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FIRST DAY 

TuesIs.kY, November 12, 1872. 

Thisbcing the dny fixed lry the act of the 
Qmcml Assembly, entitled ‘*AXI not to 
provide for csllling :L Convention to amend 
the Constitution,” approved the eleventh 
rlay of April, -1nno Domini one thousxnl 
eight hundred and scvcnty-two, for the 
parsons chosen as dclcgates to ssscmble in 
Clonvention, n number of the said dcle- 
*gntcs, sufficient to eonstitnte a qnorum, 
being present, the Convention w:w called 
to order by the Secretary of the Conunon- 
wez%lth, Hon. Francis .Jordan, who address 
ed the Convention xs follows : 

Cent!emea of the Convention:--The third 
,scction of the act of the Gene& Asscrn- 
a)ly, :tltproved the eleventh day of April, 
1872, and entitled, “ An w.3 to pror?ide for 
cnlling s Convention to amend the C’onsti- 
tntion ” imposts upon the Sccrctar,y of 
the CXmmorzwe:tltk the duty of callinq 
the Convention to order at twelve 03clock, 
at noo11, on theseeond Tuesday of Norem- 
her, 1873,ef submitting the oflleial returns 
&’ cl&ion, and of reading the proclama- 
tion of the Corernor, declnring the n3mes 
of the parsons chosen as members of the 
<:onvention. The day and hour desigw- 
ted by law for these purposes having x- 
rived, I am here to pesferm the duties im- 
,posocl 

The other duties rcquirod of the Secre 
tary of the Commons63~1th by snid net of 
.:\sscmbly hare boon dischurged, and re- 
$>ort thereof to the Convention will he 
rmrde immediately af‘tcr it shall have 

chosen 3 Presiclent. In the rncantime, I 
have designsted nry Chief Clerk, Thomas 
Rf’Csmant, 6~. L. Selfridge, Clerk of the 
Kouso of Representatives, nnd John -3.. 
Smull, Resident Clerk of the House of 
Repr23znt:rtives, as tempomry Clerks, nncl 
A. ;\I. JI:u%in nnd II. J. M:tson :LS s:.cn+ 
gmphic roportcrs, to xct until t!lo (Jo: _ 
vention shall supp1.v their places. 

The Convention will now plrnse como to 
Or&x. 

These are the o:Iicinl returns csf the clcc- 
tion mnde to the Sccrctary of the Cni; _ 
monrvealth, nrrangcd xccording to coun- 
ties, and of which the Convention will, 
from this time forth, hare the leg:rl :ur:l 
rMAu:rl custody. 

In xcord;tncc with the provisions of tbu 
xct, I will now rc:Ld the proclamation 0; 
the Governor. 

The Seerctnry of the Clommonnenl th 
then read the sxid 10roclanaation, :w h)!- 
lows: 
I?ENN~YLv~~L~, se: 

In the Xame and by the Authority of the 
Commonwealth of Penn@vania, Jonl~ 
TV. GISARP, Covernor of 62s said Cont- 
anoPewuea2th. 

\~IIERLAS, It is prooidccl in and by an 
:tct of the Gcneml A\ssembly of this Conr- 
monwcalth, entitled “An Act to provide 
for calling a Convention to nmend tho 
Constitution,” npproved the eleventh d:ty 
of .Ipril, A. D. 1572, “That the Secretary 
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ofthe Commonwealth shall, as soon as the jority of two hundred and forty-one over 
retnrns of said election shall he received R. E. Shapley, and hence I am unable to 
by him, and at all events within fifteen proclaim or declare either of these two 
days aft’er the election, in the presenoe of pemons lected. 
the Governor and Auditor General, opeu H From t 10 Fourth Seuatorial district, in 
and compute all the returns received of the city o? Philadelphia, William D. Ba- 
votes given for members of the Convcrr- kor, J. hlexandcr Simpson and Edward 
tion: and thd Govelilor shall forthwith is- R. Worrell. 
sue his proclamation, declaring the names From the Fifth Senatorial district, com- 
of the persouswho have been choseu mem- posed of the counties of Chester and Dela- 
bcrs of the Convention.” ware, John M. Bnxmall, William Dar- 
. Ad whereas, The S’ecretaly of the,Com- lington and Jose@ HexWhill- 
ll~onw~ealth did, on the twenty-first day of From the Sixth Senatorial district, com- 
Oci~ober, 4. D. 1872, in the manner pro- posedof thecounty of Montgomery, James 
vided in the act of the General Assembly Boyd, Charles Hunsicker and George K. 
aforesaid, ppen and computeall the returns Carson. 
received of votes given for mombersof the Pmm the Se\:enth Senatorial district, 
Convention. composed of the counties of Bucks and 

And whereas, It appears by the returns Northampton, Charles Brodhea$ George 
of the general election held on the second Ross and Gear@ Lear- 
Tu@day of October, instant, being the From the Eighth Senatorial district, Lxxn- 
eighth day of said month, that the names posed of the county of Berks, George G. 
of the pelvons who have been chosen mom- BarClaY, Henry W- Smith and Henry 
bers of the Convention, ar eas follows, viz : Van Reed. 
\Tm. M. Meredith, J. Gillingham Fell, From the Ninth Senatorial district, com- 
llarry White,William Lilly,Linn Barthol- posed of the county of Lx%aster, David 
ornew, Hugh N. M’Allister, William Da- W. Patterson, Henry Carter and Henry 
vig *James L. Reynolds, Samuel E. Dim-. G. Smith. 
mick, George V. Lawrence, William H. From the Tenth Senatoti district, com- 
Armstrong, David N. White, William 1-I. posed of the county of Schuylkill, Joel B. 
,%incy, John II. Walker, George W. Wood- 
ward, .Jeremiah S. Blark, hndmw G. Cur- 

M’Camant,, John hf. Wetherill and Thorn- 
as R. Rannnn. 

tin, William J. @er, William I-f. Smith, 
Fr,mklin 13. Gowon, John H. Camphell~ 

From the Eleventh Senatorial district, 

Samuel II. Reynolds, James mlis, Samuel 
composed of the counties of Lehigh and 

C. T. Dodd, George X Dally+, Robert A. 
(-‘arbon, cbarles~. Runk, &chari,& Long 
ancl Edwrard &+rvcy. 

Lamberton, Andrew A. Purman and Wm. 
L. Corbett, delegates at large to said Con- 

From the Twelfth Senatorial district, 

vention. 
composed of the counties of Dauphin and 
Lebanon, Josiah Funck, Wayne Mae 

Henry C. Carey, Edward C. Knight, ~~~~1~ and IIamllton Alticks 
*John Price Wetherill, Lewis C. Cassidy, 
James H. Heverin and Theodore Cuyler, 

Prom the Thirteenth Senatorial district, 

delegates at lar@ from the city of Phila- composed of the exmtieaof Lucerne, Mon- 

delphia. 
roe and Pike, Henry S. Mott, Gideon W. 

From the First Senatorial district, in the 
Palmer, Abraham 1;. Dunning, Daniel I,. 

city of Philadelphia, John Bard&p, 5x+. Rhone, Kenry WV. Palmer and Lewis 

W. M. Xewlin and Gcorgc W. Biddle. Pughe, 

From the Second Seniltotial distric:t, in From the Fourteenth Senatorial district. 

the city of Philadelphia, JohnlL Addicks, composed of the countiesof Bradford, Sus- 

William B. Hanna and Jobn R. Read. quehanna, Wayne and Wyoming, George 

From the Third Senatorial district, in I?. Horton, William J. Turrell and Joseph 

the city of Philadelphia, M. Hall Stanton G* Patton* 
and William E. Littlo*,on ; and in this dis- From the Fifteouth Senatodal district, 
trlct the official return made to the Secre- composed,of the countiesof Columbia, Ly- 
tary of the Commonwealth by the return coming, Montour and Sullivan, John J. 
judges shows the election of R. E. Shap- Metzger, John G. Freeze and Henry C. 
ley, by a majority of two hundred and for- Parsons* 
ty-one, over Benjamin L, Temple, whilst From the Sixteenth Senatorial district, 
the certified copy of the *turns, died in composed of the counties of Cameron, M’- 
the of&e of the prothonotary, shows tho Kcan, Potter and Tioga, John S. Mann, 
election of Benjamin L. Temple, by a ma- Jerome B. Niles and Mortimer F. Elliott- 



composadof the csuntiesof Snyder, Perry, 
Sorthumberland and Cnion, Joseph Bai- 

, ly, Levi Rooke and John P. C!mnmiller. 
From the Eighteenth Senatorial dXrict, 

composed of the counties of Clinton, (‘anl- 
bria, Clearfield and Elk, George h&on- 
bath, John 0. Hall and Ashcl C’. Finnc>-. 

From the Xnetecnth Senatorial district, 
composed of the counties of Cnmbcrlnntl 
nncl Franklin, Samuel M. Wherry, J. M’- 
Dowcll Shnrpe and dohn Stewart. 

From the Twentieth Senatorial district., 
composed of the counties of Adams and 
York, William M’Clcnn, John Gi’oson and 
Thomas E. Cochran. 

From the Twenty-first Senatorial dis- 
trict, composed of the counties of Bedford, 
Fulton, Blair and Somerset, Samuel L. 
Russell, Jnmes W. Curry and Augustus 
S. Landis. 

From the Twenty-second Senatorial dis- 
trict, composed of the counties of Centre, 
Juniata, Nifflin and Hnntingdon, John 
hr. Bailey, Andrew Reed and John M’Cul- 
loch. 

From the Twenty-third Senatorial dis- 
trict, composed of the county of Allegheny, 
Thomas MacConncll, Samuel A. Pnrvi- 
ante, Thomas Ewing, John W. F. White, 
Matthew.EP\vards, Thomas Howard Mal- 
rolm Hay, John B. Guthric and Thomas 
II. B. Patterson. 

From the Twenty-fourth Senatorial dis- 
trict, composed of the counties of Indiana ~. 
:md Westmorcland, Dame1 is. Porter, An- 
drew M. Fulton and Silas M. Clark. 

From the Twenty-fifth Senatorial dis- 
trict, composed of the counties of Fayette 
and Greene, Dnniel Kane, Charles A. 
Black and John Collins. 

From the Twenty-sixth Senatorial dis- 
trict, composed of the counties of Beaver, 
Butler and Washington, ,John N. Pnrri- 
ante, Thomas R. Hazzzrd and William 
Hopkins. 

From the Twenty-seventh Senatorial 
district, composed of the counties of Cla- 
rion, Armstrong, Jeffers~i and Fores:, 
George W. Andrews, Johrl YU’Xurray and 
John Gilpin. 

From the Twenty-eighth Senatorial dis- 
trict, composed of the counties of Law- 
rence, Mercer and Venango, David Craig, 
Manly C. Beebe and Robert M. DeFrance, 

From the Twenty-ninth Senatorial dis- 
trict, composed of the county of Crawford, 
Frank Mantor, Samuel Minor and Pearson 
Church. 

From the Thirtieth Senatorial district, 
composed of the counties of Erie and Wnr- 

Kov;, thercforc, I, boxrzi TT’. (;E.%I:Y,. 
Governor 3s aforesaid, hnveissuotl this 111) 
proclama5on, hereby publishing and <ii’- 
claring t!lat the persons hereintiefore 
llamcd ha\-c: hen rcturncdas duly eiec’,otl 
dclqqtes from the State at large, dclc- 
gates at large from the city of Philadelphi:~, 
and as delegates from the different E&m- 
todal districts of the Hiate as hereinbefore 
recited, and are the names of the persons 
who have been chosen members of the 
Convention, to assssmhle in the hall of tne 
House of Rcpressntatives, at the Rtatc: 
Capitol, in Harrisbnrg, on the second Tnes- 
day, being the twelfth day of November, 
A. D. 1872, at twelve o’clock AI., on tll::t 
day, to revise nnd amend the Constit,ul.ioll 
of this State, in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the aforesaid act of the Genc:tn! 
Assembly of this Cominonwealth. 
Given under my hand and the Great Sea! 

of the State, at Harrisburg, this twcnt?-- 
second day of October, in the year 0:’ 
our Lord one thousand eight hundrc<l 
and sevent,y-two, and of the Comrno::- 
wealth the ninety-seventh. 

JNO. W. GEARY. 
13~ ~150 GOYER~~~ : 

FRAXIS JORDAN, 
&cretary of the Commonwealtk. 

The SECRETARY OF THE Cowxos- 

W'f&TIL The next thing in order, I sup- 
pose, will be the calling of the roll, to as- 
certain whether or not these persons a 1‘0 
present, or how nmny of t&m. The Clerk 
will please call the roll. 

The Clerk then called the roll, and thrb 
following named members answered ti) 
their names : 

DELECUTES AT LARGE IN'TIIESTATL- 

William H. hiney, WilliamH. hrmstrsng, 
William .J. Bscr, Linn Bartholomew, Jerca- 
miah S. Black, .John H. Campbell, William 
L. Corbett, Andrew G. Curt@, George XI. 
Dallas, William Davis, Samuel YE. Din?. 
mick, Samuel C. T. Dodd, ,Jamas Elh::, 
.J. Gillingham Fell, Franklin B. GO~IXI. 
Robert A. Lnmbcrton, George V. LXK- 
renoe, William Lilly, Hugh N. M’hllis:or. 
William M. Meredith, Andrew A. Pnr- 
man, James 1~. Reynolds, Samuel II. R,c!y- 
nolds, William I-1. Smith, John IT. W;:!- 
ker, David pr’. White, Harry White :I:::: 
George W. Woodward. 

DELEGATES AT LAIUXE IN PHILAUEG 

PIIIA CITY.-I%nry C. Carey, Lewis (‘. 
Cassidy, Theodore CLlyler, James II. ~Icv- 
erin, Edward C. Knight and John Pric- 
Wetherill. 



~IS’lxICT Dlsr,E~hTrss.-Joiln E, Ad- 
tiirks, Hamilton hlricks, George W. An- 
t1r0\ru, George A. Aclmllx~cll, JOhI AI. 

ISailcy, (Huntingdon,) Joseph llail>-, 
(Perry,) \Villiarn D. Raker, Thomas R. 
Iiannan, George 0. l3arclay, John Bards 
Icy, Jlunlp C’. Recbe, Gem-go W. Riddle, 
Charlcu ,\. ~lnck, C11nr1es 0. Ilomlllan, 

.J;mles I:o~d, Charles Brodhead, .John 31. 
I:ro~xull, Rasselss Hrown, HenrJ- (‘alter, 
Pr:~rson C‘hnrch, Silas 31. C’lark, ‘l’horn:~s 
I?. (‘o&ran, John Collins, George S. Cor- 
son, David Craig, John I’. ~‘ronmillcr, 
.Ja~llc?s IV. C”nrry, William Darlington, 
Itobt. SI. DcFrancc, Abraham II. Dnnning, 
Matthew Edwards, ;\lorbimer 1’. I3lliott, 
‘I’lmnas ICwing, Ashel C’. EYrmo.~, *John G. 
b’rcczc, Andrew M. Fulton, Josiah Fnndr, 
.lol~n (;11pin, Jno. I3. Gnthrie, Jno. G. Hall, 
U-n,. I:. Hanna, Edward IIarvcy, ~Inlcolm 
lI:ty, Thos. R. Ifazzard, Joseph Ilemphill, 
\\‘ilt. Hopkins, George F. Horton, TholPas 
Howard, CharlesHnnsicker, 1>3nic1 ICaine, 
;InsustosS. Landis, George Lcnr, Willinni 
13. LilAloton, Zzhariinh T,ong, Joel I3. 
Ri’C’mnant, William RZ’C’lran, Thomas 
?I:wConnelI, Jahn M’Cr~llouh, John l\i’- 
Rfnrray, Wayne MacVeagh, John S. Mann, 
Fr:nlk Mantor, John J. Mctzxer, Rarnuol 
Minor, llcnry S. Mott, James TV. M. Xcw- 
lin, .Icron~o H. Niles, Gideon W. Pnlmcr, 
Ilcnry W. Palmer, Henry C’. PnrsonF, 
lh\-id W. Patterson, Thomas H. I:. Pat- 
torson, .Joseph G. Patton, Daniel S. Porter, 
Lewis I’nghe, John X. Purviance, )%unuel 
A. Parriance, John R. Read, Ain&ew 
ltecd, Daniel L. Rhonc, Levi Rtw)ke, Gco. 
Itoss, Charles M. Run& Samuel L. Rus- 
sell, J. M’Dowell Sharp, J. A~lcsanrler 
Simpson, Henry G. Smith, Henry TY. 
Smith, &I. Hall Stanton, J&n f&wart, 
‘l’homas Struthers, William J. Turrcll, 
I~L’I~- Van Reed, John M. llTetherill, 
,~a~llnel X. Wherry, John W. 17. White 
and Edward R. Worrell. 

,Io!m Gibson, of the Tweutieth Senata- 
rlal district wxs absent. 

The SI~C:I~~MZ~ OF TIIE Cox~os.. 
\vis.).r.‘r11. In conformity with prccodciit, 
:clltl in recognition of the fact that this is 
a c!lristian (lomnronwealth, it is deemed 
pt~~pc:r the Convention should be opened 
\\.iLli payer. 

PRAYER. 

l’raycr was then offered by Rev. Dr. A. 
ii. Strong, pastor of the Pine strclet Prcu. 
I ,yleri;lll church, of Harrisburg, as fo!lows : 

Xlrniyhtp and all merciful God, in 
wl~nn wc live and move, and hal-e our 
IJeing, we bow onrsclres in Thy most holy 
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the gentleman from Chester, which I now 
do, for the Hon. Wm. M. Meredith to be 
called to preside over the deliberations of 
this Convention. 

The SECRETARY OF THE CoXnIO~- 

~EALTII. Mr. Meredith has been nomi- 
nated, and the nomination seconded, for 
President of this Convention. Are there 
any other nominations? If not, the Clerk 
will proceed with the calling of the roll. 

i\fr. HAY. There having been no other 
nominations for the office of President of 
this Convention, I move that the calling 
of the roll be dispensed with, and that Mr. 
Meredith be elected unanimously. 

The motion was unanimously carried. 
Mr. K~cV~.~ogr. Mr. Secretary : In re- 

lnembrance of the labors of our prcde- 
cex~ors last assembled for the same pur- 
pose for which we are gathered here, I 
more yonthat two of thesukving mcm- 

hers of that Convention, Mr. Woodward, 
of Philadelphia, and Mr. Dnrlington, of 
(%ester, be requested to conduct Nr. Mcre- 
clith, the Prcsidcnt elect, to the Chair. 

The motion was unanimously carried. 
The SECRETARP OF TIIE C!oxxos- 

WEALTH. Mr. Woodward and Nr. Dar- 
lington will please perform the duty assign- 
ed them. 

The President elect, Wm. &I. Meredith, 
of’ Philadelphia, was then couducted to the 
Chair by George W. Woodward, of Phila- 
delphia, and William Darlington, of Chcs- 
ter. Upon taking the Chair, the President 
xddressed the Convention as follows : 

Gentlemen : You have my hearty thanks 
for this mark of your confidence. I be- 
speak and shall need your kind aid in the 
discharge of my duty, and shall desire 
your forbearing consideration if I should 
call, unintentionally into error. The Con- 
T-ention will come to order. 

. OATR: ADSIIXISTERED TOTHE PREYIDI2W,! 

AND %IEMBERS. 

Mr. KAJNE offered the following rcso- 
lution, which was twice read and adopted: 

Resolved, That the following oath be ad- 
ministered by the Secretary of the Com- 
mouwealth to the President and mem- 
bers of this Convention : 

“You do swear (or affirm) that vou 
will support the Constitution of the United 
States, and discharge your duties as a 
nlember of thisConventionwith fidelity.” 

The Secretary of the Commonwealth 
then administered the above oath to the 
President of the Convention. 

Mr. HARRY WIIITE. Mr. President : For 
the purpose of expediting the business of 

swearing in the mombers, I suggest-1 tl11 
not make a motion-but I suggest that the 
Clerk call the roll, commencing alphabeti- 
cally at the head, and call as many as 
can conveniently stand around the Clerk’s 
desk, and then let the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth administer to them the 
oath. When they are through let them 
retire, and another class come up. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President: There is 
some difficulty in that suggestion. I 
think the usual manner of swearing the 
members of the Legislat,ure here is to first 
call those who swear by the uplifted hand, 
and those who swear by the book, and 
then those who affirm.. In calling thL’ 
names alphabetically, as suggested by the 
gentleman from Indiana, members may 
assemble to be sworn in the respective 
ways named, either to affirm or swear by 
the uplifted hand, or the book. I 
would suggest that the members who 
swear by the book be first called, and 
then those who swear by the uplifted 
hand, and then those who affirm. 

Thk PRESIDENT. The plan the Chair 

has adopted, and the one that will be pur- 
sued, &less otherwise ordered, is to call, 
first, those who swear by the book; sec- 
ond, those who swear by the uplifted 
hand; and third, those who affirm. A 
slight delay has been occasioned by the 
unfortunate fact that bibles are not, it 
seems,T7ery commonheqand it was ne- 
cessary to send out to get some. [Langh- 
tcr.] 

The President then directed the cnllinx 
of the roll, and those who swore by the 
book came forward, and the following 
oath was administered to them : 

“You and each of yen do severally 
swear that you will support the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, and that you 
will perform your duties as Delegates to 
this Convention with fidelity, so help you 
God.” 

Those who swore by the uplifted hand 

then came forward, and the followingoath 
was administered to them : 

‘LYou and each of you do swear by Al- 
mighty God, the searcher of all hearts, 
that you will support the Constitution of 
the United States, and that you will per- 
form your duties as members of this Con- 
vention with fidelity, and that as you 
shall answer to God at the great day.” 

Those who nfiirmed then came forward, 
and were qualified as follows : 

“You and each of you do solemnly, sin- 
cerely and truthfully declare and affirm 
that you will support the Constitution Lf 
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the united States, and perform your du- tion of 1837, until otherwise ordered, be 
t.ies as membersof this Constitutional Con- adopted for the government of this Con- 
vention with fidelity, and so you affirm.” vention, and that two hundred copies of 

CONNUNICATION FROlY THE SECRETARY the same be printed for the use of the mem- 

OF THE COrXXONWEATH. bers. 

The President then laid before the Con- 
MI-. HARRY WHITE. So far as appli- 

vention a communication from the S&m- 
cable. 

Mr. DALLAS. 
tary of the Commonwealth, which was 

I move to amend, by 

read. [See Journal.] 
adding the following : ‘6 But so much of 
said rules as refer to the appointment ot 

RULEs FOR THE COSVENTION. standing committees shall not be includetl 

Xr. HOPRINS ofl’ered the following roso- as part of the rules of this Convention.” 

1 ution, which was twice read : Mr. HOPKINS. I should like to know 

ResoZwed, That the rules of the House of 
what it is proposed to strike out. I have 

Representatives of this Commonwealth, 
never seen the rules, that I remember, of 
tl~e Convention of 1837. 

so far as applicable, be adopted for the 
government of this Convention. Mr. DALLAS. I see that a member in 

Mr. DARLINGTON moved to amend, by front of me has a copy. I ask that it be 

striking out allafter the word “ Resolved,” 
sent to the Clerk’s desk and read fol;infar- 

and inserting in lieu thereof the follow- mation. 

ing : 
Mr. MACVEAGH. They are not long, 

“That the Rules of the Convention of 
and I ask that they be all read. 

1837, until otherwise ordered, be adopted The Clerk read that part of the rules of 

for the government of this Convention.” the Convention of 1837, which it was pro- 

Mr. MANN: I second that motion. posed to strike out. 

Mr. HOPKINS accepted the amendment. Xr. DALLAS. I propose to amend, by 

Mr. DARLINGTON. Mr. President: I striking out all that portion which pro- 
vides for the appointment and duties of wish to say merely that those rules were 

. carefully considered and adopted by a t,he several standing committees which 

committea of the Convention, and then by Can have no status here. 
the whole body, and answered for the Mr. CLARK. Mr. President: The rules 
government of that Conventiou. They which have been rea.d, if I am not mis- * 
are much more appropriate, I presume, taken, were rules which were reported by i 
for the government of this Convention a committee, but I am not certain whether L 
than the rules of tho House of Representa- they wcro made the rules of the Conven- 
tives. They am easily accossiblo in the tion of 1837. They were subsequently di+ j 
first volume of the Debates of that Con- cussed, and, I think,modified. 

. 5-ention. 

b 
I 

Mr. KAIsE. I would inquire of the gen- 
:&man from Chester (Jir. Darlbgton) 
where those rules are to be found 1 

Mr. DARLINGTON. In the first volume 

Mr. WHITE, (Indiana.) Mr. President : 
I believe but one amendment to this reso- 
lution is before the Convention. I offer 
the following as an amendment to the 
amendmont, to come in at the close. 

.of the Debates and in the JournaL 
Mr. MANN. On page 28. I move to 

.amencl, by requesting the Clerk to have 
,printed 200 copies of these rules, for the 
use of the members of the Convention. 

Mr. ,JNo. PRICE WETIZERILL. I hope 
-not. We may not use those rules but a 
3 day. 

Mr. MANN. The reason why I desire 
them printed is that members can see 

The amendment was sent to the Clerk’s 
desk. 

Mr. HOPKINS. I suppose the pending 
question is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman on my left, (Mr. Dallas,) 
which is an .amendment to tho resolut.ion 
as modified by myself. The gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. White) proposes to 
amend that amendment. 

what they are-whether they will, have 
them continued. They arc the rules 

Mr. CUYLER. Mr. President : Would it 
not be better for us to adopt the rules of 
order of the Senate of Penns.ylvania, leav- 

;:dopted by the Convention of 1837. ing the rules for future consideration7 Is 
Mr. HOPKINS. I accept that, also, as a it not promature at this time to discuss Bhe 

xlodi&&ion of my resolution. organization of committees? All we want 
The resolution, as modified, was then now is the laws of parliamentary practiec. 

rea& as follows : Mr. MACVEAGH. Mr. President: I con- 
.~Resobe& That the rules of the Conven- CUP most cordially in that view, with the 



exception that I do not see the ncccs:+itJ 
for tho adoption of any rules. The conl- 
inon lam of parliamentary bo<lic9! ali atl- 
lninistcred by tho Chair, is suilicicnl uiltil 
we have a committee to prcsellt rules. I 
submit that it is entirely mmcccssary to 
adopt the rules of the IIonso or Scn:~te, or 
of the old Convention, but simply to rely 
upon the comnmn law of delibcmtivc :a% 
semblics, as administered b,y the Chair, 
until a committee can consider t!lo mattfr 
:mcl present a cnrcfnlly digested report ; 
and I trust, therefore, that the motion as 
amended will be voted down, and that vc 
will lsrocccd with the organization. 

The amendment to the nmon~nlent (of- 
fcrcd by Mr. White (Indiana) v;as then 
read, as folloWs : 

“And the Chair shall appoint a commit- 
tee of seven to report to the Convention 
rules for the government of its procccd- 
ings.” 

Mr. Bonn moved that the whole subject 
ho laid on the t,ablo for the presc:lt. 

The motion was agreed to. 

APPOIN’T~YIIEST OF CIIIEP CLERK. 

;\h-. IIARRY \~IIITIS OflCI'ed thC fOliO\V- 

ing resolution, which was read : 
RcsoZvecZ, That D. L. Imhric, Esq., bc 

and is hereby declared to be the C’hicf 
(‘lcrk of this Convention. 

The I'RESIDENT. The Convention not 

having yet oomo to any order upon the 
subject of ofliccrs, the Chair is in donbt as 
t,o whcthcr it is in order to offer such a 
resolution at this time, and will snbmit 
that rlncstion to the consideration of the 
Convention. 

The decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. Sriwrsox. Xr. President : I rise to a 
question of privilege. The Convention is 
aware of the fact that the Governor, in his 
proclamation, has declnrcd the election of 
1)u.t two persons from the Third Senatorial 
district of Philadclphin, and has dcolared 
his inability to say which of two other 
parsons w-as clccted. I offer the follolring 
resolution. 

The resolution ,x-as read, as follows : 
Resoloed, That a co3nrnittce of five be 

appointed to inquire into and report to 

ihis Convention whcthcr 16. 14. Shaploy or 
Eenjamin L. Temple is entitled to a sent 
ill the Convention Irom the Third Sennto- 
rial district. 

Mr. DALLAS. Mr. Prcsitlcnt : I happun 
to reside in the smnc district in which this 
question ,nrises, nnd therefore hare some 

li.tle jntcrcst in its proper disposition. I 
(lo Ilot reprcscnt that district in any par:. 
!)llL rcpLYzx11t the stllte :Lt lnrgc. I ilqb 

pen, howc~-cr, to reside there, and I nnl 
cstromcly ansions that whatever is don<. 
l),v this (:onrcntion in that matter shall b(x 
clone with due deliberation. Keither crt 
t I LCSC gentlcrncn are personal int.ini:t:<> 
friciids of mint. The result is of no co,!- 
scqucnce to mc, bat it is of consequcnc~~ 
to every mcmher of this Convcntiou, nn(l 
it is of consequence to the pcoplc of that 
district that this question should be vcr: 
carefully considered before it is dccidctl. 
The motion to refer this to a committee ot 
five, if carried, will result probably in :L 
divided committee 3s to its politicJ1 roni- 
plcsion. 

The PRESIDEST rcmarkcd that re!‘cr- 
enco to the political predilections of MWII- 
hers was not in order. 

Mr. Dhr.r.as. If I am in error I ask 
pardon. The lam under which we art’ 
organized provides that in the case of :L 
vacancy in a district, the vacnnq- shall 1,:. 
fillcti by the delegates at large who wTcr0 
votrtl for by the same class of rotcrs wvll<, 
voted for the person whose resignation 01 
death hns IIl,zdC n vacn11cy. 

It is clear that on0 or t,he other of tIic> 
gcntlemcn nnmcd has been elcctcd. I tic, 
not suppose there is a vacancy. I think 
thcra is ao doubt about the class of voters 
T\-ho voted fortllesegentlemcn,andI movc~ 
to amend the resolution so that the qzlc::- 
tion be rcferrcd to the fourtee: dclegatcy 
at lnrgc who were chosen to this C’OTI- 
vention by the minority party of tli:, 
state. 

;\rr. RrxPsos. It is 3 matter in mhi~lt 
I have no personal interest, excclk as :I 
n1attcr of right. I accept the amendment. 
I am requested by scnne members to S:~J 
that the two gentlemen between whol,l 
the seat is in controversy are of the sanlf’ 
political party as the delegates to whom it 
is proposed to refer this question. 

3!r. ;\I.\cV~.\orr. Mr. President : If in 
order, I wonld state, in reference to tllis 
sul),jcct, that I am cntircly unable to nn- 
tlcrstand how the eighth section is to 1~. 
al~plicd. 

T!lc ??RESIIE27~. Tho reso~ntion. ::s 
Ino!lificd, has not bee,] read. 

‘J’hc resolution, as modified, u-as rcntl. 
as fullows : 

Resolved, That the delcgntes at large last 
~lamcd in tho Governor’s proclamation i?fb 
nppointcd to inrluire into and report t:) 
this Convention, whether R. E. Shap!(l>.. 



or 13ctrjamin L. Tomplc is cntitlrtl to the 
seat in the Convention from the Third 
Senatorial district. 

Xr. JIacVn.zan. Mr. Prcsitlcnt : It oc- 
ctrrred to me to ask mhethc~r the gentlc- 
ntnn from Philadelphia had any detinite 
understanding how we w\-erc to apply- the 
eighth section of the act to this case. I 
c~mnot understand how I am to know who 
I-otcd for Mr. Temple or for Mr. Shr~plcy. 
and especially how I am t,o know that thcx 
xxw people voted for Mr. Dallas that \-otrtl 
cithcr for Mr. Temple or Mr. Shnpley. I 
know nothing of who voted for :n>y 01 
IllClll. Possibly the President does. I a111 
sere I am not in a condition to rote npoit 
it, unless Y accept the statcmcnt of suntc- 
body eise. \F-e hxvc bern s\vorn to tlis- 
ci~~go these dnties. I have no dcsiro to 
make captions opposition, or to intcrferc? 
in any way in this matter; bnt here is a 
w3c;ion t11at says, that “ tllosc lllclillx!mtlt 

large of the Convention who shall have 
!,ccn voted for by the same, or by a major- 
ity of the voters who shall have voted for 
such dislrict or city mcmbcr, shall till snch 
7-acancy.” While it is 1110 mcrcst surmise, 
if it is cvcn :I surmise, as to who voted for 
t hcse ntcn, we are askctl upon onr oaths 
:o assunLe the! fact; and as the gentlcrllan 
from Pl~ilndclpl~ia (Air. Dallas) sccnls to 
hart information, I thonght perhaps he 
wvonl~l give it. I do not know as anyl)otly 
else has the same trouble that I hart ; bnt 
unless somebody will show that Mr. Tcin- 
plc and the other gentlemen were Toter1 
ior by the same pcoplc, or a nxrjority of 
the same people who \-otcd for the tlclr- 
gates that mere elected npon the ticket 
with Mr. Dallas, I do not sco why this 
matter should be refcrrcd to them. 

Mr. DALLAS. Mr. President : I hare no 
desire to waste the time of the Convention 
unnecessarily over a matter of this kind, 
lmt I cannot hesitate to reply to the gen- 
tleman’s call for information. I ditl not 
suy that we were within the lcttcr of that 
provision of the eighth section of the in% 
of Assembly, because I distinctly stated 
my belief to be that w‘o hnvo no vacancy 
in that district. I do not suppose thcrc is 
:I vacancy. I3ut I suppose the spirit of 
that section was this, that in case any scat 
that sllonlcl bo filled is vacant-that is, if 
any district entitled to three, has bnt two 
delegates-then in that cast the same 1 o- 
terswho, nnder the spirit of the law, wonltl 
be entitled to fill that vacancy, are cn- 
titled to have it filled by the delegates at 
argc whom they voted for. 

Ill-. I,r’r’rr,K’ros. Mr. President: I tlc- 
sin?, at this time, to present to tho Con- 
veiit ir,ll r(‘sollltions mnnmnously adopted 
by tht: comicGIs of I’l~ilndrll~l~ia, asking 
this (:onr-ention to hold itssessionsin that 
c::>-. I prcsont them to the Conventicnr 
for its artion. 

Srr. :-This is to ocrtify tllat the follow- 
ing is:, trrlcandcorrcct copyof theoriginal 
rcsolntions alq~rorcd by his Honor, the! 
Mayor, the twenty-si-xth day of October, 
A. 1). ISZ, entitled ‘L Ecsolution in refer- 
cnce to the (‘onstitntional C’onycnlion.” 

Resolved by the Select and Common Coun- 
cils of the city of Ndcidelplhin, That the 
Convention to :msc~lll)lc 011 tllo second 
Tucstlay of Sovcmkr nest to rcvisc the 
Constitntion of this (‘ollllnollwealtl~, be 
and is hcrcby rcspccifully ant1 cordi;rll~- 
invitetl to hold its xessioils iI1 this city, 
and a hcmfy welcome is licrcl~y tendcrctl 
to its nlcnrl)crs and olliccrs. 

Resolved, That upon ffttcrn days notice 
of the intention of said (‘onrclition to 
meet and remain in Philadcll~l~ia a suitn- 
1~10 hall, l~r(~l)erl~furllisllctl ant1 nrralrgecl, 
will be proridcd for the nsc of the (‘on- 
vention, at the csprnsc of this city. 

Resolved, That a copy of tllc foregoing 
rcsolntions be tleliucrod to the Prcsidcnt 
of tllo (‘onvcntion iminotliatel~- npon its 
organization. 

Attest: 

JOSEPIT Il. P_\IST, 
Assistant Clerk Select Council. 

Mr. BARTHOLONEW. Mr. President : T 
dcsirc, in connection with this communi- 
cation, if it be in order, to offer the follow- 
ing rcsolntion : 

Resolved, That the inritntion of Philn- 
delphia to this (‘onrcntioir to hold its 
permanent sessions in that city, bo a+ 
ceptcvl, and that its connrils lx forthwith 
notified hcrcof, ant1 that the ii l~crnnmcnt 
sessions” of the (.~onvclltioll~~~ll lw held ill 
snc*h hall in that city as its:luthoritic~sI,1:~? 
llro\-itlc for the purpose. 

Air. KAISS. I mo~c that this c’onvcn- 
tion do nom adjourn, to nieet to-morrow 
morning at ten o’clocl~, and that that be 



CONSTITUTIOSAL CONVENTION. 

the standing hour of meeting until othcr- 
wise ordered. 

The PRESIDENT. That motion will hare 
to be divided. The motion to adjourn is 
a simple motion, and nothing can be at- 
tach& to it. 

Mr. KAINB. I mow!, t11on, that wIleI 

the Convention adjourns, it adjourns to 
meet to-morrow morning at ten o’clock. 

The motion of L\ir. ISaino was not agreed 
to. 

Mr. COCHEAN. I hope that resolution 
will not bc pressed to an immediate vote, 
but that time will bc tnken to consider it 
Ijeforc action is taken upon it. I think this 
body is not prepared to dccicle that ynos- 
lion now, and without discussing it, or in- 
ilicating my own pcrsonill views up3n the 
subject. I move that the further consider- 
ation of the resolution be postponed forthe 
present. 

011 the question of agreeing to the mo- 
tion of Xr. Co&ran, thC yeas ZUltl llZLJ3 

were called. 
JIr. I<AIXIL I understand the questiou 

is u~mn the motion to p0stpOnC the rc’sn- 
lution for the present, offcxed by the gen- 
tleman on my left. 

The PRESIDENT. Discussion is no& in Y 
or&r. Sothing is in order but to take the 
vote. . JIr. 11 JTIT~, (Indiana.) I move to 
amend, by making the motion to postpone 
indefinite, for the purpose of bringing 
the matter bcforc the House for discrlssiou. 

The PRE311~EXJT. Kothing is in order 
but tn take the vote. 

On the question, 
Will the Conventionagree to the Inotion 

of Mr. Cochran ? 
The yem and nayswere required hy Nr. 

D. N. White and Mr. Stanton, aud were as 
follows, viz : 

YESS. 

Messrs. Armstrong, Alricks, hchenbach, 
Baer, Baily, (Perry,) Black, (Greene,) 
Curtin, Cochran, Craig, Cronmiller, Dar- 
lington, DeFrance, Elliott, Freeze, Fnlton, 
Funck, Hall, Haz%trd, Hopkins, Howard, 
Kninc, Lamberton, Lawrence, Landis, 
M’Allister, M’Clcan, hI’Cnlloc11, Mac- 
Veagh, Mann, Mantor, Mctzger, Jlinor, 
Mott, Kiles, Purman, Pattersop, (A\lle- 
$xnv,) Patterson, (Lamxster,) Porter, 
Pur&nce, (Allegheny,) Purviancc, (But- 
ler,) Reynolds, James I~., Reed, (Mitflin,) 
Rooke, Runk, .Russell, Smith, (Bcrks,) 
Smith, (Lancaster,) Struthers, VanReed, 
Walker, White, (Indiana,) White, Dar-id 
N., Wherry and White, J. W. F.-X 

NAYS. 

SI’essrs. Ainey, h&rows, Bnrtholomew, 
Black, (York,) Bailey, (Hnntin@on,) 
Baker, Bannan, Fkardsloy, Bccbc, 13idclle, 
~owmml, Boyd, Brodhead, Broo~nnll, 
Brown, Barclay, Cnmpbcll, C!orhett, (,‘arey, 
(‘artcr, Cassidy, Church, Clark, Collins, 
Carson, Curry, C!ayler, Davis, Dimmick~ 
Dodd, Dallas, Dunning, Ellis, Eric-nrds, 
Ewing, Fell, Pinney, Gowen, Gilp’.n, 
Gnthrie, Hanna, Harvey, Hay, Homp- 
hill, Heverin, Horton, Hunsicker, Knight, 
Lilly, Lear, Littleton, Long, M’Cxmant, 
RI’Connell, M’AIurray, Newlin, Palmer, 
H. TV., Palmer, G. W., Parsons, Patton, 
Pughc, Reynolds, 8. I-I., Read, (Philndcl- 
phia,) Rhone, Ross, Smith, (hlloghcny,) 
Sharpe, Simpson, Stanton, Stewart,, Tur- 
rell, Woodward, Wetherill, (Philadel- 
phia,) Wetherill, (Schuylkill,) Worrell 
and Meredith, President.-77. 

So the question wa,y determined in the 
negative. 

The question then recurred on agreeing 
to the resolution of Mr. Bartholomew. 

Srr. HoPIiIpis. I move that this Con- 
vention do now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 
Mr. WBITE, (Indiana.) I offer the fol- 

lowing resolution upon this subject. 
The PRESTDEXT. A resolution is already 

before the House. The resolution will 
now be again read. 

The resolution of Mr. Bartholomew was 
rend by the Clerk. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I would inquire of 
the mover of this resolution what he means 
by “ permanent sessions ” of this Conven- 
tion? When are these “permanent ses- 
sions ” to commence 7 What does he 
mean by that expression ? Does he mean 
that WC arc to take our hats and coats now 
and march to Philadelphia, or does he 
mean that wc aro to remove there at some 
future time ? The only dcfininqwords are 
6‘ permanent sessions.” This session is 
just as permanent as any we are to have. 
I hope t,lie gentleman will inform 11s what 
he means by that resolution. 

I wish to ~3y that at the proper time I 
shall ba decidedly in favor of adjourning 
this Convention to meet in Philadelphia. 
But I shall not be in Favor of such an ad- 
j ournment until the Convention shall have 
appointed one or several committees for 
the purpose of preparing amendments for 
our future action. Those committees will 
need considerable time in preparing the 
amendments they will probably submit. 
Meanwhile, the Convention will have no- 
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thing to do. If the Convention should NAYS. 
take that course, which it seems likely to Jlessrs. Armstrong, Ainey, hndrews, 
do, 1 should move that, after aPPOintin Addi&s, A&enbach, Bartholon~euv, Bai- 
one or more committees to refer to the 
questions of amendment to the Constitu- 

1 ey,(Huntingdon,) Raker, Rannan, Bards- 

tion, this body should adjourn to meet 
ley, Beebe, Biddle,Boyd,Rrodhead,Brown, 

after the holidays in the city of Philadel- 
proomall, Barclay, Curtin, Campbell, Cor- 

phia, in such hall as the Councils might 
bett, Carey, Carter, Cassidy, Clark, Coll&, 

provide for it. That, sir, would be a defi- 
C&son, Craig, Curry, Cuyler, Davis, Dal- 
las, Darlington, Dunning, Ellis, Edwards, 

nite time f6r meeting in Philadelphia, for swing, ~~11 
when the next session is held afteradjourn- 

Gowen, Gilpin, Guthrie, 

ment it wouldbe held there. But to adopt 
Hanna, Harv&, Hay, Hemphill, Heverin, 

this resolution in its present praseology is 
Horton, Hunsicker, Knight, Lilly, Lear, 

to resolve what I confess, for one, I cannot 
Littleton, Long, M7Camant, ~ewlin, Pure 

comprehend. If the gentleman means 
man, Palmer, H. W., Palmer, G. W., Par- 

t@at we are now, instanter, to transfer the 
sons, Patton, Pughe, Reynolds, 5. II., 
Read, (Philadelphia,) Rhone, Ross, Runk, 

-i 

sessions of this body to Pl~iladelphi% 1 srnitll, (Allegheny,) Simpson, Stanton, 
am opposed to the resolution. But if it 
be that after our work is apportioned to 

Struthers, Turrell, Wetherill, (Philadel- 
phia,) We therill, (Schuylkill,) Worrell 

appropriate committees this body is to ad- 
journ to Philadelphia, I shall. support the 

and Meredith, President-‘73. 

resolution with great pleasure. 
So tho question was determined in the 

Mr. ALRICKs. I move to strike out all 
negative. 

after the word “ resolved,” and insert the 
The question recurred on agreeing to the 

following : “That when this Convention resolution of Mr. Bartholomew. 

adjourn, it adjourn to meet in this plare Mr. ~~ACVBAC+FI. I move to amend, by 
to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.” striking out all after the word “resolved,” 

Mr. CUYLER. I would inquire if that and inserting the following : 
“That the communication be received, amendment is in order-if it is germain to 

the original resolution. The one provides and that it be taken into consideration 

br the permanent sittings of the Conven- next Tuesday, the 19th instant, upon the 

tion in Philadelphia, and the other for a assembling of the Convention.” 

temporary adjournment. I desire &ply to say in reference to, 

The PRESIDENT. If the gentleman dc- and in elucidation of what Judge Wood- 

sires it, the Chair will submit the question ward stated partially, that whatever be 

to the House. * the will of the Convention it will undoubt- 

On the question, will ihe Convention 
edly be carried out, and that in as brief a 
time as possible. Just now it is utterly agree to the amendment of Mr. hlricks? 

The yeas and nays were required by Mr. 
impossible, as it seems to me, and I know 

Hopkins and Mr. Alricks, andwere as fob 
many othermembers think the same way, 
to decidethismatterwithoutsome further 

lows, viz : 

YEAS. 

organization of the Convention, and with- 
out some further distribution of it,s labors, 
and until we have an outline of what we 

Me&s. Alricks, Baer, Black, (York,) are to do, and possibly until we may ad- 
Raily, (Perry,) Black, (Greene,) Bowman, journ a short time. Certainly next week 
Church, Cochran, Cronmiller, Dimmick, all that will be ascertained, The amend- 
Dodd, De France, Elliott, Pinney, Freeze, ment fixes a definite time, and within a 
Fulton, Funck, Hall, Hazzard, Hopkins, very brief time for the full consideratiou 
IIoward, Raine, Lamberton, Lawroncc, of the matter, when the Convention will 
Landis, M’hllister, M’Clean, M’Connell, be in possession of very much fuller in- 
M’Cullocli, M’Murray, MacVeagh, Mann, formation of the probable duration of its 
Mantor, Xetzger, Minor, Mott, ‘Niles, Fat- sessions, and of the probability of its early 
terson, (Allegheny,) Patterson, (Lancas- adjournment than itcan be now. It seems 
ter,) Porter, Purviance, (Allegheny,) Pur- to me that this resolution decides the mat- 
viance, (Butler,) Reynolds, James L., ter by “snap” judgment, as it were, for, 
Reed, (IMifflin,) Rooke, Russell, Sharpe, until we know what course the Conven- 

.f 

Smith, (Berks,) Smith, (Lancaster,) Stew- tion will take in its business, we are not 
art, Walker, White, (Indiana,) White, in a condition to decide upon sitting any- 
David N., Woodward, Wherry and White, where. Therefore what is the immediate 
J. W. F.--S& neccmity for fixing a place for the perma- j 



ncnt sessions of the C:onvcntloll? If t:lc ar? not in n condition to decide whc:1 (xi 
COU~RC Judge Woodwnrd s!qg~ts IS ndopt- ~~llcrc\?-cshallailjonrnto. Itisourtlutyto 
ccl, undoubtedly there lvill bc no ncccw to 1;:~ out onrworlr and got it intothe ha;ltl* 
sity for permanent sessions after n week of the proper committees. Wbcn WC Yhd I 
or ten days. It Scem.3 to mp ;h::t iI1 all hart done that, I hope the CTonvention 
fairness to evcrybody,wc will br f:tr bcttcr will adjonrn for n timo long cnon$ tl> 
prepxcd to decide upon the matter in :I ~n:~b10 those committees to do thclr work 
work from now, or even less ti:no after most carefull,y. A week, sir, is not long 
the (‘onvcntion has hncl a full view of’ CUOUgh; nor is a month. ,Ynd, in 19y 
~113: will bc the prabnblc course 0:‘ its btl- j utlgmcnt, it wonld l)o a great mistake fat 
sincss. 11s to meet this sitlc of the holidnyS when 

hlr. SIXPSON. I move to :uncwd the WC do adjown. Then the Legislature wil I 
:!lncndmcnt, by striking ant tho ~vorcl Ix: in scssion here, and obvionsl,v tlxm will 
6’ permanent,” and inserting in liou tllorcof 1~ lhc time to ncccpt this polite invitation 
the words, “from and after the 9th day oi from the city of Philadelphia. Now, it 
I~ecember next.” That is, that from :mtI seems to 1x1~ that it would bo the bc!tt~: 
:tftcr the 9th dnp of Ikccmbcr llc:st, tho \v: y to lay all thcSo resolutions 011 thr 
r,?snionS of this Convcntiori will bc hcaltl in tal)lo for the pPCSent, and addrCSS Onr- 
Philaclclphi:~. aclvcx to the qnestion whotlicr wc slinll 

‘I’hn PIIESI~~ENT ruled the amc:ldment 11:rvc one conlmittee or several colnmittec:; 
out of order. to wnsider these amendments. Lft those 

hlr. \Vm~Hsnn,L (Philadell~hia.) It committees be appointed, thou we will 
seems to mc t!lut it would be impossible consider when to adjourn, and whciher we 
for US to fix any definite time. Ire may bc sll:~lladjoourn toPl~ilndell~hi:~. Ivery ml:c4l 
ready to adjourn this day week, or we may hope ample timo mill bo given ts1 tllcs:! 
1)~ ready before. If this C’onvontion will committee?, and it cnnnot be given lmlesr 
silnply accept the invitations of the coun- we adjourn nntil after the llolidag-S. I 
cils of the city of Philndclphia, nnd fix the drew 11~ a resolution on this snbjcc!, which 
time hcrenftcr, it Seems to me tllat will I do not memo to offer; but that it map- 
wmr the whole ground. I move yen, place the thought in my mind before tllc 
1 hcrcfore, that the nmcnclmcnt off(~rcd by convention, I will ask the Clerk to xx1 it. 
the gentleman from Dauphin (hIr. Mac- It expr~Ssos my whole thought on the! 
Ve:@) bc amcndod, b,v striking out all SnLJject. I ask that it may be rc:ul as :L 
after the word I‘ rcsolvcd,” and inserting part of my spcc~h. 
the following : 

“ That the invitation bo acccl~tcd, and The resolution was read, as follows : 

the time of xdjournmcnt thereto IJC hcrc- 
after dctcrmincd.” 

Be it ~esoZvec2, That all the articles, SCC- 
tioriS and clanscs of the Constitntion of 

31~. WOODWARD. ?,?lr. Prcsidcllt : Let Pennsylvania, including the sche:lnlc, to- 
mc say that, in my hnmblo opinion, this gether with all propositions that lllay lx 
whole discussion is premature. I do not Submitted to the Corlventionfor the alter2 
Ixliove WC arc in a condition to decide tioil or amendmellt of Said Conslitution, 
wlwn WC Tvill go to IJliiladelphia, or whore be and the S.mle :~re hereby rcfcrrcd to 
WC shall meet, nntil we have appointed a conllnittce of _ nlexnbcrs, to lx all- 
thC comlnittccs t0 do tllC work Of this pointed by the (‘h&, whereof the I’rcsi- 
body. Wc arc here, as I undcrst:md, for dent of the Convention Shall be cirnirmnn, 
the purpose of proposing amCIldmCntS t0 whose duty it shall be to consitlor. fr:tme 
the Constitution, to be Submitted to the and rcp”rt Such alterations 2nd :tmcnd- 
lxoplc of Pennsylvania. Those amend- mcntsof the said C!onstitution as they may 
lilcnts mnst be carefully cousidcred and deem necessary and expedient. Aknd to 
rarcfully frnmCd, and that cnn Only bc enable the S:lid committee the bcttcr to 
(lone through committees. Those corn-- prepare their report, the Conrcntion, bc- 
1nittccs must hare tillle l-0 do their work fore considering any constitutional mllcnd- 
properly. There is no proposition, at prcs- me&, will adjoarn tomcct ontbc _ da) 
ent, before this body for the appointment of January, ,1. D. 1873, in the city of Phil- 
of those committees, and until wc s!lnll adelphi- Lb) in such hall as the nlayor and 
h:we appointed one colmllittee-~vllicll I councils of said city Shall furniuh, and the 
kleliove wonId be the better way--or scv- report of the oomulittcc Shall be Submittetl 
era1 committees, to t&o up the Snbjccts to the (klvention for its consideration, di- 
WC oxmc hero to IIarrisburg to consider, 
to prelure our amcndmentu, I submit WC 

rctckly the body re-assembles in pzrsunnco 
of Such adjournment. 
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;\Ir. ~A~TH~I,~ME~. Arr. Preaidcnt : I 
desire to say that the adoption of the origi- 
nal resolution, in my judgment,, does not 
iuterferc with the object which my fricutl 
.Judgo Woodward desires to accon~plish. 
In the resolution I offered, time is wrc- 

t frilly avoided. The time for the adjourn- 
nwnt of this bodv and its re-assembling 
in permanent se&ion is not referred to ; 
but I thought it eminently proper when 
the communication was received from tho 
city of Philadelphia, making this ofYer, 
that some action should be taken upon it, 
that wo should either accept or reject it, 
and that thcacceptance should bcsigni fled 
to them that they might he enabled to 
make such preparations as would neccs- 
warily bo involved in our adjournment or 
removal from here to that citt. Kow I 
take it that under that rcsoIution all the 
nccessmy business of this Convention can 
be gone through with. It can bo thor- 
oughly accomplished, and then it is for 
the Convention to say that they have so 
complctcd their organization as to l>o 
ready to adjourn for the purpose tither of 
x-assembling here or else%-how. There 
is no uecessitv for havingthe time inscrtcd 
ln the resolution ; leave that for the future 
action of the Convention. \Vhcn thq 
hare accoml~lislied wllat they dcsirc here, 
have perfixted their organization alit1 got 
into w-orking trim, thcu t,liey can adjourn 
for the Convention to re-assemble in the 
city of Philadelphia or hex. That an ad- 
journment over the holidays is necessary, 
I think x-c all acquiesce in and agree to. 

Sow, Mr. President, I do think that the 
resolution as offered was certainly ofGred, 
not Tv-ith any design for an immediate nd- 
jourmncnt, hut that the husincss of this 
body should hc gono into so far as to place 
it in a condition to do the work devolving 
upon it, to wit : By the appointment of its 
commjttccs, the committees to put it in 
shape for ef-lixtive operations, then for the 
Convention to fix the time. Now, the word 
“ permanent ” is used in that resolution. 
Ny friend objects to the word. I think it 
is proper, for when we refer to the act we 
find that we are to assemble here at IIar- 
risburg, that we arc here to organize, and 
that the power is vested in us to adjourn 
at such time and to such plncc as we may 
deem proper. It certainly uses language 
conveying at least the idea to the mind that 
this is not to be our permanent location, 
lxxause the Legislature no donbt contem- 
plated the fact , which is a fact, th:Lt the 
Legislature is to assemble in these halls, 
and that it is to be occupictl, so that it 

wonld l)e impossible for us to be in session 
at 0nc and the same time. Tlicrefore, I 
take it that x-0 have pet to fix the pcrma- 
nollt l)lacc for the working of this Conren- 
tioll-that this is not its perinancnt loc:t- 
tioii, that that is not yet decided upon. It 
seems to me that the language of the reso- 
lution is proper. hsT saicl before, it does 
not interfere with the business of the c’on- 
vention. \Vc hnvc thiscor:lmnnic:~tiorl lxitl 
bcforc us, and why not act upon it? C’cr- 
txinly it is no more than courtesy, and no 
more than right, tht WC? shonld give it 
immediate action, such as its generosity 
and liberality demands of us. It 7ras in 
this spirit I offered the resolution, anti I 
hop0 it will bc acted upon before the ad- 
journment of this body. 

Mr. I). IT. ~\‘IIITE. I\Ir. T’rcsident : I 
hope this resolution will not be pressed 
upon us to-day. WC pcntlcmrn who live 
in the f:,~r west want t,ime to think about 
this. 1\‘e do not lwnt to bc driven into :L 
measure of this kind, wllich a%Xts us so 
seriously. Jgesidcs I all1 inforrncd the 
councils of the city of I’ittsburg llave 
p:~sse(l :x similar resolution, which will 
l)rol):ll~ly 110 here to-morrow. Lot us wait 
:mfi llavc that here bcforc \ve jump so 
hastilg to a conclusion in this matter. It 
lllilr lx, :lnil I snpposc x-c arc, in thr 

lrx~~dls of those in favor of going to l’hila- 
clclphia ; that is very trident. But do 
rlc,t Ilurr,v us gcntlemcn ; xire us tiine to 
think about it. 170n require 11s to go 0nC 

hundred miles further from our llomcs, 
put us to 1110x expense, more time is lost 
to us, and 1 liopc the r’onrention will not 
hurry this matter. Thcrc can bc no hxrn1 
in lctt,jilg jt lie over a day or two until Kc 
can think nl,out it and look over tlx 
ground. I bopc, thcreforc, the resolution 
will iwt be adopted. 

Mr. TAN~IS. Mr. Speaker : I mol-c you 
that the further considcmtion of this suh- 
ject be indefinitely postponed. 

The motion of Xr. Landis was not agrectl 
to. 

Mr. I)artr.Isc;~ror;. nrr. Sl)oakcr : I am 
decidedly in favor of removing from this 
place, because it is perfectly apparcut xc 
cannot get through hero in time for the 
J,cgislature tooccupy these halls. Soman, 
who has thought at all upon this subject, 
I lnwuine, sulq~oscs we can perform oux 

duty in that time. Wo must provide an- 
0;11eu ~,lXT. That 1~1:wx, I think, in the 
minds of a I1uljorit,y of the Convention, 
manifcstlp is Philadcll~l~ia. I shall vote 
for it. I shall vote for accepting the inyi- 
tation of the rouucils of the city of J?hiln- 
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delphia, with a modification, to wit : That 
not the city, but the State, shi~ll pay the 
expense, which I propose to vote for at, tllo 
proper time. But, sir, I would also have 
:I comrnittec appointed. I accept the idcn 
of my friend (Judge Woodward) to some 
cstent, that a committee of this Convcn- 
tion be appointed, who shall inquire into 
the matter, visit the city of Philadelphia, 
and, in concert with the councils, decide 
upon a proper place and a proper time. 
This also should be done early, because it 
would take sometime tefit up a hall. Rut 
we are not yet organized. Our organiza- 
tion is not yet completed. We require a 
Chief Clerk or a Secretary to bc elected. 
We ought also to further inquire what 
other officers, if any, are necessary to dis- 
charge the duties appertaining to this 
body. In order that we may get at the 
proper business of to-day, to wit: The 
election of a Secretary, and the appoint- 
ment of a committee to ascertain what 
other officers we should have beside, 
I move to postpone the further considera- 
tion of the r&solution aud its amcnd- 
ments for the present. 

Mr. GOWEN. Mr. President: I would 
suggest the following as an amendment to 
the original resolution, and I think, from 
what I have heard in this hall, it will meet 
with the views of a large numbcr of the 
delegates: Strike out all after the word 
“ resolved ” and insert the following : 

“That the invitation of the councils of 
the city of Philadelphia be accepted, and 
that all the sessions of this body, after 
January 1, 1S73, be held in that city.” 

Xr. WETIIERILL (Philadelphia) with- 
drew his amendment. 

Xr. II. W. S~TII. Mr. President : The 
organization of the Convention is provided 
for in the third section of the act of April 
1‘1, 1872, and it authorizes the election 
of one of their number as President, and, 
after the members are sworn in, such other 
officers as may be needed in the transac- 
tion of its business. That provision of the 
scotion has not yet been fully complied 
with; and I submit that the paper prc- 
scnted to the Convention by the councils of 
the city of Philadelphia,and the resolutions 
tliLtt followed, are entirely out of order, and 
that the Convention must be fully organ- 
ized under the third section of the act of 
Assembly before anything of that kind 
can be done, or before the Convention can 
proceed to business. Now, after providing 
for the meeting of the Convention on this 
day, and the reading of the proclamation 
of the Governor, it isprovidedthat, <‘there- 

upon said Convention shall proceed to or- 
ganize by electing oho of their number :IC: 
I’residcnt, and, after the members arc! 
sworn in, such other officers as may bc 
needed in the transaction of business.” 

Xow, I do contend, under this law, the 
plttin letter of the law and the spirit of it. 
that the Convention can do no business 
until they are fully organized, as proridcd 
by this third section of the law, and thnt 
the reception of the paper, and the resolu- 
tion and amendments following, arc on- 
tirely out of order. We are scarcely warm 
in our seats before an att,empt is made to 
takethisConventionto Philadclphia,whcu 
there are other places that are equally de- 
sirable, where the same or better accom- 
modations can be had. Let us organize the 
Convention fully, and let something b!’ 
done, as has been suggested by *Judge 
Woodward, and proceed as far as we cm, 
and then, if the uxdjority of the Conven- 
tion decide in favor of going to Philadel- 
phia, we can go there. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the gentleman 
submit that as a question of order? 

Mr. H. W. SMITH. I do. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair will submit 

that question totho Convention. The ques- 
tion now is, is any other business in order 
except the clcction of a Clerkand oEicers? 

On the question, is the point of order 
well taken? 

The yeas and nays were required by Mr. 
Smith (Berks) and Mr. MacVeagh, and 
were 3s follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

Jlessrs. Alricks, Achenbach, Baily, (Per- 
ry,) Beebe, Bowman, Broomall, Barclay, 
Cl:nrch, Craig, Dimmick, Darlington, De 
France, Dunning, Elliott, Fell, Finney, 
Froezc, Fulton, Funck, Cuthrie, Hazzard, 
Hopkins, Howard, Kaine, Lamberton, 
Lawrence, Landis, M’Culloch, M’Murray, 
MacVeagh, Metagcr, Mott, Niles, Pattor- 
son, (Allegheny,) Patterson, (Lancaster,) 
Purviance, (Butler,) Reynolds, James L., 
Rooke, Russell, Sharpe, Smith, (Rerks,) 
Stewart, Htruthers, Van Reed, Woodward, 
Wetherill, (Schuylkill,) Wherry and 
White, J. W. F.-48. 

NAYS. 

Messrs. Armstrong,Ainey, Androws,hd- 
dicks, Rartholomew, Baer, Black, (York,) 
Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Raker, Bannan, 
Uardsley, Biddlo, Black, (Greene,) Hoyd, 
Brodhead, Brown, Curtin, Campbell, Cor- 
bett, Carey, Carter, Cassidy, Clark, Coch- 
ran, Collins, Corson, Ci-onmiller, Curry, 
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Cnyler, Davis, Dodd, Dallas, Ellis, Bd- Mr. JOEIN Pnrou’ WETHERILL. Mr. 
wards, Ewing, Gowen,’ Gllpin, Hall, President : It seems to me this resolution 
Hanna,’ Harvey, Hay, Hemphill, IIev- is rather indefinite, and that it would re- 
erin, Horton, Hunsicker, Knight, Lilly, qnire a considerable amount of time, as 
Lear, Littleton, Long, M’Allister, M’Cam- well as a considerable sum of money, 
ant, M’Clean, I$I’Connell, Mann, Mantor, to place a suitable hall in readiness for 
Minor, Newlin, Purman, Palmer, H. W., a committee to say whether they will 
Palmer, G. W., Parsons, Patton, Porter, take it or not, and therefore it is rather an 
Pughe, Purviance, (Allegheny,) Roy- indefinite resolution. My idea is, that if 
nolds, S. II., Read, (Philadelphia,) Reed, this Convention see fit., a committee should 
(Mifflin,) Rhone, Ross, Run4 Simpson, be appointed to meet with a like commit- 
Smith, (Allegheny,) Smith, (Lancast,er,) tee from Philadelphia, and they together 
Stanton, Turroll, Walker, White, (Indi- select a suitable hall. The city of Phila- 
ana,) White, David I?., Wetherill, (Phila- delphia has agreed to place that hall in a 
delphia,) Worrelland Meredith, President condition that will be entirely acceptable 
-83. to every member of this Convention, they 

So the question was determined in the Paying the cost of the same. It seems to 
negative. me if we simply accept the invitation, and 

The question recurring on the amend- fix the time, that we will, after the first 

ment offered by Mr. MacVeagh, of January, hold our meetings in Phila- 

Mr. TURRELL moved toamend the same, 
delphia. The councils of Philadelphia 

by striking out the words proposed to be 
will have ample time to prepare the hall, 

inserted, and inserting in lieu thereof the 
and there will be no more trouble about 

following : 
it. It stems to me the amendment of the 

Resolved, That the invitation of Phila- 
gentleman from Philadelphia covers the 
whole ground ; therefore, I withdrew my 

delphia to hold our sessions in that city be amendment to give room for his. 
accepted, and that upon information that Mr. MACVEAGH. Mr. President: This 
a suitable hall is in readiness, this Conven- 
tion will appoint a committee to examine 

question ought not to be put upon the 

the same, and report thereon to this body, 
ground of the courtesy due to the conncils 

and upon such report the Convention will 
of Philadelphia, for courtesy does not rc- 

then determine the time or date of remo- that courtesy would be equally due to the 
quire an immediate answer; and at least 

val thither, and notify the authorities of C 
Philadelphia accordingly. 

.ouncils of the city of Pittsburg, to wait 
for the reception of their invitation before 

Mr. J. R. READ. Mr. President: It is we formafly close upon the proposition; 

unnecessary for me to say that I am in fa- and it seems to me equally due to the au- 
vor of the resolution offered by my friend thorities of this city, who have been pre- 

from Schuylkill (Mr. Rartholomew.) It paring themselves to make a proposition 
occwrs to me that the passage of all these of this character to the Convention: No- 

amendments is only postponing a decision thing of that kind was expected to be do- 
that had better be made now. It occurs tided to-day, I venture to say, by a very 
t.o me, that as a matter of courtesy, we large majority of this Convention, and it 

should accept or decline the invitation of is, therefore, it seems to me, not acting 
the municipal authorities of Philadelphia. with special courtesy to Philadelphia, but 
I understand that the an~endment offered with a lack of it to other places. While it 
leaves the time of adjournment entirely is defensible, perhaps, upon other grounds, 
in the hands of the Convention, and I con- I do not think it is upon the ground of 

cede that that is the proper place for it to be. courtesy, without affording the city of 
I can hardly agree in some views expressed Harrisburg and other cities mentioned, an 

by gentlemen of the Convention, that it opportunity to present communications 

is neoessary for us to name the time. It uPon the subject. 
mav not be necessary for us to remain here Mr. TURRELL’R amendment to tho 
u&l the first of January. The question amendment of Mr. MacVeagh was not 
of its permanent sessions is ono that the agreed to. 
Convention can decide at any time ; and The amendment proposed by Mr. Gowen 
as that power is so entirely in the hands of was then offered as an amendment to the 
this Convention, I see no impropriety in amendment of Mr. MacVeagh, and read 
coming to a vote upon the question of ac- as follows : 
cepting or refusing the invitation of the Resolved, That the invitation of the 
councils of Philadelphia. councils of Philadelphia be accepted, and 
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that all the sessions of this Convention 
after the first day of January, 1873, be 
held in the city of Philadelphia. 

The amendment of Mr. Gowen was 
agreed to, and the amendment of Mr. 
MacVeagh as amended was agreed to. 

Nr. D. W. PATTERSON. I had hoped, 
Mr. President, to have avoided saying 
anything upon this question ; but now, 
on its final motion, I would beg to say 
that I had hoped this Convention had met 
for the purpose of performing the duties 
imposed upon it, and that in the most ex- 
peditious way. . I had hoped that the 
member from Schuylkill would have 
nnswered some of those very practice1 
questions put to him by the honorable 
gentleman from Philadelphia, which were 
certainly wise suggestions, it seems to me, 
for promoting the organization of this 
‘Convention and facilitating its work. I 
did not hear any very intelligent answer 
to those questions put to the original 
mover of that resolution. I do not think 
any intelligent answer can be made to 
them, because certainly the resolution 
Mered by that gentleman was inconsist- 
ent with itself. No member has denied 
hut what we are in our permanent sittings 
now, and will be to-morrow, just as much 
as at any time, and therefore the original 
resolution was inconsistent with itself. 

But I see the thing is fixed, Mr. Presi- 
dent, and we are not to give the city of 
Harrisburg or the city of Pittsburg any 
opportunity of making the same very 
kind invitation which the citv of Phila- 
delphia made to this Conveniion. It is 
certainly a very kind invitation; and I 
know a great many of the gentlemen 
there, as well as many gentlemen who 
are in this Convention, and I am certainly 
very much obliged to them for that invi- 
tation. 

morning. The thing is fixed, and I merely 
rise to protest against it SD far as I am able, 
for the reason that I believe it will prolong 
the sessionsof this Convention ; for the rea- 
son that I believe the business of this Con- 
vention will not be so well digested and 
so well considered. 

The last Convention, of which you, Mr. 
President, had the honor of being a mem- 
ber, adjourned from this place to Philadel- 
phia, and I heard many of your colleagues 
say that it was with the greatest difficulty 
that they could at any time get a full house ; 
that their Philadelphia friends were so 
good, and kind, and friendly, and wined 
them and dined them every day, that ma- 
ny of them were totally unfit for business. 
[Laughter.] Now, while I admire their 
kindness and humanity, I don’t want to 
put myself in the way of temptation. You 
know there is an old prayer, “ Lead us not 
into temptation,” and I believe every 
member of this Convention will work just 
twiae as much in Harrisburg as in Phila- 
delphia. Such has been the experience of 
many experienced mcnin reference to lng- 
islation. 

But I am astonished-no, I am not as- 
tonished-but I will say, Mr. President, 
that I have seen to-day in this Convention 
what I apprehend no members of this 
Convention have ever seen before ; I have 
seen a united vote by every gentleman re- 
siding in the city of Philadelphia or its 
surroundings. It is a strong team t,o get 
over; but it is something, I apprehend, 
that we will never see again after this 
question is settled. 

It might be that in this Convention, af- 
ter we deliberate coolly, and perfect our 
reports, we might have, probably, a united 
vote from that section, but I think it,is 
very doubtful that we will ever hear such 

NOW, my friend from Chester (Mr. Dar- 
lington) said he was in favor of going 
away from Harrisburg because it was 
manifest that we could not finish our 
business in this place. Why is that so 
manifest to my friend or any other gentle- 
man ? We have a library room up here, 
105 feet by 55, light, pleasant, comfortable, 
sufficient to hold every member of this 
Convention. We have the books of the 
library there-the machinery by which 
we do our business right at hand; and 
the city of Harrisburg proposes to fix that 
ronm up at its own expense for this Con- 
vention. Why should we go to the es- 
pense of having a hall in Philadelphia ?, 
because I have beard nothing in regard to 
the payment for a hall except one word 
from my friend from the city, and he got 
over it very quickly. He said that the 
councils had proposed to furnish a hall 
and pay for it. Those were the only 
words I heard about payment. 

Now, Mr. President, when we have this 
hall here better in order, acoustics and 
comfort, than any hall-notwithstanding 
the greatness of Philadelphia-they can 
produce there, why should we make this 
effort to remove this Convention away 
from this place, where we are all removed 
from our business, with nothing to do but 
attend to the legitimate duties of this 
Convention? I think our friends who 

a vote agam as has been given hers this have voted for this resolution, or design 

2 I_..// :, 
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to vote for it, have tho power to sdjffurn 
to Philadelphia at any time they see 
proper. Why is this pressed upon us now 
before the Convention is organized, and 
lxforo we have any committees? If we 
were organ&d and had our committees 
n-o could very properly meet and consult 
ahout it. Rut why they insist upon this 
now I cannot imagine, unless it is to get 
c.lear of work. 

For one, I protest ,a.@& it. I am in 
invor of sitting here until the Legislature 
rnects, and then I am in ihvor of having a 
fair consultation upon the propriety of 
occupying the library hall for thr: rnoet- 
ingsof thisConvention, I chnllcnge mem- 
lx313 to say, after consulting the members 
of the Convention of 183137-8, whether they 
will not discharge their duties and got 
home three, or four or five months earlier 
if they stay in Harrisburg than if they go 
to Phihadolphia. I have not conversed 
lvith you, Mr. President, but I have con- 
versed with a number of the mernbcrs of 
that Convention, and they expressed re- 
grct that they went to Philadelphia, at 
least men who wcro actively engaged in 
lntsiness and wanted to be at home to nt- 
tend to their duties there, and at the same 
tirnc to be present in the Convention and 
represent their constitucuts f%thfnlly 
there. i’;ow, you know, Mr. President, 
that that Convention sat nine months and 
eighteen days from the timn they eom- 
incnced until they adjourned. I think 
they did adjourn about a month or a 
I~nmth and a half at one t,imo, but the 
~nost of that time the members spent in 
Philadelphia, notwithstandhq that ad- 
j lmrrlnlent. 

Sow, I hope to see this Convention go to 
~vork and do all the business required in 
the period of three or four momhs. The 

‘, ~~unmittees can take up tlae businc% dele- 
pdted to them, and if they can do it at all, 
t lrey can do it in that time, unless me ad- 
our* to a place where 3 large proportion 

01. the mcmbors of those committees will 
be at home in the midst of their business, 
:E nd will not attend upon those ommittces 
xrluch of the time they are in session. 
.\nd that is another danger in adjourning 
t.0 the city of Philadelphia. I know it 
from experience. Their business and 

1 !h.:ir homes are right where their public 
(1 utics are. You will often, not desirously, 
Ijut from compulsion, attend to your in- 

Q .rl’vidual duties before you attend to your 
Intblic ones. Look at the mass of repre- 
sentatives from that city. If they attend 

i ‘o their individual duties-as I hope they 

wilE not if we hare to adjourn there- 
many of the committeca will be without 
a quorum, and it will prolong the sittings 
of thin Convention, and retard everything 
in relation to it. 

&it 1 see there is no remedv. I see the 
die is east. Rut I want to raiac my \oiCe 
against a removal from the city of Harris- 
burg, either now or at any other time, if 
we want to perform the duties of t1:ir.i 
Convention in the most expeditious man- 
ner. 

On qpeing ta the resolution36anlendec~ 
the yeas and nays wore.recluired by Mr. 
Patterson (Lancaster) and Mr. 0. S, 
White, and wet-c as follow, viz: 

YEAS. 
BIr23srs. Armstrong, hiney, hndrcws. 

Addicks, Bartl~olonicw, Raer, lllnek. 
(York,) Uailcy, (Huntingdon,) Raker, 
l%nnm, Bardslop, Hcebcr, Riddle, lllacl;, 
((;rcene,) Rowman, Uoytl, l~roclhen~l, 
lhoomnI1, Rrown, Barclay, Curtin, Canlp- 
bell, Corbctt, Carey, Curter, Cassicly, 
(~‘hurch, (:lark, Gllins, Corson, Croninil- 
Icr, (:urry, Cuyler, Davis, Dodd, Dallar. 
I>arlington, Ellis, I<dwards, Elliott, 
I*lwing, Fell, Finncy. Frcom, (Gowcn, Uil- 
pin, <iuthric, Hall, IIanrra., Harvey, II::y. 
Hcmphill, lIeverin, lIorton, JIunai~:lcer. 
Knight, Lilly, Landis, Lear, Littleton, 
Long, M’Cnmant. l\imConnoLl, M’AIrtrmy. 
I\fnutur, Minor, Mott, Sewlin, I*clrinan, 
P~~llller, II. w., z?lllllc!r, (3. TV., l’arsonr. 
P:ltterson, (AUcgbeuy,) Patton, Porter, 
Pughc, Reynolds, H. II., Road, (,Pl-rilatlcl- 
phia,) Rhone, Rooke, Ross, Runk, SInith. 
(.%llcgheny,) Rhnrpe, Simpson, Stanton. 
Stewart, Turrell, Woodward, Wcthcrill, 
(Philndolphia,) W7cthcrill, (Schnylkill,) 
Worrell :md Merctdith ~~esi&ent-93. 

SAYS. 
3lcssm. 11Iricks, hchonbach, Rnily, (Per- 

ry,) C’ochran, Craig, De Prance, Pulton, 
Punck, Hazzard, Hopkins, Howard, 
liainr, Lamb&on, tiwrence, M’Allister, 
M’Clmn, M’Culloch, ;1IxVeagli, Jlann, 
Motzger, Nles, P&terson, (Laneastor,) 
Purviancc, (Allegheny,) Purviancc, [Rut- 
ler,) Reynolds, James L., Reed, (Mifllin,) 
Russell, Smith, (Serks,) Smith, (Lanea+ 
ter,) Struthers, Van Reed, Walker, White, 
(Indiana,) White, David E-, Wherry and 
White, J. W. F-36. 

,&I the question was determined in the 
nffirurativc. 

Mr. MACVEAQIX offered the following 
resolution: which was twice read : 
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Resolved, That a committee of nine bc 
appointed to consider and report to the 
(Convention what other officers a.re neces- 
sary to transact the business of the Con- 
vention, and what compensation it is 
proper for them to receive. 

Mr. GOWEN moved to amend, by strik- 
ing out all after the word LLresolved,” and 
inserting the following : 

“That the Prcsidcnt appoint a com- 
mittee of ten, of which he shall be one, 
:mdbc thechairman, to reportthe designa- 
tionandnumberof such officersas in their 
opinion are needed in the transaction of 
the business of the Convention, and to re- 
port the names of persons to fill such offi- 
<‘es, with the amounts of the respective 
salaries to be paid to each. 

Mr. GOWEN. Mr. President: I desire it 
10 be understood, if my amendment is 
xlopted, that I desire to be excused from 
serving on the committee. 

Mr. MAcVRaarr. Mr. Presiclent : Of 
q’ourse the Convention thoroughly undcr- 
stands the difference. This amendment 
refers to a committee the duty of nomi- 
nating officers, which I think belongs to 
the Convention as a body. I think it is 
:m undesirable duty to impose upon a 
qemmittee, and certainly one that the 
( ‘onvention ought to reserve to itself. It 
qcts 11s into a needless trouble. Wlrnt, we 
want, I think, is to ascertain what officers 
:ne necessary and what salaries should bc 

allowTed them; then if the Convention 
accepts it, we go into nominations to fill 
the places. But to ask a committee to 
go out in that way and name the gentle- 
men to fill these places, I think is taking 
the duty from the Convention to which it 
properly belongs, ancl referring it to a 
committee. Therefore I trust most sin- 
cerely that the amendment will be voted 
down. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
The original resolution was then agreed 

to, and the President appointed Messrs. 
l%c\rcagh, Black, (York,) Armstrong, 
Hopkins, White, (Indiana,) Kaine, Dim- 
mick, Alricks and Stanton as the com- 
mittee. 

ROC’R OF BIEETINQ. 
Mr. LAMBERTON moved that when this 

Convention adjourns, it will adjourn to 
meet to-morrow morning at ten o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 
NOXIiYATIOX OF CHIEF CLERK. 

Mr. AINEI’ offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read : 

Resolved, That we do now proceed t{) 
nominate candidates for Chief Clerk or 
the Convention. 

On the question, shall the resolution be 
read the second time ? 

It was determined in the negative. 
On motion of Mr. Roodward, the Presi- 

dent adjourned the Convention until to- 
morrow morning at ten o’clock. 
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SECOND DAY. 

The Convention met at ten o’clock A. 
M., pursuant to adjournment, and was 
called to order by the President, \Villiam 
M. Meredith. 

PRAYER. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. T. H. 
Robinson, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
church of Harrisburg, as follows : 

Holy and ever blessed God, we come to 
Thy presence with holy reverent’e. Thou 
art all in all, the great and glorious God ; 
we are Thy creatures and subjects. WC 
blesu Thee, 0, God, that Thou has permit- 
ted us to draw near to Thee through Jesus 
(:hrist, Thy dear son, and praise Thee for 
Thy unnumbered mercies, and we invoke 
upon us Thy benediction ; Thou art the 
(‘%x1 of all grxeand strongth ; upon these, 
Thy servants, tlrls day, D TY?iit God, bestow 
x-isdom, that in all they do and think, 
they may be pided 1,~ Thv spirit which 
comethdown from above ; ill their hearts, 
we prtty Thee, with love, and wilt Thou 
fill their minds with iutelligcncc ; gil-e 
them broad, clear and twmprehensirc 
views of all the duties they have to do, 
and so wilt Thou direct them that Th) 
mnmc shall be glorified nutI the woIfarc of 
this Commonwvenlth subserved, and unto 
!I’~J- name, through .Jesns (:hrist, WC) will 
give credit and everlasting glory. Anlcn. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings 
was read and approved. 

Nr. Cocnna~. Mr. President : I rc- 
spectfully announce the presence of John 
Gibson, Esq., delegate fromthe~~ventietll 
Senatorial district, whowasnot present at 
the meeting of the Convention yes&day, 
and ask that the oath of oflice be adminis- 
tered to him. 

The PRESIDENT. Mr. Gibson will please 
come forward. If there are any other 
members present who desire to have the 
oath of office administered to them they 

- ’ will ple.wz c3mc forward also. 
xr. KAISE. Mr. President : I imagine 

this oath will have to be administered by 
the SearetarF of the Commonwealth, in 

accordance with the resolution passed yes- 
terday. 

The Pnxsr~zzs~. If the House is of 
that opinion it will be necessary to take 
an appeal from the tleci.sion of the Chair, 
The Chair dots not conceive that the Seo- 
rctary of the Commonwnlth has any 
functions here whatever. 

Xr. Jorrs CI~OS then presented him- 
sclfin frnnt of the Clerk’s desk, and the 
oath of ofl?cc was administered to hinl by 
the Prcsidcnt. 

Mr. woouwARD. Mr. President : The 
Convention pstcrday referred to a eom- 
mittee of the delegates at large, who were 
elected by a certain class of voters, the 
question that hasariseeu in the Third Senn- 
torlal district of the city of Philadelphia. 
I now- present the report of those dele- 
gates, and ask that it bc read. 

The report was read as follows : 

To the Constitutional Cmventiow of 1Senn- 
sylvania : 

The undersigned, tho committee to 
whom was referred the claims of Bcnja- 
min I,. Temple aud Rutils E. Shapley, 
rcnlwxtively, to a scat in this Convention, 
from the Third Senatorial district, rc- 
spcctfullp rcpolt : That having examined 
the returns and :lc~oln~~‘“.“yingilocnnlents 
submitted to thenl, and having heard tho 
siatemcnts of the parties interested, they 
ofier the following: 

Reso?uerl, That Benjamin 1,. Temple is 
p%~laftrcie entitled to a seat in this Con- 
vention from the Third Senatorial district, 
without prejudice to the right of Rufus 
E. Shapley to contest,. 

(Signed) (;KO. W. WOODWARD, 
S1JI’L II. RISYXOLDS, 
R. A. LhMBERTOK, 
FRANKLIN B. QOWES, 
GEO. nr. DALLJSR, 
wnr. I,. C’OK. HETT, 
s. c. T. IlODl), 
JAMES ELLIS, 
.J. R. BLACK, 
A. G. (WRTIX, 
ANDREW A. PTJRMAS, 
.JOIIN H. CAMPBIELL, 
WM. J. BAER. 
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On motion bf Mr. Woodward the reporl 
and the resolution were adopted. 

Mr. Benjamin L. Temple then came 
forward, and the onth of office was ad- 
ministered to him by the President. 
00MYUNICATION FROX c0uxc1 LS OF 

PITTSBURO. 

Mr. D. N. WHITE. Mr. President: I 
hold in my hand a communication from 
the city of Pittsburg, which 1 desire 
to have read. 

The communication was read as fol- 
lows : 

PITTSBURG, Xov. 12, 1872. 
.%t a meeting of the select and common 

councils, held November 11, 1872, the fol- 
lowing resolutions were read three times 
and finally passed : 

Resolved, By the select and oommon 
councils of the city of Pittsburg, that the 
tlelegates to the Constitutional Conven- 
tion, from Allegheny county, be and they 
are hereby requested and authorized 
to extend au invitation to that body to 
hold its sessions, or any portion of them, 
in the city of Pittsburg. 

Resolved, That in the event of the 
acceptance of this invitation by the Con- 

_ xtitutional Convention, the committee on 
city property be directed to make ar- 
rangements for a hall in which the Con- 
vention may hold its sessions, and for the 
proper committee rooms for the use of the 
dclcgates. 

From the roeord. 
A lksl : 

E. 5. MOXNON, 
Clerli. 

Mr. DA%RLINGTOX. I move that the 
fllanks of this Convention be returned to 
the councils of the city of Pittsburg for 
their generous offer. 

Mr. ~~AC~E:aCIEI. And that the offer 
be cntored on the Journal. 

Mr. D.~ELI~‘GTOS. Yes, and entered 
on the .Journal. 

The PEISI~IGXV. Et will be entered on 
the dournal. 

LMr. MANN. I would ask if it be in or- 
der to move that after the first day of 
February, this Convention will meet in 
Pi ttsburg ? 

The PSRSIDEIVT. Does the gentleman 
make that motion ? 

hfr. nfASN. If in order, I would like 
Eo make that motion. 

Mr. GOWEN. I move to amend the reso- 
lution, by iperting aft,er the word “ r4 
solved,” the following : 

‘&That the thanks of the Convention be 
tendered to the eityof Pittsburg, with the 

regret of the Convention that the previous 
acceptance of an invitation from the citv 
of Philadelphia preclutl~s its acceptance.i7 

Mr. MANN. With all due deference to 
my friend, I submit that his amendment 
is not true in point of fast. I take it that . 
Ixcausc, as a matter of compliment to the 
villago of Philadelphia, we agreed to meet 
in that place, in January, it does not pre- 
clude us, after paying our respects to 
them, from going in February to the city 
of Pittsburg ; so that in point of fact his 
amendment is not true. 

Mr. GOIVEN. The resolution as adopted, 
isto thiseffect: That all the sessions of this 
Convention held after the first of January 
shall be held in Philadelphia. Now, I 
take it, that according to par1iamentar.v 
usage, no resolution can be offered affect- 
ing that without flrst re-considering that 
resolution. 

The PRESIDEST. The Clerk will rend 
the resolution adopted yesterday. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

ResoZued. That the invitation of the 
councils of the city of Philadelphia be ac- 
cepted, and that all the sessions of this 
Convention, after the first day of January, 
A. D. 1673, be held in the city of Phila- 
delphia. 

The PRESIDEAT. The motion to amentl 
is therefore not in order. The question 
is on the original motion, that the thanks 
of the Clonvention be returned to the coor1- 

cils of the city of Pittsburg for their gen- 
erous offer and invitation. 

The motion was carried. 

CERS. 

Mr. JL4cVr~4ca, from the select eom- 
mittee upon the subject, made report, 
which was read as follows : 

The committee app$pted I to con@&r 
andrreport tti’this Convention what other 
officers are nexeMary to trausact its bus!- 
nearqantl what compensation it is proper 
for them to receive, beg leave to report 
that they have given a5 mature delibera- 
tion as the adjournment of the Conven- 
tion permitted to the subjeect committed 
to them, and they are unanimously of 
opinion that the following list of officers 
embraces all that are necessnr,y to transact 
the businefis of this Convention, and the 
suma set opposite their rcYpcctivc names 
represent the compensation it would bc 
properfor them to receive for their services 
during the sc,Esjons of this Convention : 
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Chic? Chief C’lerk . . . . . . . . . . . . r . . . . . . . . . . . . . cQwo ” 

One First Assistant Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
One Second Assistant Clerk ._....... . . . 
TV--~ Transcribing Clerks, w-ho shall 

IE designated to act as clerks to 
committees, by the Chief Clerk., 
as occasion demands, or to per- 
form any other clerical wrviws 
required, each ., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _ . . . . . . . . . . . 

One SergeantA-Arms . . . . . ..-._. . . . . . . . . . 
One Assistant ~rgeant-at-hrllls..... 
One Door-keeper . . . . . .,..., . . . .,. . . . . .._.... 
One Assistant Door-kecgcr . . . . . . . . . . . . 
()llC l’ostmaster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
One Assistant Yostmaster, who 

shall also act as Nesscngcr . . . . . . . . . . . 

1,000 
1,300 

1,000 
s 60 
G 00 
0 GO 
5 00 
s 00 

600 

.ind the Chief Clerk shall be anthorizd 
toappoint one Fircrnan, at $3 50 par day; 
two Janitors, at u 00 per day, each; and 
rive Pages, at $1 60 per day, while actnnlly 
ciigaged in the dischnrge of their duties. 

Irour committee ondczlrored to reslrict 
the number of ollieers to the narrowz5t 
lil:litscorllpatiblewith the prompt and eifi- 
cicnt discharge of the duties of the Con- 
\ cnlion, and to as&q only such compcn- 
sation as would be a reasonable payment 
for attention and industl~ in the offices 
ctcsipnatcd. In considering these qncs 
tions the committee had, as the Conven- 
tion knows, the advantage of the cxperi- 
ence of several ofitsmembers in the 6egis 
I:lti\-e bodies of the State :mtl fixtinn, and 
thq- beliew they were thus cnablctl to 
wcure that efficiency, with economy, 
which they fel.t sure tlrc d’onvcixtion clc- 
sired to attain. 

Upon the snl).icd of itsJnw3xtlings, the 
committee beg leave to report,, as its opin- 
ion, that its proceoding,s should 1~ acra- 
ratcly rcportcd and printed for distribu- 
tion among the pcoplc ; but whether this 
131~1 wodd be more c~mo~ni~all~ attained 
IQ- a contract embracing the reporting and 
the printing, or by wqxratc cwntracta for 
these purposes, this committco is not pre- 
pared, at pwsent, to cleddf3 ; but recoin- 
mends either tllat the entire subjeect be 
r+committed to it, or, what wouldperhaps 
be better, the appointnrmt of a new com- 
mittee on the subject. 

(Signed) w,2Ym: nr LC VEhGB, 
1. S. 11LhCB, 
WM. IIoPr~Iss, 
n. ria1sE; 

. 
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Mr. WALLISTE:P. Mr. President: I 
Lope this amendment will not pass. I 
concur most heartily in the spirit of the 
resolution. It is beneath the dignity of 
this body assembled horc to establish the 
organic law, to succumb to any man or 
part.v of menoutsidethcConrentionitself. 
I have read with surprise this morning, 
:tlso, the distribution of the offices which 
we appointed a committee last evening to 
weate. I do hope that we will take 
measures for the appointment of these 
c,fiicers wilhin ourselves, and how can wo 
tlo it better than by the appointment of a 
committee ? The mode of appointing that 
eornmittec is not indicated, but lot it be 
tippointed as comrnittces are ordinarilUv 
appointed in this Conrcntion. Who ran 
complain of that? Surely it will be done 
in fairness: surely the ofices will bc dis- 
tributed aright, and the committee should 
Ix appointed to inquire into the qnalifica, 
tion of the parsons. It is by merit they 
:Jre to lx distributed to those who can 
perform their duties best. Let the eom- 
mittce take that into consideration. Let 
nominations be made as many as you 
please, and let the eornmittec select from 
those nomination% I hope this amend- 
nlent will not be adopted, and that the 
original resolution will be passed. 

Mr. WoonwAun. Mr. President : I rise 
to support tho resolution of my friend from 
I’l~iladelpl~ia,andIeoneurin\rl~at hasbecn 
xtid in support of that resolution. Mr. Prcu; 
itlent, XI read a-right the legislation that led 
to the convenin,v ofthis body, and the pub- 
Licopinionahich eallctl it into olristcncc, it 
was that the fundamental law of Panncryl- 
I-nnia should bc revised without the slight- 
it rcferenee to the partisan polities of the 
clay. I believe that w-as t.he general desire 
of the people of Pennsylvania. They sent 
us hcrc for that purpose. How a portion 
of this body has been impressed with that 
f;cntimcut was shown by the fact that 
when the time came for the election of a 
1)residing ofiicor no other name was oifered 
in competition vvith that of the distin- 
guished gentlemen who presides over our 
deliberations. By common consent he 
was aceoptcd without a dissenting rote, 
and without the suggestion of aup other 
name. Xow, th.at seemed to mc to be in 
accordance with the spirit that I suppose 
had animated crerybodp eoncernetl in 
calling this Convention into cxi&cncc ; 
but, sir, WC had not deliberated long 
before I heard that presiding officer call- 
ing a member on this floor to order for 
alluding to an instance of partisan distine- 

tion in this house. It was an intimation 
from the highest source that we are ttr 
have no political discussions, and no po- 
litical factions, and no political tricks in 
this body. Well, now, sir, the manner 
in which this body was elected shows that 
the people of Pcnnsylvanin intended that 
in everything done by this body the mi- 
nority should be represented. There arc 
three hundred and thirty-five thousand 
tax-payers in Pennsylvania who arc eallctl 
the minority, and they are repressntcd I,> 
a body of men upon this Boor. Is it in 
accordance with the spirit of these mea- 
sures for a portion of this body t,o asacu!- 
ble in a tavern in secret caucus, and there 
decide that no reprcsentativc of those throw 
hundred and thirty-five? thousand tns- 
paycra shall ho represented in tho otlicial 
action of this body? That no man shall 
be made accretary of this -body, who may 
be the fittest man in the Commonrvcalth, 
and much litter than any one-anp oau- 
cus-may of& to ns ; that he is to be ex- 
eluded even from an elee5on becnuso of :I 
midnight caucus of violent partisans, and 
animated by that spirit iShat characterizes 
their narrow, nasty politics, they decide 
th:rt nobody but their pets shall he ndmil- 
ted within the ring. Sir, is that the spirit, 
in which mo arc to start out in the delib- 
erations of this body? I say it is a depnrt- 
me, a gross departure, from what ha:; 
already occurred in our midst, and which 
augurs badly for the future, if this is to 1~ 
tolcratcd. Sow, the resolution offered bi 
my friend from Philadelphia (Mr. Goxvcn) 
is catholic ; it is cornprohensirc. II, pro- 
poses that you, sir, shall appoint a c*nJ- 
rniltce of ten from this body, over whose 
dclihorntlons you shall preside, and to 
that committee! the mholc qnes5on of oth- 
coring this Convention is to be submittcxl. 
It sacms to me 6hnt it would bc in nccord- 
nncc x-it11 the slurit vvhich manifestly ani- 
mated the people of Pennsylvania in cnll- 
ing this Convention into existence. Kovvz-; 
for our own sake, as well as for the sake 
of the people of Pcnnsylvauia, I trust we 
arc not to make 3 gross and arbitrary de- 
parture from that good spirit which seems 
thus far to hnrc animatctd us. On the 
contrary, I should hopa that by the com- 
mon consent which elevated you appro- 
priately to the chair you ocxipy, this rcso- 
lution might be adopted; and to the 
committee presided over by yourself, I, 
for one, am willing to commit entirely and 
without qucs:ion all thcso individual ap- 
pointoes. I pledge myself to vote for the 
report of that cxnmitteo, mhooror may 1~2 
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the individuals named. For these reasons 
I support the resolution, and hope it n~ay 
he adopted. 

>fl-. hfACv\i,:AGIi. Mr. President : It is 
cc?rtaiuly riot &sirab,lethat the position of 
any gentlemen, who will support General 
Lilly’s nmcndmwt, should be misunder- 
stood, and their position would certainly 
bc wholly misunderstood if it was as- 
sumed that that position was correstly 
stated by the gentleman from Philadol- 
phia, who offered the resolution, or the 
distinguished geutleman who has just 
supported it. We are a8 anxious, at leilst 
I am as anxious, and I am very sure that 
General Lilly and the gentlemen who will 
support his amendment are 24 susiow as 
auy gentleman here, to proceed to tho 
graver labors of this Convention a&o- 
lutely free from any spirit afparti~.r~ship, 
confining ou.rselvcs, in the most liberal 
uud catholic interpretation of our du- 
tics, to those duties in their fnllest scope ; 
Ijut, whcthor rightly or wrongly, there 
21-2 some of ua who belic-ve that upon 
those gcntlemeu who were elected by the 
majority of the voters of this. Common- 
wealth, devolves the simple and uuim- 
portant duty of sclccting of&xrs who arc 
to do the work of this Convention as its 
cmployces. WC are capable of that pro- 
cess known as detachment ; wc a:111 look 
at this branch of our duty :LS a duty de- 
A-olriny upon us, a responsibility upon 
us, and when that is discharged mo L%II 
go forwanl to the remaining duties of 
this Convention, and pmposa to &0 

so precisely in the spirit the gcntle- 
1xau has indi&cd ; and oven now, for 
my part, I decline Judge Woodward’s 
challenge ; I shall not call the party with 
which he isa?sodattA a “ring;” I shall 
not insinuate that the majority of the 
voters of this Sta& arc not an bon& ma- 
j0riLy of its voters; I scorn theimputation 
for that pwty with which I am known to 
lx nssociatcd ; I do not propox! to attempt 
to assign it to gentlemen who direr 
from mc ; I have no words of unkindnes, 
or feeling%of bitterness towardsanybody; 
I propose to know no lines of distinction 
in the work of this Convention ; but, the 
x-cry act which calls us together wutem- 
plates that cork&in gentlemen of this Con- 
vention are elected by one class. of voters, 
and certain other members of this COU- 
vention are elected by another class of 
voters ; I would have beep very glad, if 
that was the only consideration, to have 
had this duty shifted to the minority from 
the majority, if the voters had so decided, 

but the votem Ixwo de&led otherwise ; 
therq.1 thiuk, it is a shrinking from duty 
2.M avoidance of proper rcsporu3il~ilit,~-7 
WhCm f2andidates are prcsaitecl for ill1 
Oflice who arc c&Lully qualiiicd, eclnally 
fitted, for they are lw”txuncdly so, that I 
ShOuldvOte alternately; first, for a gen- 
tlellYan who voted for nx2, and then for a 
gentleman who voted against me, but 
that, in this sAIlal matter of appointing; 
the Cml>loy~sof thisConvention, through 
the various grades of lilrliteds~:l1-ywllic!h 
have been reported and adopted here this 
morning, other things being equal, I 
ShOnld vote for a pcr.5x3n who belongs trr 
the t:las6 of voters who sent mc to this 
Coiiveution; tbaf isall, as I undfn~antl, 
that there is in it ; therefore, I 511~111 sup- 

port Gcncml Lilly’s amendment. 

Jfessis. Armstrong, Airicy, Andrews. 
Adclicks, Ihrtholomcw, lhily, (Perry, 3 
lhker, Ranuan, Ibrdslqv, Reccbc, H:)w-. 
man, Bmomnll, Care~v, Carter, Cot-bran, 
Collins, Carson, &Gig, Curry, Da\-& Dim- 
mick, Darlington, Edvzrds, Ewing, E’ell, 
Fimiey, Fullton, F’unck, IXanna, Haczard, 
Hortou, Howaxd, Knight, I*lwirtn~~, Lilly, 
Lear, Littlctor$ iua&!01111c11, ,\I’C’ollo~ll. 
MacVcqb, Mann, Mantor, Minor, Scw- 
lin, Siles, Palmer, H.W., Parwxls, l’attcr- 
son, (Lancaster,) Porter, Pn&c, Pnr- 
viawe, (hll~l~cn~,)Pui~~ancc, (13utler,) 
Reynolds, James L., Rookc, Runk, Rus- 
sell, Simpson, Stanton, Stewart, Htrnth- 
crs, ‘Furroll, Van Reed, Walker, White, 
(Indiana,) White, David N., \&~ctberill, 
(Philadelphia) and White, J. \17. F.-67. 

N A Y s, 

Messrs. Ali-iclq Ad~enlw2lq Baer, Black, 
(York,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Black, 
(Greene,) Royd, Brodhead, Hrown, Har- 
day, Curtin, Campbell, Corbett, CasGdy, 
Church, Clark, Cromuillcr, Cuyler, Dodd, 
Dallas; DeFrance, Dunning, I<Ulis, Elliott, 
Freeze, Gowon, Gitrson, Gilpin, Gnthric, 
Hall, Harvey, Hay, Hemphill, Hevcrin, 
Hopkins, Hansickcr, Kaine, Lamborton. 
I~ndis, Long, M’AllisSer, M’Cainnnt, 
N’Clean, M’Murmy, MctTger, Mott, Pur- 
mzui, Palmer, G. TV., Patterson, (AYlle- 
gheny,) Patton, Reynolds, S. II., Rend, 
(Philadelphia,) Reed, (Mifflin,) Rhone, 
Ross, Smith, (Alleghcuy,) Sharpe, Smith, 
(lserks,) Smith, (Lancaster,) ‘l?emple, 
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Woodward, Wetherill, (Schuylkill,) Brown, Barclay, Curtin, Campbell, Cor- 
Wherry, Worm11 and Moredlth, PIXY~- bett, Cassidy, Church, Clark, Cronmiller, 
de7&-66. Cuyler, Dodd, Dallas, DeFrance, Dun- 

So the question was determined in the ning, Ellis, Elliott, Freeze, Gowen, Gih- 
affirmative. son, Gilpin, Guthrie, Hall, Harvey, Hay, 

Mr. KAINE moved to furthor amend by Hemphill, Heverin, Hopkins, Hunsicker, 

adding the following : Raine, Lamberton, Landis, Long, M’Al- 
“That the officers of this Convention be lister, M’Camant, M’Cleau, M’Murray, 

elected in the following manner: The Metzger, Mott, Purman, Palmer, G. W., 
Chief Clerk and two Assistants be cleated Patte~~)n,(BlleBheuy,) Patton, Reynolds, 
at one and the same ballot by each dele- S. H., Read, (Philadelphia,) Reed, (Mif- 
gate voting for two candidates, and the flin,) Rhone, Ross, Smith, (Allegheny,) 
highest in vote be the Chief Clerk and the Sharpe, Smith, (Berks,) Smith, (Lanns- 
two next highest the Assistunts; that ter,) Temple, Woodward, Wetherill, 
each delegate vote.for one candidate for (Schuylkill,) Wherry and Worrell-45. 
each of the other classes of ofhoers, and / 
the highest in vote be declared the prin- NAYS. 

cipal officer and the next highest the As- Messrs. Armstrong, Ainey, Andrews, 
sistant.” hddicks, Bartholomew, Baily, (Perry,) 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. President: 1 &ker, annan, Bar&&y, Beebe, BOW- 
raise the question of order as to this man, Broomall, Carey, Carter, Coohran, 
amendment, that the amendment is in- Collins, Carson, Craig, Curry, Davis, Dim- 
cDmpatible with the amendment which 
the House has, just adopted. I call the at- F’ 

miok, Darlington, Edwards, Ewing, Fell, 
mney, Fulton, Funck, Hanna, Hazzard, 

tention of the House to the fact. 1 Will Horton, Howard, Knight, LsWreuoe, Lilly, 
merely state that my understanding is Lear, Littleton, MacConnell, M’Culloch, 
that the House has just adopted a simple MacVeagh, Mann, Mantor, Minor, New- 
resolution that we now proceed to nomi- lin, Niles, Palmer, H. W., Parsons, Pat- 
nate and elect a Chief Clerk. The motion terson, (Lancaster,) Porter, Pughe, Pur- 
of the gentlemen from Fayette (Mr. viance, (Allegheny,) Purviance, (Butler,) 
l<ArNx) is to amend that by providing Reynolds, James L., Rooke, Runk, Rus- 
for the manner of the election of the other 
otlloers. I think it incompatible with the 

sell, Simpson, Stanton, Stewart, Struth- 
ers, Turrell, Van Reed, Walker, White, 

amendment just adopted by the House. (Indiana,) White, David N., Wetherill, 
Mr. KAINE. Mr. President : I take it (Philadelphia,) White J. W. F. and Mere- 

that the motion made by myself is strictly dith, fie$&s&@3. . 
in order. The amendment just passed by So the question was determined in the 
this House is, that this House will pro- negative. 
seed to the election of a Clerk. My 
amendment provides the manner in The resolution, asamcnded by Mr. Lilly, 

which that Clerk shall be elected, as well was then adopted. 

as the other officers of this .House. Is Mr. WHITE (Indiana.) Mr. President : 
there anything inconsistent in that 7 It is I nominate, as candidate for Chief Clerk, 
carrying out the very spirit of the resolu- D. L. Imbrie, Esq., of Beaver county, Pa. 
tion which has just been adopted by this On motion of Mr. Lilly, the nominations 
House, and I hope the House will adopt closed. 
my amendment, and that the election of Mr. LITTLETON moved that the gentle- 
offloers will take place in accordance with 
that ree&ution. 

man nominated be elected by acclama- 
tion. 

The, PRESIDENT. The Chair is of the Seve&.l MEMBERS. No, no. 
opinion that the amendment is in order. 

. 
On the question, will the Convention 

The PRESIDENT. ‘The Clerk will call 
the roll. It would, perhaps, be more con- 

agree to the amendment? veuient to call the yeas and nays, and 
The yeas and nay* were required by those in favor of Mr. Imbrie can vote 

Mr. Raine and, Mr. Brodhead, and were ‘raye,” and those opposed 6~ no.,, 
as follow, viz : 

Mr. MACVEAGH moved that D. L. Im- 
YEAS. brie be elected Chief Clerk of the Conven- 

Messrs. Alricks, Achenbach, Baer, tion* 
Black, (York,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,) On the question, will the Convention 
Blddle, Black, (Greene,) Boyd, Brodhead, agree to the motion? 
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‘LXc yeas and nays were required by Mr. 
Hopkins and Mr. &lacVoag~, and were as 
follow, viz : 

P E A s . 

hiessrs. Armstrong, Ainey, Andrews, 
Addicks, Bartholomew, Baily, (Perry,) 
Baker, Bannan, Bardsley, Beebe, Bow- 
man, Broomall, Carey, Carter, Cochran, 
Collins, Corson, Craig, Curry, Davis, Dim- 
mick, Darlington, De France, Edwards, 
Ewing, Fell, Finney, Fulton, Funck, 
Hnnna, Hazzard, Horton, Howard, 
Knight, Lawrence, Lilly, Lear, Littleton, 
X’Allister, MacConnell, M’Cullocb, M’- 
Murray, MacVeagh, Mann, Mantor, Mi- 
nor, Newlin, Eiles, Palmer, H. TN., Par- 
sons, Patterson, (Lancaster,) Porter, 
Pugho, Purviance, (Allegheny,) Purvi- 
:mcc+ (Butler,) Reynolds, James L., 
Rooko, Runk, Russoll, Simpson, Stan- 
ton, Stewart, Struthers,Turrell,VanRced, 
Walker, White, (Indiana,) White, David 
S., Whetherill, (Philadelphia,) Whit% 
J. W. F. and Meredith, President-il. 

N A Y 8 * 

Messrs. Black, (Pork,) Ellis, Fret;:% 
X’(‘amant, Purmnn and RhOnC.--0 

Nr. Basn (when his name was called) 
sllid : Mr. President : I hnvc not occupied 
tbo time of this Convc:ltio:l hitherto--- 

Tile PRESID~ST. Dcbatc is not in Or- 
der. 

Mr. 13.4~~. I wish to osplain the roas!m 
for the xoto I shall giv& 

The PBEYIUENT. li is not 4n orclcr 
11ow. 

bh'. BAER. I thcrcfxe, sir, clcclinc to 
vote. 

Mr. HOPXJKS (when his name was 
ca.llled) said : I desire to ask of the chair 
a question. [Cries of ‘6 order, order.“] 

Mr. Hornrss. Is it not in order to ask 
the Chair a question ? 

The PRESIDENT. Certainly, 610 pl- 

llcman is in order. 
Mr. Hornrh-8. The question I desire to 

ask is this : Whether, under parliamcn- 
:ary law, a member has not a right to give 
the reasons for his vote when he is called 
upon to vote? I ask that question of the 
Chair. 

Tho PRESIDENT. The Chair is of opin- 
ion that on the call of the ayes and noes 
no member can make any answer but 
‘6 avc” or ‘1 no.” If the Chair is mistaken 
in that opinion, WC will submit the que~- 

tion to the House, if the gentlemen desire 
it. 

A delegate inquired if it was in order to 

m37e that tho gentleman have leave to 
stntc his reasons for his rote. 

The PRESIDENT ruled that no dcbatc 
was in order during the call of the yeas 
and nays, except that a member might 
ask to be excused from voting. 

Mr. &f'cLEIN (when his name was 
called) asked to bo excused from voting. 

The PRESIDENT announced the vote. 
and declared D. L. Imbrie elected as 
Chief Clerk of the Convention. 

Mr. SIXPSON ofl’ercd the following rosn- 
lntion, which was twice read : 

Resolved, That the Convention will non 
proceed to the nomination and election 01 
the remaining officers designated in the 
report of the Committee, in the ordcl 
named in snid report. 

Mr. Gowas. Jlr. President : I under- 
stand that one serious objection to the 
resolution I ofrercd before was, that thtx 
committee to be appointed was to bc an 
even number, and therefore, according to 
parliamentary usage, did not give the m:l- 
jority of the committee to the majority of 
the House. I did not have any intention 
ofdoiug so at the time, and therefore, iIt 
order to relieve us of this voting, which 
will occupy the whole day, T offer tlre$l- 
lowing as an nmendmont to the resolntio:l 
just of-fered : Strike out all after t,ho wortl 
‘4 resolved’! and insert as follows : “ That 
the President appoint a committee of nine. 
of which ho shall be one, and be the chair- 
man, :o report the names of suitable per- 
scnn to fill the ronmining otficcs of the 
(‘(,llr-l~xition.” 

Mr. WIIITE (Indiana.) Xr. Prcsidcnt: 
I have but one remark to make in connoc- 
iion with the nmendlnent of the gentle- 
man from Philadelphia (Mr. Gowe%) It 
occurs to me that it will result in a pro- 
crastination of our proceediugs, and dela: 
us from entering upon the performance of 
that legitimate duty for which the peopk: 
hare elected us. 

Something has been said about politirrj 
here. It occurs to iii0 that the sooner wp 
perform the function of cleating, or selcct- 
ing, if you please, the officers that have- 
been designated by the resolution which 
this (‘onvention passed this morning, the 
sooner we will bo relieved from a subject 
which must necessarily annoy everybod> 
in a body of t.his kind at the threshold OP 
itsorganization. I am, therefore, opposett 
to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Philadelphia, (Mr. Bowen,) and I trust, 
inasmuch as we have just elected :I 
Chief Clerk without any party vote in this 
Conrcntion, that we will proceed to oom- 
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plete our organization immediately by the 
election of the balance of the officers. 

The PREXDENT. The President would 
Ix much obliged to the gentleman offer- 
ing this amendment if he will strike out 
the name of the President. 

Mr. GOWEN so modified his amend- 
mcnt. 

Mr. M'XLIXSTER. Mr. President : I 
desire to say a n-ord, and only a word, in 
reference to this resolution. I ran in- 
dulge in no delusive hope that anything 
I can say will prevent the passage of this 
resolution. I believe its passage is or- 
dained by a power higher than reason, 
higher than judgment, higher than the 
consciences of gentlemen-even by the 
powor of party. I listened to the words 
from the lips of the gentlemau who in- 
troduced the resolution for the election of 
a Chief Clerk of this House, and the train 
ctf reasoning which should have led him 
to precisely the opposite conclusion to 
the one to which he did arrive. I under- 
stood him to allude to the act which crea- 
ted this body, and to point to the zf&ct 
ihat the people of this State had ordained 
that the Convontion should recognize the. 
existence of different parties. If that 
mere the fact, then the organization of 
this Convention should be in harmony 
with the organic law by which it was 
clotted. If it was the object of the people 
of this State to prevent a partisan body, 
and secure a body which would represent 
the opinions of all parties in the Com- 
Inonwcalth, then throughout the organi- 
zation of tho House the same do&rine 
should ho recognized, and tho same 
method of election pursued. If it was 
not intended by the people of this Com- 
monwealth that one political party should 
control the action of this Convention, and 
that the instrument proposed to be pro- 
duced should not represent the views of 
one particular party, then should the will 
of the peoplo, in the method of organizing 
the Convention, be recognized and c.ar- 
ried out. 

Let us observe where this will lead us. 
This Convention is very noarly equally 
balzmced, or supposed to be so, so far as 
its politica proclivities are concerned. 
Let me suppose that little mom than half 
of this body belongs to the dominant 
party, then by power nf party caucus, 
one-fourth of the body would oontrol its 
organization, because of the dominant 
party representing but one more than 
half of this body, it might as well control 
the entire policy and legislation of this 

Convention, as the selection and election 
of its subordinate officers. Thus you 
come to this result, that when the people 
of this Commonwealth had diligently 
sought by an act thoroughly discussed, 
and carefully framed to prevent the ex- 
isteuce of party politics in the action of 
this Convention, me would be brought 
down to the result that one-fourth of the 
body would control its organization. AS 
a citizen of this Commonwealth, and as a 
member of this body, I protest against 
the application of any such doctrine. 

I have no choice of individuals. I can 
say nothing against the gentlemannamed 
as Chief Clerk, and nothing against the 
list of names printed in the morning pa- 
pers, indecently, I thought, beforc it ever 
reached this House. It is from no pre- 
ference to any individual, but it is because 
that now, at the very threshold of our 
deliberations, is the time for gentlemen to 
record their solemn prntest against the 
introduction of party predilections into 
this House. 

Mr. SI*XPS~~. Mr. President : I take it 
for granted that this body will be gov- 
erned by the rule of all dclibcratiye 
bodies, and that is that the majority of its 
members shall govern it. The votes of 
this body can elect its officers just aswcll, 
in my judgment, as a committee of nine, 
or any other number less than the whole. 
For ono, I object to and protest against 
the appointment of a committee of nine, 
or of any number less than the whole 
number of members, to determine for me 
who shall be the employees of this Con- 
vention. Wc are just as competent to sit 
in our seats and elect the proper persons 
as any committee selected from this body. 
I take it that, if we proceed to vote down 
the amendment and adopt the resolution, 
we will save time in the operation, for 
the majority can select oficcrs now, with- 
out the necessity of having a committee 
appointed, to have a wrangle, perhaps, 
over every individual officer. 

Mr. WO~~\~-ARD. Mr. President : One 
word. In the Convention of 183’1-8, of 
which you and I were members, the 
party-1 speak with all reverence-I do 
not know what name they had at thnt 
time, but I think they answered to the 
party that now rule thisHouse-the domi- 
nant party of that Convention, whatever 
they were called, elected Mr. John Sar- 
geant, President, and Mr. Samuel Shocch, 
Secretary of the Convention; and then, 
sir, that party, that dominant party, 
elected Mr. Fmncis R. Shunck, Assistant 
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Secretary. I mention that, sir, for the 
purpose of showing gentlemen how their 
ancestors acted under similar circum. 
stances to those in which we are placed 
to-day. They did not go into a tavern, 
with a secret caucus, and atternl,t to es- 
elude the most competent man in t.he 
Commonwealth from the Clerk’s desk. 
but they elected Mr. Hhunck, and he de: 
clined to accept it. Then the same peo- 
ple elected Judge Gilmore, a good demo- 
crat, and he occupied that seat-during the 
whole session. I mention this as an his- 
torical reminisence. 

Mr. MANToR. Mr. President: I have 
kept very cool while listening to this line 
of discussion, and in listening to these 
arguments, this morning, one would 
naturally think we are remarkablv mol 
men ; that our fathers were not partisrans, 
and therefore, their sons, in 1872, are not 
gartizans. I understand, sir, that the 
Convention of l&-8 elected its President 
in a strict partizan light or manner. R’ow 
I do not come before you this morning 
urging any partizan spirit, because this 
resoliation that calls for the election of the 
officers here is one of those fair resolu- 
tions which is always brought out before . 
a body of this kind to act upon. ,\nd it 
is our duty here, in my opinion. to m-o- 
cced to the election if officers of ihis 
Convention in the usual way. I presume 
there is not a gentleman in this hall this 
morning who would venture his reputn- 
tion by stating that it is an unusual thing 
for gentlemen outside of the Convention 
to have their party predilections in a nau- 
CUS, though that caucus might be held in 
some hotel in tho city of Harrisburg. Rut 
we arc here to elect officers to this Con- 
vention, and gentlemen have a right to 
votepro or con on these matters that arc 
beforo ns. It seems to mo that we arc 
taking up much time in varying from the 
general usage that all Conventions, for 
some time past, at loast, have pursued in 
the selection of their officers. I hope the 
proceedings of the Convention will not be 
delayed any further, but that we shall go 
on and elect officers in the usual manner. 

The amendment was not agreed to, and 
t.he question recurred on the original reso- 
lution. 

Mr. HAY moved to amend, by striking 
out all after the word “ resolved,” and in- 
serting the following : 

“That in the election of the two Assist- 
ant Clerks each member shall vote for 
only one person, and the one receiving the 
highest number of votes shall bc the First 

Assistant Clerk, and the one receiving the 
next highe-rt number of votes shall bc the 
Second Assistant Clerk.” 

On the question, will the Convention 
agree to the amendment of Mr. Hay? 

The yeas and nays were reyuircd bv Mr. 
Hay :md‘Mr. Mann, and were as fo\lo\\-, 
viz: 

Y E A s . 

Mesxs. -~lricks,~~chenbach, Baer, Hlack, 
(York,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Hiddle, 
Black, (Greene,) Royd, Rrodhead, Brown, 
Barclay, Curtin, (‘ampbell, Corbett, (‘as- 
tidy, Church, Clark, Cronmillcr, Cuyler, 
Dodd, Dallas, De France, Dunning, Ellis, 
Elliott, Freeze, Gowcn, Gibson, Gilpin, 
Guthrie, Hall, Harvey, Hay, Hcn~l~l~il I, 
Hcrerin, Hopkins, Hunsicker, T<aillc, 
Lamberton, Landis, Long, M’Allister, 
M’Camant, M’Clcan, M’Murray, Mctzgcr, 
Mott, Purman, Palmer, G. W., Patterson, 
(Allegheny,) Patton, Reynolds, 8. II., 
Read, (Philadelphia,) Reed, (Mifliin,) 
Rhone, Ross, Smith, (,4llegheny,) Sharp?, 
Smith, (Berks,) Smith, (Lancaster,) Tcm- 
plc, Woodward, Wethcrill, (Schuylkill,) 
,Whcrry and Worrell-6.X 

SLITS. 
Messrs. Armstrong, A\inev. Andrews. .,. ” 

Addicks, Eartholomcx~-, Baily, (Perry,) 
lkikcr, 13ann:m, Xardslev. Eeebc. BOW- . 
man, I~roornall, Carey, Carter, Cochran, 
Collins, Carson, Craig, Curry, Davis, Dim- 
mick, Darlington, Edwards, Ewing, Fell, 
Finney, Fulton, Funck, Hanna, IInezard, 
Horton, Howard, Knight, Lawrence, 
Lilly, Lear, Littlcton, MacConnell, M’~‘ul- 
loch, MacVengh, Mann, Nantor, Minor, 
R’cwlin, Niles, Palmer, II. W., Parsons, 
Patterson, (Lancaster,) Porter, Pughc, 
Puiviance, (Allegheny,) Purvianco, (lsut- 
Icr,) Reynolds, James L., Rooke, Runk, 
Russell, Simpson, Stanton,Stcwart,Struth- 
cm, Turrcll, Van Reed, Walker, Whitr, 
(Indiana,) White, David S., Wethcrill, 
(Philadelphia,) White, J. W. F. and 
Meredith, PrexidenG~iX. 

So the question was determined in the 
negntivtr. 

The original resolution thon passed. 
Mr. H.\nnr- \Vrrrrlc. I noinirrate for 

First Assistant (‘lcrk,I,ucius Rogers, Esq., 
of Jf'lioan county. 

Xr. 13oYn. I nominate William Viol, 
of Montgorrlery imntJ-. 

\Ir (‘ASSIDY. I desire to place in nomi- *. I 
nation a gentlomonfir thisoffice, and be- 
fore doing so I dcsiro to say a few words 
on the subject, referring to placing that 
gentleman upon the list ; I trust in nomi- 
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nating the gentlemanIam about to name, 
I will have in the election the support 
of our friends who represent the majority 
of this Convention. Yen are about to 
elect assistant clerks ; the majority have 
already elected the Chief Clerk. It 
would, therefore, seem bnt fair that 

those who are in the minority here 
should have a representative at the desk ; 
while we have no doubt that whoever 
may be selected will look afterthe proper 
interest of the Convention ; inorder to re- 
lieve any doubt from the mind of any one, 
or any doubt about it at all, it seems to 
me to be but *dir that those who are in the 
minority should have, at least, the small 
ofiice given to them of Assistant Clerk, 
and following the precedent you are so 
familiar with, Mr. President, and men- 
tioned by Judge Woodward as having oc- 
curred in the Convention of 1%37-S, I trust 
we will have arepresentative at the desk. 
For the purpose of enabling our friendsof 
the majority to assist us in getting such a 
place, I nominate Albert W. Fletcher, of 
Philadelphia, for Assistant Clerk. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I nominate S. W. 
Buck, of Bradford county. 

Mr. BARCLAY. Mr. President : I woulcl 
take the liberty, sir, of nominating a can- 
didate from democratic Berks. I nomi- 
nate William M. Rightmyer. He is a 
young lawyer, andhaseminent fitncssfor 
the position to which I have nominated 
him. 

Mr. HOPKIXVS. I have no doubt that 
the gentleman named by my two friends 
from Philadelphia, and my other friend, 
are all very deserving men, I take it for 
granted, or their names would not bepro- 
posed; but, after what has tmnspired in 
this hall this morning, and over and over 
again, it must be apparent to those gen- 
tlemen, as it is to myself, that there is no 
disposition on the part of the majority of 
this House to concede any officem to the 
minority ; I hope, therefore, that the gen- 
tlemen will withdraw their nominations: 
I do not like to be put in the attitude of 
votingagainstanybodynamed, but I shall 
not record my vote in favor of any man, 
nnless I see a disposition upon the part of 
the majority to make some concessions; 
I think every member is satisfied that 
those concessions will not be made, and I 
hope the nominations u-i11 be withdwwn. 

Mr. BOYD withdrew the name of Wm. 
Viel. 

Mr. STANTON moved that the nomiua- 
tions close. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HARIXY WRITE. I cal1 the atten- 
,ion of the Clerks and the Chair to the 
?& that the resolution contemplates the 
lamination at one time of all the officers 
;o be elected by the Convention. 

Mr. HAY. I see no reason then why the 
suggevtion of the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. White) should not prevail, and 
why all these nominations shonld not be 
made now and exried through without 
thther delay. Of course it is not ncces- 
sary to take a vote upn each separate 

case. Let the whole list be made out and 
voted upon at once. 

Mr. BARCLAY. I will withdraw the 
name of Mr. Rightmyer for the present, 
and when nominations for Secxmd Assist- 
ant Clerk are in order I will present the 
name of that gentleman. 

The Convention then prooeeded to the 
slection of First Assistant Clerk, and the 
vote being taken, was as follows : 

The following named members voted 
for Luoius Rogers : 

Messrs. AImstrong, Ainey, nndrews, 
Addiclrs, Bartholomew, Baily, (Perry,) 
Baker, Bannan, Bardsley, Beebe, Bow- 
man, Bmomall, Carey, Carter, Cochmn 
Collins, Craig, Curry, Davis, Dimmiek, 
Darlington, Edwards, Ewing, Fell, Fin- 
ney, Fulton, Funck, Hanna, Hazzard, 
Horton, Howard, Knight, Lawrence, Lil- 
ly, Lear, Littleton, MacConnell, M’Cul- 
loch, M’Munay, MacVeagh, Mann, Man- 
tar, Minor, Newlin, Niles, Palmer, H. W., 
Parsons, Patterson, D. W., Porter, Pugh-he, 
Purviance, John N., Purvlanee, Sam’1 A., 
Reynolds, James L., Rooke, Rnnk, Rus- 
sell, Simpson, Stanton, Stewart, Struthers, 
Turrell, Van Reed, Walker, White, Harry, 
White, David N., Wetherill, John Price 
and White, J. W. F.-G7 vote% 

Thefollowing namedmembersvotedfor 
5. W. Buck : 

Messrs. Blaok, (York,) Corbett, Camp- 
bell, Freeze and Meredith, President 
5 votes. 

Mr. BARCLAY voted farA. W. Fletcher. 
During the calling of the roll, when his 

name was reached, Mr. Cassidy withdrew 
the name of Mr. Fletcher, and Mr. Camp 
bell withdrew the name of Mr. Buok. 

Lucius Rogers having received the 
highest number of votes, was deolared 
duly elected First Assistant Clerk. 

Mr. DARLINQTON. Mr. President : In 
order to save time to the Convention, and 
at the suggestion of some of our friends 
on the other side, I offer the following 
resolution : 
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Rcsclued, That the following oflicors be 
elected : 

A. D. Harlan, Second Assistant Clerk ; 
John L. Linton and A. T. Parker, Tr:m- 
scribing Clerks ; James Onslow, Sergeant- 
at-Arms ; Cassius M. Brown, Assistant 
Sergeant-at-Arms; Clement Evans, Door- 
keeper ; Frank Bentley, Assistant Door- 
keeper; Henry B. Price, Postmaster; 13. 
Frank Major, Assistant Postmaster. 

The resolution was read a second time. 
Xr. HOPIXN~ moved to amend, by in- 

serting after the word “officers,” the 
words “by the majority of the Conven- 
ti011: 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. KAINE. I would suggest to the 

mover of that resolution that ho insert 
the word “ persons ” in place of “ officers ” 
after it following.” Now, we have already 
provided by resolution that s,nch and such 
persons shall be elected. If he will put 
in the word ‘1 persons ” I think it will be 
better. 

Nr. Dan~,~~a~os. I think the Ian- 
guage is right, i‘ That the following 01% 
cers.” 

Mr. Kar~s. I think the gentleman is 
in error. WC elect “persons ” to OfiCCS. 

They are Liofficcrs” after they are elected. 
The amendment suggested by Mr. Kaine 

was agreod to, and the question recurred 
on the original resolution. 

;\Jr. BAILY (Perry.) Mr. President: 
Before you put the question I wish to 
my that I think that amendment is im- 
proper. Let us not trifle with this sub- 
,! cot and make asses of ourselves. I think 
rf the Convention had properly under- 
stood it, they would have voted it down. 
I move to rc-consider the vote on the 
amendment. We all very well know, 
who have had experience in this kind of 
business, that it is improper. We know 
that the ofacers are elected by the ma- 
jority of a body, or they could not bc 
elected at all. Such an amendment as 
that is improper to go upon the Journal. 
I hope it will be re-considered and voted 
down. 

The motion to re-consider was agreed to. 
The amendment being again before the 

Convention, it was not agreed to. 
Mr. HAY. Mr. President: I have an 

amendment to propose. I will state what 
the object is before offering it. Perhaps 
it may obviate the necessity of offering 
the amendment. I voted against tho 
adoption of that report, and therefore was 
not able to move it.s re-oonsideration. I 
desire to know some necessity for appoint- 
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ing a Post~niaster and Assistant Postmas- 
tcr of this Convention. I confess that I 
can see no necessity for such officers being 
appointed. I would like to inquire why 
tho Convantion should appoint two olh- 
ccrs, at an espense of $1,400, for work that 
I don’t know anything about. 

Xr. D. S. Pa~rnasow raised the point 
of order that the report had been adopted, 
and the Convention had agreed to elec? 
tAlOSL’ Ofikl%. 

Mr. Ilay. I rose to propose an arnenti- 
men&-that wc should strike out tlrc: 
names of the persons proposed to be clcct- 
cd Postmaster and nssistant Postma.ster, 

Mr. MACVIL~GII. Mr. President : I wish 
to give the gentleman the explanation 
which was given to us by the gentlemen 
of our committee who had had Congrcs- 
sional and legislative esperiencc. 111 
their judgment the mass of mail runtter 
to bc distribnted among the members of 
the C’onvcntion would bc so large, and 
the private mrrespondcnac and corres- 
pondonce of members with their constitu- 
ents would bc so important, that it sh0u!c! 
bo put into the custody of responsible pcr- 
sons, who would distribute it in the pour- 
office nnncxetl to the House of Rcprescnta- 
tives, so that each mcrnbcr could coine 
hcrc at any time and get his mail matte 
from the postmnstcr of the body, xnc! 
take it to his desk and attend to his (‘or- 
rcspondcnce, or do with it as hc chooses. 
Then the postrnastcr wo~~ld come rnlti 
gather up all the mail matter the mcnl- 
bcrs have to send ‘Iwave I _ , and that those 
duties could not be discharged with safety 
and convenience to the body, and to thl> 
convenicncc of the constituents of thr 
body, without an officer of this chnrac:- 
tcr. The 2\ssistnnt Postmaster was con- 
sidcred to he necessarv tobring this consid- 
crablo mail matter from the office of the 
city here and take it back, and to be on 
hand and act as general messenger also 
for the body. I can only say that Mr. 
Hopkins, Mr. Armstrong, Mr. Whit<> 
(Indiana) and Mr. Kaine have had verv 
considerable experience in those matters, 
and I believe I oannot be mistaken in say- 
ing that to them the other members of thts 
committee deferred their united j udgment 
in this matter. 

Mr. HAY. Mr. President : My object in 
proposing an amcndrnent of that characte: 
was to elicit this information, and inform 
myself of the noccssity of such officer% 
WC desire to have no more onicers thnn 
is absolutely necessary for the proper per- 
formance of the duties of this body, and I 
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think the members of this body ought 
not to provide for their own convenience 
:It the expense of the State. I do not SW 
why the postal matter of members could 
not be dclivercd to them as well as to the 
residents here-at their residences or at 
the postoffioc. I object to putting this 
cxpcnse upon the State Of Pennsylvania, 
and I thorefore move to amend by strik- 
ing out from the list Of officers the names 
proposed for Postmaster and Assistant 
Postmaster. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. DALLAS. Mr. President : I move to 

amend, by striking from the list of oilices 
to ho filled, the office of Assistant Rer- 
geant-at-t-hrms. I cannot see any neces- 
sity, in a body of this kind, for two t&r- 
geants-at-Arms. 

Mr. &fACVlL4QlI. That question was 
also considered. It was stated that the 
Sergeant-at-Arms was the executive ofli- 
L-r of the body, subject to the order of 
the President, obliged to beaway at differ- 
ont .times in executing those orders. 
Gentlemen who have been associated 
with such bodies told us it was absolutely 
necessary for him to have such assistance 
t,o execute his orders, so that he might be 
present in the Convention to keep order 
under direction of the Chair. I can only 
repeat that this is the information that 
the gentlemen upon the committee, of all 
shadesofopinion, gave upon this question. 

Xr. DALLAS. There are two Sergeants- 
at-ArmsandtwoDoor-keepers, fourexecn- 
tive ofllcers, upon the floor of the House. 
I insist upon my amendment, that one of 
those officers be dispensed with, and that 
it should be the Asaistnnt Sergeant-at- 
Srms. 

Mr. ?vfAGVEaCSEI ~llcd attention to the 
fact that there were two doors to be at- 
tended to. 

Mr. EWING Mr. President: I would 
askif the motion is in order? The Con- 
vention this morning determined what 
officers we would have for the Cum-en- 
tion. Is not this equivalent to’a rc-con- 
sideration and change of tho resolution 
passed this morning? Is it not anindi- 
rcct way of getting at a re-consideration of 
the resolution adopted by the Convention? 

The PRIGSIDEXT.. The resolution this 
morning provided that certain officers 
should be elected. The proposition now 
is to elect them. It is in order, in the 
opinion of the Chair, to move to strike out 
any one of the offices, the effect of which 
will be that he will not be elected at this 
time. 

On thz question, will the Convention 
agree to the amendment? 

The yeas and nays were required by 
Mr. Dallas and Mr. Boyd, and were 
follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Acheubach, Baer, Bailey, (Hun- 
tingdon,) Boyd, Brodhead, Barclay, Cur- 
tin, Campbell, Corbctt, Church, Clark. 
Cronmillcr, Cuyler, Dodd, Dallas, Ds- 
France, Ellis, Freeze, Gibson, Gil- 
pin, Outhrie, Harvey, Hay, Hemphill, 
Hoverin, IIunsicker, Long, M’Camant, 
Patterson (Allegheny,) Reynolds, 8. II., 
Reed, (NifIlin,)Ross, Smitl~,(Alleghcny,) 
Smith, (Borks,) Smith, (Lancaster,) 
Temple, Wetherill, (Schuylkill,) Whcr- 
ry and Worrell-39. 

NAYS. 

Messrs. Armstrong, hiney, Alricks, 
nndrews, Addicks, Bartholomew, Black, . 
(York,) Bailey, (Perry,) Baker, Bannnn, 
Bardsley, Beebe,Biddle, Bowman, Broom- 
all, Brown, Carey, Cassidy, Cochrau, 
Collins, Corson, Craig, Curry, Davis, 
Dimmick, Darlington, Edwards, Elliott. 
Ewing, Fell, Finney, Fulton, Funck, 
Gowon, Hall, Hanna, Hazzard, Hopkins. 
Horton, Howard, Raine, Knight, Lambcr- 
ton, Lawrence, Lilly, Landis, Lear, Lit- 
tlcton, M’Allistcr, M’Connell, ~l’Culloch, 
RI’Murray, MacVeagh, Mann, Mnntor. 
Metzger,- &1inor, NeGlin, Kiles, Punnsn, 
Palmer, H. W., Parsons, Patterson, (Lan- 
a&or,) Patton, Porter, Pughe, Purvinncti, 
(Allegheny,) Purviance, (Butler,) Rey- 
nolds, James II., Rhonc, Rooke, Runk, 
Russell, Simpson, Stanton, Stewart, 
Rtruthers, Turrell, Van Reed, Walker, 
White, (Indiana,) White, David K.. 
Woodward, Wotherill, (Philadelphia, j 
White, J. W. F. and Meredith, l+e$ident. 
--8F. 

So the question was determined in the 
negative. 

On the question, will the Convention 
agree to the resolution as amended ? 

The yeas and nays were required by 
l\lr.’ Wetherill (Schuylkill) and Mr. 
Smith, (Bcrks,) and were as follow, viz : 

YE A S. 

Messrs. Armstrong, hiney, Andrews. 
Addicks, Bartholomew, Bailey, (Per- 
ry,) Baker, Bardsley, Beebe, Bow- 
man, Broomall, Carey, Carter, Cochran, 
Collins, Craig, Curry, Davis, Dimmick. 
Darlington, Edwards, Ewing, Fell, Fin- 
ney, Fulton, Funck, Hanna, Hazzard, 
liorton, Howard, Knight, T>awrenoe, Lilly, 
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Lear, Littlcton, M’Allister, MacConnell, 
M’Culloch, MacVeagh, Mann, Mantor, 
Minor, Xewlin, Xles, Palmer, I-I. W., 
Parsons, Patterson, (Lancaster,) Porter, 
Pughc, Purviance, (Allegheny,) Purvi- 
ante, (Butler,) Reynolds, James L., 
Rooke, Runk, Russell, Simpson, Stanton, 
Stewart, Struthers, Turrcll, Van Reed, 
Walker, White, (Indiana,) White, David 
N., Wetherill, (Philadelphia,) White, J. 
W. F. and Meredith, President-G. 

NAY Y. 

Messrs. Baer, Barclay, Hemphill, Hun- 
sicker, M’Camant, Ross, Smith (Berks) 
and Smith (Lancaster.)-% 

SO the question was dctermincd in the 
aflirmative. 

RULES .~ND sTANDINQ COMMITTEES. 

Xr. NEWLIN offered the following reso- 
lution, which was twice read : 

l 
Resolwerl, That a committee of seven he 

appointed by the Chair, to report to the 
Convention to-morrow morning, what 
standing committees should be formed. 

Mr. TURRELL moved to amend, hy 
striking out all after the word “rcsolvcd,” 
and inserting in lieu thereof the follow- 
ing : 

“That a committee of eleven be ap- 
pointed by the Chair, to mature and rc- 
port a code of rules for the governmont of 
this body.” 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will ob- 
serve that this is not pertinent bo the sub- 
ject of the resolution, and thcrcforo not 
in order. 

Mr. SrXpsoN. Mr. President : I would 
suggest to the mover of this resolution 
that he had better increase the number of 
the members of the committee. It seems 
to me thore should be eleven, or thirteen, 
or fifteen, to determine and report. I 
move to amend by making it fifteen. 

Mr. NEWLIN accepted the amendment. 
Mr. DARLINQTON. Mr. President: I 

think WC are advancing a little too fast. 
I propose to offer the following as a sub- 
stitute : 

“Resolued, That a committee be op- 
pointed to consider and report rules for 
the govcrnmcnt of the Convention.” 

Let the number be fixed by the Con- 
vention. I beg leave to suggest that those 
who had charge of the matter in the for- 
mer Convention were only five innumber. 

Mr. CAS~IDY moved to amend the reso- 
lution, by adding “ and rules adopted for 
the government of this body.” 

Mr. XEWLIN accepted the amendment. 

The resolution, as modified, was then 
read as follows : 

Resolved, That a committee of fifteen br 
appointed by the Chair, to report to the 
Convention to-morrow morning, what 
standing committees should be formetl 
and rules adopted for the government of 
this body. 

Mr. DARLINGTON thought that a coni- 
mittee of fifteen, or auy committee abol-c’ 
seven in number, would be unwieldy, 
and the smaller the number the better. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Dar- 
lingtou was read. 

Mr. I<-4INE. Mr. President: I don’t 
know whether the recollection of the gen- 
tleman from Chester, (Mr. Darlington,) 
who was a member of the Convention of 
183i-8, is correct or not. I thought there 
were two committees on those subjects 
appointed by the Convention of 1837-G 
that there was a committee appointed to 
cletcrminewhatstandingcommitteestherc 
should be in that Convention, and that 
there was also a committee on rules. The 
gentleman, I think, said, yesterday, that 
the rules as adopted by that Convention 
were to be found in the Debates of the 
Convention or the Journal. 

Mr. DARLINGTON. In the Journal. 
Mr. KAINE. I thought then he was 

mistaken, and now I know he was. A rc- 
port of a set of rules for the governmeut 
of that Convention was made by the com- 
mittee, and it is to be found somewhere 
in the Arst volume of the debates. 

Mr. DARI.INGTON. Page ‘is, of the Jour- 
nal. 

Mr. KAINX. Those rules were not 
adopted at that time at all, but they were 
discussed and modified, and altered from 
day to day ; and you will find, I think on 
page 131, of the Debates-not of tho Jour- 
nal, but of the Debates-whero a motion 
was made and carried, that 200 copies of 
those rules be printed for the use of the 
Convention. If those rules are to be fount1 
as adopted by that Convention, and as 
printed under that order, I should be vcr\ 
glad if the gentleman from Ches:cr woultl 
point me to the page. I understand there 
is not a copy of the Journals of that Con- 
vention in this library, and I am perfertl:- 
satisfied there is not a copy of those rules 
as adopted by the Convention. 

Kow, Mr. President, to prepare a set ot 
rules for the government of this body, or 
any body like this, will require considera- 
ble labor, considerable examination, and 
it will be utterly impossible for any com- 
mittee to make that examination and re- 



CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 33 

port those rules by to-morrow morning. 
I think, sir, there ought to be two com- 
mittees, as was first proposed. If any 
gentleman will offer a resolution that a 
committee of nine or eleven be appointed 
to prepare and report to-morrow what 
standing committees are necessary for the 
regulation of this body I would vote for 
it, and then I would vote for a separate 
committee to prepare rules for the gov- 
ernment of this body. 

Mr. DARLINGTON. I refer the gentle- 
man to the Debates of the Convention, 
where the report of the committee was 
made, providing, among other things, for 
certain standing committees. On another 
page of the Debates he will find that the 
number is fixed at nine for each commit- 
tee. On pages 3Q and 31, of the first vol- 
ume of the Debates, will be found the 
names of the standing committees. All 
this is embraced in the report of the Com- 
mittee on Rules, and all of which will 
come before the Committee on Rules here. 

Mr. ELAINE. Do I understand the gen- 
tleman to say that that report and the 
rules are to he found at that place in the 
Debates ? 

Mr. DARLINQTON. They will be found 
in the report of the committee. You will 
find that the number was fixed at nine. 

Mr. KAINE. I am very well aware of 
that. On page 31 you will find that the 
rules for the government of the Conven- 
tion were ordered to be printed ; I asked 
the gentleman, and I ask him now, and 
would be glad if he would point to the 
page anywhere in the Journals where 
those rules are printed; I undertake to 
ssy they were never published, either 
in the debates or in the Journal, setiatim ; 
I suppose by hunting through, from page 
to page, they can be found ; but, if you 
can get a copy of the rules as they were 
ordered to be printed, of course they were 
complete. 

Now, sir, I repeat, that I think there 
ought to be two committees-a committee 
to say what standing committees are ne- 
cessary for this body, and a committee to 
prepare rules for its government. 

Mr. JOHN PRICE WETHERILL. Mr. 
President : I am opposed to the amend- 
ment, as offered by the gentleman from 
Chester, (Mr. Darlington,) for this reason : 
It seems to me that one committee can 
frame rules, and also give us the informa- 
tion in regard to standing committees ; as 
I understand it, the gentleman from Ches- 
ter wants a committee on rules alone. 

Mr. DARLINQTON. That ia my mo- 
tion. 

Mr. JOHN PRICE WETHERILL. I un- 
derstand you want two committees? 

Mr. DARLIN~TON. No, sir. 
Mr. JOHN PRICE *ETHERILL. Then 

I favor your idea 
It has been said that it will take a great 

deal of time to prepare rules. I contend 
that the rules governing other bodies 
similarly constituted will govern OUR, 
and that they can be prepared with little 
or no amendment, and that a committee 
of seven, therefore, can, in a little time, 
give us just what rules we want; but the 
important part of the matter in my mind 
is, that dve, by passing this resolution, 
commit this Convention to standing com- 
mittees, and not to one committee. It 
was suggestedby agentleman from Phila- 
delphia yesterday that perhaps it would 
be just as well for us to form one large 
committee, and give the duties of the 
committee work of this Convention to 
that committee. I oppose any such propo- 
sition as that, and I am glad this resolu- 
tion is offsred, because it commits the 
work of this Convention to several stand- 
ing committees, and I hope that will 
prevail. I hope the committees will be 
solarge that a place will be found on 
some of them for every member of this 
Convention, and for that reasou I hope 
the resolution oiIered by the gentleman 
from Philadelphia (Mr. Newlin) will 
pass. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. President : It 
occurs to me that this raises a very ordi- 
nary question of parliamentary law, and 
to avoid confusion let us see where we are 
for a moment. The gentleman from Phil- 
adelphia (Mr. Newlin) offered a resolu- 
tion that a committee be appointed to re- 
port the number of standing committees 
necessary for the business of this body. 
The gentleman from Philadelphia (Mr. 
Cassidy) offered an amendment pro- 
viding for rules for the government of 
this body ; that was accepted, and that is 
the resolution now of the gentlemantlom 
Philadelphia (Mr. Newlin) who, first 
offeredit,andthatthenumberbeincaessed 
to fifteen. Then the gentleman: from 
Chester (Mr. Darlington) offers an amend- 
ment that a committee be appointed tere- 
port rules for thisbody. Nay, the Con- 
vention will observe, that this is accom- 

plishing the same result in different ways. 
The resolution first offered, and upon the 
Clerk’s de&, contemplates as part of the 
duty of the: oomz&W that rulea :ba -re+ 
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ported. The gentleman’s resolution is 
simply the resolution of the gentleman 
following ; simpIy that they are to name 
the number of the committees. It seema 
to me we ought to avoid confusion by tak- 
ing up the resolution of the gentleman 
from Philadelphia (Mr. Newlin.) It is 
the experience of every gentleman who 
is at all familiar with the rules governing 
legislative bodies, that the rules of the 
body indicate the number and character 
of the committees, and the manner of 
their appointment. Take up our rules in 
Congress; you will observe that that pro- 
vision prevails there. Take up the rules 
,of either branch of the Legislature, and 
you will observe that the names of the 
mmmittees are mentioned seriatim and 
embodied in the rules. It seems to me if 
you have two committees-a committee 
‘3x1 rules and a committee on the number 
aof committees-it will occasion confusion. 
‘One committee, it seems to me, ought to 
be empowered to report a series of rules, 
and let it be understood as the duty of 
that committee to report the number of 
committees also. If you want a prece- 
dent, the rules of the Convention of 1837 
indicate the number of the standing com- 
mittees of that body, and, if I mistake 
not, the committees were appointed ao 
cordingly. Refer to the Debates of the 
Illinois Convention, and you will dis- 
cover the Same thing ; the Committee on 
Rules reported also the number of com- 
mittees. I know the distinguished gen- 
tleman from Chester (Mr. Darlington) 
will see, ,if he reflects a moment, that 
this is just about the same thing as pro- 
posed, by the member from Philadelphia 
(Mr. Newlin.) I trust, therefore, the reso- 
tion first offered will be, considered by the 
Convention, and not the amendment. 

Mr. DARLI.NOTON. Mr. President: I 
wish it perfectly understood, that in any 
motion I make,1 am for the same thing, if 
I understand it as the gentleman who 

1 off’ered the resolution. The precedent I fol- 
lnwed, however, is the precedent adopted 
by the former Convention, when Judge 
Champneys, chairman of the committee, 
proposed the same resolution. I care not 
how it is done. I do not want one com- 
mittee ; I want a dozen of them. 

Mr. DARLINGP~ ~N’S amendment was not 
agreed to. . 

The original resolution, asmodified, was 
then adopted. 

It was ordered that Messrs. Newlin, 
Woodward, Darlington, Hopkins, Turrell, 
Black, (York,) Armstrong, Kaine, S. A. 

Purviance, Guthrie, White, (Indiana,) 
Gowen, Lawrence, S. M. Clark and Mann 
be the Said committee. 

SESSIONS OF THE CONVENTION. 

1Mr. DALLAS offered the following reso- 
lution, which was twice read : 

Resolved, That until otherwise ordered, 
this Convention will hereafter meet at ten 
A. M., and adjourn at one P. M., of each 
day. 

Mr. JOHN PRICE WXTHERILL moved to 
amend, by striking out the word ~‘ouc,” 
and inserting in lieu thereof the word 
“three.” 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. LANDIS moved to amend, by wtri- 

king out the word “one,” and inserting 
in lieu thereof the word “two.” 

The amendment was agreed to, and the 
resolution as amended was adopted. 
SESsIONs TO BE OPENEDWITHPRAYER. 

Mr. M’ATXSTER offered the following 
resolution, which was twiae read : 

Resolved, That the President of the Con- 
vention invite the clergy of the city of 
Harrisburg, by an arrangement among 
themselves, to open the sessions each 
morning with prayer. 

Mr. LILLY moved to amend, by adding 
“ during its sessions in Harrisburg.” 

The amendment was accepted. 
Mr. CAJIPBELL moved to strike out the 

words “ by an arrangement among them- 
selves.” 

The motion was not seconded. 
Mr. LANDIS. I move to amend, by 

striking out all after the word “resolved,” 
and inserting in lieu thereof the follow- 
ing : 

“ That the President of the Convention 
be requested to invite a minister of the 
city to open the sessions of the Convention 
daily with prayer.” 

That will apply as well to Philadelphia 
as Harrisburg. 

Mr. MACVEAQH. That is copied almost 
verbatim from the resolution of 1837, and 
is in the language of the usual resolution 
on such occasions. 

Mr. CASSIDY. I would suggest to the 
gentleman who offered the amendment to 
strike out the word “minister” and insert 
“clergyman,” because it might be open 
to the objection that it does not apply to 
Catholic priests and the Jewish Rabbi. 

Mr. LANI)IS. I accept that. 
Mr. BOYD moved to amend the amencl- 

ment, by adding the following words : 
.&&And that no compensation be allowed 

for such services.” 
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Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President: I hope 
that in inviting the clergymen to open 
the Sessions of this Convention with 
prayer we will not introduce the subject 
of compensation into the resolution at all. 
It would be a very uncourteous thing, 
even for us, to indicate a suspicion that 
those distinguished , gentlemen would 
want compen&ion for their services. I 
hope the amendment will not be adopted, 
but that we will leave the question open. 

Mr. BOYD. It was because I had Such 
suspicion that I offered the amendment. 

Mr. 8IYPSON. Mr. President : I would 
suggest to my friend from Montgomery 
(Mr. Boyd) that he had better insert the 
word IL pecuniary” before the word 6’ com- 
pensation,” because the Lord may allow 
them compenSation. 

The amendment to the amendment waS 
not agreed to, and the amendment wa.s 
not agreed to. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

REPORTINQ AND PUBLISHINYGI OF THE 
PROCEEDINOS. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was twioe read : 

Resolved, That a committee of seven be 
appointed to contract for the reporting and 
publishing of the proceedings of this Con- 
vention, and to report such oontraot to the 
Convention for its action thereon. 

Mr. MACVEAQH moved to amend, by 
Striking out all after the word ‘4 resolved,” 
and inserting in lieu thereof the fr,llow- 
ing: 

“ That a committee of nine be appointed 
to take into consideration all methods 
which may be presented to them for the 
reporting and printing of the proceedings 
of this Convention, and to report to the 
Convention the method which, in their 
judgment, is most likely to secure efil- 
ciency and economy in such publication.” 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. President: 
One word of explanation as to the original 
resolution and the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Dauphin (Mr. Mac 
Veagh.) I cannot say that I am particu- 
lar which resolution, the original or the 
amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Dauphin, is adopted. Either one of 
them will comprehend the object I have 
in view. The Convention will observe 
that the language of the original resolu- 
tion is for the appointment of a commit- 
tee to contract for the reporting and 
printing of the proceedings, and to report 
suoh contract to the Convention for its 
action. This is a comprehensive resolu- 

tion. You appoint your committee ; that 
committee is clothed with the power to 
fully negotiate and report to this body a 
contract, not empowering them, however, 
to conclude any contract to bind this 
body, but to devise Such ways and means, 
and to embody those ways and meana in 
a contract which will best effect the ends 
in view. 

Mr. MACVEAGH. Mr. President : The 
only object of my amendment is to bring 
before the Convention the condition in 
whioh this matter stands. Certain re- 
porters are here who have applied for the 
reportingof the Convention, I have Seen 
on6 or two of them. Certain other gentle- 
men want to oontraot for the printing, and 
including the reporting, and then the 
printers to hire the reporters and do the 
entire work. All we desire is, that it 
should be brought to the attention of the 
Convention, so that the Convention may 
decide ‘whether they prefer the one 
method or the other-to give it out as a 
job to a printer, under a contract, or to 
appoint the reporters themselves, and 
contract with the reporters for reporting 
and with the printers for printing. 

Mr. WHITE (Indiana.) I will accept 
the amendment of the gentleman from 
Dauphin, He and I have in oontempln- 
tion precisely the same object. 

Mr. JOHN PRICE WETHERILL. Mr. 
President : I move to amend, by Striking 
out all after the word “ resolved,“and in- 
serting the following : 

“That a committee of seven be ap 
pointed, to be called a Committee on 
Printing, and that their duty shall,bc to 
receive proposals for the printing needed 
by this body; said committee to open said 
proposals, and report to thiS body the low- 
est responsible bidder, and to attend to 
such other business as shall be referred to 
them.” 

If this amendment is adopted, and we 
see fit to take off the subject of reporting 
and refer it to them, we can do so, 

Mr. I~ALLAY. I move that the further 
consideratien of the resolution and the 
amendment be postponed for the present. 

Mr. JonN PRICE WETHERILL.’ I hope 
not. It seems to me that this’is a very 
important matter, and should be’rlxed at 
the outset. The reportingand’printing of 
this Convention will probably be the 
largest item of expense. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President :. I call the 
gentleman to order. A motion to post- 
pone is not in order. 
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The PRESIDENT. The Chair does not be accomplished, and the Committee on 
concur in that opinion. Rules can report. I suppose it is unques- 

Mr. JNO. PRICE WETHERILL. It be- tionably true that thisquestion of expense 
hooves us to see that thismoney lsproper- is going to he one of the most serious 
1-y expended. I therefore say that this items imposed upon the tax-payers of the 
is the most important item before thia State. I see that certain gentlemen in 
Convention. Now, sir, I have no doubt this hall have considered this subject, 
that the item of reporting and printing and I think it is fair for those who have 
the proceedings of a Convention lik’e this not considered it that they should have. 
will not be short of twenty-five thousand time to consider it also. The reasons that 
dollars; therefore, if it does amount to led me to make the motion to postpone 
that, it behooves ns to give the work out are, first, that the Committee on Rules 
by contract. We shcmld refer it to the might have an opportunity to report, to 
committee, and instruct them to receive see if their report includes this subject; 
proposals; and that committee should be and, second, that members who have not 
charged with the duty of opening thorn considered the subject may have more 
proposals, and awarding the contra& to itme. 
the lowest responsible bidder. I do hope Mr. MACVEAGH. The gentleman is en- 
the amendment will be adopted. In re- tirely mistaken in his understanding.. 
regard to other matters, and in regard to There has been no consultation upon the 
printing-as the matter of reporting is subject to my knowledge, other than 
closely allied to that of printing-we have passed in the committee of nine appoint- 
a standing Committee on Printing, and ed by this body, and what has passed in 
let that matter be referred to that com- the body of this Convention this morn- 
mitte for their consideration, and give ing. It was brought before the committee 
them charge of everything: pertaining to of nine, and we submitted a recommenda- 
printing. tion, and it was,in pursuance of that re- 

Mr. GOWEN. Mr. President: It seems commendation, that the matter was 
to me that, if we go into this subject at brought before the Convention. Af the 
all, the resolution of Mr. MacVeagh, as meeting of the delegates, to which the 
accepted by Mr. White, covers the whole gentleman doubtless alludes, in no man-- 
ground, and is, in one respect, better than ner was the subject considered in any di- 
the resolution of Mr. Wetherill, for the r&ion whatever. I have had, and I am 
reason that the first resolution simply sure I aan speak for the gentlemen around 
makes it the duty of the committee to re- me, no consultation whatever about it, 
port the result of the several bids to this This did not cwme, as we understand it, 
Convent.ion for their a&on ; whereas, the within the purview of the other action we 
resolution of Mr. Wetherill gives to five took. All 1 want is, that the Convention, 
or six gentlemen the power to make a and not a committee, shall be confronted 
contract with the lowest bidder. It seems with this question : Does the Convention 
to me, however, that this whole question prefer l&t the reporting shall be done by 
is better met by referring it, or letting it reporters, and the printing by printers, or 
be considered as referred, to the Commit- that the printing and the reporting shall 
tee on Rules, for in those rules there will both be done under a contract with the 
doubtless be a Committee on Printing, printer? Even upon that subject I have 
Accounts and Reporting. If that is the no settled opinion. But 1 have an opinion 
case, it would be better that the standing that the Convention ought to decide it 
wmmittee on this subject should have rather than a committee. 
entire jqrisdiction over the whole sub.ject, Mr. NILES. I desire to ask the gentle- 

rather than that a temporary committee man a question, and that is if there is not 
should now take action upon it. I would a contract now with the State Printer by 
suggest that, to-morrow, we will probably which he is entitled to the printing and 
have the report of the Committee on binding of the State, and in force 7 
Rules, which will embrace this subjeot, Mr. MACVEA~H. Of that I know noth- 

and relieve us of the necessity of appoint- ing. But I do not, believe any contract 
ing a special committee. made by the Legislature would be bind- 

Mr. DALLAS. Mr. P?esident : The ques- ing upon us, as I do not believe the lim,i- 
tion before the House, as I understand, is tations of the Convention are in any de- 
my motion to postpone this entire subject gree binding. I think this Convention is 
for the present, If so postponed, then the sitting in a sovereign opacity, and is quite 
purpose of my friend, Mr. Gwen, would oompetent to make a contract for its print- 
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ing and reporting or anything else. In 
.that I may be in error, for I hawe no know- 
ledge on the subject. 

Mr. JNO. Pams WEFRERILL I desire 
50 call attention to the difference between 
the resolation I offered and the one affered 
by the .gentleman from Dauphin <Mr. 
MacVeagh.) The gentleman from Dau- 
phin Besires a committee appointedte take 
into consideration all the different meth- 
ods. I desire a committee on printing and 
binding to give this work out to the lewest 
responsible bidder. 

Mr. MACVEA~IL ‘The printing and 
binding? 

Mr. JNO. PBICE WETRERILC. No, sir; 
“the printing. I am willing that the re- 
porting shall come up afterward. 

Tke PBESIBENT. The metion is to post- 
pone for the present. Upon that motion 
debate apon the merits of the question is, 
Legitimately, not in order. 

Mr. HABRY WHITE. I move to amend, 
by making the metion to postpone indefi- 
nite. That is debatable. My understand- 
ing is, that the motion to postpone for the 
present is not debatable, but the motion 
to postpone indefinitely allows the largest 
Ratitude of debate. 

The PRESIDENT. The Claair is of the 
*pinion that any motion to postpone is de- 
batable, but the debate must be confined 
ita the motion to postpene. 

Mr. HARRY W~ras. Then, as to the 
propriety of postpuning this quesiou for 
the present. What is the situation here ? 
A resolution has Rseen offered for the ap- 
pointment ef a committee to consider and 
report to this Convention the question of 

! reporting and griming its proceedings. 
We cannot take a step in that direction 
too quickly. It bias been suggested, let 
us wait, let us.delay this matter until the 
standing committees are appointed, and 
the Committee on Printing will dispose 
of this question. Mr. President, this is 
the second day of our proeeedlnga I see 
before me persons taking notes of our 
proceedings A part of our history has 
already occurred. We do not know what 
step we are going to take. We a0 not 
own the notes those persons .are taking of 
our pro6e&lings The quicker we dis- 
pose of this question the better. And 
here is another question; the State Printer 
is here on this floor, elaiming that the 
Printing of this body belongs to him, by 
virtue of a contract :msQe by him with the 
State for doing the State printing I, as 
one individual member of this body, do 
not think it doea But the committee 

contemplated by that resolntlen has the 
power to inquire into the whole matter, 
and report, at the earliest practicable 
moment, to this Convention such plan as 
the majority of the committee may de- 
vise. Of eonrse, if that committee is pru- 
dent, it will invite bids from all over the 
country, and thl Convention will get the 
result of it, and can act as, in their discre- 
tion, seems ‘best. 

Mr. DARLINQ’SON. Mr. President: So 
far as E have heard the argument here to- 
day on this question, they all seem to as- 
sume that the debates of this Convention 
are going to be reported ma printed. 
Is net that the first question that should 
be carefully considered and decided, 
whether we intend to have the debates of 
the Convention reported before we make 
any contract about it, or rush into any ex- 
treme measures from which we cannot 
back ant? It may be the sense of the 
Convention that we have everything 
taken dewn that is done. That may be 
so ; I do not know. We had in the former 
Convention, I recollect, the report of our 
daily debates in a daily paper, which 
lasted five or six weeks, and then we 
abolished it, by common consent, as use- 
less and unnecessary. Our debates were, 
nevertheless, reported and printed inGer- 
man as well as in English, and when they 
were distributed they were distributed 
among thelibraries. TheGerman nobody 
wanted. The others they took and got rid 
ef them as well as they could. Who 
read them ? Did anybody read them:? I 
reeolleet your sugestion, Mr. President, 
that the best we could do with them 
would be to give the English debates 
to those who represented German coun- 
ties, and the German debates to those 
who represented Engliih counties, and 
thereby we would be sure nobody read 
them. I lander&and that they are not 
now te be printed in German. But are 
we ready to have these debates reporteiP 
in e&-o upon every immaterial subject 
that arises? What interest is it to this 
generation, or to posterity, whether the 
debates for the last two days are ever 
printed 7 Who wants his nonsense or his 
folly to ,he given to posterity? X do not. 
The reports of this Convention ought to 
be eonfined, if the debates are ever re- 
ported at all, to an intelligent report of 
discussions upon plrinciples, and upon the 
amendments which are proposed, leaving 
opt of them everything that istrash, every- 
thing but substance. How are we to do 
that.? Not by rushing into a contract like 
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this. I donot care who does the printing, if 
it is to be done at all ; but I am informed by 
respectable authority-I have not looked 
at the law myself-the Secretary of the 
c:ommonwealth informed me, that it was 
claimed as a right by the State Printer 
that he should have this job. I do not 
know whether that is right or wrong. I 
cannot tell. It is supposed that if this is 
to be done at all, it can be done as cheaply 
under hiscontract as undera cantract with 
anybody else. I do not know the gentle- 
man. I do not know an.vthing about. that 
contract. But I do not think this Con- 
vention is prepared to vote on this subject 
to-day. There is no necessity for hurry. 
We have said nothing yet that it is noces- 
sary to hand down to posterity, not one of 
us. It will be some days yet before we 
get down to talking sense. 

Mr. MACVEARH. I was told by two 
members of the committee to-day that 
there are two reporters, who, nnder a 
quasi sanction of the Secretary of the 
(:ommonwealth, are now reporting the 
proceedings of this body, and understood 
to be in the pay of the Convention, al- 
though not formally so. That is the only 
rlbject I have in moving in the matter as 
T do. 

Mr. DARLI~GTDN. I think, then, if 
that is the case, the sooner they report 
quasi the better. If they are quasi re- 
porters let them report quasi. I merely 
want to close my remarks by saying that 
I am favorable to postpontmont. 

RESIGNATION OF MR. RHOX‘E. 

Pending further considelation of the- 
question before the C:onvention, Mr. 
Woodward rose to a question of privilege, 
and presented the following resignation : 

To the President aud members of the Con- 
stit&ionaZ Convention: 

GENTLEMEN :-I hereby tender pan nr;r- 
resignation as delegate from the Thir- 
teenth district. 

Your obedient servant, 
DAXIFJ, LJ: RHOSE.. 

HARRISBURG, Xov. 13, 1872. 

Mr. WOOD~ARD. I move that the com- 
munication be referred to the delegates at 
large who represent the minority of this 
Convention, to fill the vacancy. 

The motion was carried. 

The hour of two having arrived, the 
Prekident adjourned the Convention until 
to-morrow morning at ten o’clock, 
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THIRD DAY. 

THURSDAY, Novemtbw 14, 1872. 

The Convention met at ten o’clock n. 
M., pursuant to adjournment, the Presi- 
dent, William M. Meredith, in the Chair. 

PRAYER. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. Keeling, 
of the Episcopal Church of Harrisburg, as 
follows : 

Almighty and Eternal God, Maker of 
all things, Judge of all men; who hast 
ordained governments on earth for the 
better security and happiness of our race, 
visit, we pray Thee, with Thy loving kind- 
ness, the Council of this Commonwealth 
now especially assembled in Thy pre- 
sence in this place. Fit them with all 
needed wisdom for the due discharge of 
the solemn duties committed to them. 
Help them to remember that they stand, 
not only before the people, but in Thy 
sight, charged with the solemn trust of 
power. Save them from all error, pride, 
ignorance and prejudice. Guide their 
councilsand labors to such just conclu- 
sions as may be acceptable to the people 
of this State, and to the maintenance of 
peace, and union, and truth, and justice, 
and religion, and kindness, and be an 
honor to them and acceptable to Thee; 
which we ask through Jesus Christ, our 
Redeemer-Amen. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings 
was read. 

Mr. COOHRAN. Mr. President : I merely 
suggest in regard to one matter as record- 
ed in the Journal, that John Gibson was 
elected a delegate from the county of 
York ; that counties are not recognized in 
the eleotion of delegates to this Conven- 
tion. They are elected by Senatorial dis- 
tricts, and I suggest that instead of the 
words “the county of York,” the words 
“the Twentieth Senatorial district” be 
?nserted in that portion of the Journal. 

The Journal was so modified, and as 
modified was approved. 

REPORTOFCOMMITTEETOFILLVACANCY. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. President : I rise 
to a question of privilege. I offer the re- 
port of the Delegates at Large on the sub- 

ject of the vacancy occasioned by the re- 
signation of Mr. Rhone. 

The report was read as follows: 
The Delegates at Large to whom it was 

referred to fill the vacancy in the member- 
ship of the Convention ocoasioned by the 
resignation of Daniel L. Rhone, of the 
Thirteenth Senatorial district, do report 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That Caleb E. Wright be and 
hereby is appointed a member of the 
Convention, to fill the vacancy in the re- 
presentation of the Thirteenth Senatorial 
district, caused by the resignation of 
Daniel L. Rhone, the member elect of 
said district. 

(Signed) GEO. W. WOODWARD, 
WM. H. SMITH, 
JOHN H. CAMPBELL, 
JAS. ELLIS, 
A. G. CURTIN, 
WM. J. BAER, 
S. C. T. DODD, 
R. A. LAMBERTON, 

-SAM’L II. REYNOLDS, 
ANDREW A. PURMAN, 
FRANKLIN B. GOWEN, 
WM. L. CORBETT, 
GEO. M. DALLAS, 

Whereupon; Caleb E. Wright presented 
himself in front of the Clerk’s desk, and 
the following oath was administered to 
him by the President : 

You do swear that you will support the 
Constitution of the United States, and per- 
form your duties as a delegate in thisCon- 
venition with fidelity, so help you God. 

QUALIFYING OFFICERS. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Mr. President: Iun- 
derstood that the gentlemen who were 
elected to the subordinate offices yester- 
day, at least some of them, are present. 
I think this would be a proper time to 
have them sworn. If it requiresa motion 
I would move that they now present them- 
selves to be sworn. 

Without putting the motion, the Presi- 
dent directed the officers elect to come 
forward ; whereupon he administered to 
them the usual oath. 
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REBOLUTION CALLINQ FOR INFORMATION. 

Mr. WOODWARD offered the following 
resolution, which was read : 

Resolved, That the Auditor Geneml be 
requested to inform the Convention what 
sums of money were paid out of the Trea- 
sury of the Commonwealth for reporting, 
printing, binding and transporting the 
Debates of the Constitutional Convention 
of 1837-8, including also the postage paid 
tbr transmission of the speeches of mem- 

ers through the mails. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. President : I rise to 
a question of order. When the Conven- 
tion adjourned yesterday there was a 
pending question which has not yet heen 
determined, and I submit that it is now in 
order to proceed to determine that ques- 
tion. I have no objection to this resolu- 
tion, but I want the business disposed of 
in order. 

The PRESIDENT. No rules having been 
adopted, t,he Chairsupposes that this body 
is governed by the ordinary parliamenta- 
ry rules. First, after the reading of the 
.Journal, is the reception of petitions; 
second, the offering of resolutions, and, 
third, is going on with the business pend- 
ing when we adjourned. If the Chair is 
in error he desires to be corrected. 

The resolution was read a second time. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. President: The 
only word of explanation that resolution 
requires is in reference to the matter of 
postage. I will explain to gentlemen 
that the reporter of the former Conven- 
tion had not made much progress in pub- 
lishing the Debates when the Convention 
adjourned, and as he was required to sub- 
mit every gentleman’s speech to him, the 
question arose as to how he could do it af 
ter the Convention adjourned, and it was 
resolved that he should send them by 
mail, the State paying the postage both 
ways. For a year and a half an enormous 
mass of worthless matter was passing 
through the mails of Pennsylvania in or- 
der that gentlemen might have a chance 
to revise their speeches. Now I want to 
know what that amounted to. That post- 
age bill must have amounted to consider- 
able. 

The resolution was adopted. 

RESIDENT CLERK OF TBE HOUSE OF REP- 
REsENTAT1vE.s. 

Mr. STANTON offered the following reso- 
lution, which was twice read and 
adopted : 

Resolved, That Mr. John A. Smull, Resi- 
dent Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives, he requested to aid the officere of 
this Convention. 

DEPARTMENTAL EXPENDITURE% 

Mr. FREEZE offered the following pre- 
amble and resolution, which were read : 

WHIBREA~, By the tenth section of the 
a& calling this Convention, the Secretary 
of the Commonwealth was authorized to 
he prepared, for the informationand use 
of the Convention, such statistical infor- 
mation as may he useful to it in the per- 
formance of its duties; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth be requested and in- 
structed to furnish to the Convention, 
within ten days, the expenditures of the 
Executive Department, including the 
Auditor General and SurVeyor General’s 
offices, as well as the expenditmps, in de- 
tail, for two years last past, of the Legis- 
lative Department. 

Mr. LAWRENCP . . I suaest that the 
rules of this body require resolutions call- 
ing on the Departments forinformation to 
lie over one day. 

The PRESIDENT. There is no Nile on 
l;he subject. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. If we adopt the ordi- 
nary rules of the House of Representa- 
tives, they require all such resolutions to 
lie over one day. 

The PRESIDENT. There have been no 
rules adopted as yet. 

Mr. LawRENCE. I have no objection 
to it. 

The PIEESIDEN?. It cm be easily post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I have no objections 
to the resolution. 

The re~lution was read a second time. 
Mr. MANN. I move to amend, by 

striking out the words ib required and in- 
structed,” and inserting the word “re- 
quested.” I think the word “requested” 
will be sufficient to obtain the informa- 
tion. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. MANN. As there is very much in- 

formation asked for in this resolution, I 
move to amend, by strikingout the words 
“ten days,” and inserting the words 
“within a reasonable time.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HOPKINS moved to amend, by 

striking out the words “ within a reasona- 
ble time,” and inserting the words “at 
his earliest convenience.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 



Mr. BUODHEAD. Iwouldask the mover 
of this resolution if we have not all this 
information in the report of the Auditor 
Gem@? If there is any necessity for 
these officers to go to all this tronble, and 
to put the State to the expense of ascer- 
taining these things P If they are in the re- 
porta of the Auditor General we can ob- 
tain the information from them. 

The resolution was then adopted, a di- 
vision being called, by a vote of 49 in the 
afflrmative and ‘20 in the negative. 

U5E OF STATE LIBRARY. 

Mr. WHERRY offered the followingreso- 
l&ion, which was twice read : 

Resolved, That the State Librarian be 
requested to furnish books to the members 
of the Convention under the same rules 
as to members of the Legislature. 

Mr. MACCONNELL moved to amend, by 
adding the words ii during the sessions of 
the Convention in Harrisburg.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. DALLAS. I ask what those rules 

are. The resolution says the same rules 
as those of the Legislature. 

Mr. WHERRY. The mover of the reso- 
lution is unable to tell exactly what they 
are, but they are laid down in the volume 
of rules. I take it for granted that they 
are quite suliicient. 

Mr. DALLAEI. Does it mean we are to 
have the use of certain books, or are they 
to be presented to us ? 

Mr. WHERRY. I presume the use 
only. 

The resolution asamended was passed. 

PRINTINe FORMER CONSTITUTIONS. 

Mr. HENRY W. SMITE offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was twice read : 

Resolved, That two hundred copies of 
the Constitution of Pennsylvania of 1776, 
1790 and 1838, and subsequent amend- 
ments, be printed in pamphlet form for 
the use of the members of the Conven- 
tion. 

Mr. WHERRY moved to amend, by 
by striking out all after the word 9e- 
solved,” and inserting the following : 

“That a committee of five be appointed 
to consider and report what additional 
books, if any, are necessary to be pur- 
chased or printed for the use of the Con- 
vention.” 

Mr. HENRY W. SMITH. I hope the 
amendment will not be agreed to. The 
effect of the resolution is simply to print 
the three Constitutions that have had 
existence since 1776, for the convenience 

of members. It is necessary, I think al- 
most absolutely necessary, that they 
should have them all before them em- 
braced in a small book in pamphlet form: 
as many of these old things of original 
principles will be brought before this 
Convention, we ought to have them in 
that form. We have already books in 
two large volumes, and it will take a man 
thirty days to find out what is in them. I 
find that the Constitutions of 1776 and of 
1790are not in those large hooks. The 
expense will be very small to print two 
hundred copies, and I think members 
will find it convenient to have them in 
that way. I hope the amendment will 
not be adopted. 

Mr. WHERRY. Mr. President: In be- 
half of the amendment I offered I desire 
just to say a word. It covers all that is in 
the original resolution, and a single point 
more. This Convention may be troubled 
every day of its sessions with resolutions 
calling for the printing or purchasing of 
books, and gentlemen of the Convention 
cannot vote very intelligently upon them. 
Now I simply ask for a committee to 
whom shall be referred all resolutions of 
that character, who can report to this body 
what books are necessary for this Con- 
vention. I have no objection to printing 
this book of Constitutions, but I presume 
that there are also other things that will 
have to he printed. 

Mr. HENRY W. SMITH. The Conven- 
tion is certainly as competent to decide 
the simple question proposed by this 
resolution as any committee and more so. 

Mr. HANNA. Mr. President : I move to 
refer the resolution and amendment to 
the committee of fifteen. My reason for 
making that motion is that this commit- 
tee, appointed yesterday, will, no doubt, 
report the rules and regulations to govern 
this Convention. One of these standing 
committees may or may not be a commit- 
tee on printing. Now, I submit that if 
such a committee should be appointed, 
all such resolutions as this should be re- 
ferred to that committee on printing to ex- 
amine and report upon the expediency of 
the printing propbsed by such resolutions. 
I submit that we should not be in haste 
in this respect, and that this resolution 
providing for the appintment of a special 
committee on printing would be more ap- 
propriately referred to this standing com- 
mittee on printing. I therefore make 
this motion to refer this resolution, for the 
present, to this committee appointed yes- 
terday. 

CONSTITTJTIONAL CONVXNTION. 
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Mr. WHERRY. I think the gentleman 
misapprehends what the duties of the 
printing committee will be. Certainly 
they will not be to decide what books 
should be printed, but only to execute 
the orders of this Convention in the mat- 
ter of printing. 

Mr. STANTON. I move that the whole 
matter be postponed for the present. I 
make that motion becausethere isalready 
before the Convention a proposition to 
appoint a committee on printing, and, if 
adopted, the resolution will be referred to 
that committee. 

The motion of Mr. Stanton was agreed 
to. 

AUDITOR GENERAL’S REPORTS. 

Mr. RUSSELL offered the following reso- 
lution, which was twice read : 

Resolved, That the Auditor General be 
requested to furnish the Convention a 
statement showing the amountof revenue 
received into the Treasury of the Com- 
monwealth during the years ending,re- 
spectively, on the 3Othof November, 1870, 
and 1871, specifying the sources from 
which said revenue was derived; the 
same to be furnished as soon as his state- 
ments can be prepared. 

Mr. DARLINGTON. Is not that informa- 
tion to be found in the printed reports of 
the Auditor General? 

Mr. MACVEAQH. I think every particle 
of it. I think it would certainly be wise 
if the gentleman before offering this reso- 
lution would investigate the books al- 
ready published at the expense of the 
State. If this information is not there 
fully and in detail, then we ought to have 
it. But as these reports, to be of any use, 
will require to be printed when they come 
in, it looks to me as though we are in dan- 
ger of duplicating the printing already 
done at the expense of the Commonwealth. 
If that is not so of course we ought to 
have it. I am very’strongly of the opin- 
ion that if we pass this resolution this 
morning, and it is carried into effect, it 
will only result in copying and re-print- 
ing certain portions of the Auditor Gen- 
eral’s reports. I think it is not asking too 
much that the gentleman take the trouble 
to ascertain whether the information is 
not already given, and in as full detail as 
it can be done. If it is, it is certainly un- 
desirable to pass this resolution, which 
will require a very considerable expendi- 
ture in printing alone. I am very sure 
that the gentleman from Chester (Mr. 
Darlington) is correct. But I will not ob- 

ject ; we may both be in error. I think, 
however, he is correct in stating that 
everything asked for in this resolution, 
and I think I am correct in stating that 
everything asked for in the former reso- 
tution Is contained in the amplest detail 
in the printed reports. Therefore, it 
would be best to ask for copies of those 
reports so as to avoid duplicating them. 

Mr. WHERRY moved to amend the reso- 
lution so that it would read as follows : 

“ Resolved, That the Auditor General be 
requested to furnish each member of this 
Convention one copy of each of his an- 
nual reports for the years 1871 and 1872.” 

Mr. RUSSELL. I will accept the amend- 
ment. It is absolutely necessary we 
should have this information. I am will- 
ing that my resolution shall go in at the 
end of this one as a proviso, in case the 
information cannot be obtained from the 
printed reports. 

Mr. STANTON. If the Auditor General 
has the information already printed he 
can send it into the House. If he has not, 
it is necessary to print it. I can see no 
objection to passing the resolution if he 
has it already printed. 

Mr. LILLY. There are several reports 
of the Auditor General, and we should 
designate what report. It is suggested 
that the financial report be designated. 

Mr. RUSSELL accepted the modification 
proposed. 

Mr. MACVEAOH. I desire to state for 
the information of the Convention- 

The PRESIDENT. Has the modification 
been accepted ? 

Mr. MACVEAOH. It has been accepted 
by the mover of the resolution. 

The report for this year, I infer, has not 
been printed. The year ends on the 30th 
of November, and therefore it will not be 
printed until about the middle of Decem- 
ber. I did not think of that at the time. 
But it does seem to me that the present 
postponement of this matter, and its re- 
ference to some committee, in order to 
prevent the multiplioity of books, is very 
desirable. The resolution, if it passes the 
House in its present form, will require a 
copy of these voluminous reports for each 
member. I do not suppose that many 
copies are in existence. $At least I trust 
not, for it would show a great waste if 
there were. But it does seem to me that 
half a dozen or a dozen copies could be 
gathered up and placed in a room for the 
use of members, which would answer 
every purpose, instead of printing this 
very considerable and expensive book. 
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If there is a committee to take into con- 
sideration the statistical information re- 
quired by the Convention, that commit- 
tee could report upon this subject, so that 
we could undersband it more intelli- 
gently, I think, than we do now. 

Mr. ANDREW REED. I move that the 
further consideration of the whole matter 
be postponed for the present. 

The motion of Mr. Reed was agreed to. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STANDINQ 
COMMITTEES AND RULES. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President: 1 am in- 
structed by the committee of fifteen, to 
whom was referred the resolution of yes- 
terday, instructing them to report to the 
Convention what standing committees 
should be formed, and also what rules for 
the government of this body, to make a 
partial report. And in making that par- 
tial report I will say that the committee 
met yesterday afternoon at half-past four 
o’clock, and with the exception of an in- 
termission of half an hour, remained in 
continuous session until eleven o’clock last 
night, and met at nine o’clock this morn- 
ing, and remained in session until this 
time. I now submit a report, signed by 
the majority, and a dissent, signed by 
some of the committee. 

The report was read as follows: 
To thhe Constitutional Conventiolz : 

The undersigned, committee appointed 
to report what standing committees 
should be appointed by and rules adopted 
for the government of the Convention, 
respectfully report : 

That the time allotted for theirdelibera- 
tions has been too short to enable them 
to digest and report at this time a body 
of rules for the government of the Con- 
vention. They therefore request further 
time to report such rules, and in order 
that the business of the Convention may 
not be delayed, they report that the fol- 
lowing standing Committees should be 
appointed, viz : 

1. One Committee, to consist of nine 
members, upon the Legislature. 

2. One Committee, to consist of eleven 
members, upon Legislation. 

3. One Committee, to consist of nine 
members, upon Executive Department, 
its Powers and Duties. 

4. One Committee, to consist of fifteen 
members, upon Judiciary, including al- 
dermen and justices of peace. 

5. One Committee, to oonsist of eleven 
members, upon Suffrage, Elections and 
Representation. 

6. One Committee, to consist of five 
members, upon Impeachment and Re- 
moval from Office. 

7. One Committee, to consist of nine 
members, upon Commissioners, Offices, 
Oath of Office, and Incompatibility of 
Ofice. 

8. One Committee, to consist of nine 
members. upon Education. 

9. One ‘Committee, to consist of nine 
members. upon Cities and City Charters. 

10. One’ Committee, to consist of nine 
members, upon Counties, Townships and 
Boroughs. 

11. One Committee, to consist of nine 
members, upon County, Townships and 
Borough Officers. 

12. One Committee, to consist of five 
members, upon Militia. 

13. One Committee, to consist of nine 
members, upon Public and Municipal 
Debts and Sinking Funds. 

14. One Committee, to consist of seven 
members, upon State Institutions and 
Buildings. 

15. One Committee, to consist of seven 
members, upon Religious and Charitable 
Corporations and Societies. 

16. One Committee, to consist of eleven 
members, upon Railroads and Foreign 
Corporations. 

17. One Committee, to consist of nine 
members, upon Private Corporations. 

18. One Committee, to consist of nine 
members, upon Declaration of Rights. 

19. One Committee, to consist of five 
members, upon Future Amendments. 

20. One Committee, to consist of nine 
members, upon Constitutional Sanction. 

21. One Committee, to consist of nine 
members, upon Schedule. 

22. One Committee, to consist of five 
members, upon Revision and Adjust- 
ments. 

23. One Committee, to consist of five 
members, upon Accounts and Expendi- 
tures of the Convention. 

24. One Committee, to consist of seven 
members, upon Printing and Binding of 
the Convention. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
(Signed) JAMES W. M. NEWLIN, 

WIM. DARLING-TON, 
W. H. ARMSTRONG, 
J. B. GUTHRIE, 
FRANKLIN B. GOWEN, 
GEO. W. WOODWARD, 
WM. HOPKINS, 
SAM’L A. PURVIANCE, 
JOHN S. MANN. 
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We, the undersigned, members of the 
committee appointed to report what stand- 
ing committees should be appointed by 
and rules adopted for the government of 
the Convention, concur in the said report 
so far as made, excepting as to theap- 
pointment of a Committee on the Declara- 
tion of Rights, from which action of the 
committee we respectfully dissent. 

(Signed) HARRY WHITE, 
D. KAINE, 
SILAS M. CLARK, 
J. 8. BLACK, 
WM. J. TURRELL, 
G. V. LAWRENCE. 

Mr. COCHRAN. I move that the report 
be adopted. 

The PRESIDENT. That motion is not in 
order. The report will be laid on the 
table. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President: I was 
also instructed, or requested-it came, 
rather, in the way of a suggestion-that if 
the committee could be allowed an hour, 
or a little longer time, it would be able to 
report a body of rules. It is for the Con- 
vention to say. 

The PRESIDENT put the motion on the 
question of granting leave to the com- 
mittee to sit during the session of the Con- 
vention, and it was agreed to. 

REPORTINU AND PRINTING. 

Agreeably to order, the Convention re- 
sumed the consideration of the resolution 
relating to the appointment of a commit- 
tee to consider the subject of reporting 
and printing, pending when the Conven- 
tion adjourned yesterday, the question 
being on agreeing to the amendment of 
Mr. Jno. Price Wetherill, and a motion 
having been made by Mr. Dallas to post- 
pone the further consideration of the reso- 
lution and amendment for the present. 

M~.DALLAS. Mr. President: My ob- 
ject in making the motion was, that the 
further consideration of the subject might 
be postponed until after the report of the 
committee of fifteen. I now modify the 
motion, that the further consideration of 
the same be postponed until after the full 
report of the committee of fifteen is 
made. 

Mr. JNO. PRICE WETHERILL. The 
amendment I offered yesterday can be so 
modified as to make it the duty of the 
standing Committee on Printing, when 
appointed, to receive proposals and open 
them and make awards. I hope the 
matter will ,not be postponed until the 

opportunity shall be given to make that 
amendment. 

Mr. BEEBE. Imovethattheresolution 
and amendment be referred to the oom- 
mittee of fifteen. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. I trust the gen- 
tleman who offered the motion to post- 
pone for the present will see the pro- 
priety of the motion made by the gentle- 
man from Venango (Mr. Beebe.) It oc- 
cum to me that this question ought to be 
met in a way to avoid confusion. The 
committee of fifteen have made a report 
as to the standing committees, and it oc- 
curs to me that the motion to refer this 
matter to the committee of fifteen would 
meet all the practical necessities of the 
case and avoid all confusion hereafter, 
unless it is contemplated to have a special 
committee, indepeudent of the standing 
committee reported by the committee of 
fifteen. I trust the motion to postpone 
will be withdrawn, and that the motion 
of my friend from Venango (Mr. Beebe) 
will prevail. 

The question being on the motion to 
postpone, it was carried, a division being 
called by a vote of fifty-flve in the affir- 
mative to twelve in the negative. 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President: I now 

move, for the purpose of bringing the mat- 
ter before the Convention, that the report 
of the committee of fifteen, presented to 
the Convention this morning, be adopted. 
The report is not in the form of a resolu- 
tion, and it is necessary, I suppose, to put 
it in the form of a motion, and that ques- 
tion will be divisible if any gentleman 
desires. 

Mr. SIMPSON. I presume it will be ne- 
cessary to take it from the table first. It 
was laid upon the table. 

The President put the question on pro- 
ceeding to the consideration of the report 
of the committee of Afteen, and it was 
agreed to. 

The report was read by the Clerk. 
Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President: I move 

that the report of the committee be adopt- 
ed, so that the committee, in pursuance of 
the order of the House, may be enabled to 
sit now and complete a rode ofrules. 

Mr. KAINE. I move toamendthemo- 
tton of the Chairman that the question be 
taken upon the adoption of the report on 
each committee separately. 

Mr. LILLY. The gentleman can reach 
his point by moving to strike out the 
majority report and insert the minority 
report. 
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Mr. MACVEAOH. I trust that this vote 
will be taken separately. This is one of the 
most important labors of the Convention, 
and I trust the gentleman’s motion will 
prevail. 

Mr. UOWEN. I do not understand the 
gentleman from Fayette (Mr. Kdne) to 
call for a vote upon every committee ? 

Mr. KAINE. Yes, sir; my motion was 
to amend the motion of the Chairman 
that the vote be taken upon the adoption 
of every committee. There is a misap 
prehension upon this subject of the ma- 
jority and the minority report. There is 
no minority report. A number of us do 
not agree with the majority upon the ain- 
gle solitary idea, that is the item of the 
declaration of righta. That subject is ex- 
cited from the jurisdiction of this Con- 
vention by the act of Assembly, under 
whioh we are eleoted, and some of us 
thought we had better not interfere with it, 
that we had no right to interfere with it, 
but some thought otherwise, and were not 
willing to submit to the aotion of the Leg- 
islature in declaring what shall not be 
considered by this Convention. This is 
not a minority report, for we concurred 
in everything else. Every other, provi- 
sion was adopted unanimously I believe. 

Mr. HOPEINB. I would suggest to my 
friend from Fayette (Mr. Kaine) that he 
simply call for a division of the question, 
and that the vote be taken upon all the 
committees recommended by the eom- 
mittee of fifteen, except the one to which 
he refers. 

Mr. KAINE. I will aocept that proposi- 
tion. 

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President- 
Mr. MANN. I rise to a point of order. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair is about to 

state that any gentleman has a right to 
call for a division of the question. If the 
gentleman from Fayette desires to call for 
a division of the question he has a right to 
do so. Auy other gentleman may call 
for a further division. The question is 
not debatable. 

Mr. MANN. I call for a division on each 
separate committtee. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is upon 
the first standing committee. 

Mr. MACVEAQH. Mr. President: Be- 
fore that vote is taken I should like 
the Convention to consider the desire- 
bleness of making a distinction which 
does not appear to me to be made in the 
report of the committee. There are oer- 
tain cardinal questions in the work of this 
Convention of very great importance to 

us that we solve them rightly, and to the 
people that we present themin a form 
likely to meet with their acceptance. 
Upon them intelligent men greatly differ. 
There are other questions involved in the 
m-construction of the fundamental law 
which are certainly of very secondary im- 
portance, and about whioh intelligent men 
are not known seriously to differ. What 
should be the relation of the judiciary to 
a free State? What should be the rela- 
tion of the State itself to the great mo- 
nopoliea of modem civilization? What 
are the best methods of representation to 
secure a just expression of the popular 
will oompatible with strengtb of govem- 
mentt These, and possibly one or two 
other matters of a similar character, cer- 
tainly what should be the limitationsupon 
the granting of special favors by legisla- 
tive action, and how best the lines may be 
drawn between the judgment of the courts 
and the judgment of legislative bodies in 
private controversies, and possibly other 
questions, are questions to-day of grave 
and pressing import for the people of 
Pennsylvania ; possibly bow for the State 
in its corporate capacity can wisely inter- 
fere in aid of labor in its unequal struggle 
with capital, and possibly, I repeat, other 
questions as well, that are now pressing 
upon the attention of all thoughtful men 
engaged in laying anew the bases of the 
organic law for large, industrious, thriv- 
ing communities like that of Pennsylva- 
nia. And there are other matters, such 
as the public buildings of the State, such 
as the officers for the administration of , 
counties and townships and boroughs, 
such as the best methods of avoiding in- 
compatibility of officers, such as provid- 
ing for amendments to the Constitution, 
and for the revision and adjustment of 
the different sections of this new Consti- 
tution we are about to frame, for the su- 
pervision of the accounts and expenses 
and printing and binding of the Conven- 
tion, which are certainly of quite second- 
ary importance, and about which intelli- 
gent men are not likely much to differ. 

Now the numbers of these committees 
seem to .me not to have been arranged 
with a reference to the greater distinction 
of subjects, and I trust that at least for a 
few of these great pivotal committees, 
upon whose work the success or failure of 
this Convention must depend, when ar- 
raigned at the bar of public opinion, I 
trust for these leading, cardinal questions, 
committees of not less than fifteen will 
be ordered by this Convention. I know 



46 DEBATES OF THE 

it is convenient to have a lesser number, of nine was recommended upon the Leg- 
but I also know, or at least I believe, that islature and a committee of eleven upon 
in the result it will have been found more the subject of Legislation. The distinotion 
convenient and more satisfactory to have drawn in the committee between these 
had a larger and fuller representation of two subjects is this : That the Committee 
the different views of the different set+ upon the Legislature shall have power to 
tions which are represented in the Con- report the number, the qualifications, the 
vention. I trust, therefore, that upon the manner of election, and all that goes to 
Legislative and upon the Executive, as make up the body that composes the Leg- 
upon the Judiciary and upon Suffrage, islature, and have nothing whatever to do 
Elections and Representation, at least, with the powers, restrictions or duties of 
and upon Railroads and Foreign Corpora- the members of the Legislature after they 
tions, we will have committees of fifteen have convened in General assembly. 
each. That subject was intended to be referred 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair has re- to the Committee upon Legislation, and 
ceived a motion to adopt the report of the it was supposed that that committee 
committee, and if no amendments are in would be charged with what is, I have no 
contemplation that might be done. But doubt, one of the most important objoo:q 
as amendments are oRered, the Chair is of this reform Convention, namely : The 
of the opinion that it should be put in the restriction of the powers of the Legisla- 
form of a resolution, and that may be re- turc ; that it should take off all questions 
duced to writing hereafter. of special or class legislation, every act 01 

Mr. NEWLIN. I offer that resolution. method of passing bills, every act or 
The PRESIDENT then stated the question method whereby the Legislature in Gen- 

to he on the amendment to the resolution era1 Assembly exercises its duties or per- 
to increase the standing committee on forms its functions. That was the dis- 
Legislation, now under consideration, to tinction drawn by the oommittee of fifteen, 
fifteen. and, I believn, unanimously agreed to 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President : I wish after a very full discussion. 
merely to remark, sir, that it is admitted Mr. MA~VEAQH. If I can obtain,unani- 
that the questions presented by the report mous consent, I desire to withdraw my 
of this committee are important, and that amendment. After theexplanationgiven, 
it is very difficult, nom the mere reading that is certainly a sufficiently large con,- 
of a report such as this, to understand its mittee on the subject of the election of 
esact scope, and the several particular the Legislature. 
paragraphs of it providing for the appoint- Consent was given, and the amend- 
ment of distinct committees. NOW, if I ment VVss withdrawn. 
understood the reading of the report in Mr. 1jAVID N. WHITE. Mr. President : 
the first instance, I understood the first Those two committees now spoken of- 
committee provided for was a committee the Committee ou Legislature and the 
on Legislation. If that be SO I would Committee on Legislation-&e Very ini- 
like to have the distinction between the portant oues. I had drawn LIP, with an 
two explained. I would like to vote un- idea to this subject, a Committee on the 
derstandingly, and I do not know what is Legislature, the number, the apportion- 
intended. by the distinction between a ment, the mode of election, term of office, 
Committee on the Legislature and a Corn- privileges, qualifications and compensa- 
mittee on Legislation. tion of the members of each House of the 

Mr. GOWEN. Mr. President : -4s one of General Assembly, the time of meeting, 
the members of that committee, and as I vacancies and of adjournment. This 
acted as secretary, and happen to have the would comprehend the number, which is 
schedule before me, I oan probably ex- a very important question. It would 
plain. The matters that we considered of comprehend, also, whether you hare 
the most importance we referred either to anuual or biennial sessions. It would 
Very large committees, or the subject also comprehend the mode of election, 
matter was divided and two separate corn- and the division of districts; and I hope 
mittees indicated to take charge of these this Convention will agree to a commit- 
sub-divisions. That was particularly the tee of at least fifteen on that subject. It 
case upon the subject of the Legislature. is one of the great subjects to come before 
It was conceived that that was one of the this body. For my part I disagree with 
most important subjects to come be- the report of the committee in regard to 
fore the Convention, and a committee the number of committees. I think the 
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number is entirely too large. I think it 
is likely there will be clashing between 
the committees. There are about ten or 
twelve important subjects, which com- 
prehend the whole Constitution. I would 
prefer to see them divided in that form, 
and have large committees, so there will 
be no clashing between these committees, 
each having a dist.inct subject, and have 
them carefully considered before they are 
brought into the Convention for debate. 
The second committee, which, if I may be 
allowed to refer to it-it is not now exact- 
ly before us-is on the powers of the Legis- 
lature-the limitation of the powers of the 
Legislature-and is one of the most im- 
portant committees that ean be raised in 
this Convention. It is one of the great 
subjects to come before this body, and I 
should be sorry to see any less number on 
that committee than fifteen. That, in- 
deed, is the great question that has called 
us together. I do not believe there would 
have been any Convention called but for 
the demand of the people of this State 
that there should be some limitation 
of the powers of the Legislature. No 
reform is so much needed, no question 
demands so careful consideration and so 
complete an interchange of sentiment, 
and I hope that committee, also, will be 
of the number of fifteen. I offer an 
amendment, that the Committee on Legis- 
lature shall be composed of fifteen mem- 
bers. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
The first division, providing for a com- 

mittee of nine members upon the Legis- 
lature, was agreed to. 

The second division was read as follows : 
“One Committee, to consist of eleven 

members, upon Legislation.” 
Mr. MACVEAOII. I now move to in- 

crease the number of that committee to 
fifteen, for the reason stated by Mr. Gow- 
en, that it embraces one of the most im- 
portant subjects to come before this Con- 
vention. 

Mr. DARLINCTON. If the gentlemen 
will look over that list and see that it re- 
quires about two hundred members to 
form these committees, I think they will 
be satisfied with the number that this re- 
port includes. 

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Mr. President: I 
hope this amendment will pass. I agree 
most heartily with the suggestion that 
this is one of the most important commit- 
tees we can have. It is one of the great 
objects which induced the people to call 
us here, and it is right that this subject 

should be fully considered in committee. 
I take it for granted that the labor of this 
Convention-the great labor of this Con- 

’ vention-will be in the committees. 
Every question presented should be so 
fully considered there, and so tho- 
roughly investigated that the report 
of the committee, when made, will com- 
mand the approval of this Convention; 
that they will feel assured the committee 
has given the subject full and due consid- 
eration and thorough investigation. It is 
right, therefore, that the committee should 
be large. The gentleman who last ad- 
dressed the House said that it should be 
remembered that such a number com- 
posed these committees. Why, sir, in the 
Convention of Illinois, oonsisting of but 
eighty-two members, there were three 
hundred and twelve on committees. Our 
number greatly exceeds theirs, and the 
gentleman stated that two hundred and 
twenty-four would be on committees, not 
so many by nearly a hundred as theirs. 
Gentlemen can well serve on more than 
one committee. Probably the chairman 
will have enough to do when he is ohair- 
man of one committee, but men of abili- 
ty can serve on more than one committee, 
and I hope that not only every member 
of the Convention will be upon a com- 
mittee, but tha.t the leading members, the 
well informed members, those who come 
with the experience of age and with 
minds well equipped, will be distributed 
throughout several of the committees, 
that they may be entitled to that weight 
which the report of every committee 
should when presented. I do most sin- 
cerely hope that this most important of 
all committees will be increased to fifteen. 

On the question, will the Convention 
agree to the amendment ? 

The yeas and nays were required by 
Mr. MacVeagh and Mr. M’Allister, and 
were as follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Ainep, Alricks, Andrews. Ad- 
dicks, Baer, Blaik, (York, j Bailey, (Hunt- 
ingdon,) Baily, (Perry,) Beebe, Black, 
(Greene,) Bowman, Dmdhead, Brown; 
Barclay, Curtin, Campbell, Corbett, Ca- 
rey, Carter, Church, Collins, Corson, Cron- 
miller, Curry, Dimmiok, Dodd, DeFranoe, 
Dunning, Edwards, Elliott, Ewing, Fell, 
Finney, Fulton, Gibson, Gilpin, Hall, Han- 
na, Hay, Hazzard, Hemphill, Heverin, 
Hopkins, Horton, Hunsicker, Lamberton, 
Lilly, Long, M’Allister, M’Claaan, M’Cul- 
loch, M’Murray, MacVeagh, Mann, Man- 
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tor, Minor, Riles, Purman, Palmer, H. W., 
Palmer, G. W., Patterson, (Allegheny,) 
Patterson, (Lanoaster,) Porter, Pughe, 
Reynolds, S. H., Read, (Philadelphia,) 
Reed, (Mifflin,) Rooke, Ross, Runk, Rus- 
sell, Sharpe, Smith, (Berks,) Smith, (Lan- 
caster,) Stanton, Stewart, Struthers, 
White, David N., Wetherill, (Philadel- 
phia,) Wherry, White, J. W. F., Worrell, 
Wright and Meredith, Preuidevzh-33. 

NAYS. 
Messrs. Armstrong, Bartholomew, Ba- 

ker, Bannan, Biddle, Boyd, Broomall, 
Cassidy, Clark, Cochran, Craig, Davis, 
Dallas, Darlington, Ellis, Freeze, Gowen, 
Guthrie, Howard, Kaine, Lawrence, Lan- 
dis, Lear, MacConnell, Metager, Mott, 
Xewlin, Parsons, Patton, Purviance, (Al- 
legheny,) Purviance, (Butler,) Reynolds, 
*James L., Smith, (Allegheny,) Simpson, 
Temple, Turrell, Van Reed, Walker, 
White (Indiana) and Wetherill (Schuyl- 
kill.)40. 

So the question was determined in the 
nffirmative. 

The second division, as amended, was 
then agreed to. 

The third division was read as follows : 
“One Committee, to consist of nine 

members, upon Executive Department, 
its Powers and Duties.” 

Mr. MACVEAOH. I should be glad to 
say, in order that gentlemen may under- 
stand I do not propose to annoy the Con- 
vention by constantly proposing amend- 
ments, that I have amendments only on 
the subjects of Legislature, the Execu- 
tive, the Judiciary and Suffrage, Elections 
and Representation, (because, as gentle- 
men will see, that involves one of the vital 
questions to come before the Convention,) 
Public and Private Debts and Corpora- 
tions, Domestic and Foreign. I simply 
state this as the view of my mind, and 
that gentlemen may not misunderstand 
and consider that I am annoying them 
with unnecessary amendments. But, in 
view of the fact that the present com- 
mittee embraces the entire relation of the 
Executive powers of the government, in- 
cluding the power of pardon and the re- 
mission of tines and forfeitures, I feel 
obliged to move that that committee be 
increased to fifteen. 

On the question, will the Convention 
agree to the amendment of Mr. Mac- 
Veagh 4 

A division was called, and the vote be- 
ing 50 in the affirmative and 51 in the 
negative, the amendment was not agreed 
to. 

The third division was then agreed to. 
The fourth division was read, as follows : 
“One Committee, to consist of fifteen 

members, upon Judiciary, including al- 
dermen and justices of the peace.” 

The division was agreed to. 
The fifth division was read as follows : 
“One Committee, to consist of eleven 

members, upon Suffrage, Elections and 
Representation.” 

Mr. MACVEAQE. Mr. President: I 
move to amend, by increasing the number 
to fifteen. I need not say that the public 
mind in very many countries, governed 
by representative governments, is now 
considering various problems suggested 
by thoughtful students of political sci- 
ence, to endeavor to decide upon the best 
method of securing popular representa- 
tion in deliberative bodies. I do trust the 
Convention will increase the number of 
this committee to fifteen ; it seems to me 
to be a committee of very great im- 
portance, and I hope that will be done. 

Mr. WHERRY offered an amendment to 
the amendment, providing that the com- 
mittee be limited to Elections and Sutl- 
rage, and that an additional committee 
of seven be created on the subject of 
Proportional Representation. 

Mr. WHERRY. I agree with my learned 
friend from Dauphin (Mr. MacVeagh) 
as to the importance of this subject. I 
believe this is the subject whiah lies at 
the basis of all prosperity in representa- 
tive governments. Gentlemen have said 
a great deal about the necessity of legis- 
lative reform, but I tell you that the peo- 
ple are demanding an electoral reform ; 
they are demanding reform in representa- 
tion; they are no longer willing to trust 
power to the will of the majority, unre- 
strained and undirected, and not modi- 
fied by that conservative power which is 
always in the minority. There is no sub- 
ject that has commanded the attention of 
the minds of the best men of the world 
so much during the past twenty years as 
this matter of reform in representation. 
It has received the attention of some of 
our best men in our own country, and has 
been deemed worthy the consideration 
of Constitutional conventions throughout 
the whole country, and in every case it 
has been referred to a special committee. 
I ask that you consider this matter care- 
fully, and give us a separate committee 
on this important subject. It is true that 
an increase in the number of the mem- 
bers of the committee might add power 
and weight to its deliberations, but the 



subject is large enough for a special rom- 
mittee, and I am sure there is work 
enough left for the other mmmittee. 

The amendment to the amendment ~a% 
not agreed to. 

The seventh division wpas read, as folv 
lows : 

On the question, will the Convention 
agree to the amendment of Mr. Mac- 
Veagh ? 

‘4 One Committee, to consist of nine 
members, upon Commissioners, Officers, 
Oath of Office and Incompatibility of 
Of&e.” 

The yeas and nays were required by 
Mr. MacVeagh and Mr. Beebe, and were 
as follow, vis : 

The division was agreed to. 
The eighth division was reed, as fol- 

lows : 
*‘One Committee, to oonsist of nine mem- 

hers, upon Education.” 

YEAS. 

Messrs. hiney, iiiricks, Andrews, Ad- 
dicks, Achenbach, Baer, Black, (York,) 
Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Baily, (Perry,) 
Barman, Beebe, Black, (Greene,) Bow- 
man, Brodhead, Brown, Barclay, Cartin, 
Chrey, Carter, Cassidy, C%chran, C’ollins, 
Corson, Cronmiller, C\trry, Dimmick, 
Dodd, De France, Dunning, Edwards, 
I%liott, Ewing, Fulton, Gilpin, Hall, 
Hanna, Haazard, Hemphill, Heverin, 
Horton, Hunsicker, Lawrence, Landis, 
Long, M’Allister, M’Camant, M’Clean, 
MacCounell, M’Culloch, M’Murray, Mar- 
Veagh, Metzger, Niles, Purman, Palmer, 
H. W., WImer, G. W., Patterson, (iille- 
gheny,) Patterson, (Lancaster:) Porter, 
Pughe, Reynolds, 9. H., Read, (Philadel- 
phia,) Reed, (MilEn,) Ross, Runk, Rus 

sell, Sharpe, Smith, (Berks,) Smith, 
(Lancaster,) Stanton, Stewart, Struthers, 
Temple, White, (Indiana,) White, David 
N., Wherry, White, J. W. F., Worrell 
and Meredith, Pre.si&nnl-7% 

The division was agreed to. 
The ninth division was read, as follows : 
“One Committee, toconsist of nine mcm- 

hem, upon Cities and City Charters+” 
The division was agreed to. 
The tenth division was read, as follows : 
‘*One Committee, to consist of nine 

members, upon Counties, 7Pownships and 
Boroughs.” 
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Mr. HAY moved to amend, by adding 
the words “and their officers.” 

Mr. HAY. I do not understand the nc- 
cessity for t,he creation of two cammittees 
upon these subjects, and I offer the 
amendment in order that the necessity 
for their appointment may be explained. 
It seems to me that the two subjects are 
so involved that there is no necessity for 
two committees to consider them, but that 
the same committee might consider the 
subjects of Counties, Townships and Bor- 
oughs and their Officers. 

SAYS. 

Messrs. Armstrong, Bartholomew, Bn- 
ker, Riddle, Boyd, Broomall, Campbell, 
Corbett, Church, Clark, Craig, Davis, Dal- 
las, Darlington, Ellis, Finney, Freeze, 
Gowen, Gibson, Gnthric, Hay, Hopkins, 
Howard, Ka.ine, Lambcrton, Lilly, Lear, 
Mann, Mantor, Minor, Mott, Newlin, Par- 
sqns, Patton, Purvianca, (Allegheny,) Pur- 
riance,(Butler,) Reynolds, Jas. L., Rooke, 
Smith, (Allegheny,) Simpson, Tnrrell, 
Walker, Woodward, Wetherill, (Phila- 
delphia,) Wetherill (Schuylkill) and 
Wright-#. 

So the question was determined in the 
affirmative. 

The division as amended was then agrcod 
to. 

Tho sixth division was read, as follow-s : 
“One Committee, to consist of five mem- 

bers, upon Impeachment and Removal 
from Office. 

The division was agreed to. 
4 

’ 

Mr. MANN. Mr. President: I suppose 
all of these committees are of very great 
importance, so that it is hardly worth 
while to ssy $0 of this one. But if gentle- 
men will recollect for a moment they 
will discover that the Committee on 
Counties, Townships and Boroughs will 
have enough t.o do without having this 
other subject referred to them. I think 
it is a great deal better to have two small 
committees than to have one large one. 
It seems to me that there is as much un- 
easiness and as much anxiety for some 
reform on this question of county and 
township officers as on any other one 
thing. It is a question of very great im- 
portance. Now the evils complained of 
are to be remedied, and a committee to 
which that subject is specially referred 
can better discharge that duty than if 
they have the other questions growing 
out of counties and townships themselves. 
For that reason I hope the sub-division 
will remain as the committee have left it. 
They gave this subject considerable at- 
tention, and I believe it was the unani- 
mous sentiment of the committee that 
this subject ought to be divided. 

--. 
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Mr.. C’LARK. dlthough a member of 
tho committee, I feel inclined to sustain 
this amendment. Whilst in the commit- 
tee I expressed that dcsiro, and I shall 
nom support the amendment, although X 
si.gned the report of the committee. It 
Yeems to me that the organization af 
townships, boroughs and counties, and 
the duties of the oficers, are so intimately 
blended that they would be better con- 
sidered by one committee. For that ma- 
HW I shall support the amendment, and 
think it reoommcnds itself’ to the consid- 
eration of the Convention. The commit- 
tee, it May be observed, consistsof nine 
persons, and I think that nine persons, 
taking the whole subject into considora- 
tion, would do more towards rccondling 
the present difEculties in the or&anization 
of townships and the duties of the of&em 
thalln if the subjects were considcrcd 
separately. 

I\fr. HARRY WHI!I?FL 3Ir. President : I 
was also a member of the committee, and 
in continuation of what my friend from 
Potter (Mr. &l&n) has sowell said, I will 
remind the Convention that almost every 
subject here is nearly cognate with the 
other. Bmv, of course, IA0 organization 
of boroughs and townships, and borough 
and township otBcers, are nearly allied, 
lmt certainly they are distinct subjects 
:md divisible. What is contomplatcd by 
t!le Committee on Counties and Boroughs 
is the organization of counties and bar- 
oughs, the defining of their boundaries 
and kindrcd subjects. That, youwill ob- 

serve, is entirely distinct and separate 
from the election of the different borough 
:md township officers. This distinction 
obtained in the committee, and that is the 
reason why two committees were sugge?+ 
ted. I hope it will so remain. 

Jir. CowEN. Mr. President : kfy own 
experience in Pennsylvania for the last 
tive or six years is that there is more ras 
l.:nity and absolute thievery among coun- 
ty-, borough and township officers t han the 
77nitecl stealings upon every other subject 
ill the State of Pennsylvania together. I 
speak now of certain counties in this State 
where the annual taxation is from seven 
t? eight per cent. on the valuation, and 
whore from two to three per cent. goes 
into the township and borough expenses, 
and the rest into the pockets of the offi- 
(ers. These borough and township oificers 
bxve the power of taxation. It is a power 
,of taxation which, of course, in a great 
c.:nany cases, in nearly all cases, is limited 
: to a certain per cent. Rut a Yystem is pre- 
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ralent in Pcm7sylvania by w,hich they in- 
variably lcvp the full amount of tax&ion, 
Then, without tho right to collect, they 
run t.hc township in debt to five or six 
timcY tllat amount, and then bring Yuitw 
against the township to have it collected, 
nntl pw3 ncta of the Legislature to allow 
them to do so. For the good government 
of the State of Pennsylvania I think it is 
ax important that the duties and powers 
of this body of officers should be as wall 
cleti~ml :und as carefully ~quardecb as those 
of the rKgiYl:tture. hnd I believe when 
this committee will have laid before it 
the vasi; nnrount of testimouy and docn- 
mentary evidence in order to show the 
state of afTairs in the CommrmwealtE1, the 
committee of nine on thesubject ofCoun- 
ty, TownYhihip and Borough Ofbcers mill 
1ral.e as much to do as any other commit- 
tee rec:7mrnmcIed for adoption. 

III-. 1\fAC~‘EA(IH. >%r. President: I. 
ronfess I h:t\‘e heard no reaYon wBy one 
committee is not able to dispose of this 
matter satisfactorily, having the entire 
subject of Counties, Townships and Bor- 
oughs before them ; it, is not a subject of 
magniticcnt proportions, it 9eems to me, 
why thry would not be better able to pro- 
vide for it, even from the gentlernan’s 
own rstand-point, than two committees ; 
one endeavoring to determine what offi- 
CEI’S should be appointed, and the otherto 
determine the limitation of the duties of 
olilcers when appointed. It seems to me 
that work is work to bo done by one oom- 
mittcc. 

Mr. RLa3. It seems to me very lnain, 
for it is conceded that one subject referred 
to iY of very great importance, that the 
other one of how many counties shall be 
formed, how many new counties, how 
many new townships and boroughs, is of 
importance enough to be referred to a 
committ~ee. This matter of creating new 
counties has heretofore created great ex- 
citement. For years a single efibrt has 
been bcforc the Lcgidature to ereato a 
new comity. I can rcmemher, in one or 
twc7 instances, where a single effort to cre- 
ate a now county has been before the I;eg- 
iYlatum year after year, and has created, 1 
think, great demoralization in that com- 
muniLy. ~17~1 I do think that question is 
of vast importance to the welfare of the 
people of Pennsylvania. IIow many now 
corrntics are to !7e formed ? On what con- 
ditions? Iiow many new townships are 
to bc formed, and on what conditions? 
Why I cannot see how it is possible that 
any mcmherof this Convention can doubt 
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the importanceof this question. The other 
one that we have discussed, as to officers, 
is equally important. If you are to con- 
solidate these two committees I would 
have no objection if you do not consoli- 
date the whole of them. I can see as 
much reason for consolidating any of the 
other committees as these two. 1 hope, 
therefore, the amendment will not prevail 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. Presidont: I think 
both these committees are exceedingly 
important. The Committee on Counties, 
Townships and Boroughs embraces the 
formation of new counties, of new town- 
ships and of new boroughs. There is 
nothing upon the statute books of Penn- 
sylvania that is more confusing at this 
day than the laws upon the subject of the 
organization of boroughs, and there is 
nothing scarcely that is giving the courts 
more trouble and more difficulty. It is a 
matter of very serious importance, and 
certainly worthy the consideration of a 
committee of itself, while the subject of 
county, township and borough officers is 
of more importance to the people than 
any other single question that will come 
before this Convention. Various proposi- 
tions have been madein regard to reform- 
ing the organization of the counties so far 
as the board of county commissioners is 
concerned. The same may be carried out 
in the townships, where everything be- 
gins. It seems to me proper’ that we 
should commence with the township ofll- 
cers in the townships, and with the bor- 
ough ofIicers in the boroughs. I hope the 
amendment will not prevail, but that both 
committees will be adopted as reported 
by the committee. 

Nr. TEMPLE. I would like to ask 
whether there is a separate oommittee for 
the county and city of Philadelphia, or 
whether this committee will apply to the 
whole State? 

Mr. NE~LIN. There is no separate com- 
mittee for the City of Philadelphia. There 
is one general Committee for Cities and 
City Charters. 

Mr. TEMPLE. Then I am in favor of the 
amendment. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
The division was then agreed to. 
The eleventh division was read, as fol- 

lows : 
‘~OneCommittee, toconsistof ninemem- 

hers, upon County, Township and Bor- 
ough Officers.” 

The division was agreed to. 
The twelfth division was read, as fol- 

lows : 

‘* One Committee, to consist of five mem- 
bers, upon Militia.” 

The division was agreed to. 
The thirteenth division was read, as fol- 

lows : 
‘; One Committee, to consist of ninemem- 

hers, upon Public and Municipal Debts ’ 
and Sinking Funds.” 

The division was agreed to, 
The fourteenth division was read, as 

follows : 
“One Committee, to consist of seven 

members, upon State Institutions and 
Buildings. 

The division was agreed to. 
The fifteenth division was read, as fol- 

lows : 
<‘One Committee, to consist of seven 

members, upon Religious and Charitable 
Corporations and Societies.” 

The.division was agreed to. 
The sixteenth division was read, as fol- 

lows : 
“One Committee, to consist of eleven 

members, upon Railroads and Foreign 
Corporat,ions.” 

Mr. BAER moved to amend, by striking 
out the word “eleven,” and inserting in 
lieu thereof the word ‘6 fifteen.” 

Mr. MACVEA~E moved to amend the 
amendment, by striking out the words 
.“ foreign corporations,” and inserting in 
lieu thereof the words “railroads and 
canals.” 

Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. President : I un- 
derstood that 6i foreign corporations” 
was put in for the purpose of including 
those railroad companies in other States 
who arc connected with those of this , 
State, and doing business in this State. 
Perhaps the words u foreign corpora- 
tions” are not well chosen as referring to 
that class, but it is a very important sub- 
ject, for you well know that we are sur- 
rounded by States whose corporations arc 
running their cars through our State and 
exercising their franchises in our Com- 
monwealth, and it is a subject which cer- 
tainly merits the attention ofthis Conven- 
tion. This word “ foreign” was in tended 
to reach that class of people. I do no: 
believe the word was well chosen, be- 
cause, strictly speaking, they are not for- 
eign ; they are domestic in a national 
sense, but foreign in a State sense. I 
hope my friend will not insist upon strik- 
ing it out. 

Jir. MACVEAGH. Mr. President: 7 
don’t see the necessity of the language a: 
all. A Committee on Railroads certainly 
includes all railroads that have the righ: 
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of passa,gt? through this State. The cutiro 
subject of railroads is ombra~~l, :lnd the 
hrnguage is not limited. I :I:LV~ no ob- 
j&ion to adding any words Judec! Wor~l- 
xnrd may suggest. 1 think t11:: wortl 

. “ railroads ” comprehends cverrrhing. 
The whole is greater than anv of i& parts. 

Mr. W~OD~ARD. There n;ight be some 
doubt about the meaning of the ctommit- 
tee unless the word 6‘ foreign” be in- 
sorted. 

Mr. GO~EN. Mr. President : I hope 
the House will not forget that there :WC a 
great number of other foreign corpora- 
tions besides railroads doing lmsinesa in 
this State, and it is ~cry important that 
some constitutional restriction sh~~uld 00 
imposed upon the Legislature, with rcxfer- 
encc to dealing with such bodies. (:cn- 
tlemen will bear in mint1 that them is a 
Committee on Private ~‘orporatitills, in 
addition to this one on Railroads and 
Foreign Corporations. Had there been 
no Committee on Railroads nntl Foreign 
Corporations, the Committee on Prinite 
Corporations would have had j urisdiction 
of all these subjects. First, it was sug- 
Rested that one large Committee on Pri- 
vate Corporations should take cogniznnce 
of all these subjects, but it ~asoonsidorecl 
that the cluestion of railroads and foreign 
corporations was of such importance that’ 
a special committee of eleven was sug- 
ges:cd. If we increase the duties of that 
committee, and add canalsand turnpikes, 
and matters of that kind, it will leave but 
little business for the Committee on Pri- 
vate Corporations to attend to. 

Mr. SINPS~X. Mr. President: It s~cms 
to mc it would be better to take the divi- 
sion of the vote upon the amendment of 
tllz gentleman from Dauphin (Mr. hlac- 
Vcagh.) Roilroads and canals are inti- 
inately blended and connected together 
in their business. There should be :I COIU- 

lllitteo eslxxially on railroads and canals. 
forcigu and domestic, and then let the 
xubjects of mining companios, turnpike 
c:m~punies, and so forth, go to the Private 
Corporations Committee, where they bo- 
long. That wonld simplify matters. 

The question was first taken on the 
amendment to increase the number of the 
c~mmittec to fifteen, which wasagreed to. 

Mr. n!rACvEAOH then modified his 
:~~tlendmcnt s3 as to read 6’ railroads and 
c.~:~als, foreign and domestic,” which was 

:~;I.Jz~ to, and the division as amended 
was agreed to. 

The seventeenth division was read, 3s 
fJllOWv; : 

“One Committee, consisting of nine 
members, upon Private Corporations.” 

Xr. I\L~~~\rExin moved to amend, I,>- 
striking out the word *&ninc!,” and insert- 
ing in lieu thereof the word *‘ fifteen,” and 
to add afxr the word “rorporations” the 
words “foreign and domestic, except rail- 
roads and canals, and religious and char- 
itable corporations.” 

Mr. NE~LIN. Nr. President : I desire 
to say :I single word at this time. It is 
usu:rI for the chairman of a committee 
having charge of a report from t,bat com- 
mittee to anslver the variousobjections in 
part that arc made against the report. I 
hare refrainecl so far from troubling the 
House with any remarks upon this sub- 
Bert as far a’sdeveloped, for the reason that 
the very sensible and apparent mason 
given by the gentleman from C’hcster (Xr. 
Ikrrlington) applies to nearly all tbc 
atnendlnentk which have been adopted, 
nx~lely : That as the report wasoriginally 
111:rdc it would require? over two hundred 
committee men, and therefore 3 number 
of gontlemeu woulcl have to serve on two 
or more committees. As the House has 
from time to time incrcascd tlyAt number 
the objection increases with it ; and it was 
\-my carefully considered inthecommittee 
andalmost urlaililnonslyagreod.t~itl fact, 
I understood atthe time quite unanimous- 
ly agreed to-that the committees were as 
large as it was safe to make them ; that is 
to say, if a gentleman was on one, two, 
three or four committees he would be apt 
to give his divided attention to them, and 
in that manner the advantage of his 
thonght upon any one specified subject 
would he lost to the (‘onvention. That 

objection, it seems to me, applies to all 
these amendments, and particularly to 
this enc. 

nrrt. T. H. 1:. PATTERSON moved to 
amend the amendmcut, by adding the 
words “ and taxation.” 

Mr. JZACVE.~GH. I hop3 that amend- 
ment will not bc adopted, unless some 
light can be thrown upon it. The subject 
does not seem to me to be germane. 

The amendment to the amendment was 
uot agreed to. 

The amendment offered bp Mr. MW 
Yeagh was t,hen agreed to, and the divi- 
sion as amended was agreed to. 

The eighteenth division was read, as 
follows : 

‘i One Committee, to consist of nine 
members, upon Declaration of Rights.” 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. President : On 
this question, in comlection with some 
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members of the committee, I dissented 
from the report of the majority of the 
committee for this reassn: In the act of 
the Lagislaturc calliug this Convention 
together, in section four, you will observe 
the following provision : 

6‘ And provided jurther, That nothing 
herein contained shall authorize the said 
Convention to change the language, or to 
alter in any manner the several provisions 
of the ninth article of the present Con- 
stitution, commonly known as the Decle- 
ration of Rights, but the same shall be 
exempted from the powers given to said 
(jonvention, and shall be and remain in- 
violate forever.” 

Right here, Mr. President,, I will remark 
that I will not enter into controversy with 
any gentleman as to the fact whether, if 
this Convention does take upon itself the 
duty of changing that Declaration of 
Rights, and submits that change to the 
peopleand the people endorse that change, 
but what that would be a proper change 
of the Constitution. I will not enter into 
any controversy on that subject whatever. 
I will say, however, that inasmuch as the 
UC: of Assembly culling this Convention 
specifies cnrtain things, and prohibits cer- 
tain things, this among the others, it isim- 
proper for this Convention to disregard 
this act of Assembly and iriterfere with 
this provisiou thus excepted. I will re-, 
mark, furthermore, and it is not bad 
taste to say, that I was a member of the 
Legislature wticb passed this ac: of As- 
sembly. Well do I remember the occa- 
sion when this particular amendment was 
offered. Not a dissenting vote was given 
against this probision. Well do I remem- 
ber the a&ion of the ommittee of c:)nfer- 
eucc upon this subjec:. No question was 
raised about the propriety of this provi- 
sion. The people have elec:cd their dele- 
gates with reference to this provision in 
this ac:, and I for one feel bound to obey 
thz dire&ions of the ac: of Assembly, and 
am opposed to committing ourselves by 
Ihe appointment of a Committee on the 
De&&ion Rights, in disregard of this 
feature of the ac: of Assembly. This is 
the reason for my dissent. 

