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(This Joint ResolutionNo.1 was passedfor the first time at the Legislative
Sessionof 1980.)

No. 1980-1

A JOINT RESOLUTION

SB 888

Proposingan amendmentto theConstitutionof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania, further providing for the time framefor the creationof a Legisla-
tive ReapportionmentCommission.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania
herebyresolvesas follows:

Section 1. The following amendmentto the Constitution of the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniais proposedin accordancewith the
provisionsof Article XI thereof:

That subsections(a) and (b) of section17 of Article II be amended
to read:
§ 17. Legislative ReapportionmentCommission.

(a) In each year following [that in which] the year of the Federal
decennialcensus[is officially reportedas requiredby Federallaw], a
LegislativeReapportionmentCommissionshall be constitutedfor the
purposeof reapportioningthe Commonwealth.The commissionshall
act by amajorityof its entire membership.

(b) The commissionshall consistof five members:four of whom
shall be the majority and minority leadersof both the Senateand the
Houseof Representatives,or deputiesappointedby eachof them,and
a chairmanselectedas hereinafterprovided.No later than [the fourth
Monday in January of the year following the year in which the
Federaldecennialcensusis officially reported] 60 days following the
official reporting of the Federal decennial census as required by
Federallaw, the four membersshall be certified by the Presidentpro
temporeof the Senateand the Speakerof the Houseof Representa-
tives to the elections officer of the Commonwealthwho under law
shall havesupervisionover elections.

The four memberswithin 45 daysafter their certification shall select
the fifth member,who shall serveas chairmanof the commission,and
shall immediately certify his name to such elections officer. The
chairmanshall be a citizen of the Commonwealthother thana local,
State or Federalofficial holding an office to which compensationis
attached.

If the four membersfail to select the fifth memberwithin the time
prescribed,amajority of the entire membershipof the SupremeCourt
within 30 days thereaftershall appoint the chairmanas aforesaidand
certify hisappointmentto suchelectionsofficer.
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Any vacancyin the commissionshall be filled within 15 days in the
samemannerin which suchpositionwas originally filled.


