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(This Joint Resolution No.1 was passedfor the first time at the Legislative
Sessionof 1982.)

No. 1982-1

A JOINT RESOLUTION

SB 496

Proposingan amendmentto theConstitutionof theCommonwealthof Pennsyl-
vania,permitting theuseof suppressedvoluntaryadmissionsorconfessionst-o-
impeacha defendant’scredibility.

The GeneralAssemblyof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
resolvesasfollows:

Section 1. The following amendmentto the Constitution of the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniais proposedin accordancewith thepro-
visionsof Article Xl thereof:

That section9of Article I beamendedto read:
§ 9. Rights of accusedin criminal prosecutions.

In all criminal prosecutionsthe accusedhath a right to be heardby
himself andhis counsel,to demandthe natureandcauseof the accusa-
tion againsthim, to meetthe witnessesfaceto face, to havecompulsory
processfor obtainingwitnessesin his favor, and, in prosecutionsby
indictmentor information,aspeedypublic trial by animpartial jury of
the vicinage;he cannot be compelledto give evidenceagainsthimself,
nor can he be deprivedof his life, liberty or property,unless by the
judgmentof his peersor thelaw of theland. Theuseof a suppressedvol-
untary admissionor voluntary confessionto impeachthecredibility ofa
personmay be permittedand shall not be construedas compelling a
persontogiveevidenceagainsthimself.