JLr. ELLIS. Mr. President: The power 
which has invoked this Convention began, 
I believe, with the Legislature. The act 
was passed in the session of 1871, submit- 
ting the question to a vote of the people, 
whethcra Convention shouldassemble for 
the purpose for which we are here sssen!- 
bled. If this provision now mentioned 
harl been ixlacrted in the original a&, and 

the people by their votes had ratified this 
provision, I t.ake it that it would have 
been bimling upon the Convention. At 
lea.st it would be a matter that would 
commend itself to our serious considera- 
tion as to whether we should consider it’at 
all or not. But w-hen the Legislature 
passed an act submitting the question to 
the people whether the Convention should 
assemble or not for the purpose of amend- 
ing the Constitution of the State, and that 
question was submitted to the people, tho 
only remaining business for the Lcgisla- 
ti~re to do was to provide the means neces- 
sary for the assembling and organieation 
of this Convention. Look at it. If the 
Legislature had the power to say, “you 
shall not touch t)he article upon the Dc- 
olaration of Rights,” the Legislature had 
the power to say, “you shall not touch 
the judiciary article.” If they had the 
power to say, ‘6 vou shall not touch thes-, 
two articles,” they had power to say, 
“you shall not touch but one article of 
the Constitution,” and thus nullify the 
formal judgment of the people. 

I regard the expressed opinion of the 
Legislature with very great respect. Tho 
Rill of Rightswas a matter of slow growth; 
it had itsorigin in times of trouble in other 
countries ; it is a matter of mature and 
gradual growth, and as it now stands it is 
a matter of great veneration. I think 
there can be no intention to place irreve- 
rent hands upon tho Bill of Rights, as it 
stands in our Constitution; but as wo ad- 
vance may it not’ bs possible, in this cen- 
tury, that there have bcon other matters 
disc3vcred that may ho added to this De- 
&ration of Rights? And, if so discovered, 
certainly I think it would be our duty to 
c:msider them &d add them. I say, onrs 
for all, the Lcgislatnre has no power tr) 
bind this Ccinvention to not oDnsider any 
article. But in the appointment of this 
committee it does not positively commit 
this Convention to any alteration of the 
Bill of Rights. I am therefore most, posi- 
tively in favor of the appointment of a 
c~rnmittee, and most positively do I as- 
sert and maintain, at all times, that the 
Legislature has no power to circumscribe 
the power; of this Convention. The Leg- 
islature to assemble in January next have 
just as much power to circumscribe our 
duties, and define them, as the last Legis- 
lature. I say they have no power at all to 
interfere with our duties; we are answera- 
ble only to the people who sent us here, 
and our work is to be submitted to them, 
and to no other tribunal. 

. 
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Mr. n. W. PATTEESON. Mr. President: 
I n~erely wish to state that if this (‘on- 
vention authorizes this committee, and I 
should be a member of that committee, 
I would vote, through my vcncration of 
that Bill of Rights, to rcpOrt back to this 
(‘onvention that it was inexpedient to al- 
tcr one word of it. Those are my present 
sentiments. But I hope this committee 
will be appointed, notwithstanding, in Or- 
der that this Convention may asscrt its 
sovereign rights. I do not belicvo that 
the Legislature of this State can legiti- 
nlately, constitutionally, or in any way, 
c*ircumscribe the action of this Convcn- 
tion. I believe that is the very gon- 
era1 opinion of this Convention, and fOr 
that reason only do I Gish t,o lay these 
gentle ,hnnds upon it, and appoint a corn-- 
lllittec upon that suhjcct, and for that rca- 
son alone will I vote for this goimnittce. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President: It seems 
h\- the report of the committee of fifteen, 
which was laid upon the table this morn- 
ing, that I am one of the rncrnhcrs who 
tlissented from that portion of tile report 
appointing a committee upon the Bill of 
Rights. It has bccn said hero in this dc- 
bate that the Legislature had no power to 
wntml the action of this Convention ; 
thnt thisConvention, having been ordered 
by a vote of the people, its pO”er over the 
c’onstitution is unlimited aud beyond OOn- 
trol, except by a vote of the pcoplc ul~m 
the subsequent ratification of the mnend- 
ments we make for their cOnsider:Aon. 
I approhcnd that is a mistake. The act 
of ALsscmbly, which was p~~sszcl in 1S72, 
regulating the election Of momlwsof this 
Convention, and providing their duties, I 
think did mom than one thing that they 
mere not authorized to do lay thr Original 
act of the Legislature which authorized 
the call of a Convention. XOn-, sir, the 
act of 1871,which I hold in my hand-“An 
act to authoriTA a popular vote upg’n the! 
question of c:rlling a Convention to amend 
the Constitution of P~llIis?llv:rtiia”-thnt 
is the foundAion Of the authority of this 
Convention over the Constitution. I ~CXI 
a portion of the first section : 

“That the question of calling a Conven- 
tion to amend the Cons:itution of this 
Commonwealth be submitted to a vote Of 
the pcol~lo at the general cluction to bc 
held on the second Tncs.&y of October 
11ext.” 

It was to bc a Conrention f0r the pnr- 
pose of pr0pOsing amendments to the 
Constitution, and not a Couvontion of uu- 
limited pow-cm. This, I take it, under 

. 

that act of As..emblp, is a Convention of 
limited powers, only authorized to pro- 
pose amendments to the Constitution, 
and not to make a new Constitution, as is 
lworided in the act of li3Z If that be the 
CNSC, then the ~&‘islature had the right to 
limit the action of this Corlvention in rc- 
gard to the alncndrrlents to the Constitu- 
tion; they had a right to except from our 
wnsideration the Bill of Rights, And, bc- 
Iieving as I did upon that subject, 1 
entered my dissent fawn the majority of 
the committee in reporting n resolution 
that a committee be appointed upon th0 
sul,jcrt of the Dcclnration of Rights. I 
hope it will be voted clown. 

Mr. R~zlrsos. Mr. Presidcut: I iu)~ 
not willing, SO far a9 I am concerned, that 
thorc shall be a cross tnkcn from a 3,” or 
a dot removed frolu an “i,” in the l)wl:~- 
ration of the Bill of Rights, as it now 
stands in our Constitution. But when X 
reflect that this Convention is called into 
being by 3 vote of tho citizens of this 
ColnmoI~n-e;~ltl~ , and that ~2 rcprcscut 
tlrow citizens and the pcoplc of this 
Coirm~onrve;~lth here upOn this floor, nntl 
in Convention assculblccl, I clcuy tllo 
right of the Legislature, eciually tlm (TWL- 
turc of the lw3011lc with onrselws, to 
attempt to limit this Vonvcntiou in an;\ 
way fro111 doing what they xx2 proper for 

*thu interest and wolfarc of tdlose wz reprc- 
sent. This Clotlvention wai; nuthorimcl, 
not iw an act of ALsncudd.ly, but lq the 
will oi: the people of this Cornmonwcalth, 
espresscd at the ballot box, in which 
they dccl2~1~1 their desim to bare a Con- 
vention to amend and revise the Constitu-. 
tion, or prcscnt an cntirc new one, anti 
when that was determined, it remained, 
sinlply for the Legislature to doterminc 
where, and when, and how the dclcgatcs 
should he elected to represent the 1~01~1~ 
in this Convention, and thQ was their 
Yale and only duty. They hnd no right 
to restrict the sovereign power of Or:> 
people thus conferret upon them by the 
Constitution itself. You annot find iti 
that instrument any authtirity conforretf 
upon the Legislature tnatterllgt to control. 
the a&ion of a. Convention wllcd by the 
lwople to represent them up0n zmy mat- 
ter in ~~hich they may have an i titerest. 
E’or thnt reason alonc I shall vote ii,r the 
appointment of this cornniittec, trustinK 
tllnt the Conventiouwill regard the wishes 
Of the pe0plo by leaving the Bill of Rights 
sttmd as it does ; but I shall v-ate that way 
for the purpose of as.wrting the right of 
this Convention to reproscnt the lw?ople of 



Pennsylvania untrammellcd by any re- 
strictions‘imposed upon them by the L0g- 
islature. 

Mr. Donn. Mr. President: There is 
another view of the question that I wnu1-I 
submit briefly to the Convention. sup- 
pose the Legislature have the right they 
have claimed, what is to prevent the ap- 
Pointment of this committee ? This 
amendment would simply prohihit us 
from changing t.he language or altering in 
any manner the present provisions of the 
ninth article of the Constitution. I do 
not believe that this Convention desires 
to change it ; but it may be that they de- 
sire to add something; but that is not 
probable, and a committee should be np- 
pointed for that pnrpose if for no other. 

Mr. J. 8. BLACK. Mr. President : Xo- 
txdy in this Convention seems to desire 
to make any alteration whatever in any 
part of the ninth article, but to leave it 
precisely as it is. We are all willing to 
make the government of the State as elIi- 
cient as we can, consistently with the 
liberties of the people. K-0 one desires to 
go any further ; but a committee is pro- 
posed to take into consideration the 1511 of 
Rights, simply as an assertion, and the 
objjcct is avowed as an assertion of the 
right of this Convention to do what they 
please, ineonslstently with the act of As- 
sembly under which we are organized 
and elected. On the other hand, there 
are those in the Convention who believe 
that the power to amend and alter the 
government of a State must be in accord- 
:cnce with the rules that are laid down for 
that purpose by the existing government; 
that although there be a majority of the 
people in bvbr of a change, of an altera- 
tion which may consist of taking away 
the fundamental rights of the minority, 
they cannot do it except in the way as 
prescribed by existing law passed under 
nnd in pursuance of the Constitution 
which is now in force ; that is, those *co- 
ple who are the majority cannot just go 
to work and count themselves, and say : 
“We are so many thousands and so many 
hundreds, and YOLI are so many less than 
we are, and therefore we are going to 
change the government altogether and 
take away from you the rights that the 
government has established for the pur- 
pose of protecting and securing you.” I 
therefore believe that the Legislature, 
when it delegated its power-(if this 
power had not been delegated by the 
Legislature we would not have had it, 
and all delegated power must be accepted 

by the grantee upon the terms and with 
the limitations which are expressed in 
the grant)-and that when the Legisla- 
ture declared that w-e should be a Con- 
vention for the purpose of considering not 
the whole Constitution, but a certain part 
of it only, tho power was withheld front 
us to consider anything elso. They had 
the right to mark out the lint of our 
power. This principle was asserted in 
Rhode Island on the one side, and a ma- 

jority of the people, nevertheless, stampr- 
ded and ran across it and disregarded it, 
and the consequence was civil war. It 
was disregarded by two parties in Kansas, 
each of them claiming to be the majority, 
each of them acting sepa.rately, one sitting 
in one part of the State and the other sit- 
ting in another part of the State, and the 
consequence was a conflict which estend- 
ed all over the Union. Any man who 
will read Mr. Webster’s nrgumcnt will 
understand not only that this is the sound 
principle in theory, but that any trans- 
gression of it will lead to serious conse- 
quences. I do not say that I have rerg 
much hope that this view of the case wil! 
be adopted by the Convention, because it 
concerns a question of our own power, 
and it is human nature that whenever w0 
get power into our hands we hold on to it 
with as tight a grip as we can. But I 
submit to members of the Convention 
whether wc arc not taking a little too 
much upon ourselves when we say we are 
omnipotent, and can do with this Consti- 
tution just as we please, without any re- 
ference to the law which delegated this I 
power to us. 

Mr. AIZXSTR~N~~.. Mr. President : I ap- 
prehend that the discussion upon this 
subject has taken a wider range than the 
question which is now before the House. 
The question which we are eonsidering is 
whether a committee shall be appointed. 
It by no means involves the question 
whether that committee shall change the 
Bill of Rights, or whether, if they should 
recommend it, this Convention would 
adopt their suggestion ; but the very dc- 
bate which has already been had upontho 
question suflieiently indicates that there 
is a wide diversity of opinion upon this 
subject. When the various matters sug- 
:csted, and resolutions or amendments 
which may or may not be submitted t,) 
his House, have one0 come into its CM- ’ 
*ody, what shall be done with them? IS 
.here any other committee to which such 
,esolutions should be referred ? None, I 
.pprehend. Then we would hnvc sug- 
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g&ions made by respectable gentlemen 
upon this floor, entertaining opinions 
which they havea right to entertain, and 
110 proper committoeto which they multi 
be referred. 

Sow it seems to mc that no qx3tlernan 
npn this floor is committed to any opin- 
ion wvhatover upon the main quest& hy 
voting to constituteacornlnitt~mhashall 
take into respectful consii[ention what- 

. ever sugg&ions memhors upon this fiour 
may entertain upn that yne&ian ; but, if 
it had reached legitimately to a widerdis 
cession at this time, and int-oh-cd tho 
question whdhcrthe I;egidature could or 
could not limit thep3weew of thi&onven- 
tion, I alqnhend that still the Lnmmittee 
ought to be appointed. My friend from 
York @lr. Hack) suggests that w-e 
should borrow the ordinary mode pre- 
xx-i&d by the Cononditution itsIf. Sow 
the Constitut~ion of Pennsylvania pre- 
wribesno mod0 in which tiac oqmgmic law 
tnn be rhanged, save only that the Lcgis- 
leture, by two suctclcssive sessions, and by 
tltc approval of the people by a subs+ 
fluent vote, map suggest amcndmcnts, 
which, being adopted, shall become a 
part of the Constitution. Rut thorn is an- 
other mode of changing the fundamental 
13w% and it is when the~plc have cleter- 
mined to submit tbcirentil-c Condi tution, 
in whole or in part, to the judgment of a 
(:onvention cz~lled as thishas been ~tllcti. 
If it ?x legitimate for the Legislature to 

limit the poxer of the Convention, and 
sap that it shall not deal with the entire 
clue&ion, it wonld be in the power of a 
con-urpt Legi&ature to withhold the most 
fundamental questions of amendment 
finm consideration hy the Convention. I 
apprehend that no such power exists, and 
itiswcll known that theact wl~ch author- 
ized the Cunwmtion of 1590 had an ex- 
prena provision by which the WO~JE of that 
(:onvention was to be submitted to the 
people for their a.ppxxal, and yet the 
work of that Convention never was sub- 
mitted to the peopJe, and the Suprcme 
court held, many yeam since, that it be- 
came the Constitution of the State of 
Pennsylvania by theaduf the Convention 
alone, and without the mtification of the 
peoph. Now if the Supreme Court of 
our own State has already pnxouneed 
that the Legislature which authorized the 
(‘onrention of li90 had no Irower to limit 
the powers of that Convention, and that 
tlccision st,lIids still as the authoritative 
cspression of the highest courts of this 
State. If that stands as the construction 

And more than that. By the appoint- 
ment of this committee w-e do no violence 
to the expremd terms of the :ILF undor- 
which we assemble. It ispm\idetk in the- 
fourth section of that act “that nothinp 
lacmin kQntained shall authorize the sxitl: 
(‘oixention to dmmge the Iaqua@, or ttr 
alter in any nx3nncr the soveral provi- 
siom4 of the ninth nrtielc of the prcsent 
(Onstitution, Lnrnmonly k.no~l as the 
Dcclamtion of Hights” 

Sow, sir, suppose wo admit that there 
ix a limitation imposed which shnE1 prc- 
vent ouraltemt~on, inlettcror othei-wis~, 
ofany pi-t of the Bill of ~igl~t,tsestal~lisl~etE 
there? Are the gentlemen of this C’on- 
vcntion prcpamd to say that there are no 
other rights to be reqmized as the long 
hope of year% which it would not Ire light 
and proper for this Convention to insert 
as an *addition lo the Bill ofIGghts, not h) 
limitation of that which alrendp exists. 
but by adding that which the espericncr 
of the State for years might rquirc us to 
put into such a hill, as au additional sc- 
curity of the lihcrtie+ of tfm pcoplo? 

Sow, Mr. F’residont, without detaining 
the C:)nvention with :L discussion at 
length, I Lwe lenvc simply to rr~ll t0 
the minds of the Convention that the 
q.uestion upon which wo air now czxllcd 
to vote is simply wlrcther we shall pro- 
vide for a committee, which shall rc- 
specLfully receive and consider the sua- 
gestions of those upon this floor who h:hve 

suggestions to make. 
Mr. I~AILIJX~;TON. Xr. Pr&clent: I 

wish to ask the attcnti*n of the Convcn- 
tion for a single moment to espreulr my 
disapprobation of the idea thrown out by 
my friend Judge Black. This, sir, is a 
Convention of delegates, eleded by the 
people of Pennsylvania for the purpose of 
revising or considering whether them is 
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anything to revise in the Constitution. Is 
there any instance on record in this or 
any other State of the thing-a convention 
to revise and adjust a part of the Consti- 
tution 1 Was such an idcn ever heard of, 
thet a convention of the people, brought 
together under whatever forms of law or 
without the forms of law, to revise and 
consider the propriety of a change of their 
fundamental law, that they were or can 
be limited by any power to the considera- 
tion of any portion of the Constitution? I 
know of no such instance. It would bc a 
strange spectacle for a Legislature any- 
where to say to the people of Pennsylva- 
nia, or any other State, “you may asscm- 
ble a convention to revise such a portion 
of the Constitution, but you shall not 
touch such other portion.” A conren- 
tion, sir, in its very idea is a convention 
with ample powers to consider every 
question which it is proper to consider, or 
propose a new Constitution or amend the 
old, as in their judgment should seem 
right, and confined to no part of it. 
Whence, let me ask, did the Legislature 
derive the power to fix limits to the pow- 
crs of this Convention? Who instructed 
them to tell us that ‘(there are certain 
things which you shall not handle?” 
Where do they derive that power? It is cer- 
tainly not expressed. I suppose this body of 
gentlemen is composed of a large represen- 
tation of the legal profession, and, without 
meaning to include myself, embraces a 
large body of the best legal talent of the 
State. Suppose in our wisdom we should 
deem it best to establish or recommend 
the establishment of a court with a sepa- 
rate chancery jurisdiction, who is it that 
authorized the Legislature to say that we 
shall not do it? In doing that they fix 
the limits and the powers and funct.ions 
of the Convention. 

Again, if such power be granted to the 
Legislature-which I do not admit-a 
subsequent Legislature might remove 
such restriction. A Convention having 
been assembled under and subject to re- 
strictions by a past Legislature, certainly 
it would be within the power of the Legie- 
lature that is to come to remove those rc- 
strictions. Were they now in session 
they might claim the right to remove this 
restriction, and possibly claim the right 
to make others. It is for the purpose of 
settling this question as to the power on 
the part of the Legislature to limit the 
powers of the Convention that I ask that 
this question be considered here. I do 
not nowproposeanyamendment or altera- 
. 

tion or addition to the Bill of Rights ; but 
should it appear to the wisdom of this 
Convention proper to have other guards 
thrown arouud OLIN rights, it is not within 
the p3wcr of the Legislature to prevent it. 
Why should the Legislature assume tt) 
themselves to say that they have all tho 
wisdom that exists, and that t.hcy ran 
f%esee that it is impossible that any other 
rights are neoessnry to be defined, savi’ 
those that have been defined? Where 
did they get the information that nothing 
else could possibly be inserted inthat Bill 
of Rights? It is heresy, Mr. President, 
from first to last, toconccde,foraninstant, 
thni, tho Legislature that provided the 
machinery tocall togctherthisConvcntion 
have any power to impose terms upon its 
action. 

RZr. D. W. PATTERSOX. Mr. President : 
I would like to ask the honorable mcm- 
ber from Pork one question, in the way 
of oxplanation. I wuuld like to ask him 
whether he considers the Rhode Island 
case-the Dorr rebellion case-a parallel 
case to the one before us? I think that 
case arose in this way. The organic law 
of Rhode Island circumscribed suffrage, 
and in altering or making the now Consti- 
tution in a particular way they refused to 
act, and the people, without such action 
by the Legislature, undertook to make a 
Constitution, which the Supreme Court 
decided was not right, because not made 
in consistency with the organic law of the 
State. I merely wish to ask my friend if 
119 considers that a parallel case with ours 
now pending? 

Mr. J. S. Drdaori. The people of Rhode 
Island claimed the power which the geu- 
tlenlan from Chester (Mr. Darlington) 
claims for us, of acting in the form of a 
Convention without any reference to the 
Legislature, in which the supreme power 
of the State was embodied. It was held 
by everybody who ever had anything to 
do with the case, who is any authority 
upon the subject, that that was an error. 
Afterwards a Convention was called bv 
the Legislature, and they acted in pursu- 
ance of law, kept themselves within pro- 
per limits, and their action was deter- 
mined to be right, and it was right. 

I only want to say now that we are 
not a revolutionary body, but a body 
that is acting under and in pursuance 
of law. Suppose the Legislature had 
seen proper to say that we should not 
assemble at all, or that we should make 
no amendments to the Constitution-that 
the Constitution should stand just as it ix; 
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then the question is, whether we conld, from the fact that must be recognized 
in defiance of that mandate, assemble that there is a large majority in this * 
ourselves together in Convention, reprc- House in favor of preserving the Bill of 
Renting, as we do, the whole pcoplc of the Rights intact, will have nothing to do in 
(‘ommonwealth, and against the will of the future with deciding this question. 
the people, and against the authority of We will do nothing then to violate thr 
the organized government now existing, provision of the Legislature if that vien- 
proceed to alter the body of it. I say we is correct. On the oxie hand, I might sn,~, 
could not do that. That would be revo- assuming the Legislature to be correct- 
lutionary. Where do we get the power ? which I don’t believe-the lcgislntivc~ 
Where does it come from? Nobody will prohibition is simply that WC shall not 
deny that we are sitting here in pursuance alter or impair; it does not provide that 
of certain acts of the Legislature-the two we shall not add to it. If there is an a<I- 
acts of the Legislature-one which first dition to be made, there must necessaril) 
nuthorizod a vote by the people npon the bc a committee to whom all suggestions 
question, and the other one which anthor- must be referred. On the other hand, if. 
ized the election of delegates to the Con- at this stage of the proceedings, this Con- 
rcntion. If WC derive onr power from vention, after this dobatc, rcfuscs to al,- 
that source, is it possible that ~vc can take point a committoo npon that subject, it 
it without the limitations that were im- will, in all future tinle, be considorcd tlixt 
posed upon it by those who created it Y I the Legislnturc had the right to inipos~~ 
don’t think that qnestioncan be answered that restriction. 
in any but one way. I have heard it remarked in II:~rrisburg 

Afr. ~OWEN. l\lr. Prcsitlent: When I lately, and very gravely asserted, it is a 
find myself upon the other side of a qnes- niattcr of rcry great, moment thatt,his Con- 
tion from Jndge Black I am apt to con- vcnt,ion is ooml~oscd of one hundred law- 
siclcr that I am very much in the wrong, yersand thirty-tllrcohonest men. [Lnqgh- 
:rncl therefore start out lvjth n fesjing Of tCr.1 ~11;~vCnOdoLlbttllnt tllatopirlioil~~il~, 
rcluctnnce upon the subject. I desire, in the rour8e of time, co1nc to bc tradi- 
Ilnwcrcr, to say this: We ~nnst always tionnl ns the cotompowllc:o~is judgment 
I)e:tr in mind that this (‘onvcntion was of 1110 charnctcr of this Convention. If, in 
f3lled by the pcoplc to amend the Con- fifty years hcnce,‘it shall be saitl that 2 
stitution before the Iegislati\-c power (‘onvcntion containing on0 hundred law- 
was invoked to proscribe the method by ycrs had, nt tlic outset, refused;simplp to 
which we should nssemblc. If the act of appoint :G coninlittce for f&r they lnight 
.\ssrmbly upon which the pcopl~ , voted trespass upon this prohibition, it u-ill bc 
at, the time the Convention W:~R called regarded as a precedent, ant1 I think 
togcthcr prescribcc? that tbc dclegatcs many errors will c~el~ into our State 
should lay no irrcvcrent hand upon the hereafter. If the T,I+lature had the 
Bill of Rights, the several arguments I right to impost this prohil~ition, Iiavc 
have heard here to-day woulcl be entirely they not a right to remove it ? If the T.eg- 
applicable to the case. It must be borne islature that meots this wiutcr has the 
in lnind that the first act which was snb- right to remove it, don’t it lleccssaril~ 
lnilted to the peoplo contained no rc- folloxv thnt that I,ogislaturo has the right 

strictions upon our powcr, and the people to impose additional restrictions? 
decided that delegates should be clccted Mr. J. S. Hr,.z~x. Sot nftcr the power 
to amend tho Const,itntion. They then has been granted. 
delegated to the Legislatmc the power, Xr. GowEE. There arc two parties to 
which they necessarily must possess, to tho contract. If it is to Ix considoretl OS- 
decide in what manner me should be pcdicnt to grant :I power coupled with a 
czlled together, and the Legislature has condition against its exercise, does not 
laid upon ns two restrictions-one that the partv that granted that power 1lax.c 
we shall not touch the Bill of Rights, the the right to relieve ~01~ from the condi- 
other that we shall not constitute any tion, necessarily ? It therefore must fol- 
court having separate chancery powers. low that if the .Legislatnrcof last year bad 
The motion before the Convention is to the right to impose this restriction, the 
appoint a Committoe upon the Dcclarntion Legislature of t,his year must have t,he 
of Rights. The point I make is this : That right either to remove it or substitute 
if the gentlemen who take the side of another. If the J>egislature of last winter 
Judge Black in this controversy are cor- had the right to say that we shall not 
rect, the appointment of that committee, make a chancery court of separate jurie- 

l 
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diction, the Legislature that meets this 
winter has the right to say that we shall 
suggest no amendment to the Constitu- 
tion which infringes upon the method of 
passing bills in the Legislature. Where 
is the difference? Where can be the dis 
tinction? If the Legislature has the right 
to impose a restriction upon one it has the 
right to impose a restriction upon all. It 
cannot be that the power of the Legisla- 
ture expires when the Legislature ad- 
j 0 urns. No legislative power, under any 
constitutional form of government, has a 
right to pass a law in derogation of a 
right of a subsequent Legislature. 

There is nothing to be lost by those who 
oppose the view I take by appointing this 
committee-nothing whatever. It is un- 
doubtedly the fact that the great majority 
of this Cpnveniion is in favor of reporting 
upon the Bill of Rights as it stands, and I 
would be willing to offer a resolution that 
the committee shall be so instructed-not 
that they should not add. I do not oEer 
the resolution; but I think that is the 

. sentiment of the large nlajority of the 
members. Xothing can, therefore, be lost 
by those’ who take the opposite view; 
whereas, it is a very grave concession to 
be asked at the very threshold of the scs- 
sion to put upon record our belief that the 
Legislature has this powor. 

Mr. TV. II. SMITH. Mr. President: I 
am glad to find that the lawyers who have 
spoken upon this subject, seem to take 
the view that the Legislature has not this 
power. I could not pretend to inform 
them as to the powers of the Legislatures 
-whether one may do a thing, and the 
other undo it. Whethcr the power we 
have is from the first act or the second. 
But there is one thing which has not been 
mentioned, and that is the absurdity of 
passing a law which they say shall be in- 
violate for ever. For instance, if the Leg- 
islature should pass au iniquitous law, 
declaring at the end, as they do in this, 
that it should be inviolate forever, would 
not that be absurd? Now, we are either 
equal or superior, it is alleged, to any 
Legislature, and the last Legislature pre- 
sumes io say to us that the law laid down 
to us shall be inviolate forever. I do not 

wish to be disrespectful to any Legislu- 
lature, but & do think that is an absurd 
provision. To add that certainly does not 
give the act any force. Of course I do not 
speak as a lawyer, but we- all know that 
there is no law that cannot be repealed. 
The oldest customs of the country go 

down before legislative enactments every. 
day. 

M7e are assured from all quarters that 
there is no discosition to interfere with 
this Bill of Rights ; that it is entirely safe 
from any desecration at our hands; WC 
are not going to do it any harm. But we 
are not allowed to add to it; we are not 
allowed to do anything with it, because 
this all-powerful Legislature says it shall 
remain inviolate forever. This is the last 
time in the world that I should think the 
Legislature would pass such a law. 

Mr. M'CLEAN. Mr. President: The 
Convention for a moment seems to have 
forgotten a provlsion in this Bill of Rights. 
The 243th section of this ninth article itself 
provides that : 

“To guard against transgressions of 
the high powers which we have delega- 
ted, WE DECLARE that everything in this 
article is excepted out of the general pow- 
ers of government, and shall forever re- 
main inviolate.” 

I submit that the Legislature did not 
assume authority which they had no right 
to assume when they inserted this provi- 
sion of the fourth section of their act of 
Assembly-that it was under the an- 
thority of the Constitution of Pennsylva- 
nia itself. 

I agree fully with the gentleman from 
York (Judge Black) that we have no right 
to appoint a committee upon this Bill of 
Rights. The Legislature did not assume 
to txke it out of the power of this Conven- 
tion, but acted under the Constitution of 
the State-under that Constitution which ’ 
was framed by the assistance of the vcn- 
erable gentleman from Chester, (Mr. Dar- 
lington,) who has asked where the Legi+ 
lature derived the authority. The com- 
mand of the Constitution, under which 
we assemble to-day, is that we shall not 
interfere in any manner with this Bill of 
Rights. For this reason I am opposed to 
any committee upon this subject. * 

Mr. BEEP.. Mr. President : I am as 
much in favor of preserving the Bill of 
Rights inviolate as any gentleman, but 
from all the rights I have up to this 
tifne, I shall be compelled to vote for a 
committee, and I do so becafise I believe 
that all power is inherent in the people, 
and that the Legislature, when they un- 
dertook to restrict by limitation the action 
of this Conrcntion, assumed a power 
which they had not ; because if we, in 
contravention of that restriction, and limi- 
tation undertake, notwithstanding, to 
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amend or alter thisBill of Rights, then if mitting to the people the power to decide, 
without restriction of any kind, ant1 
the people voted “ yen,” in the forms of 
law, and at the instance of legislative :LLL- 

thoritg, that a Constitutional Convelltion 
should assemble and take into cxsider- 
ation all the features of the organic law. 
That included the right toconsider it from 
first to last, and to submit such nmcntl- 
ments as in its wisdom it saw proper, to 
the decision of the people onto more, and 
any subseclucnt action of the Legislaturr, 
in attempting to lindt that authentic ex- 
lxession of the popular will is in itself de- 
rogatory ; is in itself illegal and without 
warrant of law. 

they were supreme in thei; action, our 
action would be void. If, however, we 
submit, as we must, the action of this 
body after we do so act in contravcnlion of 
that action, to the people of that State, 

and they by their votes ratify what w-0 
do, that action must hc supreme, and tlrc 
Legislative act is thereby proved to 
have been without authority. They 
cannot both be supreme, and stirntl in 
conflict. I shall, thercforc, vote for a 
committee. 

Mr. JIA~V~.~C+H. Mr. President : I trust 
to be allowed a momeut to disclaim the 
insinuation that there is somethiug ncces 
sarily sacred and not to be touched by 
human hands, in this Sill of Rights. For 
my p3rt I am of opinion that thcrc are at 
least twosubjectsworthy of consideration; 
whether they will receive it at the hands 
of this Convention I know not, but they 
are subjects which are not settlctt as as- 
snmed to be settled here. One is as to the 
lnethods of procedure in civil jurisdic- 
tion-the necessity of a trial hy an anglo- 

saxon jury ; the other is the absolute im- 
nlunity oia defendant in a criminal cause 
from an interrogatory. Ski&xl juris:s of 
the highest reputation on the continent of 
Europa have settled both propositions atl- 
Tersely to the manner settled hcrc. But 
whatcvcr may be our final judgment- 
and upon that I express no opinion-they 
arc two instances of the important ques- 
tions included in this Bill of Rights which 
some member may have studied so as to 
form npcm them an intelligent opinion, 
that may enable this Convention to arrive 
at an intelligent conclusion upon them. 

Therefore, I do not desire to be con- 
sidered as conceding tllat this llill of 
Rights is to remain precisely as it is now 
written ; but I am unable to see any dif- 
ference between the position of gentlemen 
who vote for thiscommittee and the prin- 
ciples of the gentleman from York, (Mr. 
.J. 8. Black.) Of his rcvorenco for law I 
entortrin no doubt, and desire to give to 
Ihat principle my f&lost allegience, but I 
apprehend that this Convention is pro- 
ceedingaccording to law-, simply for the 
reason stated so clearly by Xr. GOWC~I, 
that the Convention was cnllod nndcr the 
sanction of a legislative act submitted to 
rho peoplo without limitations. It was an 
act under the Bill of Rights itself, which 
reserves to the people the right of chang- 
ing their form of government, and rc- 
forming and alteringit. Under that prin- 
ciple the Legislature enacted the Ian- snb- 

Mr. C~ssrnr- moved that when the Con- 
vention adjourns it n-ill adjourn to meet 
this afternoon at half-past three o’clock. 

The motion was ruled out of or,dcr. 

;\Ir. GIBSOK. Mr. President: I did not 
intend to take part in this discussion, but 
as mv intention was, and still remains, to 
vote-in opposition to the views of my dis- 
tinguished colleague, (Mr. J. 8. Elack,) I 
ask permission to give my reason for do- ’ 
ing sq and it will be given iu one word, 
taken from tho very act of Assembly it- 
SCH. ‘I’hc act s:iys : 

“ 8 lid Convention, so elected, assembled 
and organized, shall havo power to pro- 
pose to tho citizcnsof this Commonwealth, 
for their approval or rejection, a new Con- 
stitution or amendments to tho prosont 
one, or specific amendments, to be voted 
for separately.” 

There are two grilnts. I understantl 
this body, in all its movements, to have 
accepted the larger grant, and determined 
to form a new Constitution ; and if this 
committee is appointed I will consider 
that a ratification of that view, and that 
their intention is to make a new Constitn- 
tion. My distinguished colleague, in one 
of his arguments, said that we must take 
a grant, with all its reservations. But is 
there not another principle of lam-that 
you cannot make an absolute grant and 
then restrict it? You oannot make a 
docd in fee stmnple :incl ttieii s:by the t)art,y 
shall not sell. Although the Legislature 
has put in soveral provisos thorc in regard 
to the ninth article of the Constitutiori 
ant1 t11c rll:LIlccry p”wo’s, thcsc n1ay bc 
v-cry well considered if only amendments 
were to he proposed. But I submit tl&, 
assuming to make a new Constitution, 
and accepting the larger grant, the Con- 
vention cannot be restricted by anything 
the Legislature have done. 



CON STITUTIONAL COXYLNTION. 

Mr. M’A~LIsTER. Mr. President: 1 do 
not, at this stage of this debate, desire to 
occupy time unuecessarily, and my rc- 
marks will be very brief and simply to 
give the reason for the vote I shall give. 
I lay no claim to omnipotence; I lay no 
claim to sovereignty. Sovereignty dots 
not reside here ; sovereignty is invisi bl0, 
and resides in those who sent us hero. 
There is no sovereignty in the Legisla- 
ture; we are both represcntativcs of the 
people. The Legislature were restricted 
by the organic law, and therefore were 
not sovereign. We are brought here un- 
dera law enacted by that Legislature, and 
so far as its provisions affected our quali- 
fications, they are binding upon us. The,? 
prescribed an oath and we took it; they 
prescribed other forms under which we 
were elected, and we conceded their right. 
But after we are qualified to stand here as 
the representatives of the people to estab- 
lish an organic law, what we. deny is the 
right of the Legislature, or any other body 
upon the face of this earth, to say what 
we shall do or what we shall not clo. TV0 
deny their power after mearc full fleclged 
and in nperat,ion here, and are attempting 
to be the representatives of the people for 
the accomplishment of an important ob- 
ject. It is not to impose an organic law 
upon them against their will, but it is to 
submit to them such alterationsas we rna~~ 
see proper to make for their considera- 
tion. 

Now, gentlemen on the other side seem 
to concede that if we do alter the ninth 
article, and do submit it to the people, and 
they approve of it, it will be a part of their 
Constitution. Why, surely it will; and 
that very concession takes away t,hc argn- 
ment th%t the Legislature is sovereign. 
[Cries of “question, question.“] 

Mr. COCHHAN. Mr. President: On0 
moment before the vote is taken, although 
I do not want to impose remarks upon 
an unwilling body. I wish merely to 
say in regard to the first proposition as to 
the power of the Convention, that after 
the first act and the agreement of the peo- 
ple that tho Convention should be called. 
I hold that the Legislature had no power 
except that which was modal and mini.s- 
terial to provide for the meeting of this 
Convention; and when they had done 
that their power was exhausted. 

I wish to say just one word more, and 
that is this: That I am not prepared, l&o 
the gentleman from Dauphin, at this time 
to concede the proposition that there is no 
line nor word nor syllable in the Bill of 

Rights as it stands, which might not, 
under son10 circumslances, be properly 
sabjcctcd to Ohange or altc?mtion in this 
C'onvontiou. Pcrniit melt0 sap that I am 
by no moans in f,rvor of abolishing or rc- 
stdcting, to any injurious extent, the 
right of trial by jury; but as to certain 
provisions rcXarding that right, that qnes- 
tion rnny properly 11e presented to tins 
ConvOntion ant1 duly considered. There- 
foro 1 do not wish to be included in the 
conc:essionj made by some gentlemen that 
while they ask for this committoe they 
ar0 prcparOd at onc0 to shut up that com- 
mittee and confine them to reporting that 
Bill of Rights just in the form in whic!i it 
stands at th0 prcscnt time. I do not wish 
to bo understood that I am committing 
mgsclf to any material cha.ngo of the right 
of trial by jury, and I wish it to be dis 
tinc5y undon&ood that I am opposed to 
the establishment of any disiincf courts 
of chancery, but at the ~klmc time I do 
think that thcrc ma.v be very proper al- 
torations as to that matter whiOh will 
leave it in the powcr of parties to submit 
their cases to th0 cnurt without the inte’r- 
vcntion of a jury, if they think proper to 
do so. For that rOason I shall vote for the 
appointment of the cnmmittec. 

On the question, will the Convention 
agree to the division providingfor a Com- 
mittee on Declaration of Rights? 

The yeas and nays were required by 
Mr. Raina and Mr. Simpson, and were as 
follow, viz : 

P E A S . 

Messrs. Armstrong, hiney, Alrieks, Ad- 
dicks, Achenbach, Bartholomew, Baer, 
Bailey, (Kuntingdon,) Baily, (Perry,) 
Baker, Bonnan, Beebe, Biddlc, Black, 
(Greene,) Brodhead, Broomall, Brown, 
Barclay, Curtin, Campbell, Corbett, Carey, 
Carter, Cassidy, Church, CoOhran, Collins, 
Corsou, Craig, Curry, Davis, Dimmick, 
Dodd, Dallas, Darlington, De France, 
Dunning, Ellis, Edwards, Ewing, Fell, 
Fimrev, Fulton, Gowen, ,Gibson, Gilpin, 
Gnthrie, Hanna, Hay, Hazzard, Heverin, 
Hopkins, Horton, Howard, Hnnsicker, 
Lamberton, Lilly, Landis, Lear, M’Sllis 
ter, M’Camant, MacConnoll, M’Culloeh, 
MacVcagh, Mann, Mantor, Mctager, Mi- 
nor, Newlin, Pnrman, Palmer, H. W., 
Palmer, G. W., Parsons, Patterson, (Xl- 
legheny,) Patterson, (Lancaster,) Patton, 
Porter, Pnghe, Purvianoe, (Allegheny,) 
Purviance, (Butler,) Reynolds, James L., 
Reynolds, S. H., Read, (Philadelphra,) 
Reed, (Mifllin,) Rooke, Ross, Runk, 
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Russell, Smith, (Allegheny,) Sharpe, 
Simpson, Smith, (Berks,) Smith, (Lan- 
caster,) Stanton, Stewart, Struthers, 
Temple, Walker, White, David N., 
Woodward, Wetherill, (Philadelphia,) 
Wetherill, (Schuylkill,) Wherry, White, 
5. TV. F., Worrell and Meredith, Prcsi- 

dC7Ll-100. 

NAYS. 
Xessrs. Andrew-s, Black, (York,) BOW- 

man, Boyd, Clark, Elliott, Freeze, Hall, 
Hemphill, Kaine, Lawrence, Long, M’- 
(~‘lean, M’Murray, Mott, Niles, Turrell, 
White (Indiana) and Wright-18. 

So the question was determined in the 
affirmative. 

RESIGNATIOK. 

Mr. te;OWEN presented the resignation 
of John G. Freeze asa momber of the (‘on- 
vention, and moved that it be accepted 
and referred to the fourteen delegates at 
large last nained in the proclamation of 
the Governor to fill the T7acanoy. 

The motion was agreed to. 
&Ir. Ei.i~Rk- Wmm moved that the 

Convention do now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to, and tht! 

President adjourned the Convent’ion un- 
til to-morrow morning at ten o’clock. 



. . ...* 

FOURTH DAY. 

FRIDAY, November 15, lS72. 

The Convention met at ten o’clock A. 
M., pnrsuant to adjournment, the PreBi- 
dent, William M. Meredith, in the Chair. 

PRAYER. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. Keel- 
ing, of the Episoopal Church, Harrisburg, 
aa follows : 

Father Almighty, we thank Thee for 
all Thy mercies, especially for the dawn 
of Thy returning day. Help us, we be- 
seech Thee, to be grateful for its bless- 
ings, and obedient to its demands and 
duties. Hallow, with Thy presence, the 
proceedings and debates of this Conven- 
tion, and endow its members with all 
requisite wisdom for the discharge of the 
duties resting upon them, and enable 
them to rise, we beseeoh Thee, to high 
and lofty st mdpointe of duty ; give them 
knowledge and stateam,anlike views of 
the relations of our social and civil life, 
and grant that they may bring their facul- 
ties of mind and body to an honest, con- 
sclentious discharge of their duties; that 
they may promote the best interests of 
the people of this Commonwealth, and 
advance upon the earth the glory of Thy 
great name; through Jesus Christ, our 
Great Redeemer-Amen. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. BROOMALL offered the following 
resolution, which was twice read and 
adopted. 

Resolved, That the Convention will ad- 
journ to-day at one o’clock, to meet on 
Wednesday next at ten A. M. 

‘DRAWINQ FOR BEATS. 
Mr. BROOMALL offered the following 

resolution, which was twioe read and 
adopted. 

Resolved, That when this Convention 
meets in the hall provided by the city of 
Philadelphia the members shall select 
their seats by drawing for the same in the 
usual mode. 
VORPOBATE POWERs OF COAL AND RAIL- 

ROAD COMPANIEB. 
Resolved, That the Seoretary of the 

Commonwealth be requested to furnish 
to the Convention a list of all acts or sec. 

tions of acts of Assembly of Pennsylvania, 
passed since January 1,1&357, granting any 
corporate powers to any railroad compa- 
nies, coal companies or companies aathor- \ 

ized to purchase, lease or hold land with- 
in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
with referenoesto the pages of the pamph- 
let laws containing the same. 

On the question, will the Convention 
proceed to the second reading and oonsid- 
eration of the resolution ‘7 . 

ft was determined in the negative. 
USE OF LIBRARIEB TENDERED. 

Mr. DALLAS presented the following 
communioatious, which were read : 
0~0. M. DALLAS, Esq.: 

DEAR SIR :-I reoeived your note of the 
9th inst., and beg to say that the library 
of the Law association will be at the ser- 
vice of the delegates to the Constitutional 
Convention, should they meet in Phila- 
delphia. 

I write this as librarian, and also with 
the approval of Mr. Henry Wharton, a 
member of the committee. 

Very truly yours, 
G. T. BISJ’HAM. 

PEILADELPEIA, Nov. 11,1872. 

LIBRARY Co. OF PHILADELPHIA, 
Fifth St. below Chestnuf. f 

PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 12, 1872. 
DEAR SIR :-I am authorized to offer to 

the members of the Constitutional Con- 
vention, should it adjourn to this city, the 
use of the collection of this and the Lo- 
ganian library. 

Very respectfully, 
LLOYD P. SMITH, 

Hon. GEO. M. DALLAS. 
, Librarian. 

The communications were laid ou the 
table. 

Mr. DALLAS offered the following, 
which was twice read and agreed to : 

Resotved, That a Committee of five be 
appointed to confer with the oouncils of 
the city of Philadelphia in relation to the 
selection and arrangement of a ball for 
thi use of the Convention.- 

Mr. DALLAS requested that his name 
should not be inserted as chairman. 

The President appointed as the com- 
mittee Messrs. Addicks, Dallas, Stanton, 
Doyd and Worrell. I 
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REPORTING TIIE PRO~ERDINU,S. 

iMr. CORSON Offered the following reso- 
lution, which was twice read : 

Resoled. That the Cronvention now 
proceed to the election of a stenographer, 
skilled in the practice of short-hand writ- 
ing, and experienced in the repnrting of 
the proceedingsofdeliberative bodies, who 
shall be styled “ the official reporter of 
the Convention.” Said reporter shall 
employ his own assistants, and shall be 
solely responsi blc for the proper and accu- 
rate performance of his and their duties, 
and he shall receive such compensation 
as may be hereafter fixed by the Conven- 
tion. 

hh. n. N. WHITE. >fr. PrCSidCnt : I 
rise to move that this be postponed and 
made the order of the day on Wednesday 
next. The reason, sir, is this: WC are not 
yet throng11 with the standing commit- 
tees. We arc adjournmg over to givo the 
President time to arrange these commit- 
tees, and if we go on with this business 
this morning, we shall not get through, 
and our object in adjourning over will 
fail. I move that the resolution be post- 
poned, and made the order of the day for 
Wednesday of next week. 

Air. TEMPLE. Mr. President: I hope 
this motion to postpone will not prevail, 
for the reason that we have been procecd- 
ing here for several days without any 
person being particularly authorized by 
the Convention to take the proceedings. 
The Secretary of the Commonwea;lth has 
designated certain gentlemen to perform 
that duty, who, I have no doubt, \vIii 
perform that duty to the best of their 
ability, and competently. But there are 
a number of gentlemen here seeking that 
position, and it strikes me we ought to 
proceed at this time to the election of a 
person to perform that doty, and I be- 
lieve it ought to be doLLe by the Cunvcn- 
tion as now assembled, so that every 
member can express by their ballots their 
preference for some person to till that po- 
sition. I cannot see n-hy gontlemc:r 
should wish to postpone this until 
Wednesday, because the Convention will 
then be occupied in other business. 
Another reason why this position shoLrld 
be filled at this time, is that all the rest of 
the ofiicers of the Convention have been 
sworn in, and it struck me that this po- 
sition should have been filled at the time 
the other ofiices were tilled. There 
seems to be a general desire to have this 
question acted upon this morning. 

S OF THE 

Mr. RIacVRaorr. Mr. President : 1 trust 
that gentlemen in favor of this motion mill 
not force thismatter upon the Convention 
at this time. I speak for myself that it 
takes me entirely by surprise, and I am 
very sure that there are gentlemen upon 
the committee of flftcen, now executing 
the wishes of the Convention, who havo 
decided opinions upon the subject, and 
who ought at least to have the privilego 
of voting upon it. I had supposed that 
the Convention would take upon itself to 
decide as between two methods of report- 
ing the debates. In the first place there 
are gentlemen upon the committee of lif- 
teen, I know, who entertain an opinion, 
which is shared by many members of the 
Convention, that there is no necessity for 
this pbonographicreportinp of the debates 
of the Convention: and in the next place 
any attempt now to settle the qaestion 
and vote for a candidate who has evidently 
secured the votes of a certain number of 
members, is to launch into expenses with- 
out limit. pr’o salary is fixed. In all the 
other matters of this Convention WC pro- 
ceeded by first designating what officers 
we would have-not that any officer might 
employ what assistants he wanted at will. 
The gentleman from Washington (IMr. 
Hopkins) warned us that that would be Lm- 
safe, and that the Convention must dcter- 
mine how many assistants it would have ; 
and it seemed to be universally conceded 
by everybody that it was wise that WC 
should first fix the remuneration, or at 
least allow gentlemen to bid for thiswork. 
Why not have competition for it? Above 
all why not decide whether the entirc 
Lhing shoulcl be done by out? contract, and 
whether it would be thus done more eco- 
nomically, or whether it would be bettor 
to do it in this way? 

This motion seems to mo entirely im- 
proper, and seems to be sprnng upon tho 
Convention in the absence of a large corn-- 
mittee, and it can lead to nothing but a 
very large expenditure of money. I trust 
the subject will be referred to a commit- 
tee to consider and report. If the mover 
of this resolution will so amend the reso- 
lution as to ask for a committee to con- 
sider this matter, I will agree Lo it. Them 
are several gentlemen here, I understand, 
who desire this appointment. I do not 
know‘what their relative merits may be ; 
I am not prepared to vote now upon that 
question ; but I do think the Convention 
ought to decide first whether it will adopt 
this method of reporting its debates; 
second, if it adopt this method, whether 



It will elect a stenographer without fixing 
a salary, and give him power to employ 
assistants. If you adopt this method, one 
great evil will be a quarrel between the 
reporters and printers all the time, and 
nobody ~111 be redponsible. It is import- 
ant, it 8eem.s to me, that some limitation 
should bo dxed, and something should be 
definitely determined by this Convention, 
before we are dragged into a andden nomi- 
nation and election of a stenographer. I 
therefore &merely trust that the gentle- 
man who moved it Will giVe us an oppor- 
tunityto consider it fairly, or.else that the 
resolution will be, postponed for the pres- 
ent. The Seuretary of the Commonwealth 
has designated competent gentlemen, who 
are performing the duty with Adelity. Cer- 
tainly two or three days will make no 
difference; and there are several gentle- 
men who will .say what I say; that they’ 
are not now prepared to consider the ques- 
tion. As a large committee are absent, I 
think grounds are laid for a postpone- 
ment. 

Mr. MANTOR. Mr. President : Iam not 
prepared this morning to vote intelli- 
gently upon this resolution. In fact, I do 
not think we haVe uome to that point 
where we can tamper with the financesof 
the Commonwealth in this way. I am not 
aware what it will goat to report the De- 
bates of this Conwntion, neither am I 
aware. what is to be reported for the Con- 
vention ;’ whether we are to have full re- 
ports of all the speeches that are to be 
made, or whether we are only to report 
the Journal form of the Convention. 
Differ&t States have taken different views 
of this matter. I am in favor of laying 
this question over until next week, for 
one at least, until I .can look further into 
the matter. There are two or threemeth- 
ods in which this matter oan be brought 
before this Convention, that will, I think, 
prove satisfac;tory to every gentleman 
here, One would be ‘to employ reporters 
and fix upon the price ; another to ‘allow 
the printers to have the reporting and 
printing, and all these matters under their 
aharge. I am not aware this morning that 
we should press this matter too hard, be- 
cause there is a good deal to consider, from 
the fact of the cost that underlies it. The 
Illinois Convention made a contract for 
reporting its debates for so much per 
thousand ems; the State of New York; 
when they had their Convention, oon- 
traoted with the reporters for so much per 
page. I consider that it is’our duty to 
look this matter squarely in the face until 

sslch time as we can make ourselves famil- 
iar with it. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. President : I move 
that this resolution be referred to the com- 
mittee of fifteen ou Rules ; and being up, 
I will say that it a&ems to me we am 
not prepared at present to meet this ques- 
tion. Xo doubt we will have,to meet it 
at some$im0. We are not in possession 
of information just now to.consider it, I 
offered yesterday a resolution oalling upon 
the Auditor General for a statement of 
the amonnt of money taken out of the 
Treasury of the Commonwealth for the 
reporting, printing, binding and transpor- 
tation of the debates of the last Conven- 
tion, including postage. Of course We 
have not yet received any response to 
that resolution, but I trU8t in a few days 
we will have a report from the Auditor’ 
General upon this subject, and then we 
will be in condition to form some opinion 
about the aoat of reporting the debates of 
this body. One thing is &u%aiu-that it 
will aost more now to report the debates 
than in 1837, and unless I am greatly mis- 
taken it will be found that the expense in 
1837 was enormous. I am not able now 
to conjecture aa to the aggregate amount, 
but I think it would far outgo the expecta- 
tions of any gentlernag upon this-floor. 
Whatever we find that expense to have 
been, we will at least have to double it in 
the estimate of the expenses of the work 
we are about to enter upon. Like Frank- 
lin’s story of the whistle, there has been 
a proper inquiry as to what we will get 
for our money. Suppose it should turn 
out that the expense of reporting the de-. 
bates of 1837 was $100,000, which I think 
is much below the fact,, then we should 
infer that the expense’ of reporting the 
debates of this body would be $200.000. 
What do we propose toget for that7 What 
is the value of the seventeen volumes of 
debates we have now rotting upon our 
shelves 4 What would they bring in the 
market9 I don’t believe they would 
bring $1,000. I don’t believe there ever 
was a time when they would. I am ac- 
quainted with some of the lumber regions 
of Pennsylvania, but I don’t know of any 
lumber so worthless as those debates. It 
is very worthless lumber, paid for at an 
enormous price, and now gentlemen pro- 
pose to repeat this folly. Well, sir, I sup- 
pose it will be done, for one loves to see 
his name in print. But, sir, it will be 
done without my vote. I will not vote to 
lay upon the people of Pennsylvania the 
enormous expenditure that I am sure is 

, I 
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involved in this proposition, for any good 
that can come from it. 

When the federal Constitution was 
adopted we had no proper report of the 
the debates. It would have been a great 
blessing to the country if we had, but we 
Ilave nothing more than scraps furnished 
from the traditions and incidental history 
of the country. Those proceedings were 
valuable, because those men wer’e laying 
the first foundations of republican govern- 
ment. Everything relating to the theory 
of republican government, especially as 
discussed in that Convention, would be of 
great value. But, sir, we are not engaged 
in any such work. The foundation of our 
:Jovernment was long sinoedaid, and I 
trust this Convention is not going to over- 
turn and unsettle it. I do not think we 
are here to discuss political theories and 
abstractions about government. I sup- 
pose we are here to propose such amend- 
ments as will correct the abuses that have 
grown upunder our existing Constitution. 
Those do not mvolve any great principles, 
such as were in thq federal Constitution. 
I’rom the very nature of those questionfl 
it is not proper to discuss them in the 
manner in which public questions some- 
times are discussed. 

would be the less valuable this u’ork 
would be when printed, if they do repor: 
e2iactly what we say and as we say it. I 
think you lravc heard of one mau who 
read the Debates of the last C’onvcntion, 
but he is the only man I ever heard of 
who did, and I doubt if anybody will 
know of any gentleman -who will read 
our new Debates, especially when you rc- 
fleet upon the size of the Debates of this 
body. If the reporters set to work to fix 
np speeches for gentlemon, I h;tve no 
doubt they will make very good ones: 
but all this culminates in expense. WC 
have got to pay for this whistle, and the 
question is : Is it worth what we have go: 
to pxy ? I do not know hog we ran judge 
of that question better than by our p’:~st 
experience. 

I propose that t,his resolution bc referrctl 
to the committee of iiftcen, and that it 1~ 
permi$ted to repose in that committc~* 
until we hear from the Auditor Gcncral. 

The PRESIDENT. The motion to rcfei 
is not in order, milcss the motion to post- 
pm is withdrawn. 

Mr. D. S. Wnrrs Mithdrcw the molion 
to postpone. 

Xr. \Voourn~~~ then renewed his 111~ 
tion to refer. 

What will the Eeople of Pennsylvania Mr. Hannv WHITG Mr. President : 
care for what is said upon this floor? The I merely rise to support, in a word, the 
gentleman from Chester (Mr. Darlington) motion of the gentleman from Phila- 
announced the other day-which I sup- delphia (Mr. Woodward.) I think the 
pose he meant to be a rule for himself- motion he has made is cmincntly proper. 
that nothing which has yet been said upon I concur with him in the necessity 01 
this fioor wasofany consequence. I don’t postponing this matt,er for tho prcscnt 
know that it is. I believe we will be judged entirely ; not possibly for the same rc:\- 
hy our works rather than by OLW words. I sons, for I believe WC should have a r+ 
think the people will pass upon our work, port of our proceedings, but as a m:~tWr 
:md decide to accept or reject the anlend- of expediency, as a matter of economy, :ls 
meuts we agree upon, and that without a practical business matter for the con- 
liluch reference to the philosophical and sideration of this body, of interest not 
Jeurned rcasonsgiren byphilosophicaland only to ourselves but to the people \\-(a 
learned gentlemen for their votes on this represent and are laboring for. It ia enli- 
ttoor, But, sir, I do not know of any better nently proper we should make h:ts!(, 
instructor in thisworld than our own cxpe- slowly in this matter of selectin::a rc- 
rience ; and having had some experience porter. I think it is unfortunate WC tli<r 
in this thing, having expended a very not settle upon a policy in this resptbc.1 
~:trge sum of money-we do not yet know earlier in the Convention. sow two 0, 
1~:~ much-for the accumulation of seven- three days have clapsed, and it occ:trs 11, 
:ccn volumes of worthless matter, I, for me two or three days more may clal”< 

‘~>ne, am opposed to a repetition of that and thcu we can acttlc this rnnttcr wlic:l 
SOily. The newspaper press is every- a flood of light has been shed upon ihi% 
lvhere, and is evcrywhcrc too ready to subLi&. I know but few gcntlcll\<Lri 
give t.o the world everything that is said in this C!onvention have stoppod on!?- :( 
and done in thisand all other deliberative moment to consider the cost that will I‘(‘- 
&dies. What do we need of a wrps of suit from an incautious contract, or tilt 
yeporters to make for LIS the very best re- electing of a reporter or a stenograpi~6:i- 
p >rts of the debates of this body? I am without first fixing the compeusation. 

. ii’;mid the more Gthful those reporters The Commonwealth of Pcnn%ylvanin h:rs 
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had experience in this Inatter. It has had been more fortunate in their selec- 
;X,een taught a lesson, arid I trast that this tion. I dissgree totally with the gentle- 
Q’onvention will hesitate and look at the man in regard to the importance of this 
experience of tke past before it rushes ollice, and of having a correct report Of 
heedlessly into the election of a steno- the debates and proceedings of this Con- 
Srapher. If, when your Committee on rention. It seems to me that it want* a 
Printing and Binding is appointed, this gentleman competent to report verbatim 
rlnestion is referred to them, and you what is said and done here, and that VW- 
,yelect practical printers in this body- batim reports will prevent the folly which 
practical men to ideal with this question- my friend from Chester (Mr. Darlington) 
zhey will report to this Convention which the other day would prefer the steno- 
is the better way-the separation of the grapher to leave out. He would ~YAVC 2~ 
reporting and the printing, or the blcnd- stenographer, if T understood him aright, 
ing of the reporting and the printing to- not only competent to report, but bc 
gether. In the Illinois Convention they would have one competent to judge wha: 
separated them. They made an escced- is important and what is unimportanr, 
ingly expensive contract. I discover that a.nd to leave qut all the unimportant par:. 
‘they paid the enormous rate of two No such man can be found in the Unitrtd 
r%ollars and txentv eentv per thOusand Mates. There isno man to whom Imou!~l 
<ms, with certain liberal amounts to the leave such a question. If men come here 
reporters for adjonrnment~ Then there to portray their folly in this Convention 
was a large amount paid in addition for let them be reported and go dew-n to pas- 
ijrinting. Now it occurs to me that in terityas fools. It is the reoardtheymakc 
Pennsylonnia mc can economixe in this for themselves. iiow the gentleman askr 
matter, and that we may be able to let what interest have the people in what is 
xome contract blending the printing and said and done here. 1 am astonished E!) 
the reporting together, holding one re- hear any gentleman upon this floor asserti 
%ponsible for the faithful performance of that the people are not taking any inter- 
the work. Stow, until this Convention is cst in onr proceedings. 
satisfied in the premises as to what is best Mr. Woonwan~3. I beg leave to corrcc: 
and proper, I am in favor of referring this the gentleman. I said that the people 
rcsolutiou to the committee of fifteen, ax would bo more likely to judge us by ot;x 
illoved by t,he yentlemnn from Phila- deeds than by our words. 
utelphia. Mr. ?I~‘~LLISTBR. How ara WC to get 

AL-. M .\J LISTXR. Mr. President : Z will + 1 at the deeds but by the words that pro- 
$0 as far as nnv member of this (lanven- duce them? It is the arguments upon 
aion towards economizing its espcndl- the one side and the other by which the 
‘cnrzs; but I will ncvcr ngoe to tnkc the l?eople jadge. There is nothing so anix 
Emvest, bidder for this xork. There are tcresting to the people as a Jonma.:. 
s?rtain positions which c:xn ttc fill4 b> Thfzro is nothing so uninteresting to tlx 
j):lt fe7v men, and althongh there are I:rit people of tlic State as mere resolution+. 
rjw that e:m All those positions there arc They do not understand them. Rut when 
rrianp apl)licnnts for them. we could r11t thme rcsolr~ions and articles are d;s- 
rluwn, T suppose, and get a stenogmpher cnsscd on the one &de or the other, a~:~1 
t:jr a dollar a day, bnt we mnst pay xhat the reasons whirh producedthem are la;ti 
~:ictr’s services arc xvortli. If n-e want IL before the people, they are enabled 10 
znnn of administrative abilities xe nuns: judge, and unless that is done they can- 
qo to the thonsandsnnd tens of thoasantls. uot judge correctly. I have read, will1 
If we xant a man of exccntire ability, to interest, and with tlcep interest, the pn- 
~10 just what ho is told to do, lye ~mld cocdings of the Illinois Convention, and :: 
<%lploy him ft)r a very small snm. Now, is the debates up?n the different propon:- 
in this matter of reporting, although xc tions that hare imparted light to my 
have many repxters, there, are but few Inind. I conltl not have formed a corres.: 
firs&mtc reporters in the Lvnitcd Stntcs. judgment withx~t reading the Dcbaic5, 
1 will concodc, with the gcntlenian from ,\ntl there they were so fortunate au 51 
l’hilndclphia, that the debates and -pro- have a stenogmphcr who rcportod cv,:r;.- 
*-cadings of the Convention of 1’138 wTcr0 word that was snid in that Conventior~. 
I~ndly report&. They made a mistsko in from the first to the last. It is a corTS*c: 
:seiccting the gentleman thcv cAet1 to fill dclincntion of all that was done the,:,,. 
that position. Those pro&clings would For that r”3s*n the report of thoss pro- 
rwd with ln~lt11 greater intcres t if thcv caodings is interestinff, and t&c>)93 D.-bait? 



DEBATES OF THE 

are a monument to many gentlemen in 
that Convention, and will transmit their 
names to generations yet unborn. I hope 
then, Mr. President, that we will t3k0 
Such a course here as will result in the 
selection of a competent mzm-a man 
qualified to do this work and to do it 
~~11. I hope that we shall not connect it 
with the printing; that we shall not put 
it in the hands of the printer, to take a 
contract for the printing and reporting, 
and “ jew ” down his stenographer so as 
to get an incompetent man. That would 
be the result, and it seems to mc that 
would be beneath the djgnity of this 
body. Let nspay for this work what it is 
worth. I am perfectly willing to refer 
the selection of this stenogrhpher to the 
Yrcsident of this Convention, or to any 
committee he may appoint. I do not 
wish to hasten this matter. I have no 
particular individual to whom I would 
commit it if I could. I have in my epc 
mm who are competent, men who arc 
here, and men who are willing to perform 
it and perform it well. All I ask is that 
such a course shall be pursued here as to 
secure that end, and keep it aloof from 
the power of the printer to select whom 
he may and at the lowest price. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Nr. President : I would 
merely beg leave to suggest that it seems 
to mo, on a question of this kind, we are 
wandering very far from the point in 
bringing in all these considerations. It 
is simply a question of refereuce before 
the Convention, and on this question 
of reference it seems to me we have 
gone into a very large discussion. 
Kow, all that I would ask in + matter 
of this kind would be sonlo little 
time and some little preliminary cs- 
amination by a committee of the c’on- 
vention, with regard to .-the proper 
method by which this matter should be 
provided for, and the consideration of 
that other question, whether it should be 
left to private enterprise, if the debates arc 
to be of so much interest, to do this work, 
or whether we should make it a part 
of the official work of the Convention 
itself. Kow, I think the refcrance of this 
question should be made to this commit- 
tee of fifteen or some other committee. I 
cannot, I admit, see the exact propriety of 
referring this to the committee of fifteen, 
although a very excellent committee. But 
I do not see that this is pertaining di- 
rectly to the objects for which that com- 
mittee was appointed. However, I will 
vote for the reference to the committee of 

fifteen in the first instance ; but I think if 
it was referred to a special committee, ;ap- 
pointed for this particular purpose, that 
method of reference would be preferable. 

Mr. C’ORSOX. Mr. Speaker: The reso- 
lution I have offered seems to have aroused 
the indignation of a number of gentlemen 
of the Convention for fear that the funds 
of the State will be squandered in paying 
a phonographer for the Convention. The 
distinguished gentleman at-large (Mr. 
Woodward) knows that if it had not been 
filr our State reporter we would not have 
had the advantage of the many able opin- 
ions delivered by him when he was Chief 
Just& of Pennsylvania. Every organ- 
ized body of this kind requires an ofticial 
reporter, and :LR the gentleman from Ccn- 
Ire (Mr. M’Alljster) so eloquently rc- 
marlcad, this official reporter should be 
selected from the most qualified who pre- 
sent then~!lres for the office, Thcrc is 
no reason why this officer should not have 
been selected the very first day. We do not 
want the official reporter to come in after 
the Conr-ention shall llavc concluded its 
labors. We want the reportor now ; and 
I em pcrfcctly willing to accept the modi- 
fication proposed by some ientlomen hero 
to refer this to a committee of five or six, or 
any other number named by the C!hair or 
any gentleman. I am not tenacious about 
tho form or mzanner. I have no friend to 
reward, hut I do think that every member 
of this Convention will agree with me, 
before many days, that it is absolutely 
ncccssary there should bc an oficial re- 
porter in that position. I listened to tho 
eloquent remarks of the gentleman front 
Lycoming, and in the newspaper reports 
pubiishcd his name does not appear at all, 
nor a single remark ho uttered, although 
we \verc all charmed and electrified by 
his eloquence. Sow I Bm not tenacious 
of the forni. If some gentleman millmovc 
that it be referred to a committee of five, 
or six or seven, to be named by the Presi- 
dent of the Convention, I will cheerfully 
accept it; but I do insist upon action at 
once. h number of gentlemen are here 
who are competent men, but whosc earn- 
ings depend upon this work, and they are 
anxious to know who are to bc selcctod 
nnd who are to be rejected, that they may 
go to work or go home. 

Tho motion to refer to the committco of 
fifteen was carried. 

VACAKCT FIl.131). 

Mr. GOWEK, from the committee to 
whom was referred the qesignation of 
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.John G. Freeze, a member of the Con- 
vention from the Fifteenth Selmtorial 
district, made a report, which was read 
as follows : 

The undersigned, members at large of 
the Convention, who were voted for by a 
majority of the same voters who voted 
for and elected said John G. Freeze, do 
hereby fill the vacancy occasioned by his 
resignation by the appointment of Charles 
R. Buckalew,acitizenofColumbiacounty, 
to be a member of the Convention from 
the said Fifteenth Senatorial district, 

(Signed) GEO. W. WOODWARD, 
J. S. BLACK, 
A. G. CURTIN, 
W.M. .J. BAER, 
Whl. H. SMITH, 
FRANKLIN B. GOWEN, 
JOHN H. CARIPBELL, 
.JAMES II. REYNOLDS, 
J!&. ELLIS, 
S. C. T. DODD, 
GEC. M. DALLAS, 
WM. I,. CORBETT, 
ANDREW A. PURMAN, 
R. A. LAMBERTOS. 

HARRIYEX~RGI, Sov.15,lf3T2. 

,Mr. Bucrrn~~w appoarcd nnd was duly 
qualified. 

ICULES FOIl QOTERNXEPI‘T OP COPI‘TEN- 
TIOS. 

;\Ir. NEWLIN, from the Cotnmittee on 
Rules, made a report, which was read. 
[For report see ,Journal of proceedings.] 

Mr. NEWLIN otTered the following reso. 
lution, which was twice read and adopted. 

Resolved, That the foregoing rules, rc- 
ported from the committee of fifteen, be 
the rules of this Convention until other- 
wise ordered. 

Mr. Do~umoved that the rules reported 
from the committee of fifteen be printed, 
and a copy furnished cnch member of the 
Convention on Wednesday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. Klrwe ‘JIr. Speaker: I rise to 

make a suggestion in regard to that mat- 
ter. This committee of dfteen was np- 
pointcd.for the purpose of reporting what 
committees are necessary for this Con- 
vention, and also to frame rules for its 
government. The committee were not 
able to get through with the whole work 
Pn the time allowed by the resolution. 
‘l’hey made a partial report yesterday, 
:Ind a final report this morning. In addi- 
tion to their report yesterday, they have 
a&led another committee, which will 

be for the consideration of this Conven- 
tion. I hope no motion for the printing 
of these rules will be made until final 
action is taken upon these committees, 
because the committee, in their report 
this morning, in order to make the whole 
proceedings uniform, inserted the com- 
mittees that had been adopted yesterday, 
and made them a part and parcel of the 
report this morning, in order that the 
whole thing could be printed together, as 

‘was done in the Convention of 1837-S. 
Some of the committees were not adopted 
yesterday. We adjourned upon the con- 
sideration of the proposition to form a 
Committee onlthe Bill of Rights. Two or 
three other committees have not been 
acted upon by the Convention, as well as 
the one reported this morning. If those 
committees were finally adopted, by the 
nnanimous consant of the House, they 
could be placed in this report, and the 
whole could be printed together for the 
accommodation of the members of the 
Convention. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will state 
that by the adoption of the resolution for 
printing these rules, the difficulty arises 
of doing anything further on this subject. 
By unanimous consent of. the House, the 
vote on that resolution may be considered 
as withdrawn and the subject rctmain 
open for amendment. 

Unanimous consent was refused. 
Mr. MACVEA~H moved to re-consider 

the vote by which the resolution was 
passed. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The resolutibn being again before the 

(!onvention, 
Xr. LILLY moved to postpone its fur- 

ther consideration for the present. 
Mr. JiaIs13. I move to postpone’ the 

consideration of the question until the 
Convention has acted upon the balance of 
the committees 

The PHESIDEST. If this resolution is 
postponed for the present it cannot again 
be taken up to-day; but if laid on the ta- 
ble it can be again taken up. 

Mr. KAINE. I move, then, that it be 
laid on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

ADDITIONAL BULK 

Mr. ELLIS orered the following resolu- 
tion, which was twice read : 

Resolved, That the following rule be ad- 
ded as another rule to those reported by 
committee : 

No. -. The rules of parliamentary pram- 
tice,comprised in Jefferson’s hlanual, shall 
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govern the Convention in all cases in Mr. STEWART moved to add to the 
which they are applicable; and not inwn- &nding committees &‘a Committee, of 
&tent with the standing rules and orders five membera, on Pardons and the Par- 
of the Convention. doning Power.” 

Laid on the table for one day. The motion was not agreed to. 
STASDING FOM&tIITTEES OF TEE CON\‘GN- Mr. KAINE offered the following rest- 

TION. lntion, which was twice read : 
Agreeably to order, the Convention pro- Reeolued, That vne thousand copiesof 

ceeded to the consideration of the resoiu- the rules, together with the names of 
tion relating to the adaption of the stand- the eommitteeg, be printed for the use of 
iag committees of the Convention. the Convention. 

The nineteenth division was read, as Mr. WHERRY moved to amend, by add- 
forlows: ing “and that the order of the rules he so 

( ‘1 on0 commi the, to Wllsist offive mem- arranged that all thestanding committees 
be, upon Future Amendments.” be placed under the same section and 

The clivinion was agreed to. number.” 
The twentieth division was read, as The amendment was agreed to, an& the 

follows : resolution as amended was agreed to. 
‘&One Committee, to eons.% of nine IEAvE OF ABSENCE 

members, upon C’onstitutional Sanction.” 
The division was agreed to. Mr. MA~VEAC*R asked theunanimous 

The twenty-first division was read, as consent of the Convention to excuse Mr. 

follows: Gowen fmm further attendance upan the 

LC!.3ne G‘ammittee, to wnsist of nine Convention b-day. Granted. 

members, upon Scbedlule. ” PRIEYTIBGI. 
The division was agreed to. 
The twenty-second division was mact, Mr. G~~E~1E0ffcredthefb3h~ing~e~o- 

as follows : lution, which was twice read : 

‘~OneCoInmittee, toconsist of iivemesn- ResoZwed, That until, otherwise o&red 

hers, upon Revision and Adjn&menL7’ the printing for the Convention shall be 

( The division was agreed to. executed by the present State Printer, 

The twenty-t&ad division was read, as under existing laws and ~mracta with 

f;tllows : the Commanweahb. 

A* One’ Gommittee; to consist of five Mr. HARRP WHITE Mr. President : H 

members, upon &counts and Expndi- hope the Convention will not pass a reso- 

t.ures of the Convention.” lutiou of that kind without Wrne consid- 

The divismn was agreed to. oration. This question of printing and 

The twenty-fourth division ww kad, reporting has all heen referred this morllr 

as followa : ing. It may he that the State Printer can 

“One Committee, tc consist of seven do this work the mo& eeonomieally, stilll 

member& upon Printing and Binding of I hopc wc will not commit ourselves to 

the %onventio&” that policy hy providing for the printing 

The division was agreed to. in a special case. 

Mr. PUMXE moved to add tcr the stand- Mr. EWING. Mr. PrfG&?t : We have 
ing commitiees “a Committee on Indus- already ordered a wnsiderahle amount 
trial Inter&s and Labor, TV con&&, of of printing to be done by the Convention. 
niRe men-&em” Somebody must do it, and is it not time 

The motion was agreed to. we should determine by whom it shall be 
Mr. J. M, ~E~HERII,I, moved to add to done ? As 1 understand from gentlemen 

the standing committees 41 a Committee who understand legislative business, the 
on Agricuhuq, &$iInng, Manufactures printing business has been one of consid- 
and Commerce, to consist of nine mem- era!& difficulty- Fwther, m 1 under- 
bers..” stand it, in this State, back in lW3,a pen- 

The motion wasagrwad to. eral act of Assembly was passed which 
Mr. NEwmn moved to add tothe stand- provides that notic* for proposals for 

ing committoes “a Committee, of nine doing the public printing should head- 
members, on Revenue and Taxation.” vertised, and the method is provided for 

Mr. ANDREW REED moved to amend, the opening of thesc bids in joint wn- 
by adding the words L‘ and Finance.” vention of both Houses of the Legislature, 

which was agreed to, andthemotion as and the act declares that a11 the public 
amended was a@;reed to. printing shall be allotted to the lowest 



bidder. The sanle mt goes on aud pro- 
vides for the methods in which it shall 
Ix done, throwing guards around any at- 
tempt that may be made at cheating in 
settlement. That act has been in force 
e\-er since, and has, it is alleged, saved 
the Commonwealth large amounts of 
money. Some supplements have been 
passed to it, but none changing the sectiou 
which provides for the allotment of the 
public printing once in three years. In 
1871 a supplement was passed, the last 
section of which provides : “That on Tues- 
day, the fourth day of .4pril next; the 
two Houses of the Legislature shall meet 
in joint convention, in the hall of the 
House of Representatives, and let the 
public printing and binding for three 
years, from and after the thirtieth day of 
June nest, according to the provisions of 
the act of april ninth, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-six, and its several supplements, 
including thisact,” and so on. I find, on 
reference to the proceedings of the House 
and Senate, that, on the fourth clay of 
April, 1871, in public session of tho two 
IFouses, the bids were opened. Proof is 
given there of notice having becn pub; 
lished for those bids. Quite a number of 
I)icls were put in, and then and t,here the 

. public printing was allotted for three 
Jears from the thirtieth of .June, 1871. 
That <wet is in force, and under that act I 
take it all the public printing for the 
Mtate is to he done. I take it that wc have 
a right to send our printing to the public 
printer, who has entered into that Contract, 
and has given bonds for the faithful pcr- 
formance of his duties. Aud if he should 
refuse to do so, he would be liable and 
his bondsmen would be liable also. 
I nrldorstand from gentlemen who are 
acquainted with the subject tllat that 
contract is a filir one, that it is at a low 

. price for the printing, and I think that 
now is just as good a time to determine it 
as any other, and that we should detor- 
mine it. I know that it is said by some 
that this Convention is supreme, that it is 
superior to all lalv. Eut I take it that 
there arc some things we cannot do. We 
unnot appropriate money, or, if we do, lt 
will be like calling spirits from the vasty 
deep. WC havo here a public act that has 
guards thrown around it in the matter of 
printing to prevent any peculation in the 
public printing. We have a provision 
which directs that all public Erinting for 
three years shall be dono by the State 
Printer to whom it is allotted. It is a bu- 
siness matter, not a matter of politics, or 

anything else but business. A large 
amount of that printing is done, and, as I 
understand it, the bids are low-er than 
any private person can get it done, be- 
cause it is a contract for three years. 
While I think the public printer is bound 
under his contract to do this printing, I 
also understand that the State is bound to 
give him the printing under that contract. 
I believe that by acting in accordance 
with the statute law in this case, we will 
save time for the Convention, we will have 
our printing done conveniently, and wc 
will save money to the State and be obey- 
ing the law. 

Mr. l3ov~ moved that the resolution be 
referred to the standing Committee ou 
Printing and Binding when appointed. 

The motion was not agreed to. 
Mr. WHERRY moved to amend the reso- 

lution, by striking out all after the word 
‘6 resolved,” and inserting in lieu thereof 
the following : 

“ That the Secretarv of this Convention 
be authorized to fur&h each member and 
officer of the Convention three printed 
copies of the rules adopted.” 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President: I con- 

fess I do not like this provision of the 
resolution that this printing shall be done 
by the State Printer under his present 
contract. I am one of those who do not 
admit that we have anything to do with 
that contract as members of this Conven- 
vention. I do not care where this printing 
is done, but I want to keep the Conven- 
tion from being committed. I would prc- 
fer that the printing should be done un- 
der the direction of the President of this 
body. I move to amend, by striking out 

that part which provides that the printing 
shall be done by the State Printer, and in- 
sert “under the orders of the Presideht of 
this Convention.” 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. J. P. WETIIERILL. Mr. President: 

I do hope that wo will be extremely careful 
how we authorize any oflicer of theState to 
do printing for us, when there is no im- 
mediate necessity therefor. Inasmuch as 
the only printing required by thia Con- 
vention is the printing of two hundred 
and fifty or five hundred copies of the 
rules just adopted, and inasmuch as it is 
likely that when we meet nest Wednes- 
day we will only be in session a day or 
two, and then adjourn solely and purel>- 
for committee work, and that work may 
occupy the attention of the committees 
for weeks, and inasmuch as we have signi- 



fled our intention not meet after that ad- 
janrnment until some time next year, it 
does seem to me therois no immediate 
necessity of our sding upon this resolu- 
tion and authorizing any printing what- 
ever. Let us be cstmmely careful, in all 
measures looking to the expenditure of 
money by this Convention, that w-o make 
haste slowly. I can see how, simply by 
the printing of a few rolls, costing a few 
dollars, we may he led into path abont 
the cost of which we know little, and the 
end thereof we may regmt. Let ns keep 
our work in onr own hands, confined to 
our own officers, in charge of onr own 
oommittees,and then we oRn hold some 
one under our own control responsible for 

our expenditures. As this is a simple 
matter, a matterwhich we all understand 
rhoroughly, 1 do hope we will be carefnl 
lest we be led into a method of oxpendi- 
tnre about which to-day we know nothing. 
Who, in this Convention, knows what 
this oontraot is with tho Sate Printer? It 
may he high or it may be low ; but let ns 
know what it is; and before we spend 
money let us know exactly the amount 
we expend andthe value we receive. 

Mr. HIRRY WAITE moved to amend 
the resolution, by adding the following : 
6‘ Provided, Nothing herein shall commit 
the Convention to giving the fntnre print- 
ing of the Convention to the State Printer*” 

&h-s LITTLETON ~OV?d t&t tiS.3 TVhOh 

snbject be laid on the table. 
Tlho motion was agreed to. 

ACCOUS’TS AND EXPETSES. 
Mr. 3. PI’. Pu~v14xcx offered the fol- 

towing resolution, which was read : 
Reso&ec$ That the Committee on hc- 

cxntnts shall examine all accounts for ex- 
penses, and roport upon the same to the 
Convention at least monthly,whethcr the 
same are proper expenses of the Conven- 
tion ; and if the same are approved by the 
Conventi0.n they shah be paid as provided 
hy law. 

Laid on the table, under the rules. 

XGETINQS OF COMXITTEES. 

Mr. JOHN PRIGE WETHISHILL otTem 

the following re.solntion, which was read : 
Resohed, That the committees asnamed 

in the report be mqncsted to meet at Har- 
risbnrg at least once in every wock, for 
the consideration of rhosubject matter re- 
fermd to them, until they am prepared to 
report, and that the chaimran of the Com- 
mittee on Judiciary shall have power to 
all the chairmen of the standing com- 
mittees together for consultation. 

The Convention refused to promed to 
the second reading of the resolution. 

On motion of Mr. Ii.4INq the President 
adjonrned the Convention nntil Wednes- 
dnp morning newt at ten a’clolck. 

. 
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FIFTH DAY. 

WEDNESDAY, Nov. 91, 1372.. tingent fund, and Do .detailed statement 

The Convention met at ten o’clock A. fi1ed in ‘he departn1ent* 
M., pursuant to adjournment, and was ’ The communication was laid on the 

called to order by the President, Wm. M. mble’ 
Neredith. ACCOUNTS AND ExPENDITUBEs. 

PRAYBR. Mr. J. N. PURVIANOE called up the reso- 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. A. R. 
lution offered by himself on Friday last. 

Strong, of Harrisburg, as follows : 
The resolution was read, as follows : 

0, Thou great, eternal, immortal, iu- 
Resolved, That the Committee on ac- 

visible, and only wise God, the Father of 
counts shall examine all accounts for ex- 

all love, through whom cometh down 
penses, and report upon the same to the 
c 

every good and every perfect gift, grant 
onvention at least monthly, whether the 

Thy presence now to attend the re-aasem- 
same are proper expenses of the Conven- 

bling of this Convention this day. Give 
tion ; and if the same are approved by the 
c onvention they shall be paid as provided’ 

to Thy servants tlie healt.hful influences of by law. 
Thy word and Thy spirit, to guide every Mr. J. N. PURVIANCE. Mr. President: 
thought and every word of the delibera- The law under wm&, we meet makes 
tions of this assembly this day. We give 
Thee thanks for spared lives and mercies 

no designation of a disbursing officer. It 

thus far. May the great goodness of God, 
is true it provides that warrants for the 

. 
as it passes before us continually, remind 

proper expenses of the Convention shall 
b e d 

us of our constant dependence upon Thee, 
rawn by the President, and counter- 

and our obhgations to have the fear of the 
signed by the Chief Clerk, upon the State 

Lord before our eyes, and the love of God 
Treasurer for payment. If we accept the 

in our hearts. Pardon our sins, and save 
letter of the law as expressive of its true 

us for an everlasting salvation, through 
meaning, then this Convention has no 
fi 

Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Redeemer. 
nancial officer, and all aaoountswould be 

Amen. 
paid direct by the State Treasurer to the 

The Journal of Friday last was read and 
person entitled to receive them-to the 
person named in the warrant: Should 

approved. this be the proDer construction of the 

ASSISTANT DOOR-KEEPER QUALIFIED. 

-4ssistant Door-keeper Bentley appeared 
and the President administered the fol- 
lowing oath : 

LL You do swear by Almighty God, the 
searcher of all hearts+ that you will sup 
port the Constitution of the United States, 
and,perform the duties of an oi&er of this 
Convention with fidelity, and that as you 
shall answer to God at, the great day.” 

COYMUNICATION FRON THE AUDITOR 
oENE*BAL. 

A communication from the Auditor 
General was read, giving the cost of the 
Constitutional Convention of 1836-7. The 
communication set forth that the printing 
cost $99,523 40; stenographic reporting, $7,- 
75171; contingenoies, $45,99111. The tram+ 
mitting of debates waa paid out of the oon- 

statute, it is well that the Convention 
should so understand it, and in that case 
it would be relieved, though not properly 
RO, of all responsibility in the ‘matter. 
The resolution under consideration was 
intended to remedy this apparent defect 
or omission in the law, and to cast the re- 
sponsibility .where it properly belong 
upon the Convention; At present, how- 
ever, my purpose is merely to call the at- 
tention of the Convention to the subjeot, 
and to elicit such expreseion and action as 
may properly settle the matter. 

Another defect, too, it strikes me, in the 
law, is that no provision is made for the 
settlement of accounts by the proper ac- 
counting officers of the State-the Audi- 
tor General and State Treasurer; hence 
the greater importance of suitable action 
upon the part of the Convention. The 
resolution was offered in view of an ar- 
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rmgcment at the outs&, which would 
start the Convention right in regard to the 
lin.zncial operations which may properly 
mm0 before us. 

the securing of such reforms as are clcarl> 
demanded by the general sentiment of 
the people. 

On the question, mill the Convention 
proceed to the second reading of the roso- The PRESIDENT. The question is up011 

this rule, which, if adopted, will be con- 
sidered as one of the rules and printed 
with them. 

The resolution was adopted. 

(,I’FICER TO TAKE CHAROE OF COAT- 

ROOX. 

MI-. hi'h~~1s~r3.n offered the following 
resolution, whichwasread: 

l?e.s01vcd, That a suitable person be em- 
ployed to take charge of the coat-room 
during the sitting of the Convention at 
Harris)surg. 1 

0n the rrucstion, will the Convention 
proceed tothe second reading of the reso- 
lution? 

A division was called for, and it was de- 
termined in the affirmative-4140. 

The resolution was again road. 
Mr. ALRXKS moved to amend, by 

striking out the words “a suitable per- 
son,” and inserting in lieu thereof the 
words ‘(the lssistant Door-keel)er.” 

The amendment was agreed to, and the 
rcsointion, as amended, was adopted. 

PURDOS’B DIGEH’T. 

,\Ir. LANDIS offered the fi>llowing reso- 
lution, which was read : 

lZeso2ved, That the Secretary of the 
(‘ommo&caLth bc requostcd to furnish to 
the Convention, for the use of the mem- 
i)rr?, six copies of Pardon’s Digesi. 

011 the question, will the Convention 
pmcscd to the second leAding of the res3- 
1 tlt~on ? 

It, was determined in the negative. 
Mr. Lawu~s. I would like to inquire 

where I can examine a copy of Partlon’b 
Digest 1 

Sir. DARLI~UTOX. Inthclibrary. 
IIfr. LABDIP. I inquired for it this 

morning, and could find none .there. 
* Mr. liarn~. The gcntlen~an c:m buy 

one in Philadelphia. 
Nr. L~NDIR. I am certainly not ex- 

pected to do that. 

IKh'TRl:CTIOES TO COMMITTEES. 

Xr. Nasn olfcrcd the following rcsolu- 
tion, which was read : 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this 
(‘ouvontion that the committees, in pre- 
paring their reports on the SeVeral Sub- 

jectssnbmitted to them, should adhere as 
closely to the text of the present Cons& 
tution of the State is as compatible with 

iution? 
It was determinded in the negative. 

Mr. DARLINGWON moved that the clerk 
be directed to procure printed blank yeas 
and nays forthe use of the Convention. 

The motion 3vas agreed to. 
hlr. HARRY WHITE oEered the follow- 

ing resolution, which was read : 
Resolved, That the Chief Clerk ishereby 

authorized and directed to hare printecl, 
for the use of,the Convention, five htindre~l 
copiesof the rules of the Convention. 

Mr. ICAINE. There is a rcsolntion upon 
thnt subject already upon the table. 

On the question, will the Convention 
proceed to the second reading of the rzso- 
lntion ? 

It was determined in the negative. 

RCSIONATIONX. 

Mr. Bow~ha offered the following TCSO- 

lution, which was road : 
Resoleed, That hereafter thisConvcntioli 

will n% accept the resignation of a*,?- 
member unless the same shall be accom- 
panied with good and sufficient reasons 
therefor, the sufEciency of such TC~SOIIS to 
be determined by the Convention. 

01~ the question, will the Coilvontion 
proceed to the second reading of the rcso- 
lution ? 

It was dctcrminod in the ncg,ltive. 

pointed to confer with thu counci!s of 
PhiIadelphia in relation to the selection 
and arra-ngcment of a hall for the us? of 
the Convention after January 1, 18i3, 
made a report, which was read : 

[See Journal.] 
The report was laid on the tnblc. 

REPOXTrso ASD PRINTINc*. 

Mr. Rr;~r.r~, from the committee of 
fifteen, to whom was referred the resolu- 
tion relating to theSeporting of tho pro- 
cceclings of the Convention, rnadc a re- 
port, which was read as follows : 

.‘That in their opinion it is cxpcdient 
that the proceedings and debatcsof tht> 
Convention be reported. They therefore 
report the following resolution, with the 
recommendation that it be adopted bj 
the Convention : 
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Ilesolved, That the standing Committtec 
on Accounts aud Expenditures be di- 
rected to report what is the proper 
amount of compensation to bc paid to a 
stenographer and his assistants, and that 
Up011 Such a rei)Ort being made and 
:%doptcd bv the Convention the President 
1)~ author&l to appoint a stenographer, 
who shall bc styled the official reporter 
of the Convention; said reporter shall 
employ his own assistants, and shall bc 
solely responsible for the accui3t.e por- 
formance of his and their duties. 

JAMES W. RI. NEWLI?;, 
G 3’ LAXRENC:F . . 

” .J. B. GUTHRIE, 
WAM’L A. PURYIhS CE, 
D. RAINE, 
RILAS M. CLARK, 
W. H. ARMSTRONG, 
WILLIAM J. TURRELL, 
WILLIAM DARLISGTOS, 
I?. B. GOWEN. 

On motion of Mr. NEWLIN, the resoluT 
tion was read a second time. 

The PRESIDE~TT. By that resolution the 
duty of appointing a stenogmphcr dc- 
valves upon the Chair. There are a great 
many applicants for the position, and 
there may be a great difference in their 
qnnlifications. The Chair would suggest 
that it would be a special favor to himself 
not to hart so burdensome a duty cast 
upon him, but that it might be performotl 
by the Committee on Accounts, or somo 
committee designated by the Convention. 

Mr. ,~LRIcIIs. I apprecliate the remarks 
of, the President, and in order to relicvc 
him of any embarrassment I move to 
amend the resolution, by striking out tlie 
words $4 President be authorized to ap- 
point, ” and insert the words “the Convcn- 
tion will now proceed to elect.” 

The amendment was ruled out of order. 
fifr. DARLINC+TOrii~Oved toamend the 

resolution, by striking out all after the 
word “resol~d,~ and inserting in liou 
thereof the following : 

“That it is not expedient that the de- 
bates of this Convention be reported.” 

Mr. GOWEP*‘. Mr. President: I rise to 
suggest to the gentleman that as the ques- 
tion now stands before the Convention his 
amendment is not in order. Tho commit- 
tee does not report to the House any reso- 
lution on the expense of reporting any 
dcbatcs. It simply report6 that it is thu 
opinion of the oommittee that they should 
be reported. In addition to that the com- 
mittee did report one resolution, and that 
resolution IS relative to the appointment 

of :I stenographer. As I understand it that 
question bcforc the House is upon the 
adoption of the resolution reported by the 
committee. If that resolution is amended, 
by striking out all after the word “re- 
solved,” and inserting that it is inespr- 
dient to print the debates of t.hc Convcn- 
tion, effect will be that the report of the 
the committee is this : “ Your cxnnmit- 
tee report that it is expedient that the 
proceedings and debates of the Convention 
be reported, and they t,herefore submit a 
resblution, to wit : That it is not espedi- 
ent that the debates of this Convention be 
reported.” I therefore suggest that the 
amendment is not pertinent to the roso- 
lntiou, but will come up when the report 
of the committee itself is before the Honsc. 

The PRESIDENT ruledtllat the report of 
the committee was not before the C’on- 
vontion. The only thing before the c’on- 
ventiouwastheresolution, and the nmond- 
ment was in order. 

Mr. FUNCII. Mr. President : WonId it 

not be desirable to have some sort of csti- 
mate of the expenses of these report3 
before a vote is taken upon this rcsoln- 

tion f I have no doubt a great many 
members will vote for the reporting of 
the debates if it is not too expensive, &tl 
I would liko to know what the probable 

cost will be before I can vote intelligently 
upon the question. I would therefore 
move that the consideration of this roso- 
lution be postponed, and that a commit- 
tee be appointed to determine the proha- 
ble expense of reporting the proceedings. 
I move to postpone the further considcra- 
tion of the resolution until to-morrow 
morning. 

The motion was not agreed to. 
Mr. IiARRY WHITE. In this conner- 

tion I submit the following amendment 
to tho amendment : 

‘6 That this resolution be referrcd to the 
Committee to be appointed on Printing 
and Bindiug, with authority to report a 
contract for the reporting and printing of 
the prooeedings of the Convention, such 

contract to be subject to the a&ion of the 
Convention.” 

The PRESIDENT. That is not an nmend- 
ment. That is a motion to commit. 

RI~.IIARRY WHITE. The Convention 
will understand that the motion which I 
have just madc is a motion to refer this 
wholo subject to the action of the stand- 
ing Committee on Printing and Binding, 
to be -appointed by the Chair. It occurs 
to me, in that connect,ion, that it is emi- 
nently proper that action of this kind shall 
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be had. There is certainly a great want decifie that they will, then 1 will join with 
of information among the members of my friend from Indiana, or any other 
this Convention, myself included, as to gentleman, in perfecting the details. 
what is the proper compensatiou for tho Mr. IIann~- WIIITE withdrew his mo- 
reporting of the proceedings of this body. tion for the present. 
It seems to be the sense of the majority The question rccnrrcd on the amentl- 
of this body that the reporting and print- ment offcrod by &‘\~r. Darlinlqton to 
ing shaI1 be kept separate and distinct. strike out all after the word “ resolvctl,” 
I don’t know whether that is the ease or and insert the words: “what it is not ex- 
not, but it seems to me that is the sense poclicnt that the debates of this Couvcn- 
of the majority. If that is SO, it OCCUI’S to 
me that we should proceed about this 

tion be reported.” 

matter as we would dispose of any priGate 
On the question, will the Convention 

agree so to amend? 
business transaction. The idea I had in The yeas and naps were required by 
view was to allow the Committee on ;\Ir. Co&ran and Mr. J. P. Wctherill, :md 
Printing and Binding to receive bids w-cre as follow, via : 
from experienced parties upon the sub- 
ject of reporting, and let them exercise T 12 A S. 

their wisest discretion in the acceptance hks6rs. hiney, hndrews, Achcnbach, 
of bids from the best parties-from the Bartholomew, Raer, Baily,(Perry,) Hakcr, 
parties most responsible-and to make a Beebe, Rrodhend, Iiroomall, Curtin. Car- 
contract with those parties-that is, all the bett, C’arter, Church, Co&ran, Collins, 
forms of a contract-and submit that con- Davis, Dimmick, I)nrlington, Ecln-artis, 
tract to this Convention for its action. Farms, Harvey, Hazzard, IIeverin, Hor- 
That is the course that was pursued by ton, Lnmbcrlon, &wrence, Landis, Lit- 
the Convention of the State of Illinois and tleton, Long, M’Cullooh, i\l’hlurray,hlann, 
some other States; that was not the course hletzger, Patton, Porter, Purviance, (hlle- 
pursued by the Convention of the State ghcny,) Purviancc, (Dutler,) Runk, Rus- 
of New York, and the result was that sell, Sharpc, Smith, (Rerks,) Stewart, 
much odium was brought upon the pro- Struthers, Tnrrell, Walker, White, David 
ckedings of that Convention, because of S.,Woodward, Wetherill, (Philndelphia,) 
this want of business precaution at the \Vright and Meredith, I’resideentcil. 
threshold. Furthermore, this Committee 
on Printing and Binding will also have s A Y s . 
jurisdiction of the subject of the printing Messrs. Armstrong, Alricks, Addicks, 
of our proceedings, and they may invite Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Bardslep, How- 
upon the subject of printing the largest man, Royd, Buckalew, Campbell, Cassi- 
competition possible, and when they sub- dy, Clark, Carson, Cronnliller, Curry, 
mit their report, which they will do at an Dodd, Dallas, De France, Dunning, Ellis, 
early day, this Convention can dispose of mliott, Ewing, Fulton, Funck, C;owen, 
it in a business way. Gibson, Guthric, Hall, Hay, Hemphill, 

MR. DARLINQTOX. Mr. President : Hero Howard, Hunsicker, Ka.ine, M’Allister, 
is a proposition for a particular mode of Ji’Camant, M’Clean, MacConnell, hcdc- 

reporting the proceedings of the Conven- Veagh, wantor, Minor, Mott, Xewlin, 
tion. It seems to me, in the natural order Xiles, Parsons, Patterson, (Allegheny,) 
of things, that should come in after this Pugho, Reynolds, .James L., Road, (Phila- 
Convention shall have decided to print delphia,) Reed, (Mitliin,) Rook% Smith, 

‘them. All these amendments, I think, (.Uleyhcny,) Simpson, ‘l’~mpl~, Van 
might fairly be laid aside until the Con- Heed, White, (Indiana,) Wotherill, 
vention has an opportunity of ox- (Schuylkill,) \Vhcrr.v, White, J. W. I”. 
pressing its opinion of the propriety of and Worroll-57. 
printing at all. As a member of the com- So the question was determined in tho 
mittee which reported these rules, I will negative. 
bc found agreeing to the report. We have PAIRED-Mr. J. L. Reynolds with S. 
n.ssumed that it is the temper of the Con- II. Reynolds. 
vcntion to have its proceedings reported, Tho question recurrcd on the resolution 
and WC have acted upon that assumption. presented by the committee of fifteen. 
We may be right in that or not. All I de- Mr. HARRY WHITIS moved that the 
sire is to have a direct vote upon that resolution be referred to the standing 
question-whether we will have them re- Committee on Printing aud Nnding, 
ported at all; and if the Convention when appointed, with instructions to as- 
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rertain and report to the Convention the 
probable expense of reporting, printing 

and binding its proceedings and debates, 
and the best method of doing the same ; 
and that the saidcommittee be instructed 
to report the probable cost of each subject 
referred to separately. 

Mr. ICAINE. Now, Mr. President, I do 
not see what good that reference can pos- 
sibly accomplish. A resolution was otler- 
ed in this Convention a few days ago : 
“Resolved, That this Convention do now 
proceed to the election ofi a stenographer 
for the purpose of reporting the proceed- 
ings and debates of this Convention.” 
That resolution elicited some discussion, 
and, upon a motion, was referred to the 
committee of fifteen. That committee 
bad that resolution under consideration 
for two sittings, at least, and they deter- 
mined, by the report which is now upon 
the table, and which it is now proposed to 
refer, that it was expedient that the de- 
bates and proceedings of this Convention, 
should be reported. Upon the sameques- 
tion a vote has just now been taken in 
this House, and it has been docicled by 
fifty-seven votes to fifty-one that the pro- 
ceedings and dobatcs of this Convention 
shall be reported and published. Now is 
it proposed by this commitment to change 
the action of this House, as regards the re- 
porting and printing of those debates? It 
can answer no other purpose. The reso- 
lution attached to the report of the com- 
mittee of fifteen, made this morning, pro- 
vides that the Committee on Accounts, to 
which it is now proposed to refer this mat- 
ter, shall make a contract, shall make an 
agreement with a competent person to re- 
port the proceedings and debates of this 
Convention, and having done that, then 
the President shall appoint a reporter, 
with competent assistants, to discharge 
those duties. Now, I take it, Jlr. Presi- 
dent, that the referenm of this subject 
matter again to the Committee on Ac- 
counts, for the purpose of reporting the 
cost, will not make any change, or cannot 
make any change, in the action. of this 
House, which has, by its committee, and 
by a solemnvote here this morning, de- 
termined that the proceedings shall,be re- 
ported. The expense will notbe so enor- 
mous that the amount will change the 
opinion of members of this Convention. 
The Committee on Accounts will have 
this thing in charge, to make an agree- 
ment and arrangement as to the price 
at which this work can be done, and make 

dent appoints the reporter. This motion 
certainly can do no good ; it can aecom- 
plisb no end except thut of delay. 

Mr. M'ALLISTER. Mr. Speaker: It 
seems to me that this resolution and the 
amendments bring up the simple ques- 
tion whether we shall eleot these steno- 
graphers, and cast upon them a scpnrnte 
nod distinc: responsibility in connection 
with their own work, or whether we shall 
put themunclertheguidanceanddirection 
of the printer, or the gentleman to whom 
the printing shall be allotted, and I can 
see no possible good reason why they 
should be connected. I most respectfolly 
differ with my friend from Indiana (Mr. 
White) in reference to the mode in which 
this wan done in Illinois. If I read c*r- 
rectly the proceedings of that Convention, 
one of the very first acts was to appoint a 
stenographer and t.o give him power tQ 

employ his assistants, and to hold him 
responsible to the Convention for that 
part of the work. 

M~.HA~RY WHITE. Will the gentle- 
man allow me to interrupt him? 

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Certainly. 
Mr. Iiann~ WHITE. My friend from 

Centre (Mr. M’Allister) is entirely in 
error when he states that I said the Con- 
vention of Illinois let the reporting and 
printing together. On the contrary they 
did not do so, but made a separate con, 
tract for the reporting, which they spread 
upon the record, and which is precisely 
what we want to do. 

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Precisely as this 
committee of fifteen have reported. They 
have reported in favor of a stenographer, 
and that is the question, as I understand, 
now to be amended by uniting with it the 
printing. I am in favor of the printing of 
the debates ; not to afford the members of 
this Convention an opportunity to trans- 
mit what they say to posterity, but to 
afford the people an opportunity to know 
what is going on here-to know our do- 
ings. If we were a Convention of absolute 
powers to impose a Constitution upon the 
people against their will, there would be 

no necessity for printing these debates; 
but i’f we recognize the people as our sov- 
ereigns, if we look to the people for the 

confirmation of what we do, and consider 
all that we do here of no use unless they 
approve of it, why then shall we not 
afford them a correct report oft.he debates 
in this Convention which lead us to the 
conclusions, which lead us to the making 
of this Constitution w-e ask them to ap 

report to that effect, and then the Presi- prove? How is this information to be car- 
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ried down to the people unless we-have the erally arises from ioosoness in the contract, 
proceedings of this Convention properly which enables the printer to charge what 
reported7 I come here prepared to hear he pleases for a large majority of the 
suggestionr+ and arguments, and reasons, w-ork. Those perquisites and those sd- 
from the humblest member of this body, vantages were cut off by the strictness of 
be he ever so illiterate. Upon these srgu- the oontraot, although brief; mnde.in Illi- 
merits, coming from these spumes, I es- nois. There was a stipulation in that oon- 
pect to foqm my opinion, and I expect the traat, not only as to what the printer 
people to form opinions of approval or should have, but also 89 to what he should 
dimpproval upon the very same argu- not have, a stipulation of the work he 
merits. Why shut out the people from should do, and the work for which he 
this knowledge? It is not to be oonoeived should not charge. It was a model con- 
that we are not areadingpeople. Wewere tract, and I hope that at least such a con- 
educated to read by the interest the peo- tnat will be made here by the committee 
ple took in the war, and nine-tenths of to which the making of a contract may be 
the electors of Pennsylvania will’ read referred. If that is done, and w-e cut off 
with interest the prooeediugs of this Con- the printer and the stenographer from all 
vention. the subiect matter in whioh they illegal charges, and from all charges that 
are, every on& personally interested. he & permitted to make by the looseness 
Why shall we not afford them an oppor- of the contnot,’ the people will be satik 
tunity to read whatis done here? And can lied, I am sure. Let us cut off these ior- 
we give them correct knowledge on this morants that hover around public institu- 
subject unless we have a reporter under tions of this kind, looking for what they 
our jurlsdiation? I admit that reporters may pick up. Let us out ourselves off 
may some in here from this and other from them, and I am convinced the peo- 

estates, and that we may have garbled ex- ple will be fully satisfied with our ex- 
tracts in r.eference to the propositions and uonses. 
arguments made here, but nothing under - &fr. If. a.. S&r.ITn. Mr. President : A 
our control in which the people may rely number of gentlemen have come in since 
us the aptual proccedins of this Con- this discussion commenced, and I would 
vention. Now, in the State of Illi- like to hoar the resolution read, as re- 
nois they wisely required the publio ported from the committee of fifteen, to- 

. orinter to nublish tho proceedings+ with- eether with the amendments now before 
Gut aharge, in two papers, one-of each &e Convention. 
uartv renresanted in that Convention. 13~ direction of the President the Clerk 
i‘hose sli^ps from the papers were laid read the resolution, together with the 
upon the tables of the members at twelve 
o’clock of the day succeeding the day on 

pending motions. 

Mr. II. (3. SJIIITII. Now, Mr. President,, 
which the arguments were made and the I 
business transacted. Thoy were revised, 

would like to say a word or two. I have 

and re-set, and correoted by the printers 
had a little experience, both with report- 

without charge. The papers were then 
ers and in the matter of publishing. I 
1 lave ‘given this subject some little 

furnished for distribution to the people, thought. In my opinion, the resolution 
and then ravised and corrated by the 
printer, wit,hout charge, before they went 

as offered, which provides for the employ- 

into the Cbngresstioa& CEO& form. The 
mont of a reporter, who would be an 

whole proceedings of that Convcmtion, 
omoer of this @onvention, a .quasi ,olllcer 

and it was as long in session as this Con- 
under its control, is, if the Convention de- 

vention will be, are contnined in two vol- 
termine that its proceedings shall be re- 

umes and no more! 
ported, the only proper course to pursue. 

Now it seems to me that it is certainly 
The reporting and the printing ought to 
be made distinct matters, and in the em- 

a mistake to be conoerned about the slm- ulovment of a reporter he could be paid 
pie expense of this reporting and print- by the thousand -ems, if you choose, as 
ing. If w-e afford the people who are to was done id. the Illinois Convention, and 
pay for it the information they need, let him employ his own sub-reporters 
the information they must have if they and pay them out of the amount of oom- 
would form correct oonolusions, any ex- pensation deemed reasonable and proper. 
pense incurred will be but slight, will be I understand the amount paid by.the il- 
but little, and the people will bear it, and linois Convention was larger than was 
bear it willingly. The expense, the ex- necessary, and that the most competent 
traordinary expense, of Dhe printing gen- reporters who have presented themselves 
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before this bodg mill render their scrvioes 
for a considerably less sum. The report- 
ing of that Convention cost between 
oightcen and t.wcnty thousand dollars, 
paid for the reporting alone. That ran be 
done for a considerably less sum, I un- 
derstand, by the most compctont report- 
ers in tbc country. If, then, the Convcn- 
tion determine that they will publish the 
debates, in my judgment it ought to em- 
ploy its own reporter, make him subject 
to its control, and hold him, at all times; 
responsible for the manner in which ho 
ctischarges his duties. Having done this, 

l the reports will he furnished just as di- 
rected by the Convention. Then will 
come the question of printing. Xow I 
have heard it intimated that the Public 
Printer of this State claiJns the printing 
of this Convention. Whether the con- 
tract entered into with him bp the Legis- 
lature binds this body or not is a question 
to be determined upon consideration. If 
it dots not, and if this Convention re- 
moves to Philadelphia, as they have de- 
termined to do, it would be found more 
convenient for this Convcution to have its 
printing done in that city, and, in my 
judgment it would be more cheaply and 
more satisfactorily done. I have under- 
stood from a gentleman who had some 
oonverantion with Mr. Lippincott that 
that house, one of the host printing 
houses in the United States, and so large 
in its operations that it can afford to bc 
perfectly honest-have suggested a plan 
by which the reports of this Convention 
might be published in a very proper and 
I suppose a very satisfactory manner. If 
the idea I am mentioning should prevail, 
that this Convention should spread its 
proceedings bcforc the people as they take 
place, the propor w&y to do would be to 
publish them in something like a daily 
record. SOW that could be published by 
such a house as the Lippincotts in snch a 
shape as the daily Globe is furnished. -1 
copy of that could be laid upon the desks 
of members the morning after the dc- 
llntos took place, certainly not later. than 
the second morning. In the meantime 
your reporter could allow every member 
who chose to do so to correct his speeches 
in mxnuseript. After the mntter was 
furnished to the Convention, however, I 
apprehend it would not be well to make 
serious corrections. That sort of thing 
nhou!d be done beforehand. Having been 
furnished to this Convention in the shape 
of a paper, something like the daily Globe, 
verbal and typographical errors might 

bc corrected after that without sorio\!% 
objections from the publishers whoever 
they Jnight be. Then they could nJ:?k? 
that matter up in such shape as the?’ 
chose, stereotype it and famish such 
hound copies of the proceedings to thiv 
Convention as might be ordered. It 
seems to me that the ndopt.ion of a plan 
like this wonld giye this Convention, if it 
dcterlninc to have reports, just such rc- 
ports as it would desire, and give them to 
it in the cheapest aud very best manner. 

As the gentleman from Centre (Mr. 
M’Allister) has said, there are all sorts o: 
opportunities for jobbing in printing. i 
have bcon reliably informed by member? 
of the Lcgislatore, those who ought t:) 
know, that the cards tacked on the desks 
of members of the Legislature cost as much 
as one dollar apiece, or $133 for 133 cards. 
Now a job printer will print them for yoc 
in the city ofHarrisburgorPhiladell~bi:J, o! 
e!sewhere,forflve dollarsandmnken~oJJe~ 
on it. I merely throw this out in order 
to show the importance of what is urged. 
that when a contract comes to be maire i;, 
should be made with all the provision* 
necessary for the protection of the Stat(l. 

hfr. ~AHTHO~~OMEW moved to ameutl. 
by adding to the instructions of the co!11- 
inittee the following : 

“And thnt said committee be instrua:c~E 
to report the probable cost of each sn\~,:c~~ 
referred, sepnratcly.” 

Mr. HARRY WIIITE accepted the amcntl- 
ment offered by Mr. Bartholomew. 

Sir. WITIGRRY moved to amend, by strik- 
ing out all after the word CL Convention.‘” 
and inserting in lieu thereof the wor(!q 
“what work shall be done by stenog!:J- 
pher or stcnographcrs, and how much 
per one thousand ems shall be paid for thr 
same.” 

The nmondmcnt of Mr. Wherry was no: 
agreed to. 

The question then recurred, will ?ht, 
Convention agree to the motion of Mr. 
Harry White ? 

Mr. BO~EN. Mr. President : I thl:;k i; 
this Convention unde&tood thorna&. 
the action of the committee of fifteen, 3 
large majority wonld be in favor of g-~ct- 
ting rid of a difficulty that now embar- 
rasses us, and nctin,g favorably upon thus 
report of that committee. It must, be VP- 
membered that nothing was referred t(a 
that committee on the subject of printing. 
Therefore I nm opposed to mixing up thra 
question of printing with the question o? 
reporting. The sole question upon which 
the committee of fifteen were dosirctl b,v 
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the Convention to report was upon the 
1)ropriety of having the debates of the 
Clonvention reported ; and, second, upon 
the appointment or election of a proper 
and competent person to do the work. 
Sow that committee reported, as its opin- 
ion, that the entire debates and prooeed- 
ings should be published. That action 
leas been sustained by a vote of this Con- 
vention. The second question, and the 
question that is really the only one under 
consideration, and which it is the dispsi- 
tion to get rid of for the present by com- 
mitting it to another committee, is this: 
Sl~all the, Convention have a reporter of 
its own, subject to the orders of the Con- 
vention, and responsible alone to the Con- 
vention for the faithful performance of his 
duties? Sow the report of the commit- 
tee of fifteen was this: That the first thing 
to bc done upon that subject was to ask 
of the Committee upon Accounts and Es- 
penditures to report to this Convention 
what compensation should be paid for re- 
porting its proceedings. The language of 
that resolution is such that the Committee 
upon Accounts and Expenditures can 
report how much shall be paid for the en- 
tire job, of how much shall be paid per 
day, or how much per thousand ems, as 
they see fit. What I desire of the com- 
mittee of fifteen, which desire I am sure 
will be shared by a great number of this 
Convention, is that the compensation to 
be paid for this service should be fixed 
definitely before anybody was appointed 
to act under it, so that the appointment 
should not be made in a hurry, and after- 
wards a large bill run up against the 
State for noting under it. Therefore, if 
the resolution, as it came from the Com- 
mittee, is finally adopted by the Conven- 
tion, the result will be this: First, that 
the Committee on Accounts and Expendi- 
tures will determine what is the proper 
compensation to be paid, and upon that 
report being accepted and adopted by the 
House then, and not until then, will the 
reporter be appointed or elected. If ap- 
pointed, it will be by the President. If 
the President asks, as be has asked, to 
be relieved from that duty, the resolution 
can be amended by having him elected 
by the Convention, and this troublesome 
business will be over. Hut the point of 
the resolution, and the gist of it, is that 
there shall be one single person, solely 
responsible to this House for the pertorm- 
ante of his duties, and before his appoint- 
ment his compensation shall be fixed. 

Now I apprehend that these little mat- 

ters like this question are the most 
troublesome we will be annoyed with, 
and a large number of the members of 
this Convention would be cxceedinglp 
glad if they could get rid of them and not 
be troubled with them anv more. I 
therefore trust the motion 0; my friend 
from Indiana (Mr. White) will not pre- 
vail. The committee of Afbeen have re- 
ported a resolution which, il adopted, will 
release every member of this Convention 
from embarrassment, and we will have a 
competent committee to fix the salary oc 
compensation. When that is done the 
President will appoint, or tho Conveution l 

will elect, a man to report; that being 
accomplished we are rid of one question 
and one only. When the question of 
printing comes up-xx1 I hope this ques- 
tion of reporting will not be in any man- 
ner connected with it-it c&n be referred 
to the Committee on Printing, and they 
cnn report on it. I thercforo trust it will 
not be re-commttod to another oommittec. 

Mr. M~cVsacin. Mr. President: I am 
sorry to trouble the Convention, but I 
want to explain that it is precisely for the 
reasons that the gentleman from Philadel- 
phia (Mr. Gowon) has given for support- 
ting the original resolution that I support 
this motion. It does not necessarily con- 
nect the two subjects together-reporting 
and printing-ftxrther than this, that 
those of us who want information upon 
the total expenditure, likely to be in- 
curred, shall have it before we are re- 
quired to vote yc?a or nay upon the ques- 
tion of the appointment of a stenographer. 
The difference bctwoen his resolution, 
the resolution of his committee, and the 
amendment which I had prepared, and 
which is now in another form, the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. White) dialers only in this respect : 
That of proposing to ascertain the es- 
pense of reporting, and then to procoed 
to commit the Convention to reporting 
what is the value of reporting without 
printing? I wish to know, at the smno 
time, what will be the probable expense 
of printing the reports, so that I may 
vote intelligently upon the primary ques- 
tion of reporting. It is not to confound 
tho things together, it is not to join the 
things together, but it is to have the 
information upon both subjects before 
we vote upon either, because I confess 
I will be largely influenced in voting 
by the consideration of the probable ex- 
pense of the printing. Therefore it is that 
I trust gentlemen will vote for this mo- 
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tion in order that the entire information 
desired may be laid before the House. 

Mr. W. Ii. SMITH. I would like to in- 
quire of the mover what process is to be 

-taken to ascertain this. If you want to 
find out the probable expense, I take it 
that the first thing you will do is to get 
bids for printing. Then you must take 
some other means, unknown to me, to find 

’ out how much is to be p&d for reporting. 
Is this committee to invite proposals, and 
from the proposals make out that part of 
the expense? Then how is this committee 
to ascertain the probable expense unless 
they can tell how much printing there is 
to be done? 

On the question, will the Convention 
agree to the motion to commit 9 

The yea; and nays were required by Mr. 
Harry White and Mr. Elliott, and were as 
follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Addicks, Ainey, Andrews, Arm- 
strong, Baily, (Perry,) Baker, Bardsley, 
Beebe,Bowman,Broomall, Carter, Church, 
Cochran, Curry, Darlington, De France, 
Dimmick, Edwards, Fell, Fulton, Funck, 
Hanna,Hezzard,Hort<n, Howard, Knight, 
Lilly, Littleton, MacConnell, M’Culloch, 
MaoVeagh, Mann, Mantor, Minor, Parsons, 
Patterson, D. W., Patton, Porter, Purvi- 
anee, John N., Reed, Andrew, Russell, 
Sharpe, Simpson, Smith, Henry W., Stan- 
ton, Stewart, Struthers, Van Reed, Wal- 
ker, White, David N., White, Harry and 
Meredith, President-S. 

YEAS, 

Messrs. Achenbach, Alricks, Baer, Bai- 
ley, (Huntingdon,) Bannan, Bartholo- 
mew, Boyd, Brodhead, Buckalew, Camp- 
bell, Cassidy, Clark, Collins, Corbett, Cor- 
son, Cronmiller, Curtin, Cuyler, Dallas, 
Davis, Dunning, Elliott, Ellis, Ewing, Gib- 
son, Gowen, Guthrie, Hall, Harvey, Hay, 
Hemphill, Heverin, Hunsicker, Kaine, 
Lamberton, Landis, Lawrence, Lear, 
Long, M’Allister, M’Camant, M’Clean, 
M’Murray, Meteger, Mott, Newlin, Niles, 
Patterson, T. H. B., Pughe, Purviance, 
Samuel A., Read, John R., Rooke, Ross, 
Runk, Smith, H. G., Smith, W. H., Tem- 
ple, Turrell, Wetherill, J. M., Wetherill, 
John Price, Wherry, White, 6. W. F., 
Woodward, Worrell and Wright-G5. 

So the question was determined in the 
negative. 

The question recurred on the resolution 
as reported from the committee. 

6 

Mr. NEWLIX. In accordance with the 
expressed wish of the President, as made 
to the Convention, I now move to strike 
out SO much of the resolution reported by 
the committee of fifteen as vests the ap- 
pointment of a stenographer in the Presi- 
dent, and make the election by the Con- 
vention. 

Mr. A~ILISTRONQ. Mr. President : I de- 
sire to offer resolutions, by way of amend- 
ment, to strike out and insert, whiah 
would probably avoid the amendment 
the gentleman suggests. 

The resolut,ions were read, as follows : 
Resolved, That the President appoint a 

temporary stenographic reporter of all the 
debates and proceedings of the Conven- 
tion, who shall appoint his own assistants, 
and shall continue until further ordered 
by the Convention. 

Re.soZved, That the standing Committee 
on Printing and Binding, when appointed, 
be instructed to receive proposals and re- 
port to the Convention as soon as possible 
the draft of a contract for the reporting, 
printing and binding, or for each sepa- 
rately, as they may deem best; and that 
upon the approval by the Convention of a 
contract or contracts for the same, the 
duties of the reporters appointed by the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth shall 
cease. 

The PRESIDENT. The amendment is 
not, at present, in order. 

The motion of Mr. Newlin was then 
agreed to. 

Mr. ARMSTROXC~. Mr. President i I now 
renew my resolutions. 

The PRESIDXNT. The Chair will again 
express his entire unwillingness toaasume 
the duties of the appointment of a sten+ 
grapher. The Convention knows that a 
heavy duty is now imposed upon him, 
and that he is endeavoring to appoint the 
standing committees, and to impose upon 
him the burden of selecting a steno- 
grapher from all the applicants, he feels 
would be thrusting upon him what the 
Convention would probably not desire. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Then I withdraw the 
first resolution and leave the second one 
as the proposed amendment. I desire, in 
this connection, to make a few explaua- 
tory remarks. As it stands at present the 
reports of the Convention are made by 
stenographers, who have been appointed 
by the Secretary of the Commonwealth 
under his original power. They have not 
yet been recoguised by the Convention 
as offloial stenographers of the Conven- 
tion. Whilst I signed the report as one of 
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the majority of the committee of fifteen, 
it is not improper to state that the views 
of the committee were not entirely in ac- 
cord upon that question. There was a 
diversity of opinion upon a variety of sub- 
j ects touching this question. My own im- 
pression is that we have not sufficient in- 
formation to justify this Convention in 
entering into any fixed contract, nor 
would it be proper for us to enter into any 
contract until the Convention is put in 
possession, in detail, not only of the du- 
ties to be performed, but of the proper 
prices to be paid for the performance of 
those duties. The resolution I propose is 
simply this: That when the Committee 
on Printing is appointed this whoIe sub- 
ject shall be referred to them, with in- 
structions to receive proposals and report 
either one contract, or two or three, cover- 
ing the reporting, printing and binding. 
When they report those proposals and the 
draft of a contract to the Convention, then 
wvo will have before us such matter as will 
enable us to act judiciously on the gucs- 
tion. In the meantime, I know of no 
other mode by which the Convention can 
save itself from, at least, possible imposi- 
tion, unless we take up more time in de- 
bating the details than I think the Con- 
vention would be willing to consume in 
that manner. If the question is referred 
to a committee not yet appointed, but 
who will doubtless be selected for their 
knowledge and experience on the snbject 
.:tssigned to them, we only impose upon 
.them a duty for the performance of which 
i,hey are appointed. And if we take from 
them the duty imposed by this resolution 
I know not what duty is to be assigned to 
them. 

One word further: It is a question open 
to very grave consideration whether this 
contract for the reporting and printing 
should be embraced in one contract. 
There are reasons to be assigned on both 
vides of t,hat question. On the one hand 
ii the reporting and printing are in sepa- 
rate contracts, there is a lia$ility that the 
<‘onvention may have difiiculty in as- 
signing the due responsibility to each. 
If they are combined, the Convention 

lnm readily hold the con ractor to the 
terms of his contract, and have a responsi- 
ble person who will answer to any com- 
.plaints of the Convention. NOW, upon 
that important question, I think it proper 
that we should be instructed by the careful 

-consideration of the committee appointed 
fJr the purpose, who will report to US the 
proposals they ma.y receive, and inform 

the Convention of whatever facts arc nc- 
cessary for a wise conclusion upon the 
matter. 

Mr. GO~EX Mr. President: I dislike 
to get up again, but this is substantially 
the same resolution that has just been 
voted down. It seems to me to have for 
its object the comiecting of the printing 
and the reporting together. Nom the 
resolution, as it came from the committee * 
of fifteen, does not commit this House to 
the making of any contract until the 
compensation is fixed. Therefore, this ipi 
simply a motion to rc-commit, and to 
give the committee power to take into 
consideration the printing as well as tho 
reporting, and to mix the two together, 
and is substantially the same as the reso- 
lution that has just been voted down. 

Mr. WOOD~AKD. Mr. President : This 
whole subject has become incomprehen- 
sible to me. I cannot understand it. The 
Convention, by a small majority, (which, 
possibly, if the Convention had been full 
would have been the other way,) decided 
to have a stenographic report of our de- 
bates. Now the gentleman proposes to 
refer to a committee, hereafter to be ap- 
pointed, the consideration of the cost of 
that report. Well, sir, suppose that corn-- 
mittee should make a report upon the 
cost that would satisfy the majority of 
this Convention that they had inado a mis- 
take in voting down the amendment of 
my friend ftom Chester (Mr. Darlington.) 
Let us look at this thing a little. I have 
not heard, in what has been said this 
morning, any allusion whatever to tho 
report of the Auditor General on the es- 
penses of the Convention of 1837. If 1 
understood that report, as read from the 
Clerk’s desk this morning, it amounts to 
one hundred and six thousand dollars, 
besides postage and transportation, items 
which ho could not specify because paid 
out of a contingent fund and mixed up 
with other matters. If those items wcro 
ascertained, my belief is that the aggrc- 
gate expense of this job of the last Con- 
vention would bo found to bc not less 
than one l~unclred and fifty thousand dol- 
lam. Then, I assnm~, and I. take it th&t 
the best informed gentlemen on this lloor 
will concur in my opinion, that the simi- 
lar work cannot be donc at the present 
day, and at present prices, for less than 
double that sum. WV~ may as well under- 
stand that this job v-c are now setting ul, 
is going to cost the people of Pcnnsylv%- 
nia something like three hundred thou- 
sand dollars. Well, sir, suppose this com- 
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mittec should come to that conclusion, 
what then becomes of the resolution al- 
ready adopted by the yeas and nays that 
we will have a report ? 

Mr. MACVEAOH. Wo such resolution 
has been adopted. 

Mr. WOOD~ARD. Perhaps the gentle- 
man is technically correct. The gentle- 
man from Chester (Mr. Darlington) 
moved that it is inexpedient to employ a 
stenographer, and that question, as I un- 
derstand it, by a majority of seven, was 
voted down, among whom was my friend 
from Dauphin (Mr. MacVeagh.) The 
motion that it was inexpedient to employ 
a reporter was voted down by a majority 
of seven ; I am not’mistsken about that 5 
think. I suppose then the Convention 
means to say that it is expedient to em- 
ploy a reporter. And this gentleman 
voted for that, aud he says he is not in 
favor of the employment of one. 

Mr. MACVIZA~H. I do not know whether 
I am or not until I know something about 
the cost of employing one. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Well, sir, I wish we 
could come to a direct vote whether we are 
to have a reporter or not, for from what I 
learn from my friend from Dauphin-my 
very intelligent friend-he did not com- 
prehend the question on which he voted, 
and a question that he cannot compre- 
hend is not very comprehensible. 

Mr. MACVEAC+H. The difficulty was 
not in my comprehending the question, 
but in his comprehending my statement. 
I voted against Nr. Darlington’s motion 
because I thought it was premature until 
we had the info?mation in regard to the 
probable cost of the reporting and print- 
ing, and I am unable now to decide 
whether it is expedient or inexpedient to 
employ a stenographer until we know 
what probable expense that involves. 

Mr. WOODWA~D. Well, sir, I dont know 
what the erpenso will be, but I believe it 
will be so large as to render it inexpedient 
to employ a stenographer. hIark my 
word, whatever it may cost, one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars, two hundred 
thousand dollars, or two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars, it is a work that will 
not sell for a thousand dollars in any mar- 
ket in the world; and after we have ex- 
ljended ono, or two, or three thousend 
~i:~llars I am afraid the people will reject 
all our work and all our amendments. 
1-0~ may depend upon it, gentlemen, it 
is a mistake. Stenographic reporting has 
become a great science, or rather art. It 
has greatly improved since 1836. Why, 

in the Convention ot 1830 we had a Mr. 
John Agg, who could neither read nor 
write a stenographic character. He did 
not know the first principles of the .art. 
He employed some young men who had 
some knowledge on the subject. But 
since his day the art h2ts grown to a great 
profession, and gentlemen command high 
prices. There are stenographers in Wash- 
ington, and in all the States, if you em- 
ploy to write down every word that is 
uttered here you have got to pay, and 
pay them well, for they are a profession 
that deserve to be well paid, and if they 
perform their work well they deserve to 
be paid. And in this matter of printing, 
what did we hear this morning in regard 
to these cards on our desks? 

Mr. 1~. G. SIMITH. I beg leave to sly. l 

that the State Printer, who is on the floor 
of this House, has informed me that 1 
was mistaken in the statement that these 
cards cost one dollar a piece. I was so 
informed by a member of the Legislature, 
but I do not want to do injustice to any- 
body, and Iwithdraw the statement. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I am glad to hear it. 
But stenographic reporting may cost ?ny- 
thing, no man can tell what. Every gen- 
tleman may lay it home to his heart that 
it will cost at least double what it did in 
183i. If it cost one hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars then, it ~111 cost three 
hundred thousand dollars now. I think 
I have said enough to intimate that I am 
opposed to this whole thing. 

Mr. S~ar~soa. I donot understand that 
the House, when it voted down the propo- 
sition of the gentleman from Chester, 
(Mr. Darlington,) committed itself to the 
converse of his proposition. Like the 
gentleman from Dauphin (Mr. Mac- 
Veagh) I voted against that proposition 
becnuse I want to know what the proba- 
blo cost of reporting the proceedings will 
be before I commit myself to vote for a 
stenographic report of the debates of the 
Convention. I have no doubt that there 
will be a great many words of wisdom 
uttered here, and if they can be reported 
at a reasonable price, and sent down to 
posterity, I am, for one, willing to vote 
for a reasonnble sum. If it would cost 
an unreasonable sum I would vote against 
it. I therefore voted against the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from Chester, (Mr. 
Darlington,) and propose to vote for tho 
propoaition of the gentleman from Ly- 
coming, (Mr. Armstrong,) and I ask this 
Convention not to commit itself to the 
question until they know what the oosr 
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will be. We will be held responsible by 
the people of this Commonwealth if we 
put a burden upon them they ought not 
to bear. If the reporting and printing 
can be let for a reasonable sum, I am 
willing to assume my share of that re- 
sponsibility, but I want to know, before 
I cast my vote upon this proposition, 
what that sum is, so that I can determine, 
by my judgment, whether it be proper 
or improper, whether it is reasonable or 
not. I hope the Convention will adopt 
the resolution of the gentleman from Ly- 
coming, so that the people will not charge 
us with extravagance in the inception of 
the proceedings here. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair wishes to 
state how the cluestion stands. The 
amendment moved by the gentleman 
from Lycoming (Mr. Armstrong) is to 
amend the original resolution, as reported 
from the committee, by instructing a dif- 
ferent committee upon a different subject, 
and the Chair is of the opinion that it is 
not in order. The cluestion is thereforo 
on the orignal resolution as amended. 

Mr. SAMUEL A. PURVIAKCX moved to 
amend, by adding the following : 

“And that said reports of the debates 
of said. Convention shall be limited to 
speeches and discussions actually made 
and delivered within the bar of the Con- 
vention.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The resolution, as amended, was then 

agreed to. 
Mr. AXXSTROXG, on leave, offered the 

following resolution, which was twice 
read : 

Resolved, That the standing Committee 
on Printing and Binding, when appoint- 
ed, be instructed to receive proposals and 
report to the Convention as soon as possi- 
ble the draft of a contract for the report- 
ing, printing and binding, or for each 
separately, as they may deem best, and 
that, upon the approval by the Conven- 
tion of a contract or contracts for the 
same, the duties of the reporters ap- 
pointed by the Secretary of the Common- 
wealth shall cease. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President: It 
strikes me that the resolution now pend- 

. Ing before the Convention comes in con- 
fliot with the resolution the Convention 
just adopted. It places the Committee 
on Printing and the Committee on AC- 

counts and Expenditures in direct colli- 
sion with each other on the same subject 
matter, as I understand it; and, besides 
that, it proposes that, at a certain time, 

the duties of the reporters appointed by 
the Secretary of the Commonwealth shall 
cease. I think that this resolution, hav- 
ing been intended to fit to the resolution 
previously adopted, and having been 
ruled out of order as an independont pro- 
posit.ion, nil1 not answer the purpose. I 
think, therefore, that the resolution ought 
either to be changed or voted down for 
that reason. If the proposition was to in- 
struct the Committee on Printing to take 
into consideration the subject of a con- 
tract for printing alone, leaving every- 
thing about reporting out of it, then it 
would bc perfectly proper. But now it 
unites reporting and printing, and brings 
the two into collision. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is not of 
the opinion that the resolution clashes 
with the resolution already adopted to 
such an extent as to make it out of order. 

Mr. COCHRAN. I did not intend to 
raise it as a point of order, but intended 
to submit it to the consideration of the 
Convention, whether the two did not col- 
lide with each other. 

Mr. 8. A. PURVIAXCE. Mr. President : 
If I understitnd this resolution rightly it 
involves a good deal more, it seems to 
me, than is intended by many of the gen- 
tlemen upon this floor. It seems to im- 
ply at least the right of that committee to 
make a contract for the reporting and 
printing of the proceedings of the Con- 
vention. To present a’ draft of a contract 
is certainly taking one step towards 
making a contract, and probably might 
be considered as binding upon this Con-” 
vention. 

Eow, Nr. President, it seems to me 
there have been attempts, one after an- 
other, in this Convention, to place this 
printing in a certain direction. Let us 
inquire, first, whether we have the power 
to step aside of a contract which has al- 
ready been made. I hold in my hand a 
bill passed by the Legislature of 1871, in 
which they designate rates for printing of 
every kind, and in which they designate 
the way and manner by which the public 
printer shall be selected, and I beg leave, 
sir, just to read that short section. After 
enumerating the rates of printing of every 
description, according to the terms known 
only to printers, they proceed to say this: 

“That on Tuesday, the fourth day of 
April next, the two Houses of the Legis- 
lature shall meet in-joint convention, in 
the hall of the House of Representatives, . 
andlet the public printing and binding 
for three years from and after the 30th 
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day of June next, according to the provi- 
sions of the act of April Oth, 1850, and its 
several supplements.” 

Now, sir, in pursuance of that act, I am 
told that the two Houses met in joint con- 
vention, and that they let the printing to 
the lowest bidder ; and therefore it is that 
I undertake to say that. there is a contract 
-an outstanding contract. 

Now, sir, suppose that committee re- 
commend another contract, or another 
mode of making a contract, and that is 
adopted by your Convention, may not the 
State, to some extent, be involved in a lia- 
bility to a very large amount, and may 
not this State Printer, while not having 
the power to sue the State, present him- 
self from year to year to your Legislature 
and claim that he is entitled to receive a 
large sum of money, under the termsand 
conditions of the contract made in pursu- 
ance of the act of 1671? Therefore I say, 
as preliminary to all this, it strikes me 
that this question is whether this word 
“ public” in that section covers all the 
printing of the State. All that should be 
properly considered bytheJudiciary Com- 
mittye, perhaps, as a legal question, before 
we give this work to anybody else. 

Mr. LANDIS. Mr. President: As I un- 
derstand the resolution as submitted, if 
passed, by the Convention, we are com- 
mitted to the reporting of the debates of 
this Convention; and if we are thus com- 
mitted to the reporting of thorn, we are 
committed to all the expense that mill 
necessarily follow from the publication of 
these proceedings. 

Now, sir, I confess that I have watched 
the debates upon this subject with some 
considerable interest, not so far as I myself 
am concerned as a member of the Con- 
vention, but SO far as the expenses are 
concerned as relating to the State at large. 
I. have listened with some interest and at- 
tcntion to the statements made by Judge 
Woodward, and I confess that when he 
stated last meek upon the floor of this 
IIouse that the expense of reporting 
the proceedings of the last Convention 
amounted in the aggregate to $100,000, I 
at the time supposed he must bemistaken, 
and that it could not have cost the enor- 
nlous sum of $100,000. But it appears 
that in pursuance of some resolution 
passed last week, the Auditor General 
has furnished this Convention a statement 
of the cost of the reporting and printing 

’ of the proceedings of that Convention, 
and, if I recollect rightly, it amounted to 
something in the neighborhood of @50,000 

or $160,000. I submit, is it not fair to con- 
clude that in consequence of the great ad- 
vance made in the art of reporting, and 
remembering that in all probability the 
debates of this Convention will be quite 
as voluminous as the debates of the last 
Convention, and remembering also that 
there will now be much fuller reports of 
them. I submit, if it is not fair to con- 
clude that the debates of this Convention 
will cost at least twice as much as the de- 
bates of the last one. Therefore, if we 
commit ourselves to the present resolu- 
tion, we are undoubtedly putting our- 
selves in a position that will fix upon the 
State a debt of not less than $300,000. 
Now, sir, is it worth that? Is it necessary 
that we should perpetuate, at so great a 
cost, all that is said uponthis floor, all that 
is here read, all that is here done, all that 
men here choose to give utterance to in 
the proceedings of this Convention? I 
submit, sir, it is not equal to the cost. The 
people don’t expect it; they only ask that 
you sha,ll give them something upon 
which to pass, leaving us to decide upou 
what shall be our action ; and they ask in 
turn’when me are done that they shall 
pass upon the integral result, and not 
upon the mere reasons, language or argu- 
ments that have influencedius in arriving 
at that result. 

It appears to me there is some incon- 
sistency in the minds of some gentlemen 
of this Convention. I thought this morn- 
ing that a copy of Purdon’s Digest would 
be a very useful appendage to this Con- 
vention, and I tried to get one to look at 
an act of Assembly, but I could not find 
one, and was told there was none to bo 
had. I presented a resolution asking the 
Secretary to provide us with a small n~nn- 

her. A clamor arose allaround the House, 
“No, no ; we don’t want it.” I supposed 
an economical At had taken possession of 
this assembly ; but now, when it comes to 
the question of reporting our proceedings, 
why gentlemen who voted against that 
resolution are loud and clamorous that 
the proceedings of this Convention shall 
be reported. . It strikes me that there is 
some inconsistency about it. I appeal, 
therefore, to the Convention in behalf of 
economy ; and I have voted uniformly 
this morning so far as this question is 
concerned, against making any report of 
the proceedings; and, as I understand now, 
that to vote “aye” will be to vote for the 
reporting of the, Convention, I have 
thought fit to rise and give briefly the 
reasons why I shall vote “no.” 
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Mr. J. W. F. WHITE. Mr. President : 
I voted for the resolution passed a few 
minutes ago, that the Committee on hc- 
counts and Expenditures should report 
what expense would probably be incurred 
by having the reports made, and I did it 
not supposing that I had committed my- 
self to the employment of a stenographer. 
That was not the motive that inliuenccil 
me to vote for that resolution, but simpl? 
because I desire information upon it. I 
intend to vote for the motion bcforc us, 
not intending thereby to commit myself 
to any contract that this committee may 
report; but I desire all the light and in- 
formation upon this subject that I can ob- 
tain ; and then, when I know about the 
probable cost of reporting and publishing 
the proceedings of this Convention, then 
I am prepared to vote upon that question ; 
but I apprehend we cannot vote upon that 
intelligently now, and these two resolu- 
tions are simply calling for information, 
and for that very information that will 
enable the Convention to understand 
thoroughly this question and vote intelli- 
gently upon it. I thcrofore vote for both 
or them. 

1RIr. GOWEN. Mr. President: I agree 
with all that has been said by tho gentlc- 
man from York, (Mr. Cochran,) that this 
resolution is in direct conflict with the one 
adopted ; and I agree with the gcntlcmnn 
from Allegheny, (Mr. Pnrrianco,) thtlt the 
rights of the State Printer in this qnes- 
tiou should be investigated beforc action 
js taken ; and Iagree with the economical 
gentlemen who think no contract sl~o~~lcl 
be made unless we have information be- 
forehand. In order to meet all these ques- 
tions, I move to amend the rrsolntion, by 
striking out all after the word “resolved,” 
and inserting the following : 

“That the Committee on Printing and 
Binding, when appointed, be directed to 
report whether the contract between the 
State and the present public printer en- 
titles such printer to the printing and 
binding of the Convention, and if their 
report upon this subject be in the nega- 
tive, then to reccivc and report to the 
Convention bids for the printing and bind- 
ing of the Convention.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 
l\lr. MANN. Mr. President: I think 

them are a good many on this floor ~110 

are in the condition of the gentleman 
from Philudclphia (Mr. Gowcn.) wo 
have complicated this question in SUC~I il 
way that many of us certainly cannot 
vote either one way or the other without, 

to sonic cxtcnt, voting against our idea* 
of what ought to be done ; and to rclicrc 
myself of the difficulty I am in, I mov(1 
the indefinite postponement of the ~1101~ 
subject. I do that simply that I may put 
myself in a position to vote according to 
lrly convictions. I snpposc upon that rno- 
tion the whole question is up for dcbntc, 
and it is for that reason, in part, that I dc- 
sired to make it. 

Those of us who voted that it was ilr- 
expedient to report the proceedings of 
this Convention, if nothing else was saitl 
or done, might bc put in a hlse position. 
For myself I desire that thesc procced- 
ings should be reported in the fullest and 
most complete manner; but I believe that 
private enterprise is the safest hands in 
which to leave this reporting. I bclievc 
the statement that the world is govcrnc’l 
too much would apply as well to this 
question before us as to others. The trntll 
is known to every member of this hod?-. 
that the only reports of the proceedings 
and debates of this Convention that will 
he read, are the reports that will bc made 
by the daily papersof the State ; they will 
be read; the others will be put away on 
shelves and never be read. Xow, then. 
what is the use of making thcnl? Tllc~ 
Journal of this Convention will 11c kept 
and printed, of course. Does not that 
contain all that is necessary to preserve in 
an official form for the instruction of the 
people-for their instruction as to whether 
they will adopt or reject the proccrding:; 
of this Convention? They will get all 
their information from the reports 1rt:ttic~ 
iit the daily papers, for which tllc (:onl- 
monwcalth will pay nothing. It will ljc 
left entirely to private cnterprisc. It is 
for that reilson that I shall rote for,the iI\- 
dctinitc postponement of the whole (IUCS- 

tion ; it was for that reason I voted for tllc 
motion of the gentleman from (.%2stc-‘r 
(Mr. Darlington.) 

Now, the difliculty that arises in the 
mindsof several gentlemen in the posi- 
tion inwhichwe are fiucd,is the resolution 
offeredby the wmmittecof fifteen, simplr 
referring to the Committee on Accounts tllC 
cost of reporting. It left out entirely the 
cost of printing; and the report of the 
Auditor General this morning, of the cost 
of the printing and reporting of the Con- 
vcntion of X17, shows that the cost of rc- 
porting was but an insignificant itom ; the 
cost of printing was what made the gross 
rates. If wo commit ourselves to the. 
question of reporting, tllcn of course tllo 
printing must be done; so that if me adopt 
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the resolution of the committee of fifteen 
we commit ourselves to the entire cost of 
reporting and printing, without any in- 
formation as to what the cost of printing 
would be. 

Now, Mr. President, it did seem tome- 
it does yet-that this was an unwise course 
to take, and that we are moving in this 
matter with undue haste, and that we 
ought to be better informed upon this 
question of the cost of printing. It is 
charged upon the Legislature of the State 
that they have managed this matter in 
a very bungling way-that there has. 
been a constant jobbing on this question 
of printing. I think if the members will 
reflect a moment they will have some 
occasion to ask themselves whether we 
are about to manage this question any 
better than the Legislature has. It 
seems to me that unless we give some 
heed to the remarks of the gentleman 
from Pittsburg (Mr. Purviance) we will 
not manage it as well. There has been a 
great effort made upon the part of the 
Legislature to bring this question of print- 
ing into proper methods of being execu- 
ted. Snmc of the best talent of the State 
has been devoted to that question-the 
question of bringing into an economical 
and honest channel this question of print- 
ing ; yet it seems to me the motions made 
this morning propose to ignore all this 
effort at our hands and get up some new 
plan. I am entirely,opposed to it. I think 
we ought to avail ourselves of the experi- 
ence of the Legislature, and of the work 
that they have done, and that it would be 
better that we should make some inquiries 
and inform ourselves of the statutes that 
we have upon the statute-book, regulating 
this question of printing, before we hastily, 
and without inquiry, commit ourselves to 
the enormous expense that the gentleman 
from Philadelphia (Mr. Woodward) well 
says will result from the action now con- 
templated. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will ob- 
serve that the resolution reported by the 
committee was taken up for consideration, 
was amended and passed ; it cannot now 
be postponed indefinitely or otherwise. 
The present motion applies only to the 
resolution offered by the gentleman from 
Lycoming, (Mr. Armstrong,) as amended 
by the gentleman from Philadelphia 
(Mr. Gowen.) 

The motion to indefinitely postpone 
was not agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, was then 
adopted. 

COMXUNICATION FROX THE RBCRRTARY 
OF THE COMXONWRALTH. 

A communication from the Secretary of 
State was read, giving the expenditures 
of the Auditor General’s, Surveyor Gener- 
al’s and Executive Departments for the 
two years last past, at $82,919 50, and the 
expenses of the Legislature during the 
same time, at $406,194 40, making a total 
sum of $489,113 90. 

Laid on the table. 
On motion of Mr. Woodward, the com- 

munication was ordered to be printed and 
laid on the desks of members. 

STATIONERY. 

Mr. WOODWARD offered the following 
resolution, which was read.: 

Resolved, That the Secretary be required 
to furnish each member such stationery 
as he may require, not to exceed in value 
fifty dollars for each member, an accurate 
account to be kept of the value of said 
stationcry. 

On the question, will the Convention 
proceed to tho second reading of the reso- 
lution ? 

It was determined in the negative. 

RE-CONSIDERATION. 

Mr. LILLY moved that the Convention 
reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
tion of November 12 was adopted, provid- 
ing for the permanent sessions of the Con- 
vention to be held in the city of Philadel- 
phia after January 1, 1873. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair desires 
some gentleman upon the Committee on 
Rules to state what rules were adopted in 
regard to the limitation of time upon the 
question of re-consideration. 

Mr. MACVEAOII. Six days of actual 
sessions. 

The PRESIDENT. The motion therefore 
is in order, providing the mover and 
seconder both voted with the majority. 

Mr. LILLY moved to postpone the 
motion to re-consider for the present. 

The PRESIDRNT. A motion ‘to re-con- ’ 
sider is upon the same footing as a motion 
to consider. It is exactly upon the same 
footing as a motion to proceed to the 
second reading and consideration. It is 
not debatable ; and no motion to postpone, 
in the opinion of the Chair, is applicable. 
If the House is not at this time prepared 
tore-consider, theycannegative themotion 
to rc-consider. If they re-consider, then 
the House can postpone as they may 
direct. 
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Mr. HARPY WHITE. Mr. President : I 
rise for information, so that I can vote in- 
telligently. I understand the Chair to 
say that a motion to postpone for the 
present the consideration of the motion to 
re-consider can not be entertained, 

The PRESIDENT. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HARRY WHITE. I submit, with all 

deference to the Chair, that it is custo- 
mary to make a motion to re-consider 
often, in order to bring it before the 
House, and then postpone the considera- 
tion of that motion until some future 
time. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is of the 
opinion that a motion to m-consider is on 
the same footing exactly with a motion to 
consider au original resolution. In the 
opinion of the Chair a motion for post- 
ponement cannot be made upon it. It 
not being a debatable motion, an unde- 
hatable motion cannot be put upon it; 
and furthermore, the rule requires that 
the motion to re-consider should be made 
within a lirnited time, which would be 
entirely set at naught if it could be made 
and postponed. 

On the question, will the IIouse agree 
to the motion to re-consider ? 

The yeas and nays were required by Mr. 
D. N. White and Mr. MacVeagh, and were 
as follow, viz : 

YE,4S. 

Messrs. Ainey, hlricks, Achenbach, 
Baer, Baily, (Perry,) Bowman, Broomall, 
Cochran, Collins, Darlington, DeFrance, 
Dunning, Edwards, Elliott, Fulton, 
F~K~I, Gibson, Hall, Hazzard, Horton, 
Howard, Iiaiue, Lamberton, Lawrence, 
Lilly, Landis, M’Clean, MaoConnell, 
M’Culloch, M’Murray, MacVeagh, Mann, 
Metagcr, Niles, Patterson, (Lancaster,) 
Purviance, (Allegheny,) Purviance, (But- 
ler,) Reynolds, James L., Rooke, Russell, 
Smith, (Berks,) Struthers, Van Reed, 
Walker, White, (Indiana,) White, David 
N., Wherry and White, J. W. F.-48. 

N-AYS. 

Messrs. Armstrong, hndrews, Addioks, 

Bartholomew, Bailey, (Huntingdon,) 
Baker, Banuan, Bardsley, Beehe, Boyd, 
Brodhead, Buckalem, Curtin, Campbell, 
Corbett, Carter, Cassidy, Church, Corson, 
Cronmillcr, Curry, Cuyler, Davis, Dim- 
mick, Dodd, Dallas, Ellis, Ewing, Fell, 
Gowen, Guthrie, Hanna, Harvey, Hay, 
Hemphill, Heverin, Hunsicker, Knight, 
Lear, Littleton, Long, M’Allister, M’Cam- 
ant, Mantor, Minor, Newlin, Parsons, 
Patterson, (Allegheny,) Patton, Porter, 
Read, (Philadelphia,) Reed, (Mifflin,) 
Ross, Runk, Smith, (Allegheny,) Sharpe, 
Simpson, Smith, (Lancaster,) Stanton, 
Stewart, Temple, Turrell, Woodwarcl, 
Wetherill, (Philadelphia,) Wetherill, 
(Schuylkill,) Worrell, Wright and Mere- 
dith, President-GE. 

So the question was determined in the 
negative. 

PRIXTIXG. 

Mr. BARTHOLOIIIEW~~~~~~~ the follow- 
ing resolution, which was twice mad and 
adopted : 

Resolved, That if the standing Commit- 
tee on Printing shall hold that the contract 
for the public printing already entered 
into includes the printing that may be re- 
quired for this body, they shall report to 
this body the reasons for such conclusion, 
as well as the authorities upon which it is 
based. 

SESSIONS OF THE CONVENTION. 

Mr. HAY offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read : 

ResoZved, That until otherwise ordered 
the Convention will meet daily at ten 
A. M., adjourn at ono P. M., re-assemble 
at half-past three I’. M. and adjourn at 
half-past five P. M. 

On the question, will the Convention 
proceed to the second reading of the reso- 
lution? 

It was determined in the negative. 
Mr. HARRY W~~~~~n~o~edthatthe Con- 

vention do now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to, and the Presi- 

dent adjourned the Convention until to- 
morrow morning at ten o’clock. 
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SIXTH DAY. 

so 

THUBSDAY, Xoventber 21, lS72. 

The Convention met at ten o’clock A. M;, 
pursuant to adjournment, the President, 
William M. Meredith, in the chair. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Bowen, 
of the Rpiscopal Mission church. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. BROOMALL offered the following 
resolutions, which were severally read 
and laid on the table : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf- 
frage, Election and Representation be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of 
securing the right of suffrage to all adult 
citizens without regard to sex. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Executive Department be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of providing 
that the term of ofhce of the Governor 
shall be four years, and that no person 
shall serve more than one term in eight 
years. 
, Resolved, That the Committee on Rev- 

enue and Taxation be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of prohibiting the 
Legislature from granting special ex- 
emptions from taxation of property other- 
wise taxable. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis- 
lature be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of extending the term of the 
Representatives to two years, and that of 
the Senators to four years, and providing 
that the regular sessions of the Legislature 
shall be held once in two years. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf- 
frage, Election and Representation be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of 
providing that electors shall have resided 
within the election districts where they 
offer to vote ninety days, and shall have 
paid a State or county tax within one 
year, which shall have been assessed at 
least sixty days before the election. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Ju- 
diciary be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of providing that all judges 
who are required to be learned in the 
law shall be appointed by the Governor, 
by and with the advice and consent of the 

Senate, and that they shall hold their 
offices during good behavior, and of pro- 
viding a process of retiring them on ac- 
count of age or infirmity. 

Mr. LAMBERTON offered the following 
resolmions, which were read and laid on 
the table : 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Commit,tee 
be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of so amending the Constitution 
that the number of justices of the Su- 
preme Court shall be increased, the State 
be divided into districts, and a justice be 
chosen from each of said districts. 

Resolved, That to the Committee on 
Legislation it be referred to inquire into 
the expediency of providing that every 
bill shall be read at large on three differ- 
ent days in each House; that every bill, 
with all amendments thereto, shall be 
printed before the vote is taken on its 
final passage ; that on the final passage of 
every bill the vote shall be taken by 
yeas and nays, which shall be entered 
upon the Journal; that upon the final 
pa.ssage of all appropriation bills the vote 
shall be taken by yeas and nays upon 
each section or appropriation separately, 
and be entered upon the Journal. 

ResoEved, That to the Committe on Suf- 
frage, Election and Representation it be 
referred to inquire into the expediency of 
increasing the length of residence in an 
election district so as to qualify a citizen 
to vote therein. 

Mr. JOHN PRICE WETHEEILL offered 

the following resolution, which was twice 
read and adopted : 

Resolved, That the Auditor General be 
requested to furnish to this Convention 
information upon the following items : 
1st. What amount of money has been 
paid by the State for public printing under 
the existing contract. 2nd. What amount, 
if any, of said expenditure has been paid 
for work done, which, from the peculiarity 
of the composition or otherwise, could 
not be embraced in the schedule of rates, 
as prescribed by act of Assembly and 
not so included. 

Mr. HARI%Y WHITE offered the follow- 

ing resolution, which was read and laid 
on the table : 
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Resotued, That the Constitution should 
be amended as follows : The Legislaturo 
shall not pass any local or special laws in 
any of the following cases, viz : Regula- 
ting municipalatlairs ; granting divorces; 
laying out, opening or changing roads, 
streets and alleys; changing the names 
of persons and places ; changing county 
seats ; regulating the practice in the 
courts ; changing the venue in any case ; 
incorporating cities, towns and villages, or 
amending the charter of any city, town or 
village ; regulating the election of bor- 
ough or township officers ; regulating tho 
jurisdiction and duties of justices of the 
peace, aldermen and constables ; regulz- 
ting the management of common schools; 
iising the rate of interest ; afl’ecting the 
real estate of minors and persons under 
clisability ; relating to or incorporating 
forries and bridges ; creating, increasing 
or decreasing fees and allowances of pub- 
lic ofiicers during the term for which 
they were elected or appointed ; granting 
to an,y corporation, association or indi- 
vidual any special or erclusivo privilege, 
imniunity or franchise ; norshall any bill 
IX passed by the Legislature granting 
any powers or privileges in any case 
where authority to grant such powers or 
pril-ileges has been or may horoaftcr 
IX given to the courts of this Common- 
wealtl1. 

JIr. Wrxe~sr oEored the following rcso- 
lotion, which was read and laid on the 
tal)lC : 

Resolved, That so much of the present 
Constitution as relates to the several sab- 

jccts for which standing committees shall 
have been created be referred to the ap- 
pronriate committees when appointed ; 
and the said committees be and they are 
hereby instructed to consider the same, 
and to prepare and report such amend- 
nient,s as in their judgment should be 
niado to the Constitution. 

htr. COCIIRAN offered the following roso- 
lution, which was read : 

Resolved, That when this Convention ad- 
journs to-clay it adjourn to moot on Taes- 

day morning next at eleven o’clocb. 
On the question, will the Convention 

proceed to the second roading of the reso- 
lution? 

It Iv-as determined in the negative. 
Mr. BEEBE offered the following resolu- 

tion, which was read and laid on the ta- 
ble : 

Resolved, That all appropriations by the 
State to denominational or sectarian insti- 

tutious for charitable or educational pur- 
poses shall be prohibited. 

Mr. WHERRY offered t,he following reso- 
lution, w!lich was read and laid on the 
table : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis- 
lation be requested to report a Constitu- 
tioual provision defining the termof mern- 
bers of the Legislature. 

Mr. DALLAS. In order that tho pro- 
siding officer of this body may have pro- 
per opportunity to appoint the commit- 
tees of this body, I move that this Con- 
vention do now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 
BIr. CAMPBELL offered the following 

resolutions, which were read and laid on 
the table : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf- 

frago be instructed to inquire into the er- 
pedioncy of giving to foreign born resi- 
dents of the Conunonwealth all the privi- 
leges of State citizens : Provided, They 
shall have resided within the State for 
two years, bo of the age of twenty-one 
years, and shall have declared their inten- 
tions to bccomo citizens of the Unitetl 
states. 

Resolved, That the Committco on Rere- 
nne be instructed to inquiro into the ex- 
l~cdicncy of abolishing all fees now por- 
mitted by law to be collected from the es- 
tatcs of dccodents, and to substitute in lion 
thereof a graduated inheritance tax upon 
the gross value of the estates. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Ju- 
diciary be instructed to inquire into tlio 
expediency of abolishing the offices of 
alderman and justice of the peace, and 
substit,utoinlien thereofaminorjudiciary, 
to be composed of judges learnod in the 
law, of at least thirty Tears of age, and 
clectcd by the cumulative method of vo- 
ting. 

Mr. JOHN PRICE WETIIERILL otTered 
the follovving resolutions, which wore read 
and laid on the table : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Executive, when appointed, be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the Constitution of this State 
as to limit (by the appointment of a coun- 
cil upon the subject, or otherwise,) the 
pardoning powor of the Governor of the 
State. 

Resolved, That there should bo inserted 
in the proposed Constitution a provision 
for the payment of all public ofhcers fixed 
salaries, and that all fees, perquisites and 
emoluments shall be paid into the public 
treasurr ” . 



CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 91 

Mr. BARCLAY offered the following reso- resolution, which was read and laid on 
lution, which was read : the table : 

Resolved, Thatthe Secretary ofthe Com- 
monwealth be requested to furnish this 
Convention with a list of all pardons ob- 
tained from the different Governors of 
Pennsylvania, from the first day of Jan- 
uary, 1838, to this date, with the names of 
the persons pardoned, the nature of their 
offences, the time when such persons 
were convicted (if known) and the times 
when such persons were pardoned. 

On the question, will the Convention 
proceed to the setind reading of the reso- 
lution ? 

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf- 
frage, Election and Representation be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of 
allowing all persons, svithout regard to 
nationality, who have resided in the State 
for one year, and in the election district 
for ninety days, the right to vote at all 
State and municipal elections. 

Mr. CORSON offered the followingreso- 
lution, which was read and laid on the 
table : 

It was determined in the negative. 
Mr. STEWART offered the following 

resolution, which was read and laid on 
the table : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Execu- 
tive Department be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of establishing a court 
of pardons. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Bill of Rights be requested to inquire into 
the propriety of amending article nine, 
section six, of the Constitution, so as to 
make it read as follows: “That trial bg 
jury shall be as heretofore, and the right 
thereof remain inviolate; and no judge 
shall deliver any charge except it be writ- 
ten and read to the jury, and then filed of 
record.” 

Mr. M’ALLISTER offered the following 
resolution, whichwas read and laid on the 
table : 

Mr. BARTHOLOMEW offered the folio%-- 
ing resolution, which was read and laid 
on the table : 

Resolved, First, that no legislative, ex- 
ecutive or judicial officer of the Common- 
wealth shall, during the term of his ofrice, 
accept or hold a pass or gratuity from any 
railroad holding corporate rights and fran- 
chises under the laws thereof. Second, 
that the sale of intoxicating drinks as a 
beverage is prohibited ; and the Legisla- 
ture shall, within one year from the adop- 
tion of the Constitution, pass laws with 
suitable penalties for the prevention there- 
of. 

Resolved, That the proper committee bc 
requested to inquire into the espedicncy 
of prohibiting the Legislature from cnact- 
ing any special law oxtending the time 
for the payment of any contract debt. 

Mr. Rl~~C~~~~~~offeredthefollo~ing 

resolution, which was read and laid on 
the table : 

Mr. TE~PLB offered the following reso- 
lution, which was twice read and adopted : 

Resolved, That the Auditor General be 
requested to furnish the Convention with 
a statement of the amount of money paid 
into the State Treasurer’s office for the 
several years since January 1,1867, by the 
following named officers for the city and 
county of Philadelphia : Recorder of deeds, 
register of wills, prothonotary of district 
court, prothouotary of Supreme Court, 
prothonotary of court of common pleas. 

Mr. HUNSICKER ofrered the following 
resolution, which w-as read and laid on 
the table : 

Resolved, That the appropriate corn-- 
mittee be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of preventing, by Constitu- 
tional provision, the sale or other di.sposl- 
tion of cemeteries and placesof sepulture 
for any purpose except that of burial. 

Mr. SI~IPSON offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and laid on the 
table: 

Resolved. That the Committee on Edu- 
cation, when appointed, be requested to 
consider and report upon the following 
asan article in the Constitution: 

ARTICLE-.EDUCATION. 

Rebolved, That to the Committee upon 
the Declaration of Rights be referred the 
following addition to the Bill of Rights: 
‘1 That no law shall be passed limiting the 
amount of damages recoverable in any 
proceedings at law or equity.” 

Mr. BRODHBAD offered the following 

&XT. 1. The General Assembly shall 
provide a thorough and efficient system 
of free schools, and may provide for the 
attendance of all children between the 
ages of six and twelve years, upless in case 
of physical or mental incapacity. 

SECT. 2. Neither the General Assem- 
bly nor any county, city, town, township, , 
school district, or other public or munici- 
pal corporation, by whatever name called, 
shall ever make any appropriation, dona- 
tion or grant of any money, property or 
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valuable thing, or pay from any public criminal, the truth, when published with 
fund whateyer, anything in aid of any goed motives, and for justifiable ends, 
church or sect, or to help, support or sus- shall be a sufficient defence. 
tain any school, academy, seminary, col- 3d. No divorce shall be granted in this 
lege, university or other literary or scicn- State except by the jkdgment of a court 
tific institution, managed or controlled, of competent jurisdiction, and for no other 
either in whole or in part, by any church cause than adultery. 
or sectarian denomination whatever. 4th. K-o costs shall be paid by a person 

SECT. 3. All lands, moneys or other accused on a bill returned QnorumzLs, nor 
property donated, granted or received for on acquittal by a jury. 
school, college, seminary or university 5th. Trial by jury in all cases in which 
purposes, or the proceeds thereof, shall be it has heretofore been used shall remain 
faithfully applied to the objects for which inviolate, except that in suits before alder- 
such gifts or grants were made. men and justices of the peace provision 

Mr. COLLINS offered the following reso- may be made by general law for trial by 
lution, which was read and laid on the a j ury of less than twelve men ; but a jury 
table : trial may be waived by the parties in all 

Resdlved, That we, the people of the civil suits. 
State of Pennsylvania, grateful to Al- 6th. To enable a debtor, being the head 
mighty God, the Creator of the universe, of a family, his wife or widow, to enjoy 
for the civil, religious and political liberty the comforts of life, and rear‘, educate and 
which has been so long vouchsafed us to maintain his or her children, there shall 
enjoy, and looking to the same source for be exempt from levy and sale for the pay- 
blessings upon our endeavors to secure ment of all debts and liabilities hereafter 
and transmit the same to succeeding gcn- contracted (tas2s excepted) property of 
erations, do ordain and cstdblish this the value of $1,000, which may consist of 
Constitution for the State of Pennsylva- real and personal property or of either; 
nia. and the same being set aside, as provided 

Mr. TURRELL offered the following reso- by law, shall not be sold or conveyed, 
lution, which was read and laid on the pledged or pawned during the joint life 
table : of husband and wife without their joint 

ResoZ~ed, That the Committee on Ju- assent, ascertained in such way as may be 
diciary, when appointed, be instructed to prescribed by law; and all contracts waiv- 
inquire into the expediency of authorizing ing the benefit of the exemption hereby 
juries in civil and criminal cases to reu- created are hereby declared to be void: 
der a verdict by a majority of two-thirds Provided, That thelien forpurchasemoney 
of their number. on real estate, as against the real estate 

Mr. CAER offered the following resolu- sold, shall not be impaired. 
tion, which was read and laid on the Mr. EWING offered the following rcso- 
table : lution, which was read and laid on the 

Resolved, That the Constitution be table : 
amended, as follows : Resolved, That the several standing cotn- 

1st. Any person holding office under mittees on the Constitution be requestecl 
the laws of this State who, except in pay- to report the propositions which they shall 
ment of his legal salary, fees or perqui- recommend for adoption unaccompanied 
sites, receives, or consents to receive, di- by their reasons for such rccommenda- 
rectly or indirectly, anything of value or tion. 
of personal advantage, or the promise Mr. EWING offered the following rcso- 
thereof, for performing or omitting to lution, which was read : 
perform any officialact, with theexpressed R&soloed, That a11 resolutionsand propo- 
or implied understanding that his official sitions which may be subtnittcd to the 
action or omission to act is to be in any Convention regarding amendments or ad- 
degree influenced thereby, shall be ditions to the Constitution be printed for 
deemed guilty of a felony, and on convic- the use of the members. 
tion thereof shall be punished by impris- On the question, will the Convention 
onment, at hard labar, in one of the peni- proceed to the second reading of the reso- 
lcntiaries of the State, for a term not ex- lution? 
ceeding iire years, or by a fine not ex- It was determined in the negative. 
ceeding five thousand dollars, or both, in Mr. WHERRY offered the following reso- 
the discretion of the court. lution, which was read : 

2d. In all trials for libel, bot,h civil and Resolved, Thatallpropositionsofamend- 
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ments reported by committees shall, be- 
fore final action is taken on them, be re- 
ported to a oommitiec of the whole. 

On the question, will the Convention 
proceed to the second reading of the reso- 
lution 9 

It was determined in the negative. 
4 Mr. LILLY offered the following resolu- 

tions, which were read and laid on the 
table : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf- 
frage, Electionand Repregentation inquire 
into the expediency of altering the Consti- 
t ution in such a way as to require the hold- 
ing of certificates of naturalization for at 
least six months before the right of suffrage 
can be exercised. 

. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf- 
fmge, Election and Representation be in- 
struoted to inquire into the expediency 
of compelling each legal voter to exercise 
the power of suffrage at all State and Na- 
tional elections held in this Common- 
wealth. 

Mr. HAY offered the following resolu- 
tions, which were read and laid on the 
table : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Decla- 
ration of Rights be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so amending the 
tenth section thereof as to provide that 
where any man’s property is taken or ap 
plied to public use, the necessity for such 
taking or application shall be first deter- 
mined in a manner to be prescribed by 
law. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Declaration of Rights be instructed to in- 

quire into the expediency of adding to 
the sixth section thereof, “but a trial by 
jury may be waived by the parties in all 
cases.” t 

Resolved, That the Committee on Reve- 
nue, Taxation and Finance be instructed 
to ascertain, if possible, what proportion 
of the real property in the Commonwealth 
is now exempt from taxation under gen- 
eral and private laws, and to what uses 
and purposes the same is devoted; and 
also to inquire into the expediency of 
providing that all property in the Com- 
monwealth, excepting that belonging to 
or under the absolute control and super- 
vision of the Commonwealth, or any ooun- 
ty, township, borough, city, ward or 
school district therein, and excepting 
cemeteries, shall be subject to taxation, 
and of providing that no property should 
be exempted from taxation by any other 
than general laws. 

Mr.H. W. PALMER offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was read and laid 
on the table : 

Resolved, That the appropriate commit- 
tee be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of so amending the Constitution as 
to prohibit and forbid the judges of the 
courts of this Commonwealth from charg- 
ing juries upon the facts of the cases, ex- 
cept so far as may be necessary to explain 
the law thereof. 

Mr. CLARK moved that the Convention 
do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, and thePresi- 
dent adjourned the Convention until to- 
morrow morning at ten o’olock. 
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SEVENTH DAY. 

FRIDAY, November 22, 1872. 

The Convention met at ten o’clock A. 
M., pursuant to adjournment, the Presi- 
dent, William M. Meredith, in the Chair. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. A. I<. 
Strong, of the Pine street Presbyterian 
church of Harrisburg. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings 
was read and approved. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. STANTON odered the following 
resolutions, which were read and laid on 
the table : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis- 
lature be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of so amending the Constitu- 
tion as to enable the Governor, by ap- 
pointment, to fill vacancies which may 
occur in either branch of the Legislature, 
until the next election. 

Resolved, That the Committoe on the 
Executive Department be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of so amend- 
ing tho Constitution as to provide for an 
election, by the people, of a Lieutenant 
(;overnor, to be chosen at the same time 
and for the same term of ofhce as the 
(:ovcrnor. 

Resolved, That all resolutions be referred 
to standing committees, Tvhcn appointed, 
without debate. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
l:xecutive Department be instructed to 
inquire into the expccliency of so amend- 
ing the Constitution as to empower the 
Governor, in the ovcnt of the death or rc- 
moval of any person or persons clectcd to 
a State ofllco, between tho date of their 
election and the date of their inaugurn- 
tion, or assuming the duties of such office, 
t,o fill such vacancy by appointmcnt, such 
appointee to hold office until tho next 
annual election. 

Mr. STANTON offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read : 

Resolved, That when this Convention 
adjourn to-day it adjourn to meet on 
Tuesday, December 3. 

The question, will the Convention pro- 
cccd to the second reading and eonsidera- 
tion of the same? was determined in the 
negative. 

Mr. MACCONNELL offered the following 
resolutions, which were read and laid on 
the table : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis- 
lation report the follo~ving amendments, 
name1 y : 

1st. One providing that the real and 
personal property of any female in the 
State, acquired before marriage, and all 
property, real and personal, to which she 
may in any manner become entitled after 
marriage, shall be and remain the sole 
and separate estate and property of such 
female, and shall not be liable for any 
debts, obligations or engagements of her 
husband, and may be devised and be- 
queathed, and, with the written assent of 
her husband, conveyed by her as if she 
were unmarried. 

2d. One providing that no married 
woman shall, in any way or manner, be- 
come security for any debt, obligation or 
engagement of her husband, or in any 
way or manner pledge or render liable 
any of her property, real or personal, for 
such debt, obligation or engagement. 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee 
report an amendment requiring the Leg- 
islature to divide the Stilte into as many 
judicial districts as there may be judges 
at the time in the Supreme Court; re- 
quiring the legal voters of each circuit to 
elect one judge of said court ; requiring 
tho judge elected in each circuit to reside 
therein during his aholo term of oflicc ; 
requiring said court to hold at leest one 
term in bane in each circuit each yea:-, 
and making the judge resident in each 
circuit the presiding judge in said court 
while it is sitting in bane in his circuit. 

Also, one providing that the orphans’ 
court in each county shall consist of one 
judge, who shall be learned in the law, 
and whose salary shall bc paid by the 
county. 

Also, one abolishing the registers’ courts, 
and vesting their jurisdiction in the or- 
phans’ courts, and abolishing the oIiicc ol 
register of wills, and vesting the powers 
and duties thereof in the clerks of the or- 
phans’ courts. 

Mr. JoIIN PnrcR WET~ERILL offered 
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the following resolution, which was read 
and laid on the table : 

RESOLUTION OF IPTSTRUCTION TO COM- 

XITTEEON CITIESANDCITY CHARTERS. 

WIIEREAS, The people of every section 
of the State should be supreme in the 
management of their own local affairs, 
and the central authority should be re- 
stricted to such matters alone as concern 
the interests of the whole ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee upon Cit- 
ies and City Charters be requested to re- 
port upon such alteration of the organic 
law, so as to remove the obstacles which 
have thus far prevented the success of 
iuunicipal legislation by an amendment 
to the Constitution prohibiting the Legis- 
lature regulating county or township af- 
fairs, incorporating cities, towns or villa- 
ges, or changing or amending the charters 
of the same, so that in all cases where a 
general law can be made applicable no 
special law shall be enacted. 

Mr. Wrd. H. SMITH offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was read : 

Resohed, That when this Convention 
adjourn to-day itadjourn to meet inPhil- 
adelphia, on Tuesday, January 14, 1852. 

On the question, will the Convention 
proceed to the second reading of the reso- 
lution? 

The yeas and nays were required by 
Mr. Lawrence and Mr. Harry White, and 
were as follow, viz : 

Y E A 8. 

Messrs. Addicks, Baer, Baker, Beebe, 
Boyd, Campbell, Church, Corbett, Corson, 
Croumiller, Davis, Dimmick, Gilpin, Hay, 
Hemphill, Heverin, Hunsicker, Long, 
M’Camant, M’Murray, Palmer, G. W., 
Palmer, H. W., Patterson, T. II. B., Por- 
ter, Purviance, Samuel A., Ross, Sharpe, 
Smith, Henry W., Smith, W. H., Stanton, 
Stewart, Woodward and Wright-33 

NAYS. 

Messrs. Aahenbach, Alricks, Andrew%, 
Baily, (Perry,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,) 
Barman, Barclay, Black, Charles A., Bow- 
man, Broomall, Brown, Carter, Cassidy, 
Clark, Collins, Curry, Curtin, Dallas, Dar- 
liugton, De France, Dodd, Dunning, Ed- 
wards, Elliott, Ellis, Ewing, Finney, Ful- 
ton, Funck, Guthrie, Hall, IIanna, IIar- 
vey, Hazzard, IIorton, Howard, Kaine 
Lamberton, Landis, Lawrence, Lilly, 
M’Allister, M’Clean, MacConnell, M’Cul- 
loch, MacVeagh, Mann, Mantor, Minor, 
Mott, Newlin, Nile& Patterson, D. W., 

Patton, Purviance, John N., Read, .John 
R., Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, James I~., 
Reynolds, S. H., Rooke, Runk, Russell, 
Simpson, Struthers, Temple, Turrell, 
Walker, Wetherill, J. M., Wetherill, Jno. 
Price, White, David N., White, Harry, 
White, J. W. F., Worrell and Meredith, 
President-74. 

So the question was determined in the 
negative. 

Mr. WRIGHT offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and laid on the 
table : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis- 
lation inquire into the expediency of re- 
stricting, by an appropriate amendment, 
further grants to corporations or othex 
persons of privileges or rights in, over or 
upon the rivers, creeks and streams of 
the Commonwealth. 

Mr. CAMPBELL oflered the following 
resolutions, which were read and laid on 
the table : 

Resolved, That the Committeeon Legif+ 
l&ion be requested to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of increasmg the number of 
members in the Senate to fifty and in the 
House to two hundred and twenty-five. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Rail- 
roads be instructed to inquire into the es- 
pediencyof so amending the Constitution 
as to prohibit a railroad or canal company 
from holding, leasing or purchasing, 
whetherin its own name or by means of 
an association created for the purpose, 
any coal or mining lands within the Com- 
monwealth, aud also to prohibit any such 
company from carrying on any busiues% 
except that of common carriers. 

. 

Mr. J. RI. W~TIIERILL offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was read : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth be requested to furnish 
this Convention with such information as 
may be among the records of the Execu- 
tive Department, of the numbcr of per- 
sons killed or injured in the working of 
mines in the State during the years 1809, 
1870 and 1871. 

On the question, will the Convention 
proceed to the second reading of the reso- 
lution ? 

It was determined in the negative. 
Mr. Ross offered the following resolu- 

tions, which were read and laid on the 
table : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Deeln- 
tionlof Rights be requested to inquire into 
the expediency of abolishing the gmnd 
jury system. 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Judi- 
ciary be requested to inquire into the 
expediency of so amending section second, 
article fifth, of the Constitution, that the 
same shall provide that all judges, other 
than judges of the Supreme Court, shall 
not be required to reside within the dis- 
trict or county for which they were 
respectively elected. 

Mr. L~MBERTON offered the following 
resolutions, which were read and laid on 
the table : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Leg- 
lation be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of providing that no bill shall 
become a law without the concurrence of 
a majority of the members elect to each 
House. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Elec- 
tions be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of providing for the election of 
all judges at some other time than that 
prescribed for the election of Governor 
and members of the Legislature. 

Mr. WM. H. SMITH offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was read and laid 
on the table : 

Resolved, That no law shall be passed 
giving to contractors, builders, landlords, 
or any other class of creditors, preference 
or priority in liens against the personal or 
real property of any debtor. 

Mr. DU~VNINC+ offered the following 
resolution, which was read and laid on 
the table : 

Resoloed, That in case the Constitution 
shall be so amended as to authorize the 
appointment by the Governor of the 
judges of the several courts of common 
pleas of this Commonwealth, all such ap- 
pointments shall be referred to the judges 
of the Supreme Court for confirmation. 

Mr. CHURCE offered the following reso- 
lutions, which were read and laid on the 
table : 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee 
be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of so amending the Constitution as 
to abolish the office of associate judge in 
the several judicial districts where such 
officer is not required to be learned in the 
law. 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee 
be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of so amending the Constitution as 
to provide for the abolition of the office of 
register of wills, and provide for the ap- 
pointment of probate judge in each coun- 
ty, who shall be learned in the law, and 
have the powers and jurisdiction of the 

present orphans’ court, and all other mnt- 
ters relative to the estates of decedents. 

Mr. HANNA offered the following reso- 
lutions, which were read and laid on tho 
table : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Lcgis- 
l&ion, when appointed, be instructed to 
report the following as a Constitution&l 
provision, viz : 

No bill shall be passed by the Legisla- 
ture containing mom than one subject, 
which shall be clearly expressed in the 
title, except appropriation bills; but if 
the title contain only one subject the bill 
shall be valid as to that and void as to all 
other subjects. h’o law shall be revived, 
altered or amended by reference to its 
title only, but the act revived, or the set- 
tion or sections thereof as altered or 
amended, shall be re-enacted and publish- 
ed at length. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Execu- 
tive Department, when appointed, be in- 
structed to report upon the expediency of 
providing for the election by the people, 
in addition to a Governor, of a Lieutenant 
Governor, who shall be the presiding offi- 
cer of the Senate and appoint all commit- 
tees thereof. And also the election, by 
the people,of State Treasurer and Attorney 
General. 

Mr. J. M. BAILEY offered the following 
resolution, which was read and laid on 
the table : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Rail- 
roads and Canals be instructed to report 
a Constitutional provision prohibiting 
railroad and canal companies from mak- 
ing, in their ratesof transportation, unjust 
discrimination against local freight. 

Mr. LANDIS offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and laid on the 
table : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis- 
lature inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the Constitution that no mem- 
ber of the Legislature shall receive com- 
pensation for services as a member of a 
special committee of either House. 

Mr. G. W. PALMER offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was read and laid 
on the table : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Oath 
of Office be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of amending the eighth ar- 
ticle of the Constitution, so that the same 
shall read, as follows: 

“All civil officers shall, before they 
enter upon the duties of their respective 
offices, take and subscribe, before some 
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peracn qualified by law to administer 
oaths, the following oath or affirmation: 

1‘ I do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the 
case may be,) that I will support the 
Constitution of the United States and the 
Constitution of the State of Pennsylvania, 
and that I will perform the duties of my 
offrice with fidelity, and according to tho 
best of my ability: and that I have not, 
personally or otherwise, paid or con- 
tributed any money or other valuable 
thing, or made any promise to, directly or 
indirectly, influence any vote, or to in- 
duce any other person to vote or work in 
my favor at the election at which I was 
chosen to fill the said office, and have not 
accepted, nor will I accept or receive, 
directly or indirectly, any money or 
&her valuable thing from any corpora- 
tion, company or person, for any vote or 
influence I may give or withhold, or for 
the performance or non-performance of 
any official act.” 

This oath shall, in the case of all State 
officers, be filed and recorded in the office 
of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
and in the case of county and township 
officers, in the offioe of the prothonotaries 
of their respective counties. 

Any person who shall swear falsely, or 
knowingly violate his oath, shall be 
guilty of perjury, and, in addition to the 
penalties thereof, shall forfeit his office, 
and be forever disqualified from holding 
any office of profit or trust in this Com- 
monwealth. 

Mr. AXDR~W REED offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was read and laid 
on the table : 

Resolved, That no bill shall become a 
law unless it be passed in each House by 
a majority of the whole number of mem- 
bers elected, and on its Bnal passage the 
vote shall be taken by yeas and nays. 

Mr. WOODWARD offered the following 
resolution, which was read and laid on 
the table : 

Resolved, That the Committee upon 
Suffrage, Election and Representation be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of so amending the Constitution as to 
abolish the secret ballot, and to require 
all voting to be vdva aoce. 

Mr. MANN offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and laid on the 
table : 

Resolved, That rule thirty-six be and 
the same is hereby amended, by adding 
the words, “which declaration shall be 
made before the name of the President is 
called.” 

7 

Mr. CASSIDY offered the following reso- 
iutions, which were read and laid on the 
table : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Cities 
and City Charters be instructed to report 
how far it is expedient to amend the Con- 
stitution so as to provide that there shall 
be elected in every city of over one hun- 
dred thousand inhabitants two citizens of 
said city, who shall be called commission- 
ers of elections, and that in said election 
each qualined elector shall vote for one 
commissioner, and the two persons having. 
the highest number of votes shall be 
elected, and shall hold their offices for five 
years. The officers so elected shall have 
the exclusive superviaion and control, 
while an election is progressing, of the 
election officers in said city, provide for 
and furnish all books and papers neces- 
sary to carry on the election, and the 
custody of the papers, boxes and ballots 
at the conclusion of the same. The salary 
of the commissioners shall be fixed by 
the councils of the cities electing said 
officers. All appeals by citizens as to the 
unfitness of the persons selected to act as , 
election officers, and all complaints in 
reference to said oBlcers, or to the mode 
of conducting the election, shall be made 
to said commissioners ; and in the event 
of their being unable to agree upon any 
subject, one of the commissioners shall, 
request the attendance of a judge of the 
Supreme Court of this Commonwealth, 
not a citizen of said city, to appear andact 
with commissioners, and a majority d 
the board as thus constituted shall finally 
decide the matter upon which the COIII- 

missioners were unable to agree, 
SECT. 2. It shall be the duty of the Su- 

preme Court of this Commonwealth to 
appomt one of their number, not a citizen 
of a city aforesaid, to attend at least tmen- 
ty days before an election, as well as on 
election day, at any city, as hereinbefore 
mentioned, for the purpose of discharging 
the duties provided for in the preceding 
section. 

SECT. 3. All canvassers and oflice; 
created for the purpose of registering or 
preparing lists of voters, or persons in any 
way concerned therein, shall be appointed 
by the commissioners of elections. 

SENT. 4. The commissioners shall, im- 
mediately after their election. on the 
second Tuesday of May, 187-, cause the 
said city to be divided into election dis- 
tricts, of not more than one hundred elec- 
tors each, and also provide that all elec- 
tions shall be by open tickets, and that 
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the returns of elections shall be finally 
made up in the presence of the judges of 
the court of common pleas of the county 
in which the cities are, and the certificate 
of the result be signed by them. 

,SECT. 5. That the Legislature meeting 
after the adoption of this Constitution 
shall at once proceed to enact such la--s 
as will carry out the purposes of this 
amendment. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Judiciary be instructed to inquire and re- 
port on the propriety of amending the 
Constitution so as to provide that all 
judges learned in the law shall hold their 
offices for a term of twenty years, and 
that the judge serving such term shall 
not be eligible for re-election. 

The judges aforesaid not to be less than 
thirty-five years of age at the time of their 
election, and upon retiring, after serving 
the term aforesaid, to receive one-half of 
the salary annually during their lives. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis- 
lation be requested to report how far it is 
expedient to provide, that hereafter in all 

* cities of over one hundred thousand in- 
habitants, the prothonotaries and clerks 
of the different courts shall be appointed 
by the judges of the respective courts, and 
shall not be elected by the people. That 
said officers shall be paid a salary, to be 
tlxed by the said judges, and to be paid 
out of the treasury of such cities ; the fees 
received by said officers to be accounted 
for by said officers under the supervision 
of the courts, and paid into the treasury 
aforesaid, and by the said treasurer the 
same shall be first dedicated to the pay- 
ment of the expenses of the courts afore- 
said. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Cities 
and City Charters be requested to report 
how far it is expedient to amend the Con- 
stitution as to require that the exclusive 
right to raise money by loan, to levy taxes, 
or to originate or to exercise any police or 
muncipal functions in cities of over one 
lfundred thousand inhabitants, shall be 
vested in the councils of said cities, and 
it shall not be lawful for the General As- 
sembly of this Commonwealth to legis- 
late upon such subjects. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. TEMPLE offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read : 

.&solved, That when the Convention 
adjourns to-day it be to meet December 2, 
187~, at twelve o’clock. 

On the question, shall the resolution bc 
read a second time? 

A division was called, resulting in a 
vote of sixty-two in the affirmative to for- 
ty-seven in the negative. 

So the question was determined in the 
affirmative, and the resolution was read a 
second time. 

Mr. H. G. SMITH moved to amend, by 
striking out the words “Decombor !& 
1872," and inserting in lieu thereof the 
words “next Monday.” 

Mr. LILLY moved to further amend, by 
striking out the words 6‘ twelve o’clock,” 
and inserting “three o’clock P. M.” 

Mr. H. G. SMITH accepted the amend- 
ment of Mr. Lilly. 

Mr. TEBWLE. Mr. President: The rea- 
son I offered that resolution is that during 
next week Thanksgiving takes place, and 
it is very evident that if the Convention 
should adjourn until some day in the early 
part of next week it will be very incon- 
venient for many, who live far away from 
here, to reach Harrisburg and return to 
their homes in time to enjoy Thanksgiv- 
ing at home. Another reason is, am? one 
that has been rumored by a great many 
members, that the Chair would not have 
the committees ready to announce at the 
early part of the week, in all probability. 
It strikes me that if the Convention assem- 
ble week after next we can finish up the 
business to such an extent as to adjourn 
to meet in Philadelphia some time in 
January. It seems to me that on the 
ground of the inconvenience of coming 
here next week, that being Thanksgiving 
week, we had better adjourn until week 
after next. For myself I have no desire 
to delay proceedings, but it seems to be 
the expressed wish of many members to 
adjourn until that time, and therefore I 
offered the resolution. 

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Mr. Speaker: We 
have come here for business, and I have 
been informed indirectly that the Presi- 
dent will be ready to report the commit- 
tees early in the week, probably on Man- 
day, and if that be the case we will have 
work that will occupy the time of every 
member of this Convention until Christ- 
mas. It is impossible that the committees 
can make one step of progress unless this 
Convention be in session. They will be 
scattered over the State, and cannot meet 
as committees. If we meet on Monday, 
and the committees are announced, the 
chairmen of the respective committees czm 
convene their committees at once. They 
can retire to their rooms and mnsult, and 
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they can meet and hold two sessions per over to any period. I hope the original 
day, if thought expedient to do so ; or, resolution wil1 prevail. 
what will probably be thought more ad- Mr. J. W. F. WHITE. Mr. President : 
visable, the labors of the committee can I do hope, sir, we will not adjourn 
be apportioned among the different mem- longer than to next Monday, and that we 
hers, and each one put to work on the col- will come back resolved to spend the 
lection of statistics and facts that will en- whole of next week here at work, and 
lighten the committeesand enable them continue at work until near Christmas. 
to act understandingly. I see no reason I believe that if we do not pursuea course 
why many of the reports may not be made of that kind we will violate the wishes 
before Christmas, and then we have some- and feelings of the people of this State. 
thing before us to which we can refer our They are already, in the newspapers, as 
constituents when we go home for a short well as in conversation, beginning to talk 
vacation, including Christmas. It seems about our Convention, that we are no: 
to me that we can make no progress what- here for the purpose for which we were 
ever by these adjournments. It seems to sent, that we do not go to work to dis- 
me that we are imitating the esample of charge our duties as we ought, but that 
the Legislature, of which the people have we are here for amusement, for recreation 
complained, of holding three or four days’ and for pleasure. We meet a day or two, 
session in a week and then adjourning to offer some resolutions, talk a little about 
go home. This is one of the evils arising them, adjourn over and go home, ant1 
‘out of free passes over our railroads, and now, if we adjourn over until next &Ion- 
it is time that this practice should be dis- day week, where are we? I ask gentlc- 
countenanced. Imost sincerely hope that men to think about it seriously. We have 
no railroad in this State will offer any of done nothing yet, as a Convention-no- 
these facilities to any member of this Con- thing of any substantial advantage. WC 
vention, and that when he travels he tra- have merely appointed a few committees, 
vds at his own expense. If we then adopt or, rather, we have adopted a few rules ; 
this amendment to meet on Monday we we have no committees yet. We have a 
can progress with our w7ork, and we can- great many resolutions poured in upon 
not unless we remain in session. We can our tablo here. We come back Monday 
as well eat our Thanksgiving dinners here. week and where are we? About where 
It is unnecessary that we should be with we started when we came here. 
our families to do that. Let us not, be- My feeling is that the people of war 
cause Thanksgiving day comes in, Sacrl- State will get down ou this Convention, 
fice the interests of those we represent. and will condemn our Constitution be- 

Mr. HAY. Mr. President: When I took fore wo get it finished. You get the 
upon myself the duties of membership in people to talking about the Convention 
this Convention, it was with every deter- neglecting their business, and the mem- 
mination to discharge them with the ut- hers going home on railroad passes with- 
most earnestness and fidelity. Those are out paying their fare, and they will be- 
still the sentiments that are animating me gin to believe that this Convention is not 
here, and I am prepared, allhough coming attending to its dnties as it ought. Them 
from a distance, to remain here until the is a great feeling among our Philadelphia 
duties of this Convention are fully per- friends to adjourn as soon as the com- 
formed, if that can possibly be done. I mittees are announced, to meet in Phila- 
am ready to remain in session during six delphia in January. My opinion is that 
days in the week, if necessary, bat I be- the result of that course would be to de- 
lieve if we remain in session during the tain us three months longer than if we 
next week there will be an adjournment remained in session here three weeks 
proposed, and possibly carried ; or, at any after the committees are appointed. My 
rate, that the business of this Convention own judgment is that those commit- 
will be brought to a stand still by the tees can do nothing at all unless we re- 
members going home to eat their thanks- main in session here. We cannot get 
giving dinner, whether we are willing or them together ; there can be no confer- 
not. For myself, I am willing to remain enees and no action by the committees. 
here. But if the businessof the Conven- I hope we will continue in session, anit 
tion is to be stoppad next week we might come back here next Monday. I am 
as well adjourn over and not have to re- wrilling to meet at three o’clock, but let 
main here. Therefore I am in favor of us continue in session here until near 
adjourning over next week if we adjourn Christmas. I am willing to adjourn just 
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before the holidays, to meet in Phila- 
dulphi*. after the first of January, and I 
hope every member of this Convention 
will continue on now and do his duty. It 
is a great sacrifice to many of us to come 
to this Convention, and I feel, for one, 
that it is asking too much of us of the 
west, and those of us who cannot run 
home so readily, to adjourn over three or 
four days at a time to accommodate gcn- 
tlemen living in the neighborhood of 
Harrisburg or Philadelphia, who can run 
home in a few hours. There leas been 
too much of that spirit of delay already. 
There has been too much of this dispo- 
sition to put off business until we get to 
Philadelphia. I hope, therefore, we will 
have no more of these adjournments, ex- 
cept from Saturday to Monday, until we 
acljourn over about Christmas. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. President : It is eri- 
dent that the members of the Convention 
are restless, and that we will do nothing 
until we meet in Philadelphia. Tsow I 
am in favor of adjourning to-day until 
Monday. It gives the President ample 
time to fill up all the committees. Then 
let us adjourn, if the Convention desires 
il, at once, to meet in Philadelphia before 
Kcw Year’s or after sew Yenr’s. But do 
not send us home three or four hundred 
miles, to travel there and back, to meet 
here on Monday week. It may bc plea- 
sure to some of the gentlemen younger 
than I am, and living nearer to the capital 
than I reside, but it is labor to mc. loot- 
withstanding that, I would undergo it if 
it accomplished anything. Dut it will ac- 
complish nothing. My jndgmcnt is to 
adjourn over until Nonday, to give the 
President ample time to fill the commit- 
tees. If it is not done then, adjourn until 
Tuesday. Give him time to that and then 
adjourn. 

sow, Mr. President, I have no donbt 
that if the Convention had remained in 
session, in order that yen might have con- 
ferred with members, we would have had 
the committees long before this. It is not 
the President’s fault, but the fault of the 
members, that we have not the commit- 
tees. Gentlemen are talking about delay 
on that account. Blame yourselves, and 
not the executive offreer of this Conren- 
tion. Let us adjourn until Monday, to 
tywo or three o’clock, or any other hour 
that suits the gentlemen living in the 
ncighbnrhood, but let us not adjourn 
lon:;er than that. I cannot go home and 
tnmo back Monday week. I would be 
‘mveling the greater part of the time. I 

endorse the sentiments of the gentleman 
from Allegheny (Mr. Harry White) and 
trust that when we do adjourn it will not 
be for a time longer than until next Mon- 
day. 

Mr. DARLIS~TON. Mr. President: I 
fully concur, for my part, with the views 
expressed by the gentleman from Alle- 
gheny, (Mr. White,) as well as those of 
the gentleman from Erie (1Llr. Walker.) 
I am very well satisfied that nothing will 
ho accomplished by adjourning. We 
will gain nothing in the progress of t.he 
business bcre. By remaining in session 
we are in the daily habit, I presume, all 
of us, of consulting with each other, mak- 
ing the acquaintance of each other, gain- 
ing information from each other as to our 
various views, and t.husmaking ourselves 
bcttcr prepared for the discharge of the 
duties we came here to perform. I am 
satisfied, further, that we ought not to 
adjourn over nntil the committees arc 
announced. If it be not on Monday, let 
us reinnin until such other day, ndjourn- 
ing from clay to day, until it does suit 
the President’s convenience to announce 
the committees. Then we should remain 
in session until all those committees 
should organize, decide when they should 
meet, proceed to meet, and discuss the 
subjects that are before them. In other 
words, I am in favor of proceeding all 
nest week, and the week after, and the 
week after, until we are ready to adjourn 
to Philadelphia towards the last of De- 
cember. I have no idea of adjourning to 
go home, pleasant as it is to me to be with 
my family. When I undertook this 
clutv I renounced all those things in nc- 
cclAng this duty. Pleasant as it would 
be to eat my Thanksgiving dinner at 
home, i am prepared to eat it here. Let 
us not be mocked at and derided by the 
people for inattention to our duties. I 
have no fear of the public voice. I can 
do anything here that any gentleman will 
do, in despite of the public voice. I am 
prepared to act nnderstandingly in the 
discharge of my duty whether the people 
liko it or not. But, nt the same time, I 
do not like myself to undertake the dis- 
charge of a duty and not stick to it. I say, 
therefore, that I think we ought not to 
adjourn over longer than until hlonday, 
and then meet from day to day and pro- 
ceed to discharge our duties, which can- 
not be discharged otherwise than together, 
until wc are ready to adjourn finally. 

klr. i\ias7ron. Mr. President : I desire 
to trouble the House with but a few words. 
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I concur heartly in the sentiments ex- 
pressed here in reference to an adjourn- 
ment until next Monday. There are 
many of us here in the hall this morning 
who live at a great distance. I am con- 
vinced that if the members who live in 
the immediate vicinity of Harrisburg un- 
derstood the inconvenience under which 
we labor, they would vote to remain 
here, from day to day, until the time 
should come to adjourn over to meet in 
Philadelphia. My venerable friend, the 
delegate at large from Eric, (Mr. Walker,) 
has often expressed his wish to me, smce 
this Convention has been in session, that 
it would continue its sessions, from day 
to day, and from hour to hour, until the 
work is accomplished. It seems to me 
that if we adjourn now, upon the eve of 
our work, without the appointment of a 
committee, and return to our homes, we 
will, sir, become the laughing-stock of 
dur constituency, and we would not, in 
my humble opinion, be worthy of their 
consideration. I have come here to this 
Convention for the purpose of work. I 
stand here this morning, perhaps sacri- 
ficing not so much as some, yet it seems 
to me that I have a duty devolving upon 
me, and I desire to perform that duty and 
return aga’in to the business calling of my 
life. But, sir, if we should adjourn here, 
upon the eve of our work, we shall find our- 
selves, by and by, in a condition in which 
the people of this Commonwealth will 
discard the work we are doing. The fact 
of it is, whed we look to the &ate of 
Sew York we see their Convention ad- 
journing, from day to day, and they re- 
mained in session nearly one year, and 
the people became tired, the press became 
wearied, and the result of it was that a 
large portion of the work that had been 
done by that body of able and expe- 
rienced men was laid aside on the shelf. 
For one, I am opposed to any adjourn- 
ment only until Monday.. 

Mr. BEEBE. Mr. President: I en- 
tirely concur with the views expressed by 
my friend from Crawford (Mr. Mantor) 
and my friend from Erie (Mr. Walker.) 
I wish to take such action as I believe 
will enable the body of this Convention 
to work in harmnny and to work the 
most speedily ; but, sir, it is well known 
that by virtue of the act of A.ssembly we 
assembled here at a time immediately 
after an exciting political canvass. The 
time of most every member of this Con- 
vention is occupied here to the neglect of 
his private business. Xow this may be 

wrong or it may be right ; but it is evi- 
dent that we were compelled to come here 
without having given this subject that 
thought which is desirable, and that the 
people nor the press had given any es- 
pressions upon the subject. And thus we 
stand here now. And when the commit- 
tees are announced, for my part, I believe 
the work of this Convention would be 
forwarded if we should then adjourn, ar- 
range all our matters, enjoy our Thahks- 
giving and Christmas, and meet in Phila- 
delphia for the purpose of commencing 
and continuing the work. I therefore 
concur in the sentiments expressed by 
the gentlemen from Erie and Crawford 
in having the Convention meet at the 
earliest time these reports can be had, and 
then adjourn to the earliest time in 
Philadelphia. 

While up I wish to mention one matter 
referred to here-that it is the opinion 
that the Convention is governed in its 
action by the fact that members have 
railroad passes in their pockets. I pre- 
sume the statement of the gentleman will 
go out to the public, and for myself I de- 
sire to say that I have no railroad passes 
nor tickets, and I think it is the sentiment 
of many of the members that they do not 
intend to have any. 

Mr. JOHN PRICE WETEIEBILL. Mr. 
President : I fully agree with the remarks 
made by the gentlemen who oppose ad- 
journment until Tuesday week; and, sir, 
I would say, as coming from Philadel- 
phia, thnt my colleagues from Philadcl- 
phia are ready to meet from day to day 
until this entire work submitted to us 
has been gone through with, and that 
they will just as constantly and faithfully 
perform their duties from day to day as 
any other members of this Convention. 
And because Philadelphia happens to be 
located a little nearer Harrisburg than 
some locations, I deep it to be unkind 
for any one to suggest that on that account 
the Philadelphia delegation here assem- 
bled will not perform their full and entire 
duty. As I understand it, we sre here 
for work and for nothing else. I appeal 
to every member of this Convention, if 
we adjourn from day to day until Tues- 
day next or Tuesday week, what advan- 
tage wili it be to us if we were to perform 
the enormous amount of duty which we 
performed yesterday, and which we have 
cont.inued and will be likely to perform to- 
day ? Will not that duty be in the future, 
for at least a week or ten days, just 
similar to the duty of yesterday and to- 
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day? It is nothing in the lvorld, sir, in Friday, I will venture to say, there were 
my opinion, but a waste of time. We not twenty members of this Convention 
were here yesterday an hour and a half, in the city of Harrisburg, and yet the 
~(1 the balance of the time we xere President was toremain here and appoint 
idling about Harrisburg. piow, sir, I am the committees. Who was there left hem 
not one of those who are willing to do with whom he could consult upon that 
anything of the sort. If we have work to subject? It is not to be supposed, Mr. 
perform in this Convention I am willing President, well known as you are through- 
to meat in the morning, in the afternoon out this Commonwealth, that a very great 
or in the evening; but I do not like, sir, many of the members of this Convcntiou 
to meet one hour of the day and have the are known personally to yen, and it wonId 
balance of the day idle upon my hands. be impossible, as I know your honor 

Kow, sir, as I understand it, what we thought yourself, to discharge the duties 
want to do is this: To go to work, and of appointing the committees of this Con- 
we cannot go to work until the commit- vention without a personal consultntiou 
tees are announced. It seems to mc, sir, with many members from differont parts 
that inasmuch as that is a very important of the State. If the Convention will adopt 
duty, full and ample time should be given the proposition of the gentleman from 
the President of this Convention, in order l’hiladell~l~ia who has just taken his scat, 
that he may know the qualifications of aud adjourn now until week after nest, 
c:lch member and their peculiar fitness the train that leaves here thisafternoon at 
fbr the commlttces upon which they may tn.0 0’cl0ck, I will venture to say, will 
1)~ placed. It is folly for us to confine take cverydele%tte from thecity of l’hila- 
him to one day or two days, but we should delphia home, and a groat mang’ 111or0, 

give him ample and full timo in order and you ~111 be left in the sxno postiiou 
that these committces may be properly precisely as you were a week aso, not a 
:ll)pointed, and in order that the COIC single member here with whom pa can 

mittcc work, the gist of the whole thing, consult in reference to the formntiou of 
sirall be performed to the satisfaction of your committees. I am willing to adjourn 
this Convention and the people. I, sir, for to-day if you see proper, but would prefer 
that reason, and that alone, favor the ntl- waiting until to-morrow. I have no ob- 
journment from to-day until Tuesday jection to meeting nest Monday, and 
week, so that the President of this Conven- whether we meet in the morning or at 
tion,mithout hurryandwithout haste,may thrco o’clock in the afternoon, to accom- 
thoroughly sift the qualifications of mem- modnto gentlemen from Philadelphia, I 
lxxx, so that when the committees arc am perfectly satisfied, but I an no,:. 
appointed every man may be in the right willing to adjourn any longer. 
p!aco. With that done, WC can go to work, I have had some little expcricncc hcrc, 
and until that is done no work of any Mr. President-more or less for the last 
account con be accomplished by this body. twenty years-and I know, since railroail 

Mr. KAIXE. Mr. President : The re- facilities lrsve become so very great, es- 
marks of the gentleman n-ho has just actly how it is hero. The Legislature, 
taken his seat are all very well, but let us couventions, and other bodicn of which I 
see as to their application. Ho desires to have been a member, adjourn for the 
adjourn for the purpose of enabling the ostensible purpose of having something 
President to complete the committees. done during their absence. Sothiug iti 
The committee appointed to desigunte done iu their absence. So it will be’herc. 
what committees should be appointed by A gentlemen the other day on?ered a rcso- 
the Chair for this House made report, lution that the committees should meet 
perhaps, onlast Thursday ; it then became here once a week &or the Convention atl- 
the duty of the President to appoint those journs over to Philadelphia ; and suppos- 
committees, and for the ostensible pur- ing that I should be appointed a member 
pose of allowing the President time to ap- of a committee, living, as I do, at the er- 
point those committees, this Convontion treme south-western corner of the State, 
adjournod until Wednesday of the present and a gentleman from \Yaync, the es- 
week. It did not suit me to go home, Mr. treme north-western corner, should be a 
President; I live too far away; but it member, WC would hnve a nice time corn-- 
suited the gentleman from Philadelphia ing here once a week to meet in commit- 
who has just taken his seat, I have no tee. My opinion is that the Convention 
doubt, and in less than two hours after should remain here, that they s!xould 
the adjournment of this Convention last mcot perhaps every morning at eleven 
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o’clock, and remain in session until one as 
a Convention. That would give the com- 
mittees an opportunity every morning to 
have a meeting of some three or four 
hours, and time to meet in the afternoon 
some three or four hours more. They 
could meet again the next day, and com- 
mittees ready to report could do so. Gen- 
tlemen having propositions could present 
them to the Convention, and they could 
be referred to the proper committees. My 
word for it, that is the only way in which 
the business of this Convention can be 
done. 

The gentleman thought that what we 
did here yesterday was of no value at all. 
I differ with him entirely. It is just ex- 
actly what I want, and what many mem- 
bers desire. They want to know what is 
the opinion of the people upon these sub- 
jects; they want to know what amend- 
ments are to be proposed in this Conven- 
tion; they want to know what is likely to 
be before them. We come here no doubt 
most of us strangers to each other: we 
don’t know each other’s views, and we 
want to know and hear the views of the 
members of this Convention upon the 
various subjects which we are brought 
here to act upon in proposing amend- 
ments to the Constitution; and we cannot 
do that unless we are here together. You 
have upon your table, Mr. President, I 
have no doubt, from fifty to a hundred 
resolutions proposing to amend the Con- 
atitution and instructions to committees. 
Is it supposed by members who have 
offered those resolutions-( that seems to 
be the opinion of many)-that upon the 
appointment of the committees those reso- 
lutions will be referred to them as a mat- 
ter of course ? That will not be the course. 
Those resolutions will be taken up and 
proceeded with to a second reading, and it 
will be for the Convention to say whether 
those instructions shall be referred to the 
oemmittees or not. Mr. President, there 
are subjects enough upon the tablo now 
to take up a month of debate in this Con- 
vention. Is that nothing ? 

I am not opposed to ‘going to Philadel- 
- phia when the proper time comes, as has 

been said, and, as has been suggested 
in the papers, I am not afraid of Phila- 
delphia. I am not afraid of any ma- 
lignant iniiuences arising or coming over 
me in Philadelphia as a member of this 
Convention. I know that some reports 
have got abroad, whether they are true or 
not, with regard to the reputation of Phila- 
delphia. I am not afraid of them. 

Philadelphia, Mr. President, to me is sur- 
rounded with many happy memories. 
All the Conventions that have ever sat to 
make Constitutions for Pennsylvania 
have sat in Philadelphia; all the Presi- 
dents of those Conventions have been 
residents of Philadelphia ; the Declara- 
tion of Independence was promulgated 
from there, and the Constitution of the 
United States was made there, I have no 
fears in regard to going to Philadelphia, 
but I don’t want to adjourn every day or 
every week to allow members to go to 
Philadelphia, when I think it is their duty 
to stay here and attempt, at least, to dis- 
charge their duties. I am in favor of the 
amendment, and I do not care whether 
we adjourn to Monday at ten o’clock in 
the morning or three in the afternoon. 

Mr. JOHN PIUCE WETHERILL. Ide- 
sire to correct the remark made by the 
gentleman from Fayette (Mr. Kaine.) 
He stated that I, in my remarks, said that 
the hour and a half or more occupied by 
the Convention yesterday was time idled 
away. I said just the reverse-that it was 
time well occupied; but that the hour 
and a half that he and I spent at the quar- 
ter sessions yesterday afternoon I con- 
sidered a waste of time. 

Mr. J. R. REED. Mr. President : I be- 
lieve I have not trespassed upon the time 
of this Convention but once. I trust the 
gentlemen from other sections than the 
city of Philadelphia will permit me to 
resent the good natured attack of my 
friend from Pittsburg. I am in favor of 
the resolution offered by my colleague to 
adjourn until Tuesday the third of De- 
cember, to meet here at twelve o’clock, 
and for very good reasons, as I conceive. 
I have not had the honor to be a member 
of any other deliberative body, and I am 
unaccustomed to their course of proceed- 
iugs ; and I am further so unfortunate as 
to be a resident of that city which seems 
to be the object of the attack of gentle- 
men around me, and I can see for no good 
reason. nut, sir, as I have said, I am in 
favor of adjourning until Tuesday week 
for this reason : To-morrow is Saturday, as 
we well know. Suppose we adjourn to 
meet on Monday or Tuesday next? 
Wednesday next isa day set apart by the 
authorities of this State and the National 
administration as a holiday; it is not 
probable that the members of this Con- 
vention will permit their devotional ex- 
ercises to be interfered with by their du- 
ties in this body: I trust not. I look 
about me and see gentlemen who are 

. 
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prominent in religious denominations, 
and it is not customary for them to neg- 
lect those duties. I suppose, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that by giving you a week and some 
two or three days to ascertain the fitness 
of gentlemen for positions on the Com- 
mittees, we would be obliging you and 
giving the members of this Convention 
ample time to go to their respective homes 
to indulge in their Thanksgiving dinner 
and return, and I did not suppose that 
the public spirit of this State would be 
violated, or that the people would think 
that this Convention was not willing to 
discharge their duty readily and with 
alacrity. I am sorry to learn that it 
soems to be the impression of some gen- 
tlemen in this body that there is any dele- 
gate in this hall who is not ready and 
willing to meet with them and to concur 
with them in every measure which they 
may introduce which looks to the quick 
discharge of the duties for which we are 
assembled here. 

The question recurred on the nmcnd- 
mont as moditled, which would make the 
resolution read as follows : 

Resolved, That when the Convention 
adjourns to-day it be to meet next Mon- 
day at three o’clock P. M. 

On the question, will the Convention 
agree so to amend ? 

The yeas and nays were required by 
Mr. Mann and Mr. Temple, and were as 
follow, viz : 

YEAS. ” 

Messrs. Achenbach, Ainey, Alricks, An- 
drew%, Arnlstrong, Baily, (Perry,)Bailey, 
(Huntingdon,)Beebe,Bowman, Broomall, 
Black, Chas. A., Brown, Buckalew, Camp- 
boll, Carter, Cassidy, Church, Clark, Col- 
lins, Cochran, Corbett, Curtin, Dallas, 
Darlington, De France, Dimmick, Ellis, 
Edwards, Elliott, Ewing, Finney, Fulton, 
Funck, Gilpin, Guthrie, Hall, Hanna, 
Harvey, Hazzard. Horton, Howard, 
Iiaine; Lamberton, Lawrence, Long; 
M’Allister. M’Clean. M’Connell, M’Mur- 
ray, MacVeagh, Mann, Mantor, Minor, 
Mott, Newlin, Patterson, D. W., Patter- 
son, T. H. B., Patton, Porter, Purviance, 
John N., Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, James 
L., Rooke, Runk, Russell, Sharpc, Smith, 
H. G.,Stewart, Struthers, Turrell, Walker, 
Wetherill, J. RI., White, David I?., White, 
Harry, White, J. W. F., Wright and Mer- 
dith, ZVesident-75. 

NAYS. 
Messrs. Addioks, Baer, Baker, Bannan, 

Barclay, Boyd,Corson, Cronmiller, Curry, 

Dodd, Dunning, Elliott, Hemphill, 
Hay, Heverin, Hunsicker, Landis, I,illy, 
M’Camaut, Niles, Palmer, G. W., Palmer, 
H. W., Purviance, Samuel A., Read, John 
R., Ross, Simpson, Smith, Henry W., 
Smith, W. H., Temple, Wetherill, John 
Price, Woodward and Worrell-22. 

So the question was determined in the 
affirmative. 

The resolution as amended was then 
adopted. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. RUSSELL offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and laid on the 
table : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Edu- 
cation be instructed to consider and report 
upon the expediency of inserting in the 
Constitution a section requiring the Leg- 
islature to appropriate annually not less 
than one million of dollars for the purpose 
of education, to be distributed among tho 
several sahool districts in such way as the 
Legislature may determine. 

>lr. COciIRAx offered the following 
resolutions, which were read and laid on 
the table : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Coun- 
ty, Township and Borough Officers, when 
appointed, be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of introducing into the 
Constitution of this State the following 
provisions, in substance, to wit : 

There shall be established in the city of 
Philadelphia, and in every county of this 
State containing a population of thirty 
thousand souls and upwards, according 
to the census and enumeration made by 
the authority of the United States in the 
year 1870, a probate court, of which there 
shall be one judge learned in the law, 
whose term of office shall be ten years, if 
he shall so long behave himself well, and 
who shall bo subjeot to removal for the 
same causes and in the same manner as . 
judges of the superior court. A judge 
and also a clerk of said court shall be 
elected in each county in which said 
court is authorized by this section at the 
first general election held in this Com- 
monwealth after the adoption of this 
amended Constitution. The term of office 
of said clerk slrtlll be five years, but he 
shall be romoved by the judge whenever 
it shall be judicially made to appear to 
his satisfaction that said clerk has been 
guilty of extortion or any other malfeas- 
ance in offioe ; and in the event of such re- 
moval being made, the vacancy shall be 
supplied by an appointment of a SUC- 
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cessor, to be made by said judge, to con- 
tinue until the expirationof ten days after 
the next ensuing general election, at 
which a successor to said clerk shall be 
chosen for the full term of five years. 
Said judge and clerk shall each be com- 
missioned by the Governor, and the pro- 
bate courts shall be organized and go into 
operation on the first Monday of Decem- 
ber succeeding their first election. 

Each probate court shall be a court of 
record, having a seal, bearing for a device 
the coat of arms of this Commonwealth, 
encircled by the words ‘6 Probate court of 

county, Pennsylvania.” The ju- 
risdiction of said court shall extend to all 
matters and cases now acted upon by and 
committed to the register of wills, the reg- 
isters’ court and the orphans’ court in the 
respective county in which it shall be es- 
tablished by virtue of this section, and 
shall have the power to send, certify and 
direct issues of fact to,be tried in the su- 
perior court, as such issues may now be 
sent, certified and directed by the register, 
registers’ court and orphans’ court to the 
court of common pleas. The judge of said 
probate court shall be entitled to receive 
from the treasurer of his proper county, 
in quarter-yearly payments, such salary, 
not less than $2,500 annually, as may be 
fixed and appointed by the Legislature, 
and which shall not be diminished during 
his continuance in office. The clerk of 
such probate court shall receive such sal- 
ary as the Legislature shall direct, to be 
paid out of the funds of the proper county. 
All fees now by law payable to the regis- 
ter of wills and clerk of the orphans’ court 
shall be collected by the clerk of said 
oourt, who shall give bond in such sum as 
the Legislature shall appoint, with such 
security as one of the judges of the supe- 
rior court shall approve, conditioned for 
the faithful and punctual payment of all 
such fees collected, or that ought to have 
been collected by him, every threemonths 
into the county treasury, and shall not be 
entitled to reoeive any part of his salary 
until such payment shall have been made. 

SJ~CTION -. At the first general election 
held in this Commonwealth after the 
adoption of this amended Constitution, 
there shall be eleoted in each county three 
persons, citizens of said oounty, of whom 
one shall be learned in the law, in choos- 
ing whom eachqualified elector shall be 
entitled to vote for two and no more, who 
shall oonstitute a county board, and whose 
term of offlce shall be three years. The 
oounty board shall transact all the busi- 

ness now transacted by, and ~OSWW nll 
the powers and authoritiesof the board of 
county commissioners, and shall also have 
authority and jurisdiction to entertain, 
act and decide upon all petitions and pro- 
ceedings for viewing, opening, laying out, 
vacating and changing public and private 
roads and bridges, for granting tavern and 
all other licenses now granted ‘by the 
court of quarter sessions, for erecting, di- 
viding and changing the lines of town- 
ships, for tlxing and changing the places 
of holding elections and creating new 
election districts, for establishing inde- 
pendent school districts, for erecting and 
chartering boroughs, for changing the 
names of persons, for creating and char- 
tering all corporations which may now be 
incorporated by the court of common 
pleas, and upon all other such matters and 
things relating to and regulating the local 
business and affairs of the respective 
county-as shall be placed under the juris- 
diction of said county board from time to 
time by the Legislature. The said board 
shall have a clerk and seal, and the pro- 
ceedings of said board, certified from its 
minutes by the president thereof, attested 
by the clerk, and authenticated by its 
seal, shall be received in evidence in all 
cases in which the original proceedings 
duly proved would be received in any 
court of record. The member of said 
board required to be learned in the law 
shall be the President thereof, and its 
members shall receive such annual salary, 
not less than $1,000 each, as shall be di- 
rected by law, which shall be paid in 
equalquarterly-yearlypayments,together 
with the compensation of their clerk, 
which shall be fixed by them, out of their 
county stock. All fees now by law paya- 
ble to the clerk of the court of quarter 
sessions, or any other offloer whatever, 
for or on aocount of any of the matters 
and things by this section placed under 
the jurisdiction of the county board, shall 

. be collected by them and paidevery three 
months into the aounty treasury, and no 
part of the salary of the members of said 
board or their olerk shall be paid until 
this provision shall be complied with. 

The members of the county board first 
eleoted as above provided shall meet and 
organize in the commissioners’ office of 
their respective oounties on the first Mon- 
day of December next succeeding their 
election, when the powers and duties of 
the present boards of county commission- 
ers shall cease and determine. 

&XT.-. At the first general election held 
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in this Commonwealth after the adoption 
of this amended Constitution there shall 
be elected three persons, citizens of said 
county, who shall be county auditors, 
each qualified elector to vote for two can- 
didates for county auditor and no more. 
The term of office of the county auditors 
shall be three years. They shall audit, 
settle and adjust the accounts of the 
clerk of the probate court, the members 
and clerk of the county board, the sheriff, 
county treasurer, directors of the poor, 
and all other officersor persons entrusted 
with the receipt, custody and disburse- 
ment of the public moneys, bonds and 
property of the county. The auditors 
elected in accordance with the provisions 
of this section shall enter upon the dis- 
charge of their duties on the first Monday 
of January next succeeding the time of 
their election, and shall have power, at all 
times, to examine the books and papers of 
the several officers whose aceomits it is 
their duty to settle, and to forbid and pro- 
vent the payment of all charges and 
claims against and upon the county until 
they shall besatisfiedof their justice, hon- 
esty and lawfulness, or until the liability 
of the county to pay such charges and 
claims shall be established by due legal 
proceedings. 

SECT. -. In all the counties in this 
(:ommonwealth in which a county alms- 
house and hospital, or other institution 
for the support of the poor, at the common 
expense of tho people of the county, has 
been established and eroctcd, there shall 
be elected, at the first general election held 
in this Commonwealth after the adoption 
ofthisamended Constitution, five persons, 
citizens of such county, who shall be direc- 
tors of the poor and house of employment 
of said county. At said election and each 
succeeding election for such ofhacrs, each 
qualified elector may vote for three and 
no more candidates for said office. Each 
person so elected shall hold his office for 
the term of three years, and shall enter 
upon the dischargeof hisdutieson the first 
Monday of January next after his election. 

SECT. -. Vacancies in the office of pro- 
bate judge shall be tilled in the same 
manner asis provided in this Constitution 
for filling vacancies in the office of judge 
of the superior court. Vacancies occurring 
in the county board, county auditors and 
directors of the poor shall be filled by ap- 
pointments, to be made by the judges of 
the superior court of the district. The 
officers so appointed to fill vacancies shall, 
in all cases, hold their appointments until 
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the time at which the terms of their re- 
spective predecessors would have fully 
ended. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Ju- 
diciary, when appointed, be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of introducing 
into the Constitution of this State the 
following provisions, in substance, to wit : 

SECT. 1. The judicial power of this 
Commonwealth shall be vested in a Su- 
preme Court, in a superior court, in a pro- 
bate court, and wherever no probate 
court shall be hereinafter provided, in an 
orphans’ court and registers’ court for 
each county, in justices of the peace, and 
in such other courts as the Legislature 
may from time to time establish. 

SECT. 2. The judges of the several su- 
perior courts shall be elected by the quali- 
fied electors of the respective districts 
over which they are to preside or act as 
judges. They shall be two in number in 
each district, and shall be learned in the 
law. They shall be elected at the same 
time, and each elector shall be entitled to 
vote for only one candidate. The term of 
ofice shall be twenty years, and said 
judges shall not be re-eligible. The3 
shall be commissioned by the Govomor 
for said term, if they shall so long behave 
themselves well ; but for any reasonable 
cause which shall not be sufficient grountl 
for impeachment, the Governor shall re- 
move any of them on the address of two- 
thirds of the members elected to each 
branchof the Legislature. The first elec- 
tion shall take place at the general elec- 
tion of the Commonwealth next after tlm 
ndoptionofthisamendedConstitution,and 
the commissions of all the judges of the 
court of common pleas, who may bo then 
in o!iice,shall expireon the first Jfondny of 
of December following, when the terms of 
the new judges shall commence. i\n? 
vacancies happening by death, resign,% 
tion or otherwise of any or either of the 
judges of said superior court shall be 
filled by appointnfent by the Governor, 
with the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate, tocontinue until the expiration of the 
term for which the judge, by reason of 
whose death, resignation or other circum- 
stances said vacancy occurred, was elected. 
Should the Senate not be in session when 
such vacancy shall occur, the Governor 
shall appoint a person to fill the vacant 
judgeship, andissue a commissionto him, 
empowering him to act until a successor 
shall be appointed by the Governor, with 
the advice and consent of the Setr&te, and 
no longor. The judges of said superior 
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courts shall receive adequate salaries, to 
be fixed by law, which shall not be di- 
minished during their’ continuance in 
office, but they shall receive no fees or 
perquisites of -office, nor hold any other 
office of profit under this Commonwealth 
or under the government of the United 
States, or of any other State of this Union. 

SEC. 3. The jurisdiction of the said su- 
perior courts shall extend to the hearing 
nud decision of all issues of law or fact in 
all oases, civil or criminal, and in all ac- 
tions in law or equity, except those in- 
trusted and committed to the probate 
court and county board by this Constitu- 
tion in other articles thereof. 

SEC. 4. The judges of said superior court 
shall not sit together in the trial and hear- 
ing of causes, but shall in succession hold 
the courts in each county of their district, 
subject to such temporary arrangement as 
circumstances may require, and as they 
may agree among themselves. 

COMIMUNICATION FROM THE AUDITOR 
GENERAL. 

A communication from the Auditor 
General was read, being in answer to a 
resolution of inquiry passed yesterday, 
stating that the whole amount of money 
paid by the State for public printing for 
the year ending June 30,1872, is 629,Gi4 i0 ; 
for stock, fine paper, maps, envelopesand 
other materials, $15,2i9 39; for binding and 
lithographing, $9,139 65. The communica- 
tion,%lI<cb iras signed by the Auditor 
General. further declared that “there had 
been nd’ expenditure of money for print- 
ing under the existing contract outside of 
the schedule of rates prescribed by the act 
of Assembly.” 

RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. JOIIN R. PuEvmNcE offered the fol- 

lowing resolutions, which were read and 
laid oa the table : 

Resolved. That the Committee on Edu- 
cation be. ‘instructed to report that the 
General Assembly shall levy a special 
annual tax upon all railroads and insur- 
ance corporations, which shall be exclu- 
sively devoted to the maintenance of pub 
lit schools. 

