
PROCEEDINGg AFD DEBATES 

OF’TEB 

CONVENTION HELD AT HARRISBURG. 

TUESDAY, MAY 2, 1831. 

A quorum of delegates havin 
T 

assembled in the Hall of the House of 
Representatives, in pursuance o an act of the General Assembly of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, entitled 6~ An act providing for the call 
of a Convention to propose amendments to the Constitution of this State, 
to be submitted to the people thereof, for their ratification or rejection”? 
passed the 29th of March, 1836, at 12 o’clock, 1 

Mr. CLARKE, of Indiana, rose and said : This being the day named in 
the act of the”Legislature providing for the assembling of the Convention 
to propose amendments to the Constitution of this State, I move that the 
Convention now come to order, and that Gen. HENRY SCHEETZ be appoint- 
ed to the chair, for the purpose of organizing the Convention. 

Mr. M’SHERRY, of Adams, moved that Gen. Trroaras S. CUNNINQHUI 
be appointed to the chair. 

On motion of STEVENS, of ,Qda&, it was 
Orr&recf, That tellera be appointed for the pilrpoae of asart&& which of the gen- 

tlemen named should take the chair. 

Mr. BANKS, of Mifflin, nominated Mr. ROGERJ,’ of Allegheny. 
Mr. MERRILL, of Union, nominated Mr. CLARK, of Dauphin; and 

these gentlemen were declared the tellers. 
The delegates then proceeded to the election of a President pro feml 

Pore, when there appeared 
For Gen. THOXAS S. CUNNINGHMI, - -’ - -66 
For Gen. HENRY SCHEETZ, - - - - - 64 

Gek SCHEETZ voted for Mr. CLARKE. 
Mr; CuNNrNaxAnr was excused from voting. 
Mr. M%HERRY, of Adams, then moved that J. C. BIDDLE, and CHABLE~ 

:A. BARNITZ, be ppointed Secretaries, pro tern. 
Mr. BROWN, o Philadelphia, thought this motion premature, until it t 

should be ascertained whether Gen. CUNNINGHAM was duly elected : As 
that gentleman had not received a majority of the votes of the members 

E 
resent, it seemed to him that he was not duly elected; at any rate, he 
oped.the question would be decided before any other motion was made. 

B 
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Mr. BIDDLE, of Philadelphia, understood the report of the tellers to be 
for Gen. SCHEETZ 64 ; for Gen. CUX:NINOH.~M, 66 ; scattering 1, and one 
gentleman did not vote ; consequently, Gem CIJNNINGHAM was elected, 
having received a majority of all the votes given. 

Mr. BROWN, of Philadelphia, remarked that if it was to be understood 
that G-en. CIJNNINGHAM was not present, he was elected ; but on the con- 
trary, if he was present, and he presumed his having asked to be excu- 
sed from voting must be taken as evidence of his presence, then he was 
not elected by a majority of the members present. 

Mr. STERIGERE considered that Mr. CUKNIKGWAM was duly elected, and 
moved #rat he take the chair. 

Mr; BROWN, of Philadelphia, inquired if any gentleman had the law 
providing for the call of the Convention. 

Mr. STEVENS, of ildams, then read the law ; but there appeared to be 
no provision to meet the case at issue. 

Mr. CLARKE, of Indiana, said, according to his understanding of the 
question, he considered Mr. CTJNNINGITAIVI duly eiected, and thought, 
therefore, he ought to take the chair. 

Mr. STERIG~RE then put the question whether Mr. CUNXINQHABI should 
take the chair, which was carried without a division. 

Mr. M’SHE~Y, of Adams, moved that J. C. BIXIDLE, of Philadelphia, 
and C. A. BARNITZ, of York, act as Secretaries pro tern, 

Mr. BANKS, of Main, moved that J. Y. BARCLAY, of Westmor&&, 
and T. EARI.E, of’the county of PhiladeIphia, act as Secretaries pro tm. 

On the question being taken,’ QIr. BIDDLE aud Mr. BAUNITZ hawing 
received a majority of the votes present, were declared duly elected Elecre- 
taries pro tern. 

Th&ecre&y of the Commonwealth, appeared, aBd ptesentad P asrtb 

I 
bed copy of the proclamation of the Governor containing a list of the 

I 

delegaes elected to this convention, as follows : 

SENBTORLQL DELEGATES, 
Philadelphia city-JOHN SERUEANT, CHARLZS CBAWNCEP. Pwad& 

‘+a coz&y-&&oacle W. RITER, CRARLES 9. INOERSOLL, A.Exu~A~~ 
HELFFENSTEIN. Chester, Delaware and Montgomery-%%ronUs S. BELL, 

I DAVID LYONB, HENRY SOHEETZ. Bucka-E. T. M DOWELS. I&?&a- 
&XIN R’ITTER. Lancaster and firk-WILLmABI HPES~~, CHAaLEs A. 
BARNITZ, JAMES PORTER. Dauphin and Lebcanen-.inoeB 8. WEgD- 
IRAN. Perry, H@Xn, Juniata, Union and iYibntir@ov+-4ns MER- 
RILL, WILLIAM P. MACLAY. Columbia and Schuy&#-GEO~OE Sarrm. 

