PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES

' OF THE

CONVENTION HELD AT HARRISBURG.

TUESDAY, Mav 2, 1837,

A quorum of delegates having assembled in the Hall of the House of
Representatives, in pursuance of an act of the General Assembly of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, entitled * An act providing for the call
of a Convention to propose amendments to the Constitution of this State,
to be submitted to the people thereof, for their ratification or rejection”,
passed the 29th of March, 1836, at 12 o’clock,

Mr. Crarke, of Indiana, rose and said: This being the day named in
the act of theLegislature providing for the assembling of the Convention

" to propose amendments to the Constitution of this State, I move that the
- Convention now come to order, and that Gen. Henry ScueETZ be appoint-
ed to the chair, for the purpose of organizing the Convention.
Mr. M’SuEerry, of Adams, moved that Gen. Taomas S. CunNiNeHAM
be appointed to the chair. '
On motion of STEVENS, of Adams, it was

. Ordered, That tellers be appointed for the pirpose of ascertaining which of the gea-
tlemen named should take the chair.
Mr. Bangs, of Mifilin, nominated Mr. Rocgrs, of Allegheny.
Mr. MErriLL, of Union, nominated Mr. Crarg, of Dauphin; and
these gentlemen were declared the tellers.
The delegates then proceeded to the election of a President pro tem-
pore, when there appeared ‘ "
For Gen. Tuomas S. CUNNINGHAM, - - - 66
- For Gen. HENRY ScHEETZ, - - - - - 64
Gen. ScueETz voted for Mr. CLARKE.
- Mr. CunnNiNanaM Was excused from voting.

Mr. M’Suerry, of Adams, then moved that J. C. BIbDLE, and CHARLEY

-A. BarniTZ( be ?ppointed Secretaries, pro tem.

Mr. Brown, o
should be ascertained whether Gen. CunNiNenaM was duly elected: As
that gentleman had not received 2 majority of the votes of the members
ﬁresent, it seemed to him that he was not duly elected; at any rate, he

oped the question would be decided before any other motion was made.
: B -

L4

Philadelphia, thought this motion premature, until it -
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Mr. Bippig, of Philadelphia, understood the report of the tellers to be
for Gen. ScueeTz 64 ; for Gen. CunniNGBAM, 66 ; scattering 1, and one
gentleman did not vote ; consequently, Gen. CuxNiNeHamM was elected,
having received a majority of all the votes given.

Mr. Brown, of Philadelphia, remarked that if it was to be understood
that Gen. CunnNINGHAM was not present, he was elected ; but on the con-
trary, if he was present, and he presumed his having asked to be excu-
sed from voting must be taken as evidence of his presence, then he was
not elected by a majority of the members present.

Mr. SteriGere considered that Mr, CunNineuan was duly elected, and
moved that he take the chair.

Mr. Brown, of Philadelphia, inquired if any gentleman had the law
providing for the call of the Convention. .

Mr. Stevens, of Adams, then read the law ; but there appeared to be
no provision to meet the case at issue. »

Mr. CLarkE, of Indiana, said, according to his understanding of the
question, he censidered Mr. CunvinenaM duly elected, and thought,
therefore, he ought to take the chair. ’

Mr. SteriGERE then put the question whether Mr. CuxnniNenan should
take the chair, which was carried without a division. ,

Mr. M’Suerry, of Adams, moved that J. C. Brope, of Philadelphia,
and C. A, Barnirz, of York, act as Secretaries pro tem.

Mr. Bangs, of Mifflin, moved that J. Y. Barcray, of Westmoreland,
and T. EagLE, of the county of Philadefphia, act as Secretaries pro fem.

On the question being taken, Mr. BroprLe and Mr. Barntrz hawing
received a majority of the voies present, were declared duly elected Secre-
taries pro tem.

The-Secretary of the Commonwealth appeared, and presented a certi-
fied copy of the proclamation of the Governer containing a list of the
delegates elected to this convention, as follows «

SENATORIAL DELEGATES.