Resolved, That the seat of government 
shall be and remain permanent at the city 
of Harrisburg, unless otherwise located 
by a majority vote of the Legislature,and 
by a majority of the qualified electors of 
the State. 

Resolved, That no bank shall be estab- 
lished otherwise than under a general 
bauking law. 

Mr. M’MURRAY offered the following 
resolution, whioh was read and laid on 

the table : 
Resolved, That the seventh rule be 

amended, as follows : 
Strike out all after the first paragraph, 

and insert in lieu thereof the following : 
“Calling the list of counties alphabeti- 
cally, to allow members to present letters, 
petitions, memorials, remonstrances and 
accomDanving documents, and to allow 

-  1 -  

of the properreference.” 
Mr. WRIQET offered the following reso- 

tion, which was twice read and adopted : 
Resolved. That the proper officers of this 

Convention be requested to draw their 
warrants upon the Treasurer of the Corn- 
monwealth for the amounts allotted to 
each member for stationery, to wit : Fifty 
dollars. 

Mr. HUNSICRER offered the follow-ing 
resolution, which was read and laid on 
the table : 

Resolved, That the Committee upon the 
Declaration of Rights be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of amending 
section eleven of article nine of the present 
Constitution, so that the same shall read : 

‘1 That all courts shall be open, and every 
man. for an injury done him in his lands, 
goods, person- or- reputation, shall have 
remedy by the due course of law, and 
right and justice administered .witl~ut 
sale. denial or delay; and that the juclg- 
ment, decree or sentence of every snbor- 
dinate court shall be subject to review by 
the Supreme Court of the State. SuiM 
may be brought against the Common- 
wealth in such manner in such courts 
and in such cases as the Legislature may 
by law direct.” 

Mr. BEEBE offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and laid on the 
table : 

Raolved, That it is the sense of this 
Convention that the paper furnished by 
the Clerk, for the use of the Convention, 
shall be printed with an appropriate 
heading. 

Mr. FUNCK offered the following resolu- 
tions, which were read and laid on the 
table : 

Resolved, That there should be but one 
person elected under a general law to 
collect State, municipal, county and local 
taxes of every kind iu a district, town- 
ship, borough or ward in a city, who should 
receive a salary fixed by law for his ser- 
vices, and the Committee upon Revenue, 
Taxation and Finance is horcby in- 
structed to inquire into this subject. 



10s DEBATES OF THE 

A’osolved, That the Committee upon 
Private Corporations be and the same is 
hereby instructed to inquire into and rc- 
port upon the expediency of amrulling 
all charters heretofore conferred on car- 
porate bodies with banking and disoount- 
ing privileges, in such manner, however, 
that no injustice shall be done to the car- 
porators. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pri- 
vate Corporationa be and the same is 
hereby instructed to inquire into and re- 
port upon the expediency of withholding 
from the Legislature the powor to confer 
banking and discounting privileges upon 
oorporations other than banks of issue. 

Mr. JNO.PRICEWETHERILL~~~~~~~ the 
following resolution, which was read and 
laid on the table : 

Resolved, That the names of the ab- 
sentees, or those not voting upon the call 
of the yeas and nays, shall be announced 
by the Secretary after reading the list and 
placed upon the Journal. 

Mr. LII~LY offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read and laid on the table : 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Commit- 

tee be requested to examine, consider, 
and, if they deem expedient, report a life 
tonure for tho judgesof tho superior court, 
the judges presiding over judicial dis- 
tricts, and such other judges as arc re- 
quired to bo learned in the law; said 
tenure to cease at seventy years of age, or 
upon impeachment for cause bofore th 
retirement at the ago of seventy years, to 
draw the full pay received by said jndge 
or judges as when receiving full pay; 
Provided, Impeachment shall be a for- 
feiture of all pay or emolumonts. 

Mr. .J. R. REAM offered the follolving 
resolution, which was read and laid on 
the table : 

Resolved, That the Legislature sh:dl not 
grant any extra compensation to any 
publio officer, servant, agent or contiwtcr, 
nor increase or diminish any salary or 
compensation, except that of judicial ofli- 
cers, during the torm of service. 

Mr. J. M. BAILEY moved that tho C’on- 
vention do now adjourn. 

The motion wasagreed to, and the Prcsi- 
dent adjourned the Convention until 
Monday next, at three o’clock P. M. 



EIGHTH DAY. 

MONDAY, Novmber!25,1872. 

The Convention met at three o’alook, 
pursuant to adjournment, the President, 
Hon. William M. Meredith, in the ,Ohair. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. 0. W. 
Stelling, of the Fourth street Lutheran 
church, Harrisburg. 

The Journal of the last day’s setion 
was read and approved. 

COMNUNICATION FROM THE AUDITOR 

QENERAL. 

A communication from the Auditor 
General ‘was read, giving a statement of 
the amounts of money paid into the State 
Treasury for the several years since Jan- 
uary, 1367, by the offices of the prothono- 
tary of the dictrict court, prothonotary of 
the Supreme Court, register of wills, kc., 
of Philadelphia, which was read and laid 
on the table. 

LEAVB OF ABBENCl3. 

Messrs. Purman, H. W. Palmer, 9. A, 

Purviance, Rooke and Lucius Rogers, 
As&&ant Clerk, obtained leave of absence 
for a few days. 

BTANDINQ COMXITTBEB. 

The PRESIDENT announced the follow- 
ing to constitute the standing oommittees 
of the Convention : 

1. On Legislature. Messrs. MacVeagh, 
Hopkins, David N. White, Gilpin, Niles, 
Achenbach, John Price Wetherill, Dallas, 
Horton. 

2. On LegisZat&n.-Messrs. Harry White, 
J. 8. Black, Dimmick, Purman, Mann, 
&rbett, Finney, John R. Reed, Ewing, 
S. H. Reynolds, Hanna, Hall, Ourry, T. 
H. B. Patterson, Andrews. 

3. On Executive Department.-&feaars. 
Cuitin, Jno. N. Porvianoe, Chas. A. 
Black, Walker, Biddle, Fell, Lamberton, 
Armstrong, Bowman. 

4. Cn Judiciary.~Messrs. Armstrong, 
Woodward, Russell, Cuyler, 8. A. Pnr- 
viance, Sharpe, MaoVeagh, Kaine, Jas. L 
Reynolds, Dallas, Broomall, Boyd, Craig, 
Wright, Bartholomew. 

5. on suffra& Elee6ion und Rqaenta- 
lizx-Messr& M’Allister, Buokalew, Ful- 

r,lOO 

ton, Brown, Simpson, Elliott, Lilly, Ellis, 
J. W. F. White, M’Murray, Rooke, Gas- 
sidy, Carter, Campbell, Ainey. 

6. On Impsachmcnt and .Removal fkwn 
Oflee.-Messrs. Biddle, Andrews, Gibson, 

Harry White, Davis. 
7. On %mmia~, Cjke8, Oath of O$ke ’ 

and InaompatibtZz@ of O$tce. -Messrs. 
Kaine, Baker, Boyd, H. W. Palmer, 
Jno. M. Bailey, Stewart, M’Clean, Beebe, 
Struthers. 

8. On Educ&en.-Messrs. Darlington, 
Chas. A. Black, Stanton, Wherry, Runk, 
Lsndis, Lear, Hall, Minor. 

9. 9n Oytiea and fXty martera.-Messrs. 
Walker, Quthrie, Littleton, Metzger, Jas. 
L. Reynolds, Alricks, Pughe, Henry W. 
Smith, John Price Wetherill. 

10. On S?ounties. Townships and Evr- 
e~@&-s. -Messrs. Lawrence, Lamberton, 
Darlington, Henry W. Smith, Howard, 
Brcdhead, Struthem, Ixmdis, Parsona 

IL. On County, T-hip and Borqh 
Q@cera.-Messrs. 9. A. Purviance, Gowen, 
Carey, Elliott, Lear, Brown, Mantor, 
Andrew Reed, Runk. 

12. On MiZiWa.-Messrs. Porter, Hay, 
Lilly, G. W. Palmer, Stanton. 

13. On fiblie and Municipal Debt8 und 
Sinking FuruZa.-Mesars. Buckalew, Ai- 
ney, Gtuthrie, Addicks, De France, Par- 
sons, Temple, Littleton, Van Reed. 

14. On Nate Instit~tiona and Building&- 
Messrs. Turrell, Mott, MaoUonnell, Wor- 
rell J. W. F. White, Temple, M’Culloch. 

15. On Religion and Charitable Gqwra- 
tionu and &cietie.%-Messrs. Mann, Al- 
ricks, Minor, Huusicker, Carter, Worm& 
Gollins. 

16. On Railroads and Canals.-Messrs. 
tichran, Curtin, Barr, Horton, T. H. B. 
Patterson, M’Allister, Sharpe, Rooke, 
Beebe, Howard, Campbell, M’Culloch, 
Hemphill, Joseph, Baily, Funck. 

17. @bl+ivate Cqwratiima, 3breign am42 
Dimestic, other than railroads, canals and 
religious and charit.abZe aorp3mtiwn5 and 
soodelies.-Messrs. Woodward, Turrell, 
Dodd, Collins, Heverin, Dimmick, Clark, 

. 

. 
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Curson, Barclay, Stewart, Barr, J. W. F. 
White, Harvey, Baker, Simpson. 

IS. On De&ration of RipUs.-Messrs. 
Hqkins, MacConnell, Wright, Corson, 
Clark, Edwards, Gibson, Lawrence, Nen- 
lin. 

19. On .&lure Amendments.-IIessrs. 
Funck, Cassidy, Davis, Brodhead, Ban- 
nan. 

20. On ConstitutionaZSanctions.-Messrs. 
J. S. Black, Bowman, Cronmiller, Ban- 
nan, De France, Porter, Addicks, Hun- 
sicker, Bardsley. 

21. On Scheduks. - Messrs. Bartholo- 
mew, Corbett, Mantor, G. W. Palmer, D. 
W. Patterson, Gilpin, Hanna, Barclay, 
Hazzard. 

22. On Revision and AcZjuatment.-Messrs. 
Gowen, Knight, Church, D. W. Patterson, 
H. W. Palmer. 

23. On Accounts and Expenditure of the 
Convention.-Messrs. Hay, Cochran, Pat.- 
toq Jno. N. Purviance, Joseph Baily. 

24. On Prinli?tg and Binding.-Messrs. 
Xewlin, TV. H. Smith, Russell, H. G. 
Smith, Cochran, Cuyler, David N. White. 

25. On Industrial Interests and Labor.- 
Jfessrs. Carey, Long, Fell, M’Camant, 
Pugho, Andrew Reed, Edwards, Achen- 
bach, Fulton. 

26. O?t Agriculture, Xning, Mwwfac- 
tures and CommeTce.-Messrs. Finney, 
J. ;\I. Wetherill, Knight, TV. IX. Smith, 
Curry, Dunning, Hazzard, hiott, Ewing. 

27. On Revenue, Taxation and Finance. 
-Messrs. Broomall, Church, Nilcs, Van 
Reed, Bardsley, Purman, Ewing, Ross, 
Jno. M. Bailey. 

RESOLUTIOSS. 
Mr. HARRY WIIITE offered the follow- 

ing resolution, which was twice read : 
Resolved, That the Conseitution be re- 

ferred to the difYerent committees, as 
follows : 

80 much thereof as relates to the forma- 
tion, meetings and terms of members of 
Legislature, to the Committee on Legisla- 
tion. 

80 much thereof as relates to the power 
of the Legislature and the manner of 
legislation, to the Conin3tee on Legisla- 
tion. 

So much thereof as relates to the organi- 
zation, powers and duties of Executive 
Department, together with veto and par- 
doning power, to the Committee on Ex- 
ecutive Department. 

So much thereof as relates to the orea- 
tion and jurisdiction of the differont 

. 

courts, together with the manner of sc- 
letting aldormen and justices of the 
peace, their jurisdiction and term of 
office, as well as the term of office of the 
judges of the courts, to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

So much thereof as relates to tho yuali- 
fication of electors, the conduct of electors 
and the matter of representation, to the 
Committee on Suffrage, Elections and 
Representation. 

So much as relates to impeachment, 
misbehavior in and removal from office, 
to the Committee on Impeachment and 
Removal from Office. 

So much thereof as relates to issuing 
commissions, oaths of oltice, public offices 
and officers, which are inconsistent with 
each other, to the Committee on Commis- 
sions, Offices, Oath of Office and Incom- 
patibility of Oflice. 

So much thereof as relates to the ques- 
tion of education, to the Committee on 
Education. 

Ro much thereof as relates to the for- 
mation of counties, townships and borr 
oughs, to the Committoe on Counties, 
Townships and Boroughs. 

So much thereof as relates to the offices 
of counties, townships and boroughs, to 
the Committee on County, Township and 
Borough Oifices. 

So much thereof as relates to the mili- 
tary department, to tllo Committee on the 
Militia. 

So much thereof 8s relates to the debt 
of the Commonwealth and Sinking Fund, 
together with what relates to the powers 
of municipalities to create debt, to the 
Committee on Public and Municipal 
Debts and Sinking Funds. 

So much thereof as relates to the insti- 
tutions and buildings owned by the Com- 
monwealth, to the Committee on State 
Institutions and Buildings. 

So much thereof as relates to the croa- 
tion and powers of religious and chari- 
table corporations and societies, to the 
Committee on Religious and Charitable 
Corporations and Societies. 

So much thereof as relates to the con- 
struction, management and control of 
railroads and canals, together with the 
powers, privileges, management and con- 
trol of foreign railroads and canal cor- 
porations in the Commonwealth, to the 
Committee on Railroads and Canals, For- 
eign and Domestic. 

So much thereof as relates to the cren- 
tion, government, powers and privileges 
of corporations, to the Committee on Pri- 
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vate Corporations, Foreign and Domestic, 
other than railroads, canals, and religious 
and charitable corporations. 

So much as relates to the ninth article 
of the Constitution, known as the Deolara- 
tion of Rights, to the Committee on 
Declaration of Rights. 

So much of the Constitution as relates to 
revenue, taxation and the management of 
public funds, to the Committee on Rev- 
enue, Taxation and Finance. 

So much thereof as relates to amend- 
ment, to the Committeeon Future Amend- 
ments. 

That questions relating to industrial in- 
terests and labor, to the Committee on 
Industrial Interests and Labor. 

Questions relating to agriculture, min- 
ing, manufacturing and commercial mter- 
e&s, to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Manufactures and Commerce. 

With instructions to the respective oom- 
mittees to report what, if any, alterations 
or amendments relating to the subjects 
respectively referred are necessary and 
proper. 

That the chairmen of the respective com- 
mittees be furnished, by the Clerk, with 
a copy of this resolution. 

Mr. MACVEAGH. Mr. President: This 
resolution is of some importance, and I 
think we are not ready to act upon it at 
present. I would like an arrangement to 
postpone it until to-morrow morning, so 
that it can be printed for the information 
of the members. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. In offering this 
resolution I had no desire whatever to in- 
terfere with the fullest information upon 
the matter. The Conventionwill observe 
that this is classifying the different parts 
of the Constitution according to theorgani- 
sation of the committees, and is a chart 
tocontrol the committees in the subject 
matter of their duties hereafter, to avoid 
conflict of duty, and concludes with a reso- 
lution that the respective committees be 
required to report what, if any, ameud- 
ments are necessary and proper. I merely 
call the attention of the Convention to 
this, so that they will understind what it 
is, and I have no objections whatever to 
letting it go over until to-morrow. My 
object in offering it now was to enable the 
ocrmmittees to go to work immediately. 

Mr. MACVEAQH moved that the reso- 
lution be postponed until to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. HARPY WHITE moved that the list 

of standing committtees, together with 
the resolution just presented, be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. COCHRAN offered the following reso- 

lution, which was twice read : 
Resolved, That all resolutions now lying 

on the table of the Convention, which re- 
late to proposed amen’dments to the Con- 
stitution, be referred to the several com- 
mittees to which they respectively relate: 
such resolutions as name the committee to 
be referred to the committee named therc- 
in respectively, and those in which com- 
mittees are not named to be referred to 
the appropriate committee by the Presi- 
dent. 

Mr. KAINE. I merely desire to inquire 
whether it is intended by that resolution, 
if carried, to refer to the different corn-- 
mittees the resolutions of instruction that 
have been offered here 4 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President: I will 
state in reply to the inquiry that I do not 
understand that any resolution of bind- 
ing instruction has been proposed to any 
committee. If I recollect aright, the reso- 
lutions all propose to instruct the com- 
mittees to inquire into the expediency of 
such and such amendments. I do not un- 
derstand that there is any resolution of- 
fered which instructed any committee 
peremptorily to report any proposed 
amendment, but simply to inquire into 
the propriety of the proposed amend- 
ments. If there was any resolution that 
contained a peremptory instruction I 
would not be in favor of referring it in 
that shape. 

Mr. KAINE. I understand there arc 
resolutions instructing the committees 
peremptorily to report certain amend- 
ments. To such I am opposed. I move 
to amend, by adding “except resolutions, 
if any, containing peremptory instruc- 
tions to commitees to report amendments 
to the Constitution.” 

. 

Mr. COCHRAN. I accept the gentleman’s 
modification. The resolution does not 
propose that the President shall under- 
take to define the province or duties of 
the committees, or to determine in what 
respects they may clash, but there were 
some of the resolutions offered here that 
did not indicate the proper committee to 
which they were proposed to be referred. 
The only effect of this resolution is, that 
where the committee is not indicated in 
the resolution, it is the duty of the Presi- 
dent of the Convention to refer it to the 
proper committee. 

Mr. BUCKALEW. That amendment is 
certainly very unnecessary. As long as 
the Convention has not voted instructions, 

. 
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the committee will not be bound by the 
form of the resolution. 

mittees are appointed and regularly con- 
I do not see any stituted ; but until that has taken affect, 

necessity for the amendment. in order to get these resolutions to the 
Mr. KAINE. It can do no harm. 
hir. COCHRAN. 

committees, and meet the purposes of 
I, accepted the sugges 

tion of the gentleman from Fayette (Mr. 
those who presented them, it seems to me 
necessary to pass this resolution. I think 

Kaine) in order to avoid any discussion 
upon the collateral propositions. 

it better to pass the resolution, and then 
I donot we are sure those resolutions will go to 

see any necessity for it myself. None of the proper committees. 
those resolutions have been adopted by The PRESIDENT. Kane of those mo- 
the Convention, but have simply been tions were made before the rules were 
read and laid on the table. If now re- adopted, and the Chair conceives that un- 
ferred to the committee I apprehend it der the rules they will all go to the proper 
would not be with the binding force of committees without a resolution. 
an instruction of the Convention to report Mr. COCHRAN. Under that ruling of 
so and so. the Chair I will withdraw the resolution. 

hlr. KAINE. I do not so understand it. Mr. DILLY offered the following rcsolu- 
RD. COCHRAN. If the gentleman from tion, which was read and referred to tho 

Fayette (Mr. Kaine) would so agree, I Committee on Counties, Townships and 
would suggest that he withdraw his Boroughs: 
amendment. Resolved, That the Committee on County 

Mr. MANN. I apprehend there is no and Borough Officers be requested to ex- 
use in imposing upon the President the amine into the expediency of providing 
labor of looking over those resolutions for the election of a county commissioner 
that were oflered. I understood the Presl- from each township and borough, to form 
dent to intimate that he would rather be a county board, to which shallbe referred 
relieved of the labor. I certainly think all matters of laying out roads, locating 
he ought to be. Why not trust to the and building bridges, passing ordinances 
judgment of the Clerk to refer these reso- relative to cattle and other animals run- 
lutions? He has to look them over. In ning at large in said county, and such 
order that the President may be re- other matters as shall be referred to them 
lieved from that labor, I move to amend, by the Legislature of the State by general 
so that the Clerk, instead of the President, law. 
make the references. Mr. PATTON offered the following reso- 

Mr. COCHRAN. I do not think the Clerk lution, which was read and referred to 
is as proper an ofboer to do that as the the Committee on Suffrage, Election and 
President. But if so desired, I will so Representation: 
modify the resolution. I am not stren- Rmolued, That in order to prevent fraud, 
uous upon the subject. and to secure intelligent voting, the Com- 

Mr. KAINE. I remember very well mittee on Suffrage, Election and Repre- 
that at the time some of these resolutions sentation be instructed to inquire into the 
were offered, they struck my mind as expediency of reporting the following 
containing instructions to committees- amendatory article to the Constitution : 
peremptory instructions. Now, sir, I do ARTICLE -. The qualified voters at the 
not think there is any need of the resolu- elections in this Commonwealth shall 
tion of the gentleman from York, (Mr. vote by open, written or printed ballot, 
Cochran,) that we are now considering, with the name of the person voting the 
at all. I know it was intended by the same endorsed on the back thereof in his 
Connnlttee on Rules that the thirtieth own handwriting; and the names of the 
rule adopted by this Convention should voters at such elections shall be recorded in 
cover this whole thing. That rule, I numerical order, and the number oppo- 
think, directs the President to refer every- site the name of each person voting shall 
thing upon that table to the proper com- also be endorsed by the clerk or clerks of 
mittees, without the resolution of the gen- the election board on the back of said 
tleman from York, which we are now ballot. 
considering. hlr. BARCLAY offered the following reso- 

Mr. COCHRAN. I am not certain of that, lution, which was read and referred to 
for the simple reason that when those the Committee on Executive Department : 
resolutions were offered we had no corn- Resolved, That it is the sense of this 
mittees. I apprehend that the rule ap Convention that the new Constitution 
plies to resolutions offered when the corn- should provide that the pardoning power 



LsIxxxld be taken entirely out of the hands 
of the Governor and be vested exclusively 
in some bpdy of men ‘above the reaoh of 
temptation. 

Also, the following resolution, which 
was read and referred to the Committee 
on Cities and City Charters : 

Resolved, That the following article 
shall be inserted ha the new Constitution : 

That no city or county,whose population 
shall he more than ibe hundred thousand, 
shall be allowed to inoreaae its corporate 
debt beyond the amount of fifty millions 
ef dollars, and no city or oounty, whose 
population shall be less than five hundred 
thousand, &all increase its corporate debt 
beyond the amount of one hundred thou- 
sand dollars, unless expressly authorised 
so to do by a direct vote of the oitiaena 
thereof at a apeaid election to be held for 
that purposa 

Also, the following resolution, whioh 
was read and referred to the Committee 
on Declaration 0fIUght.s : 

Resqlued, That t& followh~g artiole be 
introduced into the new Constitution : 

Every prwn may fretdy write or speak 
and publish his opinions upon all sub- 
jects, being responsible tbr the abuse of 
that right, and no law shall be passed to 
abridge the liberty of apee,& or the liberty 
of the press; and in all proseqrtions for 
libels the truth may be given in evidenoe 
to the jury, and if the jury shall believe 
that the matter represented as libelous is 
true, and was published with good and 
not from vindictive motives, and for un- 
justifiable ends, the party shall be scquit- 
ted ; in all such prosecutions the jury alone 
shall have the right to dekwmine the law 
and the faot. 

Also, the following resolution, which 
‘was read and referred to the Committee 
on Judiciary : 

ReeoZ@ed, That the Committee on the 
Judiciary, about to be appointed, be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of 
croviding Ln the new oOn&ltution- 

That the judges of the Supreme Court 
shall hereafter be appointed by the Gov- 
ernor of the Commonwealth, by and with 

, the advioe and consent of two-thirds of 
the entire body of the Senate, said judges 
to be commissioned for the term of twenty 
years; and that all other judgesshall be 
appointed by the Qovernor, subject to the 
condition that the commissions of such 
judges shall cease and expire on the first 
day of January next ensuing the date 
thereof, unless such appointment shall be 
approved of and ratified at the next gen- 

8 

era1 election after such appointment by a 
majority of the voters of such judioial dis- 
triot. 

In o&48 such appointment shall be rati- 
fied ae efkresaid, the judge thus appointed 
shall hold oil&~ for the term of ten yeare, 
(for whioh he shall have been oondition- 
ally commissioned), and until the person 
appointed as his successor shall be ratlled 
by the popular vote as aibresaid. 

In case of any such r&&ion of any such 
appointee, the came person shall not be 
re-appointed for the district in which he 
shall have been rejected. 

The above ~rovlsiorks shall not apply to 
the judges now in offlce, eacih of whom 
shall continue b hold until the expiration 
of his. respective oommission, and until 
the person appointed as above as his suc- 
cessor shall be approved of and ratiiled as 
aforesaid. 

Mr. J. .N. PURVUNCE offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which wss read and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revenue, 
Taxation and Finauae : 

WHSRB~B, The annual reaeipts of the 
State Treasury derived from the various 
sources of revenue amount to the sum of 
over seven million dollars, an amount 
largely exaeediug the necessary expenses 
of the State ; thersfore, 

ReyZeed, That the OQmrnittee on Reve- 
nue, !&satlon and Finance be requested 
to report upori the expedienoy of a oonsti- 
tutional provision to the e&at that the 
sum of at lea& one million dollars be set 
apart annually by the State Treasurer for 
the payment of the prinoipal of the Stats 
debt, which amount shall be applied to- 
wards the payment of said debt as the 
same falls due, and until due shall be in- 
vested at a rate of interest not less than 
equal to the rate of interest upon the State 
debt. 

Mr. D. N. WHITE offered the following 
resolution, which was read and laid on the 
table : 

Re-svtved, That the following proposi- 
tions be referred to the Committee on 
Legislation for consideration, to wit : 

“No license to traffic in intoxicating 
liquors shall hereafter be granted in this 
Commonwealth, but the Legislature shall 
by law provide agaiust the evils resulting 
therefrom.” 

“Neither the Legislature nor any cc&y, 
city, borough, township, school dirrtrict or 
other public corporation shall ever make 
any appropriation, or pay from any public 
fund whatever, ,anything in aid of any 
ohurch or sectarian purpose, or to help sup- 
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port or sustain any school, or literary, or sci- 
entific or charitable institution controlled 
by any church or sectarian denomination 
whatever ; nor shall any grant or donation 
of land, money or other personal property 
ever be made by the State or by any pub- 
lic corporation to any church or for any 
sectarian purpose whatever.” 

Mr. LANDIS offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Legislation : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Leg- 
islation inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the Constitution as to provide 
that the Legislature shall enact no special 
law creating any corporation, nor shall its 
charter be amended, extended or changed, 
except those for charitable, educational, 
penal or reformatory purposes, which are 
to be and remain under the patronage and 
control of the State ; but the Legislature 
shall provide by general laws for the or- 
ganization of all corporations hereafter to 
be created. 

Also, the following resolution, which 
was read and referred to the Committee 
on Legislature : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Leg- 
islature inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the Constitution as to provide 
that the State shall be divided into seven- 
teen (17) Senatorial districts, to be repre- 
sented each by three members of the Sen- 
ate and nine members of the House of 
Representatives, all to be elected by the 
cumulative system of voting. 

Mr. WHERRY offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Legislation : 

Resolved, That the compensation to be 
allowed for official service in the several 
departments of the government shall be 
fixed in the Constitution, and shall not be 
increased or lessened by the legislative 
department. 

ADJOURNXENT. 
Mr. S~~~~~~offered the following reso- 

lution, which was read : 
Resolved, That when this Convention 

adjourn to-morrow it adjourn to meet at 
twelve o’clock on the first Tuesday after 
the second Monday in January, 1373. 

On the question, will the Convention 
proceed to the second reading and oonsid- 
cration of the resolution? 

The yeas and nays were required by Mr. 
Harry White and Mr. MacVeagh, and 
were as follow, viz : 

YEAS. 
Messrs. Addicks, Armstrong, Bannan, 

Barclay, Bartholomew, Beebe, Black, 
Chas. A., Black, J. S., Bowman, Boyd, 
Brown, Buckalew, Campbell, Church, 
Coohran, Collins, Corbett, Davis, Dim- 
mick, Dndd, Ellis, F’inney, Gilpin, Hanna, 
Harvey, Hemphill, Landis, Lilly, l\lantor, 
Minor, Porter, Pughe, Purviance, Samuel 
A., Read, John R., Reynolds, S. H., Runk, 
Sharpe, Simpson, Smith, Henry ’ W., 
Smith, W. H., Stanton, Stewart, Struth- 
crs, Temple, Turrell, Van Reed, Walker, 
Wetherill, J. M., Wetherill, John Price, 
Wright and Meredith, President-LX 

N-AYS. 

Messrs. Achenbach, Ainey, Audrews, 
Baily, (Perry,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,) 
Carter, Clark, Curry, Darlington, De 
France, Edwards, Ewing, Fulton, Guthrie, 
Hay, Hazzard, Horton? Howard, Kaine, 
Lamberton, Lawrence, M’Allister, Mao- 
Connell, M’Culloch, M’Murray, Mac- 
Veagh, Mann, Mott, Purviance, John N., 
Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, James L., Rus- 
sell, Smith, H. G., Wherry, White, David 
N., White, Harry and White, J. W. P.-37. 

So the question was determined in the 
affirmative. 

And the resolution was read a second 
time. 

Mr. SIMPSON. I move to amend, by 
striking out the words “after the second 
Monday,“making it the “seventh of Janu- 
ary.” That will give members ample time 
to spend Christmas and New Year’s at 
home and get to Philadelphia in time to 
meet with the Convention. 

Mr. STEWART accepted the amendment. 
Mr. DAVID N. WHITE. I move to amend, 

by striking out all after the word “re- 
solved,” and inserting the following : 

“That when this Convention adjourn 
to-morrow it adjourn to meet on Tuesday, 
the third day of December.” 

Mr. MACVEAOH. I have been hoping, 
Mr. President, that this matter would not 
be brought before the Convention to-day 
because of the very limited number of 
members here. Many are upon their way 
here, to my knowledge, who expect to be 
here to-morrow. They did not expect 
that serious business would come before 
the Convention, meeting, as it did, at 
three o’clock. Now, if my recollection is 
right, somebody said when that hour was 
named that it would be for the announce- 
ment of the committees. But there are 
members who are not here whom I am 
very sure we should have with us, or at 
least afford them an opportunity of being 
with us before we proceed with the con- 
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sideration of this resolution. That seems 
to me exceedingly desirable. It is a mat- 
ter of very considerable importance, and 
certainly no harm can result-inasmuch 
as the resolution only contemplates action 
to-morrow*-in letting it go over until to- 
morrow. At the instance of gentlemen 
about me I would therefore move that the 
further consideration of the resolution be 
uostnoned until to-morrow. 

Sd. 

On the question, will the Convention 
aeree to the motion of Mr. MacVeagh? 

The yeas and nays were required by 
,Nr. MacVeaah and Mr. D. N. White, and 

proportion of the work of this Convention 
will be done in its committees, at least a 
very considerable portion of it, and now 
it is proposed, after having met here as 
briefly and for as little time as we have, 
that we shall adjourn over for six weeks 
without taking a single step, except the 
appointment of our committees. Nothing 
whatever towards proceeding with the 
work of this Convention has been done. 
The committees have been appointed, the 
work is to be assigned to them, and then 

around me certain gentlemen here who 
have engagements that require their at- 

the Convention proposes to run away from 

tendance, that they are able and active 
members of this body, and we cannot get 

the work for a period of six weeks. 

along without them; but they will have 
engagements in January, and in Febru- 

I see 

ary and in March. Some of them are not 
here to-day. Some of them, I believe, 
will be here to-morrow; but if not this 
Convention must proceed with the work 
given them to do, and not adjourn over 
this long period of time. The idea in the 
minds of members was to meet here, go 
on with the preliminary work of the or- 
ganization, then to secure the appoint- 
ment of our committees, which has been 
done, and then the committees would 
meet under the sanction of the Conven- 
tion and proceed with the work referred 
to them by the Convention. Now if two 
weeks be given towork I have not the 
slightest doubt that each committee will 
be able to report the text of the portion 
of the Convention referred to it. Then we 
would be ready to go to work in Philadel- 
phia in the body of the Convention; but 
if we adjourn now who can tell, who can 
even guess, when that work will be ready? 
The committees can submit the text upon 
which the majority of the committee shall 
agree. The’ people would then know 
something of what we propose to do. We 
could then receive from them suggestions 

were as follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Achenbach, Ainey, Andrews, 
Baily, (Perry,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,) 
Carter. Clark, Cochran, Darlington, De 
France, Edwards, Ewin& Finneyy Fulton, 
Guthrie, Hay, Haazard, Howard, Kaine, 
Lamberton, Landis, Lawrence, M’Allis- 
ter, MacConnell, M’Culloch, M’Murray, 
MacVeagh, Mann, Mott, Patton, Purvi- 
ance, John X., Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, 
James L., Russell, Wherry, White, David 
N., White, Harry, White, J. W. F. and 
Meredith, PreaidtmL39. 

NAYS. 

Messrs. Addicks, Armstrong, Bannan, 
Barclay, Rartholomew, Beebe, Black, 
Chas. A., Black, J. S., Bowman, Boyd, 
Brown, Buckalew, Campbell, Church, 
Collins, Corbett, Curry, Davis, Dimmick, 
Dodd, Ellis, Gilpin, Hanna, Harvey, 
Hemphill, Horton, Lilly, Mantor, Minor, 
Porter, Pughe, Purviance, Samuel A., 
Read, *John R., Reynolds, S. H., Runk, 
Sharpe, Simpson, Smith, I-1. G., Smith, 
henry W., Smith, W. H., Stanton, Stew- 
art, Struthers, Temple, Turrell, Van Reed, 
Walker, Wetherill, J. M., Wetherill, Jno. 
Price and Wright-50. 

So the question was determined in the 
negative. 

The question recurred on the amend- 
lnent of Mr. White. 

Mr. MACVEAQE. Mr. President : I de- 
sire the Convention to bear with me for a 
few moments. I cannot forbear saying 
th& I trust the Convention will yet see 
that it is wise to adopt this amendment. 
It prevents an adjournment of six weeks; 
it provides for an adj ournment of ten days. 
I do SO because I am seriously impressed 
with the necessity of our meeting now, 
and as soon as possible organizing these 
rzommittees and going to work upon the 
work of the commit tees. A very great 

and give them that weight and thought 
they would be entitled to, and rrive them 
that weight in the body oi the C&vention 
to which they would be entitled. But 
now, because it does not suit the conveni- 
ence of gentlemen to remain here, we are 
about to adjourn for six weeks. Already 
our sessions have been so fragmentary and 
few as to create remark, and justly so, 
We met for forty-eight hours, and then 
went away for a week almost. We came 
back, and after a very brief session ad- 
j 7umed again. Now we have met the 
third time and propose to be in session a 
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day and a qua&r and adjourn for six 
weeks. What isthere.special about Janus 
ary that enables us to 60 committee work 
better then than in Dedenb8rT It is slm- 
ply a postponement heoause the Conven- 
tion is compdsed of gentlemen of ‘large 
professional business fn%er&s that they 
think will require their attention now; 
but those interests will require the same 
attention six weeks h&me, and we are 
simply postponing the work we were as- 
signed to do. I cannot, therefore, forbear 
entering my earnest ‘protest against this 
long adjournment. ’ . 

Mr. MAHN. Mr. President : I rise sim- 
ply to enter my protest, as earnestly as I 
ozn, against the suicidal course gentlemen 
propose to take. I have already received 
from prominent citizens outside of the 
district I have the honor in part to repre- 
sent, communications in which they make 
mention of these repeated adjournments, 
saying that they are already uneasy and 
disappointed at the tampering course of 
this Convention. 

Now, just after we. have heard these 
committees announced, it annot be POE+ 
sible that the proposed adjournment of 
six weeks will have any other effect than 
to dissatisfy the people much more. Are 
we going to blast the objects :of this Con- 
vention at the very outset? There seems 
to be an entire indifference to the voice. of 
the people upon this question. 

The only excuse I have heard .for these 
long adjournments’ is, that the work of 
the Convention may be prepared in the 
meanwhil8, and that when we \ meet in 
January we will be better prepared to go 
to work. I undertake to say, from the 
little experience I have had in such mat- 
ers, that if;We adjourn until January we 

$11 not make one step in advan& during 
the recess. The way to prepare .the work 
of this Convention is to go to work, and 
the way to do that is,to commence now. 
“Honest Horace Greeley ” was.somewhat 
ridiculed during the l&t campaign for 
having said that *‘the way to resume 
specie payments was to resume;” but 
that .expression was true, nevertheless; 
and the way to commence work is to begin 
to work. - 

As the gentlemaU from Dauphin (Mr. 
MacVeagh) has said, we shall be no better 
prepared for work in Sanuary than now. 
There will be the same obstacles then as 
now. and we shall not have advanced one 
step. 

The adj6urnment of this Convention 
will adjourn all its committees, unl8sa it 

be’ one or more which. happen m be 
formed of delegates living in the same 
se&on of the State. It would be impos- 
sible for all the committees to meet in 
consultation, and they will do absolutely 
nothing. 

The only way we can commence the 
work is to call the committees together 
and have the members interchange senti- 
ments. Here -are already two or three 
hundred different propositions, to be re- 
ferred, under the direction of the Presi- 
dent, to the different committees. These 
are to be read-if there is any respect t8 
b8 paid to reference-and considered by 
the different committees. When? How? 
If we adjourn to-morrow the chairmen of 
committees will have these propositions: 
the other members will know nothing 
about them. There am be no conference _ 
or committee work in the proper sense 
of the term. The ohairmen may read 
over the propositions, but the others will 
have no information upon the subject, 
and nothing whatever will be a&om- 
plished. 

If we remain together the committees 
oan meet in the afternoon and evsningi 
and if the Convention meets but asingle 
hour in the morning an interohange can 
be had on the different propositions, and 
we can make progress. 

Here are one hundred and thirtydhree 
gentlemen, and.every one thinks hi oan 
make a Constitution acceptable to the 
people. I think I can. I’sUppose the 
fe8lings of other delegates are somewhat 
similar to my own in this respect. But 
before we can make a Constitution sixty- 
seven delegates will have to agree; and 
it will take a great deal of explanation 
and argument ere gentlemen represent- 
ing widely different interests can come to 
an agreement. It must be so ; there must 
be a mingling together and an interchange 
of views, and in no other way can we suc- 
cessfully do the work assigned us. 

What reason can be given for the long 
delay in the business of the Convention 
as proposed? Where is the intelligent 
man that can be satisfied by any explana- 
tion you may endeavor to give for this 
unnecessary adjournment? Not a single 
valid reason has been given yet ; and for 
that reason, if no other, it seems to me 
that the majority of this Convention 
should refuse to adjourn and agree at 
once to go to work. 

Mr. BUCKALEW. The usual time for 
the meeting of deliberative bodies in this 
State, after, long experience, has been 
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fixed early in January, and I see no ob- 
jeotiosto fixing the permanent sessions 
of this body at the usual time, but there 
was a reasonfor calling this body together 
at an earlier day, and that reason was 
connected entirely with its organiaation. 
For my part I supported an early day for 
calling the.Couvention together for that 
r%sOA and for that reason only. Now 
wheu aur organj@iou is perfected it will 
be perfectly proper that we adjourn to 
meet at the usual time. 

Mr: L&WRENCE. Mr. Speaker: I agree 
very fully with my friend from Dauphin 
(Mr. MacVeagh) and my friend frompot- 
ter (Mr. Mann) in referenoe to this ques- 
tion. It appears to me that we are trifling 
with this great question, and I am sure 
the people agree with me. If we adjourn 
to-morrow to meet in Philadelphia at the 
time named in the resolution, and an 
electidn were to be held next Tuesday to 
send ua here, or to de&we whether there 
will be amendments to the fundamental 
law of the State, I venture to say that the 
people would vote it down by an over- 
whelming majority. I, too, have had 
some experience here as well as the gen- 
tleman who has just spoken. I know how 
it has usually been when the Legislature 
meet here, for the first two or three weeks. 
They do nothing for weeks, sometimes 
nothing fur a month or more, except to 
meet and talk in public houses and wait 
for the committees. Now, sir, we have 
waited here two weeks, exercising this 
Christian Virtue Called patience, aud we 
have given you ample time to form your 
committees according to your judgment, 
knowing you had that Judgment, and had 
a desire to perform your duty with fidelity 
to the people. You have to-day an- 
rmunced your committees through the 
Clerk, and I trust that although some 
members may feel that they have not ra- 
ceived at your hands that, recognition to 
which they were entitled, yet we all 
agree that what you have done is for the 
best. We have been here two weeks,‘and 
tell me, any of you, what we have done 
except that, through your Pr&ident, we 
have organlied thes8, committees. 

The people have elected us for a specific 
purpose. We come here to carry out that 
purpose, which was to change, modify or 
amend, if you choose, the fundamental 
law of the State. Now have we even 
commenced that work? Yet we propose, 
as my friend says, to go home and stay 
until,the Erst Tuesday in January, losing 
six weeks valuable tie right in the 
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winb8r season when some of us can ,best 
afford to be here. I Cnow there are sonie 
gentlemen upon tpis floor with a large 
practice-legal gentlemen-and you are 
glad, as I was, that the people have elect- 
ed these men of legal ability to help 
change this fundamental law. I am glad 
we are surrounded by so much legal tal- 
ent. But the remark of the gentleman 
from Dauphin (Mr. MacVeagh) implied, 
that these gentlemen are always employ- 
ed, or some of them, and will be as fully 
employed in ,JanUary as now. Some of 
us are differently situated. I am as anx- 

d 

ions to be with my family as any gentle- 
man on this floor I think. I have not ’ 
seen them since I came here. I would be 
glad. to be at home and take my dinner * 
with them on Thursday. But I know the 
people have delegated to me a high dutv 
to perform, and I shall not allow niy pri- 
vate interests to clash with my public 
ones. And I think that if gentlemen 
do not know now they will know here- 
after that the people expect them to per- 
form those duties with fidelity, and do 
not expeot them to mn home every few 
days to attend to some private interest. 
There m&y be private duties that require, 
to be attended to, and we are then willing 
to give them leave of absence, as we have 
to-day. But I say, right here now, on the 
twenty-fifth day of Nwember, when we 
are almost upon the ilrst of December, 
and all comfortably situated and our com- 
mittees formed, that it is a high duty we 
owe to the people to engage in our work, 
in our committees, and prepare these 
amendments to the constitution. If gen- 
tlemen think otherwise they can vote to 
adjourn. I shall, of course, have to sub- 
mit, but I shall submit entering my pr& 
teat against it. What gentleman can now 
go before the people and say he has been 
performing his public duty here by voting 
to adjourn until the seventh of January? 
I don’t know what I would say to my 
people. They would say: *‘We agreed 
ihat you should meet in Harrisburg at a 
certain time and perform this duty, and 
we expect you’to perform it, ‘or at least to 
engage in it.” As a gentleman said on 
the floor the other day, and a vt~y forcible 
remark it was, we have performed this 
duty 80 reluctantly, and progressed with 
it so slowly that the’ people have become 
discouraged, and in advance have pre- 
judged the case to vote down the product 
of our labors. I appeal to gentlemen 
now, if,they are determined to send us 
home, that some of Us are farmers, and 

. 
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that this is the best time, during the 
month of December, for us to be here. But, 
for my part, I would greatly prefer to 
labor now until about the middle of next 
month, and then we can go home and 
meet in January. I voted against going 
toPhiladelphia because I have been many 
long winters in Harrisburg, and have al- 
ways been treated with great kindness, 
and feel much at home among the people 
here. But as the majority have said they 
will go to the great city of Philadelphia 
I shall be glad to go with them. I am as 
proud of that city as you are. But I say 
let us sit two or three weeks until we or- 
ganize our committees and ascertain, at 
least, what we are expected to do. 

Mr. BOYD. Mr. President: I am very 
much pained to learn that the people of 
Dauphin are disappointed in their high 
andperhapsjustexpectationsofthisaugust 
body. We have been informed that they 
are already disappointed, if not disgusted, 
from the fact that a Constitution has not 
already been prepared. I am equally 
pained to learn that my friend from Pot- 
ter (Mr. Mann) isin the same situation, 
and that his constituents are all disap- 
pointed in their expectations of this body. 
And IaIsoamdoubly,if not trebly, pained 
to learn that the constituents of the gen- 
tleman from Washington (Mr. Lawrence) 
are overwhelmed with grief in the same 
direction. After the overwhelming vote 
that has been pronounced twice here to- 
day upon this question, we occupying 
back seats, of course very kindly submit 
to rebukes that gentlemen are pleased to 

ronounce upon those sitting here, who 
voted so largely in the majority. Well, 
sir, we can stand it. I am happy to in- 
form you, sir, that the people of my 
county (Montgomery) are delighted with 
their representatives upon this tloor. 
[Laughter.] They are rejoiced to know 
that we are getting along well and brave- 
ly. I have not been troubled with letters 
from my constituents requesting me to 
urge this Convention on to its duties. I 
have been home, sir, since our last ad- 
journment, and I have been treated with 
the greatest satisfaction and delight, and 
indeed a small rejoicing in my immedi- 
ate vicinity, that we hdve so materially 
and deliberately consideredwhet we have 
done. [Laughter.] 

Now, then, an appeal has been made- 
and I know it has been directed to me 
personally-to furnish gentlemen with 
reasons to give their constituents why 
something more has not been done. Sow 

I will tell them what to say. Haven’t 
we here in three days pulled the old Con 
stitution to pieces, and haven’t we sent 
up to that desk materials out of which tf, 
construct a new one? And is not crery- 
thing now in condition to go to work ant1 
have these respective committees rig to- 
gether the material that has been placed 
there and put it in shape? I have no 
doubt at all, even in the absence of thoscx 
distinguished gentlemen whom the tlis- 
tinguished member from Dauphin in- 
formed us possessed such high ability, 
and who cannot be here, or who must be 
here else this body cannot move ? By t hr 
time we get back in January those dis 
tinguished gentlemen will probably get 
through with their distinguished engage- 
ments, and will be able to assist us in 
putting together what appears now to be 
an unseemly shape lying upon the Clerk’s 
desk, and then, with thair transcendant 
ability, I have not heard their names, 
they will be able to assist us in molding 
things into shape, and we will be able to 
vote upon an adjournment sine die. ~Wh~-, 
sir, with the ability of such gentlemen in 
embryo, and with the acknowledged 
ability of two or three gentlemen upon 
this floor to assist them, we hnvc nothing 
to do here upon the back sents but to vote 
as they direct. [Laughter.] 

PyTow, sir, I submit, with the distin- 
guished gentleman from Columbia, (Jfr. 
Buckalew,) that there was vvisdom in his 
suggestion ; and you will excuse me, Mr. 
President, if I take up time in discussing 
questions of adjournment., because, it 
seems to me, they are among the most 
momentoussubjects discussed in delibera- 
tive bodies. There is so much time colr- 
sumed, and there is so large a draft upon 
tho talent of the body in discussing such 
questions, that I may be pardoned, hav- 
ing no ability, for occupying a few min- 
utes. It seems to me we have been do&g 
work. 1 have been here every day ; and 
it is no small matter to sit here and listen: 
to two or three gentlemen doing all the 
talking. 1 have been exhausted. I hare 
been tired at night, after going amuntl 
and seeing different gentlemen of this 
Convention, and conferring with them 
and obtaining their views, and after going 
around and obtaining other views in 
other directions and in other quarters. 
[Laughter.] Until one and two o’clock 
in the morning have I been kept LIP. 

When I come in here in the morning I 
can hardly say that sufliciont rest ha% 
been accorded mo. Wc have beeu here 
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day after day, and have become tolerably 
well acquainted with each other in this 
body; and I think, now, since the com- 
mittees have been appointed, there is 
nothing to do before the committees go to 
work, and when they do get to work of 
course they will perform their duties 
with promptness and dispatch ; and when 
that is done of course all theimportant 
questions will come up for consideration. 

Now, sir, of what avail is it to keep us 
here? We have an adjournment, of 
course, over Thursday. The week is 
therefore gone. I believe the week after 
the Electoral College meets in this hall to 
cast their votes for President and Vice 
President of the United States. There is 
another broken week. And I am credibly 
informed-not by any distinguished gen- 
tlemen who have cases to try in the 
courts-but I am credibly informed that 
it would be necessary for Mr. Selfridge 
and the oflicers in charge of this hall to 
have possession of it at least ono week be- 
fore Christmas, in order to prepare it for 
the House of Representatives in January. 
So that there will not be an uninterrupted 
week between this and the first of Janu- 
ary that we could occupy this Chamber 
if we desired to go to work upon the Con- 
stitution. I think, therefore, it is the 
most sensible thing to adjoarn, according 
to this resolution, and I trust it will carry 
by the same decisive vote that the pre- 
liminary motion was oarried, and that 
we will not be subjected to any more lec- 
tures by gentlemen who think we do not 
do exactly as they would have us do. 

Mr. DARLISQTON. Mr. President: If 
the Convention will bear with me a 
moment I promise not to detain them 
long. I do not know that anything I can 
say will be likely to change the views of 
any gentleman here. Somehow or other 
the views of gentlemen here seem to have 
changed since the vote was taken the 
other day. It was, sir, I think, the last 
day we sat last week, if I am not Inis- 
taken, that this body determined, by a 
very decided vote-somo seventy-four to 
thirty-that they would not adjourn over, 
but would go on with the work. 

Xow, sir, there is not a majority of this 
Convention here to vote one way for this 
purpose. The seventy-four that the other 
day refused to vote for this adjournment 
are now reduced to thirty-eight ; but you 
have got fifty infavor of it-seventeen less 
than a majority of the Convention. 

Now what I mean to suggest to thought- 
ful gentlemen here is, that no decision 

like this can well receive the sanction of 
the whole body of one hundred and thir- 
ty-three, as it ought to do, when it is 
pressed upon our consideration in so thin 
a house as this. A number of our breth- 
ren are away attending to their business, 
and wrill be here probably by to-morrow. 
The answer, I know, to this is that they 
ought to be here, and if we choose to vote 
it down we can do so. I am aware of the 
power that exists here. Rut as to the 
right to do it-the propriety of doing it. 
We are here a Convention of one hundred 
and thirty-three gentlemen, justly sul+ 
posed to be among the thoughtful men of 
the laud, who can confer together, con- 
sider the propositions of each other with 
candor and fairness, and endeavor to form 
a judgment which shall be satisfactory to 
ourselves, at least, if we go-to work to do 
it. Now, sir, when should this work be- 
gin? I appeal to the thoughtful gentle- 
men of this Convention-and in u;ing 
that expression I appeal to all, because I 
have a right *to presume they are all 
thoughtful. men-whether we are per- 
forming the duty that was assigned to us 
by our constituents. or the duty that we, 
in our inner consciences, feel we ought to 
perform. I am here no place hunter ; I am 
here not in fear of any constituency, but 
to perform the duty imposed upon me, 
just as every other member is to perform 
the duty devolving upon him, and he 
must answer to his own wnscienoe how 
he discharges it. How are we prepared, 
in consideration of our duty to ourselves, 
to resolve upon an adjournment for six 
weeks? Is it a sufficient answer to the 
objection that there are gentlemen here 
who have professional engagements else- 
where ? 1 might be supposed to be in fa- 
vor of removing to Philadelphia; it is 
very near my home, and I would be only 
too well pleased to go there at the proper 
time, where I can see my family. But, 
sir, I am in for the war ; I enlisted for the 
war. I expected to fight it out upon this 
line until the first of January, and I am 
here for the purpose, as I said the other 
day, of work. Rut still, if the majority 
of my fellows say it is better for us to ad- 
journ, I cheerfully submit. What I ob- 
ject to now, is that less than a majority of 
the whole body are insisting upon ad- 
journing, when less than two days ago we 
deoidcd WC would not, by a very decided 
vote!. 

It is suggested that these committees 
can work in the absence of the Convcn- 
tion. I have had but little esp.nienoc 



in that, but I rather suppose we should 
not be found working in the absence of 
the Convention. If we get away it is be- 
cause we have professional business to 
attend to; that being of personal interest 
to ~8 would be more likely to be attended 
to by most of us than the public duty. 
Nor do I apprehend that we should be 
deterred from sitting here by the fact that 
the Electoral College is to meet in this 
building. It need not meet here. There 
is a Senate Chamber amply large for them ; 
they would not need to disturb us nor 
would they. They always meet one day, 
and end their. sessions in a day or so. AS 
to taking time to fit up the hall, I suppose 
we will all be willing to get away in time 
for them to move these extra benchesand 
have the room swept. We will try not to 
leave the room dirty. 

cussion that the czn~mittees can only act 
in the presence of this body ; that if they 
are once separated it would he impossible, 
and the valuable time of this Convention 
would be consumed by an adjournment. 
Mr. President, we are in the presence of 
of a public sentiment demanding reasona- 
ble and judicious reforms to our organic 
law, and it is not the language of flattery 
to say that this Convention enjoys, in a 
large measure, the confidence of the peo- 
ple of the State. We can only justify the 
expectation of the public as to what we 
will do, and we can only retain the confi- 
dence of the public by working patiently 
until the work given us to do is por- 
formed. 

Now, again, I earnestly appeal to the 
thoughtful men of this House whether we 
are discharging the duty we owe to our- 
selves by running away from it by reason 
of our private affairs. For one, I came 
here to attend to my public duties, and 
not our private affairs ; and I hope, if any 
gentleman thinks his private affairs are 
of more importance than these public 
duties, which he may never be called 
upon to attend to again, I hope he will 
have leave of absence to attend to it ; but 
I hope he will not insist upon us all going 
home because he has got private business. 
That remark does not refer to any par- 
ticular one, but to all who think their 
private interests call them away. 

Mr. CURTIN. Mr. President : This cer- 
tainly is the proper place, and this is the 
proper city for a Convention called to 
amend the Constitution to work in, and 
this is the proper hall for its sessions to sit 
in. We are here by the Executive De- 
partment, where all the members of this 
Convention can have access for informa- 
tion necessary and proper for our pro- 
ceedings. We have the free use of tho 
best law library in the State, and with all 
these facilities this is the propcr place for 
this Convention ; and, as I understand it, 
we have resolved to go to Philadelphia on 
the first of January from necessity, be- 
cause there is not a hall sufficiently com- 
modious for the sessions of the Conven- 
tion, and no accommodations for the 
members in the city of Harrisburg during 
the sessions of the Legislature. I oertainly 
will vote for the amendment to the reso- 
lution, and will not give my vote for an 
adjournment for so long a period. 

Mr. SIMPSOX. I believe, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that I represent upon this floor as 
intelligent a constituencyasis represented 
by any other delegate. I have been a 
member of the legislative body, and I 
know the difficulty of getting to work in 
its inception. We are to-day, sir, for the 
first time, in condition to begin the real 
work of this Convention, and that work 
must be done in the committees at the 
commencement. Every measure that 
comes before this body must first be di- 
gested by the committee, examined into, 
prepared and presented, first be discussed 
here in committee of the whole and after- 
wards in Convention. We now know to 
what particular committees each member 
of this body is assigned, and I take it, 
with the intelligence I see around me, 
and with my knowledge of the ability of 
this Convention, that the time spent be- 
tween now and January will be well 
spent by the members in directing their 
attention to the particular subjects re- 
ferred to them, so that when they meet 
in Philadelphia in January they will be 
prepared to discuss the questions submit- 
ted to them far better than in. the few 
days intervening between now and next 
Tuesday. The amendment is that when 
we adjourn to-morrow wc adjourn to meet 
to-morrow week. One day will be 
Thanksgiving day, and some gentlemen 
will have some distance to travel to their 
homes and return. What time will we 
have in the interim to study upon the 
subjects committed? We have books and 
Constitutions of the States that I desire to 
examine upon the various questions that 
will he submitted to me. You have 
placed me upon two committees ; I desire 
to perform my duties intelligently and to 
the satisfaction of the people I represent ; 

Now it has been suggested in this dis- I shall strive so to do, but I want a little 

120 DEBATES OF THE 



. 7 

CONSTITUTIOXAL CONVENTION. 121 

time. When I accepted the nomination 
to this Convention I accepted it prepared 
to leave all my private business and 

serve the people faithfully and well ; but 
I want to be prepared to perform that 
duty intelligently and fslithfully, so that 
when the reports of the committees that 
I am upon come before this body they 
will come not ih a crude and unprepared 
shape, but prepared so that the Conven- 
tion will have little to do but pass upon 
them except to vote “yea” or “nay.” 

Mr. HARRY WHITE moved that the Con- 
vention do now adjourn. 

On the question, will the Convention 
agreee to the motion? 

The yeas and nays were required by 
Mr. MacVeagh and Mr. Harry White, and 
were as follow, viz : 

YAAS. 

Messrs. Achenbach, hiney, Andrews, 
Baily, (Perry,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,) 
Buckalew, Carter, Cochran, Curtin, Dnr- 
lington, De France, Edwards, Ewing, Ful- 
ton, Guthrie, Hay, Hazzard, Horton, 
Howard, Kaine, Lamberton, Lawrence, 
M’Allister, MacConnell, M’Culloch, M’- 
Murray, MacVeagh, Mann, Mott, Pat- 
terson, D. W., Purviance, John N., Reed, 
Andrew, Reynolds, James L., Russell, 
Smith, H. G., Wetherill, John Price, 
Wherry, White, DavidN., White, Harry, 
White, J. W. F. and Meredith, President- 
41. 

NAYS. 

Messrs. Addicks, Armstrong, Bannan, 
Barclay, Bartholomew, Beebe, Biddle, 
Black, Charles A., Black, J. S., Bowman, 
Boyd, Brown, Campbell, Church, Clark, 
Collins, Corbett, Curry, Davis, Dimmick, 
Dodd, Elliott, Ellis, Fell, Finney, Gilpin, 
Hanna, Harvey, Hemphill, Landis, Lilly, 
Mantor, Minor, Patton, Porter, Pughe, 
Purviance, Samuel A., Read, John R., 
Reynolds, 8. H., Runk, Sharpe, Simpson, 
Smith, Henry W., Smith, W. H., Stanton, 
Stewart, Struthers, Temple, Turrell, Van 
Reed, Walker, Wetherill, J. M. and 
Wright-53. 

SO the question was determined in the 
negative. 

The question recurred on the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. MACCONNELL. Mr. President : It 
seems to me, before the Convention ad- 
journs, whether for three or six weeks, it 
would be well for us to take time to let 
the committeescome together; let them 
see one another ; let them, as it were, or- 

ganize and get intna shape for doing corn- 
mittee work. It seems to me that would 
be reasonable and proper, and should 
commend itself to the consideration of 
thoughtful men of the Convention, and 
that includes all the gentlemen in tho 
Convention. I rise, therefore, if it is in 
order, to move to strike out the words 
‘L~to-nlorrow,” and insert “next Wednes- 
day ;” that will give us to-morrow. The 
chairmen of the various committees can 
call the committees together. Let us get 
together; let UY see one another; let us 
talk a little while, at least; let us see 
what we are going to do, and let the vari- 
ous committees make arrangements as to 
what each member is to turn his attention 
to. It does seem to me that would be an 
advisable course .to pursue. If in order 
I move the amendment. 

The PRESIDENT. It will be in order 
after the question is taken on the present 
amendment. 

Mr. EWING). Mr. President : I shall 
vote against the amendment offered by 
my colleague from Allegheny, (D. N. 
White,) because I am opposed to all ad- 
journments. I do not want to stay over 
four or five days more in Harrisburg to 
meet only a day or two more. 

On the question, will the Convention 
agree to the amendment offered by Mr. 
D. N. White? 

The yeas and nays were required by 
Mr. D. N. White and Mr. Ewing, and 
were as follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

IMessrs. Achenbach, Ainey, Andrews, 
Baily, (Perry,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,) 
Carter, Co&ran, Darlington, De France, 
Edwards, Fulton, Hay, Hazrard, Hor- 
ton, Howard, Kaine, Lamberton, Lan- 
dis, Lawrence, M’Allister, M’Culloch, 
M’Murray, MacVeagh, Mann, Purvi- 
ante, John N., Read, John R., Reed, 
Andrew, Reynolds, James L., Russell, 
Wherry, White, David N., White, Harry, 
and White, J. W. F.-33. 

NAYS. 
Messrs. Addicks, Armstrong, Bannan, 

Barclay, Bartholomew, Beebe, Biddle, 
Black, Charles A., Black, J. S., Bowman, 
Boy& Brown, Buckalew, Campbell, 
Church, Clark, Collins, Corbett, Curry, 
Curtin, Davis, Dimmick, Dodd, Ellis, 
Ewing, Fell, Finney, Gilpin, Guthrie, 
Hanna, Harvey, Hemphill, Lilly, M’Con- 
nell, Mantor, Minor, Mott, Patterson, 
D. W., Patton, Porter, Pughe, PurvianEe, 
Samuel A., Reynolds, 8. H., Runk, 
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Hharpe, Simpson, Smith, H. G.. Smith, 
Henry W., Smith’, W. H.; Stanton, Stew- 
art, Struthers, Temple, Turrell. Van Reed, 
Walker, Wetherill; J.‘M., Wetherill, Jno: 
Price, Wright and Meredith, PresicZent 
00. 

So the question was determined in the 
negative. 

Mr. MACCONNELL moved to amend, by 
striking out the word “to-morrow,” and 
inserting “next Wednesday.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. J. W. I?. WHITE moved. to amend, 

l>y striking out all after the word ‘ire- 
solved,” and inserting the following : 

“That the Convention will remain in 
session at Hsrrisburg, without adjourning 
more than two days at any one time, un- 
til the 20th day of next December, when 
it will adjourn to meet in Philadelphia on 
Tuesday, the 7th day of January follow- 
ing.” 

On the question, will the Convention 
agree to the amendment? 

The yeas and nays were required by Mr. 
D. N. White and Mr. D. W. Patterson, and 
were as follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

Nessrs. Achenbach, Ainey, Andrews, 
Daily, (Perry,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,) 
Rowman, Carter, Curtin, Darlington, De 
I’mnce, Edwards, Ewing, Fulton, Guthrie, 
Hay, Haazard, Heverin, Horton, Howard, 
Kaine, Lamberton, Landis, Lnwrencc, 
>~‘Allister, M’Clenn, MucCouncll, M’Cul- 
Loch, MacVengh, Mann, hlott, Patterson, 
I). TV., Purviance, John N., Read, John 
II., Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, James L., 
Russell, Smith, II. G,. Wherry, White, 
David k., White, Harry, White, J. W. F. 
and hIeredith, Prassident-42. 

NAYS. 

Messrs. hddicks, Armstrong, Bannau, 
Barclay, Bartholomew, Deebe, Biddle, 
Black, Charles A., Rlack, J. S., Hoyd, 
Hrown, Buckalew, Campbell, Church, 
Clark. Cochran. Collins, Corbett, Curry, 
Davis; Dimmick, Dodd, Elliott, Ellis, Fell, 
Finnev, Gilpin, Hanna, Harvey, Hemp 
hill, Lilly, -M’Murray, Mantor, Minor, 
Parsons, Putton, Porter, Pughe, Purvi- 
ance. Samuel 9.. Reynolds. 8. H., Runk, 
Sharpe, Simpson, Smith,’ Henlry W., 
Smith, W. II., Stanton, Stewart, Struth- 
em, Temple, Turrell, Van Reed, Walker, 
Wetherill. J. M.. Wetherill, John Price 
and Wright-55. 

So the question was determined in the 
negative. 

Mr. JO~EPE BAILY moved that the Con- 
vention do now adjourn. 

On the question, will the Convention 
agree to the motion ? 

The yeas and nays w7erc required by 
Mr. Jos. Baily and Mr. D. h’. White, and 
were as follow, vi? : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Achenbach, Ainey, Sndrews, 
l3aily,(Perry,)Ralley,(Huntiugdon,)Bow- 
man, Buckalew, Carter, Cochran, Curry, 
Curtin, Darlington, DeFrance, Edwards, 
Ewing, Finney, Fulton, Gnthrie, Hanna, 
Hazzard, Horton, Howard, Raiue, Lam- 
bertou,Lawrcuce, M’Allister, MacConnell, 
M%ulloch, M’Morray, MacVeagh, Mann, 
Mott, Patterson, D. W., Purviance, John 
N., Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, Jatnes L., 
Russell, Smith, H. G., Wherry, White, 
David N., White, Harry, White, J. W. F. 
and Meredith, PresidendZ3. 

XAYS. 

Messrs. Addicks, Armstrong, Bannan, 
Barclay, Bartholomew, Beebe, Biddle, 
Black, Charles A., Black, J. S., Boyd, 
Brown, Campbell, Church, Clark, Collins, 
Corbett, Davis, Dimmick, Dodd, Ellis, 
Fell, Gilpin, Harvcv, Hemphill, Landis, 
Lillv, Mantor, Minor, Patton, Porter, 
Pughe, Purviance, Samuel A., Read, Jno. 
R., Reynolds, 8. H., Runk, Sharpc, Simp- 
son, Smith, Henry W., Smith, W. II., 
Stanton, Stewart, Struthers, Temple, Tnr- 
rell, Van Reed, Walker, Wethcrill, J. M., 
Wcthcrill, Jno. Price and Wright-XX 

So the qucstiouwns detcrminod in the 
neg3tivc. 

Mr. BOYD called the previous quetion. 
The call was seconded by Messrs. Cor- 

bett, Addicks, Lilly, Simpson, Dar&y, 
Turrell, Fell, Stanton, Church, Y. II. Rey- 
nolds, Hanna, Sharpc, Stewart, Bartholo- 
mew,’ Dimmick, Runk, J. S. Black, II. 
W. Smith and W. H. Smith. 

On the question, shall the main question 
be now put ? 

The yeas and nays were required by 
Mr. Harry White and Mr. D. W. Patter- 
son, and were as follow-, viz : 

Y E A 8. 

Messrs. hddieks, Barman, Rxclag, 
Bartholomew, Beebe, Biddle, Black, Chas. 
A., Black, J. S., Boyd, Brown, Campbell, 
Church, Collins, Corbett, Dimmiok, Dodd, 
Fell, Fiuney, Gilpin, Hannn, Harvey, 
Hemphill, Lilly, Mantor, Minor, Patton, 
Porter, Pughe, Purviauce, Samuel A., 
Reynolds, S. H., Ruuk, Sharpe, Simpson, 
Smith, Henry W., Smith, W. H., Mtan- 
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ton, Ste%;art, Struthers, Turrell, Van 
Reed, Walker, Wetherill, J. M. and 
Wright-43. 

NAYS. 

Messrs. hchenbach, Ainey, Andrews, 
Baily, (Perry,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,) 
Bowman, Buckalew, Carter, Clark, Coch- 
ran, Curry, Curtin, Darlington, Davis, 
De France, Ellis, Edwards, Ewing, Ful- 
ton, Guthrie, Hay, Haszard, Horton, 
Howard, Kaine, Lamberton, ‘Landis, 
Lawrence, M’Allister, MacConnell, M’- 
Murray, MacVeagh, Mann, Mott, Patter- 

son, D. W., Purviance, John X., Read, 
John R., Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, James 
L., Russell, Smith, H. G., Temple, Weth- 
erill, John Price, Wherry, White, David 
h-., White, Harry, White, J. W. F. and 
Moredith, 24es~&n&-43. 

So the cpestion was determined in the 
negative. 

Mr. JOHN PRICE WETHERILL moved 
that the Convention do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, and the 
President adjourned the Convention until 
ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 
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NINTH DAY. 

TUESDAY, November 2G, 1872. 

The Convention met at ten o’clock A. 
M., pursuant to adjournment, the Presi- 
dent, Hon. William M. Meredith, in the 
Chair. 

Prayer was offered by Mr. Curry, a 
member of the Convention. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

*Messrs. Niles, Elliott, Baer, Church and 
Beebe obtained leave of absence for a few 
days. 

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 

l\ir. D. W. PATTERSON. Mr. Presi- 
dent: I rise to a question of privilege. 
The Slate Journal of to-day says that D. 
W. Patterson yesterday offered a resolu- 
tion requiring every voter to vote an open 
ballot with his name endorsed upon the 
back. That is my name, but I offered no 
such resolution, nor am I in favor of any 
amendment of that kind. Indeed, I 
t,hink the policy of that resolution would 
be a step backwards in reform. 

PI(INTING. 

Mr. HANNA offered the following reso- 
ution, which was twice read : 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this Con- 
vention bo instructed to have printed and 
bound in such form as shall be conveni- 
ont for the members, five hundred copies 
of the rules of the Convention, with the 
names of the officers and members of the 
Convention, with their post ofhce address, 
together with the standing committees of 
the Convention and the names of the 
members thereof. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President: A resolu- 
tion passed this House some days ago au- 

thorizing the printing of a thousand cop- 
ies of the rules of this Convention, a copy 
of which has been given, I believe, to 
every member. The printer informed 
me that he only printed two hundred 
copies in that shape, expecting that the 
Convention would make some other or- 
der, perhaps in regard to the form, or 
have some additions made to it. 

Xow, sir, if this resolution is passed in 
that shape, why there will be two orders 

out for printing these rules. If the gen- 
tleman will modify his resolution so as to 
take LIP the other one and not have two 
sets of rules printed I am perfectly con- 
tent. 

Mr. HANNA. I am informed that only 
about one hundred and fifty copies of the 
rules ordered by the Convention have 
been supplied. The objet’, of this resolu- 
tion is not only to supply the members 
with a copy of the rules, but to furnish a 
convenient book of reference, to contain 
the names of members and otllcers, and 
their post&Hoe addresses, and the names 
of the mombers of the different standing 
Committees. The rules have been printed 
and laid upon our desks this morning, it 
is true, but that is in an inconvenient 
shape, and will be lost. This is merely 
to provide us with a pocket dircct.ory. It 
would be a matter of omvenience for us 
personally to have such a pocket directory 
for ready rcfercncc. 

Mr. HASNA modified his resolution, by 
adding, “Provtded, That the further opcra- 
ion of the order heretofore made for 
printing the rules be suspended.” 

On motion of Mr. Harry White the fol- 
lowing proviso was added : 

1‘ Providedfurther, That the Same shall 
not cost more than twenty cents a piece.” 

Mr. DODD moved to amend, by striking 
out the last proviso and adding, “Fro- 
videdfurther, That the printing referred 
to ho done by the StatePrinter, at rates 
not exceeding those provided by existing 
laws.” 

Mr. RUSSELL moved that the subject be 
referred to the Committee on Priming. 

Tlie motion was agreed to. 

REPORTING. 

Mr. HAY, from the Committea on Ac- 
counts and Expenditures, mndo report 
from the committee, as follows : 

‘4 That it has had in careful consideration 
the resolution referred to it on the 20th in- 
stant, directing it to report rwhat is the 
proper amount of compensation to be paid 
to a stenographer and his assistants;’ and 
that the sum of $1 40 per t,housand ems 
would be the proper amount of compenSa- 
tion to be paid to a stenographer and as- 
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sistants for reporting the debates and pm- 
ceedings of the Convention, which sum 
should include all stationery and other 
materials used by them in doing the work, 
and that there shall be no allowance for 
adjournments or any other or further com- 
pensation whatever ; the said stenogm- 
pher to furnish fairly written, legible 
printer’s copy of the full proceedings and 
debates of each day in time to. have the 
same printed and laid upon the delegate’s 
desks at the opening of the session of the 
next succeeding day ; and further, that no 
responses to resolutions of inquiry of the 
Convention, letters, petitions, memorials 
or remonstrances should be included in 
the said reporting, unless by the special 
order of the Convention. 

“And the committee, therefore, reports 
for the action of the Convention the fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

(‘Resolved, That the compensation of the 
official reporter of the Convention, includ- 
ing the services of his assistants, for re- 
porting the full debates and proceedings 
of the Convention, be and the same is 
hereby nixed at one dollar and forty 
cents per thousand ems; that the said 
sum shall include the cost of all stationery 
andothermaterialsusedindoing thework, 
and that the said reporter shall furnish 
fairly written, legible printer’s copy of the 
said debates and proceedings of each day, 
in time to have the same printed and laid 
upon the delegates’ desks at the openhig 
of the session of the following day. 

“Resolved, That no responses from any 
of the departments or other sources, to 
resolutions of inquiry of the Convenlion, 
letters, petitions, memorials or remon- 
strances shall be included in the said re- 
porting, unless by the special order of the 
Convention.” 

The first resolution was read a second 
time. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Thismay be very 
intelligent to the Committee on Accounts 
and Expenditures; it doubtless is. I sim- 
ply want to vote intelligently. This ques- 
tion of the compensation per thousand 
ems is doubtless the right principle. I 
would very much like to know from the 
Chairman of that committee what it will 
likely cost per page of the size of the Crm- 
gressional Globe or Legislative Journal. I 
I have no idea upon the subject. 

Mr. HAY. I can inform the gentleman 
that the committee did make a calcula- 
tion as to what the reporting would cost 
per page, the size of the Congressional 
Globe or of the Illinois Debates, and based 

upon the infbrmationwhich they obtained 
from the different reporters who are in the 
city. We are informed that one of those 
pages contains about seven thousand ems, 
which, at the rate the committee has re- 
ported, would be $89 80 per page. The 
Illinois Convention paid for the same rc- 
porting $2 20 per thousand ems. The 
committee have reported a reduction of 
about fifty per cent. upon the price paid to 
the reporters of the Illinois Convention. 
We are informed, also, that the price paid 
for the reporting of the New York Con- 
ventionwas $1 60 per thousand ems, so 
that the price roported by this committee 
is less than the price paid in both of those 
States. In Illinois the reporters were 
also additionally paid for all adjourn- 
ments of the Convention at the rate of $50 
per day, which was an allowance for 
keeping their corps of reporters together 
during adjournments. This committee 
have reported that no such allowance shall 
be made. The reporters in the Illinois 
Convention wero also allowed stationery 
and mnterials used in making their re- 
ports. The committee has considered it 
advisable that the price paid to the official 
reporter of this Convention should not in- 
clude any stationery, and that he should 
receive no other compensation whatever 
than that which is regulated by the quan- 
tity of the matter which he furnishes. I be- 
lieve that the compensation which hasbeen 
reported by the committee is a moderate 
compensation and yet a fair one. The 
committee did not deem it proper to re- 
port the least possible sum for which the 
reporting could be done, unless such re- 
porting could be done by really compe- 
tent reporters. We believed that if the 
reports are made at all they should be 
good reports. While the sum we have 
reported may not possibly be the least 
sum for which the reporting can be done, 
still we believe ,it is the least price for 
which competent reporters are willing to 
work. 

Mr. FUNCK. Mr. President : No resolu- 
tion has yet passed this House in favor of 
reporting and printing the debates of this 
Convention. The other day, when that 
question was up, I committed myself as 
little as possible upon the question ; my 
desire was to get information. I havo 
since satisfied myself that the expense 
will be out of all proportion to the value 
of the work. Therefore, for the purpose 
of testing the sense of the Convention, I 
move to lay the resolution upon the table. 
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On the question, will the Convention 
agree to the motion? 

The yeas ana nays were required by 
Mr. Stanton and Mr. Hanna, and were as 
follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Addicks, hiney, -4ndrews, Bar- 
clay, Bartholomew, Beebe,Biddle, Brown, 
Church, Collins, Corbett, Darlington, Da- 
vis, Dimmick, Fell, Funck, Hanna, Har- 
vey, Hopkins, Lamberton, Landis, Law- 
rence, Lilly, Long, M’Culloch, MacVeagh, 
Mann, Minor, Patton, Pughe, Reynolds, 
James L., Runk, Russell, Sharpe, Smith, 
Henry W., Smith, W. H., Stewart, Tur- 
rell, Van Reed, Walker, Wetherill, John 
Price, White, David N., White, Harry, 
Woodward, Wright and Meredith, Presi- 
dent-46. 

NAYS. 

Messrs. Achenbach, Armstrong, Bally, 
(Perry,)Bailey,(Huntingdon)Baker,Ban- 
nan, Black, Chas A.,Bowman, Boyd, Brod- 
head, Buckslew, Campbell, Carey, Clark, 
Cochran,Corson, Curry, Cupler, DeFrance, 
Dodd, Dunning, Edwards, Ellis, Ewing, 
Finney, Fulton, Gilpin, Guthrie, Hall, 
Hay, Hazzar+Hcmphill, Horton, How- 
ard, Hunsicker, Kaine, M’Allister, M’Ca- 
ment, JfacConnell, M’Murray, Cantor, 
>Iott, Patterson, D. N., Patterson, T. H. 
U., Porter, Purman, Purviance, John X., 
Read, John R., Reed, ,Qndrew, Reynolds, 
S. H., Simpson, Smith, IX G., Stanton, 
Struthcrs, Temple, Wotherill, J. M., 
Wherry and White, J. W. F.-60. 

So the question was determined in the 
negative. 

The question recurred on the adoption 
of the first resolution. I 

Mr. COCRRAN. Mr. President : I wish 
to make a very few remarks upon this 
subject, because I am aware that there is 
an apparent inconsistency in my course in 
regard to it. I voted upon a former occa- 
sion against the official reporting of the 
proceedings of this Convention, and my 
views and opinions upon that subject are 
not changed this morning; therefore I 
voted against the indefinite postponement 
of this resolution. I believe, myself, that 
in this day individual enterprise is always 
anxious to see where its interests lie ; and 
if it was believed that the reports of this 
Conventionwould pay the cost of publica- 
tion, the moment the thought of reporting 
the Convention by itself was out of the 
way, individuals would be found to enter 
upon this work and. to do it, and under 

that conviction I voted against ofliciai 
reporting. I am of opinion, too, that ii’ 
those reports are not of so much interest 
as that, it is not worth while to report 
them at all. But the Convention at that 
time passed a resolution requiring their 
Committee on Accountsand Expenditures 
to report what would be the proper com- 
pensation of a stenographer, who should 
be the official reporter of its proceedings. 
That committee took thismatter into con- 
sideration, and have considered it as fully 
and impartially as they were able to do 
under the circumstances. They have 
arrived at a conclusion which, according 
to my judgment, is as nearly fair, propel 
and just, without being too liberal and 
extravagant, as they could reach untle~ 
those circumstances. 

I do not wish to defeat this resolution 
by a side blow. I wish the Conventioll 
to determine whether or not theymill pa) 
this compensation and appoint an official 
reporter. So far as I am individually con- 
cerned, and entirely in consistency with 
my views, I shall vote that this is a proper 
compensation, but shall not by that vote 
commit myself in any way to the appoint- 
ment of an official reporter of this body. 
If the body then vote to have an official 
reporter they mill do it without my vote; 
but I simply indicate, by voting for this 
rosolution, that the compensation here 
fixed is as nearly a proper compensation 
for the services to be rendered as it is pos- 
sible for us to attain, at least with our 
present light, and I must say that we bad 
the vie-3 and opinions of gentlemen ot 
intelligence, who were fully acquainted 
with this subject, and who came befor<* 
the committee with what seemed to me a 
candid spirit and desire to give us their 
best judgment in tho premises. 

Mr. T. H. B. PATTERSON offered the 
f(-allowing amendment, which was agreed 
to: 

ii Provided further, That no discussions 
on questionsof orderor adjournment shall 
be reported or printed among the de- 
bates.” 

Mr. LILLY o&red the following amcnct- 
ment : 

“ Provided further, That nothingshall be 
reported by the offictial reporter not a<.- 
tually said in debate upon the floor of thr 
Convention.” 

Mr. LILLY. I offer that because of the 
absence of the gentleman from Allegheny, 
(Mr. Purviance,) who offorcd such an 
amendment to the original resolution re- 
ferred to the C’ornmittee on Accounts. Ir 
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is usual, I understand, for persons to get 
up on the floor of such bodies and say a 
few words, and tllen go to the reporter 
and write out a speech that will cover 
two or three pages of the Debates of the 
Convention. Now I want to prevent 
that. I don’t want tosee them alter their 
speeches in that way ; I want them to be 
reported exactly 3s they talk here. 

Mr. HAY. I call the attention of the 
gentleman to the fact that the Conyention 
has already taken such order as that indi- 
catedinhisamendment. Theresolutionra- 
ferred to the Committee on Accounts and 
Expenditures was amended, on motion of 
Xr. Purvinnce, so as to add that “such 
report shall he limited to speeches and 
discussions actually made and delivered 
in the body of the Convention.” It seems 
to me the amendment is unnece&ary. 

Mr. LILLY. It is not in the resolution 
hefore the House. I understood that it 
was considered in the committee, and 
they thought the committee had no right 
to report upon anything but the actual 
cost of the reporting, and that was all 
t.hey intended to report. It can do no 
harm to adopt this amendment at this 
time. 

Mr. HAY. The committee was not di- 
rected to report upon anything except the 
proper amount, to be paid a stenographer 
and his assistants. The only thing, it 
seems to me, now properly before the 
Convention is the question of the proper 
amount of compensation to be paid to the 
official reporter and his assistants. It is 
not whether there shall be an official re- 
port made, but whether the amount re- 
ported is a proper compensation in case 
the reports are ordered. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. RUSSELL moved to amend, by add- 

ing the following : 
“Provided further, That no one shall be 

elected official reporter except one who 
will give it his personal attention.” 

On the question, will the Convention 
agree to the amendment? 

The yeas and nays were required by 
Mr. Harry White nnd Mr. David N. 
White, and were as follow, viz : 

YEAS: 

Messrs. Addiaks, Andrew-s, Armstrong, 
I3aker, Bartholomew, Beebe, Biddle, 
Bowman, Boyd, Brown, Carey, Carter, 
Gollins, Carson, Curry, Darlington, Davis, 
De France, Dunning, Edwards, Ewing, 

ard, Knight, Lawrence, Lilly, Long, 
MacConnell M’Culloch, M’Murray, Xac- 
Veagh, Mann, Mantor, Minor, Mott, Pat- 
terson, D. h’., Patt.erson, T. H. B., Porter, 
Purriance, John N., Reynolds, James L., 
Runk Russell, Sharpe, Smith, Henry W., 
Stanton, Struthers, Turrell, Van Reed, 
Walker, Wetherill, John Price, White, 
David ii., White, HarrJr, White, J. W. F., 
Woodward, Wright and Meredith, Presi- 
df?nt-G4. 

NAYS. 

Messrs. hchenbach, Bailey, (Perry,) 
Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Rannan, Black, 
Charles A., Brodhead, Buckalew, Camp- 
bell, Church, Clark, Co&ran, Corbett, 
Curtin, Cuyler, Dodd, Ellis, Gowen, 
Guthrie, Hall, Hay, Hemphill, Hopkins, 
Hunsicker, Kaine, Lamberton, Landis, 
M’L411ister, M’Camant, Patton, Pughs, 
Purman, Road. John R., Reed Andrew, 
Reynolds, S. I<., Ross, Simpson, Smith, 
VV. H.. Temple. Wetherill, J. M.. Wherry 
and \+orrell-4i. 

So the question was determined in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. BR~DHEAD moved to amend, b? 
adding the following : 

“Providedfurther, That the reports of 
committees and other written matter snb- 
mitted to the Convention shall not be 
paid for as reported matter.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HARRY WHITE moved to amend, 

by adding the following : 
“Provided further, That before the re- 

porter elect, shall enter upon his duties 
the Committee on Accounts and Expen- 
ditures shall make and report to the Con- 
vention a written contract with him, in 
pursuance of the terms of the report of 
the Committee on Accounts and Expen- 
ditures.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. MANN. Mr. President : This reso- 

lution reported from the committee has 
now been so amended that it is very die- 
cult to understand its clear import. It 
seems tome that it would be proper to 
have a little better understanding of it, 
and that we may see whether we really 
dcsire this resolution as originally report- 
ed by the committee, and altered on the 
spur of the moment. I move that we go 
into committee of the whole for the pur- 
pose of restoring the original resolution as 
reported from the committee. 

ThePn~Sr~nh-T. The Chair isof opinion 
that the committee of the whole woultl Fell, Finney, Fulton, Funck, Gilpin, 

Hanna, Harvey, Hazzard, Horton, How- not, have power to do that. 
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Mr. I\I.~NN. That is the practice in or- 
dinary parliamentary bodies. I so under- 
stand it-that it is competent for this Con- 
vention to go into committee of the whole 
for a special purpose. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. My friend, with 
all deference to his large parliamentary 
experience, is certainly in error about 
going into committee of the whole on a 
resolution. 

Mr. MANN withdrew his motion. 
Xr. HUNSICKER moved to refer the 

whole question back to the committee. 
The motion was not agreed to. 
The first resolution, as amended, was 

then agreed to. 
The second resolution was read and 

was not agreed to-the substance thereof 
having been added to the first resolution. 

Nr. WHERRY offered the following reso- 
lution, which was twice read : 

Resolved, That the Convention proceed 
to elect, viva voee, one oficial stenographio 
reporter, in accordance with the resolution 
reported by the Committee on Accounts 
and Expenditures and adopted by the 
Convention. 

On the question, will the Convention 
adopt the resolution ? 

The yeas and nays were required by 
AMr. D. N. White and Mr. Cochran, and 
were as follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Achenbach, Addicks, Arm- 
strong, Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Baker, 
Bannan, Bartholomew, Beebe, Bowman, 
Boyd, Brodhead, Brown, Buckalem, 
Campbell, Carter, Clark, Corson, Cm-tin, 
t’uyler, Darlington, Davis, De France, 
Dodd, Edwards, Ellis, Ewing, Finney, 
Cilpin, Gowen, Guthrie, Hall, Harvey, 
Hay, Haazard,Hemphill, Horton,Howard, 
Hunsickor,” Kaine, Long, M’iillister, M’- 
C‘amant, M’Connell, M’Murray, Mantor, 
,Minor, Mott, Patterson, D. N., Pattemon, 
‘l’. H. B., Porter, Purman, Purviance, 
.John N., Read, John R., Sharpe, Simp 
son, Smith, H. G., Smith, W. H., Stanton, 
Struthera, Temple, Turrell, Wctherill, J. 
M., Wherry, White, J. W. F., and Wor- 
rell-lx. 

N A Y 8. 

Messrs. Ainey, Andrcws, Baily,(Perry,) 
Biddle, Black, Charles A., Carey, Church, 
Co&ran, Collins, Corbett, Curry, Dim- 
mick, Dunning, Fell, Fultop, Funck, 
Hauna, Hopkins, Knight, Lamberton, 
Landis, Lawrence, Lilly, M’Culloch, Mac 
Veagh, Mann, Patton, Pughe, Reed, An- 

drew, Reynolds, dames L., Reynolds, 8. 
H., Ross, Runk, Russell, Smith, Henry 
W., Stew-art, T’an Reed, Walker, Wethcr- 
ill, John Price, White, David S., White, 
Harry, Woodward, Wright and Meredith, 
Pwsident-44. 

So the question was determined in the 
affirmative. 

The P~~e~~~~~~nnnouncect that nomi- 
nations would now be received. 

Mr. JOHN N. PURYIANCX nominated 
Charles Flowers. 

Mr. B~~~~~~~~~:~~nominatedthc firm 

of Mason & Martin as official steno- 
graphers. 

The Convention refused to receive the 
nomination of a tlrm, as thn rcsolntion 
only provided for the election of one 
stenographer. 

hlr. B~~~~~~~~~R~withdre\~~tthe name 

of the firm of Mason & Alai-tin, and nomi- 
nated A. M. hfnrtin. 

Mr. CUYLER nominated Mr. D. F. JIur- 
phy. 

Mr. HAXISA nominated Alexander J. 
M’Cleary, of Philadelphia. 

On motion of Mr. Temple the nomina- 
tions closed, and the Convention pro- 
ceeded to vote for the candidates nomi- 
nated, with the following result : 

FIRST DhLLOT. 

D. F. ~Murphy... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4G votes. 
Chas. Flowers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 “ 
A. M. Martin ..,......... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 24 “ 
A J M’Clearv “ . . ” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . * . . . . . . . 5 

SECOND BALLOT. 

Chas. Flowers 43 I6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
D. F. Murphy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .54 ii 
A. M. Martin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 L‘ 

THIRD BALLOT. 

D. F. Murphy... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _...., 58 “ 
Chas Flowers... 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 “ 

D. F. Murphy having rcceiv-ed a ma- 
jority of all the votes cnst was declared 
elected stenographer for the Convontion. 

Mr. BCCKALEW offered the following 

resolution, which wras twice read and 
adopted : 

ResoZued, That the acting reporters br, 
rontinned until the meeting of the c'un- 

vention in Philadelphia. 

Mr. KAIRE offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was twice read and adopted : 

Resobed, That the Committee on Ac- 
counts report by to-morrow the account 
of said members for stntionery, postage 

and contingent espeuscs and mileage for 
one session, according to the provisions of 
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I 
the act of Assembly convening this Con- an employee for refusing to work longer I 
vention. 

Mr. HAY offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was twice read and adopted : 

Resolved, That the delegates furnish to 
the Clerk a statement of their respective 
places of residence, with the distance of 
the same from Harrisburg, for the use of 
the Committee on Accounts and Expendi- 
tures of the Convention. 

Mr. WHERRY offered the following reso- 
lution, which was twice read and adopted : 

Resolved, That the Constitution of this 
Commonwealth, the act of Assembly au- 
thorizing a popular vote on the question 
of amending the Constitution, the act of 
April 11, 1872, to provide for calling a Con- 
vention to amend the Constitution of the 
State, and the returns of the election held 
under the first mentioned act be prefixed 
to the Journal of this Convention. 

Mr. WHERRY offered the following 
resolution, which was twice read : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth be requested to furnish 
the Secretary of this Convention with a 
certified statement of the number of votes 
given in each county for and against a 
Convention at the general election in the 
year 1871. 

Mr. WOODWA~D offered the following 
resolution, which was read and laid on 
the table : 

Resolved, That the rules be amended, by 
adding the following, to be Rule XL : 

“That after the reading of the Journal 
each day the Secretary shall call the roll 
of members, note the absentees, and pub- 
lish their names in two daily newspapers 
of opposite politics.” 

Mr. WORRELL oflered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Judiciary : 

Resolved, That all the courts of the 
Commonwealth shall adopt and publish 
rules for the orderly transaction of busi- 
ness, having regard, as far as practicable, 
to the chronology, the suit or issue, or 
prosecution or indictment. 

Mr. M’CAMANT offered the following 
resolutions, which were read and referred 
to the Committee on Industrial Interests 
and Labor : 

ReYoZved, That the Legislature shall 
prohibit the employment of children un- 
der the age of twelve years in any mine, 
breaker or manufactory in the State. 

Resolved, That eight hours shall consti- 
tute a legal day’s work, and that the Leg- 
islature shall prohibit, by penalty, any in- 
dividual, firm or corporation discharging 

9 

hours ; and that all laborers and mechan- 
ics employed by the State, or by any 
county, city, township or borough, on con- 
tracts or otherwise, shall conform to these 
hours, and shall receive the same com- 
pensation therefor as for ten hours’ labor. 

Mr. M’ALLISTER offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Judiciary : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Ju- 
diciary be instructed to -inquire into the 
expediency of so amending the second 
section of the fifth article of the Constitu- 
tion that the president judges of the sev- 
eral courts of common pleas shall hold 
their offices for the term of fifteen years, 
and shall not be re-eligible. 

Mr. H. W. SMITH offered the following 
resolution, which was referred to the 
Committee on Judiciary : 

ResoZved, That the second section of the 
fifth articIe of the Constitutionbe changed 
to read as follows : 

The judges of the several courts shall 
hold their offices during good behavior, 
but for any reasonable cause which shall 
not be sufficient ground of impeachment 
the Governor may remove any of them 
on the address of two-thirds of each branch 
of the Legislature. The judges shall re- 
ceive for their services an adequate com- 
pensation, to be fixed by law, which shall 
be neither increased nor diminished dur- 
ing their continuance in office; the Gov- 
ernor shall nominate, and by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, 
appoint the judges ; and shall fill all va- 
cancies that may happen during the recess 
of the Senate by granting commissions 
which shall expire at the end of their 
next session ; Provided, That in acting on 
executive nominations, the Senate shall 
sit with open doors, and in confirming or 
rejecting the nominations the vote shall 
be taken by yeas and nays. Any person 
appointed judge after confirmation by the 
Senate shall forever there after be incapa- 
ble of holding any other office under the 
Constitution and laws of Pennsylvania 
other than that of a judge. 

Mr. HAZZARD offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Declaration of Rights: 

Resolved, That trial by jury in all cases 
in which it has hitherto been used shall 
remain inviolate, except in suits in jus- 
tices’ courts permission may be made by 
law for trial by jury of less than twelve 
men, and in each case two-thirds of their 
number may find a verdict ; but a trial by 
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jury may be waived by the parties in all 
caivil suits. 

Mr. HAZZARD off’ered the followingreso- 
lution, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Counties, Townships and 
Soroughs : 

Resolved, That article twelve of the Con- 
stitution be so amended as to strike out 
the words “of such county,” and insert 
“ of two-thirds within the new boundary,” 
and that the matter be referred to the 
Committee on Counties, Townships and 
Boroughs. 

Mr. CAMPBELL oflered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Judiciary. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
.Judiciary take into consideration the fol- 
lowing proposed change in the Judiciary 
a,vstem : 

SECT. 1. In the city of Philadelphia, in 
lieu of the present aldermanic system, 
there shall be chosen justices’ courts. 

Szcr. 2. The justicesof said courts shall 
IK! at least thirty years of age and not over 
sixty-live, nnd shall be regularly ad- 
mitted practicing attorneys of some court 
of record in said city for at least five years 
previous to their election. 

SECT. 3. The said city shall be divided 
by the Legislature every ten years into 
tlistricts, containing at least forty-five 
thousand inhabitants, according to the 
next preceding federal census, in each of 
which districts there shall be elected three 
jnst,ices in the manner hereinafter set 
forth. 

SECT. 4. Said districts shall be of equal 
populat,ion as near as may be, and in their 
formation the wards composing each dis- 
trict shall be contiguous to each other, 
and not more than one ward shall be di- 
Grled in any two districts. 

SECT. 5. Said justicesshallall be elected 
upon the same day throughout the city, 
except in cases of vacancies, occurring by 
death, resignation or disability, which 
shall be filled by special elections for the 
unexpired terms. 

Snor. 6. In voting for said justices each 
voter may cast as many votes for one can- 
tlitiate as there are justices to be elected 
in the distriot,or may distribute the same, 
or equal parts thereof, among the candi- 
(late+ as he shall deem tit, and the three 
candidates highest in votes shall be de- 
clared elected. 

&or. 7. Said judges shall be paid uni- 
form annual salaries, which shall not be 
increased or diminished during their 
term of office. 

SECT. 8. The salaries of said justices 
shall be the only compensation allowed 
them, and all fees, costs or fines which 
shall be received by them shall bo paid 
over monthly to the county treasurer. 

SECT. 9. Proceedings in said justices’ 
courts shall beoral, and no written pleatl- 
ings shall be used or permitted. 

SECT. 10. The jurisdiction of said jus- 
tices’ courts shall extend to all matters or 
causes now cognizable aldermen of said 
city, but the limit of their jurisdiction in 
civil causes shall be extended from the 
sum of $99 99 to the sum of $250, and in 
criminal causes to misdemeanors where 
the imprisonment is not for a longer time 
than one month, nor where the tine im- 
posed is not greater than $106 : 2%ovided, 
That the judgments of said courts, in: 
causes where the amount involved is no1 
greater thsn $25, shall be final. 

SECT. 11. Juries of seven persons may 
be empanelled for the trial of causes iit 
said courts when such trial is demanded 
by any defendant or persons aacused 01’ 
committing a misdemeanor : Provided, 
That a majority of any jury may rendera 
verdict, which shall be as conclusivct as it 
rendered by the whole number. 

klr. PU~HE offered the following resel u- 
tion, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Executive Department : 

Re~oZved, That the proper committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expedieucy 
of establishing a bureau of statistics, 
especiallyprovidingforan efficient system 
of registrations of births, marriages antI 
deaths. 

Mr. AINEY offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read and laid on the table : 

Resolved, That joint sessions be author- 
ized and recommended by such standing 
committees as have referred to then1 dit- 
ferent branchas of the same subject mat- 
ter, to the end that their reports may bc 
in harmony and consistent ; and when so 
convened the chairman of the committee 
first named in the list of the commitmes 
shall preside. 

Mr. CARTER offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to t be 
Committee on Militia : 

BasoZved, That the proper committee be 
directed to inquire whether those meni- 
bers of religious societies who are opposed 
to war on Christian principles should no! 
be exempted from the penalties of refusal 
to perform military service. 

Also, the following resolution, which 
was read and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Suffrage : 
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Resolved, That the appropriate commit- 
tee be instructed to inquire whether the 
general State elections be held on the first 
Tuesday after the first Monday in Novem- 
ber, unless changed by a two-thirds vote 
of both branches of the Legislature. 

Mr. COLLINS offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to 
1 he Committee on Education : 

Resolved, That no part of the funds of 
any school district shall, in any manner, 
be placed under the control of any relig- 
ious denomination, or in any manner be 
appropriated to the support of any school 
unless the same is regularly established 
by and under the exclusive control of the 
directors of such school district. 

lhfr. GILPIN offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to 
the Committee on Declaration of Rights : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Declarationof Rightsbe directed to inquire 
whether section seventeen, article ninth of 
the Constitution of Pennsylvania should 
not be altered and amended so as to read, 
‘That no post facto law, retroactive law 
or any law impairing contracts, shall be 
inade, nor shall any law be passed de- 
priving a party of any remedy for the en- 
forcement of a contract which existed 
when the contract was made.” 

Mr. TEMPLE offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to 
the Committee on Suffrage, Election and 
Representation : 

Resolved, That the Committe on Suf- 
frage, Election and Representation be re- 
quested to inquire into the propriety of so 
amending the Constitution as to guarantee 
to men and women an equal right of suf- 
frage. 

Mr. CORSON offered the following reso- 
luGon, which was read and referred to 
the Committee on Suffrage, Election and 
Representation : 

Resolved, That the word “white” be 
stricken from article three, section one of 
the Constitution. 

Mr. DODD offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read and referred to the 
(:ommittee on Declaration of Rights: 

Re.soZved, That the Committee on Decla- 
ration of Rights be instructed to add 
thereto “no retroactive law shall be en- 
acted.” 

Mr. HANNA otlered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and laid on the 
table : 

Resolved, That rule seven be amended, 
as follows, via : 

“After the Journal has been read the 
words ‘and roll of members called ;’ ” and 
that the following additional rule be 
adopted, viz : 

XLIII. That the roll of the members 
shall be called upon the assembling of the 
Convention, and the names of the mem- 
bers present, together with the names of 
the absentees, shall be enrolled on the 
Journal of the Convention. 

Mr. BRODHEAD offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred to 
the Committee on Declaration of Rights :’ 

Resolved. That the Committee on Decla- 
ration of Rights be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of amending the 
eleventh section of the Declaration of 
Rights so that it shall read as follows : 

“ That all courts shall be open, and every 
man, for an injury done him in his lands, 
goods, person or reputation, and in bhe 
management of his business and estates, 
and of those entrusted to him in a trnst 
or fiduciary capacity, shall have remedy 
in the due cour.se of law by himself or his 
counsel, and right and justice adminis- 
tered without sale, denial or delay.” 

Mr. HOWARD offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to 
the Committee on Public and Municipal 
Debts and Sinking Funds : 

ResoZv&, That the Committee on Legis- 
lation be instructed to considel;and report 
upon the propriety of requiring the Leg- 
islature to prepare and pass two appro- 
priation bills at each session, the first one 
to be entitled “Au act to provide for the 
ordinary and necessary expenses of the 
Commonwealth,” and in this act provitle 
for all the ordinary and necessary ex- 
penses, including payments of the princi- 
pal or interest of the public debt, and no 
appropriation in said act to be made fog 
any other purpose. Second : That at an.v 
time, not less than ten days after the tinal 
passage of said first act, another bill may 
be introduced and passed, entitled “in 
act making appropriations for misrella- 
neous purposes, ” this second act to em- 
brace charitable and such other xppro- 
priations as the Legislature may have 
authority to make. 

Also, the following resolution, which 
was read and referred to the Committee 
on Public and Municipal Debts and Sink- 
ing Funds : 

Resolved, That as soon as the funds, as- 
Sets and securities in the Sinking Fund at 

the time this provision shall be in force 
shall be paid out and appliedaccording to 
hW, the said Sinking Fund shall be dis- 
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contil~ued, and no money or other valna- 
ble thing shall be placed in said Sinking 
Fund after this provision shall be in fc~rce, 
except payments on account of obliw- 
tions now in mid Sinking Fund. 

Al&, the following resolution, which 
was read and referred to the Committee 
on Revenue, Taxation and Finance : 

ReWzved, That the Committee upon 
Taxation, Revenue and Finance be in- 
structed to consider a.nd report upon the 
propriety and expediency of creating a 
financial Board of Control, to consist of 
the heads of departments of this Com- 
monwealth, whose duty it shall be to 
prescribe a mode of depositing all public 
funds and the manner &&a.wing for the 
same, and that all public funds shall be 
deposited, upon sticient security, after 
due public notice, with such banks, bro- 
kers, or exchange brokers doing a bank- 
ing business in this State as shall agree to 
pay the Commonwealth the best rate of 
interest on daily or weekly balances, and 
pay all drafts on demand ; said Board to 
have power to remove deposits when the 
safety of the same shall require it. 

Also, the following resolution, which 
was read and referred to the Committee 
on Education : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Edu- 
cation are instructed to consider and re- 
port a plan whereby authority shall be 
given by general law to prescribe the 
number and kind of books that shall be 
used in the public schools of this Com- 
monwealth, and to report whether it 
would not conduce to the public good 
that no change in books should be made 
oftener than ouce in fifteen years. 

Also, the following resolution, which 
was read and referred to the Committee 
on Public and Municipal Debts and Sink- 
ing >‘unds : 

Resolved, The Legislature &all not 
have power to create commi&oners to 
perform any public duty for any city, 
county or township, with power to bor- 
row money, or levy taxes, or to execute 
l)olice or municipal functions; and the 
Legislature shall not have authority to 
confer any of the powers of city, county 
w township oBiicers upon commissioners, 
trustees or persons other than the regular 
and duly elected and properly constituted 
authorities of the same. 

Also, the following resolution, which 
was read and referred to the same corn-* 
mittee : 

Renolved, That all bonds, obligations, 
contracts or agreemenls, or other evi- 

dences of imkebtednws to the Common- 
wealth by corporations, whether such evi- 
clence of indebtedncz shall be found in 
bonds, contracts, agreemcuts, obligations, 
or in any aC*t or acts or provisions of the 
Legislature, and now in or pledged to 01 
as&fled to theSinking Fund by the Con- 
stitution, or any act of the Legislature, 
and to be applied to the payment of the 
public debt, shall. be aud relnain as now 
provided by law, and the Legislature shall 
have no power to release, sati@, remit, 
exchange, or in any manner modify or 
impair the same; aud the same shall so 
remain until the same shall be extin- 
guishcd by payment as now provided by 
law, and all the praceeds shall be applied 
to the payment of the public debt and to 
no other purpose. 

Also, the following resolution, which 
R-as read and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revenue, Taxation and Finance : 

ResoZwed, That the Xagislature &all not 
delegate power to individuals or private 
corporations to levy taxes, and all pro- 
perty, except public property, shall be 
taxed according to its value ; and the Leg- 
islature shall be prohibited from exempt- 
ingpropertyfrom taxatiou:and all taxation 
and valuation shall be uniform through- 
out the State, and the Legislature shall 
prescribe regulations for carrying this lat- 
ter clause into effect. Xo poll tax shall be 
levied, except for school purposes, and 
for that purpose a poll tax shall be levied 
of not less than one dollar on each poll. 

Also, the following resolution, which 
was redd and- referred to the same com- 
mittee : 

R&solved, That every law which im- 
poses, rep&s, continues or revives any 
tax shall distinctlv recite the tax and the 
object to which it “is to be or has been ap- 
plied, and it shall not bo sutficient to refer 
to any other law to fix or explain such 
tax or object. 

Also, the following resolution, which 
was read and referred to the Committee 
on 1)eclaration of Rights : 

Resolved, That every citizen of this 
Commonwealth owes paramount alle- 
giance to the Constitution and go>-ern- 
ment of the United States, and that no 
law or ordinance of this Commonwealth, 
or of the citizens t,hercof,in‘ontravention 
or subversion thereof, can have any bind- 
ing force. 

Also, the following, which was read 
and referred to the Committee on Legis- 
lation : 
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Resolved, That the Cummittee on Legis- 
lation be in&ructed to consider and re- 
port upon the subject of prohibiting the 
Legislature from increasing the fees, 
salaries or emoluments of persons in 
office, so that such increase shall inure to 
the benefit of persons in office at the time 
of such increase ; and also to prohibit the 
Legislature from conferring such power 
upon any public authorities. 

Mr. .D. W.PATTERSON offered the fol- 

lowing resolution, which was referred to 
the Committeee on Suffrage, Election and 
Representation : 

ResoZmed, That the Committee on Suf- 
frage, Election and Representation be re- 
quested to consider the expediency of 
incorporating in the article upon suffrage 
the following section, to wit : 

SIWTION -. Every male person of law- 
ful age. having residence in any precinct, 
election die&t, township or borough in 
this State, shall be entitled to vote upon 
any proposition submitted at any meet.- 
ing or election to raise money by taxation 
upon the property of sueh person liable 
to taxation for any purpose whatever; and 
no person shall vote uponany proposition 
submitted to raise money by taxation at 
any such meeting or election unless such 
person is the owner of property that would 
be subjected to a tax, if the proposition so 
submitted should be carried at such meet- 
ing or election. 

Also, the following resolution, which 
was referred to the same committee : 

Resolved, That the public interest does 
not demand the recognition of the prin- 
Qple of “ minority representation or cu- 
mulative voting” (so called) in the Con- 
stimtion of the State ; that the said prin- 
ple is not only an innovation upon exist- 
ing suffrage, customs and systems, but 
also upon the democratic equality of the 
citizen, and is also at variance with the 
cardinal doctrine of our representative 
democracy or repunlican form of govern- 
ment. 

Also, the following, which was referred 
to the same committee : 

i2eso.Wd, That the Committee on Suf- 
frage, Election and Representation be 
requested to eonsider the expediency of 
gibing the Legislature full poker to pass 
laws excluding from the right of suffrage 
persons convicted of infamous crimes. - 

Mr. J. P. WETHERILL offered thefol- 

lowing resolution, which was read and 
referred to the Committee on Private Cor- 
porations : 

ResoZeed, That the Committee on Rail- 
roads and Corporations be requested to 
inquire into the expediency of amending 
the Constitution so as to enlarge the rights 
of stockholders, as follows: 

“In all elections for managers of any in- 
corporated company under the laws of 
this State every stockholder shall have 
the right to vote in person or by proxy 
for the number of shares of stock owned 
by him for as many candidates as there 
are managers to be elected, or to cumu- 
late said shares and give one candidate as 
many votes as the number of managers 
multiplied by his shares of stock shall 
equal, or to distribute them on the same 
principle among as many candidates as 
he shall think fit, and no by-law shall de- 
prive any stockholder of this privilege. 

Mr. CLARK offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to 
the Committee on Future Amendments : 

ResoZecd, That the Committee on Fu- 
ture Amendments be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of providing 
in the Constitution for the assembling of 
a Convention once in every thirty years 
to amend or revise the same ; and of cle- 
signating the qualifications of persons to 
be eligible as delegates to said Conven- 
tion, the mode or manner of their election, 
by what department of the government 
the said Convention shall be called, and 
whether any, and if any, what restrictions 
of the powers of the Convention may be 
imposed by the terms of the call under 
which the Conventionshall be assembled. 

Mr. BARTHOLOMEW offeredthe follow- 
ing resolution, which was read and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Judiciary : 

Re.solmed, That the proper committee be 
requested to inquire into the expediency 
of preventing any person elected or ap- 
pointed to a judicial office from accepting 
any ofice, not judicial, during the term 
for which such person shall have been 
elected or appointed, nor for four years 
after the expiration of the term as aforc- 
said. 

Mr. J. N. PURVIANCE offered the fol- 

lowing resolution, which was read arid 
referred to the Committee on Legisla- 
ture : 

Resolved, That the Committe on Legislx- 
ture be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of providing that the members 01 
the General Assembly shall receive for 
their services the sum of - dollars per 
day during the first session held under this 
Constitution, and ten cents for each mile 
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necessarily traveled in going to and rc- 
turning from the seat of government, to 
Ibe computed by the Auditor General, 
and thereafter such compensation as shall 
be prescribed by Iaw, and no other nllow- 
ante or emolument, directly or indirectly, 
for any purpose whatever, except the 
sum of fifty dollars per session to each 
member, which shall bc in full for post- 
age, stationery, newspaper and all other 
incidental expenses and perquisites ; but 
no char@ shall be made in the compen- 
sation of members of the General Assem- 
biy during the term for which they may 
have been elected. The pay and mileage 
allowed to each member of the Geneml 
Assembly shall be certified by theSpeaker 
of their respective Houses and entered on 
the Journals, and published at the close 
of each session. 

Also, the following resolution, which 
was read and referred to the Committee 
011 Legislation : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis- 
lation be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of providing that the Geneml 
Assembly shall make no appropriation 
of money ont of the Rtate Treasury in 
any private law. Bills makingappropria- 
tions for the pay of members and ofhcers 
of the General Assembly, and for the 
salaries of the ofIicsrs of the government, 
shall contain no provision on any other 
subject ; that no money shall be drawn 
front the Tressmy, except in pnrsuance 
of an appropriation made by law, and on 
the presentation of a warrant issued by 
the Auditor General thereon; and no 
ntoneg shall be diverted from any appro- 
priation made for any purpose, or taken 
from any fund whatever, either by joint 
or separate resolution. 

Also, the following resolution, which 
was read and referred to the Committee on 

’ Executive Department : 
Resolved, That the Committee on Ex- 

cuutire Department be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of providing 
that the Auditor General shall, within 
forty days after the adjournment of each 
session of the General Assembly, prepare 
and publish a full statement of all money 
expended at such session, specifying the 
amount of each item and to whom and for 
wlrat paid. 

TEi+lPORARY ADJOURSNENT. 

Agreeably to order, the Convention r* 
sumed the consideration of the resolution 
relative to temporary adjournment. 

Mr. HARRY \YHITIG moved to ixwelii~. 

by striking out all after the word ‘*r+ 
solved,” and inserting in lieu thereof tltt 
following : 

“That when this Convention adjourns. 
on Wednesday next it will adjourn trb 
meet on Friday, the 29th inst., at teri 
o’clock A. M., after which it will meet. 
from day to day, in Harrisburg, until 
December IS, adjourning on Saturdays at 
twelve o’clock M., until three o’clock or! 
the following Mondays. ” 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. HAY moved to amend, by striking 

out ‘L the tirst Tuesday of January,” ancil 
insert ‘6 the fifteenth day of January.” 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. WHERRY moved to amend the rewu,- 

lntion, by striking out all after the word 
“ resolved,” and insertingin lieu Ihercod 
the following : 

“ That when the Convention adjourn:~ 
on Wednesday it adjourn to meet or, 
Nomlay next at three o’clock I’. M.” 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
On agmeing to the original resolwtitwj , 

as amended, to adjourn from to-morrow 
until Tuesday, the seventh of January, tc’ 
meet in Philadalphia- 

The yeas and nays were required by Mr. 
Harry White and MC Stanton, and wc’rt’ 
as follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. bchonbach, Addicks, Arm- 
strong, Baker, Bannan, Harclay, Rarthol- 
omew, Beebe, Biddle, Black, Charles A... 
Rowman, Boyd, Brodhead, Brown, Ruck-- 
alew, Campbell, Carey, Church, Collins, 
Corbett, Carson, Curry, Cuyler, Davis, 
Dimmick, Dodd, Dunning, Ellis, Fell. 
Finney, Gilpin, Gowen, Hanna, Harvey, 
Hamphill, Hunsicker, Knight, Lilly, 
Long, M’Camant, M’Murmy, Mantor. 
Minor, Newlin, Pattemon, T. H. II., Pat-- 
ton, Porter, Pughc, Purman, Read, Johrr 
R., Reynolds, S. H., Ross, Runk, Shnrpe. 
Simpson, Smith, Henry W., Smith, TV. 
H., Stanton, Stewart, Struthers, Temple, 
Turrell, Van Reed, Walker, Wetherill, J. 
M., Wetherill, John Price, Woodward. 
Worm11 and Wright-69. 

NAYS. 

Messw. Alricks, Andrew-s, Daily, (Per- 
ry,) Dailey, (Huntingdon,) Carter, Clark.. 
Cochran, Curtin, Darlington, De France, 
Edwards, Ewing, Fulton, Funck, Gibson. 
Guthrie, Hall, Hay, WaLrard, Hopkins, 
IIort,on, Konarfl, Kaine, Lambcrtou, 
Landis, Lawrence. i\I’hllister, MacCon- 
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nell, M’Culloch, MacVeagh, Mann, Mott, 
Patterson, D. W., Purviance, John N., 
Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, James L., Rus- 
sell, Wherry, White, David, N., White, 
Harry, White, J. W. F. and Meredith, 
Presidend-42. 

So the question was determined in the 
aflirmative. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. BUCKALEW oflered’ the following 
resolution, which was twice read : 

Resolved, That the first five committees, 
as appointed by the President, meet at 
Philadelphia on the third day of January, 
to prepare reports for the action of the 
Convention when it shall meet pursuant 
to the resolution of adjournment. 

Mr. MACVRAGH moved to amend, by 
striking out all after the word “resolved,” 
and inserting in lieu thereof the follow- 
ing: 

Resolved, That the standing committees 
be requested to proceed to the business 
assigned to them during the recess of the 
Convention, so as to be able, if practicable, 
to report to the Convention on its re-assem- 
hling in Philadelphia. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
On the question, will the Convention 

agree to the original resolution 4 
The yeas and nays were required by 

Mr. MacVeagh and Mr. DeFrance and 
were as follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Achenbach, Ainey, Andrews, 
Armstrong, Bailey,(Huntingdon,) Baker, 
Barclay, Beebe, Biddle, Black, Charles A., 
Bowman, Brown, Buckalew, Campbell, 

Carey, Church, Curry, Dodd, Ellis, Gib- 
son, Gilpin, Hall, Hay, Hazzard, Hemp- 
hill, Hunsicker, Kaine, Landis Lawrence, 
Lilly, Long, M’Allister, M’Camant, aI’- 
Cullooh, M’Murray, Mantor, Minor, Mott, 
Patterson, D. W., Patton, Purman, Read, 
John R., Reynolds, S. H., Sharpe, Simp- 
son, Smith, H. G., Smith, W.H., Temple, 
Wetherill, J. M., Wetherill, Jno. Price, 
Wherry, White, Harry, White, J. W. F.. 
Wright and Meredith, President-S5. 

NAYS. 

Messrs.Addicks, Alricks, Baily,(Perry,) 
Bannan, Bartholomew, Brodhead, Carter, 
Cochran, Corbett, Carson, Curtin, Darling- 
ton, Davis, De France, Dimmick, Dun- 
ning, Edwards, Ewing, Finney, Fulton, 
Funck, Guthrie, Hanna, Hopkins, Hor- 
ton, Howard, MaoConnell, MacVeagh, 
Mann, Newlin, Patterson, T. H. B., Por- 
ter, Puahe, Purviance, John K., Reynolds, 
James e., Runk, Russell, Smith, Henr) 
W., Stanton, Struthers, Turrell, Van Reed, 
Walker, White, David N. and Woodward 
-45. 

So the question was determined in the 
affirmative. 

On motion, the unanimous consent of 
the Convention was given, authorizing 
the President to refer to their appropriate 
committees the resolutions offered before 
the announcement of the committees, 
and which were 1aM on the table without 
specifying the said references upon the 
Journal. 

Mr. &MPSON moved that the Conven- 
tion do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, and the 
President adjourned the Convention un- 
til to-morrow morning at ten o’clock. 
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TENTH DAY. 

WEDNESDAY, November 27, 1872. 

The Convention met at ten o’clock A. 

M., pursuant to adjournment, the Presi- 
dent, William M. Meredith, in the Chair. 

Prayer was offered, and the Journal of 
yesterday’s proceedings read and ap- 
proved. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. President: I am 
instructed by the Committee on Private 
Corporations to present the following reso- 
lution : 

The resolution, as follows, was twice 
read : 

Resolved, That the Auditor General be 
requested to inform the Convention what 
private corporations, foreign or domestic, 
(other than railroad and oanal com- 
panies, and religious and charitable cor- 
porations,) exist and are doing business 
in thisState, and that he state, in tabular 
form, the name and location of said car- 
porations, the general character of their 
business, the amount of their respective 
capitals actually paid in, with references 
to the several acts of Assembly under and 
by authority of which the said corporations 
claim to exercise their respective fran- 
chises. 

Mr. KAINE. I would like to inquire of 
the honorable chairman who has just of- 
fered this resolution what the corpora- 
tions are in referenoc to which he desires 
this information. 

Mr. WOODWARD. The Committee on 
Private Corporations had a meeting this 
morning, and they considered the first 
duty for them to do was to inform them- 
selves as to what corporations exist in 
Pennsylvania. This resolution was the 
result of their deliberations. We want 
information from the Auditor General, 
supposing him to be the proper officer 
from whom to obtain it, as to what corpo- 
rations exist, where they are, what their 
capital is, &c. 

The resolution was adopted. 
Mr. WOODWARD. By direction of the 

mme committee I also offer the follow- 
ing resolution : 

The resolution, as follow& was twice 
read and adopted : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury of the United States be respect- 
fully requested to inform this Conven- 
tiou, in tabular form, of the number of 
national banks in Pennsylvania, their 
names and location, the date of their in- 
corporation, their capita.1 stock respect- 
ively, and which of them are employed 
a~ fiscal agents of the national govern- 
ment in collecting, depositing and dis- 
bursing the revenues of said government, 
and to what amount annually any of said 
banks are so employed. 

Mr. B-4RTHOLOMEW oflered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was twice read and 
unanimously agreed to : 

Resolved, That the members of this 
Convention hereby express their thanks 
to John -4. Smull, Esq., Resident Clerk 
of the House of Representatives, for the 
valuable services rendered this Conven- 
tion by him during their seveion in Har- 
risburg. 

Mr. M’ALLISTER. By instruction from 
the Committee on Suffrage, Election and 
Representation I oiler the following reso- 
lution : 

The resolution was read as follows : 
Resolved, That the resolutions and pro- 

positions presented to the Convention, 
and referred to the Committee on Snf- 
frage, Election and Representation, be 
printed for the use of the committee. 

The resolution was read a second time. 
Mr. M’ALLISTER. I will say that at an 

early stage of the session the Convention 
determined against the printing of rcso- 
lutions and suggestions. At a meeting 01 
thiscommittee last eveningitwas thought 
necessar.y to have the resolutions toueh- 
ing this subject before the committee, 
and this resolution authorizing the 
printing of the resolutions and proposi- 
tions,referred to the Committee on Suf- 
frage, Election and Representation, was 
thought advisable, and I was instructed to 
offer it. 

Mr. EWINR. Mr. President: I believe 
several committees have instructed their 
chairmen to report similar resolutions. I 
therefore offer an amendment, to strike 
out the words’%he CommittceonSuffrage, 
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Election and Representation,” and insert 
the words “all standing committees.” 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. I call the atten- 
tion of the Convention to this proposi- 
tion. The Convention will observe that 
it involves a very large item of expense. 
It is a very liberal resolution. But I am 
not sure that something of this kind 
ought to be adopted. I would like to 
have had the sense of the Convention on the 
propriety of this proposition however. It 
is familiar to the members of this Con- 
vention that day after day we have been 
flooded with a series of resolutions and 
propositions. Some gentlemen have offer- 
ed them out of respect to some constitu- 
ent who sent them here; others have 
been deliberated upon and carefully pre- 
pared. This resolution contemplates the 
publication of every proposition that has 
been presented in this Convention. I 
submit that it will make a volume which 
will be very large, and the item of ex- 
pense will be very considerable to the 
State. I merely call the attention of the 
Convention to the fact that I believe the 
Congressional rule is-certainly the leg- 
islative rule is such-that in all delibera- 
tive bodies when printing is done, when 
a bill is read in place it is referred to the 
appropriate committee, and not until that 
committee report it is it printed, although 
some special proposition may be printed 
on the request or order of .the House. 
Now I submit whether it would not be 
better for the chairman of each individual 
committee to make the request for the 
printing of a certain class of propositions. 
The chairmen of committees have some 
responsibility attached to them, and they 
are expected to exercise some discretion 
in that regard, and if it is the pleasure of 
the Convention to have. those propositions 
printed I think there should be some dis- 
cretion in the matter. I am not, therefore, 
in favor of the proposition of the gentle- 
man from Allegheny (Mr. Ewing.) 

Mr. WRERRY moved to amend the 
amendment, by striking out the words 
proposed to be inserted, and inserting the 
following words : 

“Of all the committees who have di- 
rected their chairmen to ask for the print- 
ing of the same.” 

Mr. EWING. I cannot see any advan- 
tage in the amendment to the amend- 
ment. It will include nearly everythmg. 
In regard to the cost I apprehend certain 
gentlemen here have taken up time in 
talking upon the question unnecessarily 
at an expense that would more than cover 

. 
the entire cost of this printing. It would 
be a very small matter to print the wlmle 

thing. I repeat that it is a very small 
matter, as, of course, it is not to be done 
in book form ; but all the members of thcX 
Convention want to see these various 
>propositions. Some members would like 
the opportunity of examining these propo- 
sitions if they are not on the committees, 
and we do not want the chairmen to de- 
termine what they shall see and what they 
shall not. We want them all. Theamentl- 
ment I offered is the simplest and, I think. ’ 
will reach all. 

The amendment to the amendment was 
not agreed to. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
The resolution was not agreed to. 
Mr. HUNSICKER offered the following 

resolution, which was twice read : 
ResoWed, That all resolutions relating 

to amendments to the Constitution he 
printed for the use of the Convention. 

Mr. HUNSICPER. Mr. President: The 
reason I offer that resolution is that we 
all desire to be informed of the proposi- 
tions made for the amendment of the 
organic law. You cannot rely upon the 
public newspapers, because they are so 
emasculated and duplicated there that 
even the authors cannot recognize them. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. I would ask who 
is to do tbe printing? 

Mr. BUCKALEW. The State Printer. 
Mr. HARRY WHITE. We have no con- 

tract with the State Printer. I do not 
think it is a business proceeding to rush 
headlong into all these things and trust 
to luck, and come in with a large bill in 
the end. 

Mr. NEWLIN. I will say that the Coil:- 
mittee on Printing will make a report on 
this subject to-day. 

Mr. DARLINGTON. I move to postpone 
the further consideration of the matter for 
the present. 

The motion of Mr. Darlington was not 
agreed to. 

The question recurred on agreeing to 
the resolution of Mr. Hunsicker. 

Mr. BUCKALEW. I think there is a 
misconception in regard to the matter of 
expense. In my opinion the printing of 
all these propositions in pamphlet fern*, 
and distributing them to the members, 
will cost a very small amount of money, 
certainly not more than two or three hun- 
dred dollars. It will be observed they 
are a11 very short, and many of them will 
go on a single page, public document size. 
Now if gentlemen who have presented 

. 
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propositions here expect to have them 
~xmsidrrcd they must be printed. In 
mnuuscript they pass into the hands of 
the chairman, and then perhaps not until 
.Jsnunrv. Some are not written in the 
I)est rhirography,nnd it isdifficult toread 
them, and members will not trouble 
themselves to peruse them. Now with 
tlris long interval until January there are 
peculiar reasons why we should have 
them in print, because every member 
will then have an opportunity to deliber- 
ate at home and consider everything that 
has been suggested here. I think, for my 
part, that the gentleman from Indiana, 
(Mr. White,)whose care over the treasury 
is proverbial throughout the Common- 
wealth, has,.in this case, exerted his pa- 
triotic motives upon a comparatively 
small point. 

Mr. JOI~N’PRICE WETHERILL. 1 do not 
agree that there is a necessity for the 
printing of all these resolutions. We 
have elected two Transcribing Clerks, and 
it would be very easy for them to draw 
off these resolutions and refer them to the 
committees. It seems to me that we will 
have plenty of committee work to do be- 
tween this and January without reading 
o\-er and considering the immense mass 
of resolutions offered in this Convention 
daring the last four or five days. There- 
fore, inasmuch as the time of eaoh mem- 
her of the committees will be very tully 
oc*cupied, I do not see that there is any 
sqeat force in the reason given by the gen- 
tleman from Columbia (Mr. Buckslew.) 
Afy impression is that a great number of 
the resolutions oflered have been copied 
almost word for word from the different 
f’nnstitutions of the States, which we have 
already printed uponour desks. It seems to 
nre that with these Constitutions and with 
t,he information the Secretary of State has 
:~ireadp given us, and with the resolutions 
carefully drawn up by the Transcribing 
(:Ierks, and presented to the chairmen of 
the committees, the whole matter w-ill be 
satisfactorily settled. But a few moments 
ago we refused, by a large majority, to 
print these resolutions, and it seems to 
mc that we should not, in so short a time, 
alter that decision. 

Mr. KAINE. I would like to know, if 
this resolution should be passed, how 
these resolutions are to be printed- 
whether they are to be printed .swiatuna, 
;+s &‘ered here from day to day in a book 
pamphlet, or whether the Clerk or some 
other person will undertake to arrange 
them alphabetically or by committees? 

If they are to be printed as offered here I 
think they would be of very little value, 
and I doubt very much whether a single 
member of this Convention would ex- 
amine them. It would be a work of great 
labor to undertake to look over and ex- 
amine all of them, and the expense of 
printing would certainly be very consider- 
able. I concur in the remarks of the gentle- 
man from Philadelphia, (Mr. Wetherill,) 
that we have two Transcribing Clerks, 
whose business it is-and it was the inten- 
tion of the committee that, made the re- 
port upon that subject that they should 

copy these very things, and hand them to 
the various committees to which they were 
referred and to which they belong. If the 
proposition was that certain resolutions, or 
whatever resolutions the chairman of any 
particular committee might desire to have 
printed for their especial information, or 
for the information of the Convention, it 
would be more reasonable, but to just 
print everything that has been offered, 
just as it has been offered, without regard 
to .order, or subject matter, or anything 
else, I think would do no good whatever. 

Mr. ~~'ALLISTER. I hold fourteen reso- 
lutions in my hand referred to the Com- 
mittee on Suffrage, Election and Repre- 
sentation. Half a dozen others have been 
presented and referred to the same com- 
mittee this morning. That committee 
have decided not to meet again until the 
third day of January. These resolutions 
will be in the hands of the chairmen of 
the various committees and not in the 
hands of the members of the committees. 
The gentleman from Fayette (Mr. Ksine) 
has remarked that the members of this 
Convention will not read these resolutions 
when printed in pamphlet form. Pro- 
bably they will not read only those re- 
ferred to them, but, I think, a gentleman 
would be very derelict in duty if he re- 
fuses to read a resolution referred to a 
committee of which he is a member. 
Why shall not every member of the com- 
mittees to which these resolutions have 
been referred have an opportunity to 
reflect on them and prepare himself for 
action on them 9 It seems to me that the 
only way we can discharge our duty is by 
having before us the subject matter re- 
ferred to us that we may oxamine it pro- 
perly. It was with that view that the 
committee instructed me, as chairman, to 
ask that the portion of the resolutions 
specifically referred to the Committee on 
Suffrage, Election and Beprescntation 
should be printed for their use, and it was 
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arranged that they should be sent to their 
post-office addresses so that every member 
could be working on them. It does seem 
to me a very i,mportant matter that this 
informatian should be made accessible in 
some way, not to the Ch8irman alone, but 
to every member of the committees. 

Mr. GIBSON moved to amend, by strik- 
ing out all after the word “ resolved t ” and 
inserting the following : 

‘6 That a sufficient number of copies of 
the resolutions presented to be printed, 
so as to furnish each member of every 
committee with aprinted copy of the reso- 
lutions referred to his committee.” 

hir. LAMBERTON moved to amend the 
amendment of Mr. Gibson, by adding the 
following words : 

‘6 And when printed that they be sent 
by mail, during the recess, to the mem- 
bers of the Convention.” 

Mr. MACVEA~H. I am not in favor of 
the original resolution nor of the last 
amendment read but could we not have 
unanimous consent to postpone this mat- 
ter until the Committee on Printing re- 
port, which it is ready to do 1 I move to 
postpone the further consideration of this 
question until the Committee on Printing 
have reported this morning. 

The PRESIDENT. The motion is not in 
order to postpone to any definite time to 
day. 

Mr. MACVEA~H. I move, then, that 
the whole subject be laid upon the table. 

The motionof Mr. MacVeagh was agreed 
to. 

Mr. BOWMAN offered the following reso- 
lution, which was twice read and unani- 
mously agreed to : 

l&solved, That this Convention tender 
their thanks to General James L. Sel- 
fridge, Clerk of the House, and Thomas 
M’Camant, for their services at the com- 
mencement of the session. 

Mr. BRODHEAD oEered the following 
resolution, which was twice read and 
unanimously agreed to. 

Resolved, That our thanks are hereby 
tendered to the clergy of the city of Har- 
risburg for their attention and services 
in behalf of this Convention. 

Mr. COCH’RAN. Mr. President: I be- 
lieve it is in order to state simply the ob- 
ject of a resolution before offering it. I 
have a resolution here which 1 would 
propose to offer on the subject of printing, 
for I ieel very well convinced that the 
best thing this convention can do is to get 
rid of this subject before they adjourn. I 
ask that it be read for information, and if 

it incites discussion I do not wish to press 
it. 

The resolution, as follows, was twice 
read, and, on motion of Mr. Newlinreferr- 
ed to the Committee on Printing and 
Binding : 

Resolved, That five thousand copies of 
the debates and proceedings of this Con- 
vention, as reported by the official re- 
porter, be printed, four thousand to be 
supplied in sheets at the commencement 
of the second day’s sitting after the debates 
and proceedings have occurred, and one 
thousand to be bound in the style of the 
Cbngresaional Globe. The form of publi- 
cation shall be quarto, three columns to 
the page, the type used brevier, except 
that reports, the subject matter under de- 
bate, and the yeas and nays shall be 
printed in minion. The paper shall be 
of quality equal to that on which the 
further supplement to the act of ninth of 
April,, Anno Domini eighteen hundred 
and fifty-six, regulating the public print- 
ing and binding, ” laid on the table of 
members, was printed. The expense of 
the whole shall not exceed the sum Of 
twenty thousand dollars ; and Benjamin 
Singerly, of Harrisburg,.ishereby selected 
and employed to do the work, subject to 
the supervision of the Committee on 
Printing, and to removal by this body, 
should he fail to comply in all respects 
with the terms of this resolution. The 
number of volumes to be printed under 
thiscontract not to exceed two, of one 
thousand pages each. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. HAY, from the Committee on Ac- 
counts and Expenditures, made a report, 
which was read. 

[For report see Journal.] 
The resolution accompanying the re- 

port was twice road, considered and 
agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Buckslew, the con- 
tract entered into between the committee 
and D. F. Murphy, elected phonographic 
reporter, was approved by the Conven- 
tion ; whereupon, Mr. Murphy appeared 
and was duly qualified, 
[For contnmt, see report of committee in 

Journal.] 
Mr. NEWLIN, from the Committee on 

Printing and Binding, made the follow- 
ing report : 

To the Cbmstitutimal Cbnventiom : 
The Committee on Printing and Bind- 

ing, to whom was referred the following : 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Print- 
ing and Binding, when appointed, be di- 
rected to report whether the contract be- 
tween the State and the present public 
printer entitles such printer to the print- 
ing and binding of the Convention, and if 
their report on this subject be in the nega- 
tive, then to receive and report bids for 
the printing and binding of the Conven- 
tion, 

Respectfully report that the contract 
between the State and the present public 
printer does not entitle such printer to 
the printing and binding of the Conven- 
tion. 

They further report that they have not 
had time to receive and report to tbe Con- 
vention bids for its printing and binding, 
as contemplated by said resolution. 

(Signed) JAS. W. M. NEWLIN, 
Chairman. 

The report was laid on the table. 
hfr. W. H. SNITH presented the follow- 

minority report: 
The undersigned, members of the Com- 

mittee on Printing, dissent from the deci- 
sion of the majority in relation to the right 
of Mr. Singerly to the printing of the Con- 
vention under his contract with the State. 
In our opinion he has a just claim to the 
printing of the Convention under his con- 
tract. 

(Signed) D. N. WHITE, 
WM. H. SMITH. 

HARRISIIURO, November 26, 1872. 

The report was laid on the table. 
Mr. NEWLIN, from the Committee on 

Printing and Binding, made the follow- 
ing report, which was read aud laid on the 
table : 

To the Cyon.stitutional Convention : 

The Committee on Printing and Bind- 
ing, to whom was referred the following : 

Resolved, That five hundred copies of 
the rules, standing committeesand list of 
the names of delegates and officers, and 
their postomce addresses, kc., be printed, 

Respectfully report that said resolu- 
tion should be adopted, and that the reso- 
lution heretofore adopted and partly exe- 
cuted, ordering one thousand copies of 
the rules to be printed, be rescinded. 

The Convention resumedthe considera- 
tion of the resolution referred to in the 
said report, and which was offered by 
Mr. Hanna on the twenty-sixth instant. 

And the question recurring, will the Con- 
vention agree to the amendment proposed 
by Mr. Dodd? 

It was determined in the affirmative, 
and the resolution as amended was agreed 
to. 

Mr. NEWIdN, from the Committee on 
Printing and Binding, made the following 
report, which was read : 

To the Constitutional Convention: 

The Committee on Printing and Bind- 
ing report the following: 

Resolved, That the State Printer is not 
entitled, under his contract with the 
State, to the printing and binding of the 
Convention. 

The resolution was read a second time. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President: At this 
honr, so lilte, I hesitate to say much upon 
this question. But I desire, as briefly as 
possible, to state to the Convention the 
reasoning upon which the report of the 
Committee on Printing is based, or rather 
the report of the majority of the Com- 
mittee. It seems to me that, in a great 
measure, the sense of this Convention was 
tested upon this point, last week, in the 
vote upon the adoption of so much of the 
report of the committee of fifteen as re- 
commended that a standing committee be 
created, to be called the Committee on 
Declaration of Rights. In other words, 
sir, this resolution brings up the whole 
question of the powers and rights of this 
Convention, which are, or are claimed to 
be, inherent in it as a Convention, with- 
out regard to any grant from any act 01 
Assembly, or any other power of existing 
govermnent. And I will here say, beforc 
proceeding to consider other points em- 
braced in this question, that in the Illi- 
nois Convention of 1862 there was almost 
exactly a similar provision brought before 
that body. There was an existing con- 
tract existing between the State of Illi- 
nois and an officer denominated the State 
Printer. In that case the act of Assembly 
calling that Convention ordered expressly 
that all the printing of the Convention 
shonld be done by the State Printer, so 
that, in that respect, the case was stronger 
in Illinois than it is here. But the Con- 
vention, by a motion, elected a printer ot 
its own, after debating extensively the 
whole question of the power of the Con- 
vention-the power inherent in the Con- 
vention outside of any ordinary legisla- 
tion. They proceeded, by a very large 
majority, to decide that the Conveution 
had full authority to elect its own printer, 
without regard to the provisions of the 
act of Assembly. 
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?iow there are two or threp considera- 
tions to which I will call the attention of 
the House in connection with the con- 
tract of Mr. Singerly. I have not;hing to 
say with regard to the terms of that con- 
tract, whether they are cheap or not. I 
know nothing about that at present; I 
have not considered it. There is this about 
it, that those gentlemen connected with 
the Convention who have been members 
of the Legislature know that, although 
Mr. Singerly’s contract, in general terms, 
authorizes him to do all the State print- 
ing, it is a fact not denied that he does 
not, at the present time, under that con- 
tract, claim to do the printing of the Leg- 
islative Record. So under that contract 
there is a portion of the public printing 
that he does not even pretend to claim. 
However, as the commit’te6 decided the 
question upon the broad ground that the 
Convention had full power in the premi- 
ses in itself, the subsequent question as to 
the meaning of this particular contract, 
and the class of work it covered, was not 
considered and was not reached. The 
effect of adopting this resolution will be 
to throw open the printing of this Conven- 
tion to public competition. Then if the 
State Printer bids lower than any one 
else, and we take the lowest responsible 
bidder, of course he can get that contract. 
But if not, the refusal to adopt this reso- 
lution would be to shut the door to oom- 
petition, and to decide that the contract 
made by the Legislature is binding upon 
this Convention, when we have already 
decided that an express prohibition made 
by the same Legislature upon the same 
Convention has no binding effect what- 
ever. This, Mr. President, is a very im- 
portant subject, and goesat the bottom of 
the whole powers of the Convention. But 
inasmuch as we are late in the session of 
the day, and inasmuch as there is a gen- 
eral desire among members to get away, 
I will say no more at this time upon the 
subject. 

Mr. KAINE moved to’amend, by strik- 
ing out the word 4‘ not.” 

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. President : 1 do not 
wish to take up any time in making any 
remarks before this Convention, but there 
is a very familiar principleof law that no- 
thing not contemplated. at the time of a 
contract can be included in it. That dis- 
poses of Mr. Singerly’sclaim to the print- 
ing. But there is nothing lost by passing 
this resolution, because I believe it is gen- 
erally understood that no better contract 
can be got than the one with Mr. Singerly. 

The amendment of Mr. Kaine was not 
agreed to, and the question recurred on 
the original resolution. 

Mr. W. H. Snrrm moved to amend, by 
striking out all after the word “re- 
solved,” and inserting the following : 

“That B. Singerly be authorized and 
required to execute the printing and 
binding of this Convention under his 
contract for all the public printing of the 
Commonivealth.” 

The amendment was not agreed to, and 
the motion recurred on the original reso- 
lution. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE moved to amend, 

by adding to the resolution the following : 
“And that the Committee on Printing 

and Binding be and is hereby authorized 
to confer with B: Singerly, the State 
Printer, in relation to the printing of the 
Convention, and if he will agree to do all 
such printing according to the rates of 
his present contract for the printing of 
the State, to enter into a contract in 
writing with the said Singerly, and report 
the same to the Convention: Provided, 
The committee shall receive bids from all 
persons desiring to contract for said print- 
ing.” 

On the question, will the Convention 
agree to the amendment ? 

The yeas and nays were required by 
Mr. Harry White and Mr. Addicks, and 
were as follow, riz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Achenbach, Alricks, Andrews, 
Bailey, (Huntington,) Barclay, Black, 
Charles A., Bowman, Brown, Buckalew, 
Carter, Clark, Corbett, Corson, Curtin, 
Dimmick, Dodd, Dunning, Edwards, 
Ewing, Fulton, Gibson, Gilpin, Guthrie, 
Harvey, Hopkins, Horton, Howard, 
Kaine, Lamberton, Lawrence, M’hllis- 
ter, MacConnell, M’Murray, MacVeagh, 
Mann, Mantor, Mott, Patterson, D. W., 
Patterson, T. H. B., Porter, Purman, Pur- 
viance, John N., Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, 
S..H., Smith, Henry W., Smith, W. H., 
Temple, White, Harry, White, J. W. F., 
Woodward and Wright-51. 

NAYS. 

Messrs. Addicks, Ainey, Baily, (Perry,) 
Baker, Bannan, Bartholomew, Biddle, 
Black, J. S., Boyd, Brodhead, Campbell, 
Cochran, Curry, Darlington, Davis, De 
France, Ellis, Funck, Hall, Hanna, Hay, 
Hazzard, Hemphill, Hunsicker, Landis, 
Lilly, Long, M’Camant, M’Culloch, New- 
lin, Patton, Pughe, Reynolds, James L., 
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Ross, Runk, Russell, Sharpe, Simpson, 
Smith, H. G., Stanton, Stewart, Struth- 
em, Turrell, Van Reed, Wetherill, J. M., 
Wetherill, John Price, Wherry, Worrell 
and Meredith, President49. 

So the question was determined in the 
atlirmative. 

Mr. BRODHEAD moved that the Con- 
vention do now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 
Mr. Nuwmru moved that the resolution 

he laid on the table. 
On the question, will the Convention 

agree to the motion 7 
The yeas and nays were required by 

Xr. Lilly and Mr. Newlin, and were as 
follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Addicks, Ainey, Baily,(Perry,) 
Raker, Bannan, Bartholomew, Biddle, 
Boyd, Brodhead, Buckalew, Campbell, 
(‘ochran, Darlington, Davis, De France, 
Ellis, Funck, IIall, Hanna, Hemphill, 
Hunsicker, Landis, Lilly, M’Camant, 
Sf’Culloch, Newlin, Patton, Reynolds, 
.James L., Ross, Runk, Russell, Sharpe, 
Simpson, Smith, H. G., Stanton, Struth- 
em, Temple, Turrell, Van Reed, Weth- 
errill, J. M., Wetherill, John Price, 
Wherry and Worrell-43. 

N A Y s . 

Nessrs, Achenbach, hlricks, Andrews, 
Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Barclay, Black, 
(‘harles A., Black, J. S., Bowman, Brown, 
Carter, Clark, Corbett, Carson, Curry, 
Curtin, Gimmick, Dodd, Dunning, Ed- 
wards, Ewing, Fulton, Gibson, Gilpin, 
Guthrie, Harvey, Hay, Hazzard, Hopkins, 
Horton, Howard, Kaine, Lamberton, 
Lawrence, Long, M’Allister, M’Connell, 
M’Murray, MacVeagh, Mann, Mantor, 
Mott, Patterson. D. W., Patterson, T. H. 
H., Porter, Purman, Purvianee, John N., 
Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, 8. H., Smith, 
Henry W., Smith, W. H., Stewart, White, 
Harry, White, J. W. F., Woodward, 
Wright and Meredith, PrasicEent56. 

So the question was determined in the 
negative. 

The question then recurred on agreeing 
to tJm resolution as amended. 

Mr. NEWLIN moved that the Conrcn- 
tion do now adjourn. 

Gu the question, will the Convention 
agree to the motion P 

The yeas and nays were required by Mr. 
Newlin and Mr. Lilly, and were as follow, 
viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Addicks, Ainey, Baker, Ran- 
nan, Bartholomew, Biddle, Black, J. S., 
Hoyd, Brodhead, Buckalew, Campbell, 
Corson, Cnrry, Darlington, Davis, Ellis, 
Hanna, Hemphill, Hunsicker, Landis, 
Lilly, M’Camant, M’Culloah, Nemliu, 
Patton, Reynolds. James L., Reynolds, S. 
H., Ross, Sharpe, Simpson, Smith, Henry 
W., Stanton, Stewart, Struthers, Temple. 
Tnrrell, Van Reed, Wetherill, J. M. an11 
Wherry-3% 

NAYS. 

Messrs. Achenbach, Alricks, Andrews, 
Baily, (Perry,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,) 
Barclay, Black, Charles A., Bowman, 
Brown, Carter, Clark, Cochran, Corbett, 
Curthi, De France, Dimmick, Dodd, Dun 
ning, Edwards, Ewing, Fulton, Fnnck, 
(+ibsm, Gilpin, Guthrie, Hall, Harvey, 
Hay. Hopkins, Horton, Howard, Kaine, 
L&bert&, Lawrence, ‘Long, M’Allister. 
MacConnell, M’Murrav,MaeVearrh. Mann, 
Ma&or, Mott, Patterson, D. W., Patterson, 
‘I’. H. Il., Porter, Purman, Purviance, John 
N., Reed, Andrew, Rnnk, Russell, Smith, 
W. H., Wetherill, Jno. Price, White, 1% 
vid N., White, Harry, White, J. W. F., 
Woodward, Worn11 and Meredith, &es%- 
dent-58. 

So the question was determined in the 
negative. 

The question recurring, will the Con- 
vention agree to the resolution <as 
amended? 

Mr. HOPKIJS moved the previousqnes- 
tion, which was seconded by Messrs. 
Woodward, Kaine, M’Murray, Smit II, 
W. H., Guthrie, Mott, White, J. W. I’., 
Clark, Corbett, Bowman, Smith, H. W., 
Gibson, Edwards, Corson, Patterson, T. 
H. B., Davis and White, Harry. 

On the question, shall the main ques- 
tion be now put? 

The yeas and nays were required by 
Mr. Simpson and Mr. Addioks, and were 
as follow, viz: 

Y E: A M . 

Messrs. Achenbaoh, Alricks, Andrew& 
Black, Charles A., Bowman, Brown, Cxr- 
ter, Clark, Corbett, Corson, Curtin, Dodd, 
Dunning, Edwards, Ewing, Fulton, 
Fanck. Gilnin, Guthrie, Hazzard, Hop- 
kins, Horton, Howard, Kaine, M’Alliste~.~ 
M’tinnell, M’Murrag, Mantor, Mott, Pat- 
terson, T. II. B., Porter, Purman, Purvi- 
ante, *John N., Smith, Henry W., Smith, 
W. H., White, Harry, White, J. W. F., 
and Woodward-36. 
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NAYS. 

Messrs. Addioks, Ainey, Baily, (Per- 
ry,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Baker, 
Bannan, Bartholomew, Diddle, Black, 
J. S., Boyd, Brodhead, Buckalew, 
Campbell, Cochran, Darlington, Davis, 
De France, Dimmick, Ellis, Hall, Hanna, 
Harvey, Hemphill, Hunsicker, Lamber- 

ton, Lawrence, Lilly, Long, M’Camant, 
M’Culloch, MaoVeagh, Mann, Nowlin, 
Patterson, D. N., Patton, Reed, Andrew, 
Reynolds, James L., Reynolds, S. H., 
Ross, Runk, Russell, Simpson, Smith, 
H. G., Stanton, Struthers, Temple, Tur- 
rell, Van Reed, Wetherill, J. M., Weth- 
erill, John Price, Wherry, Worrell and 
Meredith, President-62. 

So the question was determined in the 
negative. 

And the question recurring, will the 
Convention agree to the resolution as 
amended ? 

Mr. MACVEAQH rose to a question of 
order, viz : 

“That when the previous question is 
moved, and the question, shall the main 
question be now put, is determined in 
the negative, the main quest,ion goes over 
for the day.” 

The Chair ‘submitted the question to 
the Convention for decision ; and on the 
question, is the point of order well taken? 

A division was called, resulting in a vote 
of fifty-two in the affirmative to twenty- 
three in the negative. So the question 
was determined in the affirmative, and 
the Chair declared the main question out 
of the House for the day. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. STANTON offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and laid on the 
table : 

Resolved, That the Committee on State 
Institutions and Buildings be increased 
to eleven members. 

Mr. DARLIN~TON offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Executive Depart- 
ment : 

Resolved, That the Executive Commit- 
tee be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of so amending the Constitution 
as to provide that the judges of the Su- 
preme Court shall, from time to time, ap- 
point eight discreet and competent per- 
sons, who shall compose the council of 
pardons. They shall serve without po- 
euniary compensation, but their travel- 
ing expenses shall be pald by the Trea- 
sury. They shall be convened at the seat 

of government whenever the Governor 
shall require them. No pardon shall 
be granted without the consent of at least 
four of the council, and in no case shall a 
pardon be granted before conviction. 

Also, the following, which was read and 
referred to the Committee on Legislature : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Legislature be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of so amending t.he Con- 
stitution as to provide that Senators shall 
be chosen by single districts; where :I 
district shall be composed of two or more 
oounties they shall be contiguous, and 
form, as nearly as practicable, compact 
territory; when a city or county shall be 
entitled to two or more Senators it shall 
be divided by ward or township lines; no 
city or county shall be entitled to 11101’8 
than five Senators ; RepresentatiT-es shall 
be chosen by single districts of contjgu- 
ous and compact territory, composed of 
wards and townships, without to county 
lines. 

Mr. STANTON oflered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to 
the Committee on Judiciary: 

WHEBEAR, Numerous cases have oc- 
curred in legal practice in which parties 
have been convicted of murder under oir- 
cumstances in which juries have had their 
sympathies justly and properly excited in 
favor of the accused, andwhich jurieswere 
yet obliged to find a verdict of guilty, 
trusting to the pardoning power of the 
Governor to exercise a clemency which 
was beyond their own power; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Ju~li- 
ciary be directed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of so amending the Constitution as 
to provide for the rendition of the verdict 
‘6 guilty with extenuating circumstances,” 
which verdict shall not render the ac- 
cused liable to death, but to imprinon- 
ment for a term of years. 

Also, the following resolution, which 
was read and referred to the Committee 
on Suffrage, Election andRepresentation : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Huf- 
frage, Election, &c., be instructed to con- 
sider the propriety of so amending the 
Constitution as to provide that the time of 
holding the general elections of this Corn- 
monwealth shall be on the first Tuesday 
of November in each year. 

Mr. W. H. SXITH offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referretl 
to the Committee on Declaration of 
Rights, intended to take the place of 
section seven of ninth article, and to be 
referred to the committee on that artir1.o. 
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In all prosecutions for libel the truth 
!nay be given in evidence. ilnd if it ap- 
pear to the jury that the matter charged 
to be libelous is true, and was published 
for good motives and justifiable ends, the 
accused shall be acquitted. The jury 
shall have the right to determine the law 
and the facts. 

Mr. STRUTHERS offered the following 

resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on IndustrialInterests 
:md Labor : 

R~olwed, That the Committee on Indus- 
hinl Interests and Labor be instructed to 
inquire and report as to the expediency of 
a clause in the Constitution to prevent 
legislation interfering with the rights of 
the employer and employee, to regulate 
the hours of labor and p&es to be paid 
tin! the szzme by mutual agreement. 

1Mr. EWING offered the following reso- 
1 ution, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Private Corporations, For- 
eign and Domestic, kc. : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Cor- 
porations be requested to inquire and re- 
port as to the expediency of inserting in 
the Constitution the following provisions : 

&-St. The Legislature shall provide, by 
qeneral law, for the supervision and ex- 
amination of the condition, business and 
assets of all insurance companies doing 
business in the Commonwealth. 

&cond. After July 1, 1874, no fire insn- 
rance company (other than mutual) shall 
be permitted to transact business or take 
rinks on property in any city in this Com- 
monwealth, having a population of fifty 
thousand or upwards, unless such com- 
pauy shall at the time have a paid up 
and unimpaired capital of not less than 
tive hundred thousand dollars. 

Also, the following resolution, which 
was read and referred to the Committee 
on Cities and City Charters : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Cities 
and City Charters be requested to inquire 
and report as to the expediency of pro- 
viding in the Constitution as follows : 

1st;. The electors of every city shall 
choose a mayor, whose term of office shall 
I )e two years, and who shall be chief execu- 
tive officer thereof, and who shall see 
that the duties of the various city oficers 
are faithfully performed. 

2d. In cities having a population of one 
hundred thousand or upwards the mayor 
shall be a salaried officer, and not entitled 
to auy fees or perquisites in addition to 
his salary, and he shall not exercise any 
judicial functions, civil or criminal. He 

shall have a qualified veto on acts and 
ordinances passed by the city councils, 
the mode and manner of the exercise of 
n-hich shall be provided for in the char- 
ters of such cities. 

Nr. COLLINS off’ered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to 
the Committee on Judiciary : 

Resolved, There shall be exempt frt)m 
the liens of judgments, decrees of courts, 
and from levy and sale, under the pro- 
cess or order of any court at law or 
equity in this State, when the cause of 
action shall have accrued, after tile adop- 
tion of the Constitution, except for non- 
payment of taxes, or for a debt incurred 
for the purchase or improvement thereof, 
a homestead to the value of not less than 
one thousand dollars, or in lieu of a home- 
stead, personal property of a like value to 
every debtor, for the use of such debtor, 
such exemption to continue after the 
desertion or death of a husband for the 
benefit of his wife or widow and minor 
children. Such homestead shall not be 
alienated by the husband without the con- 
sent of thewife, obtained in such manner 
as shall beprovided by law. 

Mr. LAMB~KTOS offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Executive Depart- 
meut : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Ex- 
ecutive, &c., be instructnd to inquire into 
the expediency of so amending the Con- 
stitution as to provide for a council advis- 
ory to the Governor, to be composed of 
es-Governors of the Commonwealth, to 
consider and pass upon applications for 
pardons and remission of forfeitures. 

Mr. C. A. BLACK offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Declaration ofRights: 

In all prosecutions and civil suits 
for libel the truth may be given in evi- 
deuce, and if it shall appear to the jury 
that the mzatter clrdrged as libelous is 
true, and was published with good mo- 
tives, and for justifiable ends, the verdict 
shall be for the defendant. 

Also, the following resolution which 
was read and referred to the Committee 
on Legislature : 

No appropriation shall be made by the 
Legislature for extra pay or other com- 
pensation beyond necessary clerk hire, 
of any committee, standing or special, 
appointed by the Senate or House of Rep- 
resentatives, when sittin:: at the seat of 
government, and only for actual and 



necessary expenses when sitting else- 
where. 

Also, the following resolution, which 
was read and referred to the Committee 
on Legislation : 

In ease of a contested election in the 
Senate or House of Representatives the 
person only who is declared to be entitled 
to a seat, by the House in which the con- 
test takes place, shall receive from’ the 
State such compensation as received by 
other _ members, and no appropriation 
shall be made by the Legislature for the 
pay of witnesses or other expenses of 
either party. 

Mr. BRODREAD offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Judiciary : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Judiciary be requested to take into con- 
sideration the propriety of a constitutional 
provision authorizing every man of good 
moral’character to practice as an attorney 
in the several oourts of this Common- 
wealth. 

Mr.*Ruxrc offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Legislation : 

.Re.~oZved, That no person who has been 
or hereafter shall be convicted of briberv. 
perjury or other infamous crime, nor any 
person who has been or may be a collector 
or holder of public moneys who shall not 
have accounted for and paid over, accord- 
ing to law, all suoh moneys due from 
him, shall be eligible to the General As- 
%embly or to any otIice of profit or trust in 
this State. 

ResoZved, That the Committee on Suf- 
frage, Election and Representation be re- 
quested to inquire into the expediency of 
to amending section four of article third 
of the Constitution that the same shall 
provide that qualified electors of the Com- 
monwealth, though in actual military ser- 
vice under requisition from the President 
of the United States, or by the authority 
ofthis Commonwealth, shall exercise the 
right of suffrage in all elections by the 
oitizens only when present at the respee- 
tive places of election of which they are 
residents. 

Mr. WHERRY offered the following reso- 
lution, which was readand referred to the 
Committeeon Agriculture, Mining, Manu- 
facturesand Commerce : 

Re.solved, That the Constitution ought 
to provide for the election of a State Com- 
missioner of agriculture, mining, manu- 
factures and statistics, who shall hold his 

Mr. JOHN M. WETHERILL offered the 
following resolution, which was read andl 
referred to the Committee on Pr&ate 
Corporationa, Foreign and Domestic, &c.: 

No corporation shall be created for ag- 
rioultural purposes, n6r’ shall any exist-’ 
ing corporation be authorized to hold 
landsfor such purposes. 

Mr. CAXP~LL offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Judiciary : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Judiciary take into consideration the fol- 
lowing suggestion : 

office for - years, and perform such That the only intermediate courtsbe- I 
I duties as shall be prescribed by law. 

Mr. LILLY offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read and referred to the 

tween the justices’ courts, or justices of 
the peace, and the Supreme Court shall 
be courts of common pleas, which shall 
be holden by judges elected in counties 
in the ratio of one judge to every thirtt- 
five- thousand inhabitants, and that-said 
judges ‘shall be elected by the- cummula- 
tive system for terms of ten years. 

Mr. ANDREWS offered the following- 
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diency of providing, by legislative enact- 
ment, that the expenaesof the military de- 
partment of the State government shall 
be paid out of the general fund, and that 
no militia, or other special tax, shall be 
levied or collected for any military pur- 
pose. 

Mr. TEMPLE offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to 
the Committee on Judiciary : 

Re.solved, That the Judiciary Commit- 
tee be requested to inquire intg the pro- 
priety of so amending the Constitution as 
to abolish the grand jury system. 

Mr. Ross offered the following resolu- 
tion, whiah was read and referred to the 
Committee on Suftrage,Election and Rep- 
resentation : 

Committee on Judiciary : 
Re-solved. That the Committee on Judi- 

ciary be requested to take into considera- 
tion the question of residence, and report 
a section clearly defining whatconstitutes 
a Gesidenoe. 

Mr.. Ross offered the following resolu- 
tlon, whioh was read and referred to the 
Committee on Militia : 

RemZved, That the Committee on Mili- 
tia be requested to inquire into the expe- 

10 

resolution, whi&h was read and referred 
to the Committee on Legislafion : 

Resolved, That the Legislature be re- 
quired to provide by law, with proper re- 
straint, (and penalties for the violatios 
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of same,) for the sale of vinous, spiritous 
and alcoholic liquors for medicinal, me- 
ehanical, chemical and sacramental pur- 
poses. 

Mr. GIRSON offered the following rcso- 
lution, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Judiciarv : 

Resolved, That the i’ommittcc on the 
*Judiciary take into consideration the pro- 
priety of abolishing the 03th as adminis- 
tered in courts of justice or elsewhere, and 
to provide that a solemn promise to tell the 
truth, the whole truth and nothing but 
the truth shall, in case of violation of the 
same, subject the party so offending to 
the penalties of perjury, as originally pro- 
vided by the founders of the Common- 
wealth. 

Mr. C. A. BLACK offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Suffrage, Election 
and Representation : 

The Governor shall have power to remit 
fines and forfeitures, and grant reprieves 
and pardons, except in cztses of impeach- 
ment. But no reprieve or pardon shall be 
granted without the recommendation, in 
writing, of &ll the members of the court 
before whom the person applying for a 
reprieve or pardon was convicted, and of 
the Attorney General or district attorney 
who prosecuted for the Commonwealth. 
And such recommendations shall be re- 
corded and filed in the office of the Se- 
retary of the Commonwealth. 

Mr. H. G. SXITH offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred 
tn the Committee on Legislation : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis- 
lation be instructed to, inquire into the 
expediency of so amending the Constitu- 
tion as to provide that the Legislature 
shall make no appropriation of money, 
except by vote ‘of a majority of each 
Hoase elected, upon the call of the yeas 
and nays; that what is known as the 
general appropriation bill shall embrace 
l!othing but appropriat.ions for the ordi- 
nary expenses of the executive, legisla- 
tire and judicial departments of the State 
government: that all other appropriations 
shall be made by separate act.s of Assem- 
bly, no such act to embrace more than 
one item of expenditure. 

Mr.W~~~~~~offered the following reso- 
lution, &hich was read and referred to the 
Committee on Legislation : 

Resolved, That no bill apportioning 
Senators or Representatives, or Represen- 
t btives in Congress, shall become a law un- 
leas it be approved by three-fifths of each 

branch of the Legislature ; the votes of 
both Houses to be determined by yeas and 
nays, and the names of the persons voting 
for or against the bill shall he entered on 
the Jonrnals of each House respectively. 

Mr. MOTT offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Judiciary : 

Resolved, That the Committoe on the 
Judiciary be requested to take into con- 
sideration the propriety of extending the 
term of the judges of the Supreme Court 
to twenty years, and made ineligible for 
a second term, and to be retired for imbe- 
cility on account of any dispensation of 
Providence, or extreme old ago, in such 
manner as the committee may dcvise. 

Mr. CAMPBELL offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Declaration of Rights : 

Resolved, Thst the Committee on De- 
clarationof Rights take into consideration 
the following proposed addition to that 
section of the Constitution : 

That married women shall have the 
same rights over the acquisition, control 
or disposition of their separate, property, 
real or personal, as men have over theirs. 

Mr. RUWK offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read and referred to thu 
Committee on Legislature : 

Resolved, That the House of Represen- 
tatives shall consist of three hundred 
members, each member to be elected 
from a separate district, composed of con- 
tiguous and compact territory, the popu- 
lation of whichdistricts shall be as nearly 
equal as prac’icable without a division OS 
the territorial limitsof election preoincts : 
Provided, that each county shall have at 
least one Representative. 

Also, the following resolution, which 
was read and referred to the Committee 
on Legislature : 

The Senate shall ransist of one hun- 
dred members, each to bc elected from a 
separate district of contiguous and com- 
pact territory, the population of which 
districts shall be as nearly equal LIPI 
practicnble, except in the city and county 
of Philadelphia, from which there shall 
be nine Senators, elected from like scpa- 
rate districts of contiguous and oompaet 
territory : Provided, That each county 
shall hltve at least one Senator. 

Mr. M'MUILR~LY offered thr followinp 
resolution, which was read and referred to 
the”Committee on SufYrage, Klcction ant1 
Representation : 

Resolved, Every male citizen of the 
United States over twenty-one years of 
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ape, who has resided within the State one 
year, within the county six months, and 
within the election district sixty days next 
preceding any election held therein, and 
who has paid a State or county tos that 
has been assessed against him within two 
years next preceding such election, shall 
be a qualified voter ; but no person of nn- 
sound mind, or pauper, shall be a!low~~l 

to vote at any such election : and no hous-- 
keeper shall be permitted to vote in any 
election district except the one in which 
his family actual@ resides at the time he 
offers to vote. 

No person in attendance at any college, 
saminary or other institubion of learning 
within the State shall, by reason of such 
attendance, gain such a residence as will 
entitle him to vote al any elect.ion in the 
election district in which he may so re- 
side, except he be a housekeeper, and his 
family actually reside therein. 

No elector of the State shall ever be de- 
prived of the right to vote at any election 
by reason of not htLving been registered 
or listed as a qualified voter. 

The Legislature shall pass a law or 
laws depriving of the right of suErage 
all persons convicted of treason, felony 
and bribery in elections. 

Mr. C. A. BLACK offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred to 
the Committee on Suffrage, Election and 
Representation : 

Rssolved, If any porson shall give or 
oEer to give, direc:ly or indireotly, any 
bribe, present or reward, or any promise, 
or any security for the payment or tho 
delivery of money, or any other thing to 
induoe auy voter to refrain from casting 
his vote, or to prevent him in any way 
from voting, or to procure a vote for any 
candidate or pcrsou proposed or voted for 
n? elector of President and Vice President 
of the United States or Representative in 
Congress, or for any office of trust or 
protit crezted by t,hc Cons’,itution aud 
12~3 of this Sklto, the person giving or 
offering to give, and the person receiving 
tho same, and auy person who gives or 
c:~uses to be given an illegal vote, knr)Ty- 
ing it to bo such, at ally election hereafter 
t,o be held in this State shall, on convic- 
ti(Jn in a court of law, in additiou to the 
&alties now or heriafter to be imposed 
bv law. be forcvor disqualified to hold 
a;ly oti?ce of profit or tr&, or to voto at 
:tny electionin this Commonwcltlth. 

Mr. MAKN offered the following reso- 
lution, which was reXI and referred to the 

Committee on Industrial Interests and 
Labor : 

Resotwed, That the Constitution of the 
State ought to be so amended as to secure 
to a wife. on the death of her husband. 
the same legal rights and privileges as 
are enjoyed by a husband on the death of 
his wife. 

Mr. DE FRANCE offered the following 
resolution, whiah was read and referred 
to the Committee on Railroads and 
Canals : 

Resoived, That every railroad nolv con- 
structed, or hereafter to be constructed, 
in this State shall be substantially fenczcd 
bv the owner thereof, and in ease any 
riilroed company shall neglect or refuse 
to fence its road the said company shall be 
responsible for all damage accruing to 
the property of the inhabitants thereof in 
consequence of such failure. 

Mr. HARYEP offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Railroads and 
Canals : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Rail- 
roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency 01 reporting the following as 
a Constitutional provision : 

All railroads which are now or may 
hereafter be cousiructcd are hereby de- 
clared public highways, and shall be 
open to all persons for the transportation 
of their persons and property, under such 
regulations as may be established by law; 
and the General Assembly shall, from 
time to time, pass laws establishing 
maximum rates of charges for passenger 
fare and for throughdnd local freight. 

Mso, the following resolution, which 
was read and referred to the Committee 
on Suffrage, Election and Representa- 
tion : 

RmoIued, That the Committee upon 
Suffrage, Electiou aud Representation bc 
instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of amending article three, section onr 
of the Cons5tution, so that it will read as 
follows : 

In olcctions by the citizens every mnl.c 
citizen of the age of twenty-one ycarfi, I::tv- 
ing resided in this State one year and in 
the election district where he offers to 
vote three months immediately prececcl- 
ing such cl&ion, shall enjoy ihe rights 
of an elector; but a citizen of the Un‘itcd 
States who had previously been a qunli- 
fied voter of this State, and remo-verl 
therefrom and returned, shall, after re- 
siding in the State six months, and in the 
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clcction district three months, be entitled 
to rote. 

Also, the following resolution, which 
was read and referred to the Committee 
ou the Judiciary : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Judi- 
ciary be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of presenting a provision that 
each county having a populat,ion of fifty 
thousand or more shall be a separate ju- 
dicial district. 

Al.so, the foIloffing resolution, which 
was read and referred to the Committee 
on Legislation : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Leg- 
islation be instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of so amending article one 
section six of the Constitution, so as to 
provide that each county shall be a Sena- 
torial district, and shall be entitled to one 
Senator; that the city of Philadelphia 
shall be a Senatorial district, and shall 
be entitled to six Senators, to be elected at 
large in said city, and that the city of 
Pittsburg shall be a Senatorial district, 
and entitled to one Senator. 

Mr. ANDREWS offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Counties, Townships 
and Boroughs : 

Resolved, A new county may be formed 
by act of Legislature as often or whenever 
two-thirds of the electors within the pra- 
posed boundary shall, at any annual elec- 

tion, vote in i%vor of some : Providctf, 
That no new county shall contain less 
than three hundred square miles,nor shall 
any line thereof pass within less than tell 
miles of any county sect. 

Also, the following resolution, whicll 
was read and referred to the Committee 
on Legislation : 

Resolved, That the Legislature bc rc- 
quired, as soon as the present contem- 
plated Constitution is adopted or in force, 
to pass a law and by appropriate penalties 
prohibit the sale, giving away, or in an> 
manner or form furnishiug intoxicating 
liquors of any kind, by any person or per- 
sons, company or corporation, to or for 
any other person or persons, company OI 
corporation, to be used as a beverage. 

Mr.’ 1-Io~rr1x-s offered the following rcso- 
lution, which was read and referred to 
the Committee on Sufkage, Election and 
Representation : 

Resolved, That the Committ.ee on Snf- 
frage, Election and Representation be re- 
quested to report an article forever dis- 
franchising all persons who shall commit 
fraud in any election in this Commou- 
wealth, whether by voting more than 
once, altering returns, bribing voters or 
in any other manner. 

On motion of Mr. Temple, the President 
adjourned the Convention until Tuesday, 
January 7, 1873, to meet in the city of 
Philadelphia. 
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TUEBDAY, Jasuury 7, 1873. 

The Convention met at twelve o’clock 
hl., pursuant to adjournment, in the city 
of Philadelphia, the hall used being one 
owned by the city and fitted up by the 
city authorities forthe purpose, situate on 
Spruce street, between Fifth and Sixth 
streets. 

The PRXISIDENT took the Chair and an- 
nounced that a quorum of members was 
present. 

The Journal of proceedings of Wednes- 
day, November 27, 1872, was read. 

Mr. J. M. WETHERILL. I rise tb cor- 
rect the minutes of the Convention. A 
resolution, offered by myself, with regard 
to agricultural corporations, was referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Mining, 
Manufactures and Commerce. It is dif- 
ferently stated in the minutes, however. 

The correction was ordered to be made, 
and the Journal, as corrected, was ap- 
proved. 

XATIONAL BANKS IN PENNSYLVANIA. 

The PRESIDENT presented a communi- 
eltion from the Secretary of the Treasury 
of the United States, transmitting, in 
answer to a resolution of the Convention, 
a list of the national banks in Pennsyl- 
vania, their location, date of organization 
and capital stock, which was referred to 
the Committee on Private Corporations. 

DRAWINO FOR SEATS. 

Mr. ~RXSTRONG otlered the following 
resolution, which was twice read and con- 
sidered : 

Resolved, That the Convention will now 
proceed to the selection of seats in the 
following manner: All seats shall be va- 
cated. Th? Clerk &al1 prepare for every 
member a separate ballot, which shall be 
as nearly as possible alike, and shall be 
separately and cl~soly rolled up and 
placed in a box, which shall then be well 
shaken and placed upon the President’s 
desk. ii page, blincifolded, shall with- 
draw the ballots, or..e at a time, and hand 
the same to the Clerk, who shall an- 
nounce the name thus drawn. The pcr- 
son whose name is called shall imme- 
diately select his seat. Another ballot 

. 

shall then, in like manner, be drawnand 
the person called shall select a seat, and 
so continuously until all the ballots are 
drawn. Each member who shall select 
his seat shall continue to occupy it until 
the drawing is completed. All seats va- 
cant when any name is announ ted &al 1 
be subject to selection. The name of any 
person called who does not personally 
answer shall be laid aside until all the 
names in the box are called. 

Mr. RUNK. I offer the following 
amendment : 

“That the following persons be permitted 
to select seats without lot, to wit : Mem- 
bers of the former Constitutional Conven- 
tion of this State, those who have held the 
office of Governor ofthe State, judges of 
the Supreme Court and members of the 
United States Senate.” [“No ! No !“I 

The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. HAY. I move to strike outall after 

the word “ manner” and insert the follow- 
ing : “ That numbers from one to one 
hundred and thirty-two, inclusive, be 
marked upon separate slips of paper and 
placed in a box, and that the roll of 
members be called, and that upon each 
name being called one Of the slips of 
paper be taken from the box by the Clerk, 
and that the member thereon be the 
number of the seat of that member.” 
[“NO ! No !“] 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. J. R. REND. I offer the followins 

amendment: 
‘*In the event of a person called not nn- 

swering to his name the Assistant Clerk 
shall select a seat for him, and place a card 
upon it with the member’s name there- 
on.” [“NO ! No !“] 

Xr. Nrrzs. Mr. President: It strikes 
me that that is a very properamendment. 
I kuow of members of this Convention 
who are unavoidably detained to-day on 
account of sickness, which has overtaken 
them on their way here, and it seems to 
me but fair that the Clerk or some of 
their friends should make a selection for 
them. My colleague (Mr. Elliott) is una- 
ble to be here. He started when I did, 
but was detained at Williamsport on ac- 
count of the sickness of his wife, 
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Mr. D. W. PATTERSON. Mr. President : 
I hope that the amendment will prevail. 
One of my colleagues (Mr. H. G. Smith) 
met with an accident the other day and 
iii unavoidably absent. I think the Clerk 
(11’ some friend should be permitted to se- 
lect a seat for him. The proposition em- 
bodied in the amendment is but fair, 
and I hope it will be accepted by the Con- 
vention. 

Mr. LITTLETOX. Mr. President : I de- 
sire to say that I have made a promise to 
select a seat for the gentleman from In- 
diana, (Mr. Harry White,) who is detained 
nt Harrisburg by ofl%ial business. It 
does seem to me that some such amand- 
ment is necessary. 

Mr. J. M. BAILEY. Mr. President: I 
oKer the following as a substitute for the 
mnendment offered by the gentleman 
from Philadelphia (Mr. J. R. Read :) 

“W~hen the name of a member is called 
who doesnot personally answer the mem- 
bers from the same district shall hare the 
privilege ok selecting a seat fx him.” 
[“NO! NO!“] 

The substitute was rejected. 
The question being upon the amcnd- 

ment offered by the gentleman from 
Philadelphia, (Mr. J. R. Read,) it was re- 
jecled. 

Mr. C’UYI.ER. Mr. President: I move 
to strike out of the original resolution the 
words 6% page blindfolded” and insert 
“the Clerk.” I think it more befits the 
dignity of the body to draw in that man- 
ner. 

The amendment was rejected. 
The question being upon the resolution 

offered by the gentleman from Lycoming, 
(Mr. Armstrong,) it was agreed to. 

A page was then blindfolded, the names 
of all the members placed in a box and 
the drawing commenced. As each name 
was called themembers took seats, as fol- 
lows : 
No. 1. Mr. Andrew Reed, seat So. 

2. Mr. Wherry, 
3. Mr. Carson, 
4. Mr. Dallas, 
5. Mr. Niles, 
6. Mr. Ross, 
7. Mr. M’Murmy, 
8. Mr. MacConnell, 
9. Mr. J. M. Wetherill, 

IO. Mr. Clark, 
11. Mr. Hazzard. 
12. Mr. Corbett, 
13. Mr. hndrews, 
14. Mr. Carey, 
15. Mr. Brown, 

27 
49 
2G 
28 
70 
25 

100 
5s 
20 
80 
71 
50 
91 
12 
79 

So. 16. Mr. CoIIins, 
Ii. Mr. G. W. Palmer, 
1% Mr. Gibson, 
19. Mr. Kaine, 
20. Mr. Dimmick, 
21. Mr. W. H. Smith, 
2% Mr. Ellis, 
23. Mr. Funck, 
24. Mr. Y. Ii. Reynolds, 
25. ;Mr. Achenbach, 
213. Mr. Dumiing, 
27. Mr. Harelay, 
28. Mr. Horton, 
29. Mr. Hemphill, 
30. Mr. Craig, 
31. Mr. Cuyler, 
3“. Mr. Parson% 
33. Mr. Mantor, 
M. Mr. Hxma, 
3% Mr. Brodhead, 
3G. Mr. Ruuk, 
37. Mr. Worrell, 
3s. Mr. Hopkins, 
39. Mr. Russell, 
40. Mr. Ewing, 
41. Mr. Bacr,- 
42. Mr. Long, 
43. Mr. Sewiin. 
44. Mr. Hay, 
45. Mr. Jno. R. Read, 
46. Mr. Knight, 
47. Mr. J. Price \Vethorill, 
45. Mr. Rowman, 
49. Mr. Turrell, 
50. Mr. De France, 
51. Mr. R. A. Purvianc:?, 
52. Mr. Van Reed, 
a. Mr. M’Cu110c11 , 
54. Mr. Guthrie, 
55. Mr. Armstrong, 
66. Mr. Mann, 
57. Mr. Porter, 
58. Mr. Church, 
69. Mr. Minor, 
GO. Mr. Howard 
Al. Mr. Metzger: 
GZ. Mr. Fulton, 
63. Mr. Woodwarcl, 
G4. Mr. Lamberton, 
f%. Mr. D. W. Patterson, 
6G Mr. Wright, 
67. Mr. Walker, 
G8. Mr. J. S. ISlack, 
69. Mr. Huckalew, 
70. Mr. Mott, 
71. Mr. Fell, 
72. Mr. Cassidy, 
73. Mr. Campbell, 
74. Mr. Finney, 
75. Mr. Curry; 
76. Mr. Heverin, 
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N0.77. Mr. J. N. Pnrviance, 
# 78. Mr. Sharpe, 

79. Mr. Harvey, 
80. Mr. Hall, 
Yl. Mr. MaeVes& 
82. Mr. Cnrtin, 
83. Mr. Cochran, 
$4 . Mr . M’Clean 
85. Mr. Addick;, 
86. Mr. Bartholomew, 
87. Mr. Edwards, 
88. Mr. Rooke, 
89. Mr. Elliott, 
90. Mr. Bardsley, 
91. Mr. C. A. Black, 
92. Mr. Lear, 
93. Mr. Purman, 
94. Mr. Stewart, 
95. Mr. Hunsicker, 
96. Mr. Biddle, 
97. Mr. H. W. Smith, 
98. Mr. Stanton, 
99. Mr. H. W. Palmer, 

100. Mr. Harry White, 
101. Mr. Landis, 
102. Mr. J. W. P. White, 
103. Mr. Strnthcrs, 
104. Mr. Bannan, 
105. Mr. Jos. Baily, 
1OG. Mr. Davis, 
107. Mr. Gowon, 
10% Mr. Gilpin, 
109. Mr. T. H. B. Patterson, 
110. Mr. Carter, 
111. Mr. Beebe, 
112. Mr. Darlington, 
113. Mr. Temple, 
114. Mr. Broomall, 
115. Mr. Simpson, , 
116. Mr. Patton, 
117. Mr. J. L. Reynolds, 
118. Mr. Littleton, , 
119. Mr. Pughe, 
120. Mr. Cronmiller, 
121. Mr. H. G. Smith, 
122. Mr. M’Camant, 
123. Mr. Lilly,. 
124. Mr. J. M. Bailey, 
125. Mr. hiney, 
126. Mr. Boyd, 
127. Mr. Lawrence,’ 
128. Mr. Dodd, 
129. Mr. D. N. White, 
130. Mr. Alricks, 
131. Mr. Bsker. 
13P. Mr. I\I’Allister, 

absent. 
11 
a4 
76 
32 
1 

34 
46 
17 
16 
45 
84 

absent. 
14 
5 

22 
74 

absent. 
44 

115 
2 

65 
131 

absent. 
absent. 

68 
absent. 

GG 
15 
97 
23 
94 
38 
13 
92 

118 
3 

96 
103 

absent. 
121 
G7 

absent. 
87 

absent. 
85 
95 
93 
86 

124 
117 

absent. 
116 
105 
104 
106 

SEATSOFABSEXT MEXBERS. 

Mr. BRODHEAD offered the following 
resolution, which was twice read and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the members from the 
same districts as absent members be now 
permitted to make choice of seats for 
them as the names of such absent mem- 
bers are drawn, in a manner similar to 
that already observed. 

The names of absent members were 
then called and seatsselected for them by 
their colleagues, as follows : 
Mr. Harry White, seat NO. 114 
Mr. Dunning, 130 
Mr. Stewart, 107 
Mr. Turrell, 12i 
Mr. J. N. Pnrvianre, 113 
Mr. Elliott, 110 
Mr. W. H. Smith, 108 
Mr. Struthers, 123 
Mr. Hopkins, 109 
Mr. Dodd, 111 
Mr. Pughe, 12s 
Mr. H. G. Smith, 126 
Mr. Patton, 121) 
1Mr. Landis, 125 

ORIQINAL RESOLUTIONS. 

TI~~PRESIDENT. Original resolutions 
are now in order. 

Mr. BRODHEAD offered the following 
resolution, whioh was read : 

Resolved, That when this Convention 
adjourns it adjourn to meet to-morrow 
at twelve o’clock M., and that hereafter 
the daily sessions shall commence at that 
hour. 

The question being, shall the Conven- 
tion proceed to the second reading and 
consideration of the resolution 1 a division 
was called for, and being taken, resulted, 
affirmative forty-one, negative seventy- 
one. So the Convention refused to pro- 
ceed to the second reading of the resolu- 
tion. 

TEANKS TO CITY COUNCILS, &C. 

Mr. RUSSELL. I offer the following 
resolution : 

Re8olvrd, That the thanks of this Con- 
vention be and they are hereby tendered 
to the city councils of the city of Philadel- 
phia for the handsome and comfortable 
hall, aommittee rooms, etc., which they 
have furnished the Convention, and to 
the committee of councils and of the 
Convention who have had charge .of the 
arrangements necessary for the sessions of 
the Convention in said city. 

Mr. FELL. I hope that willbepostponed 
until the last day of the session. 

The resolution was read twice and 
agreed to. 
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‘Mr. RROOEALL. I offer the the follow- 
, ing resolution : 

BeJoZved, That, until otherwise ordered, 
the Convention will hold one session per 
day, commencing at ten o’clock A. hf., 
and adjourning at two P. M. 

Mr. SIMPSON. I rise to a point of order 
That is already the rule of the House. We 
have already adopted that as a rule of the 
Convention ; and therefore the resolution 
is unnecessary. 

Mr. KAINE. 1 would inquire whether 
there is not a resolution on the minutes of 
this Convention, that we meet at ten 
o’clock and adjourn at two o’clock daily, 
until otherwise ordered. [Yes.] If that is 
the resolution, then it is theorder of the 
Convention that we adjourn at two 
o’clock without any motion. 

The PRESIDENT. Debate is not in or- 
der. The resolution referred to by the 
gentleman as having been heretofore 
adopted will be read. 

The CHIEF CLERK read the following 
resolution, adopted on the thirteenth of 
November, 1872, on the motion of Mr. 
Dallas : 

Resolved, That, until otherwise ordered, 
this Convention will hereafter meet at 
ten o’dock A. M. and adjourn at two P. 
AI. of each day. 

Mr. STANTON. I move to strike out 
“ten” and insert “eleven,” and strike out 
“two” and insert “three.” 

The PRESIDENT. The resolution just 
read, adopted on a previous day, fixes the 
regular hour of meeting at ten o’clock A. 
M., and of adjournment at two P. M. ; and 
therefore this present resolution is not in 
order, for it is identical with the standing 
order of the House. 

Mr. J. W. F. WHITE. I move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I ask leave of absence 
for Mr. J. hT. Purviance, who is detained 
at home by sickness, for a few days from 
to-day. 

The PRESIDENT. That motion is not 
now in order ; but by unanimous consent 
the application may be received at this 
time. [Consent.] The Chairwill put the 
question on granting leave. 

Leave was granted. 
Mr. HAY. I ask leave of absence for my 

colleague, Mr. W. H. Smith. 
Leave was granted. 

Mr. BEEBE asked and obtained leave 01’ 
absence for Mr. Dodd. 

Mr. d. M. BAILEY asked and obtain- 
ed leave of absence for Mr. Landis. 

Mr. WHERRY asked and obtained leave 
of absence for Mr. Stewart. 

Mr. S. H. REYNOLDS asked and obtained 
leave of absence for Mr. H. G. Smith. 

DAILY SESSIONS. 

Mr. GOWEN. I offer the following r653- 
lution : 

Resolved, That until otherwise ordered 
by the Convention, its sessions shall be 
held at twelve o’clock M., and continue 
until four o’clook P. M., and that no ses- 
sion shall be held on Saturdays. 

On the question of proceeding to the 
second reading of the resolution a divi- 
sion was called for, which resulted ayes 
forty-four, nays fifty-seven. 

So it was determined in the negative. 
Mr. DALLAS. I move that, until further 

ordered, the hour, of meeting be from 
eleven in the morning until two in the 
afternoon. 

Mr. DARLINRTON. lsthatamendable Y 
The PRESIDENT. Certainly. 
Mr. DARLIN~TON. I move to strike 

out “eleven” and insert L%en.” 
Mr. KAINE. I rise merely to make an 

inquiry. My understanding of a resolu- 
tion such as has been read here, which we 
adopted at Harrisburg, that we meet at 
ten and adjourn at two until otherwise 
ordered, is that that is the length of the 
session, and the moment two o’clock ar- 
rives the Speaker adjourns the House 
without any motion. That is certainly 
the rule. I insist that the House adjourn 
at two o’clock under that order until it is 
otherwise ordered. 

The PREBIDENT. The Chair will state, 
in answer to theinquiryjust made, that he 
has always been of opinion that an order 
of the House for adjourning at a particular 
hour is to be executed by the House, inas- 
much as it involves a question of fact 
which the Chair might not be able to de- 
cide. If he is wrong in this impression 
he will cheerfully comply with the order 
of the House. If it is the general sense of 
the House that the Chair shall adjourn 
the body without a motion at the hour 
tixed, they will be kind enough to say 
(‘aye.” [Many “ayes.“J Those of the con- 
trary opinion will say “no.” [a few 
“nays.“] The ayes appear to have it ; the 
yeas have it. The House standsadjourned 
until ten o’clock to-morrow n-ruing. 
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TWELFTH DAY. 

WEDNESDAY, Janunry 8, 1873. 

The Convention met at ten’o’clock A. 
M. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings 
was read and approved. 

MILITARY SERVICE. 

Mr. BROOMALL offered the following 
resolutions, which were read and referred 
to the Committee on the Militia : 

Re.soZved, That the Committee on the 
Militia be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of exempting from military 
servme, and from all payments of money 
in lieu thereof, all members of such re- 
ligious societies or sects as make opposi- 
tion to war a fundamental principle of 
their creed or discipline. 

Resolved, That said committee inquire. 
into the expediency of prohibiting the 
Legislature from passing any law requir- 
ing or paying for any military service or 
exercises except during invasion or insur- 

, rection. 

RAILROADS AXD CANALS. 

AMr. Jos. BAILY offered the following 
proposed article of amendment to the 
Constitution, which was read and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Railroads and 
Canals : 

ARTICLE-. 

RAILROADS AND-CANALS. 

SECT-. Every railroad and canal cor- 
poration organized or doing business in 
this State, under the laws or authority 
thereof, shall have and maintain a public 
office or place, in this State, for the trans- 
action of its business, where transfers of 
stock shall be made, and in which shall 
be kept, and in which shall be kept, for 
public inspection, books, in which shall 
be recorded the amount of capital stock 
subscribed and by whom; the names 
of the owners of its stock and the 
amounts owned by them respectively; 
the amounts of stock paid in and by 
whom ; the transfers of said stock ; the 
amount of its assets and liabilities, and 
the names and places of residence of its 
officers. The directors of every railroad 

and canal company shall annually make 
a report, under oath, to the Auditor Uen- 
era& or some officer to be designatedby 
law, of all their acts and doings, which 
report shall include such matters relating 
to railroads and canals as may be pre- 
scribed by law. 

SECT.-. The rolling stockandall mova- 
ble property belonging to anv railroad 
or canal company or corporation in this 
State shall be considered personal pro- 
perty, and shall be liable to execution 
and sale in the same manner as the per: 
sonal property of individuals, and the 
Legislature shall not have power to enact 
laws exempting any such property from 
execution and sale. 

SECT. -. No railroad or canal corpora- 
tion shall have the right to invest in the 
stock, or purchase or lease the franchise 
and property or estateof any other railroad 
or canal corporation or company. Neither 
shall they have the right to purchase and 
hold, in the name of the officers of such 
corporations, or by trustees, any mineral 
or other lands, except such lands as may 
be necessary for the construction and con- 
venient operating of such railroads and 
canals. And it is hereby declared that 
all railroads and canals heretofore con- 
structed, or that may be hereafter cou- 
strutted, in this State, are public high- 
ways, and all persons shall have equal 
right to transport their persons and pro- 
perty thereon, under such regulations as 
may be prescribed by law. And the Leg- 
islature shall, from time to time, pass 
laws establishing reasonable maximum 
rates of charges for the transportation of 
passengers and freight on the different 
railroads and canals of this State. 

SECT. -. No railroad or canal corpora- 
tion shallissue any stock or bonds, except 
for money, labor or property actually re- 
ceived and applied to the purposes for 
which such corporation was created ; and 
all stock, dividends and other fictitious 
increase of the capital stock or indebted- 
ness of any such corporation shall be 
void. Railroad and canal corporations 
shall not have the power omright to apply 
their stock, assets or franchise to any 
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other use, or engage in any other business, 
cithcr in the name of the corporation or 
through the instrumentality of agents, 
than the construction and maintenance of 
their respective railroads and canals, and 
to furnish such necessary and convenient 
appliances as will secure the expeditions 
transportation thereon of persons and 
property. 

SECT. -. Railroads and canals hereto- 
fbre constructed, or that may be hereafter 
constructed, in this State, shall have the 
right to connect with any other railroad 
or canal as their respective acts of incor- 
poration shall authorize them so to do, by 
such safe appliances as may be necessary 
to effect that purpose ; and no discrimina- 
tion shall be made, in rates of passenger 
and freight tariffs, on persons and proper- 
ty passing from one railroad or canal to 
another, and no unnecessary delay per- 
mitted in forwarding such passengers 
and property to their destination. The 
object? being to effect a thorough, equal, 
expeditious and convenient system of 
transportation throughout the State. 

SECT. -. The exercise of the power and 
the right of eminent domain shall never 
Ije so construed or a bridged as to prevent 
the taking, by the Legislature, of the 
property and franchises of incorporated 
companies already organized, or that may 
IV hereafter organized, and subjecting 
them to the public necessity the same as 
the property of individuals; the right 
of trial by jury shall be held inviolate in 
all trials of claims for compensation 
when, in the exercise of the said right of 
eminent domain, any incorporated com- 
pany shall be interested, tither for or 
nyaiust the exercise of said right 

SECT. -. All railroad and canal corpo- 
rations engaged in the business of com- 
mon carriers shall enjoy all the rights 
and be subject to all the duties and obli- 
g&ions of common carriers the same as 
individuals engaged in similar business, 
Imt no preference shall be allowed in the 
transportation of persons and property 
over any railroad or canal. And the Leg- 
islature, in enacting laws, establishing 
maximum values of damages for injuries 
sustained by person and property on rail- 
roads and canals, shall not have the power 
to incorporate such laws into the char- 
tered franchise of such corporations, but 
such lawsshall always be subject to modi- 
fication or repeal. 

SIWT. -. Unjust discriminationand ex- 
tortion in the rates of passenger and 
freight tariffs shall not be allowed on the 

railroads and canals in this State, except 
that moderate and reasonable discrimina- 
tiou in rates of freight passing over leaser 
distances may be allowed, and the Legis- 
lature shall enact laws to correct abuses 
and enforce the provisions relating to 
railroads and canals by adequate penal- 
ties to the extent, if necessary forthat pur- 
pose, of forfeiture of their property and 
franchise. 

HOURS OF MRETINO. 

Mr. RUNK offered the ,following reso- 
lution : 

Resolved, That for the purpose of ena- 
bling the standing committees to meet in 
the morning the Convention will, until 
those committees have reported, meet at 
twelve o’clock, noon, and adjourn at such 
hour as may be determined in each day’s 
session. 

The question being put : Shall the Con- 
vention proceed to the second reading and 
consideration of the resolution, it was de- 
termined in the negative. 

PRAYERS. 
Mr. STANTON offered the following 

resolution, which was twice read and 
agreed to : 

Resolved, That the President of this 
Convention be requested to invite clergy- 
men to open the proceedings of the body 
with prayer. 

scnoo~ nsoiww. 

Mr. J. PHSCE WETHERILL offered the 
following resolution, which was referred 
to the Committee on Education : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Edu- 
cation be requested to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of amending the Constitution 
by the addition of the following article : 

I. All moneys raised by taxation in the 
counties, towns and cities for the support 
of public schools, and all moneys which 
may be appropriated by the State for the 
support of cormnon schools, shall be ap- 
plied to and expended in no other schools 
than those which are conducted accord- 
ing to law, under the order and superin- 
tendence of the authority of the county, 
town or city in which the money is to be 
expended ; and such moneys shall never 
be appropriated to any religious sect foI 
the maintenance exclusively of its own 
schools. 

STANDARD OE’ WRIQHTS AND MEASURES. 
Mr. J. PRICE WETIIERILL offered the 

following resolution, which was referred 
to the Committee on the Executive De- 
partment : 



CONSTITUTIONAL C0N&T10~. 155 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the 
Executive Department be requested to 
inquire into the expediency of amending 
the Constitution by the following article : 

All offices for the weighing, gauging, 
measuring or inspecting any merchsn- 
disc, produce, manufacture or commodity 
whatever are hereby abolished, and no 
such ofhce shall hereafter be erected by 
law ; but nothing in this section shall ab- 
rogate any office created for the purpose 
of protecting the public health or the in- 
terest of the State in its property, reve- 
nue or purchases, or of supplying the 
people with correct standards of weights 
and measures, or shall prevent the orea- 
tion of any offlce for such purposes here- 
after. 

FORXATION OF NEW COUNTIES. 

Mr. NILES offered the following, which 
was referred to the Committee on Coun- 
ties, Townships and Boroughs : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Coun- 
ties, Townships and Boroughs be re- 
quested to inquire into the expediency of 
reporting the following amendment to 
the Constitution : 

ARTICLE-. 

COUKTIES. 

HECT. 1. No new county shall be formed 
or established by the General Assembly 
which will reduce the county or counties 
or either of them, from which it shall be 
taken to less contents than four hundred 
square miles, nor shall any county be 
formed of less contents ; nor shall any 
line thereof pass within less than ten 
miles of any county seat of the county or 
counties proposed to be divided. 

SECT. 2. No county shall be divided or 
have any part stricken therefrom with- 
out submitting the question to a vote of 
the people of the county, nor unless a 
majority of the legal voters of the county 
voting on the question shall vote for the 
same. 

SECT. 3. There shall be no territory 
stricken from any county unless a ma- 
jority of the voters living in such terri- 
tory shall petition for such division ; and 
no territory shall be added to any county 
without the consent of the majority of the 
votersof the oounty to which it is pro- 
posed to be added. But the portion so 
stricken off and added to another county, 
in whole or in part, into a new county, 
shall be holden for and obliged to pay’its 
proportion of the indebtedness of the 
county,from which it has been taken. 

COUNTY SEATS. 

SECT. 4. No county seat shall be re- 
moved until the point to which it is pro- 
posed to be removed shall be fixed in pur- 
suance of law, and two-thirdsof the voters 
of the county, to be ascertained in such 
manner as shall be provided by law, shall 
have voted in favor of its removal to such 

point ; and no person shall vote on such 
question who has not resided in the coun- 
ty six months, and in the election pre- 
cinct or district ninety days next preced- 
ing ‘such election. The question of the 
removal of a county seat shall not be 
oftener submitted than once in ten years 
to a vote of the people. But when an at- 
tempt is made to remove the county seat 
to a point nearer to the centre of the coun- 
ty, then a majority vote only shall be 
necessary. 

PROTECTIONOFTHE PRESS. 

Mr. DALLAS offered the following reso- 
lution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Declaration of Rights : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Bill 
of Rights be requested to consider and 
report whether any and what provision is 
necessary for the better protection of the 
press in the exercise of the right to com- 
ment freely, but with proper motives, 
upon the conduct of publio men and 
measures. 

Mr. HORTON offered the following reso- 
lution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Education : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Edu- 
cation be requested to’inquire into the ’ 
expediency of making provision in the 
Constitution for a Common School Sink- 
ing Fund, converting, if need be, the 
existing Sinking Fund into a sinking 
fund for common school purposes, add- 
ing thereto annually the sum of 3500,000, 
the interest of the whole to be applied for 
the support of the free schools of the 
Commonwealth. 

RIOHTSOFMAJORITIESINELECTIONS. 

Mr. HORTON also offered the following 
resolution, which was referred to the 
Committee ou Legislation : 

Resolved, That the appropriate commit- 
tee be requested to inquire into the expe- 
diency of so amending the Constitution as 
to prohibit the Legislature from passing 
any law interfering ,with, or infringing 
upon, or abridging the right of the major- 
ity to rule, or in any manner giving aid and 
comfort. to the false assumption that offi- 
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ccrs leeallv and fairlv chosen bv a ma- 
jority gf the suffragesof the people do not 
represent the whole pmpZe, the minority as 
well as the majority. 

ORIQIN OF BILLS RAISING REVENUE. 

Mr. PURMAN offered the following reso- 
lution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Legislation : 

Resolved, That all bills for raising reve- 
nue shall originate in the House of Repre- 
sentatives; but the Senate may propose 
amendments as in other bills, and that 
taxation in any one year for every pur- 
pose shall never exceed the two-thirds of 
the annual rent or return of the subject 
of the taxation. 

RUREAU OF ISDUSTRIAL LABOR. 

Mr. EDWARDS offered the following 
resolution, which wasreferred to the Com- 
mittee on IndustrialInterests and Labor : 

Resolved, That the Committee on In- 
dustrial Interests and Labor be requested 
to inquire into the expediency of report- 
ing the following as part of an article in 

the Constitution : 
‘6 It shall be the duty of the Legislature 

to enact general laws, with proper penal- 
ties, for the enforcement of the laws for 
the establishment of a bureau of indus- 
trial interests and labor. To contain in 
slid laws the kmd of labor, wages per 
day, hours of labor per day, with age, na- 
tivitv and sex, and such other statistical 
details relative to all departments of la- 
bor in this Commonwealth, especially in 
its relations to the commercial, industrial, 
social, educatiousl and sanitary conditions 
of the labdring classes, and to the perma- 
nent prosperity of the productive indns- 
try of the Commonwealth.” 

COUNTY BOARDS OF SIJPERVISORS. 

Mr. XWTOR offered the following reso- 
lution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Counties, Townships and Bor- 
oughs : 

Resolved, That the Committee ou Coun- 
ty, Township and Borough officers be re- 
quested to inquire into and report to this 
Convention whether, in their judgment, it 
would be expedient to adopt a section in 
the Constitution as follows : 

There shall be in each of the counties of 
this State a board of supervisors, com- 
posed of one from each of the election 
precincts, who shall have exclusive juris- 
diction over the following specific sub- 
jects,. but such jurisdiction shall not be 
exercised in any case without the assent 
of a majority of all the members elected 
to suah board. 

1st. The location and repairing of 
bridges, (except over navigable streams,) 
but in case where such bridges shall be 
between adjoining counties the concur- 
rent action of the board of supervisors of 
such counties shall be necessary. 

2d. The location, purchase, erection and 
care of buildings and purchase of real es- 
tate for county and township purposes. 

3d. The erection of portions of public 
highways into separate road districts t’oi 
purposes of improvement. 

4th. The use and working as publie 
highways of turnpike, plank and macada- 
mixed roads after they shall have been 
lawfully abandoned. 

5th. The fixing of salaries of county 

officers, and the number, grade and pay 
of clerks and subordinate employees in 
county offices whose compensation may 
be a county charge. 

6th. The drainage of swamplands lying 
exclusively within the county. 

7th. The granting of licences for hotels 
(or taverns) and eating houses, and all 
other licences now granted by the court . 
of quarter sessiotis. 

8th. For erecting, dividing and chang- 
ing the lines of townships, for tixing aud 
holding places for elections, for creating 
new election districts, for establishing in- 
dependent school districts, for erecting 
and chartering boroughs, and for all 
other such matters as pertain to the gen- 
eral arid local business for said counties. 

RAILROAD COMPANIES ORLICIATIOSS. 

Mr. AIJ~ICKS offered the following res- 
olution which was referred to the (‘om- 
mittee on Legislature : 

Resolved. Tlrat thct Committee on Leg- 
islation inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the Constitution that no pre- 
sent or future obligation or liability of the 
Pennsylvania Ccntml or the Philadelphia 
and Erie railroad company, or of any 
other corporation, for the payment of 
money to the Commonwealth shall ever 
be transferred, suspended, modified, 
altered or remitted, or in any way dimin- 
ished or imp:urod by the Legislature OI 
other authority ; nor shall such indebted- 
ness be released except on payment bc- 
ing made into the State Troasary. 

Mr. ALRI~KS offered the following reso- 
lution, which was rcfcrrod to the (‘om- 
mittee on Legislation : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis- 
lation inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the Constitution in article one, 
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section twenty- two, that the Legislature 
shall not have power to authorize or grant 
any extra compensation, pay or allowance 
to any public officer, clerk, agent, servant 
or contractor for services rendered. 

COURTS IN PHILADELPHIA. 

Mr. HEVERIN offered the follo&ng res- 
olution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary : 

ResoEved, That the Committee on the 
Judiciary be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of amending the Consti- 
tution so as to provide for combining the 
district court and the court of common 
pleas of the city and county of Philadel- 
phia into a court, to consist of twelve 
judges, and to be called the court of com- 
mon pleas, and have the same jurisdiction 
and pollers as are now conferred by law 
upon said courts and judges; and the 
said judges shall in turn preside over the 
criminal branch of said court, which shall 

’ hereafter be styled the court of general 
sessions, and have the same jurisdiction 
as is now conferred by law on the courts 
of oyer and terminer, general jail de- 
livery and quarter sessions of the peace ; 
and a majority of such judges shall con- 
stitute a court of appeal in criminal cases. 

COURT OF P9RDONS. 

Mr. HEMPHILL offered the following 
resolution, which was referred to the 
Committee on the Executive Depart- 
ment : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Execu- 
tive Department be requested to inquire 
into the propriety of reporting the follow- 
ing for incorporation in the new Constitu- 
tion : 

6‘ The Governor shall nominate and, 
with the consent of the Senate, appoint 
six of the president judges of the courts 
of common pleas to constitute, with him- 
self, and for the term for which he may be 
elected, a court of pardons, and a majority 
of said court, of whom the Governor shall 
be one, may remit fines and forfeitures 
and grant pardons after conviction in all 
cases ercept impeachment, and no pardon 
granted before conviction shall avail the 
party pleading the same.” 

APPOINTBlENT AND TENURE OF JIJDGES. 

Mr. HEBIPHILL oftbred the following 
resolution, which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
*Judiciary be requested to inquire into the 
propriety of repolting the following for 
incorporation into the Constitution : 

. 

I. The Governor shall nominate, and 
with the consent of two-thirds of a full 
Senate, appoint the judges of the Supreme 
Court and the president judges of all other 
courts now or that may hereafter be es- 
tablished within the Commonwealth. 

II. The judges of the Supreme Court 
and president judges of all other court,s 
shall hold their offices during good beha- 
vior ; but for any reasonable cause, which 
shall not be sufficient ground for impeach- 
ment, the Governor may, with theconsent 
of two-thirds of a full Senate, remove any 
of them. 

III. The judgesof the Supreme Court 
and the president judges of all other 
courts shall, for the term for which they 
are appointed, be ineligible for any other 
office of trust, honor or profit unless it be 
another judgeship. 

QOvERNoR’S TERM. 

Mr. HEBIPHILL offered the following 
resolution, which was referred to the 
Committee on Executive Department: 

Resolved, That the Committee on EX- 
ecutive Department be requested to in- 
quire into the propriety of reporting the 
following for incorporation in the new 
Constitution : 

‘* The Goveruor shalt hold his oilice dur- 
ing four years from the third Tuesday of 
danuary next ensuing his election, and 
shall not be eligible thereafter.” 

INTOXICATINU LIQIIORS. 

Mr. CRAIG offered the following pro- 
posed article and resolution, which were 
referred to the Committee on Industrial 
Interests : 

“The manufacture and sale of intoxi- 
eating drinks as a beverage is prohibited ; 
the Legislature shall provide amply for 
the enforcement of this article.” 

Resolved, That the above article be sub- 
mitted separately to the vote of the people. 

RAILROAD FRANCHISES. 

Mr. CABIPBELL offered the following 
resolution, which was referred to the 
Committee on RaiIroads and CanaIs: 

RedoWed, That the Committee 011 Rail- 
roads and Canals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of incorporating into 
the Constitution the following section : 

“That’ no railroad company shall be 
hereafter incorporated in this State unless 
upon condition that its road shall not 
cross any public highway at grade; and 
that the fmnchises of all railroad com- 
panies now incorporated shall be revoked 
unless, within five years, their roads 
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shall be so altered, changed or constructed 
that the same shall cross public highways 
either nb,ve or below grade. 

AXENDXENTB TO FEDER‘LL COSSTITC- 
TION. 

Air. HOYD ofrered the following resolu- 
tion, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Legislation : 

Resolved, That the proper committee be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of introducing into the Constitution of 
this State the following provision, in sub- 
stance, to wit: 

“The Legislature shall not ratify any 
amendment, or proposed amendment, to 
the Constitution of the United States 
without first submitting such amendment 
to a vote of the people. And the Legisla- 
ture shall obey and carry out the will of 
the majority as expressed in such vote.” 

\TALIDITY OF ACTS OF ASSEXRLY. 

>fr. \~ORRELL offered the following 
proposition of amendment to the Consti- 
tution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary : 

“In all proceedings between parties 
the courts of the Commonwealth are 
authorized and emlowered to try and 
determine the validity of any act of As- 
sembly.” 

Xr. WORRELL offered the following 
proposition of amendment to the Consti- 
tution, which was referred to the (lam- 
mittce on the *Judiciary : 

“The Attorney General of the Com- 
monwealth shall have authori@ to pro- 
ceed, by sciri facias, in any of the courts 
of the Commonwcdlth, to try and deter- 
mine the validity of any act of Assem- 
bly.” 

I'RISTIXG OF I'ROPORITIONS. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. 1 offer the following 
resolution for the consideration of the 
Convention at this time : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
.Tudiciary have leave to print such mat- 
ter for the use of the oommittee as, in its 
opinion, it may be proper to have printed. 

The resolution was read twice, and the 
Convention proceeded to consider it. 

3lr. ARMSTRONU. I desire to say, in 
explanation of this resolution, that I have 
offered it by the direction of the Judiciary 
Committee. There has been referred to 
the committee a very large mass Of nlat- 
ter, nnd many of the propositions cover- 
jng several pages. The committee, hav- 
ing me: s>ver,d times, have endeavored 

to digest this mass of matter, find it almost 
impracticable in its present form. If the 
privilegs be accorded to the committee to 
have these various suggestions printed 
they believe it will greatly facilitate their 
consideration of them, and enable them 
sooner to report to the Convention. I 
trust this privilege will be granted to tho 
oommittne, and we will endeavor not to 
abuse it but print only such matter as, 
in our judgment, will clearly facilitatcn 
the consideration of the business. 

Mr. HUNSICKER. I offered a resolution 
on the last day of our session at Harris- 
burg to print all resolutions relating to 
amendments of the organic law of the 
State. There are now upon the tnblo of 
the Clerk and in the hands of the ~nni- 
mittees a vast mass of matter, and I do 
not suppose there is a member of the Con- 
vention who knowswhat has been offerell. 
I think it is highly important that every- 
thing which has been offered shoultl 
be put in a readable shape, and shoultl 
be in the hands of every member of the 
Convention. I am not only entirely in 
favor of the resolution offered by the gen- 
tleman, but I am in favor of going a st@l) 
further and printing all resolutions pro- 
posing amendments to the fundamental 
law. We must all, in the end, vote eithclr 
for or against them. How can wo tell 
what has been ofl’ered? Possibly a dozcll 
members may offer the same propositio,l 
and not know that it has been already 
offered. That is my dif-ficultg :md no 
doubt the difficulty of other members. 1 
oppose the passa~%e of this resolution, us 
there is one alroddy on the table, which 
can be taken up at any time, whic!~ will 
cover the same ground and go further. 

&llr. DARLINQTox. I wish to inquir? 
whether the Committee o!) Printing are 
not ready to make a report which will 
cover all the printing necessary for the 
Convention. Other cc :nmitteen, I pre- 
sume, who have had rc::olutions referred 
to them, experience th+ ,%me dificolt~ 
that the Committee on the Judiciary has 
experienced. A large m:~ss of matter has 
been throwu before eacl; committee, and 
in some cases it is difliculr. to dcciphcr the 
chirography of some of the propositions. 
I hope this resolution will be suspcndc(i 
until we have the general printing report. 
When that report is made I presume it 
will be found that all this printing is pro- 
vided for. 

hlr. NELLIE. In answer to the qu~?s- 
tion of the gentleman from Chester, ihlr. 
ljarlington,) I will state for the informi- 

. 



tion of the Convention.that the Committee 
on Printing is prepared to report as soon 
as it is yeached in the order of business. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG It is proposed, if 
any printing be done under this resolu- 
tion, that it shall be done under the con- 
tract which will be made by the Conven- 
tion. I did not offer a general resolution 
including all the committees, for the 
reason that it was supposed to be more 
judicious that each committee should 
take charge of its own printing, and if any 
committee finds it expedient to offer a 
similar resolution it can do so at any 
time; but to print the entire mass of 
matter as presented for reference, without 
submitting it to the discretionary judg- 
ment of each committee, I should think 
would not be proper. If this resolution 
is passed it will enable the Judiciary 
Committee to print what they deem 
to be proper. When any other commit- 
tee present a similar resolution, I hope 
the same privilege will be accorded to 
them. 

Mr. DARLINQTON. I move to amend 
the resolution, by striking out the words 
“Committee on the Judiciary,” and in- 
serting “each of the standing commit- 
tees.” 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. I accept that amend- 
ment. 

The PRESIDENT. The resolution will 
.be so modified, and the resolution as 
modified will be read. 

The CHIEF CLERK read as follows: 
Resolved, That each of .the standing 

committees have leave to print such mat- 
ter for the use of the said committees as 
in their opinion it may be proper to have 
printed. 

Mr. HUNSICKER. I offer the following 
amendment : Strike out all after the word 
+esolved,” and insert : “That all proposi- 
tions relating to amending the organic 
law be printed for the use of the Conven- 
tion.” 

The PRESI~F~XT. The question is upon 
the amendment. 

Mr. TEMPIZ. I rise to a point of order, 
which is that the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Montgomery (RIr. 
Hunsicker) is identical with a resolution 
now on the Clerk’s de&. 

ThePnmmrs~~. There is no point of 
order on bhat. The question is on the 
amendment. 

Mr. STANTON. I trust the amendment 
will not prevail. 

Mr. ALBINO. It sounds like irony to 
say that the work of one hundred and 

thirty-three intelligent minds is not 
worthy of being printed. I trust that 
every resolution which has been or nray 
be offered in this House will be put in 
print. It is impossible, it is utterly out 
of the question, if we compare our notes 
that we may not obtain some information. 
I therefore hope all the resolutions will bc 
printed by the House. 

Mr. STANTON. I understand the report 
of the Committee on Printing will cover 
the ground of the proposition of the gen- 
tleman on my left (Mr. Hunsicker.) It 
is the intention, as I understand it, if the 
report of the committee is acceptecl, to 
give out all the printing, and everything 
will be published for the benefit of the 
Convention. If I understand the original 
resolution, it provides for printing for 
the use of the committees exclusively. 
We do not know when we may be able 
to roach the Committee on Printing, and 
I think the request of the gentlemau 
from Lycoming (Mr. Armstrong) should 
be deferred till the report is made to 
which I have alluded. 

1 understand this morning that the ro- 
port of the Committee on Printing will, if 
adopted, involve the printing of all the 
back action of this Convention up to this 
date. 

Mr. HUNSICIiER. Just a Single WORi, 

Mr. President. The objection I have to 
the original resolution is this: That the 
committees are to select what is to bc 
printed, and then it is to be printed for 
the use of the members of the special 
committee. Now my resolution covers 
the whole ground and furnishes each 
member in print with what has been al- 
ready offered, and all that may be offeretl 
in the future, so that every man may 
post himself up and be able to vote upon 
all questions intelligently, and also know 
what has been referred to the various 
committees for their action. 

Mr. ARMSTRONQ. Mr. President : A 
single word. One objection which I con- 
ceive applies to the amendment is, that 
many propositions are nearly identical, 
identical in thought ,and substance, no: 
always in mere language. It would be 
better that the committees should take 
them into consideration, and, as the reso- 
lution now stands, everything which the 
committees should deem to be important 
would be printed. If it be thought best 
that the matter should be printed in sum- 
cient numbers for the use of the Conven- 
tion instead of for the mere use of the 
committees, I would have no objection tr) 
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accepting an amendment of that kind ; 
but it wouldlead to confusion rather than 
otherwise, if, when propositions are near- 
ly identical, they should al1 be printed 
instead of permitting each committee to 
Select such propositions as they deem of 
sufficient importance to be printed. The 
resolution, according as it stands with the 
amendment which I accepted from my 
friend from Chester, (Mr. Darlington,) I 
think covers the entire ground: under 
that everything will be printed that any 
Standing committee of the House deems 
to be important. 

In addition to that, in all the commit- 
tees, the members themselves, after giv- 
ing considerable reflection to a subject, 
have propositionsof their own which thev 
submit. In the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary several propositions, covering quite 
:I number of pages, have been submitted 
by members of the committee itself. If 
the amendment, as offered, should pre- 
vail, the committees would have no right 
to publish such propositions ; and yet 
tlreyr are of very great importance, and 
ought to be submitted to the consideration 
of the committee in a convenient form. 

I trust, therefore, that the amendment 
will not be adopted, and that the original 
proposition, as modified, will pass. I 
believe it covers the entiie ground. 

Mr. CO~HRAN. Will the gentleman 
from Lycoming (Mr. Armstrong) permit 
me to suggest that he accept, as a modifi- 
catron of his resolution, the insertion of 
the words “for the use of the Conven- 
tion,” and before the words “for the use 
of the committees?” 

Mr. ARMSTRONQ. I accept that. 
The PRESIDENT. The resolution will 

be so modified, and it will bo read as 
rnodiiied. 

The CHIEF CLERK read as follows : 
Resolved, That each of the standing 

eonnnittees have leave to print such 
matter for the use of the committee and 
of the Convention as in its opinion it may 
think proper to have printed. 

Mr. HUNSICKER. I do not accept that 
amendment. 

The PRESIDENT. Thisis a modification 
not of the amendment but of the original 
remlution. The questionis on the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from 
Montgomery (Mr. Hunsicker.) 

A division was called, and, less than a 
majority of a quorum having voted in the 
afirmative, the amendment was not 
agreed to. 

The resolution, as modified, was then 
agreed to. 

RoURY OF SESSION. 

Mr. DuNNrNooffered the following res- 
olution : 

Resolved, That until otherwise ordered 
this Convention shall meet at ten o’clock 
A. M., and adjourn at one o’clock P. M. 

On the question of proceeding to the 
second reading of the resolution it was 
determined in the negative. 

Mr. KAINE. I rise to inquire whether 
there is not a resolution of that kind 
pending from yesterday, offered by Mr. 
Dallas. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is not 
debatable. 

REOISTER OF WILLS. 

Mr. TEMPLE offered the following reso- 
lution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary : 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Commit- 
tee be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of so amending the Constitution 
as to abolish the office of register of wills, 
and to establish, in lieu thereof, probate 
courts in each county of the Common- 
wealth. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. GIBSON. If it be in order I would 
move that the rules be suspended in order 
that we may hear the report from the Coni- 
mittee on Printing. 

The PRESIDENT. It is not in order now. 
Reports of standing committees will be 
next in order afterresolutions are through 
with. 

Mr. DALLAS. 1 move the present con- 
sideration of my resolution, to meet at 
eleven o’clook and adjourn at two o’clock 
until further orders, which was pending 
at the adjournment yesterday. 

The PRESIDENT. That is not at present 
in order. ,4re there any more resolutions? 

APPOINTMENT OF JUDICIAL OFFICERS. 

Mr. ,4LRIcEn ofiered the following reso- 
lution, which was referred to the Corn- 
mlttee on the Judiciary : 

ResoZved, That the Committee on Judi- 
ciary inquire into the expediency of SYI 
amending the Constitution that the Leg- 
islature shall make a provision for sub- 
mitting the question to the electors to 
determine whether or not all judicial 
offices should not hereafter be tilled by 
the Executive by and with the advice and 
nonsent of the Senate. 
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HOURS OF SESSIOh’. 

Mr. WORRELL. 1 offer the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That until otherwise ordered 
the Convention will meet at one P. M. and 
adjourn at four P.M., and the committees 
of the Convention will meet at ten A. M. 

On the question of proceeding to the 
second reading of the resolution, it ~88 
determined in the negative. 

LAW OF LIBEL. 

Mr. EDWARDS offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Dealaration of 
Rights : 

Re$olved, That the Committee on Deola- 
ration of Rights be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of reporting the fol- 
lowing section in the place ofsection seven 
in the Declaration of Rights : 

‘6 Every person may freely speak, write 
and publish hissentiments onall subjeots, 
being responsible foi the abuse of thnt 
right; and no law shall be passed to re- 
strain or abridge the liberty of speech or 
of the pre$s. In all criminal prOSeCUtiOnS 
or indictments for libel the truth may be 
given in evidence to the jury ; and if it 
shall appear to the jury that the matter 
charged as libeleus is true, and was pub- 
lished with good motives and for j ustifiable 
ends, the party shall be acquitted, and the 
jurv shall have the right to determine the 
law and the facts under the direction of 
t,he court as in ether cases. 

THE CONVENTION PRINTING 

The PRESIDENT. If there are no more 
original resolutions reports of standing 
committees are now in order. 

AMr. NEWLIN. Mr. President : I am in- 
structed by the Committee on Printing to 
make a report, with a resolutionannexed. 

The CHIEF CLERK read the report as 
follows : 
To the Constitutional Convention : 

The Committee on Printing and Bind 
ing to whom was referred the following : 

‘( Resolved, That the Committee on 
Printing and Binding, when appointed, 
be directed to report whether the contract 
between the State and the present Public 
Printer entitled such printer to the print- 
ing and binding of the Convention, and if 
their report on this subject be in the neg- 
ative, then to receive and report to the 
Convention bids for the printing and bind- 
ing of the Convention,” respectfully re- 
port : 

That, having reported that the State 
printer was not entitled to the Conven- 
tion printing, under his existing contract, 
they advertised, as therein directed, for 
proposals for printing and binding the 
Journal and Debates of the Convention, 
and for such other printing as might be 
ordered, and also for proposals for print- 
ing paper. They have received and here- 
with report to the Convention the annex- 
ed bids, numbered from one to twelve, 
consecutively. Tabulated statements 
thereof are hereto appended. 

The lowest aggregate bidder for print- 
ing and binding is Joseph S. Lare. The 
lowest proposal for supplying printing 
paper is that of William W. Harding. 

For the Journal, the Committee recom- 
mend an octave form,in brevier type, solid, 
size of printed paper thirty-six ems wide 
and sixty-two ems long ; and tbr the De 
bates a quart0 form, in three equal 
oolnmns, twenty-two by eighty-eight bre- 
vier type, solid-each, the same to be 
half bound. 

They futher recommend that there be 
printed fifteen hundred copies of the Jonr- 
nal and five thousand copies of the De 
bates. 

They further report the annexed resolu- 
tion and recommend its passage. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
JAMES W. M. NEWLIN, 

Chairman. 
Resolved, That a contract be made with 

Joseph S. Dare@ the manner and upon 
the terms speclfled in his proposal, to 
print and bind Afteen hundred copies of 
the Journal of the Convention, in octave 
form, thirty-six by sixty-two ems brevier 
type, solid-two hundred and forty copies 
to ‘be furnished daily to the Convention 
in sheets, and the remainder to be half 
bound; and also to print and bind,. in 
quart0 form, in three equal columns, 
twenty-two by eighty-eight ems brevier 
type, solid, each-five thousand copies of 
the Debates of the Convention, in the 
manner and upon the terms specified in 
his proposal, four hundred and eighty 
copies to be delivered daily to the Con- 
vention in sheets and the remainder to 
be half bound; and also that a contract 
be made with the William W. Harding 
to supply the printing paper for the Con- 
vention, in the manner and upon the 
terms speoitied in h&proposal ; the paper 
for the .Joumal to be twenty-four by 
thirty-eight inchesi and to weigh fifty 
ponnds to the ream; and the paper for 
the Debates to+ be twenty-six by forty 
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inches, and to weigh sixty pounds to the 
ream; and that a contract be made with 
R. Singerly to do all o+.her printing or- 
dered by the Convention or required in 
the transaction of Its business, if he will 
do the same at forty-one and a quarter per 
cent. below the price established by the 
a& of April 9, 1836, and the supplements 
thereto of February 25, 1862, and March 
27, 1871, relating to the public printing 
and binding of t.he State. 

,Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President: I move 
we proceed to the second reading and 
present consideration of the resolution. 

The motion was agreed to, and the reso- 
lution was read the second time. 

XI-. NEWLIN. Mr. President: I have 
been asked and, I presume, all the mem- 
bers of the Committee on Printing have 
been asked by what authority the Com- 
mittee on Printing advertised for bids, 
and therefore I will begin by stating what 
is, in substance, stated in the report, that 
the resolution originally referred to the 
(:ommittee on Printing was to the effect 
that the committee, when appointed, 
should report to the Convention whether 
the contract with the State Printer was 
binding on the Convention, and that if 
the committee reported in the negative 
they were then to receive and report bids 
to the Convention. 

On the last day of the session at Harris- 
Vt+urg the committee did make a report in 
the negative; that is to say, that the State 
Printer was not entitltd, under his con- 

!. tract, to do the Convention printing. 
Immediately after the adjournment a 

meeting of the committee was held and 
they, under the instructions contained in 

1 Lhe resolution referred to them by the 
c’onvention, directed me to advertise in 
the Harrisburg and Philadelphia daily 
pdpem for proposals for printing and bind- 
ing the Journal and Debates, and such 
r&her printing as might be ordered by the 
c’onvention, anti also for supplying print- 
ing paper to the Convention. 

In pursuance af the instructions of the 
committee I did advertise in that manner, 
and the bids UFere opened at a meeting 
held by that committee on the sixth day 
of this month, at three o’clmk in the 
%iternoon,‘in the presence of all the 
bidders. The bids were for printing and 
hind@ the Journal, for ,printing and 
binding the Debates, and for supplying 
printing paper. No proposal was made 
Ily any one for the, miscellaneous print- 
i ,?,fr. 

The lowest aggregate bid for printing 
the Journal and Debates, and binding 
them, wasthe bidof Joseph S. Lare. The 
lowest bid for supplying paper was that 
of William W. Harding; but, as I have 
said, no proposal was received for mis- 
cellaneous printing. Inasmuch as the 
committee had given public notice by 
advertisement in all the daily papers of 
Philadelphia and Harrisburg, of the re- 
quirement of the Convention, and as no 
proposal had been received for miscel- 
laneous printing, the committee thought 
it would be best to award, or to recom- 
mend its being awarded to the present 
State Printer, not as State Printer, but as 
an individual, and upon the terms speck- 
fled in his contract with the State, whici! 
seems to be extremely low. 