I 

Lehigh and fforthumpten-~u+rAnf BROWN. brerne, Monroe, 
fiyne and Pike-GEORGE W. WOOXNJARD.~ e/gco&?zg, &ntTe and 

E 
ivorthumberland-ROBERT FLEMING. Beadford cctad @tMquebJUw- 
ALMON H. READ. PTanklin, Oumbarbd and ArE~ms-Jluvr~% DUNLOP, 

renk and Venungo-ORLo J. 
/ &d Chqfiekd-,fAmzx CLARKE. 

1 
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REPRESENTATIVE DELEGATES. 
,&!am#-JAmEs M’SHERRY, THADDEUS STEVENS. tilleghen*MAT- 

THEW HENDERSON, ANDREW BAYNE, WALTER FORWARD, H. GOLD Ro- 
OERS. &mstrong-WILLrAm CURLL. Bedford-ANDREW J. CLINE, 
JACOB BARNDOLLA~. Berks-GzouaE M. KEIM, JXIIIES D~NABAN, WIL- 
LIAM Hxw~, MARK DARRAH. Beaver-JOHN DICKEY, DANIEL AGNEW. 
&-adfoTd-NATHANIEL CLAPP. Bucks-TonN HQUPT, SAMUEL CAREY, 
PHINEAS JENKS. &&T-SAMUEL A. PURV~ANCE\ Centre~m.um. 
SMYTH. Cht?8teT-WILLIAM DARLINOTON, MORGAN J. THOMAS, MAT- 
THIAS PENNYPACKER, JOHN CHANDLER. ColumbiasEz~~ S. HAYHUAST. 
&azuford-DAVw M. FARRELLY, GEORGE SHELLING..’ Cumberlqand- 
RICHARD M. GRAIN, DAVID NEVIN. Delaware-GEonsE MERRILL. Da* ’ 
phin-wxx,Lwi HElljkRs~N, WILLIAM CLARK ETie-J~nl~s POLLOCK, 
THOMAS H. SILL. Fayette-WzzLIAm L. MILLER, DAVID GILIYIORE; 
Franklin-GaowE CHAMIVERS, JOSEFH SNIVELY. .Greene-SAruuEL 
CLEAVINQER. &f’&ngdon-%mEL ROYER, %RNELIVS CRUM. ha-. 
diana-.Tmms TODD, Je&reon, Warren and Mc~e(Flt--LTr%oruAs HAST- 
‘INGS. ~aracrrster~JEREmI.ui BROWN, LINDLEY COATES, RICHARD E. 
COCHRAN, JO&PH KONIGHACHER, HENRV G. LONG, EMANUEL C. REI- 
BAECT. Lebanort-GEORGE SELTZER. Lehigh-JACOB &LLI~UGEB, Jo- 
SEPH FRY, JF. .Luzkw-W~~r.r~nr SWETLAND, ‘, 

v 
tw BEDFORD. 

Lycomkg and clearfceld-JOHN 9. GAXCLE, THGMALI &WART. Mer- 
OP-THOII~AS S. C~I~XV$NUWIX, JAMES MONTGOXERY! 
JOHN B, STERI~~ERE, JOEL K. MANN, TOBIAS SELLERS. 

Montgomer - 
Northemn CTT- i 

2hr/ad-wlLLIAn GE+RHART. florthdPti ton and MO~O~-JAMES M. 
P$II.;I WILLIAM OVBRFIELD, JAXES R EN~~EDY. PerTI&-ALEXANDER 

Philadelphia city-TnonAs P. COPE, WILLIAM M. MEREDITW, Y 
JOHN M. SCOTT, JAHBE C. BIDDLE, JOSEPH R. CHANDLEII, MATT~IAS W. 

’ BALDWIN, JOSEPH HOPKINSON. Philadelphia county-&ARLxs BROWN, 
JOSEPH M. DORAN, THOMAS WEAWR, JOHN J. M’CAHEN, JOHN FOULK- 
IIOD, PIERCE BUTLER, BENJAMIN MARTIN, TIIOMA~ E&E. Somerset 
azd Carnbn’a-R~~~ERT YOUNG, JOSHUA F. COH. &hUy&ildJACoB ’ 
&EBB. &sqz6ehan?w-JABEz HYDE. Tioga and PobteT-ROBERT G.. 
WEEP%. Union, M@h and JuniGtcb-WILLIAM L. HARRIS, EPHRAIIIG 
BANES, JOHN CUXMIN. V&XXYI~~-&II~ISTIAN MYERB. Washington- 
THOMAS M’CALL, .WALTER CRAIO, AARON KERR. Wayne and Piles- 
VI~&IL GRENELL. ~~SfmOTebld~EOROE T. CRAWFORD, LEII~EWSL. 
Bream. KIT~-JOHN R. DONNELL, JACOB STI~KEL, SAXUEL C. Boru- 
H.A& 

The delegatis were al1 present, with the exception of T. HASTINGS, of 
Jefferson. 

