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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 3 >To70”

I NTRODUCED BY EARLY, JANUARY 16, 1979

REFERRED TO CONSTI TUTI ONAL CHANGES AND FEDERAL RELATI ONS,
JANUARY 16, 1979
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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON
Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsylvania by providing for additional judges for the
Superior Court, changing certain provisions relating to
initial ternms, and further providing for the president judge
of the Superior Court.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:
Section 1. The follow ng anendnments to the Constitution of
t he Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a are proposed in accordance with
the provisions of Article Xl thereof:

That section 3 and subsection (b) of section 13 of Article V
and section 11 of the Schedule to Article V be anended to read:
ARTI CLE V
THE JUDI Cl ARY

8§ 3. Superior Court.

The Superior Court shall be a statew de court, and shall

consi st of the nunber of judges, which shall be not |ess than

seven judges, [one of whom shall be the president judge,] and

[Its] have such jurisdiction as shall be [as] provided by [|aw]
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this Constitution or by the General Assenbly. One of its judges

shall be the president judge.

8§ 13. Election of justices, judges and justices of the peace;
vacanci es.

* x *

(b) A vacancy in the office of justice, judge or justice of
t he peace shall be filled by appointnment by the Governor. The
appoi ntment shall be with the advice and consent of two-thirds
of the menbers elected to the Senate, except in the case of
justices of the peace which shall be by a majority. The person
so appointed shall serve for a termending on the first Monday
of January follow ng the next mnunicipal election nore than ten
nont hs after the vacancy occurs or for the remainder of the

unexpi red term whi chever is |less, except in the case of persons

sel ected as additional judges to the Superior Court, where the

CGCeneral Assenbly nmay stagger and fix the length of the initial

terns of such additional judges by reference to any of the

first, second and third nunicipal el ections nore than ten nonths

after the additi onal judges are sel ected. The manner by which

any additional judges are selected shall be provided by this

section for the filling of vacancies in judicial offices.

* * %

SCHEDULE TO JUDI Cl ARY ARTI CLE
8§ 11. Selection of president judges.
(a) Except in the Cty of Philadel phia, section 10(d) of the
article shall beconme effective upon the expiration of the term
of the present president judge, or upon earlier vacancy.

(b)Y Notw thstandi ng section 10(d) of the article the

presi dent judge of the Superior Court shall be the judge | ongest

in conti nuous service on such court if such judge was a nenber
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of such court on the first Monday of January 1977. |If no such

judge exists or is willing to serve as president judge the

presi dent judge shall be sel ected as provided by this article.

Section 2. This proposed anendnent shall be submtted by the
Secretary of the Commonwealth to the qualified electors of this
Commonweal th, at the primary, nunicipal or general election next
hel d after the advertising requirenents of Article Xl, section 1

of the Constitution of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a have
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been sati sfi ed.
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