I will also state, for the information of 
the Convention, that the bid made by 
Mr. Lare, comparing it with the present. 
contract of the State Printer, and taking 
into view the difference in the matter-the 
Debates and Journal of the Convention 
being in solid brevier-that the cost to the 
Convention of doing its printing will be 
just about the same that it would hav? 
been had it been awarded under the con- 
tract of the State Printer to him as a mat- 
ter of right as he claimed. 

The only other matter that I desire, tl) 
explain is with regard to the number of 
copies. The committee was of the opinion 
that fifteen hundred copies of the Jour- 
nal would be sufficient, and of that num- 
ber to furnish two hundred and forty 
copies daily in sheets to the Convention. 
The number two hundred and forty was 
selected because the “token” for presn 
work which is called for in the blank 
forms of the proposals issued by the com- 
mittee is two hundred and forty. If two 
hundred and fifty were called for daily, 
or, were required to be furnished, the 
printer would be entitled for the extra 
ten copies to charge for a whole token. 
Hence we have made the resolution to 
correspond with the proposals SO that ol 
the Journal, only one “token” daidy of 
press work will be paid for, and of the 
Debates two “tokens” daily, namely f 
Four hundred and eighty copies. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. President : I woulti 
like to fnqnire of the members of the 
committee whether they have made any 
estimate of the cost of printing under 
their resolution, andif so, what the proba- 
ble cost will he ? 

Mr, NEW&IN. Mr. President : That is 
a question that it is impossible to answer, 
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for the simple reason that we cannot tell 
now how long the Convention will sit, or 
how long the speeches of members will 
be. If the members make short speeches 
it will be 811 economic81 piece of work. 
If they make long speeches it will be 
very expensive. That is as nearly as I 
can answer that question. 

Mr. RUNK. Mr. President : I offer the 
following amendment, to be added to the 
resolution : 

‘*That the Debates and .Journal be fur- 
nished deily, and be laid upon the desks 
of members at the opening of the session 
t,he day after the debates have taken 
place and the proceedings had.” 

Mr. GIJTHRIE. Mr. President: I de- 
sired to say before that I have been in- 
formed that Mr. Singerly, the State 
Printer, offered to do all the printing of 
this Convention for $20,000. Now, sir, if 
that is true, I am opposed to the resolu- 
tion of the committee, for I am perfectly 
well acltisfied that the expense will be 
more than twice that amount. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President: I will 
state to the gentleman from Allegheny 
(Mr. Gutbrie) that the proposition with 
regard to printing was limited to the pub- 
lication of the Debates for $20,000, and it 
had no reference to the printing of the 
Journal or any other matter; and that 
proposition was also upon the condition 
lhat the amount of matter should not ex- 
ceed two volumes, of certain dimensions. 
I offered, 8t Harrisburg, a resolution to 
grant the printing of the Debates to Mr. 
Singerly at the price of $20,000, believing, 
at the time, tha.t it would be economical. 
No printing but the Debates was included 
in that proposition. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. President : The ex- 
planation of the gentleman from York 
(Mr. Cochran) places the subject in a 
different light. I understood that the 
proposition of Mr. Singerly was to publish 
the Journal and Debates of the Conven- 
tion for $20,000. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President : That is 
a mistake. 

Mr. J. 8. BLACK. The question of how 
the printing is to be done, by whom, and 
upon what terms, seems to me so much 
out of place here that it is hardly becom- 
ing the dignity of this Convention to en- 
tertain it at all. It has long ago been le- 
gally and permanently settled, as well 
settled asany’matter c8n be settled by 
any pledge that the Commonwealth can 
make of her faith by any contract. 

As long ago as 1856 there was an act of 
Assembly passed, declaring that the pub- 
lic printing should be thereafter done by 
contract; that contract to be made with 
8 person who was to serve the Com- 
monwealth as her PublicPrinter. Several 
supplements were afterwards made to 
that law, and, in pursuance of one of 
them, in 1871, a contract was made with a 
citizen th8t he should do the public print- 
ing of the Commonwealth, whatever that 
might be, by whomsoever required to be 
done. All the public printing was in- 
cluded in that which it would become the 
duty of the Commonwealth to pay for out 
of the State Treasury. That contract was 
entered into with rather more than the 
usual solemnity, for the two Houses of the 
Legislature assembled together, in joint 
oonvention, in the hall of the House of 
Representatives, and every single Repre- 
sentative of the people had an opportu- 
nity of seeing that the contract was pro- 
perly made, with his own eyes ; and it was 
properly made. There is no pretense that 
there was any fraud practiced by or 
against anybody. The contract was made 
under a sound 8nd wise law. The party 
who entered into the contract with the 
State has thus far performed his duty 
with .perfect fidelity, and there is not the 

.remotest sign of an excuse for violating 
it on the other side now. 

One reason that is given is that this 
particular work was not contemplated, 
and therefore is not to be considered 
as included within that contract. I say 
it was contemplated, in the proper legal 
sense of the word, because when the 
contractor agreed that he would do all 
the public printing that might have 
to be done it would be 8 most vicions 
construction-such a one as I think no 
man of common sense would be willing 
to apply to an instrument of that kind- 
to say that merely because he did not 
know certainly that this particular print- 
ing would have to be done it was not 
therefore included ; that though the con- 
tract included all public printing, that 
was not included which he could not SW 
at the time. 

If a man agrees to sell his whole crop of 
wheat at a particular price he cannot with- 
hold a part of it because the crop is larger 
than either of the contracting parties con- 
ceived it would be, or because he cut a 
larger number of acres than he had an- 
ticipated. This printer agreed to do all 
the State printing. If it was little, and 
therefore the contra& WLS nnprofitable. 
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he was bound to abide by it. If it was 
large, and therefore more profitable, he 
was entitled to whatever he could make 
out of it. 

There is another objection which seems 
to be the view of the committee, as ex- 
pressed at Harrisburg, and now again 
here, that this contract is not binding upon 
the Commonwealth, as that we cannot 
authorize its violation, because we are a 
Convention to amend the Constitution of 
the State, and because we are not bound 
by any act of the Legislature or anything 
done in pursuance of an act of the Legis- 
lature. 

They cite the vote which was given on 
the question whether we were bound by 
an act of the Legislature which restrained 
us from interfering with the Bill of Rights, 
and construe that into a declaration that 
w-e are not bound by anything that the 
Legislature may have done, or may have 
authorized to be done, but that we are 
clothed with unlimited power. 

I will not undertake to convince any 
member of this Convention who believes 
that he is clothed with that kind of power, 
because I think I should fail if I did. It 
is the experience of the human race from 
the days of Nimrod to the present time, 
that whenever any man has, or thinks he 
has, a great and mighty power in his 
hands, he holds it with as tight a grip 
as he possibly can. There is no instance, 
that I know of, on record where any man 
who ever held that kind of power would 
ever voluntarily consent to any limitation 
of it. Therefore those gentiemen who be- 
lieve that every contract of this Common- 
wealth, and every right that is claimed 
under them, are at the mercy of this Con- 
vention, will, of course, retain that opin- 
ion to the end. I do not expect anybody 
to give up that idea. If it once gets into 
a mau’s head, it will stay. [Laughter.] 
Hat I am reminded that 

“ It iu excellent 
To have a giant’s streugtb ; but it is tyrannous 
Tti use it like a giant.” 

If we have no regard for what is the 
legal justice due to this printer, I hope we 
shall exercise our power in mercVv. 

It would be well for us to use our au- 
tbority with a magnanimity becoming 
our high places, and that will require us 
to look down with lofty scorn on the 
meanness of robbing a mechanic of his 
right to labor, and to be oornpensated for 
his labor. 

If it be true that we ciln violate all the 
c,mtracts, declare everything void that 

has been heretofore done by the Legisla- 
ture, and break the faith of the Common- 
wealth with perfect impunity, had we 
not better look up some other contracts 
than this? May we not afford to let this 
poor printer run awile and take after 
larger game? There are contracts that 
the Commonwealth has made in the 
course of her history which might need, 
on this principle, a good deal of overhaul- 
ing. There are several by which the con- 
tracting parties hare managed to absorb 
nearly all the proprietary rights of 
the State. I think all the property that 
the State ever owned is about gone now, 
exoept the Capitol at Harrisburg and some 
seventeen acres of land surrounding it. 
The thing has all been done by contract, 
authorized by the Legislature, which, 
according to this new doctrine, we have 
a perfect right to set aside and declare t(r 
be void. 

There are several other very large atl- 
vantages enjoyed by certain bodies who 
would, I presume, not much like to have 
them very seriously touched; but it 
would be in accordance with a certain 
sense of natural justice which pervades 
this whole community if they were at 
once torn to pieces and thrown to thu 
winds, for those who bold them have 
under them made untold heaps of gold 
for themselves every year, which arr 
forced out of the pockets of the public 
Kow I do not say that we ought to get up 
a hunt of this kind; I do not propose 
that ; but if we are to have a chase, let 
us be after some of these big corporations 
first. 

1 say this not only because the prey is 
better worth having when we run it down, 
but because there is some excitement and 
pleasure in the chase. [Laughter.] 

The blood more stirs 
To rouse a lion than to start R hare ! 

But still I think it is the most important 
of all things that the Commonwealth 
should preserve her character for good 
faith untainted, because that enables ns 
to hold society together; and I would like 
to see this Convention obey the injunctic n 
which the law of Moses laid upon the chil- 
dren of Israel--” Perform the vow which 
thou hast made before the Lord, even 
though it be to thine own hurt.” But 
I understand that no great profit is going 
to be made out of this business. We 
had better not stain our hands with any 
violation of a contract, at least until we 
can make something by doing so. If we 
are to sell the empty space of our large 
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honors let it be for at least so much trash 
as may be grasped thus [closing his hand] 
or in some other way. 

Mr. GOWBN. Mr. President : I agree 
with most of what the gentleman last up 
has said exoept this : I do not agree with 
him that the action of this Convention at 
Harrisburg in determining, as it did, by a 
large majority of votes, that the Legisla- 
ture had no right to impose restrictions 
upon this Convention so far as the action 
of the Convention was directed to framing 
a new Constitution, covers the present 
case. I hold that the Legislature had no 
right whatever to restrict this Convention 
in the performance of the duty for which 
it had assembled, namely : To make a new 
Constitution; but I do agree with the 
gentleman that the action of the Legisla- 
ture in making a contract with the State 
Printer to do all the public printing of 
the Commonwealth is binding upon this 
Convention, and I think that this Conven- 
tion’ought to send all the public printing 
to that officer. 

So far as the right of t.hat officer to have 
this printing is concerned, I take it that 
he stands, with reference to this Uonven- 
tion, so long as the present Constitution 
of the State is not altered, exactly in the 
position of any other public officer. I 
take it that if an outsider were to oome 
into this hall +d create a disturbance, 
and we were to declare that we would have 
him prosecuted for a misdemeanor, we 
would have him tried before the judges 
who hold their commissions from the 
i‘ommonwealth, and prosecuted by the 
tlistrict attorney, q--ho is elected by the 
people to perform the duties of that office. 
So when we have any printing to do, 
which certainly is publio printing, the 
State having selected a public printer, and 
xnade a contract with him for the business 
of public printing, I take it that he has 
the same right to that business as the 
judgss in the one case would have to ad- 
minister justice, and the district attorney 
in the other to prosecute an offender. 

Again, upon the question of price : The 
price at which this contract wasmade with 
the Public Printer is entirely fair and 
proper. The report of the Committee on 
Printing agrees that he shall have a por- 

tion of our public printing, provided he 
will do it at the price which he agreed to 
\lo it for the State. Therefore there can 
he no objection’ to the terms of his con- 
tract with the State upon the ground that 
irny one else will do it for a more reason- 
able c3mpensAion. 

If that is the case, and if there is no ob- 
.jection to the price on the one hand, and 
if the Public Printe: holds this office by 
virtue of a contract with the State, I sub- 
mit, with all deference to the Convention, 
that he is entitled, by virtur of that con- 
tract, to do this business. 

Mr. COCHRAN. I feel very reluctantly 
compelled, Mr. President, after what has 
been said here, to state the position@ 
which have been already taken by the 
Convention,and also to support the ac- 
tion which has been taken by the Com- 
mittee on Printing. It will, perhaps, be 
remembered that this whole subject has 
been twice discussed ; or, rather, each of 
these questions has been discussed before 
the Convention and decided by the Con- 
vention. The thing has passed-$n rent qd- 
jzLdicatam by the Convention., 

The Convention has determined that 
we stand here independent of the Legisla- 
ture, and have the right to act independ- 
ently of any restriction that has been at- 
tempted to be imposed upon us by that 
body; that after the people summoned 
this Convention and authorized the elec- 
tion of delegates to this body, no other 
power was left in the control of the Leg- 
islature except the mere power of arrang- 
ing the machinery for the assembling of 
the Convention ; but it could impose no 
restriction upon the action of the Conven- 
tion in any respeot. We stand here rep- 
resenting, immediately, the people of 
Pennsylvania, paramount to the Legisla- 
ture, because we go to the very root of the 
matter operating upon the fundamental 
law of the State. Thitt was decided by 
the Convention at Harrisburg, and the 
Convention, by a like solemn vote, deter- 
mined that the State Printer had, under 
his contract, no legal claim to the printing 
of this Convention. 

Mr. J. S. BLACK. Will the gentleman 
permit me to ask him a question? 

Mr. COCHRAN. Certainly. 
Mr. J. S. BLACK, Does the gentleman 

regard it as sound constitutional law that 
this Convention has the power to abrogate 
any contract that may heretofore have 
been made with the Commonwealth, 
under an act of the Legislature, and irhich 
was legal at the time it was made P 

Mr. COCHRAN. I will come to that in a 
moment. 

Mr. J. 5. BLACK. I think the gentle- 
man has already come to that. [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr. COCHRAN. The gentleman from 
York and myself differ in that particular, 



and I must say, with great deference to at Harrisburg. If it were not so the Coin- 
his views, that I prefer to take my own mittee on Printing would have had no 
course in discussing this question. right to present this report. It would be 

Now, Mr. President, 1 say that the Con- folly for me, a mere layman, to reply to 
vention, at Harrisburg, did decide, after the lengthy, learned argument of the di% 
debate, that the State Printer was not en- tinguished gentlemen from York (Mr. 
titled to this printing under his contract Blsck) and Philadelphia (Mr. Gowen)- 
with the State; and that being deter- but when I see in an act of Assembly the 
mined by the Convention, there was words ‘Lpublic printing” used, and in a 
nothing left for the Committee on Print- further section of that act the public print- 
ing to do but to carry out the further ing described to mean certain things to 
order of the Convention and receive pro- which certain things thus described do 
posals for this printing. They did so, not apply to any printing which this Con 
and reported those propositions to the vention may authorize, 1 can have no 
Convention this morning. doubt when that public printing is set 

I come now to the’contract about which forth in detail as public printing for the 
we hear so much. This contract with re- Executive department and for the legisla- 
gard to the public printing of the State tive department, and furthermore that 
was a contract made, of course, with refer- that public printing must not be done in 
ence to the matter which was then before Philadelphia, must not be done in any 
the eye of the Legislature. It included city outside of Harrisburg, I appeal to 
nothing of this kind. There was no Con- every member of this Convention if the 
vention called at that time. The contract work of a Convention meeting in Phila- 
referred to its subject matter, and the delphia must be done at Harrisburg un- 
subject matter of the contract was the der the act of Assembly? It seems to rnc’ 
printing of the State as it then stood. very r,lear that the originator of that at4 
That was the matter that was in the con- and the gentleman who pressed it did not 
templation of the parties, and that was intend it to have any reference whatever 
the matter which was included in the to any work which this Convention would 

contract ; and the terms of the act of hs- do in the way of printing, but only thr 
sembly, I apprehend, had reference sim- work which was done at Harrisburg 1~; 
ply to the public printing of the State as the various departments them. 
it stood at that time. This printing which 
we propose to do is not properly public 

Now, sir, I should like to know froni 
the chairman of the Committee on Print- 

printingoftheState. Thisisprintingofthe 
Convention, necessary for the promulga- 

ing, first, whether they were not directed 

tion of its proceedings and their presenta- 
to ask for proposals for all the printing 

tion to the public. It isnot properly public 
necessary to be done by this Convention. 

printing of the State. It does not come 
and if in the investigation of that matter 

within the terms of the contract. There 
they ascertained that proposals could not 
be had for al1 the printing, so that the> 

was no such thing in existence, at the 
time, upon which the contract could 

were compelled to divide the work and 

operate, and therefore we stand here, I 
give out a certain amount of printing to 
the lowest bidder and another Lertain 

apprehend, without prolonging this dis- amount to another bidder, and another 
cussion any further, simply on the ground amount to a party who was not a bidder. 
that we have a right to make our own I think that ought to be clearly under- 
arrangements with regard to what work stood. If it is just as cheap for this Con 
we will have done. We interfere with vention to have part of its work done at 
no man’s contract; we do not infringe 
upon the public faith and credit of the 

41% per cent. discount from the prices of 

(‘ommonwealth ; but we stand here, with 
1856, I should like to know how much 
this Convention save on t,he other part of 

authority to control our own proceedings, the contract, and if they did not save any- 
to dictate our own work and employ our 
own parties to perform it. 

thing at all or if they are to pay a little 
higher rate, I think the members of tlrc 

Mr. J. PKICE WETHERILL. I do not Convention should know something abour 
intend to occupy the time of the Conven- it. If it is necessary to divide the work, 
tion in the discussion of this matter more and if the whole work cdn be done at 41% 
than a moment. I supposed this question per cent. discount and the committee have 
in regard to the right of the Convention acted not exactly in accordance with their 
to decide who should do the work of instructions, by not receiving proposals 
printing its proceedings had been settled 

. 
for the entire work, it seems to me tlrat, 
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perhaps, if it is cheaper it would be better We reported in the negative on the pro- 
for us to make a full contmct at 41% per position embodied in that resolution. A 
cent., and not divide it. motion was made by the gentleman frcm 

I do not know anything about Mr. Joseph Fayette (Mr. Kaine) to strike out the 
S. Lare. He may be able, and he doubt- word “not.” On that test question a 
less is, to do the work as we should like vote of this Conventiou was had, and the 
it done; but I see in the report that no report of the committee, after debate, was 
security is mentioned for the faithful per- sustained, and the amendment of the 
formance of this contract. gentleman from Fayette (Mr. Kaine) 

Mr. NEWLIN. He is under bond now to strike out the word ~‘not,” was not 
in his proposal to us to the extent of $lO,- agreed to. 
000. Now when the Convention adjourned 

Mr. J. PRICEWETHERILL. I amvery there were sundry amendments pending. 
glad to hear the explanation given by the Mr. KAINE. Will the gentleman allow 
chairman of the committee. The report me to ask him a question. 
does not show it, and I do not know Mr. NEWLIN. Certainly. 
whether $10,006 is sufficient security. It Mr. KAINE. I want to know of the 
is a matter about which we know very gentleman whether the report was 
little, and it is also a matter about which adopted 4 
some very magnificent figures have beefh Mr. NBWLIN. I will answer that ques- 
mentioned, and I do hope that the chair- tion. A resolution embodying the terms 
man of the committee will give us all ne- of the report was submitted to the Con- 
cessary explanations ; first, as to how much vention. That resolution was totheeffect 
the Convention will save by dividing that the State Printer was not entitled 
this work and giving Mr. Joseph S. Lare under his contract with the State to do 
a portion of this work, and next as to the this printing. The gentleman from Fay- 
amount of the security to be given by 
Mr. Lare for the performance of the con- 

ette (Mr. Kaine) moved to strike out the 
word “not.” Upon that amendment the 

tract, and further as to the effect of a dis- House divided, and it was decided not to 
count of forty-one and one-fourth per cent. strike out the word ‘I not.” Then there 
from the prices of 1656. were other amendments offered to the res- 

Mr. NEWLIN. In answer to the ques- olution, which amendments were under 
tions propounded by my colleague, who consideration when the main question 
has just taken his seat, (Mr. J. P. Wether- was moved, and upon the question 
ill) I would say that most of his ques- whether the main question should now 
tions would have answered themselves be put, a majority of the Convention de- 
had he taken the trouble to examine the cided in the negative, and it was then 
report which we have now under con- ruled that where the previous question is 
sideration. If he had taken the trouble, called and upon the question “shall the 
sir, to read the two pages and a half of main question be now put ” it is decided 
written matter which is now on the in the negative-it was ruled bythe Presi- 
Clerk’s desk, the questions which he has dent, and sustained by a large vote by the 
propounded would have been replied to Convention, that that put the main ques- 
by that report. tion out of the House for that day, and the 

Now, sir, as to the matter of authority, Convention adjourned, leavingthe matter 
we have the resolution itself of this Con- in that shape. 
vention, which is recited in full in the Then, sir, the Committee on Printing 
report which I had the honor to make thought, under the resolution of instruc- 
this morning. That resolution directed tion referred to them, that it was their 
the Committee on Printing to report duty forthwith to advertise for proposals 
whether the State Printer was entitled so as to be prepared to make a report to 
under his contract with the State to do this Convention when it met -not to 
this printing, and if the committee re- award a contract, not for the committee 
ported in the negative, then to receive to make a contract, but to report all the 
and report bids. information on this subject which could 

Now, sir, under the terms of that reso- be obtained by the committee to the Con- 
lution, it became the duty of this com- vention, and to allow the Convention to 
mittee to receive and report bids without judge for itself what it would do. 
regard to what action was taken upon the Now, sir, in regard to this so called 
report made from this committee upon contract of the State Printer to do this 
the last day of the session at Harrisburg. work, I always listen with a great deal of 
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pleasure to what is said by the distin- 
guished gentleman from York (Mr. 
Black.) But with all deference to him 
permit me to say that his remarks do not 
go direct to the question before this Con- 
vention. Now, sir, there are two ques- 
tions involved in the consideration of this 
resolution. The first one is, does the con- 
tract of the State Printer cover this work ; 
and, secondly, if it does cover this work 
in terms, does that contract bind this 
Convention ? 

WOW, sir, if we decide the first proposi- 
tion in the negative, the next one does 
not occur and need not be considered. 
Therefore it is unnecessary, to my view, 
for the Convention on this matter to de- 
cide the broad question of thesovereignty 
of the Convention. I take i!, sir, that that 
question does not arise here, because, sir, 
I take it that under that very contract, 
even assuming, for the sake of argument, 
that it is possible for any branch of the 
government, or all the branches of the 
government, to make any contract of this 
nature which would bind the Convention, 
assuming, I say, for the sake of argument, 
that this is so, I deny, sir, that this con- 
tra&, covers the work in question, not 
only because the subject matter here 
could not have been contemplated by the 
framers of the act of 1833 or its supple- 
ments, but for another reason, for a very 
plain, simple reason, which I will now 
state. It is a matter of fact which I take 
it no one on this floor will undertake to 
deny, that under the very contract with 
the State Printer to-day the Legislature 
does not give to the State Printer the 
printing of its own debates. 

Then, sir, what position are we placed 
in? The Legislature makes a contract 
for State printing, and says “we will not 
give our debates to this Printer. We will 
keep them in our own hands, subject to 
our own control But this Convention 
must do what the Legislature will not 
bind itself to do. It must give its debates 
to the State Prlnter and must print them 
under a contract made by another body 
and out of its control, and in that way 
lose all direction over the printing of its 
own proceedings.” Now, sir, I take the 
ground, on the question of contract or no 
Lmntract, that the printing embodied and 
called for by this Convention is not in- 
uluded in the State Printer’scontract with 
the State. So that it is not necessary here 
and I do not propose to enter now into the 
question of the power of the Convention 

to make its own contracts outside of rhi+ 
one. 

Now, sir, as to some other matters of 
detail upon which I have been interro- 
gated by my colleague frem Philadelphia 
(Mr. Jno. Price Wetherill.) He desires 
to know why it is that a part of the print- 
ing has been let by proposal, or is recom- 
mended to be let by proposal, and why a 
part is recommended to be given to Ben- 
jamin Singerly as an individual and not 
as the State Printer, and why all is not 
given to him. 

Now, sir, if that gentleman had also 
looked at the report, which is upon the 
table of the Clerk, in this respect, he 
would see that the proposals framed by 
the committee asked for four things: 

They asked for bids for printing the 
Jo&al and its binding. 

They asked for bids for printing the De- 
bates and its binding. 

They asked for proposals for supplying 
printing paper ; and 

They further asked for proposals for 
such other printing as might be ordered 
by the Convention. 

Now, sir, it will be seen at once, by any 
one, that it was impossible for this com- 
mittee to say what kind of printing and 
what amount of printing other than Jour- 
nal and Debates might be ordered by the 
Convention. That is a matter of which 
we know nothing. We were forced to ask 
for proposals on that point in a general 
way. After giving ample public notice 
that these proposalswould be received, 
and after receiving twelve bids, it was 
:ound that. none of them were for any- 
thing except the printing and binding of 
the .Journal and Debates. We hadalready 
done everything that we could to get pro- 
posals on the other matter for miscellane- 
ous printing, but no one had bid on that sub- 
ject. Idare say, for theveryreason that I 

have stated, that it is immble to state 
what that will be, though no doubt the 
great bulk of the printing will be the 
Journal and Debates. The committee, 
then, had nothing in the shape of informa- 
tion before it except the contract of the 
State Printer, and it was the sense of the 
majority of the oommittee that the mis- 
cellaneous printing should be offered to 
Benjamin Singerly, as an individual, at 
the same rates specified in his c%mtrart 
with the State, there being no bidder what- 
ever for that work. 

One other question has been asked, and 
that is with regard to the cost. My col- 
league has asked me if part of the print- 
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ing is given to Benjamin Singerly in this 
manner, why is not all given? I will 
snake two answers to that. In the first 
piace we were ordered by the Conven- 
tion to advertise for proposals, and we re- 
commend that the lowest bidder be 
awarded the contract. In the second 
place, I will say that as near as the com- 
mittee could form a judgment-and tk;ere 
were gentlemen on that committee who 
are praotioal printers-they were of the 
opinion that the Journal and D‘ebates 
being printed in solid brevier, the cost to 
the State would be just about the same as 
it would be under the contract with the 
State Printer. 

I think, sir, I have answered now all 
. the questions propounded by my col- 

1 eague. 
Mr. M’ALLISTER. I rise, Mr. President, 

not to make a speech on the subject of 
public printing. It has been so fully dis- 
cussed that I shall not occupy much of 
your time. I expressed my sentiments 
In Harrisbhrg in reference to the validity 
of the alleged contract with Mr. Singerly. 
The Convention there decided that it was 
not binding upon the Convention for sev- 
eral reasons, and I was satisfied with that 
decision, although a personal friend of 
Mr. Singerly, and although disposed, 
other things being equal, to have given 
him the contract, not because he had a 
right to it, but because if the Convention 
had sat in Harrisburg the work would 
probably have been better done by him 
than by any other man in the State of 
Pennsylvania. We have, however, re- 
moved from Harrisburg, and I rise to call 
the attention of the Convention to that. 
phase bearing upon this alleged contract 
with Singerly. 

If this Convention is under obligation, 
by contract, to give this printing to Mr; 
Singerly, then Mr. Singerly would be 
under obligations to the Convention to 
perform the work. NowIsubmit to every 
member of this Convention whether the 
subject matter contracted for by Mr. Sin- 
ger&, inreference to the State printing,was 
not in view of the fact that the work was 
to be done, and could be done, and would 
be done in the city of Harrisburg. Now 
we have removed from Harrisburg to 
Philadelphia, and it is said that Mr. Sin- 
gerly will still perform this work ; but is 
he under obligations to do it? Did he 
contract to do it? If we could bring him 
to Philadelphia to do it then we could 
take him to any other point, the most re- 
mota within our State bounds. We czmld 

take him where he would have no print- 
ing house and have no press; we could 
submit him to hundreds of dollars ex- 
pense that he never contracted for, be- 
cause he is not bound to go out of the city 
of Harrisburg, and is not bound to do this 
work, and if he is not bound. to do it he 
cannot get it by the asking. He cannot 
get this Convention to believe that we are 
bound if he is not. It is upon this ques- 
tion that my distinguished friend front 
York (Mr. J. S. Black) desires to scare 
this Convention by an allegation of sin 
arising out of the violation of a contract. 
I adtnit the sin if he establishes the viola- 
tion, but I deny the premises. Mr. Sin- 
gerly being under noobligations to do the 
work, is there a man now in this ball that 
would have the hardihood to allege that 
if Mr. Singerly denied his liability he was 
nevertheless liable, and we could hold 
him in damages if he did not perform the 
contract? It is not a subject matter for 
which he contracted, and therefore he has 
no right to it. 

But can he do it ? Can he lay the pro- 
oeedingsof this Convention, printed, upon 
the desks of the members the morningaf- 
ter the business has been transacted, he 
living, as he does, in Harrisburg 4 Surely 
he cannot. It is just the diserence of 
twenty-four hours delay between having 
the work done in Philadelphia and in 
Harrisburg; and shall we subject this 
Convention and the people of Pennsylva- 
nia to this inconvenience ? I trow not. 
The rapidity with which this thing can 
be done gives it its value. If garbled ex- 
tracts of the proceedingsappear in the pa- 
pers of the State before the debates have 
had time to appear in official .form the 
work will be of little benefit to us. Thus 
it becomes important it be done in the 
quickest possible time, and be subjertetl 
to the necessary corrections in thisHouse, 
and that can only be done by having it 
speedily done. 

Is there any one here who will deny OUL 
power to prescribe the time within whiob 
this work is to be printed 4 Mr. Singyrly 
msde a contract for the State printing, 
and he could do it at his leisure. 1-i e 
could occupy the whole year in doing the 
work ; he could do it by daylight; but 
our work requires dispatch, and it re- 
quires the night in which to perform it, 
and night work is expensive when com- 
pared with day work. Mr. Singerly may 
have such a coutract as will enable him 
to undergo this extra expaese. He ought 
not to have sucha contract; but if he LEES 
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a contract which will justify all of these 
night work wages and dispatch, and he 
can comply with a resolution requiring 
the proceedings to be laid upon our table 
the next day, well enough ; but he may 
have had a bad contract, and one which 
would not have justified that extra 
expense, and yet the obligation upon 
him would have been the same. Could 
we, then, under his unfavorable contract, 
have imposed upon him all these extra 
expenses? He has no right to the printing 
unless he could do it. His right depends 
upon our power under an unfavorable 
contract to impose upon him the duty of 
doing this extra work, and I claim that 
we have no such power. It would shock 
the common sense and the justice of every 
man in this body, to impose it upon him 
nuder such circumstances. 

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. President: I feel it 
mv duty to say a word or two with re- 
gard to this question, because I not only 
voted for but advocated the idea, in Har- 
risburg, that this contract was not bind- 
ing. This Convention has expressed its 
opinion, but the opinion of this Conven- 
tion does not determine the law of the 
ease. That must be determined by the 
Supreme Court of the State. The ques- 
tion of law is a doubtful one, as is evi- 
denced by the opinionof the distinguished 
gentleman from York (Mr. J. S. Black.) 
Suppose Mr. Singerly should bring his 
action for damages, and suppose the 
judges of the Supreme Court should de- 
cide according to the view of my col- 
league, (Mr. J. S. Black,) then, by the 
action of this Convention, there would be 
a double contract to be paid for on the 
part of the State. I think, then, this Con- 
vention should be cautious in their pro- 
seedings. They do uct make the law of 
this case. That must be decided here- 
after. 

What I wish to submit to this Conven- 
tion is this: The Committee on Printing 
reported, in so many words, that there is 
no difference in the terms; that whether 
Lare or Singerly does the work there 
will be no saving to the Convention. I 
suppose Mr. Singerly will not stand upon 
a punetillo as to the reason why this 
printing should be given to him-whether 
it is under his present contract or under 
a new contract-if he obtains the work. 
No matter what our opinion upon the 
questions of law involved in the case may 
be, we cannot decide them ; and I think 
the best thing we can do is to give the 

work to Mr. Singerly, upon the verb 
terms of his present contract. 

Mr. NEWLIPI'. Mr. President: I will 
accept the amendment oIlered by the 
gentleman from Lehigh (Mr. Runk) as a 
part of the resolution. 

Mr. COCRRAN. Mr. President : I rise 
to a point of order. The resolution now 
pending is a resolution offered by a com- 
mittee, and I apprehend it is not in order 
to accept anything as an amendment to 
it. The chairman of a committee has not 
the power to accept any amendment. 
There is an objection to this amendment, 
which I wish to state. It is a very im- 
portant one, and I do not think it is in 
order for the chairman to accept the 
amendment. . 

Mr. NEWLIN. I withdraw my accept- 
ance of the amendment. 

The PRESIDENT. The acceptance is 
withdrawn, and the question is on the 
amendment. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. Presid nt : I wish 
to state, with regard to the amendment of 
the gentleman from Lehigh, (Mr. Runk,) 
that it is practically impossible for us to 
have the Journal of the Convention laid 
upon our tables on the following morn- 
ing. The Journal of the prooeedings is 
not completed until the Convention has 
adopted it upon the following day ; and 
therefore you cannot have the printed 
copy of the official Journal furnished in 
accordance with the proposed amend- 
ment. You can have the Debates but not 
the Journal. The Clerk would not pcr- 
mit it to pass out of his hands until it 
had received the ratification of the Con- 
vention. 

Mr. J. W. F. WHITE. Mr. President : It 
strikes me that we had better have but 
one printer to do all the work of the Con- 
vention. I doubt whether Mr. Singerly, 
under his contract as State Printer, can 
demand of us the printing of our Con- 
vention. I am inclined to think that this 
Convention may elect its own printer, 
but at the same time I believe it would 
be better for us to commit the entire 
printing of the Convention to the State 
Printer. What do we gain by giving part 
of it to Mr. Lare and part of it to Mr. Sin- 
gerly ? The committee reported to us that 
we gain nothing in money by such a 
course. It will cost us the same to give a 
part to Mr. Lare and a part to Mr. Sin- 
gerly. Now why not give the entire 
printing to one man ? Will it not be done 
as well and in all probability better ? In 
addition to that, I think we had better, as 
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far as possible, get clear of all complica- 
tions arising out of the printing and 
binding of the Convention. Mr. Singerly 
has a contract with the State to do its 
printing and binding. He is’ paid for it 
by law. Now if we commit the priuting 
and binding of our Convention to the 
State Printer, do we not get clear of 
trouble and complications in the way of 
payments. It is pledged to him. He is 
paid by law, and we will be relieved of all 
trouble upon the subject. It does seem 
to me that instead of debating that reso- 
lution we had better adopt a resolution 
which I hold in my hand. I would like 
to offer’it as an amendment if it is in or- 
der. If not in order at present I will try 
to offer it at the proper time. It is to the 
effect that the Committee on Printing be 
instructed to make an arrangement with 
the State Printer to do all the printing 
and binding of the Convention, provided 
that he will do it in such time as may be 
fixed by the committee and in accord- 
ance with the terms of his present con- 
tract with the State. It seems to me that 
that will relieve us of all trouble and 
difficulty. At Harrisburg I was unwilling 
to make a direct contract with the State 
Printer or to commit it to him for this 
mason. I thought we had better inquire 
whether we could not get these things 
done cheaper. Our committee has done 
that. They have advertised in Philadel- 
phia and g& bids from printers in Phila- 
delphia and in Pittsburg, and they have 
found that a printer in%ittsburg is wil- 
ling to do the printing cheaper than any 
printer in Philadelphia. It does not ne- 
cessarily follow that he intends to take it 
to Pittsburg and do it there and bring it 
!>ack to Philadelphia. Nor does it follow 
that Mr. Singerly would take it to Har- 
risburg. They would bring it here no 
doubt. I say we have the fasot reported 
by the commitee that we gain nothing by 
giving it to another printer. It is better 
for us to give it to Mr. Singerly ; and we 
may do it without our believing that we 
are bound to do it. It is better for us to 
do so, because it relieves us of all diffi- 
culties about the matter. Let the com- 

Mr. RVXK. I desire to modify the con- 
cluding portion of my amendment, by 
striking out the word “had,” and insert- 
ing “after the Journal hasbeen approved.” 

The PBEGIDENT. The amendment is PO 
modified. 

The question being on the amendment 
of the gentleman from Lehigh, (Mr. 
Runk,) the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. J. S. BUCK. I now move to amend 
the resolution offered by the committee, 
as follows: Strike out all after the word 
“resolved ” and insert : 

“That a;1 printing and binding ordered 
by the Conventionshall be done by Benja- 
min Singerly, State Printer, who shall be 
required to do it under the terms and 
conditions of his existing contract with 
the Commonwealth.” 

Mr. DARLINGTON. I would be glad to 
know, at this stage, from the members of 
the mmmittee, or somebody else, which 
is the cheaper for the Commonwealth, the 
Singerly contract or the other. I want to 
vote for the cheapest. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President: I will 
answer that question as near as such a 
question can be answered on the informa- 
tion in the possession of the committee. 
It was the opinion of the committee, as I 
have already stated to the Convention, 
that the cost, under the bid of Joseph S. 
Lare, would be the same as under the ex- 
isting contract with Benjamin Singerly, 
State Printer. I would also take occasion 
to state a matter of hearsay, but perhaps 
of interest, which may satisfy some gen- 
tlemen as to the possibility of a disagree- 
ment between the lowest bidder and Ben- 
jamin Singerly, that the full name of the 
lowest bidder is Joseph Singerly Lare. 

Mr. S. A. PURVANCE. Mr. President: 
I participated in the discussion on this 
subject at Harrisburg. I have only to say 
that the opinion which I there expressed, 
that this printing comes within the pro- 
vision of the act of the Legislature of 1871, 
has not been in the least changed. If, 
however, as stated by the gentleman from 
York, this matter has been adjudicated, 
then the doors are closed ; but certainly I 
think that is not the case. The report 

mittee make .a contract with the Stdtc itself acts upon the very question ai to 
Printer to do all the printing and binding w-hether this printing shall go the State 
of the Convention, provided he will agree Printer or not. 
to do it in such time as the committee My object in rising is for the purpose of 
may direct-the Debates and Journal to answenng an argument made that this 
be furnished daily and laid upon the was not contemplated at the time of the , 
desks of the Convention at the opening of passage of the act of 1871. If gentlemen 
the session the day after the debates have will make a reference to the proceedings 
taken place and thf proceedings had. of the Legislature they will find that in 



17% DEBATES OF THE 

January, 1871, this subject of the calling 
of a convention toamend the Constitution 
was then discussed by both bodies. Peti- 
tions were presented, and in February, 
1871, a bill was passed-the very bill 
+lnder the authority of which we meet 
here in Convention. You will observe, 
sir, that that was prior to the passage of 
the act of 27th March, 1871, by which the 
allotment was made. Therefore, I say, 
this subject was in the contemplation of 
the members of the Legislature of 1871 
when they passed that act. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I would like, Mr. 
President, to ask the gentleman a ques- 
tion. I see by the act of 1656, under 
which this gentleman holds his contract, 
that a Superintendent of Public Printing 
is provided for, and that, by the first se* 
tion, no public printing or binding shall 
be performed for the State unless pre- 
viously ordered or authorized in writing 
by the Superintendent of Public Printing. 
How could such printing as this have 
been ‘contemplated? We could not, on 
that hypothesis, get along at all without 
the consent of a Superintendent of Public 
Printing. 

Mr. S. A. PURVIANCE. I answer, that 
if a contract was made, and that contract 
had a binding obligation upon the State, 
it rises higher than any discretion that 
might be exercised by the Superintend- 
ent of Public Printing. For the satisfac- 
tion of the gentleman from Delaware 
(Mr. Broomall,) I refer to the leg- 
islative proceedings of January, 1871. I 
wash the members to bear in mind that 
this act was passed on the 27th of March, 
18X : 

Jan l&h, 1871. Mr. Mann read in place, 
<‘An Act to provide for calling a Conven- 
tion to revise or amend the Constitution 
of the State.” Page 136, H. J. 

Jan. 27th, 1871. “The House resolved 
itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. 
Strang in the chair, on bill No. 59, entitled 
“An Act to prpvide for the calling of a 
(!onvention to revise or amend the Con- 
stitution of the State.’ ” Page 176, H. J. 

Jan. Zlth, 1871. Messrs. Purcell and 
Darrah presented a petition from the citi- 
zens of Buckscounty on the same subject. 
Page 178, H. J. 

Feb. 3d, 1871. Mr. White presented pe- 
titions from Philadelphia on same subject. 
Page 236, H. J. 

Feb. 8th, 1871. A session was ordered 
to be held for the consideration of an act, 
entitled 6‘ An Act to provide for calling of 

a Convention to revise or amend the Con- 
stitution of the State.” Page 278, H. J. 

Feb. 9th. The House resumed the con- 
sideration of the same. Page 290, H. J. 

Feb. 15th. Same subject. Page 341, 
H. J. 

Finally, on Feb. 27th, the bill passed 
the House. Page 390, H. J. 

Senate Journal, satne session, Mr. 
Buckalew read in place, a bill, entitled 
“Sn Act to provide for a revision of the 
Constitution of Pennsylvania,” and so 
through the Senate Journal. See pages 
400, 7Q4,SOQ. 

In addition to that I am informed that 
whilst the billfor the calling of the Con- 
vention to amend the Constitutioir was 
in progress of discussion, an interview 
was had between Mr. Buckalew and Mr. 
Singerly on the subject of the State print- 
ing, and that the State Printer w-as there- 
by induced to believe that the printing 
to be done under theact of 1871, would 
justly and properly fall to him. 

Now, IMr. President, it seetns to nn 
that when the report of the Printing Com- 
mittee is before us, and when it appears 
that there is no difference in the cost of 
the printing as between that done by ,Mr. 
Singerly and that done by those named 
in the report, we should certainly give it 
to Xr. Singerly. The argument made by 
the gentleman horn Centre (Mr. Allister) 
that Mr. Singerly could not be forced to 
come here and do it is fully answered by 
the Atct that Mr. Singerly, the only man 
who could make complaint, is here, ready 
to assume the duty of the printing of the 
proceedings of this Con+-ention. 

Mr. Mann. It is very apparent that 
there are differences of opinion as to the 
legality of Mr. Singerly’s claim to this 
printing. Gentlemenof great legal ability 
have taken opposite sides on that queo- 
tion. Some say he has a contract binding 
upon the Commonwealth to do this work : 
others say ho has not. Therefore there 
is grave doubt on the subject. NOW I. 
ask, in all candor, of the delegates of this 
Convention, what would an honorable 
man do in a case where another man 
comes before him claiming that he han.a 
contract with him which he alleges to be 
binding upon him, and some af the ablest’ 
legal gentlemen of the Commonwealth 
say they, too, think it binding upon him 
-even thongh others differ as to it- 
what, I say, would an honorable man do 
under such circumstances? Why he 
would give the benefit of the doubt to the 
opposite party. He wonld let the man 
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have the contract. How is it possible for 
us to hesitate ? A gentleman of certainly 
as much legal ability as can be found in 
this Commonwealth, has, upon this floor, 
asserted his belief that this coptract is 
binding, which was made by the Com- 
monwealth with Mr. Singerly, to do all 
the public printing and binding of the 
Commonwealth. There is a report of the 
Printing Committee showing that it is as 
favorable a contract as could have been 
made. 

It is my opinion, Mr. President, having 
a pretty intimate acquaintance with the 
contract and with the report of the com- 
mittee, that it is more favorable than any 
contract that can be made, and yet we are 
asked to disregard it under all these cir- 
oumstanoes,.and to turn about and make 
a contract that cannot possibly receive 
that share of attention in the making 
that the one has received which we have 
already made. 

I make these remarks not with any in- 
tention to reflect upon the Committee on 
Printing. I helieve they have done what 
any committee would do under the cir- 
cumstances; but I must deny that the 
statement made by some gentlemen here 
that, the Convention has decided thismat- 
ter one way or the other is correct. The 
Convention has decided nothing on this 
point. When the Committee on Printing 
reported at Harrisburg a resolution that 
Mr. Singerly was not entitled to it, an- 
other gentleman moved to strike out the 
word 6Lnot,“ which was passed, but .the 
resolution itself was not put or carried at 
all, and it is still pending. But, sir, in the 
resolution of the gentleman from Fayette, 
the Convention did, by various votes, ex- 
pressa purpose to give this printing to 
Mr. Singerly. 

This is the position in which we stand. 
There has been no vote of this Convention’ 
deciding this matter one way or another. 
It is not a question which properly be- 
longs to this Convention. We are here to 
reform the organic laws of the State, and 
not to overrule contracts which refer to 
the printing of such matters. The people 
never contemplated anything of the kind. 
We are here to protect the rights of the 
people inviolate. Now it is intimated if 
the printing is assigned to the State 
Printer that there will be delay in the 
performance of the work. Mr. Singerly 
is somewhat known as a Public Printer, 
and I will stake my reputation that if he 
oannot do this work satisfactorily and 
promptly there is no other printer in the 

State who can do it. It just comes down 
to this : We have made a oontract with a 
man believed, by some of our members, 
as fhe best man in the State, and I believe 
it is binding upon us. Othersof us think 
not. It is therefore doubtful. 

Mr. ARMSTRONQ. I desire to&&v a very 
few words in relation to this coutract. I 
do not object in any manner that Mr. 
Singerly should have this printing, but I 
do object to his claiming it as part of his 
contract. Now it will be noticed that his 
contract has relation to the act of 1x56, by 
which the printing is to be done under 
thedirection of the State Superintendent, 
who shall reside at Harrisburg. The 
second section provides : “Nor shall any 
book be pubhshed at the expense of the 
State, or additional copies of any book be 
furnished by the Public Printer, unless 
by virtue of or express authority of law.” 
Now we propose to do printing which is 
not authorized by any law. There is 
nothing in this act which authorizes this 
Convention, or which provides for its 
printing, nor is there any act of Assem- 
bly which provides for the printing of 
this Convention. We do it under the 
general power which appertains to us HS 
a body authorized by the State at large, 
and whoseauthority carries with it every- 
thing which is essential to its business and 
a proper discharge of its duties, and print- 
ing is one of them. But there is no pub- 
lic law, nor is there anything in any law 
which empowers this Convention to pro- 
vide for the printing of books to be made 
by this Convention, and yet this very act 
has expressed that no book shall be pub- 
lished unless by virtue or expreasauthori- 
ty of law. 

Then, again, the Superintendent has 
the right to supervise and superintend 
this printing. Can it he that this Conven- 
tion has not a right to say that we shall 
take the whole direction of this matter, 
and that it shall be printed according to 
the schedule to be pro ounccd and which 
is provided for in this act? I think not. 
These schedules of prices are fixed and 
determined as a matter provided for in 
this act, but there is printing to he done 
not provided for in the act. The price is 
to be arranged between thepublic Print.er 
and the Superintendent. Why then ap- 
point s committee who shall determine 
the prices for this Convention ? If we are 
bound by this law, in any particular, we 
are bound by it in all particulars. If we 
are bound to confer this printing upon 
the Public Printer we are bound to take 
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with it those provisions which require 
that it should be done under the direc- 
tion of the Superintendent of Public 
Printing, which will put this resolution 
outside of our power. The question of 
prices will be beyond our reach, because 
the same law provides “that prices, the 
value of which cannot be affixed or other- 
wise ascertained, under the printing act 
of 1856, as this act shall be paid for at a 
rste of compensation to be amxed in the 
manner provided in the fourth division 
of the section, subject, however, to the 
control and authority of the Auditor 
(:eneral.” 

Now that provides what? The price 
of the same shall be afixed and detcr- 
ruined between the Superintendent and 
the Public Printer. 

If, then, we accept this act and transfer 
the printjng into the hands of the Public 
Printer, v--e transfer to him and the Su- 
perintendent of Printing, under the very 
terms of this act, not only the right to 
superintend the printing, but to aflix the 
price to be paid between themselves, and 
then, too, to afix and determine the price 
wholly and totally beyond the power of 
this Convention or its mntrol. We can- 
not accept part of this act without accept- 
ing it all. And I do think that it would 
be unwise, in the highest degree, to en- 
trust, not only the superintendency of the 
printing, but the prices to be paid, to any 
two men of this Commonwealth, when it 
is printing which is not provided for by 
any schedule which is part of this act. If 
Mr. Singerly is the lowest and best bid- 
fler there is nothing objectionable in 
him, and he is entirely competent, so I 
understand; but what I object to is that 
it shall be claimed, upon this floor, that, 
upon the very terms of the contract, we 
are bound and must come to’the concln- 
sion that he must do the printing. This 
consideration, however, is not within the 
purview of this contract. 

There wasno Convent.ion. There could 
be in the contemplation of the Legisla- 
ture no printing of this Convention, and I 
take it to be settled everywhere that there 
is nothing in the contract that is not with- 

- in the contemplation of the parties. Why? 
If a man contracts to sell all the grain he 
ran raise upon his farm he is bound to de- 
liver it, butif he buys another farm and 
raises grain upon that, it is not included 
within the contract. The two things are 
separate. The Legislature had the right 
to impose prices and conditions upon the 
printing which they control, but we are 
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a power, which has been decided ivy an 
overwhelmingvoteofthisConvention,that 
rises above the power of the Legislature. 
When we undertake to do our printing, 
not under any law ofthe Commonweilth, 
but under the general powers vested in 
this Convention, we do itunder the terms 
which the Convention itself has the right 
to impose. I’ think, therefore, that no 
question of public Faith is involved, no, 
can it be justly claimed that it is within 
the general purview of this contract. 

Mr. J. W. F. WHITE. I offer the foL- 
lowing amendment to the amendment : 

“That the Committee on Printing bc 
instructed to make an arrangement with 
the State Printer to do all the printinK 
and binding of the Convention : Provided, 
He will agree to do it at such times and in 
such manner as the Convention may tli- 
rert, on the terms of his present contracat 
with the State.” 

The PRESIDENT. That amendment is 
not now in order. It cannot now he re- 
ceived. 

Mr. J. W. F. WHITE. What I intende~i 
to tray then is that I am opposed to the 
amendment as it now stands, and I will 
give my reasons for it. The act of Assem- 
bly in relation to the State Printer, so 1:nr 
as I understand it, doesnot affix any time 
for his doing this work. Now we ought 
to have some arrangement with the printer 
as to when he will furnish the printing for 
the Convention. This is an impartant 
matter for us to consider. This is par- 
ticularly what is desired to be accom- 
plished in the amendment of Judge Black. 
I will say further that I am unwilling, as 
a member of this Convention, to commit 
myself to the position that we are bound t*j 
give this printing and binding to the State 
Printer, and for this reason: If he has 
the right by law to this printing, and wf’ 
put ourselves into the position of giF-ing 
it to him in pursuance to that law, we 
have no control over him at all. 

Then we have no control over him. HI, 
can take his own time and do as he pleases, 
and we have no voice or control over th6, 
matter, or the time when he shall do the 
work. Therefore I am unwilling to take 
that position. I am willing that the 
contract shall be made with him, or an 
arrangement made with him by whirh he 
shall do the work in t,he time and in the 
manner that the Convention shall direct, 
and on the price of his present contract 
with the State. I think that is all that. 
Mr. Singerly ought to ask of ~1s. I think 
it n-ill satisfy the Convention and harmo- 
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nize all views entirely, and that is what I 
suggest to Judge Black as a modification 
of his amendment, or if not, I will put it 
in a proper shape. 

The PRESIDENT. If the gentleman 
will take the trouble to modify his amend- 
ment, so as to make it an amendment 
to the amendment, it will be in order. 
The question is on the amendment. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. J. W. F. WHITE. I now otier my 

modification as an amendment. Strike 
out all after the word L‘resolved,” and in- 
s0rt : 

‘6 That the Committee on Printing be in- 
structed to make an arrangement with the 
State Printer to do all the printing and 
binding of the Convention: Provided, 
He will agree to do it in such time and 
manner as the Convention may direct, 
and on the terms of his present contract 
with the State.” 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on 
adopting this amendment. 

The yeas and nays were required by 
-Mr. Simpson and Mr. Temple, and were 
as follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

iXessrs. Achenbach, ,Qiney, Alricks, An- 
drews, Armstrong. Baer, Baily, (Perry,) 
Bailey, (Huntingdon,) tiann&, &clay, 
Bartholomew, Beebe, Black, Charles A., 
Bowman, Brown, &okalew, Church; 
Clark, Corbett, Corson, Craig, Cronmiller, 
i:urry, Cnrtin, De France, Dunning, Ed- 
wards; Elliott, Ewing, Fnlton, Fnnck, 
Gibson, Gilpin, Gowen, Gnthrie, Hall, 
Hanna, Harvey, Hazzard, Hemphill, Hop- 
kins, Horton, Howard, Hunsicker, Kaine, 
Lamberton, Lawrence, Lear, M’Clean, 
IMacConnell, M’Mnrray, MacVeagh, 
Mann, Mantor, Metzger, Mott, Niles, Par- 
NOIIS, Patterson, T. H. B., Patton, Porter, 
Purman, Pnrviance, John N., Purviance, 
Samuel A., Read, John R., Reed, Andrew, 
Reynolds, S. H., Rooke, Sharpe, Smith, 
Henry W., Van Reed, Walker, Wherry, 
White, David N., White, J. W. F., Wood- 
ward, Worrell and Wright-78. 

NAYS. 

Messrs. hddicks, Baker, Bardsley, 
Hiddle, Brodhead, Broomall, Campbell, 
Carey, Carter, Cochran, Collins, Cuyler, 
Darlington, Davis, Fell, Finney, Hay, 
Knight, Lilly, Long, M’Allister, M’Cul- 
loch, Newlin, Palmer, G. W., Patterson, 
D. W., Reynolds, James L., Ross, Rnnk, 
Russell, Simpson, Stanton, Temple, 

Wetherill, J. M., Wetherill, John Price 
and Meredith, &e&dent-35. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. NEWLIN. If it is in order at this 

time- 
The PRESIDENT. Nothing is in order 

nniil the Chair has stated the question. 
Th6 question is on the resolution as 

amended. 
Mr. NEWLIN. If it is in order to make 

such a motion I move to amend, by strik- 
ing out the words “State Printer,” and 
insert the words “ Benjamin Singer1y.I’ 
That reaches the same result and obviates 
the difficulty 6f this Couvention recognia- 
ing the contract with the State Printer as 
binding upon this Convention. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is upon 
the resolution as amended. 

The resolution as amended was agreed 
to. 

Mr. BUCKALEW. Before the subject is 
disposed of, I desire to call the attentiorl 
Of the COnVentiOn to one question, which 
it seems to me is of importance : The form 
or size in which these volumes of Debates 
alid Journal shall be issued. The Com- 
mittee on Printing seem to entertain the 
idea of publishing our debates in volumes 
of what is called quart0 size, large, broad 
volumes which cannot be put in any ordi- 
nary book-case, books of the size of the 
Cvngrea&mal #lobe, and inconvenient, 
therefore, for disposition and manage- 
ment by most of those in prhose hands 
they will fall; and yet, while they have 
made or proposed this arrangement for the 
volume of Debates, they propose that the 
Journal of the Convention shall be in 
octave size, so that you cannot have both 
these books go together to members of 
the Convention and to others, and be con- 
veniently placed in the same receptacle. 

Now my idea is that it would be better 
to publish all these volumes which we 
issue of octave size, conformed to the 
established practice in all ordinary cases, 
because the Congressional practice is ex- 
ceptional, and stands upon a peculiar ar- 
rangement connected with the pnblica- 
tion of the enormous mass of matter 
which isissned at the oity.of Washington, 
and which is made up, day by day, into 
quart0 form from the columns of a news 
paper. I do not know, ulr, of any Con- 
vention in this country which has fnl- 
lowed the Congressional example, except 
the case of the Conventlon of Illinois, 
The New York Convention adopted an 
octave size, and so did many other States 
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that have held Conventions in recent 
j-ears. In England the Parliamentary 
Debates are issued in octave form or size, 
and I hope that we will get a full and con- 
venient use of our publications, and we 
(:8n only accomplish this by adopting the 
tjrdinary and established practice, so that 
members of the Convention and others 
to wrhom our books go, if not public 
libraries, can have books that they can 
conveniently use and which readers can 
conveniently mse and handle hereafter. 

If it is in order to further amend this 
resolution by adding matter, not taking 
out, I will offer the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the publication of the 
.I ournal and of the Debates shall be in rol- 
umes of octave size. 

Mr. LILLY. iMr. President: I desire 
further to amend the original report of 
the committee, by increasing the number 
of sheets we are to be furnished with 
from four hundred and eighty to seven 
hundred and twenty. 

The PRESIDENT. The original resolu- 
tion is not now before the House. The 
question is upon the amendment of the 
gentleman from Columbia (Mr. Bucka- 
lew.) 

Mr. DARLINQTON. I would like to in- 
quire whether there are not well known 
differences in octaves. Some are called 
Iargeand some small octave. The octave 
in which the Debates of t,he last Conven- 
tion were printed was very small. 

Mr. BUCKALEW. I am willing to leave 
the matterof details to the committee. 

Mr. .I. W. F. WHITE. I would make one 
suggestion to the members of the Con- 
vention. Would it not be better for us 
now to simply fix the question as to 
whom the printer is to be, according to 
the amendment which has just been 
agreed to, that the printer shall do all 
the printing and binding of the Conven- 
tion-that embraces the past as well as 
the future-in such time as the Conven- 
tion may direct? I suggest all these 
amendments had better be wit.hdrawn 
uutil we fix the question as to whom the 
printer shall be. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President: As a 
member of the Committee on Printing, I 
feel somewhat embarrassed by the form 
which this resolution has now assumed. 
The whole resolution of the committee 
has been stricken out, and an entirely new 
matter substituted therefor. 

It is very difficult for me to understand 
exactly what the power of the Commit- 
tee on Printing is under this resolution. 

We are to make arrangements with tin? 
State Printer to do this work insuch man- 
ner as the Convention shall determine. 
Are we to enter into a contract with the 
State Printer in those general terms, 01 
are we to reduce the contract to some 
specified terms? The matter is now out 
of the hands of the committee, and we 
arc acting under explicit instru&lous of 
the Convention. Are we to make a gen- 
eral contract that the work shall be done 
as the Convention shall hereafter order, 
or are we now authorized to go on and de- 
cide the form of the volume, the size of 
the type to be used, or is that to be left 
at sea ? Certainly if the Convention de- 
termine that we shall make an arrange- 
ment with the printer, we ought to have 
some specitic instructions as to the form 
and manner in which it is to be done. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President: 1 desire 
also to call attention to another practical 
difhoulty, which is not provided for by 
the resolution as amended. Who is to 
furnish the paper? The resolution as 
amended refers to printing and binding. 
There were separate proposals made for 
furnishing paper, and a part of the origi- 
nal resolution reiers to that subject. The 
resolution as amended is silent upon that 
subject. 

The question being upon the amend- 
ment ofiered by the gentleman from Col- 
umbia, (Mr. Buckaiew,) it was agreed to. 

The question then being upon the reoo- 
lution as amended, 5t was agreed to. 

THE ATBENIEUM. 

The PRESIDENT. By unanimous con- 
sent the Chair will present an invitation 
addressed to the members of the Conven- 
tion, which was received a few moments 
ago. 

The Clerk read as follows : 
“The directors of the Athenmum re- 

spectfully invite the members of the Con- 
vention, at their pleasure, to visit the 
rooms of the association during the ses- 
sion of the Convention.” 

SUFFRAGE, ELECTION AND REPRESENTA- 
TION. 

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Mr. President : The 
Committee on Suffrage, Election and Rep- 
resentation have, for several day?, bad 
under consideration subjects referred to 
them. I would state that, in discharging 
a part of the dutiesassigned to them, the) 
have agreed upon two sections, and ha\ e 
directed me to report the same, asking the 
concurrence of the Convention therein. 
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The CLERK read the report, as follows : 
SE&T. -. The general election shall be 

held on the Tuesday next following the 
first Monday in November, but the Leg- 
islature may, by law, fix a different day, 
two-thirds of each House consenting 
thereto. 

SECT. -. All elections for city, ward, 
borough and township oficers, for regu- 
lar tekms of service, shall be held on the 
third Friday of March. 

The PRESIDENT. Reports from select 
committees are now in order. 

Mr. ADDICKS. Mr. President : The com- 
mitteeappointed toconferwith theauthor- 
ities of the city of Philadelphia, in rela- 
tion t,o the provision of proper accommo- 
dations for this Convention, have instruct- 
ed me to make the following report : 

That they have been met by the coun- 
cilsof Philadelphia, acting by appropriate 
committee, and by the commissioncsrs of 
city property, and other officials, with the 
utmost courtesy and libamlitg, and this 
hall, with its appurtenances, is now pr;- 
Rented for the use of the Convention, with 
a hope that the efforts of the city of Philn- 
delphia, seconded by such slight nssist- 
ante as your cornmittce have hcen able t,o 
rend&r in the matter, will meet with the 
approbation of all those for whose com- 
fort and convenience they are intended, 
and. that all omissions and deficiencies 
will be overlooked in view of the brief 
time permitted for the completion of the 
nccessnry work. 

Your oomnlittee deem it proper to say 
that, in their opinion, there should be 
added to the standing committees of the 
(‘onvention one to be called the House 
(:ommit,tee, to have in charge the general 
care of all the property ctjnfided to tha 
(:onvention. And, moreover, in view of 
the arrangement of the hall, committee 
rooms, and other apartments, there exists 
a necessity for not less than ten pages. 
For the above reasons we recommend the 
adoption of the annexed resolutions. 

Respectfully submitted. 
JOHN E. hDDIOKS, 
GEO. M. DALLAS, 
*TAMES BOYD, 
M. HALL STANTON, 
EDWARD R. WORRELL. 

The resolutions are as follow : 
Resolved, That there be added to the 

standing committees one to consist of five 
members, to be known as the House 
Committ.ee, which shall have charge of 
all the property in the use of the Conven- 
tion, and shall control and direct its su- 
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bordinate otlicers and employees in the 
discharge of their duties. 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be and 
be is directed to appoint five additional 
pages, at the s&me comprn.sation as thowr 
already employed. 

The report and resolutions were laid ou 
the table. 

Xr. GOWEE. Mr. President : I ask the 
unanimous consent of the Convention to 
oiler a resolution returning the thanks of 
the Convention to the directors of the 
Athzneum for the invitation extended to 
its members. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

SESSIOSS OF THE COR~ENTION. 

Mr. KAILYE. I move that the Conven- 
tion now proceed to the second reading 
and consideration of the resolution of the 
gentleman from Philadelphia, (Mr. Dal- 
las,) which was pending at the time of 
the adjournment of the Convention yes- 
terday-that the Convention hereafter 
meet at eleven o’clock .4. M. and adjourn 
at two o’clock P. 1X. 

The motion was agreed to. 
J!r. ~‘oouwn~u. Mr. President: I 

rise for the purpose of stating to my friend 
from Fayette, (Mr. Kaine,) and toallother 
gentlemen who are interested in fixing the 
houroftheadjournmentofthisConvention 
that, in my judgment, it isagreat mistake. 
I have no objection whatever to eleven 
o’clock as the hour of meeting, but I 
would not limit the majority of this body 
by any fixed hour for its adjournment, 
and I will tell you why. In these in- 
cipient stages of the Convention the time 
is completely devoted to the working of 
committees rather than of the Conven- 
tion. It will be important for us to take 
most of the day for the work of commit- 
tees. Some days it may be possible for 
us to terminate a long debate by sitting a 
little longer. Some days we may wish to 
adjourn at the very hour at which we 
meet, in order to give the committees an 
opportunity to do their work. 

Other days we may want to protract the 
session a little in order to terminate a di- 
vision. In my judgment a specific hour 
Ibr the adjournment of this body ought 
not to be fixed. The majority of this body 
is quite competent to fix that when it he- 
comes proper that it should do, and in 
order that the majority may have the con- 
trol of t&t subject, and that our time may 
be properly husbanded, I trust we will 
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vote down that part of the resolution that 
relates to the hour for adjournment. I 
have no objection to having eleven o’clock 
as the hour for meeting ; I think it quite 
late enough and early enough also. Ten 
o’clock is, in my opinion, too early. Let 
us, therefore, make eleven o’clock our 
meeting hour, and let us leave the ques- 
tion of adjourning to be decided from day 
to day by the body. If you fix two o’clock 
as the uniform hour of adjournment you 
embarrass the Convention in its labors. I 
submit, therefore, that the hour for ad- 
journment be left to the majority without 
the mention of any special hour. The 
(:hair has decided that notwithstanding 
that the hour was fixed at two o’cIock, 
there should always be a vote of the Con- 
vention on an adjournment. 

The PIGZXDENT. No; the gentleman 
is mistaken there. The matter was sub- 
lnitted to the House, and the Convention 
(lccided that no vote was necessary. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I had a different un- 
derstanding. I should prefer the House 
to decide, day by day, when to adjourn. 
1 do not want the majority to be bound 
I,y that part of the resolution. 

Mr. LII,LY. I move to strike out all 
:&er the word ‘6 resolved,” and insert the 
ti~lloming : 

“That hereafter the hour of meeting of 
this Convention shall be two o’clock P. 
>I., and the hour of adjournment six P. 
>\I., and that the sessions of Saturday be 
ctsclusively for general debate.” 

It is conceded by elyery member on this 
lioor that the greater portion of the work 
of this Convention is to be done in com- 
Inittee. I think the morning is the best 
time of the day for the labors of the com- 
Inittees. When our minds are fresh and 
calear as they are then we can do as rrunch 
work in an hour as we can do .& another 
time in two hours. We can, if we get to 
work in committee in good time in the 
Inorning, sit in committee right through 
without interruption, and do much better 
rhnn b,y a division of the time. 

Mr. I<AImE. Mr. President : In answer 
to the remarks of my friend, Judge 
Woodwar& I will merely say this : That 
the Convention already controls its hours 
l)f adjournment, notwithstanding the 
+auding order to adjourn every day at 
two o’clock. If the Convention d,esires to 
acljonrn before two it can ao so by a sim- 
ple majority vote. 

For the present, I desire that this Con- 
vention shall meet at eleven o’clock in 
:he morning and adjourn :It two ; but, in 

the course of a week or two, or a month. 
I will be perfectly willing to agree to 
the proposition of my friend, dudge 
Woodward. Rut If we meet at eleven 
o’cIock in the morning t,hat will give 
committees time to meet and have some 
action. If we adjourn at two o’clock in 
the afternoon that will give the commit- 
tees time to meet and have some further 
action; therefore I am in favor of the 
resolution-not offered by me, but by rn~ 
friend Mr. Dallas, yesterday-the onr 
which is before the committee. 

Mr. W~OD~ARD. I lnove to amend, by 
striking out the hour for adjournment. 

Mr. LILT,Y. I believe my resolution is 
before the Convention. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
amendment of Mr. Lilly, to strike out all 
after the word “resolved,” and insert : 
“That hereaRer the hour of meeting ot 
this Convention shall be two o’clock P. M.. 
and the hour of adjournment six I?. M., 
and that the sessions of Saturdays ho tx- 
elusively for general debate.” 

Mr. MACVEA(III. I would be very glad 
if the Convention will, for one moment, 
consider the attitude in which it will be 
placed by the adoption of the original 
resolution, even as amended. The Con- 
rcntion cau adopt either one of two 
methods of procedure ; give a considera- 
ble section of the morning to its commit- 
tees, or a considerable sectionof the after- 
noon to its committees; but I submit that 
by meeting at eleven o’clock you prevent, 
any effective action of your commitbees 
in the morning, and in the afternoon the 
sessions hold until so late an hour that 
you prevent any effective meeting of your 
committees. If you will give until noon 
of every day to your committees they can 
have a thorough and satisfztory session 
-such a session alone as is valuable to 
such committees as those on the Judiciary, 
on Legislation, and on other cardinal 
questions before the (‘onvention. Or you 
,113~ dispose of it by meeting at ten and 
nd.journing at twelve. That will gi\-e R 
solid session to the committees-a sc3sion 
extending over considerable tiulc. It; 
however, you meet at eleven and keep on 
until two, you cannot expect a very eff’ect- 
ire meeting of the committees before the 
session, nor ‘a very effective one ccfler. 
For the first few weeks I beg the gentlc- 
men to meet in such a manner as will ena- 
ble the committees to put the work in or- 
der. The most energetic chairman does 
not call his committee together until half- 
past nine in the morning. Hy the tinl4, 
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the committee gets well into work, if the 
hour of meeting of the Convention J,e 
made eleven o’clock, it is about time to 
come jnto this hall, so that the morning 
is productive of almost nothing. I hope 
the House will take the matter earnestly 
into consideration, and come to such a 
conclusion ns will enable the Convention 
do economize its time. 

‘Mr. GOWEN. I understand that the 
amendment now is that of the gentleman 
from Carbon, (Mr. Lilly,) to meet at two 
o’clock and adjourn at six, and on that I 
tlesire to say a few words. Yesterday a 
proposition was made to meet at twelve 
and adjourn at three or four; but it must 
!)e evident that for some weeks the prin- 
cipal part of the work must be done by 
committees. I think the meetingof com- 
mittees should be held in the morning- 
not in. the evening. Many of us are bur- 
ulened enough with business outside as 
well as inside in the Convention to enti- 
tle us to spend an hour or two at home of 
RII evening; and those of our friends who 
nome from a distance would doubtless 
like to know something of the blandish- 
ments of Philadephia society of which 
something was said while we were at 
Harrisburg. Hence, one difficulty about 
sitting from twelve to three or four is 
that it will infringe upon the hour when 
many of the members have been accus- 
eomed to dining. If, however, the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Carbon (Mr. 
Lilly) is adopted, there will he ample 
time in the morning for meetings of corn- 
mittees, at the same time enabling those 
accustomed to dine at twelve or one to 
Jlave their dinner and afterwards meet in 
(Convention. Then when we adjourn, say 
at five or six, the business of the day is 
rompleted. Hence, I hope the members 
will see that the best hour of meeting for 
the next few weeks at any rate is two 
o‘clock. 

The question being upon the amend- 
ment as offered by Mr. Lilly, a division 
was ordered and resulted : Affirmative, 
forty-four, negative, fifty-five. 

Ho the amendment was rejected. 
The PRESIDEXT. The question is on 

the resolution. 
Mr. WOODWARD. 1 offer tile following 

amendment to the resolution : 
“Resolved, That untilotherwiseordered, 

the committees of this body are directrd 
to meet at ten o’clock in the morning, and 
that the Convention, nntil otherwise or- 
dered, will meet at noon of each day. ” 

The question being upon the amend- 

ment, a division was called, whiFh re- 
sulted as follows : Yeas fifty-five, nays 
fifty-seven. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT. The question is now 

upon the resolution as amended. 
Mr. KAINE. I have no objection to the 

Convention arranging its hour of meeting, 
but I do object to its arranging the hour of 
meeting of the committees. It is very 
likely that every member of this Conven- 
tion is on two committees, and certainly 
we cannot expect to be in two places at 
one time. The accommodations for the 
various committees are very small, and 
notwithstanding there are twenty-six or 
twenty-sevencommittees, the members of 
only six or eight committees can be ac- 
commodated. I hope the resolution, as 
now amended, will be voted down. It is 
impo%Gble to comply with the require- 
ments of that resolution in respect to the 
meeting of the committees. That time 
may suit the gentleman who offered the 
resolution, but I venture to say that it 
will not suit any other member of the 
Convention. 

Mr. DTJNNING. Mr. President: I think 
now, Mr. President, that it will he more 
dcsirnble that the amended resolution 
ahonld be adopted. The gentleman from 
Fayette (Mr. Kaine) made a few mistakes 
in the course of his remarks. I think 
every one will understand that all the 
committees will not be required to meet 
unless they have business to transact, a.J- 
though this resolution fixes the time they 
shall meet. The gentleman is also mis- 
taken in his statement that, every member 
of the Convention is on two committees. 
I know manp gentlemen who are not 
on two carnmlttees, and, in fact, I know 
of some committees that have now no 
busincgs to attend to. I know that I am 
on one committee aad have not yet dis- 
eovercd anything to do. The I’:’ arc, no 
doubt, important committees ,n this Con- 
vcntion, and there will be important bus:- 
ness coming before them, and if thry C~H 
meet at ten o’clock in the morning to 
tr,msaet this business, and the Convention 
nssc~nlblc at two o’clock, ample time will 
be afforded for the consideration of these 
matters. 

Mr. %‘ONCR. I move to amend, 11-f 

?d:lina “that the Convention will hold 
no scssiow on Saturdays.” 

On this amendment the yeas and nays 
were required by Mr. Darlington andMr. 
J. P. Wetherill, and were as follow, viz: 

. 
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MCSSTS. Addicks, Ainey, .Antiren-s, 
Armstrong, Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Bn- 
ker, Barman, Barddey, Bartholomew, 
.Brodhead, Broon&ll, Euckalew, Carey, 
Cassidy, Coehran, Carson, Cmnmiller, 
Cnrtin, Davis, Fell, Finuey, Funck, Gib- 
s’bn, Gowen, Manna, Harvey, Hemphill, 
Hererln, Hunsickf,r, Knight, Lamberton, 
Lear, Lilly, Littreton, Long, MacT’eagh, 
Metzger, Palmer, G. W., Pacsons, Reed, 
Andrew, Reynolds, James L,, Reynolds, 
S. H., Rooke, Ross, Rnnk, Sharpc, Simp- 
son, Smith, Henry W., Stanton, Temple, 
Van Reed, Wetherill, J. M., Wetherill, 
John Price, Wherry, Woodward and 
Worrell--56. 

NAYS. 

Messrs. Achenbach, Alricks, Raer, 
Haily, (Perry,) Barclay, Beebe, Black, 
Charles, A., Black, .I. S., Bowman, Boyd, 
Campbell, Carter, Church, Collins, Cor- 
b&t, Craig, Curry, Darlington,Do France, 
Dunning, Edwarcls,~~lliott,Ewl~~~~F~~ltorl, 
Gilpin, Guthrie, Hall, Hay~,Ha~zard, ffop 
kins, Horton, Howard, Kame, M’,lllister, 
M’Clean, MacConnell, ?I’Cnlloch, M’bIur- 
ray, Mann, Mantor, Lyott,, Niles, Patter- 
son, D. W., Patterson, T: I-I. II., Patton, 
Porter, Punnan, Puyviance,’ John N., 
Purviance, Samuel A:,, Read, John R., 
Russbll, Walker, White, David N., White, 
,J. IV, I?., Wright and Meredith, Presidela~ 
--.iG. 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The PREHIDEX,T. The question is on 

the resolution as amended. Those who 
are in favor of the resolution as amended 
w:1: say so. 

Mr. IL~ISl’:s I frcw calI for a division 
of the question, so as to separate the part 
which determines the hour at which the 
Convention shall meet from that whicli 
applies to the committees. If the Clerk 
will read the resolution I vvill indicate 
what I mea*. 

The CLEBK. Resolved, TlrAt until other- 
wise ordered the committees ofthis Con- 
vention are ordered to nzeet at ten o’clock 
in the morning, and that the Convention, 
until otherwi,% ordered, shall meet at 
noon ofeach day. 

The PRSLSIDENT. The que.stiork 12~4 

bwen divided at the reqm?st of the gentle- 
man from Fayette, (Mr. Kaine,) and the 
qu&ion will bc first on the part whioh 
relates to the order of the committees and 
then upon the renulining part of the reao-- 
lotion, mbich relates to the meeting of 
the Convention itself, 

The question is first alum the order for 
committees. 

This was nnt a&greed to. 
The PRESIDENT. The question is now 

upon the latter part of the resolution, 
which reIates to the meeting of the Con- 
vention at noon. 

(hl the question of agreeing to the reso- 
lution a division was called, which re- 
sulted, yeas fifty-seven, nays fifty-three. 
So the qucstiork was agreed to. 

Mr. HTJEFJICUCR. I move that the Con- 
vention do now adjourn. 

This was agreed to, and the Convention 
adjourned at 1.67 P. Y. 



I 
. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 

THIRTEENTH DAY. 

THUBBDAY, January 9, 1873. 

The Convention met at twelve o’alock M. 
Prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. H. 

A. Roardman, as follows : 
0, Thou, who art the King, eternal, im- 

Bnorl;al and invisible, the only wise God, 
to-clay we adore and worship Thee. In 
the name of our Redeemer we render 
thanks to Thee for Thy great goodness 
and mexy towards the land in which we 
dwell. Thou art our God, and we will 
b!ess Thee, our tithers’ God, and we will 
,$orify Thy name. We praise Thee that 
Thou hast give? us a goodly heritage. 
We bioss Thee for our free institutions 
and our equal laws.; for peace, plenty 
:*nd prosperity ; for the means of grace, 
:tnd for the institutions of learning. We 
Y~nmblg invoke Thy blessing upon Thy 
t-;crvant, the President of the United 
.C;:ates, upon his Cabinet and upon the 
two Houses of Congress+ and all who 
tire in authority. We humbly pray 
zhat, as in the past, so in the future, 
Thou wilt be our ever present cov- 
enant, guardian, keeper and friend. 
Cleanse the land from vice and immorali- 
ty ; from discord and faction ; from infi- 
vlalitg and atheism, and from all that is 
SbZcnsive in Thy sight. Let Thy benedic- 
tion rest upon the Commonwealth in 
xvhioh we dwelL Bless Thy servant, the 
Chief Magistrate of this State, its Legisla- 
LIII’C and its oburches, and especially, 0 
Lord, we invoke, Thy benediction upon 
Thy servant-, here assembled in Canven- 
tion. 

The source of all power, the fountain of 
:t!l truth, we entreat Thee toguide thyser- 
vants by Thy unerring counsel, imbue 
them with large and just views of the 
greatness and the solemnity of the task 
Thou hast laid upon them. Deliver and 
preserve them from all unworthy aims 
:Ind motives, forgetting all mere local 
ties, all mere partisan attachments, all 
mectnrian prejudices ; may they rise to the 
rxlm, faithful and devout consideration 
c:,f’ rhe questions to be submitted to them. 
Preserve Thy servants from error and 
llnistake in all times of douht, perplexity 
:1!1tl embarrassment,. May the pillar of 
&oiid appear and go before them, and 
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may t,hey sn accomplish the work Thou 
Bast laid upon them, that it shall com- 
mend itself to Thy a.ppioval, and greatly 
redound in the years to come, to the true 
peace, prosperity aud well-being of the 
Commonwealth. Hear the voice of sup- 
plication ; sprinkle us with the blood 
of ihe Cross, ana accept and save us, 

through Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 
The Journal of yesterday was read, 

amended and approved. 
The PRESIDENT. I wish to remark to 

the members of the Convention that the 
construction of this ehamber is such that 
the least whisper or lowest hum of con- 
versation confuses the whole hearing 
atmosphere, so that nothing can be dis- 
tinctly heard, either at the Chair or in 
the body of the House. The Chair there- 
fore ventures earnestly t0 suggest to 
members the propriety of observing the 
greatest @et. It 6loes not? doubtless, 
occur to them that SO much inconveni- 
ence could result from so subdued a tone 
as is observed; and with this mention of 
the subject I have no doubt the members 
will bear the point in mind. 

LEATE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I rise to ask leave of 
absence for my colleague, Franklin R. 
Goaen, on account of sudden death of 
his father, at Mount Airy. He will he 
absent. for one week, and I hope the Con- 
vention will grant him leave of absence 
for that time. Leave granted. 

BANKS OF ISSUE. 

Mr. FUECK offered the following reso- 
lution, which was referred to the em- 
mittee on Private Corporations : 

Resobed, That the Committee on Pri- 
vate Corporations be instructed to inquire 
into and report upon the expediency of s ) 
amending the Constitution as to prohibi; 
all banks of issue from paying interest o!x 
deposits as to make it a part of their gent’- 
ral business to borrow money and agai:l 

t,o lend out the same at interest. 
Also, the following resolution, which 

was referred to the Committee on Tasn- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Reve- 
nue, Taxation and Finance he instructed 



to inquire into and report On the expedi- 
envy of SO amending the Constitution as 
lo compel all banks, savings institutions 
and other monied corporations and co- 
partnerships formed for the purpose of 
dealing in money, discounting paper, bar- 
rowing and receiving money on deposit, 
for which interest or a bonus is paid, to 
make quarterly returns, under oath, Of the 
money so borrowed or deposited with 
them at interest, to the end that the same 
~nnp be subjected to taxation. 

ISAVE OF AFiSENCE. 

Mr. PURXAN. I desire to ask leaveof 
absence for Judge Rlack for the remain- 
der of the week. Leave grzmted. 

PENAL CONVINEMENT. 

Mr. WHERRY Offered the following 
preamble and resolution, which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Declaration of 
Rights : 

WHEILIUS, It is a univer&ly admitted 
principle in criminal law that an accused 
person is to be presumed innocent mltil 
lie is convicted : 

And whereas, Although society, in vir- 
tnc of its right of lawful self-protection, 
lnay subject its members to preventive 
detention as the temporary hostages of 
justices, yet the sacred obligation of pro- 
tcction requim3 at its hands the exercise 
of ltirental guardianship over t,he ac- 
cased, and the full protectiou of their 
rights as citizens. 

Resolved, That the amended Constitu- 
tion ought to contain some provision, 
bvhereby accused persons and those de- 
taincd as witnesses may be protected 
from the penal confinement infiictcd upon 
c hnvicted criminals. 

COX~MON PI,EAY JURIS)DIC”‘I‘I”N. 

Mr. 1~lcoo’~a1.1. offered the following 
riasolution, which was referred to the 
d ndiciary Committee: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Jrtdiciary be instructed to inquire into 
the expedicnoy of requiring the Judges of 
the rDurtn of common pIeas, and Other 
courts of like jurisdiction, to decide que* 
tions of fact as ~011 as law, in all cases 
in which neither party sbxll demand a 
<j ur,v trial. 

OFIJICISL QUXI,IFICATION. 

Also, the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Declaration of 
Ilights : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Decla- 
r:G,inn of Rights be ilMructed to inquire 
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SPECIAL PRIVILEQES. 

Also, the following, which was referred 
to the same committee : 

Reaolved, That there be added to the 
seventeenth section of the Declaration of 
Rights the following : “Or making irrevo- 
cable any grant of special privileges or 
immunities shall be passed.” 

OFFICIAL ELIGIBILITY. 

Mr. PARSONS offered the following reso- 
lution, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Suffrage : 

Resolved. That the Committee on Edu- 
cation be requested to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of reporting the following 
amendment to the Constitution : “No per- 
son shall have the right to vote or be eligi- 
ble to office under the Constitution of this 
Commonwealth who shall not be able to 

ReaoZved, That the Committee on Con- 
stitutional Sanctions inquire into the ex- 
pediency of so amending the Constitution 
that the exercise of the right of eminent 
domain shall never be so far abridged as 
to prevent the Legislature from revoking 
franchises or taking the property of incor- 
porated companies, and subjecting it to 
the public necessity in the same manner 
and extent as the property of individuals 
can be taken or subjected. 

read the Constitution in the English lan- 
guage and write his na guage and write his name: &kded, 
however, That the prov however, That the provisions of this 

Also, the following, which was referred 

amendment shall not appl; amendment shall not apply to any person 
to the Committee on Railroads and Ca- 

prevented by a physical 1 prevented by a physical disability from 
nals. 

* 
complying with its requi complying with its requisitions, nor to 

Re.soZved, That the Committee on Rail- 

any person who now has tt any person who now has the right to vote, 
roads and Canals inquire into the expedi- 

nor to any person who shall oe sn nor to any person who shall be sixty years 
ency of so amending the Constitution that 

of age or upwards at the tir-- *‘-‘- of age or upwards at the time this amend- 
the rolling stock and other movable I 

ment shall ta‘ e .. ment shall take efiect.” 
property of any railroad company or other 
corporation in this State shall be consid- 

PROTHONOTARIES AND COURT CLERKS. erec) personal property, and ai such liable _ _ . . 

charter has been or may be ostensibly 
obtained, and that no corporation shall 
have or he given any greater franchises 
than such as are common to corporations 
of the specific class or denomination. 

RtQHT OF EMINENT DOMAIN. 

Also, the following resolution, which 
was referred to the same committee : 

RAILROAD PROPERTY. 

! 

Mr. TENPLE offered the following reso- 
lution, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary : 

Resolved, That it be referred to the ap- 
propriate committee, so as to amend the 
Constitution of this Commonwealth, as to 
give the appointment of prothonotaries 
and clerks of courts to the courts, respect- 
ively, of which they shall be officers. 

SESSIONS OF THE LEQISLATURE. 

Mr. HUNSICK~R offered the following 
resolution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Legislature : 

RaoZved, That the Committee on Legis- 
lature be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of so amending the Constitution 
that the sessions of the Legislature be held 
biennially. 

CORPORATION FRANCHISES. 

Mr. ALRICKS offered the following reso- 
lution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Constitutional Sanctions : 

Reaolued, That the Committee onCon- 
stitutional Sanctions inquire into the ex- 
pediency of so amending the Constitution 
that all franchiseswhich shall have been or 
may be granted to a corporation shall be 
limited to the special object for which the 

to levy and sale on execution m the same 
manner as the personal pruperty of natn- 
ral persons. 

CUMULATIVE V~TINQ FOR C~RPORATIOK 
DIRECTORS. 

Mr. CAMPBELL offered the following 
resolution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Corporations : 

Re.soZved, That the Committee on Pri- 
vate Corporations be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of adopting a section 
of the Constitution providing, as is now 
provided in the Illinois Constitution, that : 

SECTION-. The GeneralAssembly shall 
provide by law that in all elections for di- 
rectors or managers of incorporated com- 
panies every stockholder shall have the 
right to vote, in person or by proxy, for 
the number of shares of stock owned bv 
him for as many persons as there are di- 
rectors or managers to be elected, or to 
cumulate said shares and give one caudi-’ 
date as many votes as the number of di- 
rectors multiplied by the number of his 
shares of stock shall equal, or to distrib- 
ute them on the same principle among 
as many candidates as he shall think fit, 
and such directors or managers shall not 
be elected in any other manner. 

. 
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REQUIRING VOTING AT DELE3ATE ELEC- 
TIONS. 

Mr. RENK offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was referred to the Connnittee 
on Suffrage, Election and Representation : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf- 
frage, Election and Representation be re- 
gluevied to inquire into and rcpmt upon 
the expediency of so amending the Con- 
stitution as to require c:mdidates for all 
clectivc offices to be put in nominationby 
tlelegxtes, or otherwise, in the selection of 
which all legal voters of the district shall 
he requiretl to participate, under penalty 
of being deprived of their vote at the 
tllec5on to fill such offices. 

A CONVENTION DIRECTORY. 

AMr. J. 11. WETHERILL. I off‘er the 
following rcsolulion : 

Resolved, That the &Sergeant-at-Arms be 
direc:ed to prepare and have printed, fol 
the use of the Con\ cntion, two hundred 
copies of n directory of the residences and 
lodging places, in Philadelphia, of the 
officem and mem hers of the Convention. 

The resolution ws read a second time. 
On tho question of agreeing to the reso- 

Iution, 
Mr. ?irr.ms said : ;\Ir. President: It 

seems to me that this is prenyature,as to 
my oetinin knowledge very many mem- 
Ixrs of the Convention have not selected 
their permanent places of residence. I 
am among the number. 

M P. ‘TISX P r,1,:. I fully agree with what 
leas hcen said by the gentleman who has 
just taken his seat. In fact I know, prob- 
ably, a dozen members of the Convention 
who have not yet permanently located 
thcamselves for its sittings, and I believe 
the Convention would act wisely by de- 
ferring action upon the resolution for at 
least a week or ten days, which would be 
in ample time for a provision of this kind. 
Only last evening I was spoken to by half 
a dozen gentlemen of the Convention who 
stated that they had been umable to pro- 
cum suitable boarding places. They will 
all do so in the course of the next week, 
and were the CZonvention to act upon the 
the resolution now, the probability is that 
the book, as printed, would be useless. I 
hope, therefore, that the subject will be 
postponed, and I move that the consider- 
ation of the resolution be postponed until 
one week from to-day. 

The motion was agreed to. 

WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 

,Mr. MANTOR of&red the following reso- 
lution, which was referred to the Com- 

mittcc on Suffrage, Election and Rcpre- 
sentation : 

Resolved, That the Committee on ~uf- 
frage, Election and Representation be re- 
quested to inquire into and report to this 
Convention whether in their opinion ;L 
provision should be incorporated in the 
Constitution authorizing the women ot’ 
this State to exercise the clcctivc fran- 
chise, when they shall ask that mght by CC, 
majority of ull the votes @en by citizen 
females, over the age of twenty-one rears, 
at an election called for this purpose, at 
which the w-omen alone shall have the 
right to vote. 

>Ir. \\rORHELIA oll’ercd the following 
resolution, which was referred to the 
Committeeon TAegislaturc : 

Resotued, Tlrat the legislative power ~1 
this C’oninlon~vcaltb be vcstod in a Gcu- 
crdl A\ssejelnhIy, which shall corlsist of a 
Hemate and House of Representatives : 
Provided, That no bill shall become a law 
except it pass in e~11 House a reading ii1 
full on three diKerent days, and in each of’ 
such readings, in either House, hc xp- 
pmveti by a majority of all the mcrnhers 
comprising such House. The votes o t 
each House to be determined by yeas and 
nays, and the names of the persons voting 
for or against tho bill shall bc onteretl on 
the Journals of each IIouse respectively. 

Mr. (‘AELTLR offered the following reso- 
lution, which was referred to the Com- 
mitteo on Legislation: 

IZesoZved, That the Committee on Leg- 
islation Ijo instrnctod to inquire into the 
expediency of abolishing cnpital punish- 
ment, and substituting in lieu thereof im- 
prisonment for life, with entire with- 
drawal of the pardoning power, unless in 
such c%lses when innocence may be ja- 
dicially proven after Lnnviction ; and thp 
Legislature shall pass the necessary law6 
to provide for the trial by jury of the 
question of innocenre in such cases. 

Mr. MACCOSNIX,L offered the following 
I-solution, which WAS referred to the 
Committee on Suffrage : 

Resotv&, That in elections by the cjti- 
zens every frc?* person of the ago of 
twenty-one Scars, being a citiircn of the 
United States, having resided in good 
faith and continuously in this Cornmon- 
wealth one full year, and in the electio:\ 
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tlistrict where he or she offers to vote two 
full months immediadely proceeding such 
election, and within two years paid a State 
or county tax which shall have been as- 
sessed at least ten days before the election, 
shall enjoy the rights of an elector : fro- 
vi&d, That a citizen of the United States 
who had previously been a qualifled voter 
in this State, and removed therefrom and 
returned, and who shall have resided in 
the election district and paid taxes as 
aforesaid, shall be entitled to vote after 
residing in the State six months: And 
pl‘ovided further: That females not owning 
taxable property, and persons between 
the ages of twenty-one and twenty-two 
years, being citizens of the United States, 
and having resided in the State and elec- 
tion district as aforesaid, shall be entitled 
to vote, although they shall uot have paid 
taxes as aforesaid. 

This proposition shall, at the same tinle 
tilat this amended Constitution is voted 
on, be voted on separately by the persons 
cnt.itled to vote by the Constitution as it 
now is, and by such females as would be 
entitled to vote if this propositlon was a 
part of the Constitution, except that 110 
female shall be required to have paid 
taxes to entitle her to vote thereon. The 
tickets shall have on their inside the 
words “ for female suErage ” or “ against 
female suffrage,” as the case may be, and 
slyall have endorsed thereon the words 
6‘ female suffrage,” and the names of the 
l~rsons voting on said proposition shall 
be kept on a separate list. If a majority 
of the votes cast on said proposition shall 
be for female suErage said proposit& 
shall be a part of the Constitution, and 
shall take the place of section - of the nr- 
title on suffrage; but if a majority of 
s.iid votes shall be against female surrage 
said proposition shall not be a part of the 
Constitution. 

Mr. BARCLAY offered the following 
resolution, which was referred to the 
Committee on County, Township n:ld 
Borough Officers : 

Resolved, That the Committee to which 
the following resolution shall be referred 
be instructed to inquire into the espe- 
diency of requiring of every member of 
every body of councils, of every city or 
bzrough of this Commonwealth, the fol- 
lt,wing oath or affirmation, which hc 
shall take and subscribe before entering 
up06 his official duties : 

id I do solemnly swear (or aflirm) that I 
will support the Constitution of the 

United States and the Constitution of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, anti 
will faithfully discharge my duties as :I 
member of said councils, according to the 
best of my ability, and that I hare not? 
knowingly or intentionally, paib or cnn- 
tribntcd anything, or made any promis? 

in the nature of’s bribe, to directly or in- 
directly influence or to affect mp Iiomi- 
nation or election to said oflice, and have 
not accepted, nor will accept or receive. 
directly or indirectly, anymoneyor other 
valuable thing from any corporation. 
company or person, uor will I be no:~- 
cerncd or interested in any cmtract, job, 
arrangement or contsivanco thmugh 
which any profit may be made for any 
vote or influence I may give or withholtl 
in reference to any official act.” 

This oath shall be administered by one 
of the judges of the court of common 
pleas; shall be filed and recorded in ~1 
book prepared for that purpose by said 
councils, the record of which shall bc 
compotont evidence on any trial. rZn> 
member who shall refuse to take the 
oath herein prescribed shall forfeit his 
office, and every member who shall 1~ 
convicted in any criminal court of vio- 
lating said oath or affirmation shall not 
only forfeit his office, be punished as 
in other cases of perjury, but shall be tiis- 
qualified thorcafter from holding any of- 
fice of profit or trust in this Common- 
wealth. 

JIr. Consor; ofY?red the following rcsu- 
lution, which was rcforrcd fo the Com- 
mittee on the .Judioinry : 

Resolved, That all judges shall bc 
learned in the lam, and members of the 
legal profession, who, after regular ap- 
prenticeship, shall have been regularly 
admitted to the bar. 

Mr. S. H. Ra~aor,us offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was referred to t,he 
Committee on Taxation : 

Resolved, That all real estate within 
this Commonwealth shall, for the pur- 
posesof taxation, be assessed at its fuii 
market value. 

QnALII~IG~TIONY OF JURORS. 

Mr. H,EVERIN offered the following 
resolution, which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
*Judiciary be instructed toinquire into the 
expediency of amending the Constitution 
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so as to provide that the formation or ex- 
pression of an opinion shall not disqualify 
an.\- citizen from acting as a juror. 

dlso, the following, which was read and 
referred to the Cornmittce on the I311 of 
Rights : 

Rexolved, That the Committee on Bill 
of Rights inquire into the expediency of 
amending the Constitution so as to pro- 
vide that all persons shall be competent 
witnesses in every case and under all 
circumstances. 

Mr. J. P. WETHERILL offcrcd the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was read and 
referred to the Committee on Execx7tive 
1)cpartment : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
IqZsecative be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of adopting the following 
section : 

Tlrat the Governor shall, at stated times, 
receive for his services a ~ornponsatioi~, 
which shall be neither increased or dimin- 
ished during the period, beginning on 
the clay of his election by the people, and 
este77ding through the period for which 
17~~ has heen elected. 

ITDUSTRIAL HTATIS’TICS. 

Jlr. EDWARDS o&red the following 
resolution, which was reitd and referred 
II) the Committee on Agriculture : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Agri- 
cultare, Mining, Manufactures and Com- 
n7erce he reyuostcd to inquire into the 
expediency of reporting tho following, as 
a part of the Constitution : 

It shall be the duty of the Legislature 
t.o establish by law a full and complete 
system of detailed statistics of all kinds 
of manuf&ct.atureP, commerce and agricul- 
ture : also the mineral rcsourccs of this 
(!onl777oii\renlth, to include the quantity 
aiid quality of each, and where located, to 
the end that the people may have a full 
knowledge of the rcso7xces of this Coni- 
Ilro77wealth in all these departments. 

Mr. BRODHEAD offered the following 
re.solution; which was rend and referred 
to the Committee on Legislation : 

Resolved, That the Colnmittee on Lcgis- 
!ation be requested to inquirG into the 
propriety of limiting the granting of li- 
censes for the sale of spirituous, vinous 
and malt liquors in the cities and bor- 
oughs of the State, so that not more than 

one license shall be granted for five h7777- 
dred of popnlation. 

REW STATE: OFFICERS. 

Mr. B0YD otired the following resijlu- 
tion, which was read and referred to the 
Conimittee on the Executive Department : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Executive Department be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of creating 
the following new ollicers : 

One Lieutenant Governor, to be elected 
by the people at large ; one C:ommissione~ 
of Insurance and one Inspector General 
of Iron, to be appointed by the Governor. 

Mr. BOYD also offered the followiug as 
an amendment to the Constitution, which 
was read and referred to the Conlnlittee 
on the Executive Department: 

“The Recretarv of the Co~nnionwealth 
and the Attorney General shall be elected 
by the pcoplc at large.” 

Mr. J. M. WETICER~LL. Mr. President : 
I offer the following resolution, and ask 
that it lie over one day under the rules : 

Resolved. That the rules of the Conren- 
tion be amended, bv adding an addi- 
tional committee, to wit : “ Ko. 28. h (:om- 
mittec of niue on Federal Rclntions.” 

The resolution was laid npn the table. 

Mr. 6. S. Pr;~v~asc~ of%red the fol- 
lowing, which was twice read and agreed 
to : 

Resolved, That the State Treasurer bt> 
requested bo furnish the Convention a 
statement of the amount of interest paid 
annually t n the State debt from 1845 to 
1872, inclusive, showing, specitically, the 
amount duo and paid annually each 
year. 

The PRESIDENT. Reports from stand- 
ing committees are now in order. 

Mr. HAY, from the Committee on Ac- 
couuts and Expenditures of the Conven- 
tion, sltbmitted the following report and 
resolution, which were read by the 
Clerk : 

The Committee on Accounts and Ex- 
pcnditnres of the Convention respectfully 
report : 

That the members whose names are 
upon the following list are entitled to the 
s77ms placed 0ppoAte their rcspcctive 
namrs, for their mileage to and .from 
Hnrrjsbarg, on the first scusion of thr 
C’onvcrrtioii, viz : 
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so as to include the name of Charles Lil- 

gg 4 
ley, who was the sixth boy. 

The PRESIDENT. Sn amendment is not -~.. --_ 
in order. 

W. J. Baer.. . . . . . . . aomeraet..*........ me0 waO O” 
The proper motion would be 

G. J. Barclay. . . . . . . 10 SO to recommit the subject to thecommittee 
J. P. Croomiller.. . . 

Reading . . . . . . . . . . . 103 

Y. F. Elliott . . . . . . . . 
Middleburg _. . . . . 140 14 oo on Accounts and Expenditures. 

Mr. Jos. BAILY. 

That John G. Freeze, formerly a mem- The PRESIDENT. The whole subject is 

ber of this Convention from the Fifteenth entirely out of order. The rules of the 

Senatorial district, is entitled to be paid Convention require that the Committee 

the sum of fifteen dollars, and Daniel L. on Accounts shall examine and report all 

Rhone, formerly a member of this Con- such subjects. If they approve them the 

vention from the Thirteenth Senatorial Convention is then to say whether it shall. 

district, is entit1e.d to be paid the sum of The gentleman can reach his object by 

twenty-two dollars and sixty cents, for moving to re-commit* 
mileage to and from Harrisburg, at the Mr. Jos. BAILY. If I can get the sub- 

tirst session of the Convention. ject re-committed With instructions I am 

That Charles R. Buckalew and C. E. safe. I know what the committee will do. 

Wright, now members of the Convention, I move that the report be referred back to 

are entitled to the sum of fifty dollars for the committee, with instructions to insert 

postage, stationery and contingencies. the name of Charles Lilly. 

They further report that the Chief Mr. KAINE. Allow me to suggest tothe 

Clerk has furnished a list of six pages, gentleman that this can be arrived at by 

who served, according to his oertifi- the unanimous consent of the Conven- 

oste, during. ten days of the ses- tion. The report, I submit, can be amend- 

sion of the Convention at Harrisburg; ed by unanimous consent of the Conven- 
tion, so that this boy’s name can be insert- that the Convention authorized the ap- ed therein 

pointment of but tive pages, and that . I make that suggestion to the 

therefore only that number are en- gentleman from Perry (Mr. Baily.) 

titled to be paid the sum of fifteen dollars Mr. .Jos. BSILY. I think the Conven- 

each, namely : Frank M’Reynolds, John tion will have to settle it. The committee 

M’Tim, Parve11 De France, Charles Solo- cannot settle it nnder the rules unless in- 

mans and John Reese. The committee, strutted by the body. 

therefore, report the following resolution : Mr. KAINE. Mr. President: If there 
is no motion before the Convention I will 

Resolved, That warrants be drawn upon 
the State Treasurer in favor of the per- 

make a motion that the report be amend- 

sons named in the above report ofthe 
ed by the unanimous consent of this Uon- 
vention, by inserting the name of the boy 

Committee on Accounts and Expendi- referred to. 
tures as entitled to be paid the several Mr. HAY. 
sums therein mentioned. 

h’o, and for this reason- 
The PRESIDENT. Debate is not in or- 

The question being, shall the Conven- der, except upon the resolution. The 
tion proceed to the seoond,reading of the 
resolution, it was agreed to. 

gentleman from Perry (Mr. Baily) has 
moved to re-commit this report’ to the 

Mr. Jos. BAILY. Mr. President : There Committeeon Accounts. withinstructions. 
seems to be a difficulty presented here in 
reference to the number of pages. It ap- 
pears there were six little boys who 
served in the Convention while we were 
in session at Harrisburg. By some means 
or other there were six appointed, where- 
as the Convention had authorized the ap- 
pointment of but five. I move to amend 
that resolution. I think it is very hard that 
a little boy should be deprived of his pay- 
the paltry sum of tifteen dollars. I there- 
fore move that the resolution be amended 

from the Convention, to insert the name 
of Charles Lilly. The Chair will read the 
rule : 

“The Committee on Accounts shall ex- 
amine all accounts for expenses and re- 
port upon the same to the Convention, 
whether the same are proper expenses of 
the Convention, and if the same are ap- 
proved by the Convention they shall be 
paid as provided by law.” 

The Chair will say that he feels it his 
duty to adhere rigidly to the rule upon 
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the subject of drawing money from the 
State Treasury. 

Mr. Jos. BAILY. Is the Chair of the 
opinion that the Convention is not compe- 
tent to instruct the committee ? 

The PRESIDENT. Under this rule the 
(‘hair thinks it is not. The Convention 
has to approve the report of the com- 
Inittee. 

l\fr. JOSEPH BAIL>-. Then I withdraw 
mp motion. 

>fr. DARLIX(iTON. I wish to say that I 
will join the gontlcman and all others in 
subscribing any portion. Let us pay the 
11oy out of our own pockets and be done 
with it. 

Mr. ,JOSEP~I FSax~y. Very well, I will 
:lo.ree to that. r- 

Mr. DaRLINcnoa. Send around the 
hat. 

Mr. TExPLE. Mr. President : 1 submit 
thnl there should he an explanation asked 
of the chairman of the Committee 
on -4ccxmts as to th’e reason why this 
little boy’s nnmc is left out. It strikes 
li!e that would be the proper course. 
The chairman of the Committee 011 Ac- 
cmmts ohiccted to the unanimous con- 
sent of the Convention to p:Lss the reso- 
nlutinn of tlx gentlemau from Fayette, 
(Mr. Knine,) and offered to explain 
llia reasrms for doing so. I do not speak 
pcrs;m;dly, but it seems to me that this is 
:I very small business for the Convention 
to undertake, to contribute fifieen dollars 
for the pay of this little boy. The Conven- 
tic,n, I think, should pads the resolution 
of the genileman from Perry (Joseph 
Rail-.) 

lfl-. HAY. 111.. President : I do not de- 
sir0 to be misunderstood in this matter. 
*Ls uhairinun of the Committee On AC- 
oounts it was my duty to prcseut the rc- 

port of that commitlcc. The committee 
rcpnrts in favor of the payment of every 
per;ioll whose employment was author- 
izcd by. this Convention. I don’t think 
this question now mooted can properly 
come up at this time. If it is desired to 
pay any other persons or any other 
amounts tlran thoso named in that report 
of the committee, let a resolution be sub- 
sequently introduced directing lhe com- 
mittce to inquire into the propriety of 
making certain payments, thou the com- 
mittee will take actionupon it. Eut they 
have ascertained that tbc employment of 
but five pages was authorized by the 
Convention, and they report accordingly. 

It is a very small matter, it is true, Mr. 
Prt-iident, but the committee did not feel 

authorized, and do uot now feel allthor- 
ized, to recommeud ally payments not 
previously authorized by the Convention. 
1 think the proper course for the Conven- 
tion to pursue is to adopt the report rmxde 
by the committee, and, if deemed advisa- 
ble, adopt a subsequent resolution direct- 
ing the committee to inquire into the ex- 
pediency or propriety of making the 
further payment referred to. 

The qurstion being upon the resolution 
presented by the Committee on Accounts, 
a vote was taken, and the resolution w:th 
agreed to. 

CITY ICLEC’TIONR. 

Mr. WALKER. Afr. Prcsidcnt : The Co::l- 
mittco on Cities and City Charlers has in- 
structed me to ask that it be relieved of 
the consideration of a bill relatiug to oleca- 
tions in cities of over a hundred thonsautl 
inhabitants, and to ask that tho same he 
referred to the Committee on Elections, 
Suffrage and Rcprcsentation. 

The I'RESID~NT. J1v unanimous cnn- 
sent the committee will be discharged, as 
requested, and the sul>ject matter is rc- 
forred to the Oxnmittee on Elections. 
HntYragc and Rcprcscntation. 

Mr. N:*:wLIN. Mr. President : I am (ii- 
rccted by the Committee on Printing to 
make the following partial report in the 
shape of a resolution. I expected to llnv!> 
been able to make a full report, bat, t,hP 
State J’rinter is not here to sign his c*nn- 

L trac,. Therefore, bp the dir&ion of the 
connnittee, I report only a. part, namely- : 
As to supplying paper. The Convention 
having by its action yesterday struck out 
the whole of the matter regarding paper, 
we have bcon in the position of having :I 
printer but no paper. This resolution; 
provides for that emergency. 

The PRESII~ENT. It can only he intio- 
dnced uow by unanimous consent. 

Mr. Nawr,rh‘. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the Convention to introduce this 
resolution. 

Utzminlous consent, having been given, 
the resolution was read, as follows : 

ResoZued, That the Committee on Print- 
ing make a contract with William .M. 
Harding to supply printing p:iper to tht> 
Convention, for the price specified in hns 
prop3sa1, and of the quality selected by 
the committee. 

The question being, shall the Cvnven- 
tion prxeod to the second reading aud 
oonsiderstion of the res:>lation, it w<Lc: 
agreed to. 
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The resolution was then agreed to. 

HOUSE COMMITTEE. 

,Xx. ADDICKS. Mr. President : I desire 
to call up the rcsalution, presented yes- 
terday by myself, for the Committee on 
Hall. 

The PRESIDEPFT. By unanimous con- 
sent it can he called up. 

Mr. ADDICKS. I ask unanimous con- 
sent for the purpose of consideration of 
that document. 

Unanimous consent having bcon given, 
t!le report was read as follows : 

Resolved, That there be added to tho 
*tanding committees one, to consist of live 
members, to be known as the House 
Committee, which shall have charge of 
all the property in the use of the Conven- 
tion, shall control and direct its subordi- 
nate oflicers and employees in the dis- 
charge of their duties. 

Reuolved, That the Chief Clerk be and 
he is hereby directed to appoint tive ad- 
ditional pages, at the same compennation 
as those already employed. 

Mr. ADDICKS. I desire to add that the 
safety of the property of the Convention 
and the proper direction of the labors of 
the subordinate employees seem to re- 
quire such a committee as that contem- 
plated by the resolution just read ; and 
that in regard to the pages it isabsolutoly 
necessary to have in all ten of them, in 
order to properly facilitate the business 
of the Convention. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. President : It is pos- 
sible I may not have heard the reading 
aright, but if I have it seems to me that a 
portion of that report interferes with the 
proper authority of the President of this 
Convention. I may be mistaken ; I would 
like to hear it read again. 

The report was accordingly again read. 
Mr. MANN. I move to amend the first 

resolution of that report, by striking out 
so much of it as gives “ the control and di- 
rection of the subordinate officers and 
employees of the Convention in the dis- 
charge of their duties.” 

Mr. DALLAS. Mr. President : I supppse 
the amendment offered by the gentleman 
(Mr. Mann) would be entirely satisfac- 
tory to the Committee with a modifica- 
tion, so as to make the resolution read, 
“that the committee shall have charge, 
kc., while the Convention is not m ses- 
sion.” 1 agree with him that when the 
Convention is in actual session the Presi- 
dent ought to have charge, but when the 
Convention is not in session it should be 

somebody’s duty to look afier tlx matter. 
I therefore move to amend, by adding to 
the end of the tirst resolution, as presented 
by the committee, the wordy (‘ when t!lc 
Convention is not in session.” 

The question being upon this amend- 
ment, it was ngroed to. 

Mr. MASN. Mr. President: In order 
that we may see how the resolution now 
stands, I call for the reading of the resolu- 
tion as amended. 

The resolution, asamended, was xc~ord- 
ingly read, as follows : 

Resolved, That there be added to the 
standing committees one, to consist of 
five members, to be known as the House 
(:ommittee, which shall have charge of 
all the property iii the use of the Conven- 
tion; shall control and direct the subordi- 
nate oElcers and employees in the dis- 
charge of their duties xrhen the Conven- 
tion is not in session. 

Mr. MANN. That is not exactly as it 
ought to be, in my judgment. The reso- 
lution, if adopted in that form, will give 
the committee the charge of the clerks of 
of this Convention and of its reporters. I 
don’t think the Conrcntion contemplates 
anything of that kind. So far ao it refers to 
the control and charge of the building, and 
so forth, it isall right; but it extends to the 
control of all the employes of this Con- 
vention. There is no intention, I am sure, 
on the part of any body, to put such power 
in the hands of a committee. I move to 
amend, 1)~ striking out the words “shall 
control and direct the subordinato officers 
and employees in the discharge of their 
duties when the Convention is not in ses- 
sion.” 

Mr. ADDICKS. Allow me, Mr. Prcsi- 
dent, to say just one word here. There is 
not the slightest intention on the part of 
the committee to interfere with the proper 
and just prerogatives of the presiding 
officer. There is no idea whatever ofin- 
terfering with the duties of the clerks or 
any such employees, but merely with the 
subordinate oficers. But if the gentle- 
man who proposes this amendment had 
been with or observed us in the perform- 
ance of our duty he would, I am sure, 
have advocated the passage of the resolu- 
tion as submitted by the Committee. 

The PRESIDENT. The resolntion, as now 
amended, is not in order, as it includes 
words not intended by the committee. 
The gentleman can reach his object by 
specifying what officers or employees of 
the Convention it is proposed to include. 
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Sir. CASSIIIY. Mr. President: Is it in 
Order to move an amendment? Suppoac 
the resolution should read, as for all o& 
ccrs or employees “ other than those 
elected by this Convention;” that will 
c )ver, I think, what is intended. The 
C nnmittee wants, of course, to control the 
a& employees” in the ordinary sense of the 
term. That will not cover clerks, assist- 
ant clerk, sergeant-at-arms or heads of 
departments. 

The PRRYI~DENT, Do you make a mo- 
tion so to amend? 

Sfllr. CAssrnY. I do, sir, if I am in order. 
The question being on the amendment, 

it was agreed to. 
The question recurring on the resolu- 

lion as amended, it was agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT. The question is now 

on the resolution. 
%h. TEMF’LIr:. Mr. President: I desire 

to amend this resolution so as to give 
either the Chief Clerk or the President of 
this Convention power to appoint a suita- 
ble person to take charge of the coat 
room. There is a large number of the 
members of this Convention who think it 
highly important that such a person 
+ould be appointed. We should rcmem- 
ber that we are assembled now in the city 
of Philadelphia, and I believe there are 
outside doors leading into that portion of 
the hall where the coat room is located, 
which permits access to it without the 
necessity of passing through this rhxnber. 
1 learn from some of the officers that one 
of the pages of the Convention is now in 
r.Irarge of that room, and as many mem- 
bers have expressed a desire to have a 
suitable and responsible person appointed 
to perform this duty, I would snggest 
that this power be conferred upon the 
ahief Clerk. 1 therefore oit‘er the follow- 
ing amendment : “And that the Chief 
(:lerk be instructed to appoint a suitable 
person to take charge of the coat room 
connected with the hall of the Conven- 
tion.” 

Mr. COCHRAN. I do not see the necas- 
sity for the adoption of this amendment. 
The coat room is in the charge of a young 
lnan who is perfectly competent to take 
cxre of it. I-k is an excellent young 
man, and is one of the pages. If we ap- 
point five additional pages we can very 
well spare one of the number for the pur- 
~mso of taking charge of the coat room. 

Mr. TEMPLE. If it is in order I tlesirc 
to amend the amendment, by inserting in 
place of the “Chief Clerk” the “Sergeant- 
at-Arms of the Convention.” 

The PRESIDENT. The amendment will 
be so modified. 

Mr. Texrr.~. Mr. President: In refer- 
cnco to continuing the page who now has 
charge of the coat room in that position, I 
havo 011ly to say that he cannot perform 
lhe duties of a page and those which this 
amendment contemplates. I think there, 
should be someperson appointed to whonI 
the members of the (‘onvention can look 
with confidence, and ccrtainlv with some 
hope of having their property’in the roonl 
taken care of. If wc only consider for :S 
moment that during the session of the 
(‘onrention there will be three or four 
thousand dollars worth of property in 
that room, I think it will be apparent to 
all of us that it is one of the most import- 
ant oflices, in a fiduciary way, connected 
with the Convention. ~~ltllougll I do not 

doubt the ability of this page to take 
charge of the room, yet Itnon-ing that 
many of the members hat-c expressetl $1 
desire to have a responsible person ap- 
pointed, I hope the aniendmcnt as molli- 
ficd will be passed. 

The question being on the amendment 
as modified, it was rejected. 

The question recurring on the resolu- 
tion, it was agreed to. 

COXXITTEE ON STATE 1XSTITl:TIONS. 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. President: I now 
move that we proceed to the consideration 
of the resolution to increase the Commit- 
te@ on State Institutions and Buildings. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as Ibl- 
lows : 

BesoZwd, That the Committee on State 
Institutions and Buildings he increased 
to eleven members. 

The question being, shall the Conven- 
tion proceed to a second reading and con- 
sideration of the resolution, it was cle- 
termined in the affirmative. 

The question recurring on the adoption 
of the resolution, it was determined in the 
negative. 

Mr. COCXIRAN moved to adjourn, which 
was agreed to, and the Convention thertt- 
upon adjourned at 1.30 P. M. 
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FRIDAY, Jnthuary 10, 1873. 

The Convention met at twelve o’alock 
M. Prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. 
II. A. Bnardman, as follows : 

0, Thou,whoinhabitethEternityandthe 
praises thereof, we aome into Thy pres- 
ence to lay our morning sacrifice upon 
Thine altar. In the name of our Divine 
Mediator, we .render thanks to Thee for 
the mercy which has spared us through 
another night, for the bounty which 
spreads our daily board, and for the gra- 
cious Providence whioh watches over us 
alike in our waking and in our sleeping 
hours, for the darkness and the light are 
both the same to Thee. Above all do we 
praise, Almighty God, Thy name for the 
great love with which Thou hast loved us 
in sending Thine only begotten Son into 
the world that we might live through him. 
Grant us the gracious aid of Thy blessed 
spirit, that with true penitence and un- 
feigned faith we may receive and rest up- 
on the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior and 
our hope. We render thanks to Thee, 0 
Lord, for Thygreat goodness to the land in 
which we dwell, and we confess, with 
shame before Thee, that we have not ren- 
dered them to Thee again as we ought for 
Thy manifold mercies. We deplore be- 
fore Thee the prevalence of crime and 
sin. Judgment is turned away backward 
and justice standeth afar off. Truth has 
fallen in the streets and equity cannot 
enter. And since Thy servants before 
Thee are called to redress the grievances 
of the people, and if it may be to stay the 
progress of wickedness and sin, we en- 
treat Thee to preside in their counsels, in- 
due them with IIeavenly wisdom, and 
so to direct all their deliberations, that as 
the result of the present session the land 
may be purged from iniquity, and that this 
mercenary greed which has spread like a 
pestilence, even through the high places 
t>f the land, and corrupting even the 
source of political power, may be extirpa- 
ted, lest we be proved a by-word among 
the nations of the earth. Grant, 0 God, 
that Thy servants may so order their 
connsels that the cause of truth, and right, 
and intelligence, and virtue shall triumph 

. 

over all these evil forces that are blinding 
and degrading the country. Watch, we 
pray Thee, in Thy good providence, over 
the absent families of Thy servants. Sur- 
round them with Thy continued care from 
day to day, that they be shielded front 
sickness and death. Let Thy benediction 
rest upon us in all the debates of this 
body, in all its responsibilities and in all 
its cares. Grant us the helpof Thy bless- 
ed spirit, and the sprinkling of the blood 
of atonement upon our hearts and con- 
sciences, for the sake of our ever blessed 
Redeemer. Amen. 

The .Journnl of the Convention was then 
read and approved. 

COMIMITTEB ON HOU,%.X. 

The PRESIDENT. The Clerk will ww 

announce the Committee on the House. 
The CLERK. The House Committee 

consists of the following members, viz: 
Messrs. Addicks, Boyd, Dallas, Stanton 
and Worrell. 

ADJOURNMENT, 

Mr. STANTBN offered the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That when this Convention 
adjourn it be to meet on Monday at 
twelve M. 

The question being, shall the Conven- 
tion proceed to the second reading and 
consideration of the resolution, a division 
was ealled which resulted as follows: 
Affirmative, sixty-six ; negative, twenty- 
three. 

So the motion was agreed to. 
Xr. LILLY. I move to strike out all 

after the word <‘ resolved” and insert the 
following: 

“That when this Convention adjourns 
it will adjourn to meet at two o’clock P. 
M. on Monday next, and that hereafter, 
until otherwise ordered, two o’clock shall 
be the hour of meeting on Mondays, and 
that the sessions of Saturday shall he for 
general debate.” 

Mr. STASTOS. I trust the amendment 
will not prevail. My object in offering 
the resolution was for the purpose of 
giving the members of the Convention an 
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ol)p2rtunitg of Wending the funeral of 
Nr. Gowen to-morrow morning. I under- 
st;u~tl the funeral will take place lo-mor- 
rokv <nornjny, and I am informed many of 
our meml)ers desire to atlcnd it. 

Mr. ALRICKS. I call for a division of 
the qaestion. 

The PRESIDENT. Will the gentleman 
explain how he wishes it divided ? 

Mr. RLRI~KS. I dcsiro it divitlcd so as 
to separate the question of the adjourn- 
Inent of the Convention to meet at twelve 
on Monday from the remainder of the 
nnlel~chiellt. 

T!:e PRESIDEST. The Chair does not 
see how it ran be divided. The qnestion 
is cuti the amendment. 

The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. nARIJNC+TOS. I move to amend, 

by striking ant “twelve o’clock ” and in- 
sert 6Lteu.” 

The amendment ~-as rejected. 
Mr. TI’~~UWARD. I rise to move an 

:umcndment, which I trust the mover of 
the resolution will accept. I lllOVLL to 
amend the resolution, so that it shall read : 
6‘ In order to enable members of the Con- 
vcntion :o attend the funeral of the late 
James Gowen, of Mount Airy.” 

3lr. Stasis. Iaccept thcamendment. 
The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. 1<arxs. I ask leave of absence for 
Mr. Shnrpe, of Franklin, for a week from 
date. Leave was granted. 

Mr. M’ALLISTER asked and obtained 
leave of absence for Mr. Stewart, of Frank 
lin, for a week from date. 

Mr. Ho~vani> asked and obtained leave 
of absence for Mr. Funck, of Dauphin, for 
one week from date. 

Mr. Dunsr~c asked and obtained leave 
of absence for Mr. Pughe, of Luzerne, for 
ih~ ee days from date. 

PAYESQ PAQE CHARLES LILLY. 

Mr ~IARRY WHITE. Mr. President : 
I ask leave to make a statement. 

Leave was granted, and 
Mr. WHITE &id : Mr. President : When 

our present Chief Clerk was elected and 
took his place at Harrisburg he found six 
pages in the employ of the Convention. 
A resolution, passed by the Convention, 
only authorized us to employ fire. He 
did not want to interfere with the nr- 
ratycment made, and allowed the sixth 
page to continue in the employment of 
the Convention, and we received the bene- 
fit of his services. The little bov came 

down here and no provision h:ls bcc:i 
made for him, and for that reason I OR<> 
the following /’ solution : 

Resolved, That the President shall draw 
his warrant on the State Treasurer in fa- 
vor of (‘harles Lilly, who, while the Con- 
\-cntion sat at Harrisburg, actedas ap:tgc, 
for such compensation as the Committee 
on Accounts shall report ho is entitlt,tl to. 

The PRI~SIDFYT. >* This resolution is not 
in 4 lrder. The (Ihnir~~,illobserve that this 
matter was before the House yesterday, 
and it was then suggcstcd by the chair- 
man of the Committoc on Accounts if an? 
Incmber would move a resolntion refer- 
ring this matter to that connnittoc theJ 
wonld act promptly npon it and rcl’ort. 
The Committee reported that theirformer 
action was based on fl rigid principle the> 
had adopted not themselves to report an\ 
expenses for which they had not authorj- 
ty. If the grntleman from Intlian:~ will 
modify his resolutioil it will, no donh:. 
bc acceptable in that shape. 

Mr. Jos. BAILY. Mr. President : Could 
not a majority of two-thirds suspentl thp 
rules ? 

The PRESIUENT. The Chair will ob- 
serrc that upon a trilling matter of i!lis 
kind it is not worth while to break flown 
the guards which hxvc been establishell 
1)~ the Convention for tho protection of 
the Trcasnry. If the door is once oprc:~c<! 
you don’t know where it will stop. 

Does thegentleman frcmIncli:~n:rr~~o~lit~~ 
his resolution so that the qneation of the 
payment of the page be referred to the 
Commiltce on Accounts? 

Mr. IIAI~RY ~~~rrr~n. ;\Ir. President : I 
offer the foilowing resolution : 

Re.soZtxd, That the question of Charles 
IAlly, who acted as a page while the Con- 
vention sat in Harrisburg, bc refcrrod to 
the Committee on Accounts, and that the 
committee have lcilve to sit during the 
session of the Convention. 

The resolution was read a second time 
and agreed to. 

WOMAN SUFFRAQE. 

Mr. M’ALLISTE~ oft’ered the following 
resolution, which was read a second time 
and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the use of the hall be 
granted to the Committee on Suffrage, 
Election and Representation on Wednos- 
day and Thursday evenings next, to af- 
ford the committee and others who may 
attend an opportunity of hearing dele- 
gates irom the different parts of the State 
on the sub.ject of woman suffrage. 
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ELECTION OF REPRRSENTATIVES. ARTICLE -. 

Mr. MANN offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was referred to the Committee 
on Suffrage, Election and Representation: 

Rex&cd, That the Committee on Suf- 
frage, Election and Representation be 
requested to inquire into the propriety of 
so amending section four of the first 
article of the Constitution that it shall 
read : 

‘6 Representatives shall be distributed 
t.hronghout the State as follows: The 
qualified voters of each county shall elect 
one member, and one additional member 
for every thirty-five thousand inhabitants, 
as determined by the preceding census of 
t.he United States. And in countiesen- 
titled to three or more members, each 
voter may cast as many votes for one can- 
didate as there are Representatives to be 
elected, or may distribute the same 
among the candidates as he shall see fit, 
and the candidates highest in vote shall 
I)e declared elected. 

NO TENANCY BY COURTESY. 

&Ir. CAMPBELL oRered the following 
resolution, which was referred to the 
Committee on the Declaration of Rights: 

Resolved, That the Committeo on the 
Declaration of Rights take into considera- 
tion the following proposed section : 

SECTION -. That married women shall 
have the same rights and powers over 
their separate property as if they were not 
married, and no woman, merely on ao- 
count of her sex, shallever be debarred 
from entering into or engaging in any 
lawful pursuit or calling. There shall be 
no tenancy by courtesy in this State. 

SECTION 1. There shall be a board of 

managers of prisons, to consist of five per- 
sons, to be appointed by the Governor, 
by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, who shall hold office for terl 

years, except that the five first appointed 
shall, in such manner as the Legislature 
may direct, be so classified that the term 
of one person so appointed shall expire at 
the end of each two years during the first 
ten years ; and vacancies in the offices af- 
terward occurring shall be filled in like 
manner. Such board shall have the 
charge and suprintendence of the State 
prisons, and shall possess such power and 
perform such duties in respect to the 
county jails, the local or district peni- 
tentiaries, and other penal or reformatory 
institutions within the State, as the Leg- 
islature may by law impose upon them. 
Such board shall, from time to time, 
elect a secretary, wbo shall be removable 
at their pleasure, who shall perform such 
duties as the Legislature or the boarcl 
may prescribe, and shall receive such 
salary 3s the Legislature shall determine. 
The members of the board shall receive 
no compensation other than reasonable 
traveling and other expenses while en- 
gaged in the performance of official duty. 
And the Legislature, at its first session 
after the adoption of this Constitution, 
shall limit the amount of such expenses, 
which limit shall not be changed except 
at intervals of five years. 

PRISON REFORM AND DISCIPLINE. 

l\lr. WHERRY offered the following, 
which was referred to. the Committee oli 
State Institutions and Public Buildings. 

WHEREAS, The supreme end of prison 
discipline is the reformation of the crirnl- 
Ill1 : 

SECTION 2. Such board shall appoint the, 
warden, (or chief officer,) the clerk, phy-- 
sician and chaplain of each State prison, 
and shall have power to remove either ot 
such offices for cause, only after opportu-- 
nity to be heard in his own defence, upon 
written charges. All other officers of each 
prison shall be appointed by the w-ar- 
den (or chief officer) thereof, and shall 
be removable at his pleasure. 

And whereas, The two great obstacles to 
prison reform in this State are: First, 
the want of centralized control and su- 
pervision ; and, second, the instability and 
consequent incompetency of administra- 
tion. 

SECTION 3. The Governor may remove 
either of the managers of prisons for mal- 
feasance or misfeasance in office, after. 
having furnished him with a copy of the 
charges against him, and giving him an, 
opportunity of being heardin his defence.. 

ResoZved, That the Committee on State 
Institutions and Public Buildings be di- 
.rccted to examine, and, if in their judg- 
ment expedient, report the following ar- 
ticle, unanimously recommended by the 
Sational prison association of the United 
States, to wit : 

13 

CAPITOL AT PHILADELPRIA. 

Mr. BOYD offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was referred to the Commlt- 
tee on Public Institutions : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pub- 

lic Institutions be requested to inquire 
into the propriety of introducing into the 
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(‘onstitution of this Rtatc the following 
&use, in substance : 

“The city of Philadelphia shall here- 
after bc the Capital of the State.” 

PAY OF STENOGRAPIIERS. 

Mr. BOWXAX offerccl the following reso- 
lution, which was twice read and agreed 
to : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Ilc- 
counts be and they are hereby instructed 
to settle the accounts of A. X. Martin and 
II. J. Mason, for reporting the procced- 
ings of this Convention during its session 
nt Harrisburg. 

IZGISLATIVE AIV?ORTIOS3IEKT. 

Mr. DA4RLINaToN offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on the Legislature : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
1,egislature be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of so amending the.Con- 
stitution as to provide that Senators and 
Representdives shall be apportioned every 
ten years, according to the population as 
ascertained by the census.. 

PARTIAL FEfifAIJG SUFFRAGE. 

l\lr. PARs0n-s 0fYerod the following rcso- 
ulion, which was read and referred to the 

(‘ommittee on Suffrage : 
Resolved, That the Committee on Suf- 

lLage be requested to inquire into the es- 
pediency of proposing the following 
amendment : 

‘1 That all female citizens of this Com- 
Inonwenlth, over the age Of twenty-one 
years, who have paid taxes, and who shall 
have been assessed, shall have a right to 
vote at all elections for school directors, 
and shall be eligible to the office of school 
tlircctor. 

YUPREAXME C’OCRT REPORTER. 

Also, the following, which was read ant1 
rcfcrred to the Committee on the Judi- 
c%iary : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
.I utlicinry be requested to propose the fol- 
lowing amendment : 

“That the judges of the Supreme 
Court shall appointa reporterof theirdeci- 
sions, who shall hold his office during 
tllc pleasure of the court.” 

,%ESPONSIRILI’TY OF CORPORATIOY.‘. 

Mr. ALRICIES offered the following rcso- 
Iution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Constitutional Sanctions: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Con- 
rtitutional Sanctions inquire into the es- 
l~etlicncy of so amending the C’onstitn- 

tion that hercaftcr no corporation shall 
bc permitted to limit or impair, by con- 
tract, its responsibilities at common lax. 

Mso, the following, which was rcfcrretl 
to the Committee on Public and Muni- 
cipal Debts : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pub- 
lic and Municipal Debts and Sinking 
Funds be rcqucst,ed to inquire into the 
expediency of so amending the Constitn- 
tion that no county, township, school dis- 
trict, city or municipal corporation shall 
be allowed to become indebted in any 
mnnncr, Or for any purpose, to any 
amount, including municipal indebted- 
ness, in the aggrcgatc cscocding ten per 
cent. on the raluc of the taxable property 
therein, mcnsured by the last assessment 
for State and county taxes next preccc~tl- 
ing such assessment. 

I.IJIITIKG SCXnER OF -4I’PRBh‘TICES. 

l\[r. STasrroN ofrered the following reso- 
lution, xv-hi& was read and refcrrcd to 
the Committee upon Legislation : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Lcgis- 
lation be requested to inquire into thr 
cmpedicncy of reporting a proposition, as 
an amendment to the Constitution, pro- 
hibiting any art, trade or association, 01 
any combination of mechanics or others;, 
from making limitations upon the num- 
ber of apprentices that may be cmployetl 
by any master or association for the pur- 
pose of carrying on any art, tr:ltlc or 
mystery. 

TRIAL CY JI!RY. 

Xr. MICTZ~;ER offered the following 
resolution, I\-hich was read and rcfcrrctl 
to the Committee on Bill of Kights : 
. Resolved, That the Committee on thcb 
Bill of Rights inquire into the propriety 
of so amending article nine of the Consti- 
tution that the accused, in all criminal 
cases whcrc the ofl’ence charged is of Icm 
grade than a felony, sha.11 bc tried by :I 
jury without an indictment or prcscrrt- 
ment by a grand jury; but in all other 
~03~s the law shall remain as heretofor?. 

Also, the following, which was rcfcrrctl 
to the Committee on Suffrage : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf- 
frage be requested to inquire into tho pro- 
priety of reporting an amendment to the 
Constitution excluding from the right ot 
suffraga all persons convicted of perjury, 
bribery, fragdulcnt voting or corruptly in 



CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 1% 

Ilucucing any elector at any election to vot,c 
for any candidate who, having been an elec- 
tion oilker, shall have been convicted of 
any fraud or corrupt practice while hold- 
ing the election. 

ELECTION PRECINCTS. 

Mr. CASSIDY offered the following res+ 
Intion, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Elections : 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. 

Mr. BROOXALL ofl’ered the following 
resolution, which was referred to the Com- 
lnittee on the Judiciary : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Judiciary be requested to inquire into the 
expediency of providing that the courts 
of common pleas shall from time to time 
select, out of the persons elected as jus- 
tices of the. peace and aldermen, those 
best qualified, on proper examination, for 
the office, not to be less in number than 
one to every one thousand of population, 
to whom commissions shall issue ; also, of 
providing that such justices of the peace 
and aldermen shall be paid a salary, and 
shall be prohibited from taking any fees 
or costs, and that the amount of such snln- 
rics shall be received and paid in slid 
county or city by a tax in the nature of 
costs received upon all suits before said 
officers. 

Resolued, That the Committee on Elect 
tions bc requested to inquire into the CX- 
petlicncy of incorporating into the Consti- 
tution a section providing that it shall be 
the duty of the county court of common 
pleas to excrciso jurisdiction in any city of 
fifty thousand inhabitants and upwards, LV 
SW that such city is divided into elec’sio:l 
districts not exceeding one hundred elec- 
tors each, and vesting said court with au- 
thority to arrange a district whenever auy 
election shall show a greater number oi 
votes polled in one-district than one hun- 
dred. 

Also, the following, which was read antI 
referred to the Committee on Cities am1 
City Uhart,ers : 

PURI~IC FUXDS. 

Also, the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revenue, Taxation 
and Finance : 

Resobed, That the Committee on Rove- 
nne, Taxation and Finance be requested 
to inquire into the expediency of provid- 
ing that the State Treasurer shall cause to 
DC published, at least once in every three 
mouths, a statement OF the amount of pub- 
lic funds, where the same are kept or de- 
posited, whether on interest or otherwise, 
whether any profit has been made out of 
the same during the preceding lhrec 
months, and if so to what amount and fol 
whose benefit ; and also to provide that 
the public funds, as far as possible, 1~. 
kept at interest for the benefit of the State, 
upon sufilcient collateral security, to cou- 
sist only of Unitecl States or State bonds. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Cities 
and City Charters be instructed to repor: 
upon the expedienc.y of abolishing, in 
cities containing over one hundred thon- 
saud inhabitants, the offices of aldermerl 
and justices of t,he peace, and providing 
for such legislation as shall be necessary 
to divide said cities into districts aa near 
as may bo of equal population, and pro- 
viding for the election, in said districts, of 
judges, lenrncd in the law. none of whom 
shall be less than thirty years of age, and 
have been a prnctising lawyer in the 
Supreme Court of the State, said judge 
to exercise the jurisdiction now held by 
the aldermen, with the additional right 
to cause a jur,y of six persons to assemble 
on t~he demand of any of the parties in 
c4vil cnses, and to have such summary 
jurisdiction in criminal cases, as may by 
future legislation be referred to them ; the 
s-tlxries of said judges to be fixed by thz 
councils of said cities, and the fees for scr- 
vices performed by said judges to be pai: 
into the tressmy of said cities. 

CAI'ITAI, AT 1IhRRISCURG. NEW COGNTIES. 

Mr. JOIIN 3%. BaILY offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was read and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Insti- 
:utions : 

Resolced, That the Committee on Public 
Tnstitutions be requested to inquire into 
the propriety of reporting a constitutional 
provision, in substance, as follows : 

ARTICLE -. Tho seat of government 
+a11 be and remain at the city of Harris- 
burg. 

Mr. DK;SSING offered thefollowingros,- 
lution, which was referred to the C’om- 
mittoe on Couutics: 

RcsoZwd, That the Constitution be s:) 
ameuded that any county in this Com- 
monwealth, containing au area of no; 
loss than nine hundred square mil4 
shall be susceptible of division, provids:l 
the territory proposed to be erected ints :L 
now county shall contain not less than 
four hundred square miles, nor less 6 1zn 

. 
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fifty thousand inhabitants. The Lenisln- 
t:& shall, on application of the citizens 
of’ the proposed new territory, not oftener 
than once in three years, authorize the 
electors of said proposed new county to 
dctcrmine, by ballot, the question of such 
di\-ision. 

ATTORNRT GINERAI, AND SMcRETART OF 

STATE. 

Mr. BEEBE offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on the Executive Department: 

Resohed, That the Committee on the 
Executive Department be requested to 
inquire into the expediency of making 
the otllces of Attorney General and Sccrc- 
tary of the Commonwealth electiG. 

CONDZMNIXG PRIVATE PROfERTI-. 

Mr. HUNSICKER offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Railroads and Canals: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Rail- 
roads and Canals be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of so amending the 
Constitution so that in all questions of 
damage, arising from the taking or dam- 
aging of private property for public use, 

‘the right of appeal from any mode of as- 
sessment of damages provided by the 
Legislature shall exist, so that it can 
finally be tried before a jury of twelve 
men under the direction of the court as in 
other cases. 

T‘IIE DEBATES . 

Mr. LILLY offered the following reso- 

1 Ition, and moved that it be referred to 
1 he Committee on Printing : 

Resohed, That each member of this 
(‘onvention be supplied with fir0 copies 
of the sheets of the Debates of this Con- 
F-9ntion. 

Nr. WHrrF 1. Mr. President : Before 
that motion is put I think it would be 
~011 for the Convention to know what 
policy the Committee on Printing con- 
tomplates on this matter of the extra 
Ilumber of copies of the Debates. I should 
I)e glad to hear from the chairman of the 
(‘ommittee on Printing, if hc is in the 
House, on this subject. 

Mr. CO~IIRAN. The chairman of the 
committee being absent I will say, as I 
Ilave the misfortune to be on that com- 
Illitteu, that the committee has contem- 
ij!atcd famishing four hnndred and 
ctighty copies daily of the Debates of the> 
(‘onventiou the day after the debates 
have taken place. We could not expect 

!he printer to do this’ at once, but in a 

very few days the whoic m:%chinerv wili 
be in order; 

The question being upon the second 
reading, and reference to the Committec~ 
on Printing and Binding, it was agreed 
to. 

PEACE SOCIETY MI4xORI*L. 
Mr. .J. P. WETIIERII.~,. I ask uuaui- 

mous cBnsent to introduce a memorial 
from the Pennsylvania Peace society. 

Iinanimous consent having been grant- 
ed, the memorial was read as follows : 
To the President and Members of the bon- 

stitulional Convention of the Slate of 
Pennsylvania : 
The Pennsylvania Peace so&ety rcspeci- 

fully submit, and earnestly recommend, 
the following amcndmenta to the Consti- 
tution : 

Amend Art. I, (Legislative p:~er,) by 
adding the following section : 

“The Legislat,ure shall have no power to 
enact any law imposing death asa penalty 
for the punishmont of any crime commit- 
ted within the Commonwealth.” 

Amend Art. II, section seven, (Powers 
vested of the Goverllor,) by striking out 
the whole section, as follows : 

“He shall be commander-in-chief of the 
army and navy of this Commonwealth, 
and of the militia, except vhen they shall 
be called into the actual service of the 
United States.” 

hmcnd Art. VI, section two, (Militia,) 
by striking out the following: “The free- 
men of this Commonwealth shall be arm- 
ed, organized and disciplined for its de- 
fence when and in such lnltllner as IIUL,I 
be directed by law. Those who conscion- 
tiously scruple to bear arms shall not bc 
compelled to do so, but shall pay an 
equivalent for personal service,:’ and sub- 
stituting the following, to conform with 
section third, articleninth, (Declaration of 
Rights,) which declares : 

“That no human authority can, in any 
case whatever, control or interfere with 
the rights of cunsciencc. No citizen 
whose convictions arc opposed to war.i 
ancl iQ$tings shaIl IX compelled to bcal 
arms, or to pay any equivalent or t:nu lbr 
a refusal to do so.” 

On behalf of the society. 
LUCRI<TIA MOTT, 

President. 
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Nr. J. P. WETHEBILL. I move that 
the subjects and articles in that memorial 
be referred to the appropriate committees. 

The articles were so referred. 
Article I. Tu the Committee on Legis- 

lation. 
Article II. To t.he Committee on the 

Executive. 
Article III. To the Committee on Mili- 

tia. 
Article IV. To the Committee on the 

Declaration of Rights. 
WOMAN SUFFRAGE PETITION. 

Mr. BROOXALL. I ask’unanimous con- 
sent to introduce a memorial, and ask 
that it be referred to the Committee on 
Suffrage. 

Cnanimous consent having been grant- 
pd, the memorial was read, as follows : 
To the Con.statwtional Convention of the State 

of Pennsylvania : 
As on-half of the adult citizens of 

Pennsylvania are now deprived of the bal- 
lot, and being thus disfranchised are gov- 
erned as an inferior class, compelled to 
obey laws, in the making of which they 
have no voice, and are subject to taxation 
without representation in thegovernment, 
the Pennsylvania Woman Suffrage asso- 
ciation respectfully petitions your honor- 
able body to amend section one of article 
three of the present Constitution, so as to 
secure perfect equality of citizenship wit,h- 
out distinction of sex. 

W’e also ask to be heard by you in sup- 
port of this petition, at such time and 
place as shall be deemed proper. 

X4RY GREW, 
President. 

AsNIE SHOEYAIZER, 
8ecrdary. 

Referred to the Committee on Suifrage. 

COXMITTEE OF THE STATE. 
Jir. KAINE offered the following reclolu- 

tion, which was laid over for one day, un- 
der the rules: 

Resolved, That a committee of five be 
appointed, to be called the Committee of 
the State. 
ANXULMEXT OF XIARRL4QE CONTRACT. 
1lr. Ross offered t!le follow’ing resolu- 

tion, which was read and referred to the 
(‘ommjttee on Legjslation: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Leg- 
islation be requested to inquire into the 
expedienoy of so amending section four- 
teen, article one of the ConsZitution that 
the same shall proyide that the Legisle: 
tore shall not have power to annul the 
trontract of marriage in any case. 

ZlUPREME JUDGE% 

Mr. J. N. PURPIANCE orered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary : 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee 
be instructed to inquire into the erpedi- 
ency of proposing the following amend- 
ment : 

That the State, for the purpose of elect- 
ing supreme judges, shall be divided into 
three districts, of as near equal population 
as practicable, to be called the Eastern 
district, Middle district and Western dis- 
trict. That the Supreme Court shall con- 
sist of nine judges, three of whom shall 
be elected in each district by the qualified 
electors thereof,.and at the elections to-bc 
held after the adoption of this Con&it:+ 
tion, each elector +a11 be entitled to 
vote for only tn.0 persons. The said 
judges to be elected by the qualified 
electors of the districts aforesaid, when 
vacancies shall exist by reason of expira- 
tion of the terms for which the present 
judges of the Supreme Court are elected 
and commissioned. 

CONSOLIDATION OF RAILROADS. 

.3fr. BARCLAY offered the following 
resolution, which was referred to the 
Committee on.Railroads : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Rail- 
roads and Canals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of inserting in the 
new Constitution the following articles : 

PITo railroad corporation shall consoli- 
date in stock, property or fradchises with 
any other railroad corporation Owning a 
parallel or competing line; and in no cast 
shall any consolidation take place except 
upon public notice, given of at least sixty 
days, to all stockholders ia such manner 
au’ may be provided by law. 

No railroad corporation ahall issue any 
stock or bonds except for money, labor or 
property actually received and applied to 
the purposes ,for which such corpora- 
tion was created, and all stock dividends 
and other fictitious increase of the capital 
stock or indebtedness of any such corpo- 
ration shall be avoided. The capital 
stock of no railroad corporation shall be 
increased for any purpose, except upon 
giving sixty days’ public notice in such 
manner as provided by law. 

GAMBLERS. 

Mr. LEAR offered the following resDlu- 
tion, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Impeachment and Removal 
from of&e : 



Resolved, That the proper committoolx 
Instructed to inquire into the cxpedicncy 
of i77serting in the new Cowtitntion an ar- 
ticlc providingthat no person shall hold 
any oficc of trust or proiit in the State of 
Pennsylvania who shall bc an habitnal 
or professional gambler, awl the I,egisl:+ 
ture shall provide by law for the mode of 
tic tcrmining, by iquisition, at the rela- 
Lieu of any citizen of the Com~no77~~-caltl~, 
whether any person holding an olfice as 
at’oresnid, and legally chargwl with being 
an habitual gambler. 

iW-XICIPAI, ISDI:Bl’EDNES‘i. 

Mr. LAMBERTOS o?kred the folkwing 
wsolution, which was refcrrcd to the 
( ‘onnnittee on Public and Mnnicipsl 
ikbts : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pub- 
lic: and Municipal D‘obts be instructed to 
inquire into the expediclxy of reporting 
;I provision to limit theamouut of indebt- 
~~tlness which shall be incurred by coun- 
ties, cities and boroughs. 

Mr. JOIIX R. REED offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was referred to the 
(‘rnnmittee on Private Corporations : 

Resolved, That nolaw shall be passed by 
the Ckmeral Assembly gm7!tinfi the right 
construct and operate or extend a railroad 
within any city, town or incorporated vil- 
lage without requiring the consent of the 
10~1 authorities having the control of the 
slrccts or highways propowl to be occu- 
l’icd bv such milroad. 

TI;:NCRE OF PUBLIU TB73ISVBERS. 
Also, the following, which was referred 

to the Committee on Counties, Townships 
and Eoroughs : 

Resolved, That no person who may hcrc- 
after be a collector or holder of public mo- 
neys shall be rc-elected to the same posi- 
tion, nor shall he be eligible to any office 
of trust or profit until he shall have ac- 
counted for and paid over, according to 
law, all sums for which he may be liable. 

ELECTION OF DISTBICT JULK?CS. 

Mr. 8. II. REYNOLDS offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was rcferrcd to the 
Jndiciary Committee : 

Resolved, That the Clommittec on Judi- 
ciary shall report an amendment to the 
C’oustitution providing for the election of 
t--o law jndges in Bach judicial district of 
the State wlwre the l~ol~77lation does not 
exceed one hnndred thousand, said 
judges to be elected as jury commission- 
ers are now rlected ; and to provide 

fr7rther for the olectionoftlircol:a~r judgcq 
ill each judicial district Tvhero the l>ol,l~- 
lation esreeds one hnndrotl thons:mtl, ti) 
be elected as the district clelqatcs to thi+ 
(‘ol~vclltioll \vcI‘c clwtcd, nntl further t<: 
provide for the districting oL’c:~)untics :~71,1 
cities so as to carry the iix2goinf illto f’i: 
f&. 

Mr. DAI<T,IXQTOX oil’ered the followirlq 
rwol77tion, which w:~s referred to the (I;)r~l. 
mittec ou the~lkccutivct Dopartiucnt : 

Resolved, That the Ikecativc C’ornmit- 
tee be instructed to rcporta constitution::1 
provision for filling vacancies that *n:r:, 
occt7r in the office of Stat0 Trcasurfr. 

Xr. DsFRah-cI2 otfercd the following 
resolution, which was referrod to the CO!II- 
mittee on Legislation : 

Re,~oZved, That the standing Committc(~ 
on Legislation bc rcspcctfully rcqncstetl 
to consider the propriety of prohibitin: 
the Legislature from p.7sririg anp Ian. 
limiting the smol7nt of damages in snit:; 
brought against railrond compx7ic~, (I,)- 
ing busi.nesJ within this C’o~nirlonwc~~l:l~. 
for personal injuries or loss of life arisiii;: 
front the ncgligcnco of said roads ~vliil:: 
used as common carriers. 

Also, the following, which was rcfcrred 
to the Comlnittcc on Suffrage : 

Resolued, That the standing Committee 
on Snffmgc be requested to wnsidcr thl, 
propriety of adopting the prrfcrcllti:il 
mode of voting for the clec!iou of con711y 
rx3mrnissioners and county anditors. 

Mr. Jorrr s. P[-,7\-T,W~‘I: ol~ercd t1te 
following resolution : 

Re.solved, That the C:hief (‘lcrl; 1~ :::I- 
thorized to appoint two ad~litional p:~:_r~s, 
at the same per diclli i9lnpensLtion il. 
thxt already fixed for tl:c lqes hcr2tl)- 
fore appointed. 

On the question of l)roceetlin: to the 
second reading of tho rcsolutioll, it w7.s 
de&mined in the neg:Ltivc‘. 

~STYLE OF OI.‘VIC’I17, 7~oCI~.)I1~:x’r,~. 
Mr. MrxoIz offered the following row- 

lntion, which was referred to the <‘olli- 
mittcc on Legislatio71. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Lrg- 
islatL7re bc req”ested to inquire into ilw 
propriety of so changipg the Constitution 
as to provide that the sty10 of process nn~l 
olRcin1 doc~7ments shall Ix “ State of 
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Pennsylvania” instead of I‘ Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania.” 

Air. HAY. Mr. President: The Com- 
mittee on Sccouuts and Expenditures 
respectfully report the following resolG- 
tion : 

Resolved, That a warrant be drawnin 
favor of CharlesLilly forthe sum of fifteen 
dollars, in payment of services rendered to 
the Convention as page at the Harrisburg 
session. 

The resolution was twice read and 
agreed to. 

Mr. Dar,r.hs. I move that the Convcn- 
tion adjourn. Lost. 

LR.4T'E OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. l%ABRY WIIITE asked and obtained 
{cave of absence for Mr. Pinney, of Cbar- 
field. 

Mr= DARLINGTON asked and obtained 
leave of absence for Mr. Boyd, of Norris- 
town. 

Mr. BEEBE asked and obtained leave of 
ohsence for Mr. Qailoy, of Huntingdon. 

('OMXIT'TBE ON Fl$DERAL RELATIONS. 

Mr. J. >I. \??ETnBRILL. Mr. President : 
I rno\z that the Convention proceed to 
the consideration of the following resolu- 
tion offered by myself yesterday in refer- 
enrc to an additional Committee on Fed- 
eral Relations : 

Resolved, That the rules of the Conven- 
tion be amended, by adding an additional 
f’ommittee on Federal Relations, to con- 
sist of nine members. 

The resolution was read a second time. 
Mr. DARLINGTON. lwould like toask 

the gentleman what tho duties of thi% 
additional committee will bo. 

Xr. .T. nr. WETHEMLL. I will state to 
the gentleman that it has been customary 

0 for many years both in our State Legisla- 
ture, and in the Legislatures of most of 
the other States at their annual sessions, 
to consider the relationship of the State 
and Federal governments. This provision 
is made, and while it is snnctioned by law 
it appears clear to me that it is always 
wise to cnnsider the relations which we 
bear to the Federal government. I have 
had considerable hesitation in introduc- 
ing this resolution, becauss I think it is n 
matter which requires the attention of the 
older heads in the Convention, and my 
object in introducing it has been with re- 
feronce to a recent important event, which 
has occurred in a sister Commonwealth, 
wherein the Constitution established by 

the people, under the protection of the 
Federal government, has been, by the 
power and authority of this latter govcrn- 
mcnt, subverted and overthrown. I think 
that incident is one of sufficient import- 
ance to call for some consideration by this 
body ; but whether it would be advisable 
to elipress any opinion in reference to these 
relations it wilk be for that*committee, i: 
appointed, to consider. I do not desire, 
and perhaps it would be improper, to en- 
tcr into a consideration of the reasons 
influencing me in oRering the resolution, 
and I therefore will, with the permission 
of tho Con>-ention, at present decline to 
do so. 

The question being on the adoption of 
the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were required by 
Mr. J, M. Wetherill and Nr. J. P. Weth- 
erill, and were as follow, viz : 

YE:BS. 

Messrs. Rlricks, Armstrong, Bajly, 
(Perry,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Boyd, 
Brown, Buckalew, Cassidy, Church, 
Clark, Collins, Carson, Craig, Cronmiller, 
Cuyler, Dallas, Dimmick, El& Ewing, 
Fell, Gibson, Gilpin, Hanna, Ilay0 Haz- 
zard, Hemphill, Hevorin, Hopkins, How- 
ard, Hunsicker, Kaine, Knight, Lamber- 
ton, Lear, Littleton, M’Clean, M’Cullocb, 
M’Murray, Patterson, D. W., Patterson, 
T. H. 13., Purman, Purviance, John N., 
Read, John R., Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, 
S. H., Ross, Sharpe, Simpson, Van Reed, 
Wethcrill, 6. M., Wetherill, John Price, 
Wherry, Woodmard and Wright--54. 

XAPS. 

Messrs. hchenbach, sndrems, Baer, 
Bannan, Barclay, &artholomew, Beebe, 
Black, Charles A., Bowman, Broomall, 
Campbell, Carey, Carter, Cochran, Cor- 
bett, curry, Curtin, Darlington, Davis, 
De France, Dodd. Dunning, Edwards, 
Elliott, Finney, Fulton, Funck, Guthrie, 
Horton, Landis, Lawrence, Lilly, M’Allis- 
ter, RIaoConnell, Mann, Mantor, Metzger, 
Minor, Mott, Niles, Palmer, G. W., Pal- 
mer, 1-I. W., Parsons, Patton, Porter, Rey- 
nolds, James L., Rooke, Runk, Russell, 
Smith, Henry W., Stanton, Stewart, Tem- 
ple, Walker, White, David N., White, J. 
W. F. and Meredith, President--57. 

So the resolution was not agreed to. 

Mr. Huasrclrsx moved to adjourn, 
which was agreed to, and the Conr-entim 
thereupon adjourned at 1.45 I’. 11. 

- 
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FIFTEENTH DAY. 

MbNDAY, Jawmy 13, 1873. 
The Convention met at noon. 
Rev. Dr. Bonrdman offered prayer, as 

follows : 
Oh, Thou, who makest the outgoings of 

the morning and of the evening to rejoice, 
we render thanks to Thee for the mercy 
which has spared us, for the bounty which 
spreads our daily boards, for the goodness 
which surrounds us with unnumbered 
means and sources of culture and enjoy- 
ment. “Bless the Lord, Oh, our souls, and 
orget not all His benetlts !” 

We render thanks to Thee for a day of 
rest and worship. We thank Thee that 
amidst the bounties of Thy hand, the 
Sabbath was made for man, that it comes 
to us to interrupt the current of our 
ear1 hly thoughts, turn off our minds from 
the seen to the unseen, from time to eter- 
nity, and to invite us to communion with 
our own hearts and to fellowship with 
God, the Author of our spirits. May the 
savor of our Sabbath services abide with 
us throughout the week. May Thy ser- 
vants here assembled realize Thy pres- 
ence and remember their accountability, 
not merely to the people of this Common- 
wealth, but to the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords. And since our wisdom is 
foolishness and our strength is weakness, 
in Thy great meroy, wilt Thou endow us 
with wisdom from on High. Make them 
men who shall have undemtanding to 
know what shall be done for the well- 
heing of our beloved land. So order their 
counsels, so direct all their deliberations, 
that their influence shall tend to the de- 
pression of the ignorance which dishonors 
and the vice which defiles the land. 
Purify the land from intemperance, pro- 
faneness and Sabbath breaking, and from 
discord, faction and molence. 

Preside in the councils of the nation. 
Rule over our rulers and bless our coun- 
try with universal peace and harmony. 
-May the animositiesand estrangementsof 
the past be buried, and may all the peo- 
ple of these several Commonwealths be 
united in individual respect and confi- 
dence, and be animated by a sincere and 
paramount concern for the welfare of bu- 
manity and to the glory of Thy Holy 

name. Send forth Thy light and Thy 
truth throughout the earth, and may des- 
potism and oppression in every land give 
place to true enlightened liberty, and 
may pure and undefiled religion be estab- 
lished among all the nations. 

Hear the voice of our supplioltions, and 
let Thy presence and benediction be with 
US in the services of this ?lay. Our Pa- 
ther who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on eart,h as it is done in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 
Thine is the kingdom, t.he power nnd 
the glory, forever. Amen. 

APPROVING THE JOURNAL. 

The Journal of t,he proceedings of Fri- 
day was read and approved. 

-4 QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 

Mr. KAIKE. I rise, Mr. President, to a 
question of privilege. I was shown on 
Saturday evening a copy of a daily paper 
published in this city, called the Publie 
Record, in which I was reported as hav- 
ing oflered a proposition to remove the 
Capitol of this State from Harrisburg to 
Philadelphia. If the reporter who made 
that report is now here I desire him to bc 
corrected. I do not desire to be placed 
in so ridiculous a position before the peo- 
ple of the State. Having uniformly op- 
posed the adjournment of this Convention 
from Harrisburg to Philadelphia, I do not 

I 

desire to be placed before the people of this 
State as having offered a resolution, or an 
amendment or a proposition to amend the 
Constitution, to remove the Capitol of the 
State from Harrisburg to this city when 
everybody knows that I am opposed to it.. 

XEW YORK CONSTITUTIOXAL CONMISSION. 

ThePRESIDENT. TheChairhasrcceived 
a communication from the secretary of the 
New York Constitutional Commission, eu- 
closing a resolution of the Commission, 
which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows : 
Resolved, That the Clerk of this Com- 

mission be directed to forward to the Con- 
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stitutional Convention now in session in 
Pennsylvania the printed proceedings and 
documents of this Commission. 

HIRAM CALKINS, 
Clerk. 

SALE OF INTOXICATINCi LIQUORS. 

Mr. BEEBE oH’ered the following peti- 
tion, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Legislation : 

The undersigned, citizens of Emlenton 
and vicinity, Venango county, Pa., in said 
State, respectfully represent that the sale 
of intoxicating liquors as a beverage is the 
principalsourceof crime,immorality, pov- 
ertg and social disorder in our midst; and 
that we believe the preponderating senti- 
ment in our State is largely and strongly 
against any sale of such beverages, and 
therefore invite your immediate attention 
to this subject, and most earnestly pray 
that your honorable body will ei ther insert 
a clause prohibiting the sale of all alcoholic 
beverages in such Constitution as you may 
prepare, or that you submit a separate 
clause of like nature to the people, which, 
if receiving the requsite vote, shall become 
a part of the Constitution. 

And as in ‘duty will ever pray. 
Signed by sundry citizens of Emlenton, 

Pa. 
Mr. LAWRENCE also offered a petition 

upon the same subject from citizens of 
Washington county, which was referred, 
without reading, to the Committee on 
Legislation. 

POWELL DEFRANCE. 

Mr. STANTON offered the folbwing reso- 
lution, which was twice read and agreed 
to : 

Resolved, That Powell De France be 
employed by this Convention to take 
charge of the coat room, and he shall re- 
ceive the sum of two dollars per day. 

ELIGIBILXTY OF MEMBERS. 

Mr. .J. M. PURVIANCE offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was read and 
referred to the Committee on Offices, &c. : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Com- 
missions, Offices, Oaths of Office and In- 
compatibility of Office be instruoted to 
inquire into the expediency of proposing 
a provision in the Constitution to the 
effect : “ That no member of this Conven- 
tion shall be eligible to any office created 
under this Constitution, or where the 
tenure and mode of holding office and 
choosing officers shall be changed ,from 
appointment by the Governor to election 
by the qualified voters of the State : Pro- 

vided, That this amendment shall only 
apply to the first election to be held after 
the adoption of this Constitution. 

SEOLECT OF OFFICIAL DUTY. 

31r. JOHNP. WETHERILL offered the 

following resolution, which was read and 
referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Judiciary be requested to examine into 
the expediency of amending the Consti- 
tution by the following section : 

That the councils of any city of over one 
hundred thousand inhabitarits, with the 
view to the more certain prevention, if 
abused, that may occur by t,he dcrclic- 
tion of duty of any officer elected by them 
or under their control, or of any member 
thereof, and for the correction of the 
same, may have power, in any investiga- 
tion thereof, to compel the attendance of 
witnesses, examine them under oath, and 
to send for such books and papers as may 
be necessary to prove the truth or falsity 
of the charges made. The wilful making 
of a false oath by the witnesses shall be 
consideredperjury. Shouldtheoommittee 
having the examination in chargedemand, 
the mayor of the city or the judge of anv 
court thereof shall issue subpmna and, if 

necessary, by attachment, compel the at- 
tendance of witnesses. 

Should the oficer be convicted of any 
infamous crime the office held by him 
shall be declared vacated, and he shall 
not be eligible to any office of trust or 
profit under the city government. 

STREET RAILWAY. 

Mr. D. C. K~~~~~offeredthe following 
resolution, which was to be referred to 
the Committee on Railroads and Canals. 

Resolved, That no law shall be passed 
by the Legislature granting the right to 
construct and operate a street railroad 
within any city, town or incorporated 
village without requiring the consent of 
the local authorities having control of the 
street or highway proposed to be occupied 
by said street railroad. 

JOURNALS OF CONVENTION. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE offeredthe follow- 

ing resolution, which was twice read and 
agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the COUI- 

veution is hereby directed to forward a 
copy of the daily Journal of this Conveu- 
tion to the Commission on the Constitution 
of New York, now in session in Albany. 
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GRAND JURY. 

lfr. Umm~ offered tho following r~?solu- 
:iou. which was read and rcfcrrctl to the 
(‘o:umittee on the Judiciary. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
.!utliciary be instructed to inquire into 
ti~o cspediency of abolishing the prcscnt 
,gand jury system. 

Mr. CEEnm also offered the following, 
which was read and referred to the Com- 
lnit,tec on Education : 

Rc.soZved,.That the Committee on Edu- 
cation lx instructed to inquire into and 
,cporl to this Convent.ion as to the follow- 
ing article, to be inserted in the new Con- 
stitution : 

*.There shall he n Suporintcndcnt of 
l’rthlic Instruction, who shall be olccted 
at the same time, manner and tcrnl as the 
(;ovcrnor, whose powers, duties and com- 
l~‘:ls:%tion shall bc prescribed by law.” 

MY. R.~~~LAY oflbrcd tho following reso- 
lutia)n, which was rend nnd refcrretl to 
tilt* (‘02nmittee on IMucation : 

IZ~oEvcd, That the Committee on Edu- 
c&ion be instructed to inquirct into the 
cxpkxiiency of inserting iI1 the new c’on- 
stitntion thofollowing :trtic>le : “The I,cg- 
i:,i;rtnre of Pcnnsg-l\-anin shrill, at the first 
sic~s40n after the adoption of the Constitu- 
tic,3l, require, by lax, that every child of 
srllli(9eut mental and physical ability 
rl~a!l bc compelled to attend the public: 
whnt!!:; during the pcriotl hctween the 
:;qc> of six and eighteen gears, for 3 tcrlll 
-<if at 1cast two ycxs, unless cduc:atcd 1, 
ot,iwr means, and parents and guardians 
shal! :lot be allowed to pcrnlit their chil- 
(lnt11 and wards to grow up in ign~~mnce 
:I ntl \agr:mcy. 

Mr. ~l.~cC!~yiv~~r, ofrerecl the following 
vutiolution, which was read and referred 
tj, the Conunittec on Ueclarntion of 
Itl4lts : n 

liesoivec?, That the Committee on I)ecla- 
ration of Itights be instructed to inquire 
into and report whet,her the article con- 
t:tined in the neclarntion of Rights should 
IV made the first article of the Constitu- 
tion. 

Mr. MArxon offered the following rcso- 
lution, which was twice read : 

BesoZved, That the Committee on Print- 

ing bc rcq!Lcsted to inquire into and report 
it to this Convention whether, in their 
judgment, it would he expedient to for- 
ward by mail one copy of the daily Jo~I: - 
nal and Debate to cnch ncwsp~pcr pnk- 
lished iu the State during the session o! 
the Convention. 

Mr. HARRY WIIITE. Mr. President: 
*ks this question of printing is under co*!- 
sideration, I would ask, for the informa- 
tion of the Convention, the reading of the 
resolution authorizing the chairman of 
the respective committees to hn~c thck 
printing done for the benefit of the con+ 
mittces. 

The PRESIDEIYT. The Chair thinks it is 
hardly relevant to the sulrjed. 

llr. IIARRY \vHITE. I desire to cslI~h~ 
attention of the Convcntionnow toanother 
fact in relation to theprintingqncstion. I 
bclicrc there was a resolution passed llwt 

the other clay authorizing the chnirmcn 0t 
the respectirc committees to bitye tlW 
resolutions printed for the use of the tom- 
mittces. Sow I hold in my hand one 
tiie, which may be called nbill file, print- 
(4 npoll most cscellent paper, ant1 of 
the ~1110 size used in the Ikgislntur(~ 
and in C’ongrcss for printed bills. It is 
ccrtninl\ a very cspcnsivc methotl ot 
printing. I also hold in n1?; hancl $121 
other form for lxintcd resolutions, pro- 
l~oscd for the USC of committees, whicii 
seems to mr to hc much the more ccon- 
omknl method, and will answ~ the pur- 
lmse rltlitc as well, the ollject ciesircfl to 
bo pained being for the information of 
the (‘onvex&ion and the corrmlittccs, :md 
not for the pnrposc of inscrtillg nlllc~rltl- 
111e11ts. 

‘6 hnd one copy be sent to the (&~verno:~ 
and the heads of departmcnls of State!, at 
IIarrisbltrg, and one copy to each ~ll~nli)er 
of the State I,cgislaturc.” 

to m&e one remark, which is simply this : 
I do not wish to increase the expenses of 
the Convention byofkriny thisrcsolution, 
but I am x+ry well aware that there is 3 
large reading community that isnot in rc- 
ccption of the claily papers. The count> 

that I represent has throc daily lx,perJ 
and scvcn weekly papers. vd70 get the 
proceedings of this Convention from day 
to day ; but I offer this resolution Inore 
particularly because there nre counties in 
this Commonwealth who will not be in 
reception of this information, and I dcuire 
sentiments of this Convention shall pass 
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into the hands of the people of the State, 
RO that they may have the bcnofit of them. 

hfr. WOODWaRD. Mr. President : I 
wish to inquire of the mover when me 
map expect to see these daily reports OW- 
selves. Ever since we met at Harrisburg 
resolulion upon resolution has been sub- 
mittcd 03 the subject of printing these 
l)cbatcs, and we have been told, I know 
not how many times, that we should have 
a daily record of our proceedings. We 
hnve a corps of reporters here, and I know 
not how many printers, but I have yet to 
set the first specimen of a daily report of 
our pmceedings. Before 1 can volt in- 
telligently upon the proposition to send 
topics of our proceedings all over the 
world, I qant to know what t.hey look 
like. I Xvant to see some copies of these 
proceedings. I have never seen them@. 
I should be glad to have from the gentle- 
lnan who moved the resolution, or some 
one else, some information on this snbjcct 
of printed Debates, and when we can see 
ihem. When I see these proceedings in 
print, I can tell better than I nom can 
whether it will bc well to send copids of 
them through the country. I do not un- 
dcrstand the process of the reporting and 
printing of the Debates of this body. WC 
have employed so much machinery on 
them that the whole matter is beyond my 
comprehension. I have been looking day 
after day for the results of all this ma- 
chinery but without avail. If there is 
any daily record of our proceedings, 1 
would like to see it ; if not I would like, at 
lcast, to know when we may expect it. 
Without this information I cannot vote in- 
telligently on the snhject of this resolu- 
now before the Convention. 

Xr. hfANTOR. Mr. President : The in- 
formation for which the gentleman calls 
is, I suppose, to be had somewhere, but so 
far as I am individually concerned I am 
in just the same position as the gentleman 
himself. I have *sat here day after day, 
my soul yearing for just this information, 
nud crying out : L6How long, 0, Lord, how 
long ?” I know nomore about it than does 
the gentleman himself. 

i\lr. KAINE. Mr. President : I would in- 
quire of the gentleman from Crawford 
(Mr. Mantor) about how many papers 
there are in the State which are supposed 
to be included by the scope of the rcsoln- 
tion. I want to know how many copies 
of the Debates it will take to supply every 
papor in this Commonwealth. I know 
there are several counties in this State in 
which there are no daily papers publish- 

ed, hut I venture tosay that every meckl) 
paper published in this State will rcceivcl 
the proceedings of this C’onvention front 
the daily reports, made by the pai1er.s oi’ 
this city, long before they could reccivc- 
the of&&l copy from I-Isrrisburg. There 
is not a paper in the State that desires to 
print, entire, the proceedings of this bocl~ 
as they are oficially reported. Thesendws- 
papers cannot do it; they have neither the 
time nor the space. They will, however, 
have the proceedings as pablishod by thta 
city papers. There is not a paper printed in 
the State that does not receive a half-dozen 
of the daily papers of Philadelphia, Pitts- 
bnrg and other cities much earlier than 
they will get the official proceedings from 
our printer at Harrisburg. I amtherefore 
ol~posccl to t.he resolution, as I am of the 
opinion that it is trouble fir nothing. 

. 

Mr. LILLY. Mr. President : WC have a 
very intelligent Committee on Printing, 
and I think it would be well for us to havoc? 
the opinion of that committee on this mat- 
ter. 

Mr. C!O~IIRAK. Mr. President : The 
chairman of the Printing Commitee i,Q 
not, this morning, in the Convention, aud 
in his absence I would like to say a few 
words bearing on this subject. 

It will be apparent to cvcry gentlem:m 
here, upon a moment’s reflection, that 
there has been very little time for the 
completion of all the necessary arrange- 
ments in this matter. It will be remon,- 
bered that the mnttcr of who should do 
the printing of the Convention was dc- 
tided only a few days ago. That solcctiorl 
was the first employment of any one t.9 
do our printillg. It was not until Friday 
afternoon that the reports of the dcb‘ltes 
of the session of this Convention which 
was held at Harrisburg, by the gcntlemerl 
first employed by the Secretary of that 
Commonwealth to do the reporting, 
reached this body. That matter w::s 
placed in the hands of the priuter this 
morning, and we have reason to bcliere 
that all that matter will be printed am1 
laid upon the desks of the members by 
the close of this week or the beginning 
of next ; and when that has been done I 
think we can expect thdt the order of the 
Convention will bc complied with, 
namely : That the proceedings be Init1 

upon members’ desks every morning. 

The practical difficulty has been to get 
the machine into working order. That 
machinery is now started in running order, 
and it will, doubtless, be kept as actively 
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at work 8s the necessities of the case de- 
mand. 

Mr. Hay. Mr. President : I desire to 
move a reference of this matter to the 
Committee on Printing, for this reason : 
It will be the duty of that committee, 
doubtless, to make arrangements with 
the printer by which he will be required 
to furnish a certain number of copies, 
daily, of the Journal of this Convention. 
I do not suppose any member now knows 
how many copies will be needed, accord- 
ing to this resolution. Hence, I consider 
it a matter which it will be better for the 
Committee cm Printing to take into con- 
sideration. I therefore move that it be 
referred to the Committee on Printing. 

The PRESIDENT. That is the position 
of the question as it now stands, xccord- 
ing to the resolution itself. 

Mr. I3a~n. I move to indefinitely post- 
pone the mat,ter. 

Mr. LANDIS. Mr. President: I sin- 
cerely hope that this matter will not be 
postpoued ; for while I have been here I 
have lem spoken to by a number of gen- 
tlemen representing the public preRs 
who have desired that some method 
should be adopted by which the country 
pros.. should be informed of the proceed- 
lngs of this Convention. 1 think it is 
well to refer the m&or to the Committee 
on Printing. Let them consider it and 
report whether it would be expedient or 
not. The country press should be in- 
formed of the proceeding of this Conven- 
t.ion, and copies of the official reports are 
the most efficient for that purpose. There 
are many counties of this State where 
they do not receive the da.ily papers, ahd 
where the people have to depend upon 
the woekly press for information. By 
supplying the copies of the official pro- 
ceedings direct from the Convention the 
people will have a better chance of seeing 
in their 10~~1 papers what is being said 
and done here than they will by any 
other means that can be adopted. I 
therefore favor the original resolution. 

The question being upon the indefinite 
postponement of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were required by 
,Mr. Lilly nncl Mr. M’hlurray, and were 
as follow, viz : 

PEAS. 

Messrs. User, 13lack, Charles A., Brod- 
head, Broomall, Brown, Carter, Church, 
Clnrk, Collins, Corbett, Croumiller, Cur- 
tin, Darlington, De France, Dunning, 
Gilpin, Hemphill, Hopkins, Howard, 

Iiaine, Lawrence, Long, M’Culloch, Pal- 
mer, G. W., Patterson, T. H. B., Porter, 
Purman, Purviance, Sam’1 A., Read, Jno. 
R., Ross, Russell, Smith, Henry W.. 
Walker, Wetherill, dohn Price, White, 
David S., White, Harry and Woodwart 
-36. 

7s A Y 8 . 

SIessrs. Achcnbach, Addicks, Alricka, 
Baily, (Perry,) Baker, Barclay, Bardsley, 
Beebe, Bowman, Campbell, Carey, Gas- 
sidy, Cochran, Craig, Curry, Dallas, 
Dodd, Elliott, Ewing, Fell, Guthrie, Hay, 
IIazzard, Heverin, Horton, Knight, Lsn- 
dis, Lilly, Littleton, M’hllister, &X’C:lexll, 
M’Connell, M’Murray, JlacVeagh, Man- 
tor, Kiles, Patton, Pnrviance, John K., 
Reynolds,‘ James L., Runk,’ Simpson, 
Struthers, Temple, Wcthcrill, .J. M., 
White, J. W F., Worrell and hlercdirh, 
President-47. 

So the motion was rejected. 
The question being taken on the resoln- 

tion, a divisiou was called, which resulted 
as follows : Ayes thirty-nine ; noes thir- 
ty-six. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

BOARDS OF ARBITRATI6N. 

JIr. CAMP~RLI. oiferod the following 
resolution, which was rcferrod to ttrc! 

Committ‘eo on Industrial Interests nntl 

Labor : 
Resolved, ThaL the Committee on In- 

dustrial Interests inquire into the oxpe- 
diency of having boards or juries of arbi- 
tration constituted for the settlement of 
all disputes between workmen and their 
employers. 

PUBLISEIINO NAMES OF ABSENT OR NOX- 

TOTIX‘CI MEMBERS. 

Mr. TEXPLE offered the following reso- 
lution, which was laid on the table : 

Resolved, That when the Yeas and nays 
are called on any question the Clark shall 
be required to enter upon the Journal the 
names of all the members of the Conven- 
tion, as well those w-ho vote as those who 
are absent and those who do not vote. 

DIVISION OF TIIE STATE. 

Mr. DE FRANCE ofFered the following 
resolution, which was referrod to the flom- 
mittee q,n the Legislature : 

Resolved, That the standing Committee 
on the Legislature be respectfully request- 
ed to consider the propriety of placing in 
the Constitution a section, in substance, 
as follows : That provision shall be made 
for a division of the State into seventeen 
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parts of contiguous territory, as nearly 
equal in inhabitants as possible, without 
dividing counties or wardsor cities. That 
each one of these equal divisions be al- 
lowed to elect three Senators, to serve the 
State four years, and nine Representatives, 
to serve the State for two years, and said 
Assembly so elected shall meet bienni- 
nlly. 

LEAvE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. HEMPHILL asked and obtained 
leave of absence for Messrs. Hunsicker 
and Corson, of Montgomery. 

Mr. RUNE asked and obtained leave of 
absence for Mr. Ainey. 

Mr. ACIIENBACH aslred and obtained 
lcave of absence for Mr. Hall. 

RIOHTS OF RESIDENT SHIPPERS. 

* M~.LANDIS offered the following reso- 
lution, which w7as referred to the Com- 
mittee on Railroads : 

Re.soZved, That the Committee on Rail- 
roads be requested to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of so amending the Constitution 
as to provide that the Legislature shall, by 
law, prohibitrailroad companies from pre- 
ferring foreign shippers to shippers resi- 
dent within the State in furnishing the 
means of transportation of freight. 

FUNDINo PURLIC DEBT. 

Mr. BARDSLEY offered the following 
resolution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Railroads : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Mu- 
nicipal Debts be directed to report a sec- 
tion in the new Constitution prohibiting 
any city, county, borough or township 
from funding any debt to a, greater amount 
than twelve per cent. of the assessed value 
of the real estate in said city, county or 
township. 

BTYLB OF COMMITTEE PRINTINO. 

M~.HARRYWIIITE offered the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved, That such printing asshall be 
ordered by the respective committees, in 
pursuance of the resolution for that pur- 
lH>se, passed on the 8th inst., shall be. 
printed on unsized paper, with long primer 
type, and not in the form nsed for legis- 
lative bills. 

The resolution was read a second time. 
Mr. DARLINOTON moved to refer the 

resolution to the Committee on Printing. 
The qnestion being taken, the yeas and 

nays were required by Mr. Harry White 
and Mr: J. R. Read, and were as follow, 
viz : 

L 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Achenbach, Addicks, hlricks, 
Baily, (Perry,) Rarclsy, Beebe, Bowman, 
Brodhead, Broomall, Brown, Campbell, 
Carey, Church, Clark, Craig, Cronmiller, 
Curry, Curtin, Dallas, Darlington, De- 
Frsnce, Dodd, Elliott, Ewing, Gillin, 

Guthrie, Hay, Hazzard, Hemphill, :Hev- 
erin, Hopkins, Horton, Howard, Knine, 
Lawrence, Lilly, Littleton, M’Allist.er, 
M’Clean, MacConnell, M’Culloch, MMur- 
ray, JiacVeagh, Mantor, Minor, Mott, 
Niles, Palmer, G. W., Patton, Porter, Pur- 
viancc, John N., Purvinnce, Samuel A., 
Reynolds, James L., Ross, Runk, Russell, 
Smith, Henry W,, Struthers, Temple, 
Wetherill, J. M., Whim David N. and 
White, J. W. F.--G% 

NAYS. 

Messrs. Baer, Baker, Rardsley, Black, 
Chas. A., Cochran, Collins, Corbett, Fell, 
Landis, Long, Patterson, T. H. B., Pur- 
man, Read, .John R., Simpson, Walker, 
Wetherill, John Price, White, EIarry, 
Woodward, Worrell and Meredith, Pr& 
den&-20. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

COURTS OF CONCILIATION. 

Mr. DARLIN~TON offered the follorviug 

resolution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judioiary : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Judiciary be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing courts of con- 
ciliation. 

LIjlITIso LEQISLATIvE CIIARITABLE AT- 

PROPRIATIONS. 

Mr. MINOR offered the following reso- 
lution, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Legislation : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis- 
lation be instructed to inquire into the 

expediency of so amending the Conntitu- 
tion as to provide that the power of the 
Legislature to make appropriations in aid 
of charitable institutions shall hereafter 
be limited to those which are under the 
exclusive care and control of the State. 

Mr. HE~~~~~offeredtliefollo~viI~greso- 

lution, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Legislation : 

ResoZued, That the Committee on Leg% 
lation be instructed to inquire int.0 the ex- 
pedioncy of providing an amendment to 
the Constitution for the abolition of all 
usury laws and prohibiting their future . 
enactment. 
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Sir. TE~WI~E. Idesirc to ask the sc!c,,ntl 
rc::ding of the resolution oflYxw1 IJJ- lile :I 
f’cv morncnts np, which is now oil the 
Clerk’s table. 

The resolution was read by the Clerk, 
::s follows : 

Resolved, That Ii-hen tho yens and nays 
arc cnlled on any question, the Clerk shall 
ho rcquircd to enter on the Jonmnl the 
nxmcs of all the members of the Convcn- 
tion, as well those who vote as those ~-ho 
arc! absent md those who do not vote. 

On agreeing to the resolution, the yens 
and nays were rcqnired by Mr. Tcmplc 
and IGr. DC Fmnce, and were as follow, 
viz : 

Y 12 A s. 

Messrs. Baer, Bnily, (Perry,) Baker, 
13.arcla,y, 13:~dsley, Bcclx, Black, C’hnrlcs 
-k., Broomnll, C:unpbell, Cnrcy, C’arter, 
Church, Collins, Corbctt, Cnrry, De 
France, Elliott, Ewing, Gilpin, Rap, Hnz- 
xrd, Horton, Landis, Lilly, Jl’Allistcr, 
M’Culloch, X’Jlurr~y, 12I:u~tor, Palmer, 
G. W., Pattcraon, T. IT. 13., Pnrtcr, l’nrvi- 
:tnc”, JohnN., Read, .Jolln R., Ross, Rnnk, 
llusscll, Silnlxon, S1nith, Henry TIT., 
‘1’cm1a?, TT’cthrrill, J. JI., W‘Yetherill, 
.John Price, White, J. IV. F., ~\~ootlr~-:-:lrtl 
2nd Jlcreclith, ~residcnt-44. 

N A Y 8 . 

Messrs. hchcnbnch, -\dtlicks, .\lricks, 
Bowman, 13rodhcx1, 13ron-n, (‘lark, (‘och- 
ran, Craig, Cronillillcr, Dnllns, D::rlington, 
Dodd, Fell, Gnthric, Hcrerin, ICopkins, 
Kzaine, Knight, T,awc!neL’, Littleton, 
Lmg, M’Cleau, MacConnell, M~\~cngh, 
Minor, RIott., Xiles, P.ttton, Purman, l’ur- 
rinncc, Samuel A., Reynolds, James I,., 
Struthers, Walker, WI&c, IIarry and 
1Vorrell--36. 

So the resolution was nyrocd to. 
,\BSENT on SOT vo,r1xci.-Messrs. Ai- 

ney, Andrews, Armstrong, 13nilcy, (IInn- 
tingdon,) Bannan, Bnrtholomow, Bicldlc, 
Black, J. S., Boyd, BLlcliiilew,Cassicly,Cor- 
son, Curtin, Cuyler, Davis, Dimmick, Dun- 
ning, Edwnrds, Ellis, Finncy, Funck, Fnl- 

ton, Gibson, Gowen, Hall, IIannn, Harvey, 
IIemphill, IIomard, Hunsicker, Lsmber- 
ton Lear &VCan~nnt, hIann, Metzgar, 
Ne&lin, Palmer, I-I. W., I?uxonh, Patter- 
son, D. W., Pughe, Reed, Andrew, Rey- 
nolds, 8. II., Rooke, Sharpe, Smith, II. 
G., Smith, W. II., Stanton, Stewart, Tur- 
rell, Van Reed, Wherry, White, Dxyitl 
X. and Wright--83. 

Mr. Brzou~&;a~. Mr. Prc?sident : Arc 
resolutions still in or&r f 

The PI:X~:SIUIZW. The tilnc for rcsolu- 
tiol:s is passed. I3y lcnvc of the Convw:- 
tion thf resolutio:l will bo rewivc~i. 
[Consent.] 

Resolved, ‘I!hat the Committee on Tax.t- 
tion, Revennc and Fin:lnco be rcquest:~ti 
to inquire into tlic policy of providing Ihr 
a general and uniform system of valnation 
of 211 the real mid p~rsonnl cstatc in the: 
Cotilrnonme~lt~ll, under onth and \I-i:h 
proper penalties for false rctnrns, upon 
which v:tlantion i’. tax of a certain namlicr 
of mills per dollar, as may be dcsignatc;! 
l)y State, connty and mnnicipnl authori- 
tics as necessary for their parposcs, sh:i!i 
be laid and collected by the county al:- 
thorities ancl paid over to the State a:ltE 
municipal treasurers. That in inakin:< 
such valnation the market value of tit<: 
property shall be the standnrtl ; that I:‘) 
property, rc:tl or personal, shall pay mow 
ih:ul one tax ; that all incumbrances ah:Ll! 
b2 deducted frown snub uluntion :tn<i 
taxed in the hnnds of the owners thcrcof : 
that all corporations shall bo tared, whcr: 
feasible, throngh the capital slack in t.h(s 
hands of the hol(lcrs thereof, a:ld thxt ::I! 
special taxes be abolished, bat the Legi+ 
latnre mny provide for the p,nymcnt 0P 
liconsc fees by the various trades and oc- 
cnpations for St,atc, countg and nl~lriivi- 

lxx1 purposrs. 

Mr. Bowxas ofI’crec1 the followilJg 
prcamblc and resolution, which mere read 
:und rcferrcd to the Committee on Edncz- 

tion : 

W\;nERI!XS, The permanency of 021 
form of govcrnmcnt, as ~vcll as the lib- 
erty, prosperity nncl happiness of our pew 
plc, clepend upon the education of t!r:l 
youth ; therefore, 

12esoZvec2, That the Committee on Etin- 
cation take into consideration the pw- 
priety of so changing the Constitution as 
to provide for n s>_\-stem of comp~~iwr~- 

education. 

Mr. ;\l.\cVsac;u. Mr. Presiclcni. !1 
there are no moro rcsolatiorJs I move t:rcz 
C:oiivention do now adjourn. 

The motion 7~:~s not agreed to. 
. 



CONSTITUTIONAL CONVEXTION. 

DIRECTORY OF MEMBERS. 

Jfr. TE~WLE. Mr. President : There! 
leas a resolution olfered here during last 
meek authorizing the Sergcnnt-at-Arms 
to prepare a directory, giving the names 
and residence of the various members. 
Upon my motion it was indefinitely post- 
poned, and I have b&en asked by the 
mover of the resolution and ask to have 
it considered. 

The question being, shall the Conven- 
tion proceed to the second reading of the 
resolution, it was not agreed to. 

COMXZITTEE ON THE STATY. 

&fr. KAINL Mr. President: I move 
that the Convention now proceed to the 
consideration of the resolution ofFered by 
myself on Friday last, providing for the 
appointment of a Committee on the State. 

The PRESIDEXT. The Clerk will read 
the resolution for information. 

The CLERK read, as follows : 
Resolved, That a committee of five be 

appointed, to be called the Committee on 
the State. 

The question being, shall the Conven- 
tion proceed to the second reading of the 
resolution, it was agreed to ; and the reso- 
lution was again read. 

Mr. LILLY. Mr. President : Some of us 
would like to have a little information as 
to the nature of the work to be performed 
by this new committee. I cannot imagine 
what the duties of that committee would 
be. We have now about forty commit- 
tees, more or less, and it stems to me if 
we create any more ou+ strength, instead 
of being concentrated, will be so diffused 
that it will be impossible for us to come 
to a speedy conclusion of our labors. 

Mr. KAINE. If the gentleman mill 
wait for a moment, until the Chair an- 
nounces that the resolution is before tbc 
Convention, I will explain. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair announced 
that the resolution was before the Con- 
vention. 

Nr. KUNE. There are some subjects that 
ought, in my opinion, to come before this 
Convention, in some shape or other, for 
which there is no appropriate committee. 

Two propositions were offered a day or 
two ago relative to the Capitol of the 
State ; one that it should be removed from 
Harrisburg to Philadelphia, and the other 
one that a provision be inserted in the 
Constitution that the Capitol of the State 
should remain at Harrisburg, perma- 

. nently, forever. Those propositiohs were 
referred to the Committee an Public In- 

stitutions and Buildings. 1 apprc:l<~:!~l, 
sir, that that committee is not an appro- 
priate committee for the consideration ctf 
a subject of that kind. I think it was nol 
contemplatccl in the formation of tbai 
committee that it should consider s:~lb- 
jerts of that kind, but more npproprintcly 
public institutions, snch as penitentiaries, 
kc., that belong peculiarly to the State. 

I think a committee, such as I propose 
by the resolution, should be appointed, 
and to such a committee should l)e rc- 
ferred subjects of that kind. I did pr+ 
pose, myself, if a proper committee was 
appointed, to present a proposition ;n 
have a clause inserted in the Constitution 
fixing the boundaries of the State as thr? 
arc nom established by law. nfter the 

‘adoption of the Constitution of Ii90 thr% 
very first act of Assembly that was pasvetl 
was with regard to the seal of this State. 

Thnt art is prefaced by a preamble, set- 
ting forth that the Convention that frametl 
the Constitution of 1590 neglected to insert, 
anything in the Constitution with regartl 
to the seal, and therefore it became ncces- 
sary for the Legislature to pass a:i a~: 
npon that subject. I think that some- 
thing with regard to the great seal of tb:, 
State should be put into the Constitution. 

That would be a proper subject for the 
consideration of t,he committee that I pro- 
pose. We have two seals belonging to 
this State, the greater and the iesser WX~. 
An act of Assembly was passed in EN. 
by which the Secretary of the Common- 
wealthwas directed to have the great weal 
of the State recordecl. There is nothing 
on r.ecord in the State Department with 
regard to the lesser seal, whichis atised 
to many documents. 

We have in this hall, just over your 
head, Mr. President, the flag of the Union : 
we have the coat of arms of the city of 
Philadelphia; we have the flag and the 
coat of arms of the Commonwealth 0: 
Pennsylvania. I have been unable to tint1 
anything on record .anp where in regard 
to the establishment of that coat of arms 
or the establishment of that ilag. Th:~t 
matter was brought to the considcmtion 
of tho Legislature a few years ago by the 
Executive of the State,‘but it received no 
attention at their hands. I would h3VO 

this Committee to say something on th;S 
subject. At any rate I, for one, would dc- 
sire to place in ihe Constitution of the Sta:c 
something in regard, at least, to the pnblir 
seal of this Commonwealth by which 
all the documents of the State are ren- 
dered fully official and complete. It is, 
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therefore, sir, for the purpose of consider- 
iug this subject, and subjects of kindred 
importance, that I propose to raise this 
c~ommittec. 

Air. DALLAS. I move to amend, by 
striking out the word “State,” and insert- 
ing in lieu thereof the words “ miscell*- 
IICOLB subjects.” I do not know that 
when the vote comes to be taken upon the 
final resolution I shall vote for it, eveu if 
It be amended as I now propose, for I 
think we have quite enough committees 
alreadi in this body, and it cannot be ob- 
jectionablo to refer, as they have been re- 
ferred, the resolutionsalready introduced 
aild spoken of by the gentleman debating 
this point. I do not think that the Corn- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Institu- 
tions is so over-burdened with work that 
it will be put to any inconvenience by a 
reference of the matter. Still, ifit be really 
necessary to have a committee for such 
subjects, or, indeed, for any possible sub 
jccts not already fully provided for, let us 
have a committee that will obviate the nc- 
ccssity for any further committees. If the 
resolution is to pass at all, which I do not 
urge, let it be passed in the form in which 
I have amended it. 

Mr. WOODWAIZD. I have heard, with 
great respect, the revolution and remarks 
of the gentleman from Fayette, (Mr. 
Kline,) but I do not think either of the 
resolutions should be adopted. 

Let us look at the reasons given lor 
recommencling the appointment of this 
colnmittee. The question of the removal 
ot’ the Capitol from Harrisburg to Phila- 
tlelphia is one. That is an iudependent 
subject, and already, perhaps, under the 
consideration of some committee. I think 
it is a subject worthy of some considera- 
tion. 

I thought this morning when my friend 
lnxde his personal explanation, that if he 
(Mr. Kaine) shall never fincl himself re- 
ported as advocating any proposition 
more unreasonable than the removal of 
t,he Capitol to Philadelphia he will not 
Irave much to complain of, although I do 
Ilot know that I would myself vote for 
the removal if the qucstioncame up. All 
I sa:; now is, that it is not at all worth our 
while to appoint a committee. on the sub- 
jcct. 

Another reason assigned for the ap- 
l)ointment of this new committee is that 
it may define the boundaries of the State. 
Whatever may have been the difficulties 
had in the early history of the Common- 
wcaith on the qucstiou of boundaries, 

these boundaries are now fixed-unalter- 
ably fixed. For my part I do not care 
whether the Constitutionof the State says 
anything on the subject or not ; the boun- 
daries are certainly fixed by legislation 
and negotiation with adjacent States, 
and by the fixing of the boundaries of 
these other States ; for if the boundaries 
of the surrounding States be definitely 
fixed ours must be so. ‘When the boun- 
dary betweenNew Jersey and Pcnnsyl- 
vania-the middle of the Delawaro river 
-was fixed by negotiation, that fixed the 
boundary of Pennsylvania in ono dircc- 
tion at least. The Delaware river is there 
still, and likely to flow on as long as time 
lasts, and in that direction, certainly, 
we cannot change our boundary any 
more than we can change our boundary 
on the Ohio river, or our boundary on 
Lake Erie. It is not intended for this 
Convention tore-open questions that have 
been decided. We are already bounded 
on every side by States whoso boundaries 
are dofinitely marked and fixed, and it is 
none of our business to interfere with that 
matter. 

In regard to the coat of arms and flags 
I do thank my friend for telling me that 
that cvat of arms of Pennsylvania, of 
which we are all justly proud, has no 
constitutional or legislative origin. I re- 
joice to hear that it is a part of our tradi- 
tion, for there is no part of our history so 
valuable as our tradition. It has come 
down to us from our fore-fathers from a 
remote time, and I am the better pleased 
if that be a time so remote that the me- 
mory of man runneth not to the contrary. 
I would not disturb that tradition. I 
would have our ohildrcn receive it from 
us, as we received it from our fAthers. I 
would not have it in the Constitution, nor 
would I have any legislation upon it. It 
has entered into the hearts of the Penn- 
sylvanians, who have lived and died 
under it, and it has the affection of 
those that are living now. The gentle- 
man is mistakon in supposing that he is 
going to nlake it more precious to US b.v 
legislation. Leave it where it h, as :t *la- 

tional traditiou, and let no man living raise 
his hand n&inst it, or hc will iintl that 
that emldern of our libertv is guarded, 
not by legislation or constitutional pro- 
vision, but by the affection and enthusi- 
asm of the four millions of people who 
inhabit Pennsylvania. It will grow more 
and more precious as years go by, pro- 
vided we keep our hands, and cverybodv 
else’s hands, oli’ it. We will only debase 
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and degrade it by legislation with regard 
to it. That is the answer 1 make to the 
reasons assigned by the gentleman from 
Fayette (Mr. Kaine) for the appointment 
of this new committ,ee. 

The gentleman from Philadelphia (Mr. 
Dallas) proposes to improve upon the first 
idea, by creating a committee on miscel- 
laneous subjects. This Convention has 
already multiplied this one hundred and 
twenty-three members of which it is com- 
posed into two hundredand forty-six com- 
mittee men, We cannot get a report from 
one of them, and I do not know that they 
will ever be ready. I do know, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that those committees to which I 
hap-e had the honor of heing assigned by 
yourself, are in a condition of suspended 
animation, and I am not aware that any 
others are in any better conditiou. 

I am reminded, however, that the Suf- 
frage Committee has reported two seD- 
tions, and I am very glad to know that 
even that much has been done. But 
look at the whole thing for one moment. 
Here we are, a great deliberative body, as- 
sembled to amend the Constitution of the 
State of Pennsylvania. Our committees 
-a great number of them-have been ap- 
pointed, and cover every subject that can 
be of practical utility to consider. The 
topics proposed by the gentleman from 
Fayette (LM~. Kaine) to be discussed and 
decided are not, I submit, topics to be in- 
quired into at all. What does the gentle- 
rmau from Philadelphia (Mr. Dallas) msau 
by ~~miscollaneous subjects?” I do not 
see what he can mean. If he will specify 
something that is not already covered by 
some one of the twenty-eight oommittees 
we have now in existenue, I will agree to 
call it a “misoellaneous” matter, but until 
the gentleman will enlighten us upon this 
question, I hope we will refrain from any 
action looking to an increase of the num- 
bet of our committees. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President : I am very 
glad that my proposition to raise that corn- 
mittee has brought that very able and 
patriotic speech from my friend Judge 
Woodward; but, sir, the gentleman is 
mistaken. He says the boundaries of 
Pennsylvania are flxed and settled, and 
have been so for a long time past. I do 
:mt propose to disturb the boundaries of 
the State at all ; but would it doany harm 
to put into this Constitution an article de- 
fining the boundaries of the great Com- 

/ monwealth of Pennsylvania? I can tell 
the gentleman that there is a board of 
wsnmissioners, appointed by the Gover- 

14 

nor of Penn3ylrania, now awaiting the 
appointment of a similar board of com- 
missioners by the State of Delaware, t0 
fix the bouqdary line betwixt this State 
aud that. The act of Assembly under I 
which this comruis~ion was appointed was 
passed in 1869, 1 

That act of Asset 
3 

ly proposes, in direct 
terms, to surrender o the State of Dala- I 
ware a portion of the territory of this 
Commonwealth. The State of Delaware 
has thus far refused to appoint a joi.nt 
commission on this subject, or I suppose 
ere this time that little angle that runs 
down the eastern line of the State of 
Maryland, and bordering upon the circle 
of the State of Delaware, between Dela- 
ware and Pennsylvania, would have been 
surrendered to the State of Delaware by 
extending the east and west line of the 
State of Maryland eastward until it 
touched the circle. Hence, I think it 
would do no harm, sir, to put a clause or 
article or section of an article into this 
Constitution, fixing and declaring the de- 
cisionof this Convention as to what are 
the boundaries of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. It is certainly a subject 
worthy of consideration, as are, I think, I 

the other subjects which I have named. 
The gentleman is also mistaken in re- 

gard to the flag of Pennsylvania, of which 
he so much boasts. It may be a matter of . 
tradition, but it is not long since that flag 
was established, and he wants it to re- 
.main as it stands there. It isnot now the I 
same as when it was established. Those 
horses, for instance, are very muoh 
changed. The gentleman will find t&t 
the horses of the original are not the apilg: 
nificent horses that now display th& fme . 
proportions to the eye, but the old Penn- . 
sylvania Conestoga horses with l&rrness .i 
on. I do not propose myself that any 
thing should he said in the Con&tnt,2.Qn I, 
in regard to the flag or cat of arms of, 
Pennsylvania ; but I do think it meet I 

and proper that the great sealofthe Corn-, 
, 

monwealth should be d&n&and de- 
scribed by an article in the Constitution. 

It will do no harm for tb.e,co~ittee to 
consider this subject. It iv.ill, d9 no harm 
to bring the matter to the consideration 
of the members of this Oosveution; and 
after it has been brough&, to their consid- 
e&ion if they ch~e.toa4~~anything.qf 
the kind it will be well,; if pot, no harm h 
will be done. 
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for all the purposes of this body, and I 
will not vote to add a single other com- 
mittee to the number we alroady have. 

Mr. WORRELL. AS this remlution will, 
irfDff&, abridge the powers of at least 
one of the standing committees of this 
House, and as the chairman of that com- 
mittee is not now pr enl, I have felt it 
my duty to rise and s d eak upon the ques- 
tion. The gentleman from Fayette (Mr. 
Kaine) has merely demonstrated that 
there are certain subjects which should 
receive the consideration of some com- 
mittee of this Convention, but he has not 
shown that there is no standing commit- 
tee in existence to which these subjects 
can properly be referred. I grant that 
these subjects should be considered by 
the Convention, and that they should be 
considered by some one of our commit- 
tees, but unlil some necessit,y for the crea- 
tion of a new committoe is demonstrated 
I take it that this resolution is improper. 
Now if any resolution is offered which 
cannot be properly referred to one of the 
committees already in existence, I think 
it will be time enough then to create a 
new committee. The fact is that all the 
resolutions which have been so far intro- 
duced have been referred, by the Presi- 
dent, to the appropriate committees, and 
therefore there can be no necessity, at this 
time, for the creation of an additional 
committ,ee. 

Mr. JNCLPRICEWETHERILL. Mr.Presi- 
;Jeut : I have listened with a great deal of 
pleasure to the remarks which have been 
made on both sides of this question. I 
:un, sir, clearly of the opinion that OUI 
twenty-seven committees can attend pro- 

. 1 per& prudently and judiciously to every 
matter that may come up before this Con. 
vention and be referred to them. I do not 
think, although it may be a very important 

\ 
11&tcq, that the great or lesser seal of the 
State nf Pennsylvania should be looked 
rlfter. .I,do not see the reason for creating 
;L special committee of this body for this 
purpose; hut I do think that if there is 
any necmity for a change that one of the 
twcntyseven committees which we hevo 
appointed will certainly take care of that 
lnatter. The same remark will apply in 
regacd to the boundaries of the State. 

q (‘ortainly one of these twenty-seven com- 
mittees.can take just as good care rn see- 
ing that we arc protected in our State lines 
as any gpecial committee, simply because 
it may have the dignified title of the Com- 
mittee on .&he State. Now, sir, the same 

remark will also apply in regard to the 
flag. I was rejoiced to hear the patriotic 
remarks of the gentleman from Philadcl- 
phi,, (Mr. Woodward,) and 1 fully en- 
dorso every word he has said upon t,he 
subject; but, sir, the flag need not be 
touched, for there may be a danger, if the 
matter of the flag be referred to tho con,- 
mittee, that it may possibly he placed a 
little higher or a little lower than the flag 

of our country, and I do hope, for that rca- 
son, that no such action will bc taken 11) 
any ?flmmittee on this subject. 

I find, Mr. President, that, as the gel)- 
tleman from Philadelphia (Mr. Wootl- 
ward) has stated, that nearly every mem- 
ber of this Convention is already upon 
two committees, and I do think if we adrl 
a tllird we will increase the present evil 
of absonteeism which many of our t~nl- 
mittees are now experiencing. I admit 
that several of tile members of the Colr- 
vention have asked for leave of absence 
on very good grounds, and therefore thc,J 
cannot attend to their committee duties, 
but what is the consequence? Q’hen tJ1e.v 
do attend the work must all be gone over 
again or some of them will probably not 
be satisfied. Therefore, do not Jet us 
incur the danger of having any more ah- 
sent men upon committees. The comrnit- 
tee work of this Convention is its most 
important work. There the work will be 
done thoroughly, rarefully and prudent- 
ly, and every member upon the commit- 
tees should take his full share and part 
in the work. If wo increase our nunr- 
ber of committees I fear that it will in- 
ore&se this absenteeism, and this import- 
ant work may not he done. But above 
all, we certainly do not w-ant a committee 
raised for so small a purpose as to put a 
harness on t,he unharncsed horses of the 
Pennsylvania flag. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

The question being on the resolutioll, 

Mr. JNO. R. Rsan offered the following 
amendment, whichwas rejected : 

Renolved, That the resolution be amend- 
ed, by striking out the word “ five,” end 
inserting the word ” nine.” 

On agreeing to the resolution a diGsion 
was called. The resolution was not agreed 
to, twenty-one lea3 than a majority 0L’ a 
quorum voting in the affirmative. 

Mr. LILLY moved to adjourn, and th? 
Convention adjourned at one fifty-five 
P. M. 
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SIX.TEENTH. DiY. 

TUESDAY, January 14, 187% 

The Convention met at twelve o’clock 
35. 

Prayer waS oflered by the Rev. Mr. 
Iloardman, is follows: 

0, Thou, who art the King eternal, im-, 
mortal, invisible, the only wise God, to- 
day we ad&e and womhip Thee! Thou 
art our God, and we will bless Thee, our 
fathers’ God, and we will glorify Thy 
name. We render thanks to Thee for Thy 
great goodness to the land in which we 
dwell. We bless Thee for the prevalence 
of pears, plenty and prosperity. We 
thank Thee for wise laws and just institu- 
tions ; that we have a government 6f law, 
and not a government of force. We bless 
Thee for theordinanceof religion ; that we 
have grown up in a land where we can 
worship God according to our consciences, 
with none to molest or make us afraid. 
We bless Thee for the inst.itutions of 
learning, and pray that the streams which 
go forth from them may enrich and ferti- 
lize, may purify and elevate the people of 
the land. 

We deplore before Thee the prevnlencc 
of ignoramx ancl vice. We lament that 
we have not rendered thanks to Thee as 
we ought for Thy great benefits towards 
us; tllat we have been lifted up with 
pride, and that we paid to our own wis- 
dom and powers the homage which was 
due to God alone. 

We entreat Thee to forgive our sins, 
the Sins of our rulers, the sins of our pea- 
pie ; cleanse our land from vice and crime, 
and above all do we pray, 0, God, that 
this carnival of dishonesty may cease, 
that Thou wouldst restore to us the reign 
of truth and purity andintegrity ; that our 
law-makers may not be law-breakers; 
that those who sit in the seats of magis- 
tracy may set before all the people an 
example of honor and equity and purity ; 
that we be not visited for the sins of our 
rulers with the displea$ure of our God. 
To this end may it please Thee, 0 Lord, 
to meet Thy servants here in Convention 
assembled ; imbue them with just views 
of the greatness of the task Thou ha& laid 

upon them ; may they bring to their work 
an unbiassed judgment, a paramount re- 
gard for the true interests of the Com- 
monwealth, and an abiding sense of thei, 
responsibility to Thee, the great Law 
Giver and Judge of all; and 50 mav it 
please Thee to crown their deliberations 
with Thy favor, that through their inStru- 
mentality the well being of all the peopltr 
shall be promoted ; that merit shall be eI)- 
cnuraged ; that vice shall be repressed ; 
that faction and discord and violence may 
be banished from our borders, and that 
we may live together in the enjoyment oi 
a true peace and with the lasting favor o: 
our God. Hear our prayer. Let Th:tb 
benediction be upon us, and accept am: 
save us in our Redeemer. dmen. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedingx 
was read and approved. 

Mr. XEWLIN. Mr. President : I am di- 
rected by the Committee on Printing trl 
ask leave to sit during the seasion of th(l 
Convention. 

Leave was granted. 
Mr. ARMHTRONGI. The Judiciary Con- 

mittee has requested me to ask leave P: 
tho Convention to sit during the seSsin:> 
of the Convention. We are now engagcc: 
in the consider&ion of some importan 
matters, and hope to make a report i.‘, 
soon as possible. 

Leave wa’s granted. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair has r:‘. 
ceived a communication from the Hi, 
torical society of Pennsylvania, whit!, 
the Clerk will read : 

The Clerk read as follows: 
I have the honor of communicating trs 

the Constitutional Convention the follow - 
ing resolution, unanimously adopted \ I 
the Historical society of Pennsylvania, . 
a meeting held this day : 

Resolved, That the members of the C’O: - 
vention assembled to propose amen*.- 
ments to the Constitution of Pennsylvall .j 
be invited to inspect the library and l,i,.. 
torical collectionsof thesociety ; and t,lt.. 
the use of the reading room be ofi~:r;>.l 
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to them during the sessions of the Con- 
vention. 

(Signed) ROSS LOWDEN, 
Cbrreqxmding Secretary. 

Mr. HANNA. I move the invitation be 
accepted, with the thanks of the Convex- 
tion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

SOLDIER8 I&h88 MEETING. 

The PRESIDENT presented to the Con- 
vention a communication from the Phila- 
delphia soldiers’ aolony, inviting them to 
be present at a mass meeting of soldiers 
and their friends, January 18, 1373. 

Mr. LILLY. I m0ve the invitation be 
accepted, with the thanks of the Conven- 
tion. 

The motion was agreed to.’ 

MEMORIAL OF CITIZENS' MUNICIPAL BE- 
FORM AsSOCIATION. 

Mr.J.P. WETHERILL. Mr.President: 
I have heen requested by the Citizens’ 
Municipal Reform association to present 
to the Convention a memorial, whieh I 
hold in my hand. I desire that the seps- 
rate articles be referred to the proper com- 
mittees. 

The memorial was read, as follows : 

MRMORIAL 

To the Gonetitoct~nd Cavention OJ’ Pan- 
Sylvania from’ the cilizene’ i%funftipal 
Reform Aasodatron. 
Rooxs EXECUTIVECOMIITTEE, 

711#awomet.. Jaw. 13, 1373. 1 
‘The undersigned, a committee appointed 

by the Citizens’ Municipal Reform am 
ciation of Philadelphia, respectfully beg 
leave to lay before ybu some suggestions 
of amendments to the Constitution pro- 
posed by that body, and to ask ,for them 
your earnest consideration. They are de- 
signed to remove evils which we believe 
are universally felt and aoknowledged, 
and if, to your superior wisdom they may 
not appear suflicient, we look with con& 
dence to your devising more effectual 
measures. 

As the scope of the association is eon- 
fined to matters connected with munici: 
pal administration, it has restricted itself 
to a few subjects bearing directly or indi- 
upon the purity and efficiency of the 
&vernment of large cities. It, or course, 
speaks only for Philadelphia, but it be- 
lieves that the other municipalities of the 
State sutrer, to a greater or less degree, 
from the same causes and would be bene- 
fited by the same remedies. 

t 

I. LOCAL BELFOOVERNbBENT. 

It is admitted by all thoughtful men 
that the municipal government of Phila- 
delphia is a failure. While exacting an 
amount of taxation of which the yearly 
growth threatens soon to be intolerable, 
the municipality appears unable to per- 
form properly a single one of the fun+ 
tions for which the money of the citizens 
is nominally collected. Immense sums 
are yearly spent for paving, street clean- 
ing, police, gas, water and education, 
with aslenderness of return, which argues 
either corruption or incompetency or, pas- 
sibly, both. Many citizeus, wearied with 
the constant aggravation of resaltlese ex- 
penditure, are losing faith in the ability 
of the people to go&n themselves, and 
are led to the conclusion that, in dense 
communities at least, republicrm institu- 
tions are worse than useless, and that 
some fam.or absolutism is requisite if 
we would escape from the rule of the in- 
oompetent and unprincipled men who 
seem to have found the secret of captur- 
ing the suffrages of the people. 

We think that this conclusion is un- 
warranted, and that the true reason of our 
Pailure in municipal administration lies in 
the fact that the people of our large cities 
really do not govern themselves. They 
are ‘governed by a body known as the 
State Legislature, itself. irresponsible di- 
rectly to municipalities, which delegates 
to them such powers as chance, caprice or 
corruption may dictate, revokes or modi- 
fies those powers at will, ahdinterferes, in 
every way, with the concerns of great 
communities, shout. which only a small 
fmotion of its members can have the least 
acquaintance or feel the slightest interest. 
Tire authority thus exercised, without re- 
sponsibility to those afYect&l by it, leads, 
inevitably, to the grossest corruption. All 
ths arts known to the most venal of dema- 
go&es are ussd to seoure seats in the 
Legislature, where power can be turned 
to jwoiltable account, and good men 
yearly shrink with greater disgust from 
the contamination involved by member- 
ship in the supreme law-making power of 
the Commonwealth. 

With such an example before them, - 
and such a supreme body to relieve them 
of responsibility, is it any wonder that 
our municipal Legislatures, wielding a 
limited and divided power, should be 
similarly self-seeking and corrupt, in- 
mmpetent for good ‘and energetic only in 
evil? Is it any wonder that our citizens, 

I 
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bewildered by shah an artificially oum- 
bmui and duplicate form of government, 
unaertain where to place reaponsility, and 
feeling that their best efforts at reform at 
home may be neutralized by the action of 
some constituency at ‘the furthest end of 
the State, should be discouraged, should 
abandon the conduct of local affiira to 
those who are only too ready to grasp it 
for their own purposes, and should yield 
to a despairing apathy born of disgust 
and hopelessness? 

The primary condition ofsuccess in pop 
uhr government is that every citizen 
should acknowledge the duty which he 
owes to the community by taking part in 
public affairs, scrutinizing the conduct of 
public servants, ,and holding them to 

. strict responsibility for their a>ta This 
public spirit should be carefully cultiva- 
ted, and-its growth, can be healthy and ef- 
fective only when every man sees that he 
can make his in@uenae felt, that he can 
watch the actions of those in power, and 
oan bear his share in rewarding the faith- 
ful and punishing the oorrupt. To as 
eomplish this, the frame of government 
should be as simple as possible, the pow- 
ers and dutiesof ofiicials should be clearly 
detined, and there should be no opportu- 
nity afforded them of escaping the respon- 
sibility of their own acts. If it were de- 
sired to evade all these conditions it 
would be difficult to constrtit a syston 
more ingeniously adapted than ours to 
confuse the average voter and enable the 
~nntbithful public servant to shirk re- 
sponsibility. 

The only mode, we are oonvinoed, to 
arouse the people to a sense of their du- 
ties, and to lead them to that activity and 
vigilance which -‘are indispensable to 
good popular government, is to entrust 
each community with control over its own 
affairs. When there is no longer a distant 
body exercising authority at once su- 
preme and vexatiously.minute, local evils 
can be traced to their sources, oBlcials can 
be held to due responsibility, and citizens 
will feel that if they desire redress there 
is one way, and only one, by which they 
can certainly obtain it. Thus they would 
soon be trained in the practice of self-gov- 
ernment, which is rapidly becoming a 
mere tradition among us; a new and 
healthy and vigorous public spirit would 
spring up, and corrupt officials would be 
regarded as public enemies in place of be- 
ing looked upon with a sort of tacit admi- 
ration as shrewd and successful men. 

If we hesitate to try this experiment, if 

we fear to aust ourselves with the conduct 
.of our own affairs, let us be consistent; 
let us no longer pi-ate of republicanism 
and democracy, but let us seek refuge 
and protection under the paternal care of 
Gesarism. 

You will doubtless be urged to miti- 
gate the evils of which we complain by 
limiting the power of special legislation it 
the hands of the Assembly, and we will 
hail with satisfaction all measures of this 
kind which your wisdom may enact. Yet 
we hope that you will not content your- 
selves with this and stop short with pal- 
liatives when you have it within your 
power to effect a radical cure. We need 
hardly remind a body, such as yours, that 
the most qangerous form of legislation 
is general legislation for special objects, 
and that so long as the Legislature 
has power to interfere, directly or in- 
directly, in the local concerns of the 
wealthy communities within our bar+ 
ders, that power will be exercised and 
will be a source’ of the most dangerous 
corruption. 

At the same time we admit that the 
experiment is a momentous one. We 
may err in our expression of confidence 
as to the wisdom with whioh the power of 
self-government would be exercised, and 
we can imagine supreme occasions in 
which a community might find it requi- 
site to appeal for aid to the sovereign au- 
thority of the State. As a Constitution is 
not lightly to be modified, it should pro- 
vide, as fi)r as practicable, for all contin- 
gencies, and possesa an elasticity adapting 
it to unforseen oircumstarmes. We would 
therefore suggest a provision whereby the 
people should not be precluded fm#m seek- 
ing the interposition of the Legislature, if 
they should deliberately determine to do 
so. 

Entertaining these views, we resp&- 
fully submit, for your consideration, the 
following clauses, which have been framed 
for the purposeof restoring to the munici- 
palities of the Commonwealth the right of 
self-government, of which they have been 
so long deprived : 

I. The Legislature shall pass general 
laws whereby a city may be established 
whenever a majority of the electors of any 
town or borough, voting at any annual 
election, shall vote in favor of the same 
being so established. 

II. .The Legislature shall pass no special 
laws creating any municipality, or regu- 
lating its form of government or the man- 
agement of its internal ail&s, unless such 



laws be specially asked for, for a dofinite 
object, by a majority of the legal voters 
of any municipality, votingat any general 
or special election. And every munioi- 
polity shall have power to pass laws for 
its own regulation, not repugnant to the 
(bnstitution of the U&ted States or of 
this Commonwealth. 

9 
11. ALDERXES. 

So greater blot upon ourcivillmtion ex- 
ists than the administration of justice in 
petty cases as exercised in a great city 
such as Philadelphia. All the rvorst arts 
of the professional politician are exerted 
to secure the position of alderman for 
those who are unfitted for it by training, 
by habits and by character; and it isonly 
because their victims are habitually the 
poor and friendless that their brutal and 
venal tyranny fails to attract general at- 
tention and to arouse the sternest popular 

indignation. The abolition of the system 
w-hi& gives rise to these abuses is so 
generally rec%gnir&d as desirable that it 
has been formally recommended by the 
grand inquest of the dty of Philadelphia 
in a recent presentment. 

No greater boon could be conferred on 
the cvrmmunity than a system by which 
cheap and equal justice could be had by 
poor and rich alike. To Secure this we 
would urge you to adopt a plan by which 
the of&z of a magistrate of the lower 
jmisdiotion should be made attractive to 
capable and upright men, who by good 
c.;mduct ctould secure a permanent career, 
but who, at the same time, could be 
speedily removed for any neglect or mal- 
fessauce. To this end w-e suggest for your 
consideration the following amendment : 

“The oflIce of aldermanshall be abolish- 
ed in all cities, and in lieu thereof there 
shull be appointed, by the Covernor, a 
magistrate for every - thousand inhabi- 
txnts,who shall have the jurisdiction and 
powers as justicesof the peace, heretofore 
(*xcrciscd by aldermen, and no otherfunc- 
tions or powers. Such magistmtes shall 
1~ learned in the law, not less than - 
yrars of ago, and shall receive an adc- 
quat~ compensation, to be determined and 
paitl by the authorities of their respective 
citiw, which compensation shall not be 
diminished during their continuance in 
owce. 911 the fees of the office shall be 
pay&~lc into the treasury of their re- 
spwtive cities. The,y shall hold their 
offi:% during good behavior, but shall be 
Li.~l)lc to be removed therefrom by the 
i~::ri of common ploasof their respective 

connties upon cause thcrcfi~r beiilg show:3 
by any eitiaen ; and any person aggrieved 
by the judgment of the court of comrnor~ 
pleas in such cases may remove the same, 
by writ of error, into the Supreme Court 
for the proper distriol ; whirl:. writ of CT- 
ror shall be heard and decided by thi* 
judges thereof at the tcrtn to which it i-. 
returnable.” 

If in suggosring the alpintrncmt oi 
these magistrates by the Ctivernor WI” 
should be thought to deviate from tilt* 
principles of local self-gocornment abo\ C’ 
set forth, we would reply that a wit dis- 
crctioti would seem to require the isoola-. 
tion of judicial functions from the iniia- 
ence of political passions, and thslt tht- 
complexity of Inrge municipalities bring+. 
so many candidates before the people 
that it becomes impossible for the average; 
voter always to exercise a careful dis- 
criminatjon with respect to the multi- 
plicty of names presented tobim upon hih 
ticket. We ha\-% therefore proposed that 
this amendment should apluly only to the 
cities, without disturbing the existing 
system in localities whem a less denst 
population and simpler interests enabi~, 
the citizen to act with greater knowledpfa 
and deli beration. 

If it should be urged tInat such aplmillt- 
ing power would result in the+zc magil- 
trdtes being all of on0 po1itirz.l iaith, w(’ 
would an&ver that the pow-er of remol-al 
lodged in the courts wouId soon wectl out 
all who would prostitute their ofB+*~, 
through political partimnship, as well :I?. 
other unworthy motives ; t.lrat in th<. 
coumc of a few yeam only those ~01th~ 
of the position would be left ; that politi- 
cal changes throixghout the State would 
soon enable vacancies to be filled with thr, 
representatives of other political creeds : 
and by this sifting process WC shoaltE 
ere long possess a body of earnest, indca- 
pendent and experienced men, devotcc’a 
only to the duties of a position which 
would aflord them an assured aueer, and 
fairly representing the average politicztt 
sentiments of the people. It is not ii3 
your power to confer a greater blcssilly 
than this upon our ~wmmunity. 

An objection nlay be raised against tlltx 
provisions we have suggcmed as to sa!:~- 
ries and the disposition of fees, via : That.. 
as is too frequently the case at proszli’r, 
the fees might be retained through dis- 

honest returns. This is readily dispos:i 1 
of. The exaction of fees for legal pr~b- 
cessos is a necessity to check unnecci.5.lr,i- 
and wanton litigntion. bill no magistrate 
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should be exposed to the temptation and them bemg promptly and regularly ig- 
dcgredation of having his income depend- nored, while every one who excites the en- 
ent on such a source. At the same time 
all suspicion of unlawful gains thence 

mityofthat elassisliable to bearraignedou 
the most trivial charge, the temper that is 

arising could be removed by having all likely to be aroused is the most danger- 
fees for processespayable by stamps, to be ous that can be excited in a free commu- 
aflixed to the documents, such stamps nity. 
being issued by the city treasurer and ac+ 

Carlyle once deflued american in- 

aormted for by the magistrate. 
stitutions to be ‘6 anarchy plus the street 
constable,” and when once the revereuce 

Xot the least of the advantages to be ex- for law and its impartial administration, 
pecked from the creation of such a local as typified in the 

magistracy as this would be the fact that 
‘6 street constable,” ir- 

lost, the reign of undlluded anarchy u-111 
the vast reduction in the number of cases not be far off. We would therefore re- 
returned to court would enable us to spectfolly urge upcn your attention the 
abolish altogether the antiquated system propriety of adopting 

of procedure known as the grand jury. 
the following 

amendment : 
111. THE GRAND JURY. “In all cities the grxnd jury is hereby 

In the purer and simpler life of the abolished, and the Legislature shall pro- 

country districts, the institution of the vide by appropriate legislation for the 

grand jury doubtless accomplishes the preparation of bills of indictment to be 

good purposes for which it was founded tried by a jury.” 
in past ages. In a city of three-quarters 11’. BRIBERY. 

of a million souls it is simply an anach- Unless popular belief be wholly misled 
ronism, powerless for good yet power- few crimes are more frequently commit- 
ful for evil. The grand inquest into the ted and more rarely punished than the 
condition of public institutionsis scarcely bribery of public othcials. If this bz so 
more than a form which passes unheeded. the waste and extravagance of public ex- 
As a sieve for the criminal courts to pro- penditure and the interference with pri- 
tect them from the avalanche of trivial vate rights thereby engendered is the 
cases returned by ignorant, careless or least of the evils which it causes. Far 
oorrupt aldermen, it is still of some ser- more serious is the destruction of public 
vice, but the substitution of stipendiary confidence in municipal and State admin- 
magist,rates for aldermen would promptly 
supercede its usefulness in this regard. 

istration, and the debasement of public 
morality caused by the conviction that so 

hs an instrument for evil it would be grave an offence enjoys practical irnmu- 
difiicult to exaggerate the power of the nity. 
graud jury. One device after another No one concerned in such a crime 
has been tried to insure the drawing of against our institutions should be per- 
impartibl jurors, and all have confessedly mitted to eujoy the rights and privileges 
aud notoriously failed, while, even if no of a freeman, and while we would not 
underhand means be used to secure the urge your honorable body to descend 
presence of certain men on a given jury, into the details of criminal legislation, it 
its mode of procedure renders it pecu- would appear not inappropriate to your 
liar& liable to corruption by wealth or functions if you should render this osencr 
political influence, and shields it effectu- a sufficietlt cause for disfranchising utter- 
ally from all practical responsibility. It ly any one connected with it. 
is but a few weeks since the mayor of One reason of the rarity of conviction 

Philadelphia oticially stated that it was arid punishment for bribery doubtless 
useless to send before the grand jury bills arises from the fact that the law very 
of indictment against a certain class of properly holds both the tempter and the 
criminals who had established an associa- tempted as equally guilty. Transactions 
tiou with a fund for mutual protection. of this nature, however, are necossnrilJ 
Even when honestly disposed, the grand oonfidential, and absolute knowledge al- 
jury is so much in tlie power of the minor 
otlicials of the court as to create tempta- 

most inevitably pre-supposes guilty com- 
plicity. Each accomplice, therefore, is 

tions and suspicions, against which the 
halls of justice canuot be too scrupulously 

shielded by his partner’s instinct of self- 

guarded. 
preservation ; and, as an unwilling wit- 

ness cau always in such cases refuse to 
When the public see that cjffenders of a testify on the plea of self-crimination, 

czrtain class can never be brought before legal evidence is so impossible to obtain 
the courts, all bills of indictment against that those who are inclined to transgress 
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can do so in full confidence that an 
ofIence committed runs little risk of 
being punished or even divulged. It is 
easy to see how powTerfn1 an influence 
this must have in stimulating a crime so 
peculiarly dangerous to our institutions. 