Mr. HOPE~N, of Philadelphia city, moved that the delegates pre- 
sent proceed to the election of a President. 

Mr. EARLE, of Philadelphia, moved to postpone the’further considera- 
tion of the motion, and that a committee, be appainted to report what offi: 
ce~s should be elected by the Convention. 

Mr. CHANDLER, of Chester, called for a division of the question, and, 
the quwtion being taken on the first member of the motion, it was decided 
in the negative, after a brief discussion in which ‘Mr. STEVENS, of Adams, 
Mr. MARTIN, of Philadelphia, and Mr. BELL, of Chester, partici ated. 

Mr. BIU.L, of Oheuter, moved that the rules of the House o P Repre- 
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sentatives be adopted for the government of the meeting, until otherwise 
ordered; Yvhich was decided in the negative. 

Mr. DORAN, of Philadelphia, moved that the election for President& 
by ballot. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Adams, moved to amend the motion, by striking out 
the words “by ballot”, and inserting, in lieu thereof, the words ‘6 t&u 
vote”, and this amendment being agreed to, the motion, as amended, was 
adopted. 

Mr. M’SHERRY, of Adams, then nominated JOHN SERGEANT, of Phila- 
delphia, to be President of the Convention. 

Mr. DILLINGER, of Lehigh, nominated JAMES M. PORTER, of Nor- 
thampton, for the office of President. 

The delegates present then proceeded to the election of a President, and 
the votes were takeu as follows: 

For JORR Smtosnnr-Messrs. Agnew, Ayres, Baldwin, Barndollar, Barnits, Bayne, 
*BiddIe, Brown, of Lancaster, Carey, Chambers, Chandler, of Chester, Chandler, of 
Philadelphia, Chmmcey, Clapp, Clarke, of Beaver, Clark, of Dauphin, Cline, Coates, 
Cochran, Cope, Cox, Craig, Crum, Cunningham, Darlington, Denny, Dickerson, 
Dickey, Dunlop, Forward, Harris, Henderson, of Allegheny, Henderson, of Dauphin, 
Hiester, Hopkinson, Houpt, Jenks, Kerr, Konigmacher, Long, Maclay, M’Call, M’Dow- 
ell, M’Sherry, Meredith, Merrill, Merkel, Montgomery, Pennypacker, Pollock, Porter, of 
Lancaster, Purv$lt&, Reigart, Royer, Russell, Saeger, Scott, Seltzer, Serrill, Sill, Snively, 
Stevens, Thomas, Todd, Weidman, Young.-66. 

For J~rss M. Po&m--Messrs, Banks, Barclay, Bedford, Bell, Bigelow, Bonbm, 
.Brown, of Northampton, Brown, of Philadelphia, Butler, Clarke of Indiana, Cleavin- 
ger, Grain, Crawford, Cummin, Curl], Dar& Dilliiger, Donagan, Dono$i, Doran, 
Earle, Farrelly, Fleming, Foulkrod, Fry, Fuller, Gamble, Gearhart, Gilmora, Grenel& 
Hamlin, Hayhurst, Helffenstein, High, Hyde, Ingersoll, Keim, Kennedy, Krebs, Lyons, 
Magee, Mann, Martin, M’Cahen, Miller, Myers, Ncvin, Overtield, Read, Riter, Ilitter, 
Rogers, Sellers, Scheetz, Shellito, Smith, Smyth, Stickel, Swetland, Taggart, Weaver, 
White, Woodward.-63. 

For JAXES CLARKE, Mr. Porter, of Northampton, - - - - 1 
For Arxoa H. READ, Mr. Sterigere. - - - - - - 1 

JOHN SERGEANT, having received a majority of the whole number of 
votes present, was declared duly elected President of the Convention, and 
was conducted to the chair by Mr. PORTER, of Northampton. rlsfter 
having taken the chair, the President addressed the Convention a~ fol- 
1OW6 : 

“ GENTLEMEN, Delegates to this Convention: The station pou have 
called me to by your election, is one which, in this Commonwealth, and 
elsewhere in our country, has been occupied by the most eminent citizens. 
However unworthy I must feel myself, to be associated with the illustri- 
ous names which form the roll of Presidents of Conventions,. it cannot but 
be felt as a high honour to have a place in the same list with them. It is 
deeply felt to be so, and I beg you to accept for it my most sincere ac- 
knowledgments. 

‘6 The subjects we are to deliberate upon, are of no ordinary character. 
It is not an exaggeration to say, that they are of transcendent importance 
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania was one of the first, if not the very 
first, to imitate the example of the whole people of the United states, in 
taking down the fabric of government which had been provided amidst the 
exigencies of a net and disturbed state of existence, and in replacing it by 
a solid structure, deliberately tbrmed, and intended to give permanent se- 


