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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 284 5

| NTRODUCED BY JUBELI RER, HART, DAW DA, GERLACH, BRI GHTBI LL,
SHAFFER, SALVATCORE, LEMMOND, PETERSON, PUNT, PORTERFI ELD,
BAKER, HELFRI CK, HECKLER, LAVALLE, MOWERY, SHUMAKER, O PAKE,
BELL, GREENLEAF AND TOMLI NSON, JANUARY 24, 1995

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
MAY 21, 1996
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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON

Proposi ng an—arendrent AMENDMENTS to the Constitution of the <—
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a, authorizing an—exelusi-on—from <—

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO ENACT LEGQ SLATI ON <—
PROVI DI NG FOR HOVESTEAD EXEMPTI ONS, SPECI AL TAX PROVI SI ONS TO
ABATE AN | NCREASE | N TAX ON OANER- OCCUPI ED RESI DENTI AL REAL
PROPERTY WHEN | MPROVEMENTS OR ADDI TI ONS ARE MADE TO THE
PROPERTY AND CREDI TS OR OTHER SPECI AL TAX PROVI SI ONS FOR
PERSONS VWHO RENT THEI R HOVESTEAD.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:
Section 1. The followi ng arenrdrent AMENDMVENTS to the <—

Constitution of Pennsylvania s ARE proposed in accordance with <—

Article Xl :
That section 2(b) of Article VIII be amended by adding a <—
elause CLAUSES to read: <—

8§ 2. Exenptions and special provisions.
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(b) The General Assenbly may, by |aw

(M) ESTABLI SH SEPARATE CLASSES OF REAL PROPERTY AS SUBJECTS

OF TAXATI ON EXCLUSI VELY FOR ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOW NG

PURPGOSES:

(A)  PROVIDI NG FOR A DOLLAR VALUE OR A PERCENTAGE EXEMPTI ON

FROM THE ASSESSED VALUE OF REAL PROPERTY USED AS A HOVESTEAD;

(B) PROVIDI NG FOR A DOLLAR VALUE OR A PERCENTAGE EXEMPTI ON

FROM THE ACTUAL REAL ESTATE TAXES LEVI ED ON REAL PROPERTY USED

AS A HOVESTEAD,

(G PROVID NG FOR TAX CREDI TS BASED ON A DOLLAR VALUE OR A

PERCENTAGE OF THE REAL ESTATE TAXES LEVI ED ON REAL PROPERTY USED

AS A HOVESTEAD, OR

(D) PROVIDI NG FOR CREDI TS OR OTHER SPECI AL_TAX PROVI SI ONS

FOR PERSONS VWHO RENT THEI R HOVESTEADS TO PERM T THEM TO TAKE

ADVANTAGE OF REAL ESTATE TAX REDUCTI ONS ACHI EVED THROUGH

EXEMPTI ON OR CREDI T.

THE PROCEDURES ESTABLI SHED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY SHALL | NCLUDE

A RESTRICTI ON THAT A LOCAL TAXI NG JURI SDI CTI ON SHALL NOT

| NCREASE THE ASSESSED VALUE OF REAL PROPERTY OR M LLAGE COF I TS

TAX ON REAL ESTATE FOR THE PURPOSE OF OFFSETTI NG REVENUE LOSSES
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RESULTI NG FROM THE EXEMPTI ON OR CREDI T.

(M) MAKE SPECI AL _TAX PROVI SI ONS ABATI NG AN | NCREASE I N TAX

ON_ OMNNER- OCCUPI ED RESI DENTI AL_REAL PROPERTY BY REASON OF

| MPROVEMENTS OR ADDI TI ONS TO THE PROPERTY VWHI CH | NCREASE | TS

VALUE, THEREBY ENCOURAG NG OMNER- OCCUPI ED RESI DENTI AL REAL

PROPERTY OMERS TO MAKE SUCH | MPROVEMENTS OR ADDI TI ONS.  THE

SPECI AL_TAX PROVI SIONS SHALL PLACE A MONETARY LIMT ON THE

| MPROVEMENTS OR ADDI TI ONS FOR VWHI CH AN | NCREASE IN TAX IS ABATED

AND SHALL LIMT THE ABATEMENT TO A PERI GD NOT_TO EXCEED FI VE

(MI1) AUTHORI ZE LOCAL TAXI NG AUTHORITI ES TO PROVI DE FOR TAX

CREDI TS OR OTHER SPECI AL TAX PROVI SI ONS FOR NATURAL PERSONS WHO

RENT_OR LEASE THEI R HOVESTEADS TO PERM T THOSE PERSONS TO TAKE

ADVANTAGE OF REAL ESTATE TAX REDUCTI ONS ACHI EVED THROUGH A

HOVESTEAD EXEMPTI ON UNDER CLAUSE (VI). A LOCAL TAXI NG AUTHORI TY

MAY NOT | NCREASE THE M LLAGE RATE OF I TS TAX ON REAL PROPERTY TO

PAY FOR THE CREDIT OR SPECI AL TAX PROVI SI ONS.

* * %

Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of this THESE proposed constitutional arenrdrent
AMENDMENTS, the Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed
i medi ately to conply with the advertising requirenments of
section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and
shall transmt the required advertisenents to two newspapers in
every county in which such newspapers are published in
sufficient time after passage of this THESE proposed
constitutional arendrenrt AMENDMENTS.

(b) Upon the second passage by the CGeneral Assenbly of this
THESE proposed constitutional amrenrdrent AVENDVENTS, the

Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to
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conply with the advertising requirenments of section 1 of Article
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the
requi red advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in
whi ch such newspapers are published in sufficient tine after
passage of this THESE proposed constitutional arendrent
AMENDMENTS. The Secretary of the Commonweal th shall submt this
THESE proposed constitutional amenrdrent AVENDVENTS AS SEPARATE
QUESTIONS to the qualified electors of this Cormonweal th at the
first primary, general or nunicipal election occurring at |east
three nonths after the proposed constitutional amrendrent—is
AMENDMENTS ARE passed by the CGeneral Assenbly which neets the
requirenents of and is in conformance with section 1 of Article

XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvani a.
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