It appears to be, thercforc, worthy of 
thought whethcra provision which should 
practically protect either of the accom- 
plices who should accuse and testify 
against the other would not have a most 
benefictil effect, not only in procuring the 
conviction of criminals, but, what is even 
nmch more important, in preventing the 
commission of the crime. All confidence 
would be destroyed between parties. The 
solidarity of interest in crime would be 
abolished, and each partner in the guilty 
transaction would feel that he was plac5ng 
himself at the mercy of the other, who.se 
very participation in it would be evidence 
that he was not to be trusted. The pro- 
ventiveinfluence of sucha provision would 
thusbe most beneficial, while it would also 
be efficient in detecting and punishing the 
offenco. If suspicion of bribery arose no 
one could refuse to testif-v on the plea that 
he would thereby criminatc himself. He 
would rather be eager to do so for the pur- 
pose of exonerating 11inn3elf from responsi- 
bility in advance of his accomplice, and 
such investigations would no longer be so 
ludicrously hopelessas they have been in 
the past. For these reasons we venture 
to submit the folIowing amendment : 

“In addition to the pet&ties now or 
hereafter to be provided by law for the 
punishment of bribery, the party or par- 
ties convicted shall be forever disfran- 
chised and disqualified from holding any 
office of trust, honor or profit in this Com- 
monwealth ; and no one shall be liable to 
prosecution by reason of any testimony 
which he may have given showing his 
complicity therein.” 

v. ELECTION FXAUDS. 

We cannot conclude without expressing 
a hope #hat your wisdom may devise some 

,plan by which the rapid development of 
fraud in elections may be checked. It 
is not too much to say that in Philadel- 
phia under the existing registry law, the 
perpetmtion of these frauds has been re- 
duced to a science, and systematized to 
that degree that the confidence of the 
people in the result of an appeal to the 
ballot box is being undermined with dan- 
gerous rapidity. As the foundation upon 
whish all our institutions rest, this conti- 
dence is so qacred a thing that it should 

he guarded and fostered with the mob 
jealous Wre. Sothing can re-place it as ; 
preservative element. The acquiescenca 
of :I defeated party in the result of RI, 
election is the most decisive proof of on 
capacity for self-government, and thl. 
most prectious result of centuries of train 
ing in constitutional libert,y ; but that a(’ 
quiescence citn no longer be expectcc; 
when fraud is openly practiced and a:, 
tlaciously boasted of, and a real majorit) 
finds itself helpless to assert its right!.. 
through the forms of iaw. When tha 
time comes, and redress seems hopelesi. 
the end will not be far off, and it is t,hc: 
p:nt of wise statesmanship to calmly con 
sider all possible contingencies and to (10 
vise whatever measures may be hcs~ 
adapted to avert them. We do not prep- 
sume to offer suggestions. The subje(.L 
is one requiring for its mmprehensive~ 
treatmentthroughout the CommonwraIth 
a knowledge of detailsas to otherlocalitic~., 
which wc donot possess. We can only RX,<’ 
that it seems to us the remedy lies irk 
the direction of limiting, as far as pm<‘- 
ticable, the size of election divisions, ant8 
giving the fullest opportunities for ~~11.- 
tinizing votes as they are polled. 

The Municipal Reform association has 
been too earnest in its etforts to abolish 
within our city the corrupting influenrLc 
of the fee system for us to hesitate in ask- 
ing your nttention to the proposition-, 
which have been laid before you with that 
object. Like the regulation of elections, 
it o.mcernstoo nearly the citizens of other 
localities for us to venture to obtrude apon 
you any general measure for that purpose. 
Our association last Jvinter prepared :t 
carefnlly matured bill on the subject, 
adapted to the necessities of Philadelphia, 
and the relief which the community f:nlctl 
to obtain from their representatives they 
now confidently expect at yonr hands. 
No one not familiar with the inner work- 
ings of our municipal machinery can form 
an adequate idea of the amount and the 
character of the wrongs which are perpe- 
trated under the color offees, or of the dc- 
plorably debasing influence which thep 
exercise over public morality. There is, 
perhaps, no mo1y3 potent stimulus at work 
in the rapid deterioration of our Iv-hole po- 
litical life, and few more energetic ngen- 
ties of reform could be devised than their 
removal. 

In the confident hope that your deli k)- 

crutions will lcad to the regeneration of 
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ourinwtitutions.we have the honor to re- from any point beyond the State. And 
main, . also inquire and report whether a provi- 

Your obedient servants, slon should not be inserted in the Con- 
HENRY C. LEA, stitution prohibiting the president, direc- 
R. RUNDLE SMITH, tors, managers or officers of any railroad 
WILLIAM H. RAWLE, company incorporated by this State, or by 

Committee. this and other State or States, from being 
Mr. J. P. WETHERILL. I move that ar- interested, either directly or indirectly, in 

title one of that memorial, entitled ‘6 lo- cars for the transpoatation of freight upon 
cal self-government,” be referred to the or over said road, whereby freight is 
Committee on Cities and City Charters; shipped, handled or transported with any 
articles two and three on “grand jury, “to greater speed or safety than the same 

f the Committee on t,he Judiciary ; article character of freight is shipped, handled 

‘ feur, on “bribery;” to the Committee on or transported in the cars of the company. 
Constitutional Sanction ; article ,flve, to ALDERMEN IN CITIES AND BOROUGIiS. 
the Committee on Suffrage, Election and 
Representation, and article six to the 

Mr. HAY offered the following resolu- 
t. ion, which was referred to the Committee 

committee On County, Township and on Judi&rg : 

Borough Officers. 
The articles were so referred. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Judi- 
ciary inquire into the expediency of so 

INTOXICATINQ LIQiJORS. amending the Constitution as to provide 

Mr. TURNELL presented a petition from 
that : 

the citizensof Susquehanna county, pray- 
There shall be one alderman. in each 

ing for a Constitutional amendment tend- 
city and borough, and one for every ten 

ing to the restriction of the manufacture 
thousand inhabitants therein up to one 

and sale of intoxicating liquors, which 
hundred thousand, and one for every ad- 

w+s referred to the Committee on Legia 
ditional fifteen thousand. When the popu- 

lntion. 
lation of any city or b rough entitles it 
to more than one alderman, districts of as 

RATE OF INTEREST. nearly equal population as may be, with- 
Mr. KNIGHT offered the following reso- out dividing wards shall be established 

lution, which wasreferred to the Commit- by law, in each of which districts but one 
tee on Revenue : alderman shall reside and hold office. 

. . . . 1. . . 
Resolved, That the Committee on Reve- 

nue, Taxation and Finance be requested 
to consider the expediency of so amend- 
ing the Constitution ab ‘to establish the 
legal rate of interest at seven per cent. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. President: I ask 
leave of absence for a few days from to- 
day for Mr. Temple, from whom I have 
had a written request this morning to ask 
thisleave, as he is ill. 

Jaave was granted. 

RAILROAD FREIGETS. 

Mr. WALKER offered the following 

reaolution, which was referred to the 
Committee on Railroads and Canals : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Rail- 
roads be instructed to inquire and report 
whether a provision should not be incor- 
po&ed into the Constitution compelling 
all railroad companies incorporated by 
the laws of this State to carry freight from 
any point in this State t.o any other point 
either within or beyond the limits of the 
State, at the same rate per mile that simi- 
lar freight is transported over said roads 

Alaermen snail nave ana exercise lu- 
risdiction and powers as heretofore, ex- 
cepting as the same may be hereafter 
modified, altered or enlarged by law ; and 
shall receive a compensation, which shall 
not be diminished during their term of 
office, and which shall be determined and 
paid by the city or borough in which such 
alderman hold oiBce. 

They shall be appointed and commit- 
sioned by the Governor, but only upon 
the previous rrcommendatior ot the court 
of common pleas of the county in which 
is situated the city or borough wherein 
they are to reside and serve. 

They shall ho&i office for seven years, 
if they so long behave themselves well, 
and recommendations to the Governor for 
such appointments shall first be made at 
the last term of said courts, which shall 
be in the year 1871: Provided, That the 
term of aldermen in office at the time 
of the adoption of this Constitution shall 
not be hereby affected.. 

PARTITION OF SHERIFFS’ DUTIES. 

Mr.8.M. WHERRY oEer;d the follom- 

ing resolution, which was referred to the 



(‘ommitteeon StateInstitutions~antf Build- 
f ngs : 

WHEmas, Our present system of coun- 
ty jails, both as to their construction and 
management, is a disgrace to the intelli- 
.+ncc and a slur ‘upon the humane senti- 
iurnt of the ago : 

And tdwmzs, Many of the evils com- 
:~lair~tl of are due to the fact that the in- 
‘:.~rn~atiblc~ duties of the chief executive 
;lliczr of the court and keeper of the jail 

.~rty united in rhe one person and office of 
,+heri~l; t’re nature of whose duties, the 
n~lller 11f whose selection and the IBngth 
of whose ii:rm wholly disqualify him for 
the discharge of those high and responsi- 
I)lr duties which society owes to itself in 
tlie detention, punishment and reforma- 
tion of its criminal members; therefore, 

&.soZaerl, That the amended Constitu- 
tion ought to contain some provision dis- 
‘iinctlg and entirely separating the office 
, of sheriff from the oficc of keeper or war- 
ilcn of the county jail. 

. JUMCIAI. POSITIONS. 

11~ l3:~w.R. WORRELL Offird the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was referred to 
r;he Committee on Judiciary : 

Resolved, Whenever any judicial posi- 
tion slrall be created by act of Assembly 
the same shall be filled in the first instance 
!I?- election by the people and not by ap- 
poilztment. 
.MI:TIIOD OF X-OTING ON NEW COSSTITU- 

TIOS. 

Mr. HUNSICKER offered the following 
resolution, which was referred. 

Resolved, That this Convention accepts 
the mode provided by section four of the 
act of Assembly, approved Spril 1.1, lS72, 
*:ntitled 8‘ Sn act to provide for calling a 
~‘onvention to amend the Constitution,” 
ri)r the submissionof theproposed arnend- 
auents to the Constitution to the people 
for adoption or rejection. 

Mr. HUNSICKER. Mr. President : I 
would like that to pass to a second read- 
ing, and I will give my reasons. 

The PRESIDENT. The resolution as of- 
&red is upon a subject appropriated to the 
~‘ommittee on Schedule, and the Chair 
IS under the order of the Convention 
to refer such resolutions to the appropri- 
ate committee. By unanimsus consant 
the gentleman can have a sx3nd reading. 

Mr. Hu~srcrrmt. I would like to ex- 
plain- 

The PRRSIDENT. Debate is not in order. 
The question being upon the second 

reading of the resolution, it wzzs agreed to ; 
so the resolution was again read. 

Mr HLYSICKER. I dcsirc to state tllr% . / 
reason why I offer that resolution at thin 
time. There was a vote taken at Harris- 
burg while the Convention was in scsnioll 
there, in which the Convention decitlctl, 
by a very marked vote, that the Legislx- 
ture had no power to impose any terllls 
upon this Convention by the act of April 
5, 1872, inasmuch as the Convention had 
been called by the people, by virtue of :I 
prior act of Awrmbly ; and I call this 
question up now for the reason that, xc 
yet, no proposed amendment has bee:1 
adopted by this Convention. 

I t&p for granted that if one-third of 
the members of this Convention should 
be opposed to the adoption of any pnrticu- 
lar amendment to the Constitution, and 
if that amendment was submitted along 
with the rest of the Constitution, thus 
whole might bc endangered. 

I think, therefore, that it is highly pro- 
per that at this time, and before the Coil- 
vention is subject to any excitement, al:d 
when no person knows exactly what is tc) 
be done, a rule shall be adopted in co11- 
formity with section four, which, as 
every member of the Convention knows, 
provides that in every case in which one- 
third of the members of the Convention 
request that ilny particular clsusc shall br 
submitted to a separate vote of the peo- 
ple, it shall be so ordered ; therefore T 
trust that this motion will prcrail, so that 
we may know in the future what WC will 
have to depend upon when a proposition 
comes up that does not meet with tht- 
unanimous concurrence of all the mem- 
bers of the Convention. 

The PRESIDE:NT. I desire to state tha! 
as this resolution is couched, in intlirecSi 
terms, it did not occur to the Cha:r that 
it is substantially a proposition for a noI\ 
rule of the Convention. Under the rule* 
it must, therefore, be laid on the table. 
(i<~v~Il:ix~:sT OF 1NC0RP0RATED CITIEti. 

Mr. GUTHRIX oEcrcd the following res- 
olution, which was referred to the C’on- 
mittec on Cities &c . : 

ResoEved, That the Committee on Cities 
ant-l City Charters be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of amending the 
State Constitution, as follows, viz : 

Every incorporated city shall be gov- 
erned by a mayor and a select and commo~l 
council, in whom the legislative powe’ 
thereof shall be vested ; the mayor, whose 
term of ofice shall be for three years, shall 
be the chief executive officer, and shall 
have a qualified veto on the acts and ordi- 
nances passed by councils; he sh:tll see 



that the duties of the several city officers 
are faithfully performed; he shall be a 
salaried officer, and not .entitled to any 
fees or perquisites, and shall not exercise 
any judicial functions, civil or criminal. 

No city charter now existing or here- 
afier enact&d shall be altered or repealed 
except by act of the General Assembly, 
accepted by two-thirds of the members 
of the select and common councils and 
by a majority of the qualified electors of 
We city at the next annual municipal 
election after acceptance by the city coun- 
cils. 

The police connniasioners may be re- 
moved from olfico by the mayor on the 
recommendation of the select council, 
and tho mayor shall fill any vacancy thns 
occurring, by and with the advice and 
consent of the select council, until the 
next succeeding annual municipal elec- 
tion, when a successor shall be elected by” 
the qualified electors of the city to fill the 
unexpirod term of three years. 

INQUIRING? INTO THE CAPITAL STOCK OW 

RAILROADS AND CAiYALS. 
So public commission shall be created 

for any city with power to till vacancies, 
to raise money by loan, to levy taxes or 
to execute police or municipal function. 

Mr. Ewrlsct o&red the following reso- 
lution, which was twice read, considered \ 
and agreed to : 

No money shall he borrowed by the 
city for a term of years unless by ordi- 
nance, passed by a nmjority of two-thirds 
of the select and common conncils at 
stated meetings, and ever-y such ordi- 
nance shall provide for the redemption of 
the loan thereby created by taxes annu- 
ally levied, collected and paid into a sink- 
ing fund of the city, sufficient in amount 
to pap the interest and extinguish the 
pl’incipal of such debt in twenty years 
nor shall any city increase its permanent 
debt to an amount escoeding twenty per 
cent. of the assessed value of the real and 
personal property within its corporate 
limits; but temporary loans, for a period 
not greater than one year, and in amount 
not exceeding at any one time ten dollars 
for such taxable inhabitant of the city, 
may be made by ordinance, passed by two- 
thirds majority in each council. The 
sinking fund shall be invariably pledged 
for the redemption of the permanent loans 
of the city. 

Resolved, That the Auditor General be 
requested to furnish to the Convention 
information on the folloiing subjects : 

I%&. The amount of capital stock of all 
the railroad and canal companies organ- 
ized or doing business in this State ; also 
the amount of indebtedness of the said 
companies. 

Second. The amount of capital stock of 
all the corporations organieed and doing 
business in this State other than railroad 
and canal companies; also the indebtcd- 
ness of said companies. 

Third. The valuation for taxation ol’ the 
real and persom;tl property in the several 
counties of this Commonw\-ealtll. 

LIMITINQ DEBTS OF COUNTIES, CITIES, &C’. 

MP. HOWARD offered the following rescr 
lution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revenue, TaxationandFinance : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Ileve- 
nue, Taxation and Finance be instructed 
to consider and report : 

No member of the city councils, or of 
any of the departments of the city, shall 
at ‘the same time hold any other office 
under the city, county, State or United 
States. 

Cities containing fifty t.housand inhabi- 
tants or more may elect three citizens 
thereof to act as police commissioners 
for three pears, whose salaries shall be 
fixed by ordinance of the city, and who, 
together with the mayor of the city, shall 
form a board of police, and who shall ap- 
point one superintendent of police, and 
such a number of other policemen and 
otiicers as may be authorized by ordi- 
nance of the city councils. The police 
board shall also have power to remove 

Whether counties, townships, boroughs 
and cities shall not be prohibited from 
contracting debts exceeding, in the ag- 
gregate, ten per cent. of the taxable valun- 
tion; and whether taxation for county, 
township, borough and city purposes 
shall not be limited, as follows : 

When the assessed valuation shall not 
exceed one-fourth of tlie cash value of 
property, taxation shall not exceed four 
per cent. 

When the assessed valuation shall not 
exceed one-half and be more than one- 
four01 of the cash value, taxationshall not 
exced three per cent. 

When the assessed valuation shall not 
exceed three-fourths of the cash value and 
be more than one-half, tsxation shall not 

any policeman or officer for misconduct exceed two per cent. 
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When the assessed valuation shall be right remain inviolate, except in cases tri- 
the cash value, or be more than three- able before justices of the peace.” 
fourt.hs, taxation shall not exceed one per 
cent. 

EQIiAL TAXATION. 

And the above rates of taxation on vsl- Mr. NILES offered the following resolu- 

uation shall embrace all taxes, for a11 pur- tion, which was referred to the Committee 

poses, that may be levied by all oflicers., on Taxation : 

combined authorities to levy taxes in and ReYoZ,ued, That the Ctimmittee on Reve- 

for any county, township, borough or city nue, Taxation and Finance be requested 

of this Commonwealth. toinquireinto theexpediencyofsoamend- 

APPOINTMENT AND COMPENSATION OF 
ingthe Constitution that all taxation shall 

STATE OFFICERS. 
he equal ; and aLo to prohihit the Lcgis- 
Iature from passing any lam discrimim- 

Mr. HEMPHILL offered the following ting against any property in taxation for 
resolution, which was referred to the gsneral purposes. 
c’ommjttee on Legislation : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Leg- 
INDICTMENT AND TRIAL FOR FELONY. 

Mation be requested to inquire into the Mr. RAWLAY offered the following 

propriety of reporting the following : resolution, w-hich was referred to the (‘om- 

SECT. -. 911 State oticers shall be paid mittee on the Legislature : 

in salaries for their services, which shall ResoZwed, That the Committee on tbr 

br fised by tho Legidature, and shall be Legislature be instructed to inquire as to 

neither increased nor decreaued during 1 the propriety of amending the Constitu- 

the term for which the person is eleted or tion so that the L,egislaturc shall provide 

appointed, excepting in cases of appoint- by law for the indictmentand trial of per- 

ment or election during good behavior or sons charged with the commission of any 

for life, when the salaries may bo subject felony in any county other than that in 

ti) legislative revision once in every ten which the offence was committed when- 

yearc. ever, owing to prejudice or any other 

&XT. -. The Legislature shall require cause, an impartial grand or petit jury 

al! State officers in receipt of fees to make cannot be empanelled in the countp in 

lluarterly returns to the proper office, to- which the offencc was committed. 

gether with an itemized account of the PUBLIC DEBT NOT TO EXCEED TAXATION. 
ssmc, made under oath, 

Mr.HARDSLEY offered the following IWO- 
5TATRD SALARIES OF PUBLIC OFFICERS. lution, which was referred to the (‘om- 

3Ir. CA~WBELL offered the following mittee on Public Debts : 
resolution, which was referred to the Resolved, Thut the (‘ommittee on Pnb- 
Committee on Offices, &c. : lie and Municipal Debts and Sinking 

Resolved, That the Committee on Coun- Funds be directed to report a section to 
ties, Townships and Boroughs take into beinserted in the new Constitnrion to prn- 
consideration the following section : hibit any city, county, borough, township. 

SECT. -. That all officers elected by or any corporate bodies derivinp their ex- 
the people to lucrative or remunerative istence from the people, to issue warrants, 
offiron shall be paid by stated salaries, or any certificate of indebtedness of any 
and shall in no instance receive for their character whatever, forany sown tjeyond 
own use, profit or compenslttion or any the amount already provided for !,;,r taxa- 
fees whatever. tion. 

IXVIOLABILITY OF TRIAL BY JURY. IN COlllr\llTTEE OF’ THE Wrl(iLE, 
-Mr. Ps Fnasm offered the following The IJRESIDEXT. The next sct)jec:t fox 

resolution, which was referred to the Com- consideration is the resolution rc>ported 
lnittee on Declaration of Rights : by the Committee on Ruffragr. ?‘ho Hoase 

Resolu@, That the Committee on the will resolve itself into comnritloe of tbr 
Declaration of Rights be requested to in- whole. Mr. W;llker will pica< take !i~ 
quire into the propriety of making section chair. 
nix of the Declaration of Rights read, in Mr. WALKER in the (‘hair. The com- 
substance, as follows : mittee of the whole has had rc,frrrcrl to it 

ki That the trial bv jury in all criminal an article reported by the Con>rnittc!ta on 

cmes, whether the cases existed as such in SuErage. The first section will bc rend. 
1776 or were created since, or may be in The CLERK mad as follows : 
the Yuturc, shall he as heretofore, and the SWTION -. The general ele(.?i<~n shall 
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be hclil on the Tuesday next following 
the tirst Tuesday of November, but the 
Legislature may, by law, fix a different 
day, two-thirds of each House consenting 
thereto. 

Mr. DARLINGTON. Mr. Chairnlan: I 
desire to hear from the chairman of the 
committee who reported this amendment 
what reasons there are for its adoption. 

Mr. W~LLISTER. Mr. Chairman: I 
will state that the committee were unani- 
mous in reporting this resolution, with a 
view of having but one day for the general 
election, and that it might conform to the 
elections under the general government. 
They were unanimously of opinion that 
it would be better to have but one day in- 
stead of two, for the purpose of preveut- 
ing colonization, first from other States, 
next &on1 adjoining counties, to influence 
the elections, and it was with a view of 
preventing frauds upon the elective fran- 
chise that this section was reported. It 
seemed to’the Convention that the section 
under consideration would commend it- 
self to the approval of this Convention. 
TIlerA is no principle involved in tho 
two Fe&ions reported. It is merely a 
cluestionof expediency. Though the Com- 
mittee had some difficulty on the man- 
ner in whi.ch the s&ions should be ex- 
pressed, they had none upon the expedi- 
ency of fixing but one day for the general 
election. It does not seem to me neces- 
sary that I should take up, at this stage of 
these proceedings, much of the time of 
this Convention. There having been no 
diRerence of opinion upon this subject in 
the committee, it is supposed there will 
be little in this Convention. If there is a 
diversity of opinion I may have more to 
say iu behalf of the committee upon this 
subjeEt. 

1Mr. DARLINQTON. Mr. Chairman: It 
has been very properly stated by the 

’ chairman of the committee, who reported 
this amendment, that it involves no prin- 
ciple. It is a mere question of expediency 
and with that point in view, I propose 
rme or two observations. Is it expedient 
to make any change in the fundamental 
law in a matter of this ‘kind? I am not 
aware that there has been any wmplaint 
existing in this Commonwealth in re- 
gard to the day upon which the general 
election is held. I have heard of no de- 
mand for anything from any quarter. I 
have seen no advocacy of it in the public 
press. It strikes me as being introduced 
here as a new proposition, that has not 
been discussed by the people of the State, 

and upon which they have expressed no 
opinion coincident with the recommendn- 
tion of this committee. 

We have had the same election day in 
this State since the foundation of the gov- 
ernment. For the last eighty years it has 
been found convenient and suitable to 
the habits of our people, occurring ht a 
season of the year which is at all times 
least liable to objection, neither affected 
by extreme heat nor extreme cold, when 
the whole of the voters of the State can, 
with as much ease and comfort to them- 
selves,appearatthepollsasuponanyoth~r 
day that could be se,lected. The aged, the 
infirm, the weak and the sickly.can all get 
to the election on the second Tuesday of 
October. In this climate, it seems to me, 
that it is a day best suited of all others, 
or, at least, as well as any other to attain 
these great objects. If we desire to have 
the elections so that everybody canattend 
them, can any gentleman point out a 
day in the whole circle of the year that is 
more likely to suit everybody than the 
one that we have dlready adopted and prac- 
ticed for the last eighty years? No one will 
pretend that if we put off our elections 
until the month of November we can 
ever hope to get as many people to the 
polls as are got there on the second Tucs- 
day of October. In the whole experience 
of this country every gentleman knows 
full well that at the presidential election, 
which occurs on the day named, a smaller 
vote is alwavs had than is given at the 
general election. This may be in part due 
to the influence exercised upon that se- 
cond election by the result of the first, 
but not wholly so. It is perhaps due in 
a much greater degree to the ordinary in- 
clemency of the weather, which prevents 
many from attending the polls, and to the 
better weather that we usually have on 
the day of the general election. For some 
cause or other, however, certain it is that: 
so large a vote is never polled in Novem- 
ber as is usually given in October. This 
has been the experience of this country 
and of this State for the last eighty years 
at least. 

In the former Convention an attempt 
was made to change the day of holding 
the general election to another day a little 
later in the month. It was supposed that 
this would be more agreeable to the farm- 
inginterest, that the grain would be gath- 
ered and everybody would be more at 
leisure to attend the election. Therefore, 
early in the session of the former Conven- 
tion, in 1837, it was agreed to change the 



thy to one a few weeks later. By the 
time, however, that the delegates had 
gone home, speht their summer vacation 
and returned, they were all satisfied tllat 
it was a mistake, and therefore the oleo- 
tion day was permitted to stand as it had 
stood before. 

Now, sir, the same day, allow me to re- 
mark, has been adopted by a belt of the 
great States of this Union, running through 
from east to west, embmcing New .Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Iowa and 
Sebraska, all adopting the same day and 
Jlolding the geneA election at the same 
time. What population these States em- 
brace I am not prepared to say ; the Con- 
vention is as timiliar with it as 1 am my- 
self. We hnvc then, therefore, these large, 
powerful and, so far as regards the new 
States, rapidly growing communities all 
:ttioptingfortheirgeneralclectionthe same 
11:~~ that we have adopted. In addition to 
that, if gentlemen will bo kind enough to 
turn to the bookson their tables, they will 
lind that l5esides these States which I have 
named there are twelve othersvoting some 
rarlier and some a trifle later than Ponn- 
Sylvania. In New Jersey the elections 
:cre held in March ; in Rhode Island and 
(‘onnecticut they are held in April; in 
(Oregon in June ; in Kentucky, Tennessee 
and North Carolina they are held in Au- 
gust ; in Vermont, California and Maine 
they are held in September; in West Tir- 
ginia and bouth Carolina they are held in 
Ontob~r, probably a Sew days later than 
‘),lI’ own. There are, therefore, in this 
I7Ilion eighteen States voting earlier than 
+ar in the month of October. How soon 
tl,cse States may all agree, for any rea- 
SOI~R that may satisfy them, to adopt the 
S:LIIIO day I know not ; but quite as likely 
is it that they should all adopt the day 
which is already adopted by this State 
and the grext States stretching from New 
.I ersey across the cmutinent to the far west 
as any other. Quite as likely is it that in 
:L \-cry few years the second Tuesday of 
October will be the general election day 
Ihr a Imajority of the States as that the 
c,lcotion day will be in November, and 
store so. 

I am aware that solne of the great 
States of this Union, and some of the 
smaller ones also, hold their elections in 
Sovember--New York and Illinois and 
others. They have their reasons pro- 
bably. They have been so long used to 
it tllat they do not feel the inconvenience 
of having their elections on that day 
hut I submit that the reason educe 

the committee for the change with rcqn: 
to Pennsylvania is unsatisfactory. It is 
so because the only reason assigned for it 
is that WC shall make it on the same day 
as the electihn for Prwdent,. That occurs 
but once in four years. What is thf sr~~;rt 
inconvenience of holding asecond election 
once in four years ? Nothing, so fi+r ;I* 1 
have heard alleged by anybody, but tht: 
additional expense. Nothing else. A ncl 
what is the additional expense ? 

Can any gentleman inform me what it 
will cost to hold a Presidential elcotion 
in this State ? There are the election ofli 
oars in the districts and townships, thy 
two illspsctors, the judge and the clerks, 
in each, which may amount to sercn o! 
eight dollars. Multiply this by the nun)- 
bcr of districts in the State, which is hui 
an approximation, and the amount won111 
probably be not more than thirt,y tholl- 
sand dollars. Suppose it amounts to Mtg 
thousand dollars to the State. What is 
that in comparison with the ronrenionc*cb 
and comfort of voters in going to the polls 
when the weather is pleasant, and when 
all can go-the halt, the lame, the hlintl, 
the sick, the weak, the aged. What is 
this trifling expense once in four years 
in comparison with these advantages ? 

Sow will there be any relief from the 
evils of elections by making this change? 
I am not able to see that there will. Colo- 
nizationofvotcrsfromoneplace toanothel 
is to be gotten rid of by some other means 
than this. I think when the elections 
t~ocomo more pure ; when the peoplt, 
themselves are more pure ; w-hen we 
bring our elections down t.o every ham- 
let, when every hundred voters shall have 
their election officers, and when they shall 
know every man who comes to vote, there 
will bc but few evils of which we *have 
heard so much in the large cities. 

In addition to this lhe reason suggcst~d 
is that WC wn hold our election on the 
same day with tho Presidential election ; 
but it must be borne in mind that that 
day may be changed. The day of the 
Presidential election is fixed by Congress. 
It is liable to change at any time, and who 
knows how long it will be before Congress, 
imprcrwed with the propriety of it, shall 
be driven to the change of fixing the elec- 
tion for President upon the same da5 
which these great States that I have 
named have fixed as their general clew- 
tion day. If we devote our energies, and 
exercise our influence through our men,- 
bnrs, this may be brought abont, probably 
muoh earlier than you rzm get all the 
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States I have named-New Jersey, Ohio, 
Indiana, Iowa and Nebraska. 

Mr. LILLY. The gentleman ismistaken 
w%th regard to New Jersey. New Jersey 
votes in,November. 

Mr.D+4RLINRTON. Then our book is 
wrong. I am very glad to hear that, be- 
cause New Jersey has been very much 
out of the Union for the last few years. I 
am not at all displeased with the corm* 
tion. I will refer to the others. Ohio, I 
believe, is all right; and Indiana and 
Iowa. No one finds fault with them. 

Now, sir, when we consider that these 
other States whose elections are held 
earlier than ours are just as likely, when 
an opportuny presents, to change their 
(lay of election, so as to make it uniform 
with ours I do not know whether they 
will or not. They will be just as likely 
to do it as to change it to November. 

In addition to these that I have named, 
we shall have the larger number of citi- 
zens of this great country calling f?r the 
election day for President to be at a mild- 
er season. October is a pleasanter 
month the whole Union over than No- 
vember, and we may fairly expect that 
the Presidential election day will be 
changed, and that befor; a very great 
while, so as to conform more likely to 
our day than to any other. Whether this 
shall be the case or not I will not pretend 
Lo say. It may not be, but for the pre- 
sent, and in view of the convenience that 
this has been found to be to the people of 
Pennsylvania and everywhere, in view of 
the entire satisfaction which the present 
system has given to the people of this 
State, 1 deem it inexpedient, for my 
par;, to make any change in the day of 
holding the general election. 

;Mr. 'PARXONS. Mr. President: 1 move 
to amend the section, by striking out all 
after the word “November.” The effect 
of that amendment w-ill be to prevent the 
Legislature from changing the day. The 
words to be stricken out are: “But the 
Legislature may by law fix a. different 
day, twethirds of each House consenting 
thereto.” 

,Xr. SIMPSON. Mr. President : The argu- 
uient which we have been listening to, it 
seems to me, is in keeping with the argu- 
~nent of the old Dutch Pennsylvania 
farmor, who contended that because his 
ancestors, when they went to mill upon a 
mule, placed the wheat in one end of t,he 
bag and a stone in the other end to equal- 
ize the weight, he and hischildron should 
do the samk. He h,as not, in his argument, 

touched the real question, nor referred to 
the reason why the committee has repor<- 
ed the day it has fixed upon in the se+ 
tion which we hsve now under considera- 
tion. 

Let me refer the gentleman &J the fact 
that in 1874, for the first time in the his- 
tory of this government, there will come 
into power the exercise of a constitutional 
right given to Congress, fixing the da) 
upon which we must elect Congressmen. 
Not merely at the Presidential election, 
but in every two years, Congressmen must 
bo elected upon the same day that the 
Committee on Election has reported shall 
be the the election day in this State. If 
this Convention so amends the Constitu- 
tion as to provide for biennial elections- 
and I hope it will-the first biennial elec- 
tion will take place in 1874, in November ; 
and if we have biennial elections, why 
should they not be upon the same da.v 1 
Why should we every second year have 
two elections, one in October and the 
other in November? 

You will recollect, under-the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, Congress has 
the supreme power to determine the time 
of electing Congressmen, and they have, 
for the first time in the history of the na- 
tion, exercised that, power by the passage 
of an act, and hence there is a reason ex- 
isting now that hasnot existed in the eighty 
years past, that our election day should be 
changed. 

Another reason. This Convention was 
called by the people of the State for the 
purpose of endeavoring to put down fraud ; 
and this, I claim, is one of the means of 
assisting to do that very thing. 

I am not a very old man, but I recolIcct 
of Presidential elections occurring when 
all the States did not vote upon the same 
day, and it was charged, in the public 
press, that men were transported from 
one State to another to vote for President 
in each State, for the purpose of carrying 
both ; and who does not know that, jn the 
October election in Pennsylvania, in the 
year of grace 1872, there were men im- 
ported for the purpose of carrying Penn- 
sylvania, not merely by one party, but 
by both, because, they alleged, that, as 
Pennsylvania went, so would go the 
Union at the Presidential election to fol- 
low. If you have the general State elec*- 
tion fixed, in the Presidential year, for 
the same day as the Presidential election 
that incentive to fraud will no longer ex- 
ist, and it is a great incentive. 

Tho gentleman from Chester (Mr. Dar- 
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lington) says he would not fix anv other 
day, because the other States may adopt 
the s&me day-may fix their election 
days in October. Why, sir, if the Presi- 
dential election is fixed by Congressional 
action, and the Congressional election is 
fixed by Congressional action, can we 
hope they will fall into our ways when 
they have had our example for eighty 
years and not followed it? How many 
States have followed us? Ohio, Iowa, and 
there is the end of them. Two out of 
twanty-four States that have been admit- 
ted into the Union since Pennsylvania. 
[“ Tndiana. “1 ’ Three. [‘I Nebraska. “1 
Tilnt is four-four out of twenty-four 
State* admitted into the I’nion since this 
titnte has fixed that day, and the re- 
maining twenty States have repudiated 
j:. Is it likely the twenty will fall in 
71OW, with the additional incentive that 
they must hold their elections for Con- 
gressmen in R’ovember, under the Con- 
gressional act? I do not think it at all 
probable. 

With all due respect for the gentleman 
fro771 Chester (Mr. Darlington) I claim 
that he is in error when he avers, on the 
floor of this Convention, that the vote 
polled al the October elections in this 
State has always exceeded the vote cast 
in Xovemher at the Presidential election, 
With the siligle exception of 1872 he can- 
not name a year in which his figures will 
not fail ; and we all know how the vote 
of 1872 was made up. 

IMr. CHAIRMAN. I hope this commit- 
tee will not adopt the proposition of the 
yentlemnn from Lycoming (Mr. Par- 
sons) to strike out the latter claose for 
this reascm : ‘The proviso was inserted in 
the section that the Legislature might 
have the power to change the day by a 
two-thirds vote of each branch, with the 
intention that if Congress hereafter, in 
the exercise of the power vested in it by 
the Constitution of the United States, 
should determine another day for the 
electon of Congressmen, and another day 
for the election of Presidential Electors, 
as the case may be that’the Legislature of 
this State, having had power granted by 
50 restricting the vote, will adopt the 
%me day which was designed for the 
presidential election and for the election 
of Congressmen. It is a wise provision, 
and does any one doubt that the Legisla- 
ture would exercise the power except in 
cases of emergency ? It must be remem- 
bered too, that it would also require the 
sanction of the Executive, for the provi- 
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sion of the &tion is that the Legisiatnre 
may by law fix a different day-and in 
order to comply with the law, the appro- 
val of the Governor would be necessary, 
Surely, if Congress. in the exercise of its 
power fixed one day, why should not the 
Legislature have the power to fix upon 
the same day, so that throughout this 
broad land there would be but one da\ 
up071 which the people would be called 
away from their homes, giving up their 
business to attend to the affairs of the 
country and the selection of their rulers. 

The frequency of elections is one objer- 
tion that has often been made to onr insbi- 
tutions. We propose by this amendment 
to obviate that objection to some extent, 
as far as this State is concerned, and I trust 
the day is not far distant when all the 
States will ho the same. I have no doubt. 
but that the Convention soon to be in ses- 
sion in Ohio will adopt the same day, and 
if the other States hold conventions I 
doubt not they will fall into the same line, 
and I trust Pennsylvania will not be an 
exception to tbe rule. 

Mr. LITTLETON. Mr. President : I de- 
sire to say a single word upon the subject 
under discussion ; as to the amendment 
otl’ered by the gentleman from Lycoming 
(Mr. Parsons) I am not in favor of it. I 
think il has heen suficientlyanswered by 
the gentleman from Philadelphia (Mr. 
Simpson.) Upon the general amendment 
proposed I simply desire to strengthen 
the argument oflered by the gentleman 
from Centre, (Mr. M’hllister,) the chair- 
man of the Committee on SuKrage, on the 
score of expediency, by adding the other 
argument of economy. Itwill save us, in 
Philadelphia, at least thirty-five thousand 
dollars in c~cah year in which a public elect 
tion is held ; and if the same ratio extends 
thronghont the State the saving will be an 
item well worthy of consideration ; and I 
hope the section, as reported from the 
committee, will be adopted. 

Mr. %vING. Mr. President : In regard 
to this pvovision to change from the see- 
and Tuesday of October to November, I 
agree with the gentleman from Chester 
(Mr. Darlington) that so far as Pennsyl- 
vania is concerned the day proposed is 
not so convenient as the October day. 
The climate here is such that it suit8 us 
better to have our elections in October. 
Especially is this so since it has become 
our custom, 

“I 
nd I hope it will alwayscon- 

tinue so, thai during the political canvass 
there are a great many public discussions 
upon matters in issue. September and 
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October are suitable for out-of-door meet- 
ings; and if it stood alono on our deter- 

. mination of elections I should my do not 
change; but I agree fully with the gen- 
tleman that in ordinary cases it is nnne- 
cessary to hold two elections in autumn, 
and we should conform to the present 
act of Congress, which establishes Nrr 
vember for the election of Congressmen 
in all the States. If we do not make this 
change we shall, every second year, have 
two general eleotions in autumn. 

For this reason I shall vote for the 
proposition as submitted by the Com- 
mittee on Suffrage, and ‘I trust that the 
amendment offered to strike out the 
power of the Legislature to change will 
not be adopted. For this there are two 
reasons : One given by the gentleman 
from Philadelphia, (Mr. Dallas,) that if 
Congress should by law change to Octo- 
ber or somo other time than that now 
iixed, then the Legislature could change 
our day of general election without the 
necessity of an amendment to the Con- 
stitution. There is another reason, and I 
think an important one, why that provi- 
sion should be in, and without it I would 
not vote for the report submitted by the 
committee, and that is this: There. isa 
possibility that in some political changes 
that may occur there inay be danger of 
Congress interfering with our State eleo- 
tions, and 1 trust that it will be so left 
that we can, without serious trouble or 
inconvenience, make a change, so that 
our State elections will be held when no 
national election whatever is held, thus 
giving no excuse for any interference on 
the part of federal officers in our State 
and local elections. We have lately had 
some warning, and if there was no other 
reason, I should vote against the amend- 
ment offered, which proposes to strike out 
the power of the Legislature to change, 
and shall vote for the proposition snbmit- 
ted by the committee. 

Mr. CHURCEI. ‘I move to amend the 
amendment, by striking out all after the 
wsorcl ‘4 November,” and inserting: ‘6 Pro- 
vided, That if the Congress of the United 
States should by law fix a different day 
for the election of President and Con- 
gressmen, the Legislature shall by law 
change the date for such general election 
in conformity with the date fixed by 
Uongrcss.” 

It appears to me that meets the views 
of all the gentlemen who have spoken on 
that subject. 

15 

Mr. Pansoxs. I now withdraw the 
amendment I offered. 

Mr. Cnuncn. Then my amendment 
stands, Mr. President. 

Mr. LILLY. Mr. President : The com- 
mittee have thought over thesubject very 
carefully, and in fixing the matter as 
they did, in such a way as to require a 
vote of two-thirds of both Houses of the 
Legislature to change it, the committee 
thought that every proper and sufficient 
safeguard was placed around it. It does 
seem so to me. 

It is not an impossibility that some 
other grave contingency might arise which 
would make it desirable or necessary 
to change the day, and it seems quite 
proper that some means should be pro- 
vided whereby the change could be made 
without the necessity of a constitutional 
arfrendment. By requiring a two-thirds 
vote of both branchesof the Legislaturein 
order to make the change, it would be 
certainly impossible to change the day, 
except for grave and importaut reasons. 
I trust, therefore, that the report of the 
committee will stand. 

Mr. MCLEAN. I desire to say that the 
measure, as reported by the committee, is 
a very wise one. I must beg leave to dif- 
fer with the honorable gentleman from 
Chester, when ,he states that it is a mea- 
sure not demanded by the people or the 
press. Coming from the interior, as I do,. 

. I know that this amendment, as proposed! 
by the committee, has been demanded by 
the people and press of all sections of the. 
State, and I know, also, that the expense 
attending the holding of elections is a 
very considerable item, and that the pec- 
ple desire just such a change as that now 
proposed on this score alone. In connec- 
tion with the other considemtions, how- 
ever, I do not doubt that the November 
election day will suit the peopIe at large. 
as well as the second Tuesday of October,. 

I think that the refbrm, as proposed, is 
a very desirable one, and will meet the 
approval of the people of the State. I am 
therefore in favor of themeasure reported 
by the committee. 

Mr. DALLAS. I trust that the amend- 
ment now pending will be adopted, and 
that the section as reported, when so 
amended, will meet the approval of this 
body. 

I deem it very important that the power 
should not be placed in the hands of the 
Legislature, in relation to any section of 
this Constitution to alter it. Whenever 
we grant that power there should be a 
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very clear case presented of necessity for 
it. I confess that there seems to be here 
a very clear case in the propriety that 
might arise in case of a change in the time 
of holding the presidential election, for 
making the time of holding our general 
election correspond with it; but such a 
contingency is provided for by the amend- 
ment as now modified. 

No other case has been suggested of 
probable necessity for the action of the 
Legislature for alteration of this section 
as reported. None, therefore, having 
been presented by the able gentlemen 
who have discussed the question, we have 
a right to presume that there are none 
that can be foreseen by the wisdom of 
this committee, or of the committee which 
has had this matter in charge. 

Whilst I recognize that the alteration 
proposed by the section under consid- 
eration is important, on the ground of 
economy, the first matter of importance, 
in my view, is that it is a measure of reform 
in the directionof correctmggrossevilsand 
preventing palpable frauds at elections, 
and I do not desire that we shall say to 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania that it 
may alter any such provision. Those of 
us who reside in this city know that this 
thing is really and materially important. 
We know the process called “coloniza- 
tion” is in operation here to such extent 
as makes the fraudulent votes the balance 
of power, and we believe that the adoption. 
of the section under consideration will 
greatly tend to abridge that evil. We 
know that the argument is constantly 
made at every October election-it is used 
by the press and by all public speakers- 
that we must vote for bad men in October, 
in order that we may, for the contest of 
November, make for our respective par- 
ties the prestige of success. We know 
that in the elections of every fourth year 
had men force themselves into nomina- 
tion, and use this very argument for the 
purpose of securing office, and when party 
excitement runs high that argument has 
much weight. 

Therefore it is that I do not desire to 
trust the Legislature to alter the measure 
reported by the Committee on Suffrage, 
and I will accordingly vote for the modi- 
tied amendment, and, when amended, for 
the section. 

Mr. HU~FSICKER. I am very sorry that 
the gentleman from Lycoming (Mr. Par- 
sons) withdrew his amendment. His 
amendment left the day in November 
without any power in the Legislature to 

change it, and I think that the power 
should not be vested in the Legislature, 
for the reason that if it is fixed in the 
Constitution that then the people shall 
have the right to vote upon a proposed 
change ; and I take it for granted that 
this Convention, being a Convention to 
amend the Constitution, will provide a 
mode of amendment by the Legislature, 

I am entirely opposed to the amend- 
ment proposed by the gentleman from 
Crawford, that we should put into the 
Constitution a proviso placing our legisla- 
tion in Pennsylvania nt the mercy of 
Congress. I am not exactly a State’s 
rights man, in the extreme sense of the 
term, but I believe, nevertheless, that the 
general government is one of limited 
power, and that the State possesses all 
powers not delegated ; that the State has 
a perfect right to provide by law a dav 
for holding State elections. It is em;- 
nently wise and proper, for the reasons 
already given, that the presidential elec, 
tion and the gubernatorial election should 
be held on the same day. If in order, 1 
move to amend the amendment of the 
gentleman from Crawford, (Mr. Church,) 
by restoring the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Lycoming, (Mr. Parsons,)- 
that is to say, that the resolution shall so 
read as to place the election in November. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. You can etrect your 
purpose by voting down the amendment 
of the gentleman from Crawford (Mr. 
Church.) 

Mr. SIMPSON. The gentleman can first 
vote down the present amendment and 
then offer the amendment he proposes. 

Xr. HUNSICKER. The committee’s re- 
port states that the election day shall 
be changed to November, and that the 
Legislature shall have power to change 
that by a two-thirds vote of each House. 
I am in favor of the first part of that, 
motion. 

Mr. CHURCH. Mr. President: I atl- 
here to my amendment as being just the 
thing. I will explain a little more. This 
proviso compels uniformity or conformity 
to the election day that may be fixed by 
Congress. I have provided that the 
Legislature not even may change the 
date to conformity, but bL8hall,” so that it 
is compelled to do so. In that case if 
Congress should fix the day for the eieo- 
tion of Congressmen to the first of July, or 
to any other time, the Legislature would 
be compelled to fix, by law, the date for . 
the State general election on that day 
also. That prevents two elections in one 
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year, and avoids the want of conformity the change can then be made without go- 
and uniformity in our State and congres- ing through the formality of an amend- 
sional elections. Hence, I believe that ment to the Constitution. I think there 
my amendment brings about the exact will be no danger whatever in retaining 
state of affairs contemplated by the ma- this provision as the committee reported 
jority of the people of the State. it, and that it will meet any contingency 

Mr. .J. W. F. WHITE. Mr. Chairman : which may arise in a manner that cannot 
I desire to make a few remarks in regard be etfected by striking it out. 
to the reasons which influenced the Com- Mr. MACVEA~H. Mr. Chairman : I am 
mittee on Suffrage in reporting this set- quite aware, and have been forsome time, 
tionas they did. Now, sir, suppose that that it would be idle to endeavor to con- 
Congress should change the time of elec- vince this Convention of the wisdom of 
tion for President and members of Con- the views, which in common with the -. __ _ - . . 

, 
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gress to January or some other season of 
the year. It might not suit the people of 
Pennsylvania to have our general elec- 
tion on the day designated, and for one I 
should be very strongly opposed to put- 
ting in the Constitution a provision that 
would compel us to hold our general elec- 
tion on the day that Congress might indi- 
cate for President and members of Con- 
gress. Another reason why the oommit- 
tee reported the section as it is, is that the 
Legislature ought to have some power 
over this subject, or rather the people 
should have some power over the subject 
through the Legislature, without going 
through the formality of an amendment 
to the Constitution. Thereareagreatmany 
persons in the State of Pennsylvania 
who think that it would be better to have 
our elections in October than in Novem- 
ber, and I believe myself that it would be 
better if we had not two elections occur- 
ring in the fall. In the next place the 
people of this State should become dissat- 
isfied with having our election in Novem- 
ber, and say that they will go back and 
have the election in October. Congress 
may possibly fix some other day for the 
election for President and members of 
Congress, and we do not want to bind 
ourselves to have our general election on 
the day that Congress may designate. 
Let us then trust the representatives of 
the people. I am willing to trust two- 
thirds of the Legislature on a questionof 
this kind. I would not trusta bare ma- 
jority, but we all know from the history 
of our State that we never have two- 
thirds of both branches of the Legislature 
belonging to one party. It wvould not be 
a party measure. 

The time our election could be easily 
changed when there wad a strong over- 
whelming feeling on the part of the State 
for the change, and if the people of Penn- 
sylvania want their general election in 
October, and.are willing to submit to two 
rlections in the fall instead of one, why 

gentleman from Uhester, (Mr. uarnng- 
ton,) and perhaps a little in advance of Ii 
him, I entertain. I am opposed to the 
undue frequency of elections, and I am ,I 
thoroughly satisfied that a remedy for tho )I 
evils which the gentleman from Philadel- 
phia (Mr. Dallas) has mentioned, is to be 
found, not in this amendment, but, in the 
first place, in the real organization of the 

0 
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civil service which shall lift the degradn- 
tion of spoils out of your public life ; and, 
in the second place, by a severance of a 
partisan and non-partisan elections, leav- 
ing one to be held at a totally ditlerent 
season of the year from that in which the 
other is to occur. So far as any mem- 
ber of this Convention will devise plans 
that will reach this end I am with him 
heartily and earnestly, but I cannot vote 
to dictate to the State of Pennsylvania in 
her elections. I cannot say by my vote 
that it will advance the public service, in- 
crease the tone of the public life, or free 
from corruption anything in Pennsylva- 
nia, to require our citizens to vote for the 
Governor of this great State, for the legis- 
lators of a reform Legislature upon the 
same day and at the dictation of the fede- 
ral Congress. 

1 think the State of Pennsylvania is too 
distinct in her identity ; in her State sov- 
ereignty within the limits of the federal 
Constitution ; within the limits of the fed- 
erative system under which we live, and , 
that her political distinctness is better 
preserved, and the political duty her sons 
owe to her and her public life, will bo 
better discharged by having a separato 
day for the discharge of that political 
duty ; free it thoroughly from the degra& 
ing associations that have clustered 
around it, lift out of it all the demoralize- 
tion and corruption that you can, but at 
the same time do not imagine that it will 
be a political benefit to create a day.uni- 
form even with the time of election from 
Maine to New Orleans, and that the vote 
shall be taken on such a day, within su<+r 
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Reeolved, That such printing asshall be 
ordered by the respective committees in 
pursuance of the resolution for that pur- 
pose, passed on the eighth inst., shall be 
printed on unsized paper with long primer 
type, and not in the form used for Leg- 
islative bills ; 

Respectfully recommend that said reso- 
lution be adopted by the Convention. 

JAMES W. M. NEWLIK, 
Chairman. 

Mr. HOPKINS~~~~~ to adjourn, which 
was not agreed to. 

Also, the following report, with the an- 
nexed contract, which was approved : 

To the Constitutional Convention : 
The CommitteeonPrinting and Binding, 

to whom was referred the following: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Print- 

ing and Binding be instructed to make a 
contract with William W. Harding to 
supply printing paper to the Convention 
in accordance with his proposals therefor ; 

Respectfully report the annexed con- 
tract, and recommend its adoption. 

JAMES W. M. NEWLIN, 
(7llairman. 

CONTRACTOFWILLIAMW.RARDING FOR 

FURNISHINC+PRINTINQPAPER. 

Know all men by thesepresents, That I, 

William W. Harding, of Philadelphia, 
hereby covenant and agree with the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania to supply 
printing paper to the Constitutional Con- 
vention of the quality and for the price 
specified inmy proposals therefor, now on 
the files of the Convention, said paper to 
be of the quality and to be furnished in 
the quantities which may be ordered by 
the Committee on Printing and Binding 
of the said Convention. 

Witness my hand and seal this-day 
of January, A, D., 1873. 

WM. W. HRRDIKG, [I,. s.] 
Signed and sealed in the presence of 

EXRRSON BENNETT,J~. 

I hereby covenant and agree with the 
Commonwealth ot Pennsylvania for my- 
self, my heirs, executors or administra- 
tors to be responsible for the performance 
of the above contract by the said William 
W. Harding. 
Witness my hand and seal thi.s--day 

of January, A. D., 1873. 
CMAS. E. WARBURTOPi, [L. s.] 

Witne.ss present : 
W. F. DAWSOX. 

The hour of two o’clock having arrived, 
the President declared the Convention 
adjourned under the rules. 
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SEVENTEENTH DAY. . 

WEDNESDAY, January 15, lSZ3. 

The Csnvention met at twelve M. 
Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. 3oard- 

man, as follows: 
0, Thou great and merciful God, Thy 

mercies are renewed to us every morning 
and every evening. We have laid us 
down and slept and risen again, because 
Thou, Lord, make& us to dwell in safety, 
for the darkness and the light are both 
alike .to Thee. With the light of this 
morning encourage us by shedding pljon 
ns $he light of Thy copntenance ; shed 
also Thy love in our hearts i grant us the 
indwelling of Thy Holy Spirit, that we 
may be guided by His unerring counsel. 

may we be blessed by the summary ces- 
sation of the corruption which is desolst- 
ing and detiling the land even in its high 
nlol.~cI 
&z’Y”““. 

Let Thy benediction be upon Thy ser- 
vants and upon their absent &&lies; 
surround their homes with Thy guardian 
care, that they be shielded from violence 
and sickness, from fu-e and blood, and 
from all harm. Meet out unto us the 
changes of this mortal state ; be our guide 
through life, our support in death, and 
our eternal peace beyond the grave; Tlus 
we humbly ask in the name and for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, our Mediator. 
Amen. . 

The wise man is not of hImself wise, for 
we are blind and helpless, guilty and 

BEPORT OF PBINTINO AND BINDIXOOOM- 

miserable sinners. Our only hope ia in 
MITTEE. 

Thy boundless merey. Our only plea is Mr. NBWLIN, from the Committee on 

the great sacrifice of the crow; and we Printing and Binding, requested unani- 

humbly entreat Thee that, for the sake of mous leave to present the following re- 

Thy dear Son, our sins may be pardoned, port, which was granted : 
and our transgreslrions blotted out, and & I% ~~~WG.ma8 coW#nhhn: 
that we may have each for himself a sure 
personal and abiding interest in the atone- 
ment in the Son of God. 

The Committee on Printing and Bind- 
ing, to whom was referred the follqwing 
resolutions : 

0, Thou, by whom kings reign and 
princes decree justice, we again invpke 
Thy presence on behalf of these Thy ser- 
vants here assembled in Convention. 
Graci?uslg aid them in the discharge of 
their duties; x&they come to the gieat 
work which, in Thy providence, is laid 
upon them. Direct them with pure mo- 
tives; raise them above the influence of 
all mere personal attachment+ and party 
ties, that they may estimate aright the 
greatness and the solemn‘lfy of the wotk 
which is committed to their hands to do. 
In all moments of perplexity and doubt, 
let Thy light brighten their hearts. Har- 
snonize ali distracted councils, and so di- 
rect the deliberations of Thy servanta that 
all their labors shall tend to the promo- 
tion of lasting peace and prosperity of onr 
Commonwealth. May they give us a fun- 
damental law founded upon the princi- 
ples of unchangeable truth, and justice, 
and equity throughout all these States. 
, May those who are ~appoihted to posi- 

tions of honor and power be men who 
shall fear God and +a&~~~eto~~; 

“Redo&d, Thateachmember oftheCon- 
vention be supplied with rive copies of 
the loose sheets of the Debates of the Con- 
vention:” and the following : 

*‘I&u&e~ That the Committee on 
Printihg be requeshd to inquire i&q and 
report to this Convention w&ether, in 
their judgment, it would not be expedi- 
ent to instruct the State Print& to for- 
ward, by mail, oue copy of the daily 
Journal and Debatea to each newspaper 
published in this State during the session 
of the Convention, and one copy to be 
sent to the Governor and the heads of the 
denartments of the State at Harrisburp. 
an& one copy to each member of -h6 
Legislature ;” 

Respectfully report the following reso- 
lutiom- and recommend their adoption : 

Re.&ved, That Benjamin Gingerly, who 
is doing the printing of this Conve;ntion, 
be instructed to forward daily, by mail, 
ope copy of the Debates, in sheets, to each 
newspaper published in the State, to the 
Governor, to eaoh head of department at 

,.HarrisQurg.and to,sach memb,er of,the 
r, . 
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Legislature; and that he also furnish to 
each member of the Convention, during 
its session, one copy of its Journal at the 
opening of its next daily session after the 
copy shall be placed in his hands, and 
one copy of the Debates thereof at the 
opening of its daily session after said de- 
bates shall take place. 

Resolved, That forty-tive hundred copies 
of the Debates and fifteen hundred copies 
of the Journal of the Convention be 
printed and bound for the use of the Con- 
vention ; the Debates to be in octave form, 
double column, solid brevier type, and 
the Journal to be octave form, in solid 
brevier type. 

Mr. NEWLIN moved the second reading 
and consideration of the resolutions. 

Mr. DARLIK~TON. Mr. President : Is 
it in order to ask a division of the qnes- 
tion 4 

The PRBSIDENT. Certainly. 
Mr. DARLINQTON. Then I ask that the 

matter be so divided as to separate the 
sending to newspapers from the sending 
to ourselves. 

The PRESIDENT. The Clerk will read 
the first part of the resolutions as divided. 

The CLERK read as follows : 
LLResoZved, That B. Singerly, who is do- 

ing the printing of this Convention, be 
ins’,ructed to forward daily, by mail, one 
copy of the Debates, in sheets, to each 
newspaper published in the State.” 

The question being taken on this clause 
of tha resolution, a division was called, 
which resulted as follows : -4yes, fifty-six ; 
noes, forty-one. 

So the clause was a.greed to. 
Mr. HAY. I call for a further division of 

the question, so as to separate the follow- 
ing: “To the Governor, to each head of 
of department at Harrisburg, and to each 
member of the Legislature,” from the re- 
mainder of the resolution. 

The question being taken on this clause 
of the resolution, a division was called, 
which resulted as follows: Ayes, Afty- 
nine ; noes, forty. 

So the clause was agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT. The remaining clause 

will now be read. 
The CLERK read as follows : 
“And that he also furnish to each mem- 

ber of the Convention, during its session, 
one copy of its Journal, at the opening 
of its next daily session after the copy 
shall be placed in his hands. and one CODY __ 
of the Debates thereof, at the opening of its 
daily session after said debates shall take 

The question being taken on this clause, 
it was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on tho ful- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, That forty-fivo hundred cop- 
ies of the Debates and fifteen hundred 
copies of the Journal of the Convention 
be printed and bound for the use of the 
Convention, the Debates to be in octave 
form, double column, in solid brevier 
type, and the Journal to be ootavo form, 
in solid brevier type. 

STYLE OF TYPE FOR DEBa4TES. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President : Before 
the vote is taken, in order that the Con- 
vention may not bo taken by surprise, I 
wish to call the att.ention of members to 
one thing, because I do not think it is ad- 
visable to be in too great a hurry in re- 
gard to this resolution. I desire to ascer- 
tain, if possible, the views of the Conven- 
tion respecting the type in which the De- 
bates shall be printed. Now it is very 
evident to me, as well as it was to those 
gentlemen who have seen a sample page 
of the Debates, that the minion leaded 
page was the handsomest page submitted. 
The Committee on Printing were induced 
to report in favor of solid brevier for the 
reason that the propo.sals that were be- 
fore the committee was made in that 
form; but there is no reason why the 
Convention should not, if it thinks proper 
this morning, change this resolution and 
adopt the leaded minion page. I will say 
further in regard to the question of ex- 
pense that the leaded minion page, 
double column, will cost somewhat more 
for composition to the printer, but it will 
be a Saving of paper and a saving to some 
extent in press work. The expense then 
may be greater, but as to a book made up 
and bound, minion pages will make by 
far the most respectable publication. I 
make these statements so that the Con- 
vention may vote understandingly on 
this proposition, in order that the matter 
may be brought to a conclusion, and that 
we may have no complaint about it here- 
after. I move to amend by striking out 
“solid brevier” and inserting **minion 
leaded.” 

Mr. MANN. I move to amend the 
amendment, by striking out the words 
Lb minion leaded ” and insert I( leaded bre- 
vier.” I certainly think that minion is 
too small a type, and that leaded brevier 
Gill make a very clear and distinct page. 

Mr. COCHRAN. I would state to the 
gentleman, (Mr. Mann) that if leaded 
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brevier is adopted that it will add mate- 
rially to theexpense. Leaded minion will 
be more economical, and further than that, 
if the gentlemen, of the Cbnvention had 
an oppofinnity of inspecting a page as 
printing in leaded minion, they would at 
once deaide that it is sufficiently perfect 
and legible. I was myself under the im- 
pression that minion was entirely too 
small untila specimen page wasexhibited. 
I exsmined it nnd in comparison with a 
page of solid brevier. I will say, however, 
that the brevier type that wjs used was 
neither very good or new, but the minion 
type, as presented in the specimen page, 
and which the printer said he was going 
to use if authorized, made a very hand- 
some and legible page, and I think it 
wonld be nearly aa legible, if not quite so, 
as the solid brevier page. 

Mr. M’VEAOH. Mr. President : I sim- 
ply desire to say, in explanation of my 
vote, that as I have no idea whatever of 
what brevier type or minion type is, I 
shall vote with Mr. Cochran on account 
of my confidence in his judgment, and if 
I vote wrong I will want him to take the 
responsibility. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President : I desire 
to say but one word for the information of 
the Convention in addition to what has 
been said by the gentleman from York 
(Mr. Cochran) on thissubject. The lead- 
ed minion page presents a handsome ap- 
pearance unquestionably to the eye, and 
the leaded brevier will be much larger 
and it will be more easily read, but the 
solid brevier page, as reported by the 
Committee on Printing, presents a very 
fair appearance and is composed ot tols 
rably good sized type. It can be easily 
read and will be far cheaper than either 
of the other forms. 

Mr. SIMPSON. I would like to inquire 
what effect the adoption of either of these 
amendments will have on the contract 
which has been made for the printing of 
this Convention. 

Mr. COCHRAN. I would merely say, in 
reply to the gentleman from Philadelphia, 
(Mr. Simpson,) that, as I understand it, 
it makes no difference in the contract 
whether we order the printing to be done 
in minion or brevier. 

Mr. NEWLIN. In answer to the gentle- 
man from Philadelphia (Mr. Simpson) I 
would say that this matter of the contract 
with the State Printer is a thing we cannot 
settle until this Convention has deter- 
mined how the Debates and Jo&al shall 
be printed, and that after this is deter- 

mined we will know what contact we 
will have to make with the printer. The 
changing of the type may possibly give 
rise to some question, but I am not pre- 
pared at this time to say what change, if 
any, will have to be made. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. President: I om not 
in the habit of making motions toincrease 
the expenses of the Commonwealth, and 
therefore I will withdraw my amend- 
ment which I offered, though I take it for 
granted that it would have been better to 
have printed a less number of copies in 
larger type which would have becn satis- 
factory. 

Mr. EWINO. Mr. President : I suggest 
an amendment if the committee will ac- 
cept it. Instead of designating the type, 
to amend, by adding “in such type as 
the committee may determine.” I will 
willingly leave it to the aommittee. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President: The 
committee, I judge, would prefer that 
the Convention should settle that ques- 
tion. 

Mr. TEMPLE. Mr. President: inas- 
much as there seems to be some misun- 
derstanding on this subject, I move that 
the further considerationof the resolution 
be postponed until to-morrow. 

The motion to pos:pJne was reject,ed. 

Mr. CAREY. Mr. President : I have 
had a good deal of experience, unlike my 
friend from Dauphin, (Mr. MacVeagh,) 
in both brevier and minion. I am sati* 
fied that the amendment of my friend 
from York (Mr. Cochran) is perfectly 
right, and that we should have a much 
better and much handsomer work in 
leaded minion than we should in leaded 
brevier. 

The amendment and the resolution, as 
amended, were agreed to. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Mr. President : I hold 
in my hands some papers which have 
been referred to the Committee on Coun- 
ties, Townshipsand Boroughs. On exami- 
nation by that committee it has been 
found that the papers properly belong to 
the Committee on County, Township and 
Borough Officers, they having been re- 
ferred to the improper committee. I 
therefore move you that the Committee 
on Counties, Townships and Boroughs be 
discharged from the further consideration 
of these documents, and that they be re- 
ferred to the Committee on County, Town- 
ship and Borongh OfHoers. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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A STATE REVISOR. 

Mr. ALRICKS offered the following reso- 
lution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revenue, Taxation and Fi- 
nance : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Reve- 
nue Taxation and Finance examine into 
the expediency of so amending the Con- 
stitution that one State Revisor shall be 
elected every three years, whose duty 
it shall be to examine and revise the acp 
counts in the Auditor General’s office,and 
ascertainand report, annually, to the Leg- 
islature whether bills and claims against 
the Commonwealth, on file in said office, 
for work, labor and material, are fair and 
t.rue accounts of the services rendered or 
material furnished, and whether all taxes 
on corporations have been equally and 
fairly adjusted according to law. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. President : I rise to a 
question of order. The Convention hav- 
ing given leave to the committee of the 
whole to sit at half-past twelve o’clock to- 
day, is it not the order of the clay that the 
committee do so sit ? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is of opin- 
ion that the leave given yesterday to 
the committee of the whole to sit at a 
particular hour does not repeal the rules 
of the House or the order of business. 

Rlr. LAMBEB~ON. Mr. President : I offer 
the following, desiring to preface it with 
the statement that I do so by request, 
without concurring in the proposition con- 
tained in it : 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair has ob- 
served for some days that gentlemen 
Irave been in the habit of trying to attract 
the Sresident’s eye by standing in their 
seats while other buslness is being tmns- 
acted. The Chair must say, and hopes he 
will bepardoned forsaying, that he makes 
it his duty not to see any gentleman who 
is standing while other business is going 
on, because if he did see him it would be 
the duty of the Chair to call the gentle- 
man to order in compliance with the rules 
of the House. 

TIXE JUDICIAL POWER AND ARRANGE- 
MRNT. 

Mr. LAMBERTON then offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was referred to 
the Committee on Judiciary : 

Resohed, That the Committee on the 
Judiciary be directed to inquire into the 
expediency of altering the Constitution in 
the following manner, viz : 

SECTION 1. The judicial power of this 
Commonwealth shall be vested in a Su- 

preme Court, in courts of oyer and ter- 
minerand general jail delivery, in a court 
of common pleas, orphans’ court, regis 
ters’ court and a court of quarter sessions 
of the peace for each county, in justices of 
the peace, and in such other courts as the 
Legislature may from time to time es- 
tablish. 

SECTIONS. TheSupremeCourtshallcon- 
sist of nine judges, elected by the quali- 
fied voters of the Commonwealth at large, 
a majority of whom, that is to say, not 
less than five, shall constitute a quorum. 
They shall hold their office for the term 
of eighteen years if they shall so long be- 
have themselves well, subject, however, to 
the arrangement in regard to the election 
and termsof the first board of nine judges 
as hereinafter provided. The first elec- 
tion shall take place at the first general 
election of this Commonwealth, which 
shall be held three calendar months or 
more after the adoption of this amend- 
ment, at which time the people shall elect 
as many additional judges of the Supreme 
Court as will, with those in office three 
calendar months previous tosaid election, 
make nine in all. The persons who shall 
then be elected shall hold their offices as 
follows : One of thelp for eighteen years ; 
one for sixteen years; one for fourteen 
years ; one for twelve years ; and each ad- 
ditional one, if any more, then elected for 
a term of two years, less than the lowest 
of the others, so as to leave an interval of 
two years successively between theexpira- 
tion of the said terms. The term of each 
to be decided by lot, by the said judges, 
as soon after the election as convenient, 
and the result certified by them to the 
Governor, that the commissions may issue 
in accordance thereto. The terms of the 
supreme judges holding by election who 
are in office three calendar months before 
the aforesaid general election shall expire 
as follows : The one whose term is nearest 
its expiration, two years; the next in 
four years; the next in six years; the 
next in eight years, and the next in ten 
years from the second Monday of Decem- 
ber next after said general election. And 
commissions shall issue in accordance 
therewith, and revoking their former oom- 
missions so far as they are inconsistent 
with those last issued. The terms of the 
judges of the Supreme Court, elected nn- 
der this amendment, shall commence on 
the second Monday of December in the 
year they are elected, and shall continue 
till the second Monday of December of 
the year in which the term expires. The 
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judges elected for the term of eighteen 
years shall be ineligible for a second term, 
but having served a term of eighteen 
years shall thereafter be entitled to re- 
ceive half pay for life. The judge whose 
commission will first expire shall be chief 
justice during his term, and thereafter 
each judge whose commission shall just 
expire shall in turn be the chief justice ; 
and if two or more commissions expire 
the same day the judges holding them 
shalldecide by lot which shall be the chief 
justice. Any vacancy by death, resigna- 

. tion or otherwise shall be filled by ap 
pointment by the Governor, to continue 
till the second Monday of December, 
which occurs more than three calendar 
months after the Vacancy occurs. All the 
supreme judges shall be commissioned 
by the Governor for the term they are to 
hold the office. 

SECTIOX 3. The commissions of all asso- 
ciated judges not learned in the law shall 
expire on the first Monday in December 
after the first general election at which 
judges of the Supreme Court are elected 
under the provisions of this Constitution. 
The judges of the courtsof common pleas, 
district courts and such other courts of 
record as now are or may hereafter be 
established by legislative authority, shall 
be persons learned in the law, and, except 
those learned in thelaw now holding said 
offices by election, shall be appointed by 
the Supreme Court and commissioned by 
the Governor for the term of ten years if 
they shall so long behave themselves well. 
It shall be the duty of the Supreme Court 
to appoint and assign to each district as 
many judges of the court of common pleas 
as the proper and speedy administration 
of justice requires ; and the Supreme 
Court may make such rules and regula- 
tion, and such designation of work and 
duties of the several judges of the com- 
mon pleas and other courts of record, as 
will facilitate the administration of jus- 
tice. The Supreme Court may, for suffl- 
cient cause ehown, remove any judge 
whom they appoint. The judges leam- 
ed in the law holding. by election, at 
the time of the adopt& of this Cousti- 
tution, shall continue in ot7lae till their 
commissions respectively expire, but the 
Supreme Court shall have all such au- 
thority and oontrol over them in every 
respect as they have over those appointed 
by them. The Supreme Court shall make 
such appointments and regulations that 
there may be at least one competent com- 
mon pleas judge, learned in the law; in 

each county, except where the county has 
so little population and territory, and is 
so convenient to the judges who preside 
as not to need a resident judge in the 
county ; also that every mau may have 
his cause tried and finally decided within 
a year after it is brought.- If either party 
desires it, and the other does not object, 
both the law and the facts may be sub- 
mitted to one or three of the said judges, 
and their decisions made final ; or if 
either party is not willing to make such 
decision final, then the other party not 
objecting the case may be tried before one 
judge, and the parties may submit points 
of law to be answered and made part of 
the record and subject to exceptions and 
a writ of error; or if either party demand 
it, the case shall be tried before a judge 
and jury in the ordinary way, and subject 
to exceptions and writ of error. In civil 
cases involving long or difficult ac- 
counts the legislative authority may pro- 
vide that either party may require the 
jury to be selected by men whose business 
tends to give them skill in accounts, and 
that such case either party may chal- 
lenge or cause such persona as do not 
come within that description, and the 
Legislature may, where it is deemed prao- 
ticable and. expedient, extend the same 
principle to other cases. 

SECTION 4. The judges of the Supreme 
Court and of the courts of common pleas, 
and of the other courts of record shall, at 
stated times, receive for their services an 
adequate compensation, which shall, not 
be diminished during their continuance 
in oftlce, but they shall receive no fees or 
perquisites of office, nor hold any other 
ofilce of profit under this Commontiealth 
or under the government of the United 
States, or any other State of this Union. 
The judges of the Supreme Court shall, 
during their continuance in omce, reside 
within this Commonwealth, and the other 
judges, during their continuance in ofllce, 
within the district or county to which 
they are assigned by the Supreme Court. 

FUTURE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIONS. 

Mr. BRODHEAD offered the following 
resolution, which was referred to the 
Committee on Future Amendments: 

Resolved, That a due regard for the 
rights of the people requires that the Con- 
vention should provide that any existing 
Constitution may be changed whenever 
the people may so desire, without the in- 
tervention of the Legishmre ; and that to 
seoure such object the Committee on 
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Future Amendments shall provide for a 
vote of the people, for or a@nSt a Cart 

’ &itUtiOml Cony8ntiOn, at the g8n8E31 

election to be held in the year 18q2, sn,d 
every ten years, thereafter, unless a Con- 
vention shall sooner be called by the 
action of the Legialatur& or otherwise. 

FRINTINO TEXTS OF PROrOBED AMEND 
MENTS. 

Mr. MACVEAW offered the following, 
resolution, which wasread asecond time : 

members as they shall think expedient.” 
I do not read, that by way of throwing 
any obstacle in the way of the paasage of 

. 

the gentleman’s resolution at all. I. 
merely want to call the attention of the 
Convention in cnnnectlon to that fact, 
while ordering the printing, for I presume 
that in accordance to that rule it would be 
nevertheless necessary, that whatever 
priming is ordered and reported by the 
committees, shall be first made in manu- 
script to the Convention. 

Revolved, That one hundred and fifty 
copies of the proposed texts of the Consti- 

Mr. &~.~UVEAQH. Yes, sir. I proposed 
to do that. 

, tution, as prepared by any of the standing 
committees, shall be printed, in the form 
oflegislatlve bills, for the use of the Con- 
vention, for the purpose of consideration 
and amehdment. 

EUBBAND AND WIFE. 

Mr. BROOMALL offered the followiug 
resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Legislation : 

Mr. MA~VEAQH. Mr. President : The 
Convention will bear with me one min- 
ute. I wish to state that it is not intend- 
ed to ‘revem the action of the Conven- 
tion at all as to tbe printing of resolution+ 
But that when any/ commitfm is ready to 
report a proposed text of the Constitution 
for the a&on of this body, that this pro- 
posed text thus prepared by the wmit- 
tee should be printed in the form of legis- 
lative bills, So that when any gentleman 
proposes to amend he ten do it by ready 
reference to the line which he has before 
him, and so that every other member of 
the Convention, havingthe proposed text 
of the Constitution, thus before him, will 
be ready to appreciate the full import of 
the propoaed amendment. 

I offer the resolution also because 1 
have the honor to announce to the Con- 
vention that the Committee on Legisla- 
ture is prepared to make its report. The 
ohairman of that committee, however, 
happens to have always been in a minori- 
ty of one on one question, that iatbe legi- 
bilityofhis handwriting. He thinks he can 
write copper plate and that anybody can 
read it who can read print, but in that 
Oonclusion no other person hss ever agreed 
with him, and he therefo~~.der$reS, before 
sending the written report of the commit- 
tee to the Clerk’s desk, that the Conven- 
tion will pas44 this resolution allowiug 
committees to print, in the form suggested, 
the text they propose to make part of the 
Constitution. 

Mr. COCECRAN. Mr. President; The 
thirty-first rule of the Couvent%en, aa. 
adopted by it, says : LLThat~the Conwention 
ahell order the printing of the same,” 

I that is all artioles of amendment pro-d 
to the Comrtitutiow “for the ,use of the 

ReaoZ~ed, That the Committee on Leg- 
islation inquire into the expediency of 
providing that the contract of marriage, 
shall have no effect relative upon the 
right of the property of the parties during 
its continuance, and that upon its terr 
mination by the death of either husband 
or wife the Survivor Shall take the same 
share and interest in the estate of the 
decedent. 

PREAMBLE. 

Mr. SIMPSON offered the following rea- 
debios,~whieh was read and referred to 
the Commibtee on &hednle : 

Resolved, That the follovring preamble 
to the Constitution be adopted, to wit : 

We, the people of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, acknowledging OUK de- 
pendence upon Almighty Co& r&d grate- 
ful 10 him for the blessings which we 
have enjoyed, and invoking His aid in 
our efforts to form a permanent govern- 
ment, establish justice, insure domestio 
tranquility, and to secure political and 
religious liberty to ourselvesand our pos- 
terity, do ordain and establish the follow- 
ing Constitution. 

Mr. T. H. B. PATTERSOI offered the 
following resolution, which wqs read and 
referred to the Committee on Schedule. 

Resolved, That the preper oommittee be 
mpw&ed to impire into the propriety of 
adopting the following preamble : 

We, the people of the Commonwealth 
of Penu~.ylvanla, grateful to Almighty 
God for our freedom and prosperity, and 
invoking His favor and guidance in order 
to secure for ourselves8nd our posterity 
the rights of liberty and property, do or- 
dain and establsh this Constitution. 

, 
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PUBLIC PROPERTY. 

3Sr. WRIOHT offered the following reso- 
lution Bhich was read and referred to 
the Committee on Declaration of Rights : 

~R&oZved, That the Committee on Decla- 
ration of Rights be directed to inquire 
into the expediency of inserting a provi- 
Sian in the Constitution that all places of 
burial, Ways, parks, squarcn, commous 
and other land now or heretier dedl- 
oated to ‘the puFLl1e f3halt, in no ‘lme, be 
appmpristed by fudividuals OF corpora- 
tions, or applied to other uses than those 
originally intended. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS. 

Mr. JOHN R. READ offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was read and refer- 
red to the Committee on Legislation : 

ReaoZv.4, That the Committee on Legis. 
lation are requested to inquire into the 
expediency of so amending the Constitu- 
tion that the General Assembly shall not 

rights with equal favor to nll the people 
of the State. The rates of transportation 
over their roads and their charges for ser- 
vice shall be’ in proportion to distance, 
&c., w%h the right to add an additional 
reasonablecharge f 

I delay on short hau 
r greater stoppage and 
s, and in nb case shall 

more be chargo~ for passengers or 
freight received by them without thelim- 
its of the State. 

ENFOACEYEBT OF CoNTEAOT$. 

.BQr. METZQER oi%red the following 
resolution, which waS read and referred 
to the Commtkkee on Declaration of 
Rights : 

Resolved, That the Committe on Bill of 
Rights be requested to inquire into the 
pl;opriety of adding to the seventeenth 
section of the Declaration of Rights the 
following clause : 

“ Nor shall any law be passed depriving 
a party of any remedy for the enfome- 

have power to ratify any amendment to ment of a contract which existed when 
the Constitution of the United States, n&r the oontract was m&e.” 
consent to any alteration therein, until 
the second reorganization of the General 

RATES OF TAXES. 

Assembly held after the submission of Mr. ELLIOTT offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to . such amendment or alteration by Con- . the Committee on Revenue, 

gress to the Legislatutes of the respective 
States. 

IW&ed, That the proper committee be 

PROTECTION OF LIFE AND LIYI& 
requested to report an amendment to the 
Constitution, in substance, aa follows : 

Mr. MANEOR otmed the tbllewing reso- “The property of oorporatlons now ex- 
lution, wbioh wesread andreferred’tc the isting or hereafter or&ted shall be sub- 
Committee on Rail&a : ‘. jest to mxatbn at’ the same rateand in 

B#e&d,- That the proper oomxnit&e he the same manner as the @operty of indi- ’ 
requested to inquire into the necessity of viduals, and ,not ‘otherwke, provided the 
incorporating a section into the Constitu- property offered for muuicipal;charitable~ 
tion, as f0110WS : or educational 

‘6 That it shall, be the duty of railroad by law.” 
purposes may be exempt 

\ 
companies traversing any p&ion &of the 
territory of this State to provide the best 
means of safety for the security and pro- 
tection of human life, limb and property 
plaoed in their charge,” 

BATES OF FREICtRT,&C. 

BRIBERY, PEBJUBY A.ND FBAUD. 

Mr. CAXPEELL offered the following 
resolutton,which was readand referred to 
,to the Committee ‘on Suffrage, Election 
and’ Franohise : 

Remlved,~ That tK$ Committee on Elec- 
Mr. STRUTHE& offered -$fie folloWng - tion and Subrage consider the following 

resolution, which was read and Wferred 
to the Comittee’on Railroads : I. 

Re.si)Zve&; Ti%ai the COmmittec ‘on Rail- 
+oadSberequ&sdtoreport a betion, Sub. 
stantfally as’foW%vs: ’ ” : 

“ Pu?Jii‘c railroads and odrporatlons are 
created to furnish oheapandready trana- 
portation of persons and property, thereby 
facilitating the developments of the re- 
sources and ,promoting the commercial, 
agriculturali mining and manufacturing 
interests of the Commonwealth. They 
shall use and exercise their powers and 

proposed sektion : 
SW?. -. Every pewon who shall here- 

after be oonvfoted of bribery or perjury at 
‘any eleotion,30r of wilful fraud, either in 
giving or receiving vOtef+ or in counting 
or ret&ruing the same, or fraudulently 
tampering with, altering, mutilat&g or 
destroying any electiou ~&arm+, .oertifi- 
cate or records, Shall be disquaiifled for 
voting at any election thereafter land for 
holding any of&e of honor or profit in 
this State. ,Ro idiot or insane pe&on or 
persons aonvioted of treason or felony in 
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this State shall hold any office or vote at 
any election therein. 

ANOTHER PA?% 

Mr. STANTON offered the following 
resolution : 

WHEREAS, One of the pages of the Con- 
vention has been directed to take charge 
of the coat room, and therefore the num- 
ber of pages on the floor has been reduced 
to nine ; 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be au- 
thorized to appoint one additional page. 

The question being, shall the Conveu- 
tion proceed to the second reading and 
consideration of the resolution, it was not 
agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT. Reports from stand- 
ing committees are now in order. 

Mr. MACVEAQH. Mr. President : I beg 
leave to make a report from the Commit- 
tee on Legislature. 

The PRESIDENT. The report will be re- 
ceived and read. 

Mr. MACVEAGIH. I move that the read- 
ing of the report, for the present, be dis- 
pensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. MACVEAGH. I move that one hun- 

dred and fitly copies of the report be 
printed, for the use of the members, in 
the form of legislative bills. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The report is as follows : 
FzY&. The legislative power of this 

Commonwealth shall be vested in a Gen- 
eral Assembly, which shall consist of a 
Senate and House of Representatives. 

Second. An election for members of the 
General Assembly shall be held on the 
first day fixed for the general election 
succeeding the adoption of this Constitu- 
tion and every two years thereafter. Their 
term of of&e shall ‘begin on the first day 
of January succeeding their election. 
When vacancies occur in either House the 
Governor shall issue writs of election to 
fill such vacancies for the balance of the 
term in which such vacancy occurred. 

Third. Senators shall be elected for the 
term of four years : From&d, That those 
who shall be elected at the first election 
after the adoption of this Constitution shall 
be divided by lot into two classes. The 
seats of the Senators of the first class shall 
be vacated at the expiration of two years, 
and of the second class at the expiration 
of four years. 

Fourth Representatives shall be elect- 
ed for the term of two years. 

fifz%, The General Assembly shall 

meet at twelve o’clock, noon, on the first 
Tuesday of January succeeding the adop- 
Dion of this Constitution, and every two 
years thereafter, unless sooner convened 
by theGovernor in special session. 

A’kth. No person shall be a Senator who 
shall not have attained the age of twenty- 
five years, and has been a citizen and in- 
habitant of the State four years next bc- 
fore his election, and the last year thereof 
an inhabitant of the district for which he 
shall be chosen, unless he shall have been 
absent on the public businessof theUnited 
States or of this State, and no person shall 
hold said office after he shall have re- 
moved from said district. 

Seaenth. No person shall be a Represen- 
tative who shall not have attnined the 
age of twenty-one years, and have been 
a citizen and inhabitant of the State three 
years next before hiselection, and the last 
year thereof an inhabitant of the district 
for which he shall be chosen, unless he 
shall have been absent on the public busi- 
ness of the United States or of this State, 
and no person shall hold said ofiice after 
he shall have removed from said district. 

Eighth. No Senator or Representative 
shall, during the time for which he shall 
have‘been elected,be appointed to any civil 
office under this Commonwealth which 
shall hav-e been created, or the emolu- 
ments of which shall have been increased 
during such time, and no member of Con- 
gress or other person holding any ofbce 
(except attorney-at-law and in the mili- 
tia) under the United States or this Com- 
monwealth shall be a member of either 
House during his continuance in Con- 
gress or in office. 

Ninth. No person who has been or here- 
after shall be convicted of bribery, per- 
jury or other infamous crime, or who has 
been or may be a collector or holder oi 
public moneys, who shall not have ac- 
counted for and paid over, according to 
law, all such moneys due from him, shall 
bs eligible to the General Assembly, or 
to any office of profit or trust in this State. 

Tenth. Every member of the General 
Assembly, before he enters iupon his ofh- 
cial duties, shall take and subscribe the 
following oath or affirmation : “1 do sol- 
emnly swear (or affirm) that I will sup- 
port the Constitution of the United St&es 
and the Constitution of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, and will Faithfully discharge 
the duties of Senator (or Representative) 
according to the best of my ability ; and 
I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I have 
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not paid or contributedanything, or made 
any promise in the nature of a bribe, to 
corrupt or influence, directly or indi- 
rectly, any vote at the election at which 
I was chosen to All the said office ; and I 
‘do further solemnly swear (or afflrm) 
.tbat I have not accepted or reoeived, and 
that I will not accept or receive, directly 
or indirectly, any money or other valuable 
thing from any corporation, company or 
person, for any vote or influence I may 
give or withhold on any bill, resolution 
or appropriation, or for any other official 
act.” 

Eleventh. The foregoing oath shall be 
administered by one of the judges of tho 
Supreme Court in the ball of the House 
to which the member is elected, and the 
Secretary of State shall read and file the 
oath subscribed by such member; any 
member who shall refuse to take said 

oath shall forfeit his office; and every 
member who shall be convicted of having 
sworn falsely to, or of having violated his 
said oath, shall forfeit his ofllce and be 
disqualified thereafter from holding any 
office of profit or trust in this State. 

Twelfth. Each member of the General 
Assembly shall receive, for such period of 
two years, the sum of twelve hundred 
dollars and mileage, at the rate of ten 
cents, for every mile traveled in going 
from their place of residence to their 
place of meeting and returning there- 
from, and no other allowance or per- 
quisite whatever, either for expenses or 
services, whether as member of any com- 
mittee or other duty as member of said 
General Assembly : Provided, That if the 
Governor shall convene the General As- 
sembly in special sessions each member 
shall receive ten dollars for each day of 
said session, with the same mileage as is 
hereinbefore provided for the regular ses- 
sion. 

Thirteenth. Rvery person who shall be 
elected or appointed to any office by the 
Legislature shall discharge the duties of 
such office in person and not by proxy. 

Fourteenth. The Lieutenant Governor 
shall preside over the Senate, and in Case 
of a vacancy in the office of Lieutenant 
Governor the Senate shall elect one of its 
members as Speaker; the House of Re- 
presentatives shall elect one of its mem- 
bers as Speaker ; each House shall choose 
its other ofXcers and shall judgeof the 
election and qualifications of its mem- 
bers. 

Zbfteenth. A majority of each House 
shall constitute a quorum, but a smaller 

number may adjourn from day to day, 
and may be authorized by law to compel 
the attendance of absent members, in 
such manner and under such penalties as 
may be prescribed. 

S’izteenth. Each House may determine 
the rules .of its proceedings, punish its 
members for disorderly behavior and, 
with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel 
a member, but not a second time for the 
same cause, and shall have all other pow- 
ers necessary for the Legislature of a free 
State. 

Seventeenth. The doors of each House 
and of committees of the whole shall be 
open, unless when the business is such as 
ought to be kept secret. 

Eighteenth. Neither House shall, with- 
out the consent of the other, adjourn for 
more than three days, nor to any other 
place than that iu which the two Houses 
shall be sitting. 

n’ineteenth. The members of the Gen- 
eral Assembly shall in all cases, except 
treason, felony, violation of the oath here- 
inbefore prescribed, and breach or surety 
of the peace, be privileged from arrest 
during their attendance at the sessions of 
their respective Houses, and in going to 
and returning from the same ; and for 
any speech or debate in either House they 
shall not be questioned in any other 
place. 

Twentieth. The General Assembly shall 
apportion the State every ten years, be- 
ginning at its iirst session after the adop- 
tion of this Constitution by dividing the 
population of the State as ascertained by 
the last preceding federal census by the 
number thirty-three, and the quotient 
shall be the ratio of representation in the 
Senate. Counties containing a population 
of four-fifths of said ratioshall be separate 
Senatorial districts, and elect each one 
Senator. Counties containing not less 
than the ratio and three-fourths thereof 
shall each elect two Senators, and one ad- 
ditional Senator for each number of in- 
habitants equal to the ratio contained by 
said rounties in excess of twice the num- 
ber of said ratio. All Senatorial districts 
shall be formed of contiguous and con,- 
pact territory, each as nearly as possible 
an equal number of inhabitants : PPO- 

vided, That no city or county shall elect 

more than four Senators. 
!tbenty+at. The General Assembly 

shall apportion the State every ten years, 
beginning at its first session.after the 
adoption of this Constitution by dividing 
the population of the State as ascertained 
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by the last preceding federal census by and to conline these elections under these 
the number one hundred, and the quo- restrictions to “regular terms of service.” 
Cent shall be the ratio of representation Again, “on the third Friday of March.” 
in the House of Representatives. Every In referenoe to this day, there was some 
county shall be entitled to one Repreaen- diversity of opinion in the committee, 
tative, unless its population is three-fifths and the third Friday in March was agreed 
of the ratio. Every county having a popu- upon, because it had been the general 
lation of not less than the ratio and three- time, so f?rr as one time had ever existed 
tifths shall be entitled to two Representa- in Pennsylvania. 
tives, and for each additional number of 

It was thought best, 

inhabitants equal to the ratio one Repre- 
for that reason, toretain it, although there 
was much diversity of opinion among the 

sentntive. Counties contaming less than members of the committee on this sub- 
three-fifths of the ratio shall be formed ject. Many of the members bclicrcd 
into single districts of compact and con- that the third Friday in February would 
tiguous territory, bounded by county better accommodate the people of the 
lines, and contain, as nearly as possible, State. 
an erpz%l number of inhabitants. What the committee desired, and what 

The PRESIDENT. The Convention will they thought was necessary, maS one uni- 
now resolve itself into a committee of the form time. In the past, any person front 
whole, for the further consideration of any portion of the State, who considered 
the report of the Committee on Suffrage, the election clay inconvenient to himself, 
Election and Representation. Mr. Walker could go to his friend in the Logislaturc 
will please occupy the Chair. and have a special time appointed for 

The CHAIRXAN (Mr. Walker.) The the election in his district. 
committee of the whole has had referred Now, if there is any one thing the peo- 
to it the report of the Committee on Suf- pie of Pemlsylvania are agreed upon in 
frage, Electionand Representation. When reference to our organic law, It is to kill 
the committee rose the second section special legislation ; and we will not do it 
was before it. That section will now be if we commit to the Legislature the fixing 
read of the time for holding elections. Cnder 

The section was then read, as follows : the old rule, if a man wanted to get mar- 
“All elections for city, ward, bomugh ried and it did not suit him to be home 

and township officers, for regular terms just at the appointed time, he would have 
of service, shall be held on the third Fri- another day fixed by law to suit himself. 
day of March.” Sow it has been alleged that there art\ 

i'vfr. hf'ALLISTER. I was called upon such diversities growing out of the indns- 
yesterday for an explanation of the ren- trial pursuits, particularly of the fi~~ncr, 
sons why changes were made in the Con- as render it impossible to agree npon one 
atitution in reference to the subject matter time. I deny that proposition. In our 
of these two seclions. The first alone was naiional gorernment it was thought ad- 
then under consideration. I beg leave, visablc to tix one certain day for the clec- 

this morning, to make a very few remarks tion of our President and Congressmen ; 
in explanation of the section now under and that matter has accordingly lxcn 
c*onsideration. And first, in reference to taken in hand by the national government 
the municipalities to whioh it shall apply, itself, which is hereafter to control it. If 
for city, ward, borough and township of-li- diversity of climate throughout the entire 
(ers, there may be elections which arc length and breadth of the Unitctl Staten 
not included in these four designations, was not an insuperable objection to fixing 
but it wss thought that that could bc one day for the national general election 
safely left to the Legislature. These are there should certainly Ix ,:I) trouble aboni 
restrictions upon the Legislature. .411 fixing one day in the State of Pcnnsyl- 
ljower is in that body unless we deprive vania. 
lt of its exercise, and for that reason it My attention was called to this siibjcct 
was thought beat not to multiply words, less than a year ago, at a n:ltionxl con- 
hut to describe theso as city, ward, bo- vention of agriculturists of the United 
rough and township officers. States. On the 18th day of Nay it was as- 

Again, for “regular terllls of service.” signed as a reason why certain delo@es 
‘i’hc question of vacancies was before the were not in attendance that they wcr~ 
C‘ommittee on Suffrage,anditwas thought taking in their wheat crojx. On the nest 
best to lcn~e to the Legislilture the man- day the convention was cntertnined by 
ncr iu which vacancies shall be supplied, the agricultural ,soocicty of Missouri, and 
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a box of crackers was furnished from Ala- 
bama, which had been made out of the 
wheat crop of that year. So that wheat 
and barley seem to be coming in from 
some one State or another almost all 
through the summer months. 

I allude to this for the purpose of show- 
ing that the diversity of climate in our 
country can be no good reason why we 
should not fix upon the same day for a 
State election. For myself, as an indi- 
vidual member of the committee, I am 
free to say I should prefer the third Fri- 
day of February, because it would accom- 
modate our citizens engaged in lumber. 
That is a business dependent upon the 
weather, and must be attended to at a oer- 
tain time, and it takes away a large por- 
tion of the citizens of my county. Why, 
then, should it not be agreed to ? ‘I have 
no preference for myself, iudividualiy, be- 
tween the third Friday of February and 
the third Friday of March. I have al- 
ready said I should have preferred the 
third Friday in February, because my 
constituency are then disengaged. I was, 
however, perfectly willing to coincide in 
this report and advocating the third Fri- 
day in March, conscious that my con- 
stituency would ratify our action if we 
fixed a uniform time, even one to their 
inconvenience. 

But, Mr. President, what objection is 
there to February ? It is said that it is in 
the midst of winter and the weather is 
cold. March is in the rainy season, and 
consequently the weather is damp. I 
think our citizens would rather go to the 
polls in cold weather than in damp wea- 
ther. But be this asit may, let us fix one 
uniform time; that is all that the Com- 
mittee on Suffrage desires. 

It is important for the same reason that 
our general election should be held upon a 
particular day. The evil does not pro- 
bably exist to the same extent in the lo- 
cal as in the general elections ; but when- 
ever there is an interest felt in the local 
election, and you have adjoining election 
districts, electing on different days, you 
have the same importation from adjoin- 
ing districts that you have in the general 
election from adjoining States, and above 
all, if it were fixed for a uniform day, as 
it is by the proposition coming from the 
committee, we take away all cause for 
special legislation, which has been the 
curse of our State. 

Mr. CORBETT. I move toamend, bystrik- 
ing out ‘6 March” and inserting ‘4 Febru- 
ary.” 

16 

Mr. J. N. PURVIANCE. I move to amend, 
by striking out all after the word “whole” 
and inserting as follows : 

“At such time and place as shall be 
fixed by act of the Legislature, and that 
such election shall be held on the same 
day in each electiou district. The persons 
then elected shall hold their offices re- 
spectively for two years, and until their 
successors are duly elected and quali- 
tied,” 

The, CHAIRMAN. The amendment of 
the gentleman from Allegheny is before 
the Convention. 

Mr. J. P. WETHERILL. Mr. Chairman : 
I am satisfied from the character of the 
debate that has taken place on this ques- 
tion, that there will be a great diversity 
of opinion’in regard to’the fixing of any 
one day upon which spring elections can 
be held. I do not pretend to know what 
may be the wishes of gentlemen outside 
of cities, in this regard, but I am satisfied 
of one thing, that whatever time will be 
acceptable to any one section, will not 
be likely to be acceptable to any other. 
There will, therefore, be a great deal of 
difficulty in arranging and fixing the time 
to suit all. 

But there is another, and I thinka more 
important faot, which we who are from 
the cities, should consider. I desire, com- 

ing as I do from this city, to make my re-- 
marks principally upon that.point. 

I do not conceive, sir, although much 
may be said in favor of frequency of ebcr-. 
tions, that there is any advantage. iits it. 
1 do not see that it will do the people of 
ourState any good for them toexetise that 
sovereign power of which we have heard 
so much twice a year. I am fully aware 
how, oftentimes, people are led by those 
who conceive themselves to be party 
leaders ; tit, to come direct to the praoti- 
cal question-the question in which we 
who live in cities are much interested : Is 
it to our advantage to have a fall and 
spring election in large cities? 

What is there to be said in regard to 
the advantages of two elections? It has 
been urged, and .forcibly so, that if we 
separate municipal matter from State 
matter-if we divide municipal elections 
from State elections-inasmuch as party 
ties are not then so binding-inasmuch as 
a voter can have his atteution fixed more 
directly upon the election of those who 
are to govern his city, he can then, per- 
haps, exercise more care in regard to his 
choice. A resident of this city, as I am, 1 
can fully understand all that. But I oau, 
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at the same time, see disadvantages per- we will have, I think, infused into oar pi] 
haps equally great. 

. 
elections a degree of quiet which will & 

I need not say, in this presence, that extremelg acceptable to us all. 
that there is a strong doubt as to the wis- Again, sir, if WC do away with feed 
dom of keeping a city of seven hundred officers and salary our own and all other 
thousand inhabitants in continual tur- officers, we will lessen that desire whioll 
moil. I need not say that to set the politi- prompts a man to go into the politic;+! 
(~1 cauldron boiling twice a Year will be field that he mag make a fortune in two 
extremely inconvenient to the inhabi- years or so. In the city, Mr. Chairman, 
tants of a large city. I need not allude to it is well known that when a large for- 
the excitement which occupies the time tune is ensured to a man who can secur,~ 
just preceding elections. I need not al- an otlice for only a term of t%To years, th,~ 
lude to the fact that we elect to offices struggle is desperate, first to get the nomi- 
men who, in theiroflicial positions, secure nation, and then to secure the election ; 
a fortune ; and I need not refer to the fact and when this element enters into an 
that, in securing these positions, they election it greatly disturbs the peace and 
strain every nerve and move Heaven and quiet of a large city. This element wil I 
earth to accomplish their purposc~. It bc removed by fixed salaries. If you rt’- 
must be apparent that, in doing this, there Gove it and the element of special legis- 
is a tumult created-a disturbance raised lation and decide iu f*vor of biennirrl se+ 
-which is extremely dangerous to the sions, I think the cit.y of Philadelphi:c 
well being of a large city. We have that would be content with one election in lhtl 
tumult once a year, and I am sure the fall, but until this is done I cannot, COW 
people of cities do not care to hart that sistently vote for two elections. 
infliction placed upon them twice a Year. Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Chairman : As om’ 

Now, sir, we have only to look at this of the committee that reported this ser- 
nMter for a moment to be convinced of tion, and having been unable to agree 
its apparent evil effects. I cannot con- with the other members of that commii- 
t*eivo how those of our members coming tee in regard to the proposition bcforc the 
from large cities are enabled tosee clearly Convention, I desire to add a few ri’- 
and fully, at the present time, the neces- marks to what has just been so well Gtl 
sity of having spring elections, and for by the gentleman from Philndell~bi;~ 
this reason. If we have spring elections, (Mr. Wetberill.) In addition to the L’rcs- 
who will w% have to elect in the fall ? If qnency of elections, there are other cafe- 
we have biennial sessions, which I under- siderations of which I desire to get ritl. 
stand will be presented by the committoo The business habits of the people are not, 
and acted upon by this body, it seems to uniform throughout the f&ate, and it is 
me that the fall elections will clmindle impossible to fix any one day upon which 
into a very small matter, perhaps one the whole people of the State can gtner- 
State of&or every two years. ally agree as a day for holding mnnicip:~ I, 

There is also another important point ward, borough and township electionr. 
in regard to this matter. I have an idea A day that will suit the fan?lcrs of Chc+ 
if we conclude to do away pith special ter, York, Delaware and Lancaster town- 
legislation; that thereby there will be cre- ties Iv-ill not suit the residents of Tiara, 
:tted a good Legislature or a better one, Warren, Potter and MXcan, comprising 
perhaps, than we have had heretofore. the range of the northcrn tier of count&. 
Therefore, in the fall of the year, men A day that will suit ‘the citizens of the 
~-110 desire to go to the Legislature for border counties IT-ill not bo aceeptabl e 1 o 
motives which may be improper will not those inhabiting the lumber regions, aijd 
(*are to go there for the purpose of passing should a day be selected which will mc(‘t 
,qeneral laws, and they will not be so desi- the views of the interior counties, it wil i 
rous of becoming candidates. In the fall, not be acceptable to the business men c!L 
then, all the activity and zeal exhibited our cities. I do not care whether a day it1 
Ity men anxious for place and power, February or Mltrch is selected; eitbcl 
knowing the result secured by the posses- will be equally unacceptable to the bu+- 
aion of that place and power under special ness men of Philadelphia, ~-ho are in thr. 
legislation, will not care to become candi- heighth of their business in that season (1:’ 
dates ; and as we may have pure and good the year, and they will not desire to t.6~ 
men nominated for office, a great deal of taken away from their business dutip!s trl 
the turmoil, trouble and the unpleasant attend to a spring election. In addition t.0 
&%ension will be done away with, and this. I may remark t,hat Philadcl@-A has 
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had no spring election for years, and I for all the public offlcers of the Common- 
believe the people of Philadelphia are en- wealth. I desire to see this provision 
tirely satisfied with the present arrange- stand just as it is reported by the Corn-- 
ments of affairs. There is also another mitteo, bemuse if there is anything that 
consideration which enters in this ques- the people of Pennsylvania called this 
tion, and it is the espenso which is in- Convention to accomplish, it was for the 
valved. It costs even now about $x,- purpose of purifying our elections. The 
000 to hold an election in the city of I’hila- firm conviction among the people of thcr 
tlelphis, and additional taxes will have to State that there must be something &no 
be imposed if these elections are held in in order to purify our elections has done 
all the cities of the Commonwealth as more to assemble us here to-day than any 
well as in the rural districts. I there- other reforms that are demanded. pu’ow, 
fore, Mr. Chairman,-offer the following the people of Philadelphia are of the 
amendment : opinion that in.order to purify our oit 

“fiowided hornever, That the cities ha\-- and county elections, this Convention 
ing a population of fifty thousand and up- must remove them from all political in- 
wards may, when authorized by law, Huencc-lhat is, using the word political 
change the time of holding the muuicipal in its poorest sense-and, for this reason, 
elections by a vote of the people at the I hope that this provision in reference itr 
next general election.” municipal elections will be retained in 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state this section, so that the people of Phila- 
that there isalready an amendment to the delphia ma? have an opportunity of st- 
amendment now pending, and the gen- letting their city and county offioelli 
tleman’s amendment is not in order. without being influenced by this partisan 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Nr. Chairman : As a and political strife. 
member of the Committee on Suffrage I Mr. DARIJXGTO?~. Mr. Chairman : It ap- 
advocated the insertion in this clause of pearsto me t,hat thisdebateisdegenerating 
the word “ city,” so that it should apply into the question whether there shall be :I 
to the city from which I come-Philadel- change made in the election day for the 
phia. I differ with my ‘colleague (Mr. city of Philadelphia. Now, sir, this is a 
Wetherill) in his statement that it is very question involving a principle like the 
well known, and that it is the feeling of one we discussed yesterday. It is a qucs- 
the people of Philadelphia, that they do tion entirely of expediency as t,o whethei 
not wish two elections. There is a large it will he proper to make a change in t,hi* 
body of people in Philadelphia who de- day of holtling spring elections for thr, 
sire to remove all the interference of ordinary township oflicers, and not m re- 
politics from their elections for city ant1 spect to the city of Phjladelphia, which 
county officers, and they desire, for this has no spring election at ,present. Is thi-: 
purpose, to have the election day for city the right plxrc and is this the proper 
and county officers fixed upon a differ- body todeuide this questiori? It strikesmp. 
cnt day from that on which tho general 3Ir. C,hairman, that they are not. It ma>- 
election is held. Xow, sir, I was mainly be, it is true, that the city of Philadelphi:i 
instrumental in putting that word into ought to have a separate time for the elcc,- 
this section, and, in fact, I wished alsa tion of her city officers from that prc- 
to include the word .‘county,” so as to scribed for tho general election of Stat,: 
have every officer of the dty and county officers, but I do not think that this Con- 
elected at a different time from that upon vention is the hotly to settle that question 
which the members of the T,egislature, for its citizens. I hare no doubt that w: 
judges of the Supreme Court or (:ovcrnor shall have bcforc us, in due time, a report 
ohall be elected. from the Committee on Cities and City 

The argument wed by my caollcaauc Chnrtcrs, in which, if I understand thr, 
(Mr. Wetherill) that there would be great foreshadowings, wo shall be asked i ) 
tumult at this election, and that tho poo- place guards upon the action of the Legis- 
pie of Philadelphia wonld be kept in con- lature, restraining the legislntire pow~: 
t&ant turmoil, trouble and political ex- from interfering with the business of a eit?- 
t*itoment, will not apply here. This Con- in her municipality, and I, for one, wou:~l 
\yention, as the gentleman wishes and go further, and say to the Legislatnre th:i: 
suggests, will remove the temptation for there shall be no legislation aEecting th. 
k&l1 this turmoil and excitement, that is intcrosts of a rity unless it is asked for tt- 
now so much feared from having two elec- the city government. If the city author;- 
tions, by fixing salarier, instead of fees, ties should s) tlesire, and if, when JVV 

. 
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come tO the definition of the powers of that kind ofspeciallegisl~~tion. Theout-crJ 
the Legislature, it shall be asked by those 
011 this floor representing them, that th0 

is against that kind Of special legislation 

Legislature shall not hereafter be allowed 
in which, according to the familiar phrase, 
there is money. That is the kind of special 

to pass laws granting certain privileges 
to railroad corporations or to individuals, 

legislation for which private interests ask, 
and when it is said and supposed that mo- 

unless they are asked for by tbc city 
authorities, I, for one, will be prepared to 

ney is Used to influence public judgment. 
That is the kind Of special legislation that 

grant their request in placing this re- we are to guard against. What special 
striction upon that body. Whencrer this 
subject comes before this Convention for 

legislation would it be to allow any county 
to hold its local election in any month it 

its consideration, and the reprcscntatives desires to? Where there is no principle 
Of the citizens of Philadelphia may say to invO, ved m]ly shoUld we interfere with 
t0 US that the city councils will ask the the wishes Of any portion of citizens of 
Legislature to pass a law to enable them the State, and compel them to vote for 
to take a vote upon the question of spring their county or municipal olficersat a time 
elections, 80 that, uninfluenced by other when it is inconvenient for them tO dO SO? 
considerations, the people themselves 
shall decide whether they will have 

But the committee stat0 through their 

spring elections for their municipal offi- 
chairman (Nr. M’hllister) that they dc- 

cers. This will be the way in which to 
sire a uniform day throughout the State. 
~1 

reach the end that is desired ; but this is 
ley advocate the idea of symmetry, but 

not the place, nor is it the time, to discuss 
it is such symmetry as the English gar- 
d 

that question. I submit to the Conven- 
ener believed in, who, finding a lad ma- 

tion that there is no necessity whatever 
rauding on his premises, locked him in 
an upper roOm in a stable, and when the 

for putting anything in ,the Constitution lad Dut his head out of the window the 
which we are here to frame in regard to the 
subject, for all these township elections 

gardcrner took his master’s son and put hinl 
in a building opposite to look out of the 

are held in the spring, and reqnire no \t+ndOw there. 
constitutional provisions or guards to be 

That idea of symmetry 
IUay be run into the ground. It is not ne- 

placed around the Legislature. Gener- 
ally, they are held at the time indicated 

cessary that wc should all have precisely 

-on the third Friday in March. 
the same legislation in difl‘0r0nt districts. 
We have in our county on0 way of rnend- 

But I am told, I suppose correctly, that ing roads, most acceptable to our people. 
in some portions of the State it would be We let them out on contract. Oar peo- 
a very inconvenient day to compel the plr think they get their roads be’tter 
people to hold tlteir elections on the third made iu that way than they would in any 
Friday of March. If so, what reason Of other mode. Who is to settle such a ques- 
State or policy should prevent the people tion? Whose rights are interfered with 
Of any town or county from holding their by allowing oUr people to have whatever 
local elections at snch times as would b0 road law? they choose for the manago- 
most convenient for themselves? I hear ment of their domestic highways? What 
none. I know of none. We are satisfied rights Of the people of the lumber counties 
in our portion of the country with the will bc infrhiged by allowing them to 
time in which the spring elections are held elect their county officers on whatorer 
there. In the lumber regions, I am told, days they please? It is, Mr. President, 
they desire a different time. Whyshould for the purpose of allowing the Lcgisla- 
t,hey not have them on a different day? tore to accommodate the citizens Of this 
In Philadelphia, acoording to the advice great Commonwealth, or anyportionofit, 
of some gentlemen who have spoken to with any legislation that suits them best 
US, they want but one election day in the -call it “special legislation” if you please 
year. According to the information given -that tho power to name diff0rent days 
US by others they want two. Whenevel Of election in different counties is given 
they decide that question for themselves to the law-making power Of the State. If 
I am in favor of their having ono or two, th0 Legisiature should fail to accommo- 
as they please. date my district with any particularlegis- 

Is it any good objection, allow me to ask lation, that infringed upon nobody else, 
Of my friend from Centre, (Mr, M’Allis- they should fall short Of their duty. It is 
ter,) to bring in the plea of special legis- the buxinesr of the Legislature to do for 
lation about which this out-cry is raised? the people what the people want to have 
I apprehend that the out-cry is not against done to promote their comfort and conye- 

. 
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nience in every department and erery 
walk of life, so long as the in interests of 
nobody else are interfered with by it. 

It is for thaE reason, Mr. President, that 
I am opposed to this whole proposition. 
It ought not to be any part of the Con- 
stitution. It concerns officers which are 
creatures of Jaw and not of the Constitu- 
tion. It never has been part of the Con- 
stitution. There has been, as I said yes- 
terday in regard to the other portion of 
this resolution, no public call for its amend- 
ment ; at least it has escaped my observa- 
tion if there has Ipeon. Has there been 
the suggestion of a public print, or of a 
public man, or of a public newspaper 
anywhere, in favor of this change? Not 
one that I know of. Then Tvhy should 
we, for the sake of change, make a change 
uncalled for by the publit, unnecessary 
and inconvenient to a large class of our 
people 7 

Mr. HAY. Mr. President: It seems to 
me that the reasons which are urged for 
the passage of this resolution are only 
such as should cause this Convention to 
vote against it. The reasons given in its 
favor are simply those of expediency. As 
far as I am concerned I have not been 
convinced by anything that has yet been 
said why the people of the different lo- 
calities of this Commonwealth should not 
call their local elections at such times as 
n~ay be most convenient to themselves. 
It does not seem to me that there is any 
important principle involved in this mat- 
ter which demands action of this kind, and 
for one I am opposed to the adoption of 
this resolution, because I do not think 
this is one of those questions which ought 
to be determined here. It is one which I 
think ought to be left to the action of the 
legislative departxhent of the govern- 
ment, and should be regulated by the 
cmvenience of the people in the different 
portions of the State. 

Sfr. HANNA. I have listened, with 
much interest, to the debate upon this 
question, a proposition which to my mind 
seemed to be merely a local election. I 
have asked myself this plain question : 
Why should this be provided for at a,ll in 
the Constitution of the State ? 

I agree entirely with the remarks made 
by my friend from Chester (Mr. Darling- 
ton.) As has been said, there is a great 
disparity of opinion in regard to what 
would be convenient for the ditferent sec- 
tions of the State. What will suit the 
cities will not suit the counties. My col- 
league (1fr. Simpson) has very fully ex- 

plained what the wants of the cities are in 
regard to this matter, and I conceive, Mr. 
Chairman, that we need not take any 
action upon this matter at all. As the 
gentleman from Allegheny (Mr. Hay) 
has just said, let it be a matter of local 

legislation entirely. The people of the 
different sections of the State know for 
themselves what time of the year will 
suit them best, and what will suit one 880 
tion will not suit the other. 

I concede that this question is not for us 
to decide as a matter of constitutional en- 
actment. We have gone far enough, I 
submit. We have gone thus far in fixing 
a day for general State elections and oon- 
gressional elections. Now let us stop 
there and let the people of the different 
sections through their representatives in 
the Legislature, express their will in re- 
gard to these minor and local matters. I 
therefore hope that the Convention will 
take this view of the entire subject. Let 
this matter of private, local business be 
settled by the people in the different sec- 
tions of the State. We, as a Convention, I 
do submit, have nothing whatever to do 
with this matter. Let it be with the peo- 
ple themselves. 

The amendment of Mr. JOHN N. PUR- 

VIANCE was rejected. 
Mr. CLARK. Representing as I do a sec- 

tion of. the State somewhat interested in 
the lumber business,it is proper, perhaps, 
for me to cay that the third Friday of 
March would be most inconvenient for 
all that portion of the State so interested. 
It is true that the month of February, and 
indeed all the winter months, are times 
when the people in our part of the coun- 
try, and in all the lumber portions of the 
State, are busy, and it has been remarked 
by my friend from Philadelphia (Mr. 
Simpson) that it is a business season 
here; but men are not usually so busy 
that they have rot time to vote, while 
with us it becomes utterly impracticable 
for lumbermen to vote on the third Friday 
of March, because, ordinarily, they are not 
at home at that time. Their business calls 
them away, and I venture to say that one- 
third of the voting population of the rural 
districtscould not vote on the third Friday 
of March, thoughall could vote on the third 
Friday of February. There oan then be no 
special objection to fixing that day as the 
time of holding municipal and county elec 
tions, especially in view of the fact that on 
the day now namedit would be utterlyim- 
practicable for a large portion of the voters 
of the State to vote if the election be fixed 
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in the latter end of March. I hop0 the 
members ot the Convention will take this 
Wet into consideration. Asen illustration 
of this, in the northern and eastern parts 
of Indiana county wo hart a large lumber 
iuterest, and there the elections are held 
in February, while in t,he balance of the 
c*uunty they are held,in March. This dis- 
tinction is held throughout the State. In 
Clearfield county the elections are held 
in December, which is as busy a month 
as any in the year, but in that month the 
pe iple of that county are at home. I hope 
the Conventionwill consider favorably the 
proposition to change the day of election 
from the third Friday of March to the 
third Friday of February. 

Mr. DARLINC+TON. Mr. President : Be- 
line that question is taken, I wish to say 
that that would be a most inconvenient 
time to all our people. It is a very bad 
s;Pason of the year for US. 

On agreeingto the amendment, to insert 
‘&the third Friday in February” for the 
“third Friday in March,” a division was 
cxlled, resulting eighty-seven in the 
:rffirmat.ive, more than a majority of a 
quorum. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. President : I ofi’er 

t.he following amendment : 
‘<Proveded however, That cities may, 

when authorized by law-, change tho time 
of holding their municipal elections by a 
vote of the people at the next general 
election. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
The question being upon the section as 

amended, a division was ordered, which 
resulted, athrmativ-e eighty-four, which 
being a majority of the Convention, the 
section was agreed to. 

Mr. CORBETT. Mr. Chairman: I move 
the committee rise and report back to the 
Convention _ the report of the Committee 
on SuBrage, Election and Representation, 
with theamendments thereto, which have 
l)een adopted. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. WALKER. Mr. President: The 

eommitt.ee of the whole have instructed 
their chairman to report with amend- 
ments the sections upon the subject of 
elections, which they have had under 
consideration. 

The PRESIDENT. The question will he 
first taken upon the last amendment, to 
strike out “March” and insert “Feh- 
rusry.” 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The CI.ERK proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. HOPKIHS. Mr. President : I rise t,o 
a point of order. My point of order is: 
That a vote of this Convention, either by 
rising or by yeas and nays, is not in order 
upon the question as it now stands before 
the Convention. The report is made 1,~ 
the chairman of the ronnnittec of the 
whole, with amendments, The question 
then, at, the proper time, comes up before 
the Convention upon second reading, and 
the gentlemen can have the yeas and naps 
uponany proposition that they may choose 
to submit. 

The PRESIDEIVT. The point of ordct 
should have been stated sooner, but the 
Chair will consider it. The committee of 
the whole nor no other committrc has a 
right to alter a bill which is once in pas- 
se&on of the House. They may propose 
amendments to it, but it is for the House 

to agree to those amcndmznts, and thus 
put them on the Journal. The loose pm<:- 
tice which the Chair is aware prevails in 
some Legislatures in reference to amend- 
ments, made in c.mmittoe of the whole, 
is such that when the original hillis alter- 
ed nobodv can tell whether it was done 
by committee of the whole or how it was 
done. Sometimes it has hecn alleged to 
have been done in a very irregular nran- 
nor. 

The clerk then completed the call of 
the roll, and the result was as follows : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Achenhach, nlricks, Andrew-s, 
Srmstrong, Baer, Baily, (Perry,) Barman, 
Barclay, Beebe, Rlack, Charles A., Brod- 
head, Brown, Campbell, Carter, Cassidy, 
Church, Clark, Co&ran, Corbett, (!orson, 
Craig, Curry, Curtin, Dallas, Davis, Ih, 
France, Dimmick, Dodd, Elliott, Ellis, 
Ewing, Fulton, Gibson, Gilpin, Guthrie, 
Hay, Hemphill, Hopkins, Eorton, How- 
ard, Hunsicker, Kaine, Lambcrton, Lsn- 
dis, Lawrance, Lear, Lilly, Long, M’Al- 
lister, M’Camant, M’Clean, M’Connell. 
M’Cullocl~, M’Murray, MacVeagh, Mann, 
Mantor, Rletzger, Minor, Mott, Kiles, Pal- 
mer, G. W., Palmer, H. W., Parsons, 
Patterson, T. H. B., Patton, Pughe, Pur- 
man, Purviance, John S., Purvianee, 
Samuel A., Reed, John R., Reynolds, S. 
H., Rooke, Runk, Smith, W. H., Temple, 
Turrell, Walker, Wetherill, J. M., Wher- 
ry, White, David h’., White, J. W. F.. 
Worrell and Wright-84. 

SASS. 

Messrs. Addicks, hiney, Baker, Bar- 
tholomew, Bowman, Boyd, Broomall, 
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tluckalew, Carey, Collins, Cronmiller, Black, J. S., Cuyler, Fell, Finney, Fun&, 
Darlington, Dunning, Edwards, Hanna, Gowen, Hall, Harvey, Heverin, Reed, 
fTaazard, Knight, Littleton, Nerrlin, Pat- Andrew, Russell, Sharpe, Smith, H. G., 
terson, D. W., Porter, Reynolds, James Stewart, White, Haryy, and Woodward. 
f,., Ross, Simpson, ‘Smith, Henry W., 

_ 

&&on, Struthers, Van Reed, Wetherill, Mr. COCHRAW. I move the Convention 

Jno. Price. and Meredith. Presidenb-30. do now adjourn. 

So the amendment was agreed to. The motion was agreed to. 

ABSENT AWD NOT VOTINC~. -Messrs. So the Convention, at one o’clock and 
Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Bnrdsley, Biddle, fifty-nine minutes, adjourned. 
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EIGHTEENTH DAY. 

THURSDAY, J~nuury 16, 1873. 

The Convention met at twelve o’clock M. 
Prayer was offered by Rev. James W. 

Curry, of Altoona, as follows : 
We acknowledge Thee, our Heavenly 

Pather, as the Giver of every good and 
perfect gift. Grant us Thy presence this 
day, especially during the hours we may 
spend together in our deliberation. Give 
us clear conceptions of the duties we have 
to perform. Help us to perform those 
duties with fidelity to our constituents 
and with an eye single to the glory of 
God. We ask Thy blessing, Oh God, to 
abide with this Convention, Let Thy 
blessing rest upon the President of the 
United States. Bless our land and nation. 
Guide all in authority in Thy fear, to glo- 
rify Thee, the God of nations ; and finally 
save us through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

APPROVINo THE JOURNAL. 

met in this city the Secretary of the Treu- 
sury submitted the only response to our 
resolutions; that response I have in my 
desk, but up to this moment the Auditor 
General has submitted no response what- 
ever. The Committee on Private Corpo- 
rations think it is about time that the 
Auditor General should be heard from, 
and they have directed mo to offer this 
resolution in order to stir him up. I hope 
the convention will adopt this resOlution, 
and that the Auditor General, although 
he is at present in a state of transition, 
will perform the remaining dut,ies before 
he retires from his office. 

The question being taken on the reso- 
lution, it was agreed to. 

REFERENCE OF REBOLUTIONS. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

INTOXICATINo LIQUORS. 

Mr. MANN presented a petition from 
citizens of the county of Indiana, praying 
for a prohibitory olause in the Constitu- 
tion against the sale of intoxicating liquors 
as a beverage, which was referred to the 
Committee on Legislation. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I am also instructed 
by the Committee on Private Corporations 
to return a certain resolution, which was 
referred to that committee, with the sug- 
gestion that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Counties, Townships and Boroughs. 
The resolution relates rather to the duties 
of this latter committee than to those of 
the Committee on Private Corporations. 

PRIVATE CORPORATIONR. 

The question being taken on the refer- 
ence of the resolution offered by IMr. J. 
R. Read, on the tenth of January, to the 
Committtee on Counties, Townships and 
Boroughs, it was agreed to. 

Mr. WOODWARD offered the following 
resolution, which was twice read and con- 
sidered : 

PRINTING REPORTS OF COMMITTEE& 

Resolved, That the Auditor General be 
requested to respond, without further de- 
lay, to the resolution of inquiry adopted 
on the twenty-seventh of November last, 
in respect to private corporations doing 
business in Pennsylvania. 

Mr. LILLY offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was twice read and con- 
sidered : 

Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. President: I 
would say, for the information of the Con- 
vention, that 1 offer this resolution by 
direction of the Committee on Private 
Corporations. I submitted at Harris- 
burg, on the 27th of November, two reso- 
lutions of inquiry, one of which was 
directed to the Secretary of the Treasury 

Resolved, That the Committee on Print- 
ing, &o., be instructed to arrange to have 
the reports of the Committee on Constitu- 
tional Provisions placed upon the desks 
of the Inembers the next morning after 
the reports are made to the Convention. 

Mr. D. N. WHITE. I would state, for 
the information of the Convention, that 
the oopy has only recently reached the 
hands of the printer, and that as soon as 
the arrangements can be made the object 
of the resolution will be accomplished. 

Mr. LILLY. Mr, President : It is said, 
in this part of the House, that the print- at Washington, and the other to our own 

Auditor General. When the Convention ing is at present being sent to Harrisburg 
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to have it done. If so, it is probable that 
we shall have to wait any time,from two 
days to a week for it. It was to avoid 
this delay that I offered this resolution. 
Yesterday there was a report made by 
the Committee on the Legislature, which 
ought to be on the desks of the members 
this morning. Without a resolution of 
this nature delay will be frequent, and I 
hope the Convention will agree t0 the di- 
rection therein contained. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

REFERENCE OF PROPOSITIONs. 

Mr. T. H. B. PATTERSON. Mr. Presi- 
dent : I move that the preambles which 
were yesterday proposed to the Consti- 
tution, and which were referred to the 
Committee on Schedule, be referred to 
the Committee on Declaration of Rights, 
and that the Committee on Schedule be 
discharged from the further consideration 
of the subject. 

The motion was agreed to. 

INFEACH~ENTS OF LOCAL OFFICERS. 

Mr. NEWLIN offered the foilowingreso- 
lution, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Impeachment. 

Resolved, That upon information by the 
Attorney General, or upon complaint by 
any citizen on oath, to the Supreme Court, 
of malfeasance in office by any dty or 
county officer, said court shall proceed, 
without delay, to hear and determine the 
same ; and if a majority of the judges 
shall be of the opinion that the charge is 
sustained they shall forthwith remove 
such officer. The several courts of com- 
mon pleas shall have like jurisdiction in 
the case of all township, borough and 
ward officers. The vacancies thereby crea- 
ted shall be filled in the manner provid- 
ed by law in the cases of vacancies occur- 
ring by death or resignation. 

LANDHOLDERS DAMAGES. 

Mr. ROSS offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was referred to the Commit- 
toe on Railroads and Canals : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Rail- 
roads and Canals be directed to inquire 
into the expediency of so amending the 
COnstitUtiOn, that the original allowance 
of six per cent. to the patentees of land, 
under the proprietary grant, shall not be 
deemed or taken as a payment of the 
damages of any landholders for land ap- 
propriated for public use. 

Mr. ROSS offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Railroads and Canals : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Rail- 
roads and Canals be requested to inquire 
into the expediently of so amending the 
Constitution that the same shah provide, ’ 
in substance, as follows : 

“That the Legislature shall pass no aet 
limiting the owner of land, appropriated 
by a corporation under a legislative grant, 
by the right of eminent domain, to the 
direct damages accruiqg from such appro- 
priation, but all the damage, whether di- 
rect or consequential, shall be assessed 
against and paid by the appropriating cor- 
poration.” 

INCOMPATIBILITY OF OFFICE6 

Mr. BAER oflered the following resolu- 
tion, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commissions, Offices, Oath of Offioe 
and Incompatibility of Office : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Offices, 
&c., be requested toinquire into the expe- 
diency of incorporating into the Constitu- 
tion the following provision : 

6‘ That no person shall be eligible to hold 
more than one lucrative office at the same 
time, nor to hold any lucrative O&38 in 
this State while holding a lucrative office 
under the United States.” 

BTATIONERY AND PRINTING CONTRACT% 

Mr. CURRY offered the following reso- 
lution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Legislation : 

Resolved, That the Legislature shall pro- 
vide by law that all stationery required 
for the Use of the State, and all printing 
authorized and required by them to be 
done for their use or for the State shall be 
let by contract to the lowest bidder; no 
member of the Legislature or other State 
officer shall be interested, either directly 
or indirectly, in any such contract. 

LEOISLATIVE VACANCIES. 

Mr. WHERRY offered the following rese- 
lution, which was referred to Committee 
on the Legislature : 

Resolved, That the Committee on tho 
Legislature be directed to inquire into tho 
expediency of amending section twenty- 
two, article one, so as to read : 

‘6 When vacancies happen in either 
House the Governor, on certificate of such 
vacancies, as prescribed by law, shall issue 
writs of election to fill such vacancies.” 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. ADDICYES. Mr. President : lf in or- 
der at this time, I ask leave of absence for 
the gentleman from Cent.re (Mr. Curtin) 
for the remainder of this week. 
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Leave was granted. 
Mr. ADDIcKs. Mr. President: I also 

ask that the same favor be granted the 
gentlemanfrom Lehigh (AMr. Brodhend.) 

Leave was granted. 
Mr. LAWRENCE. Mr. President: The 

gentleman from Butler (Mr. Purviancc) 
was called home this morning suddenly, 
by a telegraphic dispatch, announcing se- 
vere illness in his family. I move that 
leave of absence be granted him for a few 
days from to-day. 

Leave was granted. 
Mr. CLARK. Mr. President : I also ask 

leave of absence for my colleague (Mr. 
Porter.) 

Leave was granted. 

THE SUPREAXE COURT. 

Mr. BARTROLOME~ offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
*Judiciary be requested to inquire into the 
expediency of reporting a section to ar- 
ticle five of the Constitution, in substance, 
ne follows : 

“The Supreme Court shall consist of 
fifteen judges, to be elected by the quali- 
fied electors of the Commonwealth in the 
following manner, viz : The State shall be 
divided into seven judicial district,s, to 
embrace, as nearly as may be, an equal 
number of inhabitants. Each district 
shall elect two judges, to hold office for 
fifteen years, except the district composed 
of the city of Philadelphia, in which there 
shall be three judges elected. That each 
elector shall be entitled to vote for 
one judge. That eight judges shall con- 
stitute a quorum. That there shall be 
held at Pottsville, Wilkesbarre, Erie, 
Williamsport, Pittsburg and Philadel- 
phia nisipius courts, to be fixed by the 
Legislature, and said courts shall have 
jurisdiction in the district where the 
same shall be holdcn of all matters in- 
volving the title to lands, and of all con- 
tracts and trespasses where five hundred 
dollars and upwards are in controversy. 
That this section of the Constitution shall 
go into force and effect at the next gen- 
eral election for State offices after the 
adoption of this Constitution or amend- 
ments proposed by this Convention. 

ELECTION OFFICERS. 

Mr. BARCLAY offered the following reso- 
lution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Suffrage, Election and Rep 
resentation : 

Resolved, That whereas, it is believed, 
that fraud upon the ballot box might bc 
prevented by dividing the State into 
small election districts, provided proper 
persons could be induced to act as officers 
at such election. And whereas, it is be- 
lieved that the services of such proper 
persons could be secured freely, volun- 
tarily and without compensation, by prof- 
fering a proper inducement for such ser- 
vices, besides saving to the cities or coun- 
ties in which such elections are held the 
great expenses to which they otherwisa 
would be subjected therefrom. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Elee- 
tions be requested to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of soamending the Constitution. 
that it shall provide that every person 
who shall be elected or appointed to serve 
as such officer at such election, and w-ho 
shall so serve, freely and without com- 
pensation, shall be exempted from serv- 
ing as a juror during the year following 
the year of such service. 

PRISON INSPECTORR. 

Mr. WCONNELL offered the following 
proposed article of constitutional amend- 
ment, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Executive Department: 

ARTICLE -. 
SECTION -. That there shall be a board 

of inspectors of prisons, jails, houses of 
refuge, houses of correction, and the pris- 
ons in the State, and all public insane asy- 
lums, and all other public hospitals, 
asylums or infirmaries whatsoever in 
the State, which board shall consist of 
three persons, who shall be elected by 
thelegal voters of the State at the first 
tirst general election after the adoption of 
this amendment. Three inspectors shall 
be elected, one for one year, one for two 
years, and one for three years; except, as 
aforesaid, the term of otllce of said inspea- 
tors shall be three years, and it shall be- 
gin on the first Monday of January next 
after their election. In case of vacancy 
happening in said board it shall be filled 
by appointment by said board until a 
person to fill it is elected, which shall be 
done at the next general election. The 
person so elected shall enteron the duties 
of his of&.% on the first Monday of Janu- 
ary next after his election, and shall hold 
the oftice only for the remainder of the 
term of the person whose death, resign 
tion or removal occasioned the vacancy. 

SECTION -. The said inspectors shall 
visit the said institutions at least once 
every year, appoint all the keepers and 
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other officers thereof, and inspect and re- 
port upon their conditionand that of their 
inmates; also on their character, man- 
ngements and buildings; also what 
c*hanges or improvements should he made 
therein, and on such other matters as the 
Legislature may direct or they them- 
sclvos may deem proper, which report 
shall be presented to tho Legislature on 
or as soon as possible after its assembling 
at each regular session. 

SECTION -. The Legislature shall fis 
the salary of said inspectors, which, with 
all proper expenses of said board, shall be 
paid by the State. 

SECTION -. The persons composing 
said board, together with the Governor, 
Recretary of State and Attorney General, 
shall compose a council of pardons,.with 
power to grant pardons and reprieves, to 
modify sentences in all criminal cases, 
and to change any sentence of death to 
imprisomnent for life or for a term of years. 
h majority of saidboardshall be aquorum 
for doing business, but no pardon or modi- 
fication or change of sentence shall be 
,granted unless at least four of said 
members concur therein. In every capi- 
t,al case wherein application is made for a 
-ues JO uo~poy~pom .IO eBueqo .IO uopmd 
tence, the said hoard, or if it is not in se8 
sion,its president or secretary shall or- 
der the sentence not to be executed until 
the application shall be heard and de- 
termined by said council : Provided, 
That no pardon shall be granted before 
sentence : And provided further, That no 
pardon, reprieve or change or modifica- 
tion of sentence shall be granted except 
by said council, and in the manner afore- 
said. 

PAYOF OFFICERS AXD EMPLOYEES. 

Mr. Tonnnnnoffered the following reso- 
lution, which was twice read and consid- 
ered : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Ac- 
counts and Expenditures be requested 
to report a resolution directing warrants 
to be drawn for such proportion of the 
pay of clerks and other offlcers of this 
Convention as they may deem proper. 

%~.CO~HRAN. Mr. President : I hope 
that resolution will not pass at the pre- 
sent time. I think there is no immediate 
necessity for its adoption, as it will corn- 
mit the Convention to a particular oourse 
of action, which may be very inconveni- 
ent in the future. I would rather ask 
for the postponement of it for a day or 
two, so that we may see whether some 

arrangement cannot be made which will 
answer the same purpose, without the 
necessity of drawing warrants for a por- 
tion of the pay so frequently as we shall 
have to do under an arrangement of that 
kind. I move to postpone the considera- 
tion of the resolution. 

Mr. TURRELL. Mr. President: I hope 
not- 

The PRESIDENT. The motion to post- 
pone is not debatable. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President : I move 
the indetinite postponement. 

The PRESIDENT. No motion is in 
order. The question is upon the motion 
of the gentleman from York, (Mr. Coch- 
ran,) to postpone. 

The motion was not agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT. The question is upon 

tlie resolution. The gentleman from 
Fayette (Mr. Kaine) has the floor. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President: I merely 
w-ant to inquire of the gentleman from 
York (Mr. Cochran) what arrangements 
he proposes shall be made 7 

Mr. COCHRAN. I do not propose any 
definite arrangement at the present time. 
I think it is possible that some arrange- 
ment can be made, or some understand- 
ing had, which will prevent the necessity 
of frequently drawing warrants. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President: I would 
very cheerfully agree to the proposition 
of the gentleman from York (Mr. Coch- 
ran) if he could suggest any reason for 
it. While at Harrisburg a resolution was 
offered, and the Committee on Accounts 
presented to the Convention a resolution, 
for paying the milebge and stationery of 
members. I do not remember whether 
anything was said in that resolution about 
the clerks or other officers of the Con- 
vention or not, but my recollection is 
that there was nothing of that kind in it; 
therefore I suppose the clerks and oficers 
of the Convention have received nothing 
whateverfor their services. That is not 
fair. It is not proper. They ought to be 
paid as well as the members of the Con- 
vention, at least a portion of what they 
are entitled to, for their salaries; and 
therefore 1 n-ill not agree to the postpone- 
ment of the matter, unless the gentleman 
from York (Mr. Coohran) has information 
that no other member of the Convcn- 
tion has about some arrangement which 
might be made with the State Treasurer, 
by which members or officers could get 
their pay without’t.his frequent drawing 
of warrants on the part of the President. 
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Mr. STANTON. Mr. President : I un- 
derstand the resolution only applies to 
officers and other employees of the build- 
ing. Now the firemen and the janitor 
really need their money every week. 
They are very poor, and they ought to be 
paid ; and I think the resolution only ap- 
plies to them. I trust it will pass. 

Mi. HAY. Mr. President : If I under- 
stand the resolution which has been offer- 
ed it only applies to officers of the Con- 
vent,ion, that is to say, those who have 
been elected or appointed under the cli- 
rect action of this body. If the resolu- 
tion passes in its present shape, without 
any modification, which I understand 
the gentleman from Philadelphia (Mr. 
Stanton) proposes, I would inform him 
that it was the purpose of the Committee 
on Accounts to hold a meeting with thg 
view to the consideration of the question 
of the payment of the expenses of the 
care of this building. 

The question recurring on the resolu- 
tion offered by Mr. Turrell, it was agreed 
to. 

PRAYERS. 

Mr. STANTON offered the following reso- 
lution, which was twice read and agreed 
to. 

Resolved, That the Rev. James W. 
Curry, delegate to this Convention from 
Blair county, be requested hereafter to 
open the proceedings of this body with 
prayer. 

UNION LEAOUE. 

Mr. LITTLETON. Mr. President : I ask 
leave, at this time, to present a communi- 
oation. 

Leave was granted. 
The CLERK read the communication, as 

follows : 

UNION LEAGUE HOUGE, 
PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 15, 1873. t 

To the ~re&lent of the Cowtitutional Can- 
vention of Ihe fitate 0JPeePznsylvania: 

DEAR SIR :-I am instructed by the 
board of directors of the Union League to 
extend to the members of the Constitu- 
tional Convention the courtesies of the 
League house during the session of the 
Convention in this city. 

Very respectfully, 
STEPHEN G. COLWELL, 

Secretary. 
Mr. LITTLETOX. Mr. President : I rise 

to move the acceptance of the invitation, 
and to extend the thanks of the Conven- 
tion to the Union League. 1 desire to 

state to the members of this Convention 
who have not visited the league building 
that it is centrally located, has an agreea- 
ble restaurant, a tine reading room, where 
they will find all the leading periodicals 
and newspapers of the day, and a very 
good library ; and to add, on behalf of the 
directors of the league, that this is not 
simply a formal and politeinvitation to the 
Convention, but a cordial invitation to all 
the members, irrespective of party, to 
visit the league building whcnevcr they 
see fit. 

Mr. HAY. Mr. President: I desire to 
second the motion of the gentleman from 
Philadelphia, (Mr. Littleton,) and in so 
doing to express, as a member of an or- 
ganiration which diifers somewhat in 
opinion from the directors of the Union 
League, an appreciation of the courtesy 
they have shown us in extending such an 
invitation. I will accept it, personally, 
and I hope other gentlemen will do so in 
the same spirit. 

The motion was agreed to.- 

TERM OF OFFICE OF JUDGIES. 

Mr. 8. H. REYNOLDS offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary : 

Resolved, That the j udges of the several 
courts of this Commonwealth shall hold 
their offbzes for the term of twenty-five 
years, and thereafter shall be ineligible : 
Provided, That all judges shall be retired 
at seventy-five years of age, and that, 
after their term of office has expired or 
been terminated by retirement, they shall 
receive a pension equal to two-thirds of’ 
their salary ; but no pension shall be paid 
to any judge unless he shall have served 
for at least fifteeen consecutive years. 

XIINORITY REPORT ON LEOISLATURB. 

Mr. DALLAB. Mr. President: I am in- 
structed by the Committee on the Legis- 
lature to present a minority report, which 
I send to the desk to be read. 

The CLERK read the report, as follows : 

To the Constitutional Convention : 
The undersigned, a minority of meul- 

bers of tho Committee on Legislature, are 
unable to concur in so much of the report 
of that committee as proposes the follow- 
ing, viz : 

Provtded, That no city or county shall 
elect more than four Senators. 

The undersigned therefore respectfully 
submit that, in their opinion, the proviso 
above quoted should be stricken from 
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the second section as reported by the ma- 
jority of the committee. 
(Signed) J. PRICE WETHERILL, 

GEO. M. DALLAS. 
Mr. DALLAS. Mr. President: I move 

that the minority report be printed in the 
same manner as, and in connection with, 
the majority report. 

The motion was agreed to. 

ELECTIONS. 

Mr. D. N. WHITE. Mr. President: I 
move we proceed to the second reading of 
the report of the committee of the whole 
upon the article submitted by it yester- 
day, in reference to elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The CLERK read the first section, as fol- 

lows : 
“The general elections shall be held on 

Tuesday next following the first Monday 
of November, but the Legislature may, 
by law, fix a ditferent day, two-thirds of 
each House consenting thereto.” 

Mr. PURMAN. Mr. President: I offer 
the tollowing amendment : Strike out all 
after i&held ” and insert : 

‘L Annually, on the second Tuesday of 
October, except in regular presidential 
and congressional elections, when it shall 
he held‘n Tuesday next after the tirst 
Mondav of November; but the Legisla- 
ture may, by law, fix a different day for 
years in which said federal elections 
shall occur, two-thirds of each House as- 
senting thereto.” 

change made by Congress in the day on 
which its members should be elected, 
very few, indeed, would have thought of 
making any change in our general elec- 
tion day. I have faith still that Congress 
will change, eventually, the day upon 
which its members should be elected ; 
that they will change it in conformity to 
the generalsentiment ofthe whole Union. 
All I ask gentlemen to consider mature- 
ly is the state of things ihat we are going 
to bring about when we agree to change 
this election day to another which will be 
less convenient for LIS. All our citizens, 
from east to west, and from north to 
south, know well that we cannot to ad- 
vantage make a change. Thereare about 
a dozen States whose elections are held 
at an earlier period than ours, and about 
the same tini& Those holding elections 
in October are Iowir. Indiana, Nebraska 
and Pennsylvania, comprising, with those 
States that hold elections prior to that 
month, a population equal to one half or 
more of the whole Union. Is it not reas- 
onable to suppose that when this question 
comes to be considered maturely, in Con- 
gress, if they fix a day for the election of 
members of Congress throughout the 
Union, they will strike that just medium 
between those Statesthat are in advanoeof 
LIS and those that are after us, and adopt 
a day found to be so convenient in the 
larger States? 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT. The question is upon 

the section. 
Mr. DARLINGTON. Mr. President: I 

scarcely know whether it is expedient or 
polite for me to say anything in addition 
to what I said yesterday in committee of 
the whole. I do not know, sir, that I 
c.m add anvthing to the argument I then 
made. This is a change of the election 
day, in which no principal is involved-a 
calrange merely for convenience, and be- 
cause the Congress of the United States 
have fixed upon the day proposed as the 
diy on which the members of Congress 
shall be elected. 

It is for this reason that I feel earnestly 
and anxlously ; it is for this reason that I 
am extremely averse, for one, to a hur- 
ried change, at this stage of our proceed- 
ings, before we can know what New 
York and Ohio are going to do about this 
subject. If Ohio adheres to her day, as 
now established, we shall then have that 
day continued. Suppose New York should 
change her day from November to OCb- 

ber, nothing would be more natural. It 
would be better for them than if the day , 
were fixed otherwise. They would have 
their election dav when ever.v man could 
go to the polls. ‘So also is itywith Massa- 
chusetts and Illinois, a portion of the lat- 
ter of which States lies-north of our line 
and a portion of it south. 

Already there is in session in New York There is every reason to suppose that a 
a Commission to revise the Constitution careful and mature judgment exercised 
of ttrat State. A Convention has been by Congress and by those States will 
called in Ohio to revise the Constitution more than likely lead to the adoption of 
of that State. We cannot, I take it, at the day designated by Pennsylvania and 
this stage of our proceedings, intelligent- those other States to which I have re- 
ly act on this question, in view of what ferred as forming this great belt, if w-e 
may be the result in these other States. I stand fast to our elect,ion day. Let the 
rather think that if it had not been for this election day remain, by the voice of this 

. 
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tinvention,.where it is, and let others 
who wish to change come to us. Un- 
questionably it has been our example 
which has influenced those western 
States to propose to make new Constitu- 
tions ; unquestionably those other States 
will come to us, and unquestionably the 
members of Congress, when they come to 
discuss this question, and bear the proper 
arguments upon the subject, will agree 
with us. 

It is for these reasons that I am opposed 
to any change ; because it is better for us 
to remain where we are, before we kpow 
whether anybody would go with us in a 
change, and before we know whether it is 
necessary to make a change that will in- 
volve so much inconvenience. 

Mr. P~RXAN. Mr. President: A3 a 
mere question of convenience I have not 
the slightest doubt that October is the 
month in which our gencml electiom3 
ought to be held. The season of the year 
and the condition of the weather make it 
a better time for the assembling of people 
together than the month of ?iovember. 
The fact that we have indicated the month 
of October in our Const,itution, if our elec- 
tions are to be uniform throughout all the 
States of this Union, would be an inrita- 
tion to the general government to fix the 
date for the election of members of C’OU- 
gress and President on the same day, as 
well asa gencrltl invitation to other States 
to follow in our footsteps. 

This government of ours i3 founded on 
the opinions and intelligence of the peo- 

1 . That the people may understand 
$Aic questions and act intelligently 
upon them they should hear them dis- 
cussed throughout the length and breadth 
of the land. The people, with a keen ap- 
preciation of their own interests, demand 
and receive, through discussion, informa- 
tion on the various public questions that 
are to be voted upon by them. This is 
just as it ought to be. Public matters 
ought to be discussed before the people, 
and the people ought to assemble together 
for the purpose of hearing them discussed. 

In State contests questions of State in- 
terest ought to be discussed. Hence u-e 
must consider the convenience of the peo- 
ple at such seaSons for purposes of a~- 
sembling. It will be necessary for them 
to gather themselves together somewhere, 
and while in cities they usually axsemblc 
in ample and well protected building3 ; 
in the rural districts they generally as- 
semble in the open air. October, there- 
fore, is bett,er fitted for such octc::lsions 

than is November. In the latter month 
the weather is generally inclement-cold 
and stormy; while on the second Tues 
day iri October we are likely to have a 
plea.sant and agreeable temperature for 
open-ax demonstrations. As a matter 01 
fact we generally, in the rural districts, 
devote the month of September and the 
fore part of October to the osamination of 
public questions. 

For these reasons and others whicll 1 
could name, but with \l,hich it is not ne- 
cessary to take up the time of this Con- 
vention, it seems to me that we ongIlt to 
adopt for our cl&ion day the second Tues- 
day in October. 

I n~ayadd, in the same line of argument 
presented by tho gentleman from l):+u- 
phin (Mr. Mac\7eagh) yesterday, when 
this question was under consideration, 
that it is entirely proper for the States tu 
manage their own affairs iudependent of 
any dictation from the Capitol at \Vl;aFh- 
ington. If in the course of events it should 
become necessary for Pennsylvania, asonc 
of the great States of this government, io 
assert her independence, apart from alby 
dictation of federal authority, the Le~gis- 
laturo will have the power to change the 
day of election. Let us leave the pow~~x 
in the Legislature to make this chanycr 
waen circum3tances may imperatively 
demand it. Let us not tie up the hands 
of the people so that they can noreramcnd 
it without a constitutional amontlmc~~t. 
In my opiniou it is important that w<’ 
should not irrevocably fix the day, but 
leave the question in such shape as that thts 
people’s representatives may exorcise it in 
accordance with the demands of :tdvanc.- 
ing prosperity. It is idle for us to suppo~ 
that nothing may occur in the time to cc)mc 
which may call for some change in the tinltt 
of holding elections. Let us cast our eye’s 
backwards, over even so short a period in 
our history as twenty years, and we will 
learn the important lesson that if we tic 
pnr hancls now we may hare occasion trl 
regret it hereafter. 

Our government i3 founded upon tltcb 
idea of decentralization. So much po~‘r 
is dclcpated to the fedorul government as: 
it is not convenient for the States to eAxc’r- 
cise, and all other power is reserved b> 
nnd to the States themselves and to the 
people. These-the States-again divicit* 
their powers out among their natural sub 
divisions, such as counties, townships untl 
cities. All is founded, however, upon th iv 
idea of local self-government, and a11 pot - 
crs that may be necessary to the fuiX~+l 
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development of this capacity for local self- 
government should be left where they can 
be properly and rationally exercised. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President : I shall 
very reluctantly vote for this section as it 
stands. Individually I greatly prefer 
holding the general election on the se- 
cond Tuesday in October, for reasons which 
have been already stated; but when we 
come to consider the question of conve- 
nience, it seems to me very much better 
to take the‘section as it stands. It is true 
that it changes the day of election by 
some three weeks. It is true, also, that 
ordinarily the season is not so favorable 
on the first Tuesday of November as on 
the second Tuesday of October. The days, 
too, are somewhat shorter. 

Rut, if we adhere to the plan of having 
the second Tuesday in O&ober, it necessa- 
rily compels us to have two elections 
every second year; one on the second 
Tuesday in October and one on the first 
Tuesday of November; because, under 
the act of Congress, we must elect Repre- 
sentatives to Congress on that day. Why 
should we hold two elections? In the 
county from which I come it costs from 
twelve to fifteen hundred dollars to hold 
any election, spring or fall ; that amount 
represents the cost to the county alone. If 
you hold two such elections every alter- 
nate year you just double that expense, 
and, of course, the expense is proportionl 
ately increased in other counties. Is 
there sufficient advantage.in the fact of 
holding the election in October, to coun- 
terbalance the expense which will be en- 
tailed upon the people? I think not, and 
so thinking, I believe we had bsttor fix 
a uniform day. 

Shall we put the necessity of voting on 
one day for State officers, and on another 
day simply for Representatives in Con- 
gress? NOW, sir, as I do not think it is 
advisable on the score of convenience and 
economy, I shall vote for the proposition 
as it stands, although I would greatly 
prefer if, under other circumstances, our 
State election scould be held on the second 
Tuesday of October. 

Mr. BUCKALBW. Mr. President : I de- 
sire to express my opinion with reference 
to this question, as I differed in opinion 
from the majority of my colleaguesof the 
Committee on Suffrage in their decision 
upon it. I intimated to them that in Con- 
vention 1 would vote for such an amend- 
ment as that proposed by the member 
from Greene, (Mr. Pm-man,) by which 
we will make as small a change as possi- 

blc m our existing Constitution. This 
amendment leaves the general election as 
it is now fixed, except that in yearsof 
federal elections it will be on the day 
fixed by Congress for choosing presiden- 
tial electors and members of Congrcas. 
Now this change in the years of fed- 
eral elections is all that is necessary to 
meet existing evils. In the first place it 
will establish the principle that we shall 
have but a single election in any one year, 
and next that we shall prevent the impor- 
tation of votes from abroad, and other 
evils which have attended upon elections 
in October in years when presidential 
electors were to be chosen. In short, the 
change proposed by the amendment 
leaves the best day, according to the prac- 
tico and opinion of our people, in full force, 
except in those years when an over- 
whelming necessity, arising out of the ac- 
tion of the federal government, calls upon 
us to make a change or modification of 
time. 

Kow, sir, by establishing a single gen- 
eral election in each year we shall save the 
expense of a second election every second 
yoar under the recent act of Congress. 
This is a very great advantage. We shall 
also avoid a large amount of fraud with 
which we are now troubled and vexed, 
and in this respect this arrangement is 
vindicated ; but I pray you, what reason 
is there for changing the ordinary time 
in the odd years when there will be no 
federal elections? What reasons can bo 
given for it? I know that one of the ar- 
guments which has been used is that it 
will be more symmetrical to have a 
uniform day, but certainly this argument 
amounts to but little. It is rather a mat- 
ter of taste than of necessity. In Novem- 
ber the days grow shorter, and the time 
in which to receive votes will have to be 
shortened unless the election is pressed 
into the evening after dark, when frauds 
are more likely to be committed. I do 
not desire to enter into a general argu- 
ment upon this matter, but simply to re- 
state the case as presented by the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Greene. In 
the argument of the gentleman from York 
(Mr. Cochran) he seems to suppose that 
we are to have two elections in the same 
year. That is not so. We simply pro- 
pose that the Constitution shall be left as 
it is, except that in years of federal elcc- 
tions we shall conform to what has been 
determined by the federal power. 

But the main reason why I favor this 
amendment is this : I am anxious to save 
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the chance in the future of obtaining the 
time for the election of presidential elec- 
tors and members of Congress in October 
instead of November. In the present 
year a Constitutional Convention is to 
meet in the State of Ohio. A Commission 
to prepare amendments is now in session 
in the State of New York, and in States 
west of us, and in other sectionsof the 
country Conventions will be held within 
a few years. 

There will be a great deal of this work 
of constitutional amendment constantly 
going on in other States of the IJnion, 
and I desire when our rule is established 
that it shall present an invitation to those 
States as well as to the federal govern- 
meut to change this November day of 
election to the day selected by the people 
of our State. There is then no reason 
stated or apparent why we should change 
our regular time of election except in the 
years of federal elections, unless it may 
be upon the mere ground of uniformity, 
and as there is nothing in this argument 
of consequence I hope the amendment 
will be adopted. 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. President : ’ I desire 
to correct the gentleman who preceded 
me (Mr. Buckalew) upon a question of 
fact. As I am a member of the Commit- 
tee on Elections. I know that we discussed 
this question very fully. The gentleman 
seems to think that our chief motive for 
the establishment of a uniform day was 
to gratify a sort of sentimental feeling for 
symmetry. I did not so understand it, 
and I do not think that any feeling of this 
kind entered at all into the determination 
of this question by the majority of the 
committee, but the fact that there are 
thirteen States that hold elections on that 
day, and the growing disposition on the 
p”rt of the States of Illinois, Maryland, 
Newk’orkandothersthat haveremodelled 
their Constitutions, to make the day uni- 
form, indicated to the majority of the 
committee the propriety of selecting the 
day we have reported. I think the promi- 
neut idea before the committee in its de- 
liberations was to secure immunity as far 
<as possible from the growing evil of coloni- 
zation. The gentleman will remember 
that colonization or the importation of 
voters .from other States takes place in 
( jctober as well as it. does in November, 
and so long as other States hold their eler, 
tious in November, they will be able to 
spare voters to send into this State in Oc- 
tober, when important and lucrative posi- 
tions are to be filled by an election. 

It seems to me that it will be very inl- 
portant to make the day uniform with the 
elections in other States, because we 
shall then be exempt, to a considerable 
extent, from the frauds which have been 
perpetrated of late years. The animating 
feeling of the members of the committee, 
as far as I understood it, tended solely to 
the prevention of this importation of vo- 
terswhich has reduced our elections to 
such a lamentable condition. I think 
there are thirteen States that have select- 
ed the day reported by the committee ; 
and in regard to the question of time, I 
would say that a very short space elapses 
between the second Tuesday of October 
and the first Tuesday in November. I 
think the question of time is a very un- 
important matter indeed, and I hope the 
section as reported will receive the assent 
of this Convention. 

Mr. DARLINOTON. I move tore-consider 
the vote taken on the amendment offered 
by the gentlernan from Greene (Mr. Pur- 
man. 

The PRESIDENT. As the gentleman 
voted in the affirmative, he cannot move a 
re-c onsideration. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I move, then, to re- 
consider the vote taken on the amend- 
ment. 

The question being taken, the motion to 
. re-consider was not agreed to, there being 
on a division, ayes, forty-seven ; nays, fif- 
ty-three. 

Mr. DARLINGTON.' I move to strike out 
the words I6 first Tuesday in November,” 
and insert “second Tuesday in October.” 

On this motion, the yeas and nays were 
required by Mr. Hopkins and Mr. Dar- 
lington, and were as follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Addicks, Darlington, Kaine, 
MacVeagh, Patterson, D. W., Purman, 
Runk, Wetherill, John Price and Mere- 
dith, President-CL 

h-AYS. 

Messrs. hchenbach, Aiuey, Alricks, 
Andrews, Baer, Baily, (Perry,) Eaker, 
Bannan, Barclay Bardsloy, Bartholomew, 
Beebe, Black, Charles A., Black, J. R., 
Bowman, Boyd, Brodhead, Broomall, 
Buckalew, Campbell, Carter, Cassidy, 
Church, Clark, Cochran, Collins, Corbett, 
Corson, Craig, Cronmiller, Curry, Cuyler, 
Dallas, Davis, De France, Dodd, Dun- 
ning, Edwards, Elliott, Ellis, Ewing, 
Fell, Fulton, Funck, Gibson, Gilpin, 
Guthrie, Hanna, Harvey, Hay, Hazzard, 



Hemphill, Hopkins, Horton, Howard, 
Hunsicker, Knight, Lamberton, Landis, 
Lawrence,’ Lear, Lilly, Littleton, Long, 
X’hllister, M’Camant, M’Clean, MacCon- 
nell, M’Cullpch, M’Murray, Mann, Man- 
tar. Metzger, Minor, Mott, Newlin, Niles, 
Palmer, G. W., Palmer, IL W., Parsons, 
Patterson, T. H. B., Patton, Pughe, Pur- 
viance, Samuel A., Read, John R., Reed, 
Andrew, Reynolds, James, L., Reynolds, 
S. H., Rooke, Ross, Russell, Simpson, 
Smith, Henry W., Smith, W. H., Stanton, 
Struthers, Temple, Turrell, Van Reed, 
Walker, Wetherill, J. M., Wherry, 
White, David N., White, .J. W. F., 
Woodward, Worrell and Wright-107. 

90 the amendment was not agreed to. 
ABSENT AND NOT VoTING.-fifWZ%-S. 

.\rmstrong, Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Bid- 
dle, Brown, Carey, Curtin, Dimmick, 
Finney, Gowcn, Hall, Heverin, Porter, 
Purviance, John N., Sharpe, Smith, H. 
tf., Stewart and White, Harry--17. 

Mr. STRUTHERS. Mr. President: It seems 
to me that the use of the words “general 
cleotions ” is not as sufficiently definite as 
it ought to be. I believe that we have 
nothing in the old Constitution, and we 
may have nothing in the new, which will 
tlesienate exactly what is to be understood 
by that term. In the existing Constitu- 
tion it is provided that the members of 
the General Assembly are to be elected 
on a certain day, and that the Governor. 
and other State officers are to be elected 
,m a certain day. It therefore appears to 
mc that it would be best to amend this 
proposed, amendment by wording it in 
some similar way which would carry with 
it its own meaning. I therefore move to 
amend, by striking out the words “ gen- 
eral elections,” and insertmg “the elec- 
tion for Governor and other State officers, 
and members of the General Assembly.” 

The amendment was rejected. The 
question recurring on the first section, it 
was agreed to. 

The second section was read, as follows : 
“ All elections for city, ward, borough 

Mr. SINPSON. Mr. President: I have 
offered this amendment, with the conric- 
tion that it will assist to prevent fraud 
and corruptiou at electibns. In the rural 
districts, where the of&es are not very 
numerous nor lucrative, there is not much 
incentive to bring inanelement from a dis- 
tame for the purpose of endeavoring to car- 
ry elections. But in the cities, where the 
oilices are more numerous, where the po 
sitions are lucrative, where the power is 
considerable, there is an incentive to in- 
troduce fraud into an election. The city 
of Philadelphia, as a sample, used to have 
its municipal elections in May, but for 
the past eleven or twelve years they have 
heen held upon the day of the general 
election, and I am convinced in my own 
mind that three-fourths of the people of 
Philadelphia would prefer that their elec- 
tions should he upon one day, both fol 
their municipal and theirgeneral officers. 

and township olllcers for regular terms-of 
service shall be held on the thin1 Fridar 
of February.” 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. President : Imove 
to amend, as follows : &rike out the 
words ‘6 third Friday of Februarv,” and 
iusert “third Tuesday of February;” and 
I do so simply because the third Friday 

If they do not want it, if the power is 
given to them to vote it down if they dc- 
sire so to do, it will stand in the shape i: 
will be without the proviso; but if the7 
tlesirc it, if a majority of the people n? 
Philadelphia, or a majority of the people 
of other cities, desire to have a differeu: 
time, why should they not have it? UE- 
dor what necessity, and by what righr, 
should they be included in a provision 
against their will, foreign to their consen:, 
to their detriment, and at their great ex- 
pense? As J stated upon this floor yester- 

is, with some-religious clcnominations, ob- 
served as a day of worship. 

On the question of agreeing to this 
amendment, the President stating. that 
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the vote was doubtful, called for a divi- 
sion, which resulted fifty-five in the affir- 
mative and thirty-six in the negative. 
Ho the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BROOXALL. Mr. President : Ioffer 
the following amendment: To strike out 
all after the word “held,” and insert : “At 
such times as the Legislature shall fix : 
Pro‘wided, That the time fixed for each 
county and city shall be the same through- 
out such county or city.” 

The PRESIDENT. This amendment is 
not in order. The word “Friday” had 
been stricken out and ?iYuesday” inser- 
ted by a vote of the House immediately 
preceding. The amendment of the gen- 
tlemen from Chester, (Mr. Broomall,) to 
strike out, includes the words which were 
thus inserted by vote of the House. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. President: I ofle? 
the following amendment : 

“Provided, That cities may, when nu- 
thorized by lava, change the time for 

holding the election for municipal ofh- 
cers by a vote of the people at the next 
general election.” 
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clay, it costs the city of Philadelphia 
about thirty-six thousand dollars to hold 
a general election. Now suppose, as a 
measure of economy, the city does not de- 
sire to pay that amount. If yen adopt 
the section without the proviso they will 
be forced, if the Constitution is rdtilied 
by the people, to hold their elections in 
February, no matter if all of them desire 
to have them in May or December, or any 
other time-sayat the time of the general 
election-it cannot be accomplished. 

The citizens of Philadelphia are largely 
interested in this, especially the business 
men, because the election will come at the 
very height of their business. Any one 
familiar with the business habits of Phila- 
delphia is aware of that fact, and if you 
fix the time proposed in February, or 
March, or ,4pril, you virtually say to the 
business men, you must surrender your 
business, you must give up all idea of at- 
tending to your customers front abroad 
for one day at least, and attc77d to the 
business of the State. The business men 
of this city cannot do tllitt. Their custo- 
mers will not wait. If they can77ot be at- 
tended to they will go to Sew Pork or 
Bnltimorc. 

To fix such a day would seriously ini- 
pair the businessof Philadelphia. I trust 
the Convention will adopt this ame77d- 
ment, so that the citizens of our large 
cities may, by a vote of their own people, 
when authorized by law, 7% another day 
if they deem it expedient. 

Mr. DARLIXGTOS. Mr. President: I 
cannot, for the life of me, understand why 
this Convention should desire to impose 
an election upon the city of Philadelphia 
at a time when its citizens do not desire 
it. Why should we, for any considcra- 
tion that has been named, even for sym- 
metry, impose upon the city of Phila- 
delphia, or the city of Pittsburg, or upon 
any municipality, the necessity of hold- 
ing their municipal elections at a time 
when it is inconvenient to them. What do 
me gain by it? What do the people of the 
State gain by it. What great good is to 
be attained by it? If there is no great 
good to be attained, and if the city of 
Philadelphia has not expressed itself in 
favor of it, why should the meml,ers of 
the Convention from the other parts of 
the State insist upon imposing it upon 
them. 

The city of Philadelphia became in- 
corporated as a consolidated city. If I 
understand its history their best men, of 
all parties, acting together, framed a char- 

ter, which they asked the Legislature to 
adopt. The Legislatura did so at their 
request. The election clay was fixed at 
the request of the city, I presume. Now 
why should not this be allowed to re- 
main so until the citizens of this city, in 
some way, authoritatively express their 
intention to have it changed. If it is more 
convenient to the city of Philadelphia to 
hold their municipal elections on the 
same day that the general election is held, 
whv should they not be allowed to do so. 

If there are frauds perpetrated at elec- 
tions you will have but one set of frauds 
instead of two; a77d all the arguments 
which have been advanced hero in favor 
of changing 077r election day from Octo- 
ber lo November apply with full force 
to the case of the city of Philadelphia. 
Why impose upon her the csponse, in- 
convenienceand double fraud of tao elec- 
tions, when one w-ill answer-if they must 
ho fmndulent-and everybody *seems to 
understand that both partios in Philn- 
delphia are as corrupt as they well cau 
be? I am, of course, loathctobelieveit in 
rcfercncc to the party to which I am at- 
tached, but it seems to ho generally un- 
derstood. The chief justice of the Snpren7e 
Court says it is so. If it is so, why then I 
sq-, for a77y consideration which we can 
imagine, impose npon this groat communi- 
tyan election which they do not want, at a 
time when it is inconvenient to them ant1 
destructive to their business men ? How 
will it afYect the rest of the State if she is 
allowed to have her elections her ow7b 
way- ? How are our rights affected ? I 
cannot conceive. No reason has bocn 
offered for it. 

Then up011 what principle is it that this 
Convention, in adoptirlg the fundamental 
law for the State, 77pon what principle is 
it that we sho77ld impose, either upon the 
city of Philadelphia, the city of Pittsburg. 
,Ulegheny, Scranton or any other city of 
the State, the restriction that they shall 
not elect their 7nunidpal officers upon the 
day which suits them best. 

As I said yesterday, X-O have a Connilit- 
tee on Cities and City Charters. I am per- 
fectly content to trust the respectable gen- 
tlcrnan who is at the hezd of that commit- 
tee, asvvellasdl itsmembers, to deviseand 
submit to us what is best for this city ani 
for the other cities of the State, and I am 
then ready, as I said yesterday, with my 
vote and influence, so far as it is worth 
anything, to extend to those cities any 
reasonable demands as to what shall hc 
the provisions of their charters. Nay, I 
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~111 go with them to restrain the Legisla- have to eleot but one State officer every 
other year ; at the outside we should only 
have four to eleat independently of the 
members of the Legislature, and it might 
so happen that the city of Philadelphia 
would be called upon in the fall of the 
year to elect one otlicer. Our municipal 
officers must be elected in the spring. It 
will cost the tax-payers of the city of 
Philadelphia sixty thousand dollars to 
elect that one man. My colleague, (Mr. 
Dardsley,) the ahairman of the finance 
committee of the common oouncils, is en- 
gaged in making a calculation which will 
show the aost to be at least that amount. 
I need not allude to the double elections 
in the spring and fall, and their effect on 
fraud and corruption. That has been 
suffiaiently commented upon, but as a 
praotical business question for nq as 
practical men to consider, I put it to this 
Convention, if we do what the people ex- 
pect us to do, will it be worth while for us 
to go to the expense in large cities of 
having a fall and spring election when 
the fall election will do for the seleation 
of offleers so few in number 4 

ture from interfering with their citychar- 
ters and their city electionq except upon 
demand of the proper authorities, author- 
itatively expressed. I will go as far as he 
who goes farthest to restrain the Legisla- 
ture, and I trust the majority of this Con- 
vention will go with me; but let us not 
set au example ourselves in doing what 
we wish to prohibit the Legislature from 
doing. Let us keep our hands OK them, 
and let them alone until they ask, in some 
authoritative way, that we should make 
this change for them. 

Mr. DILLS. Mr. President: I would 
not have said a single word upon this 
question but for the remarks whioh have 
fallen from the gentleman from Chester 
(Mr. Darlington.) He asks, (‘ why should 
the Convention force upon the city of 
Philadelphia an election which the peo- 
ple of the city do not desire.” There may 
be a difference of opinion in this matter, 
and I have no doubt there is, for it has 
been developed on this floor amongst the 
gentlemen who represent this city, but I, 
for one, have no doubt, sir, that the mass 
of the people of Philadelphia being, not 
such as has been intimated-not a class of 
people devoted to fraud, but desirous and 
anxious to have pure eleotions-look to a 
spring election for their municipal officers 
ns a grand move in that direction, and I 
believe, sir, that they hope for that pro- 
tection against the men from whom fraud 
comes--from the politicians if you please; 
and they look to this Convention to pro- 
tect them, and they do not ask ns to re- 
mit the question to them and, under the 
form of submitting it to the people, to 
really hand it over to the oontrol of the 
politicians. This Convention oannot so 
escape its responsibilities. 

Mr. JOHN PRICE WETHERILL. Mr. 
President : I have no doubt that my col- 
league (Mr. Dallas) is as well posted and, 
perhaps, better than I am with regard to 
what the wishes of the people of Phila- 
delphia are in this regard ; but I still hold 
to the opinion that if this Convention will 
do what the people of Philadelphia and 
the people of the State expect it to do, 
they will come to the conclusion that one 
election will be sutlicient. Suppose, for 
instance, that this Convention should de- 
cide that the members of the Legislature 
shall be elected not every year but once 
in two years, and suppose this Conven- 
tion should decide that the city of Phila- 
delphia should have in one year two eiec- 
tions-we might In the fall of the year 

Mr. H. W. PALMER. Mr. President: I 
shall vote against the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Philadelphia,(Mr. 
Simpson,) because I would vote against 
the section, and I d-ire to assist the 
members from Philadelphia, who are op- 
posed to it, in defeating its adoption. I 
have heard no reason proposed in this 
Convention that is aufilaient, in my juclg- 
ment, for this change? Why on earth 
should we change? Why should not the 
people of these townships hold their 
spring elections when they please to hold 
them 9 Who ever heard of stuSing a bal- 
lot-box or colonization at a’spring elec- 
tion? The idea seems to me to be per-- 
fectly absurd, and it is very certain that 
this matter of holding spring eleotionsis 
one which the farmers and othersin the 
rural districts will perfectly well under- 
stand, and one in which they will express 
some interest; and while they may not 
have any understanding, or have any 
thought or care about special legislation, 
or about any other matters which may 
Come before this Convention, they will 
perfectly well understand if we under- 
take to interferewith their local elections. 
It is very well known that the loml cns- 
toms and habits ofathe ,people are fixed.’ 
They do not desire that they should be 
interfered with, and therefore it seems to 
me this whole amendment should be 
voted down. 
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We expect some time to submit the 
Constitution we are now making to the 
people of the State for their ratification, 
and it is not expected of us that we shall 
amend every line and every sentence in 
it, but we hope to be able to submit an 
instrument that will be consistent and 
uniform in all its parts, and one which 
the people will ratify. If there is any- 
thing like a close vote, some such unim- 
portant and inexpedient proposition as 
this might defeat the whole Constitution. 

The gentleman from Philadelphia (Mr. 
Simpson) intimated that the time fixed 
in this section will not suit them at all. 

Coming from the northern part of the 
State of Pennsylvania, and representing 
the wishes of my constituents, I can say 
that this time will not suit them at all. 
Then why not let it alone. 

I desire to assist the gentlemen from 
Philadelphia in defeating the whole sub- 
ject, and I shall vote against the resolu- 
tion ; but if they get themselves fixed as 
they desire to be, they may then, perhaps, 
leave the gentlemen from the rural dis 
tricts out in the cold. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President: I do 
not desire to repeat to-day the arguments 
I offered yesterday in favor of having a 
spring election ; but the very thing that 
the gentleman from Luzerne (Mr. Pal- 
Iner) has mentioned, in reference to the 
absence of fraud in the spring elections, is 
a very excellent argument, in my mind, 
for having a spring election throughout 
the State, not only in the rural districts, 
but elsewhere. That. gentleman says, 
‘6 who ever heard of fraud in a spring 
election?” For the very purpose of hav- 
ing au election clear of fraud in the city 
of Philadelphia, from which I come, I 
wish to have a spring election there. 

I hope the amendment of my colleague 
from Philadelphia (Mr. Simpson) will be 
voted down, because I think that the petr 
pie of Philadelphia really do want a 
spring election. The politicians of Phila- 
tlelphia, almost to a man, are in f&-Or of 

continuing the practice of holding the elec- 
tion in &he fall, mainly, no doubt, with 
the view of preventing the fair election 
which could be had in the spring. I do 
hope that this Convention will give us in 
Philadelphia a spring election, so that we 
con have our election for municipal of% 
t*ers without the interference of political 
organizations or the influence of national 
or State politics. 

Mr. WORRELL. Mr. President : I desire 
to my a few words representing the Phila- 

delphia sentiment, which is in favor of two 
elections annually. 

The course of the argument yesterday 
invited my attention to an examinntion 
of some of the financial statistics of the 
city of Philadelphia, a few of the items of 
which I desire to present for the considerit- 
tion of the Convention. In 1860 the city lase 
assessed upon the real estate within the 
city of Philadelphia amounted to $$!2,077,- 

504 13, and in 1872 the same tax amounted 
to $10,048,317 26. These figures do not 
represent the entire expenditures of the 
municipal government, because taxation 
of personal property and the receipts of the 
various departments-of water, highways, 
gas and others-contribute largely to the 
revenues of the city. I find upon exami- 
nation, that from 1860 to 1872 the councils 
of this city have expended, on account ot 
the munioipality, over $100,000,000. 

On the first day of January, 1860, the 
funded debt of this municipality was 
$21,010,486 56, and on the first day of Janu- 
ary, 1872, the funded debt of the city was 
$47,075,330 45, an increase in thirteen years 
of $26,064,843 89. This increase includes 
an expenditure of $11,650,000 00 for war 
purposes, which amount being deducted 
would make the actual increase of OUI 
funded indebtedness in thirteen years, 
exclusive of war disbursements, $14,414,- 
843 89. The municipal governmeut has 
expended in the last thirteen years ovcl 
one hundred millions of dollars, and yet 
the funded indebtedness alone has been 
increased improperly to an amount he- 
twcen fourteen and fifteen millions of 
dollars. -1 large percentage of tho reve- 
nues of this city is appropriated to the 
private use, through corrupt contracts and 
otherwise, of the parties exercising the 
taxing power. If we can release the elec- 
tions of this city from tho partisan issues 
involved in national and general elec- 
tions, it will be an important reform for 
thiscity. The party managers, interested 
in jobbery and peculation, have rccog- 
nized the difficulty of separating munici- 
pal issues from national and State issues. 
when the election of all oflioers occur 
upon one day, and to increase the difii- 
culty, have had it cnaoted that at clc+ 
tions in the city of Philadelphia the 
names of all oilices, national, State aud 
municipal, to ho voted for at any cleotiou, 
shall be printed upon one ticket, in order 
that the voters of this municipality shall 
not have a fair opportunity of disorimina- 
ting between those who are candidates 
for municipal positions, involving onIF 
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the personal integrity of the candidates, 
and those who are candidatesfor national 
and State officers, involving important 
governmental considerations. To farther 
embarrass the voter, it has been provided 
that every ticket voted in the three hun- 
dred and sixty election districts within 
this city, must have the ward and division 
within which it is voted printed on the 
outside. 

This has been done in order to prevent 
the voter from making an independent 
and proper selection of municipalofficers. 

If we provide for a spring election of 
dty officials, the question on that election 
day will then be : “Is the candidate 
honest, and is he capable ?” We will then 
be remitted to the tests of the time of po- 
litical integrity, and officers will be select- 
ed for their purity and honesty. 

I therefore trust that the .amendment 
will be voted down, and that the citizens 
of this municipality may have a chance 
to see this great reform inaugurated. 

Mr. HAY. Mr. President : From the re- 
marks of the gentlemen who have, on 
either side, spoken on this question, it 
would appear as though we had mainly 
gathered here to legislate for one city in 
this Commonwealth. I do not under- 
stand that that is the sole object of this 
Convention, and I am in favor of giving 
to all localities in the State the .same rights 
claimed for the city of Philadelphia. I 
,see no good reason why that city should 
be singled out for separate action. If the 
&izens of, Philadelphia should have the 
right to determine when thelocal election 
should be held-and I think they ought 
to have that right-it seems to me every 
locality in the State ought to have the 
same privilege. I am therefore opposed 
to the amendment offered by the gen- 
tJemanfromPhiladelphia,(Mr. Simpson,) 
which gives to the cities alone the right 
to determine this question. I am in favor 
of investing the counties also with that 
right. 

I would much prefer that the considera- 
tion of this question should be postponed 
until the reports of the Committees on 
Wtiesand City Charters,andonTownships, 
Counties and Boroughs, shall be presented 
to the Convention, in order that we may 
see what action will be proper under the 
oircumstances. 

I will make that motion, in order that a 
vote m,ay be had upon the proposition as 
mentioned by me ; that is, that the peo- 
ple of the different localities should have 
the right to determine for themselves, 

according to their own judgment and con- 
venience, the time for holding their local 
election. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair understands 
the gentleman to move to postpone the 
section as read. 

Mr. HAY. Yes, sir ; that is my motion. 
The question being upon the postpone- 

ment, a division was called for, and re- 
sulted : In the affirmative forty-two ; in 
the negative nifty-six. So the motion was 
not agreed to. 

Mr. NEWLIN. I move that we do now 
adjourn. 

The question being upon the motion to 
adjourn, it was rejected. 

Mr. HUNSICKEB. If in order, I ask for 
a suspension of the rules, in order to move 
that the session of the Convention be con- 
tinued one hour beyond the usual hour 
of adjournment, namely: Until three 
o’clook. [Cries of “No!” “No !“I 

Mr. HUNSICKER. I withdraw the re- 
quest. 

The question being upon the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Philadel- 
phia, (Mr. Simpson,) it was, by request 
of Mr. Broomall, again read for informa- 
tion, as follows :, 

LLl+ovided, That cities may, when an- 
thorized by law, change the time for hold 
ing the election of municipal officers by 
avote of the people at the next general 
election.” 

Mr. BROOMALL. I move to amend the * 
amendment, by striking out all after the 
word ‘6 provided,” and inserting the fol- 
lowing : 

‘1 That the Legislature may by law fix 
any other day for any county or city, the 
same being uniform throughout such 
county or city.” 

That is, as I understand it, in order, and 
it conveys the same idea with the other 
which I offered, and which I still prefer 
on account of its language, but which the 
Chair ruled out of order. As this conveys 
the same idea, I desire to have the sense of 
the Convention on the motion whether or . 
not we cangetany uniform day throughout 
the entire community. From the discus- 
sion this morning it seems to me we can- 
not. Philadelphia is trying to fix a day 
for herself-isolating herself from the rest 
of the State. The conviction is that when 
we shall have fixed Philadelphia we shall 
lose the aid of the Philadelphia delegates 
in the effort to set the rest of the State 
right in the same particular. 

I hold that there is no reason in the 
world why each county, as well as each 
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city, shouId nat have the pritilege of hav. they may express in an application to the 
inga spring election upon a&e day to I.,e&latum. 
suit its people. There am various ccndi- Mr. TEMPLE. I move that the Ccnven- 
tions, even’of olimate, in this State. Them tfon do now adjourn. 

are a great variety afemplayments, all of The question being upon the motion to 
which have to be suited, and if there be adjourn, it wasrejected. 
tmitbrmity established thrcughoutasingle 
county or oity, that is all the unitbrmity Mr. NEWLIK I move to postpone the 

that we can ask and all that la moewary. further ccusidemtion of the subject. 

I hope the Convention, themtbm, will The PRESIDENT. That motion is out of 

adopt this amendment, and give all of us order. 

a ohancc to have cur spring elections in The hour of two o’clock havlug arrived, 
cur own county on whatever day the ma- the Convention stands adjourned till to- 
jarity of cur people may desire, and which morrow at twelve nox~ 
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NINETEENTH DAY. 

FRIDAY, January 17, 1873. 

The Convention met at twelve o’clock, 
M. Rev. Jaa. W. Curry offered prayer, as 
follows : 

We desire to be grateful to Thee, this 
morning, Almighty Father, for the pre- 
serva;tion of our health and lives during 
the night which is past, and for the 
privileges and mercies of the day on 
which we have entered. Here we are in 
Thy presence for the purpose of perform- 
ing public duties. Help us, Oh Lord, to 
do our duty in the fear of God. Give us 
wisdom in our ignorance. Help us to 
grasp the great questions that may be 
brought before us from day to day, so 
that we may be able to do that which is 
right in the sight of Heaven. Command 
Thy blessing to rest upon the aged mem- 
bers of this Convention. Give them 
strength of body and of mind, so that they, 
cspecially,may beabletoperformtheirdu- 
ties with an eye single to the interest of the 
people of this Commonwealth. Bless us 
this day, and save us all, through Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

TUE SALE OF LIQUOR. 

The PRESIDENT submitted to the Con- 
vention the following, which was ordered 
to lie on the table : 

The following preamble and resolution 
were adopted and ordered to be placed in 
your hands by the East Pennsylvania 
Eldership of the Church of God, at its 
late meeting, held at Mechanicsburg, 
Cumberland county, Pa., November 6, 
1872 : 

WHEREAS,T~~~~ seems to be some 

doubt with regard to Chet final decision of 
the judiciary of Pennsylvania with refer- 
ence to the power of the Legislature to 
pass a law aeecting the sale of liquor, we 
submit the same for approval to the vote 
of the people affected by it ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Constitutional Con- 
vention of Pennsylvania, which is about 
assembling, be and the same is hereby 
petitioned by the East Pennsylvania El- 
dership, representing the members of the 

Church of God, in Eastern Pennsylvania, 
to insert an article in the new Constitu- 
tion giving this right, in all its fullness, 
to the Legislature. 

D. A. L. LAVERTY, 
bpeaker. 

TIIE PARDONINQ POWER. 

The PI~SIDENT submitted to the Con- 
vention the following memorial, which 
was ordered to lie on the table : 

PHILADELPHIA, December 19,1872., 

1’0 the Convention elected to propose amend- 
ments to the CoPlatitution of lk-tmsylvn. 
&a : 
The memorial of the Philadelphia so- 

ciety for alleviating the miseries of public 
prisons respectfully showeth : 

That the attention of the society has 
been called lo the subject of the pardon- 
ing power, as exorcised in Pennsylvania, 
and that the oonclusion to which theso- 
ciety has arrived is that being vested in 
the Executive alone it is vested in the 
worst possible manner, the responsibility 
thrown upon the Executive being burden- 
some to him, and frequently exposing him 
to unjust suspicion, and that secrecy of 
the motives for granting pardons is bad 
for the community and injurious to the 
public morals. 

That having reached this point the soci- 
ety undertook to ascertain upon what sys- 
tems the pardoning power was exercised 
in several of our sister States, and that, 
having received this information, they 
prefer the system practiced in New Jer- 
sey to those in use in the other States from 
which they have heard. This State vests 
the pardoning power in a board, composed 
of the Governor, the Chancellor and the 
judges of the Supreme Court, a board 
which affects no secrecy as to its transaac- 
tions, but keeps minutes of its proceed- 
ings. 

The society would therefore recommend 
to the Convention to follow this patternas 
closely as may be by constituting the Gov- 
ernor of the State and the judges of the 
Supreme Court a board, to whom and to 
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whom alone the pardoning power shall be 
entrusted. By order of the society. 

JAMES BA1RCLAP. 

The House will bc open to the member. 
at any time it nidy suit thcul to call. i 

may add that from ten o’clock A. M. un- 
til two o’clock P. M. the visitors have :L 
better opportunity of seeing an institu- 
tion. 

Attest : JNO. J. LYTLB, 

PrBLICATION OF PxIVATE BEQVEATK 

The PRESIDENT submitted the follow- 
ing communication, which was ordered 
tolie on the table : 

No. 123 UXE~TSUT STREET 
PIIILADELPHIA, ~UnuWylG,l~73. Ii 

To the President and MembeT.9 of the COIL- 
stitutional Convention : 

GEBTLEXEN :-I ask your attention, if 
withinyour province, to have alawpassed 
prohibiting the publication of the private 
bequests and private terms of any one’s 
will except by parties interested in the 
will. In this day’sPhiladelphia Inquirer 
the private bequests in the wills of the 
late John A. Brown and Washington 
Butcher are published. It is a great in- 
v:t sion of private rights. 

J. FISHER LEAMlKG. 

THE DEAF AND DUMB ASk-LU31. 

The PRESIDENT submitted the follow- 
ing invitation : 

PHILADELPHIA,J~?P. 16, 1873. 

Hon. WM. M. MEREDITH, 

P,&dent of Constitutional Convention: 
SIR :-I am instructed by the board of 

directors of the Pennsylvania Institution 
for the deaf and dumb to invite the mem- 
bers of the Convention to visit, during 
their sojournin the city, the institution at 
such time as may be convenient to them. 
On the afternoon of Thursday, at half- 
past three o’clock, there is an examina- 
tion of some of the pupils. 

JAMES J. BARCLBP, 
Secretary. 

Mr. LAMBERTON. Mr. President: I 
movwe that the invitation be accepted, with 
the thanks of the Convention. 

The motion was agreed to. 

THE IIOUSE OF REIWGE. 

The PRESIDENT submitted the follow- 
ing invitation : 

P~IILADELPHIA, Jan. IG. 1873. 

Hon. WX M. MEREDITH, 

FreJident of Constitutional Convention : 
SIX:--I am charged by the board of 

managers of the House of Refuge to state 
to the members of the Convention that if 
during their sojourn in the city they 
would visit the House, the managers will 
be much gratified. 

Jlo pleased to communicnto this invitn- 
tion to the mcmbcrs of tho Convention. 

JhMES J. BARCLAY, 
Pwsident of House Refuge. 

Mr. DARLINGT~N. I lnove tllxt tlW 

thanks of the Convention be tendered for 
the invitation. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PROHIBITIOS. 

Mr. LANDIS offered a petition from cer- 
tain citizens of Bedford county, praying 
for the passage of a law prohibiting .tlie 
sale and manufacture of spirituous liquors, 
which was read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Legislation. 

STATEINSPECTORSOF XERCAANDISE. 

Mr. J. PRICE WETIIEKILL. Mr. Presi- 

dent : I have been requested by the clerk 
of the Merchants’ Exchange association 
in Philadelphia to present to this body a 
memorial with regard to the abolition of 
all State inspections of merchandise. 

The memorial was read and referred to 
the Committee on Legislation. 

Mr: DARLINGTON presented a petition, 

signed by one hundred and ninety citi- 
zens of Chester county, praying for an 
amendment to the Constitution granting 
to women the right of suffrage, which was 
read and referred to the CoInmittee upon 

Election, Suffrage and Representation. 

Mr. J. PRICE WETIIERILL presented 

five several petitions uponthe sanie snb- 

ject, which were referred, without read- 
ing, to the same committee. 

FREE-AND EQUAL ELECTIONS. 

~Mr.Ho~Irr~sofferedtbe following Ieso- 

lution, which was read and referred to 
the Committee on Declaration of Rights. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Decla- 
ration of Rights be directed to inquire 
into the expediency of so amending the 
fifth section of the ninth-article of the 
Constitution as to read : “That elections 
shall be free and equal, and electors shall 
not be controlled or intimidated on elec- 
tion day by the presence of the military, 
either State or national.” 
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LEAVE OF +BSENCE. 

Mr. LAWREKCE asked and obtained 
leave of absence for Mr. Struthers for two 
days. 

Mr. HOPKINS asked and obtained lea%-e 
of absence for two days for Mr. Kaine. 

CHICAQO LIBRARY. 

Mr. HAY offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was twice read : 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be di- 
rected to furnish to the Chicago public 
library one oopy of the daily Debates and 
proceedings of the Convention. 

Mr. HAY. Mr. President: ‘I have a 
communication from the Secretary of 
the public library of Chicago, requesting 
that this courtesy be extended by the 
C!onvention, and I hope the resolution 
will be adopted. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

PITTSBURCt PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

Nr. HAY offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was twice read : 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be di- 
rected to furnish to the Mercantile li- 
brary and Mechanics’ Institute of Pitts- 
burg one copy of the daily Debates and 
proceedings of the Convention. 

Mr. HANNA. 1 beg leave to amend, by 
adding the words, I6 and the Mercantile 
library of Philadelphia.” 

Mr. HAY. I accept the amendment as 
a modification. 

The PRESIDENT. The quest,ion is upon 
the resolution as modified. 

Mr. LILLY. Mr. President: I do not 
know that the Clerk of the Convention 
has control of the copies of the debates. 
As that subject is in the hands of the 
Printing Committee, I think this matter 
should go to them. I am in favor of an 
additional number of copies being given 
to each member, that they may distri- 
bute them. 

Mr. HAY. Mr. President : I hope the 
resolution will be agreed to. I have not 
received any communication from the 
Mercantile library of Pittsburg, asking 
that this copy be furnished to them, but I 
thought it necessary. I wish to state to 
the Convention that this is the only public 
reading room in the city of Pittsburg, 
where it would be proper to have a edpy 
of the Debates of the Convention deposi- 
ted, and as there has been no provision 
made by which the members of the Con- 
vention oan send out to gentlemen in the 
different parts of the Sthte, who may be 
interested in such matters, the copies of 

the daily Debates, I was very anxious to 
have one copy sent to the city of Pitts- 
burg, where those who aro interested in 
the proceedings of the Convention can 
see what is be.ing done. 

‘Having the honor of occupying a re- 
sponsible position in that library,1 thought 
my request would be sufficient, without 
a formal communication from the library 
company. I hope the members will 
allow this one copy to be sent to the city 
of Pittsburg, for the reason that I have 
mentioned, and as some of the members 
from Philadelphia seem to desire that a 
copy should be furnished to the Mercantile 
library of this city, I have no objection 
to that amendment. 

Mr. LILLY. I move to refer the whole 
subject to the Committee on Printing. 

The motion was not agreed to. 
Mr. JOHN R. READ. Mr. President: I 

move to add “ The Franklin library and 
the law library of Philadelphia.” 

Mr. HUNSICKER. Mr. President : The 
reason why I oppose the resolution offer- 
ed by the gentleman from Allegheny (Mr. 
Hay) is, because, yesterday we had before 
this (!onvention, and passed a resolution, 
requiring the Chief Clerk to send a oopy 
of our proceedings to each daily paper in 
the State, also one to each head of depart- 
ment, and to members of Legislature, and 
to distribute a certain number to each 
member of the Convention. Now, it 
seems to me, if we vote a copy to one li- 
brary company in t,he State, we may be 
called to vote one to each library company 
in the State. If this resolution is adopt- 
ed, I shall offer a resolution to send a 
copy to the h’orristown library company, 
and the consequence will be we shall have 
more copies ordered to difierent libraries 
than will be printed. 

Mr. HOPKINS. I move to amend the 
resolution, by adding, “the library of the 
borough of Washington.” We have a 
very fine public library there, one single 
individual having contributed ten thou- 
sand dollars for the purpose of purchasing 
books for that library. 

Mr. M’ALLISTER. I move to further 
amend, by adding, “the Agricultural col- 
lege of Pennsylvania.” 

The PRESIDENT. That is not now in 
order. 

The question being upon the amend- 
ment of Mr. Hopkins to the amendment 
offered by Mr. J. R. Read, it was rejected. 

The PRESIDENT. Motions ‘to amend 
the amendment are now in order. 

\ 
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Mr. M’ALLISTER. I movelto add, “the 
Agricultural college of Pennsylvania.” 
It is a State institution, and the only col- 
lege in this State representing the indus- 
trial classes of Pennsylvania. 

The amendment of Mr. M’Bllister to 
the amen iment of Mr. J. R. Read was 
rejected. 

Mr. DALLAS. I move to strike out all 
after the word “resolved,” and insert : 
“That the Printing Committee be reques- 
ted to inquire into and report what public 
libraries and institutions in the State 
should be given copies of the Debates.” 

The PRESIDENT. The motion is not in 
order at this time. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I move to indefinitely 
postpone the whole subject. 

The question being upon the indefinite 
postponement, it was agreed to. 

Mr. DALLAS. Mr. President: 1 now 
move my proposition as an original redo- 
lution. It was held not to be germane to 
the subject just decided, so I suppose it is 
proper as an original proposition. 

The resolution was read, as follows : 
Resolved, That the Printing Committee 

be requested to inquire into and report 
what public libraries and institutions in 
the State should be given copies of the 
Debates. 

Mr. COCHRAN. I wish, Mr. President, 
to call the attention of the Convention to 
the question whether or not they are pre- 
pared to originate a course which may in- 
volve a very considerable expense. The 
Committee on Printing hasalready report- 
ed, and this Convention has passed a 
resolution directing a copy to be sent to 
all the newspapers published in the Com- 
monwealth, to the members of the Legis- 
lature and to the Governor of the State, 
as well as to the heads of departments. 

The proposition now would be, in effect, 
to furnish this publication in sheets to all 
the libraries in the Commonwealth. IS it 
neoessary to incur this expense ? The Con- 
vention has already resolved that th@y will 
have forty-five hundred copies of these De- 
bates bound. The idea was in the minds of 
some, at least, of the members that those 
bound copies were for the very purpose of 
supplying to these libraries. Shall we now 
incur this considerable expense of send- 
ing these sheets to these libraries, where 
they will never be preserved? 

I do not desire to make any argument 
on the question, but merely to submit it 
to the Convention. 

Mr. MACCONNELL. I move to amend, 

by inserting &er the words “pubic insti- 
tutions” the words ‘6 if any.” 

Mr. DALLAS. I accept that as a modi- 
fication of my resolution. 

The question being upon the resolution, 
it was not agreed to. 

ELECTORAL RIGBTS. 

Mr. WHERRY oRered the following reso- 
lution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Suffrage, Elections and Repre- 
sentation : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf- 
frage, Elections and Representation be re- 
quested to consider whether it consists 
with the true theory of represontative 
democracy that the vote of one elector 
may count in the election of more than 
one delegate to the same Assembly. 

IRREDEEMABLE GROUND RENTS. 

Mr. STANTON offered the following reso- 
lution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on&he #Judiciary : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Judiciary be requested to take into eon- 
sideration the propriety of making some 
constitutional provision whereby the ex- 
isting series of obligdtious known as irre- 
deemable ground rents may be extin- 
guished, and by which the future crea- 
tion of any such unlimited charges upon 
real estate may be prevented. 

HOUR OF MEETINQ. 

Mr. COLLINS offered the following restr 
lution, which was read : 

Resolved, That the hour of meeting after 
Monday next shall be ten o’clock A. 51. 
until otherwise ordered. 

On the question, shall the Convention 
proceed to the second reading and consid- 
eration of the rosolution? 

It was determined in the negative. 

BILL OF RIGHTS. 

Mr.‘ ConsoN offered the following rest+ 
lution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Declaration of Rights : 

Remlved. That the Committee on the 
Declaration of Rights be requested to in- 
quire into the propriety of so amending ar- 
ticle nine, section seven, as that at the end 
thereof it shall continue as follows : “And 
no conviction shall be allowed except 
upon positive proof of personal malice on 
the part of the publisher of the alleged 
libel.” 

And amend section nine, by striking 
out the word 9+5nage,“,andinserting the 
words “county or city” in lieu thereof. 
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And amend section fourteen, by adding 
to the end thereof t.hese words : L’And of 
which necessity due proclamation shall 
be made by the Governor.” 

HOUR OF MEETINQ. 

Mr. ALRICKS. I offer a resolution, that 
the hour of meeting, after Monday next, 
shall be ten o’clock A. M., until other- 
wise ordered. 

The question being, shall the Conven- 
tion proceed to the second reading and 
consideration of the resolutiou, it was not 
agreed to. 

FOREIQN CORPORATION& 

Mr. BRODHEAD offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Railroads and Ca- 
nals : 

Reeolved, That there shall be no pro- 
hibition against corporations not incorp 
rated under the laws of this State, ac- 
quiring and holding real estate within 
the Commonwealth. 

PROBATE COURT IN PHILADELPHIA. 

Mr. NEWLIN offered the following pro- 
position of amendment, which was read 
and referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary : 

SRCTION -. That the Governor, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
shall appoint, for a period of ten years, such 
number of persons, learned inthe law, as 
the Legislature may direct, to be judges 
of the court of probate for the city and 
county of Philadelphia ; they shall have 
all the powers now pertaining to the or- 
phans’ court and registers’ court, and such 
other powers as may be conferred upon 
them by law; said court shall refer all 
matters pending therein, in the first in- 
stance, amongst the j uages thereof in such 
manner as they may determine, and the 
action of any judge shall be subject to re- 
view by the said court sitting in bane; but 
no reference shall be made to any master, 
auditor or examiner; the Legislature shall 
provide by general law for appeals from- 
said court to the Supreme Court; the 
judges of said court of probate shall ap 
point for three years, and may at pleasure 
remove, such clerks and other officers as 
may be allowed, and whose salaries shall 
be fixed by law, and they shall receive no 
fees whatever; the judges of the said 
court shall be paid the same salaries as 
the judges of the court of common pleas 
of the city.and county of Philadelphia, 
and the same shall not be diminished 
during their term of office; the judges 

first appointed shall draw lots for their 
term of service, in such manner that the 
commission of one shall expire at the end 
of every second year ; the one having the 
shortest term shall be president judge. 

ADJOURNHENT TO WEDNESDAY. 

Mr. STANTON offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read : 

Rmolved, That when this Convention 
adjourn it be to Wednesday next at twelve 
o’clock MI. 

On the question, shall the Convention 
proceed to the second reading and consid- 
eration of the resolution 1 

It was determined in the negative. 

L’OPIES OF THE DEBATES. 

Mr. GILPIN offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read : 

Resolved, That the number of copies of 
the Debates of the Convention to be fur- 
nished each member of the Convention 
be inoreased to three. 

On the question, shall the Convention 
proceed to the second reading and consid- 
eration of the resolution, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

CIVIL CAUSES AT ISSUE. 

Mr. MACVEA~H offered the following 
resolution, which was twice read and con- 
sidered : 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be in- 
structed to address a letter to the pro 
thonotary of each city and county in the 
State, requesting them to furnish to the 
Convention the number of civil muses at 
issue on their respective dockets, and a 
copy of the last trial list in their respective 
courts,showingthedatewhensaidtriallist 
was oalled, the date of the issuing of the 
original writ in each case thereon, and the 
number of cases actually tried. 

Mr. MACVEAOH. Mr. President : I de- 
sire to say to the Convention that if any 
other form of this resolution is desired it 
will be equally acceptable to me. My ob- 
ject in offering the resolution is simply 
to obtain information on this subject for 
the use of the Committee on the JudI- 
clary, as well as for the Convention, so 
that we may ascertain the actual condition 
of the judicial business in each district 
throughout the State; how long a suitor 
has to await the delay of the judiciary, 
and how sufficient or insufficient the ju- 
dicial force of each district happens to be. 
I trust that the Convention will agree 
to the resolution, in order that we may 
obtain the desired information. 
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Mr. HARRY WHITE. Will the gentle- 
man accept the following amendment: 
“&\nd that the Clerk report such replies 
to the Convention, arranging the counties 
in alphabetical order.” 

Mr. MACVEAOH. Certainly. 
The PRESIDENT. The resolution will 

be SO modified if there is no objection. 
Mr. WORRELL. Mr. President : I offer 

the following amendment by way of ad- 
dition : 

“And that the clerks of the courts of 
quarter sessions shall certify the number 
of returns made to each term within the 
last two years, and the disposition made 
of each return by the grand jury and the 
court.” . 

Mr. MACVEAGH. I desire to ask the 
unanimous consent of the Convention so 
to modify the resolutlon as to include the 
three districts of the Supreme Court and 
the district courts. 

The PRESIDEXT. If no objection is 
made, the resolution will be so modified. 

Mr. WORRELL. Mr. President: I of- 
fered my amendment for the reason that 
the manner in which the minor judiciary, 
the grand juries and the aldermen and 
justices of the peace of this Common- 
wealth have discharged their respective 
duties, will be a very important subject 
to be considered by this Convention. I 
think it is a very important matter that 
this Convention should be informed as to 
the number of returnsmade by the alder- 
men of this Commonwealth, so that we 
can ascertain the disposition that has been 
made of them by thegrand juries and the 
courts, and judge whether they have been 
of a frivolous character or not, and in 
order that the Convention may take such 
actiou as it may deem expedient to insure 
the peace and interest of our citizens. 

Mr. DARLINGTON: I understand that 
this information is desired by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary ; and I move that 
the whole subject be referred to that 
committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

SDJOUT.NMENT TO &lONDAY. 

Mr. LA>rnE~roh-. I offer the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That when this Convention 
adjourn it be to meet on Monday at noon. 

On the question of proceeding to the 
second reading of the resolution, the yeas 
and nays were required by Mr. Darling- 
ton and Mr. Mann, and were as follow, 
VlZ : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Achenbach, Ainey, Armstrong, 
Baker, Barman, Barclay, I3ardsley, Bar- 
tholomew, Biddle, Boyd, Brodhead, 
Broomall, Buckalew, Campbell, Clark, 
Cochran, Corson, Curry, Curtin, Dallas, 
Davis, Ellis, Fell, Funck, Gibson, Hanna, 
Harvey, Hemphill, Hopkins, Horton, 
Hunsicker, Kaine, Lamberton, Landis, 
Lilly, Long, M’Allister, MacVeagh, Meta- 
ger, Palmer, H. W., Parsons, Patton, 
Pughe, Reynolds, S. H., Rooke, Ross, 
Runk, Russell, Simpson, Smith, Henry 
W., Stanton, Van Reed, Wetherill, J. M.,, 
Wherry, Woodward and Worrell-56. 

SAYS. 

Messrs. Addicks, Alricks, Andrews, 
Baer, Baily, (Perry,) Beebe, Black, Chas. 
A., Bowman, Brown, Carey, Carter, 
Church, Collins, Corbett, Craig, Cuyler, 
Darlington, De France, Dimmick, Dodd, 
Dunning, Ewing, Gilpin, Guthrie, Hag, 
Hazzard, Howard, Knight, Lawrence, 
Littleton, M’Clean, MacConnell, M’Mur- 
ray, Mann, Mantor, Minor, Mott, Newlin, 
Niles, Palmer, G. W., Patterson, D. W., 
Patterson, T. II. B., Purman, Purviance,. 
SamuelA.,Read, Juo. R., Reed, Andrew, 
Reynolds, dames L., Smith, W. H., Tem- 
ple, Turrell, Walker, Wetherill, John 
Price, White, David N., White, Harry, 
White, J. W. F., Wright and Meredith, 
President-57. 

So the motion was rejected. 
ABSENT AND NOT vorrxo.-Messrs. Bni- 

ley, (Huntingdon,) Black, 6. S., Cassidy, 
Cronmiller, Edwards, Elliott, Finney, 
Fulton, Gowen, Hall, Heverin, Lear, 
M’Camant, M’Culloch, Porter, I’urvian% 
John M., Rharpe, Smith, II. G., Stewart 
and Struthers-20. 

FORNS OF VOTING. 

Mr. BAER oflered the following resoln; 
tion, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Suffrage, Election and Representa- 
tion : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf- 
frage, Election and Representation be re- 
quested to inquire into the expediency of 
so amending the Constitution as, in sub- 
stance, to provide : 

‘That all electionsshall be by ballot, 
except those by persons in their repre- 
sentative capacities, who shall vote via0 
vote. Each ballot shall have written or 
printed upon it the name of the office to be 
filled, and the name or names of the can- 
didate or candidates for such office for 
whom the elector wishes to vote and 
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nothing else. But no ballot shall have 
upon it the name of more than one office, 
nor the names of candidates for more 
than one office.” 

HOUR OF DAILY ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. President : I offer the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That after Monday next, un- 
til otherwise ordered, the hour of ad- 
journment shall be half-past two o’clock 
P. M. 

On the question of proceeding to the 
second reading of the resolution, a divi- 
slon was called for, which resulted forty- 
one in the affirmative and fifty-two in 
the negative ; so the question was decided 
in the negative. 

PRINTING COMMITTEE REPORTS. 

Mr. MACVEAaII offered the following 
resolution, which was twice read and con- 
sidered : 

Resohed, That one hundred additional 
aopies of the report of the Committee on 
the Legislature be printed, together with 
the minority report from said committee. 

Mr. MAcVEAaR. Mr. President : I de- 
she to say a single word by way of expla- 
nation. The Convention ordered one 
hundred and fifty copies of the report of 
the Committee on the Legislature, which, 
in its judgment, seemed sufficient. But I 
am told that at least two hundred and 
fifty copies will be required for the mem- 
bers of the press that are here, for the 
purpose of journaliaing the report, in order 
to give to each member of the Convention 
one copy, and to guard against the possi- 
bility of a loss of a copy by any member. 
That the minority report should be prin- 
ted with the report of the majority will 
be apparent to everybody. I trust there- 
fore that the Convention will agree to the 
resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 

Mr. DUNNING offered the following 
resolution, which was read: 

Resolved, That when this Convention 
adjourn to-day it adjourn to meet on Mon- 
day next at eleven o’clock A. 31. 

0.n the question of proceeding to the 
second reading and consideration of the 
resolution, 

The yeas and nays were required by 
Mr Lilly and Mr. Mann, and were as fol- 
low, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Achenbach, Ainey, Baker, Ban- 
nan, Barclay, Bardsley, Bartholomew, 

Riddle, Broomall, Buckalew, Campbell, 
Carey, Clark, Corson, Curry, Curtin, Da- 
vis, Elliott, Ellis, Funck, Gibson, Guthrie, 
Hanna, Harvey, Haszard, Hopkins, Hun- 
sicker, Lamberton, Landis, Lilly, Long, 
M’Camant, MacVeagh, Metzger, Newlin, 
Niles, Palmer, II. W., Parsons, Patton, 
Purviance, Sam’1 A., Ross, Runk, Simp- 
son, Smith, Henry W., Stanton, Temple, 
Van Reed, Wetherill, J. M., Wherry, 
White, Harry and Woodward-51. 

SAYS. 

Messrs. Addicks, Alricks, Andrews, 
Armstrong, Baer, Baily, (Perry,) Beebe, 
Black, Charles A., Bowman, Boyd, Brod- 
head, Brown, Carter, Church, Cochran, 
Collins, Corbett, Craig, Cuyler, Dallas, 
Darlington, De France, Dimmick, Dodd, 
Dunning, Ewing, Fell, Gllpin, Hay, 
Hemphill, Horton, Kaine, Knight, Lnw- 
rence, M’Allister, M’Clean, MacConnell, 
X’Murray, Mann, Mantor, Minor, Mott, 
Patterson, D. W., Patterson, T. II. B., 
Pughe, Purman, Read, John R., Reed, 
Andrew, Reynolds, James L., Reynolds, 
8. II., Rooke, Russell, Smith, W. H., Tur- 
rell, Walker, Wetherill, Jno. Price, 
White, David N., White, J. W. F., Wor- 
rell, Wright and Meredith, President-01. 

So it was determined in the negative. 

&3SENT AND NOT VOTING.--;MeSSrS. 

Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Black, J. S., C’as- 
sidy, Cronmiller, Edwards, Finney, &‘ul 
ton, Gowen, Hall, Heverin, Howard, Lear- 
Littleton, M’Culloch, Palmer, G. W., Por- 
ter, Purviance, Jno. N., Sharpe, Smith, 11. 
G., Stewart and Struthers-%. 

JGDICIAL DISTRICTS. 

Mr. DUXNING offered the following 

resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary : 

Resolved, That the Constitution be so 
amended that any county having a popu- 
lation of not less than one hundred thou- 
sand, and a territory of not less that si-s 
hundred square miles, may be divided 
into two judicialdistricts, each containing 
not less than forty thousand population, 
and having a territory of not less than two 
hundred square miles. The Legislature 
may, by commissioners or otherwise, 
establish the location of the court house 
and other offices required by such division, 
and provide for the election of register ot 
wills and recorder of deeds and mortgages 
for each additional district, which ofli~s 
shall bc located where the courts arc 
held. 

. 
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ADJOURNMENTTOWEDNESDAY. 

Mr. HUNSICKER offered the following 
resolution, which was read : 

Resolved, That when this Convention 
adjourns to day, it adjourns to meet next 
Wednesday at eleven o’clock A. M. 

Upon the question of proceeding to the 
second reading and consideration of the 
resolution, 

The yeas and nays were required by 
Mr. Ewing and Mr. J. R. Read, and were 
as follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Addicks, Ainey, Alricks, Arm- 
strong, Baer, Baker, Bannan, Barclay, 
Bardsley, Bartholomew, Black, Charles 
A., Boyd, Brodhead, Buckalew, Clark, 
Cochran, Corson, Curry, Curtin, Cuyler, 
Davis, De France, Dimmick, Ellis, Funok, 
Gibson, Hanna, Harvey, Hunsicker, 
Icaine, Lamberton, Lilly, Long, M’Ca- 
mant, M’Clean. MacVeagh, Metzger,Mott, 
Palmer, G. W., Palmer, H. W., Parsons, 
Reynolds, James L., Reynolds, S. H., 
Ross, Runk, Simpson, Smith, Henry W., 
Stanton, Van Reed, Wetherill, J. M., 
White, David N., White, Harry, Wood- 
ward and Worrell-54. 

NAYS. 

Messrs. Achenbach, Andrews, Baily, 
(Perry,) Beebe, Biddle, Bowman, Brown, 
Campbell, Carey, Carter, Church, Collins, 
Corbett, Craig, Dallas, Darlington, Dodd, 
Elliott, Ewing, Fell, Gilpin, Guthrie, 
Hav, Hazzard, Hopkins, Horton, Howard, 
I&ight, Landis, Lawrence, M’Allister, 
M’Connoll, M’Murray, Mann, Mantor, 
Minor, Niles, Patterson, D. W., Patterson, 
T. H. B., Patton, Purman, Purviance, 
Ham’1 A., Read, John R., Reed, Andrew, 
Rooke, Smith, W. H., Temple, Turrell, 
Walker, Wetherill, Jno. Price, Wherry, 
White, J. W. F., Wright and Meredith, 
President-54 

So the question was determined in the 
negative. 

ABENT AND NOT VOTING.--Messrs. 

Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Black, J. S., 
Broomall, Uassidy, Cronmiller, Dunning, 
Edwards, Finney, Fulton, Gowen, Hall, 
Hemphill, Heverin, Lear, Littleton, M’- 
Culloch, Newlin, Porter, Pughe, Purvl- 
ante, John N., Russell, Sharpe, Smith, 
II. G., Stewart and Struthers-24, 

LBAVES OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. CO~HRAN asked leave of absence 
for himself for a few days, which was 
granted. 

. 

Mr. IM'CONNELL asked leave of absence 
for Mr. T. H. B. Patterson for a few days, 
which w’as granted. 

ADJOURNXEST TO MONDAY. 

Mr. ELLIS offered the following resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved, That when this Convention 
adjourn, it adjourn to meet on Monday 
next, at one-o’clock P. M. 

On the question of proceeding to the 
second reading and consideration of the 
resolution, the yeas and nays were called 
for. 

Mr. ARMSTONG. Mr. President : Be- 
fore proceeding with the call I ask the 
unanimous consent of the Convention to 
make a word of explanation. 

Unanimous consent was granted. 
Mr. ARMSTRONG. It is very evident 

that the Convention is impatient on this 
question, and that we are wasting time in 
calling of the yeas and nays upon the 
matter of adjournment. It is apparent 
that there is a very large number in favor 
of an adjournment. I have myselfvoted 
against an adjournment until Monday for 
the reason that it did not seem to answer 
the purpose of any of the members of the 
Convention. It will not afford those gen- 
tlemen, who liveat a distance, an opportu- 
nity to return to their homes and come 
back to the Convention at a time when 
they can probably proceed to any availa- 
ble work. 

It is well known that on Tuesday next 
the new Governor will be inaugurated, 
and it strikes me that it is a proper occa- 
sion for gentlemen of all political opinions 
to pay their respects to the chief magis- 
trate of our State. There are some gentle- 
men here who desire to be present at the 
inauguration, and I think it is fitting that 
this Convention should pay such a mark 
of respect to the Governor of the State. 
I think, therefore, it would be well if 
the House entertained the motion, so 
that upon second reading the resolution 
may be amended. In that case I shall 
move so to amend it that the Convention 
adjourn to meet on Wednesday, at twelve 
M. This will enable the gentlemen who 
live at a distance to go to their homes, 
with time enough to enjoy a visit to their 
families ; and if we come here on Monday 
the chances are, largely, that we shall not 
have a quorum, at least not such a quo- 
rum as will proceed to business, and an 
adjournment will probably then be moved 
until Wednesday. 

I deem it more appropriate that the 
Convention do now resolve that when we 
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adjourn it will be to meet on Wednesday, 
at twelve o’clock. With that view I ask 
that the present resolution be passed to a 
second reading, in order that an amend- 
ment to that effect may be off’ered. 

The call for the yeas and nays was 
then withdrawn,and the resolution was 
read the second time and considered. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. I move to amend the 
resolution, by striking out “Monday” and 
inserting ‘I Wednesday, at noon.” 

Mr. MACVEA~H. Would it be in order 
to state that, if the amendment is agreed to, 
and the resolution as amended is adopted, 
I shall then move to make the report of 
the Committee on the Legislature the 
special order for Wednesday next, by 
which time the papers will all be ready 
and upon the desks of members 4 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the amendment of the gentleman from 
Lycoming (Mr. Armstrong.) 

Mr. ALRICKS. I move to further amend, 
by striking out ‘6 twelve ” and inserting 
“ four” o’clock. . 

M1;. HAY. Mr. President: While I can 
see some appropriateness in the remarks 
of the distinguished gentleman upon my 
right (&Mr. &-mstron& in the adv&acy of 
an Adjournment until Wednesday, I do 
not &ink the reasons are strong %ough 
towarrantthisConventionin thatadjourn- 
ment. I see no reason why the delibera- 
tions of this Convention cannot go on just 
as well when the Governor is being inau- 
gurated as when any other circumstance 
is transpiring in some other part of the 
State, and I do not see that it is any spe- 
cial advantage to have members there gaz- 
ing on that spectacle rather than here at- 
tending to the business of this Conven- 
tion. 

I call attention to the fact that the last 
Constitutional Convention of this State 
held session even on the Fourth of July, 
and did not adjourn over that prominent 
day. That Convention worked also on 
Christmas and New Year’s days, and if 
tl>ey did that I cannot see any impropriety 
in our working inphiladelphia all through 
that period when the spectacle of the in- 
auguration is being displayed at Harris- 
burg. 

Mr. BUCKALEW. In addition to what 
has been so well said by the gentleman 
from Lyooming (Mr. Armstrong) I desire 
to say a word on this point. In 1838 we 
had no railroads. Hence I can very well 
understand how it was that the members 
of the Convention of that time did not ad- 

journ very frequently-not having had 
any facilities for getting to their homes. 

It is well known that just at this time 
we are delayed by reason of our printing, 
and shall be delayed for some days yet. 
It is quite evident, also, from the large 
number on leave of absence, and from 
the private remarks of members, that it 
is mot probable that the Convention can 
be reasonably full at any time before 
Wednesday next. 

To the public it is a matter of little im- 
portance whether we sit 6r not for the 
two or three days involved in the present 
discussion. If we were paid by the day 
it would be expected that we should sit 
continuously, and bring our labok to a 
close as soon as possible ; but being paid 
a gross sum, it makes, as I say, very little 
diRerence, at any rate on the ground of 
expense. 

Besides, it seems to me, apart from 
all personal considerations, that it is but 
decent and proper, in deference to our 
fundamental law and the spirit of our 
institutions, that we should permit those 
members of the Convention who may so 
desire to attend at the inauguration of 
the Governor. I am therefore in favor of 
such an adjournment as will effectuate 
that purpose. 

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Mr. President: I beg 
leave to say a word or two on this subject. 
We have all had sufficient opportunit’y, 
thus far, of convincing ourselves that the 
moment the Convention adjourns for a 
longer time than one day the work of the 
Convention ends as well m the commit- 
tees as in this hall. If the committees 
could be retained and kept at work while 
the. Convention stands adjourned, there 
would be no great objection, but I do pro- 
test against these frequent adjournments. 
They stop the work of the Convention. 
We havecome here to make a Constitu- 
tion. The gentleman from Columbia 
county (Mr. Buckalew) says that we are 
not paid by the day, and he assigns ‘this 
as a reason why we may have frequent 
adjournments. But, Mr. President, there 
are members here who cannot conveni- 
ently go home and be back at the re- 
quired time. There are very many mem- 
bers who have left home calculating tore- 
turn in April, upon the supposition that 
the work of this Convention will be oom- 
pleted early in April, and I fear they will 
be compelled to remain here during the 
summer to complete the work. 

I am firmly convinced that we will do 
our work in the best manner by continu- 
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ing here from day to day, sitting at least 
five days in the week until the work is 
done, and it is the only way that this 
work can be done quickly. 

It has been said that we had no railroads 
in lA38 to convey the members of the Con- 
vention to their homes. That is true ; but 
let me say that railroads, instead of being 
a blessing to the country in hastening’the 
work of the Legislature and the Conven- 
tion, have proved a curse ,in the facilities 
they aEord in carrying members home to 
attend to their own private business in- 
stead of leaving them remain to transact 
the duties entrusted to them. I hope 
that those members who can get home 
and transact their private business for a 
day or two, and then return here to per- 
form their Convention work, will take 
into consideration the situation of mem- 
bers who are not enabled to do this. I 
hope, Mr. President, for these reasons, 
that the public good will not be sacrificed 
in protecting the private irterests of our 
members. 

LMr. ALRICKS. I move to amend the 
amendment, by striking out ‘?welve 31,” 
and insert “ four P. &I.” 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President : The ques- 
tion before this Convention, disguise it as 
we may, is simply whether we shall defer 
the work before us in order to enable 
members to visit their homes once every 
w&k, or remain here and faithfully at- 
tend to the work we have been delegated 
to perform. Every Friday that the Con- 
vention has been in session we have wit- 
nessed precisely this same spectacle, and 
sometimes it has occurred for one reason 
and sometimes for another: but there is 
not a member on this floor who does not 
well understand that the real reitson is 
that the inembers of the Convention de- 
sire to return to their homes over Satur- 
day, and the consequence is that many of 
them do not return in time on Monday to 
attend to their important duties here. 
Toast Monday there was scarcely a quorum 
present at the opening of the session, and 
if the Convention adjourns until next 
Wednesday I feel assured that nothing 
will be done during the entire week. If 
we adjourn until Monday I doubt very 
much if there x-ill be a quorum then, and 
so the question resolves itself into an in- 
quiry whether we shall faithfnlly attend 
to our duties during the six days of the 
week or seok to shirk them altogether. 

Sow, sir, the members who come from 
the western part of the State do not u-ant 
to make these weekly visits to their 

homes. They have come here to attend 
to the business of the Convention, and 
they are willing to devote the six days of 
the week to its performance. They are 
well aware that there is six months’ work 
before them, even if it can be attended to 
in that time, and they are beginning to 
fear, if these adjournments are so con- 
stant, that there will be no limit t.o its 
continuance. 1 call on the members of’ 
the Convention to have some consider;t- 
tion for almost half of their associates who 
cannot return to their homes during these 
adjournments, and will be compelled to 
remain in idleness in order that others 
may be accommodated. We certaiqly 
deserve some consideration at the hantlr 
of the Convention, for we are willing to 
remain here and perform our part of its 
work. It was said in Harrisburg that it 
we adjourned to meet in this city the 
members of the Convention from Phil:k- 
delphia would have a better opportunity 
of attending to their own private business 
instead of the work of the Convention. 
and 1 now call upon them to show t,y 
their votes that this assertion in relation 
to them was a wrong one, and that thcv 
are here to attend to the duties of the 
(lonvention as w-e11 as the rest of us. 

1\h. ALRICKS. Mr. I’rcsident : I witi)- 
draw my amendment to the amendment. 

The question being taken on the amcxrtl- 
lnent of Mr. Armstrong, the yeas ant1 
nays were required by Mr. Carter and Mr. 
Lilly, and were as follo\v, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Addicks. Ainey, Alricks, Arm- 
strong, Baer, Baker, Bannan, Barclay, 
Bardsley, Bartholomew, Biddle, Black, 
Charles A., Boyd, Pxodhcad, Broomall. 
Brown, Buckalew, Campbell, Carey, (‘AS- 
sidy, Clark, Corson, Curry, Curtin, Cnp- 
lcr, Davis, Dimmick, Ellis, Fell, Fonck, 
Gibson, Gilpin, Hanna, Hemphill, Hnn- 
sicker, Kaine, Knight, Lamberton, Lilly, 
Long, M’Camant, M’Clean, M’Murray, 
MacVeagh, Metzger, Minor, RIott, Par- 
sons, Pughe, Read, John R., Reynolds, 
James I,., Re.ynolds, 8. H., Ross, Russell, 
Simpson, Snxth, Henry W., Stanton, Van 
Reed, Wetherill, J. M., White, David K., 
White, Harry, Woodwxrd and Worrell- 
64. 

SAYS. 