Philadelphia city—Jonn BEreEANT, CHARLES CHAUNCEY. Philadel-
phie county—GEoree W. Riter, Cmarirs J. InoErsort, Asramam
HevrrensTEIN. Chester, Delaware and Afontgomerg(—TuouAs 8. Beyuy,
. Davip Lvons, Henry Scuertz. Bucks—E. T. M'Dowsrr. Berks—
Joun Rrrrer. Lancaster and York—WiLLiaMm Hizsesr, CHARLES A.
Barnrrz, James Porter. Dauphin and Lebanon—Jacen B. Weip-
maN.  Perry, Mifftin, Juniata, Union and Huntingdow—-—Jms Mgr-
RILL, Winriam P. Macrav. Columbia and Schuylkill—Groras Smrra.
Lehigh and Northampten—WiLriam Browws.  Luzerns, Monroe,
Wayne and Pike—Gzorce W. Woopwaro N Lycoming, Centre and
Northumberland—Roverr FrEmine, Bradford and Susquehanna—
Ao H. Rean.  Franklin, Cumberlend ond Adoms—James Doxsor,
- LEvi Mzrger. 'Begord and Somerset—James M. Russerr. Hest-
moreland—Joun Y. Barcrav. Washington—Josuua DioxersoN. Foy-
ette and Greene—Jonn FuLLer. Allegheny and Butler—Havmar PEN-
Ny, Winpiam Avres, Beaver and Mercer—Jonn Cranke. Crawford
and Erie—Daxier Sawvcer. Jefferson, McKean, Potter, Tloga, War-
ren and Venango—Orro J. Hamun. Indiona, Armstrong, Cambrin
and Clearfield—Jamus CLARKE.
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REPRESENTATIVE DELEGATES.

Adams—JIames M’Suerry, Fuappevs Stevens. Allegheny-—Mat-
THEw HENDER$ON, ANDREW BaAvNE, WaLTER Forwarp, H. Gorp Ro-
oErs. Armstrong—WiLtiam Curir. Bedford—Anprew J. Cring,
Jacos BarnporLLAR. Berks—Groree M. Keimm, James Donaean, Wir-
p1ay HieH, Mark Darran. Beaver—Joun DickeEy, DANiEL AGNEW.
" Bradford—Naruanter Crapp. Bucks—JonnN Hower, SamveL Carey,
Puineas Jenks. Butler—Samurs A. Purviance™ Centre—WiLLiam
Smyre. Chester—WirrLiam DarvLiNneToN, Morean J. Tuomas, Mar-
THIAS PENNYPACKER, JouN CHANDLER. Columbioc—Ezra S. Haynvnsr.
Crawford—Davip M. Farrerry, Georer SugLriro. Cumberlgnd—

Ricuarp M. Crain, Davio Nevin. Delaware—GroreE SErriLL. Dau- -

phin—WiLLiax HeNpErsoN, WiLLiam Orark. Erie—James Porrock,
Tuomas H. Smwr. Foyette—Wirtiam L. Miiper, Davip GiLsore.
Franklin—QGxroree Cunampers, Josepn SNIVELY. Greene—SaMuEL

CreavineEr. Huntingdon—Samuzr Rever, Corngrwvs Crum. In--

diana—Jamxs Toop, Jefferson, Warren and McKean—Tuomas Hasr-
ixes. Lancaster—JerEmian Broww, Linprey Coares, Ricaarp E.
CocaraN, Josern Koniemacuer, Henry G. Lone, Emaxver C. Rer-
eart. Lebanon—GeorceE SertzER. Lehigh—Jacos DiiriNeEr, Jo-
sepe Fry, Jr. Luzerne—Wirriam SweTrLano, Anspew BEDFoRD.
Lycoming and Clearfield—Joux A. Gawpie, THomas Taseart. Mer-
cer—THomas 8. CuNniNeHaM, James MonteoMERY! Montgomery—

Joun B. Sremicere, Jorr K. Manw, Tosias Sxrrers. Northumber- .

land—WiLLiam Gearwart. Northampton and Monroe—James M.
Porrer, Wirriam Overrierp, James KENNEDY. Perry—ALEXANDER
Maoze. Philadelphic city—Tuomas P. Cope, WiLrianm M. M&RreDITH,
Jonn M. SeorT, James C. BipoLE, Joserr R. CHANDLER, MaTTHIAS W,
" Bavpwin, Joseru Hoprinson. Philadelphia county—CnarLEs Brown,
Josepr M. Doran, THomas WEavER, JouN J. M’CanEN, Jorx Fourk-
rOD, P1ERcE BuvLEr, BEnsaMmin MarTiN, THoMAs Earre. Somersef
and Cambria —Rosrrr Youne, Josuua F. Cox. Schuylkill—Jacos
Kreps. Susquehanna~~Jasez Hyoe. Tioga and Potter—Rosert G,
Wnawe. Union, Mifflin and Juniate—Wirriam L. Harris, Epnrame
Banzs, Jonn Commin.  Venango—CurisTian Myers. Washington—
Tuomas M’Carr, WaLTer Crale, AsaroNn Kerr. Wayne and Pike—
VirelL Grenery, Hestmoreland-—Groree T. Crawrorp, LEppEus L.
Bieerow, York—Joux R. DonneLL, Jacoe STicREL, SamvEL C. Box-
HAM, '

The delegates were all present, with the exception of T. Hasrines, of
Jefferson. .

