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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 114 =555

I NTRODUCED BY GODSHALL, HALUSKA, JAMES, | TKI N,
E. Z. TAYLOR CElI ST, READSHAW STABACK, FICHTER, BAKER
BELFANTI AND CLYMER, JANUARY 29, 1997

BUNT, DEMPSEY,

SENATOR GREENLEAF, JUDI Cl ARY,

JUNE 3, 1997
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Proposi ng anendnents to the Constitution of the Conmonweal t h of

A JO NT RESOLUTI ON

Pennsyl vani a, further providing for judicial
and for retirenent of justices, judges and j
peace.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Comonweal t h of

her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnments to the

adm ni stration
usti ces of the

Pennsyl vani a

Constitution of

Pennsyl vani a are proposed in accordance with Article Xl

(1)
§ 10.

* %

(d)

That section 10(d) of Article V be anended to read:

Judi ci al adm ni strati on.

*

The Chi ef Justice and president judges

of all courts

with [seven}—+twe or | ess] FOUR OR FEVER judges shall be the

justice or judge |ongest in continuous service

respect ive courts;

posi ti

shal |

on the justice or judge next longest in continuous service

be the Chief Justice or president judge.

on their

and in the event of his resignation fromthis

The presi dent
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judges of all other courts shall be selected for five-year terns
by the nenbers of their respective courts, except that the
presi dent judge of the traffic court in the Cty of Philadel phia
shall be appointed by the Governor. A Chief Justice or president
j udge may resign such position and remain a nenber of the court.
In the event of a tie vote for office of president judge in a
court which elects its president judge, the Suprene Court shal
appoi nt as president judge one of the judges receiving the
hi ghest nunber of votes.

(2) That section 16(b) of Article V be anmended to read:
8§ 16. Conpensation and retirenent of justices, judges and

justices of the peace.
(b) Justices, judges and justices of the peace shall be

retired [upon attaining] on the |last day of the cal endar year in

which they attain the age of 70 years. Forner and retired
justices, judges and justices of the peace shall receive such
conpensati on as shall be provided by |law. Except as provided by
law, no salary, retirenment benefit or other conpensati on,
present or deferred, shall be paid to any justice, judge or
justice of the peace who, under section 18 or under Article VI,
i s suspended, renoved or barred from holding judicial office for
conviction of a felony or m sconduct in office or conduct which
prejudi ces the proper admnistration of justice or brings the
judicial office into disrepute.

* x *

Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of these proposed constitutional anmendnents, the

Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to
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conply with the advertising requirenments of section 1 of Article
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the
requi red advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in

whi ch such newspapers are published in sufficient tine after
passage of these proposed constitutional anmendnents.

(b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of these
proposed constitutional anendnents, the Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall proceed i mediately to conply with the
advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article Xl of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required
advertisenments to two newspapers in every county in which such
newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of
t hese proposed constitutional anmendnents. The Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall submt these proposed constitutional
anmendnents to the qualified electors of this Comonwealth at the
first primary, general or nunicipal election occurring at |east
three nonths after the proposed constitutional anmendnents are
passed by the General Assenbly which neets the requirenents of
and is in conformance with section 1 of Article Xl of the

Constitution of Pennsylvani a.
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