Messrs. nchenhach, Andrew-s, Bnlly, 
(Perry,) Beebe, Bowman, Carter, Church, 
Cochran, Collins, Corbett, Craig, Dallas, 
Darlington, De France, Dodd, Dunning: 
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Elliott,dEwing, Guthrie, Hay, Hazzard, 
Hopkins, Horton, Howard, Landis, Lsw- 
rence, Littleton, M’Allister, M’Connell, 
Mann, Mantor, Newlin, Nil&s, Patterson, 
D. W., Patterson, T. H. B., Patton, Purman, 
Purviance, Samuel A., Reed, Andrew, 
Rooke, Smith, W. H., Temple, Turrell, 
Walker, Wetherill, John Price, Wherry, 
White, J. W. F., Wright and Meredith- 
President--49. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Ansmm APFD NOT VOTINCL- Me&s. 
Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Black, J. S., Cron- 
miller, Edwards, Finney, Fulton, Gowen, 
Harvey, Heverin, Lear, M’Cullooh, Pal- 
mer, G. W., Palmer, H. W., Porter, Pur- 
viance, Jno. N., Runk, Sharpe, Simpson, 
Stewart and Struthers-20. 

The hour of two having arrived, the 
President declared the Convention ad- 
journed till to-morrow at twelveo’clock M. 
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TWENTTETH DAY. 

SATURDAY, January 18, 1873. 

The PRESIDENT took his seat at twelve 
o’clock M. 

The PRESIDENT. !l‘bere does not appear 
to be a quorum present. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. President : I move a 
call of the Convention. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is informed 
(by the Clerk that the State House clock, 
by which no doubt many of the members 

; are guided, is slower than the Convcn- 
j ~lon clock, and he is under the impression 
I that more members will soon be here. 

Mr. MANN. I move that a call of the 
(‘envention be now made. 

The PILEYIDENT. The motion cannot 
be received. The meeting of the Con- 
vention has not been announced. The 
Clerk will call the roll of members, in or- 
order to ascertain whether there is a quo- 
rum present. 

The CHIEF CLERK proceeded with the 
call of the roll, which resulted as follows : 

PRESENT--Messrs. Achenbach, Addicks, 
hlricks, Andrews, Baer, Baily, (Perry,) 
Baker, Barclay, Bartholomew, Beebe, 
Black, J. S.,, Bowman, Boyd, Buckalew, 
Campbell, Carter, Church, Collins, Cor- 
bett, Craig, Curry, Curtin, Davis, De 
France, Dimmiok, Dodd, Dunning, Ed- 
wards, Elliott, Ellis, Ewing, Fell, Gibson, 
Guthrie, Hay, Hazzard, Hopkins, Horton, 
Knight, Landis, Lawrence, Littleton, 
M’Allister, M’Clean, MacConnell, M’- 
Murray, Mann, Mantor, Minor, Mott, 
Newlin, Niles, Patton, Purman, Purvi- 
ante, Samuel A., Read, John R., Reed, 
Andrew, Reynolds, James L., Smith, 
Henry W., Smith, W. H., Stanton, Tur- 
rell, Walker, Wetherill, John Price, 
Wherry, White, Harry, White, J. W. F., 
Woodward, Worrell, Wright and Mere- 
dith, President-71. 

The PRESIDENT. There is a quorum of 
the Convention present. 

PRAYER. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. James W,. 
Curry, as f6llows : 

We acknowledge Thee, 0, God, the 
giver of every good and perfect gin, we 

acknowledge that Thou art infinite 11p 
wisdom and power. This morning may 
it please Thee to impart unto us that wis- 
dom which Thou seest we need, to pre- 
pare us for the duties of life. We ask 
Thy blessing tore& upon this Convention. 
Do Thou be with us through all coming 
time ; and may the words of our mouths, 
and the meditation of our hearts be ac-’ 
oeptableinThysight, 0, Lord, ourstrength 
and our Redeemer. 

JOURNBL. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings 

wzzs read and approved. 

COMPULSORYEDUCATION. 

A communication was read from the 
Board of Public Charitios of the Corn- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania, through its 
president, Georgo L. Harrison, transmit- 
ting a paper on compulsory education in 
its relation to crime and pauperism, 
which was referred to the Committee on 
Education. 

ADJOURNiXENT. 
Mr. HOPKINS offered the following 

resolution, which was read : 
CL Resolved, Thst this Convention will 

adjourn sine dze on Thursday the twenty- 
seventh day of March.” 

The question being, shall the Conven- 
tion proceed to the second reading and 
consideration of the resolution, it was not 
agreed to. 

LEAVES OB ABSENCE. 

Mr. J. W. F. WHITE asked leave of ab- 
sence for Mr. D. N. White for a few days 

from to-day, which was granted. 
Mr. BOWMAN asked leave of absence 

for Mr. Brown for a few days, which was 
granted. 

Mr. S. A. PURVIANCE asked leave of 
absence for Mr. Clark for a few days, 
which was granted. 

Mr. CURRY asked leave of absence for 
a few days for Mr. Russell, on account of 
sickness, which was granted. 

Mr. CORBETT asked leave of absence 
for a few days for Mr. S. H. Reynolds, 
which was granted. 
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1NTOXICATING LIQUORS. 

Mr. HORTON asked and obtained unan& 
mous consent to pr69ent a petition of the 
citizens of Wyoming county, Pennsyl- 
vania, maying that an amendment be 
>nade to the C*n&itution prohibiting the 
sale of intoxicating liquors as a beverage, 
which wars referred to the Chnmittee on 
Legislat~n. 

RESTRECTIONS ON LEAvES OF ARSENCE. 

Mr. OBESE offered the following resolu- 
Ition, which was read : 

Resobed, That it is the sense of this 
Convention that no delegate be here&er 
granted leave of absence without reasons 
given therefor, and that the roll shall ‘be 
called daily at the openingof each session, 
and that the names of all abentees with- 
uut leave be entered upon the Journal. 

ll’he qraestion being, shall the Conven- 
tion proceed to the second reading and 
consideration of the resolution, it was 
agreed to. 

So the resolution WWLES again read, 
Mr. WOODWARD. I submitted, at Har- 

risburg, a proposition to amend our rules, 
‘by requring the roll to be called every 
morning after the reading of the Journal, 
and have the absentees noted and pub- 
lished in two papers. That motion, which 
involved an additional rule, was laid upon 
the table, and has lainupon the table ever 
since. 

The latter part of the resolution now 
nffered contemplates the same purpose 
‘that was contemplated in my proposition. 
‘dt occurs to me that if we are going to con- 
sider the Subject, it would be more proper 
to consider it as a proposition for a new 
rule. Therefore i move to amend the 
resolution, by striking out so much of it 
as relates to thecalling of the roll, and to 
substitute the language of my proposed 
sule. 

Mr. BEEBE. 1 accept the amendment. 
The PRESIBENT. The Chair will state 

Ithat the proposition now spoken of is for 
a new rule oI the Convention. The propo- 
sition originally made is for an expression 
of the sense of ihe Convention that such a 
thing shall be done. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Would it not be bet- 
ter to have it incorporated in the rules? 
r believe myself it is of great consequence 
‘to have the roll called every morning. 1 
‘think it would lead to more panctual at- 
‘tendence of gentlemen. At any rate it 
would inform the constituents of mem- 
bers to this Convention who it is that is 
rab~ent, by the publication of the names. 

Mr. BARCLAY moved to amend, by stri- 
king out all after the word “resolved,” 
and inserting the followi~: 

“That hereafter no more than twelve 
haves of absence shall be had at any one 
tim+ unless obtained by the unanimous 
consent of the Convention.” 

Mr. LITZLETON. I rise to ask whether 
this does not establish a new rule for the 
Canvention, and thenebre, under onr 
rules, it ought to lie over at least one day? 

The PRE,YIBENT. The Chair does not 
,perceive how t,he proposition establishes 
a new rule of the Convention. 

Mr. LITTI~ETON. It establishes a new 
rule for leaves of absence. 

The PRESIDENT. Tb which rule does 
tire gentleman refer 7 

Mr. LITPLETON. The twenty-first-the 
latter part-which ays : 

“ Every rasolution to alter the rules of 
this Cmvention shall lie on the ta.blo one 
day.” 

I understood tbc Chair to decide the 
other day, that when a proposition was 
made to create a new rub it had to lie 
over for one day. 

The PRESIDENT. Certainly. But the 
Chair desires to know what new rule this 
resolution proposes tc create, or what rule 
it interferes with? 

Mr. LI~~TLRPoN. I call for the reading 
of the resolution and the amendment. 

The CLERK read as follows: 
rPesol%r& That it is the sense of this 

Convention that nG delegate shall be here- 
after granted leave of absence without. 
reasons given thecefor. 

The amendrrient strikes out all after 
the word 9esolved,” and inserts the fol- 
Eowing : 

“That hereafter no more than twelve 
leaves of absence shall be had at any one 
time, unless obtained by the unanimous 
consent of the Convention.” 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is of the 
opinion ‘that this difficulty can be avoided 
by declaring Some proposition to be the 
sense of the Convention without inter- 
fering in any way with the rules, and 
therefore without coming withinthe rulea 
that shall it lie one day on the table. There- 
fore, if this amendment is intended to be 
inserted after the words “the sense d 
this Convention,” it is inorder ; otherwIse 
it is Irot, 

Mr. BARCLAY. I move, then, to insert 
the amendment after the words “sense Gf 
the Convention.” 

Mr. BOYD. 1 mGve to lay the whole 

subject on the table. 



?.@I'. D.4RLINGTON. 1 move to ~XX3t~Kmr: 

the whole subject indefinitely. 
The PRIGYIDENT. The motiun to post- 

pure indefinitely is not in order- The 
question is on the motion to lay the sub- 
jest on the table, 

The question being taken, a division 
ww called and the motion not agreed to. 
\ yes, thirty-four ; noes, thirty-four. 

;vlr. DARLINWWN. Ia it now in order, 
Mr. President, tc move to indefinitely 
postpone the subject ? 

The PRESIDEWT. Cerlainly. 

Mr. DARLINGTON. I then make that 
motion. 

Mr. BEEBE. I trust the motion will 
not prevail, and. that the Con,vention is 
not willing thereby to shirk the respont~i- 

biiity of having it known whether they 
are attending to their duties or not. As 
tar as my inform&ion goes, thereare some 
of the members of the Convention who 
are making their offices here a mere sino- 
core, or at least secondary to their private 
business. I simply offered this resolution 
biris morning for the purpose of testing 
the sense of the Convention as to the in- 
tent and purpose ot its members in dis- 
charging their duties, 

Mr. DARLISQTON. It strikes me, 1Mr. 

President, that this whole question as to 
whether we shall ahsent ourselves or not, 
provided there be enough members left 
t,o transact the business of the Conren- 
tion, is a question resting solely with our 
members. If members choose to neglcrt 
the dutiesfor which thc.y are placed here, 
it is a matter concerning their own per- 
sonal honor and integritf, and no one 
&e’s If enough members remain to 
transact the business of the Convention, 
and I choose to absent myself for a few 
days, it is a matter that concerns myself 
and my constituents alone. If the con- 
tingency should arise of there being less 
tltnn a quorum of members present at any 
one of our sessions, we have an ample 
remedy by a call of the House. I think 
that no good can be accomplished by in- 
terfering with those gentlemen, living in 
this city or in its immediate vicinity, who 
choose to attend to their own private busi- 
ness instead of coming here. If measures 
are disposed of in their ahsoncte in whioh 
t&y or their const.ituents are interested, 
it will not be the fault of the Convention. 
1 ibink, therefore, we had better not. adopl 

any such resolution, but dispijse of the 
w:roie subject at once. 

Mr. &fANN. Mr. President : I hope this 
rna.tter will not be postponed for the rea- 

son given by the gentlcman (MR. Bacb~~ 
who ofliired the original proposition. 
cannot votr for the pending amendmcnl 
and although I do not wish toannoy men) 
hers, but, as stated by the gentleman wh,r 
oflered the resolution, some aotion ough 
to he taken by this Convention in orde 
to fxilit,ate its business. It is very clea 
to my mind that if a call of the Ilouse wa F 
enforced every morning there would b+. 
more of our members present in their seat i 
than is usually the case, and tlrisisa suffi- 
cient mason why it should be made ever: 
day. Beyond this I have no desire tha, 
anything more should be done in regarc! 

to this resolution;. but to postpone it io- 
detinitely wi.11 thus put it out of the Dowel. 
of the Convention to present the proposi 
tion again in any form whatever. I thin&. 
the proper way would be to put the mat, 
ter in a more nn,ceptable shape, if it is in- 
tend& to facilitate the business of the: 
Convention, and this can be accomplisheti 
I),v simply calling t,he roll and noting thrb 
absentees on tho Journal. 

The PRESIDENT.. That yueytion is no. 

now before the Convention. 
>‘tr. a%hNN. I was simply suggesting 

the reason wh,y this question should no). 
be indefinitely postponed, and why sucl~ 
amendment should he made a+s to make 
it an nccceytable subject for the cnnsidcra- 
tion of the Convention. I. do not intono 
to discuss it hcyond that. I was simply 
saying that to postpone it indoflnitely is 
to put it nut of our power to prescnb the 
n+olution iu a better form. 

'I'~~FR~IDII:~T. The Chairwould state 
to the gentleman that the only .subject be. 
fore the Gmvention is upon the question 
a< to its some rolativc to the number of 
leaves of absence hereafter to be granted. 

Mr. WoouwaerP. I will inforni thcgcn- 
tlemnn <Mr. Mann) that if the preseul 
subject is indefinitely postponed I will 
then move to take up the resolution I 
submitted at Harrisburg, providing for a 
new rule for the Convention. 

On the question to indefinitely postpone 
the consider&ion of the resolution, 

The yeas and nays were required by 
Mr. I3&holomow and Mr. Carter, and 
were as follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. A.ddicks, Alricks, Rartl~olomew, 
Dlack, J. S., Boy& Bucknlew, Craig, 
Curry, Curtin, Cuyler, Dallas, Darling- 
ton, Davis, Dimmick, Dunning, Hlliott, 
Hllis, Fell, Gibson, Hopkins, Littleton, 
Newhn, Niles,,Patton, Purman,Reynold~h. 

. 
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James E., Smith, Henry W., Smith, W. 
H.9 Temple, Turrell, White, Harry, 
White, J. W. F., Waodward and Worrell 
-34. 

NAY,S. 

Mmsrs. AchenbaCh, Andrew+ Baer, 
Baily, (Perry,) Baker, Barolay, Beebi; 
Bowman, Campbell, Carter, Church, Col- 
‘tins, Corbett, De France, Dodd, Edwards, 
Ewing, Guthde, Hay, Hazzard, Horton, 
How-ard, Knight, Landis, Lawrence, M’- 
.Allister, M’Clean, MacConnell, M’Mur- 
ray, Mann, Mantor, Minor, Purriance, 
Silmuel A., Read, John R., Reed, An- 
drew, Stanton, Walker, Wetherill, John 
Price, Wherry, Wright and Meredith, 
Presideat-41. 

So the motion was not agreed tn 
ASSEX‘T AND NOT vorrrro.-Messrs. Ai- 

aey, Armstrong, Bailey, @untingdon,) 
Barman, Bardsley, Biddle, Black, (‘harles 
.A., Brodhead, Broomall, Brown, Carey, 
Cassidy, Clark, Cochran, Carson, Cron- 
miller, Finney, Fulton, Funck, Gilpin, 
Gowen, Hall, Hanna, Harvey, Hemphill, 
Heverin, Hunsicker, Icaine, Lamberton, 
Lear, Lilly, Long, M’Camant, M’Culloch, 
MacVeagh, Metzgcr, Mott, Palmer, G. W., 
Palmer, H. W., Parsons, Patterson, D. W., 
Patterson, ‘I’. H. B., Porter, Pughe, Pur- 
-viance, John N., Reynolds, S. H., Rooke, 
Ross, Runk, Russell, Sharpe, Simpson., 
smith, H. G., Stewart, Struthers, Van 
Reed, Wetherill J. M. aud White David 
N.-58. 

Mr. Marx Mr. President: 1 merely 
desire to make a suggestion to the mover 
of this resolution, that if he will with- 
draw it without Judge Woodward mak-- 
ing a motion, it will relieve the Coiiven- 
*ion of all difhculty in shaping this mat- 
Ser. I merely make this suggestion. 

The PXESIU~N~ The resolution can- 
not be withdrawn except by unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. Bnunn. Mr. President: I will 
withdraw the resolution. inasmuob as it 
has become complicated. 

Unanimous consent wils given, and the 
resolution was withdrawn. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. President: I 
now move that the Convention proceed to 
the consideration of the additional rule 
which I submitted at ‘Harrisburg. 

The PRESIDENT. That is not in order 
now. The House has not yet come to the 
second reading of resolutions. 

Mr. J. W. F. WHTTE. Mr. President : 
Mr. Onslow, the Sergeant-at-Arms of this 
convention, wascalledhomesuddenlylast 

eveniug after the Convention adjourned. 
He requested me to ask leave of absence 
for him until next Wednesday morni:rp. 

Leave was graded. 

SPRING BLIETION OF JUDGES. 

Mr. GIBSON offered the following reso- 
lution, which was referred to the Commit 
tee on the Judiciary : 

Resolved, That in cast the Committet~ 
on the Judiciary report in favor of the 
election of judges by the people, and the 
same is approved by this Convention, the 
said election of judges shall be held at 
the time of holding the spring election, 
a,nd not on the day of the geueral election. 

Mr. Cnunou. Mr. President: I ofier 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee onPrint 
ing bo instructed to report to this Convcn- 
tion the contract made with Mr. Singerly, 
and whether any and if so what means 
can be taken to compel a compliance with 
iuc:h coutraet on the part of the contrautor. 
and in the over&of a non-eompliauce with 
such contract the Same be declared ro- 
scindcd. 

Mr. NEWlAN. Mr. President: I desire 
to state, for the information of the Con- 
vention, that the committee made a con- 
tract with Mr. Singerlg in pursromce of 
the order of the Convention, or rathnr a8 
the Convention understood that order. 
Aftor that was done the Convention passed 
another wder, by which they altered, ma- 
terially, the mode of executing the print- 
ing. They ordered it to be done in leaded 
minion instead of in solid hrevier as first 
directed. At the time that order WITS 
made I called the attention of the Con- 
reution to the fact that it might give rise 
to some trouble in regard to this contract 
that had previously been made, and that 
it would also be considerably more espon- 
sive to have the priuting done in that 
manner. 

But I do not propose to say nnytlxip 
in regard to that at this tiuae. I simply 
wish to inform the Convention that afttor 
the second order was made by the Con- 
vcntion, fixing leaded minion as the kind 
of type to be used, and fixingalsothe num- 
ber of copies to be printed, the committee 
made a new contract, or rather agreed 
upon a form of a contract to be madewith 
the State Printer or with Mr. Singerly. 
Mr. Singerly was then absent from Phila- 
delphia. That contract was sent to himat 
Harrisburg but it was not sent ;rntil yes- 



terday, because ‘the committee did not 
know until then that Mr. Singerly would 
be away. It was sent to him yesterday 
morning and I have since teleglapbed 
him to return it immediately. I will fur- 
ther state that that contract contaim+ this 
provision : That if the Convention should 
become dissatisfied with the mode in 
which its printing was exeontod, that it 
reserves to itself tbepower to ei ther order 
the printingat the expenseof JZr. Singedy 
or to annul the contract. 

Mr. C&WH. Mr. President : The ex- 
planation of the chairman’ of the Com- 
mittee on Printing is certainly s&%&o- 
tory. I otTered that resolution for the 
purpose of obtaining some information, 
It is very evident to my mindand 1 think 
evident to the mind of everybcdy, that 
there has been no oznplisnee on the part 
of Mr. Singedy with any of the re~olu- 
tions which wore adopted by this Con- 
vention. In a paper book which he is 
printing, purporting to be a .lournal of the 
proceedings of this body, he has under- 
t&ken to publish, as a part of that 3ourna1, 
the whole Con4tution of the State and 
the publication of the Coverncq. and a 
nnmbor of other matters which are no 
part of the .lournal. At thisrate of speed, 
we shall not get any part of the proceed+ 
ings in Philadelphia printed until after 
we adjourn next summer, 

It cannot but be evident to the’ mind of 
any one that there has been no eompli- 
anoe, on the part of the State Printer, with 
the resolutions of this Convention, and~l 
may add further, that I fettr there has 
been no serious effort to comply with 
them. It is physically impossible fortbe 
printer to print the debates of the Con- 
vention at Harrisburg and hay them in 
printod form on the desks of tbemembers 
the next morning after they take place. 

If the contract, which the chairman of 
the Committee on Printing states hasi 
been sent to the State Printer, be signed 
and laid before the Convention next WonI 
day, I do not know bti thnt it wiIE be 
satisfactory to the Convention, and I do 
not know but I will have obtained every- 
thing which I expected to obtain by 
&e&g the resolution. 

The PRESIDEXT. The Chair wiII state 
that the Constitution was printed as pqrt 
of the Journal, by order of the Conven- 
tion. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President : I desire 
to state that the Committee on Printing 
expects to be able to report the new oon- 
tmct with Mr. Singedy by Monday, and 

I will take occasion further to suggest to+ 
gentlemen of the Convention a simple 
matter of detail in regard to their file%* 
My attention has beon calIed by the offi- 
cers of the Convention to the fact that a 
number of the members of the Conven- 
tion either lock uptheirfiles or-take them 
away. It is impcssibls that a fresh file 
shall be put on the desksevery morning, 
unless members leave their files where 
the 06icers of the Convention can hare 
amess to them. 

Mr. HARRY Wmn= Mr. President : I 
desire to merely state, in ~coubrmat%m of 
what the chairman of the Committee on 
Printing has said, that I had a Fnyersa- 
tion with the State Printer cm thisaub- 
ject, and I know, thrm statements made 
to me by that officer, that hc is mking an 
industrious effort to 0bIiga the Conven- 
tion by a speedy executitm ofbiscontmct- 
firthermore, I will state, fortheinforma- 
tidn of the Cbnventiou, that the State 
Printer has adopted a system 0% printing 
the propositions submitted in the Con- 
vention in regular order, commencing 
with number one, and so earxying them 
up. He has thus‘adopted but one file, 
changing the original idea of making 
separate files ofthe diff~ent propositions; 
submitted to the respective committees, 
and thisdPangwbasoccasionedsomelittle 
delay. 

In view of the statement which has 
been made by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Printing, and the propriety of 
some notice to the State Printer on this 
subject,, I move that this retiution be 
postponed for the present. 

The motion was agreed to. 

CAI?lTAL ‘BP INBUBANUE COMPAXIES. 

Mr. M’MURRLY offered the folIowing 
resolution, which was referred to the 
Committee on Private Corporations, &c. 

ResoBred, That the Committee on Pri- 
vate Corporations, dx., be instructed to 
inquire into the propriety of sc amending 
the Constitution that no fire insurance 
company shall be incorporated in this 
State with less than three hundred thou- 
sand dollars, bopm J&z&e paid up capital, 
QmutuaF companies excepted,) nor shall! 
any foreign fire insurance company be 
admitted to ti business in this State, 
unless it shall have at least five hundred 
thousand dollars bono-R& cash assets. 

FUBNI8HINQ TES DEBATES TO COURTS. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President-: I. off& 
the, fotiwing resolution L 

I . 



Re,yoZwed, That the Clerk be instructed ingly desirable that each member of t.he 
to furnish one copy of the Debates of the Convention should have more than one 
Convention, in sheets, to each judge of the copy, in order that he may be able to dig 
Supreme Court, to each law judge of the tribute them to s&h of his constituents 
respective courts of common pleas, and as desire to &e kept informed upon the 
to each judge of the respective district 
courts of the Commonwealth. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President: I will 
&ate with regard to this resol&ion that, 
according to th‘e orders of the Convezition 
as they now stand, each member receive8 
each day only one copy of the Debates, 
which, of course, he will require for his 
own use. Several judges have, through 
various merubers, requeflted to be fur- 
nished with a copy of the Debates, and lt 
seems to me, inasmuch as we have di- 
rgcted the Glee to furnish a copy to the 
Governor &d to the heads of depart- 
ments, and also to members of the Legis- 
lature, that it is eminently proper that 
this-courtesy should be shown to the 
judges of the respective courts. 

I would also say that the whole number 
of copies required by this retilution will 
not exceed sixty, and I trust the Conven- 
tion will adopt this resothtion. 

Mr. DALLAS. Mr. President : I can see 
no objection whatever to the resolution 
offered by the gentleman from Philadel- 
phia, (M;. Newiin,) except that this Con- 
vention, which should have important 
businest before it, it seems to me, is spend- 
ing entirely too much time in the con- 
sideration of questions of this chars&r, 
which are continually coming before the 
Convention. Every day some new olass 
of people; equally entitled to the consid- 
eration of this Convention, will, through 
s0m8 delegate on this floor, make a simi- 
lar application. For this reason I now 
move to amend, by requesting the Print- 
ing Committee to consider and report 
what persons, if any, other than delegates, 
should receive the Debates of the Con- 
vention. 

Mr. NEWLIN. I will accept the amend- 
ment as a modification of my resolution. 

Mr. HAY. Mr. President: It seemed 
to me, when the Committee on Printing 
made their report, giving but one copy of 
the Debates, daily, to each member of 
this Convention, that they had not re- 
ported enough to answer the necessary 
purposes. They seemed to contemplate 
that when they had reported in favor of 
furnishing each’newspaper in the State 
with a copy of the daily Debates, that 
there was no further necessity for the 
members having more than one copy. It 
must be apparentto all that it is exceed- 

subjects before the Convention. The full 
reports, it seems to me, should be diw 
tributed throughout the different coun- 
ties of the S$ate, and I hope the Commit- 
U&onPrinting, iftheyre-oonsiderthissub- 
ject, will report in favor of the distribu- 
tion to each member of an additional 
number of copies. 

The qhestion being upoh the resolution 
of Mr. Newlin, as modified by Mr. Dallas, 
it was agreed to. 

* 
EAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. B~~~~offered the following resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved, That it is the, sense of this 
Copventlon that no application for leave 
of absence shall be made without reason 
given therefor. 

Mr. STANTON. I move to lay the resod 
lution on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. ’ 

ROLL CALL. 

Mr. MANN dffered the following resolu- 
tion, which was twice read : 

Resolved, That it is the sensed this Con- 
vention that the roll shall be called each 
morning before the Journal is read. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. President : I hope ’ 
that resolution will not be adopted. I oall 
the attention of the Convention to the fact 
that I offered, at Harrisburg, a rule upon 
this subject, whichcontemplated the same 
object which the resolution has in view, 
with a very important addition, namely : 
The publication of the names of absen- 
tees in two daily papers. 

‘Now, sir, I wish to get that ,rule before 
the Conventton. I understand the Chair 
has ruled it out of order for the present, 
but I suppose it will bd in order for me to 
m,ove that the Convention take up and con- 
sider that rule after we have got through 
with the resolutions, if w8 ever do get 
through with them. I hope the aubjeet 
will not be embarrassed by such a resolu- 
tion as the one which is now offered. 

I move to lay the reSolution upon the 
table. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BUCKALEW. Mr. President: If it 

is in order, I move that we proceed to the 
further consideration of the resolution 
which was pending at the time the Con- 
vention adjourned yesterday. 
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The PRBIDENT. It is not at present in 
order. The order of the second reading 
of resolutions has not yet been reached. 

Mr. WOODWARD. In the “order of busi- 

ness” there is no time fixe& for consider- 
ing new rules. When will it be in order 
for me to move to take up that additional 
rule ? 

The PRESIDENT. Itwill be inorderiu 

a very few minutes, if there are no more 
original resolutions. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

51r. DUNNING. I desire to ask !eave of 
absence, at this time, for Mr. Mott for a 
few days. 

Leave was grantod. 

&TEES. REPORTS OF STANDINGi COMl 

The PRESIDENT. Reports of standing 

committees are now in order. 

PAY OF OFFICERS AND EXPLOYEES. 

Mr. HAY. Mr. President: I am in- 
structed by the Committee on Accounts 
and Expenditures of the Convention to 
make the following report : 

The CLERK read as follows : 
The Committee on Accqunts and Ex- 

penditures of the Convention respectfully 
report : 

That it has had under consideration the 
resolution, adopted by the Convention on 
the sixteenth of *January, directing to be 
reported a resolution for the payment of 
such proportion of the pay of clerks and 
o&lcers of the Convention as the commit- 
tee might deem proper; and that, in its 
opinion, it would be proper at this time 
to pay the clerks and other officers twenty 
per cent. of the compensation fixed by the 
Convention. 

The committee further reports that, for 
the proper keeping and protection of the 
hall and property used by the Conven- 
tion, it is necessary that a number of per- 
sens shall be employed, whose services 
shall be paid for at least weekly, and that 
for their payment, and for the payment 
of other necessary contingent expenses 
of taking care of the hall and property, 
and for the payment of subordinate em- 
ployees of the Convention, it seems neoes- 
sary that there should be placed in the 
hands of some proper person a moderate 
sum of money, to be disbursed as occasion 
may require; and that, in the opinion of 
the committee, no other channel of dis- 
bursement for these pqrposes is so appro- 
priate as the House Committee of the Con- 
vention, which has the supervision of the 

matters referred to. Unless some such 
action as this is taken numerous petty 
warrants will have to be drawn, by which 
the labors of the committee and of the 
President and Clerk of the Convention 
will be unnecessarily increased. 

Your committee therefore report the 
following resolutions : 

Resolved, That. warrants be drawn for 
the payment of the Clerks and other offi- 
cers of the Convention, as intimated in the 
above report as proper to be paid to them 
respectively. 

Resolved, That a warrant be drawn for 
the payment to John E. Addicks, chair- 
man of the House Committee, of the sum 
of $1,000, to be expended in the payment 
of persons employed in taking care of the 
hall and property used 6y the Conven- 
tion-the janitors, firemen and pages ap- 
pointed by the Chief Clerk, under the 
authority of the Convention, and the ne- 
cessary contingent expenses of the proper 
care of the hall and property-to be ace- 
counted for, as may be required, to the 
Committee on Accounts. 

The first resolution was read twice and 
agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is upon 
the adoption of the second resolution. 

-Mr. JOSEPH BAILY. Mr. President: 1 
think that every person entrusted with 
the expenditure of public money should 
be under bonds. None of us know how 
many persons are employed here to take 
care of the hall. We propose now to place 
in the hands of one of our colleagues the 
sum of $1,000, and give him a carte blanche 
to expend that money as he wishes. I 
think that it is very wrong to open the 
door for the expenditure of this money. 
I have drawn up a proposition of my own, 
which I will read for the information of 
the Convention : 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this Con- 
vention be required to execute a band in 
favor of the Commonwealth, in the penal 
sum of six thousand dollars, with good 
securities, conditioned upon the faithful 
performance of his duties as Clerk, and 
for the faithful expenditure of any public 
money with whioh he qlay be entrusted, 
by order of the Convention ; and that it 
shall be his duty to pay the employees of 
this Convention such compensation as 
may be ordered by the Convention, his 
accounts to be settled monthly by the 
Committee on Accounts and Expendi- 
tures. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the gentleman 

offer that as an amendment ? 
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Mr. Jos. BAILY. I offer that as an 
amendment to the resolution presented 
by the Committee on Accounts and Ex- 
penditures. In doing this I wish to say 
I have no feeling whatever in the matter, 
except one of propriety for the Common- 
wealth. The gentleman named in the 
resolution of the Committee on Accounts 
is a most honorable and competent gen- 
tleman ; but as a matter of business pro- 
priety we ought to adhere to the rule of 
doing exactly what is correct in a mat- 
ter of this kiud. 

Mr. HAY. It certainly cannot be ex- 

pected, as is contemplated by the terms 
of the amendment to this resolution, that 
this Convention should go into the busi- 
ness of fixing the compensation of the 
persons who are employed to clean this 
hall, and the persons employed to attend 
to the various subordinate duties inciden- 
tal to the proper rare of the building. 
Nor do I think it advisable that the time 
of this Convention should be taken up 
in the discussion of such petty matters. 
To the Committee on Accounts it has 
seemed proper that Borne person should 
be entrusted with a discretionary power 
to employ such persons as may be ne,ces- 
sary to take care of this property, and to 
make the necessary petty purchases that 
may be necessary for the same purpose. 
It has seemed to the same committee that 
no one was more responsible and proper 
to be entrusted with matters of that kind 
than the chairman of the House Commit- 
tee. That committee was appointed to 
supervise and control the employees 
whose compensation it is proposed to cov- 
er by this warrant. If some such resolu- 
tion as this is not adopted, warrants will 
have to be drawn by the hundred weekly 
for the payment of the individuals men- 
tioned, as they must be paid weekly; 
and, besides that, all the purchases which 
it is neoessary to make in the city must 
remain unpaid for a considerable time, 
unless some such plan as this is adopted. 

Mr. TEMPLE. I, for one, am in favor of 
adopting the report of the chairman of the 
Committee on Accounts. The only objec- 
tion I have fo it is this : I am not sure that 
the Convention is advised as to how many 
officers or other employees there are em- 
ployed outside of those elected by the 
Convention. I think there ought to be 
some information furnished to the Con- 
vention as to the number of such employ- 
ees, or of those who are to be paid by the 
chairman of the House Committee-my 
friend Mr. Addicks-if he should have 

that responsibility,placed in his hands. I 
do not think Mr. Addioks would feel like 
assuming the responsibility of paying all 
persons who might come to him for com- 
pensation for services. I have been here 
every day but one of the session, and I 
have not yet became acquainted with the 
facts as to the number of employees actu- 
ally engaged inthe service of this Conven- 
tion. 

I believe that the Chief Clerk was to 
have employed some persons. I think 
that before this matter of the warrant is 
put into shape there ought to be somein- 
formation from the Chief Clerk as to how 
many persons have been so employed, 
and information ought to be had from the 
proper committee as to the number of 
persons employed, either by the Conven- 
tion or anybody for it. In the present 
condition of the matter we cannot tell 
but what the whole thousand dollars 
called for may be consumed in perhaps a 
week or two. 

In this connection I will state that so 
far as leaving the disposition of the money 
to the Chief Clerk or to the chairman of 
the Committee on House, I have no 
doubt that it will be well taken care of in 
either case, andIwould just as soon leave 
it in the hands of the Chief Clerk without 
a bond as in those of Mr. Addicks without 
a bond. With or without a bond in either 
case the money will be all right, but we 
ought to have some definite information 
as to the numb’er of people who are em- 
ployed. 

I therefore move that the matter be 
postponed until the information of which 
I speak is submitted to the Convention. 

The question being upon the postpone- 
ment of the resolution, it was not agreed 
to. 

Mr. HAY. I think it is entirely proper 
that the matter should be entrusted to 
the chairman of the House Committee. 
I desire to say here that before the Com- 
mittee on Accounts came to the conclusion 
to recommend the placing of this matter 
in the hands of the chairman of Lhe 
House Committee, they had an interview 
with that gentleman, in which he express- 
ed the greatest reluctance to assume so 
grave a responsibility, but the Commit- 
tee on Accounts thought. that under all 
the circumstances it was the proper course 
for them to recommend. The chairtnan 
of the House Committee (Mr. Addicks) 
was a gentleman who, on behalf of the 
city of Philadelphia, had had the main 
responsibility of preparing this hall for 
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the reception and accommodation of this 
Convention, and the exceedingly efficient 
manner in which his dutiesin that capaci- 
ty have been discharged is well known to 
every member of this body. As chair- 
man of the House Committee of this Con- 
vention he has had the principle charge of 
the employees and subordinates whom 
the report and resolution, submitted by 
the Committee on Accounts, are intended 
to cover. 

With regard to the number of em- 
ployees in the service of the Convention, 
that number, so far as the Convention, 
directly, is concerned, was fixed by itself. 
Of course the Convention has not gone 
into a detailed analysis of the question of 
how many persons are needed to sweep 
out this hall and attend to the cleanliness 
of the committee rooms; nor do I sup- 
pose the members desire to do so. 

Mr. ADDICKS. Mr. President: I desire 
to make a few remarks on this subject, in 
addition to what the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Accounts has stated. When 
the idea was first suggested that I should 
take charge of this matter I explained 
that I felt exceedingly reluctant about it ; 
and it was only after seeing that the Com- 
mittee on Accounts were very desirous 
that I should take charge of it that I oon- 
sented, subject to the wishes of the Con- 
vention to do so. 

As to the number of employees who are 
employed here outside of those duly 
elected by the Convention, it has been 
the intention of the House Committee to 
make out and submit to the Convention a 
list of those actually engaged in the ser- 
vice of this body ; but, unfortunately, we 
cannot get at any data as to how many 
Persons the Convention authorized to be 
employed, for the reason that all the reso- 
lutions, reports and Journals are in the 
hands of the printer ; so that the informa- 
tion on that subject must await the arrival 
of the printer’s work. When the House 
Committee is placed in possession of the 
result of the printer’s iabors, areport will 
be submitted to the Convention embody- 
ing all information on this sub.ject. 

Mr. TEMPLE. I desire to ask the chair- 
man of the Committee on Accounts 
whether he is now ready to state the 
number of persons employed, either un- 
der the direct order of the Convention or 
under the supervision of the Chief Clerk. 
If not able to make this report just now, 
I would like to know when the Conven- 
tion may expect it. I do not think we 
can intelligently vote to place this matter 

in the hands of any individual until we 
know how many persons are employed 
in and about this building, and what 
compensation they are to receive. We 
do not know how many firemen have 
been appointed, nor how many of an> 
other persous there are. I do not think 
my frieud Mr. Addicks would want to 
take that responsibility without some 
definite information as to the particulars 
of which I speak, and he has told the 
Convention that he cannot ascertain the 
particulars until the priming is brought 
in. I do not., of course, in these remarks 
desire, in auy manner, to impute anything 
improper to anybody. I believe everp- 
thing is working along nicely, and as it 
ought to do: but we certainly ought to 
know how many persons there are em- 
ployed bp this body. When that infor- 
mation is had we can vote to place the 
matter under consideration in the hands 
either of Mr. Addicks or the Chief Clerk, 
as may be desired. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President: In view 
of the great length of time which the Con- 
vention takes to discuss very trivial mat- 
ters pertaining to the duties of the Print- 
ing Committee and the Committee on A& 
counts, I would suggest that perhaps it 
would be well to dispense with these com- 
mittoes, and when anything comes up 
relating to the matters which these com- 
mittees now attend to let the Convention 
resolve itself into committee of the whole 
and consider it. 

Mr. J.PHICE WETBERILL. I know no 
better reason going to show the impropri- 
ety of the movement contemplated by the 
report of the Commrttee on Accounts than 
that given by the chairman of the House 
Committee himself (Mr. Addicks.) He 
is fully alive tn the disagreeable nature of 
the duty whioh the Committee on Ac- 
counts would put upon him. It seems to 
me to bo very unfair, perhaps unkind,-for 
this Convention to impose any such duty 
upon a member of this body. Just think 
of our drawing a warrant for ‘$1,000, plac*- 
ing it in the hands of one of our own 
members, who is expected to pay it out 
in small, very small, sums, and to take 
receipts and vouchers for these pet,ty 
amounts, and present himself regularly 
before the Committee on Accounts for its 
approval of these vouchers and of his con- 
duet. It is asking entirely too much of a 
fellow-member that he will do all these 
things. 

It seems to me, sir, that the Clerk is 
the proper person to attend to such duties, 



and that he should attend to it, and not a 
member of this body. We can demand 
of him a bond, and demand of him the 
proper vouchers, and hold him in every 
way responsible for the performance of 
the work. I doubt very much whether it 
is at all proper for anybody but the Clerk 
of the Convention to attend to such de- 
tails of duty as this resolution and report 
treat of. That being the case, I deem it 
unfair, to say the least, that we should 
saddle any member of our own body with 
the duties of a Clerk of this Convention. 

Mr. HAY. It is entirely immaterial to 
the Committee on socounts in whose 
hands the work is placed, provided it be 
placed in some responsible hands. Their 
only anxiety is to have some person in 
charge of it who will well attend to it. 

&~.HARRYWHITE. Mr. President: I 
wish to make merely a remark or two on 
this matter. I do not conceive it to be all 
that is comprehended in this matter that 
the money should be merely disbursed, 
but that it be disbursed carefully and 
properly. With regard to the inquiry 
coming from one gentleman as to how 
in~ny persons have been employed by 
the Chief Clerk, I would say for him that 
the Clerk has appointed nobody except 
those whom he had authority to appoint. 
Hz appointed a fireman, as he was au- 
thorized to do; and a janitor, which he 
was authorized to do; and some pages, 
which he was. authorized to employ by 
resolution of the Convention; nothing 
further. 

While I am up I will say that I entirely 
agree with the remarks of the gentleman 
from Philadelphia, (Mr. Wetherill,) and 
that I have the fullest confidence in the 
integrity and competency of the Chief 
Clerk, as of ocurse, I have also in the 
chairman of the House Committee. 

It is the custom of all deliberative 
bodies of this kind to appoint a disbursing 
officer, to whom they can look for the per- 
formance of this duty, and hold responsi- 
ble if he should prove derelict in the dis- 
charge of the same. The resolution of the 
gentleman from Perry (Mr. Joseph Baily) 
embraces the idea of requiring the Clerk 
of the Convention to execute a bond, 
which is to be approved by the Commit- 
tee on Accounts, and the funds that come 
into his hands are to be disposed of in ac- 
cordance with the terms of the bond, and 
under his oath, and an acccount rendered 
to this committee, who are to report 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 283 

the regular business way in which to 
transact this matter. 

Mr. JOSEPH BAILY. 1 named $6,000 in 
the resolution as the amount ofthe penalty, 
having been under the impression that 
the Clerk would not be entrusted with 
more than two or three thousand dollars, 
for disbursement, at any one time, but 
this amount can be increased if the Con- 
vention deems it necessary: 

The question being taken on the amend- 
ment, it was agreed to. 

The question recurring on the adoption 
of the resolution, as amended, it was 
agreed to. 

MINORITY REPORT OF TIIE COMMITTEE 

odv TIIE LEGISLATURE. 

Mr. NIXES. ,I am directed by the minor- 
ity of the Committee on the Legislature to 
submit their minority report, and to re- 
quest that its reading be dispensed with, 
at this time, and that it be printed, with 
the majority report from the same com- 
mittee, for the use of the Convention. 

The question being taken on the su6 
pension of the reading of the report, it was 
agreed to. 

The report is as follows: 

To the President and Members of the Con- 
stitutional Convention : 

GENTLEMEN :-We, the undersigned, 
members of the Committee on the Legis- 
lature, respectfully dissent from the ma- 
jority report of said committee, so far as 
relates to biennial sessions of the Legisla- 
ture. 

Their report radically changes the time 
of meeting of the law-making power of 
the State as it has existed since the forma- 
tion of the State government. It is con- 
trary to the policy pursued by a large 
majority of our sister States, the Legisla- 
tures of twenty-three of them holding 
their sessions annually. In our opinion 
there are many reasons why our Legisla- 
ture should meet annually that do not 
apply to other States. No State in the 
Unionhas so great and diversified interests 
as has Pennsylyania. Ohio, Indiana and 
Illinois have been cited as instances whose 
Legislatures meet only once in two years. 
Those States in the main are purely agri- 
cultural. General laws can easily be 
framed to suit the laws of their people. 
They have none of our coal, iron, oil and 
a great variety of other interests that are 
peculiar to Pennsylvania. Ours, as an 
agricultural State, is second to none of 
them, besides producing more coal, iron 
and oil than the whole balance of the promptly to this body. This is certainly .._. ~. ~~ .~~. 
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Union, to say nothing of her ten thousand 
miles ot railroads and the manufacturing 
and commercial interests of Philadelphia, 
Pittsburg and other great and rapidly 
growing cities of the Commonwealth. If 
it were necessary formerly to hold annual 
sessions, when we had a population of 
three hundred thousand, is it not quite 
as necessary when we have a population 
of nearly four millions ? 

It may be answered that when local and 
special legislation is prevented by consti- 
tutfinal enactment the work of the Leg- 
islature will be greatly reduced, and there 
will then bc no necessity of meeting 
oftener than once in every two years. 
Suppose 104 legislation is prohibited, 
the wants of the people will remain the 
same. What they now obtain by special 
they will then require by general law. 
We take it for granted that local and spe- 
cial legislation will be prohibited by this 
Convention. When our work shall hilve 
been ratified by the people, what will then 
be our condition? 

There are but few general laws in the 
State under and in pursuance of which a 
dollar can safely be invested in any of 
our great material interests. True, we 
have an act that is called a “general rail- 
road law,” but under it not a dollar has 
ever been invested, not a foot of road has 
ever been built, nor do we believe there 
ever will be. Its provisions are so clogged 
with limitations and conditions that it 
beautifully illustrates the doctrine of 
“how no1 to do it.” Then we have a geu- 
era1 mining and manufacturing law, but 
it seems to have been drawn with a view 
of preventing persons of small capital 
from accepting its provisions; so far as 
your committee know, it has remained 
practically a dead letter upon the statutes 
of the State. Heretofore men of small 
means, when they have associated them- 
selves together for the purpose of pursu- 
ing any kind of business, have generally 
gone to the Legislature for a grant for 
doing the same. In the future everything 
will be done by general law. No special 
privileges are to be granted. Can any 
member of this committee tell how long 
it will take to devise general laws that will 
subserve the interests of our four millions 
of people, and effectually develop our 
agricultural, lumber, coal, iron, oil, rail- 
road, commercial and manufacturing, and 
the great variety of other interests that 
are peculiar to our people and State, and 
which need the aid of the law-making 
power for their development and protec- 

tion? No man to-day can tell what will 
be our needs in the future; aud if the 
Legislature is prohiblted from the enact- 
meut of local and special laws, thcro will 
be a greater need of annual sessions than 
heretofore. If the report of the corn- 
mittee in regard to biennial. sessious ix 
adopted, we will find ourselves in the 
condition of having prohibited the Legis- 
lature from giving us any special relief, 
and then, by constitutional enactment, of 
having prevented that body from aiding 
us by general law oftener than once in 
two years. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
.JEROJIJ” B. NILES 

’ 11. N. WHITE, 
GE0 F HORTON. . . 

January 15, 1873. 

ADDITIONAL RULE. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I uow move that the 
Convention proceed to the consideration 
of the resolution which I submittted at 
Harrisburg, for the addition of another 
rule to the rules of the Convention. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. &JCKALEw. Mr. President : I 

rise to a point of order. It is, that the 
resolution relative to adjournment, of- 
fered yesterday, takes precedence. A 
short time since I mado a motion to pro- 
ceed to its consideration, but the Chair 
informedme that it was not then in order. 
A resolution upon which $he Convention 
has not made any progress is certainly not 
in order. 

Mr. WOOD~ARD. Isubmit to the Chair, 
that the resolution I refer to is not new 
matter, and that it takes precedence over 
the resolution to which the gentlernau 
alludes. It was referred to during the 
proceedings this morning, and prior to 
any mention of this resolution of adjourn- 
ment. 

T~~PRESIDENT. The Chairwasobligecl 

to give the floor to Mr. Woodward, as he 
was the first gentlemen to rise. He made 
a motion, which was perfectly in order, and 
the Chair could not refuse to receive it ; 
but at the same time I will venture to 
observe that what he predicted at Harris- 
burg, when the? Convention over-ruled 
him, and made it his absoluteduty to act- 
journ the Convention at a particular hour, 
is here happening almost daily. Ho 
would suggest, for the present, that by 
unanimous consent a motion may be 
made to extend the time of the session of 
the Convention to-day. 
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Mr. HARRY WHITE. I ask the unani- 
mous consent of the Convention to make 
the motion suggested by the Chair. 

The Convention refused to give its am- 
sent. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is corn- 
pelled to observe, further, that the resolu- 
tion refered to by the gentleman, (Mr. 
Woodward,) and now before the Conven- 
tion, is one that can be acted upon just as 
well on Monday as to-day. It is not a 
matter of immediate importance. The 
resolution relative to adjournment, unless 
acted upon to-day, cannot be substantially 
acted upon at all. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I then move, with the 
consent of the Convention, that the eon- 
sideration of the resolution I offered at 
Harrisburg be postponed until Monday. 

The motion was agreed to. 

QUEsTION OF ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr. BUCKALEW. I now move that the 

Convention proceed to the consideration 
of the resolution relative toadjournment, 
offered yesterday. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The Clerk read the resolution ,as amend- 

ed, as follows : 
Resolved, That when this Convention 

adjourns to-day, it will adjourn to meet 
on Wednesday, at one o’clock P. M. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I move to amend the 
resolution. bv striking out ‘Wednesday,” 
and inserting $4 Monday, at twelve o’clock 
ix.” 

The PRESIDENT. The motion is not in 
order. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I then moVe to lay 
the resolution on the table. 

The yeas and nays were required by Mr. 
Corbett and Mr. Raer, and were as fol- 
low, viz : 

YEAS. 
Messrs. Andrew% Baer, Baily, (Perry,) 

Beebe, Bowman, Campbell, Carter, 
Church, Collins, Corbett, Craig, Curry, 
Dallas. Darlington, De France, Dimmick, 
Dodd,’ Edwards, .Elliott, Ewing, Fell, 
Guthrie, Hay, Hazzard, Hopkins, How- 
ard, Knight, Landis, Lawrence, Littleton, 
M’Allister, MOlean, M’Connell, M’Mur- 
ray, Mann, Mantor, Newlin, NiJes, Pat- 
ton, Purvianoe, Samuel A., Read, An- 
drew, Smith, W. H., Temple, Turrell, 
Walker, Wetherill, Jno. Price, Wherry, 
White, ‘J. W. F., and Meredith-P%6 
dent-49. 

NAYS. 
Messrs. Achenbach, Addicks. Alricke, 

Baker, Barclay, Bartholomew, Black, J. 

S., Boyd, guckalew, Curtin, Cuyler, Da- 
vis, Dunning, Ellis, Gibson, Heverin, Hor- 
ton. Mott. Purman, Reynolds. *James L., 
Simpson, ’ Smith, Her& W:, Stanton, 
White, Harrv. Woodward and Worrell- 
583. ” 

SO the motion was agreed to. 
ADVENT OR NOT VOTrNct.-Me%XS. Arm- 

strong, Ainey, Bailey,(Huntingdon,) Ban- 
nan, Bardsley, Biddle, Black, Charles A., 
Brodhead, Broomall, Brown, Carey, Cas- 
sidy, Clark, Cochran, Carson, Cronmiller, 
Finney, Fulton, Funck, Gilpin, Gowen, 
Hall, Hanna, Harvey, Hemphill, Hun- 
sicker, Kaine, Lamberton, Lear, Lilly, 
Long, M’Camant, M’Culloch, MacVeagh, 
Metzger, Minor, Palmer, G. W., Palmer, 
H. W., Parsons, Patterson, D. W., Patter- 
son, T. H. B., Porter, Pughe, Purviance, 
John N., Read, John R., Reynolds, 5. H., 
Rooke, Ross, Runk, Russell, Sharpe, 
Smith, H. cf., Stewart, Struthers, Van 
Reed, Wetherill, J. M., White, David N. 
and Wright-%. 

PUBLISRINGABSENTEECIATROLL-CALL. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. President : I now 
move to proceed to the consideration of 
the resolution providing for a new rule, 
offered by me at Harrisburg, and which 
was ordered to lie on the table. . 

The PRESIDENT. The resolution will be 
read. 

The CLERK read, as follows 
Re.solved, That the rules be amended, 

by adding the following, to be rule - : 
hi That after the reading of the JournaI 

each day the Secretary shall call the roll 
of members, noting the absentees and 
publishing their names in two daily news- 
papers of opposite politics.” 

Mr. ALRICKS. Mr. President: I desire 
only to state that I can see very well how 
it might become necessary for this House 
to pass a resolution of this kind, if we had 
not a quorum of members present to trans- 
act busmess; but when there is a ma- 
jority or a quorum of members present I 
do not see any necessity for the rule, un- 
less it is for the purpose of putting a pen- 
alty upon those who are absent, and as to 
that I apprehend that no gentleman would 
be deterred from being present by a reso- 
lution of thiskind. It might be necessary 

to call the roll of the House if we have 
not a quorum here, and in such case the 
roll should be called; but a resolution 
such as this will only help the printer, 
and I do not see why we should adopt it in 
a deliberative body. It appears to me VeW 
much as if we were becoming a house Of COT- 
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rectlon, desiring to give a bad mark to those 
who do not att,end to their duties. But 
the passage of the resolution will accom- 
plish nothing, and its defeat cannot do the 
public harm, inasmuch as a quorum of 
members will most probably be present 
on all occasions, and therefore the busi- 
ness of this House will not be interrupted. 
If we pass this resolution we will only 
appear discourteous. If any gentleman 
neglects his duty, when his constituents 
read over the yeas and nays they will dis 
cover that he is absent. I doubt very much 
whether he will change his course because 
the roll is called and he is marked as an 
absentee. 

I am very sorry that my friend, the 
gentleman from Philadelphia, (Mr. Wood- 
ward,) who has offered this resolution, 
has taken this view of the subject. For 
my part I know that inasmuch as the 
business of this body will not be inter- 
rupted as long as we have a quorum pre- 
sent, there is no necessity for the adoption 
of this resolution. 

Mr. CUYLER. Mr. President: I desire 
to move to amend, by striking out the 
latter part of the resolution, that is so 
much as provides for the publication of 
the names of those who are absent at roll 
call. At seems to me that a provision of 
this sort is below the dignity of the House. 
It is dealing with its members as though 

’ they were a set of unruly school-boys, 
and its operation could only work injus- 
tice. Gentlemen are detained by over- 
whelming and imperative engagements. 
They are detained by sickness of them- 
selves or of members of their families. If 
this rule be adopted, and the list of absen- 
tees published, the reason of the absence 
would not reach the public but the penalty 
would. 

I hope, therefore, that the publication 
will not be approved, and move to amend, 
by striking out all after the word ‘tabsen- 
tees.” 

Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. President: I 
should be very sorry to propose anything 
that would be unworthy of this body, or 
that would not command the just views 
of any gentleman a8 to what is due to the 
dignity of this body. And so, as this reso- 

’ lution was intended in good faith, I beg 
gentlemen to remember that they were 
sent here in a representative capacity 
and to perform a high public duty. If 
they are detained by sickneae or other 
proper cause they can obtain the consent 
of the Convention to be excused from its 
sit&in@ by a motion for leave of absence. 

If they are not here in the places where 
their constituents expect them to be, I do 
not think it is unworthy of the dignit? of 
this Convention to inform their constitu- 
ents of that fact. The resolution oannot 
do injustice to any gentleman wbo is 
faithful to his public duty, and I con- 
ceive that the public should know what 
representatives do not fulfil theirs. I 
hope that this part of the resolution will 
not be stricken out. 

I have been informed that there is an 
impression on the minds of some gentle- 
men that this additional article or rule 
will require a vote of two-thirds for its 
adoption, but 1 think that is a.mistake. 

The PRESIIJENT. Yes, sir. It requires 
only a majority. 

Mr. WOODWARD, Yes, sir. It is not 
an alteration or the dispensing with any 
existing rule ; only the addition of a new 
one. 

Mr. B~YD. Mr. President : Iregret that 
I am compelled to diEer with the mover 
of this resolution, coming as it does from 
a source which would necessarily imply 
that the subject is a questionof considera- 
ble importance to this body, at least I 
think that as this rosolution will apply to 
all the members of this Convention, that 
we should take no action until we have a 
fuller House. I am aware that considera- 
ble complaint has been made here in oon- 
sequence of the small attendance to-day. 
But it must bo remembered that this is 
Saturday, and it is the first time that this 
Convention has ever been in session on 
that day, and before any action is taken 
on a matter of so much importance as this, 
and as we are to pass upon those who are 
absent, it is no more than courteous on 
our part that whatever we do decide with 
regard to this matter, whether it is in the 
form of a penalty or otherwise, those who 
are absent should be notified, so that they 
may be present and be heard, and then, 
if it is decided against them, they must 
submit. 

Now I do not share, sir, in the opinion 
expressed so fully in this body, which is 
by no means creditable to it either, and 
for one, Iam not willing that it shall go 
out among the’people tL?at we are here 
wasting our time. It seems to have be- 
come chronic with some gentlemen to 
cry out “Let us go to work I” Well, all 
I have to say, is, let some gentleman, or 
any number of gentlemen here, go to 
work, and put in shape the material that 
has been laid upon the table, fully ade- 
quate to make a Constitution for each 
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State in the Union. It seems to me that the roll, and the result of that call was 
every State Constitution in the United that a quorum answered to their names. 
States has been examined and copied 
almost entirely, and sent up as resolu- 

I do not think that there is any neces- 
I believe 

tions for adoption by this body. I have 
sity for a measure of this kind. 

not yet, however, heard of a condensed 
that when we get reports from the differ- 

concise statement, or an entire Constitu- 
ent committees every member of this 

tution gathered from these materials. If 
Convention will feel sufficient interest in 

gentlemen who are not upon committees 
the reports of these committees to be in 

are impatient for work, let them go to 
his seat to hear, and to speak, and to vote 

work, get it up and put it before the pro- 
upon the questions which will then be 

per committee. 
presented, and until we have something 
of that kind before us, we have really 

Now, sir, the committee that I have the Why, sir, the Committee 
honor to be upon is a working committee. 

nothing to do. 
on Suffrage made a report this week. The 

We meet generally every day at ten first section has been passed upon without 
o’clock and sit until twelve. That commit- the report having been printed and laid 
tee numbers fifteen, and when you have on our desks, and I do not suppose one 
got fifteen giant minds grasping and grap- half of us knew what it was about; and 
pling with each other, it is no small matter 
to harmonize views. [Laughter.] We do 

until we have the reports of committees 
printed and upon our desks when these 

not mean to come in here until we have a matters are called up, so as to have the 
report that will hold water, a report that printed report before us and the amend- 
will not be the subject of amendment, for ments which are offered alongside of the 
it is intended to be perfection in itself, or original propositions, it is utterly impossi- 
nearly so. [Laughter.] Therefore, sir, 
it is a vain, it is a damaging and a useless 

ble for this Convention to be in a working 
condition. 

clamor to be raising here almost constanly 
about this Convention not discharging 

I say, therefore, that there is no necessity 

their duty. The attendance upon this 
for this unseemly haste that is manifested 

Convention, as a general thing, is full. 
here. I trust that no action, at least, will 

The only dereliction in that respect, that 
be taken on this matter until there is a 

I have noticed, has been on the part of a 
fuller attendance on the part of the ab- 

few gentlemen residing here in the city 
sent delegates. 

of Philadelphia, and, perhaps, upon the Mr. President, I move to lay the motion 

part of a few who reside in the interior, on the table. 

and get belated at night and cannot pos- Mr. TEMPLE moved to adjourn, on 
sibly get here in time. [Laughter.] But, which motion a division was called, re- 
as a rule, the attendance has been full. sulting forty-five in the affirmative and 
This morning was the only occasion when thirty in the negative, and the Conven- 
it was found necessary to have a call of tion adjourned at two o’clock P. M. 

. 
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TWENTY-FIRST DAY. 

MONDAY, January 20,1373. 

The Convention met at twelve RI. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 

approved. 

COMMUNICATION FROH THE AUDITOR 
GIENERAL. 

The PRESIDENT presented to the Con- 
vention a communication from the Audi- 
tor General of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, giving, so far as practica 
ble, the information called for by the reso- 
lution of this Convention,of date January 
14th, instant, relating to the railroads and 
railroad corporations of Pennsylvania. 

INTOXICATINO LIQUORS. 

Mr. PATTON presented to the Conven- 
tion a petition from citizens of Bradford 
county, Pa., requesting Such action as 
will prohibit or limit the manufacture 
and sale of alcoholic liquors as beverages, 
which was referred to the Committee on 
Legislation. 

THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM. 

Mr. BRODIIEAD presented to the Con- 
vention a memorial from the members of 
the bar of PTorthampton county, Pa., re- 
lating to the judicial system of the Com- 
monwealth, and suggesting amendments 
dlereto, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Judiciary. 

EMI’LOYEES OF THE CONVENTION. 

Mr. JosEFH BAILY offered the following 
resolution, which was read : 

Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to 
report to the President, to be laid before 
this Convention, the number, name, duty 
and compensation of all persons employed 
or engaged in any service connected with 
the Convention, and by whom appointed, 
other than those elected by the Conven- 
tion. 

The question being, shall the Convention 
proceed to the second reading and consid- 
eration of the resolution, it wasagreed 
to. 

The resolution waS then agreed to. 

SINE DIE ADJOUILNMENT. 

Mr. IIORTON. I offer the following reso- 
lution, aIId ask that it may be read and 
laid on the table for one week : 

Resolved, That this Convention meet on 
the twenty-second of February next, and 
listen to the reading, by the Clerk, of the 
farewell address of Washington and the 
emancipation proclamation of President 
Lincoln, and on that day agree upon the 
time when the Convention will adjourn 
sins die. 

The resolution was ordered to be laid 
on the table. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE LEG- 
ISLATURE. 

Mr. DODD offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was twice read, considered 
and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be 
directed to place on the tables of mem- 
bers the printed reports of the Committee 
on the Legislature now in his possession. 

MINISTERS OF THE OOSPEL. 

Mr. BAER offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read and referreu to the 
Committee on the Militia : 

WHEREAS, The Christian church is a 
divine institution, and the priests and 
ministers ordained and set apart for the 
care of souls : 

And whereas, The duties of political and 
military oflices are inconsistent with the 
high and holy duties of the ministry ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That all priests and ministers 
of the Gospel of our Lord and savior Je- 
sus Christ are exempt from military duty, 
both in times of war and times of peace ; 
and they are ineligible to hold a seat in 
the General Assembly of this Common- 
wealth or a military commisxion in thiS 
State. 

. 
READINO RAILROAD MONoF0I.Y. 

Mr. CAMPBELL ofliired the following 
resolution, which was read and referred to 
the Committee on Bailroads and Canals: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Bail- 
roads and Canals consider whether the 
best means of proventing the inuuense 
mining and x%&l monopoly now threat+ 
ened by the Reading railroad company 
and other corporations, would not be to 
totally prohibit any railroad or anal ox- 
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poration from ever leasing, purchasing or 
holding, either directly or indirectly, any 
coal or mining lands in this Common- 
wealth, or from ever being engaged or in- 
terested in or carrying on any other busi- 
ness than that of common carriers, &c. 

MECIIANICS’ LIENS. 

Mr. HOWARD offered the following 
resolution, which wns read and refered to 
the Committee on Legislation : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis- 
lation be requested to sxamineand report 
upon the propriety of prohibiting liens of 
mechanics and material men in all cases 
except for work, labor and material used 
and employed in the construction of new 
buildings. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. J. S. BLACK asked and obtained 
leave of absence for Judge Woodward for 
3 few days. 

Mr. NEWLIN asked and obtained leave 
of- absence for Mr. Adclicks until Wednes- 
day next. 

Mr. TURRELL asked and obtained leave 
of absence for Mr. Davis, of Monroe, for 
the residue of this week, on accou& of 
the death oi his brother. 

FURNISHING THE DEBATES TO COURTS. 
Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President: By di- 

rection of the Committee on Printing I 
respectfully submit the follotving report : 
To the Constitutimal Convenlion: 

The Committee on Printing and Bind- 
ing, to whom was referred the following: 

6‘&eso2ied, That the Committee on 
Printing be requested to consider and re- 
port what persons and institutions other 
than members of this Convention should 
receive its Debates,” 

Having considered the same, respect- 
fully report the annexed resolution, and 
recommend its passage. 

JAMES W. M. NEWLXN, 
Chairman. 

Resolved, That B. Singerly, who is print- 
ing the Debates of the Convention, send 
copies thereof, in sheets, to each judge of 
the Supreme Court, and each law judge 
of the respective courts of common pleas, 
and each judge of the respective district 
courts in this Commonwealth, and to 
such publio libraries as shall make appli- 
cation therefor : l+ovided, That not more 
than one hundred copies in sheets be dis- 
tributed under the express order of the 
Convention. 

The question being taken on the second 
reading and consideration of the resolu- 

19 

tion, a division was called, and it was 
agreed to. Ayes forty-two; noes seven- 
teen. 

Mr. NDwLIN. TheCOnVentiOn Will un- 
derstand that this resolution is otiered in 
obedience to instructions given to the 
Committee on Printing to make a report 
in regard to the subject. This resolution 
is our report, and I hope the Convention 
will act upou it at once, so that the com- 
mittee can report and the Convention act 
upon the contract made with the &ate 
Printer. I am free to say, however, that 
I am totally indifferent whether the re- 
ported resolution is adopted or not. 

The question being taken on the resolu- 
tion, less than a majority of a quorum 
vo:ing in the affirmative, it was not agreed 
to. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PRINT- 
ma. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President: I also 
otler the following report of the Commit- 
tee on Printing : 
To the Constitutional Convention : 

The Committeee on Printing and Bind- 
ing, to whom was referred the following : 

“Resolved, ThattheCommitteeonPrint- 
ing be instructed to make arrangements 
with the State Printer to do all the prin6 
ing and binding of the Convention : Pro- 
vided, He will agree to do it in such time 
and manneras the Convention may direct, 
and on the terms of his present contract 
with the State, and that the publication of 
the .Journal and of the Debates shall be 
in volumes of octave size,” respectfully 
report : 

That they have made the annexed con- 
tract with the State Printer, Benjamin 
Singerly, and recommend its adoption by- 
the Convention. 

JAMES W. M. NEWLIN, 
Chairman.. 

THE CONTRACT OF THE PRINTER. 
These presents witness : That whereas,. 

the Convention to amend the Constitu- 
tion of the State of Pennsylvania did, on 
the eighth day of January, A. D., 1873,. 
pass the following resolution, viz: 

6LResoZved, That the committee on Print- 
ing be instructed to make arrangements. 
with the State Printer to do all the print- 
ing and binding of the Convention: ProvG 
ded, He will agree to do it in such time 
and manner as the Convention may direct,. 
and on the terms of his present contract 
with the State, and that the publicatiou 
of the Journal and of the Debates shall be 
in volumes of octave sme.” 
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XOW I, Benjamin Ringerly, the State 
Printer aforesaid, do by these presents 
rovenant and agree to and with the Com- 

.monwealth of Pennsylvania, to do all the 
printing and binding of the said Conven- 
tion; and I further do bind myself by 
these presents to the Commonwealth 
aforesaid that I will execute the said print- 
ing for the Debates and Journal, and such 
other printing asmay be ordered, in such 
form and in such type, and to furnish and 
bind suck number of copies as may bc 
ordered, and that I will execute such or- 
ders in the premises as may be given me 
by the Convention or. tire Committee 
on Printing and Binding thereof; and 
that all the said printing and binding 
shall be done and executed on the same 
terms and in the same manner as now pro- 
vided by my existing contract with the 
State of Pennsylvania. .Znd I further 
(sovenant and agree with the said Com- 
monwealth that if I fail to perform this 
contract to the satisfaction of the Conven- 
tion they may, by an order of the Conven- 
tion, direct printing to be done at my ex- 
pense, or may annul t.he contract. 
Witness my hand and seal this twentieth 

day of January, A. D. 1873. 
B. SINGERLY. 

Sealed and delivered in the presence of 
JAMES W.&f. NEwLrx. 

I, James R. Walker, do hereby bind 
lnyself, my heirs, executors and adminis- 
trators, to be responsible to the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania for the faithful 
performance of the above contraat by the 
above named Benjamin Singerly. 
Witness my hand and seal this twentieth 

day of ,January, 1873. 
JAMES R. WALKER. 

Healed and delivered m thepremaee of 
E.P.IRELA~D. 

Mr. NEWLI~. 1 move that the report 
of tbe Committee be adopted and the con- 
tract approved. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRIBIDENT. The second section of 
the report of the Committee on Suffrage 
was under consideration and amendment 
when the House last adjourned. The 
s&ion will be read for information. 

The CLERK. ~~A11 elections for city, 
ward, borough and township othcers, for 
regular terms of service, shall be held 011 
rhe third Tuesday of February.” 

The PRESIDERT. To this Mr. Broomall, 
of Delaware, moved an amendment, 
which will also be read. 

The CLERK. ‘~Prowided, That the Lcgis- 
lature may, bylaw, fixanother day for any 
county or city, the same being uniform 
throughout such county or city. 1’ 

The PRESDEXT. The question is on 
the amendment. 

3fr. SIMPSOW. Mr. President : I t,rus: 
that t.his amendment will receive the al)- 
proval of the House. It is confessed that 
the question is not one of principle, It is 
merely a question of expediency, and 
with a desire to have a uniform day upon 
which to hold the elections in this Com- 
monwealth. The committee have rt- 
ported in favor of having a spring clcc- 
tion upon a particular day. This day: 
confessedly, is not satisfactory to lurgo 
numbers of the people of this Common- 
wealth. In certain localities it will not at 
all, so far as suiting the convenience of 
the people is concerned. In other SW- 
tions the day may be suitable to their 
convenience. There being then no quts- 
tion of principle involved, and a clues- 
tion of expediency alone being t,he 
question to rule and govern, why sl~ooltl 
the irrevocable law of this Common- 
Tvealth, the Constitution of the State, 
fis a day so determlned that it could 
never be changed by any power except 
by the power of the whole State, either in 
(:onvention or by an amendment to the! 
Constitution ? 

We have already determined, in the first 
section, that the Legislature shall, by s 
particular vote, have the power to change: 
the day of the gcncralelection. We have 
passed upon that, andwhy shall we fix an 
irrevocable day for an election, less in 
importance than that of the general elec- 
tion? It has been said here, that on(’ 
,argument in favor of tiring the day of tbc 
general election, as provided in the ~II.SL 
section, was to prevent the importation of 
voters from other States to vote at 0111 

tleotions. If you fix a spring election for 
the election of municipal officers of oui 
large cities oi the Commonwealth, ir 
Philadelphia, in Bllogheny, in Pittshnr: 
and, prospectively, inothcrlargeciticstha 
are growing up in this Commonwcalti 
there will be the same opportunity for tl 
importation of voters to rule the inunic 
palitics that there lens heretofore been 
our general elections. Thorcfore, I ho 
that the power ought to bo vested in t 
Legislature to confer upon the people o 
munty or of a city, as the case nlay be, 1 
right to determine any other day, if ti 
convenience warrants it so being done 
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And what harm can accrue? If the 
people of Philadelphia, or of Pittsburg, or 
of Montgomery or Allegheny, or any 
county or city in this Con~n~onwcnlth, 
determine a day of holding their spring 
election, most acceptable and convenient 
for themselves, are you afraid to trust 
them with that power ? Is this Conven- 
tion afraid to say to the people of any 
county of this Commonwealth : “You are 
under our guardianship, and you shall 
not determine the day that may be most 
convenient and most acceptable to you 
for holding the election of your minor 
petty otllcers?” If you adopt the section 
as it is generally proposed, without the 
amendment o&red by the gentleman 
from Delaware, (Mr. Rroomall,) you come 
to that conclusion. You fix, in the irre- 
vocable law of the State, that law which 
tan only be changed by amendment of 
the Constitution, or by another Constitu- 
tional Convention, called by the vote of 
the people, the determination ofthe spring 
election, while you give to the Legisla- 
ture the power to change thatwhich is far 
more important, the day of the general 
election throughout the Commonwealth. 

Why this distinction, thisinviduous dis- 
tinction ? Why give such importance to 
the smaller election, that you deny to the 
larger and more important enc. It seems 
to me that the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Delaware (Mr. Broomall) 
ought to commend itself to the judgment 
of eve17 member of this House, and that 
meshould, while we fix in the Constitu- 
tion a day for holding this election, give 
to the people of the respective localities of 
the Commonwealth the right to change to 
another day, if in their wisdom, and in 
t!leir wish, they shall desire toput it on a 
day more acceptable to thetn, their wants 
and their business. 

There is no wrong or harm done in this ; 
who will be injured by it? Suppose the 
people of Pittsbnrg find i hat May will suit 
them better than February, and .by a 
unanimousvote they determine to change 
to that day ; if you give thetn the power 
to do so, what harm is done by that toany 
other county of the Commonwealth? Sup- 
pose the people of Montgomery desire to 
have their municipal election in March in- 
stead of February, and by a large and 
overwhelming vote t,hey shall Ax that 
time; what harm will there be in that to 
any other county in thisCommonwealth? 
Suppose t~l~.peo~~~of,Phi~~dadelphia desire 
to have it on some other day, what harm 
resultsto the Commonwealth ? They have 

to pay the expenses of these elections. 
hre you afraid to trust t.he people of this 
rommunity to regulate their affairs for 
themselves? Vote down this amendment, 
and you say to the several countiesof this 
State : 6‘ You cannot be trusted ; you must 
be under guardianship, and the State must 
determine for you that which is best for 
your own int.erests.” 

I trust this House will adopt the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Delaware 
(,Mr. Broomall.) 

Mr. .~NDREW REED. *Mr. President : 
I offer the following amendment: 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. President : I rise to 
a point of order. There are already two 
amendments before the Convention. The 
amendment of the gentleman from Dela- 
ware (Mr. Broomall) is an amendment to 
my own, which is pending. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is of opinion 
that the amendment of the gentleman 
from Philadelphia (Mr. Simpson) to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Dcla- 
ware (Mr. Broomall) was negatived. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. President: My mo- 
tion was not voted on, and if the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Delaware 
(Mr. Broomall) isvoted down, I shallin- 
sist on my amendment. 

The PRESIDENT. The Clerk will refer 
to the Journal in order to settle the dim- 
cnlty. 

The CLERK. A motion was made by 
Mr. Simpson, to further amend the same, 
by adding the following proviso, viz : 

Resolved, That cities may, when author- 
ized by law, change the time for holding 
the election for municipal officers by a 
vote of the people at the next general elez- 
tion. 

Which was not agreed to. 
Mr. SIMPSON. iMr. President : The Jour- 

nal is certainly in error, for I intended to 
call the ayes and nays on the question. 
The gentleman from Delaware (Mr. 
Broomall) was willing to withdraw his 
amendment for the purpose of introducing 
mine, but I objected because I wished to 
vote upon his amendment if my owl1 
failed. No vote was taken upon my 
amendment, sir, and the Journal is un- 
doubtedly in error. 

The PRERI~ENT. The amendment w;‘l 
be read. 

The CI.EXK. 6AProvided, That the Lea- 
islature may by law fix any other day for 
any county or city, the same being ur:‘- 
form throughout such county or city.” 

The PRESIDF~UT. The question is upor\ 
the xlnendment. 
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hh. CAXPBPLL. Mr. President: Having would be insigniticant c&pared with the 
advocated the passage of this section in saving, by getting rid of the kind of met, 
the Committee on Suffrage, and having who manage to get into office now as bob- 
inserted the word “city” in the section, I tails to the party kites at general elec- 
feel anxious that this Convention, if they tions.” 
propose to vote on the matter, should Soinycsterlay‘s~S‘unduy Di.apatch,which 
vote this amendment down, as it emi- represents the feelings of a large number 
nently affects the city of Philadelphia, of the citizens of Philadelphia, there is a 
which, under the present) system, has no similar article, from which I will also read 
spring election. It is importnut to state, a-short extract. It is as follows: 
for the information of this Convention, “The effect of limiting us to a single 
that it seems to be the pretty general electiou must be to mix up municipal 
wish of the people of this city to have a with State and sometimes with federal 
diserent day for their local elections from politics, and render our domestic inter- 
that on which they vote for State or na- terests entirely subject to the prevailing 
tional oflicers. passionsand interests of the great parties. 

Sow on Friday last it was said in de- If we have a separate municipal electiou 
bate by the gentleman from Philadelphia, we shall emancipate the voters in their 
(Mr. J. Price Wetherill,) especially, that choice of local officers from considering 
the people of Philadelphia did not want whether this good man is in favor of a cer- 
another d?y on which to hold their muni- tain other man for Governor or another 
cipal electrons. Now I wish merely to man for President, and measuring his tit- 
call the attention of the House to a few ness and honesty to do our work by his 
short extracts from the newspapers of opinions upon a matter of no consequence 
Philadelphia, published since we had the whatever iu the management of our own 
debate in this House on Thursday last. affairs. Whether we have salaried oflicers 
On Thursday evening, the Bullelin, a par- or not in the State House row; whether 
ty organ, came out in a long leader fa- LLriugs” m&kc the nominations or not for 
voring the holding of the election for mu- the dominant parties, every citizen will 
nicipal officers in the spring. On the at least have a chance to act with some iu- 
Srtturday following (last Saturday) the dependenceat a local eledion. Mr. Weth- 
Philadelphia Le&e~ contained an artiole erill, as we think, does not represent the 
to the same effect. .That article, which is sentiment of Philadelphia iu his views 
very short, and will not occupy much upon this subject.” 
time, I will read. And again : 

“While the subject of elections is before is Under this law our elections”-that is, 
the Constitutional Convention, it is perti- the election law granting spring elections 
nent to say that there are two points con- in X%4-“under this law our elections 
eerning which the Conventiou can do a were conducted to the perfect satisfaction 
great service to the city of Philadelphia, of our citizens until 1861, when, on the 
while doing exact justice to the rest of twentv-first of March, the time of the 
the Commonwealth. The first can be ac- municipal elections was changed from 
complished by placing the city under the May until October. Mr. Simpson assumes 
same election laws as apply to all the rest that this alteration was made in accord- 
of the State. This will release ,the city ante with public sentiment manifested to 
,from the curseof the special election laws, the Legislature. Such is not the fact. The 
from which we now suffer, and rid us of law was altered in order to keep in oHice 
the board of aldermen, and the scanda- from six to eight months beyond their 
lous election officers they select, who alter terms certain city onicers, whose times 
and fabricate returns so as to .awTard elec- were extended by the act itself, who were 
tion certiticates to whoever they please, fearful that they could not obtain re-nom- 
regardless of the votes cast, The other is ination, and who were perfectly willing to 
to separate the municipal elections from put several thousand dollars more in their 
title general elections. &B far as this city pockets than they would have had if the 
is concerned, the only material objectiou May election had been held. The cost of 
to this is the alleged extra expense of two the spring election is a mere bagatelle iu 
elections instead of one. If we get rid of compari.son to the cost of a fall electiou of 
the aldermen and their canvassers, the municipal officers, which is conducted 
two elections can be held for what it costs solely in the interestsof federal and State 
to hold one at present. But even if it politic3 A majority of good, honest men, 
sllould cost double the increased expense who might be elected to councils at a lo- 
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ul elect,ion solely, would save more to 
thecity in the courz+? of their oflicial ad- 
ministration than would pay for the cost 
of twenty elections. If the Convention 
desires to do.justice to Philadelphia it will 
emancipate us from a thraldom which 
can only be maintained by giving to 
cliques the advantages which they now 
have under the single election system.” . 

I also hold in my hand a letter from 
Mr. William Henry Rawle, a prominent 
officer of the Municipal Reform associa- 
tion of this city, which is as follows : 

which the national and State elections are 
held. 

710 WALNUT ST&ET, 
* PHILADELPHIA, Ja. 18, 1873. i , 

MY DEAR SIR:-In answer to your in- 
quiry as to the views of the Municipal Re’- 
form association‘ cn the subject of spring 
elections, I reply that it was one of the 
earliest subjects which attracted the atten- 

, tion of the association, and the best evi- 
dence of their views will be found in the 
bill which I now send you, whichwas pre- 
sented to the Legislature last winter for 
this purpose. 

\ Respectfully yours, 
WM. HENRY RAWLE. 

JOHN H.,CAMPBELL. 

That act was presented by the Muni& 

I hope this Convention will vote down 
this amendment, so as to give the people 
of this State, who are specially interested 
in this matter, an opportunity of electing 
their municipal oilicers free from the con- 
trol of State and national politics. 

Mr. ANDREW REED. Mr. President : I 
ofleer the following amendment : 

“Provided further, That the time so 
fixed shall not be within two months of 
the time fixed for the general eleotion.” 

The adoption of this amendment will 
have the effect of permitting each eountp 
to fix the time that will be best acceptable 
to it for its elections. There is great force 
in the argument of the gentleman from 
Philadelphia (Mr. Simpson.) The ofi; 
cers of each countyand of each township 
concern the people of those counties and 
those townships only, and not the people 
of the State. To the people in a lumber- 
ing district it may not be suitable to hold 
an election at a certain time. The people 
of Chester county may want one month ; 
the people of my county may want an- 
other. By this amendment they bn have 
the time that suits them. And then, 
again. Mr. President. we will also have 

pal Reform association, representing a two eleotlons. We are not without a little 
large body of voters in this city, asking expe,rience upon this question. There 
from the Le@JMUTe the Privilege of hold- should be two elections. The electionof 
ing our municipal eleCtiOnS at a different 
time,from the elections for State and na- 

township and county officers should be 

tional offlcera ; and it is a very great argu- 
separate from the fall and, general elec- 
tions. 

ment indeed against the adoption of this 
Party feelings run so high, that if 

amen&rent of the gentleman from Phila- 
these township eleot,ions for petty ofawr~l 

delphia (Mr. Simpson) that the Legisb- 
are held on the same day, the persons 

ture in that instance refused the people 
who are nominated by the dominant party 

of Philadelphia the right of hoIdiag their 
will elect their ofllcers; whereas, if the 
eleotions are held at a different time the 

municipal elections upon a drfferent day. 
If the amendment now pending passes 

people will get together, as is the custom 

what will be the effect? 
now, and elect those who are best quali- 

Any city or any fied to perform their duties. 
county that wishes to have its elections A few years ago the Legislature of our 
upon a different day must go td the Leg- State abolished spring eleetions, and re- 
islature and have an act passed providing quired that all the elections should take 
for the holding of their municipal eleo place on the same day. What was the 
tions upon a certain day. Here is an in- result? The very result that has been 
stance of how the Legislature treats snch depicted here. Party nominations were 
applications. The very time that the mu- equivalent to the election of oiBcers, and 
nicipalities would want to have their ele+ the result was that such a load’of remon- 
tions held would not be granted by the strances went up to the Legislature of the 
Legislature, and I, for one, think it is the State that the law was changed. We 
best thing for this Convention to fix a cer- should profit by this experience. Under 
tain day, whether it be on the third Fri- the amendment which I propose each 
day in February, or in March, or in May, county, will have the tiring of its own 
or Juee or any other time, provided it be time, and yet we will have the day suffl- 
not too near the general eleotion. It is a ciently remote from the general election 
matter of indifference to me provided we that party feelirrg will be kept out, and 
have a day separate from the day upon those best qualified will.be elected, 

, 
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Sir. CARTER. Mr. President : I am very They say, in reply to this, that no danger 
loathe, indeed, to occupy the time of this of corruption will arise, because there will 
Convention in further discussion of this be no motive, no money in it. 
question, and most assuredly would not I hold that it is not difficult, to perceive 
tl~ so unless I thought that it was abso- that there is and will be money in it. 
1utelY necessary to give expression to some When some corrupt men, desirous of holtl- 
views in which I diRerso radically, so en- ing some ofthese offices, know they have 
tirelynndsofnll,yfrom thegentleman from no chance before the ljeople on their own 
Philadelphia(Mr. SlmPson.) He seems to merit+ they will be disposed to ride into 
think thatthisisa mere question of expedi- powerupon the summit ofthe party- mmlis. 
‘ency. I regard it eminently as one of great They will contribute money ; tllev will 
importance, and one of principle. In my use all kinds of influence. They will, un- 
castimation the principle that the munici- der all plausible pretexts, endeavor to in- 
pal should be dissevered from the State fluence legislation, and rllay succeed.in 
and general elections is, perhaps, second their efforts. The time may be changed 
to but few things that will come before from the spring to the fall. In this man- 
this Convention. As the gentleman from ner men who cannot comnland the con& 
duniata (Mr. Andrew Reed) stated, when dence or win the respect of their fellow 
th6 law was repealed, fixing the time for citil;ens, \vill bc forced upOn the ~~copl~+ 

the spring election, a trial Of one Or two thrOn,oh the influence Of party paver, and 

years so fully convinced the people of the receive partv nominations. We all knov 
country of its bad effects that it was again J~OW easy it is for men t0 be elected wJ1e11 

c-hange’d, with universal approbation, SO they have secured the nomination. L&Stick 
far as I know, of all good citizens. to your tickets, boys ; don’t scratch them ; 

I think it is not right, sir, to discuss you will peril the State and national tick- 
this question as one of mere expediency, et !” Money will be necdcd, and when 
or, as some gentleman said, of a fancied the people become disgusted with this 
symmetry, to have it all on the same day. they will arise in their might and ask 
The committee that reported this section the Legislature to change it to some other 
viewed the whole matter from a high day. Not merely from this city will the 
stand-point. It has also been said that if cry go up, but from every part of the Corn-- 

fixed in the spring, this city and other monwealth. Although the municipal of- 
cbities would be annoyed by the importa- ficers will not be so important to the pnb- 
tion of voters. Gentlemen should consider lit, yet they will be important in the opin- 
that matter will be changed, and that ion of parties who wish offices, for the) 
tlirhculty will be removed, because the may look at them as the stepping-stem 
C:ommitteeonSuffragewill report in favor to something higher, and they will mow 
of sixty days’ residence, and no doubt this heaven and earth to have the election upon 
C:ouveution will adopt such a report. the same day as the general election, as 
Should that be the case the danger frotn they will probably stand some chance of 
importation will, I am sure, be, to a great succeeding. 
extent, removed. In view of such a state of facts, then, I 

Rut there is another principle involved claim there is a principle, and a very im- 
in this matter. This Convention, sir, will portant one, involved in the proposed 
be as certain, I think, of acting in the di- amendment. It is important because it 
r&ion of substituting general laws and strikes a blow at the evil wc are endeavor- 
general legislation, in place of special ing to remove-the doing away with spe- 
laws and special legislation, as of intitu- cinl legislation. All these considerations 
ting any other reform that may be pro- have much weight with me, and I hope tht 
posed. section will pass. 

The amendment offered by the gentle- With reference to theamendment of the 
man from Delaware, (Mr. Rroomall,) if gentleman from Juniata (Mr. A. Reed) 1 
it should prevail, reopens this whole have only to say that tha time he pro- 
thing. The gentlemanfmm Philadelphia ses whioh shall elapse between the mu- 
(Mr. Simpson) seems to think that there nioipal and the general election is to., 
is nothing undesirable in this contjnual short. Political excitement we all know 
submission of this questionto the Legisla- commences to run high long before the 
ture. I see harm in it, because it violates general elections; all these minor issues 
the principle which we are endeavoring would be raised to the surfatce, and them 
to estabiish-general legislation instead of would be a political boiling like: the 
special. witches’ cauldron in “Macbeth.” The 
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two elections should be separated by a 
wide gap of at least six months. 

One word, in answer to the gentleman 
I’rom Philadelphia, (Mr. Simpson.) He 
says this date does not suit the country 
districts. I deny that, so far as I have 
any knowledge. In committee this wholo 
matter was talked over thoroughly and 
iYllly. Just here I would beg leave to say 
this much : ,That when a committee of 
lifteen, or any large committee, being com- 
posed of men representing all the respec- 
tive interests of the country, after fully 
discussing a subject and passing upon it, 
it is safe to presume that they have some 
reason for their decision. It issaid that one 
man may be wiser than any other man, but 
is not wiser than all men ; nor do I believe 
that any one man is wiser than fifteen men 
in this body, and I hold that the report of 
a committee is entitled to some considera- 
tion. When it came before the commit- 
tee of the whole it was the third Friday in 
March, but, at the suggestion of the gen- 
tleman from Philadelphia, (Mr. Stanton,) 
it was fixed for the third Tuesday. That 
was a matter of detail which we did not 
trouble ourselves about. It was a matter 
of expediency. It makes no particular 
diflerence whether it is Tuesday or Fri- 
day, and hence none of the committee rc- 
plied or said anything about it. The sng- 
gestion was accepted in silence. 

nk. ANDREW REED. I would wish to 
change my amendment, so as to make it 
read three months instead of two. 

Mr. CARTER. Well, sir, I still believe 
that the gap of separation between the 
municipal election and the general elec- 
t)ion should be kept as wide and distinct 
as possible, that they should be as far 
asunder as circnrnstances will permit. 
Rut, to conclude the idea with which I 
stnrted. The gentleman says that coun- 
ties disagree in regard to this, some pre- 
fering it at one time and some at another. 
That is not my opinion. We have, on the 
~Xnumittee on Elections, Suf&ge and 
Representation, four or five gentlemen 
who represent th,e lumbering interests, 
and they have in committee dissented, as 
well as by their votes in committee of the 
whole dissented from the views expressed 
by the gentleman (Mr. Simpson.) We 
must agree upon some one day ; hence, I 
hope this amendment will be voted down. 

Mr. DIDDLE. Mr. President: I desire 
tosay a few words upon this subject. I 
ft?el, and I presume it is the sense of the 
whole Convention, that it is very. import- 
lant to change the time of holding mu- 

nicipal ebotions, so as to separate the 
time of holding that election from the 
time of holding the State and federal 
elections. Rut it seems to me that unless 
an amendment is adopted, something in 
principle like that of Mr. Broomall’s, we 
will, in a measure, defeat our own purpose. 
I do not understand that it is a true part of 
the function of a Constitution to desig’natc 
specific times and places for doing acts 
which are clearly within the purview of 
the Legislature to appoint. It may seem 
to us to-day, with the iights that we have 
before us, that a certain day in February 
is a very proper day for holding these 
municipal elections, but it doesnot follow 
that after two or three years’ experience 
that time may not be found to be a very 
improper time. Therefore I desire to 
leave with the Legislature the option of 
designating the period, while we preserve 
the prillciple of separating the municipal 
elections from the general elections. 

If an amendment, something like that 
of the gentleman over the way {Mr. An- 
drew Reed) is adopted, although I think 
his time is too short, it certainly ought 
not to be less than four months, we pre- 
serve the principle of separating the mu- 
nicipal from the general elections; and 
we allow the Legislature to take cogni- 
zance of the local sense and wishes of the 
different sections ot the State to appoint 
just such days as are desired in the differ- 
ent counties and townships. 

I, myself, prefer, for reasons that will 
readily suggest themselves to most gentle- 
men, to have one uniform day, but I 
would not arbitrarily, where I could get 
the body of the principle preserved, in- 
sist upon securing Ihe same day. It 
certainly has advantages. It does, un- 
doubtedly, prevent voters from going 
from one township or county to another. 
Rut a specific day in February, if adopt- 
ed, may be a very inconvenient day for 
many portions of the State. 

I would prefer, therefore, while em- 
bodying in the amendment the principle 
-as in that of the gentleman from Deln- 
ware, (Mr. Broomall,) to leave to the 
Legislature the duty of appointing a day, 
it tirst having ascertained the wishes of 
the different sections of the State. The 
arnondmcnt ought to set four months as 
the time between the elections-local and 
general-which would be time enough, 
and not too much. It would so far sepa- 
rate the elections that all tenses of cacite- 

ment and irritation attaching to either one 
woulcl be kept away from the other, ~nct 



that would enable us to elect municipal 
ofllcers on the principles on which, alone, 
they ought to be elected-personal cx- 
c*ellcnoc and the wishes of the voters with 
regard to the candidates themselves, with- 
out any political issue being involved. 

I feel a doubt also in regard to another 
subject. Does the amendment, as it is 
framed, ,go far enough ? Does it nccessa- 
rily include all county officers? Does it 
include prothonotaries of courts-if it be 
the desire of the Convention that they 
should be elected? That consideration 
opens up, at once, a new subject. It may 
he that this Convention, in its wisdom, 
may hereafter so frame the organic law 
that the prothonotaries and clerks of the 
t;ourts may be appointed by the courts 
whose business they attend to. If that 
course be pursued, of course thilt consid- 
eration takes care of itself. But if the 
prothonotaries are to be elected by the 
people, there is no reason in the world 
why they should not be elected at what is 
cralled the municipal election. On the 
contrary there is every reason why they 
should be. Why should t,he election of 
prothonotaries, registers of wills, or re- 
corders of deeds-and they all stand in 
the same category-be involved in any 
question of State or federal politics? 
Surely these offices are of as vital impor- 
tance asanyof the municipal ofrices; then 
why not include all this class of offices, 
the sheriffs,the countycommissioners,&a.? 
Why not, while we are about it, express 
our determination to separate, a?~~olutely, 
the discussion of thequalificationsof local 
oflicers, who have merely local duties to 
perform, from all political influence, ma- 
king them absolutely independent of po- 
litical opinion, and reducing the issue in 
such eases to the simple and stmightfor- 
ward questions, “ishe honest ?” “is he ca- 
pable?” and “is he a friend to the Consti- 
tution?” It seems tome that every reason 
that could be advanced in favor of elect- 
ing what are called elective municipal of- 
ficers at different times and different 
places from the goneral State and federal 
election, clearly point to the propriety of 
including the officers I have named, and 
1 hope the amendment will be somodified. 

I would suggest to the gentleman over 
the way (Mr. Andrew Reed) that he 
make the time at least four months in- 
stead of two months. Two months is too 
short a time to divide these elections; 
three months is not long enough ; four 
months, however, will besufficient. Then 
allow the Legislature to fix the day for 

each county, and we will, in this manncr, 
reach a result that will in every may meet 
the wishes and the nocessitics of the peo- 
plc of the different sections of t,he State. 

Mr. AXDREW REED. I would like to 
gratify the gentleman, (Mr. Diddle,) but 
1 had it originally at three months, andat 
the solicitation of several gentlemen who 
preferred a shorter time, 1 changed it to 
two. The time now fixed by the general 
law is February, which is three months 
from the general election day appointed for 
the whole State. For myself I have no ape- 
Gal wish in the matter. The Convention 
can act as it sees fit in regard toit. hfyonly 
anxiety is to see something done that will 
be acceptable. I have no particular de- 
sire to force any special day upon the 
Convention for adoption. The present 
time, by the general law, is three months 
and I do not care to curtail it. 

Mr. CUYLER. I confess my surprise 
that there should be a lingering doubt 
oxisting in the minds of members of this 
Convention, 3s to the propriety of two 
elections, as to the desirability separating 
t,hc election for municipal officers from 
the clcction for federal and State officers. 
That much bad government and misrule 
has becn perpctusted in the city, which I 
have the honor to represent, on this floor, 
I think every impartial person, and cl-cry 
disinterested citizen of Philadeldhia will 
bear mc witness. 

The specious argument that a federal 01 
State election is at hand, that we cannot 
afford at such a time, to depart from the 
rigid tics of party, that however much 
we may condemn individual nominees in 
any particular instance, wo ciln not afford 
to vote against them, because by so doing 
we shall imperil a great principle in- 
volved in the election of the federal or 
State ticket, has been used so often, so 
triumphantly, and so ruinously, in the 
city of Philadelphia, that no disinterested 
observer can, for a moment, doubt what 
the course of this Convention ought to be. 

I have seen-we have all of us seen- 
convicted thieves and felons elected to 
office, in this city, by the votes of high 
minded and honorable citizens of Phila- 
delphia, because the powor of party was 
so strong that gentlemon could not rise 
above it, to cast their votes in accordance 
with their consciences, instead of in ac- 
cordance with the requircmonts of party 
politics. 

Contemplate for a moment what is 
wrapped up in a municipal election in 
the city of Philadelphia. That city has 



wealth of the State. Its municipal leg@- 
lature legislates upon questions that more 
vitally affeot the happiness, the personal 
comfort and the enjoyment of lifeof the 
citizen than any question which ever 
(33mes before the Legislature of the State 
or the Congress of the United’States. All 
that has to do with the comfort of our 
homes, with the laws of our city and the 
protection which they afford to life and 
property, with the lighting and cleaning 
of our city, with all the innumerable mat- 
ters that conduce to comfortable living 
and enjoyment of life,,rest in the hands 
of our municipal legislature. That mu- 
nicipal legislature levies more than eleven 
millions of dollars of taxes, far exceeding 
in amount the tax levied on the Common- 
wealth at large. It touches us, therefore, 
in the largest possible degree, in our pro- 
perty itself as well as in the enjoyment 
of that property. 

Why, then, should the citizens of Phila- 
delphia not have the opportunity to re- 
move from their local elections all influ- 
ences of State or federal politics, of sitting 
calmly down and asking themselves 
whether those whom they propose to elect 
to O&XX of honor and trust are fitted to 
perform the duties of these offloes falth- 
fully, honestly and eficiently? Is it not 
of all possible importance to the tax-pay- 
ers of a great city like this, that these 
questions of greatevenof vital interest- 
touching so closely their happinsss and 
their property, should be separated from 
all other questions whatever? There 
ought to be a time when we can sit down 
and review our position as a city tilmly 
and dispassionately, without feeling the 
force of any iniluences that may affect the 
soundnessof ourjudgment with reference 
to our votes and with reference to the ef- 
fects which these votes may produce, so 
that we may not in our anxiety for the 
sucoesz of a political party or a polltieal 
issue, do that which our calmer judgment 
and more mature reflection upon our ma- 
terial interests would teach us not to do. 
We have tried the experiment. This city 
has had separate elections before now. In 
1854, and in 1857 and 1858, we had a spring 
election in the month of May, and I think 
those who recur to the experience of that 
election will bear me witness that it was 
found to work wisely-that it created a 
certain independence of party politics in 

the administration of local government. 
That, however, did not suit the interests 

_ 

t that state of things to continue. - They 
must interfere with them. They must 
take away these spring elections and, ap- 
pealing to the Legislature to abolish it, 
must place us where we would be brought 
into contact with all those influences that 
surround ‘thiu fall elections. 

I therefore am wholly and heartily in 
favor of having as absolute a separation as 
it is poszlble for us to procure, between 
the election of those officers who have to 
deal with the administration of municipal 
afTairs and those who have to deal with 
our State and federal politics. So far as 
the particular amendment to the amend- 
ment is concerned, I was one of thosewho 
suggested to the gentleman who offered 
it (Mr. Andrew Reed) a modification of 
the time from two to three months, but, 
upon reflection, I agree with Mr. Biddle, 
that a longer time is demanded, and I 
think that four months becomes import- 
ant. I trust the gentleman will consent 
to have the amendment so modified. 

The objection to the original amend- 
ment of Mr. Broomall was that while it 
speciously held out attractive promises to 
us, it left us wholly at the mercy of the 
Legislature, and this we can remedy by 
the amendment now pending. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I desire to ask whether 
it would be in order to modify my amend- 
ment, by accepting the amendment of 
the gentleman from Mifflin. (Mr. An- 
drew Rsed.) 

The PRESIDENT. It will be in order. 
Mr. BR~OMALL. I will then accept the 

idea of the gentleman from Mifflin (Mr. 
Andrew Reed) in regird to modifying 
my amendment, and inserting four 
months instead of three months. 

This, it seems to me, will meet the views 
of the gentlemen whohave addressed the 
Convention upon the subject, most of 
whom desire a longer time than three 
months. I agree with everything that has 
been said about keeping the two elections 
entirely separate, and having them so far 
apart that one will not influence the other. 
I have very little choice as to whether the 
amendment, as modified, is carriedor not. 
I know that in many counties of the State, 
and especially in my own county, there 
would be a disposition to retain the power 
to make the change, but the day suggese 
ed suits the people of my district, as far 
as I know, well enough. I trust that the 
yote upon this question will be a test vote 
upon the question whether the Legisla- 

nearly one-fourth the population’of ‘the of politicians. There was too much at 
State ; it has nearly one-fifth the a,sses&h ’ stake here for them to lust for to nermit 

. 
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tnre is to have the power of changing 
t.hc time of election or whether it is to be 
fixed upon the same day throughout all 
the cities and counties of the State. 

The PRESIDENT. Is the amendment to 
the amendment withdrawn? 
+ Mr. ANDREXV REED. I do not withdraw 
the time designated in my amendment, 
viz : Three months. 

The PRESIDENT. The gentleman can 
modify the amendment, by striking out 
four months &d inserting three. 

Mr. ANDREW REED. I then make that 
motion. 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. President : I am en- 
tirely opposed to the amendment, because 
it is uot calculated in its nature to remedy 
that evil which we are seeking to correct. 
We are already entering the time of po- 
litic&l agitations, and it strikes me if we 
really and sincerely desire to effebt re- 
liu~~i m our elections that we should keep 

,onr elections six or seven months apart 
from the federal eIection. I hope this 
(‘onvention will not open the doors to spe- 
(*ix1 legislation uulessit becomes absolute- 
Iv necessary. 

Mr. ANDREW REED. The gentleman 
who last addressed the Convention has 
said that these elections should be six or 
st’vcn months apart. I would like to 
know how they could be seven months 
apart, for, according to my idea of the 
year, it is composed of but twelve months, 
and it would be utterly impossible to 
make the eleY$ions seven months apart. 
Six jnouths is the furthest number we can 
jrtlopt, and if such an amendment was 
adopted the election would fall on one 
particular day. Three months will take 
the election to February, and if we make 
it four months, why that will bring it to 
March, which month, we heard on this 
Aoor the other day, when the main resolu- 
tion was being discussed, would not be 
acceptable to the lumber and certain 
other counties of the State. I think, Mr. 
President, without enlarging further upon 
the remarks I have already submitted to 
the Convention, that three months after 
the general election will be a time accepta- 
I)le to all the interests of the State. 

Mr. EWING. Mr. President: It strikes 
me that when the committee reported 
this section they acted very wisely. The 
reasons for having a general day of elec- 
tion for municipal ofices throughout the 
State are numerous. Wewant, in the first 
place, to avoid all local legislation as far 
as possible, and now, if the Convention 
leaves this matter open to the Legislature 

to fix a certain day for elections for one 
county, and another day for another coun- 
ty, there will be fifty, or even a hundred, 
different laws in regard to the time pf 
holding municipal elections. I think it is 
highly important to have a uniform time 
throughout the State in which officers 
shall take their seats, and a general law 
by which to accomplish this purpose. If 
different days are selected for all the va- 
rious counties in the State there will, of 
necessity, have to be as many Iaws regu- 
lating the holding of the elections, or the 
time at which the officers of any particu- 
lar city, township or district shall assume 
their official position. It seems to me 
that our Philadelphia friends in the Con- 
vention have been endeavoring to give US 
some instructions in regard to elections. 
In other parts of the State it would seem 
that we are altogether innocent, for we 
certainly are pnacquainted with all the 
election frauds, such as repeating and bal- 
lot-box stuffing, complained of so much 
here in Philadelphia. It seems to be con- 
fined entirely to this city, and we are 
somewhat afraid, if the Convention de- 
cides to create different days of election 
throughout the State, that we will suffer 
the same evils of this colonization of vo- 
ters which has been referred to so often 
on this floor. 

We want to avoid this probability, if it 
is at all possible, and not incurthe danger 
of having our section of the Stale colon- 
ized by another in times of important 
elections. In fact, although it has never 
been suggested, yet I have heard it in- 
timated much nearer homo, that this has 
already been done, and some of us believe 
it. But, Mr. President, in regard to the 
amendments that have been offered here 
allowing the Legislature to fix different 
days for the elections in the ditrerent 
counties, I must say that I am opposed 
to them. I am still further opposed to 
the amendment which proposes that these 
elections shall not be within four months 
of the general election, for I am satisfied 
that it will not be as acceptable to the 
people of my part of the State, and par- 
ticularly in my own county, and the cities 
of Pittsburg and Sllegheny, as if the 
whole matter was left entirely open. 
Some of the members in this discussion 
have said that if the time of holding these 
elections is not distantly removed from 
the time of the gene’ral election, that all 
the turmoil and political excitement ac- 
companying a general election will ?>e 
the result. Now, sir, is that the fact ? 
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My observation has been that immedi- 
ately after a general election has taken 
place there is little or no political excite- 
ment, and that it is the quietest time of 
the entire year. The local election in the 
city of Pittsburg occurred just four weeks 
after the presidential election last year, 
aud the city of Allegheny held its election 
two or three weeks later, and yet I ven- 
ture to say that at no time in the history 
of those cities has there been an election 
held during which there has been less 
party spirit, and where the people paid 
les3 attention to their party ties, than in 
these late elections in that part of our 
State. There never was an election held 
iu the State in which less attention was 
paid to it, and, as a consequence, we were 
able to elect better men than we would 
have been six months afterwards. This 
has been our experience, and I cannot see 
any good reason for changing the provi- 
sion as it now stands and as it was report- 
ed by the Committee on Suffrage and 
Election. 

Mr. MANTOR. Mr. President : I desire 
to say a word on this amendment. There 
seems to be a conflict of opinion existing 
between our friends from Philadelphia 
in relation to the time of holding this 
spring election. I would say for one, as a 
representative of the western counties, 
and I believe I speak the sentiment, too, 
of a very large majority of those counties, 
that they desire this question so decided, 
that there shall be a uniform day for 
holding this,election, whether it shall oc- 
cur in the month of February or in the 
month of March. For my own part, I am 
in favor of placing this matter as far re- 
moved from the Legislature as it can be. 
I do not desire to occupy the time of this 
Convention at this time with any argu- 
ment upon this subject ; I only desire to 
say that I think I speak the sqntimcnt of 
a very large majority of the people of the 
western portion of this State, when I say 
that they.desire, first, that the time for 
holding the spring elections shall be de- 
cided by this Convention and removed 
fromthe Legislature, and, second, that the 
clay for holding that election shall be uni- 
form throughout the Commonwealth. 

Mr. DARLINQTON. Mr. President: I 
would not pretend to make any further 
remarks upon this subject, but I cannot 
close my eyes to the fact that there seems 
to be a very considerable majority of this 
Convention in favor of separating the 
county, city, township and borough elec- 
tions from the general elections. I think, 

however, that this might be done in a 
little more concised form than either the 
proposition of the Committee on Suffrage 
or any of the amendments that have been 
off’cred upon the floor. I do not intend 
to make a speech upon this subject, but 
simply to read what I have placed upon 
paper, which I think will accomplish all 
that isdesired, and which I intend to offer 
upon the proper occasion. 

Elections for city, county, borough and 
township officers shall be held in the re- 
spective cities and counties at such times, 
not within three months of the time fixed 
for the general election, as the Legisla- 
ture shall by law prescribe. 

This will accomplish the idea which is 
sought by several of the speakers, to sepa- 
rate the general from the municipal and 
county elections, and yet nil1 leave it to 
the Legislature to fix whatever day will 
be most convenient for the counties and 
tnunicipalities which may ask for any 
particular time. One day will suit one 
county, another day will suit a different 
county. But let all the elections in the 
county be on the szitme day. 

I propose to offer this amendment when 
the others are disposed of. 

Mr. ~1xPSON. hIr. President: I did 
not intend to make another speech upon 
this question, and would not add another 
word to what I have already said mere 
it not for the extraordinary statements 
contained in the remarks of my colleague 
from Philadelphia (Mr. Cuyler.) I feel 
called upon, in behalf of the fair fame of 
Philadelphia, to deny these statements 
in toto. I deny that any convicted felon 
has ever beenelected by the people of this 
city to any officz. We had, it is true, 
spring elections, commencing in June, 
1854, under the act of consolidation, and 
continued from May, lS55, down to 1SFO. 
And who does not recollect that there was 
taken from the people, by the Legisla- 
ture, during the time of holding these 
very spring elections, the appointment or 
election of members of the board of guard- 
ians of thepoor, of prison inspectors, and 
of members of the board of health. Why ? 
Because the men who were selected in the 
various wards to fill these different posi- 
tions were so notorious in their character 
and so prostituted the offices to which they 
were elected as to make them a reproach 
to the people. That was when we had 
spring elections, sir, elections far removed 
from the influence of politics, and when 
the general election was not an involved 
question. Yet in 1860 the Legislature, I 
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think wisely, abolished that election, and polls to vote. He deliberately stood rip 
we have had no such public reproach and scratched his ticket, as he said, to ob- 
since. viate the disagreeable necessity of voting 

I only rose more particularly, ;Ilr. Pre- for a gentleman whose name was on the 
sident, to deny the assertion of my col- ticket, and at the same time said that from 
league, (Mr. Cuyler,) as no other Phila- party necessity he could not vote for the 
delphian saw proper to do so, that Phila- opponent of the man whose name he 
delphia was in the habit of electing con- erased from his ticket, although he be- 
victed felons to ofice. lievcd him to be eminently fitted for the 

Mr. TEMPLE. &lr. President : 1 desire position for which he was a candidate. 
to say that I thoroughly agree with the You will see that there are times when 
report of the committee. For my part I the people of Philadelphia, although they 
cannot see any good in any of the amend- go to the polls and vote, do not express 
ments that have been offered. It seems their honest sentiments. We all know 
to me to be the desire of, I believe, a very the infirmities of human nature. \Ve 
large majority of the honest voters of the know we are all constituted in one dire<;- 
city of Philadelphia to separate the elec- tion. We want to elect the person who is 
tions in this city, and to hare all of our nominated by our party for a high and 
municipal officers elected 01: a different honorable and responsible position, and 
day from that on which the State and na- we overlook these minor offices. It is no 
tional officers are voted for. unusual thing in the city of Philadelphia, 

It shall be no part of my duty, neither and I desire to call to it the attention of 
is it my desire to speak harshly of any our friends from the country, that men of 
branch of our city government. I will the lowest character are nominated for 
not rc-iterate what was said here a few office by both political parties. There in 
days ago in reference to the councils of the no doubt about that. The great majority 
city of Philadelphia, because I know that of the office holders of the rity of Phila- 
there are very many good and honest citi- delphia- mean those who have held our 
zens of Philadelphia representing her in city and county offices of trust for the last 
both branches of our city council. Nei- ten or twelve years-are men whom no 
ther will I undertake to say at this time, one of us would trust in a business tranr- 
ill justification of 30. Cuyler’s remarks, action. Kot one of us would so trust 
that there has ever been a felon elected them. But they secure party nomina- 
to a position in this city. But I will go so tions, and then they cry, “the party will 
far as to say, and I think that in so domg be defeated if you defeat us.” It is then 
I will be borne out by the judgment of a said, “if vou defeat me, my friend will 
tnajority of the people of the city of Phila- turn around and defeat the persons you 
delphia, that there are men who have want elected,” men who are honest’ and 
been elected to office in tllismunicipality, who ought to be elected. 
and even to high official trusts who should How are we to obviate the difficulty? 
have been in the penitentiary if they have I sincerely believe that if we separate 
not been there, and who shouldhave been our elections, if we give the people of 
convicted if they never were placed in Philadelphia an opportunity to vote for 
the felon’s dock. There is no doubt of municipal and county officers on a differ- 
the fact that many have only escaped de- ent day from that on which the State and 
served punishment by formal technicali- national elections are held that this diffi- 
ties of law, and this I suppose even my culty can bc obviated. I remember very 
colleague (Mr. Simpson) will not deny. well the time of which my friend from 

Thisisnot owing, however, tothe people Philadelphia (Mr. Simpson) speaks. But 
of Philadelphia. They are not responsi- in those days there was a different class of 
ble for this state of things. That responsi- men in our city legislaturo. I romem bez 
bility rests with a classof people known in when Mr. Cuylorwas there. I remember 
this city and in all other large cities as when the late George M. Wharton was in 
“trading politicians.” I need only refer our city council, and I suppose it is not 
to one instance that occurred in the last disparaging to the gentlemen who hold 
three or four months in the city of Phila- this position now, to say, that WC all lrno~ 
delphia, It was just on the evo of the that the gentlemen who held the position 
presidential election when a certain gen- of city councilmen, in Philadelphia, in 
tleman of distinction and honor in this those days, were better fitted for their 
community, a representative man of trusts than they are at present. 1 believe 
large and varied interests, went to the that if there was a meeting of our coun- 
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cils called to-day that they would have 
to go beyond the city of Philadelphia to 
find some of their members. It is a 
notorious fact, it is in historical proof, 
that they would have to go outside of the 
city of Philadelphia if they wanted to find 
some of their members if they were to 
call a meeting ; and articles of impeach- 
ment, I understand, are at this moment 
preferred against some of them, because 
they have been indicted by a grand jury 
of this county for keeping gambling 
houses. 

In thus speaking I do not refer to the 
great majority of our city councilmen. 
The-v are reputable citizens. Three of’ 
them are in this body, and they are good, 
honest and true citiaeYs ; men worthy to 
represent the people in either branch of 
that body. .But we all know that there 
are a great many bad persens elected to 
that position as to all others. Now it is 
an easy matter, if you refer this matter to 
the Legislature, and give it power over 
the time of holding elections, for that 
body to change the day of holding the 
election and make as many different 
lays of election as there are counties in 
the Commonwealth. What will be the 
result of it? It is easily explained. In 
crery county in the State when a person 
is defeated for office, he would rush up to 
the Legislature and say: “1 want the 
clay for holding our elections changed,” 
and it would be so decided. That is often 
done. Gentlemen on this floor, expe- 
rienced in the legisiation of Pennsylvania, 
know that it is a fact, that politicians, 
when they are defeated in certain coun- 
ties for office, will rush to Harrisburg and 
say to their friends : “ I want the day for 
holding elections in our county&changed;” 
nnd it is done. 

What would be the result of diKerent 
days for spring elections in the various 
counties and municipalities of the Com- 
monwealth ? Why if you hold an elec- 
tion in this city in February, and in Pit& 
burg in March, there would be no such 
thing as holding a fair election on either 
day. It would be utterly impossible. 
When Pittsburg was ready to vote all 
the emisaries of the politicians would be 
in Philadelphia, and they would take out 
to Pittsburg the men who here corrupt 
the ballot, to there defeat an honest ex- 
preszion of the people’s w-ill. The same 
influence would control Philadelphia, 
and might probably reach the city of 
Scranton, where I believe fraud has been 
introduced as an element of elections. 

But it you adopt the report of the com- 
mittee and fix a uniform day for holding 
elections, from one end of the State to the 
other, you defeat all U]is organized sys- 
tem of fraud as far as the importation of 
foreign and unlawful voters is concerned. 
If we have fair election laws persons do 
not have an opportunity to emigrate from 
one portion of the Stat,e to another. It is 
the only way by wrhich we can have an 
expression of the will of the people 
through the ballot-box, and for that rea- 
son, and for the reasons I have stated, I 
am in favor of the original report of the 
committee, and against these amend- 
ments. 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President: I suppose 
that if any one particular subject, more 
than any other, influenced the people of 
this State in calling this Convention to- 
gether, il was the evil of special legisla- 
tion. Yet here is a proposition to author- 
ize the Legislature to legislate specially, 
at all times, on a matter that has given 
about as much trouble as any other sub- 
ject, and which is most dangerous and 
pernicious-the subject of local elections. 
Members of the Convention, 1 find, are 
fully impressed with the importance of 
restricting special legislation on this sub- 
ject. Other States have done much in 
this direction. Iu Illinois they specially 
included in the list of things upon which 
the General Assembly shall not pass spe- 
cial laws this very subject of the election 
of city, borough and township officers. 
That must there be done by general laws 
and general provisions. In the considera- 
tion which the Convention there gave to 
the subject of special legislation, they de- 
termined that neither in whole or in part , 
should the Legislature, by special laws, 
affect this question of local elections. 

I find, also, in looking over the report 
from the Committee on Legislation that 
this subject was before them and they 
recommend the abolition of all special 
legislation, and if the proposition, as it 
comes from them, is adopted by the Con- 
vention, it will be of no effect in case the 
amendment now pending is passed, but 
the Legislature will in the future, as they 
have done in the past, make election laws 
for every county in the State. 

The gentleman from Indiana (Mr. 
White) has introduced a series of resolu- 
tions, which have been referred to the 
Judiciary Committee, and among them is 
one forbidding the passage of any local 
law regulating the election of borough or 
township &lcew. 

l 

, 
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Two other gentlemen have introduced source than the learned and distinguished 
similar propositions, which1 haven&iced gentleman from the First district, (Mr. 
among the resolutions which have been Biddlc,) that in fixing the day of holding 
offered in Convention. It seems to me our spring electionswe encroach too closely 
then that the sense of the Convention is upon matters of legislat,ion, and exceed 
clearly against special legislation, and if what should be a limitation of constitrr- 
we remit this question again to the Legis- tional provision. 
latura we will defeat one of the purposes Now, sir, we have already fixed a day 
for which we came here, which is to make for holding our fall elections, and in doing 
gcncral laws and put an end to this sys- so the Convention has already determined 
tern of special legislation which has been this question, and if it be a mistake ic is 
the bane of the State for years. one already made. Eut I do not think it 

I therefore will oppose this amendment. a mistake. If the Convention can fix a 
I do not quite like the day proposed in month as the period in which an election 
the section. We in Pittsburg would rath- shall be held, or can limit the Legislature 
cr have the election on the second day to ten months in the pear, why may we 
of January, but if the day suits thepeople not name the day? And why should a 
a11 over the State better than any other Convention that has come to be called in 
day, that is a question that will come up advance--and Ihope the end may jnxtif’y 
hereafter. For the present I will say that the designation-a “reform ” Convention, 
I hope this amendment will be defeated, not seek to accomplish a rheasure of rc- 
and a section fixmg the day for borough form in elections, even if it requires us re, 
and county elections will be Pascal by fix the days for holding them? 
this Convention. Now the objection to which I allude, RS 

Mr. DALLAS. Mr. President : I desire suggested by the gentlemau from Phila- 
to add but a very few words to this al- delphia, (Mr. Biddle,) I think is an- 
ready very long discussion. I have heard swered by re-calling the main pnrpost: 01’ 
rlothing, for my part, in the discussion a Constitution. It iS t0 fix OUr gOVel%- 
which has taken place to change the view ment21 system in all cardinal poinls, and 
I originally took of it, that is, that upon in doing this the first thing to be detcr- 
the main question our general and munici- mined is what officers shall constitulc, 
pal elections should be sepzrato ; and the the government? Then, how shall they 
municipal elections should be held on one be chosen? And then, what shall they tlct? 
uniform day throughout the State ; first, Jdct me ask, then, if we can properly fix 
to prevent the evil of colonization within how our officers shall be chosen,and with 
the State, and, second, for the purpose of what duties and powers they shall )jc2 
preventing badmen from thrusting them- charged,then why should we not provitica 
selves into local office upon general politi- the time at which they shall be chosen, 
calissues. I do not, however, purpose to w7hich, I think, has been already shown 
.say a single other word in enforcement, of by several delegates upon this floor to hc 
these positions. They have been su&- as important a matter as either of the 
cxlcntly enlarged upon, and are fully nn- others? 
dcrstood by the Convention, and, I think, Mr. CURTIN. Mr. President: In the 
ha?-e had their proper inflacnce with printed propositions made by the variour 
every member of this body. committees important changes have been 

I am wholly opposed to the adoption of proposed, not only in the manner of clect- 
any amendment to the report of this corn- ing but appointing municipal and ton-n- 
mittee, and I trust that every gentleman ship officers. We may, perhaps, propose 
in this Convention, who agrees with me, changes to the people in referenae to the 
will not fail to see that we should not frit- manner of selecting these various officers, 

0 ter away our strength by voting for any and it seems to mo until WC definitely 
one of these amendments, but should get settle what officers we require, and where: 
at once, or as soon as possible, to the re- WC lodge the appointing power, and the 
port of this very able committee of fifteen selection of officers, whether by election 
of our members, who themselves have or appointment, that this debate is prc- 
doubtless carefully considered it and have mature, and I therefore move to postpone 
united upon the section of the article that the subject for the present. 
ia before us. The mot,ion was not agreed to. 

But perhaps it is necessary to remove >fr.CORSOh-. Mr. President : I w:~h iu 
from the minds of some gentlemen the favor of the motion made by the ge~;rlc- 
ob,jection that comes from no lens ab!e :I man from Centre (MI. Curtin.) I thilsk 



CONSTITUTI0NA.L CONVENTION. 30s 

there are reasons why this question should 
not be further discussed at this time ; and 
I think if the distinguished gentleman 
had made his remarks earlier in this dis- 
cussion he certainly would have carried 
this motion, whichmust prevail evcntual- 
ly, because we cannot, by action at this 
time upon thisquestion, put into form and 
embody into a Constitution thegreat work 
which is sought to be accomplished by the 
distinguished gentleman from Philadel- 
phia, who has so ably discussed this ques- 
tion in the Convention. We must have a 
report from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, because, if that committee report, 
and if the Convention accept the proposi- 
tion by which the judges of the State of 
Pennsylvania shal& be elected, there is 
everpy reason why that election should not 
be separated from the national politics of 
the day, and if so then this provision, 
which has been reported by the Commit- 
tee on Suffrage, will have to be amended 
and enlarged. 

But coming to the question as it is now 
presented: We have here the gentlemen 
from Philadelphia criminating and re- 
criminating each other as partisans. We 
have here gentlemen saying they have 
elected to oflice convicted thieves, and 
others saying that if they have not been 
cxmvicted they ought to have been-for that 
seems to be the only question between 
them-whether they were convicted or not 
cxmvicted thieves who were elected. Now 
if this proposition gives as many election 
days as we have counties in the Common- 
wealth of Pennsyl+ania, it only affords an 
opportunity for the election of 90 many 
more convicted or unconvicted thieves. 
If they give us a uniform election day in. 
the State of Pennsylvania, there will be 
less pmbability of such customers succesd- 
ing at a general or special election. 

It does seem to me that if the good peo- 
ple of Montgomery county desire to hold 
t,heir election separate from the general 
election day, they ought to have it upon 
the same day that the people of Philadel- 
phia hold their election, so that the citi- 
zens of the latter place will have their 
hands full to attend to their own business, 
and not come up and interfere with us. 

I am not one of those who are distressed 
much about this question of elections, be- 
cause as you, Mr. President, very well 
know, in the country districts election 

day is really the quietest day of ~hc yc::r. 
In our county there are no such things as 
disturbances, as election frauds and car- 
ruption and the manipulation of returns. 
Such a thing never was heard of. In our 
county and in the adjacent county of 
Chester, and En all the country districts, I 
am speaking now with reference to the 
eastern part of Pennsylvania, there is IN 
such thing as fraud at elections. It is 
something unknown to us. It comes to 
us from the gentlemen of Philadelphia, 
and one might suppose, after listening to 
these gentlemen who represent this city, 
that we were here to frame a law to pre- 
vent crime and fraud in their city, when, 
in fact, we are here to lay down certain 
broad and fundamental principles for the 
government of the people of the whole 
State, and there is no reason why, as 1 
said before, that the people from Juniata, 
which my friend (Mr. Andrew Reed) 
represents, should hold their elections in 
February, and the people of another coml- 
ty in March, even if they do go down on 
boats and do not get back in time to vote. 
They can afford to pass one day. Lei 1~s 
have a general uniform day ; but I do s;ly 
that we ought not to further consider this 
question until after we have the report 
of the Judiciary Committee. 

I make the motion, that the further dis- 
cussion upon this question be postponed 
until the Judiciary Committee rcporis, 
say one week from to-day. 

The motion was not agreed to. 
hEr. HAY. Mr. President : I move ts) 

continue the sessionfor a half an hour. 
The PRESIDENT. That motion is in or- 

der if unanimously apeeed to ; not othnr- 
wise. [“No ! no !“I 

Mr. LITTLETON. Mr. President : 1 
move to postpone the present subject for 
two minutes, 

T~~PREsIDENT. That will be in cr)r- 
rect form if it is a motion to lay upon the 
table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 
The question being upon the amentl- 

ment of Mr. Reed to the amendment of 
Mr. B-roomall, to strike out “four” and 
insert “three,” it was not agreed to. 

ADJOURN>IIENT. 
The PRESIDENT. The hour ofadjourn- 

ment having arrived, this Convemion 
stands adjourned until to-morrow at 
twelve o’clock M. 
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TWENTY-SECOND DAY. 

TUESDAY, Junuury 21, 1873. 

The Convention met at twelve o’clock M. 
Rev. JAXES W. CUERY offered prayer, 

as follows : 
We look unto Thee this morning, Al- 

mighty Father, not only as our Creator, 
but as our Preserver and great Redeemer. 
Regard us in pity and in compassion, and 
forgive us all wherein we have sinned. 
Cleanse us from everything that we do 
displeasing to Thee, and prepare us to en- 
joy Thy presence and Thy grace while 
here in the world, so that each one of us 
may be at last prepared to enjoy Thy 
presence, andThyglory in Thy kingdom, 
which Thou hast preparedfor us, through 
Jesus Christ Thy Son. 

This morning we especially ask Thy 
blessing upon the Chief Executive newly 
inaugurated this day to take charge of 
the atrairs of our Commonwealth. Make 
his administration one of profit and of in- 
terest to all those whom he may represent 
and preside over as the chief ruler and 
magistrate. Do Thou bless him in all his 
official acts, and do Thou grant that our 
beloved State may prosper during his 
term of office. Hear us in this our morn- 
ing petition, and accept us through Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

The Journal of yesterday was then read 
and approved. 

EMPLOYEES OF THE CONVENTION. 

The PRESIDENT submitted to the Con- 
vention the following report of the Chief 
Clerk : 
To Hon. WM. M. MEREDITH, 

tie&dent of Colwtitutional Convention : 
SIR :-In obedience to a resolution of 

the Convention, passed on the twentieth, 
instant, I have the honor to report that 
the following persons have been appointed 
by :nc and are now in the employ of the 
C’onvention, viz : 

John Switzer, fireman, at $3 50 per day ; 
.Joseph Eberoll, janitor, at $3 00 per day ; 
James Craig, janitor, at $3 00 per day; 
Powell De France, page, (assigned to the 
coat room) at $!2 00 per day; pages, at 
$1 50 per day : Frank M’Reynolds, Pur- 
hey Myers, David P. Skerritt, Thomas 

Simpson, Charles Moore, J. B. Allen, 
Thomas D. M’Gilway, Wm. A. Cassadg, 
Frank Berlin. 

In addition to the above I am informed 
that the following persons, now engaged 
in the service of the Convention, were 
employed by the House Committee, viz : 
Joseph Patterson, night watchman, at 
$3 50 per day ; James Chambers, fireman, 
without a fixed compensation ; Josephine 
Thompson, for cleaning ,the house, $13 00 
per day, which includes the pay of her 
assistants. 

The total number of employees is six- 
teen, (16,) exclusive of the assistants en- 
gaged for house cleaning purposes. 

Respectfully submitted. 
D. I,. IMBRIF, 

Chief Clci- k. 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, 

Philadelphia, January 21, 187.7. I 

REPORT OF THE CIIIEF CLERK. 

Mr. JOSEPH BAILY. I offer the follow- 
ing resolution, and move that the insruo- 
Sons contained therein be communicated 
to the Committee’ on Accounts and Ex- 
penditures : 

Resolved, That the report of the Clerk 
be referred to the Committ,eeon Sccountn 
and Expenditures, with instructions to 
ascertain whether the number of em- 
ployees, and the compensation allowed 
to them, are necessary and proper for the 
convenience and comfort of this Conven- 
tion, and to report the result of their de- 
liberations to this Convention, with such 
recommendations as they may deem ad- 
visable. 

The motion was agreed to. 

MEMORIAL OF TlIE SOCIETY OF FRIENIK. 

The PRESIDENT submitted the follow- 
ing memorial to the Convention : 

To the Convention of Delegates elected to 
rev&e the Constitution of the 8tate of 
PennsyZvania, now sitting in PJiiZadel- 
pJtia : 
The memorial of the representatives of 

the Religious Society of Friends in Penn- 
iylvania respectfully showeth : 

That in the Declaration of Rights, article 
nine, of the present Constitution, it is de- 



clared, section three, iL That all men have 
a natural and indefeasible right to worship 
Almghty God according to the dictates of 
their own consciences; that no man can be 
compelled to attend, erect or support any 
place of worship, or maintain any ministry 
against his consent ; no human authority 
can, in any case whatever, control or inter- 
fere with the rights of conscience, and no 
preference shall ever be given by law to 
any religious establishments or modes of 
worship.” And in section twenty-six of the 
same article is the following clause, that : 
‘6 To guard against transgressions of the 
high powers which we have delegated, 
we declare that every thing in this article 
is excepted out of the general powers of 
government, and shall forever remain in- 
violate.” These wise and just provisions 
are, however, practically rendered null 
and void, so far as they relate to those 
who are conscientiously restrained from 
bearing arms, or in any way contributing 
towards military preparations or purposes, 
by the last sentence of section two of arti- 
cle six, which says: “Those conscien- 
tiously scrupulous to bear arms shall not 
be compelled to do so, but shall pay an 
equivalent for personal service.” 

We respectfully represent that as the 
Society of Friends from its beginning- 
now more than two hundred years-has 
believed that duty to Christ, the Prince 
of Peace, withholdsthem from participat- 
ing in, or giving aid or support to war- 
like measures of any kind ; m like man- 
ner they have believed they cannot con- 
sistently pay for others to do that which 
they believe to be wrong, nor voluntarily 
give an equivalent for permission to ex- 
ercise the rights of conscience. 

To us it appears clear, that requiring 
from cjtizens an equivalent for exemption 
from services which they are restrained 
from performing by their religious princi- 
ples, is as ,direct an infringement of the 
rights of conscience guaranteed by the 
Constitution, as it would be to mulct them 
in damages for not attending, erecting or 
supporting other places of worship beside 
their own, or for maintaining any other 
part of their religious faith, and that by 
every fair construction the clause requir- 
ing it in.section second of article sixis 
manifestly at variance with section twen- 
ty-sixth of article nine, which declares 
that everything in that article-including 
liberty of conscience-is excepted out of 
the general powers of government, and 
shall forever remain inviolate. 

Friends are ever willing and ready to 
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support the civil government under which 
they live, and to contribute their full share 
towards defraying its expenses and con- 
ducing to the common weal. The discip- 
line of the society enjoins this on all its 
members. Their whole history shows 
that they willingly obey all laws which 
do not contravene the requirements of the 
gospel as they understand and believe 
them ; and that where active compliance 
cannot be thus yielded they patiently 
suffer the penalties imposed. 

That part of the section which requires 
an equivalent to be paid for not perform- 
ing military service has caused, and 
while it is retained, will, in all probabil- 
ity, continue to cause, those who cannot 
conscientiously comply with it, to suffer 
loss and distress in both property and per- 
son, by the penalty inflicted being en- 
forced by process of law. The execution 
of the militia laws, enacted at different 
times, has subjected Friends in this State 
liable thereto, to imprisonment and the 
sacrifice of property, amounting to many 
hundred thousands of dollars, and yet it 
is believed very little of the latter has 
ever reached the State Treasury. 

We therefore respectfully submit, that 
in the exercise of the responsible duties 
placed upon you, you may be instrumen-- 
tal in securingthe enjoyment of the 6‘ inde- 
feasible rights” of conscience to a portion 
of your religiou;ly scrupulous fellow-citi- 
zens, Friends and others, in saving them 
from undeserved penalty, and in advano- 
ing the peaceable kingdom of our Lordi 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, by erasing the 
last eight words of section second, article ~ 
six, of the Constitution, and substituting. 
therefor such an amendment as will con-. 
firm the same free exercise of conscience, 
in relation to participation in military 
measures asis grantedinall other articles 
of Christian faith. 

By so doing you will remove what we 
cannot but consider a stain upon the pre- 
sent Constitution, and restore our beloved 
State to the exalted position, for religious. 
toleration, among the governments of the 
earth, which it occupied while under the 
control of William Penn, its enlightened 
founder, and of his fellow-members of the 
Society of Friends. 

Signed on behalf and by direction of a 
meeting of the representatives aforesaid, 
held in Philadelphia, the seventeenth 
day of the first month, 1873. 

JOSEPH SCA’JTERGOOQ 
Chk. 

20 
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Mr. DARLINQTON. I move that this 
memorial be referred to the Committee 
on the Militia. 

The motion was agreed to. 

HEMORIAT, OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
WORKINoMENS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The PRESIIIENT submitted to the Con- 
vention the lollowing memorial, which 
was ordered to lie on the table : 
To the President and Members of the Con- 

vention to revise II& Constitutionof Penn- 
aylvania : 

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 20, 1873. 
GENTLEMEN :-The undersigned, a com- 

mittee appointed by the twenty-sixth sec- 
tion of the International Workingmen’s 
association, citizens of this Common- 
wealth, respectfully request an opportu- 
nity to be heard by your honorable body, 
on the subject of legislation, at such tnne 
as will be agreeable, 

DAMON Y. RlLGORE, 
Chairman. 

And thirteen others. 
Mr. WRIGHT. Mr. President: I move 

that resolution number twenty-one, to be 
found on page sixteen of the Journal of 
amendments presented in Convention, 
and suggestions made in committee, be 
withdrawn from the Committee on Legis- 
lation, to which it was referred, and be 
now referred to the Committee on Decla- 
ration of Rights. 

The motion was agreed to. 
FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. S. A, PURVIANCE. Mr. President : 
I of&r the following resolution : 

Resolved, That this Convention will ad- 
journsinedieon thefifteenthofAprilnext, 
and in order to close our labors at or before 
that time it is the sense of the Conven- 
tion that the reports of the Committees on 
rho Legislature, on Legislation, on the 
Judiciary, on Suffrage, on Corporations, 
on Public and Muuicipal Debts and 
Sinking Funds, and on Revenue, Taxa- 
tion and Finance, shall be taken up in 
the order named, or in the order in which 
they may be reported, and that each of 
s&id reportsshall be entitled to three days’ 
consideration in the committee of the 
whole, unless debate thereon should be 
sooner exhausted, and that the subjects 
which may be reported upon by other 
committees be regulated thereafter by 
further order of the Convention. 

On the question of proceeding t.o second 
reading, a division was called, resulting 
forty in the afllrrnative and thirty-nine in 
the negative. 

So the resolution was again read. 
Mr. STANTON. Mr. President : I mow 

to postpone the further consideration of 
the resolution for the present. 

Onagreeing to this motion a division 
was called, which resulted forty-live in 
the affirmative and thirty-one in the neg- 
ative. So the motion was agreed to. 

FINALVOTE ON TliE REPORT OF TKI: 
SUFFRAGE COMMITTRE. 

Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. President : I oher 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the final vote upon the 
pending Section of the report of the ConI- 
mittee on Suffrage, Election and Reprc- 
sentation be taken to-day, and that the 
hour of adjournment be postponed, if IIL’- 
cessary, for that purpose. 

The resolution was read a second time. 
On agreeing to the resolution a division 
was called, which resulted forty-four in 
the affirmative and thirty-five in the neg- 
ative. So the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. GOWEN offered the following rzso- 
tion, which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Ju- 
diciary be instructed to inquire into ant1 
report upon the expediency of so amcnd- 
ing the Constitution as to prohibit the 
Legislature from vesting in any court 01 
judge the power of appointment to any of- 
fice other than such as are necessary in 
the administration of justice in the par- 
ticular tribunal presided over by such 
court or judge. 

Mr. MACVEAC~H. Mr. President : I of- 
fer the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be 
instructed to place only reports from com- 
mitees on the files of the size of Icgisla- 
tive bills. 

The resolution was read a second t.imc. 
Mr. MACVXAGH. Mr. President : ?+fay 

I have unanimous consent to say one word 
as to the object of this resolution? 

The PRESIDEXT. The Chair will observe 
that he has already instructed the Sor- 
geant-at-Arms to place nothingoll thr: files 
but articles as reported. 

Xfr.M~cV~ac;:%. Then I mow to 1:1? 
the resolutiou on the tablo. 

The motion was agreed to. 

AMENDING RULE VII. 

Mr. MACVEAOII offered the following 
resolution, which was laid over under thr 
rules of the Convention : 

Resolved, That rule seven of the order nt 
business shall be so amended that on and 
after Monday next the sixthsub-division 
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thereof shall be first in order after the 
*Journal has been read, except on Satur- 
day of each week. 

Mr. TURRELL. Mr. President: I offer 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That this Convention will 
hereafter hold its daily sessions from 
eleven o’clock A. M. until three o’clock 
P. M. until otherwise ordered. 

Mr. DARLINC~TON. Mr. President: I 
move to amend that resolution, as fol- 
lows : 

To strike out all after the word “re- 
solved,” and insert “that on and after 
Monday next, until otherwise ordered, 
this Convention will meet at ten o’clock 
A. M. and sit until it shall be acljourned 
by the vote of the members present.” 

Mr. MACVEAQR. Mr.President : Imove 
to further amend, as follows : 

To strike out all relating to the adjourn- 
ment, and insert “that the sessions of the 
Convention shall be from teno’clock A. M. 
to two o’olock P. M.” 

Mr. DARLINGTON. Mr. President : I will 
accept that as a modification of the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. HAY. Mr. President : I would like 
to be informed whether the acceptance of 
the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Dauphin (Mr. MacVeagh) by the 
genlLeman from Chester (Mr. Darling- 
ton) relates to the postponement of the 
adjournment until Monday next and is 
to then take effect. 

Mr. MACVEACGX. Mr. President : I was 
going to make a further amendment, that 
it shall take effect from and after to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. President : Be kind 
enough to have the resolution read as 
amended. 

The PRCSIDEPFT. It is moved and set- 
onded to amend the amendment, by strik- 
ing out what relates to taking efrect on 
Monday next, and make it take efEct to- 
morrow. 

The question is on the amendment to 
the amendment. 

Mr. SrxPsos. Xi-. President: I hope 
the House will not adopt that amendment. 
I hope they will adopt the resolution as 

, amended by the gentleman from Chester, 
(Mr. Darlington.) including his accept- 
ante of t.he amendment of the gentleman 
from Dauphin (Mr. MacVcagh.) This will ^ . 
allow the committees the u& of the morn- 
ing during this week, with notice to them 
that after Mouday nest the sessions of the 
Convention will be in the mornjng, and I 
think we will‘ accomplish a great deal of 

work during the remainder of the week. 
It will leave four days in which the com- 
mittees oan sit in the morning, and they 
will have an opportunity to get a good por- 
tion of their work in shape to present to the 
Convention, and on Monday we oan oom- 
mence its consideration. 

Blr. MACVEAQH. Mr. President : I will 
withdraw my amendment, in order that 
there maybe harmony, if possible, among 
the members of the Ckmvention who are 
in favor of having four hours a day as the 
session of this body. 

Mr.Jo~n AI. WETHERILL. Mr. Presi- 
dent : I offer the following amendment : 

“And that there shall be no session of 
the Convention on Saturday.” 

[So! no! Yes! yes!] 
Mr. MACVEAGE. Mr. President: me- 

fore a vote is taken upon that question I 
will simply say, if the gentleman will 
turn to the rules of the Convention, page 
four, he will find the order of business. 
I offered an amendment to those rules, 
which lies over one day, the effect of 
whioh will be to make the consideration 
of the articles of the Constitution the or- 
der of business on every day but Satur- 
day. That will come up for consideration 
to-morrow, so that we may go to work - - 
upon the main object of our stay here, if 
possible. Probably that would avoid one 
object of the gentlkman’s amendment ta 
the amendment. 

5ir.J.M. WETHERILL. In that view 
of the case I will withdraw the amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

The PRESIDENT. The questionisupon 
the amendment as modified. 

Mr. DALLAS. I would ask for a reading 
of the question. 

The CLERK~~~~ as follows: 
“On and after Monday neat, until other- 

wise ordered, this Convention will meet 
at ten o’clock A. M., and adjou,rv at two 
o’clock P. M. 

TJpon this, question a diyision was or- 
dered, aid being taken, resulted : Aarm- 
ative, sixty-three ; negative, tpqeuty-one. 

So the amendment was. agreed to. 
The question recurring upon the reso- 

l&ion asamended, it was agreed to. 

PUIIDON'SDIQEBT. 

IIr. DARLINGTQN. Mr. President: 1 
wish to offer another resolution, and to 
preface it by a single remark. It is for 
the purpose of purchasing a single copy of 
Purdon’s Digest, owing to the difficulty 
that some committees have in determin- 
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ing the distiuction between legislation 
and the Constitution. 

The CLERK read as follows : 
Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to 

purchase one copy of Purdon’s Digest for 
the use of members of the Convention. 

Mr. CORSON. Mr. President: I move 
to amend, by making it one copy for each 
committee. We cann6t all meet in one 
committee room. 

Mr. LILLY. I am opposed to that. 1 
think it is an expense entirely unneces- 
sary for the Convention, without you give 
one to each member of the Convention. 
Such a course would be equivalent to 
giving one to each of twenty-seven mem- 
bers of the Convention, and the remainder 
will go w\-lthout. The chairman of each 
committee will take that one copy home 
with him at the end of the session. I 
know such to be the case by experience. 
I have been chairman of committees my- 
self. I am wiZling to support the resolu- 
tion that there be one here in the hall for 
the use of the members of the Conven- 
tion when they wish to consult it ; but, 
unless each member is to have a copy-, 
I will oppom the amendment. 

Mr. CORSON. Mr. President : Last even- 
ing, at a meeting of our committee, the 
Committee on Bill of Rights, we had 
three copies of the Constitution of the 
State of Pennsylvania, and they were all 
different. They differei materially in 
some respects. Now, sir, our committee 
met at the room of the chairman, at the 
Merchant’s hotel, and I would like to 
know what use one copy of Purdon’s 
Digest would be to a committee in session 
nt the room of the chairman at the Mer- 
chant’s hotel, while the Committee on the 
Judiciary or the Committee on Education, 
which is so ably presided over by the dis- 
tinguished gentleman from Chester (Mr. 
Darlington) at the Girard House. 

Now, sir, it would be an idle waste of 
money to buy one copy of Purdon’s Di- 
gest, and if the gentleman from Carbon 
(,\Ir. Lilly) is afraid that some one is 
going to steal these books, we will have a 
proviso put in to protect the people from 
that section of the country. 

Mr. LILLY. 1 do not call it stealing. It 
is a common practice in the Legislature. 

RZr, CORSOX. Mr. President :’ I have 
never had the honor of being a member 
of the Legislature. I do not know anp- 
thing about the practices of that body; 
but I am willing to trust the chairman 
of the Committee on the Bill of Rights, 
and the ;chitirman of the Committee on 

Corporations, with a copy of Purdon’s 
Digest. I know that we need that book. 
I know that we had difficulty last night, 
in a session of over three hours’ duratior?, 
in finding out which was the true copy of 
the Bill of Rights ; and I insist upon this 
amendment. 

I would cheerfully accept an amend- 
ment giving one mpy to each member, 
lmt I feel positive that such an amend- 
ment would not prevail, although it 
would, perhaps, be eminently proper that 
every man should have a copy. 

I wish my amendment to prevail, and 
I think that every man who is upon an 
important committee, and is aware the 
difficulty we have in ascertaining what 
the old law is, and the defect, in order to 
apply the remedy, will vote for the 
amendment. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. GOWEK. I offer the following 

amendment : 
Strike out the words “one copy,” and 

insert “one copy for each committee 
room,” of which there are seven. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. STRUTKERH. I move to amend, so 

as to provide a copy of Purdons’ Digest 
for each member of Lhe Convention. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. J. W. F. WAITE. I movetoamend, 

as follows : “That the same shall not be 
taken from the Hall of the Convention.” 

The object I have is this: If we have 
but one copy of Purdon’s Digest for the 
entire Convention it will be carried oft’ 
int.0 some committee room, and we will 
not have the use of it when we want it. 
If we have but one copy I think it should 
remain always in the Hall during our 
session. 

Mr. I~EEBE. I offer an amendment to 
the amendment. 

The CLERK read the amendment,asfol- 
lows : 

*‘.knc\ that the same be attached by 
chain and staple to the Clerk’s desk, the 
same to be drawn for by lot at the closeof 
the session. 

The PRESIDENT. Unless the Conven- 
tion otherwise order, no question will bc 
taken upon the amendment. 

Mr. MACCONNELL. Mr. President: Ii 
move to lay the wl~olo rubjeect on the 
table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

CHANFC)EOBBuI,EELF,rEPi. 

The CLERK read as follows : 
Resolved, That rule eleven he changed, 
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by striking out all after the word “ex- 
plain, ” in the lifth line of said rule. 

The resolution was, under the rule, laid 
upon the table. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

M~.M'~Mu~RAY. I desire to ask leave 
of absence for my colleague (Mr. Gilpin) 
for a few days. 

Leave was granted. 

ELECTIONS. 

The next business in order being the 
further consideration of the section re- 
ported from the committee of the whole, 
which was pending at the adjournment 
yesterday, and the question beiag upon 
the amendment offered by Mr. Broomall, 
the Clerk read the amendment, as follows : 

Provided, That the Legislature may, by 
law, fix any other day for any county or 
city, the same being uniform throughout 
the State. 

Provided further, That the time so fixed 
shall not be within four months of the 
time fixed for the general election. 

Mr. W,~LLISTER. Mr. President : This 
section has been very fully discussed and 
I hope not without profit. The indica- 
tions seem to lead to the hope that it will 
bc pssseQ without amendment. This 
raises the question whether it is expedient 
at thistimeand under these circumstances 
to pass this section to a third reading, 
which places it beyond the power of this 
Convention to amend it, except by going 
into committee of the whole. 

I am myself decidedly in favor of this 
section as amended, without further 
amendment, and I feel assured that it 
ought to be passed to a third reading and 
be thus placed out of the power of the 
Convention. 

We are to take into consideration that 
it i# an isolated section of an article of this 
Constitution. The other sections of that 
article will be reported in a day or two. 
They are now under consideration, and 
we hope to have very shortly something 
that will look like one consistent whole. 
Wewillthen bethebettersnabled tojudge 
of the symmetry of the article, and it 
stems to me that it would be unwise, for 
thifl reason alone, to pass this section to- 
day to a third reading. But, Mr. Presi- 
dent, there are other reasons which we 
must take Into consideration, and one of 
them is that if passed to-day it will be 
passed by a mere majority of a quorum. 
It is not to be concealed that a large num- 
ber of our members are absent. KOW 

shall we pass this section, ibout which 
there is considerable difference of opinion 
here, although the indications are that a 
decided majority will pass it-is it expe- 
dient to pass it by a mere majority of a 
quorum ? I think not. With that view, I 
offer the following resolution :” 

Resolved, That further consideration of 
the report of the Committee on Suffrage, 
Election and Representation be post- 
poned for the present. 

Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. President : I rise 
to a question of order. 

The PRESIDENT. What is the point of 
order ? 

Mr. BROOWALL. It is that the Conven- 
tion has already determined that the final 
vote shall be taken upon this section to- 
day. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair apprehends 
that it was not the intention of the Con- 
vention by that resolution to tie itself 
down to compelling it to dispense with 
those motions, which the rules say shall 
be honored at any time. If, however, 
the gentleman desires it, the Chair will 
submit the question to the Convention. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I desire that question 
to be submitted to the Convention. 

The PRESIDENT. The Convention this 
morning adopted a resolution that a final 
vote on this section should be taken, and 
that the section be finally disposed of to- 
day, and that the sitting be prolonged 
until that conclusion should be reached. 

Thegentleman from Centre, (Mr M’Al- 
lister)-the question being upon the se- 
cond reading-has off’ered a motion to 
postpone the subject for the present. 
Under the rules of the Convention that is 
a privileged motion, any gentleman being 
entitled to make it. Among other privi- 
leged motions, are those on adjournment, 
on the previous question, motions to post- 
pone, to commit, to amend, and tore-con- 
sider. 

The question now to be considered by 
the Convention iswhether the order made 
by the Convention this morning, which 
the Chair has referred to,cutsawap all the 
regular proceedings of the Convention 
and displaces all the accepted, known and 
notorious regular motions incident to the 
consideration of a question. 

Those who are of opinion that it has 
that operation and effect ~411 say aye ; 
those of the contrary opinion will say no. 

The question being as stated by the 
President, it was decided in the negative. 

Thequestionthenbeinguponthenmend- 
ment offered by Mr. M’Allister, the yeas 
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aud nays were required by Mr. John R. 
Read and Mr. De France, and w-ere as fol- 
low, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Bardsley, Black, J. R., Bow- 
man, Carey, Collins, Corbett, Carson, 
Curry, De France, Dimmick, Elliott, Fin- 
ney, Funck, Gibson, Gulhrie, Hall, Han- 
ma, Hay, Hemphill, Howard, Hunsicker, 
Knight, Lear, Littleton, M’Allistcr, M’- 
Clean, Nowlin, Patton, Purman, Purvi- 
axe, 8. A., Reed, Andrew, Ross, Simp- 
son, Smith, II. G., Struthers, Temple, 
Walker, Wetherill, John Price, Wherry 
:~nd Meredith, IJre.sidcnl-40. 

N A Y S . 

Messrs. Achenbach, Andrews, Baer, 
Hxily, (Perry,) Beebe, Biddle, Black, 
C’has. A., Brodhead, Broomall, Campbell, 
Carter, Cassidy, Church, Craig, Curtin, 
(‘uyler, Dallas, Darlington, Dodd, Dun- 
ning, Edwards, Ewing, Gowen, Hnzzard, 
Heverin, Hopkins, Horton, Landis, Lam- 
rence, Lilly, Long, MacConncll, M’Cul- 
iocl~, M’Murray, MacVeagh, Mann, Niles, 
Pnlmer, G. W., Palmer, H. W., Patter- 
son, T. H. B., Read, John R., Rooke, 
Smith, Henry W., Smith, W. H., Stan- 
ton, Turrell, Wethcrill, J. M., White, J. 
W. F., Worrell and Wright-SO. 

So the motion to postpone was rejected. 
~~2nSENT OR NOT roTINCi.--Messrs. Ad- 

dicks, Ainey, Alricks, Armstrong, Bailey, 
(Huntingdon,) Baker, Bannan, Barclay, 
I’,srtholomew, Boyd, Brown, Buckalcw, 
Cllark, Cochran, Cronmiller, Davis, Ellis, 
Fell, Fulton, Gilpin, Harvey, Kaine, Lam- 
berton, M’Camant, Mantor, Metzger, Mi- 
nor, Mott, Parsons, Patterson, D. W., Por- 
ter, Pughe, Purviance, John X., Reynolds, 
James L., Reynolds, 8. H., Runk, RUS- 
sell, Sharpe, Stewart, Van Reed, White, 
David N., White, Harry and Woodward. 

Mr. GCTHRIL Having voted with the 
majority on this question, and having 
heard the explanation of the chairman of 
the Committee on Elections, I think we 
were rather hasty in our decision. I now 
move, if it is in order, to re-consider the 
vote. 

Mr. DALLAS. I rise to a point of order. 
That is whether a motion to re-consider 
can bc made, under our rules, within four 
days. 

Mr. Rl~cP3~40~1. I think thera is a 
misunderstanding as to the re-considera- 
tion. I think the gentleman wants to re- 
consider the rote on Mr. Broomall’s reso- 
lution. 

The PRESIDEST. That is not now in 
order. 

Mr. ~IaC~KaC+~I. I think that is what 
the gentleman meant. 

Mr. Gu~rrIaI~. I was moving tore-con- 
sider the vote on Mr. Broomall’s resolu- 
tion. 

The P~~SIDEST. Motions to re-consider 
must be made by gentlemen voting with 
the majority. The gentleman from hlle- 
gheny (;\Ir. Guthrie) voted with the mi- 
nority, and therefore his motion is not in 
order. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. I voted with the mn- 
jority on that question. 

Mr. HUNSICKER. I second the motion 
to re-consider. Ivotedwith the majority. 

Mr. LILLY. The gentleman (Mr. Guth- 
rie) desires, Mr. President, to re-consider 
the vote taken this morning on Mr. Broo- 
mall’s resolution. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will en- 
deavor to ascertain what the gentleman 
(Mr. Guthrie) does want. Does he mean 
that he voted with the majority on the 
question just taken? 

Mr. GUTIIP.IE. So, sir. 
The PRESIDENT. Thor) his motion can- 

not be received as for a re-consideration of 
tAat vote, and no motion to re-consider 
the motion of Mr. Broomall, of this morn- 
ing, can now be received, because there i!c 
other business before the Convention. 

Mr. STANTON. I votedwith the major- 
ity. I move, now, to m-consider the Tote 
just taken. 

Jir. ConsoN. I second the motion. 
The PRESIDENT. Did tho gentleman 

(Mr. Corson) vote with the majority? 
Mr. CORS~N. No,sir. 
The PRESIDEST. Then that motion 

cannot be received. 
air. Gow~a. I understand the question 

now before the Convention is upon the 
amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Delaware (Mr. Broomall) to the sec- 
tion reported by the Election Committee, 
that amendment having for its object to 
vest in the Legislature the power of chang- 
ing the day for holding local elections. I 
b&eve I am right in that understanding. 

how, upon thissubject, I desire to make 
a few renlarks. First, I desire to criticise 
the language of the amendment. That 
amendment says that the Legislature 
may have power to change the day in any 
particular district : Provided, It shall not 
bo within four months of the general 
election, and if the amendment is adopt- 
ed as written it would preclude the Leg- 
islature from fixing any period of the 
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year, except that within the four months 
between the first day of March and the 
first day of July, which are the particular 
four months which would suit the people 
less than any other. I apprehend that 
the gentleman (Mr. Broomall) intended 
by his amendment to say that the Legis- 
lature shall not fix the period of the local 
elections within four months preceeding 
the general election; but as the word 
Li preceding ” is not in the amendment, 
if it is adopted no change could be made 
by the Legislature which would fix the 
period for holding the local election, 
either within the four months preceding 
or the four months succeeding theannual 
election, and therefore the only option of 
the Legislature would be to fix the period 
within four months, beginning with the 
first of March and ending with the first 
of July. 

If the amendment offered by Mr. 
Hroomall had inserted into it the word 
“ preceding,” then the Legislature would 
lrave the right to fix the period of local 
election at any period within eight months 
of the year, so that it did not come within 
four months preceding the first Tuesday 
after the first Monday in November, and 
in that shape the resolution, if amended, 
would not be so objectionable as it is if 
the present amendment is adopted. How- 
ever, I am opposed, Mr. President, to 
vesting any power whatever in the Legis- 
tnre to change the period of holding these 
elections. 

Now there has been noreasonwhatever 
urged for vesting that power in the Leg- 
islilturc, except it is that the convenience 
of certain people in certain districts would 
be better suited by having a different day 
from that named in the section as it came 
from the committee. I apprehend there 
is no surer way to degrade the elective 
franchise than to confer power upon the 
Legislature of a great Commonwealth to 
change the period of holding the elections 
for the mere convenience of the voter. 
One of the highest dutiesof the citizens of 
our Commonwealth is the exercise of the 
right of suffrage, and when that right of 
suffrage is esteemed of so little conse- 
quence that the mere business interests 
of the voter are to be accommodated by a 
nolerqn act of the Legislature, changing 
the period at which it shall be exercised, 
it is one step towards degrading the elec- 
tivc franchise. I therefore think that uo 
questiou of the convenienceof the citizen, 
110 qUestiOn of his locality, no question of 
his business or profession should for one 

moment be heard before a Constitutional 
body or legislative body as any argu- 
ment addressed to their reason for chang- 
ing the period at which he should exercise 
his right as acitizen. But apart from this1 
haveanotherveryseriousobjection tourge. 
We are told that in the construction of 
statutes we are to look at the old law-the 
mischief and the remedy-and I appre- 
hend that no Constitutional Convention 
can properly amend or change the Con- 
stitution without taking into consideration 
the evil that at present exists, and the 
laws under which those evils are made 
possible of existence. 

Now, with the view of looking into the 
question, I propose to show, in a very dis- 
passionate way, what I believe to be the 
manner in which elections have generally 
been held in the city of Philadelphia. 
These elections in the city ofphiladelphia 
are entirely nuder the control of a gen- 
eral supervisory committoe, which holds 
its sessions within the shadow of Indc- 
pendence Hall, and which is generally 
composed of two or three gentlemen oc- 
cupying high dignities in the municipal 
government. Subordinate to this com- 
mittee, and controlled by it, there are four 
other committees. One of theso commit- 
tees may be called the committee on re- 
serve, and then the committee on inspec- 
tion, another, the committee on revision 
and adjustment, and the other the commit- 
teeonelection returns. It isa well known 
fact that in every election precinct there 
are open ballot-boxes and election of& 
cers, and every citizen of this great city 
walks up to the election poll and deposita 
a ballot, in the firm belief that he has ex- 
crcised one of the rights of citizenship. 
The police are generally made the cm&o- 
dians of the peace, and, I believe, are in- 
structed to permit no illegal votes to be 
cast, unless they are cast for a proper can- 
didate. During the progress of the elec- 
tion the hourly returnsare readoff and the 
municipal telegraph is used for reporting 
these returns to the chief office of the su- 
pervising oommittee,and if at four o’clock 
the result is not considered satisfactory, 
the subject is referred to the committee on 
the reserve, who order out the repeaters, 
and they vote as often as they oau, and at 
as many places as they can, up to six 
o’clock. 

When the polls are closed the ballot 
boxes are immediately handed over to 
the, committee on inspection, who care- 
fully remove all the objectionable balloti 
and insert other an3 more proper oues iu 
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their places. After this duty has been as from what I have seen in the reports of 
performed, the election officers count the proceedings in our courts, that this is 
the ballots aud cnrtify the returns. I be- a fair and dispsssionate description of the 
lieve there are two of these certificatq manner in which the elections of tbe city 
one of which goes to the return officer of Philadelphia have been held. I forgot, 
and the other to the prothonotary’s office. however, to say, Mr. President, that tho 
These certilicates, which are signed and gentlemen who are appointed upon these 
sworu to by the election oficers, are im- different committees are generally in the 
mediately handed over to the committee receipt of very large incomes, which, in 
on revision and adjustment. Some of many cases, are made up by subscriptions 
the figures are raised and others, I be- from gentlemen occupying high social po- 
lieve, are e-rased, the customary plan be- sitions in the city of Philadelphia. 
ing if the report is, say four hundred, in What then are the evils of our present 
some instances to put the figure one be- election system ? First, and greatest of 
fore it and make it fourteen hundred, and 
if a figure should happen to be an eight, 

all, and one which this Convention oiLn- 
not hope to cure by any amendment to 

they scratch out Part of the eight and the Constitution itself, is a debauched 
make it five. It is a practice which has 
been adopted with very great success in 

public sentiment, which permits such 

cases of checks upon banks, but I believe 
things to be done and takes by the hand, 

in these mses, almost invariably, the per- 
and elevates into high places, men who 

Petrators of the fraud are punished and 
are as notoriously guilty as any convicted 
felon lvho occupies a cell in the peniten- 

sent to the penitentiary, which only tiary. This we cannot hope to cure, un- 
ShOWS that the PeOpk Of this Common- 1~s~ we can 
wealth care more for their money than col~lmunity. 

change the sentiment of the 

they do for their liberties. After the 
The next evil is, the indis- 

criminate and prodigal use of money in 
committee on revision and adjustment elections. 
has gotten through with these returns, 

We may be able to cure this. 
The Committee on Constitutional Sanc- 

one COPY is deposited 111 the prothono- tion may adopt some amendment to the 
tary’s office and the other is handed to 
the return judge, who attends to the meet- 

Constitution which will forfeit the rights 

ing of return judges on the following day. 
of citizenship of any ,nan who uses money 
in elections. We may hope to cure this 

BY this time the telegraph throughout evil, but I doubt whether we can. The 
the State has acquainted the supervisory other evil, I believe we rau cure. One of 
committee in Philadelphia with the ne- tile great& of these evils results from the 
cessities of the case, and if the amount of fact that these elections have generally 
repeating, ballot-box stuffing, revising been held on the day in which the general 
aud adjusting which has been done is elections take place, and the politiciaue 
deemed insufficient, the whole subject is who are interested in the success of their 
referred to the committee on election re- favorite candidates have made use of 
turns. money, and of influence, in order to 

At the meeting of these return judges carry out their plans for the general elec- 
I understand the practice to be this : The tion, and necessarily make the result of 
returns are called out verbally, and it is t.he local election coincide with that of 
announced that there is a certain result. the general election ; otherwise the fraud 
Then the blanks are signed-I believe would be apDarent. Another evil iu 
generally in blank; the return judges Philadelphia, and one of its greatest evils, 
certify the result in blank, without any is that at these elections we elect every 
figures. The committee on returns then year or two five or six officers to fill posi- 
takes up these certificatesand adjourns to tions that require no more men&l ca- 
ameeting, which is generally held in one pacity, no more adroitness, no more skill, 
of the row offices, at which, above the than could be secured by the payment of 
signatures of the return judges, they two thousand dollars a year, aud yet wc 
generally insert such a result as, when elect gentlemen of this class and pay 
coinpared with the returns from other them from fifty thousand to one hungred 
parts of the State, will make the elec- and fifty thousand dollars a year for thei 
tion satisthctory to the supreme super- services. 
vising committee. Xow, Mr. f’resident, Kow, Mr. President, this class of people, 
I believe from what I have seen in my who could not command in any other de- 
public press ; from the reports of the partment of industry $1,500 a year for their 
reform association of this city, as well services, men whom no well-regulated 
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private business corporation would per- chauscn,” and the remarks of the gentle- 
mit to be in the neighborhood of the vaults man who has just taken his seat (Mr. 
that hold their treasure or handle a pen Gowen) reminded me of some of the very 
in their office, these men have an oppor- marvelous adventures of that gentleman ; 
tunity of securing an office that givesthem certainly some of the remarks of the gen- 
!$KiO,OOO a year. They accomplish it in this tleman from Philadelphia (Mr. Gowen) 
way : They say to a osrtain number of are not more strange than the incidents 
other gentlemen of the same character and in the life of the Baron. 
of the same ability as themselves, “if you But it may be that the gentleman from 
will aid in manipulating this election you Philadelphia (Mr. Gowen) was speaking 
shall have two-thirds of this $150,000,” and of a time some year or two ago, when the 
in that manner you have an influence se- lrmty in power in Philadelphia was not 
cured which is irresistible, unless the pub- the party in power now in this city. They 
lit sentiment is aroused on the subject. may have done all the things which the 

That evil, I think, we can cure by mak- gentleman has described. They are not, 
ing all these row officers the recipients of however, of my knowledge, nor have 
salaries, say $2,600 a year, and I venture they been practiced, I believe, during the 
to say that for eveiy office to be filled at last two years by the party which in part 
that salary you will have a hundred ap I represent on this floor. I do remember 
plicants. The other great evil, and one when we had a spring election that in a 
which this present amendment will cure, particular locality of the Fourth ward of 
is the evil which results from colonization the city of Philadelphia, there were more 
from other districts. votes polled than there were men, women 

In the case of the general election, this and children living within its limits. I 
Convention has already determined that also recollect that last fall, in a county 
it shall be held on the same day as the outside of Philadelphia, in the county of 
presidential election, and therefore there Luzeme, in a case now pending before 
will be no colonization at that election, be- the Legislature, it is asserted that upon a 
cause the other States will all be engaged registry list of six hundred names they 
in election on the same day. In the case contrive to get twelve hundred majority. 
of local elections, however, if the city of This was not in Philadelphia, and I am 
Philadelphia is permitted to have itslocal sure that all the frauds are not committed 
election on a day on which the counties within the oityof Philadelphia, but are 
surrounding it have no election, it will be scattered all Over this State. 
found that it is made interesting for a But this does not meet the argument 
number of gentlemen in the surrounding yet. I asked the House yesterday and I 
districts to come to Philadelphia on that repeat it again to-day. The gentleman 
day and exercise the inalienable right of from Philadelphia (Mr. Gowen) was not 
citizenship by voting as often as they can. here then to hear it, and I repeat it for his 

As I understand the qU&iOU now be- information : Why should this House 
fore the Convention it is this : Shall the say that the general election, the import- 
local elections throughout the State be ant election of the State, shall be changed 
held upon the same day throughout the by a two-thirds vote of the Legislature to 
entire Commonwealth4 I am in favor of suit the convenience of the people of the 
that to the utmost. I believe that is one State, and that the minor elections shall 
important step toward reform, and believe be put upon one day throughout the whole 
that it will so acoomplish it that no sys- Commonwealth, fixed in the irrevocable 
temof colonization to insure fraudulent law, without power to change either by 
votes can be carried out. But if you vest the Legislature itself or by a vote of the 
in the Legislature the power to change people with the consent of the Legisla- 
this day for holding a municipal election ture 4 The people ought to have an op- 
llponthe merewhim Or caprice Ofthem+ pOrtUnity of Voting for a day best suited 
jority ofauy election district, city, county, to their own wants, and not to the wants 
borough or town, and to change it for of the gentleman from Philadelphia (Mr. 
their convenience, you open a door to do Gowen) or mine. That is the question. 
away, in the course of a year or two, with Whether the people of each county shall 
all the good that this Convention an a+ have a right to change their minor elec- 
complish on this subject. tions by a vote of the people, when the day 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. President : I recol- of holding the general elections can be 
lect reading, when I was a boy, a book changed by a vote of the Legislature ? 
called the “Adventures of Baron Mun- Mr. MANN. Mr. President : If it is the 
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desire of gentlemen to defeat the work of Legislature of the State to pass general 
this Convention, I think they are taking laws for the government of all cities, and 
a very straight course in that direction. a part of that government will be the fix- 
I cannot, for myself, understand how it ing a day for holding their elections. All 
would be possible for a discussion to arise the argument made in favor of this sec- 
in this Convention better calculated to tion, based uponthe objection against spe- 
accomplish that purpose than the one ciallegislation, falls to the ground, because 
which has been indulged in under the it is just as easy to provideforall thecities 
section now before us. Since this report and all the countiesof the Commonwealth 
was considered nearly every gentleman by a general law as by a special law, and I 
who has spoken upon it has dwelt upon object, therefore, to the amendment of the 
certain features of the present condition gentleman from Delaware, (Mr. Broom- 
of affairs in Philadelphia. One would all,) because it would prevent the Legisla- 
suppose, from the tenor of this general ture from passing a general law regulat- 
discussion, that this was not a Constitu- ing the times of holding municipal eleo 
tional Convention of t.he people of Penn- tions, and it would further introduce into 
sylvania, called for the purpose of con- the Constitution of Pennsylvania what 
sidering the condition of the people of the never was in it, what h& not been intro- 
whole Commonwealth, but that we were duced into the Constitution of Illinois, 
following out the purpose for which we which has been quoted here so often as a 
were created if we confined our labors to Constitution that could be safely followed. 
one particular section of the State. I sup- There is no such provision in that Consti- 
posed that this section and every other tution. There is no such provision in the 
was to be adopted or rejected according amended Constitution of the State of New 
to its bearing upon the entire Common- York, framed in 1868 by the ablest men of 
wealth. Prom the drift of this discussion, that Commonwealth. They left this ques- 
however, we might suppose that this set- tion of municipal elections entirely to t,he 
tion is to be adopted or rejected mainly regulation of the people, as we ought to 
as it shall bear upon this city of Philadcl- do. 
phia. And I am astounded at the argument 

I do not understand the course of any of the gentleman from Philadelphia (Mr. 
such reasoning. I understand that those Gowen) this morning, that we ought to 
who are desirous to reform affairs in the llx the day of holding elections without 
city of Philadelphia shall be allowed to regard to the convenience or the comfort 
manage their own affairs in their own way, of the people. Why, sir, I undertake to 
and, so far as 1 am concerned, I am pre- say that that is just one of the things that 
pared to give them that privilege to a full every government ought to do. It ought 
extent, including the choice of the day to interfere just as little as possible with 
when they shall hold their municipal the comfort and convenience of the peo- 
election; but I do not propose to start ple,and with their freedom. The govern- 
out, as far as my vote is concerned, and ment that does not do that is certain to be 
say that the people of Philadelphia shall arbitrary and tyrannical. 
control their own affairs just so far as this I object to this amendment again, be- 
Convention thinks it ought to be done, 
and that where this Convention thinks it 

cause it is a departure from the rule that 
has heen adhered to from the organization 

ought to control them that we shall do So. of the State. There never wassuch a pro- 
That would be introducing here the very vision in the Constitution. There is no 
vice of special legislation that is SO much such provision in the Constitutions of 
complained of at Harrisburg. the surrounding States, and there is no 

Par these reasons 1 am opposed to the necessity for it. It is a change Undkd 

amendment of the gentleman from Dela- for by the people ; a change that is calou- 
ware (Mr. Broomall) ; for that undertakes lated to excite the opposition of the pea- 
to say that at certain seasons of the year, ple, and the discussion had upon this 
neither by consent of the Legislature nor resolution is intended to excite their op- 
by the vote of the people, shall the city of position. Philadelphia is described as 
Philadelphia be permitted to hold elec- the worst place under the sun by the gen- 
tions. If we carry out the spirit of the tlemen living here. It is represented 
memorial which is laid on our desks we that men of chardoter and standing asso- 
shall prohibit the Legislature of the State ciate with thieves and convicted felons, 
from passing any speolal legislation in and take them to their councils. When 
regard to the city. We shall require the the people of the State read such remarks 
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as these how will they feel toward a pro- 
position, originating from this class of peo- 
ple, to change the Constitution of the State 
to suit their ideas? Not very favorably. 

We cannot insert-the discussion shows 
this already-we cannot insert any article 
into the Constitution fixing a day for hold- 
ing municipal and county elections, no 
matter what day is fixed, without consid- 
erable opposition. This discussion has 
shown that, no matter what day is named, 
it will excite some opposition to this entire 
Constitution. If you name a day in this 
article that willsuit the people of Lanoas- 
ter and Delaware, and other counties of 
the southern part of the State, it will not 
suit the people of the northern part of the 
State, and some votes will be made 
against the Constitution on that account. 

But it is said it is necessary to do this 
iu order to prevent fraudulent voting in 
Philadelphia. How will it do it? Take 
the statement of the gentleman from 
Philadelphia (Mr. Gowen) this morning 
as true. I know nothing about it, but 
take it as true, how will it bear upon the 
proposition before us? How will fixing a 
uniform day for holding municipal and 
county elections obviate it ? Will it not be 
as easy to do all that he has described 
upon two different days as upon one? I 
cannot, for the life of me, see how there is 
no more possibility of fraud in elections 
under the one proposition than under the 
other, nor how it will not be as easy to do 
all that he has described if the section be 
adopted as it will be if it be voted down. 

The chief objection I make to it, how- 
ever, is that it will certainly excite oppo- 
sition to the entire Constitution. Wehave 
no votes to spare, I fear, for the amended 
Constitution. There is a great deal said 
about what Philadelphia expects the Con- 
vention to do. I do not know by what 
authority gentlemen on the floor say that 
Philadelphia expects anything when the 
question was submitted to the people of 
this Commonwealth, whether this Con- 
vention should be called or not, out of one 
hundred thousand votes in this city, a 
little over sixteen thousand took the 
trouble of going to the polls to vote to call 
this Convention, only a little over sixteen 
thousand people in this city took any in- 
fcrest in the calling of this body together. 
How do we know that the city of Phila- 
delphia desires any change whatever 1 I 
*say that the arguments made upon this 
floor would be consistent, if the gentle- 
man making them desire to defeat the 
entire work of the Convention, and con- 

netting that with the fact that so few votes 
were polled when the question was sub- 
mitted to them. I suspect that these 
arguments are made for the purpose of 
defeating the work of this Convention, 
for the very reason that the indifference 
of the people showed an entire disregard 
of what might be its results. 

There have been frequent comparisons 
in reference to the condition of affairs in 
Philadelphia now to what they were years 
ago. I propose to say very little about 
that, but as a citizen of a rural district, I 
lrave just this to say : That I can remem- 
ber a time when, it seems to me, the af- 
fairs of Philadelphia were not managed 
much better than they are now. I can re- 
member when Philadelphia elected to its 
chief magistracy an officer who had not 
poaer to put down a mob of one hundred 
men, when church burning and hall burn- 
ing in Philadelphia were not very un- 
common, and I would say, if I were to ex- 
press my opinion, that -the officer of this 
city who could stand by and see one hun- 
dred rioters put the torch ton hall, without 
the power or the nerve to prevent it, was 
a worse magistrate than any that has been 
seen in the city since they held their elec- 
tions in October. That is the view that a 
citizen from a rural district takes of it. I 
do not know how Philadelphians look at 
it ; but I will not pursue this subject any 
further, for the reason that I do not see 
what bearing it has upon the subject be- 
fore us. 

The question before us is simply wheth- 
er the Legislature shall have the authority 
to change the time of holding the munici- 
pal elections, provided it is restricted to a 
time within four months of the general 
election. While I am in fav-or of giving 
the power to the Legislature, 1 prefer to 
leave ,it there, just as it is, and insert in 
the Constitution a general provision that 
the Legislature shall not pass any special 
law whatever, but that it will allow the 
people of Philadelphia to regulate their 
own affairs, in their own way, and all the 
other cities of the Commonwealth in the 
like manner by the same law. When we 
have done that, it seems to me we will 
have performed our duty. 

Mr. KNIGHT. Mr. President: Judg- 
ing from the remarks which have been 
made in this Convention for the last two 
days, we might suppose that the people 
were no longer capable of self-govern- 
merit., We would be led to believe, sir, 
that all the people of the city of Philadel- 
phia are corrupt, and the people through- 
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out the country are pure in their scnti- 
ments, actions and votes. Now I am not 
one of those who believe this. I am of 
the opinion that there is just as much pu- 
rityin this city as there is in any other sec- 
tion of this State. I do not claim that 
there is any more. One would be led to 
suppose, from listening to the language of 
some of my colleagues, that they know all 
about these corruptions, and were ‘really 
identified with them. For my part I do 
not claim any such knowledge. They are 
afraid to trust the Legislature with any 
power. The Legislature comes from the 
people. “We, the people,” elect its mcm- 
bers ; and we must remember that Phila- 
delphia is represented in that body by a 
very small minority, only four Senators 
out of thirty-three, and a proportionate 
number in the House of Representa- 
tives. 

I have not lost faith in the people, nor 
in the establishment of this government. 
It was the unanimous voice of the people, 
originally, that we should have a republic, 
and they gave it to us, and when this 
great country was assaulted by a portion 
of its people, the great mass of our coan- 
trymen, in their might, put down the xt- 
tacking power and perpetuated this great 
republic for us. 

From what has been said, one might 
also suppose that no man is nominated 
for an office in this city who is not cor- 
rupt. That is paying a very doubtful 
compliment to the members of this Con- 
vention, ail of whom have some preten- 
sions to honesty and respectability. I see 
some around me who have always been 
honored in this community, and they 
have been sent hero by both parties. 
There, doubtless, have been cases, Mr. 
President, in where there were slight in- 
formalities in our elections, and I am one 
of those who have come here to assist in 
making a Constitution which, I hope, will 
correct such informalities, but I do not 
wish to take the power away from the 
people, for I am confident that they will 
correct many of the abuses themselves. 
For instance, in I%¶ Mr. Seymour re- 
ceived a ma,jority, in the Fourth ward, of 
three thousand three hundred and three, 
more than there were legal voters in the 
ward. The people said that was wrong, 
and the next four years, when the vote 
was again cast for President, Gen. Grant 
received a majority of fifty-eight. The 
people took hold of the matter and cor- 
rected the evil; and the people will al- 
ways do it. We are not here for the pur- 

pose of making a Constitmion that will 
force laws upon the people against their 
will. They have to endorse our work, 
and if we perform it in such a manner as 
not to satisfy them our labor will be of no 
avail. 

I have but one word more to say, and 
then I am done. I am in favor of leaving 
the power of fixing the day of the elections 
in the different localities of the State with 
the Legislature. The people have, for 
many years, elected the judges of our 
courts, and there is no State in the Union 
that ca.n produce a better judiciary, more 
honest and competent judges, than those 
which have beeu elected by the citizens 
of Philadelphia. 

I hope we shall hear nothing more of 
the tirade of abuse against the people of 
Philadelphia from her own representx- 
tives. I am pleased to see that we have 
not heard it from the people of the coun- 
try. Such sentiments have only come 
from the representatives on this floor who 
have been sent here by those upon whose 
heads, for the past few days, they have 
seen fit to heap such maledictions. 

Mr. MACVEAGIT. Mr. President : I dc- 
sire simply to say that I shall vote for the 
amendment of the gentleman from Deln- 
ware (Mr. Rroomall) with great pleasure, 
as I shall vote for every other proposition 
which comes before this Convention, 
which endeavors, in however slight a dc- 
gree, to confine this body to its legitimate 
duty of making a fundamental law, and 
which endeavors to prevent it from as- 
suming the province of the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania. I know, sir, that it is a 
prevalent notion here that we not only 
have the right to make a fundamental 
law, but that we have the right to legis- 
late for the people of Pennsylvania ; and 
we have a right to declare judicially fo 
the people of Pemisylvania upon the body 
of their laws ; and that we have a right to 
deprive them, if we choose, of an Execu- 
tive Department; that all the powers of 
the government are centred here, and. 
that we have and are at perfect liberty to 
burden our Constitution with anyamonnt 
of legislation, as othor States have dono 
of late years, because some gentleman in 
this body sees some local evil and wishes 
to redress it, because some gentleman por- 
trays the blackness of politioal infamy in 
the frauds committed at our elcct,ions and 
wishes to remedy the evil. 

Mr. President, there certainly arc limi- 
tations to our power. The people will not 
bc told that matters which belong to tbeni 
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in the sessions of their Legislature shall ed the federal Congress are what? Great 
not be left in their control. The spirit of speculators, gigantic intelligences that 
the time now is that everybody should were combined with the iron pathway 
tend not to his own business but to the which unites, in contiuuouslinesof travel, 
business of everybody else. Should a the east and the west of the continent. 
Convention, called for the purpose of The evils which exist elsewhere, in your 
amending the Constitution, resolve itself State Legislature and in your municipal 
into a Legislature of the State, and recog- governments, exist, perhaps, in each ooun- 
nize no possible limitations upon its ty throughout the State; exist, perhaps, 
power? We do not get to the root of everywhere, where men are engaged-as 
these evils. It is not a costly exercise of to-day nine-tenths of men are engaged- 
virtue to rise in our seats here and de- in the mad pursuit of illicit gain. 
nounce fraud in the city of Philadelphia. These corruptions exist because we live 
If it will be at all helpful to us, I am very not in a time of public spirit. We do not 
glad that gentlemen who live here have breathe the atmosphere that Pericles 
revealed their knowledge of things which breathed ; we do not breathe the atmos- 
have taken place. I care not Rhich po- phere that Washington and Franklin 
litical organization has been party to them and JeEerson breathed. The ambitions 
or been benefited by them. If the transac- of to-day are not the ambitions to serve 
tions detailed here have occurred they the State. The only worthy ambition of 
have defiled, shatnelessly defiled, the men to-day is, it seems, to get rich; and 

1 name of either of the political parties therefore great associations of individual 
which have possessed the power of the enterprise, to which all honor is due, 
American government at different peri- and great associations of corporate enter- 
ods of its history, and, so far as it comes prise, to which all honor is due, are 
within our province, I will join any man formed everywhere. As we live in an 
in any well-considered plan to put an end era of unexampled material prosperity, so 
to them ; but I will not legislate, even at we must take some of the consequencesof 
the risk of being misunderstood. it. 

I believe the Legislature of Pennsyl- If odr legislators are not pure it is be- 
vania is perfectly competent to decide cause our electorate is not pure. They 
when the supervisors of my county shall represent not the best, not the virtuous, 
be appointed ; far more competent to de- but they represent the average moral and 
tide it than this Convention. It is a legiti- political sense of the community. Look 
mate subject of legislation, and not alegiti- at the startling fact that one gentleman 
mate subject of limitation in the funda- stated, that in this great city of Phila- 
mental law, and therefore I shall vote for deplhia there were but sixteen thousand 
th& amendment of the gentleman from voters who even thought it desirable to 
Chester, (Mr. Broomall,) and I shall vote make any change, here and now, in the 
for it upon another ground-that we do fundamental law. There are other great 
not get at the root of this evil at all. I do districts of the State where the political 
not believe that we* have any different demoralization prevails, I am assured, to 
political light from that which we deserve. an extent equal to that in this city. But 
The waters running from the fountain do we will not cure that by attempting to 
not naturally rise higher than their source, legislate. It does seem to me that we can 
and the public life of America and of afford, certainly within the narrow limits 
Pennsylvania to-day is just the reflex of prescribed by the amendment of the 
the private business life of America and gentleman from Delaware, (Mr. Broo- 
of Pennsylvania to-day. Shame is man- mall,) to leave the fixing of the day 
telling every cheek because of the inves when the supervisors of the different town- 
tigation,which is progressing elsewhere. ships of each county in the State are to be 
From whence proceeds the necessity of elected to the Representatives of the peo- 
such an investigation ? In the frauds of ple in the General Assembly. 
the directors and officers of a mammoth Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President: I am 
corporation ; and while it is a deed of in- glad to find that the gentleman from 
famy for them to have arrayed themselves 
in the robes of State, still their ‘oapacity 

Dauphin (Mr. MacYeagh) is so convinced 
of the political corruption of the State and 

for power, and their disposition to use it the country at large- 
iu the infamous manner which they have, Mr. LILLY. Mr. President : I rise to a 
was wholly independent of their political point of order. We are not now discus- 
character. The men who have debauch- sing the question of the corruption of the 
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city of Philadelphia. I ask that gentle- 
men confine themselves to the question 
before the Convention. 

The PRESIDENT. The rule of the Con- 
vention is that gentlemen shall confine 
themselves to the subject proper in de- 
bate, but it is a very disagreeable rule in- 
deed for the Chair to insist upon. The 
Chair is of opinion, however, that the 
question of corruption in different sections 
of the State is not so irrelevant to the pre- 
sent subject before the Convention as to 
call for the intervention of the Chair. 

Mr. CAMPIIBLL. Mr. President : I was 
about to state, when the gentleman (Mr. 
Lilly) so unceremoniously interrupted 
me, that the corruptions of the State, in 
reference to the’ elections held by the citi- 
zens of the State, are what we are now 
properly considering, and what this sec- 
tion, reported by the committee, and this 
amendment, moved by the gentleman 
from Delaware, (Mr. Broomall,) were in- 
tended to reach ; and therefore it seems 
to me it is very properly now before US to 

consider what remedy we can devise that 
will remove corruption from the elections 
of Pennsylvania, whether it be in Phila- 
delphia or in any other section of the 
State. I will merely state now that the 
corruptions are not confined to Philadel- 
phia. They are also found in the gcntle- 
man’s (Mr. Lilly’s) own district, and in 
other districts of the State. We are now to 
c msider those corruptions, and to find, if 
possible, a remedy for them. 

I was going to say that I am glad that 
the gentleman from Dauphin (Mr. Mac- 
Veagh) is so convinced, is so well con- 
vinced, of the wholesale corruption that 
prevails throughout the State and coun- 
try. But I differ materially from him 
when be says that we are not called upon 
to legislate in this Convention. 

It has been the history of all the Con- 
stitutional Conventions in thiscountry, for 
the last twenty or thirty years, that they 
have been compelled to legislate for the 
good of t,hc citizens of their respective 
States, and while the theory of a Consti- 
tutional Convention in old times :%-as that 
nothing should be put into a Constitution 
but general principles, yet it has been 
found absolutely necessary in these later 
days to put in some articles of legislation. 

The gentleman says he is convinced ot 
this wholemle corruption, and yet he pro- 
poses to leave it to the Legislature to fix a 
day in this county and another day in that 
county, thus involving again a11 the evils 
of special legislation, evils which it is our 
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province as a Constitutional Convention 
to remedy if we wish to frame a document 
that will be a reform Constitution. 

I hold that this Conventlon should put 
into this Constitution something which 
will be up to the requirements of the ago 
-something that will totally prohibit 
the Legislature from interfering with the 
different sections of the State, so that the 
mass of the citizens of the Commonwealth 
may have good laws and good provisions 
in their Constitution, independent of the 
varying whims of legislative bodies. 

The very fact that the gentleman men- 
tions that giant and mammoth corpora- 
tions, as he called them, are now steeped 
in corruption and are using every en- 
deavor to corrupt the sonroesof power, 
and the very fact that these corporation* 
wield such an immense power for evil, in- 
dicate to us, as members of a Convention, 
to amend the Constitution, that we must 
imperatively provide means to protect the 
people against such power, even if in or- 
der to effect it we encroach upon what is 
termed legislation. We must put intcj 
our Constitution legislative acts. If \vc 
merely confine ourselves to general prin- 
ciples we shall not accomplish that re- 
form for which the people of Pennsylra- 
nia are anxiously waiting and hoping, 
and which they are unquestionably de- 
manding. 

Therefore I say, in reference to the im- 
mediate question before the Convention, 
the amendment of the gentleman from 
Delaware, (Mr. Broomall,) that I hope it 
will be voted down, so that the Legisla- 
ture shall not have the power to interfere, 
and so that this Convention may say to 
the people of Pennsylvania, whether it 
be said to be in t,he n’ature of a legislative 
act or not, that the Legislature shall not 
have any capacity to interfere in any se+ 
tional or local matter3 

Mr. GOWEN. Mr. President: I desire 
to say a few words further on this sub- 
ject. I endeavored awhile ago to present 
an argument, based upon present well- 
known evils, to show that the section sng- 
gestcd by the Committ,ee on Elections 
should be adopted, and would cure, at 
least, one of these evils. 

I was amazed to find that my remarks 
created such excitement throughont the 
Convention. hly friend from Philadel- 
phia (Mr. Simpson) immediately got up 

and likened me to Baron Mun~tl:~n~m, 
and said that this stateof things 6: is:ed 
three years ago, but no longer exists ill 
Ph~ladclphin. My friend from Potts : 
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(Mr. Mann) rose and lighted the torch of 
his eloquence at the ruins of one of the 
churches that was burnt during the Phila- 
delphia riots of 1814. My friend from 
Philadelphia (Mr. Knight) denied that 
there was any impurity among the citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, and said that they 
were as pure a body of people as existed 
in the State. My friend from Dauphin 
(Mr. MacVeagh) took passage upon an 
express train on the Pacific railway and 
carried us in imagination across the con- 
tinent, and filled the sails of oratory, 
wafted us over the ocean, until, subdued 
by the charms and blandishments of As- 
pasia, he enlarged upon the glories of 
Greece in the age of Pericles. 

I have this to say, in continuation of the 
remarks which called forth all this elo- 
quence, that if I had for one moment con- 
ceived that any remark of mine would be 
sa construed as to imply any reflection 
upon any one political party, I would 
have said then what 1 do now, that 
neither political party, in my opinion, is 
more guilty than the other; that both are 
equally guilty, forboth haveabout equally 
indulged in the corruptions of which we 
complain. If the palm of superiority is 
to be awarded to either it is always due to 
the one last in power. l?rauds have been 
progressive, and each succeeding admin- 
istration has learned something from its 
predecessor. 

So far from making any attack upon 
the purity of the people of Philadelphia, 
I believe there are no better and purer 
citizens in the whole length and breadth 
of the United States than those who re- 
side in Philadelphia, and if I were to 
make a mathematical calculation of the 
amount of corruption among them I feel 
sure I should tind as a result that out of 
every one hundred of Philadelphia’s citi- 
zens there are ninety-seven pure and 
three corrupt. I do consider it a burning 
shame that these ninety-seven have no 
voice in our elections, and are controlled 
by the other three. 

It is simply with the view of securing 
purity of elections to the pure people that 
I claim that some Constitutional restric- 
tion should be imposed upon the corrupt 
people, so as to render it impossible that 
three wicked men in every hundred can 
manipulate and control the votes of the 
ninety-seven pure men. 

Mr. SIMPSON. I desire to amend the 
proposition of the gentleman from Dela- 
ware, (Mr. Broomall,) by strikingout all 

after the word “Legislature,” and insert- 
ing so that it shall read, as follows : 

“That the Legislature may by law con- 
fer upon the electors of any city or 
wunty the right to fix another day, by a 
vote which shall be taken at the nest 
general election.” 

The question being on the amendment 
of Mr. Simpson to the amendment offered 
by Mr. Broomall, the yeas and nays were 
required by Mr. Simpson and Mr. Hanna, 
and were as follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Baker, Bardsley, Bowman, Col- 
lins, Darlington, Edwards, Hanna, Lilly, 
Littleton, Mann, Palmer, H. W., Simp- 
son, Smith, Henry W. and Struthers-1-l. 

WAYS*. 

Messrs. Achenbach, Andrews, Baer, 
Bailv. [Perry,) Beebe, Biddle, Black, 
Cha&‘A., Bla& J. S., l&odhead, Broom- 
all, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Cassidy, 
Church, Corbett, Corson, Craig, Curry, 
Curtin, Ctiyler, Dallas, De France, Dim- 
mick, Dodd, Elliott, Ewing, Finney, 
Funck, Gibson, Gowen, Guthrie, Hall, 
Hay, Hazzard, Hemphill, Heverin, Hop- 
kins, Horton, Howard, Hunsicker, Knight, 
Landis, Lear, Long, M’Allister, M’Clean, 
MacConnell, M’Culloch, M’Murray, Mac- 
Veagh, Minor, Niles, P&uer, G. W., Par- 
terson, T. H. B., Purman, Purviance, S. 
A., Read, John R., Reed, Andrew, Ro$ic, 
Ross, Smith, H. G., Smith, W. H., Stan- 
ton, Temple, Turrell, Walker, Wetherill, 
J. M., Wetherill, John Price, Wherry, 
White, J. W. F., Worrell, Wright and 
Meredith, President-74. 

So the amendment to the amendmen: 
was rejected. 

ASSENT OR NOT voTrxa.-Messrs. Ad- 
dicks, Ainey, Alrioks, Armstrong, Bailey, 
(Huntingdon,) Barman, Barclay, Bar- 
tholomew, Boyd, Brown, Buckalew, 
Clark, Cochran, Cronmiller, Davis, Dan- 
ning, Ellis, Fell, Fulton, Gilpin, Harvey, 
Kaine, Lamberton, Lawrence, M’Camant, 
Mantor, Metzger, Mott, Newlin, Parsons, 
Patterson, D. W., Patton, Porter, Pughe, 
Purviance, John N., Reynolds, James L., 
Reynolds, S. H., Runk, Russell, Sharpe, 
Stewart, Van Reed, White, David N., 
White, Harry and Woodward. 

Mr. NEWLIN. I move the Convention 
adjourn. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I rise to a point of or- 
der. The motion to adjourn is not in or- 
der, as the Convention, by resolution this 
morning, agreed to continue the session TV- 
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day until the final vote on the subject 
now under discussion should be taken. 

The PRESIDENT. The resolution refer- 
red to by the gentleman will be read for 
the information of the Contention. 

The CLERK read as follows : 

Resolved, That the final vote upon the 
pending section, reported by the Commit- 
tee on Suffrage, Election and Representa- 
tion, be taken to-day, and that the hour of 
adjournment be postponed, if necessary, 
for this purpose. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
stands the latter part of this resolution to 
mean that the hour at which the Presi- 
dent shall adjourn the Convention, with- 
out a motion, is postponed until the final 
vote is taken upon the pending question, 
if it should be taken in the course of the 
day. The Chair will take occasion again 
to observe that a standing rule of the 
Convention requires all resolutions in- 
volving an alteration of the rulesor ad- 
dition thereto to lie on the table one day 
for consideration, and also that the rule of 
the Convention is absolute that a motion 
to adjourn shall always be in order. The 
motion to adjourn is in order. 

The question on adjournment being 
taken, a division was called, and it was 
not agreed to ; ayes,thirty-three, noes, fifty- 
three. 

Mr. HAY. Mr. President : I do not in- 
tend to detain the Convention by adding 
anything further to the discussion of this 
question. It has already been discussed, 
it seems to me, sufficiently for the inform- 
ation of all the members who propose 
voting upon the question ; but I desire it 
to be understood, as far as I am concerned, 
that I am in favor of separating the elec- 
tions for political officers from those that 
are, as I think, non-political in their char- 
acter. I only desire now to say that I see 
no reason why the section, as reported by 
the Committee on Suffrage, should not be 
extended so as to include other officers 
than those included in its provisions. I 
can see no reason why elections for county 
officers, prothonotaries of courts, sheriff’s 
of counties, and such like, should not also 
be held at a time separate from the na- 
tional and State elections. I therefore 
shall simply state that, if the amendment 
now pending is voted down, I will 
makeamotion toinserttheword%!ounty” 
in the section reported by the committee. 

The question recurring on the amend- 

ment offered by Mr. Broomall, it was not 
agreed to. 

Mr. HAY. I now ofier, as an amend- 
ment, to insert the word “ county” before 
the word ‘6 city.” 

The question being taken on the amend- 
ment, it was not agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is upon 
the adoption of the section as reported by 
the Committee on Suffrage and Election. 
The Clerk will read it for the information 
of the Convention. 

The CLERK read as follows : 
“All elections for city, ward, borough 

and township officers, for regular termsof 
service, shall be held on the third Tuesday 
of February.” 

SPRING ELECTIONS ADOPTED. 

The question beingtaken on the section 
as reported by the Committee on Suffrage, 
the yeas and nays were required by 
Mr. Mann and Mr. J. Price Wetherill, 
and were as follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Achenbach, Androws, Baer, 
Bailey, (Perry,) Beebe, Black, Chas. A., 
Black, J. S., Brodhead, Broomall, Camp- 
bell, Carter, Cassidy, Church, Corbett, 
Craig, Curry, Curtin, Cuyler, Dallas, De 
Franee, Dodd, Dunning, Elliott, Ewing, 
Funck, Gibson, Gowen, Guthrie, Hall, 
Hay, Hazzard, Hemphill, Heverin, Hop- 
kins, Horton, Howard, Hunsicker, Lan- 
dis, Lawrence, Lear, Lilly,Long, M’Allis- 
ter, M’Clean, M’Connell, M’Murray, Mi- 
nor, Niles, Palmer, G. W., Patterson, T. 
H. B., Purman, Purviance, Samuel A., 
Reed, J. R., Reed, Andrew,Rooke, Smith, 
I-I. G., Smith, Henry W., Smith, W. H., 
Temple, Turrell, Walker, Wetherill, J. 
M., Wherry, White, J. W. F., Worrell, 
Wright and Meredith, President-68. 

NAYS. 

Nessrs. Baker, Bardsley, Biddle, Bow- 
man, Carey, Collins, Corson, Darlington, 
Dimmick, Edwards, Finney, Hanna, 
Knight, Littleton, MacVeagh, Mann,New- 
lin,Palmer,H.W.,Ross,Simpson,Stanton, 
Strfithers and Wetherill, Jno. Price--23. 

So the section was agreed to. 

ABSENT OR NOT voTrNa.-Messrs. 
Addicks, hiney, Alricks, Armstrong, 
Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Bannan, Bar- 
clay, Bartholomew, Boyd, Br.m n, Buck- 
nlew, Clark, Co&ran, Cronmiller, Da- 
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vis, Ellis, Fell, Fnlton, Gilpin, Harvey, Runk, Russell, Sharpe, Stewart,, Van 
Kaine, Lamberton, M’Camant, Mantor, Reed, White, David N., White, Harry 
Metxger, Mot&, Parsons, Patterson, D. W., an8 Woodward-42. 
Patton, Porter, Pughe, Purviance, John On motion of Mr. Temple the Conven- 
N., Reynolds, James L., Reynolds, H. H., tion then adjourned. 

21 
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TWENTY-*HIID DAY. 

WEDNESDBY, January 22, 1853. 

The Convention met at twelve M. Rev. 
<James W. Curry offered prayer, as fol- 
lows : 

Almighty Father, command thy bless- 
ing to rest upon us this day, and teach us 
in our hearts to pray, as Thou hast taught 
us: Our Father, which art in Heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
Heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we 
itirgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead usnot into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil, for Thine is the Kingdom, 
the Power, and the Glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. PuRxan. Mr. President: I ask 
leave of absence for Mr. Dodd, of Frank- 
lin, who has been called home for a few 
days. 

Leave was granted. 

COMPULSORY EDUCATION. 

Mr. TURRELL offered the following 
resolution, which was referred to the 
(‘ommittee on Education : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Edu- 
cation be directed to prepare a section for 
the Constitution providing for compulsory 
education of all children in the Common- 
wealth between the ages of five and fif- 
teen,and making it the duty of the Legis- 
laturc to provide the proper enforcement 
thereof by appropriate legislation. 

LEA\-13 OP ABSENCE. 

Nr. IIorr;rxs asked for and obtained 
leave of absence for Xr. Alricks, of Dan- 
phin, for a few days. 

Mr. ELI,IS asked for and obtained leave 
of absence for Nr. Bartholomew, of 
Schnylkill, for a few days. 4 

1Ir. J. W. F. WHITE asked for and ob- 
tained leave of akjtience for a few days for 
Air. Edwards, of Allegheny, who was 
<:rrlled home suddenly in consequence of 
sickness. 

ADOPTING NEW SECTIONS. 

Mr. GIBSON, Mr. President: I oEer 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this 
Convention that no vote shall be taken 
upon any section of the new Constitution, 
reported by any committee, until the en- 
tire report of the committee be filed. And 
it sections are under consideration by 
other committees, such votes shall not be 
taken until such other report is filed. 

011 the question of proceeding to a sec- 
ond reading of the resolution, a division 
was called, which was decided in the 
negstiye, a majority of a quorum not vot- 
ing in the affirmative. 

FURNISHIXG THE JOUItNAL TO REPORT- 
ERS. 

Mr. BA4RDsLEy. Mr. President : I 0fZel 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That ten copies of the Journal 
be furnished to the reporters of the press 
engaged in reporting the proceedings of 
the Convention. 

On the question of proceeding to second 
reading, a division was called, which was 
decided in the negative, a majority of a 
quorum not voting in the affirmative. 

Mr. MACVEAGH. Mr. President : I offer 
the following resolution, by instruction of 
the Committee on Judiciary : 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be in- 
structed to addressa lettertothe prothono- 
tary of each court of record in the State, re- 
iluestingsuch officer to furnish to the Con- 
vention the number of civil causes pend- 
ing on their respective dockets, arranged 
according to the years in which the respec- 
tivc writ,s were issued. 

011 the question of proceeding to second 
reading, a division was called, resulting 
forty-seven in the aflirmativc and eleven 
in the negative. 

So the resolution was read a second 
time. 

Mr. MacVE~4orr. Mr. President : May 
I simply say to the Convention that the 
Judiciary Committee think that this ir- 
formation would be useful, not only to 
them but to the members of the Conrcn- 
tion ? You will observe it that it is in thr? 
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narrowest possible form, asking simply 
for the ndmber of cases pending by years, 
and therefore can be given certainly with 
very little labor and effort,. and it will 
show whether or not further judicial 
force is needed in the different judicial 
districts. Certainly it will furnish some 
of us the information that we need, and 
as it will give but very little trouble and 
labor, I hope the Convention will agree to 
the resolution. 

Mr. WORRELL. Mr. President : I oEer 
an amendment to the resolution. 

The CLERK read the amendment, as 
follows : 

“And that the clerks of the courts of 
quarter sessions shall certify the number 
of returns made to each term wibhin the 
last two years, and the disposition made 
of the same by the grand juries and the 
courts.” 

Mr. MANN. Mr. President : I trust that 
amendment will not be adopted. I think 
the original resolution is asking quite 
enough of these officers. In many ooun- 
ties of the State the duty required by the 
amendment will be imposed upon the 
sanie oficers that will have to respond to 
the information asked for in the resolu- 
tion, and by the resolution itself we will 
impose a great deal of labor upon them, 
and it seems to me we are making these 
inquiries of officers with a little disregard 
to the amount of labor imposed. The an- 
swer of the Auditor General, directed to 
us day before yesterday, clearly proved 
that. I am in receipt of a private letter 
from one of the clerks in the Auditor 
General’s office, which makes it still 
stronger. He says that the information 
asked for in the resolution would require 
the time of one clerk for an entlre year, 
and that the business of the office would 
be seriously interfered with by attempt- 
ing to answer it in the form in which it 
was sent to them, and if gentlemen will 
reflect for a moment they will see that 
the resolution offered by the gentleman 
from Dauphin (Mr. MaoVeagh) will im- 
pose a gread deal of labor upon the pro- 
thonotaries of the several counties, and in 
many counties the clerk of quarter ses- 
sions is the prothonotary, and this amend- 
ment will impose upon them the addi- 
tional work. I hope, therefore, that the 
amendment will not be adopted. 

Mr. WORRELL. Mr. President : In or- 
der to furnish the information which this 
amendment calls for, the clerk of the 
court of quarter sessions will not bc re- 
quired to spend more than or.e hour’s 

tima in making up the certificate requir- 
ed. I think it important, sir, that we 
should know just what has been the ac- 
tion of the grand juries upon the returns 
made by the subordinate judiciary, and 
we should know how many returns the 
subordinate judiciary have made, the 
character of the returns and what dispo- 
sitions have been made of the bills which 
have been presented to the court. All 
that is required is for the clerks of the 
quarter sessions to say that ata certain term 
a certain number of returns were made ; 
t,hat of those returns a certain number 
were ignored and a certain number were 
returned true bills; and with regard to 
the true bills, conviction followed upon a 
certain number and upon a certain other 
number the verdict was not guilty. 

It is important that we should have this 
information, in view of the fact that eEorts 
will be made to abolish the grand jury, 
and in view of the fact that a subordinate, 
different from that which now exists in 
the Commonwealth, is contemplated by 
certain resolutions which have been oft’ctr- 
ed in this Convention. 

I hope this amendment will pass, as it 
will not impose upon those from whom 
the information must be obtained more 
than an hour’s labor. 

Mr. ARMSTONO. Mr. President: The 
resolution, as it was offered by the gentle- 
man from Dauphin, (Mr. MacVeagh,) was 
offered at the suggestion of members of 
the Judiciary Committee. The question 
involved in the amendment was coneider- 
ed by that committee, and although it. 
might be desirable to obtain the infLrma- 
tion, it was the judgment of the commit- 
tee that we ought not to call for it at this 
time, inasmuch as it would involve an 
amount of labor to the prothonotaries 
which would long delay the procurement 
of any information, and as there is no pro- 
vision to pay them, the probabilities are 
that from the majority of counties we will 
get no answer. 

The resolution, as reported on behalf of. 
the committee, has been carefully con- 
sidered, and it involves only such in- 
formation as is desirable, and which call 
certainly be procured without much in- 
convenience. I therefore trust that the 
amendment will not prevail, and that the 
resolution, as reported from the Judiciary 
Committee, will pass. 

The question being taken upon the 
amendment offered by Mr. Worrell, it 
was rejected. 
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‘t’hc PitssrbEsT. Tbc question rscur~ 
upon the original resolution. 

Mr. IlJaar,rxctron-. Mr. I’rcsident : I 
would gladly vote for information that is 
really desired and valuable to any ctnn- 
nittee of this Convention, which they 
JI1a.V esteenl neceK%ry t9 the dischsrgo of 
their duty, but I am at a loss to conceive 
how the information sought for can possi- 
bly aid them. They wish to know how 
many suits are pcmding, and how man? 
cases are on the trial list in a particular 
district, with a view, I suppose, of de- 
termining whether any, and, if any, what 
alteration should be mzade in that portion 
of the Constitution rela.ting to the jndi- 
ciary. In other words, whether we 
should provide a stronger judicial force 
for a district that has a large amount of 
unfinished business in it. 

Xow this will not give the desired in- 
formation to enable them to arrive at that 
result. Why? Bcceause you may take 
a district where there is an active and 
energetic judge-such as I have thchonor 
to live in-andin which thereara very few 
cases remaining on trial, and in which 
there is no extra judicial force required, 
hecause he is able to do all the work. 

You may take another district, where 
the judge is less energetic and less 
ctlicient, who does not work so hard, and 
you will find that there is a large num- 
ber of cases pending and undetormined- 
w’hat the11 ? Are you to provide adtli. 
tional force for the incficient judge, or 
would not the remodv be such a re-or- 
gauization of the judiciary as should give 
LO such district a judge who can do the 
business? It does IIOL sewn to me, sir, 
that this infornpntion would at all aid us 
in arriving at any correct result as to 
;hc j utlicial force necessary to be applied 
;u ;A particular district. It does not at all 
f(,llow that because there may be a judge 
in any particuler district nnable to de- 
sf)atvh the duties of his office, or who 
dues not work long enough, or hard 
enough, to get through with it, it does 
x?ot ;tt a11 fi)llow that the Btate must be at 
the expense of providing another. That 
inwit !)u corrected by the lxx~l~lc of the 
tlistrL(‘. at the nest election. Elect the 
m:~~r wf~o has the force of character, the 
*vi11 :tii~l tile health to go t,hrouyh with 
the husiuc~s, and that is all vou need. 

‘i’here is no menrber of this Convention 
who hzs not :I geuoral knowledge of the 
c?,>rt;:iti:>n of tho business in his district 
and the counties hc represents. ;\I1 the 
ixltornxltion which the .Judiciary Corn-- 
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mittce nocd can be furnished by the PI~CRI- 
hers of this (:onvention ; all the genera) 
infornultioll that is necessary as to re-or- 
ganization, if re-organiz~tian of the judi- 
ti2q.r departmelrt be necessary. We need 
not pr~t these officers to tbc tremble, nor 
submit ouwelrcs to the delay of weeks, 
which must necessarily pass before replies 
can ho had from the variousofficers of the 
different conrts throughout the State. I 
anr themfore opposed to the resolution. 

&fr. ?dhC\Tlr:AGH. A&. President: The 
inquiry, as now narrowed down, is not 
open to chc objections raised against it by 
the gcntloman from Chester, (Mr. Dar- 
ling-ton,) and it is not true? I venture to 
say, that other gentlenlen are able to pro- 
nounce as positively as he seems to be, 
that in the districts in which the business 
is in arrcar the judge is inattentive and 
incapable, and in the district in which 
the business is not in arrears tlro judge is 
attentive and capable. There arc districts, 
WC are told, in rvbjclt the bosinP.ss is in 
arrex for lack of judicial tixce to dis- 
patch it, ant1 it c:lrlainly is important for 
this Convention to know, and for .thc 
gentlemen who arc: about lo pass upon 
the judiciary article of the Constitution 
to knrnv-not whcthcr in their o4’n dis- 
tricts, owing to local causes, 5hr 1isL is in 
a satisfactory or unsntinfxtory eondition- 
but whet her additional force is necessary 
in any district of the State. The rrrctmbers 
cf this (‘onvention well know that no 
body of public servants tlcserve hetter of 
her than her judges of the courts of com- 
c01111n011 plem tllroupllout ti1c (:ollllnon- 
wealth. There arc? n& men who cndcavor 
to discharge their duty lnorc pron\ptly, 
and who do, in fact, discharge it with 
better satisfaction to their constituents. 
Knowing this, it surely can do no harlli 
to the Convention to be irrforlnetl of the 
number of cases now pending, with the? 
length of time they have: been pending, 
and the year in which they were i~rought, 
throughout the Cornlirollwealttl. 

It will not take any intelligent pro- 
thonolarv clerk two hours, outside of the 
groat cities, to furnish the information, 
and surely it will show the condition of 
the public business generally in the 
courts of the (~lolnnlonll-ealtb, and will 
show whether or not a thorough rc-or- 
ganization is needed, and whether an ad- 
ditional force is rcquircd in the judicial 
department. 

It is not intended to wait for the infor- 
mation. It 1s supposed by the committee 
that the informatioil may be useful in the 



CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 325 

final judgment *which this Convention 
passes, if it reaches us in time, and, as it 
Bs a small request of the officers to tbrnish 
it, I cannot conceive what harm it can da 
TV anybody. 

Mr. MINOR. Mr. President: It seems 
to me, sir, that the Judiciary Committee 
is not only fully justified in calling for 
this information, but it would really be 
Fn error if it did not call for it. Will we 
undertake to pass upon ajudicial system 
without even the committee having the 
oilloial means of informatiou as to how 
the business of our courts stauds? We 
need it, sir, and we ought to have it. 

It may not be true that it will give every 
thing that they may need; it may not an- 
swer every question; it may not give all 
the information upon every point before 
&hem ; but it is a part, and a very import- 
a?t part, nf the information needed, how 
&he dockets now stand and what is their 
recent history. 

Mr. TURREGL. I regret to have to 
make any objection to the reqnest made 
‘by a committee, and ii I could see any 
beneht t,o be derived from it I would wil- 
Iingly vote for it. I have two objections 
$0 it. One is that this information, when 
obtained, will be only an approximation ; 
it will not be accurate. There are lawyers 
enough in this Convention to know that 
the state of the trial Ii&and of the docket, 
which the resolution calls for, depend 
verg much upon the ability of the judges 
to dispatch business and upon their dis- 
position to labor. I have still another ob- 
jection upon which it will not be neces- 
%ry to enlarge upon. It is this: The ob- 
ject for wbieb this information is desired 
is to assist the Committee on the Judiciary 
to arrive at a conviction whether or not 
more judicial force is necessary for the 
proper diepatch of business. I claim, sir, 
that this is a subject on which every mem- 
bcr is supposed tobe informed, and will be 
able to bring that knowledge to bear on 
the question when the question comes to 
be considered. 

The question being upon the resolution, 
it was agreed to. 

CHAXCIE OF RULlCS. 

Mr. MACVBACIR. Mr. President : I now 
xnove the second reading of the resolution 
on the order of business, which I offered 
yesterday. 

The resolutionwas read for information, 
as follows : 

I~esoE~ed, That rule seven of the order 
r)f business shall be so amended, that on 

&nd after Monday next the sixth sub-di- 
vision thereof shall be first called a&e> 
the Journal has been read, except on Sat- 
nrday of each week. 

Tkc question being, shall the Conven- 
&n procced to the second reading and 
consideration of this resolution, it was 
agreed to. l 

Mr. LILLY. 1 offer the following amand- 
ment : 

“And that the session of Saturday shall 
be for general debate only.” 

The question being upon the ameud- 
ment otIered by Mr. Lilly, the yeas and 
nays wererequired byMr. Darlington and 
MacVeag& and were as follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Ainey, Andrews, Armstrong, 
Baer, Bardsley, Biddle, Black, J. S., Bow- 
man, Boyd, Brodhead, Broomall, Corsou, 
Curry, Cuyler, Dunning, Ellis, Fell, Fin- 
ney, Funck, Gibson, Gowen, Gutbrie, 
Hanna, Harvey, Howard, Hunsieker, 
Knight, Lamberton, Lear, Lilly, Long, 
MaoVeagh, Metzger, Newlin, Palmer, G. 
W., Palmer, H. W., Parsons, Patterson, 
D. W., Patton, Porter, Ross, Runk, Simp- 
son, Wetherill, J. M., Wherry and Wright 
-46. 

NAYS. 

Messrs. Achenbach, Baily, (Perry,) Ban- 
nan, Beebe, Black, Chas. A., Brown, Camp- 
bell, Carey, Carter, Church, Clark, Coch- 
ran, Collins,Corbett, Craig, Curtin, Dallis, 
Darlington,DeFrance, Elliott, Ewing,Ful- 
ton, Hay, Hazzard, Hemphill, Heverin, 
Hopkins, Horton, Landis, Lawrence, Lit- 
tlteon, M’Allister, M’Clean, M’Connell, 
MCullooh, M’Murray, Mann, Mantor, 
Minor, Niles, Patterson, T. W. B., Pur- 
man, Purviance, Samuel A., Reed, John 
R., Reed, Andrew, Rooke, Smith, H. G., 
Smith, Henry W., Smith, W. H., Stanton 
Struthers, Turrell, Walker, Wetherill. 
J no. Price, White, J. W. F., Worrell and 
Meredith, Presidend57. 

So the admendrnent was rejected. 

ABSENT 6R NOT voTIxG. -Messrs. 

Addicks, Alricks, Bailey, (Huntingdon,) 
Baker, Barclay, Bartholomew, Buokalew, 
Cassidy, Cronmiller, Davis, Dimmiok. 
Dodd, Edwards, Gilpin, Hall, Kaine, 
M’Camant, Mott, Pughe, Purviance, John 
N., Reynolds, J. L., Reynolds, S. II.. 
Russell, Sbarpe, Stewart, Temple, Va i 
Reed, White, David N., White, Harryaud 
Woodward-30. 

*. 
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Mr. CORBETT. I move to amend the 
r&solution, by striking out the words 
“except on Saturday ofoach week.” 

Mr. JOSEPH BAILY. I would like to 
know how the resolution would read in 
that case. 

The PRESIDENT. The Clerk will read 
l the resolution. 

The CLERK read as follows : 
Resolved, That rule seven on the order 

of business shall be so amended, that on 
and after Monday next the sixth sub-di- 
vision thereof shall be first in order after 
the .Journal has been read. 

Mr. DARLIN~TON. Am I to under- 
stand bv the amendment that the Con- 
vention is to hold no sessions on Saturday ? 

Mr. CORBETT. The object is, if there 
is a session on Saturday, that the rule shall 
prevail as well in respect to that session as 
to any other day. 

The PRESIDENT. The question ison the 
amendment,. 

The yeas and nays were demanded. 
Mr. MACVXAQH. I desire to ask the 

unanimous consent of the Convention to 
make a few remarks, that will obviate the 
necessity for the call for t,he yeas and 
t1aJW. 

Mr. CORBETT. I move that the gentle- 
man have leave. 

The Convention gave its unanimous 
consent. 

or. MACVRAQH. I would like to say to 
the Convention that in common with 
many other members-- 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will inter- 
rupt the gentleman for a moment. The 
Chair understands the rnle in regard to 
t!m continuance of debate to be : If the 
question has heen put and decided vtva 
uoce, that the debate is at an end, because 
a division of the House is only to test the 
vote as already taken; but before the 
question has been decided and the re- 
sult announced, debate is perfectly in or- 
der. 

Mr. MAoVnAoH. I am sorry to trouble 
the Convention, but I hope the members 
will bear with me while I state my object 
in ohering this resolution. 

Mr. J. W. F. WHITI. Mr. President: 
I object. 

The PREBIDENT. The Chair has stated 
the rule of the Convention. The gentle- 
man will proceed. 

Mr. MACVEAGH. Mr. President : The 
evil intended to be corrected by this mo- 
tion was, what seemed to me to be, the 
preference given to the miscellaneons 
business of the Convention rather tlran to 

the more important matters of nonsiden- 
tion of the proposed text, of the Constit,li- 
tion. In other words, we have the reporf 
of the Committee on the I,egislature ha- 
fore us, and as other committees will ccr- 
tainly be ready to report by the time this 
report is disposed oft I thought it wise th:n 
this report of the Committee on the I,eg- 
islature should be the first business in 
order on our assembling each day, except 
on Saturday; that instead of receiving 
original resolutions, which give rise to ILL 
bate, instead of calling the yeas and nays 
npon varions questions that arise, and in- 
stead of listening to the resolutions which 
WC have listened to with great patience 
for many weeks, WC shall devote our- 
selves to the practical duties of the Con- 
vention, which are, it seems to me, to de- 
cide npon the text of the Constitution. 
But there are gentlemen who think tlwt 
the motion I have made will not advance 
the aim I have in view, and as tlrat in- 
formation comes to me from sources which 
I am always aqcustorned to listen to with 
great deference, perhaps we will achieve 
more rapidly our desire by following the 
regular order of business. I have no 
tenacity about this proposition. All that 
I wished was to prevent our wasting one 
day after another without any serious 
progress in our work. 

We met on the l&h of Sovember and 
we are here in session on the 22d of Janu- 
sty. We have fixed the t,ime of elections 
throughout the State, and have not, even 
in committee of the whole, or the body 
of the Convention, considered any other 
proposition to amend the Constitutioii. 
However, if the regular order, as pre- 
scribed in the rules, is the best way to at- 
tain our object, 1 have not the slightest 
desire to interfere with it, and therefore 
if it is the sense of the Convention, I will 
move to post,pone, for the present, the 
consideratjon of the resolution I had the 
honor to offer. 

The question being taken, a division was 
called, and the motion to postpone was 
agreed to, a majority of the quorum vot- 
ing in the atlirmativo. 

The PRESI~XNT. The next business in 
order is the further consideration of the 
article reported by the Committee on 
SuErage and Election. The question is, 
shall the Convention proceed to its cen- 
sideration? 

Which was determined in the ahlrma- 
tive. 



The PRESIDENT. The question now 
before the Convention is, shall the article 
be transcribed for a third reading? 

Which was determined in the afflrma- 
tive. 

MAJORITY REPORT OF THE CaMYITTEE 
ON THE LEQISLATURE. 

The PRESIDENT. The next business in 
order is the consideration of the article 
reported by the Committee on the Lggis- 
lature. Is it the pleasure of the Conven- 
tion to proceed to the consideration of 
the article? 

other respects, the committee has made no 
change whatever in the text of the pres- 
ent Constitution. The scheme, howeVer, 
presents certain marked changes. The 
first great change is that of biennial ses- 
sions. The minority report of the com- 
mittee relative to this matter has been 
laid on the tables of members, and the 
views expressed therein are well known 
to the Convention. The majority of the 
committee in reporting the article felt 
sure of certain principles. The first was 
that every statute that is, passed intro- 
duces an element of change into the rela- 

IN COMYITTEE OF TEE WEOLE: tions existing between th<citisens of this 

The Convention then resolved itself into 
’ Commonwealth, and that change in law 

committee of the whole, Mr. HOPRINS in 
is of itself an evil of considerableimport- 

the Chair. 
ante, and only to be justified by a clear 

The CIIAIRMAN. The committee of the 
advantage resulting from it: and in the 

whole have referred to them an article re- 
next place, once in two years seemed to 

ported by the Committee on the Legisla- 
them, at least, often enough for a civilised 

ture. The first section will be read. . 
community to submit the whole body of 
its laws to an association of officers dele- 

THE LEOISLATIVE POWER. gated especially to make changesin them. 

The CLERK read as follows : 
I. The legislative power of this Com- 

monwealth shall be vested in a General 
Assembly, which shall consist of a Senate 
and House of Representatives. 

The CHAIRMAN. The first section is be- 
\ fore the committee. 

Mr. MACVEAOH. Mr. Chairman: I 
would like to remark to the committee of 
the Whole, before it enters upon the con- 
sideration of this report, that we trust it is 
to be regarded in its entirety as well as 
by sections, and in saying what I shall 
about what we have done, I shall en- 
deavor to distinguish, in. some instances, 
between myself as a member of it and 
the committee itself, and give my own 
judgment upon some of the matters re- 
ported by the committee. Gentlemen will 
bear in mind that the Committee on the 
Legislature felt themselves restrained 
throughout their work by one oonserva- 
tive consideration, and that was: That 
they would make uo change in the text 
of the existing Constitution unless it was 
to remedy an admitted evil or to substi- 
tute a clear advantage, and that as regard- 
ed matters of literary taste, symmetry, or- 
der or even superfluous words, they would 
make no change unless they were satisfied 
that there were substantial benefits to be at- 
tained other than the gratification of a 
mere literary taste. Therefore gentlemen 
will find that in the various matters of 
the sections relating to the qualiilcations 
of members of the Legislature, and in 

In the third place, they thought that as 
special legislation would be removed the 
Legislature would have ample time, in a 
session of three months, to devote atten- 
tion sufficient to general subjects to give 
usall the general legislation that WC would 
need, once in every period of two years. 
And if any special occasion arose, they 
provided that the Governor might con- 
vene the General Assembly in special 
session. Having agreed upon that theory 
of a biennial session of the Legislature, 
they provided that the members of the 
the lower House should be elected bien- 
nially tor two years, and that the mem- 
bers of the Senate should be elected for 
the term of four years, one-half of them 
going out of office at the exaration of two 
years, thus preserving a conservative ele- 
ment and a leaal existence of the Senate 
as a legislative body. 

They provided further, that each mem- 
ber of the Legislature should take an oath, 
which is, in terms, almost identical with 
the oath provided in the Constitution of 
Illinois of a three-fold character : 

first. For the faithful discharge of his 
duty and for his allegiance to the Consti- 
tution of the federal government slid of 
this State. 

&colzd. That he had not obtained his 
offme by any illegal or corrupt methods; 
and 

I’hird. That having obtained it he 
would not use his ofhoe for any corrupt 
purpose or at the instance of any corrupt 
instrumentality. 
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These three ends are reached by phrxse- 
ology which, it is hoped, the Convention 
will agree in thinking cover them, while 
they do not present an oath that any hon- 
est man, however ardent may be his parti- 
xanship, however devoted may be his at- 
tachment to any political organization, if 
he is an honest man need hesitate to take. 

In the third place, they have fixed a 
compensation fin the members of the 
General Assembly, They knew, in doing 
this, that it seemed very unwise, at the 
tirst look, to make a hard and fast line 
concerning money in a fundamental law, 
w-hen values are changing under the in- 
tluence of the laws of trade every day and 
almost every hour. But they disregarded 
that consideration in order to correct 
what seemed to them a grosser abuse and 
a greater anamoly in political science. 
That was, that no public servant, who- 
ever he be or whatever ohice he lill, should 
have the power of fixing his own compeu- 
s&ion, and as there was no other body to 
Ax it but the Legislature or this Conven- 
tion, the committee thought it better for 
the Conv-ention to fix it. 

