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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 3 T

| NTRODUCED BY HESS, SCANLON, CORMAN, MOORE, HOMRD AND EARLY,
JANUARY 8, 1981

REFERRED TO RULES AND EXECUTI VE NOM NATI ONS, JANUARY 8, 1981
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A JO NT RESCLUTI ON
Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsylvania, further providing for the tine frane for the
creation of a Legislative Reapportionnment Conm ssion.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:
Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
t he Commonweal th of Pennsylvania is proposed in accordance wth
the provisions of Article Xl thereof:
That subsections (a) and (b) of section 17 of Article Il be
amended to read:

8§ 17. Legislative Reapportionnent Conmi ssion.

(a) In each year following [that in which] the year of the

Federal decennial census [is officially reported as required by
Federal law], a Legislative Reapportionnent Conm ssion shall be
constituted for the purpose of reapportioning the Comonwealth.
The conm ssion shall act by a ngjority of its entire menbership.
(b) The conmm ssion shall consist of five nenbers: four of

whom shall be the majority and mnority | eaders of both the
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Senate and the House of Representatives, or deputies appointed
by each of them and a chairman selected as hereinafter
provided. No later than [the fourth Monday in January of the
year following the year in which the Federal decennial census is

officially reported] 60 days followi ng the official reporting of

t he Federal decennial census as required by Federal |aw, the
four menbers shall be certified by the President pro tenpore of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives to
the elections officer of the Conmonweal th who under | aw shal
have supervi sion over el ections.

The four nmenbers within 45 days after their certification
shall select the fifth menber, who shall serve as chairman of
the comm ssion, and shall imediately certify his nane to such
el ections officer. The chairman shall be a citizen of the
Commonweal th other than a |local, State or Federal official
hol ding an office to which conpensation is attached.

If the four nmenbers fail to select the fifth nenber within
the tinme prescribed, a ngjority of the entire nmenbership of the
Suprene Court within 30 days thereafter shall appoint the
chai rman as aforesaid and certify his appointnent to such
el ections officer.

Any vacancy in the comm ssion shall be filled within 15 days
in the sane manner in which such position was originally filled.

* x *

Section 2. This proposed anendnent shall be submtted by the
Secretary of the Commonwealth to the qualified electors of the
State, at the primary, nunicipal or general election next held
after the advertising requirements of Article X, section 1, of
the Constitution of the Comonweal th of Pennsylvani a have been

sati sfi ed.
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