Mr. HoprinsoN, of Philadelphia city, inoved that the delegates pre-
sent proceed to the election of a President.

Mr. EarcE, of Philadelphia, moved to postpone the further considera-
- tion of the motion, and that a committee be appainted to report what offi-
cers should be elected by the Convention. v

Mr. CuanpLER, of Chester, called for a division of the question, and.
the guestion being taken on the first member of the motion, it was decided
in the negative, after a brief discussion in which Mr. Stevens, of Adams,
Mr. MarTiN, of Philadelphia, and Mr. Beiv, of Chester, participated.

Mr. Bery, of Chester, moved that the rules of the House of Repre-
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sentatives be adopted for the government of the meeting, until otherwise
ordered ; Which was decided in the negative,

Mr. Doran, of Philadelphia, moved that the election for President be
by ballot.

Mr. StevENs, of Adams, moved to amend the motion, by striking out
the words ¢ by ballot”, and inserting, in lien thereof, the words “wviva
voce’’, and this amendment being agreed to, the motion, as amended, was
adopted.

Mr. M’Suerry, of Adams, then nominated Joun SercEanT, of Phila-
delphia, to be President of the Convention.

Mr. DiLriNger, of Lehigh, nominated James M. PortEr, of Nor-
thampton, for the office of President.

The delegates present then proceeded to the election of a President, and
the votes were taken as follows:

For Joun Sererant—Messrs. Agnew, Ayres, Baldwin, Barndollar, Barnitz, Bayne,

“Biddle, Brown, of Lancaster, Carey, Chambers, Chandler, of Chester, Chandler, of
Philadelphia, Chauncey, Clapp, Clarke, of Beaver, Clark, of Dauphin, Cline, Coates,
Cochran, Cope, Cox, Craig, Crum, Cunningham, Darlington, Denny, Dickerson,
Dickey, Dunlop, Forward, Harris, Henderson, of Allegheny, Henderson, of Dauphin,
Hiester, Hopkinson, Houpt, Jenks, Kerr, Konigmacher, Long, Maclay, M’Call, M’Dow-
ell, M’Sherry, Meredith, Merrill, Merkel, Montgomery, Pennypacker, Pollock, Porter, of .
Lancaster, Purviafille, Reigart, Royer, Russell, Saeger, Scott, Seltzer, Serrill, Sill, Snively,
Stevens, Thomas, Todd, Weidman, Young.—66. .

For Jimxzs M. Porlrmn—Messrs, Banks, Barclay, Bedford, Bell, Bigelow, Bonham,
Brown, of Northampton, Brown, of Philadelphia, Butler, Clarke of Indiana, Cleavin-
ger, Crain, Crawford, Cammin, Curll, Darrah, Dillinger, Donagan, Donnql, Doran,
Earle, Farrelly, Fleming, Foulkrod, Fry, Fuller, Gamble, Gearhart, Gilmore, Grenell,
Hamlin, Hayhurst, Helffenstein, High, Hyde, Ingersoll, Keim, Kennedy, Krebs, Lyons,
Magee, Mann, Martin, M’Cahen, Miller, Myers, Nevin, Overfield, Read, Riter, Ritter,
Rogers, Sellers, Scheetz, Shellito, Smith, Smyth, Stickel, Swetland, Taggart, Weaver,
‘White, Woodward.—63.

For Jamrs CrarkEr, Mr. Porter, of Northampton, - - - - 1
For Armox H. Reap, Mr. Sterigere, - - - - - - 1

Joun SERGEANT, having received a majority of the whole number of
votes present, was declared duly elected President of the Convention, and
was conducted to the chair by Mr. PorTrr, of Northampton. ddter
having taken the chair, the President addressed the Convention as fol-
lows: ’

“ GENTLEMEN, Delegates to this Convention: 'The station you have
called me to by your election, is one which, in this Commonwealth, and
elsewhere in.our country, has been occupied by the most eminent citizens.
However unworthy I must feel myself, to be associated with the illustri-
ous names which form the roll of Presidents of Conventions, it cannot but
be felt as a high honour to have a place in the same list with them. It is
deeply felt to be so, and I beg you to accept for it my most sincere ac-
knowledgments.

+ The subjects we are to deliberate upon, are of no ordinary character.
It is not an exaggeration to say, that they are of transcendent importance
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania was one of the first, if not the very
first, to imitate the example of the whole people of the United States, in
taking down the fabric of government which had been provided amidst the
exigencies of a new and disturbed state of existence, and in replacing it by
a solid structure, deliberately formed, and intended to give permanent se-