They then provided, in the terms of the 
present Constitution, that each House of 
the General Assembly should be the 
judge of the elections and qualifications 
of its own members. Upon that point, I 
c!onfess, I was not entirely in accord with 
the committee. I regard the title of an 
ollice as a judicial question, which ought 
to be deeided judicially by the judicknl 
department of the government, and I 
would therefore have preferred to refer 
contested elections t.o the court of the 
county in which the sitting member hap- 
pened to reside, or in some other judicial 
tribunal thatwould hear and determine 
the matters at issue judicially and not as 
partisans ; but the committee, in their wis- 
dom, saw a greater danger on imposing 
upon the judiciary duties which, how- 
ever judicial in their nature, were no 
longer judicial iu their reputation, and 
the decision of which by the judiciary 
might do more harm to the popular opin- 
ion of its impartinlity than a partisan de- 
cision of contested elections might do to 
the public conscience. That is a vexed 
question. The Convention will bearwith 
me in saying that it has raised a most ex- 
cited discussion in Parliament of recent 
years, and that all the thoughtful men of 
the House of Commons agreed in divest- 
ing themselves of that power and of re- 
ferring it to the judges. But it is also 
well to remember that among the earliest 

instances of judicia1 decisions was the fa- 
mous Galwey judgment of Mr. Justice 
Xeogh, which did much to shako the cun- 
fidence of Ireland in the impartiality of 
the judicial decision of a contested elec-. 
tion. 

Then the only remaining matter in the 
report of importance is the method of ap 
portionment. In that matter the question 
was how best to secure a method which 
wolrld prevent one political organization 
from availing itself of a numerical major- 
ity in the General As.sembly to dishan- 
chise any portion of its fellow-citizens, 
what was the most probable method to se- 
cure equal representation throughout the 
Commonwealth, and afteras mature delib- 
eration as they could give to the subject, 
the committee seemed to agree in opinion 
that the method adopted in lllinois waci 
the most probable method of securing a 
desiwble result ; a method which makes a 
quotient the mtio of representation ; 
which requires the districts to be, as faras 
feasible, single districts ; mhich requires 
them always to be bounded by county 
lines; which requires them always to be 
composed of compact as well as contigu- 
ous territory, and that method is there 
fore pursued in the sections which relate 
to the apportionment of the State, both 
for the House of Representatives and for 
the Senate. 

As to the numbers which should con&i - 
tute the General -4ssembly, a very great 
diversity of opinion existed in the born- 
mittee, as it is likely a very great diver- 
sity of opinion will be found to exist in 
the House. For one I cannot help belier-- 
ing that our escape from the evils which 
now afflict us lies not at all in attempt- 
ing to increase the number of the Repre- 
sentatives in our General Assembly, for, 
I think, floodmg a market with any arti- 
cle only serves to reduce the price, but 
in beckoning to our places of legislative 
trust the honest character of the Corn- 
monwealth, the men whose names are 
beyond suspicion and beyond price, who 
will not barter and who Tyill not buy. 
And I believe that it is now an axiom in 
politics that as you increase responsibility, 
as you increase political power, especially 
when you lift the degrading spoils out of 
politics by reforming your civil service, 
lifting the ignoble aims of your public 
life out of it and leaving only the noble 
ambitions in it, then as you increase 
power, as you increase responsibility, so 
you increase the character of the men you 
summon to the post. Snd therefore--I 
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know it will sound singular; I know it 
will not be popular-but therefore I am 
firmly convinced that tifteen Senators and 
forty-five Representatives would furnish 
you a far better bulwark against the r-is- 
ing tidesof political corruption than three 
hundred Senators and one thousand Rep- 
resentatives. 

Rut, on the other hand, some members 
of the committee were in favor of increas- 
ingthenumbers,andothermembersof the 
committeewereinfavoroflettingthenum- 
bers remain where they are, thinking that 
with the other changes this Convention 
will introduce we will secure a better class 
of public servants in our legislative halls, 
and therefore it was finally and almost, if 
not entirely, the unanimous judgment of 
the committee that the numbers should 
remain where they now are. 

And’they further desire me to say that 
they have no tenacity about this report. 
They have no idea that it is the last word 
of political wisdom. They have no con- 
&iption that the assembled judgment of 
this Convention will not revise it wisely 
and to the public advantage, and they are 
sure that you will do them the credit of 
believing that they have rendered you that 
report, which commended itself to their 
united judgment, as most likely to sub- 
serve the ends for which we are here as- 
sembled. 

And as the first section, Mr. Chairman, 
is identical in language with the section 
as it now stands in the Constitution, I 
move its adoption by the committoe. 

LOCAL LEGISLATION IN LOCAL AUTHOEI- 

TIES. 

Mr. PURNAN. Mr. Chairman: I oiler 
the following amendment to the first sec- 
tion : 

To strike out all after the word “re- 
solved,” and insert the following : 

‘6 first. The legislative power of this 
Commonwealth, for general affairs, shall 
be vested in the General Assembly, which 
shall consist of a Senate and House of 
Representatives, and for local atfairs ex- 
clusively in such local authori :ies as the 
Legislature shall by general laws pro- 
vide.” 

Mr. PLJRMAN. Mr. Chairman: I offer 
this amendment for the purpose of call- 
ing the attention of this body to limita- 
tions which it proposes to impose upon 
the legislative power of this Common- 
wealth, and for the further purpose of 
having these limitations imposed in the 
first article of the Constitution, if it is the 

judgment of this Convention that the 
language of the article will sufficiently 
impose the limitations desired upon the 
legislative power of the State. Gentle- 
men of the Convention will find this ar- 
ticle on the eleventh page of this small 
journal of amendments. 

I believe, Mr. chairman, that it is the 
unanimous wish of this Convention to 
withdraw from the Legislature the power 
to pass what is generally known as spe- 
cial legislation, or local legislation, and 
the power to grant special privileges and 
immunities to any corporatidns. The 
practical question is, how citn this end be 
best attained ? 

It may be accomplished, Mr. Chairman, 
by an article providing that the Legisla- 
ture shall not pass any special laws in the 
following cases, and then proceed to enu- * 
merate the subjects over which the Leg- 
islature shall have no power. 

But I desire to call the attention of this 
Convention to the fact that any enumera- 
tion that we may make, the power will 
only be withheld to the extent of the enn- , 
meration. But if you can iind words 
sufBciently general and comprehensive 
to divide the lines between the legislation 
necessary for the whole interests of the 
State and that class of legislation pecu-. 
liarly constituted and necessary for the 
localities of the State, we wlll have better 
accomplished the object than by any sec- 
tion or article, taking away the power in 
a certain class of enumerated cases. 

I do not suppose, Mr. Chairman, that 
this Convention intends to destroy the 
power of local legislation. The Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania has been devel- 
oped by local legislation, and will continue 
to be developed by local rules or regula- 
tions, if we choose to so call it, hereafteras 
heretofore ; but the proposition is to take 
away the power from the General hssem- 
bly and vest it in the several local authori- 
ties; in other words to let the people repeat 
themselves near at home. Every succes- 
sive body of the Legislature is the people 
repeating themselves. 

NOW, then, if the local affairs of the 
cities, and counties, and townships are 
regulated by the people repeating them- 
selves at home, and being heard at home, 
you will have accomplished a great deal 
it seems to me. You will have taken 
away from the General Assembly of the 
Commonwealth all of the sources of evil, 
one of those things that has troubled the 
Legislature more than any other subject 
that they have had to deal with. 
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All who have been members of the Leg.. 
islaturc understand this poposition very 
well, that when a gentleman presents a 
bill relating to his own county or his own 
district, no matter how swoeping the pow- 
ers may be, if any other member of the 
Legislature suggests to him, either in com- 
mittee or upon the floor of the hall, that 
the powers contained in that act are dan- 
gerous, that they are too broad, hc is met 
with the answer, “This relates to my peo- 
ple and to my district, and I am alone 
responsible for it,” and the bill is passed 
through the committee and through the 
House. Now that may be dono by the 
unanimous wish of the people of his dis- 
trict, or by the unanimous wish ofthe peo- 
ple of the township or city to be affected by 

. the Legislature, or it may be, as it oftenis, 
only at the wish of a few citizens or 
inhabitants of the county, of the town- 
ship, or the city. What this Convention 
wants to do, and what the people want 
done, is to put the Constitution between 
the Legislature and a few of the peo- 
ple of a city, a few of the peoplo of a 
county or township, and take away from 
them the right and the power to pass any 
legislation of that kind. 

Then, Mr. Chairman, if the language of 
my amendment is sufllcient to draw the 
line of division between what relates to 
the interests of the State and whatrelates 
alone to the interests of the citizens of a 
township or a county, it ought to be 
adopted as the first section of the Consti- 
tution. 

What do we mean by 6‘ general affairs ?” 
The language is broad enough to cover, 
of course, the whole Commonwealth, and 
yet it is limited enough to cut off what 
does not refer to the whole Common- 
wealth. 

What do we understand by ‘Llocal 
affairs?” Long before Pennsylvania was 
one of the States of this Union, the colony 
was divided up into counties and town- 
ships. We borrowed this theory of govorn- 
ment from the mother country. England 
was cut up into counties and into town- 
ships and into hundreds, and the local 
affairs of the counties and townships were 
managed by the local authorities so as 
to best suit their interests. This is, em- 
ephatically, self-government. 

Then by local we meau something less 
than the Commonwealth. Then by local 
we must mean the divisions already made 
in the Commonwealth. So the Legisla- 
ture of the Commonwealth could never 
take into its hands any local affairs. It 

would have to provide general laws, affect- 
ing all cities, all counties, all townships 
and all boroughs alike ; that is, whatever 
power was exercised by the city of Phila- 
delphia could be exercised by the city of 
Pittsburg when occasion required it. 
Whatever authority could be exercised 
by the municipal authorities of the corm- 
ty of Dauphin couId be exercised by the 
municipal authorities of the county of 
Grecno and t,ho county of Washington. 
There would be no special legislation ; 
there would be this general powor given 
to those lccal authorities to act upon such 
subjects as the expedients and the witnts 
of the county might demand. 

I repeat it, Mr. Chairman, we ought not 
to take away from the people the power 
to have special legislation or local legisla- 
tion. We cannot foresee all the wnnts, 
contingencies and the conditions that may 
happen in this great Commonwealth in 
twenty or thirty years front now. We 
must leave the power somewhere. We 
must have the power. The question is, 
who shall exercise it, and how shall it be 
exercised? It does strike mo that this 
amendment would precisely locate the 
power where it ought to bc. It would 
leave the general legislative power to 
regulate all general afhrirs. Whatever 
was asked for the Commonwealth would 
be the business of the general Lcgisla- 
ture ; whatever related to a county or a 
city would .be the business of the local 
authorities, regulated and controlled and 
limited by general law, and of course, by 
all the other limitations placed in the Con- 
stitution. In other words, the frauds- 
the growing leprosy of the Stute-occa- 
sioned by the special legislation of which 
we have heard so much during the session 
of this Conventiou, in the goodold city of 
Philadelphia, wo would hear of no more. 
WC would hear no mom of oar 10~1s of 
men going from hero to Harrisburg for 
the purpose of getting a bill enacted for 
the construction of an additiorial city rail- 
way. Those gentlenun would bc hoard 
in the citv or the councils, whero every- 
bod,v else in the city or county could be 
heard. They would kuow wlrat was going 
on, and if they refused to take part in 
subjects which affected them in their 
property and their enjoyment of life, they 
would have no right to complain. IA all 
such local matters be turned over to the 
city of Philadelphia. It seems to me 
that my proposition does most ctfectually 
do it. The Legislature coul~l not say that 
the city of Philadelphia should have any 
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power that the city of Pittsburg should 
not have. The Legislature could not say 
that one borough in the Commonwealth 
should have different power from another 
borough, but that each should have pow- 
er as equally great, to do certain things, 
dependent uponcertain contingencies and 
conditions. For instance, one borough 
might levy a certain tax to suit the con- 
tingencies and circumstances of the situa- 
tion in which it was placed, whilst another 
borough might not levy such a tax be- 
cause it would have no occasion so to do. 

In view of these considerations, Mr. 
Chairman, it does seem to me right here 
is the place, and right now is the time to 
limit our Legislature, and the amend- 
ment I offer does limit it. 

Mr. J. PRICE WETRERILL. Mr. Chair- 
man: I heartily endorse the remarks of 
the gentleman who has last spoken. He 
has covered the ground with regard to 
special legislation very satishmtorily, and 
very completely indeed, but that entire 
matter is still before the Committee on 
Legislation, and they will doubtless pre- 
sent a section after mature and careful 
deliberation, which will probably meet 
the wishes of this entire body. In view 
of that fact, it seems to me it would be 
better to hear from that committee, and 
see for ourselves what section they deem 
proper and best to insert. For that rea- 
son the Committee on the Legislature 
saw fit to omit in this section any refer- 
ence to the matter pertaining to local 
affairs. 

The question being taken upon the 
amendment, off’ered by Mr. Purman, it 
was rejected. 

The CX~IRMAN. The question recurs 
upon the section. 

Mr. .J. W. F. WHITE. Mr. Chairman : 
I move tO amend, by striking out “General 
Assembly,” and substituting “the Leg- 
islature.” 

Mr. J. W. F. WHITE. I move to amend, 
by striking out the words “General Assem- 
bly,” and inserting, instead, the word 
“Legislature.” 

I have only a very few words to say on 
that point. I think we ought to make our 
Constitution harmonious in itself. In 
this very article reported by the commit- 
tee the legislative body is sometimes call- 
ed the Legislature and sometimes the 
General Assembly. In our present Con- 
stitution the words General Assembly oc- 
CUP about thirty times, and the word Legis- 
lature about the same number of times. 
I think the better plan would be to make 

the Constitution harmonious, by using th? 
same word for the same idea all the time, 
and of the two expressions I prefer the 
word Legislature. 

The question being upon the amend- 
ment, it was rejected. 

Mr. J. R. READ. I move to amend, by 
adding to the end of the tirst section the 
words : YSubject to such limitations as 
are contained in this Constitution and the 
Constitution of the United States.” 

The question being upon the amend- 
ment, it was rejected. 

Mr. M’MURRAY. I move to amend, by 
striking out the word “Commonwealth,” 
and inserting instead the word ‘State.” 

Mr. DARLINOTON. Permit me to make 
one suggestion : These points of propriety 
and harmony of expression, and the ques- 
tion whether we shall uniformly use the 
word State or the word Commonwealth, 
and whether Legislature or General As- 
sembly will be more appropriately dis- 
posed of when we come to submit the 
Constitution to the Committee on Revision 
and Adjustment. 

Mr. MINOR. It is useless to endeavor l 

to make everything harmonize and put 
everything into perfect shape as we go 
along. We cannot very well tell what isbest 
to do with these little points of detail un- 
til we get pretty much through with our 
work, and as the gentleman from Chester 
(Mr. Darlington) says, we oan then sub- 
mit it to a Committee on Revision and 
Adjnstment, and that committee can set- 
tle these points. 

Mr. M’MURRAY. In view of the re- 
marks just made I withdraw my amend- 
ment. 

The question being upon the first sec- 
tion, it was agreed to. 

The second section was then read, as 
follows :- 

“Second. An election for members of 
the General Assembly shall be held on 
the first day fixed for the general election 
succeeding the adoption of this Constitu- 
tion, and every two years thereafter. 
Their term of office shall begin on the 
first day of January succeeding their elec- 
tion. When vacancies occur in either 
House, the Governor shall issue writs of 
election to fill such vacancies, for the bal- 
ance of the term in which such vacancy 
occurred.” 

Mr. LILLY. I move to amend, by stri- 
king out the words “first day of Janua- 
ry,” and inserting instead the words ‘ifif- 
teenth day of November.” 
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There is a possibility, under the section 
as it now stands, that the Lcgislalure 
which has just been voted out of office 
would, in an emergency, be convened in 
special session by the Governor. The 
Governor would have no other Legisla- 
ture to convene in case of emergency, and 
hence there would be the spectacle of 
persons meeting in Legislature and pass- 
ing acts of legislation for a people who 
has just discarded all connection with 
them, and actually revoked at the polls 
the authority originally given them. 

Mr. HAY. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Carbon,(Mr. 
Lilly,) for the reason that I think there 
is hardly sufficient time proposed by his 
amendment for therevision of the returns, 
and ascertajning who are elected to the 
Legislature. It only allows a week or so 
for this purpose. It seems to me that the 
time marked out by the section as reported 
by the Committee on Legislature is short 
enough for the ascertainment of who are 
legally elected, before they are &led 
upon to assemble. 

. The question being upon the amend- 
ment, it was rejected. 

Mr. LITTLETON. I desire to amend, bv 
striking out the word “day,” where rt 
occurs the second time in the section, and 
inserting, instead, the word “ Tuesday,” 
so as to make the term of office com- 
mence on the first Tuesday of January, 
the same day as that fixed for the meet- 
ing of the Legislat)ure ; so that there ran, 
by no possibility, be an interregnum of 
authority between the first day of the 
month and the seventh day of the month, 
when the first Tuesday falls upon that 
day of the month. This will also prevent 
the term from heginning on a Sunday. 

Mr. MAC~KAGH. That is simply for tho 
beginrling of the term, not the meeting of 
the Legislature. It is the language uni- 
versally used for that purpose. A term 
can begin just as well on Sunday as on 
Saturday or Wednesday. The object is 
to make the term of office begin with the 
year and end with the year, beginning 
on the first of January in one year, and 
ending on the thirty-first of December of 
the year next after, making a term of 
two years. If you make this change now 
suggested, and the first of January should 
fall on Sunday, the old members will be 
holding over, and you will never know 
when your old men go out, or your new 
men come in. 

Mr. LITTLETON. I understand exactly 
the langLu”ge of the seation, and it is to 

render misunderstanding of it impossible 
that I made my motion to amend. I can 
se0 no reason why the term should not 
begill on precisely the same day on which 
the Legislature convenes. I think that 
decldcdly the most proper day for the 
commencement of the term. The first 
Tuesday of January may somet,imes fall 
on the seventh day of the month,and you 
might have a session of the Legislature, 
which may have to expire on the first day 
of January, and there would then be a 
necessity for calling an extra session of 
the new Legislature, or else there would 
be an interregnum between theso days. 

Mr. MscVw4on. We have provided 
for all emergencies. I think the provi- 
sion, ;LS it iA in the report of the commit- 
tee, is the best that can bc made. We 
have provided for every Omorgcncy there 
and preventsany interregnum. ThO term 
begins on the first of January, and the 
session convenes on the iirst Tuesday of 
January. The term of otlice expires on 
the thirty-first day of December. 

Air. TZ~TI,ETON. This anomaly may, 
under that state of things, be soon : That 
the term actually commences on the first 
Tuesday of January, and they m:~y bc 
conveuetl on the first day of the month. 
They may have to be c!nvencd sooner 
than the day set here for the actual regu- 
lar term. 

The question being upon the amend- 
ment, it was rejected. 

Mr TILES . / I mUr0 to amend, by strik- 
incr out the word “two,” and insert, in lieu 
th’&eof the word “one ;” and strike out 
the 6‘ 8 ” from the word iI years,” so that 
it will read “one year,” making the term 
of office one year. 

;\[r. J. Pnrm WETIIERILL. This gues- 
tion of annual or biennial sessions is, to my 
mind, and, perhaps, to the mind of every 
member present, a very important mat- 
ter, and if we deuido in favor of biennial 
sessions tile change will be a very decided 
one ; and I have no doubt that a j ust n~ca- 
sure of importance will, in the diucus4ons 
of this body, be accorded it. 

Members of the Convention have lying 
on their desks a very able report of the 
minority of the Committee on Legislature, 
setting forth as frilly and conclusivOly, I 
suppcse, as can h0 done, the merits of an- 
nun1 sessions. They have gonc into the 
matter in detG1: they have brought for- 
ward all the arguments, I suppose, which 
cr,uld be brought, in defcanse of annual 
sessions, and the subject is now before the 
b0dy. I hope, therelore, that I may be 
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pardoned for examining an item or two of 
this report, and endeavoring to show, as 
best I may, that the arguments therein 
advanced do not lead to the conclusions 
that annual sessionsarc the best ; but that, 
on the contrary, when the whole matter is 
irefully examined in all its bearings, 
that biennial sessions will be found the 
most conducive to the interests of the peo- 
ple of Pennsylvania. The minority re- 
port states that “it ” (the practice of hold- 
ing biennial sessions) ‘6 is contrary to t,hc 
policy pursued by a majority of our sister 
States, the Legislatures of twenty-three of 
them holding their sessions annually. 

I hold in my hand a statement, which 
I have prepared with some care, showing 
that the States holding biennial sessious 
number seventeen, and t,hat the States 
holding annual sessious number nine- 
teen, and that the States holding bi- 
ennial sessions contain a population of 
seventeen millions, against a population of 
twenty millions in States holding annual 
sessions. 

There must he some mistake, I think, 
in the minority report, as there is a ditfer- 
ence between the calculation alluded to 
and the report of the minority of the 
committee: Now, sir, let us look iuto 
this matter. If I am correct we have in 
the United States thirty-six States equally 
divided, or nearly so, upon this point. 
Rhode Island, holding semi-annual ses- 
sions, is not included in the statement. 
Therefore nearly one-half of all the States 
in the Union hold biennial sessions. 
Now, sir, it has been said and boldly ad- 
vanced upon this floor, that the States 
holding biennial sessions are purely agri- 
cultural, aud that as the great States of 
Pennsylvania and New York, with their 
large manufacturing interests, with their 
mining and other iudustrial interests, de- 
mand, on that account, annual sessions of 
the Legislature, and thatbiennial sessions 
would not be acceptable to them. 

Stow, sir, when we come to look into 
the matter carefully, we will tind that 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Missouri are 
not in the main purely agricultural 
States, and that when the minoritv so re- 
portedthey didnotdojustioeto theirman- 
ufacturing andindustrial interests. Take 
Ohio, ifyou please. The products of the 
manufacturinginterestsoftheStateofOhi0 
in the year 1870 amounted to &280,000,000, 
while the value of the agricultural pro- 
ducts of that State in that year amounted 
to not over $100,000,000. Illinois is sup- 
posed to be an agricultural State in the 

main. The gross products of the man\:- 
factures in that State during that year 
wad ~210,000,000, and the gross amount of 
the agricultnral products $127,000,000. It 
seems to me that when the minority 
of the committee presented those two 
States as purely agricultural they were at 
fault in their mathematical calculations. 
The State of Illinois, usnally consid.ered 
an agricultural, is a great manufacturing 
&ate. Why, sir, every time I look at my 
watch, made In Elgin, Illinois, I am rr- 
minded that the minority report is cer- 
tainly in error in this regard. When we 
look at those great States, so wide in their 
nranufacturing interests, we must ac- 
knowledge tllrzt the people of the great 
west were fully alive to the importance of 
their own interests, and knowing very 
well what would be for the advantage of 
their own home industry, they wisely 
decided in favor of biennial sessions as 
best conducive to that end. In Illinois, 
when the strength of.the Constitutional 
Convention was tested upon this point, 
the best men in the State spoke boldly in 
favor of biennial and against annual ses- 
sionsof the Legislature. The debate, ar- 
gued well on both sides, occupied davs, 
and the Convention decided that biennial 
sessions were most conducive to the best 
interests of the State, and, sir, I do hope, 
with so good an example before us, we 
too will so decide. 

I cannot see that the manufacturing in- 
tcrests of Pennsylvania will be injured 
by a session of the Legislature once in 
two years; but I can see, and fully un- 
derstand, if we have special legislation, 
and if we allow monopolies to come in 
and swallow up the minor corporations, 
how the great manufacturing interests of 
the State will sufler. Sir, I think the 
less legislation we have upon this subject 
will be for the better. I hope and expect 
the Legislature willprepareafull and well 
digested general manufacturing law, and 
if they do that, the manufacturing inter- 
ests of the State will not suffer if without 
legislation not only for two years, but 
even for jive years. I need not allude to 
the expense of carrying on the annual ses- 
sions of the Legislature. It seems to me 
that this, also, should have RI )11 ii: lb\-eight 
in the deliberations upon this qiicstion. 
It costs the State four hundrc:l ihonsand 
dollars to hold a session of the Legisla- 
ture, independent of printing, and if we 
can show no good reason for these ses- 
sions annually, and have s!rown that 
the minority report does not cyiuain good 
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reasons in defence of annual sessions, 
or arguments which cannot be satisfac- 
torily answered, I do hope that we will 
adopt the seation just as the Committee 
on the Legislature have deemed propor 
to report. The committee has made a 
careful examination of the question.- 
They discussed it thoroughly, entering 
fully into its merits, and as the result of 
their conclusions they have reported in 
Favor of biennial sessions. I do hope, 
therefore, that this Convention will en- 
dorse the conclusion arrived at by the 
committee. 

Mr. WHERRY. Mr. Chairman : As the 
hour of adjournmentis rapidly approach- 
ing, and as this is a very important sub- 
ject, I move that the committee rise, re- 
port progress and ask leave to sit again. 

The motion was agreed to. 

IN CONVENTION. 

The committee then arose, and thePresi- 
dent resumed the ahair. 

. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Mr. President: I have 
the honor to report that the committee of 
the whole has had under consideration 
the first and second sections of the article 
to the Constitution, reported by the Com- 
mittce on the Legislature, and that I am 
instructed to report progress and ask 
leave to sit again. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is, shall 
the committee have leave? 

Thequestion was decided in theaffb-ma- 
tive. 

The PRESIDENT. At what time ? 

[Several members. To-morrow.] 

The PRESIDENT. asthere is no special 
time named, the committee has leave to 
sit agiiin to-lnorrow. 

Mr. WITFJRRY moved to adjourn, which 
was agreed to, and thereupon, at two 
o’clock P. M., the Convention adjourned. 
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TWENTY-l?OURTH DAY. 

Tmmsm~, January 23,1873. 

The Convention met at twelve o’clock 
M. 

PRAYER. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. James W. 
c%.lrry, as follows : 

Unto Thee, 0 Cod, the giver of all good 
gifts, do we desire to look this morning, 
confessing to onr sins and our gratitude. 
We sfknoupledge that we have violated 
Thy holy law, but we give glory and hon- 
or to Thee that we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous. 
For His sake, this morning, may it please 
Thee to pardon each one of us of every- 
thing thst maybe displeasing to Thee ; of 
everything that would disqualify us for 
usefulness in this world, and for a home 
in Thy everlasting kingdom. Let Thy 
blessing be upon us as a Convention, and 
may Thy blessings be upon us as individu- 
als ; and especially, 0 Lord, bless the &I- 
sent portion of our body, those who 8re 
detained at their homes on account of 
afdiction. Be with them and comfort their 
hearts, and restore them to their health, 
th8t they may soon be able to return to 
their duties in this Convention. 

We ask Thy blessing upon onr State. 
Wo ask Thy blessing upon the United 
States. We ask Thy blessing, 0 Lord, 
ever to abide with those in authority. 
Give them judgment ; give them under- 
standing; give them proper decision of 
character, so that the interests of our 
country may be promo ted and the welfare 
of the people proteoted. We ask Thee to 
be with us, aud ultimately save us ail, in 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

JOURNAL. 

The Journal of &sterd8yts proceedings 
was read alid approved. 

MERCANTILE LIBRARY. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair has received 
a communicstion from the Mercantile h- 
brary association, which the Clerk will 
read. 

The CLERK read 8s follows : 
PHILADELPHIA, 1.16 Monllc, 25, 1873. 

To the Convention for revising the Con&i- 
tution of Pennsylvania: 

GENTLEDfEN:-On behalf of the ciire&ors 
of the Mereantile library oompsny of this 
oity, I beg leaveto extend to you au in+ 
tation to visit the library rooms, and make 
such’ use of the ‘books and periodicals 
there as you may find convenient or prac- 
ticable. 

With this view a ticket has been fum- 
ished to each member of the Convention. 

Yours respeotfully. 
J. NORRIS PEROT, 

Preeident. 
Mr. LAMBERTON. Mr. President: I t 

move that the invitation be accepted, with 
the thsnks of the Convention. 

The motion was agreed to. 

TEE AUDITOB G’ENERAL. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Conven- 
tion a aommunic8tion from the Audit& 
Gwneral in response to 8 resolution of the 
16th inst., requesting him torespond, with- 
out delay, to the resolutionof the22d of No- 
vember last, in respect to private corpom- 
tions doing business in Pennsylvania, &XX, 
stating that it is absolutely impossible to 
furnish such information, by reason of the, 
great amount of labor involved in the 
furnishing of such inforIIIation. 

Mr. &RBON. I move to refer the com- 
munication to the Committee on Private 
Corporations. I 

The motion was agreed to. 
\ 

TRADES UNIONS. 

Mr. Co~sox presented 8 petition from 
the Amerioan Meeh8nies’ 8ssociation of 
Pennsylvania, asking that the Constitn 
tion be so amended 8s to prevent the in- 
terference by all labor assooiations in lim- 
iting the number of apprentices in any 
art, trade or mystery. 

The petition was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Industrial Interests and Labor. 
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PROHIBITION. 

Mr. MINOR presented a petition from 
certain citizens of Titusville, praying for 
an amendment of the Constitution look- 
ing to the prohibition of the manufacture 
and sale of intoxicating liquors as a beve- 
rage, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Legislation. 

White, David N., White, J. W. I”., Wor- 
rell, Wright and Meredith, President-f%. 

LEAVE OF ABEIGNCE. 

Mr. HOPKINS asked and obtained leave 
of absence for Mr. M’Allister for ono day. 

ELECTIONS. 

The PRESIDENT. The question now is 
upon the final passage, on third reading, 
of the second article reported by the Com- 
mittee on Suffrage, Elections and Repre- 
sentation. The article will be read for in- 
formation. 

The CLERK then read as follows : 

SECTION -. The general election shall 
be held on the Tuesday next following 
the first Monday of November, but the 
Legislature may by law fix a different 
day, two-thirds of each House consenting 
thereto. 

SECTION -. A11 elections for city, ward, 
borough and township officers, for regu- 
lar terms of service, shall be held on the 
third Tuesday of February. 

The question being upon the final pas- 
sage of the article, the yeas and nays were 
required by AMr. Hanna and Mr. Simpson, 
and were as follow, via: 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Achenbaoh, Ainey, Andrews, 
Armstrong, Rally, (Perry,) Bannan, Bee- 
be, black, Charles A., Black, J. S., Bow- 
man, Yoyd, Brodhead, Broomall, Brown, 
Campbell, Carter, Church, Clark, Collins, 
Corbett, Craig, Cronmiller, Curry, Cuyler, 
Dallas, De France, Dunning, Elliott, Ellis, 
Ewing, P&ton Funck, Gibson, Gowen, 
Guthrie, Hall, Harvey, Hay, Hazzard, 
Hemphill, Hopkins, IIorton, Howard, 
Hunsicker, Kaine, Lamberton, Landis, 
Lawrence, Lear, Long, M’Camant, M’- 
Clean, MacConnell, M’Cullooh, M’Mur- 
ray, Mantor, Metzger, Minor, Newlin, 
Niles, Palmer, G. W., Parsons, Patterson, 
T. H. B., Patton, Porter, Pughe, Purman, 
L’urviance, Samuel A., Read, John R., 
Reed, Andrew, Rooke, Smith, H. G., 
Smith, W. H., Struthers, Turrell, Van 
Reed, Walker, Wetherili, J. M., Wherry, 

NAYS. 

Messrs. Addicks, Baker, Bardsley, Bid- 
die, Carey, Cochran, Carson, Darlington, 
Fell, Hanna, Lilly, Littleton: MacVeagh, 
Mann, Palmer, H. W., Patterson, D. W., 
Reynolds, James L., Ross, Runk, Simp- 
son. Smith. Henrv W., Stanton, Wetherill, 
I&e Jno. ‘and White; Harry-24. 

So the section was agreed to. 
ARSENT OR NOT VOTINO-MeSSrS. Al- 

ricks, Baer, Bailey, (Huntingdon), Bar- 
clay, Bartholomew, Buckalew, Cassidy, 
Curtin, Davis, Dimmiok, Dodd, Edwards, 
Finney, Gilpin, Heverin, Knight, M’Bllis- 
ter, Mott, Purviance, John N., Reynolds, 
S H., Russell, Sharpe, Stewart, Temple 
and Woodward-25. 
MODE OFVOTINOON NEWCONSTITUTION. 

Mr. HUNSICKER. Inow call up tbereso- 
lution offered by me some time ago, re- 
lating to the manner in which this Con- 
stitution on which we are engaged shall 
be voted upon. 

The CLERK read the resolution, as fol- 
lows : 

Resolved, Tliat this Convention accepts 
the mode provided by section four of the 
act of Assembly, approved April 11, 1872, 
entitled “An Act to provide for calling a 
Convention to amend the Constitution.” 
for the submission of the proposed amend- 
ments of the Constitution to the people 
for adoption or rejection. 

The question being shall the Conven- 
tion proceed to the second reading and 
consideration of the resolution, it was 
agreed to. 

So the resolution was again read. 
Mr. HUNSIOKER. For the purpose of 

making my meaning perfectly plain I 
will read that portion of section four to 
which I refer. It provides that “one- 
third of all the members of the Conven- 
tion shall have the right to require the 
separate and distinct submission to a 
popular vote, of any ohonge or amend- 
ment proposed by the Convention.” 

My purpose in introducing it at this 
early stage of the session is t.o avoid the 
complication which may arise from the 
legal minds of the Convention, some of 
whom hold and maintain that the Legis- 
lature had a perfect right to include in 
that act of April 11,1872, restrictions upon 
and qualifications of the powers of this 
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Convention, while others maintain that 
the Legislature had no power or author- 
ity for any such restrictions or qualifica- 
tions, and assert that all the Legislature 
could legally do was to provide for the 
pay of members, kc. 

To avoid any discussion on that point 
and to save any trouble as to the course 
of the Convention, I think it is best for uq 
to settle the question now by a rule of 
this sort. Hence, I offer that resolution 
as an additional rule. I will remark, in 
closing, that I shall be quite content with 
whatever the Convention may see fit to 
do on the subject. 

Mr. BOYD. I move to amend, by adding 
to the end of the resolution the words, 
“ and all the other sections of said act.” 

Mr. JOLXN R. READ. I move to post- 
pone the consideration of this question 
for the present: 

The question being taken, it was deci- 
ded iE the affirmative. 

ELECTION OF ASSEMBLYMEN. 

The PRESIDENT. The nest business in 
order is the further considerationof the 
article reported by the committee on the 
Legislature. Is it the pleasure of the Con- 
vention to proceed to the consideration of 
the article ? 

Mr. GOWEN. I move that the Conven- 
tion resolve itself into committee of the 
whole for the purpose of considering the 
report. 

The motion was agreed to. 

11TCOMMITTEEOF TIIEW-HOLE. 

The Convention then resolved itself into 
committee of the whole, Mr. Hopkins in 
the chair. 

The CRAIXMAN. When the committee 
rose yesterday the pending amendment of 
the gentleman from Tioga, (Mr. Niles,) to 
strike,out the word “two,” in the first sen- 
tence of the second section, and insert the 
word ti one,” was under consideration. 

Mr. NILES. I desire to withdraw my 
amendment to the second section, and 
give notice that I shall offer the same 
amendment when the fifth section comes 
np for discussion. Some members are of 
the opinion that members of the General 
Assembly should be elected every two 
years, and, as far as I am concerned, I 
have no sort of feeling in regard to that, but 
I shall offer the same amendment to the 

22 

fifth section, providing that the Legisla- 
ture shall hold annual instead of biennial 
sessions. I therefore desire to withdraw 
the ameqdment I offered yesterday. 

Mr. DARLINOTON. I renew the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SIMPSON. I move, as an amendment, 
to strike out the word “January,” and 
insert in its place the word “December ;‘? 
and I propose, Mr; President, to give my 
reasons for urging this change. The elec- 
tions will take place -- 

Mr. KAINE. villthe gentleman allow 
me to interrupt him for a moment? I de- 
sire to know what is the exact question 
before the committee? 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment oi 
the gentleman from Philadelphia, (Mr. 
Simpson,) to strike out the word “Janu- 
ary” and insert the word “December,” in 
the second section of the report of the 
committee. 

Mr. KAINE. I was under the impres- 
sion that there was an amendment to the 
amendment now pending. 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion to renew 
the amendment of the gentleman from 
Tioga (Mr. Niles) was not made until 
the Chair had recognized the gentleman 
from Philadelphia (Mr. Simpson.) The, 
gentleman from Philadelphia has the 
floor. 

Mr. SI&~PSON. The amendment I pro- 
posed is to make the terms of the 
members of the Legislature begin on 
the first day of December, rather than 
on the first day of January, for two 
reasons. The first reason I propose for 
the consideration of the Convention is, 
that the fiscal year of the State begins on 
the first day of December, and ends with 
the thirtieth day of November of each 
year; and therefore the terms of the 
members of the Legislature will corres- 
pond with the beginning and ending of 
the fiscal year. The second reason is, that 
the time between the election of members 
and the time when they enter upon their 
term of office is, in my judgment, too far 
apart. If the article on elections, which 
has been already adopted by the Conven- 
tion, is approved by the people, the elco- 
tions will be held in the early part 
of the month cf November, and in no 
instance can they reach a time later 
than the middle of the month. It 
takes, in the most remote district, and 
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one containing the greatest number of 
counties, not more thin a week to ascer- 
tain the result of the election, and there 
mill be at least ten days between the time 
when the result of the election is nscer- 
tained and the first day of December. Now 
the t.ime, if extended t,o the 1st cf Janu- 
ary, mill make some forty or forty-one 
days. I do not know that it will occur- 
it never has-but it may occw that at 
soms time that the Governor will he re- 
quired to call a special session of the Leg- 
islature before its regular session com- 
mencing on the first Tuesday nf January ; 
and if such session should be called in De- 
cember, under the proposition asit is now 
before the committee, without the amend- 
ment I have proposed, those members 
whose terms of office were about to es- 
pire, and who should no longer be mcm- 
bers of the body, by reason of having been 
voted out, because they were not repre- 
senting the will of the people, would as- 
semble in Harrisburg to legislate during 
the entire month of December. In the 
other case there would be ample time be- 
tween the election and the first day of De- 
cember to ascertain who have been elected 
as members of the Legislature, and I hope 
the amendment will be adopted by the 
Convention. 

Mr. LILLY. I move to amend tho 
amendment, bystrikingout “the first day 
of January,” and insert “ next day.“ 

Mr. SIMPSON-. I think the gentleman 
had better make it ten days after the 
election. 

Mr. LILLY. I do not propose by my 
amendment that the Legislature shall 
meet the next day after the election, by 
any means. I merely propose that the 
term of office of the members shall com- 
mence the first day after the election, the 
same as it does now. The Constitution 
says nothing about it, and the Legislature 
is authorized so to construe it that their 
term of office shall commence the next 
day after their election. If the Governor 
called a special session of the Legislature, 
it would be by a proclamation ten days in 
advance of the session. I remember, in 
1857, the time of the great financial crisis, 
when the Legislature assembled they sat 
until the day before the election, and then 
they adjourned sine die, because they all 
considered that their term of office ex- 
pired on the following day. I do not want 

any arrangement made between the timo 
of the election and the first day of .Jnnu- 
ary by which to allow the Governor to c:rK 
the old Legislature together. Now there 
are some extreme and improbable things 
that are not likely to occur, but I ~111 
state a proposition which, I am free to 
confess, is highIy extreme and improba- 
ble. Suppose the present Legislature 
should pass and adopt laws that arc en- 
tirely repugnant to this whole Common- 
we&h, and that the people should turn 
out the obnoxious members and elect 
others on the election day. If the Govcr- 
nor of the State should happen to be in 
accord with Ihe action of the Legislature 
in passing these pernicious laws, he could 
eall the Legislature together again, and 
the old Legislature would have forty or 
fifty days to complete that which the pco- 
pie had decided against. I am strongly 
in favor of this amendment, for I cannot 
see any objection whatever to the tsrms 
of office of the members of the Legisla- 
ture terminating on the day after the eiec- 
tion. I do not propose that the Legisla- 
ture should be called together at that 
time, but simply that the term shall com- 
mence the day after the election, and then 
if the Governor desires to call a special 
session of the Legislature, he can issue his 
proclamation, and after the customary 
time has elapsed, each member can go to 
IIarrisburg, present his csrtificate and 
claim his scat. 

The question being taken on the amend- 
ment to the amendment, a division was 
called, &nd it was agreed to. Ayes fifty- 
tight, noes thirty-four. 

The CHAIRMAX. The question is now 
on the amendment as amended. 

Mr. ~IACVEAGII. Nr. Chairman : ‘I’he 
amendment as amended provides that 
the term of office shall begin on the day 
succeeding the election. I confess that it 
seems to my mind, while it is not a mat- 
ter of verygreat importance, exceedingly 
undesirable to do so and mainly for the 
reasons which the gentleman from Carbon 
(Mr. Lilly) himself gave. I cannot think 
that the time which elapses between t,he 
middle of Xovember and the beginning 
of the year is any too long to elapse bc- 
tween the election of the members of the 
General Assembly and the commcnce- 
ment of their term. The danger to which 
that gentleman alludes is entirely chi- 
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merical, for the reason that if the Governor 
wishes to call an extra session of the 
Legislature he would do it before the 
election. In this case they could not 
meet until December, and the other body 
meet naturally according to law on the 
first of January. So that if such an cx- 
traordinary case did occur, the evil could 
be at once undone. On the other hand, 
a long time would be afforded to ascer- 
tain really who are elected to the Legisla- 
ture. In very many cases, especially in 
c,ases of canlest, time would not have 
elapsed sufficient for the purpose of mak- 
ing a contest. If gentlemen will consult 
the Debates on the federal Constitution, 
they will see, at great length, the reasons 
which were given there for making the 
term of the members of Congress begin 
subsequent to their election-and a long 
period subsequent. 

I hzve uo tenacity about the form in 
which it is, except that it seems to me to 
be wiser to allow an interval of a few 
weeks to count the vote, which this does, 
and to make the term commence at the 
beginning of the year. But if the com- 
mittee think otherwise they can so de- 
cide. 

Mr. DARLINGTON. Mr. Chairman: I 
desire to ask what the question before the 
committee is? Is it not on my amend- 
ment? Does not au amendment to the 
amendment take precedence of the 
amendment itself? 

The CHAIRMAN. The question before 
the committee is the amendment. This 
was moved to strike out January and in- 
sert December. Then it was moved to 
amend that, by striking all out and insert- 
ing the next day after electmn. That 
amendment was adopted, and now the 
question is on the amen&u&t SD amend- 
ed. If that should be negatived the ques- 
tion would recur on the section as it 
stands, as the Chair understands it. 

Xr. Gowuru. Mr. Chairman: As the 
amendment is amended I trust it will 
not pass the House. Although there 
would be but little objection to having 
the term commence on the 1st of Decem- 
ber instead of the 1st of January ; yet, if 
the term of the members of the Legisla- 
ture is to commence on the first day after 
th? election, it follows that, for at least a 
week, the legislative power of this Com- 
monweaith is vested in a body cf people 

whose existence is unknown, unasoer- 
tainable and not declared. The term of 
the old Legislature would cease on the 
day after the election of their successors. 
The terms of the new members certainly 
should not commence until the proper 
election officers have determined who art, 
elected. 

Now suppose, in a case of great turmoil 
and excitement, it was absoiutely neces- 
sary to have a meeting of the Legislature 
on the Wednesday succeeding the first 
Monday of November. If in consequence 
of invasion of the State or of any great bus-i. 
ness or commercial depression, the Gov- 
ernor of the Commonwealth would call a 
meeting of the Legislature, to convene 
on the Wednesday following the election 
day,who would know who should attend? 
The new members would not have re- 
ceived their certificates. Certainly it is 
wrong, in a legal sense, to introduce any 
other primafacie evidence of a Fiepreseu- 
tative’s right to hold a seat in the Legis- 
lature than the certificate of the election 
otllcers themselves. The return judges 
have not met. The judges in districts, 
composed of several counties, will not 
meet for a week after the elestiou, and 
yet if the term of the members is to com- 
mence before their right to hold the office 
is determined upon, it follows that, for at 
least a week, this Commonwealth is pray- 
tically without any legislative body what- 
ever. 

Mr. DARLINOTON. Mr. Chairman: I 
suppose, under the present Constitution, 
the membersof the Legislature are mem- 
bers from the day of their election. I 
t,hink, as it now stands, and as it always 
has existed in this Commonwealth, tie 
end of the term of the members of the 
Legislature is with the election of their 
successors. Now, sir, have we ever es- 
perienced any lucouvenience from this? 
None whatever ! Ko inconvenience, as far 
as I know, has ever yet been esperieucad 
in theivorkiugs of the government of this 
State by reason of the members elected 
on the second Tuesday of October hold- 
ing until the succeeding second Tuesday 
of October. In other words, from the day 
of their election, whenever that may be 
offioially declared’ to be the result, still 
they are members from the day of the 
election. Although the return judges 
may not meet for weeks thereafter, stil 
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when they do declare the rssult, it is that 
those gentlemen were elected on the sec- 
ond Tuesday of October. Snd if we 
change the election day the same occurs. 

Now, sir. suppose the Governor, in an 
emergency, requires the Legislature to 
meet at once; that is, within two or three 
days, or even ten days, of the d:%y of elec- 
tion. He would scarcely feel it necessary 
to call them together, because there would 
not be time to mature any grelt or impor- 
tant measure. That is an interregnum 
which may exist just as it exists from the 
day that the emergency arises until they 
can bo got together. There may be such 
occasion ; but I take it the Executive of 
the State is ample; the officers in 
command of the State are ample for a 
caSe of emergency to suppress insur- 
rection, repel invasion or anything of 
the kind. There is no interregnum 
in the government. There must bc 
a day when the old members of the 
Legislature cease to be so, and the new 
ones commence their term of service. If 
an emergency should arise just at the heel 
of the expiration of service of one Legis- 
lature you cannot very well call that body 
together, because it would be inefficient 
to mature any decisive measure. In con- 
sequence, you must wait for a few days 
for the assembling of the new body, and 
I take it that the State would not go to 
pieces ;’ me would not go to pieces ; we 
would not all be killed ; we would not all 
be destroyed in a few days. 1 t is au emer- 
gency that may arise, but it is no practi- 
cal importance. 

Why should we make any change? 
Why is not this state cf thing3 met by 
the amendment of the gentleman from 
Carbon (Xr. Lilly?) It is precisely what 
the committee themselves seem to have 
desired to do to retain, as far as possible, 
the text of the old Constitution, unless 
there is some propriety in the change. 
Kow they propose to change ; indeed, this 
Convention have adopted a new day for the 
geueral elect:on ; but whenever that takes 
place the same result will follow. Mem- 
bers will be elected, who, from the day of 
their &&ion, are liable to be called into 
the service of the State, and who must 
serve it until their time expires with the 
elecsion of their successors. I cannoti real- 
ly see any reasons for the change. 

Mr. NACVE~OH. Mr. Chairman : I am 

sorry to trouble the Convention, but it 
was exactly to remedy this defect, as WC 
understood it to be, that this change wag 
mAde. Thegentleman fromchester (Mr. 
Darlington) thinks no trouble can possi- 
bly arise to require the Le$sMuro to be 
in session within ten days of its election. 
Not only is it true that the ten days are 
not suffioient to call the Legislature to- 
gether, in view of the brief time allowed 
for the ascertainment of who are elected, 
but the committee had in their minds 
the f&.3 that a contest might arise even 
here in the city of Philadelphia, where an 
injunction could be obtained to restrain 
the return judges, under allegations of 
fraud or other allegations, from counting 
the returns and giving a certificate to 
anybody. In such a case the court would 
hear the case, of course, as quickly as it 
possibiy could, and decide upon the prirnn 
facie right of one of the parties to a seat. 
But in such a case an entire city like this 
might be deprived of representation, an 
entire city like Allegheny might be de- 
prived of representation. In any event, 
even if no contest arises, for at least two 
weeks, there is an interregnum of legisla- 
tive power. 

Here on that very point the old Consti- 
tution gaverise to a doubt. Very many 
men were in doubt exactly at what time 
the legislative term did end exactly 
whether the term ended on the day pre- 
ceding the general election or not. The 
report of the committee fixes it definitely. 
It prevents any interregnum, and it gives 
ample time if there is a contest in a cit,y 
like this to enable a proper tribunal to 
ascertain a plimu facieri.ght of gentlemen 
to their seats. So that you have a legal 
body always in existence, and always 
ready for any emergency. 

Mr. ELLIS. Mr. Chairman : I move to 
re-eonsider thevote by which the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Carbon was 
adopted. 

The CHAIRNAE. Did the gentleman 
vote in the affirmative ? 

Mr. ELLIS. Mr. Chairman : I voted in 
the negative. But I take it, when the 
yeas and nays are not called, it is compe- 
tent for any gentleman, without reference 
to the way in which he voted, to move to 
re-consider. 

The CIIMRXIA~V. The same rules apply 
in committee of the whole as in the 
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House. A m&on to re-wnsider can only 
bo made by a gentleman who voted in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Mr. Chairman: I 
conceive that there is avery great pro- 
prietyln sustainingthe amendment which 
has been adopted, and I think that, if for 
no other reason, this Convention ought to 
adopt it in deference to the popular will. 
There can certainly be no disadvantage 
result to the public from this change. 
Gentlemen say it takes a few days, some- 
times ten days, toget the returns counted. 
and there will be au interregnum.. Well, 
Mr. Chairman, you have been in long 
public life, and you have never seen any 
great detriment or injury result to the 
public from the ‘fact of its requiring ten 
dsys or two weeks to count the result. 

Now I have never heard it doubted, 
although my Mend on the left (Mr. Mec- 
Veagh) says it has been, certainly in prac- 
tice it has never been questioned, that 
when an election took place on the second 
Tuesday of October the terms ofthe mem- 
bers of the former year ended. I never 
hoard of a contest in the General Assem- 
bly on that po’.nt, and I never heard of 
any bad result to the public come from 
that fact. Now should we get up ma- 
chinery hzre manifestly operating to de- 
feat the popular will 1 In case of a revo- 
lution ofsentiment, the election,probably, 
of a Governor and a new House, to be 
decided altogether, this machinery would 
enable therepudiated Executive and the 
old Legislsture to be in existence against, 
probably, the almost unanimously ex- 
pressed public sentiment of the Common- 
wealth, and to be in power to legislate, 
and to legislate, probably, by a faction, a 
combination, as it may be, between the 
Execu!ivc and the old Assembly. 

Why, Mr. Chairman, if we arc to re- 
spect the popular will, ifwe do not expect 
to defeat the rights and privileges of rep- 
resentative government, how can we pass 
this amendment, unless it is shown that 
in the past some injury has resulted to 
the Commonwealth and to the people 
therefrom. Ikoanse, you know, and 
cverp, gentleman hero knows, that irnme- 
diatelp after the second Tuesday of Oc- 
tobcr the terms of the old members cease, 
and, I apprehend, no gentleman on this 
floor can pomt to any instance where 
there has been axy inconvenience or any 

injury resulting to the Commonwealth or 
the people thereof from that rule. 

It may happen, in these days, that a re- 
pudiated Executive will call together are- 
pudiated House between November and 
the lirst day of January,and do a very 
great dehl of harm, at least act, to a very 
greatextent, diametrically opposite to the 
express wishes of the people at a reoent 
election. Shall we get up a machinery 
that will permit such a thing? Should 
not our regard for the popular will be such 
as toinduce us to close that avenue to such 
a result, and to make it imposwble? It 
seems to me that we ought to make the 
term end immediately on the day suoceed- 
ing the election, and the Governor, if it i3 
necessary to call the Legislature together, 
would not wait for the return. He would 
call those that were elected at the last sue- 
oeedlng electicn. 

Some gentlemen say that whole cities 
may fail to be represented on account of 
contest,. That in the result now. It often 
happens that whole couuties have no re- 
presentation, although the Legislature has 
been meeting two months after the State 
election. It often happens that many 
counties have novote or representation on 
the floor of the General A%etibly for 
weeks; and as you, Mr. Chairman, in the 
history of your public life, have seen it 
for months ; but we have ne%ei felt that 
any great injury or any in.iury has W- 
sulted to the public good. It seemsto me 
that we should get up a Constitution in 
deference to the publia sentiment, unless 
better cause and argument be shown than 
has been, permitting the people to oarry 
out their sentiments through their reprc- 
sentstives, immediately after they have 
announced their sentiments through the 
ballot-box. 

I hope, therefore, that this amendment 
will be adopted ; and if we refuso to 
adopt it, it seems to mo that we are wil- 
Sully, and with our eyes open, getting up 
a machinery to defeat the popular will. 

~\~.KAINE. Mr. Chairman : I appre- 
hend that the cause for the alarm so much 
dreaded by the gentleman from Lances- 
ter (Xr. Patterson) is a myth; thi4 ap- 
prehension of the meeting of an old Leg- 
islature between the election now fixed, 
as we have decided this morning, on the 
Tuesday after the first Monday in R’ovem- 
ber and the first of January, or the time 

. 
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Axed in the section now bsfore the com- 
mittee, is all a mistake. 

The gentleman says that there has 
never been any difficulty upon this sub- 
ject ; that there never has been any ques- 
tion raised as to the time when members 
elected on the second Tuesday of October 

I were entitled to their seats, he holding 
that they were entitled thereto immedi- 
ately after that day. Difficulties on that 
subject may never have arisen in the 
minds of lawyers so distinguished as the 
gentleman from Lancaster (Mr. D. W. 
Patterson ;) but, I know, sir, that in my 
section of the State very grave doubts 
have often arisen upon that very ques- 
tion-whether members of the L$gisla- 
(ure, elected on the se-o& Tuesday of 
October, were entitled to their seats im- 
mediately thereafter, or whether, ifan ex- 
ira session were called by the Governor, 
the old members would be required to re- 
;pond. I have no recollection, Xr. Chair- 
.lan, lhat ever, since the organization of 
his government, an extra session of the 

’ ,egislature was called, and met between 
he second Tuesday of October and the 
irst Monday of December, as the Lcgis- 

lature met under the Constitution of 17X& 
or that any has been called and met since 
the adoption of the Constitution of 1X$ 
up to the present time ; I think there has 
bpen none, sir ; but I know that the ques- 
tion has been considered by men who are 
not only lawyers but who have been on- 
gaged in administering the affairs of the 
government at Harrisburg. 

There is nothing said in the Constitu- 
tion upon the subject. Then, sir, why 
not, when it is so easy a matter, to fix the 
time now, at some period after the elec- 
tion, at which the members can be quali- 
fied and properly fitted to take their seats. 
The day after the election would be too 
soon. In some districts in this State there 
are three or four counties. The district 
which you have the honor to represent on 
his floor ix composed of three countias. 

The election is now held on the Tuesday 
after the first Monday of Eovembor, I be- 
lieve. The return judges perhaps do not 
meet until the following week. That will 
make it ten or fifteen days before it is as- 
certained exactly who are the members 
elected to the next Legislature, and when 
they shall take their seats. Wvo have an 
example in point precisely, and no diffi- 

culty has ever arisen therefrom. We 
elect four mernbcrs of Congress in Penn- 
sylvania the year before they take their 
scats. No difficulty has ever arisen from 
a matter of that kind, and this is prccise- 
ly the same case. 

What 1 desire to say is, simply, fix it 
in the Constitution permanently and defi- 
nitely, that the people may know exactly 
when the members of the Legislature 
shall take upon themselves their ofice 
and meet at Harrisburg to discharge their 
duties as representatives of the people, 
and I think there is no fittertime than the 
first. day of January, as fixed in this scc- 
tion proposed to be added to the Consti- 
tution. There will be that time between 
Xovomber and the first of January, and, 
during that time, if anything should ever 
kappen, by which it would be necess‘lry 
for the Governor to call the Legislature 
tog&her, let the old Legislature meet. 
They are the representatives of the peo- 
ple, and will not destroy themselves or 
the people either. 

Mr. JOEIN R. BEAU. For the purpose 
of o&ring an amendment to the amend- 
mcllt, I desrre to move to re-consider the 
vote by which the amendment of the 
geutlenxm from Carbon (Xr. Lilly) was 
agrerd to. 

The luotion tore-consider wa3 agreed to. 

The C~~~AIRXAN. The qut-stion is upon 
the amendment of the gentleman from 
Carbon (Mr. Lilly.) 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Chairman: I ani 
not in fdvor of the anlendmenc otfcred bp 
the gentleman from CarLon, (Mr. I.illy.) 

I think that gentlemen are mnynit:vimg 
the danger which has been r&erred IO. 
They seam to bo alarmc~i, f9r fo;ir that a 
Lrgidluture may commit some error be- 
tween the time of election :md the time 
when the term of those elocte,; shail oo*u- 
menco. I am afraid oi no such diffical;g 
as rhat.. ‘I‘here may be. ‘IYx!ru may be: 
a necessity fur t,htr L;overnor calling the 
Legislature together &fore the day of 
election in Xovou~bcr, a8 we have lixcd 
it now, when there is not time to roulutly 
the evil or correct the orror f<Jr which that 
Legislature is called, by th:: tirnc of thj 
day of elocr1on. ‘I’hict dlfIii:ulty shoul~l 
be removed. 1%~ fixing ihc d,ty upon the 
first of January it ii, t3 a grtiiLt ostont. 
removed. \Vc are not to lo,,k upon the 
representatives 2~s conlilly together in- 
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tending to err. We are to believe that 
those that were elected the last year 
are just as honest and as capable as those 
that were elected at the election to occur 
soon, or just past. One is as much to be 
confided in and trusted as the other. 

By the amendment of the gentleman 
from Carbon, (Mr. Lilly,) the Governor 
is prevented, to a great extent, from call- 
ing the Legislature together one, two or 
three weeks, or a month, before the day 
of election, when there can be nothing 
accomplished unless that session is con- 
tinued over until the first of January, or 
some day subsequent to the day of elec- 
lion. 

Sow I believe this body will err in 
fixing the term to commence on the day 
succeeding the day of election. We will 
err, for the reasou that I have mentioned 
-that there may occur a necessity for 
the calling together of the Legislature, 
when there will not be sufficient time to 
correct the evil that suggested itself to 
Ihe Executive, demanding or requiring 
au extra session of the Legislature. 1 
shall vote most cheerfully for the report 
of the committee, believing that the time 
fixed therein is a better time for the oom- 
mencement of the term than the time in- 
dicated by the amendment now pending. 

Mr. Chairman. There is another con- 
sidcration. You have heun in the Senate 
and House, and so have others who are 
present ; and you know, and every gen- 
tleman, who has been there knows, that 
betweeb the time of election,and the time 
of the convening of the Legislature, no 
gentleman, I do not care how elegant in 
intellect he may be, how cultivated his 
mind, how much he may theretofore 
have directed his attention to the subjects 
to be considered, no gentleman, worthy 
of a seat in the House or the Senate, but 
requires some time to prepare himself for 
the duties of the position that he is called 
upon to assume. According to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Carbon (Mr. 
Lilly) there is no time allowed for that. 
According to the report of the committee 
there is, from the day of election until 
the first of January, before he shall be 
called upon to assume tho legislative 
pwer. 

Mr. AImOR. Mr. President: I think 
that both the amendments and the origi- 
nal proposition are wrong. It will be ob- 

served, in the course of debate, that there 
wi:l be existing au evil of some mngni- 
tudo if there is a long period between the 
time of election and the time of entering 
upon office. The old Legislature may be 
convened by the Governor, and may 
do mischief that otherwise would not 
bo dotle. That certninly is an evil. On 
the other hand, it is said that if the time 
were fixed at the next day after the elec- 
tion, there is an unavoidable interreg- 
num of several days, during which no 
man knows in whom the legislative 
power of the State rests. The legislating 
body, to he sure, exists, but it cannot ba 
made available, for nobody knows who 
compose it. That also is an evil. It 
seems to me that the true remedy lies 
between these two extremes. Let us 
adopt some expedient that will, as nearly 
as possible, avoid both of thetn. If, there- 
fore, we can select such time for tho 
ccmmencement of the term of otllce as 
will allow just time enough to ascertain 
who are elected, and yet not sufficient 
time to give room fi,r the other evil, we 
will be getting at the happy mean. I 
must, therefore, vote against the amend- 
nienc; and if that fails to pass, I wilt 
propose an amendment to this effect: 
That the time be t!le second Tuesday 
after the election shall have taken place. 
That time will, I think, give an oppor- 
tunity of ascertaining who constitute the 
legitimate body, and will not afford time 
fur the perpetration of any mischief by 
an out-going Legislature. 

Mr. BEEBE. I am in favor of the re- 
port as it comes to ns from the commit- 
tee. If committees are worth anything 
to UY at all, the patience and care which 
they gave these subjects ought to invest 
their reports with some share of weight, 
and we ought to carefully consider any 
proposed departure from their recom- 
mendations. The ideas thrown ant here 
on this subject seem to be more matters 
of expediency than anything else. 

Some gentlemen seem to think that 
there is danger of having a legislative 
body of a most alarming character - 
which would in the last days of its term 
do something dreadful-something that 
would imperil the safety of our liberties. 
I do not think there is very much in that. 
Must we dread something horrible from 
the national Congress because its mern- 
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bcrs do not take their scats for some time 
after their election? Must we expect 
something awful from the Executive 
Dcpxtmcnt of the government bccsuse 
Governors who arc newly elected do not 
immediately take possession of their offi- 
cial chajrs? I do not think there is much 
to be feared on that score; and 1 think 
we had better at once fix the time and 
ha-i-e done with it. The colnmittee which 
had this matter under consideration has 
carefully considered it, and I propose to 
give them the beuefit of it. \\-e ought 
llot to disturb auy more than can possibly 
be avoided the matters to whic*h our 
committees give so much time and labor. 
especially npon p:Cntsof mere dctail and 
of petty importance. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. For my part I 
am not very much disturbed at the fact 
of some little time elapsiIl,g between the 
date of election and the date of couvouing 
of the Legislature. It is, however, well 
to have everything sertlel by a delinire 
rule. and this matter must certainly bo 
settled one way or the olher. I confess 
to feeling some doubt as to the propriety 
of making the term c:m~mc~~co, as some 
gentlemen have suggested, rho day im- 
mediately following the election. Able 
argumentspro and con have been made, 
which it is not necessary for me co reca- 
flitulace. It occnrs to me that if the idea 
now before the Convention is favored, the 
first day of December is the best day to 
atlopt. That will, in my opinion. be pre- 
ferablc to the first day ofJanuary. Usual- 
ly, I prefer 10 adopt, wherever prnctica- 
blc, the rei)orts of committees, for tho 
committees, unquestionably, dovote a 
good de.*1 of rime and attention to their 
sub;jccrs; but the first day of January 
iu so near Ihe day for rhc assemblirlg 
of the Le$slnruro, that jt seems uuwise 
10 make the term commence within so 
short a title-only a few days-of the 
mcating of thnf body. Why not, if wa 
arc going so near to the date of the meet- 
ing of the Legislature, make the term 
commence on that same day? If, hom- 
ever, WC are to have a different day, I 
should prefer the first day of December, 
the is, sotno tiny nearer to the day of 
election. As some geutleman 11a.s sug- 
gested, it is well, perhaps, to have rhe 
Legislature term commeuce with the 
commoncoment of the fiscal roar. It is 

not, of course, probable that much ditli- 
culty wvrll occur with re:*~d to this 
matter. Ccrtainiy, we have had lirtle 
dificulty from that source in the past, 
whatever we may find in the future. 

While on the subject. 1 would call the 
attention of the Convention to the fact, 
that in the State of Indiana, after the last 
electiou-the Governor being of one poli- 
tical party, and the majority of the Legis- 
lature being of another political party- 
the Governor, who was about to retire, 
called the 1,egislature together for the 
purpose of cfLVecting some statutory enact- 
inPnts relating to political affairs, pre- 
vious to the inauguration of the Governor, 
who had but recently been elected-Gor- 
eruor Hendricks. I do not know whnc 
the special objecrs were, nor whether the 
people of Indiana complnincd of that 
course; but at all events, it appears to 
me to be unwise to let too much time 
elapse betncen the election of rcpresea- 
tatives and their convening as a body. 
For that reason I vZl1 vote for that of 
December. 

Mr. LILLY. I wish to stnte to the get+ 
tleman that the Legislature which the 
Governor convened on the occasion rc- 
fcrred to, was the Legislature which had 
been just elected--noL the old one. 

Mr. LIARRY WHITE. I understand thgt. 

Mr. JOSEPTI BAXY. I would like to 
have the clause read as proposed to be 
amended by the genLleman from Carbon 
(5lr. Lilly.) 

The CLERIC than read the clause, as 
follows : 

“Their term of office shalLbegin on the 
next day snccec~iny their election.” 

IIr. JOSEPII I~AILY. J think it wculd 
be well to stribo ant the word “ null,’ 
and let it read “the d;ly succeeding.” 

Mr. LILLY. I accept that as a mo;lifi- 
cation ol” my motiou. 

The question being upon the amend- 
ment offered by the aentlemau from Car- 
bon, (Air. Lilly,) as mocliiied, to tile 
amendment off&cd by the gentlemaul 
from Philadelphia, (Mr. Bimpsou,) a tli- 
vision was called, and resultCd,--ill the 
affirmative, thirty-four ; in the ne,Foti\-r, 22 
my-four. 

So tho amendment to the amendment 
was rrjected. 



GOIST~TUTIONAL UONVENTlON. 

The Ctrarn~an. The question recurs The ('HAIRMAN. The questron is now 
on the amendment of the gentleman from upon the section as amended. 
Philadelphia (Mr. Simpson.) Mr. GOWEN. I believe it is known to 

,Mr, d. R. READ. I desire to offer the thisConvention that I amchairman of the 
following amendment: Strike out the Clommittee on Revision alid Adjustment, 
words “ day of January,” in the fourth 
line, and insert in lieu thereof, 

and I desire, therefore, to state that I have 
“the first endeavored to prepare myself for the du- 

Tuesday’:-so as to make it read ‘1 the first ties of that ofilcc by consulting several old 
9’uesd:L.y succeeding their ele:tion.” authorities, among others Lindley Mur- 

My object in otfering this arnondmont ray. I desire to call t,he attention of the 
is this: That I concur heartily in the re- Convention without, I hope, any appear- 
marksof thegentleman fromCarbon, (Mr. anoe of extreme criticism, to the wording 
I,illy,) as to the necessity of having a body of this’ section. The section, as it now 
which, if called together in special session, stands, reads: ‘* An election for members 
will represent the will of the people. Yet of the General Assembly shall he held on 
I can see much force in the remarksof the the first d;lV fixed for the general election 
gentleman from Philadelphia, (Mr. Cow- ,succeeding,” &c. It seems to me that 
on,) that there is no sort of certainty as to would imply that there mav be two days 
who the representatives of the people are fixed for the general election, and the 
nntil proper time is allowed to ascertain word “ first ” ought to be transposed so as 
the facts. I apprehrnd that the time to be inserted before the word “sucoeed- 
named in my amendment, namely, one in&” The section will then read more 
week, will about meet the case fairly. grammatical. 

The question being on the amendment Mr. MACVEALIH. I would state to the 
offered by the gentleman from Philadel- gent,leman that this section was written 
phia, (Mr. .7. R. Read,) to the amendment before the Conveption had passed up011 

otJered by the other gentleman frnm Phil- the question of elections. 
apelphia, (Mr. Simpson,) it was rejected. Mr. GOWEN. My amendment will cover 

Mr. Wnnun~. T presume that under everything, and will not affect the substi- 
the ordinary circu&tsnces of the public tution of the word (A December.” 
there need not be much difficulty in this The CHAIRMAN. The amendments 
case. Hut there are two considerations in which the gentleman proposes to offer had 
the case not yet pointed out. One is that better he submitted. The Clerk will read 
when the people adopt this new Constitu- them, and the sense of the Convention 
tion, if there ever was, in the history of can then be taken upon them. 
Pennsylvania, a necessity for special leg- The CLERK read as follows : 
islation, it will be then. That must neces- I. TO strike out the word “first,,” in the I 
sarily follow the adoption of this Constitu- first sentence, and to insert the word 
tion, for, wise as we may be, 1 doubt not “first” after the word ‘Leleotion,” in the 
we will make many and grievous errors, same sentence. 
which must be nrended by legislation. II. To insert the words *‘at the general 

There is anot,her consideration which I election held” after the word ‘<and,” in 
take forgranted. that if the provision about the first sentence. 
biennial sessionsof the Legislature passes, III. To strike out the word ‘6 balance,” 

, and is mtitied by the people, we remove in the last sentenoe, and insert in lieu 
the I,egialature, in one-half of its exist- thereof the word “remainder.” 
ence, nearly two years from the public IV. To insert the words “shall have,” 
heart and public pulse, so that the time after the word LLvacancy,r’ in the last sen- 
intervening between the election day and tence. 
the day for the assembling of the Legisla- The CHAIRMAN. The question is on 
tureshonldcertainly beasshortaspossihle. the tirst amendment. 

Mr. MINOR. I offer the following Mr. MACCONNELL. I move to amend, 
amendment: Strike out the words “ first by inserting the word ‘1 first” before the 
day of January,” and insert in lieu there- woni G‘general,” in the first sentence. 
of, “second Tuesday succeeding their Mr. SIMPSON. I would suggest to the 
election.” gentSlamxn from Allegheny (Mr. MacCon- 

Thequestion beingtakenon the amend- nell) that the section reads better without 
ment to the amendment, itwas notagreed the word L‘tlr~t” being inserted. 
to. Mr. DARLIN~TON. I would suggest to 

The question recurring on the amend- the c’onvention that all these mereverbal 
ment of Mr. Simpson, it was agreed to. amendments belong to the Committee on 
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Revision and Adjustment when the time The question being t;kken on the wmend- 
,tirrives. There will he, of course, various ment, it was agreed to. 
grarumatiwl inaaauraoies in th8 various The third amendment offered ‘by 1lr. 
forms of language in all the sections of Gowen, was then redd. 
this report ; and I do not think they can Mr. AINEY Mr. Chairman: I move tn 
be submitted for correction to aSbetter or amend theam+dment, by atrikingoutall 
more appropriate committee than the one after the word $1 election,” at the end of 
presided over by my friend Mr. Gowen. the fourth line, and insert the following : 
We should proceed to the further con- $1 When itng vacancy occurs in either 
sideration of the article and adopt such House, the Governor shall issue a writ of 
principles contained therein as we shall election to fiil such vacancy for the re- 
deem, proper; and then I would suggest mainder of the term in which.such vacan- 
refer the article, along with others, to the cy occurred.” 
Committee on Revision and Adjustment. Mr. AINRY. Mr. Chairman: If men\- 

Mr. (SowEN. If the gentleman froin bcrs will refer to the last&aragraph of the 
Allegheny (I@. MacConnell) will modify section, it will beseen that it does not pro- 
hisamendment to the amendment, so that vide for the filling of a single vwcancy. 
it will strike out tbe word “first” where While it might, perhaps, be construed to 
it is, and insert the word 4Lnext” after the authorize the issuing of a single writ of 
word “election,” 1 will accept the amend: election, it does not say so in terms. 111 
ment. an instrurnerit, so important, so difficultof 

Mr. MACC~NN~L~. I will withdraw change as would be the organic law, there 
my amendment, and the original amend- ought to be notblng left to be sdpplied by 
-ment can be so modjfied. implication, or that is capaple of being 

The question being taken on the Brst construed two ways. Besides, the lan- 
amendment as modified, offered by Mr. guage, as it comes from the committee, is 
Gowen, it was pgreed to. not grammatical. The word “ vacancies” 
” The PRESIDENT. The second amend- occurs tivice, and “vacxnc$” once in the 
ment, offered by Mr. Qowen, is now be- same clause, thoughall relateto the same. 
fore the C:onvention, and it will be read. In other words, we hare the singular noun 

The (CLERK read the amendment. ‘L~~oin~~*’ with tbe word LL8ucb ” pre- 
Mr. GOWEN. Mr. Chairman : The &- tired, a&l that related back to tbe plural 

ject of this amendment is this: As the ‘6 vacancies ” in the &me sentence, which 
section now reads it is that tnembers of destroys itssense. Tbe amendment which 
the General A.ssembly shall be elected oo I propo~c, if adopted, will provide for the 
the day fixed for the gene& e:eotion next filling of a single vacancy, yhich is not 
succeeding the adoption of this Coustitu- alearly provided for by the section as it 
tion and every two years thereafter. Now n?)w stands. It also’ makes a few other 
the general election occurs erery two .necessary changes in the language of the 

4 ,vears, and the section, 1 think, will read paragraph, the propriety of which must 
much better if the words “at the general be apparent to all who wi,l refer to the 
election held ” are inserted after the word section ,and to my amendment. I hope 
“and,” in the first sentence. Ihe same will be adopted. 

Mr. LILLY. When this Convention as- Mr. MANN. Mr. Chairman: It does 
sembledat Harrisburg, andthe committee seem to me that the remarks of the gen- 
reported the rules for the government of tleman have force, and we ought to pay 
its proceedings, in looking over the list of some little respdct to this Committee on 
committeesthey reported, I naturally sup- Revision. Now, the whole of these amend- ’ 
posed that the dutiesof the Committee on ments are proper subjects to be referred 
Revision and Adjustment were to pick out to that committee, or else it will have no 
-just such small words about which we duty to perform whatever. 
have been discussing, and remedy thgir I agree entirely with the remarks of the 
grammatical construction. In looking gentleman from Lehigh (Mr. Ainey.) But 
over the names of the members of this what I submit is, that it is a subject to be 
committee, I was glad to see that it was referred to the Committee on Revision. 
oomposed of just such men as now oom- They can review this work much better 
pose it ; and I liope t,hat all these minor than we can do so while in committee of 
questions will be referred to that commit- the whole. They were selected for that 
tee in order to save the ralupble t.ime of very purpose, and I hope we shall, not take 
the committee of the whole and the Con- it away from them in this way. There is 
vention in discussing all such matters. no use of making a motion to refer this 

l 



proytwition unle~* we can htive, by geIIera1 
tnIlseIlt, un urlderxtanding that the grsrn- 
mar of our sec?lions and matters of that 
kind, are to go, by common consent, to 
rho (‘ommittee on Revision. Unless WC’ 
do thiswe shall have such motionsas thcsc 
t~ery tinie we are in committee of the 
whole, zlud will accomplish very little. 

The (“HAIRMAN. The qnextion now ro- 
vurs on the amendment as amended. 

Mr. I)artr.Ih-o’ros. Mr. Chairman : 1 
now move to amend this seetion, by strik- 
ing out “two year%” and inserting “one 
>-Wi-.“ 

The (‘HA1SXAN. That is not an amend- 
?ucnt to the amendment. 

Mr. l~Anr.rxcYI’or;. Mr. Ctliunl\Hll : so, 
sir ; but to the originai ricxtion. 

‘l%e ClrAIlt~~~. The question is no& 
on the amendment as amended. When 
we txke up the section your amendnierlt 
xvi11 be in order. 

Mr. N I’: 1,’ I., s. Mr. Chairman : I move 
that the committee rise, report progrcrs, 
mid ask leave to wt agaiu. 

Which wan rqiected. 
l\fr. 1Iowanr~. Mr. Chairman : 1 moy(a 

rli:kt all these questions of grtm~mxr be r+ 
2i>rrctl to the (.‘orrrrnitte? on Revisiott. 

‘I’hc (~HhlRlhS. Till? g~Iltlrlll:n~ cilll- 
riot npakc that motion in committre of the 
whole. That motion must be nradc in the 
IlOLISC. 

Mr. hf.4f;%7,3AOH. Mr. C’hairmun : I 
think the better way wxlld he to adopt 
the suggestions made by gentlemen, un- 
lrss there is come clear objection, and 
twrrect as we ~CI along the errors which 

. 

3 
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TWENTY-FIFTH DAY. 

FRIDAY, .Janc~~rry 24, ISi% 
The (:onvnution met at twelve XI. 

I’RAY~B. 

Rev. Mr. Curry otferej prayer, as fol- 
lows : 

Within thcve mcred walls, \Imighty 
Father, in the yeam which have passed 
iuto cteruity, Thy servauts have declared 
the truth of God. We, as a Clouventiou of 
pe,)plc, representing the coustituency of 
this Comruouwealth, hare here met for 
t,he purpose of ch;rnging--rcvisirlX~~-rc~,i~irl~ the or- 
ganic law of the Commonwealth. Help 
us to remember that we are in the place 
where God’s word was declared. Help 
usalso to remember the fact that weareen- 
g-aged in very important duties. Help us 
tn perform these duties, with an eye sin- 
gle to the glory of God, and to the inter- 
ests of the young and the rising generation 
-yea, and our posterity yet unborn. We 
ask Thy blesalng to be with us in all our 
deliberations, remembering the fact that 
our works shall follow urn. Hear us this 
morning with merciful acceptance, and 
Anally save us, in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The Journal r,f yesterday was read and 
approved. 

The PREBIDXMT presented a communi- 
catiou from Frederick Fogg, a citizen of 
Philadelphia, rclatiug to labor, which 
was laid on the table. 

The PHESIDENT also presented a com- 
muncation from E. Haskill, a citizen of 
Philadelphia, relating to the jury system, 
which was laid on the table. 

1Mr. DABLIN~TON presented a petition 
from citizens of Chestt?r county, which 
was referred to the Committee on Suf- 
frage, Eiection and Representation. 

MILfTAltY FIN%+. 

Mr. DAHLINQTON also presented a me- 
morial from a monthly meeting of the SO- 
oietg of Friends, of the county of Chester, 
asking exemption from fine for failure to 
bear arms, which was referred to the 
Committee on Militia. 

The PRESIDENT presented a similar 
memorial from a monthly meeting of the 

Mr. I)ARLINWON prcscnted a petition 
frown a monthly meeting of the society of 
Friends, of the rounty of Cheater, aakiug 
that a provision to prohibit the mauufae- 
ture and sale of intoxicating liquors be 
incorporated iuto the new (.‘oustltution, 
which was referred to the Committee OR 
Legislntion. 

Mr. DARLINGTON also presented a me- 
mortal from the same meeting of the same 
society, asking for the abolition of the 
death penalty as a puuishmeut for crime. 

LF,AVICY OF ABSEXCE. 

Mr. LANDIS asked and obtained leave 
of absence for Mr. Haer for a few days. 

Mr. FIJNCK asked and obtained leave of 
absence for Mr. fidtnberton fora few days. 

Mr. LAWKENCE asked and obtained 
leave of absence for Mr. Hopkins for a 
few days. 

Mr., ARMSTRONQ asked and obtained 
leave of absence for Mr. Parsous for a few 
days. 

Mr. ARMYTRONCI also asked and ob- 
tained leave of absence for Mr. Metzger 
for a few days. 

Mr. Horn asked and obtained leave of 
absence for Mr. Carson for Saturday and 
Monday. 

Mr. TALLY asked and obtained leave ot 
absence for the Assistant Sergeant-at- 
Arms for a few days. 

Mr. H2\nru~r. A. PWIVIANCE asked and 
obtained leave of absence fix Mr. T. H. B. 
Patterson for a few days. 

Mr. CRAIU. Mr. President : I rise to a 
question of privilege. 1n this book of 
Amendments, page 86, No. 173, the Prin- 
ter has made me to have submitted a 
proposition to the Judiciary (‘ommittee. 
I desire to say that the proposition was 
submitted by Mr. 13roolnall; and I do not 
desire to detract from the honors due that 
gentleman. 



CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 

Mr. D2~~t~?, offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read : 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Con- 
vention that all amendnlents in matters 
of form or language, which may hereafter 
be otrercd in committee of the Tvhole to 
articles under consideration, shall be re- 
ported, without debate, to the Convention, 

.nnd that the same amendments, with all 
others of the same character which lnay 
be of&red in the Convention, shall bc re- 
ferred, without debate, to the Committee 
on Revision and Adjustment. 

The question being, shall the Convon- 
tion proceed to the second reading and 
consideration of the resolution, a divi- 
sion was called for, and resulted : In the 
atlirmative, forty-two ; in the negative, 
thirty-seven. 

Ho the resolution was again read. 
Mr. DALLAS. Mr. President : The Con- 

veution spent at least one long hour yes- 
terday in correcting matters of mere 
grammar and language in the report of 
the Committee on the Legislature, par- 
ticularly relating to the section of the 
article under its consideration. If this 
C’onvention has done any one wise thing 
since its sessions oomrhenced it has been 
to provide for a Committee on Revision 
aud Adjustment, and the gentlemen who 
are placed upon that committee are just 
the gentlemen who are competent to see 
to these mere matters of grammar and 
arrangement of language. If this Con- 
vention is to spend its time in committee 
of the whole, and subseqnently in Con- 
vention, in reviewing these questions of 
grammar and arrangement of sentences, 
which might bc as well done ‘by this 
committee, I fear our labors in the ex- 
amiuation of cardinal principles will be 
lengthened beyond Our expectation. The 
purpose of the resolution is not to confer 
power upon the Committee of Revision to 
perform a duty which would be beyond 
its re-consideration by the Convention, 
but simply to make t&se verbal correc- 
tions in the subjects coming bcforc us for 
consider&ion, subject, of course, to the 
appro\-a1 or disapproval of the Conven- 
tion. 

Mr. WTIT~XRY. I desire to say, in addi- 
tion to the remarks of the gentleman from 
Philadelphia, (Xr. Dallas,) that it would 
be really impossible to make these verbal 
amendments until the whole article is 
atlol>tcd. 

Mr. ELLIS. I think the gentleman who 
ofl’ered this resolution did not fully under- 
%and its scope. It is that wc shall re- 

fer matter,3 of language and grammar to 
tlm Committee on Revision and Adjust- 
ment. It will be a very dXicDlt matter, 
in the first instance, to d&ermine the es- 
act grammatical constrnction of the seu- 
tonccs in the sections WC shall adopt, as 
well as their substantial arrangement. I 
thiuk it is very iml)ortant that we should 
devote our attcntiou to the verbal con- 
struction of all articles which are passed 
and porfcct them, as far as possible, in 
committee of the whole. The Commit- 
tee on Revision and Adjustment will 
then hare the articleas fully and care- 
fully prepared by the Convention as 
it could be before them, and it will 
thou ho their duty to examine it and 
set if any corrections are necessary in 
regard to the grammar and construction 
of the sentences. But if we are to turn 
over to the Committee on Revision and 
Adjustment tlie crudearticle asit presents 
itself to the committee of the whole7 the 
committee will have a larger duty to per- 
form than was intended when it wasorigi- 
nally orcated. I know that the commit- 
tee is fully cornpotent to attend to all 
these matters of grammn~ic~l insocura- 
ties, but the Convention should not dis- 
pense with this, its most important, duty 
of correcting the language of articles up- 
on which it may be called to act. 

Mr. HIDDLE. IMr. President : 1 have no 
doubt that the intention of this resolution 
is a good one; but, if I understand the 
reading of it, it proposes really to trunsfer 
the whole subject of legislation to this 
Committee on Revision and Adjustment. 
If I recollect the words of the resolution 
it requires mnttcrs of form and of Ian- 
guage that may seem to be incorrect, in 
reports submitted by the Tarious corn-- 
mittees, to be referred to this Committee 
on Revision. KOW words are things, and 
I believe if we are brought here together 
to accomplish anything it certainly is to 
put into proper grammatical shape and 
language the views that me think best 
ought to be adopted by the Convention. 
If we are to transfer matters of form and 
of language to a committee subordinate 
to this Convention, then we really trans- 
fer the whole busincsswe are called upon 
to perform to an entirely separate depart- 
ment. It probably will be said that after 
the Committee on Revision has attended 
to this very comprehensive duty that the 
result of their labors will be referred back 
to the Convention again ; but what possi- 
bly can he gained by that ? If’ it has to 
be done all over agam, and the Conven- 
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tion is to revise the revisor. the whole et1 by the Convention. .\gain, if this 
work of this revision had better be done 
in the first place. Whnt is mostly to be 
desired is not 3 reference to 3 Committee 
on Revision of these matters of 13uqagc, 
but an absence of unnecessary debate 
when the suggestion is evidently 3 cor- 

I I’PC; one. One or two suggestions wcrc 
mzde yesterday which were obviously 
cmrrect, nnd should have been adopted xt 
once without nn elaborate discussion. This 
matter is within our control. After an 
article bns been thoroughly disrussed it 
should bc carefully esnmined to see if 
the language in the sections harmonize 
with the genelal train of thought of the 
whole article, and this v;c cnnnot do by 
sending it to the Committee on Rwision, 
because no such committee cnn possess 
th:~t body of thought which the whole 
Convention is nblc to bring to bear upon 
the subject. I ~1~311 be ol~1~oscd, there- 
Gre, to 3 reference to the committee of 
nnp of these subjects named in the rwo- 
lution. 

Nr WC1 PA-i ._ .A _. I nm of the opinion that 
t,he time spent yesterday by the Con\-en- 
tion could not have bren better enlployed, 
:Lrrd that this work of rcrision hat1 better 
lx done step by step as w-c l~rocccd. The 
c:onrc~ltioIl,nftcrit hasolfered3ndadoptod 
~~11 the amendments which are neccssqv 
to perfect the articles and sections, will 
still lcave enough competent work for the 
C’nmtnittee on Revision to pcrfonn. 

Jfr. ~~AiWRI~:RTox. It SeCnlS to *no that 
the true rules ought to bc that after an 
xriiclo shall have passed its swond rcad- 
ing, thr work of the Committee on Revi- 
sion should begin. I thcrclhrc ntovc, as 
3n amendment to the resolution, that 
after an article shall hare passer1 second 
reading it bc referred to the C‘onnnittcc 
on Revision. 

Mr. I)iiLIrAfi. I u-ill nccept the nmcnd- 
mcnt. 

Xr. C;ow~s. I hope this rxalution, as 
omrnded, will not prcrail. I think the 
majn duty of the C,?nnmittcc on Revision 
and Acljustment can only- ~~onn~~cncc 
when the entire Constitution has been 
adopted, for I xpprehend that sucha com- 
lnittce is expected simply to codify and 
arrange the Tarious nrticlcs and sections 
as adopted, so that the instrutuent shall 
present one comlueliei~sive wl~olo. 

If this is the main object of a Committee 
on Revision nnd Adjustment, it is obvi- 
ously improper to ask them to entertain 
any jurisdiction of the subject until the 
entire Constitution shall have been adopt- 

tlutv‘is iniposcd upon this committee, its 
s&ions will probably occupy fiflOCIl . 
hours a day continuously during the pc- 
riod of the Convention, and it is rather 
too much labor to give to :Iny one conr- 
mittec. I think if it w:L.s understood to 
be the sense of the C’onvention that xfict 
the adoption of any sxtion or article, the 
Committee on Revision nnd Adjustmen? 
v;oultl have power to raltor the phrase- 
ology and correct the grammnr of suc’h 
sections, subject to tho apprornl of 1110 
Con\-cntion, 3nd without chanping tlro 
substance of the article, it would do 3way 
with the necessity of nxlliing any nrotio!,3 
to reform the pammar expressions irl 
articles prcscnted for adoption. 

With the vicwof takingthe scnsc of tilt) 
Convention upon this subject, I propos 4 
to :~mmd the resolution, by striking out 
311 after the word “ resolrctl,” and insert 
the following : ‘LTh~t it is the sense ot 
this C’onvention that the Cominittoc on 
Revision nnd AIljurtment sh3ll bnve po\\-- 
cr to alter the pl~mse~~logy and correct the 
graix*n:n of any section or nrticlc adopteil 
by the Conrcrition, subjeot to tlwapprowl 
of the Convention, without atliMing 01 
changing the substance of the section 01 
article.” 

Mr. c*oc~rrnas. Mr. President : The 
power given to any committoe of this 
C:onvcntion to alter the phraseology of all 
3ct that has been adopted by the Con\-on- 
tion, involrcs in itself it vrrv great juris- 
diction, and one which I am for one Irot 
oontcnt to submit to the control of any of 
the standing committees of this 110~s~. 
The phraseology of a section adopted 1)) 
this (!onvention cont:Clw in it a great tic:&1 
of lllcauing. That phr:weoloyy rnqv 1x 
so nltcretlils at tirst sight not to afl’cct the 
scnsc, or the nlemiing, or the praetiwl 
ol~emtion of the sectioti. Yet, in point 01 
fllzt, it may defeat the whclc purpose ant1 
object to attain which the section n-as in- 
rorporated into the fmme of the proposi- 
tion bcforc the Con\-cntiori. I do IlOl 
think that tht: Committee on Revision 1)1 
this Convention, whose ac+iw comes nftcr 
tho action of the Conrcntion itself, aflvr 
the C’onvontion 113s tleliber:ttely votctl ou 
a prolwsition, after it has debated it, and 
nftcr it has put in it its own phraseology, 
should extend to the change or alteration 
of any mntter whic*h has been :I sc,rted in 
the proposition. 

I think that the Committee on !:evi- 
sion should be confined simply to the 
l~roper locxtion or consecutive arrange?- 
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ment of t,he sentences of the instrument, Resolved, That the Committeeon Douse 
be authorized to procure proper drapery 
for the windows, in order to soften the 
light andimprove theacousticsof thehall 
in which we are assembled. 

The resolution was read a second time. 
Mr. HARRY WKITI+. Mr. President : I 

cannot say that I am opposed to this res- 
olution, but it may be as well to know 
what expense will be incurred ; I asked 
this question of a friend on the floor a mo- 
ment ago, who answered between ten and 
twenty thousand dollars. I apprehend 
that may be extravagant, but I would like 
t,o know from the gentleman who offered 
the resolution what will be the probable 
expense of this addition to the hall. 

Mr. Conso~. Mr. President : I am ns- 
snrcd by the committee that the expense 
will beinconsiderable; that itwill benoth- 
ing in comparison with the benefits whicll 
wc shall derive from the improvement. 
We all appreciate the difficulty in being 
heard in this hall, and I understand from 
the committee themselves that if author- 
ized to procure this drapery that the 
whole difficulty can be remedied, and tllat 
tlien every gentleman who tries to speak 
can be distinctlp heard. The committee 
have no amhority to do this without this 
or a similar resolution. 

to correcting any verbal, merely verb&or 
any merely grammatical errors in;tho text, 
and further than that I do not think it 
would be wise or judicious for the Con- 
vention to go. It is against parliamon- 
tnry law, as is well known, to strike out 
anything which has been inserted in a 
proposition by vote of the body. Rut if 
you allow any committee of this body, 
after the Convention has acted, to change 
the phraseology which it has deliberately 
adopted, thenyouoverrule thatparliamen- 
tary rule completely. You strike out 
matter which has been inserted by a de- 
termined vote ofthe whole of the Convcn- 
tion itself. 

Mr. Prcsidcnt, I hope that the nmond- 
mcnt otl’ercd to the resolution will not be 
adopted, and that the Convention will 
not confer its power upon any Committeo 
on Revision and Adjustment, but that ft 
will mature its own language, mature the 
form and frame in which it chooses to put 
its opinions, its sentiments and its purpo- 
ses, and in lhat way control them so that 
they will not be changed or altered by the 
insertion of any new words, or language, 
or phrases. It is true that this proposi- 
tion leaves it subject to the final approval 
of the Convention. But then we must re- 
member that it takes some time to get the 
exact meaning, to catch thensact purport 
of a phrase, ar:d one phrase may undc- 
signedly change the whole meaning and 
intention of the Convention. 

For that reason I hope that this resolu- 
tion will not pass, and that the Convcn- 
tion will insist upon lixing its own phrase- 
ology in its propositions, leaving to the 
Committee on Revision to the simple duty 
of fixing the consecutive order of the pro- 
positions, and also of making any merely 
verbal or grammatical changes that may 
be necessary. 

TIIlC RCSOLUTION POSTPONED.- 

Mr. DALLAS. Mr. President: I have 
heard enough from the gentlemen who 
l~avcspol~enon thisquestion to satisfymr, 
for one, that the sense of the Convention 
is not expressed in the resolution which 
I offered. Therefore, to shorten debate, I 
now move that the consideration of the 
whole subject be postponed for the pres- 
ent. 

The motion was agreed to. 

DRAPING TIIE WINDOWB. 

Mr. CORSON. Mr. President : Ioffer the 
following resolution : 

Mr. PURMAN. Mr. President : I move 
that this resolution be referred to the 
Committee on Accounts and Expcndi- 
tures. 

On agreeing to this motion, a division 
was called. 

Before the vote was counted, Mr. Royd 
said : Mr. President : Would it be in 
order to make any remarks upon this sub- 
ject at this time 7 

The PRESIDEXT. Yes,sir. 
Mr. BOND. Mr. President: I have the 

honor to be ono of the Committee on 
HOlx30. The difliculty of hearing in this 
building is known to be very great. The 
distinguished delegate on the other sidr 
of the House (Mr. Harry White) of 
course can IJO heard w-ith great distinct- 
ness and clearness, bccnuse he has a 
clarion and eloquent voice, [laughter] 
and every gentleman here can hear him. 
But there are quite a number of gentle- 
men here who are not so highly endow-ec! 
in that regard, and it is more for their 
benefit than for those who are so endow-e11 
that this committee of ours met upon rc- 
peated occasions and carefully considered 
and consulted about the propriety of 
draping this hall in such a way that its 
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ncoo~tic propartios shall be greatly im- 
proved. 

The chairman of the committee, Xlr. 
A\Jdicics h:ts becn in corrcspondencc with 
gcutlcnwn who arc posted wit.h regard to 
siic!l nlatteq and I judge from the result 
of that corrcspondonco, and from t11c con- 
sitlcration th:Lt I have been :~ble to giw to 
the subject, that the mholc cost ol’ tlmp- 
ing this hall in such a wvny that every 
nm1 can bo heard will sc:~rrclp exceed 
$W, and if there is any difliculty about 
the expense I will p:~y the bill rnysclf. 
What t,hc Committee on Accounts and 
Expenditures have to do with the Com- 
lnittcc on House, is what, I am not able to 
comprehend. If the Committee on IIouse 
are incompetent to discharge il diIt,V of 
this kind, and are likclytoinflict expense 
on the State unnecessarily, the ~0011~~1’ the 
Committee on House is dismissed and 
auotber appointed the better. I do not,, 
so far as I am conccrnetl, see tbnt vivc? arc 
subordinate to tho Committee on Ae- 
connts by any means. what have n-o to 
do with the Committee on Accounts? If 
any gentleman ih this Convention, lnck- 
ing confidence in this committee, thinks 
that the subject should be refcrrcd to this 
committee to report to the IIouse what 
the probable cost of the drapery will be, 
I would consider that more courteous 
to the commitlec than a rcfercnre to 
another committee, be~~usc by imp:ica- 
tion that would be saying, in ef?cct, that 
the C’ommittee on House are not coru~c- 
teut to take into consideration the clrclp- 
ingof the hsll, a subject costing $z.u.), aurl 
prrhaps not as much. 

With refercncc to this drapery I would 
say that the rommittce only dcsircd to 
me inexpensive materials. We would 
not czpect to drape this hall in qrgwus 
I-elretecn, or even bombazine, [la~~::~h:cr,] 
but in snmc sorviceab,c but c!ie:i;, i!w- 
tarial. We had no wish in the iii:? of tlis- 
play, but only desired to aft‘orfi ~:zn\p 
n~cmbers on this floor nn opportunity of 
hearing a good mnny things that arc done 
about us of which they now know little or 
nothing. I therefore appeal to this I)ody, 
not that Icarentigabout it, butmy friend, 
the chairman of this committee, who 1~s 
been the working mnnon it, I never work 
myself if there is any way of getting out 
of it, but Xr. hddicks is the ch&irman of 
this conkmittce, and he has been kicked 
and cuffed about by some gentlemen inn 
may that is hardly complimentary, and I 
thrrcforc? dcsiro to snp, in favor of a tLit:i- 
fill chnirman, a good, true m3n in every 

way except his politics, [laughter,] tlxlt 
it would be more couricouu to refer this 
subject to the House C:ommittx, au<1 I 
hope you will refer this matter to the 
Committee on the House, to report t!x 
probable cost, and the nature of the im- 
provement that is intended to bc nwlc. 

TEIB MOTIOX WITIIDILAWK. 

Nr. PURITAN. Mr. President : I ~a’- 
tainly had no idea. of provoking the tlis- 
ploasurc at allofrny distinguished friend 
from Montgomery (Mr. Bogd) ill mnk- 
ing this motion. My motion was to rofcr 
to the Committee on Accounts and Expcn- 
ditures to ascertain the probable amount 
of the expenw. But, with the assuran~t? 
of the gentlem:m front ATontyomcrg*, th3I 
the cost will mcrcly ho two hundred 
dollnrs, I have not tllo slightest objw- 
tion that the Com~uittcc on House &:LI[ 
proceed to do the work, provitlcd it sh:xll 
not cscced in cost the? sum of two hundrcil 
c!ollnrs. I therefore withdraw my motion 
to rcfcr to the Connnittce on Accounts 
and Expenditures. 

Jlr. Pvnnrax. Mr. President : I now 
move that the resolution he so a~ncndcd, 
as to read : 

“ That the Committee on IJouso be in- 
structed to procure and arrange the ncccs- 
sxy drapery, provided the cspcnse of 
the same will not cxcccd two hundred 
clollars.” 

occupy much of the time of this ~IOUSC, 
but I wish briefly to say that the testi- 
mony of the reporters in regard to taking 
clown the remarks made in this C’onvun- 
tion is unanimous that bcyoncl half the 
distsnw of the hall they have to guess, 
upon an average, at more than two-thirds 
ofall that is said. I do not say that thcrc 
will not thereby be better speeches rc- 
ported than if the language of gcntlcnlcn 
on the floor was reproduced by the rcporr- 
crs. I presume the speeches will bc bet- 
ter under the present state of things, but 
it is a responsibility which the official pho- 
nographers do not wish to undertake, and 
I trust the matter mill bc so referrer1 that 
something will bc tlouc, and speedily, to 
improve the contlition of the hall in that 
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respect. I merely wish to say that what- 
ever committee it is referred to I hope it 
will be the sense of the Convention that 
it will be referred to that committee which 
will attend to the matter the most bpeedily 
and effectually. 

Mr. KAINE. I hoDe the gentleman from 
Greene (Mr. Purman) will withdraw the 
motion he has made to amend, and that 
the gentleman from Montgomery (Mt. 
corson) will put his suggestion in the 
shape of a motion to the Chair, that the 
matter be referred to the Committee on 
the House to ascertaln what it will cost 
and report. 

The; PRESIDENT. The motionof the gen- 
tleman from Greene (Mr. Purman) was 
negatived. 

The question is now upon the resolution, 
which authorizes the Committee on the 
House to drape the windows. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION. 

Mr. LITTLETON offered the following 
preamble and resolution,which were read 
and referred to the Committee on Legis- 
lation : 

WHEREAS, The Congress of the United 
States of America ,has passed an act, ap- 
proved March 3, 1870, entitled “An Act 
to provide for celebrating the one hun- 
dredth anniversary of American inde- 
pendenoe, by holding an international 
exhibition of arts, manufactures and 
prodacts of the soil and mine in the city 
of Philadelphia, and State of Pennsylva- 
ma, in the year 1876 9’ 

And whereas, In furtherance thereof, 
Congress, by an act, entit,led “An Act rela- 
tive to the Centennial international exhibi-, 
tion, to be held in the city of Philadelphia 
State of Pennsylvania, in the year 1876,” 
approved June 1, 1872, creat,ing a body 
oorporate, to be known by the name of the 
Centennial board of finanoe, with full 
power and authority to secure subscrip- 
tions of capital stock to au amount not 
exceeding ten million dollars as therein 
provided, and making it lawful for any 
municipal or other corporate body ex- 
isting by or under the laws of the United 
States to subscribe and pay for shares of 
said capital stock ;” therefore, 

Be it resolved, That the Committee on 
Legislation be and hereby are instructed to 
prepare and report to this Convention a 
proper article or section to be inserted in 
the Constitution, whereby the Common- 
wealth may become a subscriber or stook- 
holder in said corporation, and the Legis- 

23 

lature may authorize any couuty, city or 
borough, by virtue of a vote of its oiti- 
aens or otherwise, to become a subscriber 
and stockholder in said corporotionof the 
Centennial board of finance, and thus be 
enabled to aid in the sucoess of the great 
event of the nineteenth century. 

ENROLMENTTAK. 

Mr. HOWARD offered the following, 
which was read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, Revenue and Taxa- 
tion : 

For the consideration of the Committee 
on Finance, Revenue and Taxation : In 
all cases where an enrolment tax shall 
be required to be paid upon any act of 
Assembly, such act shall be void, unless 
the enrolment tax on the same shall be 
paid within six months from the date of 
the passage of the act. 

THIRD READING OF BILLS. 

Mr. DE FRANCE offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred * 
to the Committee on Legislation : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis- 
lation he requested to inquire into the 
propriety of inserting ihto the Constitu- 
tion the following : 

6‘ That no bill shall become a law until 
it shall have been fully and distinctly 
read on three different days in each 
branch of the Legislature, unless in cases 
of urgency three-fourths of the members 
dispense with this rule, and that on the 
final passage of suoh bill in either branch 
of the Legislature, the question shall be 
taken by yeas and nays, to be duly en- 
tered on the Journal thereof. That no 
bill shall be passed by either House of 
the Legislature on the day preseribed for 
the adjournment.” 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. RUNR pered the following resolu- 
tion, which Fyas twice read : 

Resolved, That, to enable the Committee 
of the House to drape this hall, in aooortt 
auce with the resolution passed, wha 
this Convention adjourns to-day it be ti 
meet on Monday at twelve o’clock noon. 

Mr. HAY. Mr. President : I would tike 
to inquire whether that resolution was. 
oflered after consultation with ths Gbm- 
mittee on the House, and if so v&ether. 
this adjournment would enable DRe com- 
mittee to drape the hall as propesed. 

Mr. LILLY. Mr. President : B object to. 
all tbis thing about draping tbs. hall. It 
is gotten up for the purpose ofa&jDurning 
over Saturday. Now I ana. in..favor. of 
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adjourning over, and shall vote for it 
every time a resolution to that effect is of- 
fered. But as soon as a proposition to so 
adjourn is made, I see gentlemen picking 
up their umbrellas, and will see nothing 
more Of them until Monday. I think we 
had better strike out the subject of dra- 
ping, and meet the subject of adjourn- 
ment squarely and fairly, without any 
drapery or anything else around it. 

Mr. DARLINQTON. Mr. President: I 
understand from some members of the 
committee to whom this was referred no 
preparation whatever has been made, and 
it is utterly futile to suppose that they can 
do it to-morrow. Whenever the time ar- 
rives when that committee wishes a day 
set apart for them, I. am willing to give it 
to them. 

Upon the question of adjournment, the 
yeas and nays were required by Mr. 
Kaine and Mr. Corbett, and were as fol- 
low, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Ainey, Armstrong, Baker, Ban- 
nan, Biddle, Black, Charles A., Bowman, 
Brodhead, Broomall, Buckalew, Cassidy, 
Cuyler, Elliott, Ellis, Finney, Funck, 
Gibson, Gowen, Hanna, Harvey, Hemp- 
hill, Hunsicker, Lamberton, Lear, Lilly, 
Long, M’Camant, M’Clean, IMetzger, New- 
lin, Palmer, G. W., Palmer, H. W., Par- 
sons, Patterson, D. W., Pughe, Reynolds, 
James L., Rooke, Ross, Runk, Stanton, 
Temple and Van Reed--42. 

NAYS. 

Messrs. Achenbach, Addicks, Andrews, 
Baily, (Perry,) Beebe, Black, J.S., Boyd, 
Campbell, Carey, Carter, Church, Clark, 
Co&ran, Collins, Corbett, Corson, Craig, 
Cronmiller, Curry, Dallas, Darlington, De 
France, Dunning, Ewing, Fell, Fulton, 
Guthrie, Hall, Hay, Hazzard, Horton, 
Howard, Kaine, Knight, Landis, Law- 
rer ce, Littleton, M’Allister,’ M’Connell, 
M’Culloch, M’Murray, Mann, Mantor, Mi- 
nor, Patterson, T. H. B., Patton, Porter, 
Purman, Purviance, Samuel A., Read, 
.John R., Reed, Andrew, Simpson, Smith, 
H. G,, Smith, Henry W., Smith, W. H., 
Struthers, Tnrrell, Walker, Wetherill, J. 
M,, Wetherill, Jno. Price, Wherry, White, 
David N., White, Harry, White. J. W. F., 
Worrell and Meredith, President--B& 

So the motion was rejected. 
ADVENT on NOT VorrNa.--Messrs. Al- 

ricks, Baer, Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Bar- 
clay, Bard&y, Bartholomew, Brown, 
Curtin, Davis, Dimmick, Dodd, Edwards, 
Gilgin, Hcuerin, Hopkins, MacVeagh, 

Mott, Niles, Purviance, John N., Rey- 
nolds, S. H., Russell, Sharpe, Stewart, 
Woodward and Wright-25. 

TELEGRAPH COMPANIES. 

Mr. BRODHEAD offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Private Corpora- 
tions : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pri- 
vate Corporations are required to consider 
the propriety of the following article : 

ARTICLE -. Every telegraph company, 
organized or doing business in this State, 
under the laws or authority thereof, shall 
have and maintain a public office or place 
in this State for the transaction of its busi- 
ness, where transfers of stock can be made 
and in which shall be kept for public in- 
spection books, in which shall be recorded 
the amount of capital stock subscribed,and 
by whom, the names of the owners of the 
stock and the amounts owned by them 
respectively; the amount of its assets 
and liabilities, and the names and places 
of residence of its officers. The directors 
of every telegraph company shall annu- 
ally make a report, under oath, to the 
Auditor General, of all their receipts and 
expenditures, which report shall also in- 
clude such matter as may be required by 
law. That all charges by any telegraph 
company for messages sent shall be uni- 
form and pro rata, and according to air 
line distance. That legal process against 
any telegraph company may be served 
upon any operator at any telegraph sta- 
tion, and the wire, instruments and other 
property of all telegraph companies shall 
be liable to seizure and sale in any county 
where judgment may be awarded. And 
the General Assembly may pass laws en- 
forcing, by suitable penalties, the provi- 
sions of this article. 

XEWSPAPER REPORTER,% 

Mr. GOWEN offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read : 

Resolved, That copies of all such pro- 
ceedingsand public documents as are fur- 
nished to the members of the Convention 
shall, each morning, be laid upon the ta- 
ble of the reporters for the press. 

The question being, shall the Conven- 
tion proceed to the second reading and 
consideration of the resolution, it was 
agreed to. 

So the resolution was again read. 
Mr. GOWEN. I think it would be A 

graceful thing, on the part of the Conven- 
tion, to extend this courtesy to the repre- 
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sentatives of the press in the hall, who are 
few in number. They will thereby be 
the better enabled to make up careful and 
correct contemporaneous reports of the 
proceedings of our Convention. 

The question being upon the resolution, 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. J. M. WETHERILL offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was read : 

ReJolved, That when this Convention 
adjourns, it be to meet on Monday next 
at eleven o’clock. 

Mr. JNO. PRICE WETHERILL. I rise to 
a poiht of order. The decision of the 
Convention already fixes the hour of 
meeting on Monday at ten o’clock, and of 
adjournment at two. 

The PRESIDENT. The resolution is not 
before the Convention. 

The question being, shall, the Conven- 
tion proceed to the second reading ‘and 
consideration of the resolution, it was 
not agreed to. 

PUNISHMENT OF FRAUD AT ELECTIONS. 
Mr. ELLIS offered the following resolu- 

tion, which was read and laid on the 
table : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf- 
frage, Election and Representation be in- 
structed to examine into the propriety of 
making the punishment of fraud at elec- 
tions hanging by the neck until dead, 
without benefit of clergy, benefit of Ex- 
ecutive clemency or any benefit what- 
ever. 

OFFICIAL REPORTERS. 

Mr. LILLY offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read : 

Resolved, That the House Committee be 
instructed to inquire into the propriety 
of changing the position of the official 
reporters, as it is notorious that in their 
present position they cannot hear so as to 
report. 

The question being, shall the Conven- 
tion proceed to the second reading and 
consideration of the resolution, it was not 
agreed to. 

EMPLOYEES OFTRECONVENTION. 
Mr. HAY, from the Committee on Ac- 

counts and Expenditures, submitted a 
report, in accordance with the instructions 
of the resolution of the twenty-first of 
January, instant, and in connection wit.h 
said report, offered the following resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved, 1st. That the employment and 
compensation of the persons named hi the 

report of the Chief Clerk, made to the 
Convention on twenty-first of January 
addit,ional to those apwinted by him un- 
der the directionof the Convention, be ap 
proved, and that the compensation of’the 
assistant fireman be fixed at three dollars 
per clay, while actually engaged in the 
discharge of his duties, and be allowed 
from the beginning of his employment. 

2d. That the recommendation in the ’ 
above report of the Committee on Ac- 
counts, as to the attendance of the Post.- 
master or a4Qssistant Postmaster, requiring 
that either one of them shall be in atten- 
dance at the post-office of the Convention 
from eight o’clock, A. M. to nine o’clock 
P. M., daily, and as to the duties ot the 
Door-keeper, requiring him to keep order ’ 
in the galleries, be approved andadopted. 

3d. That the bond of the Chief Clerk 
(for $6,000) with G. V. Lawrence and J. 
W. F. White, as sureties, be approved, 
and that it be flled in the oflice of the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

4th. That the employees of the Con 
ventiou, other than those elected by it, 
shall be paid by it, and that a warrant be 
drawn in favor of D. L. Imbrie, Chief 
Clerk, for $2,000, to be expended by him 
as directed by the Convention. 

The question being, shall the Conven- 
tion procoed to the second reading and 
consideration of the resolutions, it was 
agreed to. 

The- resolutions were then, swiatum, 
again read and agreed to. 

THE LEGISLATURE. 

The PRESIDENT. The business now be- 
fore the Convention is the further con- 
sideration, in committee of the whole, of 
the Committee on Legislature. 

The Convention then, as in committee 
of the whole, Mr. Charles A. Black in 
the chair, proceeded to the further con- 
sideration of the report of the Committee 
on Legislature. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee of 
the whole has had under consideration 
the report of the Committee on Legisla- 
ture. When the committee rose the 
second section was before it. 

Mr. DARLINQTON. Mr. Chairman : 
The motion I nlade I have modified as to 
language. I propose to amend, by strik- 
ing out the words “every two years,” in 
section two, and inserting instead the 
word “annually.” 

This, sir, presents the distinct question 
whether annual or biennial serrsions of 



the Legislature shaIl be adopted by this 
Convention. 

‘The adoption of this amendment to the 
report of the committee, it will be oh 
served, r&stores the provision of the exist- 
ing Constitution so far as it goes The 
Committee on the Legislature proposes 
to rhange it so as to make the sessions of 
the Legislature biennial,nnd that question 
may just as well be met here and now, 
and had better be met here and now 
than at any other period of the sessions of 
this Convention. 1 say so, because other 
amendments proposed by ths committee 
depend upon the decision of the Conven- 
tion in regard to this qnestion. The corn- 
mittee have also, you will perceive, pro- 
posed that Senators should hold their 
offices for four years, and should this be 
adopted it willnecessitatea further change 
in putting the Constitution intooperation, 
so that we may as well have the question 
debated now and the decision of the Con- 
vention declared upon it, beeause it will 
govern and regulate so much of the future 
action of the Convention. In view of this 
fact I wish to discharge,so t&r as I am 
able, a plain duty incumbent upon me 
to present such considerations as occur to 
me upon this and any other cluestion that 
may arise, if it is the pleasure of the Con- 
vention to hear me. Why should we re- 
commend the people of Pennsylvania to 
dispense with annual sessions of the 
Legislature? This is a distinct proposi- 
tion of the committee, and I take it that, 
according to all rules governing lawyers 
in courts of justice, the burden of proof 
is upon those who assert that it is neces- 
sary to satisfy ns that biennial sessions 
should be adopted. Perhaps it is a little 
awkward for me here at this time to at- 
tempt to present any consideration in op- 
position to this view until the Convention 
has heard the arguments of the eommit- 
tee or those who have placed the subject 
before us in favor of making such an im- 
portant change in the legislative power 
of the Commonwealth. 

When we remember that from the 
foundation of the government we have 
had in Pennsylvania annual sessions of 
the Legislature, and upon the recurrence 
of the proper season, the people have 
been called upon again and again to elect 
those who shall annually make their 
laws, can we believe there IS any well 
&fined, ole:lr and unmistakable or ex- 
pressed conviction in this Commonwealth 
lipon the point that all this is wrong, or 
have we advanced in the science o 

government beyond that recognized by 
our fathers, so far as to determine now 
that annual sessions of the Legislature 
and annual opportunities to the people to 
elect their representatives, has been an 
entire mistake? I have been taught to 
believe that it has beeu.a part of our 
political creed, I apprehend,, of the entire 
State, that frequent surrender of power 
by those who are entrusted with it to 
those who soentrust it, essentially impair 
the responsibility which the representa. 
tive owes to his constituency. Nothing 
so much tends to secure proper-action and 
proper legislation, by those who are en- 
trusted with that duty, as the knowledge 
that they are responsible yearly to those 
who send them as representatives to a 
legislative body. So far asmy knowledge 
extends, no objedion has been suggested 
in any quarter of this Commonwealth to 
this well established principle and old es- 
tablished practice. What induces us 
then, to suppose that it is unacceptable to 
the communit~y? Is there any well de- 
fined public sentiment? Is there any 
such unmistakable difli&lty in the pub- 
lic offsces, which requires this change in 
the Constitution? 

W&t are the evils to which a Legisla- 
tnre el&ed annually are subject, which 
will not be equally as great with a Legis- 
lature elected biennially? True, if we 
come to the conclusion that Legislatures 
are publicnuisances, thattheyare disturb- 
ers of the peace, as some of onr citizens 
are inclined to believe, then let them not 
mee teven biennialy, but if we believe that 
the law-making power is an essential 
power in good government, if we assume 
that the people have the right to have 
passed such lnwsas theirnecessitiesand in- 
terests require, then is it not equally clear 
that they should hare the T,M cr j it their 
hands to change tht b&y, that may 
unfortuuateIy or mistakenly enact a 
bad law, so that it may be the sooner 
emsed from the statute book? I could 
point to instances of legislation in which 
the people of Pennsylvania have more . 
than once taken the first opportunity af- 
forded them to rebuke their unfaithful 
servants, or when they supposed them to 
be so. Without going further back into 
the history of the State, I need only refer 
to a recent vote given in the Legislature 
upon the subject of a favorite project, by 
which ~9,000,090 passed out of the hands 
of the Stato into the hands of a private 
corporation. I need only refer to that in- 
f%tance to remind you that the very next 
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eession of the Legislature found other portunities of protecting and ripening 
men from many districts in the State in the interests of the State than It can do 
the seats ot those who had voted with the now with oniy one hundred members. 
majority upon that question. There are This subject, however, I did not mean 
other instances within the knowledge of to touch upon further than to allude to it. 
other gentlemen, and I am reminded that I propose, further, to increase the number 
the ease of the Southern railroad corn- of Senators, for while you increase the 
pany is among some of those that can be popular body and increase the Senate, in 
recited I do not refer to these instances the same proportion, if there be any dsn- 
of legislation for the purpose of casting gerof the popular body going wrong, the 
retlectlon upon any gentlemen present in Senate, whose members hold their offices 
this Convention, who may have been in for a longer period, would possess force 
the Legislature at that time, nor do I enough to resist and correct hasty legisla- 
mean tosay that the Legislature was acts tioa 
ated by impure or improper motives. It B&sir, upon thisquestion, whether the 
is not a part of my argument. It is members of the Legislature themselves 
enough for me to know that the action shall or shall not be answerable to the 
of its members was disapproved by those people every year for their conduct while 
who had sent them there. representing them, and whether there 

Now what would have been the result shall be annual or biennial sessions of the 
If the Legislature had been authorized to Legislature, I shall defer the more importr 
hold its sessions once in two years or ant views I hold until I hear from those 
once in four years instead of one ? why who are in favor of the new system. I 
it would have taken the people of Penn- can only now eonelude that they have 
Sylvania a corresponding longer time to been fascinated and carried away with ad- 
change the vote of the Legislature, and to miration for some new system that has 
change its action and its political or tinan- been adopted elsewhere. We must be 
oial complexion, than it did then or does careful that all of our members are not car- 
now. Now if this is to be a valuable ried away by any such admiration. The 
right, and if it is at all important that the example of other States may be no crite- 
representative should be held answerable rionforPennsylvaula,and may be entirely 
to hisconstituents, is it not right that he unsuitable to our condition of aSairs. 
should be answerable early and often 7 It Now, sir, what has the Legislature to 
is true that other systems have been tried do in the State of Pennsylvania9 We 
in other plaas, and biennial sessions have have a large State, containing a popula 
been held ina few other States. I know tion of four millions inhabitants, or there- 
not how they have succeeded in getting ahouts. We have varied interests; agri- 
along with them, except in one instance cultural, manufacturing, mining, and a 
where a State-Ohio, I believe-holding thousand other elements enter into our 
biennial sessions, held three or four by industrial enterprises. Can it be possible 
adjourning from time to time. Howthey that for two years no portion of this great 
have operated in Illinois I do not know. State would require particular legislation 
It is enough for us to know, I think, that to advance its interests and develope its 
in the history of this Commonwealth an- resources, and that we will have to wait 
nual sessions have never been found ob- an entire two years for the assembling of 
jectionable, so far as I know, at all events. the Legislature, while all other sections 
If there has been any objection manifest- of the country are pushing ahead with 
ed I hope to hear of it, but so far as my giant strides, with internal and other in;- 
knowledge extends, and I think I may provements? 
say it with confidence, the workings of Why must we wait ? What reason ran 
oursystem, as they have related to annual 
sessions of the Legislature and the annu- 

we assign for not giving large and popu- 

al electionof itsmembers, have never been 
lous districts of this State the advantages 
of early legislation p If their interests 

proved to be unsatisfactory. We must and prosperity require it, why should 
have a popular body. Popularity is the they not have it? Why should they be 
very essence of a legislative body, and compelled towait foranother year? ape- 
sir, when the time arrives I propose to cially if a mistake is made, or an im- 
advocata an increase in the number of proper law passed by one Legislature, 
xnembersof the Lgislature, so as to make why should the whole community be 
that body even more popular than it is compelled to wait for two years before 
to-day, and thus better enhance its op- they can correct the mistake or ask for 
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the repeal of the bad law? Is there any 
objection existing on the score of expense? 
I apprehend not. Our annual elections 
must be held. We have officers to elect 
in every city, every county, every dis- 
trict in the State. Every two years we 
have our members of Congress to elect. 
dt a time which this Convention has fixed 
we have to elect State officers. Every 
four years we have a President to elect. 
Every three years, as our Constitution 
now stands, we have our Governor and 
other State officers to elect. Annual elec- 
tions, therefore, are one of the institu- 
tions of the State, and it will cost no more 
to hold elections every year for the Legis- 
ture tharl every two years. 

So that on the score of expense nothing 
is saved. But even if it cost twice as 
much, the saving of expense to the State 
is by no means compensated by this dis- 
advantage under which we labor by rea- 
son of not having the Legislature meet 
every year. I know not how these ideas 
may strike others. I know that with 
regard to some other gentlemen, different 
opinions have been suggested by them, 
and I am not sure that my respected col- 
league (Mr. Broomall) does not differ 
with me. And his views must have 
weight. He has had much experience in 
legislation, both in Harrisburg and in 
Washington, which I never had, and he 
has arrived at conclusions which, per- 
haps, I would have arrived at if I had 
lrad the same opportunities to do so. He 
alwaysbases his opinions wisely and well, 
and if he regards the Legislature and 
Congress as public disturbances, I cannot 
but defer to his superior experience. 
They are disturbances of the public peace, 
in his view, and a man who th,inks so 
ought to vote that the Legislature should 
meet only once in two years, or once m 
ten years, or never meet at all. 

But I am not able to see. Mr. Chairman. 
IamnotabletoseeasfarasIhavebeenable 
to judge any good reason for this change. 
Perhaps, however, it would be most be- 
coming in me to wait until I hear what 
arguments can be offered on the other 
side, upon whom, as 1 said before, it de- 
volves to show the necessity for such a 
change as they propose. 

Mr. BUCKALEW. Mr. Chairman : The 
member from Chester (Mr. Darlington) 
has discussed the question of annual ses- 
sions. His amendment, however, relates 
to the term of service of members of the 
Legislature. The report of the committee 
refers to the time when they shall be 

chosen. Members of Congress areelec t.ed 
biennially, and yet Congress meets every 
year. There is no necessary relation L,e- 
tween the question of terms of legiile- 
tive service and the frequency of ieR- 
sions which they shall hold. When we 
come to consider a subsequent section of 
this article, the question whether the 
Legislature shall meet every year or 
every second year will be properly be- 
fore us. It is not before us now. When 
that question comes Up I will listen, 
with attention and respect, to the mum- 
ber from Cbester, but at present I must 
close my ears to his appeal made in 
favor of this amendment. 

I think, Mr. Chairman, that it would 
be a good thing to change the duration of 
membership in the Legislature of our 

.Sitate, and I say this in view of a good 
deal of reflection upon the subject, and in 
view of some experience in regard to the 
practical workings of our existing plan. 
I think the change expedient, especially 
in view of our recent arrangement of 
t.ime, ordered by the Convention, of gen- 
eral elections to be held on the same day 
every year, that we shall fix the election 
of members of the Legislature in the odd 
year,.in tbc years when we will not have 
federal elections upon our hands. If the 
clause under consideration, as reported 
by the committee, shall be agreed to we 
shall elect Senators and Representatives m 
the odd years ; we will separate our most 
important State elections altogether from 
federal elections; will have them deter- 
mined at different times. I think, sir, 
this will be very well, upon many grounds 
which will suggest thamselves to gentlc- 
men of the Convention. 

Now our elections are some of them 
over-burdened. We have too many ques- 
tions to pass upon at the same time. Hence, 
it comes to pasr that the people vote upon 
State and subordinate officers, not with 
reference to the merits of the question in- 
volved, but with reference to national 
issues which are precipitated upon us at 
the same time, and which overwhelm, for 
the time being, all considerations of State 
and local aflairs. By this change of time, 
I repeat, we will separate our most im- 
portant State elections entirely from 
national issues, and will have them de- 
termined upon their own merits, much 
betterand more completely than it is now 
possible for us to do. 

Again, sir, it is very evident that by 
holding our legislative elections every 
second year there will be a large saving 
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ob expense and trouble to the people. The all of them serve at least two sessions, con- 
expense and the labor incurred in the stituting a short period of time in the rapid 
making of these numerous nominations, progress of modern events. I say, then, 
and in canvassing for votes which now without attempting togo into ageneral ar- 
come upon candidates and upon the pea- gument on this question, that my judg- 
ple every year, will occur only every se- ment is clear and decided against the 
cond year. It will be to us, in this re- amendment which has been proposed by 
spect, a relief, and an advantage to some the gentleman from Chester (Mr. Darling- 
extent, and it will tend to discourage pro- ton.) I will stand by this portion of the 
fesaional politics, especially such as is report of the legislative committee, in the 
known in our cities, where trained bands, full conviction that it will be one of the 
got up to work by money, are engaged all most salutary changes which we can pro- 
the time, every yeaq in what some gentle- pose to the people for insertion in the 
men may think to be nefarious work, or fundamental law of our State. 
at least work which ought to be repeated Mr. CARTER. Mr. Chairman : Without 
as seldom as possible. going into the nature of an argument, I 

There is another advantage, and the would like to present a few points for the 
principal one, to which I will refer. One consideration of gentlemen, and I might 
of the capital evils of our State system, as perhaps volunteer to say to the commit- 
we have it now administered, is the fre- tee, t.hat I think by an exhibition of the 
quent change of membership in the Legis- reasons that have inevitably tended to 
lature, and especially in the House of form our opinions, that perhaps we can 
Representatives. At one session, I reool- arrive at a determination of this quest.ion 
lect, there were seventy-six new members sooner than by more extended and elabo- 
out of one hundred, and very often the rateargument. 
number of new undisciplined men in t,he I go against this amendment, and in 
House is between sixty and seventy. The favor of the proposition of bienni$l ses- 
habit of our people has been to re-elect sions, becauseit looks in the direction of a 
members but for one term-for a second favorite principle or view of mine, which 
term. The consequence is, that the grade is that that people is governed the best 
of ability in the House of Representatives which is governed the least. I think that 
has come to be very low. Intelligence and the frequent assemblagea of our Legisla- 
discipline, acquaintance with public busi- ture at our State Capitol, for the purpose 
ness, and, along with these that legitimate of making laws, has gone on from bad t.o 
influence which holdspnblicmen steady- worse, until the people dread their meet- 
I mean the expectation of re-election or ing and draw a long breath of relief when 
continuance in public service-all these they adjourn. The pulses of the public 
are wanting, the inevitable result of which beat more calmly in apprehension of no 
is the degradation of public life. Mem- anticipated evils. I think that it would 
bers in that House not trained to high be much better, indeed, that biennial ses- 
ideas of honor and patriotism and public sions should exist, for the reason of the 
spirit, it is believed, have sometimes yield- fundamental idea of the less legislation 
ed to the influences about them. And the better. 
why? Why, one reason has been that It is well known that of some twelve 
they have seen before them no prospect or fifteen hundred laws passed for five or 
of continpanoe in public service. They six years, not more than about fifty are of 
have regarded themselves as men of the a general character. This evil, I presume, 
moment, to serve in a position in which will be corrected by this body, and if 
they have been placed but for a few weeks it be corrected, I apprehend that one 
or a few months and then to retire. They sessionwill be amply suffloient every two 
have known that no exhibition of capac- years tomeet the legislative and business 
ity, no exhibition of high honor and pub- requirements. I think we legislate too 
lit spirit would continue beyond the short much entirely, and that we will be great 
service to which our Constitution and the gainers by some restriction plaoed upon 
habits of our people have brought us. that subject. 

I think, therefore, that if we are to have The gentleman from Chester (Mr. Dar- 
annual eessiong hereafter-a question en- lington) spoke of this as an experiment. 
tirely distinct from the present one, and to I think he so regarded it. He spoke of it 
be considered when it comes up-it will as being tried in some States.’ If I am 
be a great advantage indeed that the mem- correctly informed it is in practical oper: - 
bersof the House of Representatives shall tion, and in successful operation in at 
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least seventeen or eighteen States. It is 
not experiment. It has been found to 
work well where it has been tried. 

Illinoisadopted it. It isto be presumed 
that she had witnessed the beneficial ef- 
fects upon the adjoining State of Indiana 
for a lengt hof time. They adopted it, I 
believe, with considerable unanimity. I 
think that wherever it has been tried it 
has worked well. We have a little expe- 
rience to guide us. I might say that it so 
chances that I live near the adjoining 
State of Maryland. It was adopted by 
them some five or six years ago, and I 
have never heard a single dissenting 
voice, and I have often heard expressions 
of opinion from all classes of her people, 
of every political shade. The unanimous 
verdict isthat it is an eminent success. 

Now it might be said, in accordance 
with the suggestion of the minority of the 
committee, that it isa State of diversified 
interests ; that it might apply to an agri- 
cultural State like Illinois, but not to the 
State of Pennsylvania. I think that ar- 
gument was answered by the gentleman 
from Philadelphia, (Mr. J. Price Wether- 
ell,) a man connected with the board of 
trade, and well posted in the business and 
manufacturing interests of the country. 
He has told us that Illinois was, to a large 
extent, a manufacturing State. There is 
no State of the Union of so diversified in- 
terests as Maryland. It is a great manu- 
facturing State. It is penetrated all 
through by navigable waters; it is tra- 
versed by some of the most important 
railroads in the country. I notice in an 
eastern paper that the articles of boots 
andshoesand leather bring to the city of 
Baltimore, yearly, the sum of twenty mil- 
lionsof dollars. That State has tried the 
ienbnial sessions and they like it. I pre- 
sume, therefore, that that objection falls 
to the ground. 

It is said that there will a saving of some 
half million dollars. My friend from Co- 
lumbia (Mr. Buokalew) has referred to 
that matter to some extent; but, sir, the 
saving of half a million in the election is 
but a small part of the saving. There is 
an amount of moral wear and tear which 
cannot be estimated a question of dol- 
lars and cents. There will be saved to 
this community the constant and con- 
tinual agitation, which I believe is unne- 
cessary. 

I am of the opinion that all the legisla- 
tion required by the best interests of this 
State can be effected by biennial sessions. 
But the argument as used by the ‘gentle- 

man from Chester, (Mr. Darlington,) and 
which was referred to also in the minority 
report, is that the present system has upon 
it the sanctity of ages ; that it has existed 
so long that it would not be well to dis- 
turb it. The gentleman also alleges that 
there has been no expression of the pub- 
lic to guide us in our action here. Now, 
sir, there has been no direct expression 
that I am aware of in that particular point, 
but there has been that which covers this 
whole ground. 

It is known that the action of that body 
has been a perfect stench in the nostrils of 
the people, and this remedial measure, 
looking townrd a reform in that direction, 
has been called for by the people of the 
State. I seo nothing but good that can 
result from the institution of biennial 
sessions, as reported by the committee. 

The gentleman from Chester (Mr. Dar- 
lington) says the burden is upon those 
who propose the change ; of course the 
burden is upon them. There must be 
some good reasons for a change. I admit 
that there is no reason why we should 
change a thing because it is old, nor that 
we should favor its continuance because 
it is old. But has the Legislature acted 
in such a way, have we had such beneti- 
oial results that the people of Pennsyl- 
vania can look with pride upon their 
legislative body? I am strongly of the 
conviction that the character of that body 
will be elevated by the proposed change. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. Chairman : I desire 
to say a few words upon this subject. In 
the first place I cannot discover that this 
question, in any sense whatever, involves 
the question of biennial sessions. I shall 
vote to sustain the proposition of the com- 
mittee, that the members shall be elected 
for two years, and I shall oppose the pro- 
position for biennial sessions. I agree 
with very much that has been said here 
with regard to the manner in which busi- 
ness has been heretofore done at Harris- 
burg. 

It is in the experience and observation 
of every gentleman who has taken note 
upon this subject, that very much of the 
corruption that has been manifested there, 
and that has grown out of legislation, has 
been from the fact that so much special 
legislation has been annually disposed of 
at Harrisburg. 

This Convention proposes to do away, if 
not altogether in a great measure, with 
this subject of special legislation. Then, 
Mr. Chairman, it is the intention of this 
Convention, and it is the intention of the 
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people of this Commonwealth, that here- 
after the Legislature shall deal in general 
legislation. 

They shall, instead of going there for 
the passage of private bills, prepared in 
private of&es of lawyers of this Common- 
wealth, or concocted in ofboes of railroad 
corporations, or in other of&es, go pre- 
pared to discuss general principles and 
for the passage of general laws. This will 
require a mu&higher and better order of 
talent. I am perfectly willing, and I 
think the people of the Commonwealth 
will be satistled that we shall extend the 
term in order that we may get better men 
to take these posts. 

Many a man may hesitate to take a 
nomination for the Assembly when he 
knows that his first session must be 
devoted to the interests of the politioians 
and the log-rollers of his ward or his 
county, in order that he may be re-nomi- 
nated and go back for a second session if 
he is to have one at all. 

Undoubtedly we elevate the character 
of the representative. We place bim in a 
better position by giving him at least two 
years. What reason can be given why a 
Senator should have three years and a 
member of the House be limited to two 4 
Certainly the member of the House par- 
ticipates, in every sense, in just as high a 
degree in the making of laws as does the 
Senator. What reason can be given why 
the members of the Xouse of Representa- 
tives of Pennsylvania shall be limited to 
one year and every year go into a scram- 
ble for a re-nomination? 

If we mean to give our members some 
knowledge; if we mean to give them 
some idea of legislation ; if we mean that 

they shall have some experience; if we 
mean to elevate the character of the men 
and secure such as are able to deal with 
general principles, then I maintain that 
we ought to extend the term at least 
to two years, and this does not involve 
the question of biennial sessions. I am in 
favor of annualsessionsof the Legislature 
of this Commonwealth, and I hope that 
we shall do everything in our power to 
elevate the character and the dignity or 
representatives by lengthening their 
terms. 

Mr. BIDDLE. Mr. Cbairman: It is so 
near the hour of adjournment that I 
hardly feel disposed to begin an argu- 
ment. I move the committee now rise-- 

Mr. BBOOYALL. I would ask the gen- 
tleman to yield to me so that I may make 
the same motion, in order that he may 
have the floor when we meet again. 
I therafn-3 move that the oommittee 
rise, report progress and ask leave to sit 
again. 

The motion was agreed to. 

IN CONVENTION. 

Mr.C. A. BLACK. Mr. President: The 
committee of the whole has again had re- 
ferred to it the report of the Committee on 
the Legislature, and have instructed their 
ohalrman to report progress and ask leave 
to sit again. 

Leave was granted to sit again to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. DARLINQTON. Mr. President: I 
move the Convention do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to. 
So the Convention, at one o’elook and 

fifty-nine minutes, adjourned. 
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TWENTY-SIXTH DAY. 

SATURDAY, January %,1873. 

The Convention met at twelve M. 

PRAYER. 

Rev. i$r. CURRY offered prayer, as fol- 
low5): 

We thank Thee, this morning, Almighty 
Father, for the privilege we have enjoyed, 
of beholding the light of another sun in 
his meridian brightness. Make us thank- 
ful, we beseech Thee, for all the privileges 
and for all the mercies we enjoy day by 
day at Thy hands. Once more we have 
assembled for the purpose of transacting 
business pertaining to the interests of this 
Commonwealth. Be wisdom to us in our 
ignorance, be strength to us in our weak- 
ness. Guide our j udgments aright to pro- 
per conclusions ; and may everything we 
do be done to the honor of God and the good 
of the people we represent. We ask Thy 
blessing to rest upon our Commonwealth. 
We ask Thy blessing to rest upon all her 
institutions. We ask Thy blessing, 0 
God, to rest upon the great country to 
which we belong. Make us God-fearing 
people ; and finally bless us, through 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The Journal of yesterday’s was read 
and approved. 

INTOXICATING LIQUORS. 

Mr. C~~~~~presentedamemorialfrom 
citizens of Lancaster county, Pa., and 
another memorial from citizens of Mll- 
lersville, in the samecounty, praying that 
an amendment may be made to the Con- 
stitution prohibiting the manufacture and 
sale of intoxicating liquors, which were 
referred to the Committee on Legislation. 

Mr. RUSSELL presented B petition from 
citizens of Addison township, Somerset 
county, Pa., praying t&t an amendment 
may be made to the Constitution prohib- 
iting the manufacture and sale of intoxi- 
cating liquors, which was referred to the 
Committee on Legislation. 

INTERNATIONAL WORKINOMEN'S ASSO- 
CIATION. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE offered the follow- 
lowing resolution, which was read and 
agreed to : 

Resolved, That the petition of section 
twenty-six of the International Working- 
men’s association, laid upon the table on 
Monday last, be taken from the table and 
referred to the Committee on Legislation. 

QUORUM IN COMMITTEES. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. I move to sus- 
pend the rules, to introduce the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That in the st,anding com- 
mittees, composed of fifteen members, 
seven members thereof shall constitute a 
quorum to do business. 

In connectlod with this resolution, I 
have a few remarks to make, and for the 
purpose of making these remarks, I ask 
the unanimous consent of the Couven- 
tion. I desire to state that I offer this 
resolukion in obedience to the desire of 
several members of the Committee on 
Legislation. The committee hopes to be 
able to make its report in due time ; but 
we oonsumed an hour this morning wait- 
ing for a quorum. As the committee 
stands, it takes eight members to consti- 
tute a quorum. We have seven. gentle- 
men present all the time; but they are 
unable to take any formal action, because 
there is not a quorum of members pre- 
sent. The business of this Convention 
will be delayed, materially, if some rule 
of this kind is not adopted. There are 
few committees in this body composed 
of fifteen members, so that the resolution 
cannot be very objectionable since it ran 
only be of very limited eflect. It is very 
inconvenient for some of the members of 
a committee to be always ready for work, 
and to be delayed by others not being in 
attendance. It will relieve the question 
of practical difficulty if this resolution is 
adopted, for there are always seven of us 
present in committee. It is in obediepoe 
to the wishes of those seven that I pre- 
sent this resolution. 

The question being upon the motion t0 
suspend the rules, a division was called 
for, which resulted: In the afirmative, 
fifty: in the negative, twenty-seven. TWO 
thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
motion was rejected. 
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ACOULITICIMPROVEMENTS. 

M~.JOSEPHBAILY offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was twice read : 

Reaobed, That before the Committee on 
the Hall proceed to incur any expense in 
the proposed improvements in the acous- 
tic qualities of the Hall, they be itistructed 
to ascertain the probable expense of such 
change, and report the same to the CQU- 
vention. 

Mr. STANTON. I will state to the Con- 
vention that the committee yesterday 
adopted this very resolution, and decided 
that the chairman of the committee 
should ascertain the probable expense 
that would be incurred, and then report 
the same to the Convention. 

Mr. JOSEPH BAILY. MT purpose iu 
offering the resolution is, If possible, to 
keep the expenditures of the Convention 
under its own control. If the resolution 
isadopted it will ndt interfere with the 
duties of the committee. 

Mr. ADDICKS. I trust the resolution 
will be adopted. 

Mr. BOYD. I wish the gentleman, (Mr. 
hddicks) had nerve enough to stand up 
here and do just exactly what is right. 
In the first place we will have to ascer- 
tain, first, whether there is any remedy for 
the acoustic properties of the hall; 
secondly, if it is essentidl, how it is to be 
remedied; and, thirdly, the cost of that 
remedy. Before we take any action in 
the matter we shall be fully informed in 
relation to it. I trust the gentleman (Mr. 
Joseph Baily) will withdraw the resolu- 
tiL,n, or that the Convention will lay it on 
the table. 

Mr. JOHN F. WHITE. I have no doubt, 
as has been stated by the committee, that 
they will make this report to the Conven- 
tion before they incur any expense, but I 
think we, as a Convention, ought not to 
create a committee with unlimited power 
to incur expense connected with the work 
of the Convention. The resolution here- 
tofore adopted clothed that committee 
with unlimited power as to the amount 
of money to be expended. I think it is a 
bad preoedent to establish, and we ought 
to make our own record right so that we 
will not hereafter create or authorize any 
oommittee to expend money in an un- 
limited manner. 

The question being taken, a division 
was called, and the resolution was agreed 
to. Ayes thirty-five ; noes twenty-two. 

LEAVES OF ABSEKCE OF SUBORDINaTE 
OFFICERS, 

Mr. CHURCH offered the following reso- 
lution, which was laid on the table : 

Resolved, That no subordinate officer 
of this Convention shall hereafter have 
leave of absence without first obtaining 
the consent of the chief officer of his de- 
partment: 

RIOHTS OF ACCUSED PEILYONS. 

Mr. WHERRY offered the following reso- 
lution, whioh wasread and referred to the 
Committee on Declaration of Rights : 

Resolved. That the appropriate commit- 
tee inquire what rights accused persons 
and criminals may justly be deprived of, 
and what constitutional provision, if any, 
is needed to preserve for them their indi- 
vidual rights which the State is bound to 
respect. 

APPORTIONMENT OF ASSEYBLYMEN. 

Mr. WM.H. SMITH offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was read and refer- 
red to the Committee on Suffrage and 
Representation : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf- 
frage and Representation, or the proper 
committ.ee, be directed, atier the number 
shall have been determined, to apportion 
the Senators and Representatives of the 
State, and also to make a Congressional ap- 
portionment. 

FRAUDULENT ACTS OF ASSE?dBLY. 

Mr. UUYLER offered the following rem- 
lution, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary : 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Commit- 
tee be and they are hereby instructed to 
inquire and report in what way it is 
practicable to provide in the Constitu- 
tion a method of judicially ascertaining 
whether acts of Assembly have been 
passed by fraud, deceit or misrepresenta- 
tion practiced upon the Legislature, and 
that if so passed may be declared null and 
void. 

MARITAL RIGHTS. 

Mr. CARRY submitted the following re- 
port from the Committee on Industrial 
Interests and Labor: 

The Committee on Industrial Interests 
and Labor, to which was referred a reso- 
lution regarding the respective rights of 
husband and wife, respectfully suggests 
that the inquiry and the action demanded 
do not, in any respect, fall within its pro- 
vince, nor are in any way involved in its 
proper business, and therefore begs leave 
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to return the resolution to the Conven- 
tion for such other and more appropri- 
ate reference as may be given to it, and 
ask to he discharged from its further con- 
sideration. Propositionssubstantiallyslm- 
ilar having been referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Declaration of Rights, it would, 
perhaps, be proper to allow this reeolu- 
tion to take the same direction. Further, 
the committee prays to be discharged from 
the consideration of the resolution here- 
with returned, relative to the manufaature 
and sale of intoxicating drinks, believing 
it to come rightly within the sphere of 
duty assigned to the Committee on agri- 
culture, Manufactures and Commerce, to 
which they now suggest its referenoe. 

Mr. MANN. I move that the resolution 
referred to in the report of the committee, 
relative to the rights of married people, 
be referred to the Committee on Legisla- 
tion, and that the committee be discharged 
from the further considerationof the same. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. JOHN N. WHITE. I move that the 

resolution referred to in the report of the 
committee, relative to the manufacture 
and sale of intoxicating liquors be also re- 
ferred to the Committee on Legislation. 

The motion was agreed to. 

IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

The Convention then went into com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Chas. -4. Black 
in the chair, and entered into the further 
coneidsration of the second section of the 
article reported by the Committee on the 
Legislature. 

ELECTION OF ASSEMBLYMEN. 

The CHAIRMAN. When the committee 
rose yesterday the question pending was 
an amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Chester, (Mr. Darlington,) strik- 
ing out the words “every two years,” 
and inserting “one year,” in the first sen- 
tence of the seoond se&ion. The gentle- 
man from Philadelphia (Mr. Biddle) has 
the floor. 

Mr. BIDDLE. It is quite true, Mr. Chair- 
man, that with regard to the mere words 
in this section under discussion, the 
question whether sessions of the Legisla- 
ture shall be held annually or biennially, 
perhaps is not covered by them ; but we 
are to look at this report as presented as 
a whole, or at least we are to consider and 
compare those sections together which 
hear upon the same general subjeot mat- 
ter ; and if we take into consideration the 
third, fourth and the fifth sections of this 
article, which all relate to the same 

general subject matter, it is quite obvious 
that this question is properly debatable. 
Nay, further, it was very obvious when 
this article was launched by the chairman 
of the committee from which it oame that 
such was the understanding of the com- 
mittee itself, because, so far as the chair- 
man discussed it at all, he discussed it 
with reference to this subject. 

I propose, therefore, in what I have to 
say, while I shall endeavor to meet the 
objections that were yesterday urged 
against the exiating clause, against the 
existing mode of electing, to say some- 
thing also upon the fifth section, in re- 
gard to the holding of biennial sessions. 
The change we are asked to effect, Mr. 
Chairman, is a radicalone, and w-hile mere 
antiquity can never be urged in support 
of an existing evil, yet we have a right to 
appeal to that which has been so long re- 
cognized, unless valid reasons against it 
can be shown to exist. Quite as much, 
sir, may be said in regard to an ill-advised 
change, as against the abuses’of hoary 
antiquity. Perhaps the argument is not 
worth a great deal on either side, but it 
certainly lies upon them, who propose a 
change so organic as the present, to come 
provided with very good reasons in favor 
of it. 

If I understand the objections urged yes- 
terday, principally by the distinguished 
member from Columbia, who is not now 
here, they arranged themselves under 
twogeneral heads: One of disadvantage 
to the elector, the other of disadvantage 
to the representative. I propose to cou- 
sider both of them, and to see if they have 
the value which is attributed to them. 

We are told, Mr. Chairman, that annual 
elections of representatives of the people 
bring them within that prevalent curse of 
the American people, too frequent elec- 
tions, these elections, I suppose, being de- 
moralizing in their tendencies and expen- 
sive in their machinery. I can hardly 
think that after this House, by a very 
large and a very deliberate vote, has un- 
dertaken to give us throughout the State 
one additional election in regard to muni- 
cipal officers, we need apprehend that the 
argument in regard to demoralization 
will have a great deal of effect. If yearly 
elections are bad, certainly bi-yearly 
elections are worse; and yet, by a vote, I 
think of something like four to one, this 
House solemnly resolved that it was ex- 
pedient to hold spring elections. With 
regard to the question of expense, it is 
hardly worth looking at. If we are to 
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have annual elections for any purpose, 
and it be not the desire of this Convention 
toso change&he Constitution that we shall 
have no annual elections, the additional 
expense in regard to the election of mpre- 
sentatives will be but small. I pass from 
that, sir, to what perhaps is the more im- 
portant objection, the supposed evil effeots 
of these annual elections upon the repre- 
sent ative himself. And they resolve 
themselves also into two : Want of expe- 
rience and degradation, a gradual decline 
in virtue, by reason of being elected for 
a term so short that no duty,essentially leg- 
islative, can ever be efficiently performed. 
The representative, it is said, ~111 apply 
himself to his own selfish purposes, and, 
either by improprieties, greater or less, 
spend the time and use the trust which 
was delegated to him for the purpose of 
private emolument. 

Mr. Chairman, with regard to the first 
objection, I think it is greatly magnified. 
My experience, personally a very limited 
one, but still the experience of one who has 
always taken avery deep interest in these 
subjects, and who has had that expe- 
rience which every looker-on may gain 
by careful observation, is not such as the 
distinguished member from Columbia’s 
experience affords him. It is not my ex- 
perience that when a public servant so 
dicharges the trust committed to him as 
to insure the confidence of the commu- 
nity, and, of course, the oonfidence of his 
constituency, he is disregarded and left 
home. Many honorable instances might 
he referred to of gentlemen now sitting 
in this very body, but I know of none 
more appropriate to instance than that of 
the gentleman from Columbia himself, 
who, dedicating very considerable pow- 
ers and very great industry for nearly a 
life-time to the service of the public, has 
always, or nearly always, in the course of 
that life, been honored by this Common- 
wealth with places of high trust, which 
he has so discharged as not only to bring 
honor upon himself, but to reflect honor 
upon the Commonwealth whose gervant 
he has been. 

I need scarcely go further than that. 
It is not the fact that representatives do- 
ing their duty faithfully and fairly are 
left at home. It is not the fact: and if it 
were, this subject is to be looked at in the 
interest, not of the elected, but of the 
body of the people who elect the repre- 
sentatives. Important as it is--and I 
grant its importance as fully as will be 
desired-to have a trained body of public 
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servantsalways at the command of the 
community, it is vastly more important 
that the community itself should, at fre- 
quent intervals of time, assert the funda- 
mental right upon which all representa- 
tive government reposes, of sending there 
with fresh instructions, or freshly from 
their ranks, if they desire the change, 
those who will oarry out and reflect the 
direct and immediate opinions of the con- 
stituency at large. 

In regard to what is supposed to be most 
fatal to the character of the legislator, the 
perversion of his trust to purposes of pri- 
vate gain and private greed, my experi-’ 
is not, and I doubt if it be the experience 
of any one within the sound of my voice, 
that those who come newest and latest 
from the people are those who are most 
greedy to advanoe their own selfish in- 
terests. We had a reference, yesterday, to 
the official term of representatives to the 
federal government. I think it was an 
unfortunate reference ; for if I read the 
daily prints aright, it is not those who 
are freshest and newest, not those whoare 
youngest in that body, who are supposed 
to have their hands improperly stained, 
bat those whose term of service has been 
long. I have no fear of that kind, Mr. 
Chairman, nor do I believe facts bear out 
the assertion, that it is those who are last 
from the people, who are the firstand 
earliest, if there he any in the Legisle 
ture, who are those who profane the trust 
committed to them in the manner that it 
is attributed to them. 

But we are told, Mr. Chairman, that a 
longer term will give that experience 
which is most valuable to legislators. 
Let us see whether this argument has 
consistency or value. Let us turn for a 
single moment, and we cannot avoid get- 
ting into this discussion somewhat of the 
fifth section of this article, to this section., 
It provides, after naming the day for the 
meeting of the General Assembly, that it 
shall meel every two years thereafter, 
unless sooner convened by the Governor. 

NOW, sir, what possible experience gain- 
ed by an election for two terms oan a 
legislator have who rushes into office 
within a few weeks, after his election as 
you have already ordained by your vote, 
who sits there three or four months and 
then *emsins for nearly two years the tor- 
pid repository of the legislative power of 
the State P I want gentlemen who advo. 
cate this system as a body, these three or 
four sections, to tell me how, if we are to 
have biennial sessions, that is one session 
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every two years, the representative elect- 
ed fo: two years is to acquire a greater 
legislative experience than the represen- 
tative elected every year and sitting once 
a year. One-half of the equation just de- 
stroys the other. If the second section 
Is to be weighed and carried out as the 
gentleman from Columbia proposes that 
it should be, then it destroys the fifth 
section. If the fifth section is to be car- 
ried out as the gentleman from Philadel- 
phia, (Mr. J. Price Wetherill,) who advo- 
cated its passage the other day, and the 
gentleman from Lancaster, (Mr. Carter,) 
yesterday desired, then the advantage to 
be gained from the second section ceases 
altogether. Biennial sessions mean no 
more experience than at present. The 
larger experience by serving two terms 
insteadofoneannihilatesbiennialsessions. 
This is to? plain almost for argument. 

I therefore feel, Jlr. Chairman, that no 
sufficient advantages are offered for the 
change proposed, while the disadvantages, 
in my opinion, are very considerable. 
What are they? 

First of all, as this bill stands, if you 
look at the first section, which requires 
Senators to be elected for tour years-but 
of course for only two sessions-in regard 
to the smaller and elder, and what is 
usually regarded as the more con- 
servative body, you actually get less 
legislative experience by a whole ses- 
sion. You have two sessions instead 
of three, as at present. There the gen- 
tleman from Columbia (Mr. Bucka- 
lew) will feel that his argument is turned 
against himself. And you are not, I re- 
peat, to look at this section in an isolated 
way. You are to look at this as part of 
an entire system. But we lose what, per- 
haps, is of vastly more value. What is 
the value of representative government 
at all, Mr. Ch&man? What isthe mean- 
ing of the system under which we are liv- 
ing-under which we have been flourish- 
ing ever since we were a community? 
Why, it is nothing more and nothing less 
than this : That it is to the people, to the 
electors that all power belongs ; and it is 
their behesls, desires and wishes that are 
to be carried out; and the moment a sys- 
tem is invented which does not fbithfully 
reflect and faithfully carry out those man- 
dates and those desires, it ceases altogether 
to be the form ofgovernment under which 
we are living. 

NOW how are you to reach this? How 
are you best to obtain the advantages 
of this msyste, and to get rid of the clis- 

. 
advantages ? You eanuot, of course, in II 
large community, do as was formerly 
done in the small republicaof Greece, 
assemble togetherin town meeting, all the 
populace taking part in the discussions. 
That certainly was the direct method of 
getting at the popular expression of 
thought. You therefore, instead, send 
chosen representatives of the people to 
discuss what is best for the people at 
large. Now is there any objection? On 
the contrary, is there not a great advan- 
tage in having what is called the popular 
body, expressing, in the largest degree, the 
popular desire. You have the Senateasa 
a check, upon hasty and crude legislation. 
You have your Executive asa supposedad- 
ditional check, for I do not suppose that we 
intend here to take from the Governor the 
veto power. You have theordinary forms 
of debate as an additional check. So far 
from not wanting-we want-the annual 
thought, we want the periodic expression 
of the desires of the people at short inter- 
vals, exhibited by the popular branch of 
the Legislature. No legislation can be 
valuable that does not embody, to a great 
extent, the existing sentiment of the elec- 
torate body, and I, for one, regard this con- 
templated change as bad, simply because 
it removes for too long a period of time, 
from the elector, his chosen representa- 
tives. Do gentlemen reflect that only 
within a day or two quite an animated 
discussion arose here as to whether for 
the poor remnant of five or six weeks, a 
Legislature, elected, ofcourse, presumedly 
for the old period of time, might mis- 
represeut the sentiment of the people ? 

That was the argument urged against 
the term beginning on the first day of 
January, an argument which certainly 
found favor with the majority of this 
Convention. Why it was that between 
the first Tuesday of November and the 
first day of January that body, elected 
less than a year before, might, by unbith- 
ful combination with the Executive, mis- 
represent tho wishes of the State at large. 
There would be, therefore, it strikes me, 
a very grave inconsistency in removing 
the representative two years from the 
people if there is danger that in six 
weeks of a term to which he was elected 
less than a year previously, the trust 
might be betrayed by him. Geuclemen 
who voted that way the other day vote in 
favor of the longer term to-day ; but above 
all, this question of consistency or incen- 
sistency, we must not forget this main 
fact, that we are all of us here to endeavor, 
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as I believe we are endeavoring, accord- 
ing to the best of our honest ability and 
information, to decide upon those points 
of change that are best for the Common- 
wealth at large, and I appeal to gentle- 
men whether it is not more desirable to 
have the popular body freshly and di- 
rectly from the people every year, ohang- 
ing, if you please, with the changingopin- 
ions of the represented-of the electors. 
No system is an absolute restriction upon 
improper or unwise legislation; every- 
thing that is human is liable to be per- 
verted, and it is only by repeated change 
that you can at last achieve that which is 
best. The people have the right, there- 
fore, to impress upon their representa- 
tives their own, fairly changing opinions, 
that by their action and counter-action 
their ultimate sober thought may be 
placed in a permanent shape. 

But it is said that a man elected for a 
short period of time will use that time for 
purposes of self-advancement. While it 
is quite true that a good representative 
would, by experience, become a better 
one, yet it is equally true and it is a great 
deal more dangerous to the community 
represented, that a bad representative be- 
comes a great deal worse by long contin- 
uance in office. The balance of disadvan- 
tage, let me say, is vastly against continu- 
ing for a long term the bad representa- 
tive. If there be danger to be apprehended 
from corruption, much more is it to be 
apprehended from those who are familiar 
with the arts and tricks of legislation, 
and who, grown hardy by constant ex- 
periment, endeavor to pervert the whole 
machinery of legislation to their own ad- 
vantage and to the detriment of their oon- 
stituency. 

But it is said by some gentlemen, who 
advocate this change, that we have too 
much legislation. Undoubtedly we have. 
That is, we have that which ought not to 
be legis!ation at all. We have a great 
deal done by our legislators which ought 
to be done in an altogether different way, 
and we are beginning to find it out. A 
great deal of what is called spedial legis- 
lation could be done with greater propri- 
ety by courts and by the municipal bodies 
which direct the alfairs of the smaller dis- 
trictsof the State. That is not, however, to 
be charged to the shortness of the term for 
which the legislators are now elected. It 
is the fault of another part of our systems, 
for which I hope we will be able to pro- 
vide a remedy. But with representatives 
elected for the same terms for which they 
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are now elected, with a larger body of 
them, thus bringing them more directly 
into contact with the constituencies from 
which they come, with more representa- 
tives and smaller constituencies, with 
some organic change, confining leglsla- 
tion to general and curtailing or putting 
an end to all special or private legisla- 
tion, you will reach this difficulty. It is 
a mistake to charge upon the legislator 
that which belongs to the system under 
which he is elected, and under which he 
is compelled to act. It is the system of 
legislation that makes the legislator bad, 
if he be as bad as he is said to be. Length- 
ened terms may give lengthened ability 
to do wrong. It is not at the term that we 
have to strike. It is a misapplication of 
terms, it strikes me, to look at it in that 
way. What you want is an expression of 
the opinions of the people as trequent and 
varied as they are now, as our own expe- 
rience has shown us to be well ; and you 
want removed from the operation of leg- 
islation, so called, that vast body of sub- 
jects which really has no plaoe in it. 

One single argument I would like to 
notice, and then I will leave the subject. 
It is said that the experience of our sister 
States, or of a large number of them, pointa 
in favor of this change, and I think we 
were told by my friend from Philadelphia 
(Mr. John Price Wetherill) a day or two 
ago, that out of thirty-six States, either 
seventeen or nineteen-and it is not irll- 
portant which way the figure is-Lad 
adopted the proposed change. That fact 
proves nothing. In most of t :lose States 
the adoption is quite a rece.u one-almost 
as recent as our own mX be-if we, as I 
hope we will not, adopt it. Therefore we 
gain nothing from the supposed results of 
such experience. In regard to the State 
of Ohio, whioh haa been referred to as 
having interests as diversified asour own, 
(although it is my opinion that no State of 
all the States which compose our Union 
can compare with Pennsylvania, eitherin 
mineral, agricultural or manufacturing 
resources,) what is the experience of Ohio f 
My friend from Chester (Mr. Darlington) 
tells us t.hat instead of having annual ses- 
sions they have sometimes as many as 
four sessions a year. And if it be possible, 
Bfr. Chairman, that in a small period of 
six weeks, when power is just about pas- 
sing away from the representatives, a com- 
bination should be corruptly made with 
the Executive, by which legislation detri- 
mental to the public may be passed, what 
will you say of that power which enables 
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-and you cannot prevent it ; it is impos- 
sible-a Legislature by oonnivanoe with 
a corrupt Exeoutive to be in permanent 
session and to ride over every right which 
the people hold dear. 

I shall therefore vote in favor of the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from Chester (Mr. Darlington.) 

Mr; M’ALLIBTER. Mr. Chairman: It 
has been said that the people have not 
called for this change in our organic law. 
With that assertion I take issue-in this, 
that they have called and are calling most 
persistently for the suppression of special 
legislation, and I have rarely, if ever, 
heard that question mooted except in 
connection with biennial sessions of our 
Legislature. When this local legislation 
is taken away the greater part of the busi- 
ness of our Legislature, judging from the 
past, will be taken away. It is no exag- 
geration to say that four-fifths of the time 
of our Legislature has been taken up with 
the work of local legislation. A portion 
of our citizens, in the years that are past, 
have looked for relief from every griev- 
ance to such local legislation, and in- 
stead of going to our courts, or resorting 
to the municipal organization, to which 
the gentleman from Philadelphia (Mr. 
Biddle) refers, have gone to the Legisla- 
ture to secure the passage of some act 
bearing upon that special cause of com- 
plaint. Now it is proposed by the en- 
actment of judicious and well considered 
general laws to.provide for all this species 
of legislation. It is proposed to turn the 
mind of this class who have looked to 
special legislation for reliei, as well as the 
minds of the entire community, to the 
general laws which are to be enacted, to 
have them resort to our courts for relief 
undera judicial constructionof those gen- 
eral laws, and whenwe have accomplished 
that we will, to a great degree, shorten the 
time necessary to be spent at Harrisburg. 
We will have taken away, to a considera- 
ble extent, the occupation of the Legisla- 
ture; and, let me say, that in carrving 
out the idea of biennial sessions, we will 
add greatly to the relief of the commnni- 
ty. It will be a means of securing better 
laws-laws more fully considered, from 
the very fact that relief cannot be had 
from the Legislature in the interim. 

It has been said that Ohio has had 
several sessions during the two years. 
When, I ask? That was not stated. It 
may have been that sometimeduring the 
war there were emergencies which ren- 
dered a special call necessary. The 

special purpose must be specified in the 
call or it cannot be made. It is not pro- 
posed to take away that power, but to 
have biennial sessions for general purposes 
of legislation. 

It has also been said, that although 
seventeen or nineteen States have this 
system of biennial sessionsnow in opera- 
tion, they are, most of them, inconsidera- 
ble States. Let me say to the gentleman 
from Philadelphia (Mr. Biddell) that 
Ohio and Indiana and Illinois are among 
the number, and they are among the most 
important of the Statesof thisunion. Illi- 
nois has surpassed Pennsylvania in the 
inorease.of her population during t.he last 
decade. Let her not be called an nuim- 
portant State. 

Again, it is said that these are recent 
and novel changes. If I mistake not, Il- 
linois, after an experience of twenty or 
thirty years, continued her system; for 
Illinois, I believe, had biennial sessions 
before she adopted the present Consfitu- 
tion. Ohio has had the system in actual 
operation, certainly since 1850. Let me 
ask the gentleman from Philadelphia, 
(Nr. Biddle,) or any other member on 
this floor, what State in this Union that 
ever tried the experiment oi biennial ses- 
sions has changed to annual? I thiuk it 
will be found, not one. Numerous States 
have changed from annual sessions to bi- 
ennial sessions, but not the reverse. This 
is the test of experience. It is a reason 
for our action. We should not adhere 
to the past simply because it is old, but 
should be guided by the experience of the 
past for the improvement of the future. 
I am most heartily in favor, not only of 
biennial elections, but ofbiennial sessions, 
and think such an amendment is neces- 
sary for the purpose of carrying out and 
eff‘ectiug, in the most beneficial manner, 
that change for which the people have 
called and are calling. 

Mr. LANDIS. Mr. Chairman : The pro- 
position, as originally submitted by the 
CTommittee on the Legislature, was that 
the election of representatives should be 
held every two years. So far as that pro- 
position itself is concerned the question 
of sessions might not arise, and if we look 
further into the report we will find that 
that question is distin&ly met in the fifth 
section. But when we remember that 
the gentleman from Chester (Mr. Dar- 
lington) has proposed an amendment, 
suggesting that the election be held annu- 
ally, and when we know that he has sta- 
ted that the effect of it will be to hold 
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annual sessions, then, sir, we recognize, 
distinctly, the fact that the question is 
before us whether we shall have annual 
or whether we shall have biennial ses- 
sions. It has been hinted here, sir, that 
perhaps time may be lost in the discus- 
sion of that question now. In my opinion 
no time will be lost thereby, because if 
that question is now clearly and distinctly 
understood, if the issue is here met in ad- 
vance in the debate at this time, so that 
the temper of tha Convention is ascertain- 
ed upon the question, we will have deci- 
ded, in advance, the fifth section. 

_ I can very well conceive how elections 
might be held every two years and there 
be annual sessions, but I cannot conceive 
how there could be annual elections with- 
out there being annual sessions. . 

Why should we have biennial sessions? 
It I understand the reason why this Con- 
vention has assembled, if I have properly 
understood why the cry has gone forth 
from the people, bringing together our 
representatives, that there may be a sys- 
tem of reform inaugurated, it has boen 
mainly from the fact that the people have 
been burdened and oppressed by a griev- 
ous system of legislation. The cry has 
gone up from all parts of this Common- 
ivealth. There has been no class of peo- 
ple, there has been no branch of industry, 
there has been no enterprise within all 
the boundaries of our State that has not, 
in some way, or at some time, felt the in- 
cubus of special and excessive legislation 
iesting upon it, and weighing it down. 
Therefore, sir, I recognize that as the one 
great pressing evil which has called us 
here, and we will be false to the trust re- 
posed in us, we will be false to our duty, 
if we do not meet that difficulty fairly 
and squarely ; we have promised that 
special legislation shall be abolished. 
Why should it not be 7 It has been said 
that the prominent trait of the American 
character is fondness for speech-making ; 
but the person who made that assertion 
forgot One thing-the American fondness 
for legislation. 

We surpass all the rest of the civilized 
world in that respect. You may take, 
year for year, dl the acts of Parliament, 
all the sections of the French code, all the 
laws of the other civilized people of the 
earth, and compare them with our own, 
and I care not how, whether you measure 
it em for em, or by weight, avoirdupois, we 
will surpass them all in excessive legisla- 
tion. It is looked npon as the grand pa- 
nacea for every troubio, and has been so 

considered in the past. During the last 
ten Scars I have no doubt the laws of this 
State will averago at least a thousand 
pages per year, and if you scan them close- 
ly, from beginning to end, you will be of 
opinion that the general laws would not 
occupy more than from sisty to a hnn- 
dred pages. 

To remedy these evils, nut1 this exces- 
sive special legislation, we desire to insti- 
tute biennial sessions. If special legisla- 
tion is done away with, where will exist 
the necessity for annual sessions? If you 
do not abolish special legislation the ne- 
cessity for only biennial sessions will be 
so much the more pressing, for then this 
species of legislation would be in a mea- 
sure limited. 

It has been said here that some seven- 
teen States have adopted biennial sew 
sions. It was asked by the gentleman 
fromPhiladelphia(Mr. Biddle) why other 
great States had not abolished the annual 
system. I think the State of New York 
was r % rred to, the State of Mnssachn- 
setts and other States. The reply to this 
inquiry might have been, that in those 
States, special legislation has not been 
abolished, and hence the supposed neces- 
sity for annual sessions. We are further 
told that the Legislature will not be pre- 
pared to furnish the people with general 
enactments in accordance with the scope, 
and spirit, and requirements of the or- 
ganic law, asaltered and amended by this 
Convention. 

Those who make this objectiop place a 
false estimate upon the character of the 
citizens of Pennsylvania. They do not 
grant them that measure of intelligence 
and that degree of perception as to their 
wants, which I am sure they possess. The 
spirit. of reform, inaugnrated on this Hoor, 
will be responded to throughout the State 
and you will find that alacrity, readiness, 
intelligence and ability will be displayed 
in the preparation and framing of such 
laws as shall be found entirely adequate 
to the exigencies of the case. 

Sow, sir, let us try the experiment, if 
you choose to call it, of biennial sessions. 
Let us see if we oan remove this mon- 
ster of evil. Let us use the scalpel to ex- 
cise this diseased excrescence from oEthe 
body politic, and you will then have ac- 
complished a grand work in the political 
hygiene of the Nate. Why, sir, I regard 
biennial sessions as the natural ally of the 
abolition of special legislation. Where 
the one is deficient the other. will 
strengthen. They are naturally auxilia- 
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ries, leagued together against one common 
adversary. Let us therefore take them in 
the spirit sf reform. Let us take them 
as they are offered here, and send them 
forth together, and wewill rind that inthe 
end they will be powerful for the produc- 
tion of good and potent for the accom- 
plishment of reform. 

Mr. MINOR. Mr. Chairman : Allu- 
sion has been made in the discussion now 
pending to the State of Ohio. It fell to my 
lot to reside in that State about fourteen 
years, and to be cngaged in a business 
which brought me in daily contact with 
the practical operations of the questions 
now being agitated, and as this period of 
time embraces a living under both differ- 
cnt systems of government, I feel that 
I ought, so far as my recolleclion serves 
me, communicate the result of my ex- 
perience to the Convention, This I pro- 
pose to do in connection with some brief 
statistics. Up to 1850 the rule in Ohio was 
.that of special legislation-the same as 
we now have in this State. In 1850 Ohio 
provided a change; all laws from that 
time on became general, except upon the 
subject of public schools, and the laws of 
that State have continued in that form 
from 1850 to the present time. 

Now, the general laws in force in the 
State of Ohio in the year 1840 were em- 
braced in a volume of one thousand and 
twenty-eight pages. The right of special 
legislation continued down to 1850,as I re- 
marked. From that tim(l onward all 
special liws that could be changed into a 
general forhl uTcre so changed and took 
the form of general enactments. Then 
we have before 1850, ten years, and taking 
ten years after 1850, and coming to 1860, we 
find the revision of laws of that time em- 
bracing all in force in 1860 of a general 
nature gaveonc thousandsix hundred and 
forty-six pages, an increase in volume of a 
little over six hundred pages during a 
period of twenty years, and it will be 
observed that during this time there were 
added whatever was of a general nature 
from 1540 to l&O, and then between 1850 
and 18GO there were added whatever was 
of a general nature that masnew, and also 
those converted from old special into new 
general laws. I have not had access to 
tho revision of the year 1850, hut my re- 
collection is that that reUision gave a vol- 
ume of about twelve hnndrcd pages. Such 
are the statistics in the State of Ohio, but 
to go a little further, I will take up a sln- 
gle year. In the year lYGO, after this SyS- 
tern of general legislation had been in 

force for a period of ten years, the volume, 
including the laws of that year, contains 
one Jiundred and twenty-two pages of 
general laws, twenty-one pages of local 
and special, and thirteen pages of resolu- 
tions. So that it was found that in the 
great State of Ohio, when everything, ex- 
cept upon the subject of public schools, 
must be general, one hundred and twen- 
ty-two pagescovered everything that was 
necessary. 

Now, I do not Jcnow that it is necessary 
for me to add other facts to these. I re- 
marked that I resided in Ohio for a period 
of three years, under the special system, 
and I well recollect that that State was 
then convulsed from centre to circumfor- 
enee by the same cry we have heard in 
this State upon the subject of special leg- 
islation and the corruption that attended 
it. The State was becoming corrupt.- 
There were, however, found men who 
dared to stand up between the living and 
the dead, as it were, and stay the plague 
of corruption that grew out of this special 
legislation; and, sir, the high name of 
that State, so far as it is preserved to-day, 
is largely due to the change that was then 
wrought. 

I well recollect the relief with which we 
hailed the etfect of biennial elections and 
Siennial sessions. It was a matter of con- 
gratulation svcrywhere and of rejoicing ; 
and so far as I know it has continued so 
from that day to this. It was only last 
fall that I had occasion to visit the State 
again, and while thore I inyuired ofmem- 
bers of the bench and bar, and opinions 
rarely dithered upon the subject. The 
great point for which they desire a new 
Constitution is that they may improve 
their judiciary. It is true that there are 
some who desire annual elections and an- 
nual sessions, but the great body of the 
people, as far as I learned, desired the 
continuance in the future of a system of 
government ttrat had been tried so sue- 
cessfully in the past. 

J&n, Mr. Chairman, what are the facts 
in regard to Pennsylvania? During the 
last seven years all the general laws of 
this State are 475 in number. All thespc- 
cial laws for the last seven years, includ- 
ing 18X, make 8,775. Thus it appears that 
during seven years the entire number of 
geucral laws here arc less than one-half 
of what the special laws have been during 
any one year of the scven. The lowest 
was in 1866, being 1,096. The highest was 
in 1867, being 1,392. Thus, then, standsthe 
figures with us as to special and general 



legislation. Xow, although this volume of 
special legislation is vast and terrible, and 
has been the foundation of a great deal of 
corruption, yet if we look to the State of 
Ohio, for an example, we will find that 
nine-tenths of this can be reduced to a 
compass that is almost nothing compared 
with what it is at the present time, and 
so far as we have the light of any experi- 
ence, then we may believe that it will 
not be necessary for our Legislature to 
meet every year in order to make this 
change. 

It was a fact that in Ohio the Governor 
had occasion, in one or two years, to call, 
and did call, a special session of the Leg- 
islature for the purpose of making trans- 
fers from special into a general form of 
laws, and putting the State in a desirable 
form of operation as to financial and other 
matters which were necessary on account 
of this change, but since that time special 
sessions have been rare-so rare that dur- 
ing the time of my residence there we 
were never troubled about them, never 
knew any evil to result from them, or 
a.ny difficulty to arise between the Exeou- 
tive and the members of the Legislature. 
This latter emergenoy being prevented, in 
a large degree, by a provision which, I 
hope, to see in our own Constitution, that 
the Executive shall state to the members 
of the Legislature the object and purpose 
for which they are called together in spe- 
cial session. Then the people are pro- 
tected, because they know precisely what 
is to oome before the body. I will not cie- 
tain the Convention longer upon this 
point. I have endeavored t,o state these 
facts, beoause they seem to be better than 
mere opinions, and we can draw more en- 
lightenment from them than we can from 
mere theories. Now, upon one or two 
other points, in regard to annual and bi- 
ennial sessions of the Legislature, I will 
detain the Convention but briefly. How 
stands the matter of annual sessions with 
respect to these propositions? It is evi- 
dent that experience is the most valuable 
test of every law under which we live. 
We may theorize in advance, we may use 
all the care that is possible, and yet no- 
thing is equal to experience. If au an- 
nual session of the Legislature is held it 
will continue, doubtless, from three to 
four months, and then what time is there 
left in which a law is to be tried? Only 
eight or nine months. Now is that long 
enough for the threeorfour millions of the 
people of Pennsylvania to decide and con- 
sider whether that law is such as ought to 
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stand, or such as their interest requires ? 
Whereas, if you have biennial sessions 
you have them nearly twenty months, at 
least a period of time ranging from eigh- 
teen to twenty months, according to the , 
length of time the Legislature may re- 
main in session in which to determine the 
elfect of laws passed by the Legislature, 
and to arrange for additionalor new legis- 
lation if necessary. We are oftener in- 
j ured by too much than too little legisla- 
tion. Let me in this connection allude to 
another fact. Even with a biennial ses- 
sion in the State of Ohio we still found 
that we had too much legislation.. The 
volumes of laws which had been passed 
and repealed during one period, not ex- 
ceeding ten years, amounted to more in pa- 
ges than those that were in force at the 
beginning of the decade duringwhich they 
were passed. That is one of the solid 
facts in the case even under the biennial 
system. So that even under the biennial 
system we had to learn and unlearn, sub- 
stantially, what was equivalent to the 
whole system of laws in the State at the 
beginning of the period. Biennial ses- 
sions even do not entirely cure the ex- 
cessive legislation to which we are sab- 
jetted. It only restrictsand limits the evil, 
and while not removing it entirely, gives 
us that which is the better of the two. 
But further deliberation is of great im- 
portance. 

When men’s works last for a long pe- 
riod of time they are more careful in their 
preparation. Why does this Convention 
act with care? It is because we feel that 
we are speaking and acting and voting for 
the next quarter of a century, perhaps 
half a century in all that we say and do. 
Just in proportion as a mau feels that his 
acts are to last will he be careful. If a 
legislator acts only for eight months, and 
feels that what he does, may then bc 
changed, he will be less careful If for 
two years he will be more careful than for 
a less period. That principle is of great 
importance, and ought to be incorporated 
by us into our sy%tem of legislation so 
that we may have, first, time to test the 
wisdom of the act, and then the time for 
carrying it out and determining upon its 
merits. 

But one thought more, and that is this : 
Reference has been made, as an argument 
in ftlvor of annual sessions, to the fact that 
PWmSYhania iS a State of great and varied 
interests-coal and iron andoil it is true. 
But take the great interests of the Sate of 
Pennsylvania-her coal, her iron, her oil, 



her Inmbef and her commc~~cc. Sow, 
sir, I have the honor to represent :I acctiorr 
of this State in which one part of this 
great mineral wealth is folmd. we arc 
sending forth from our section of the 
country into the actual. wealth of this 
State, every year, nearly Or quite twonty- 
fire million dollars, by t,he product Of oi4 
alone. I apprehend that OLU experience 
mggestq we have had more occasion to 
fear the assembling Of the Legislature 
than we have to look forward to it with 
pleasure. Oftener have we beencompelied 
to send ommittees down to Harrisburg to 
prevent legislation from destroying our 
interests than we have had to ask pro- 
tection to our interesttsr. Piot, however, 
SO much on account of corruptiOn in 
the Legislature, as on account of outsicie 
combinations and corporations. Again, 
the very fact, as it strikes me, that 
these interests arc great, that they are 
tremendous, constitutes one of thostrong- 
est arguments why legislation as to these 
interests should not bo too frequent. You 
cannot do a worse thing toward a great 
and important interest than frequently to 
tamper with it or tinker at legislation, 
which may affect it. 

True you may need annual legislation 
on some Faints. Rut, if so, let the Gover- 
nor call a special session, let him specify 
in his call the necessity which requires 
legislative action, and let the Legislature 
confine its business to the subjects em- 
braced in the (all of the Governor. JSut, as 
a general rule, let our interest he stable. 
Lrt our legislation be stable. Let a man 
know from one year to another that his 
arrangements for his business are perma- 
nent. because the arrangements of all are 
permanent. 

I will not then dwell longer On this 
point, but it seems to me, knowing these 
t&cats, knowing these principles, that me 
will attain everything we can expect to, 
ihat is desirable, and avoid evils more 
perfectly by this plan thxn in any other, 
I,y giving usbiennial elections and hion- 
nial scsAons of the Iigidature, with the 
power in the Governor to call annual ses- 
sions, or oftener, whenevergreat emergen- 
cies arise. 

hr. WArJFER. Mr. Chairman : Tbc 
~~omrnittce has just listened to the re- 
marks nf a gentleman who has for a few 
luollth~, OX-~OF it few years at most, made 
Pennsylvania his honlc. I ask you n0w, 
Mr. Chairman, to listen for a momrnt t0 
nl,e who for the fifth generation has made 
Pennsylvania a home. 

I do mrt wxord 0Pagree’with ; I do not 
*ul)scribo to the section that is under can- 
sidomtinn at all, Or at all evL3tsnot in the 
words in wlrich it is expressed. Without 
an- diwespect to the committee that has 
reported it, X think it is a crude article 
from lirst to last, very incvnsiderately 
considered and vmy crudely expressed. 

I am in Favor of amending Our ConBti- 
tution, but it isonly inamending in those 
particulars where there seems to be an ap- 
parent necessity. JVho here has heard of 
any complaint among our people as tO 
annual elections? Or who, as provided in 
this section, has heard any great com- 
plaints au to the issuing of writs for clec- 
tionin c?seaofvacancies? Thesearetlre two 
provisions that are now before LW. I wOuld 
amend the entire se&ion reported frown 
the committee, and T will read an amcnd- 
ment that T have prepared, in or&r that 
my view*i on this point may be sect : 

“The election for membersof the @en- 
cral hsscluI4y shall be held on the Tucs- 
day next following the fimt Monday suc- 
coediug the adoption of this. Constitution, 
and annually thereafter. Wl~n vacancies 
occur iu either Houuc, the Govcruor shall 
issue writs of election to fill such vacau- 
do.-.” 

I do not now, Mr. Chairman, offer that, 
but 1 read it as the conclusions to which 
my mind has arrived in listening to the 
dismssion upon this subject. I am not. in 
favor of changing the Constitution unless 
we arc to a cetiaiuty to derive .sOm0 great 
good ; sonic) great advitntage from it. 
30~ 1 see now2 to Ix? dcrivcd from the 
change here. Let us have our allrlual 

elections and change, if you @vase, from 
the Speakers of the respective Houses to 
the Governor the issuing of the writs for 
vacancies. That is concise, and we are at 
an elementary w-ork. We are not build- 
ing up acts of lepislation ; we are laying 
the foun&atiOll of a goVerIlI~leIlt ; framing 
the rules by which it is to be governed. 

I was always a whig when that party 
prcvsilecl in this State. Since then I have 
heen :I republican, but I always believed 
that I was as thorough, and deep, and 
fixed a democrat asany man that breathes. 
The first vote I cvercast for President was 
for the head of the democracy, Andrew 
Jackson. Thus brought up, thus etlnca- 
ted, thus believing, I cannot go for any 
amendment to this Constitution that isi-e- 
moving further from the people the right 
to rule. That, in the form of our govern- 
ment, belongs to the people, and the closer 
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or nearer you can bring it to that source 
the better for the government. 

Gentlemen talk a great deal here about 
@orruption. There will be as much eorrun- 
tion in biennial as in annual elections. 
There will be as great depravity in our 
Representatives under that system as un- 
der the present, and if the people choose 
to send Representatives who are corrupt 
to either the House or the Senate, the fault 
is theirs. They are the government, and 
let them meet out an answer for it by 
placing in power, at the next succeeding 
election, those who are not corrupt, and 
who will correct the evils into whieh their 
then Representatives have fallen, if they 
have fallen at all. Being a republican, 
believing in this government, I never 
will, unless positively instructed by the 
electors, take from the people what be- 
longs to them, and enable a man to hold 
a position a longer time than the very na- 
ture and character of our government 
eontemplates that he shall. Bring back to 
the source, as often as you can, the eleo 
tive franchise. 

If there is corruption in our govern- 
ment the people soon will detect it; the 
people soon will correct it; the people 
soon will remedy it. But those of us who 
are in favor of biennial elections are advo- 
cating that those who are elected to power 
shall hold on a little while longer, in de- 
fiance, perhapg of public sentiment to 
the position they occupy. As a democrat, 
as one who believes in this form of gov- 
ernment, as one who believes in the peo- 
ple ruling, I will not give my vote for it. 
Now I dare not what statistics the gentle 
man from the oil region (Mr. Minor) may 
read. I care not what his experience in 
Ohio may be. I throw to the winds all 
these small matters in forming an ele- 
mentary system of goverment, and go to 
the source, regardlessof expense. If there 
was more legislation in Ohio before their 
i&mended Constitution and less since, and 
they are benefited by the change, very 
well. Let it be so. Our policy may be 
different. We will, by the amendments 
which we shall make, and for which we 
are especially sent here, cut out this spe- 
cial legislation, and then there will not 
be the necessity for the number of acts or 
the number of pages referred to by the 
gentleman from Crawford, (Mr. Minor,) 
nor the numberasdetailed by Mr. Jordan 
in the book that he has placed upon our 
desks. From that fact gent,lemen seem 
to come to the conclusion that we ought 
not to have annual elections. 

Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, it is not 
beoause of special acts of Assembly, or by 
reason af them, that I am in favor of the 
annual elcetions. It is because in all gen- 
eral legislation I want the people, each 
year, to express their sentiments, not 
wit,h regard to special, but with regard to 
general legislation ; with regard to those 
things in which, as a State, we are inter- 
ested, that will derelope our resources, 
and build us mp faster than we have been 
built, hold us together stronger than we 
have been heretofore held together, not 
that we shall migrate from Massachusetts 
to Ohie, and from Ohio to Illinois, and 
from Illinois to Pennsylvania, but that 
we shall plant our feet firm, by birth or 
otherwise, on Pennsylvania soil, live there 
and die there ; working for the good of the 
State, not in ioeal legislation, Mr. Chair- 
man, bat in general legislatian, going to 
those things that concern us as a State, 
developing us as a State, building us up, 
where soon we will be, if we will only 
eorreet our legislation in some respects, 
the Empire State of the Union! It will 
not be many years before New York must 
stand in the background, if we will cut 
out special legislation; if we will say to 
capitalists abroad, %ome here and in- 
vest ;” if we will say to corporations that 
may be formed, “ you can do business as 
men do business ;” but as long as we keep 
on our statute books such a law as we 
have with regard to money, as long as we 
keep on our statute books the speeial laws 
with regard to corporations which we 
have there ; as long as we drive legitimate 
capital of Pennsylvanians out of Pennsyl- 
vania, we will be tieddown, hampered 
and crippled, until we will destroy-if it 
ean be destroyed-the vital energies of 
our noble State ! 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not wish to 
detain the committee any length of time. 
I only speak as I feel directed to speak, 
and, I trust, to the point, showing that 
though I believe in the people ruling, I 
am not here as a republican, or as a whig 
or as a democrat, but I am here as a nun, 
to work for Pennsylvania, not following 
in the footsteps of Illinois or Indiana 
certainly not following in the footsteps of 
Lhat.SLate that has disgraced her Constitu- 
tion by putting therein an oath to be 
taken by Representatives-which we, by 
this bill now under consideration, are 
asked to place in our fundamental law, 
and oath that can only be justified by go- 
ing back to the -days of Calvin,an oath 
that can only be sustained by those who 
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believe in total depmvity, and by none 
othem; for no man who feels as a man, 
who actsas a man, who is a man, either 
as an elector or as one elected, am think 
of such an oath without feeling his man- 
hood insulted. The elector says, accord- 
ing to this report, I am voting for a 
rogue, and the elected permits himself to 
be voted for as a rogue; and when he 
comes to take the oath he swears that he 
will not be a rogue any longer. [Laugh- 
ter. J 

Now, Mr. Chairman, you have been too 
long about that house on Capitol Hill, I 
have been there too long, too, not to know 
that aathsby members of the Legislature, 
are like custon house oaths, easily taken 
and easily broken. [Laughter.] We are 
a democracy. We must keep the people 
pure, not swear them to be pure. We 
must teach them from infancy up to be 
honest, and then we need not put on our 
statute book this disgraceful clause, much 
less place it in a elementary law, such as 
we are framing here. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr.Chairman: I 
donot wish to detain the committee at 
thislate hour. I merely want to submit 
a few observations. 

Mr. LANDIS. Mr. Chairman: 1 move 
the committee rise, report progress, so 
that the gentleman may have the fioor 
when we sit again. 

The motion was agreed to. 

IN CON\-ENTION. 
Mr. CHARLES A. BLACK. Mr. Presi- 

dent : The committee of the whole have 
had referred to them the report of the 
Cotimittee on the Legislature, and have 
instructed their chairman to report pro- 
gress, and ask leave to sit again. 

The report of the committee was ac- 
cepted, and leave granted thereto to sit 
again nest Monday. 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. President : I move 
we adjourn. 

Mr. CUYLER. Mr. President: I ask 
leave to offer a resolution for ndjourn- 
mcnt until three o’clock Monday after- 
noon, in order to give the committee time 
to meet in the forenoon. [No ! no !I 

The PRESIDENT. Unanimous consent 
not being given, the resolution cannot be 
received. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr.Plwident: 1 
move the rules be suspended for the pur- 
pose of hearing the resolution read. 

Mr. DARLINGTON. Mr. President :- 
There has been a motion made to adjourn. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair has not 
heard such a motion. 

Mr. HAT.RY WHITE. I move the hour 
of adjournment be postponed. 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. President : I move 
the Convention do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to. 
So the Convention, at one o’clock and 

fifty-eight minutes, adjourned until Mou- 
day at ten o’clock ,4. M. 
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MONDAY, January 27, 1873. 
The Convention met at ten o’clock A. 

M. ’ 
PRAYER. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Curry, 
as follows : 

Almighty Father, once more we come 
into Thy presence for the purpose of trans- 
acting business pertaining to the interests 
of this Commonwealth. As we enter up- 
on the duties of another week, we earn- 
estly pray Thee, this Monday morning, 
to be with us in our deliberations. 

Be in our thoughts ; be in our acts. May 
everything we do or say be done and said 
with an eye single to Thy glory, and for 
the interest of those whom we represent. 
We pray Thee to forgive us all wherein 
we have sinned in the past; wherein we 
have erred in any respect; wherein we 
have violated Thy holy law; and do Thou 
grant to prepare each one of us to enjoy 
the promised light that nowis, and that 
which is to come. 

We ask Thy especial blessing to be with 
us as a Convention. Guide us by Thy un- 
erring counsel through all coming time, 
and in Eternity receive each and every 
one of us, for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

JOURNAL. 

The Journal of Saturday’s proceedings 
was read and approved. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. BIDDLE. Mr. President: If it be 
in order, I would move that George M. 
Dallas have leave of absence for a few 
days, in consequence of affliction in his 
family. 

Leave was granted. 

JUDICIARY. 

Mr. CLARE offered the following, which 
was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Judiciary be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of adopting the following pro- 
Visions, relative to the judiciary powers 
of the Commonwealth. 

m 

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. 

The judicial power of this Common- 
wealth shall be vested in the Supreme 
Court, circuit court, courts of oyer and 
terminer and general jail delivery, in a 
court of common pleas, orphans’ court, 
registers’ court and a court of quarter ses- 
sions of the peace for each county, in jus- 
tices of the peace, and in such other courts 
as the Legislature may from time to time 
establish. 

SUPREME COURT. 

The Supreme Court shall consist of seven 
judges, one of whom shall be chief justice, 
and they shall, by virtue of their offices, be 
justices of oyer and terminer and general 
jail delivery in the several counties. Four 
of the judges shall constitute a quorum, 
and the concurrence of four be necessary to 
a decision. They shall be elected for a term 
of fifteen years, and shall be ineligible for 
reelection. 

The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court 
shall extend over the State ; the original 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court shall 
embrace all cases relating to the revenue, 
in which the Commonwealth is a party, 
mandamus, quo warranto, as to all officers 
whose jurisdiction extends throughout 
the State, and habeas coypus; the appel- 
late jurisdiction by appeal, certiorari or 
writ of error in all the cases follqwing, vie : 

1. From the circuit courts, courts of oyer 
and terminer and general jail delivery, 
and courts of quarter sessions of the 
peace. 

2. From the court of common pleas, or- 
phans’ court, or registers’ court, where 
the matter in controversy shall exceed one 
thousand dollars in value. 

3. All cases which involve the constitu- 
tionality of any law of this State or of the 
United States. 

4. All cases from the circuit court, in its 
appellate jurisdiction, in which the judges 
of the said court shall not have been unan- 
imous in the judgment entered, or in 
which two of the judges of the said gen- 
eral circuit courts, before whom the cause 
was heard, may allow a writ of error to 
remove the same into the Supreme Court, 
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and if such allowance be made, a writ ot 
error may issue out of the Supreme Court 
to the said circuit courts, and may be pro- 
ceeded in as other cases. 

For the election of the Supreme judkcs 
the State shall be divided into three dis- 
tricts, of as nearly eqnal population as 
practicable, to be known as the Eastern, 
Middle and Western districts, and, until 
otherwise provided by law, the districts 
shall be as follows : 

Eastern district to consist of the coun- 
ties of Chester, Delaware, Philadelphia, 
Montgomery, Berks, Bucks, Lehigh, 
Northampton, Carbon, Monroe, Pike, 
Wayne, Susquehanna, Wyoming and Lu- 
wrne. 

Middle district to consist of thecounties 
of Lancaster, York, Adams, Franklin, 
Fulton, Huntingdon, Mifflin, Juninta, 
Perry, Cumberland, Dauphiu, Lebanon, 
Schuylkill, NorthumberliLnd Snyder, 
IJuion, Centre, Clinton, LyoolAing, Non- 
tour, Columbia, Sullivan, Bradford, Tio- 
ga, Potter, Cameron, Blair and Eedford. 

\Vestern district to consist of the coun- 
ties of Somerset, Fayette, Greene, Wash- 
ington, Allegheny, Westmoreland, Cam- 
bria, Indiana, Armstrong, Butler, Beaver, 
Lawrence, Mercer, Venango, Clarion, 
.JeEerson, Clearfield, Elk, Forest, Craw- 
ford, Erie, Warren and M’Kenn. 

The several judges of the Supreme 
Court, in commission at the time of the 
adoption of this amended Constitution, 
shall hold their offices under their said 
commissions during the terms for which 
they were elected, respectively. At the 
next general election after the adoption 
of this amended Constitution, and every 
fifteen years thereafter, one person shall 
bc elected to the office of Suprenle judge 
by the qualified voters of the State at 
large. 

At the same general election one per- 
son shall be elected to the said ofice, by 

,rhe qualified votersof theMiddle district, 
to serve for a term of fourteen years only, 
and one person to the same office by the 
qualitied voters of the Eastern district, to 
serve for nine vears only. At the general 
electionintheycaronethousandeighthun- 
(Ired and seventy-eight,one person shall be 
elected to the said office by the qualified 
voters of the Western district, to serve for 
six yearsonly. At the general election in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and 
eightv-two,and every fifteen years thereaf- 
ter, tho persons shall be elected to the said 
office, by the qualified Toters of said East- 
ern district, each voter,voting for one only, 

to serve for the term of fiftcou years. At 
the general election in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and eighty-four, and 
every fifteen years thereafter, two per- 
sons shall bo elected to the said ofice by the 
qualified voters of the Wcstcrn district, 
each voter voting for one only, to serve a 
like term of tiftecn years. At the gen- 
oral election in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and eighty-seven, and every 
fifteen years thereafter, two persons shall 
be clotted to the said office by the quali- 
fied voters of the Middle district, each 
voter votingqfor one only, to serve for a 
term of fifteen years. 

The judge o!dest in commission shall be 
the chief justice, and in the event of com- 
missions bearing even date, the right shall 
be determined by lot. All vacancies in 
the office of the judges of the Supreme 
Court, occurring by death, resignation or 
otherwise, shall ho filled for the unex- 
pired term by appointment of the remain- 
ing judges of the said court, and the per- 
son so appointed shall be chosen from the 
class of voters who voted for, and from the 
district represented by the person whose 
office has become vacant. 

NO person shall be eligible to the oftice 
of j udge of the Supreme Court unless he be 
at least thirty-five pears of age, and a eiti- 
zen of the Unitod States, and has resided 
in and been in regular practice in the 
courts of this State for ten years. The 
judges shall be commissioned by the GOV- 

ernor, and shall reside in the district in 
which they are elected. 

ClRCUIT COURTS. 

The Legislature shall, at its first session 
after this amended Constitution shall be 
adopted, create the several counties of 
this Commonwealth into ten judicial cir- 
cuits, each circuit to consist of contiguous 
and compact territory, and to be as nearly 
eqnal m popnlation as may be practica- 
ble, and the said several circuits shall be 
numbered, beginning in the eastern por- 
tion of the State, and the first, second, 
third, fourth and fifth circuits shall con- 
stitute the Eastern general circuit; and 
the sixth, sovonth, eighth, ninth and 
tenth circuits shall constitute the Western 
general circuit. 

At the next general election after the 
Legislature shall have created the said 
judicial circuits, and ovary twelve years 
thereafter, five judges shall be eleoted in 
each of the said general circuits, by the 
qualified voters thereof, each voter voting 
for three only, and the judges so chosen 
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shall be commissioned by the Governor, 
and shall serve for a term of twelve years, 
if they shall so long behave themselves 
well, and shall receive such salary as may 
be provided by law. 

The judges of each general circuit, when 
sitting in bane, shall have and exercise 
appellate jurisdiction within said general 
circuit in all civil cases, w-hich cannot be 
carried by direct appeal, certiorarz or writ 
of error to the Supreme Court, and like 
jurisdiction in such criminal cases as may 
be conferred by law, and the judgment of 
said court upon appeal, cerliorari or writ 
of error shall be conclusive as a court of 
last resort, unless removed to the Su- 
preme Court under the several provisions 
hereinbefore mentioned. Three of the 
said judges shall constitute a quorum, 
and the concurrence of three be necessary 
to a decision. 

The Legislature shall, at its first session 
after the adoption hereof, by appropriate 
legislation, create such sub-districts as 
may be deemed necessary, and shall desig- 
nate the terms of said courts, and the 
times and places where they shall be held. 
All vacancies occurring by death, resigna- 
tion or otherwise in the said office shall 
be supplied as provided in case of a va- 
cancy in the Supreme Court. 

For the purpose of original jurisdiction 
the said judges shall be’ assigned, under 
such regulations as the Legislature may 
provide, each to his proper circuit, and 
such terms of the circuit court of original 
jurisdiction shall be held throughout the 
several counties composing the circuit, by 
the proper judge thereof, as the Legisla- 
ture shall provide; and the said circuit 
courtsshall haveoriginal jurisdictionof all 
civil cases at law or in equity, in which 
the subject matter in controversy exceeds 
the value of five hundred dollars. The 
Legislature may also provide for the re- 
moval of causes from the court of com- 
mon picas to the circuit courts, under 
such rules and in such manner as may be 
deemed expedient, and shall provide such 
other enactments as shall carry into effect 
the provisions herein contained relative 
to the circuit courts. 

COURTS OF COMMON PLEAS, &C. 

The courts of common pleas, orphans’ 
courts, registers’ courts, courts of oyer 
and terminer and general jail delivery, 
and courts of quarter sessions of the peace, 
shall possess the same powers, and exer- 
cise the same jurisdiction as they now pos 

sess and exercise until otherwise provided’ 
by law. 

The Legislature shall, at its first session 
after the adoption of this amended Con- 
stitution, divide the State into judicial 
districts, and every county having a pop- 
ulation of twenty-five thousand and up- 
wards shall be a separate judicial district. 
No county shall constitute more than one 
district, nor shall more than two counties 
be embraced in any one district. Each 
judicial district so constituted shall have 
one law judge, and no more, for every 
twenty-five thousand of population, to be 
ascertained from the last federal census ; 
but districtsof more than one county may 
be created, having less than twenty-five 
thousand, in which case such districts 
shall be entitled to one law judge. 

At the next general election after the 
Legislature shall have created the said 
districts, and every ten years thereafter, 
judges of the courts of common pleas, or- 
phans’ court, registers’ courts, courts of 
oyer and terminer and general jail de- 
livery, and courts of quarter sessions of 
the peace, shall be elected by the quali- 
fied voters of the srid district, respective- 
ly, in such numbers as the said district 
shall be entitled, as aforesaid : Provided 
nevertheless, That the judges of the said 
several courts, in commission at the time 
of the adopting of this amended Consti- 
tution, shall hold their said offices, under 
their said commissions, during the terms 
for which they were elected, respectively, 
if they so long behave themselves well, 
in the new districts so created, in which 
they actually reside, respectively : And 
provided fwthep, That in the election of 
the said judges in districts where two or 
more judges are to be chosen, at the 
same election, the vote shall be restricted 
as follows : Where judges to the number 
of two are to be elected, each voter shall 
vote for one only; where judges to the 
number of three or four are to be elected, 
each voter shall vote for two only ; where 
judges to the number of five or six are to 
be chosen, each voter shall vote for three 
only, and in the same ratio for any num- 
ber to which any district shall be enti- 
tled. And the said judges shall be com- 
missioned by the Governor, and hold their 
oRice for a term of ten years. When any 
vacancy shall occur in the said office by 
death, resignation or otherwise, the Gov- 
ernor shall appoint some suitable person, 
to serve for the unexpired term, and such 
appomtment shall be made from the class 
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df voters who voted for the person whose 
office has thus become vacant. 

MILITARY SERVICE. 
Mr. DARLIN~OTON offered a memorial 

from Rirmingham monthly meeling of 
the Society of Friends, asking that they 
may be excused from military service. 

The memorial was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Militia. 

DEATH PENALTY. 
M~.DARLIN~TON also presented a peti- 

tion from the same meeting, asking for 
the extinction of the death penalty, which 
was referred to thecommittee on Legisla- 
tion. 

PROHIBITION. 

Mr. DARLINGTON also presented a peti- 
tion fr;m the same meeting, asking for 
the enactment of a law preventing the 
manufacture and sale of intoxicating li- 
quors, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Legislation. 

SEVENTH DAY OF TWE WREK. 
Mr. RUSSELL offered the following reso- 

lution, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Declaration of Rights : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Decla- 
ration of Rights be requested to inquire 
into the propriety of inserting a clause in 
the Declaration of Rights by which those 
citizens of the Commonwealth who con- 
scientiously believe that the seventh day 
of the week is the true Sabbath, and ob- 
serve it as such, shall be relieved from the 
penalty imposed by the act of the twenty- 
seventh of April, 1591. 

QUORUM OF COMMITTEEf3. 
Mr. I-IARRY WIXITE. Mr. President: 

On Saturday 1 had the honor of introduc- 
ing a resolution in relation to the quorum 
of committees. It was in the nature of a 
rule, and had to lie over one day. I move 
the Convention now proceed to consider 
that resolution. 

The PRESIDENT. The resolution will 
be read for info?mation. 

The CLERK read as follows : 
Resolved, That in standing committees 

composed of fifteen mem hers, seven mem- 
bars thereof shall constitute a quorum to 
do business. 

The question being, shall the Conven- 
tion proceed to a second reading of the 
resolution, it was not agreed to. 

SESSIONS OF CONVENTION. 

Mr. CUYLER. Mr. President : I ask leave, 
at this time, to submit a resolution relat- 
ing to the sessions of this body. 

The CLERK read as follows : 
Resolved, That hereafter the daily ses- 

sions of this Convention shall be from 
twelve until three o’clock. 

Upon the question of proceeding to a 
second reading of the resolution, a divi- 
sion was called, which resulted : Affirma- 
tive, thirty-four ; negative, thirty-one. 

So the resolution was again read. 
Mr. CUYLER. Mr. President: Iaskleave 

to say a single word in support of this reso- 
lution. I belong to one of the hardest 
working committees of this Convention- 
the Committee on the Judiciary. Our 
customary hour of meeting is ten o’clock 
in the morning. Our labor is great 
and it is faithfully performed. I believe 
we will progress far more rapidly if op 
portunity is afforded for the committees 
to meet and prepare the business, and 
that a session of three hours each day for 
the Convention itself is abundant for all 
the business which has come before it. 
It is, therefore, in the interest of coni- 
mittees, and with a view of expediting 
business in the Convention, that I present 
this resolution. If the Convention meets 
at two o’clock the committees will have 
no time for the proper discharge of their 
duties. 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. President : I agree, 
in part, with my colleague, (Mr. Cuyler,) 
but at the present time the committees 
have not yet reported a sufficient amount 
of work to the Convention to occupy their 
time for three hours. Our sessions have 
been from twelve o’clock to two, and we 
have discussed one hour and a half every 
day as to when we shall adjourn, so that 
we have absolutely worlred but one-half 
an hour each day. Therefore I move to 
strike out “three” and insert %wo,” un- 
til the Convention has more work before 
it. Then I will be willing to meet at twelve 
and continue in session until six. 

I agree with what the gentleman has 
said, with regard to committees. I was to 
have met a committee this morning at 
half-past nine. The committee did not 
meet at all. We were not able to do any- 
thing, and it is impossible to do any work 
in committee before ten o’clock. I hope 
the gentleman will accept my modiflca- 
tion, so as to meet at twelve and adjourn 
at two. 

Mr. CUYLER. Mr. President : I would 
be most happy to accept the modification 
of the gentleman from Philadelphia, (Mr. 
Stanton,) but it must be manifest to him 
that our debates might well occupy all the 
tnne until three o’clock. We have spent 
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a number of days upon the question of 
the sessions of the Legislature, and we 
are yet far from a conclusion, and we can 
spend three hours profitably in Conven- 
tion and two hours in committees. If at 
any time we desire to adjourn earlier we 
oan do so by a special resolution, but, as 
a general rule, I think we should sit from 
twelve to three. 

Mr. D. N. WHITE. Mr. President: If 
the gentlemen w-ill consider the question 
they will see that we have now before us 
more work than this Convention cau do if 
we sit five hours a day. The gentleman 
from Philadelphia (Mr. Simpson) says 
that we have no business before us. We 
have one of the most extensive subjects 
now under consideration that can come 
before us during the entire session, and if 
we debate it for two weeks we will not 
have arrived at a conclusion in reference 
thereto. We have before us the question 
of how many members shall constitute 
the House, and how frequently it shall 
meet. We have also the question of ap- 
portionment, and other important ques- 
tions, which will excite a great deal of de- 
hate before us, and if we are only to re- 
main in session for two hours we shall be 
here until next fall without doing any- 
thing. It seems to me that the wmmit- 
tees that are meeting from time to time 
will have ample opportunity to arrange 
their several sections by the time the Con- 
vention is through with the pending de- 
hate upon the Legislature. 

Mr. NE~LIN. Mr. President : Permit 
me to say that, as I understand the reso- 
lution offered by my oolleague, (Mr. Cuy- 
ler,) that the proposition is to meet at 
twelve o’clock and sit until three. It is 
therefore not open to the objection just 
stated by the gentleman from Allegheny, 
(Mr. D. N. White,) that we will only sit 
two hours a day. There isa practical difli- 
culty in meeting at ten o’clock in the 
morning. As we all know, we have 
twenty-seven committees ; some of those 
wmmittees have their meeting in the af- 
ternoon at a reasonably early hour. Some 
of those committees are composed of fif- 
teen members, and four, or five, or six, 
are upon two committees, each of which 
has been in the habit of meeting in the af- 
ternoon. Others are upon committees 
that have been meeting at ten o’clock in 
the moruing. There are some wmmit- 
tees of this body that meet and very 
readily transact all their business in one 
hour in the morning, being in session 
from ten o’clock until eleven, or from 

eleven to twelve, or from ten to twelve, 
and we should leave the afternoon meet- 
ings open to those other committees. 

As it is now, Mr. President, when a gen- 
tleman is on two committees or more he 
will have to give his whole twenty-four 
hours to the business of this Convention, 
that is to say, he will have to leave his 
home at an early hour in the morning in 
order to get here at ten o’clock, and then 
he will have to attend a committee meet- 
ing in the afternoon, and a further com- 
mittee meeting in the evening. 

Those committee meetings which would 
occupy, say an hour if they take place in 
the evening, take just enough of time out 
of the evening to destroy the whole use- 
fulness of that evening; whereas, if that 
one hour were devoted to business in the 
morning before the sessionof the Conven- 
tion commences, evening sessions of com- 
mittees would beentirely doueaway with. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. President : I trust 
the Convention will not repeal the res& 
lution it adopted last week, to commence 
the sessions at ten o’clock and adjourn at 
two. We have business before us that 
will occ~tpy us for some time-the subject 
of the Legislature. We have had two 
days’ sessions upon it, and have scarcely 
made a movement in advance, and one 
of the difficulties I see arising, out of the 
fact that the sessions are but two hours 
per day, is that each day when the same 
question comes up before us the argu- 
ments of the preceeding day have, in a 
measure, to be gone over again. 

There are committee room% enough for 
the committees to meet in the afternoon. 
Four hours of Convention work, com- 
mencing at ten o’clock and adjourning at 
two, will allow the gentlemen from Phil- 
adelphia to go to their offices and meet their 
clients in the morning before ten o’clock, 
and meet here at ten. The gentlemen 
from the country, who board in the city, 
will have time to get their breakfasts and 
come down at a reasonable hour, and 
at two o’clock go to their dinners, and 
meet their committees in the afternoon. 
I am convinced that four hours a day 
will expedite business twice as much as 
three hours a day, and therefore shallvote 
against any amendment of the present 
order. 

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Mr; President : I was 
opposed to the change from twelve o’clock. 
It seemed to me that until the princi- 
pal committees had reported it would 
have been better to have allowed the rule 
to have remained as it was-from twelve 
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till two-but the change was made, and 
the two committees, of which I am a 
member, each numbering fifteen, changed 
their time of meeting, one of them to 
meet at four o’clock in the afternoon, and 
the other at seven and a-half o’clock in 
the evening. That can he done by any of 
the committees, yet I am satisfied, Mr. 
President, that we are proposing to spend 
too much time in Convention, by meeting 
at ten o’clock, and sitting in Convention 
until three. That is objectionable in this : 
That it deprives a large portion of mem- 
bers from the country, who are accus- 
tomed to have their breakfast at about 
seven or eight, of getting dinner until 
four or five. That fact, in itself, is ob- 
jectionable, and I think has been the 
principal cause of opposition to changing 
the afternoon hour, and keeping us in 
Convention beyond two o’clock. 

I move so to amend the pending resolu- 
tion, so that we shall ‘meet at eleven 
o’clock and adjourn attwo o’clock. This 
will give us three hours session, and will 
allow the committees to meet in the 
morning and also in the afternoon, and if 
any of them choose to meet in the eve- 
ning they can do so, dispensing with the 
morning hour. If it he in order, I then 
offer this amendment: “Meet at eleven 
o’clock A. M. and adjourn at two o’clock 
P. M.” 

Upon this amendment a division was 
ordered, and being taken resulted : Affir- 
mative, fifty-three ; negative, twenty-four. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
The question recurring upon the resolu- 

tion of Mr. Cuyler, as amended, a divi- 
sion was ordered, which, being taken, re- 
sulted : Affirmative, fifty-five ; negative, 
eighteen. So the resolution, as amended, 
was agreed to. 

CXIICAGOPUBLIC LIBRARY. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair has re- 

ceived a communication from the Chi- 
cago public library, which the Clerk will 
read. 

The CLERK read as follows : 

CHICAGO PURLICLIBRARY, 
CHICAGO, Jan. 24, 1873. I 

To the Beside& of the Constitutional Cm- 
vention of Pennsylvania : 

SIR :-I have had some correspondence 
with the Chief Clerk 01 your Convention 
respecting a copy of the proceedings of the 
Convention, including debates, &XC., when 
they are printed and bound, which I 
hope may result in our obtaining a copy. 
Now I desire to obtain, for present use, the 

daily reports as they are printed. Our 
room, being located in the same building 
with the law institute, is visited by a 
class of men who are interested in all 
such Convente, and iwho would be 
highly gratified to see the daily proceed- 
ings of the Convention as the Convention 
progresses. We will be glad to pay all 
expenses connected with obtaining them, 
if theyr oau be had. 

Very respectfully and truly your:+ 
R. E. WICKERSHAM. 

Sewetcwy. 
The communication was laid upon the 

table. 
Mr. NBWLIN. Mr. President: If it is 

in order, I would move that the State 
Printer be directed to furnish the library 
with a copy of the proceedings of this Cou- 
vention, in sheets, as they are printed. 

Mr. HAY. Mr. President: I desire to 
call the attention of the gentleman, and 
of the Convention, to the fact that a reso- 
lution of that kind was passed about a 
week ago, and the Clerk directed to send 
a copy to the Chicago library. 

Ah-. NEWLIN. Then I withdraw my 
motion. 

THE LEGISLATURE. 
The Convention, as in committee of the 

whole, (Mr. Chas. A. Black in the chair,) 
proceeded to tho further oonsiderailtion of 
the report of the Committee on Legisla- 
ture. 

The cotnmittee then resumed the con- 
sidoration of the report of the Committee 
on Legislature. 

Mr. H.~RRY WHITE. Mr. Chairman: 
I believe I have the floor, but I see the 
gentleman from Monongahela City (Mr. 
Hazzard) addressing the Chair. I yield, 
therefore, to him. 

hfr. EIAZZARD. Mr. Chairman: The 
question which has thus f&r been dis- 
cussed in the course of this debate, the 
question of biennial sessions, does not 
naturally arise upon this question of elec- 
tion. Yet it seems to be persisted in that 
the debate shall go in that direction. I 
am very much in favor of biennial ses- 
sions, and if that question is involved in 
that under consideration, 1 wish to say 
a few words in support of my preference. 

In the first place we have been told that 
the election should not be removed from 
the people who have been in frequent ex- 
ercise of this right. I do say it was be- 
cause if we voto for a member of the Leg- 
islature once a year, we express all the 
preference we can express, ever, if we ex- 
ercise the manipulation of thu vote twice. 
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But again, if tradition be true, and a per- 
son has more ‘liberty in proportion to the 
number of times he votes, then I am very 
much afraid that some gentlemen of this 
city and of other large cities come to be 
very patriotic because they exercise the 
right to vote some two or three times a 
day, I am told. But it cannot be that the 
oftener we exercise this franchise thn 
more liberty we may have, so that I don’t 
see very much in that argument. But 
there is an argument which has weight 
with the most of those who live in the 
country, and earn their living by small 
means, and that is the economy of the 
thing. I do not know, I shall speak sorne- 
what at random if I say so, but I believe 
that there is a saving of half a million 
dollars in this thing. We shall save some 
one hundred thousand dollars in the pay 
of members and attachees about the oapi- 
tol. We propose to pay them twelve 
hundred dollars a year; now we pay 
them one thousand dollars ; so that we 
save, in the salary alone, some ten thou- 
sand dollars. Then we save in printing 
some sixty thousand and odd dollars. 
We save in pasters and foldtus, and pages, 
and the other attachees about the Capitol, 
and I clon’t know how much more besides, 
in the cost of holding elections all over 
the country. 

The gentleman from Philadelphia (Mr. 
Simpson) told us the other day how much 
it cost to hold elections in the Pity of Phila- 
delphia. It was enormous-a great deal 
mo:e than it is in the country ; but it costs 
the country a very large amount. I have 
not the data here so that I can mention 
before this Convention the exact figures 
of this cost, but it is considerable, and 
there is no necessity for it. Now in the 
article of saving in the members’ pay, the 
saving of printing, the saving in the pay- 
ment of attachees, and in the holding of 
elections, we will accomplish an aggregate 
saving of perhaps half a million of dollars. 
We are told that this is a small matter. 
Well, I don’t know how matters may be 
estimated in this Convention, but we in 
the country, who are accustomed to fru- 
gality, would consider it a considerable 
amount. So that, upon the score of econ- 
omy, it seems to me that we need not elect 
the Legislature but once in every two 
years. The exigencies of the case will 
not require them more frequent election, 
and the truth of the business is that if we 
take from the Legislature the passing of 
these enormous amounts of special legis- 
lation there will not be over a dozen gen- 

era1 laws to be passed at a session. Will 
there, Mr. Chairman? Or will some of 
the members here teach me how many 
general laws will have to bc passed dur- 
ing the first or second year after the adop- 
tion of this Constitution. Perhapsnot over 
a dozen or two dozen, and that work will 
not be greater than we are about here 
*in this Convention at this time. It will 
not take more cleliberation, it will not 
take more time to pass the general laws 
that may be necessary for the use of the 
great Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
than it will for our deliberations, if we 
properly digest and properly pass this 
Constitution with the provisions that we 
expect .to put in it. 

I have been told by a former member of 
the Legislature that I am not correct in 
this view; that if this section goes through 
we will not afford the Legislature time 
sufficient to perform the nesessary legis- 
lation for the Commonwealth. Then let 
them sit nine months in the year they are 
to assemble, if need be, or let them even 
extend the session beyond that period. 
After this Constitution is adopted let them 
meet and go on until they consummate 
such general laws as may be requisite for 
the general benefit of the State. What is 
to hinder them from continuing their ses- 
sion until they accomplish their work? 
We give them one thousand two hundred 
a year to perform the necessary legisiation, 
and if the exigencies and necessities of 
the case demand that they shall have a 
longer session let them extend it until 
lhey get their work done. 

But again, Mr. Chairman : Biennial ses- 
sions will, in a measure, dispense with the 
servicesof distinguished patriotic individ- 
uals who assemble, they tell me, in the 
lobby. I have not had the honor to rep- 
resent this State in the Legislature, but I 
am told that there is what is called the 
third house. Now ifthisproposed change 
takes place, the immaculate service of 
these individuals will no doubt be dis- 
pensed with, and they will be like the 
country bricklayers, eating up in the win- 
ter what they earn in the summer. It 
may be that these persons will have no 
location at Harrisbtlrg, and that may 
turn their great talents into some other 
channel, and they will leave the Legisla- 
ture free to give all their attention to their 
legitimate duties, for these general laws 
which they are to pass must be drawn up 
with great care. Great pains must be ta- 
ken in their preparation-more, perhaps, 
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than w7e take when we put these articles 
in the Constitntion. 

For one, I was glad when we, the other 
day, referred the verbal corrections to be 
made in the section then under considera- 
tion to the whole committee, rather than 
that it should go to one of the standing 
committees, for much would have been 
overlooked by the smaller committee that 
could not escape the attention of the 
whole House. The meaning of the dif- 
ferent sections of this Constitution would 
not be clearly and unmistakably ex- 
plained, but much of it wouid be left to 
the courts to understand and interpret. 
Although the old Constitution of 1838 was 
drawn with a great deal of attention to 
its verbal construction and correctness, 
yet the Supreme Court, up to within the 
last two or three years, has been occupied 
nearly all the time in tellingus what they 
meant to say in that Constitution. You 
recollect that with regard to elections 
the Constitution declared that a person 
must live ten days immediately preced- 
ing the election in the district where he 
offers to vote, and a law was passed by 
the Pennsylvania Legislature-and I have 
often wondered why it was so-that aman 
might move out of his district, live ten 
days in another district, and then go 
back into his old district to vote, and 
this had to be corrected in the Supreme 
Court. Hence, the necessity is apparent 
that the legislative enactments to carry 
into effect this Constitution be carefully 
and maturely framed. 

Again, it seems to me to be necessary 
that a longer period be allowed between 
the sessions of the Legislature, in order 
that the people may have time to con- 
sider the result of the action of their law- 
makers. The people desire to try and 
sift the laws that are to give expression 
and effect to the Constit,ution to be here 
prepared. The people desire to weigh 
these laws, to see whether they were wise- 
ly enacted and should remain on the 
statute books of the Commonwealth, or 
whether they ought to bo repealed. The 
Legislature must pass the general laws 
which are to regulate and control us, and 
these laws must be wisely drawn to sub- 
serve all the varied interests ot Pennsyl- 
sylvania. If the people have but one 
year to properly digest these laws, to ex- 
perience their benefits or spy out all their 
disadvantages and improprieties, if there 
is but one year given for this purpose, it 
seems to me that there will not be time 
sufficient afforded to test these acts, and 

that the next Legislature afterward elect- 
ed cannot be properly instructed on that 
subject. 

You know, Mr. Chairman, that the pec- 
pie in the country are accustomed to abide 
by the old laws. We do not like innova- 
tions. Our old road law used to be so 
framed that our farmers could do downto 
the road and stay there vehemently lean- 
ing upon the handles of theirshovels, and 
try, in what possible way, they could do 
the leslst to work out the taxes, and wait, 
perhaps, for a little boy to come down the 
street with a jug of cold water that the 
men could retire behind a neighboring 
fence corner and recuperate the energies 
they had expended in leaning upon their 
hoes. h law was passed that this tax 
should be paid in cash, and I tell you that 
our old farmers looked with much snr- 
prise and indignation at the publican 
coming along to ask for his money. Why, 
it wasanoutrageupon them ; and they said 
“shall we pay cash for what we might 
work out upon the roads?” But after a 
while, when a gentleman would hitch up 
his horse to his carriage on Sunday morn- 
ing and go down to the country church 
upon a road made on the cash principle, 
he began to grow conservative. He found 
out that perhaps the cash system was a 
great deal better than the lazy system, 
and the improvement carried with it its 
own argument. When the farmer loaded 
his Conestoga wagon with grist and went 
to mill over a firm and solid road-bed, 
mado by cash, ho learned to appreciate 
the system that gave him honest eqniva- 
lent, and he who at the first change was 
ready to rcpenl the new law, when he 
learned its advantages, was, by the time 
the assembling of the Legislature was 
again reached, in no respect willing to go 
back to his old slovenly way of makiug a 
road. 

So it ought to be in the State with all 
our laws. There ought to be time for 
these laws to be considered and apprecia- 
ted or discountenanced, and there is no 
reason that I have heard-and I beg par- 
don if this seems to be irreverent or not 
respectful to those who have talked upon 
this subject-but I cannot but think that 
there has been no reason given and no ex- 
igency imagined that would demand year- 
ly sessions. All these special laws are to 
be swept out of existence. We will so 
frame and ad.just our Constitution that 
not one-third of the legislation will be 
necessary that wc have now without tak- 
ing into account the special legislation, 
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and what need can there then be for more regard to .the administration of all our 
than biennial sessions? Then, too, it public affairs, and, if the subject seemed 
seems that there will be an end to the vo- to be large enough to make the allusion 
cation of these lobbyists, if t,here is any appropriate, I would say that I believe 
such thing. I do not know whether there the history of the world has proved that 
is any such thing or not. They tell us in all free governments the decline in pub- 
that they don’t go there for any sin’ster lit virtue and public liberty has been co- 
motives, and the members of the Legisla- incident with the increase of pubic ex- 
ture say that they are all honorable men, penditure and lavish waste of public 
so it must be that it is so. But if so, their money. And now, sir, for that reason 
vocation will be gone. and many others, I am in favor of the 

But it is ,&d that the varied interests of adoption of the plan of biennial sessions 
Pennsylvania require yearly elections. Is of the Legislature, and I am in favor of 
that borne out? Here is a railroad that restricting them to biennial sessions as 
wants to be constructed-let it be con- closely as it is proper that they should be 
strutted under the general law, and if the restricted, and of leaving as few gaps and 
general railroad law is not sufficient, let openings as possible for the admlssion of 
us make it sufficient. Take the law of the evil of extra sessions. 
boroughs. I believe I could amend it in I am not in favor of the idea, which has 
some respects, and I believe that the Leg- been thrown out here by some, of biennial 
islature that will meet after the adoption elections and annual sessions. If the lat- 
of this Constitution will provide all that 
is necessary, aided bY the benefit of past 

ter view is adopted, and we are to have 

experience, showing what the people need 
annual sessions, then I go for annual elec- 

in this borough and that borough all over 
tions, and I may say that I go for them 
very much ou the principle stated by my 

the State, for years of successful opera- friend from Erie, (Mr. Walker,) who 
tion under its workings. The first Legis- spoke on Saturday, and 1 believe wit11 
laturethatmeetsafterthis COUStitUtiOUi.9 
ratified can put all the provisionsinto that 

him that the right cOUrSe iS to bring the 

borough law that will be necessary for ten 
representative in as close contact as pos- 
sible with the constituent. But I believe 

or fifteen years to come. And so with all 
other laws, and why incur this expense 1 

also, sir, that the people of this State, at 

IS there not intelligence in Pennsylvania to 
least throughout the interior, as far as I 

sopass thesegenerallawsthattheYmaY suit 
am acqnainted with them, are in favor of 

all these varied interests Of the Common- 
the adoption of bieuhial sessions of the 
Legislature ; that they have had such ex- 

wealth-agricultural, IUaUUfaCtUriUg and perience with our Legislatures that the 
mining? Certainly it can be done, and 
we can save the expense of this extra ses- 

approach of the annual session is viewed 

slon, and we ean give the lawsa chance to 
withapprehension,anapprehensionwhich 

be tried to see whether they are Proper or 
has been growing and increasing, year by 

not. 
year, for fifteen years last, at least in the 
history of this State. 

