PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 324, 799 PRINTER S NO. 808

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 304 =57

| NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. PETRARCA, STEWART, A. K HUTCH NSQN,
LAUDADI O AND LI VENGOOD, FEBRUARY 9, 1977

AS AVENDED, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, MARCH 29, 1977
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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON

Proposi ng an enmergency Constitutional amendnent to the
Constitution of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania granting the
CGeneral Assenbly the power to enact special laws to aid
certain individuals, corporations, associations, institutions
or nonpublic schools adversely affected by conditions caused

by—eertatn—sterms—H oods—tornades—er—other—tuture—nAafor
disasters— BY CERTAI N STORMS OR FLOODS. <—

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby resol ves as foll ows:
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SECTION 1. MANY PENNSYLVANI ANS HAVE SUFFERED GREATLY FROM <—
THE RAVAGES OF GREAT STORMS AND FLOODS | N RECENT YEARS. THE
CREAT STORMS OR FLOODS OF 1974, 1975 AND 1976 WERE ADDI TlI ONAL
MAJOR DI SASTERS CAUSI NG LOSS OF LI FE AND GREAT DAMAGE AND
DESTRUCTI ON TO PROPERTY OF | NDI VI DUALS, | NDUSTRI AL AND
COVMERCI AL ESTABLI SHVENTS AND PUBLI C FACI LI Tl ES.

FURTHER, DUE TO AN EXTREME W NTER W TH ESPECI ALLY HEAVY
SNOAFALL THROUGHOUT MJUCH OF THE COMMONWEALTH THE PROBABI LI TY OF
FLOODI NG THI S SPRI NG THREATENS.

T IS | MPERATI VE THAT THE VI CTI M5 OF THESE DI SASTERS RECEI VE
THE FULLEST PGSSI BLE Al D FROM BOTH THE FEDERAL GOVERNVENT AND
THE COVMONVEALTH I N ORDER TO ACCOWPLI SH A SPEEDY RECOVERY.

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY DESI RES TO ALLEVI ATE SUCH STORM OR
ECONOM C DEPRI VATI ON CAUSED BY THE FLOODS | N PAST YEARS AND
SEEKS TO ADDRESS THOSE EMERCGENCI ES OF FUTURE YEARS. HOWEVER, THE
CENERAL ASSEMBLY |S LIM TED BY RIA D RESTRI CTIONS I N THE
CONSTI TUTI ON OF THE COMVONVWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANI A. THE SAFETY AND
VWELFARE OF THE COMVONVWEALTH REQUI RES THE PROMPT AMENDMENT TO THE
CONSTI TUTI ON TO Al D THOSE ALREADY | NFLI CTED BY THE GREAT STORM
OF 1976 AND ANY FUTURE EMERGENCY THAT MAY STRI KE COMVONWEALTH
Cl TI ZENS.

THEREFORE, THE FOLLOW NG AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTI TUTI ON OF THE
COVMONVEALTH OF PENNSYLVANI A | S PROPOSED | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE
EMERGENCY PROVI SI ONS OF ARTI CLE XI THERECF:

THAT SECTI ON 17 OF ARTICLE VIII BE AMENDED TO READ:

ARTI CLE VI I |
TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE
§ 17. SPECI AL EMERGENCY LEG SLATI ON.
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£AX NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY PROVI SI ONS OF THI'S CONSTI TUTI ON TO <—
THE CONTRARY, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORI TY TO
ENACT LAWS PROVI DI NG FOR TAX REBATES, CREDI TS, EXEMPTI ONS
GRANTS- I N- Al D, STATE SUPPLEMENTATI ONS, OR OTHERW SE PROVI DE
SPECI AL PROVI SI ONS FOR | NDI VI DUALS, CORPORATI ONS, ASSOCI ATI ONS
OR NONPRCOFI T | NSTI TUTI ONS, | NCLUDI NG NONPUBLI C SCHOOLS ( WHETHER
SECTARI AN OR NONSECTARI AN) I N ORDER TO ALLEVI ATE THE DANGER
DAVAGE, SUFFERI NG OR HARDSHI P FACED BY SUCH | NDI VI DUALS,
CORPCORATI ONS, ASSQOCI ATI ONS, | NSTI TUTI ONS OR NONPUBLI C SCHOOLS AS
A RESULT OF GREAT STORMS OR FLOODS OF SEPTEMBER 1971, OF JUNE
1972, OR OF 1974, OR OF 1975, OR OF 1976, OR OF 1977, OR THE <—

EMERGENCI ES OCCURRI NG AS A RESULT OF THE ENERGY CRISIS OF 1976-

Section 2. This proposed anendnent shall be submtted by the
Secretary of the Commonwealth to the qualified electors of the
State, at the primary election or election next held after the
advertising requirenments of Article X, section 1(A) of the <—
Constitution of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a has been

sati sfi ed.
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