SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 324, 799, 808, PRINTER S NO. 1861
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 304 =57

| NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. PETRARCA, STEWART, A. K HUTCH NSQN,
LAUDADI O, LI VENGOOD AND REED, FEBRUARY 9, 1977

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, JULY 27, 1977
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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON

Proposi ng an enmergency Constitutional amendnent to the
Constitution of the Coormonweal th of Pennsylvani a grantingthe <—
I ol I AN L d

— PROVI DI NG THAT SPECI AL EMERGENCY <—
LEG SLATI ON MAY BE ENACTED WHEN FEDERAL EMERGENCY COR DI SASTER
ASSI STANCE | S AVAI LABLE.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:
Section 1. Many Pennsyl vani ans have suffered greatly from
the ravages of great stornms and floods in recent years. The
great storns or floods of 1974, 1975, and—1976 1976 AND 1977 <—
were additional major disasters causing loss of |ife and great

damage and destruction to property of individuals, industrial

and comerci al establishments and public facilities.

It is inperative that the victins of these disasters receive
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the fullest possible aid fromboth the Federal Governnent and
t he Commonweal th in order to acconplish a speedy recovery.
I I N losi L1 ey I -
: lenr | . w he £ o i |

THE CONGRESS OF THE UNI TED STATES, THROUGH ENACTMENT OF THE <—
DI SASTER RELI EF ACT OF 1974, PUBLI C LAW 93-288, HAS AUTHORI ZED
THE MAKI NG OF CERTAI N DI SASTER RELI EF GRANTS. THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY W SHES TO MAKE SUCH FEDERAL DI SASTER RELI EF GRANTS, OR
OTHER GRANTS MADE AVAI LABLE FROM FEDERAL PROGRAMS HEREAFTER
ENACTED, AVAI LABLE TO ELI G BLE | NDI VI DUALS AND FAM LI ES | N ORDER
TO ALLEVI ATE THE DEPRI VATI ON CAUSED BY STORMS OR FLOODS VWH CH
HAVE OCCURRED I N THE PAST AND seeks to address those energencies
of future years. However, the General Assenbly is limted by
rigid restrictions in the Constitution of the Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a. The safety and wel fare of the Commonweal t h
requires the pronpt anmendnent to the Constitution to aid those
already inflicted by the great sterm STORVS of 1976 OR 1977 and <—
any future energency that may stri ke Comronweal th citizens.

Therefore, the foll ow ng anendnent to the Constitution of the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania is proposed in accordance with the
enmergency provisions of Article Xl thereof:

That section 17 of Article VIII be anmended to read:

ARTI CLE VI I |
TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE
8§ 17. Special Energency Legislation.

(A) Notw thstandi ng any provisions of this Constitution to <—
the contrary, the General Assenbly shall have the authority to
enact laws providing for tax rebates, credits, exenptions,
grants-in-aid, State supplenentations, or otherw se provide

speci al provisions for individuals, corporations, associations
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or nonprofit institutions, including nonpublic schools (whether
sectarian or nonsectarian) in order to alleviate the danger,
damage, suffering or hardship faced by such individuals,
corporations, associations, institutions or nonpublic schools as
a result of Geat Stornms or Floods of Septenber 1971, of June
1972, or of 1974, or of 1975 er—eof21976—eorof 1977 o+ the

. . I 4 o {1976
1974/ OR OF 1976.

(B)  NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY—PROVI-SHON-OFFHIFS—CONSH-TUH-ON-TO

FHECONTFRARY.- THE PROVI SIONS OF ARTICLE 111, SECTION 29

SUBSEQUENT TO A PRESI DENTI AL DECLARATI ON OF AN EMERGENCY OR OF A

MAJOR DI SASTER I'N ANY PART OF THI S COVWONWEALTH, THE GENERAL

ASSEMBLY SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORITY BY A VOTE OF TWO-THI RDS OF ALL

VEMBERS ELECTED TO EACH HOUSE TO MAKE APPROPRIATIONS LIMTED TO

MONEYS REQUI RED FOR FEDERAL EMERGENCY OR MAJOR DI SASTER RELI EF

TH' S SUBSECTI ON MAY APPLY RETROACTI VELY TO FHE-GREAT-STORMS—OR

FLOODbS—OF ANY PRESI DENTI AL_DECLARATI ON OF AN EMERGENCY OR COF A

MAJOR DI SASTER I'N 1976_OR 1977.

Section 2. This proposed anendnent shall be submtted by the
Secretary of the Commonwealth to the qualified electors of the
State, at the primary election or election next held after the
advertising requirenments of Article X, section 1(a) of the
Constitution of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a has been

sati sfi ed.
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