ANNUAL SESSIONS UNTIL 18%. Now I have proposed an amendment 
Mr. COCIXRAN. Mr. Chairman : I move here, not as a compromise, because the two 

to amend the amendment, as follows : propositions of annual and biennial ses- 
By inserting after the word “ annual ” 

the words, “until the year 1876, and every 
sions cannot be compromised, but I pro- 
pose that annual elections shall be con- 

two years thereafter.” tinued until the year 1876, and that there- 
Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. Chairman : I have 

listened to this discussion with considera- 
after the elections shall take place at in- 

ble interest. 
tervals of two years, and my idea in mak- 

My own mind, from the first, ing that propositiou is simply this: I 
hiis been fixed in favor of biennial ses- make it in this practical point of view, 
sions, ?md I shall not undertake to reca- 
pitulate the arguments which sustain that 

that one, two, three, four of the first Legis- 

view. They have been presented here by 
latures which may meetafterthe adoption 

several gentlemen. 
of this Constitution will necessarily have 

The gentleman from thrown upon them an unusual amount of 
Washington (Mr. Hazzard) has touched 
upon one this morning which has weight 

work requisite to adapt the legislation to 
the principles and to the measures which 

in my mind and has had, and that is the shall be presented in the Constitution. 
subject of economy. I believe that one For that reason, in order to give them 
great trouble in our country is our rapid time to mature general laws, laws which 
growth in extravagance and waste, with will operate throughout the C,mm?n- 



\\realth with erluality and with justice, fit- ment were intended to provide for annual 
ted ant1 adapted to suit all the circum- s~s~~~ns. Now it must be evident that if 
stances of the people, these Legislatures the elections are annual, the sessions 
should have nn opportunity of meeting should bc annual, otherwise :L mcmbrl 
annaally. They should have an oppor- might bc elected without any opportmlity 
tunity, after a tentative exporioricc of of serving. But it by no means follows 
the operation of an act of ,\sscmbly, that if the elections are biennial sessions 
which they may have passed one year, must be biennial, for a member ~511 hold 
to amend and conform it to snit the cir- his of&e for two years and sit at annual 
cumstances which another year may in- sessions of the Legislature. Therriorc it 
dicate to be proper. They should havo seems to mc that it would have bccl11 bet- 
an opportunity to correct defects and er- ter to hare let this question of’ann~~al ses- 
row, and to mature and perfect the mea- sions of the Legislature b$ postponed until 
sure which they originally presouted for the fifth section ,is under consitloration. 
the consideration of the people for the reg- But as it folloms that if you agree that the 
ulation of the public affairs. Therefore it clcctiori shall be annual tho sessions must 
is, sir, that, in thispractical point of view, be annual, it really ccmes up before this 
I have proposed a temporary election an- committee now arid must in some way he 
nually for four years until the year 18717, 111ct. 
when all institutions of our government 
shall have had a century existence, and to 

I do not desire to trespass upon the 
time of the Convention at all, but it 

commence a new century with the new seems to me that most of tho evils which 
plan of electing legislators biennially. hare been referred to by the several yen- 

I am not one of those, sir-having been tlemen who have addressed the House 
brought up in the same school as the gen- are the effect rather than the cause of 
tleman from Erie, (Mr. Walker,) his po- our troubles, and that the root of the difli- 
litical life and my own having been coin- culty, which we now want to cure, lies 
cident, except that I was not old enough deeper than anything whicll has been ad- 
to vote, and if I had been I would not have verted to heretofore. The groat evil in 
gone w-ith him in voting for Andrew this Commonwealth is, tlrst, that o e arc 
Jackson, for I was an Adams boy--but I governed too much ; and, second, that a 
have been brought up in that conservative vast number of our young m’ai are 
school which does not think that change trained up with no other occupation or 
for the sake of change is an improvomont, profession in life than that of a pro~cs- 
and brought, up also in that conservative sional politician. The day is past in this 
school which believes that change, when Coirilnon\realth, I regret to say, when 
accompanied by improvement, is right young men, who had not the means to 
and proper. For that reason, believing support themselves, were wont to learn 
that the public sentiment wrmld be sontc trade. The trade unions, which 
obeyed, believing that bieunial sessions of have flourished in this Cornl~lor~we:~ltR, 
of the Lcgislaturc after the machinery hare really made it ahnost impossible 
shall have been gotten into perfect work- tilat a young man born in this State can 
ing order, will meet all the wants and re- lc:lrn a trade, for I undcrstund that they 
quireriuznts of the business needs of this mill not permit their omploycrs to have 
Commonwealth, believing, further, that it more than a limited number of apprenti- 
is a measure of sound and judicious econo- ces. The consequence is, that the young 
my in regard to the consideration of dol- mon of this country grow up without 
lars and cents-which is a matter that I learning any occupation, and are taught 
think ought not to be overlooked-I have to consider that while it js undignified to 
offered this amendment, believing that it labor for the support of thcmsel\-es and 
will meet allzthese requirements, and hop- their fanlilies in any honest occup”lion, it 
ing it will meet the approbation of the is perfectly digniiicd to enter illto :L shop, 
committee, and will be adopted as a turn out a woman from behind the coun- 
modification of the other propositions. ter anti take her place. It thercfijre fol- 

>h. ~;ORxN. ;Ilr. Chairman : It seems lows that the American youth, who are 
to me that the debate has taken a much brought up without any occupation ant1 
wider range than is justified by the text without any trade, have nothing to do 
of the section under consideration. The ob- except either to go into a store, ontcr the 
ject of that section was simply to provide. service of a raiIroador other corl’oration, 
that elections should be held biennially, or become professional politicians, which a 
and it has been argued as if the amend- great many of them do. The opportunity 
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heretofore has been offered every year to 
each one of these gentlemen to be elected 
to some position. 

I understand that the great argument in 
favor of increasing the presidential term 
to six years is that thereby instead of hav- 
ing one election every four years we have 
one every six years. Now let me suppose, 
forone moment, thatinsteadof havingone 
election in this Commonwealth every year 
we had one every six years, what would 
become of the trade of the professed poli- 
ticiail and office seeker? He might wait 
for the first election and then try to secure 
some office. If he failed in doing so, and 
the futureshowed no chance for him, dur- 
ing the succeeding six years the proba- 
bilities are that he would retire from po- 
litical life and accept some honest em- 
ployment. And, I venture to say, thitt hav- 
ingonceenjoyedthesenseofindependence 
which results from earning his bread with- 
out being under any obligations to the 
public, he would not be in the ranks of 
oflice seekers at the succeeding election. 

We will accomplish the greatest possi- 
ble reform if we can bring about a state of 
things whereby the office shall seek the 
man, and not theman the oBico. It seems 
to me, therefore, that one of these re- 
forms will be brought about by removing 
from this very class of people the fre- 
quent opportunity of being elected to an 
office. pl’ow we have an eleation every 
year. If we have one every two years it 
decreases the opportunities offered to this 
class of people one-half. Many x man 
will wait. in hope for one year, who would 
retire in despair if the time were lengthen- 
ed to two, and, it seems to me, that the 
section, as it came from the committee, re- 
quiring that we shall have biennial elec- 
tions, will go far to cure one of the evils 
under which me labor, and let us bring up 
this question oi‘ annual sessions afterward. 
The greatest argument that I have heard 
in faavor of annual sessions is, that if you 
don‘t have annual sessions the members 
of the Legislature can continue jn session 
by adjournments, and really hold t,hree 
or four sessions during the two years. A 
great deal can be said in favor of annual 
sessions and a great deal against it ; but I 
apprehend that much more can be said 
in fav‘or of annual sessions than can be 
aaid in favor of annual elections. Now, 
with reference to the amendment of the 
gentleman from York, (Mr. Co&ran,) I 
think that instead of amending this set- 
tion, in order to givo to the first or second 
Legislature the opportunity of continuing 

25 

in session for a greater length of time, it 
would be better to let the election remain 
as it is in this section, and to increase the 
pay of the me, 

Y 
ers who serve for the 

first two years, x hich would accomplish 
the same object, and relieve us from the 
frequency of elections. If the gentlemen 
first elected to the Legislature have to sit 
nine-or ten months, in order to pass the 
general lams which they will be required 
to do, their compensation might be in- 
creased sufficient to pay them for their 
extra services without incurring the cost, 
and turmoil, and trouble of an annual 
election. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. Chairman : I 
don’t want to intrude myself upon the 
attention of this Convention, nor do I de- 
sire to do so at any extended length of 
time. At the instance of ono or two friends 
about me knowing the employment to 
some extent of my life, for the last fbw 
years, I add a word to what has been 
said, jn behalf of the proposition as it 
emanates from the committee. I thank 
the gentleman who has just taken his 
seat for getting out of the common rut of 
argument upon this subject. I say this 
with all deference to those gentlemen 
who have preceded him upon the same 
side of the question. But, Mr. Chairman, 
it OCCLII'S to me that there is a philosophy 
in this mhtter, which is above the mere 
clap-trap which we hear from time to 
time, the abuse uttered against the 
members of the Legislature of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

There is a fundamental question at 
stake. There most be some fundamental 
change before that necessary confidence 
between the people and the law-making 
power is re-established. 

I listened, with great patienceand plea- 
sure. to the eloquent remarks of the 
distinguished gentleman from Erie (Mr. 
Walker j when he uttered the eulogium 
upon Pennsylvania. 1, too,am al’ennsyl- 
vanian. I, as a member of this,Cou\ren- 
tion, would prefer to stand by her orig- 
inal land mark, with all her historical as- 
sociations about me, rather than make 
changesand inLvrporatcr seeming reforms, 
merely because such changes are found in 
the Constitutions of our neighboring 
stateu. Only those changes are required 
bp the people, and only those ch:mge~ 
should br made, which the eapcrionoe of 
the past 16~ .vemshas demonstrated to be 
actually necess.lry. 

Thcclis~.ingnisl~edgentle~nan from Erie, 
(Mr. Walker,) and otheEg+ntlernen llpo~l 
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the other side, have gone upon the as- distinguished friend of mine, a colleague 
sumption that it is dangerous to have in the Senate, not many years ago, paid a 
biennial sessions of the Legislature, be- visit to the sister Commonwealth of Con- 
causein thisgovernment&fthe people, the necticut. He made bold to call upon the 
people, through their representatives, , party in charge of the rooms of the Legis- 
must be annually heard. When the dis- lative hall, and asked the privilege of an 
tinguished gentleman, and others who entrance there, premising his reqnest 
have advocated the same doctrine, at- with the remark: “I am a member of 
tended the councils at Harrisburg times the Penfisylvania Legislature, and I ask 
were different. I am not one of those the courtesy of the privilege of inspecting 
who believe that human nature has dete- your hall.” The party looked at him, as 
riorated ; that human nature has. degen- he told me, with some degree of concern 
erated. and distrust, remarking at the same time : 

I think we have as much virtue now as “ Sir, in Connecticut the reputation of a 
we had in those days when the renerablo member of the Pennsylvania Legislatnre 
gentleman represented his constituency in is not very high,” apprehensive, possibly. 
the councils of the State. But, sir, the prac- that the presence of this honorable repre- 
tices and the habits of legislators have en- sentativc of the people of Pennsylvania 
tiroly changed. In those days we were might be dangerous to the security of some 
but in the infancy of the republic. The of the personal property in the building. 
people were jealous of the one man These things pass for popular jokes. They 
power. Contests were had in popular are not respectable, they are not cncour- 
assemblies over the exercise of the veto agin g to tho people in increasing thei, 
power. Every student of American his- conlidencc in the lalv-making power. 
tory re-calls the interesting contest in the Then, sir, we want to inaugurate in this 
Senate of his country, and in the Con&i- C onvention an entire reform ; to probe t,o 
tutional conventional conventions Of this the root of this matter as far as possible, 
State over the proper and tho improper making it impossible that the emplog- 
I,sorcise of the veto power. A large and ment of the legislator shall be used as a 
popular party of the country denied the means of sustenance and support. 
propriety of clothing any Executive with The gcntlemxn who is announced as a 
the veto power. Times have changed, candidate for the Legislature in his lo- 
xtd, singular to SKY, we read in the papers p,ality is earnestly supported by some a~- 
of the day, and we hear from the lips of t’ 1ve politician, who fias in view, not a great 
tlippnnt talkers that the ultimate reliance popular reform, but the prospect of an easy 
of the people is in the exercise of the veto 
power. People have lost confidence in 

position in Harrisburg, as ii means of accu- 
nlnlsting a little addition to his personal 

, Lhcir representatives. You seat yourself estatc. It has been well said that the 
at your breakfast table and pick up the R incricnn people are crazy after olfice. 
morning paper, and you discover, possi- An honorable enterprise, requiring the 
bly, notice of the introduction of Some esercisc of rnusclc and intelligence, and a 
hill which vitally affects some locality of little capital, in offered to a citizen ; he 
tflis State or elsewhere. The appeal is will disdain all in that line when an op- 
instarltl~y nude to the Executive to inter- portunity of $500, as a paster and folder in 
pose the veto power and save them liom Harrisburg, is held out to hinl. TVhy, 
a rnthless wrong. Mr. Chairman, it so happens, when the 

Air. Chairnmn all these results havu 1,eyislaturc :mnu:~lly mrcts, the pl)litical 
an invtructirc lesson to this Conven- C:L~OIIS is held and after it is organiactl the 
tion. 31~ friend,, the g?ntlcman froxi Inost popular position thal any mcnlber 
l~l~iladcll~hia, (Xr. Gowen,) has spoken fan have is the chairman of a uomurittee. 
~:orrecl.ly when he remarks that wc want It is an cvitlence thst hc oocupirs a ljosi- 
?;LI& changes rn:xclc in our organic law as tion of inilucllce, and Will bo c:n:~bletl 
will C:LUSO the emploprent of the mere thereby to aoconinlodatc sonle friendly 
politici:$n to be no longerl~rolital~le. The cxmstitncnt, who has bocn active in his 
Trecl,~oncy of olcctions invites lucn to en- hohalf, by helping him to the position of 
ter into the avocation of pal iticinns. ‘I’ll0 assistant door-kucpcr or :tssi&mr ser- 
time was, when it was 3 l:Ludable ambi- geaut-at-arms. 
(,jO,, f:,r a boy to look forward tu the da\- Mr. Chairman, the less frcqucnt meet- 
\yllen his :btlvent into public life would ing of the Lo,f$slature 7v-111, in ;Iris rc- 
),:% Sjg*1:Ljjzcd by an cle~~ri<Jn tc> the Legis- spcct, in my mind, et’t’ect it rxlical change. 
lLG~?lX. ‘Pirose times have gone by. A The head 0T the fatnil\--the x\ur(l lx~liri- 
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cian-will cease to find the employment 
he is now engaged in profitable to him, 
and will turn his own industry to some 
account and be of some service t,o the 
state. 

I do not wish to add anything to what 
has been said as to the necessity of the 
enactments which will be required as the 
consequence of these prohibitibns upon 
legislation, which we hope to present to 
this Convention from the Committee on 
Legislation. 

I do not hope, however, that the State 
will be relieved from all iniquitous legis- 
lation when the opportunity for the pas- 
sage of special laws will have ceased to 
exist, when we shall have placed in the 
Constitution those wholesome restraints 
against special and local privileges which 
the people of the Commonwealth seem to 
cry aloud against. 

Greater iniquities have been perpetra 
ted upon the Commonwealth by the pas- 
sage of general laws to eflect special pur- 
poses than were ever et&ted by the pas- 
sage of a mere special law. It was but 
last week, sir, that my attention was 
called to a general law-a supplement to 
:I law known as the act of 1836, giving the 
orphans’ court jurisdiction of particular 
matters-which was, in its practical effect, 
intended to overrule a solemn decree of 
the court of last resort in this State-all 
done under the specious guise of legisla- 
tion for the benefit of the people at large. 
Make the restrictions which are contem- 
plated to be placed by this Convention in 
the Constitution as strlngent as you 
please, opportunity for injustice, opportu- 
nity for imposition, opportunity for dis- 
crimhmting legislation, will still be pre- 
scntcd to the people. 

These couaiderations, discussively ut- 
tered here, are uttered in behalf of less 
frequent sessions of the Legislature. 
Some people answer them by saying we 
are a great State. Illinois may havo 
them, Ohio may have them, Indiana may 
have them, seventeen ot the States of the 
Union may have them, but they have not 
the varied iutercsts that Pennsylvania 
has. She has her forty-five hundred 
milesofrailroad, she hashercollieries, her 
mining interests, her agricultural intcr- 
ests, her four millions of population, all 
rcqairing at,tention. It must be obvious 
to gentlemen who reflect for a moment 
upon this question, that these interests 
can safely bc entrt&cd to the regulations 
of such general slatutes as one Legisla- 
ture can enact, which it will be found 

necessary to enact at the’first meeting 
after the adoption of this Constitution. 
We have no public works in Pennsylva- 
nia. The States to which I have made 
reference have public works. Their pub- 
lic onicers are connected with the manage- 
ment of their public works. 

Pennsylvania has long since divorced 
herself from her Portage railroad, from 
her system of canals. In this plain old 
State we trust to private enterprise as a 
legitimate and proper means of develop- 
ing our resources. The argument of the 
variety of our interests, the argument of 
the versatility of our soil, and of the hab- 
its or interests of our people, does not, to 
my mind, make against the argument in 
favor of virtue and the substantial reform 
which will be effected by making our 
elections loss frequent, and the opportu- 
nity for the dispensation of patronage less 
frequent also. 

Mr. Chairman, I have nothing to add 
to what has been said by the honorable 
gentleman from Columbia, (Mr. Bucka- 
lew,) whom I have always been glad to 
esteem as my friend, in his utterances in 
behalf of the two years term. If you de- 
cide in favor of annual elections it will 
be proper for you to consider the pro- 
priety of extending the term of the mem- 
bers to represent you to two years. 

I will not grow tedious by repeating the 
arguments which have been uttered by 
himself and other gentlemenin favor of 
giving some character of independence, or 
some character of dignity to the office of 
representative of the people in the more 
popular branch of the Assembly. The 
two questions are inseperably interwoven. 
It may be said that this discussion is pre- 
mature, but if you are in favor of bien- 
nial elections yon must be in favor of the 
clause as reported from the committee. 
lf you are not in favor of biennial clcc- 
tions it is impropar for yoo to oonsidor 
the propriety of extending their term to 
two years. 

I do not desire to extend further my 
observations upon this subject at this time, 
I think it is proper for us to cousidcr this 
subject, in its length and breadth, when 
the report of the Committee on l,egis!:t- 
tion is presented, and I hope tb:it this 
Convention will net delay too long ovel 
this section, for I apprehend tlnn it is 
cXntircly proper that the sections on the 
Leyislatureand legislation musl ull,inrate- 
ly be ovnsidercd together ; and 1 hope 
th&t, after this day’s discussion upon this 
cluestion we will postpone it until bo:h 
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those questions can 1pe considered to- 
gether; andin’risingatthistime togivemy 
support to the report ef thisCommittee on 
the Legislature, I believe I am discharging 
here a solemn duty, and aiding, not in an 
imaginary reform, but in practically do- 
ing that which the people, the majority of 
our constituents, expect us to do. I doit, 
not because Illinois, not Because Ohio has 
done it, but because as a Pennsylvanian 
I would extend a hand to raise that which 
is low in our Commonwealth, and upon 
that which is dark I would cast light. 

Mr. BROOPIAL~. Mr. President: I am 
sorry to be compelled to differ from my 
colleague (Mr. Darlington) upon this 
question. I have so long looked up to 
his opinions with deference that\ it 1s 
with some hesitation that I now dissent, 
and only the reflection to which he called 
my attention, that upon this particular 
matter I must have had more experience 
than he, has enabled me to hold my 
opinion against him until this time. 

I am opposed, therefore, to the amend- 
ment cutting down the terms to one year, 
and I am also opposed to the qUa;lnica- 
tion of it offered this morning by the 
gentleman from York (Mr. Cochran.) 
The question of biennial terms is only 
this far oonnected with that of biennial, 
sessions. If we have biennial sessions we 
must have biennial terms. If we have bi- 
ennial terms we neednot, necessarily,have 
biennial sessions. The two questions 
run together and I do not wonder that 
gentlemen have found it difficult to sep- 
arate them in the discussion. ’ 

Now I am one of those who are in favor 
of biennial terms, wholly, without regard 
to the question of biennial seasions. If 
we have annual sessions I am still in 
favor of biennial terms. If we have bien- 
nial terms then every gentleman here is 
in favor of.biennialaessions. 

I propose to state, in brief, my reasons 
in favor of this. In the first place, every 
gentlemen here till agree with .me that 
we will be enabled to get a better class of 
men if the term should be two years in- 
stead of one. It is notorious that the class 
of men offering themselves for three 
years in the Senate is-not honester, not, 
probably, naturally better-but older and 
more experienced ; and therefore 1 infer 
that lengthening the term to two years 
will improve the class of men offering 
themselves as members of the House. 

Again, every one familiar with the 
Pemlsylvania Legislature must see that 
the House is, all the time, a house of 

novices; that at every session of the Leg- 
islature more than half”%ometimes three- 
f&ths-are new men. Now, it may be, 
that legislation is a business that requires 
no training. It would seem that the peo- 
ple of the United States think so, judging 
from the frequency with which they 
change legislators ; but it is singular if it 
should prgve to be so. 

It is singular that every other business 
requires years to enable a man to be at all 
proficient, aud yet that legislatron should 
be taken upintuitively without any train- 
ing whatever. Now I do not believe this. 
I believe that legislation, to be well done, 
should be done by experienced men and 
not by a.pprentices ; and if the question be- 
fore us was b$ween biennial terms and a 
still longer term, I think-1 could be in- 
duced to vote for the long term upon that 
ground. 

Now I am not one of those who place 
much conftdence;n this almost universal 
denunciation of the Pennsylvania Legis- 
lature, ,in point of honesty and upright- 
ness. I admit that I have been in places 
in my life time where I would not ac- 
knowledge that I had been a member of 
a Pennsylvania Legislature unless closely 
pressed upon the question ; but it was not 
that I united in the sentiment that is en- 
tertained with respect to that body. I do 
not believe that the membersof the Legis- 
lature are elected for their dishonesty ; I 
do not believe that the people habitually 
blunder in their choice ; do not select men 
who are as honest as themselves for the 
performance of this duty. 

I have been somewhat shocked and 
somewhat startled at the disclosures made 
upon this floor of the doings, in a political 
way, of the city of Philadelphia. I can 
only say, with respect to that, that if the 
gentlemen here oonfess against them- 
selves we outsiders must take their con- 
fession as true ; but outside of the city of 
Philadelphia certainly the men chosen for 
members of the Legislature have the ordi- 
nary honesty of the good men of their 
vicinity. The reason that the reputation 
of the Legislature of Pennsylvania has 
become bad is, to my mind, just this: 
There has arisen in the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, or rather hovering around 
it and over it, a body called “the third 
house,” and that third house does not 
change its members every year. The no- 
vice, coming, as I did twenty years ago, 
to the Legislature, with no legislative ex- 
perience, findshimseif confronted by men 
who have been there twenty years, and 
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who have passed all that time in learning Chairman, know better. Some man with 
and practicing the art of managing men. some little crotchet in his head aholit 

I do not believe that the Iegislature of some little hill, in some little town of the 
Pennsylvania is to be bought, or that State, is probably the chief one, and You 
it ever has been bought. But I believe think he thinks of nothing else but, his 
that a classof men has arisen around that little turnpike road up in his little corner 
Legislature who have lent their who10 of the State, while he is managing you, 
eflorts towards improving themselves in moulding You, and he is paid, it may be, 
the single science of managing men. I thousands ofdollarsfor doing it. Thisis the 
know I have been managed unconscioua- way things are done, and not in the pur- 
ly by these men, not only at Harrisburg, ehacingof members. Therefore, by extend- 
but at Washington. Let me say here, ingthe term to two years you will get twice 
that, with the light of what legislative as much experience in the lower house, 
experience I have had, of some eight or and extending the term in the Senate cor- 
ten years, I have never seen a measure respondingly to four years, you will get 
passed that I believed to have been passed one-third more experience there ; but You 
by corrupt meansapplied to the members will also get an additional amount of es- 
Qf the Legislature. I have seen measures pericnce in this way; a better class of 
passed by corrupt means. But the means men will offer themselves-men with 
‘were not applied to the members of the whom professional politicians will not 
Legislature. They have been applied to want. to bring themselves in conflict, and 
a class of men where it counts greatly hence the chances of the professional poli- 
more than if applied to t&em. It is ap- tieians for these otlices will be smaller, 
plied to the men who, while they seem and better men will run less risk of being 
servants and petitioners, are really mas- defeated by political tricks. Therefore I 
tom and managers 01 Legislatures. am in favor of biennial terms, in order 

A man goes to one of these bodies and to improve the character of the legisla- 
hc is surrounded by influences that tive body, and enable them .the better to 
mould his opinions A particular mea- compete with the men who will surround 
sure is wanted, and a partieular man’s them, who are paid to surround them, 
vote is needed upon that measure. The who will make their influence felt, to a 
first effort of the “third house ” is to greater or less extent, and who really do 
find somebody in whom tbat man has the damage, and really have sunk the 
eonbdence, sometimes two or three, if he reputation of the Legislature of Pennsyl- 
is worth the employment of two or three. vania to the depths where it is to-day. 
These men are instructed-no they do not l3ut I am in favor of biennial terms, as 
need instruction, they are old hands in the 1 said before, if we resolve upon annual 
business, but they talk the measure up- sessions. It will be seen from my argu- 
not too much, because that might raise a ment in favor of biennial terms that I 
suspicion, but just enough to impress the am. I am also in favor of biennial ses- 
legislator in its favor, and in this way the sions, and I might as well give my rea- 
minds of the members are controlled and son for it here, inasmuch as the two 
moulded. It is not the men who are questions have been connected, so as to 
elected, except in very rare instances, and save the trouble of speaking again upon 
probably, after what has been said upon that subject. Now mY colleague (Xr. 
this floor, I might except the case of Darlington) was not so very far wrong 
Philadelphia-it is not the members that when, in his speech the other day, he at- 
are elected who are bought, but the mem- tributed to me the notion that legislation 
hers who have passed twenty years in the is a UUiSaUCe anyhow. It is not exactly 
46 third house,” learning how to mould a nuisance, but it is always a nuisance un- 
the opinionsof members that are elected. 1eSS it iS a necessity. It is a necessary 

Mr. Chairman, there would be a cure evil, and, being a necessary evil, I want 
for that, if people would adopt it, namely: just as little of it as possible. Biennial 
To make the term ten years, or repudiate sessions will produce less of it than an- 
the heresy of “rotation in office.” Then nual sessions, and therefore I am in favor 
the members of the first house and of the of biennial sessions. 
second would be equal to those of the I am opposed to the amendtnent offered 
third, with whom they must come in con- this morning by the gentleman from York 
tact. (Mr. Cochran) lo postpone it four years; 

L)o you suppose these members of the first, because it is not necessary at this 
“third house” are known? You, ,Mr. place. We might have biennial terms 
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and annual sessions, and the proper place 
for that amendment would be when the 

hundred resolutions that have been pre- 
sented before this body ono would natu- 

question of annual sessions shall come up. rally conclude that ho are to tear that 
But I am opposed to the amendment ~.‘onstitution all to pieces, and not learcb 
there also, because 1 am opposed to annu- ‘a single vestice of it. I nresume mvfrier1d 
al sessions. Every go&&an present 
knows that I speak the truth when I 
say that in the State of Pennsylvania, 
and in every other State, there is a light,- 
ening up of public spirits upon the zrd- 
journment of the legislative body. l’herrt 
is a relief. There is a fear while the Lcg- 
islature is in session that some mischief 
will be done. Now I know that by Iea- 
sening the amount of special legislation 
we will, to some extent, after a while, 
lessen the necessity for legislation. I may 
as well say here tllat, in my judgment, 
more mischief may he done by general 
laws than by special laws. But special 
laws are bad enough, and the people are 
determined to get rid of them. Let us 
then have general laws well digested. 
Let us have them enacted by men who 
have had some experience in legislation, 
and I think that WC will see that the 
changes we have made n-ill be for the 
better. I am for the report of the com- 
mittee on this point without modifiiration. 

Mr. JIA~T~R. Mr. Chairman : M-hen I 
took a seat in this body I had promisod 
mysrlf that I would take very little part 
in the discussion of the questions that 
would come before the body, and as we 
proceed, from day to (I&y, I am s;iIl of tho 
opinion that 1 ought to stick to a good reso- 
lution. It has beensuggcsted that we make 
short speeches, and I agree with the idea; 
not toIllakeexterldcdspecclles;rlot totrou- 
ble the House with any Iongdiscnssion ot 
questions, but to xiv0 our esprcssions in 
relation to the subjects before us. 

On this subject lot me say that I am 
aware that there are sitting with us in this 
hod; four gentlemen who had the honor 
to :rssist in framing, or rather revising, the 
last Constitution of thisState, the present 
or,+nic law of this Commonwealtl~. I am 
as well aware, also, that there :4re many 
things that u-ill be required of us ; changes, 
sir, to be lbrought about in the orgrtnic 
structure that will meet with opposition 
on the part of gentlemen in this body. 
Kncbwing these fizts, I Tvondcr not, sir, 
that the gel~tleman from Chester, (Mr. 
Uarling~on,)whoo~ered thisamcndment, 
should stick so closely to the law and the 
priuciple that he had the honor to assist 
in constructing. I wonder not that he 
would stick so c!oscly to thismeasure, kc- 
CJUSO when we come to look to the four 

II c, 

is almost ready to excInim : L’The;e is not 
a rose-bud left on the spot to show whcrc 
the garden has beon.” 

1Zut one of the objections that I have ill 
my own mind, in relation to this question 
befcjro the House, js this: While I am in 
flavor of biennial sessions and of biennial 
elections, the c*uestion that has revolved 
itselfin my mind has been this: That aftci, 
this body shall have passed upon this Con- 
stitution, and it has be-n prescntod to thch 
people of this Commonwealth, and tbcil 
decision has bcm rc;cei>xtl, ho\v it i:i thni 
any lcgislativo t&y, assembled iI1 tlrc 
city of Harrisburg, will ho preparect tci 
give to thi: people of this Commonwo:~lth, 
in any one year, the necessary laws to 
carry out the ]Jrovisions of the Constitn- 
tion nftcr its atbption by the people. 

I TVOU~~ day that in looking ox-er tllc 
Constitutions of the several States that 
adniit of biennial sessions, I find $om(- 
fifteen or more that so limit the ses3ioni 
of tlleir legislwtivc ljodics. Gentlelnon 
who are, perlraps, nmre fitmiliar with the 
subject than I am, state that there arc 
seventeen States so situated. Those arc 
mostly wcstrrn and south-western Rtatcs, 
Stateswhic+ w(‘re ushered into this Tillion 
by the enterprise and the energy of ItIon 
who have cmigrztctl thither frolrl aln~ost 
orery State in this LJnion. 1 fiutt, iI1 looli- 
ing over these several Constitutions, :I 
great rariety of opinions existing amol~g 
the gentlemen who framed these diXeroII1 
Constitutions. We hax-e in this Tinion 
some three or four States in whic]i thcx 
Legislatures holtl sessions from thirty 10 
forty-live days of aunu:rl sessions. I find 
that we have three or fi3ur other StateH 
that restrict their legislative sessions to 
sixty days. I find, flu%hcr, in looking 
over tlhe host, information that, I could? 
secure, that some of the Xew lhgllnt~tl 
Rtatcs, especially Massachusetts, bolt1 an- 
nual sessions, and complete legislation iI1 
a \-cry short time. rhi\las~~ttusetts SOIIIC- 
times finishes the Trork of her Legislatnr? 
in from three to fourweoks. sew IIam]l- 
shire has been known to get through witI> 
her legislative proceedings in an equ;rll.~ 
brief period ; also the State of Vermont irl 
from three to four T-eekr. 

Rut, Mr. ~,%~irman, I hnv-e said thal I 
was in favor of bionniul elections ant] bi- 
onnial sessions of the Legislature. O~IC is 
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quite sure to follow the other, for we fice, almost every law passed will be morr 
have only one or two States that have bi- carefully examined,andif a designing man 
ennial elections and annualsessions. One secures the passage of an ill-advised law, 
of those States is the State of Texas, which he will receive, to a much larger extent 
provides in article one, section four, that than at present, the severe and searching 
“the members of the House of Represen- criticism of his constituents. Such has 
tatives shall be chosen by the qualified been the exact result in the States that 
electors, and their term of office shall be have adopted biennial sessions. The ar- 
two years from the day of the general gument of the distinguished member from 
election; and the sessions of the Legisla- Columbia (Mr. Ruckalew) on Friday last 
ture shall be annual, at such times asshall was most conclusive. He said that one 
be prescribed by law,” similar to the of the capital evils of our present system 
amendment offered by the gentleman was due to the constant changes of mem- 
from York (Mr. Co&ran) this morning. bersbip in the Legislature. He might 
But 1 take it that this will not meet the have added another, and that is that t,he 
wants that are now urgent in this Com- class of men who are aggregated into the 
monwealth. We cannot cure the evils of third house, that we have heard about 
annual sessions by such a thing as this. this morning, a class of political shysters 
One of these evils has been the passage of and hangers-on, who come to Harrisburg 
laws by our Legislature at one session, 
and perhaps annulling them at another 

with their pockets full of moneg to con- 
tan&ate the Legislature of this Common- 

period. So many special laws have been wealth. 
enacted that the people hardly know when Another advantage of bienrrial elections 
a law is passed what is to be the next is this: 
proceeding. 

It will save the expense of two 
elections, and will also save much time 

I am in favor of biennial sessions, and I and labor that must necessarily be spent 
repeat it for another reason. In looking in yolitical canvass if we should elect rep- 
over the Constitutions of the several States resentatives every year. The fact is, we 
of this Union I cannot find an instance of are hardly out of one oanvassbeforc we are 
any Stat@ that has adopted this plan desi- brought tnto another, and business there- 
rous to abandon it. Ohio, Indiana, Mich- fore isdisturbed, the quiet of every county 
igan and Illinois, these four States, oom- is disturbed, and I am of the opinion that 
prising each it itself vast commercial it will do much toward taking away the 
wealth, long since adopted biennial ses- eternal jargon that we now have in soci- 
sionsof their Legislature, and the system ety every time we have an election. I 
works well. They are growing rich year know not what the wishes of the constitu- 
after year, and there is but little com- ents of other members may bo on this 
plaint about the Legislature passing ob- point, but of this one thing I do know : 
noxious laws, or laws which are oppres Very many of my constituents are in favor 
sive to the people. I live in a county of biennial elections and sessions, and de- 
which borders directly upon the State of sire me to respect their wishes. I have 
Ohio. I am conversant with the opera- received and am receiving letters in re- 
tion of its plan of biennial legislative gard to the necessary changes required to 
sessions, and am thrown every day al- be made in this Constitution, and ncarl) 
most in constant intercourse and business every letter I receive speaks of this one 
communication with gentlemen who live change particularly. I have talked with 
in that State, and I hear only the most many about the matter, and all stem to 
approved expressions from those gentle- approve it. The class of legislators we 
men in favor of biennial sessions. And I may have, or the amount or number of 
accord directly with the sentiment which special or private acts that a Legislature 
was uttered here last Saturday by my may pa,ss when it shall meet, is not the 
colleague (Mr. Minor) when he advo- question before this body. In proper 
cated the meeting of the Legislature time I believe the Convention will t&cl 
every other year. care of the evil of special legislation. 

I think, sir, as it has been argned here, Neither is the form of the oath that is rc- 
that this proposed change, if perfected, quired to be taken by the Legislature the 
will bring better men to office. It will, I question before this body. The commit- 
think, change in many respects the status tee have this matter in charge, and will 
of the Legislature. Designing men who evidently report in due time so that we 
shall seek place will be criticised more may have an opportunity of giving es- 
closely. Better men will be selected for of- pression to our views upon that subject. 

. 
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With all due respect to gentlemen who 
have argued this qncstion ill advance, I 
cannot, however, help but think, sir, that 
they have got the cart before the horse, 
but it is excusable in anxiety sometime 
tn be heard. Therefore I accord to them 
all c!mdor, and am glad of the attention 
that the Convention paid to their soveral 
arguments. 

In conclusion I would sap that in all 
the investigations I have made on this 
subject, I hare found that the States 
which have adopted this plan of biennial 
sessions of the Legislature would not re- 
turn to the annual system. The general ex- 
lx&on of the States, wherein it has been 
experimentally tried and tested, is that 
legislation has been greatly facilitated, 
tho expenses greatly reduced, and that 
the sl;andard of the Legislature has been 
advanced, all of which are among the 
high reforms demnuded in this Stxtc, and 
all of which I think will be brought about 
by adopting and placing in onr Constitu- 
tion biennial sessions of the Legislature 
aud biennial elections. 

. 

Mr. 1). N. W~r~rsz. Mr. Chairman : If 
a stranger had come into this assembly 
during the past few days, who was cn- 
deavoring to ascertain the nature of free 
institntions, he would have naturally de- 
cided that free institutions are a Failure. 
Frequency of elections, frequency of ap- 
peals to t,he people, have been denounced 
as dangerous. Elections have been tra- 
duced as bringing corrnption upon the 
people and upon their representatives. 
The frequent appeal of the people to the 
ballot-box, bringing the representatives 
and the people close together, has boon 
held up here as dangerous to the welfare 
of the State ; and the Legislature of the 
State of Pennsylvania has been held up as 
a by-word, and a scorn, and a hissing. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, I have more respect 
for our institutions, I haI-e more respect 
for the people of a free government, I 
have more respect for the law-making 
power of the State, than to stimd here and 
hear these insinuations madc without 
uttering my protest. Nothing too hard 
wn be said tl?at has not boon said against 
the Legislature of this State. 1 candidly 
confess that there has been some corrup- 
tion in the Legislature. I admit that, but 
how dots it come? From what source 
has this corruption come? The Legisla- 
ture did not corrupt itself. If the tempta- 
tion had not been presrnted there would 
have been no f&11. But, sir, there are men, 
high in station, holding immensepowcrs, 

surrounded with everything that heart 
can wish, who deliberately and officially 
set themsolves to work every session to 
corrupt the legislators of the people, and 
when men talk abont the virtue of this 
body, and of its high and noble character, 
recollect, gentlemen, that we have not 
been subjected to the temptstionstowhicb 
members of tho Legislature are subjected 
every year. So sooner does the Legisla- 
ture assemble than there come up to that 
body mon who are the paid officials of 
immense corporations, who open their 
rooms, grandly furnished, and who are 
there button-holing members, watching 
Icgislation, atld, no doubt, corrupting 
those who can be corrupted. 

A distinguished man, who is now at the 
head of one of the largest railroads in the 
TJnitcd States, when I doubted that there 
was as much corruption in the Legislature 
as has been asserted, said he to me : is 1 
know there is.” “ IIow do you know it, 
sir?” “1 have taken money there myself 
to corrupt tho Legislnture.” Says I to 
him : ‘6 How do you know that the mem- 
bers of the Legislature received the 
money?” ‘4 I know that they received it.” 
Xow, ;\fr. Chairman, you must recollect 
that all men are not above temptation, and 
when you send to the Legislature hon- 
est, but unsophisticsted, men, frequently 
they arc mot on the threshold by every 
temptation presented to their cnpidi- 
ty, and to their passions, which can be 
bronght to hear to cornnpt them for the 
pnrposos of some men, And no wonder 
some of them Ml. Hut, sir, there are as 
honest men in that Legislatureas ever ex- 
istcd in this world-mon who have gone 
throng11 the ordeal for years, and have 
come out with their garments unsa~therl 
in the midst of this fiery temptation. I 
am astonished that we have not had wor8e 
laws, that under the bad influences that 
surround the law-makers that we have 
oscaped as well as me have. 

Now what is the source of all this trou- 
ble ? It is not in anmrsl sessions. Annual 
sessions do not corrupt the members. AYn- 
nual elections are no harm. It is in the 
power you have granted the Legislature 
in your Constitution to give large fran- 
chiscs to individuals and to corporations. 
Mm come up there that are not satisfied 
with general lams. They want special 
ptivileges. They find that the Legisla- 
turo is ilot willing to grant special privi- 
leges, and then they put to work all their 
machinery, and, by bribery, by trickcry, 
by rushing a bill through the Logislaturc 
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without reading it, or without printing 
it, taking advantage of the ignorance of 
members, they get laws passed which are 
a disgrace to the statute books. But take 
away special legislation and you cut up 
corruption by the root. Men are not go- 
ing to pay for general laws which every- 
body can have. They are not going to 
pay for a law which will benefit A, B and 
C. How was it in the State of Ohio? Pre- 
vious to the passage of their new Consti- 
tution the Legislature of Ohio just stood 
in the same position precisely as that of 
Pennsylvania. It had the same reputa- 
tion, but from the time that that Consti- 
tution was adopted there has never been 
a siugle suspicion existing in regard to 
the Ohio Legislature. Men don’t go to 
buy, and they don’t go to work with 
their lobby to gain general hws. 

One great reason why I am in favor of 
annual sessions is the very fact that I be- 
lieve this Convention will take away that 
special legislation, and the great difficulty 
of passing generallawsin a State, so multi- 
form in its interests and so varied in its 
character as the State of Pennsylvania. 
Here we have a mighty metropolis, the 
fifth or sixth city in the world, with vast 
and varied interests. All the time some- 
thing is coming up that needs legislation 
for this city. Then we have our territo- 
ries, stretching from the tide water to the 
valley of the Mississippi, covered with 
iron, and coal, and oil, and interests will 
be continually arising which will demand 
the watchful care of the Legislature. 
NOW, gentlemen who have been in the 
Legislature, know how difficult it is to pass 
a general law. Gentlemen say it is be- 
cause they won’t attend to it. But you 
undertake to p.ass a general law through 
a body of one hundred, or whatever you 
make the number of the General Assem- 
bly, through two bodies, and then bo the 
Governor, that will harmonize a majority 
of the interests of tho State. You will 
find that it takes sometimes months to 
pass one law. It has to,go to a committee. 
That committee may discuss it for some 
weeks. It goes back to the House-say 
that it originates there-and is discussed 
in committee of the whole, it is discussed 
on seqnd reading, laid over on third read- 
ing, and almost impossible to get at un- 
der the rules. Then, after you got through 
with it, it goes to the Senate, and has to go 
through the same operation there. Final- 
ly it goes to a committee on conference, 
and they refer it, and at last it has to pass 
the ordeal of the Governor. Now I will 

vcnturo the prognostigation that the very 
first session of your Legislature, under 
the Constitution that abolishes special 
laws, you will find that it will take months 
upon months to pass a tax bill in this 
State, and probably it will need amcnd- 
ment every year for several years before 
you can bring it to anything likea perfect 
system. The State of Ohio has only, after 
twelve or fifteen years of continuous la- 
bor, brought her tax laws to anything like 
perfection. 

Then, again, there is the apportionment 
bill. Every gentleman who has been up- 
on the Committee of Ways and Means 
knows that from the very commence- 
ment of the session that large committee 
of twenty-one men meets regularly for 
months, receiving deputations from every 
part of the State, representing her varied 
interests; deputations in reference to her 
large charities that she dispenses so liber- 
ally come up to be heard before the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and that 
committee finds it a herculean labor every 
year to get through with the annual ap- 
propriations. We receive in this State 
some seven millions of money in taxes. 
Wo have a large Sinking %und. We have 
a large debt, and it is essential that the 
Legislature keeps its eye upon all these 
varied interests. If you have biennial 
sessions you will have to pass that appro- 
priation bill two years ahead, when you 
cannot know what means may be de- 
manded in that time. Why, here, the 
last winter a part of the Insane asylum 
at Harrisburg burned down. Suppose the 
Legislature was not to meet until next 
year, is that institution to lay there with- 
out help until then? Is there to be no 
helping hand to restore the part which 
was destroyed? Are these poor insane 
persons to be there without proper venti- 
lation, without proper water or arrange- 
ments which were destroyed by that Are? 
Immediately after the Legislature met, 
as you see by the proceedings, a bill was 
passed to remedy this defect. Suppose 
it was two years, what are you to do? The 
occasions of this kind, in a great State 
like Pennsylvania, with her great inter- 
ests, will continually arise, demanding 
the watchful care of the Legislature. 

Again: I believe in the people. I be- 
lieve in a frequent recurrence to the peo- 
ple at the ballot-box. I believe that the 
nearer the Legislature is to the appointing 
power the better. I am willing to trust 
the people of this great State to elect their 
representatives every year, and also to 
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have them elected to meet yearly. I agree 
with everythiug said 1j.v the gcutlernau 
who spoke a moment ago in ALvor of es- 
pcrience in legislation. I know that a 
gentleman who has been in the Lcgisla- 
ture the second year is far more efficient 
than the first year, and the third year still 
more efficient, aud I am in favor of the 
people rc-electing a man as ofton as they 
choose. I thiuk they ought to m-elect 
him as long as ho is honest. 

The two years’ term removes it from the 
people longer than I like; but it would 
be bel,ter to elect them for two years and 
have annual sessions than to hnvc bien- 
nial sessions. Eelieviug, Mr. Chairman, 
that biennial sessious in our State would 
work disastrously, believing that the in- 
terests of this State require au annual 
meeting of the Legislature to watch over 
the vast interests of her iudustry and com- 
merce, and to keep careful guard over our 
odicers at Harrisburg; for them is no 
more virtue in a man because he is Gover- 
nor than he is a legislator. Why every- 
body recollects that, in the history of Eug- 
land, judges on the bench wore bribed; 
and I say that the source and strength of 
a free government is in the people who 
compose that government. For these rea- 
sons I am in favor of annual scssious and 
annual electlous. 

Mr. J. W. I?. WHITE. Mr. Chairman : I 
feel rcluctnnt to throw nivself upon the 
indulgcuce of the rommittee, because I 
kuow there is :L feeling among a great 
many members to pass over this sectiou 
and take up the question of biouuial ses- 
sions, or the subsequent section ; but my 
own judgment is that we had better talk 
over the matter pretty fully on this occa- 
ciou, for I confess that I can hardly sever 
the two questions of biennial terms and 
biennial sxsions ; at least the arguments 
that hear in favor of biennial terms, to me 
seem to sustain bieunial sessions. ThO 
committee so uuderstood it, and have SO 
reporled their article. I think, therefore, 
we would, probably, save time by disouss- 
iug the whole subject at this time. 

Three mouths ago if nuy pOrson had 
asked me how I stood on the question of 
annual or bienuial sessions, I would 
have answered that I was in favor of bieu- 
nial sessions, and, of course, Ishould have 
said biennial elections. I felt, like the 
great body of the people of this State, that 
somo reform in our Legislature, and in 
the method of legislation in this State, was 
necessary, and taking it for granted that 

biennial sessions constituted out mea&e 
of reform, I was in favor of that measnre. 

But my reflections and study, whcu 
preparing myself for my duties as a 
member of this Couvcution, looking over 
this subject calnlly and dispassionntcly, 
in all its bearings, brought mO to the 
conclusiou that after all aunual cloctions 
and annual sessions were best. 

I have listened vary nttontirely to the 
arguments that.have bceu adduocd here in 
favor of the section before us; but all 
that I have heard has not clumgod that 
conviction of my mind. I wish to ox- 
press my thoughts very briefly on one or 
two J)oinls that have not been very fully 
discussed, and shall pass over bricflp or, 
perhaps, without any notice, some of the 
nrguuleuts made in favor of annual elcc- 
tious, becans I think they have been 
sulnciently auswerctd alread>-. 

My great objOcctiou to hicnuial olec- 
tious aud biennial sessions is that the 
mex+urO t,euds to strengthon the bands 
of powvcr, and to restrict the power of 
the people. Before I enter upon that, point, 
pardon mc for oue or two rOruarks in au- 
other direction. It has been aryucd, all 
round, that biennial Olections wiIl save 
espenso to the Stat0 and the people. 
How? The honorable gcntlemxu from 
Columbia (Mr. Huckalew) proposes that 
inalternate Soars we shall rlcct menibers 
of the Le,qislature.and the other yc:rrs elect 
memhcrs of Congress. Will we uot lhere- 
for0 Jlave annual elections? Certainly, 
we will ; and the State will be subject to 
all the expeusos of annual electious, just 
the salne as they are now. There is, thero- 
fore, no force in that nrganxut. 

It has been argued that wc o1Ight to 
hare men of more cxpOrienc0 in the Lcg- 
islature. Yet this very articlc! proposes 
to take from the Senate son10 of its cxperi- 
ence. It is proposed Orery two years to 
turn ollt out-half the Senate-to have but 
two sessions of the Seuatc in forlr pears. 
That is the plnu before us. \:ntlcr our 
prcseut C’oustitution wo J~nvc tllroe ses- 
sions of the Senate in three yearn-one- 
third of the members going out auuually. 

It does strike me, sir, that, as :I rnattor 
of reform, this is reforming hx!iwards. 
Why this is simply taking frown the Reu- 
ate the element of expericncc it now has, 
for it is only having two sessions in four 
years, and turning the half of the mcm- 
hers out every two years, so that at every 
scssiou of the Senate one-half of the mom- 
bers go out. For myself, I bolievc in the 
old plan ; let thc Senate be always cousti- 
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uted of two-thirds old membersand one- 
third new. 

In reference to the House, as was very 
ably and forcibly presented by the gentle- 
man from Philadelphia, (Mr. Biddle,) if 
we had only biennial sessions, and elect 
only every two years, of course the mem- 
bers of the House would have no more 
experience than they have now. The 
argument here is that new members of a 
Legislature are likely to be corrupt, and 
that there is danger to the people from 

‘L the election and admission of so many 
new members at once. But, sir, in my 
experience and observation of the past, 
and in my reading of the current and pas- 
sing events, not only in our own State but 
in Congress, and in other State Legisla- 
tures, I have been forced to this convic- 
tion-that there is more danger to be 
npprehendcd from the “old stagers ” than 
from the new members who come up fresh 
from the people. I do not mean to par- 
ticularize, but the daily papers give us 
daily evidence that those who are most 
easily approached and most easily “influ- 
enced :‘-I believe that is the word used 
among those who understand all about 
Legislatures- 

Mr. Marx. “ Convinced.” 
Mr. J. M. I?. \vHITE. “Convinced.” 

Well there are various terms employed. 
As I was saying we all know that those 
who have been longest in the Legislature 
are those that are most frequently “con- 
vinucd ” and most easily “influenced.” 
Now, sir, this whole argument is a dis- 
trust of the people. For one, I am will- 
ing to trust the people to elect their rep- 
resentativcs; else how under the Heav- 
ens are we to snve ourselves from corrup- 
tion? Arc WC to say to the people : “You 
are not to be trusted to elect your reprc- 
sentatives annually. We, in Convention, 
have adopted a most excellent device 
to save ourselves from the evils of spe- 
cial legislation, and improper legisla- 
tion, by saying that you, the people, 
shall not elect your representatives every 
year; you are not to be trusted with 
that power.” That is the argument; 
that is what it all resolves itself into. If 
bad men are elected, who elected them ? 
HOW come bad men into the Legislature 
but by the election of the people. Hence, 
the argument is a clear thrust at the peo- 
ple, and an attempt to take thepowernow 
in the hands of the people from them, and 
placing it in the hands of the officers, 
strengthing the hands of power by limit- 
ing the powersof the people. I have no 

sul:h distrust of the people. I have never 
been a member of the Legislature of this 
State, but I have watched its measures 
protty closely, and I have known a num- 
ber of gentlemen that belonged to either 
branch of thatbody, and as a member of 
this Convention and as a citizen of the s 
State of Pennsylvania I enter my protest 
against this wholesale abuse of the Leg- 
islature of my State. I believe this un- 
qualified abuse to be unjust. I believe it 
to be unreasonable. I have known mem- 
bers of that Legislature who were as hon- 
orable men, and as true and honest as 
any man to be found in Pennsylvania. 
I believe there never has been a session 
of that Legislature that did not find men 
there as true, and as honest, and as incor- 
ruptible, and as honorableas the best oiti- 
zen of Pennsylvania. There may have 
been there also some bad men. It is 
scarcely to be expecied that all would be 
good where there are so many ; mme men 
have been better than others. But on 
this question of ruinouzi legislation I as- 
sert this : That the legislation of our own 
State of Pennsylvania in the last twenty 
years has not been worse than it was in 
any previous period of twenty years. 
That may be deemed a very reckless as- 
sertion; but let me call the attention of 
gentlemen to a few facts. I go even far- 
ther than that. I say that the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania is not more corrupt now 
than it was when first organized under 
the Constitution of 17%. If gentlemen 
mill take the trouble to refer back to the 
legislation under the first Constitution of 
this State, and especially to the report of 
the council of censors, taking the first six 
or eight years of our legislation, they will 
find that the Legislature passed worse lay-s 
than have ever beenpaased since. 

They have passed laws directly and fle- 
grantly in violation of the then Constitu- 
tion. They passed laws especially for the 
benefit of individuals. They passed laws 
appropriating money to their officers and 
others directly in the face of the Constita- 
tion . Coming down further, everybody 
that. has read the history of this State 
knows that years ago, when we were in- 
cu,ring onrpresentindebtedness, that the 
legislation in reference to our public im- 
provements and private improvements 
was shameful. Why, sir, there could 
not be a little turnpike opened any- 
where, or a little stock company organ- 
ized, but the State took stock in it, and 
after a while made appropriations of 
money to the scheme. Everybody who 

. 
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knows anything about the subject at all 
knows that such bills were passed by the 
hundred, and if theannual statutes be cx- 
amincd they will be found filled with 
lawn worse than any that have been 
passed within thelast twenty-five or thirty 
years. 

I refer to these things merely to show 
that this wholesale, sweeping, unquali- 
fied abuse of the Legislature of Pcnnsyl- 
mania of the last few years is unjust and 
unreasonable. It is a disgrace to us as a 
Convention and as a people. I do not deny 
that there have been some things impro- 
per; that is not my point ; I am speaking 
of the general drift of legislation and the 
general character of the legislation of the 
State. 

I will say, further; if members will 
refer to the oolumes of our annual stat- 
utes, they will at all times find a vast 
amount of locsl and special legislation 
there, and so far as the special legislation 
of the last ten years iN concerned, I make 
this assertion : That the mass of local and 
special legislation found on our statute 
books for that period is in proportion to 
the business and necessities of our State ; 
is less than it was fifty years ago. Tvh~y, 
what has our State grown up to? Look 
at our varied interests; at the immense 
resources of Pennsylvania, all of which 
have been developed within the last f(!w 
years--all of which have required more 
or less legislation. On some points, it is 
true, there has been improvident ant1 in- 
jurious legislation ; I freely admit that ; 
and on those points I hope we will prevent 
similar logislation for the future, by pro- 
per constitutional restrictions. Hut, 011 
that point, let me say this: That what- 
ever constitutional restrictions we may 
impose, there will inbvitably bc, in this 
State, a necessity always for a good deal 
of local legislation. This hue and cry 
throughout the State about taking away 
from the Legislature all power to pass IO- 
cztl laws will, I believe, if literally carried 
out, be far more productive of mischief 
than if we Impose proper restrictions, 
leaving still with the Legislature the POW- 
er to pass necessary local laws. Why, sir, 
look at the position we arc in. Look at 
this great city of Philadelphia, with its 
varied industries; look at the anthracite 
coal region, the bituminous cowl region, 
the oil region, and the other mineral rc- 
gions of Pennsylvania, with their totally 
different wants and their distinct pecn- 
liarities. There will be more or less local 
legislation reqnired for each of these. If 

you simply pass general laws to apply to 
all alike, I greatly fear that the general 
laws will be found to work more %ppres- 
sion and injury in many localities of the 
State than ff you merely restrict the I,eg- 
islaturc in the matter of special lcgisla- 
tion, without absolutely taking all the 
power of local legislation. We mnst not 
only limit this power, but tho morle of 
passing bills ; and when Tve do that I 
think we shall hare guarded, as far as we 
possibly can, against injurious legislation. 

l<uL, as I have s:Cd, my great objection 
to bicnr;i:d session9 is that that plan takes 
tho power out of the hands of the 1~~01~1~ 
and strengthens the bands of l’\,wor. It 
gives Inore power to tho offic~xs, and it 
removes them farther from the people. 
It becomes a restriction upon the powers 
of the people. 

Consider it for a moment. If ollr Leg- 
islatnro should not meet for two ycnrs, 
the officers of our State, all of whom are 
liable to impeachment, all of whom are 
acconrltable to the Legislature for their 
conduct, will then have free run for two 
years, nnless the Governor should choose 
to call a spccixl session of the Legislature. 
Sot only is the Governor llirtisollncc~)rlnt- 
able to the l~coplc, through their rcspre- 
sentatives in General Assembly mot, but 
all the hoads of departments, all the j ~tdges 
ot’ the C(,llltllonl~cnltli, and other officers 
who are nom called upon annu,~lly to give 
to the Legislature an acconnt of their 
stcmardship. ldcsiro these representatives 
to lncct in regular session and hoar what 
these oiticcrs have to say, if anvthilrq, and 
to look after all matters of that kind, and 
whenever they find anything w-rol~,~ in 
:uly tleptrtmcnt, to appl~r the relnedy 
and call the guilty to account. 

+%gntn, sir, I am in favor of having elcc- 
tions annually, boc;ruse I want the repre- 
sontative, mhon ho comes holnc from 
Harrisburg, to give, immediatrly, an ac- 
count of himscli to his constitncntn. We 
all know how it is at this time. T\71icn a 
member gets home in the spring of the 
year, he colncs up again, say in the course 
of a month or two at farthest, for rc-nom- 
ination and re-election. He must render 
an acoonnt of his stewardship. IIe is 
made to feel his immediate responsibility, 
and dnring the time hc is at IIarrisl,urg 
he feels that as soon as he reaches home 
he mill he call4 to an account. 

I want our rclxesentatives crer to feel 
that responsibility-to feel always that 
they mnsl speedily acconnt for their ac- 
tions. Everybody knows that tho more 
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remote the day of account or reckoning, the State, to answer for the manner in 
the less it is feared and the less infiucnco which they have performed their duties. 
it exerts. When a representative knows Some gentlemen have argued as if the 
that he cannot be brought to an account only province of the Legislature was the 
at the ballot-box for two years, he will passage of statutes. But, sir, if I know 
hope and believe that the people will for- anything of the history of Pennsylvania, 
get and forgive by that time any faults or and of the other States of this IJnion, 
errors ho may have committed. But they have a groat deal more to do than 
knowing and feeling his immediate a~ simply pass statutes. They have many 
countability, he will be more careful and other duties to perform of great interest 
prudent. to the people. They have to watch over 

Again, if a representative act improper- every department of the government, 
ly, if he 1~~s been an unfaithful servant, and over the whole of the industrial in- 
tho.people have power, under the system terests of the people througlvjut the 
of annual elections, to turn him out at the State, to protect those interests, to dis- 
end of one year. Why should an nnfaith- seminate knowledge on these various 
ful servant have a twoyears’lease of pow- subjects, and otherwise promote and ad- 
er? Why should not the people have vanco the material prosperity of the Corn-- 
power to discharge him from further sor- monwealth. With annual elections and 
vice if they desire to do SO? I want the annual sessions, the Legislature will 
people to preserve that power. My read- more surely represent the public scnti- 
ing of history has impressed upon my ment, and be a more true exponent of 
mind thisgreatlesson, that the people must the popular will. 
always rely for the defenceand security of It is impossible for us to tell what may 
their rights and liberties upon the popu- happen in any two years. The Legisla- 
lar assembly ; it is the people’s bulwark- ture, elected for a term of two years, 
their great reliance-their only sure snfe- might not, in the second year, represent 
guard. History tells us thaf al; en- the will of the community at all. I want 
croachments have come from the Ex- tl ie House of Representatives to be as 
ecutive or from the judiciary, and near- f resh front the people as circumstances 
ly always the judiciary has sustained will permit. I want the people to retain 
the encroachments of the Executive. This within their own hands the power of cor- 
is the experience of a11 people in all coun- recting, speedily, by a new election, any 
tries. To the immediate representatives wrongs or mistakes on the part of their 
of the people, those who come up annu- representatives. I am therefore opposed 
ally fresh from among tbcmselres, know- to placing any clause into this new Con- 
ing their feelings and their views, and re- stitution-a refornl Constitution, as it is 
fleeting the latest expression of theirwill, hoped to be-whichwouldgreatlystrength- 
must we ever look for protection from en the bands of power and restrjct, car- 
oppression and for the rodrcss of gdcvan- resl)ondjngly, the power of the people. I 
ws. If there ever comes a struggle in this shall vote for no such section. 
State, as some have expected, between Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. Chairman : I am in 
the people and the vast monopolies and favor of biennial elections and annual 
corporations existing all around US, the sessions. And inasmuch an this topic 
pooplc must look to their representatives h as been discussed +t considerable length, 
for defence and protection. If any exigeIl- 1 do rlot propose to weary the Convention 

ties arise in our country in any way ; if with any remarks on those questions 
any encroachments be made by the Exec- which have been already touched upon. 
utive or the judiciary, the only reliance It strikes me, however, sir, that there 
of the people must be’their representa- are some considerations which have not 
tivcs-the legislative Assembly. There- yet received any attention at the hands of 
fore, sir, I want that Assembly to come UP the Convention upon this point. In re- 
annually from the people, expressing their gard to statistics, it seems to me that argu- 
views and their wishes, and I want the ing from statistics on general principles, 
people to possess the power, if any of their which go to the bottom of society, it is 
representatives should prove false to their impossible to reach any conclusion which 
duty, speedily to remove them. is satisfactory to our minds. Statisfies are 

The Legislature has great power for of value only when the cases are exactly 
good or evil. It may remove judges, may parallel, and for the reason which has al- 
impeach all officers, no matter how high, ready been several times stated to the 
may call upon all, even the Governor of Convention, of the difference between thi 
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State and other Stales in its varied inter- 
ests, it seems to me that the parallel is 
not complete. 

In regard to the Constitutions of the 
western States I have but one remark to 
make. The States of Ohio, Illinois and 
Indiana have been principally relied 
upon in favor of biennial sessions. I am 
t,old by persons who are well informed, 
iind who have a practical knowledge of 
the workings of the biennial system in 
those three States, that in the State of 
Ohio it is almost entirely evaded by the 
Legislature adjourning from winter to 
winter and holding adjourned sessions of 
a biennial Legislature. That in the States 
of Indiana and IlliIrois it has been the 
subject of very groat complaint ; that laws 
of a general nature should be a1 teretl, and 
the people have to wait B,r two years in 
order to procure amendments and changes 
which are absolutely necessary, which 
amendments are not in any one case of 
sufficient moment to induce the Governor 
to call an extra session. As to the other, 
to the great bulk of the Constitutions of 
the western States, it seems to me that 
continually referring to what might bc 
called the constitutional statutes of those 
immature Commonwealths for guidance 
here is, to say the least, inconsiderate. 
We have had here for two hundred )%ars 
a free government, and until the last ten 
or fifteen years there has been no talk 
whatever about biennial sessions, nnd the 
desire which is frequently exl)resscd for 
biennial sessions is co-incident with the 
con~plaint of abuses perpetrated by the 
I,egislature through special legislation. 

Therefore I take it that the principal 
argument and the chief reason wily bicn- 
nial sessions arc cnllcd, for and desired by 
the people, is because the Lcgisiaturenow 
has ihe power to pass special laws, which 
are pernicious in their~cffccts. But if this 
abuse is rernedicd IJJ- the power being 
taken away from the Legislature to pass 
such laws, I can see no reason why the 
power to remedy defects in the general 
1:~~~s should be pat off for two years. 
Aside froru that. rensnn I hare nnothcr 
olle, whi& goes further and deepcar th:ul 
this one ; another re:~son why I al0 un7rill- 
ing to record any vote in f&vor of :L rcstric- 
t,ion on t,he Lcgislaturc, as to the frocl1Wncy 
of its sessions. 

It seems to me, sir, that after a (‘on- 
vemion has assembled, and, with t,hc 
lights that it has before it, has placed all 
the restrictions that can possiM,y be de- 
vised up& the Lcgislaturc against :~l~scr 
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in the transaction of its duties, that after 
having done that, if WP put ourselves on 
the record as being of the opinion that 
the Legislature still remains necessarily 
an instrument of evil, we acknowltidge to 
all the world that it is not in the power of 
the people to elect honest representatives. 

I am not prepared to put myself on the 
record with such an admission as t,hat. If 
we have to come to that pass, that it mill 
become impossible to elect honest ropre- 
sentatives, then, sir, we shall have reech- 
ed a point where we will require more 
radical changes xnd more radical rcnledies 
than those proposed by the report of the 
(Jolllrl~itt~eo on tho Legislature. I know 
of no lnorc ample means; I know oT no 
more efrectual method of debauching the, 
public sentiment, than for snc*h p body as 
this to olx+111y avow to the who10 worltl 
that no matter what is or may bo done ill 
the 3ray of rctbrm, it is in the nature ot 
things iml)ossible to elect a Legislature 
which shall honestly represent the wishes 
of the people. 

Jfr. ANDT~W R~GIW. I am in favor of 
the amcndmcnt of the gentleman from 
Chester, that we shall have annual elec- 
tions, and especialiy am I in favor of ha\-- 
iny annual elections if we arc to have an- 
nnal sessions. I am in fhvor of t,hat, lirst, 
because it has been the settled policy of 
this Coilunon~~-c:lllh, as it hnsbec:l~formed, 
~111 to the prescnc tinlc, and I have heart1 
no such snfliciont reason on this floor why 
xc sl~ould cl1ange. I am in favor ol’ rnak- 
ing the rcprescntatire immcdixtcl,v ant1 
dirclctly resl~onsiblc to his cxmstit~xcnts. 
If 11~ goes to the l~~gislaturc and violates 
the l~col~lo’s n-ill, the people can tnrrr hinl 
out. If hc tlocs well there, ant1 truthfully 
reprcsrnts the people’s wishes, he can bc 
rc-elected. There is :I whol~somo check. 

The reasons urged by thu gulltlelllcn 
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cers to elect every year. We have county 
commissioners, and sheriss, and ot.hers to 
elect every year, and the expense that 
will be saved to the State will he but a 
very few dollars, if any be saved to the 
State at all. If we are to have biennial 
sessions, as the gentleman from Philadel- 
phia (Mr. Biddle) has explained, WQ 
would have just the same qualification 
for one session every two years as ifwe had 
the usual annual sessions and annual 
elections. The gentleman from Delaware 
(Mr. Broomall) states that new members, 
members fresh from the people,, are more 
easily “fixed up,” as he appears to ac- 
knowledge he had been, while he was in 
the Legislature. I cannot conceive that 
to be so, however. He (Mr. Broom911) 
said in his argument that if we would but 
keep them there ten years we would cn- 
tirely remedy this difficulty in the Legis- 
lature. Let us look at the Legislature as 
it now stands. There are some niembors 
there who have been there for ten years. 
Are they pure? Are they beyond all 
suspicion? No, sir. “ Knowledge is pow- 
er,” and the more experience men have 
in Legislatures the more ready are they 
to pass bills through influences, perhaps, 
not always good. This knowledge, when 
a person has evil in his mind, only aids 
him the better to work out the evil. There 
is another thing which ought to have some 
weight: That is that we are governed too 
much. There is a wide-spread feeling, 
in which I confess I concur, that there is 
altogether too much legislation. 

I came here, however, with my mind 
made up in favor of biennial sessions. I 
had always felt relieved when the Legis- 
lature adjourned, on account of the mass 
of legislation which that body was always 
producing,condrming the conviction more 
and more every year that we were too 
much yovern~d. Hut forthat very reason 
the more I thought about the matter the 
more I came to favor annual elections. 
Why, the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. 
Harry White,) who has argued in favor of 
biennial sessions, has gone sof:tr as to state 
that even at this session there has been an 
cndearor to pass a general law wjtb a 
merely special purpose. I am not one of 
those who believe that when we restrict 
the Legislature in the matter of special 
legislation we thereby inangnrate a politi- 
cal millennium. Legislators will be there, 
as is instanced by the gentleman from 1n- 
diana, (Jlr. Harry White,) who will pro- 
pose and pass general laws having special 
or local objects mainly in view. And 

when all is done by them that they deem 
necessary they will go home, and then for 
two years the interests of the State must 
sueer, and these general laws referred to 
will remain upon the statute books and 
cannot be repealed. 

I am in filvor of annual elections and 
annual sessions, because the people are by 
these means enabled to retain the power 
to repeal obnoxiouslaws without nnneces- 
sary delay. But if there was this virtue 
that has been alleged by the advocates of 
biennial elections and biennial sessions, 
in this long term for Legislatures, why it 
requires the concurrence of both branches 
of the Legislature, as well as of the Gov- 
ernor, to pass any law. And while we 
will have then in the popular branch of 
the Assembly the expression of the peo- 
ple’s will, fresh, every election, we hilve 
in the Senate a conservative element that 
can put a check upon this hasty and crude 
legislation. Hence, the evils supposed to 
come from the crude notions of the popn- 
lar branch of the Assembly can be cor- 
rected there, and we will have the benefit 
of both. In the popular branch we will 
ha\ve the will of the people, and in the 
Senate we will have conservative element. 

I am, for these reasons, in favor of an- 
nual elections and annual sessions. 

Mr. BARTHOL~MED~. Mr. Chairman : 
I desire, before I make any renTarks on 
this question-and I do not propose to 
make many-to understand exactly the 
position of the question ; and therefore I 
will ask the Clerk to read the amendment 
first offered, and the amendment to the 
amendment. 

The CLERK. The amendment offered 
by Mr. Darlington is to strike out the 
words “ every two years,” and insert “ CL* 
nually.” Mr. Cochran moved to amend 
that, by inserting after the word “annu- 
ally,” the words 6L until the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and seventy-six, and 
every two years thereafter.‘> 

Mr. BARTHOLOMEW. 1Mr. Chairman : 
I am decidedly in favor of aunual elec- 
tions and nimual sessions. I do not speak 
upon this question because I have discov- 
ered a truth. It has been well said that 
when one fancies he has discovered a 
truth hc is irresistibly impelled to make 
it known. But I rather spcnk upon this 
questionpe,imlled thoreto by the oxample 
of many worthy gentlemen around me. 
In doing this I propose to give iny exact 
views upon those questions at issue, as 

newly as I can find words to tit them. 
There is a strange idea prevailing in 
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this body, Tvhich has received expression 
frdm sewral lnem hers, that I cannot un- 
derstand, and that is that instead of form- 
ing au organic lam for the people of this 
Commourvealth, collectirely, and in their 
social, citizen condition, as parts of the 
govcrnmcnt, they are aiming the ljrori- 
sions of this organic law at the individual 
lifb of the people of this Commonwealth, 
and are endeavoring to purify and restorc 
morals which, it appears, have been lost,, 
and are not now in possession of the peo- 
ple, who, consequently, arc no better than 
they ought to be. 

Kow I undertake to say that if the four 
gospels could not prevent the people of 
this Commonwealth from being dishon- 
est, nn Constitution this Convention can 
make x-ill do it. There is nothing in 
that. We llave to start with the square 
and fair idea-and which must ho realized 
bv all-that is, that this is a govcmmcnt 
0;the people, for the people and by the 
people ; that the government itself is 
based upon the virtue and intelligence of 
the people. It may be that we are not as 
virtuous as our fathers wore. I have 
some doubts upon that subject. To be 
sure we break out in occasional phrases 
of seltlaudation and sclf-praise, as that 
we do not hang witchcn, which our 
fathers did; but we forgot that our t3thcrs 
hung ot,hcr people who riohly deservctl 
to be hung, aud we hang nobody. IVe 
also forget, when wo read the story and 
controversy of Hudibras and Ralph, and 
laugh at their peculiarities, that they 
were the representatives of classes of 
men who, with all their odd notions, ga73 
birth to liberty of conscience, and started 
upon iis march a civilization that will 
Only end with the circnmfercnco of the 
earth. Tlre forget, when we talk of the 
bigot and the zealot, and the persecuting 
Early rhurchmau that be in those bigotccl 
and persecuting days, saved civilization 
frown the rubIs of Rome, and started it 
upon its grand march over the globe. 

Now, sir, if the virtue of the people is 
lost, this government is lost. We must 
fix this organic law for the people, as an 
honest people. Thw did not send us 
here to rcshrict and “limit them, and to 
cry out against them as a Commonwealth 
of thieves. That is not their position. 
We must take tht?m as they are. WC 
must take the presumption that they are 
honest ; and Y-L have only to frame this 
organic law in such shape that thr work 
of the State can go forward prosperously 
for the people. 

What arc the arguments against this 
proposition? The first one is one of econo- 
mj--that it saves the Common\rcnItli fiye 
hundred thousand dollars. Wall, if that 
is a good argument, xvhy not postpone 
the elcctlon for three years? Why not for 
four years, or for five years? If it is 
economy that you refer to and will ha\-e, 
why not postpone the election for ten 
years? There is not a particlc of reason 
ill the argument of economy. No ccono- 
ml-can be applied to that branch of the 
public service, if it be nocossxy for the 
well being of the Commonwealth. There 
is uo difficulty whatever about tlrc pay- 
ment of the expenses Of this Common- 
~vealth. Why, the message of the (:ovcr- 
nor, who was inaugurated the other day, 
tells us that the excess of the incornc over 
the expenditures of the C:olllulonwoaltli 
is so great that thcrc must be :L reduction 
of tax&ion ; that the flow of money into 
the Tronsury is superabundant, and there 
nlnst tliercforc be a restriction 01~ taxa- 
tion. IIence, I say the ccononrio:~l view 
of this question has no practical fOrce. If 
tllc same views of the necessity of econo- 
my wxo cntcrtaincd in regard to other 
matters, they would lead to pcculi:w a11(1 
to disastrous results. Who woultl say 
that t11c COllll,lOll schools of Pennsyl\~nnia. 
ought, frolu motives 01 economy, 1x2 lim- 
ited to one month iu the Scar? \Vc do Ilot 
want, that sort ‘of cconolny in l’cnnsyl- 
vania. 

The nest proposition urged in fL\-or of 
those hie~mial elections and sc~sions is, 
that they will restrict special legis!ation. 
How Y 1 undertake to say that 110 man 
on this floor has given a satisfactory rw- 
son for this. Wherein can it restrict lcg- 
islatioll--a. biennial term wit11 annn:ll sCtC 
sinus, or a biennial term with a biennial 
sess,ol, ? Tlrc only tlifficulty that I can 
see is, that it will make worst that logis- 
ticnl which is already bad. n’otliing else. 
Tlic same intorests, the same inotivcs, that 
now take people to Harrisburg will tnkc 
them again. The crowd will, howe\-cr, 
bc doubled biennially, gathering fast and 
faster as they rexli t,he C:lpit,ol, :x111 thrrc 
will ho the spccixl lcpi:;l:~!io~l, in sonic 
fornl or another, and all the other ohjeo- 
tion:lblo features that are now ol)served, 
lmt in a worst forln, by reaso11 of tllo fact 
that greater haste and hurry will tw in- 
volrwl wit,h only- one scssio;l in two yc%rs. 
I have understood, and I belie\--, :Intl I 
certainly hope, that this subject ofslxxi:~l 
legislation is to he reached in :motlwr and 
a better way ; that it is not to bo al1lxtcrl 
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by the term of the members of the Leg- them to a strict accountability. This has 
islature. There should be restrictions been their line of conduct from the begin- 
placed upon the power of the Legislature ning of our history. Now if you takefrom 
on that subject. If that restriction is the people this annual power which they 
placed upon it then &he argument, so far possess to elect their represeutatives, to 
as biennial sessions is concerned, falls to elect those wlio shall represent directly 
the ground; there is nothing in it. I un- their views in the law-making body, you 
dertake to say that with biennial sessions restrict the people’s power, and you give 
you will have as much special legislation a power to a governing class as against 
as ever, if the power remains, as it is now, the governed, whioh is antagouistic tothe 
in the Legislature. The same causes, the inetltutions of our country. 
same interests and the same motives As to the matter of getting better men 
eventuate in the same result. under the biennial practice, I cannot un~ 

Bnt I have au objection to this proposf- de&and that argument. How is it pomi- 
tion that is far beyond this ; a proposition ble that better men will be chosen to the 
that has been well considered and stated Legislature under the biennial SySteu 
by the gentleman from Allegheny, (Mr. than under the annual system? What 

reason is there to suppose, if the motive 
, I 

White,) a proposition that it does seem to 
me strikes at the very root of this whole and the inducement ,still are opened ; if 

I 

proceeding. This government is a gov- 
ernment of the people ; it is Ih& govern- 
ment. They must hrye the power of ex- 
pression, some avenue whereby to conduct 
their power into and to impress their 
ideas upon the various departments of this, 
their own government; some av0nue that 
is open, and free, and easy of access; and 
whatever might be my views upon almost 
every other oflloe or position in the Com- 
monwealth, the offic8 of legislator I hold 
to he that which, above all others, should 
be in direct eontact with, and in the direct 
control of the people. There shonld be 
there an avenue always open to the peo- 
ple, wherebythe people may give expres- 
sion to their views and wishes at all times, 
and in the easiest possible manner. 

After the revolutionary war many of 
the States adopted the plan of biennial 
sessions, and for a number of years bien- 
nial sessions in those States which were 
known as the most aristocratic was the 
rule. But the peeple themselves com- 
plained of this rule, and broke down that 
very polioy, and inaugurated the policy 
and pwctice of annualsessions, which has 
prevailed until within the last five years. 
This question of biennial sessions, as pre- 
sented here: is one of recent growth, and 
it will be well for members to look into it 
carefully before they vote to impose it 
upon the people of Pennsylvania. We 
would seem to be going backward in 
making that sort of ohange. 

Therefore, I say that this, being the le- 
gitimate channel for the expressionof the 
people’s will, it should be left under 
their oontrol. The jealousy of this people 
has always been exercised as against the 
governing class. They desire to have con- 
trol of those who governthem and to hold 

26 

the power still remains for special legislk 
tion ; if there be still a motive which will 
attract the corrupt, why shall we expect 
better men under the one system than un- 
der the other? I cannot understand it. I 
have not yet heard an argument that in- 
duces me to believe it. If there are cor- 
rupt means used whereby men are elected 
to the Legislature, so long as the power is 
there vested whereby money gains may 
t, acquired, so long willbad men be there. 
The great duty oi this Convention is to 
strike at the motive which induces men 
to go there for any such purpose. If that 
motive be special legislation, strike it 
down. But so far as the annual session of’ 
the Legislature is concerned, I cannot see’ 
wherein that matter canaffect it. Icannot 
see how the mere fact of whether men be. 
elected annually or biepnially can affect 
the question at all. I have been taught,. 
and 1 believe, that those who come fresh, 
from the people are pure. That idea comes. 
nearer to a true democracy ; it is the con-- 
stant change ‘of the people’s ohoice ; the- 
constant expression of the people’s views 
placed, as they thus are, in direct contact 
with the government that gives the gov- 
ernment the stamp of democracy ; but if’ 
you have men there who are free from this. 
control of the people, they soon become, ’ 
as the gentleman from Delaware (Mr. 
Broomall) says, “ artists” in legislation ; 
they become skilled men-men who look 
upon law-making as.8 sort of life-business. 

This is not what a people want, They 
want their ideas impressed upon the gov- 
emment, and they want them freshly im- 
pressed. It is their great right, their great 
safeguard. Why, look at it. During the 
last war how frequently was the very atti- 
tude of the national government affected 
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by the expression of the will of the people 
of Pennsylvania and a few other States? 
The Legislature of a people gives it its 
expression, and that, too, throughout the 
whole length and breadth of the land. 

The businessof this Commonwealth cer- 
tainly requires bhat this body should bc 
in session nearly all the time. Take any 
county in this St&e, where there is a great 
activity of business, and you will find her 
board of commissioners constantly in ses- 
sion ; the business of the county requires 
it. How much more, then, does the Com- 
monwealth require the constant care and 
labor of her one hundred and thirty-three 
Reprcsentstives and Senators ? Certainly 
they alwuld meet in session annually at 
the very la;Lst, and not defer the business 
of the people to the second year, which 
will always be a rear behind time. 

There are many r~aso~~s that gentlemen 
suggest, and they snggest themselves to 
me, also, with some force. For instance, 
you leave the question of emergency to 
the Executive to call the I.&gislature to- 
gether. I do not like that id&a. I do not 
,believe in this one man pow&r,. I recol- 
,lect an experience in t&s s%#& when 
\+e,re was a financial orisis, +&en tbore 
,wag in absolute necessity for 8 stqy law 
,~eing passed through the Legislature, and 
,if @at law had not been passed on t.& 
.>yqry,day that it was, and approved by the 
&++z+rnor, at least live men within my 
&~Q~@Jdge would have gone to irretaisva 
,~e rpi+ Shall WC leave such a question 
fis !t,l@ tg the judgment of an Zxecutive? 
*s&&l ,he ,++y that it is not necessary that 
&e kegi&$tnre should convene for the 
lmrpqse .o,f taking such a question into 
conaider&ion,~ The Governor might be 
against jt or ,4e might be in favor of it. 
He might work ,@)-ill to hundreds of men. 

It has beats w,eJ,l naid by our Supreme 
Court that the aom.won law of our land 
grows with the nec.ea&y and the circum- 
stances and the ,sitn&ion of men ; that it 
‘10 a thing of con.&& grpwth. NOW let us 
dw ; we have able rrwn l>.pon this floor. I 
40 mot want them to invo&o the common 
bw too much. Take my friend from 
York, (Mr. J. S. Ulaok,) a@ without an 
o~press statute defining wh& th@ law 
upon the subject is, I am iaaliaed to 
think that he would have the r;o$$$mon 
law against my client; and therefore, if is 
n$cessary that WG should restriot and 
%imu and declare what the law of the land 
3s ; a& it is necessary for that purpose, not 
$9 w& &-0 years, but to have it annually. 
me wa& it. The business of the State 

requires it. Pennsylvania is no Longer :L 
bantling ; she is no longer a child ; she 
isin her manhood. Two years is an ora 
of great time and great improvement to 
this Commonwealth. We have seeu in 
the development of a single interest, tho 
oil interest or of tho railroad interest, in 
two years time, matters of such import- 
ance that writhout legislation she would 
have been crippled. 

NOW, I take it, that whilst corporations 
should be restricted, and whilst it is the 
purpose and object of this Convention to 
throw barriers botwcen them and the peo- 
ple, yet there are some things that wc 
musttakcintoconsideration,amongwhich 
is the fact that legislation for them is ne- 
cessary and requisite; that without Icg- 
islation at times there would be adiscrinl- 
inetionagainst corporations of Pennsylva- 
nia and in favor of those of the neighbor- 
ing States. Whilst we would guard, wo 
must also protect mberr: it is just autl 
proper. Our own interests need protcc:- 
tion ; we cannot wait for two years. But 
lt may be that upon the instant somethinq 
is required, whereby they may have fret: 
power to contend with others, to bring 
within our b6rders that CO~IJIX%C~ whicll 
leads to prosperity.. 

GentlFmen,, 1 $a.?:% stated my views 
brieilK, with my reasons there&r, I be- 
lieve that the peopl@ &ould Baja control 
of this ,br+@i of the government ; that it 
shonld be within tl1ei.r hands, that those 
who exercised tl>at right should be i.mmc- 
diately and dire.cily amenable to them, 
so that they could either say ‘9vell done 
thou good and faithful servant,” or retire 
him from public life, It is the avenue 
through which they have their expression. 
It is the way they affeot, not only the gov- 
ernment of the Commonwealth, but the 
national government of tho country, and 
it is proper that this should remain open 
and free to them, and that they should 
have an annual session and an annual 
election. 

31r. Iz.Jn. Mr. President: This sub- 
ject has probably been discussed at sufii- 
cient length to satisfy the members of this 
Convention ; but in consequence of there 
being, quite recently, a considerable 
amount of talk in this neighborhood, and 
all in favor of the subject of annual eleu- 
tions, and therefore necessarily in favor oi 
annualsessionsof the Legislature, it seems 
to me that it becomes us to 13ily something 
with regard to the reasons which have re- 
cently been given in favor of this particr~- 
lar amendment. 
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The gentleman from Allegheny who 
first spnke, (Mr. D. N. White,) and the 
gentlemau from Allegheny who followed 
him, (&Ir. J. W. I?. White,) seemed to 

.  

diEer in their reasons why id was not ne- 
aessary to have biennial sessions. One of 
them says that the r,eason is that we ought 
to have general laws, and, therefore, by 
having general legislation and dispensing 
with spcoial legislation, we shall require 
annual sessions. The other gentleman 
(Mr. J. W. F. White) says, and, I think, 
with a great dcal more reason, that we 
never can dispense with special legislu- 
tion. We can, I have no doubt, Mr. Chair- 
man, dispense with a great deal of special 
legislationby general bws,referring those 
subjects, probably, to diff’erent jurikdic- 
tions; but the time never will come, in 
Pennsylvania, when we can do without 
special legislation. This btate is too large 
and too varied in its interests ever to get 
along without special legislation; but it 
is not necessary that the special legisla- 
tion of Pennsylvania should bear the pro- 
portion to the general legislation of the 
State of fifteen to one, as it now does. We 
have about sixteen hundred pages of leg- 
islation in our statute books annually, and 
of those sixteen hundred about one hun- 
dred are general laws. That proportion 
1s too great. 

But what I rose more particularly to 
rneak of. in reference to this argument, is 
&is appealing to the virtue, the intelli- 
gence and the infallibilitg of an election 
iy the people. I am tired of hearing the 
welfare and the interests of the “dear peo- 
ple” talked about in this Convention. 
Every member who does his duty in fram- 
ing an organic law must not appeal to the 
tleur people, for if he does his duty in 
making a Constitntion for the people of 
Pennsylvania will have been done for him 
forever. We have to meet questions here 
and we mnst meet them boldly, and we 
may consider that Our duty at this stage 
of our proceedings will be in defiance of 
the wishes of the people ; and this Consti- 
tution will be weakened, and many thing3 
left out that ought to be put in, and some- 
thing put in that ought to be left out, ou 
account of the members of this Conven- 
tion believing that if those things are not 
left out, or if these are put in, the people 
will not snnction it. 

I have before me a copy of the Pitts- 
burg Commercinl, which says all that this 
Convention hasdone so far is “tinkering,” 
and the “people will reject the new Cou- 
stitution if the rest is so done.” Let the 

Pittsburg Commercinl and the members 
of this Convention, who appear to bc 
courting the wishes of the dear people, 
take into consideration that the legisla- 
tion which created this Convention did 
not authorize us to propose amendments 
for the people to adopt, but the act of 18Tl 
provided that they should have submit- 
ted to them, these people of Pennsylva- 
nia, where the source of all our power is. 
I admit that they should have submitted 
to them the question, shall we have :: 
Convention to amend the Constitutio)! ? 
And the people responded to that in the 
atfimative, by a majority of over two.hnn- 
drod thousand, saying that we shall have 
a Convention. For what? To amend the 
Constitution; and they delegated tha: 
power, which is inherent in them, to this 
Convention. Xow let us meet that re- 
sponsibility like men, and take hold of 
this matter, and take care of these L‘deal 
people,” which it is our duty to do, anti 
not stand here and flatter them to their 
inj nry. 

In the very first section of this artiOo 
which we have adopted, or which we pr3- 
pose to submit to the people, I do not 
know which course will be pursued herc- 
after, we have provided that the legisla- 
tive power shall be vested in a General 
Assembly, which shall consist of a Senat.o 
and House of Representatives. 

Now that is where the legislative power 
of this State has been, it is where it will 
be, and we have had ruled in Pennsylva- 
nia that all legislative power exists by 
virtue of that which is not curtailed and 
restricted by the termsof that instrnmcnt 
itself. While that is so, why are we talk- 
ing about any further provisions in this 
Constitnlion ? Why should we provide 
for nnything if we arc not afraid of the 
people and their immediate representa- 
tives, who have talked about here to-day 
as not being competent to take care 6f 
their own interests. 

It is by reasonof the confidence that the 
poop10 have in their representatives, nut1 
because they bolieve theyare doing right, 
that a government is strong, and it is on 
that account, and I suppose it will be con- 
ceded, that a republican government, 
which has the confidence of the people, is 

the strongest government upon the face of 
lhc earth. But when WC talk about this fre _ 
qucnt surrendering of power to the people, 
as the gentleman from Chester (Mr. Dar- 
lingtou) did when he offered this amend- 
ment, we mean, in Pennsylvania, the snr- 
rendering of power into the handsof a fev.7 
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peoplewho make politics their trade. That 
business his now become one of’ the indus- 
tries of this State, and one of the industries 
of the nation. People are brought up and 
bred to it; and let me say to the gentlemen 
who are in favor of annual elections and 
amlual sessions, that the people look upon 
the Legislature as the great sort of the 
Commonwealth. I do not mean to speak 
with disrespect of any representative of 
that body, for there are respcctablc mem- 
bers of the Legislature, but there arc as 
arrant scoundrels in it as ever disgraced 
the name of this great Commonwealth. 
The people of Pennsylvania, when they 
said, by a majority of hundreds of thou- 
%mds, that they will, hereafter, elect their 
Rtnte Treasurer themselvesinstead of sub- 
mitting it to the Legislature, said they did 
not believe in the honesty of the Penn- 
sylvania Legislature. Is it possible, Mr. 
Chairman, that the members of the Senate 
and IIouse were nob as competent to de- 
cide who should be the custodian of the 
people’s money as the people themselves? 
IIad they not better opportunities for 
knowing? It had become a fact so noto- 
rious that that was a subject of purchase 
and sale in the Pennsylvania Legislature, 
that the people rose up in their strength 
and, as1 have already said, asserted, by a 
lnajority of hundreds of thousands, that 
they would take the power away from the 
I,egislature and place it in their own 
Ilauds. 

how, sir, what I have to say in refer- 
cfice to this action is, that the people re- 
gard this body, of which so much has been 
?&id upon the floor of this Convention for 
afcw days past, as hcing a body of their 
cnvn creation; is rctllly a body above 
them, and is the creation of these pditi- 
cians, who arc ambitious and anxious to 
serve their fellow-citizens by making 
nominations in secret places, in wucusses, 
in State and county conventions ; and the 
representativesof these people are serving 
the State of Pennsylvania in the Senate 
and liuu~ nt Harnsburg to-day, and not 
the representatives of the people of this 
state. These are the people whose repre- 
scntatives are serving the State of Penn- 
sylvania in the Senate and House of 
Representatives at Harrisburg, not the 
representatives of the whole people of the 
&ate. Let me say to those gcntlemcn 
who are appealing for the inter&, and 
the comfort, and the intelligc:lcc of the 
people of this Commonwealth, that the 
people themselves regard the Pcnnsyl- 
-in?- T c@sla?ure as a great. sore upon 

the body politic, as a sort of disease, on? 
of the necesury evils, to bc sure, but 
one that we ought to have 35 little of as 
possible. Now it is true that every hu- 
nlnn being during the state of his progress 
through life is liable to diseases. Some 
of them, as the whooping cough, and the 
measles, and the small pox we can lravc 
but once, and if these diwases were rc- 
peated one ycnr after another on the hu- 
man system, they would be fatal to its 
strength, and its vigor, aud it would lan- 
guish and sink under their repeated at- 
tacks. But here is the Pennsylvania 
Legislature, an annual infliction, a dis- 
ease that comes every year to be inftictcd 
upon the people of this State, and if this 
Cornn~onwealth of Pennsylvania ever 
loses its principles, and the rights of the 
citizens of Pennsylvania should perish, 
when the rnroner’s inquest comes to sit 
upon its defunct body, the verdict will be, 
died of an over dose of legislation. 

Sow I say that while I admit what the 
first gentleman from Allegheny (Mr. U. 
N. Whit&) said, that there are members of 
the Legislature who are bought, I believe 
what the other gentleman (Nr. J. W. 1’. 
V’hite) mid, that there are many of them 
who are upright meu ; and the first gen- 
tleman from hllegheny says that this Con- 
vention has not been tcmptcd, as the Leg- 
islature istempted at IIarrisburg, by these 
men, ehese buyers who go there with full 
purses. I have been told, although I have 
never been there-1 did, I believe, look 
in once aud see the Pennsylvania Legis- 
lature-but when :L ITnitcd States Sena- 
tvr is to be elected, or a State Treasurer 
chosen, or somc other great thing is to be 
d0ue which has money in it, in the Ian- 
guagc of the members Of that instituticn, 
e:~Al man has an agent at Harrisburg and 
eacll agent has a grocery in his room, and 
the members of the Legislature are in- 
vited to this room, and the agent linkshis 
h:ultl into the loop of his elbow and soys : 
(1 What do you want. ; what is your price?” 
Just as he goes into the cattle market r: 
\V(:st Philadelylna to ask the price of a 
steer or a hog, does the agent say to tho 
nlcmbcrs of the Lcgislax~re, “what do 
you nw~t.” I nrldcrotmld that that is the 
very language that is used to thcsc men. 
They do this unblushingly. 

how, sir, other genthxneu may ailbrd, 
on this floor, to say that this Convention 
is degrading thu name of Pennsylvanian 
Why, sir, the name of Pennsylvania for 
the last few years 11~s been degraded in 
the eyes of the virtuous, honest, intelli- 
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gent men of Pennsylvanin, and of all the 
other states, by this exhibition qf the Leg- 
islature of Pennsylvania. Therefore I say 
that having been treated to tbis corrup- 
tion, to this sight of a sale of its members, 
annually, for the last thirty or forty years, 
and even, I believe, since the time that 
we were an organized State, however 
many years it may be, having been treated 
to this exhibition by the member of the 
Pennsylvania Legislature, let us have it 
less frequently. I do not pretend that 
biennial sessions of the Legislature will 
purifythnt body and make it as pureas the 
public desire. I do not pretend that these 
men who are dishonest can ever be made 
honest by a Constitution. The ‘Constitu- 
tion cannot do that. It is not in the power 
of things, and we oau only say that you 
are not required, gentlemen, by the will 
of the people of Pennsylvania, whose del- 
gates we are, you are not required, gen- 
tlemen, annually to assemble at Harris- 
burg for the purpose of affording this ex- 
hlbitiou to the people of this State. I say 
it is demoralizing; it is, to a great extent, 
pernicious. I say it is demoralizing. The 
conduct of certain members of the Legis- 
lalure who control many of its acts, and 
who are sometimes made to be a majorit,y 
of that body, is such as we ought not, 
when we come here to frame an organio 
law, to be afraid to meet the respv?sibilit,y 
of denouncing. It is when people have 
confidence in their government that a re- 
publican form of government is strong; 
bat when they learn to distrust, it is the 
weakest kind of a government. It, then 
becomes weak from the mere necessity 
and inherent qualities of it, and fallsapart 
of its own weight. 

It is bemuse I want the people to have 
confidence in the govsmment, and be- 
lieve that it is doing snmething towards 
it, &the way of purifying its legislation, 
and so strengthening the government in 
that direction, that 1 am in favor of bi- 
ennial sessions. I know what the people 
ofour county, and probably of our dis- 
trict-although I don’t know whether I 
represent a district or not, and I won’t 
therefore say anything except about, the 
county-1 know very well that these 

‘tired people do not want to have this 
power taken out of their own handa every 
year. They are willing to have as little 
of it as possible, and as little of the Legis- 
lature as possible. 

These are some of my reasons, and I 
would not have spoken upon this subject 
at all, but I got so tired of hearing this 
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cry of surrendering these powers into the 
hands of the poople, for this is a power 
that nePer has been iq the hands of the 
people themselves. I say to the gentle- 
man from Philadelphia (Mr. Biddle) thaf 
the people of this city have as little to do 
with the making of the members of the 
Legislature from this city as we in Bucks 
county have. It is the same thing through- 
out this Commonwealth. It is done by R 
few men, who make it their businbss. 
There may be a larger number of those 
men in the cities than in the country, but 
it is done by a class everywhero; and 
when the nominations are made by a few 
men, then the people take down the dose, 
sugared over by the name of party, even 
though in the process of deglutition they 
make many wry faces. We have been so 
accustomed to accept a par’ty tiaket that 
the people capnot get away from it, nnd I 
believe it will always be so, and hence 
that we cannot regenerate or purify the 
people. I thought, a few days ago, in 
hearing an argument upon another propo- 
sition, that the m&ion of this Co&en- 
tion was not to make a Constitution so 
much as to regenerate the people, which 
is beyond the power and scope of any of 
our duties, as I understand it. 

Mr. GOWEN. Mr. Chairman: We are 
told that over the entrance to certain re- 
gions,-which I earu&tly trust will never 
be explored by any of the members of 
this Convention, there is inscribed the 
following : 1L Who enters here leaves hope 
behind.” I think it would be well 3f we 
would inscribe over the door of this hall 
the following words: 11 Who enters here 
can never be President of the United 
States.” [Laughter.] ‘I have made’ Q 
calculation. and, taking the average age 
of the members of this Convention to 
be about thirty, and assuming that, politi- 
cal ambition will be dead at sevent‘y, 
there remains then but forty years within 
which any of us can be called to occupy 
that high position I have assumed that be 
fore that time the length of the term of the 
President of the United States will be 
much enlarged, and I have assumed that 
within that time some citizen occupying 
that high position will so well conduct 
himself that he will be elected toa second 
term. I therefore come to the concluBion 
that within these forty years it is utterly 
impossible that any more than five mem- 
bers of this Convention can be elected to 
be President of the United States. And I 
am in favor of selecting these five by lot, 
and permitting them to make all the elo- 
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quent appeals to the good sense of th 
great people of this great Commonwealth. 
[Laughter.] 

I merely want to say, Mr. Chairman, 
that I shall perform my duty as my con- 
science dictates it to be clone, with an 
equanimity undisturbed by any threats 
of popular displeasure. I care more for 
the welfare of the people than I do for 
their votes, and I hope God may give me 
grace to keep tbc resolution I have 
formed, that they shall never have an op- 
portunity of testifying, either for or 
against me; by their votes. I do not be- 
lieve that we should be frightened out of 
our propriety by the threats of the dis- 
pleasure of the people, and I shall pursue 
my course undisturbed by any such 
threats, well satisfied and firmly con- 
v-inced that if my course in this Convcn- 
tion is not such asto command the respect 
of the people, I shall not be guilty of the 
I~asencss of beseeching it, and that mhat- 
ever may be written upon my tomb, the 
epitaph “here lies a demagqguo” shall 
never be there inscribed. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Chairman : If a mere 
cxpresaion of tho opinion that the poople 
of Pennsylvania desire to reform certain 
things and do not desire certain other 
things to be done is a threat, then I shall 
persist in making threats here as long as 
I occupy a seat on this floor. Gentlemen 
this morning seemed to be very sensitive 
as to allusions to tho sentiment of the 
people, and I have been gravely taken to 
task by a public paper of this city for 
making threats in advance, because I ven- 
tured to refer to the wishes of the people. 

Why, Mr. Chairman, I supposed that this 
Convention itself was the creature of the 
wishes of the people. I came here myself 
with that expectatiomthat this Convention 
wascalled at the wish ofthe peopleqnd that 
it is the creature of the people of the State 
of Pennsylvania, bound by every princi ple 
of honor and integrity to reflect their 
wishes so far as they may be known. If 
that is making threats, for one I propose 
to continue making them. I came here 
with the understanding and purpose, so 
far as in me lies, to reflect the wishes of 
the people of the Senatorial district which 
I have, in part, the honor to represent, 
and I will give no vote, if in my place 
here, that does not reflect their wishes so 
f&r as I understand them. 

And, sir, because of this dosiro to reflect 
the wishes of the people of that district, 
and the people of the entire State of Penn- 
sylv-ania, I shall vote against the pending 
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amendment, and in favor of the amend- 
moot of thegentlemanfrom Chcstor, (Mr. 
Darlington,) because I believe that it is 
not tho wish of the people of Pennsyl- 
vania to make changes in the machinery 
of their government. I believe that they 
desire to adhere to the i;~m of gorern- 
ment and to the machinery of governnlcnt 
as it has come down to us from our fathers 
and that all these changes wiBiuh inrli- 
cate a purpose tomake radical rovolutinns 
in the machinery of govornmontaro wron,a 
in spirit and purpose, and for that reason 
I shall oppose this pending amendment. 

I believe that it is tho desire of the peo- 
ple of this State that we shall reform es- 
isting evils, and just so far as it is neces- 
sary to accomplish that purpose they will 
consent to changes and no further ; that 
all changes that are proposed to be made 

am necessary for tho purpose 0r eradicat- 
ing existing evils will be not satisfactory 
to the people, and therefore ought not to 
be adopted by this Convention. Son 
what are the evils that have been lalkecl 
of in connection with this question of 
biennial and annual sessions 1 l’or that 
is the point of view from which wo have 
to regard it. What evils arc to be rcme- 
died by t.hischange, tbisverygreat change, 
which amounts, in fact, to a revolution ill 
the political machinery of this St&c? 
What evils are alleged, by those who ntl- 
vacate biennial elections, to exist and to 
need eradication? Simply special leg& 
lation and too much legislation. If there 
has been any other named I Irare not 
heard it. 

Uiemlial elections arc certainly not ma- 
cessnry to prevent special legislation, nor 
will it, in any material manner, aKect spe- 
oial legislation. If not necessary then fi)r 
that purpose, the argument falls to the 
ground, and hasno force whatover. It is 
very easy to prevent special legislation, oi 
certainly all improper special legislation, 
without touching elections in any one wa>- 
or another, and therefore this is not the 
proper way of correcting that evil. That 
evil is uncluestionably a great evil, and 
one which, I presume, this Convention 
will eradicate, or failing to do so, it will 
have f;lilecl to discharge the duty which 
the people aspect it to, discharyc. 

The other objection is that of too much 
legislation. The argument) of the gentle- 
man from Montgomery , (Mr. -,) if 
it has any forae at all, is against all legis- 
lation, for he says : iL(rive us just as little .” 
legislation as you can.” That argument 
wouldseem todispense \~-ithelllogislatio:~. 
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If the Legislature ofPennsylvania hasbeen 
so injurious and pernicious a body, and 
has so disgraced‘ the State as some gentle- 
men seem to think, let us, on the princi- 
ple of the gentleman from Montgomery, 
<a. -,) abolish it altogether. That 
would appear to be his remedy for the 
existing evils. The question of special 
legislation will doubtless be severely 
dealt with here, so that that point, so far 
as it relates to biennial sessions, will be 
removed from the arguments in favor of 
that plan. 

The great objection to biennial elections 
is so well stated by the gentleman from 
Allegheny county (Mr. -) that I do 
not propose to add to it except to state, 
that to my mind, it is a very great objec- 
tion to this biennial scheme ; that it will 
take away from the people the power to 
express their sentiments upon any great 
question that may arise. Take, for in- 
stance, the case of a Senatorof the United 
States. The term of office of the honora- 
able John Scott extends to March, 1875. 
Should this Convention, in its wisdom, 
submit a new Constitution to the State, in 
time to be voted for at the next election, 
and this amendment adopting biennial 
sessions shonld prevail, then the members 
of the Legislature who will vote on the 
question of who shall fill the vacancy 
caused by the expiration of Mr. Scott’s 
term will bo elected at that election which 
adopts the Constitution, and you will 
have presented the peculiar spectilcle of a 
Legislature elected in 1873 voting into 
the office of United States Senator a man 
who cannot take his seat before March, 
IST5. Are gentlemen prepared to take 
away from the people the power of ex- 
pressing their sentiments? It looks al- 
most like it, judging from the iliustra- 
tion I have given as to the election of a 
United States Senator. Just think of it; 
a Legislature elected in 1873 deciding 
upon the election of the United States 
Senator who takes his seat, in Washing- 
ton, in 18ici! Under this state of afIairs 
you will see occurring in relation to 
Pennsylvania what has occurred in Ohio, 
and other States, under this system of 
biennial elections ; you will have a United 
States Senator who will hold his seat for 
six years in disregard of the wishes of the 
people, as is no doubt the case with the 
people of Ohio, whose Senator does not 
represent the wishes of the people of that 
State, and never did for any longer period 
than six months. Under similar circum- 
stances the same thing will occur in anqf 

State, and no matter what provision you 
may make with regard to the first elec- 
tion of representatives,this thing willoccur 
in the history of Pennsylvania, that a 
Senator will be elected two years before 
hc takes his seat, and consequently when 
he does take his seat hc will not represent 
the people of Pennsylvania. 

Another argument in favor of biennial 
elections is, that we shall secure a better 
olassof representatives. That is an argu- 
ment which one gentleman makes. An- 
other gentleman follows it up, and for 
illustration, refers to some other features 
of the system and cites instances of great 
blessings coming from the systom in other 
places, and wbat great good short sessions 
are effecting, for example, in Sew Eng- 
land. That reference to New England 
was most unfortunate, for in that section 
of the country they have annual elections 
and very large delegations in their legis- 
lative bodies; besides which, in their Leg- 
islatures they have men of the highest 
grade of intelligence, capacity and experi- 
ence. In the Legislature of Massachusetts 
they educate the men who arc to sit in the 
national cabinet in the future time. It 
scarcely ever occurs that there is not 
fonnd in the Legislature of Massachusetts 
some such name as Adams, and Hoar, and 
Boutwell, and men of equal capacity. 
The reference to Kew England was, there- 
fore, most unfortunate. If we look to 
New England for an example of what 
should be done,we shall find there no talk 
of going into biennial sessions. They un- 
derstand too well there the privilege of 
having power and holding it in their own 
hands, rather than permitting men to hold 
office for two years. 

But the chief and most seriousobjection 
to this is, that it proposes an entire change 
in the machinery of the government of 
Pennsylvania. The people do not desire 
such a change ; they have no expectation 
that it will be made, and it will excite op- 
position against the work of this Conven- 
tion in every direction. 

Now, a single word as to how much 
may be trusted to the Legislature. As I 
said a moment ago, the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, bad as it is, took the initia- 
tory steps for the calling of this Convon- 
tiomwhich, it has been said,was called by 
a great popular vote. I deny the charge 
that the people of Pennsylvania-a ma- 
jority of the voters I mean-has called 
this Convention, or by any act of theirs 
expressed any approbation of it. There 
was less than a majority of the people of 
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Pennxylvania voting on t,his question, so The questilm being upon the motion, it 
that the calling of this Convention was was agreed to. 
due to this much abused and desnised So the committee rose. 
Legislature of Pennsylvania. 

When the first proposition to 0~11 the 
Convention was submitted to the Legiala- 
ture, the opponents of the nwuxwe tri- 
umphantly rose and asked what petitians 
had come from the peopleasking fbr such 
a Convention. There had not been a 
word uttered in favor of ‘any such Con- 
ventlou by any State Convention of either 
politioal party when the Legislature first 
broached the idea. 

Mr. KAINE. I move that the committee 
rise, report progress aud ask leave to sit 
again, 

IN CONVENTION. 

Mr. BLACIL Mr. President : The oom- 
mittee of the whole has had under con- 
sideration the report nfthe Committee on 
Legislature ; they have instructed me to 
report progress, and ask leave to sit again. 

Leave was granted. 
Mr. J. R. READ moved that the Con- 

vention do now adjourn, which wasagreed 
to. 

So the Convention, at one o’clock and 
fifty-three minutes, adjourned to to-mc\r- 
row morning at eleven o’olwk. 
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TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY. 

TUESDAY, Janucwy 03, 1Y73. 

The Convention met at eleven o’clock 
-4. M. 

Rev. JAMES W. CURRY o&red prayer, 
as follows : 

We acknowledge Thee, 0 God, to be the 
giver of all good. We acknowledge also 
that in Thee we live, move and have our 
continual being. We are dependent crea- 
tures, depending upon Thee for even the 
very breath WQ breathe. Therefore we 
would not presume to come into Thy pre- 
seuce this tnoruing with any merits of 
our own, or depending upon anything 
which we have done or merited, but we 
come fn the all prevailing name of Jesus, 
Thiue only well beloved Son; and for 
His sake alone we beseech Thee to ft)r- 
giVe us all the ingratitude of our hearts. 
Make us thankful for the privileges we 
eujoy this day. Make us thankful that 
we live in a land of Bibles. Make us 
thankful, 0 God, that we live in a land of 
liberty, where it is our privilege to wor- 
ship Thee according to the dictates of our 
own consciences ; none daring to molest 
us or make us afraid. Make us thankful 
also, we beseech Thee, for all the tempo- 
ral and spiritual blessings Thou art be- 
stowing upon us from day to day. To 
this end we beseech Thee, our Father 
nnd our God, to bless the Chief Rxeou- 
tive of our nation. Bless the Congress of 
the United States. Bless the judiciary of 
the United States. Bless the varioua Gov- 
ornors of the United States of America ; 
and especially, 0 God, bless the Chief Ex- 
ecutive of our own Commonwealth, en- 
tering upon his new duties, a stranger, 
perhaps, to many things. Help him to 
decide rightly and justly. Help him, 0 
God, to perform his duties with fidelity 
to Thee and the people whom he repre- 
aents. We ask Thy blessing now upon 
us as a (onvention. Be with ns in our 
deliberatiorls, and tinally save us through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

The Journal of yesterday was then read 
and approved. 

INTOXICATINQ LIQUORS. 

Mr.TunREl,Lpresented a petition from 
thec.itisensof Susquehanna county,pray- 
ing for a prohibitory clause in the Consti- 
tution against the sale of intoxicating li- 
quors, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

IN COMMITTRE OF THE WEOLE. 

The Convention then went into com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Chas. A. Black 
in the chair, and entered into the further 
consideration of the second section of the 
article reported by the Committee ou 
Legislature. 

TEffi LEQISLATIVE ARTICLE. 

The CBAIRXAN. When the committee 
rose yesterday, the question pending was 
ou the amentlment of the gentleman from 
Chester, (Mr. Darlington,) striking OIIL 
the words, “every two years,” and in- 
serting the word 6‘ annually ;” and the 
amendment to that amendment, orered 
hp the gentleman from York, (Mr. Coch- 
ran.) inserting after the word 6*annually” 
the words, “until the year 157G, and ever-v 
two years thereafter.” 

Mr. MANN. hlr. Chairman: It seems 
to me, though I do not know how it may 
strike others, that it is not good taste ft)r 
the members elected to this Convention 
to spend their time in reviling the Rep- 
resentatives elected to another body. 
This Convention owes its origin to the 
same source that gi.ves rise to tbe Legis- 
lative body at Harrisburg. I do not un- 
derstand, under thesecircumstances, how 
one body is to be composed of wise, pure 
and honorable gentlemen, and the other 
precisely the reverse. I have studied no 
school of philosophy that has taught me 
to believe that such a thingis possible. I 
therefore clearly entertain the convictiou 
that it is not good taste fur the members 
of this Couvention to indulge in such re- 
marks as hare been uttered upon this 
floor. I feel that such remarks have been 
entirely uncalled for, and that it will be 
time enough for us to assert them when 
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our work here isconcluded. It has been now remember, not a single petition was 
two and a-h;df months since this Conven- preseuted to the Legislature ;Iski!lg that 
tiou was cniled in session, and I ask any they should purge themselves of that cor- 
delegate upon this floor what result has ruptiog influence. It originated there, in 
IJceu accomplished, up lo this time, of the Legislature itself, and received nearly 
which he can feel proud. The Legisla- the unanimous vote of both Houses of 
ture of Pennsylvania is conrposed of the that body. P;early ‘every Senator and 
rrpresentativcs of the people of the State, Representative was in favor of getting rid 
and I sap, in the face of the declarations of this corrupt influence. The people, it 
thnt have been made upon this floor, that js true, supported this reform amend- 
it has ever reflected the wishes of the peo- ment, but its origin was iti tha Lcpisla- 
pie of tbe State, and has ever shown a ture ; and, as I said yesterday, this refxlr!ll 
great interest and great willingness to Convention that is now holuint: irs ses- 
represent the wishes of the people. B sions in this city, was given to the people 
few years ago the Legislature itself, by by legislative action. There were no 
its own action, seeing the corruption petitions sent up to rhe Lczislaturc, 
likely to grow out of legislating on asking for its creation, but it was thcre- 
so many subjects in the same bill, sub- sult of the honesty and inteyrity of the 
luitted an amendment \vhich prohibits meru~rers of rhe Legislature themselves 
this log-rolling business, and required that originated this movement and called 
that rhe nature of every bill should be this Convention into being. Kow, I re- 
clearly expressed in its title. ‘l’h~ rep- peat, that there can be no possible good 
resenrntives of the people submitted that in getting up an animosity or rivalry bc- 
as a reformatory erasure, and it ori- twcen this Convention and the Legisla- 
giuated entirely within the legMa- tnro of the State. But there can be 2 
rive body itself. A short time wfter- great deal of harm accoruplisbed. It wi!l 
wards they preseutcd a+her amend- l,e exceedingly unfortunate if the menu- 
~ltent to rhe peop!r, which was designrd hers of rhe Legislatureshould becomeop- 
to subservc the interests of the people posed to the work of the Cotlrenrion, as 
and correct abuses in tile lrgislative 1 o possible good can ariseout of it, nor is 
body. It prohibited the l~sage, by the there any possible necessity fbr soy such 
Legislntrlre, of any net gi-:c;ltir~g prover animosity end unfriendly feeling. Thin 
and privileges where the auiborlty IO (‘onvention can do all its work in rhe 
!drant such power or privileges h:ls been most perfect n1anner, and without any 
or may hereafter Ile conf(*rred on the sucl~ xlrragonisril. I noticed in a morn- 
w)urts of this C01111r~onwcnl~h. rL \vas to ing paper of yesterday a (-arti frolrl a 
strip itself of this great powor, but they mrmber of the present I,rgirlal.llre who 
did it in the interest of the proplc! wtu0u is looked upon by a great rrla11y pf31ple as 
they represented ; and in 161, seeing t!le ;I reforuler, and he says 1n rhnt card that 
improper influencts whi(*h had broil the Lrgislature of Pcnne~lra~~ia is XXIX- 
ilrc,ugbt to bear jn llic selrcrjnn of a ious 10 reform certain olcotioti abuses. 
Treasurer of rhis Cotllllloirwe,lltl1, they Whv should this c’onvrntiou not tlrrn 
suggested another altiendmenr to the peo- acL ‘iu harmony with rli:tt b01iy ? ‘I he 

pie, and stripped itself again of even evils which we are called upon to reform, 
“rester power--rhst of selrcrinp a person 
FJ till rho inlportant 018c.e of 

I take it from what I hare heard from the 
titate Trea- general public, mainly relate to special 

burer. And hero, Mr. Chairlnau, I desire legislation and of impllrc or fraudulens 
tcl correct the gentletnsn who *poke yes- elections. I think I bavestatcd the rhree 
lcrdar, when he said that the people of evils that called this Conventicn into be- 
this State took this power out of the hands in%:. I ask any delegate upon this floor 
of t I e Legislature. On the contrary, the if these three evils cannot be eurirely 
people of the Elato did norhing of the eradicated, root and brauch, without ore- 
kind. I had the honor to be a member acing auy antagonism to the Legisleture 
of the Legislature in l&71, and notwith- of the State? If they call, let us do it. 
standing all that has been sajd npon this Let us do our work in tho most cfftctlve 
floor, I say now that I held It to be an manner that it can 110 done. l‘licre i3 
honor, and I hold it so yet. As far as I can nothing in the way of doitlg it, aud there 



CONSTITUTIONAL COXVENTION. 411 

is not the slightest occasion for disparag- 
ing another body of equal importance anti 
of equal dignity. 

h’ow the question before the Conven- 
tion at this time is, shell the nlembers of 
the Legislntnre he elected yearly or bi- 
ennially? One of the amendments pro- 
posed to the section, as reported by Ihe 
committee, is that the poople shall bave 
this privilege for four years, anti cbcn it 
shall be taken away from them, and elect 
every two years. I am opposed to this 
nlnendment for thereasonsstated yester- 
dam, that it will cause a revolution in the 
illacbinery of government. The only ar- 
guments that have Bonn made in favor of 
these amendments are, that other Srates 
have tried this plan succrssfullg, and rbat 
it will tend to lessen the legislation of this 
State. Isubmit to the Convention, this 
Mate has been able to manage i[s own 
afitirs afrer an experienceof many Fears. 
It hits been able tn set examples, rather 
than to follow them ; and I hope it is cx- 
pnble of setting an exampie now. I have 
heard that this Convention is able to pre- 
sent to the people of Pennsylvania a Con- 
stitution that shall not follow the example 
of any other State, but that shall be an ex- 
ample fur all the other States for fifty 
years to come. No evil has been pre- 
senteLi here growing out of annual ses- 
sions. All the evils that have been poiot- 
ed to, are not the outgrowth of annual 
sessions. The objections to biennial ses- 
sio:ls have been sofullyand so lhnroughly 
stated, rbat it is not worth while to tuke 
UP the time of the Convention in repeat- 
ing them. It has been said upon this 
floor, and it has not been denied, that in 
Ohio, notwithstanding they hold bien- 
nial elections, they have had aunual ses- 
sions, and some of the members of this 
Convention, in advocating biennial elec- 
tioun, hare also advocated annual ses- 
sions. The people of Pennsylvania will 
not be content that members elected this 
fall sball legislate for them for two years 
to come. It was ascertained a few days 
ago, that if the Legislature should at- 
tempt to assemble after the election of the 
new Le;rislature, for the purposeof legis- 
lating for a single mouth upon some im- 
portant quesrion, that it woulcl be the 
source of great danger to the public peace. 
If, then, it is unsafe to allow the Legisla- 
ture to misrepresent Ihe people fur a bin- 

gle month, how much more objectionable 
w.)ulti it be toallow them to misrepresent 
the people for an entire year. Tbe argu- 
ment is irresistible. Again, it is always 
objectionable to snake great changes, un- 
lesr the arguments in their favor are clear 
and unquestionable. Better, by far, al- 
low old practices to remain as they are, 
unless there is a clear and unquestioned 
feeling, on the part of the communiry, 
that they.ougbt to be changed. Make no 
changer, unless the changes are for the 
better, I think, is ane of the soundest doc- 
trines which any Legislature can adopt. I 
have urged my views at length before the 
commiLtee, and submit: Whether, with 
all the views tbat have been brought. to 
bear in favor of the propsition, such ar- 
guments have beeti given as tosarisfy any 
reasonable mind ? If they have not, the 
amendlnent to tile amendment clearly 
ought tn be voted down, anti rhe amend- 
ment sustained. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Cbnirman : With- 
out desiring to detract from the force of 
the argument of my colleague from the 
Firsl disrricr, I desire to say to the Con- 
vention and to rhe colnmittee, that I shall 
vote for biennial elections, and against tbe 
pending anlendment, for the reasons so 
well stared by thegentleman from Colum- 
bia, by the gentleman from Indiana, ant1 
by the gentleman from Philadelphia, (Mr. 
Gowen,) who have addressed rhe Conven- 
tion, and for a reason that has not been 
stated upon the floor of this Conrenlion, 
up to this hour. It is in explanation of 
my views, that I rake the floor now, and 
desire to say to tbe comnlittee, that in ad- 
dition to tbo reasons presented so strong- 
ly and forcibly by these three gentlemen, 
I shall voraagainst the amendments, be- 
cause in our praaticnl experience in the 
Congress of the United States, annual 
sessions have proved really beneficial. 
Members or this Convention have argued 
against annual sessions and Hnnual elec- 
tions, because of the varied interests of 
our State. How is it then with the Uni- 
ted States? From the foundation of the 
government, tbe members of the lower 
house of Congress have been elected bi- 
ennially, aud to this hour, not a word of 
objection, nr,t a word of unfriendly com- 
ment has been beard, and no argument 
has been adduced in f,lvor of annual elec- 
tions fcr the members of that branch of 

> . 
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Congress. It is a system that has worked 
perfectly satisfirctory, so far as I am 
able to perceive, throughout the en- 
tire conntry, nnd are not the interests 
of the United States quite as varied 
and quite as extensive :IS those of 
our own Commonwealth ? The inter- 
ests of tho general government include 
not only those of our own Common- 
wealth, but Ihose within the whole cou!l- 
try, from M:line, on the north, to Texas, 
on the south, and from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific. Intereststhat we havenot drenm- 
cd of in onr own Commonwealth, are rep- 
resented upon the floor of the Congressof 
the United States. For these reasons, 
Mr. Chairman, I shall vote against both 
rbe amendments which havo been offered 
to this srction, and in fnvor of the propo- 
siti as it came from the Committee on 
the Legislature. 

Mr. Boun. ;\lr. Chairman : I shall vote 
fa)r bietlnial elections, and I shall follow 
rhat vote up by voting for biennial ses- 
sions. I wili do soLecause I believe there 
is st;ln~ling between the people and the 
Legislature a body of lllell known a5 poli- 
ticians, and notwithstanding genr,lenlen 
fresh from the House of l-lepresenratives 
tell 11s that there is no guile ill that isody, 
and that there is IIC) corruption there, I 
believe rhrre is. And I believe wi th him, 
the greatest, grandesr and noblest Roman 
of us all, lny friend (Mr. J. S. Black) in 
the corner bere, when he declared, R f+w 
short mouths ago, to the people of tnn 
Ullited States, that corruption was lik*a a 
tidal wave sweeping over the coulltr?, 

and was up to the very feet of the jbticli- 
ciary. I believe that if reformation is to 
begin anywhere by this booy it is in the 
Legislature. Why chonld gentlemen for- 
get that it has been said the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania, f0r the paltry sum of 
(50,000,created the Credit Mobilier corpo- 
ration, which was refused to be done by 
the Legislature of XSew York for less than 
fj200,OOO and over, by the Legislature ot’ 
Kew Jersey for less than $150,000? But 
when they g,&, over to the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, it was done Ljr the insig- 
Ilificant sum of $50,000, and then ic 
was transported to Maine, and it ran 
irs slimy course over the entire Union. 
.kyr, sir, front Alnine to the Pacific it has 
corrupteli men in the highest walks of lifti, 
as well as those in the lowest, until we 

are told by the investigations that are now 
going on that this country has been robbed 
of over $lOO,OOO,OOO. If tlizt is not glory 
enoupb fi)r the gentlemen who are in favor 
ofsucb Legis!atures as that and as we have 
had of late years, ir seems to me that their 
atllbition would be difficult to satisfy. 

I boliere, str, that if WC have biennial 
seesions one-halt’ c)f Othello’s occupation 
will i)e gone ; that the third house cannot 
subsist unless they are annually fed at the 
crib of State. I am in favor of the people 
acting directly upon this matter, in such 
a way that they sbonld get rid of these 
barn:&2 that have been hanging about 
theIn, festering, until our P:arc has be- 
oome a by-word and a rrpro;\ch. It is 
said that we should have the people near 
us; that these dear people are such that 
we should have them constantly in our eni- 
brace. \Vhy, sir, no tnan ever found fa:llt 
with electinp n President of the United 
Statesereryfouryears. That hasworked 
well anti we have had no revolution. ‘The 
gentleman from P~~tcer, (Nr. Alarm,) rho 
veteran from the illterior, tells us that if 
wechange these %+sionsfrorn annual into 
biennial sersi00ls of the Legislature it will 
work a revolntion. If it is :I revolution it 
will be a peaceable and happy one, 11 revo- 
lution in the right direction. If it is wise 
to elect mcm bers of thn Legislature annu- 
ally is it not equally wise to elect a I’resi- 
dent of the United States every year? It’ 
it is wise to elect annually, why is it not 
wise to’elect United Smtes Senators every 
year? Why not elect members of Con- 
gress annually? Why not elect our Gov- 
ernor annually, and why not bring it doau 
to every office that is held 1 

Rut. our friends on the other side say 
they are fond of frequently embracing the 
dear people. Well, if gentlemen are so 
fond of it we are affording them a maq- 
nitlcent opportunity of doing so, for the 
reason that if a man is elected b:cnnialLy 
there is a year to educate and train bim 
for his duties, and it certainly llleets the 
objection that is urged here that he will 
be going to the Legislature green and ID- 
experienced if these frequent changes are 
made. 1%~ electing a llliin every two years 
you then have one year l’or his training. 
Take tbe speeches that we have beard 
here, all of which will be faithfully rc- 
ported and put in ljrint, and read them to 
these men after their election, and it wi!l 
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give them a mighty schooling and train- 
ing. They will tell them how theyshou!d 
devote their time and service to the dt++ar 
people; how they ought to love them and 
how they ought to etrlbrace them. \Vby, 
sir, they will come fresherfrom thepeople 
in tbatway than iftbeyareeiectediu Octo- 
ber and go there in January. 

I regretexceedinglytharrnyfriend from 
Pblladelphia,(Mr. Biddle,)and I IIIUSL ni- 
verge upon this point, aud that I am under 
the necessity of votin:: dit%rently from 
him on this occasion, because I considrr 
him sound, solid and square. I atimireci 
his address; it won my heart, bur not my 
head; and when I consider his decl:lra- 
tions of love and affection for the people, 
I could appreciate ir,,becaose I know that 
he lives in this metropolis, in this proud 
dry of the State of Pennsylvania, where 
you have intelligence, intellect, culture, 
retlnement, and everything that is calcu- 
latedto adorn. Ican readilyseehowsuch 
a constituency will elect members of the 
Legislature in the future, as they have in 
the past, that hewould love to admire and 
love to behold wheu he would chance to 
visit the Legisla;ure and look upon the 
representatives from this city; he would, 
in beholding them, with foldeai arnm cie- 
dare : “Thank God that I am a Pennsyl- 
vanian; proud thst I am an American 
citizen, to have such representatives rrp- 
resenting the proud nnd noble city of 
Philadelphia [laughter] as we have here 
upon this floor.” Why, sir, he must re- 
member that he should nod be seltlsh in 

. this matter. We of the rural districts can 
enjoy no such ecstasy, for we select men 
from their farms, who have never learned 
theart andmgstergofpresentiug thedne, 
sleek appearance in the Legislature that 
the gentlemen from this city don-ho feed, 
fatten and dress so magnificently on $tjOO 
or $SOO a year. I do not wonder that he 
should be eloquent against the innovation 
of such a pleasure, and so I presume it 
will be the same way with other gentle- 
lnen who have like constituencies. 

Ko, sir. There has been nothing urged 
here that has done aught but confirm tbe 
conviction with which I c:ame into this 
lbody, that if a reformation is needed any- 

where it is in tbe Legislature. These 
gentlemen who oppose this reformation 
do not suggest. even what reformation is 
needed. I presume that if we elect lhe 

Legislature annnally, and have annual 
session*, that our Leg:slature ~111 ba in 
the future aa it has beet1 irl the p,ist, and 
tbrretore the effect will tltr that there i< 
no occasion for refijrrnation in that body. 
I atu prrfectly aware that tbrv s,ly tllst 
ttlere is to be refornr in the legislation of 
that b rdy, but bow that retiwtu is to be 
ac~~otnpli~hed, and in what way it is to be 
brougbc allout ha* never beef1 even sug- 
gestc I or poinred ollt. Indeoi I am a 
little apprehensive that !ny friend’froln 
Chester (Mr. l)arlimrton) is here op 
po3wl to every reform or ch:cnge in the 
Con*ritl,tioll. II0 seems to colxeive the 
iliea that, bccanse be was in thr last Con- 
von.ion and helped IO bmld that Consti- 
tution, the Constitution under which we 
nre now livin:: is the rock of ayes, and he 
fdncies that it is that rock of ages that 

) ou find in the hymn books, “ Rock of 
ages, rock of ages, SC.” He appears thns 
far to be against any change, for he has 
voted against everything like a change 
from the beginning of our session up to 
the present moment. IL seems to him 
that there is nothing to be clone in the 
way of refornlariou. Why, sir, if we 
vlrte here that there are to bc annual ses- 
sions of the Legislature, whxr arc we to 
rcf0rm? What is there to rotrrn Y Sure- 
ly the next most imp~~rrant thing is that 
of the judiciary, and if there be 110 rc+ 

formation neededin the Leyisbct ure sure- 
ly there will be none in the judiciarg, 
even though it be true, as my friend from 
York (Mr. T. S. Black) sags, tb:lt the 
tidal wave of COrrUptiOU has reached to 
the very feet of the judiciary. It would 
seem to me that we can wait a while, un- 
tit it gets at least knee-deep, before it will 
neetl rofixmation. 

3\‘1lw, -ir, I adtnic the importance of the 
~U~~LM~II that we have been col>sidering 

here. In my humble judgu1f.m it is the 
turning point of the action of this holy. 
I draw a line, and I think I see it die- 
tinctly that if we vote for annual sessions, 
those who vote in that way moan rbat 
there shall be no reform, and cbr~c of us 
who vote for hiennisl sessions, tar remov- 
inpthelobby-the third honso-from FIar- 
risburg and restricting their owupn:i~~,, 

will be fairly entitled to the claim of re- . 
formers in this body. Why, when last 
week the first proposition was submitted 
to this body and considered by it-1 mean, 
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sir, the sbIo report presented here by the 
genrlemafi from Centre, (Mr. hl’ Allistcr,) 
chairman of the Committee on Suff’rage, 
when that report recommended that we 
should have a spring election not only 
because it was a time honored inatiturion 
throughout the State, but because it ins 
the desire of that committee that the 
spring elections, at least, should be re- 
moved from rho slum and the mire of’ 
politics; even that proposition was op- 
posed, and who was the leader of the op- 
position? My friend, General Darlington, 
[laughter,] from Chester county. He 
rnarshslled the gallant baud-though 
slnall it was-in opposition to that time 
honored election. Hewanted all the eloc- 
tions to be held in the fall. HB thought 
there were too many elections. Now he 
wants annual elections when we ask for 
bjeriniiL 

Well, they Bmght gallantly. He is a 
I-eteran, able, equal to any emergency, 
but he went down, down, and I rejoice to 
yay by a vote that was crushing, over- 
whelming. And here I find that the 
same gentleman takes command of the 
forces in opposition to the second section 
thaG we are considering, and I find that 
he has about the same number of troops, 
the same men in his army. ‘L’rue, they 
have beon re-ur?iformed and i-e-equippad, 
but they come in here like hobling mili- 
tia, intirm, and with Inore or less of the 
invalid corps amotlg them, and they are 
now battling here upon this proposi!ion 
of the Committee on Le~isl:iture. Is it 
envy, is it jealousy, is it because that re- 
port has not emanated from the ‘right 
quarter 1 \Yhy, surely we must he above 
all considerations of that kind. \Yhy 
this criticism about grammar? Soltile 
gentleman talk here about grammar; do 
they expect us to stop and parse the ill- 
dicative mood and present rcnse? When 
a question of such vital moment and irn- 
portance is to be acted upon by rhis conl- 
mitteo let ns not decide first what we 
mean to do and then parse and fritter 
sway our time and waste our strength in 
considerations of th:rt kind. I prefer :I 
vote, and if that vote shall be in favor of 
annual sessions, then I am prepared to 
vote for an adjournment sine dze, for if 
there is no occasion for a reform in rhe 
Legislature there is no occasion for a re- 
form elsewhere, and therefore it is that I 

shall vote for biennial elections and for 
biennial sessions ; and furthermore, 1 
shall, if any gentleman moves to that 
effect, vote for an increase of the number 
of legislators, so th,tt nlen who go there 
and tempt these saints-for that is what 
we are told. The gentleman from hlle- 
ghcny (Mr. D. N. White) was in the Leg- 
islature, and hestates they were terllpted; 
that rich corporations, presidents of great 
railroads come therewith bagsof gl)ld and 
tempt them to swerve from their dut,v 
and buy their votes-they will have coo 
many saints to buy. 

I am not going to stop to discuss the 
question whether the seducer or the se- 
duced is the greater sinner, no more than 
I shall discuss the question whether the 
thief or the receiver is fhc greatest crimi- 
nal. All I know is, that both evils exist, 
and I furthermore know that they will be 
deferred to every two years instead of 
every one pear. Furthermore, I know 
that the occupation of these men will be 
gone, and then the people will have free 
access to their members of the Legisla- 
ture, and all legiriinate legislation can be 
accomplished without the instrumentali- 
ty of these intermediate men. 

I doubt not, sir, that there hdve bee11 
men there who liare offered large sums 
of money for legislation. The atmos- 
phere is filled with it. The ubinds of the 
people of the State are thoroughly im- 
bued with id, and they expect :I change. 
What account can we render to our peo- 
ple when we go homo and swy that the 
Legislature, which has been regarded as 
corrupt, and as needing reformation more 
than anything in the State, has bron acts- 
ally fastened upon them for ttle future, 
by continuing annual sessiot,s and annu- 
al elections, so that it of necessity follows 
that they shall havo the 8ame legislation 
in the future as in the past. 

I maintain that this is the pivot upolt 
which this mattcris to turn, as to whether 
we are to be successful in our reformn- 
tion. T care not ahotrt expense, because. 
RS I have alrently intimared, I shall vote 
for an iocre;lse of the number of mem- 
hers of the Legislature, although the 
comnlittee has not recommended it. I 
shall do so because ic is a I~OLOV: ~8s fact 
rhat in the eastern States, whrr ! !hey 
have legislative ho&s, large in 1,1~1~1- 
ber, we never hear of Legislatures being 
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bought and sold. We do not hear of an 
eastern Senator being bought through the 
Legislature, as we have heard of them 
being bought through the Pennsylvania 
Legislature. Why? Because, if our 
number of representatives is doubled, you 
will see, sir, that the amount of money 
required to go around to that additional 
number will become exceedingly thin be- 
fore it reaches the last one, and will hard- 
ly be adequate to gobble up a body of 
such a size; and therefore, as another 
safeguard and protection, I shall vote for 
an increased number of the members of 
the Legislature. And more, I shall vote 
for a large increase of pay over and above 
that reported by the committee, because 
it is the plain duty of the people who ask 
their pubilc servants to serve them to pay 
them a competence sufficient for the sup- 
port of themselves and their families 
while they are in the discharge of 
their public duty. If you do not, it 
is a tacit invitation that they shall 
steal the balance of their livelihood, 
and I am in favor of no such measure as 
would tempt men or induce them to 
swerve from their high trust. 

Mr. HAY. Mr. Chairman: It is not my 
purpose lo lengthen the discussion upon 
this subject. It has already continued, it 
seems to me, long enough for all praoti- 
ral purposes, and the minds of the mem- 
bers must be pretty well made up by this 
time, jf they were not before, how they 
propose to vote, and I dislike, for one, 
17ery much, to see the discua4on of any 
subject continued here, after a substan- 
tial agreement has been reached ; but, as 
two of my colleagues from the county 
which I, in part, represent, yesterday an- 
nounced themselves in favor of aunual 
elections and annual sessions of the Legis- 
lature, I deem it my duty, as represent- 
ing, in part, the same district, to say that 
the members from that district are not 
agreed upon that question. Of my own 
mind, I am firmly convmced that it is 
necessary for us to have biennial elections 
of members of the Legislature, and bieu- 
nial sessions also; as that question has 
been discussed in connection with the 
other, I also will express my opinion up- 
on it. 

I believe this is one of thqse questions 
which has been argued by the people 
themselves, and I believe that it is one of 
the things which was most clearly and 

most decidedly in their own view, when 
this Convention was called and the mem- 
bers elected. I belieye that the people of 
my own section of the State, and I believe 
also that a majority of the thoughtful, in- 
telligent citizens of this Commonwealth, 
ivhen they voted to call this Convention, 
and to elect members, did so with the 
firm determination that this should be one 
of the reforms that they desired to be ac- 
complished. I believe that they had that 
clearlyin view when this Convention was 
called; and I do not think that we can 
properly disregard the will of the people 
upon this or any ot.her subject. I do not 
believe in pandering to any feelings of 
sentiment, but I do believe that if we can 
ascertain what the will of the people is, it 
is our duty, as representatives of them, 
to endeavor to see it carried into effect. 
I have no idea t.hat we can, by sitting here 
any length of time, discover universal 
panaceasforgoverntnental ills. I have no 
such belief; but I do believe that it is our 
tnain duty here, not to make discoveries 
or inventions, but to put into the form of 
wise constitutional provlsions, the will of 
the people upon these subjects. So far as 
I have been able to ascertain that will, it 
is in favor of biennial sessions, and also 
biennial elections, I do not know of any 
subject upon which it has seemed to me 
that the people were more united than the 
lessening of the number of the sessions of 
the Legislature. 

It is not necessary to recapitulate any 
of the arguments that have been argued 
here, either for or against tho amend- 
ment. It seems to me that there can be 
hardly anything more said on the sub- 
ject, and I only desire to give my own 
views in consequence of the action of my 
colleagues upon this question. For my- 
self, I am in favor both of biennial elec- 
tions and biennial sessions of the Legis- 
lature, with certain rest.rictions, which I 
will presently mention. 

Mr. TEMPLE. Mr. Chairman : My friend 
frotn Montgomery (Mr. Boyd) and my- 
self agree as to what should be the result 
of the action of the Convention upon this 
question, but I cannot agree with his 
reasoning upon it. 

I do not .believe that it should be the 
object of this Conventiou to pass any un- 
necessary criticism upon the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania. I do not think it be- 
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comes the dignity Of this body to do that. Legislature to meet the exigencies of the 
If there are not good and sufficient rea- occasion. We all know that if such a 
sons why the present Constitution of great exigency as this should arise it 
Pennsylvania should be changed in that is within the power, and 1 trust this Con- 
clireetion, we should leave it as it is. The vention will leave it in the power, of the 
argument of the gent.lemnn from Mont- Governor to convene an extra session of 
gomery (Mr. Boyd) is based entirely the Legislature, whenever he may deem 
uPon the fact of the present corruption of it proper, giving the reason for the as- 
the Legislature. He seems to think that sembling of the same. 
they are so, because a certain class Of peo- Therefore, you can see that those gen- 
pie in Pennsylvania are eaay of access, tlemen who are in favor of biennial clec- 
and ready to be purchased at any time tions and of annual sessions of the Legls- 
that the politicians may think proper to lature, have no real good substantial 
approach them. NOW, if the reformations ground to base their arguments nl~n. 
which are expected by the people from Why should we not place it in the Con- 
this body, are inaugurated: if other re- stitution, that if WC have biennial elec- 
formations in reference both to the Legis- tion we shall have bi&nnial sessions of 
latare and to the judiciary, and to other the Legislature, $ving to the Governor, 
branches of our government take place, however, the high privilege of calling cx- 
then the very arguments used by gen- tra sessions when he may deem it necen- 
tlemen here in favor of these biennial sary for the public good, setting out, in 
sessions, I think, fall to the ground, for his proclamation, the reasons for calling 
the reason that, if there 1s a reformation such extra session ; and I would have it 
which takes place, which will lead to the go so far as to give a specification of all 
selection of honest representatives of the laws or enactments to be passed upon by 
people, then there is no fear, in my judg- that extra session. 
ment, of separating the Legislature too Kow, Mr. Chairman, another qaestion 

far from the people. Whyshould there be 
a fear of electing honest and competent 

arises, which is as to whether biennia1 
sessions of the Legislature will remove 

persons in 187F, who should hold their any further from the people eithor house 
Positions, as legislators, for the term of Of the Legislature; whether that great 
two years? If they are honest and incor- 6‘ bulwark,” as my friend from Montgom- 
ruptible, there is no necessity of warning ery (Air. Boyd) called it--the “ thud 
them against the approaches of these poli- 
ticians. If they are corrupt, if they are 

house” of Legislature, will be removed 
f 

dishonest men, they will seek out the 
rom the Capitol at Harrisburg. h’o 

amount of lobbying can ever reach the 
“third house,” as it has been called ideas and the votes of an honest and in- 
here by certain s:entlemen, and they will corruptible legislator. If a man is bon- 
not wait to be sought for by the persons 
composing that “third house.” 

est no man would ever approach him. 
As the gentleman from Allegheny (Mr. 

Therefore you will see that it altogether D. N. White) said the other day, if a 
depends upon the honesty and competen- man is honest and competent, the very 
cy of persons whoare selected for the Leg- moment the hoad of a railroad corpora- 
islatnre. If we select honest and compe- tion went to him with his bag of gold, 
tent men to represent us in the Legisla- and said I want you to do something that 
ture of Pennsylvania-and by saying is against the interesrs of the people of 
this, I cast no reflection upon the present this State-he would have beanspurned ; 
Legislature or the Legislatures which and the very fact that he did not do it, 
have existed heretofore-if we elect hon- the very fact that he gave it his puusi 
est and competent men, what possible consent or approval, is sufficient to con- 
reason can there be given why these per- demn him in the eyes of honest men, and 
sons should not be elected for a term Of place him in the very category of the 
two. years? Some persons say they are man who o&red him the bag of gold. It 
scparatod so far from the people that lies dcoper t,han the question as to whether 
there might be great aud important ques- we shall have biennial sessions of the 
tions arising within the two y&s, and it Legislature. It rests with tho people, 
would demand the election of another after all. this great fundamental princi- 
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pie which we arn discussing rests with 
the people of rhis Comulonwe.lltil, HS to 
whether it is going to do good or harm 
if adopted as part of this Con titlltion. 
If ‘the people are snre that they are ele& 
ing honest and conlpetent men to the 
Legislati:re they cannot fear any ill, or 
any ill-advised lcglsiation. 

As I said in the tirst place,1 am in favor 
ofrhispropositiorlfr)rasIvther rrasonwhich 
I intended tohave mentibned, but it has 
been so well said by my colleague from 
Philadelphia (Mr. Simpson) tba~ I deem 
it unnecessary to mention it at this time. 
I think the people look to us for a change 
in this direction. Some gentlemen on 
the floor say that it has never bean called 
for by the people. I think that a very 
grave mistakeforanygtntlennan to ulake, 
Mr. Chairman, for the people of this Com- 
monwealth have disrussed it. They 
have said that they have had ten, 
ni uch lrgielatlon. Some gentlemen say 
it is as easy for persons interested 
in legislation to go LO Harrisburg uu- 
utr rhe new system as ir. has been under 
the old. I kuuw that. is the tease; it is a 
uutorious ficc that certain prrs~ns are en- 
gaged in Harrisburg Qvery winter, or 
whenever the Legislature is iu session, in 
the ttiixt either to obtain legislation, or, 
as tile language 18, to be “let alone ” by 
other parties. When all this ahall have 
been done away \\ilh, when the peuplg 
cd the Stare elect honest and cumpeteut 
men, they can have uo fear of special or 
corrupt :epiularion. 

Another questlon asked here is this: 
Have the peuplc, by any signiticxut act or 

uenland, ever asked any such a change 
as this? I believe that r?uch a resc,lutil,n 
has never been o&red in the Legislature 
--at least it never has to uby krlowledgr. 
I believe there have been no peririons or 
memmak sent up for it, but the Legis- 
lature has given the people the opportuni- 
ty of decloing whether a Convonrion 
should be called or not. The Convention 
was called, anu being here in session we 
ought to uo the very best that we can for 
tbe people. 

Something has been said hrre of the 
“trainiug” of the Legislatura ; al,d I heard 
no lass uistit~gulshecl a gentleman than 
thegenrlernnnfrom Columbia (Mr. Buck- 
alew) use language to the effect that it 

27 

was necessary that legislators should be 
trained for their Irusiness. I confess thirr. 
such languape is entirely inconlprchensi- 
ble IO me. I van well understand why 
students, who are direcli.lg their atterl- 
tiolk to certain ends, should need training; 
and I can also well undcrsrand why per- 
sons endeavoring to a( quire some tracie, 
should need triliniug; but why legisl.t- 
~ors should be trained, why pers~,ns who 
are selected from the yrewt body of the 
people, to make laws for Ihem-men who 
ought 16 be selecteli fc r ,their honesty, iu- 
tegrity and ability, should first be trained 
before they can prrform their duties, is a 
proposition I cannot urldrr+tand. If my 
friends mean hy “ training” the mere ac- 
quisition of knowledge pcrraitling to the 
clerical portion of their clutleu, that is of 
course another thing; but I beg gentle- 
men to consider the fact, thar. It is tt:ix 
“ tmioing” of legislators that has oalrsed 
all the evilsof legislarionin rhis Stateand 
others. Those who have gone to 111~ Capi- 
tol aud sllrrl unded the lrgislarors, art: 
those “trainetr” nlrn who hare trainell 
the representatives froul the path of hon- 
esty and uiveneu rl:em from their tint!-. 

Let these gentlemen elected by the pea- 
ple have gt.od coulmon sens?, and if per- 
Ilgitted in quiet IO go 10 Harrihburg and 
attrnd to their bu,cinesP, a11 would be well. 
And when a bill is preseuted fix the coo- 
sideration of ohs Legislature, the repre- 
sentative would take that bill and scru. 
trnize it, and make up his mind whether 
it is for the good of the people or not; let 
him vote as his intelligence and his con- 
science direct, without this ourside infltl- 
eucr,either bycorporarionsorindividuals. 
If this xere aone, sir, we would not have 
half so much dishonest and ill-advise<+ 
legislation. Therefore, when I hear geu- 
tleulen use the word “ rraininp,” in ~)n- 
nec4lon with the Legislature, it strikes 
me that it is a peculiarly unhappy ~4 
to be used in thaL connectton, and onerbat 
should not be tlrouuht within the eorlnc 
ciis of this hall. 1 do not believe in train- 
ing legisiators. If men are ~OIW~L, they 
km.w their duties; and if they ane uot 
honest, they are rhe more susceptible to 
these outaide H icked influenm. We do. 
nor ua~tt men who are 1ialJe DII ba taken 
iu halId and ‘* bl ilincd” iu thts manner,. 
aLd who will permiL “txain,vrs" to,ap- 

preach them. 
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I am, therefore, in fitvor of the article 
as submitted by the commtttee. 

Mr. DE FRANCJE. Mr. Chairman: I 
have only a word or two to say on this 
subject. I shall vote for the amendment 
of the gentlaman frotn York (Mr. Coch- 
ran.) 

Speaking of the corruption of the Leg- 
islature, I am quile sure that when the 
expression is used it is not with the inten- 
tion of hurting anybody’s feelings here. 
Certainly it is not intended tbar gentle- 
men upon this floor should be stigmatized, 
or should consider himself at all affected, 
by the remarks on this subject. I should 
presume that fully a quorum of tne mem- 
bers of this Convention have served, at 
one time or anoth0r, io the State Legisla- 
ture ; and hence it would be a grave tnis- 
understanding if gentlemen were to feel 
rhemselvea personally affected by the ob- 
servations regarding the troubles in the 
Legislature. 

Referring to these troubles I will quote 
a retnark made by tire Secretary of this 
Colnmonwealth iti1 a little booknow lying 
on my desk. He says : “When the Leg- 
lslature meets, and long before, the mem- 
bers elect are besieged by the candidates 
and their friends ; and it is notorious that 
the legislators are bought and sold in the 
unseetnly and disgraceful scramble which 
occurs at Harrisburg at the annual elec- 
tion for State Treasurer.” 

It may not be improper to refer to that. 
It would seem that the members of the 
Legislature are got at in very different 
ways. According LO the account of my 
friend from Delaware, (hlr. Broomall,) 
they are besieged frown all quarters, and 
are attacked directly and indirectly ; and 
therefore it will be no slight portion of 
r)ur duty to fix such provisions in the 
Constitution as will neutralize these in- 
fluences as far as possible, in the nratter 
of restricring special legislation. 

In regard to the article now before the 
House, it serms to me we ought to give a 
good deal of wright to the recornmenda- 
rions of the corrmmtee. That report has 
11ren made by gentlemen of thought and 
espcrience, and who have carefully con- 
-.slclered the points involved in the consid- 
eration of ths question now before us. I 

-shall therefore vote for the article as it 
i’;)mes to us from the Committee on Leg- 
.iAuion. It occurs to me that there is no 

very great amount of reason in this oppo- 
sition to biennial sessions and biennial 
elections. There are, I believe, twenty- 
two St&es out of the thirty-seven com- 
posing the Union which have biennial 
sessions, and they seetn to work well. If 
one election and one session every two 
years will do for our State, it will be much 
cheaper and mu(*h better, for it will do 
away, to a great, extent, with this “ rbird 
house .’ influence which does so much 
harm now. I believe some gentleman 
has said that the biennial scheme has not 
worked well in Ohio. Well, I live within 
twelve miles of the Ohio line, and have 
lived there all my life, and have not heard 
a word of the cornplaints that are spolren 
of here about the calling of special se% 
sious. I think it works well, and I know 
of nobody who favors a change back to the 
old plan. 

One word more about this legislative 
corruption. When I say that the Penn- 
sylvauia Legislature has acted corruptly, 
I do not mean, for a moment, that the dis 
tiuguished gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. 
White,) or the no less distinguished gen- 
tlemanfrom allegheny,(Mr.D.N.White,) 
has either of them acted corruptly. The 
very reverse is true. There are many 
most honoraole and high minded gentle- 
men in that body. But, notwithstanding 
this, the strictures are correct so far as 
they appip, to those who are neither hon- 
orable nor high minded, nor even com- 
monly honest. If, then, the biennial 
scheme is a help, or likely co prove a nelp 
in purifying the legislative body, let us 
by all means adopt it. 

h%r. HUNSICKER. I do not desire to 
participate in this discussion ; and in the 
few words I have to say, I shall not oo- 
cupy the time of the committee with the 
main subject matter of the debate. I 
think the subject has been very fully dls- 
cnssed, and chat the debate should be 
concluded by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Legislature (Mr. M’Veagb.) 

But I rise, sir, to deprecate this etfort 
to antagonize the Legislature against this 
body. I think the remarks have been 
entirely out of place and out of caste; 
and I do not see that they have been call- 
ed for by anything that has transpired. 

This Convention would never have 
been convened had ic not been for the 
Legislature of Pcunsylvania. In lS70 
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they passed an act submitting to the peo- 
p e the question whether there should or 
not be a Convention called to draft 
amendments to the Coustitution. That 
movement was seconded by the people. 
So, sir, it was that Legislature that set 
this ball of reform in motion. I take it 
that every member on this floor can vote 
either for or against biennial terms or 
sessions without reflecting, in the sllght- 

, degree, upon rhe character of the repre- 
sentatives of the State in the Legislature. 
That there have been corruptions in the 
Legislature of this and other States is 
admitted, and aduritted even by the Leg- 
i&ture itself; but that that body is 
composed of the corruplest and foulest 
members of the community is an asper- 
sion which I think is unjust, unfounded, 
if indeed, I may not say malicious. I 
think it comes with an ill grace from us, 
as the representatives of the people, to 
come here and hold up our hauds in high 
and holy horror at the corruptions of an- 
other representative body representing 
the same people as we do, and thus, by 
implication at least, averring our owu im- 
maculate purity. 

This Convention ought to be in har- 
mony with the law-making power of this 
Commonwealth. Let this Convention do 
its duty, and present such a Constitution 
as will meet the requirements and appro- 
bation of the people. Let it reform the 
abuses, and inaugurate a frame of gov- 
ernment, which will protect the people 
from the encroachments of power, and 
make them securd in the possession and 
enjoyment oftheir rights ; and let us cease 
this abuse of the Legis‘ature, and then 
when our work is presented to the people 
for their action, we will have au all. in- 
stead of an antagonist in the Legislature. 

I desire, sir, to disown any antagonism 
or hostility to the Legislature in casting 
my vote for biennial terms and sessions. 

JIr. H. G. SMITH. Mr. Chairman : I do 
not rise to take part in the general discus- 
sion of the subject now before the oom- 
mittee. I shall not undertake to defend 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania from the 
charges of corruption which have been so 
freely brought against it, nor shill1 I add 
to the long list of accusations already 
made. I merely desire to correct a mis- 
take made by the humorous and sarcas- 
tic gentleman from Montgomery, (J. W. 

, 

Ropd,) in regard to the origin of the Credit 
Mobilier company, which is now under- 
going investigation before committees in 
both houses of Congress. 

The gentleman declared that the mana- 
gers of the Credit Mobilier tirst applied 
to the New York Legislature for a char- 
ter and were refused, though they proffer- 
ed a bribe of three hundred thousand 
dollars; that they next went to the Legis- 
lature of New Jersey, with a heavy bribe 
in their hands, and were again repulsed ; 
and that they then bought up the Penn- 
syivauia Legislature for one-sixth of the 
sum which had been refused by the Legis- 
lature of New York. It is true that rhe 
Credit Mobiiier company was organized 
under a charter passed by the Penus\-& 
vania Legislature, bud that charter was 
not obtained in the manlier stated by the 
gentleman from AMontgomery. 

I have lately come into possession of 
the true history of the origin of the oor- 
poratioo, which is just now tbe cause of 
so much scandal in high places, and it is 
substantially this: A prominent derno- 
cmtic politician of this Scare, who has 
held the position of Chief Clerk in both 
houses of our State Legislature, met Mr. 
Duff’ Green, on one occasion, and &lr. 
Green was, as usual, full of speculative 
theories. His pet hooby, upon the ocoa- 
siorl referred to, was a project for creating 
iu this country a corporation similar to 
the Credit Mobilier of France. The pram- 
tical Pennsylvania poiitician seized upon 
the ideasof Mr. Green, and fratctedachar- 
ter for a company, hearing the title of the 
Credit Mobilier. The bill was slipped 
quietly and without opposition through 
the Pennsylvania Legislature, and no m+ 
ney w&s paid to secure its passage. The 
charter was very comprehensive, confer- 
ring the most ample powers, anI1 capable 
of being applied to almost any corporate 
purpose. A meeting of the corpor&ors 
was held in the city of Philadel+ia, :atltl 
a boardof directors chosen. AU rhis board 
did was to vote each director thirty shares 
of iLpaibup” stock, at one thousand viol- 
lars a share, with the privilege of taking 
a still larger amount at its par value. 
The ciirectors, being upon the ground floor 
of the concern, did not pay anything like 
full value for the “paid up” shares which 
they voted to themselves. At a sul,se- 
quent meeting of the directors the na:ne 
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of the company was changed to rhe Penn- 
sylvania Fiscal Agency ; but this agenr>y 
never engaged in any enrerprise. All this 
happened before provision had bc%m made 
by Congress for building the Pacific rail- 
rOtId. When thxc enterprise WTOS und r- 
taken, soule enterprising individual stole 
tile charter of the dormant Fiscal Agency, 
together with the stock-book and other 
papers belonging to the cor~~rn. The 
purloiner of these seemingly valueless 
things carried rhem over to the city of 
New York, and fold them to the men who 
organized, upon a stolen charter, the colli- 
pany which, under rhename of Credit Mo- 
t3ier,operate8i so largely xnci so profitably 
within the Pacific railro;td company. To 
get rid OF the *‘paid up ” stock which the 
Pennsylvania directorshadvoteri tllthern- 
selves, was an object wirh the new pos- 
sessors of the charter, and they employed 
an sgenb to buy up thesesh:~rrs, The gen- 
tlrm:~n whofrarned the bill, aud passed it 
through the Prnnsylvani;l Leg~slaturc, 
sold his thirty shares of “paid up” stock 
for the insignificant sum of two hundred 
aud seveuty dollars. He iuformeci me 
that he once took the trouble of cour161g 
up how much the shares he sold, aud rhe 
addition:rl shares he was enrirled to re- 
ceive at par vdlue, would have amounted 
to when Credit ;\lobilier stock was at its 
highest. His calcularion %loted up $I,- 
lOu,OOO, r,o account being raken Iby hill1 of 
sdrne oud rhousands of dollars. 

This is a veritable history of the origin 
of the C’redit Mobilier company, which 
has inv(Jved in the intricate meshes of 
its inicluitous proceedings so many mem- 
bers of ( ongress, and covered someof the 
,110~ prominent among them with shame 
and disgrace. The story is a strange one, 
but I tell it as J received it from the framer 
of the charter, and there is no reason for 
doubting his statement. ‘I he Pennsyl- 
vania Legislature has 8’11s enough to ans- 
wer four, and no unfotlnded accusation 
should bt: brought against that body.- 
\Vh:trever else it may have been guilty 
of, it cannot be ju&y charged with hav- 
ing sold itself to the num;rgers of the 
Credit ,\Iobilier for Ihe paltry sum of 
fifty thoas:mtl t~ollar~. The charter, un- 
der which that oryanizi&ion carried out 
its nctrious schemes, wus stolen bodily, 
as I have stated, and sold for an insignifi- 
~‘ant sum of money. IL was similar to 

skeleton charters which have been frc- 
qucntly pressed through the Pennu? l- 
vunia I.cgislature, sometimt?r by III~III- 
brrs and sometimes by lobbyists. I r~- 
member being upon the floor&the .*tate 
Senate one day, when an incspericnccd 
country member introduced four or Bre 
biHs, providing for such charters, in one 
batch. That was entirely too much fi)r 
the gravity of the Senate, and all the I)iilti 
were laughed out of the chamber. Tbesr 
skeleton charters contain the lnolt 1ibr.1 I 
grantsof corpomte p:‘wcrs. They MO :I:‘- 
titles of mc~rchan(rise, and you can ~‘1 to 
certain parties iu this tit?, and elsewhere. 
and bny a chrrter, under mhlch :tIItuw 
any conceiv.\ble busincas nlay be c;iriic~d 
OR. The expecter1 action of this (‘~~nvo,~- 
tion, limiting the powers of the I,egi%lu- 
ture, may h*ve increased the pri,‘c: of 
tbcsc skeleton charters, but they II:~vc~ 
herctofbre )xen hawked alxxlt ;I!. vctr:; 
cheap rates. One duty of thin (‘~~nvon- 
tjon mill be, to provide thtit a11 sncl~ (,11:1r- 
tcrs shall become invalid, unless Icglti- 
mate ol)erationx shall have beguu unller 
them bet;lre a certain date. Yu~h a pro- 
vision woul(l be wise, and will uoul,t,ess 
be made. 

Mr. CK4ra. Mr. Chairman: If I bad 
heretofore oKcl clerl I)p makin:: 111yself 
too often heard in this Conventitrl,, I 
would not nom intrude mpseif ulxjn it at 
a time when It is weary. On this s\ll)je(at 
there is much that might be said wtticll 
has not been said-muc.h has bee11 N:L~(\ 
which ought not to have been saitl, x114 
much which, to my mind, is total\? ir- 
relevant to Lhe question before us. 

I do not tbink thet whatever sys~cm 
may beadopted--Mbether bienniul or an- 
nual, either as to elections or ar to ses- 
sions-that the millenuiurn will come iti 
the one case or chaos in the other. 

It is a subjrct which naturally rcs4x7cs 
itself into three depxrtments. E‘irsL, *hall 
this c:c,nvention endeavor toobtnin :I 113gl1- 
er standard of intelligence in the ui;rttcl 
of le,$sl;~tiorl ? Second, shall WC cllde v- 
or to obtain a higher standard elf 11,~ six- 
tive virtue? Third, how sb:dl VI: ijest 
conform legislation to the public rvill ? 
I do not hesitilte to sound here the key- 
note of my pie’ce, by stating thut I aln 
unqualifiedly in fdvor of biennial ctrc- 
tions and annual sessions; al~tl I trust 
that I am able to give a reast,lk for the 
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hope End faith that are within me. I1 
III;L~ not seem conclusive to the minds of 
other getltlemen, but it is satisfdetory to 
myself. 

The first of these three questions-as 
to whether we shall atrempt the attain- 
ment of a higher scandardof intelligence 
in the Legislature-naturally, also, di- 
vides irself into three departments. In 
the first place we are to consider the effect 
of each syatem upon the people ; then its 
eEect upon the representative; aud lastly 
upon the legislation which is to result. 

In relation to the first of these points, 
we naturally direct our attention to ex- 
perience as our best guide and teacher. 
It has been stated by one of the Iuembers 
ot this Convention, whoveryappropriate- 
ly called atteution to the fact, that we 
elect our representatives to Congresa foi 
the term of two years. The gentleman 
Itlight have added that the interests in 
furtherance of which Congress legislates 
are no dearer to the hearthsand hon~es of 
ttle people of Pennsylvania than are the 
interests legislated upon by the Logisla 
ture of our own State. Yet they are 
elrcted for two years, and no man has 
ever thought that any evil could arise 
from sdch a systeni. 

In the next. place we elect our Senators 
for the term of three years, to perform 
prccise:y the same labor and the same 
duties which are performed by the rep- 
saseutarive. And we are here informed, 
by a yentlemsn who should know, that 
the Senaie is a conservative body. It is a 
check upon the ignorance an 1 upon the 
errors of the more popular body. Now, 
if it be wise to elect a Senator for three 
years, and the effect of such term is to 
snake him a conservative, then by the ap- 
plication of the argument, mathematical, 
which is so great a favorite on the other 
side of this chamber, we would expect it 
to be equally successful in making con- 
servative those elected to the other House. 
And I should therefore say we ought to 
elect the representative for two years. 
And why? Iwill spoekof itseffect upou 
the people. The firsr subject of consider- 
ation which presents itself to the minds 
of the people, when they come to select 
their Senator, is, that he will have to serve 
them for a period of three years, aud that 
it will not do to make any mistake in the 
selection of a man who is to serve them 

for so long a period. The effect of this 
plan, therefore, upon the people, is topro- 
duct: care in the seiection of their repre- 
sentative when his term is extended. 
Hut as it isnow, just iook at it. Whyany 
bummer who can make himself disagree- 
able st a township election has beer1 
thought fit to become a candidate for the 
Legislature ; and I agree to that judg- 
ment-for it is well known that the mem- 
bers of the Legislature have had nothiug 
to do brat sit quietly in their seats and see 
that a motiun is made when their little 
local bill comes before the House. Can 
any mnn who has had the misfortune to 
sit in that body easily forges how these 
little matters are passed through rhe 
Legislature? I sse a smile overspread- 
ing the countenance of our honorable 
Clerk. And well it may, when he remem- 
bers how he has sat, as I havedone, week 
after week, and witnessed the process of 
special legislation. It does not require a 
high standard of intelligence to sit in the 
Legislature and enact speciul laws under 
the system there practiced. But the rea- 
soning which would not disturb the an- 
nual electio&s would not disturb the sys- 
temof special legislation under which our 
State has grown great, and rich, and pop- 
ulous, and the great energy of the Com- 
monwealth been developed. 

As to the representative himself, elected 
for two years, he has ample opportuuicy 
to sit down and master the study of the 
great questions which are to come before 
him. I3ut the representative elected for 
only one year has no time or opportumty 
to investigate these subjects. He says to 
himself, therefore, that he zoiZ2 not, and 
he does not. 

We have been practicing under the an- 
nual system for a great many years, and 
nothing is more generally conceded than 
that it has not. been a success in elevating 
the standard of legislative intelligence. 

Let us now turn to the question of how 
we shall obtain a higher standard of iegis- 
lative virtue. And here I must be per- 
mitted to enter my protest against this 
wholesale denunciation of the members 
of the Legislature. As good men as live 
and breathe to-day in this Commonwealth 
have been members of that Legislature, 
and have been maligned and abused as 
rhe greatest rogues that have ever sdt in 
it. The laws of a country are the result 
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of the average sentiment of the country. 
They are a fair index to the averageof in- 
tellect and of morals in the State. The 
people are the masters. and their servants 
will be like the masters. This is unpal- 
atable ; it is unpopular; but I say, sir, it 
is truth. Who is there to stand before 
this Convention and the people, and to 
confe.ss the sins of the people? Not one. 
Yet there lies the root of all this evil.. It 
is our demoralizing, our disgraceful sys- 
tem of electioneering. Everything is ao- 
vomplished by money ; Love of money and 
avarice, which, when it takes possession 
of the human soul, leaves no room for 
virtue; it takes possession of the whole 
man. It is the love of money which js 
the root of all evil. This is the insane 
root of which our people have eaten. It 
is the prolitio cause of all our legislative 
griefs and sorrows and humiliations. 

h’ow, sir, if a docror were called to treat 
a Case of periodical fits, and reduced the 
recurrence of these fits to one-half, he 
would think that he had accomplished a 
triumph which would make him famous 
in his profession : and if we, sir, can re- 
duce these periodical fits of de$oralization 
of the people into one-half the number, 
we will have accomplished a triumph for 
which the people will be grateful. Let us 
Ireat our diseased body politic precisely as 
the doctor would treat the diseased physi- 
cal body, I hnow of no olher nostrum 
which we can administer, in this case, 
which will come so near reaching the case 
as the one proposed. That ir sim.nly rhat 
thrsespiritswho delight to revel in the dr- 
moralization and debauchery of elections 
~hnll not have such frequent opportunities 
to engage in our annual row. Why, the 
very purpose of separating the fall alec- 
rion from the spring election was that we 
should have one 1iLtle elrctiou in which 
there should be no such demoralization. 

Rut then how shall we best conform 
legislation to the public will? And here 
iL seems to me that a great mistake is 
made. What is thepublic will? It is not 
every fluctuating wind that blows where- 
soever it listeth and no mwn can tell 
whence it cometh or whither it go&h. It 
is noL every whim or caprice or prejudice 
which may find entrance into the minds 
of the people. It is no8 every explosion 
of passion which may cloud their intel- 
lects. It is not every mistake into which 

they may fall, or error into which they 
may be led by demagogues. It is not I 
every expressiom of impatience, for at1 
these things belong to the renancy frown 
year to year, which have been our law 
and our practice in the past, and which 
gentlemen desire to continue. Thepopa- 
lar will is none of these fleeting and fan- 
cied and fluctuating things, but it is th;it 
conviction of their understanding which 
comes of the sober, second thought, wherl 
they have had time for reflection, for pas- 
sions to co14 down. It is that steady 
growth in knowledge and in wisdoul 
which comes of long continued thought 
and of application to a particular subject. 

Then I will add, sir, that the represen- 
tatives might come together annually, 
that they may consult upon the great in- 
terests of Peunsylvwnia. A frequent re- 
currence to the principles of liberty is 
said to warln the human heart on that 
subject, and the frequent re urrence to 
the nterests of the State will inform the 
understanding about that which is to he 
done. If we adopt biennial clectlons, the 
people have time if they make a mistake 
to re-trace their steps. The popular will 
is nor every outburst of passion and pre- 
judice and whim and caprice, butall these 
things are represented, as I said, in the 
tenancy fro111 year to Jear, and are not 
represented in the s~ste~ of Celrnial 
eieccions. 

Kow, sir, as I anticipated, the machin- 
ery of my throat, whi h has been derang- 
ed for days, will not hold out to say more, 
and I suppose you are glad of it. I con- 
clude ~1) pl%Ce, therefore, like all good 
music with the key-note, biennial eleu- 
tions and aunual sessions. 

Mr. MACVEAOH. Mr. chairman : Ic 
appears rhitt there is no orher persou who 
desires the floor, and I rise therefore wiLh 
a diffidence which is not aEectetl, to close, 
thus debare. IL has taken a wide range 
and I, at least, am glad that it has don: 
so. The cotnruitree has been privileged 
to listen co gentlemen of gredt experience 
and of greaL soilicy, who gave their rea- 
sons for the fairh they enterttrined. Yet 
I cannot forbear encreating the members 
of Lhe committee who have couoe~ved it 
to be their duty to oppose this seorion of 
the report, not only to give me tbe poor 
trihute of confidence in rrly sincerity, kbr 
thar I kuow they will not withheld fro UI 
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me, as I do not withhold it from any of 
them, but also to do better, to strive after 
that magnanimity in its hest and classic 
sense, which enables the mind to receive 
arguments aud suggestions against its 
own pre-judgment, and to retain its capa- 
city to be convinced. Weak-minded men 
I know are vain of their consistency be- 
cause they have few other sources of 
pride ; but the gentlemen of this commit- 
tee who have opposed this report can 
well afford to change their opinions, for 
their ability and capacity are amply suffl- 
cient to justify them in any change their 
reason is convinced they ought to make ; 
and it is to their reason only that, for a 
few moments, I beg permission to ad- 
dress myself. 

I trust we will always remember one 
thing, from the beginning to the end of 
this Convention, that every member here 
is actuated by precisely the same aitn, 
thar. we all desire to reach the same end 
of our journey, even though we endeavor 
to do so by travelling different parhways. 
If we will bear this recollection always 
with us it will help, I am sure, to prevent 
those asperities of language which tend 
so powerfully to create harshnesses of 
feeling. For one I am not at all surprised 
that the gentlemen of the Constitution, 
who have been members of the Pennsyl- 
vania Legislature, have felt sensitive at 
the criticisms which have been passed 
upon Lhat body. And yet they ought 60 
know-for I am sure, in this respect, I 
speak the unanimous opinion of those of 
us who have not been called to that post 
of public duty-that we are not only glad 
to have them with us and toreap the b&e- 
fit of their legislative experience, but we 
are also glad and proud to recognize in 
them,without exception, so far as I know, 
men who have gone through the ternpta- 
tions of that service and have kept intact 
their manly honor. There are many ques- 
tions upon which I differ from the hon- 
orable gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. 
Harry White,) and .rrlany more upon 
which I expect to differ from him, but I 
shall never cease tofetrl grateful that in a 
long term of service in our Stnte Legisla- 
ture he has shown that that service is not 
incompatible with an unspotted name. 
What I say of him I say of the gentleman 
from Allegheny, (Mr. D. N. White,) of 
the gentleman from Columbia, (.klr. 

Buckalew,) of the gentleman from Pot- 
ter, (Mr. %lann,) of the gentleman from 
GrBene, (hfr. Purrnan,) and of the many 
other gentlemen who are here who have 
rendered the salne service to the people 
of Pennsylvania. We have never doubt- 
ed that in all the days of our history hon- 
orable, honest, good men have adorned 
the sessions of the State Legisltiture in 
abundance, and such men adorn it to- 
day. It is not, therefore, with any desire 
to wound the susceptibilities of any per- 
son, but from the earnest conviction that 
what we say is the truth, that we declare, 
notwithstanding the good luen who have 
been there and are there now, the legis- 
lation of this State, for privateadv&nrage, 
has been and is often matter of bargain 
and sale. Unfortunately rhis is true of 
the Legislaturk of alluost every Allleri- 
can Stare, and even, as is being daily 
proven, of the national Lepis:ature also. 
Gentleulen, this is the crying evil, LIE 

menacing peril of free insritutions in 
hmerioa. This is the deadly **arlcer 
which is eating into the very heart of the 
body poliric, and we will not help our- 
selves by crying that we are not sick; we 
will do no good toanybody by robing OUF 
selves in the robes of an unrighteous in- 
dignation and declaring that we are as 
healthy, as sound and as pure as in thr 
early days of the Republic. It is not so. 
The whole heart is sick and the whole 
head faint with a vile disease, which is 
not new, indeed, but grows more cynicai 
aud therefore luore hateful each day that 
the world lives in the light of a Christian 
civilization. 

The pecuniary corruption of legislative 
bodies, the sale of legisltition for private 
advantage-this is the gravest evil which 
afflictsus. Unlikemercy, Mr. Chairman, 
it curses him who gives and him who 
takes. It is erecting an impassable bar- 
rier in the pathway of our public service 
which will soon be a bar to any man who 
will not put a money value upon the honor 
and the virtue of a geutleman. One day 
it demands pay to prevent the repeal of 
a law already enacted. Anofher day it 
whines for compensation for snppbrcing 
some juht measure of public utility, per- 
haps even of the sacred charity ofthe state. 
The third day it openly exposes votes for 
sale as at a public auction to ihe highest 
bidder. While these facts are pa ent and 
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knowu it is not unkindness to anybody, 
it 1s not harsh criticismof anybody, which 
induces us to speak of them and to try, in 
sotne small way, to alleviate or to diminish 
them. 

We Rio not wonder that members of the 
J>egislnture resent, with some heat, these 
i ~iiputxtions. All sensible men recognize 
rh,bc this crime is but one form of a greaL 
FO Sal evil which now dishonors our Amer- 
ican society. Our passionate r+2e to get 
ri(.h, our degrading enthronement of mere 
\rra th it1 the highest place of honor, with- 
+rt reference to the methods of its attain- 
Inent or the methods of its use, is the 
source of our trouble. 

Wh,> rebukes illicit gain to-day? In 
what count<ng-houses, in what bank par- 
lors, at what board of directors, on 
what stock exahange, in how many law- 
yers’ offices, in how many preachers’ pul- 
pirs, is illicit gain to-day rebuked ? These 
gcntlemeo feel what is unquestionably 
true, thas there is no moral distin4ion 
Iro:meen the base betrayal of legislative 
trust for private gain, and the base be- 
tray;d of a private corporate trust for pri- 
yate gain; between the sale of a vote in 
T he Legislature and the sale of a vote at a 
Ijoard of directors ; between gambling in 
legislation and gambling in stocks; and 
yet, while it is always wise to remember 
the source of evil, it is not wise to refuse 
to do what we can to correct the evil in 
that tiepartmenc with which we are spe- 
f:iwlly commissioned todeal. We are not 
here to remedy evils which afflict society, 
though as we know the source of our 
tro:ible we ought not to wouder that cor- 
ruption stalks into our legislative hails 
xnd :rrmys itself in the purple robes of 
the people’s sovereiguty, for our repre- 
sent:ltives will never tie better than we 
:tre, and from this uncleansed fountain 
crystal waters will never flow. We must 
not, however, regard as sufficient some of 
the remedies which have been proposed. 
Several of them I think would be very 
l’utile. Myfriendfrom Philadelphia (Mr. 
(;owenj proposes IO remedy this evil by 
suol~surng trades unions, and preventing 
any more young men from keeping store 
or going 1~10 the railway business. 

Mr. GOWEN. I beg the gentleman’s 
pardorl-I did not say an! tbillg of the 
kind. 1 desire the gentleuiao LO give me 
liberty 10 SST, that I s:ud nothing of the 

kind, Mg friend has an ingenious way, 
at the end of a debate, of spearing a gen- 
tleman who does not agree with him. I 
simply ask that my denial be entered 
upon the Journal. 

Mr. MACVXAGH. I understoo t the gen- 
tleman to agree with me. If he has 
changed his opinions since yesterday af- 
ternoon, I am sorry to hear it. He was 
certainly in favor of the report at that 
time. I understand him to say that these 
evils which he wished to cure w IS large- 
ly traceable to the f&t that trades unions 
were allowed to prohibit apprenticeships, 
and that young men would no longer 
learn trades, but persisted in trying to 
get into a store, to take the place of some 
woman, or to get employment from araiL- 
wa-v company. If he did not say that 
my ears deceived me dreadfully. Do I 
misrepresenti:nybody? I trust any gen- 
tlelnan in the course of debate will feel 
the fullest freadoin to correct any word 
that I say. I cert.Cnly thought the geu- 
tleman said so, but if he did not, and 
somebody else did say it, I am sorry for 
my mistake ; but I still repeat, I think I 
heard him say exactly what I attributed 
to him. 

Another remedy that seems to me 
equally futile is the lienial of special leg- 
islation. I beg that members’ mincis will 
no longer be deceived upon that subject. 
Nine-tenths of C~\A special legislation in 
this %ate has beer1 entirely local, and en- 
tirely honest. I am opposed to it, because 
it is petty aud unnecessary, and absorbs 
the time of members, which ought to be 
devoted to general subjects; but if we 
propose toget ridof corrup:ion by gertiug 
rid of special le$slatioo, in my jurigmeuc 
we are at least live years behiud the 
rogues whom we areendeavoring to over- 
rake. Any careful student of our legis- 
laiioll will discover that for at least that 
period, the grext fraucis which have been 
accomplished have been accourplishe,i in 
general terms and in the form of goneral 
laws, and if we are to imagine tha; we 
remedy any great menacing evil hy de- 
nyiug special legislation--though I aln in 
fiivor of rtstricting it, as I have said-it 
would be as well tnat we had never met. 

No remedy will bc thorough, and efrect 
a perfect cure in the Legisiature, until 
there is a precedent remedy, and a rhor- 
ough curt effected in our own lives at 
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home? and in the aims and standards we 
maintain in our pri-‘ate and business re- 
l~cions. Ic is not because of the distrust 
of popular government that the commit- 
tee reported this section. For my own 
part, I never was so sanguine of our so- 
ciety, of our politics, of our civiliz&iou, 
a+ I am to-day. He reads history but 
oarelesJy, who dors not discern broad 
lines of demarcation, that n!ark out the 
work coulided to the great nations of 
moderu times, and it has always seemed 
to me very clear that, in the providential 
orGer fi,r the education of the world, the 
workof Americawas to illustrate aud de- 
feud rhe democracy of the future. In 
that mi&on, I have no doubt, she will be 
eminently successful. I n0G only believe 
inpopulargoveruluent here, but I believe 
it is destmed to be exteuded throughout 
the world, for it is literal truth, and not 
poetic fnnry, that 

“Onward through the ages, 
One irlsreasing purpose runs, 
And the ihoughrs of men are widened, 
With rhe process of the suns.” 

Ic is only because I desire to correct au 
evii and a peril to popular government, 
that I am in favor of this amen~lment; 
and it certainly is no distrust of the peo- 
ple which animates the gentlemen who 
Cator this section. We are here at their 
comman,j. They have commissiuned us, 
and they have asseulbled us togerher. It 
is by their warrant that we are met, and 
the special work given us to do, is to lop 
off the dead limbs, to cut away the pui- 
sonous vines which cling around this 
noble growth, that its goodly branches 
may be a home for singing birds, and a 
shade for weary meu for a thousand years; 
and all that we do in that direction is ex- 
pressly subject to their express approval. 
Because we may not do everything, 
should we not do what little we can ? 

With the growth of pecuniary corrup- 
tiou in legislative bodies, two other evils 
h;lve appeared. One is thecreation of a 
class of professional and corrupt politi- 
cians in the great cities, a considerable 
portion of whose sustenance is derived 
‘from rhe nomination and .the election of 
corrupt members of the Legislature.- 
Now, I would make the labors of these 
gentlemen as light, as iufrequent an(i as 
unprofitable as possible; and every vute 
cast for the amendment of the gentleman 
from Chester, (Mr. Darlington ;) every 

vote against biennial sessions given here 
to-ciay, however honorable may be the 
motive of the gentleman who casts it-is 
given to righten the hold of these men 
upon the political acrion of their feIlow- 
citizens. Another profession has grown 
up in consequence of this abuse, and that 
is a class of professional lobbyists, whose 
livirlg depends upon the busing aud the 
selling of votes in Legislatures. 

1 beg the thoughtful and good gentie- 
men who oppose this report to consider 
that while the Convention is divided, and 
as hnnorable and pure and wise men are 
npon the one side of this question as upon 
the other; I beg the opponents of this sec- 
tion to consider one fact, that, if the lobby 
was brought here to-day, every vote would 
be given for the amendment of rhe gentle- 
man from Che>ter (Mr. Darlington.) 1 
venture tosay thateverycorruptpolitician 
in a great city, and every corrupt lobbyist 
in a legislative capital, would join the cho- 
rus of ayes for this amendment and vote 
as a unit against this report. 

Xot only d(Jes ic lessen the need for pro- 
fessional politicians in great cities, but it 
does more. Sy reducing the number of 
eiections it increases the political activity 
ofhonorable citizens. We have to be prac- 
tical in these matters, and take human 

. . nature as It IS. The aTerage American 
citizeu will not attend primary elections, 
will not take an active part in ihe opera- 
tion ofourpoiitical machinery, while elec- 
tions are so numerous and so frequent as 
they are. 

In the next place, it tends to give you 
better men for your legislative servauts. 
Much has been sGd here about the neces- 
sity of a yearly accountability to the pro- 
ple. I do not believe the people desire 
the yearly accountability of rogues. I 
think they wish ,to secure the service of 
better meu, and it is impossible to expect 
men of character and posirion to submit 
themselves to a yearly struggle for so 
small an of&e as this. I venture to say 
that anlong the gentlemen who oppose 
this report the chairman would have diffi- 
culty m finding a single member who 
would agree to serve his constituents in 
the House of Representatives at Harris- 
burg, even under the new Consritution, 
jf every year the labor of re-election, and 
the fatigue and expense and annoyauce 
of it are to recur. 
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The election of every other pear, is to 
Congressmen an intolerable burden, and 
persons who have other means of earning 
an honest living, will not every twelve 
months, in the great need that .4merican 
society now has for trained intelligence 
and active energy, and fi)r industry and 
honor, bring their talents into the markeG 
ofthepublicfavor, andsubtnit themselves 
to be selected or rejected once a year. 
Then you not only diminish the number 
of elections, and not only secure a better 
class of men as candidates, and not only 
weaken the hold of the corrupt-politician, 
and heip to destroy the profession of the 
lobbyist, but you help to ditninish the 
mere mass and volume of legislation and 
that, it seems to tne, is a very great ad- 
vantage. In any system of law, change- 
and uncertainty,whichis born ofchange- 
are great evils, and we are not in want of 
law. It seems to me, that the committee 
has not fully considered the quantity of 
law we now possess. We have rhe entire 
volume of English Equity, the entire vol- 
ume of English Common Law, the best 
of the English statutes, prior to the revo- 
lution, all the general laws enact,ed since 
the settlement of this province, and the 
entire massofspecial legislation, descend- 
ing to the minutest details and relating 
to almost every imaginable subject. None 
of this vast body of law is to be abolish- 
ed. This Constitution will not take away 
from it a word or a letter. And surely 
once in two years, is often enongh to sub- 
mit that body of law to unskilled persons 
for the express purpose of making changes 
in ir. These are someof the reasons which 
have influenced my mind in reaching the 
coriclnsion that I have reached. It is 
very likely that I over-estimate the irn- 
pnrtance of the vote of this morning, but 
it has seemed to me, from the beginning 
of this debate, to be a typical vote, and to 
be iikely to show the measure of the un- 
derstanding with which this Convention 
comes to the work allotted to it, and 
therefore I earnestly entreat gentlemen 
before refusing this slight relief ro the 
people, before ranging themselves agXins1 
their interests, to consider, that perhaps 
as we vote this morning, we will he re- 
garded RY voting for the future, either for 
good government or against it: and I 
should greatly fear that if an adverse vote 
is given now, heart and hope will go out 

of rhe people in reference to the reforms 
they hope to receive at our hands. But I 
trust no adverse vote will be given, but 
rather that we will help them and they 
will help us in diminishing this appalliuq 
evil. If we do our duty, I do not donbL 
that the people who are behind this C’on- 
vention, will do their duty in full season. 
In the noble words of Burke, which recur 
to me this morning as strangely nppli- 
oable to our condition, if we help to 
remove these impediments to a purer 
and a better public life, we may con- 
fidentiy trust that the people will be 
ii more careful in rhe future before they 
place their power in base or incapable 
hands. In their nominations to office, 
hereafter, they will not trust the ex- 
ercise of authority as a pitiful job, hut 
as a holy function, not according to their 
sordid selfish interests, but they will seek 
men, in whom they may discern such 
pre-dominant proporrion of active xis- 
dom and virtue, as in the mass of human 
imperfection and inflrmitris to be found. :’ 

I commend to this zotnmittee the in- 
spiration of that prophecy, and the ques- 
tion at issue to its considerate decision. 

The question being upon the amend- 
nlent offered by hlr. Cochran to the 
amendment r&tired by Mr. Darlington, 
it was rejected. 

The question then being upon the 
amendment of Mr. Darlington, it was 
rejected. 

Mr. GOWEN. I desire to amend by in- 
serting the word 6. next ” after the word 
‘6 December.” This amendment is mrre 
verbal criticism, but I think it ought to 
be made. 

The question being upon the motiq,n 
of Mr. Gowen, it was agreed to. 

Mr. J.PRICE WETHSRILL. I propose 
to amend by inserting after rhe word 
“Governor ” the words “ or person exer- 
cising the powers of Governor.” 

The question being upon the amrnli- 
ment. il was rejected. 

Mr. HAHRY WHITE. I have one suq- 
gest on to nlake fo the comulittee at r.his 
tinle. If the xnleudmenc be deliberately 
adopted I have no objection. l3nt iL will 
be observed, that the concludltlg yen- 
tencr, “when vacancies occur in either 
Honsr, the Governor shall issue writs of 
election for t.he bal:~~ce of the term, fijr 
which such vacancies occur.” 
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The members of the committee will 
observe, that is a radical change in our 
present system. Under our present Con- 
stitution it seems to have been the desire 
of those who framed it to preserve to 
each department of the government the 
right in itself to provide for its own va- 
cancies. Under our present Constitution 
the speaker, or presidiug officer of the 
respective bodies. issues the writs to fill 
the vacanciesin such House. I fail to see, 
in the amendment before us, provision 
for aM the contingencies and embarrass- 
ments that may arise. I will suggest one 
or two to the committee. 

In the history of the Commonwealth 
for the last three years we have had two 
cases of embarrassment. One was after 
the session of the Legislature of 1870 ; the 
Senator from the First district of Penn- 
sylvania, which is in Philadelphia, died 
previous to the meeting of the succeeding 
Legislatnre. It became necessary to fill 
that vacancy. It was a serious question 
with many gentlemen whether the Spea- 
ker of the Senate, at that time, had the 
right to issue his writ previous to the 
meeting of the body, and the formal an- 
nonncement of the vacancy. The prece- 
dent was established, the writ was issoed 
and the vacancy was filled. 

The embarrassment was not so great in 
that case as in the succeeding one which 
happened in the sncceeding year. The 
term of the Senator from the Fourth dis- 
trict, then George Connell, expired in Oc- 
tober, and he died after his re-election in 
November. This left thesituation rather 
peculiar. It was met in this way: By 
letting the situation stand until the Leg- 
islature met, and the Speaker, who had 
been elected at the close of the session 
previous, issued his writ, and the vacancy 
was filled, not, however, unit1 a month’s 
delay had occurred. 

I confess I would be glad to see some 
provision suggested to meet a contiogenoy 
of this kind before final action is taken 
IJpOrl the entire section-not upon this 
section hur the entire article-and I trust 
the C’ornrnittee on Legislature will try to 
devise some remedy to provide for con- 
tingencies of that kind. 

I prefer, myself, the system of allowing 
Speakers of the respective bodies to issue 
their writs to fill vacancies, aud for the 
purpose of testing the sense tif the com- 

mittee upon thissubject, I move to strike 
out the word “Governor,” and to insert 
“ presiding officer thereof.” 

Mr. MACVEA~H. Mr. Chairman: Be- 
fore that question is put I would simply 
sny to the House, on behalf of the com- 
mittee, that this issuing of the writs was 
regarded as a purely ministerial duty. 
The members of the committee assumed 
that there would be a Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor provided by the Committee on the 
Executive, and that in case of a vacancy 
in the office of Governor, or whenever 
any member of the Legislature died or 
resigned, or for any other reason a va- 
cancy occurred, this writ of election could 
at once be issued by the Lieutensnt Gov- 
ernor. Of course the whole question, as 
to the election and the eligibility of the 
party, will have to come before the body 
itself when it meets. 

The question being taken on the amend- 
ment, it was was agreed to. 

Mr. RUSSELL. I move to insert, after 
the words, “Governor shall,” the words, 
“within fifteen days after such vacancy 
occurs.” 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. KAINE. Mr. Chairman: I am of 

the opinion the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Bedford, (Mr. Russell,) which 
has j ust been adopted, is unnecessary and 
that it will work au injury. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. I mnve to re-con- 
sider the vote by which the amendment 
was adopted. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. RUSSELL. Mr. Chairman: As I 
understand this clause the change was 
made to strike out the word IL Speaker” 
and insert the word “Governor,” so thst 
there will be the delay in the issuance 
of the writ of election that has heretofore 
existed. In case of the death of’ a repre- 
sentative or member of the Senate, the 
election does not take place until after the 
meeting of the Legislature. I suppose 
that the intention sought to be accom- 
plished, by putting in the wordGovernor 
instead of Speaker, was for the purpose 
of having the election before the meeting 
of the Legislature. For instance, a gen- 
tleman is elected on the second Tuesday 
of Octcber as a Senator or as a member of 
the House of Representatives, and dies 
wirhm a week after his election, as I un- 
derstand the subject, it is intended that 
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theA Goveruor shall immediately irs[te his 
writ of election to fill the v.u:ancy, s) that 
the district would not be unrepresented 
for rhirty or forty days after the meeting 
of the Le)rislature Is not that the ollject 
of this change? That I understand to be 
ths, object of tlhe amendment to the pre- 
sent Constitution proposed by tbecommi~- 
ter. Xow, my object is this- 

Mr. HARRY WmTE. Mr. Chairman : 
Will the gentlemm allow himseif to be 
il,terrupteti? 

,\lr. Rusn~r~r,. Mr. Chairmain, certain- 
1.5.. 

.\lr. HARRY WIIITE. Jlr. Chxirnxln: 
Jiy friend from Bedford has not thought 
of the fact th:& a man who is electeli a 
member of the House of Representatives, 
or of the Senate, is still nor. a ulember until 
his credenriitl- has bee11 presented and he 
has been actually sworrl in. So vacancy 
can, thrrafixe, ocr:ur in that body until 
aftt,r a man who has beer] sworn in dies 
or resigns. If he die previous Lo thar, 
wtl;- be is not a member, but Lhe report 
lllust be m;.cle to the House when it meets 
~1~11 ~heu, after rhe FJouse is organized, 
tile writ can be issued and toe rac;tt~cy 
tilled. 

Zir. RUSSELL. Jlr. Chairnlan : What, 
th+n, is the object of thcamendmeut pro- 
posed IO the present constitution by the 
c~ollitrlirtee? What is tbe occasion for 
stroking out the word ppeaker and iusert- 
i11p the word Govrruor? I shoulu like to 
l~;iv,. it explained. I sul~posed that IL 
was to obviate the difficulty that arises 
now, that a writ of election could not be 
issued and the election helci until thirty 
or tiirty days after the Legislature mer. 
‘1 hat surely was the clbject of this amrnd- 
mel:t. If that is theobject, then I wish to 
say to the committee they have not 
cl,Huged ir in prnvidmg rhat the tiover- 
11. r shall issue the writ of eleciiou. 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Chairulau : Is an- 
other amendment in order? 

The CEIAIRB~API‘. There is an amend- 
ment &ill pending. 

Mr. ELLts. I\lr. Chairman : As I un- 
dersrand the proposition now before tlxi 
committee, it is to vote upon the question 
of the Governor issumg his writ for an 
election co fill a vacancy in the’legisla- 
ture within fifteen daJ 5: after the vacancy 
LCCUW. I think wo should by nomeans 
limit Ihe time. -4 vacancv occursin tile 

Legi~latnrc, for instance. while the L%$s- 
laturc is iu sessioll. There shc~uld be 
no occasion filr delay over oue, two or 
three days. The writ shou!d be issued 
imltledlacely. ‘The diffioulcy of issuing a 
writ, before rhe Leglslatare meeIs, bus 
bee!) ruentiorled by rhe genclerntJu frown 
Iudiarla, (.\ir. Harry White.) In rhe 
lower House, as now organized, tweeting 
for oue year. there can be no vacnncy oc- 
cur until the meetmg of the Legislature. 
If we adopt this sacri6m, its I think we 
cvidc~itluv nwau to do, and timre slx~l) be 
bieuni;tl ele::tions, iwi ~1 illember of the 
Legislature shdll hold his oiEce for two 
yenrs,tlieu ii v.lc;rllcyo(:ollritlKinrllt: Illeat,- 
time, 0uring i* year alrd a h,ilf or a yenr 
311ci nirie months,in which the Le#slxrure 
shall not be in sossiou, I conceive it 
e:liiurutly pr,,per thht the Governor 
shal=l have the right to Issue hire writ and 
fill the vacaucv. It is proposed rhat the 
Legislxuro shall meet a short t,iutc afrer 
11113 olccticln. The members of the Jowat 
Huuse w11I be Hsuertalurd as soon as the 
I.rgisloture meets. :rnd when rhe House 
meew arld or&mizes, ic is we11 kuowu 
wile rho ulelllbor* are. Then if;‘ vacaucy 
occurs, I ihirlk it Is proper that the (;ov- 
ernor sh~~uld have a writ issued aud an 
elactiou held to fill the vacaucy. liut 
there should ho no Jiulirarion as to 
tiuie. If we sny th.,t the Goverllor shnll 
issue this wlit, I rake it for grauted that 
he \vill issue ir withiu a reasouitble tlllle. 
If lit: dot3 Il(,t, the Legislature is not de- 
~)r~x eu of the dower of p:issiug a. law ue- 
fiml,g whcu he shall issue his writ. 

Rir. LII.LY. &lr. Chairman: I move 
to amcud the ameudluent aslolIows : By 
strl+<illg out *‘ iilteeu days ” and iusert- 
ing ‘.f<,tthwith.” 

Tht: amendment to the amendment was 
rrjoctect. 

Nr. S~TUTOX. Mr. Chairmall : I move 
to anleuu the aiuerldment. by- substitut- 
ing in lieu thereof, the followiug : 

Th;it the <>overt.or shall, 11.” appoint- 
*nF;llt, fill 1111 vacancies which may occur 
in rirher ‘branch ot rhc Legislature, uutii 
the nest besbion. 

~Vhich was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAX. The questiorl now jS 
on Ihe >lmendlrlent of the gentleman !rom 
Bedford, (,\lr. Russell,) tag iusrrt, :&er 
111e wurdu, <‘the Governor shall,” the 
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Th: amendment m:~s rrljpnt& 
'rhP CHAIRXAN. The ,,,ot,on ,,ow rc- 

rurs m the section i*s arrlPnded. 
Which WHS ayrecd to. 

THE TEKIRD SE':TIC,N. 

The CHAIIZXAPI’. The third se&ion 
will be reali. 

CON’IlNUlNO PRESENT TERNS OP SqSa- 
TORS. 

Mr. CT,ARK. 41r. Chairman: I offer 
the following amendtuent : 

Senators shall be elected fl)r the terln of 
fi)ur years: Provided, That the Sen:ltora 
elected before the adoption of this alllend- 
ed Constitution shall hoid their oflice for 
the ternis for which they were elevated, re- 
spectively; and at the tirst general elec- 
tion after the arroprion of this alrlerr(led 
Constitution, eleven Senators sh:lll be 
elected by the qualified votersof t,ht! pro- 
per districals, as now consrituted, to hue- 
cecAd those Senators whose ter~~1s I.~I, hi <be 
then expire, to serve for two yeals. At 
thesecond zeneraleleoti<~n after I he ;rdop- 
tlon of the amencled Couatitution, eleven 
Setlarors sh4l he elected l)y the qnalltied 
voter* l,f the proper Gisrricrs, as uow con- 
sritured, to .suc:cerd thlase S~II:LLOTS whose 
terms of dice then expire, 10 serve for 
one ye;ar. hod at the! geller;lL election 
next ensuing, the whole nnmher of Snn- 
xtors shal1 be chosen from the s~ver,rl his- 
rrirrts throllghout the State, as they shall 
be at that tilne constituted oy law. A11 
those Senators chosen from districts num- 
bered with odd numbers, to be elected for 
two ye;tts ; and those Senators chosen 
from districts numbered with even nnm- 
hers, to be electG fix ;a full term of f,jur 
years. And thereafter, as the terul of 
office of Senators shall bxpire, their hut-- 
cessors shall be elected for a full tcrtn. 

Mr. CLARK. Mr. Chairman: I offer 
this amendment with the view of ssving 
to the present Senators of the Scale their 

term9 of offi~*e. It seems to me lo he un, 
jllst to thelIt that we, 119 atio$irrg t.his r-e- 
port :I rhe colnrrr;tteri have t,roserlted it, 
should t Ike frnm the State Senator+ the 
tprms of ofiice which Iher n“w enjoy. 
It is with that view, wn,i wirh tb tt view 
al~tne, thitc I have ottbred this anlr.nd- 
mmt. It is important not otllg to them, 
but to the !~rople of rhe 3rate tllat this trl- 
finrmation shonlll be givrn. Particnlxrly 
is it imporrnnt to rhosr who oerire the 
RIIW~S‘I I# rhis Co.Istlcutiorl bef:,re the 
people, tlm we should ln,lke no rnemics 
unnewssarily. The Sen,ctors n<xw in ( f- 
fir:*, of course, rn~)ltld drsirp to ret:lirl their 
offices, :ttld if the C’olIstittttion, a* pre- 
sentefi here I>y this crbtnlnitter, hr SIII)- 
rnittetl to the people, we would ncaPssxrily 
love the sup:jort (,f these %nnr~n+s, ;rnd 
their interests wnl~ld be adverse to the 
aiill!ltion of the Constitution nt the elec- 
tion 86eforettie people. I olf’er this arlaenii- 
Inerrt, therefijre, pith the sole view of pre- 
serving 10 the m**llltlers of the! jerrate rhe 
positions to which they !vere elected, alld 
which they now fill. 

Mr. ‘PURRXLL. Mr. Chairmarl : Tht+ 
wnendlltent swtns to me to br, tit lea-t, 
partially crlrr0i.t I am irl favor of a part 
of the amentllllrnt of the gentlernxl~ f[ottl 
IlldIana, (Afr. Clark.) But there is a part 
which lie seerfis LO rake for grantatl, Ihilt 
I am not in favor of. If I <tinderstood the 
amendulent aright- did non bear It tiis- 
rincrlv Iti this rem&! part of the hall-it 
~ssu~lles that we shall retnirl the present 
nlltrlber of Sirnatllrs. 

;%lr. CLARK. AJr. (>hair:nan: Will the 
getltlelxlatl allow l,le to interrupt 1li111 ? 

Air. TURRELL. Air. Chairman : \Vlth 
pleasure. 

Mr. CL.~RK. Mr. Cbainlrwn: I have 
only provided for the election of eleven 
S nw6ars for enrh year, until the rhird 
election, when thr wl1111e nunlhrr of Sema- 
tars to be electrd shall be elected, eve,! if 
they be one hundretl. 1 have preserved 
the Senate at thlrt--three nlenlb-rs tlllril 
the third year ;ifrer the ;jnoption of rhis 
Constitution. Then it nlnp he ‘any I.UIW 
brr provided in the Cotlscit~ltio 1. 

Mr. TuRhELL. Mr. Chairman : 10 tilrn 
it seen~ to contain the idea thaL I jnfrrred 
it did, sold I do not agree to it, bec!ause I 
hope we will increase the nnmberoflnelll- 
hers of that body. If rhe a!lIellcinrent 
favors such an increase, perhaps I will be 
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in favor of it. I did not hear it distinctly, 
and I desire it again read. 

The amendment was read accordinzly. 
Mr. TURRELL. Mr. Chairman : This is 

a matter of some considerableimportance, 
and I suggest to the committee, whether 
it would not be better to rise at this point 
and let this amendment be printed, so 
that we can look at it carefully. 

I make, as a motion, that ihe committee 
now dse, report progress and ask leave 
to sit again. 

The motion was agreed to and the com- 
mittee rose. 

IN CONVENTION. 

Leave was granted to the committee to 
sit again, to-morrow. 

Mr. TURREL. Mr. President: I move 
that the amendment offered by the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, (Mr. Clark,) be 
printed and laid upon the desks of the 
members to-morrow morning. 

The motion was agreed to. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. Ross asked and obtained leave of 
absence for Mr. Brodhead, on acconnt of 
sickness. 

&lr. MEWLIN asked and obtained leave 
of absence for Mr. Beardsly for a few 

Mr. CHAS. A. BLACK. Mr. President : da-s’ 
The committee of the whole have had l\fr.KNIaHT. Mr. President : I move 

under considerarion Lhe report of the the Convention do adjourn. 

Committee on the Legislature, and have Tne motion WRY agreed to. 

instructed their chairman to report pra- 80 the Convention (at one o’clock and 
gress and ask leave to sit again. forty-six minutes) adjourned. 
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TWENTY-NINTH DAY. 

WEDNESDAY, Janunry 29,1873. 

The Convention met at eleven o’dock 
A. M. Prayer was offered by the Rev. 
James W. Curry, as follows : 

Truly, 0 God, Thou ha& been good unto 
us as individuals and as a nation. All 
our wisdom and all our strength we de- 
rive from Thee, Thou God of all goodness. 
Draw near to our hearts this morning and 
teach us wisdom. Give us every blessing 
requisite for the duties of the day, and 
make us in all our motives strive to honor 
God in our lives and to do that which is 
acceptable in Thy sight. Keep us from 
doing anything that would be displeasing 
to Thee, and make us in all our debates 
and in all our exchange of views, or of 
opinions, one with the other strive to en- 
tertain the kindliest feelings, and preserve 
that spirit which will commend us to 
those whom we represent. Hear us in 
these our morning prayers, and forgive us 
all our sins and finally awept us, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Journal of yesterday was then read 
and approved. 

REPORTS OF PROTHONOTARIES. 

The PRESIDENT submitted to the Con- 
vention the reports of the prothonotaries 
of Clinton and Bradford counties, in re- 
sponse to a resolution passed on the 22d 
inst., requesting the prothonotaries of the 
various counties to furnish the number of 
civil causes pending on their respective 
dockets. 

Mr. MACVEAOH. Imove thatthesere- 
ports be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

INTOXIOATINCJ LIQUORS. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of the 
citizens of iMonroe wunty,praying for a 
prohibitory clause in the Constitution 
against the sale of intoxicating liquors as 
a beverage, which was referred to the 
Committee on Legislation. 

TEE NEW ENGLAND HISTORIC SOCIETY. 

The P~~~~~~~~preg~ntedthefollowing 
letter from the pu’ew England Historic 
Genealogical society of Boston, whioh was 
laid on the table : 

N. E. HIST'CGENEALO@ICALSOC'Y, 
SOCIETY'S HOUSE, 

Boston, Jan. 23, 1873. I 
DEARSIR:--I see by the report of the 

proceedings of your body that a vote was 
passed to prosent to the Chicago public 
library, and to certain’other libraries, one 
copy, daily, of the Debates and proceed- 
ings of the Convention. Our library is 
much used for historical purposes, both 
by citizens of New England and people 
from abroad. If your members think 
proper to present. us with a copy, we 
should be very happy to receive it, and 
keep it for public. use. 

Respectmly yours, 
JOHN WARD DESN. 

To the Chief Clerk of the Comtitutional 
Convention, Philadelphia : 
Mr. TURRELL offered the following 

resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Printing : 

Resolued, That the Clerk be directed to 
send a copy of our daily Debates and 
proceedings to the New England Historic 
Genealogical society, at Boston, Massa- 
chusetts. 

CHATTEL MORTQABE SECURITIES. 

The PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Convention a communication from Petry, 
Geissel, Bayhat & Co., of Philadelphia, 
oalling attention to the propriety of in- 
corporating into the Constitution a provi- 
sion relative to chattel mortgages as se- 
curity on movable property. 

The wmmunication was laid on the 
table. 

AD~~INISTRATIONOFOATHSIN ELECTION 
MATTERS. 

Mr.D.N. W~~~~offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Commissions, Ofices, 
&ccc. : 
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Resolved, That the Committee on (‘om- 
missions, Officeq, Oath of O~%X and Tn- 
compatibility of Ofiice be requested to 
take into consideration the following 
amendment: 

*“I’he administration of oath by any 
person authorized to administer the same 
within this State, touching all matters 
concerniag political elections, whether 
primary or otherwise, is and shall he 
lawful.” 

ELECTION AND TERIvI OF OFFICE OF SENA- 
TORS. 

Mr. 8. A. PUIWIANCE offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was read and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Schedule : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Sched- 
ule he instructed to inquire into the es- 
pediency of incorporating therein the fol- 
lowing : 

1 

ii The Senat,ors now in office shall re- 
main until the expiration of the terms for 
which they were elected. The Senators 
to be chosen under this Constitution shall 
be elected as provided for by law at the 
general election next after the expiration 
of the term of service of the Senators now 
in office.” 

SPWXAL LEQISLATION. 

Mr. HOWARD offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Legislation : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis- 
lation be instructed to inquire into $11~ ex- 
pediency of incorporating the following 
provision into the Constitution : 

Cc Special legislation shall be lawful in 
no case except where the proposed special 
act shall be published, at length, in one or 
mote newspapers in the locality where the 
special act is intended to operate, An act 
to repeal, amend or revive a special act 
shall be published as required for original 
special legislation. 

BLECTION OF SOLICITORS. 

Mr. HGWARD also offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Cities and City Char- 
ters : 

. 

Rmolved, That the Committee on Cities 
and City Charters be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of incorporating the 
following in the Constitution : 

6‘ Solicitors for cities, counties and bor- 
oughs shall be chosen by the qualified 
electors of said cities, counties and bor- 

oughs at the next election for citg, county 
and borough officers after the adoptbm ot 
this l~,*ovision and every three years there- 
after. ’ 

TRETVRTT OF ERROR IN CAPITAL CASES. 

Mr. Boma~~s osered the following reso- 
lution, which was re3d an?! referred to the 
Ccohmittee on the Declaration of Rights : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Declaration of Rights take into considera- 
tion the propriety of so amending the 
same as to provide that the writ of error 
shall be a writ of right in all capital cases, 
and shall operate as a supersedeas to stay 
execution of the sentence of death until 
the order of the Supreme (lourt is had 
thereon. 

Mr. NEWLIN offered the following reso- 
iution, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on (‘ities. , . 

Resolved, That all municipal commis- 
sions are ab3lishec-l and none shall here- 
after he created. The powers now exer- 
cised by them shall be vested in depart- 
menls of municipill governments, subject 
to the control of the councils. 

INDUSTRI+kC INTERESTS. 

Mr. MANN offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was twice read: 

Resolved, That the use of this hall be 
given to the CommIttees on Legislation 
and Industrial Interests and Labor on 
I’riday evenilrg next, for the purpose of 
meeting the representatives of the mdus- 
trial ir;terests of this city, in prcscnting 
their views as to the true relations that 
should exist between capital and labor. 

hfr. MA&-N. Mr. Chairman : It will be 
observed that the (‘ommittee on indus- 
trial Interests is referred to in this resolu- 
tion. I was requested by the chairman 
of the Committee on Legislation to confer 
with the chairman of the (‘ommittee on 
lzdustrial Intercstsbrfore presenting this 
resolatlon, in order to ascertain whether 
Friday evening would be convenient to 
that committee. It has not been possible 
to find the ohhirman of the Committee on 
Industrial Interests to have any consulta- 
tion with him, and I now desire to state 
that if some other evening will be more 
desirable than Friday evening- 

The PRESIDXST. The gentleman is not 
in order in referring to a petition that is 
already in the possession of the Conven- 



CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 433 

tion. Nothing is in order but the ques- 
tion of agreeing to the resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

NEWENOLANDQEOLOQICALSOCIETY. 

M~.TURRELL. Mr. President: Ioffer 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to 
send one copy of the daily Debates and 
proceedings of the Convention to the 
New England Historical Geologiaal soci- 
ety at Boston, Mass. 

Mr. LILLY. Mr. President: I move 
that the resolution be referred to the 
Committee on Printing. I do not know 
whether there are copies enough to send 
one to this society. I believe that they 
are all exhausted now. I have desired a 
number of copies for distribution to lyce- 
ums and other public institutions in my 
section of the State, but have been in- 
formed that the whole number is ex- 
hausted. Now it will put us in a ridiau- 
10~1s position if we pass a resolution to 
send to any body copies of our published 
proceedings when wa have none to send. 
And if we have any copies to spare, I 
am in favor of first supplying the neces- 
sities of our own people before we send 
any to outside States. So, in order to 
know what copiss are at our disposal, I 
move to refer the resolution to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

The mction to refer was agreed to. 

COiXIBIITTEE OFTRE WHOLE. 

The Convention then resolved itself in- 
to committee of the whole to consider 
further the report of the Committee on 
Legislature, Mr. C. A. Black in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question before 
the committee is the consideration of the 
third section, and the subject pending is 
the amendment of the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. Clark.) 

Mr. CLARK. Mr. Chairman : Upon re- 
flection, looking upon this proposed see- 
tion, it seems to me perhaps that a por- 
tion of it, the provisional part of it, would 
be properly referable to the Committee 
on Schedule. It seems to me that noth- 
ing shonld be in the Constitution of the 
State, properly so called, but provisions 
that are to last for all time. But in this 
second part of the amendment which I 
proposed, I made provisional arrsnge- 
ments to serve from the time of the adop- 
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tion of the Constitution u&ii it becomes 
practiaable to introduce the full pro- 
visions of the amended Constitution. I 
feel, therefore, like withdrawing the 
amendment which I proposed to this com- 
mittee and submitting another. I shall, 
therefore, ask the unanimous consent of 
the committee to withdraw it, and when 
the committee rises I shall move to refer 
that portion of the amendment which is 
provisional to the Committee on Schedule. 

Unanimous consent was given, and the 
amendment was withdrawn. 

TOSTRfHEOUTTHEPROVISO. 

Mr. CLARK. Mr. Chairman: I now 
offer the following amendment : 

To strike out all after the word “years ” 
in the first sentence. 

Mr. WHERRY. Mr. Chairman : I move 
to postpone for the present the further 
consideration of this third seation. 

Which was rejected. 

INCREASED REPRESENTATION. 

Mr. DARLINQTON. Mr. Chairman: T 
offer the following amendment : 

By striking out all after the word 
g6 third,” and inserting the following : 

li The number of representatives chosen 
at the several periods hereinafter men- 
tioned for their apportionment be fixed 
by the Legislature, shall not be less than 
one hundred and fifty nor greater than: 
three hundred. The number of Senators, 
shall at the same time be fixed by the. 
Legislature, and shall uever be less than 
one-fourth or greater than on&third of 
the number of Representatives.” 

Mr.MacV~~rxx. Mr.Chairman: Be- 
fore the vote is taken, I desire the corn-- 
mittee to understand that, of course, this 
is submitted without the slightest feeling 
on the part of anybody. One view of the 
gentlemanfrom Indiana (Mr. Clark) is 
that the Committee on Schedule are to 
arrange for the transmission from the old 
Constitution to the new, which nobody, 
doubts. He also believes that it falls, 
within tbe duty of that committee to dis+ 
pose of this proviso. That does not seem 
at all clear, for this reason : That the ob- 
ject of the proviso is not to arrange for the 
passage from the old Constitution to the 
new, but to provide that annually one- 
half of the Senate shall be elected.at the 
same time. That is a constitutional pro- 
vision, and it seems to me, I confess, for 
I have not the slightest feeling about it, 
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that it ought to be incorporated in this sec- 
tion. The words that have been added 
provide that, as nearly as possible, onc- 
half of the Senate may be elected every 
IWO years. That is the object of the pro- 
viso. Not to arrange new melhod but to 
provide a continuous session ; and thcre- 
fore, while I may have heartily agreed 
with the gentleman’s general notion that 
these matters for bridging over the pas- 
sage from the one Constitution to the other 
belong to the Committee on Schedule, it 
seems to me that this committee of the 
whole ought to dispcse of this proviso, 
and because it includes the continuity of 
t,ho Senate and its partial election annu- 
ally at different periods,a principle which 
has been accepted in this Commonwealth 
for very many years, and which, I am sure, 
nobodyhoredesirestoquestion; andtherc- 
fore I trust that the proviso, in such form 
as the committee of the whole may seo fit 
to prefer it: may be adopted, while I agree 
cordially in the proposition of the gcntle- 
man from Indiana (Mr. Clark) to refer 
the other matter to the Committoo on 
Schedule. 

Xr. CLARK. Mr. Chairman ; Yon will 
observe by the reading of the third sec- 
tion that the proviso is in these words : 

Provided, That those who shall be 
elected at the first election after the adop- 
tion of this Constitution shall be divided 
by lot into two classes. The seats of the 
Senators of the first class shall be vacated 
at the expiration of two years, and of the 
second class at t,hc expiration of four 
years. 

I have two objections to this proviso as 
contained in this section. 

First, I believe it is admitted-at all 
oven& it must be generally acceded- 
that our work may be submitted to the 
people sometime in the latter part of the 
coming summer, say in August, so that it 
may be either rejected or approved by 
the people of tho State before the election 
ensuing next fall. Well, now then, at 
the first election after the adoption of this 
Constitution, we would have no districts 
in the State, excoptthedistrictsas original- 
ly formed and now existing. The proviso 
necessarily goes upon the basis that WC 
will have no greater representation in the 
State Senate than thirty-three members. 
I know the sentiment which has been 
prevalent throughout the House is to in- 
crease the representation in the Senate as 
well as in the House. 

I have another objection to it. The 
seats of the Senators of the first class 
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shall be ramted at the expiration of tv;o 
years, and of the second class at the es- 
piration of four years. Now the gentlc- 
man from Bnphin, (>Ir. MacVeagh,) 
who is the chairman of this committcr, 7 
have no doubt cxpocted that the whole 
number of Senators would be elected at 
the first election, and that one-half of 
them should serve t117o years and the 
other half four years. That was mani- 
festly his intention in this section, and 
that nccossarily precludes the possibility 
of the present enactment. 

That necessarily preclndes the present 
incutnbents from holding their positions 
for the balance of their term. I think it 
just to Senators in office that they should 
be permitted to hold out their term, anti 
whether or not they shall, and how they 
shall, is a question for the Committeo on 
Schedule to settle and return to this C’on- 
vention. If they can make a bridge by 
which the people of this Commonwealth 
can pass from the old Constitution to tho 
new, it is for them, and not for the Convcn- 
tion, to anticipate their action. Therefore 
I believe what we have to do now is to fix 
the term of Senators, which is provided 
for in the third section, and the term of 
Representatives, which is flxed in t.bc: 
fourth section. We should fix the tenure 
of their office, and having done that 
we will expect the Committee on Sched- 
ulo to give us a bridge to pass over front 
the old order of things to the new. 
Whether or not they provide that some 
Senators shall be elected for two years and 
some for four years is a matter for them. 

It seems to me that nothing should go 
into the Constitution but just such things 
as arc to continue, and all provisional af- 
fairs must go into the schedule annexed to 
the Constitution, which must provide for 
the new order of affairs and adjust it so as 
to meet the old. 

The question being upon the amcnd- 
mcnt of Mr. Clark, it was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAX. The third section, a,~ 
amended, will be read. 

Tile CLERK read aR fOllOWS : 

6‘ Third. Senators shall be elected for thr: 
term of four yc2r.s.” 

Nr. DARLINGTON. Mr. Chairman: I 
move to strike out all after the war17 
“third,” and insert : 

‘< The number of rcpresentat,ives shall, 
at the several periods hereinafter men- 
tioncd for their apportionment, be fixed 
by the Legislature, and shall never be 
less than one hundred and fifty nor greater 
than three hundred. The number of Sen- 
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::tnrs shall, at the same ti!ne, be fixed by Sir. S~XPSON. Nr. Chairman: I would 
the Legislature, and shall never he less suggest to the gentleman from Fayette 
than one-fifth nor greater than one-third of (Xr. Xainc) that ho ix slightly mistaken 
the number of representatives. in tbis matter. The second section only 

&Lr. DARLINGTOT. Mr. Chairman : I provides for an election of the members 
have introduced this proposition at the ok both branches every two years. “The 
present time in order that we shall not members of the General Assembly sh+ 
),ecome more confused with the Constitu- be elected every two years.” It doer 
tion, but have this question settled. It not say that the members of one House 
comes in here as naturally as in any other shall be cl&cd for any particular term, 
place, and perhaps more so. I wish to and those of the other for another term, 
test the sense of the Convention in the and therefore, if we provide that the Sema- 
first place upon this question. tom term shall be four years, we ought 

>fr. WI~ERRY. Mr. Chairman : I rise to aiS0 to provide that the members of the 
a point of order. My point of order is House should be for two years. 
that the amendment is not germain to the The C~IAIRMAX. The question is upon 
section. the adoption of the section. 

Xr. DARMXGTOX. I suppose it is in or- The fourth section was agreed to. 
tIcr to strike out the whole thing. The CHAIRXAN. The Clerk will read 

i\h. RfACvEAGH. It will be germain to tho nest section. 
another se&ion of this report-section The Oman read as follows : 
twenty. SECUON 6. The General Assembly shail 

h5r. DARLIXGTOS. Mr. Chairman: It meetat twelve o’clock noon, on the firs; 
’ is germsin right here. I propose to ad- Tuesday of January succeeding the adop 
tlress the committee upon this question. tion of this Constitution, and every two 

Lfr. WHERRY. I submit the point of years thereafter, unless sooner convened 
order to the Chairman. by the Governor in special session. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair cannot see Mr. DARLINGTON. IMr. Chairman: L 
how the amendment is germain to the now move to insert the amendment I of- 
(question of fixing the term of Senator. fered for the third section, in place of tho 
The point of order is sustained. section just read. 

*Mr. DARLINGTON. Is it not in order to Mr. ~IIA~VEAGE. Mr. Chairman: L 
strike out the whole section and put in a must rise to a point of order. This report 
cubstitute? Ihavenoobjectiontothethird is now before the committee, and this scc- 
section coming in afterwards, but it is very tion is before it, and the gentleman can 
important that this question should be only propose an amendment that is ger- 
tirst settled. rnain to the section. His subject will coma 

The CIIAIRMAX. The only matter now up in a very little while, but I do iI>- 
Kernlain is the term of office. A motion sist that it cannot come up at this time. 
to strike out and fix another term the The CEIAIRXAN. It so strikes the Chair. 
(‘hair thinks would be in order, but no ;Mr. YIXPHOS. I would suggest to the 
zmendment which will change the entire gentleman that he withhold his amend- 
c.haracter of the section. That is mvriow ment until we reach the twentieth or 
of the pnrlismeutary practice bearing up- twenty-first section. They are upon the 
01: the question. The Chair will sustain same subject’ as his amendment; one de- 
~lre point of order. tcrmining the number of Representatives 

JIr. DA.RLINOTOS. That is not in order and the other the number of Senators. 
11OW. Mr. DAWLINUTON. Mr. Chairman: 1 

The CHAIR~L~S. .Yes, sir. The section am very well aware that there are several 
is then before the commit.tce. places wJlerc this might be brought in 

The third section was agreed to. afterwards, but there is no place so well 
7%~ CHAIRMAN. The fourth spction will adapted to it as this, because it is bct:cr 

tw read. that we settle this prime, leading, funda- 
‘Phc fksnlc read as follows : mental question of whether we will in- 
SECTION 4. Representatives shall be crease the number of representatives he- 

?Jec:tcd for two years. fore going further. If we settle that ques- 
Xr. KAINE. Mr. Chairman : I move to tion now we will Jlaveless trouble with the 

ninand, by striking that line entirely out. other sections. Are we to have a IIouse 
The committee has already fixed in the of one hundred, one hundred and fifty, 
%cond section that the memhcrs shall be three hundred or five hundred members? 
~Jcctcd for two years. Upon that very much will depend our 
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consideration of divers other subjects. I 
insist that it should come in here. 

I\h-. \vEIBRRY. Mr. ~llairnlan: 1 Cl+ 
sire to put the pointoforder in thisshnl~e: 
That having passed the fourth section 
properly in the order of our business, the 
fifth section comes up for consideration, 
and therefore the gentleman cannot put 
in an intervening section withoot 7mani- 
nm7s consent. 

The CEIAIRM~X. The Chair thinks the 
amendment cannot now come in. 

Mr. DARLINGTON. I would ask the 
Chair whether it is not in order at an? 
time to insert a new section. The har- 
many of the committee will not be dis- 
turbed by it; on the contrary it will be 
pr01u0tcd. 

Mr. C:W~~RAK. I would merely sug- 
ges: to the gentleman from Chester (Mr. 
I)wrlingto!i) that, in my j adgment, lie 
can reach itis point-though I do not agree 
with him in his proposition-by moT-ing 
to postpone the consideration of the fifth 
section, for the purpose of introducing a 
new section, to be called the fifth. 

Nr. DARLINGTON. Any way. That is 
only circumlocution. I make that cir- 
cumlocnto:y motion, then, to postpone 
the further consideration of that section, 
so as to introduce mine. 

The motion was not agreed to. 
‘The C’HAIRMAN. The question is npon 

the adoption of the fifth section. 
hfr. IlAY. I offer the folloWing :Ullelld- 

niLat: 
The C!LEr.Ii read : 
ACM to the section : “And v-hen cw- 

veiled in special session there shnll be no 
legislation upon subjects not pnrticnlarl~ 
mentioned in the proclamation of the 
Governor calling such scusion.:’ 

Mr. JIAY. Mr. Chairman : It seems to 
me that when the General Assemlll~ 
meets it ought to be confined to subjects of 
special scpJvio77 named in the proclamation 
of the Governor, because, otherwise, the 
srssion of the Legislature might be intleli- 
nite, and might continue during the 
who10 period of the two years, against the 
provision of the section which requires 
that they shall hold a biennial session : 
and it ia with a view of accomplishiny 
this ol?jcct that I offer the amendment. 
Such a17 amendment seems to express the 
views of the other members besides ms’- 
self, and therefore it was that I otfered It. 

Mr. 311~0~. I agree with the gentle- 
man in the main object, but it strikes me 
that he overlooks one important point. 
J~mergencics may arise between the dat2 

of the proclamation and the date of as- 
selnbling, and if it be decided that the 
proclamation shall state what shall be act- 
ted 017, and the Legislatnre can act on 
nothing elsr, there map be Pome very inl- 
portant matters left lvithout consider:7- 
tion. I therefore move to amend t,he 
amendment, by striking out such words 
as may be necessaq., so as to make it read 
that the Governor “shall state, in Writillp, 
to both Houses, wi~2n r~usemble~l, the ljur- 
pose for which they are couvened.” 

Mr. Jo71s PRICE WETEIERI~~L. It seems 
to me, sir, that this whole matter comes 
properIS untler the charge of the Commit- 
tee on the Executive ; and I hare no 
doubt when they prepare their report and 
introduce an article authorizing the Go\-- 
ernor to call special sessions, we will And 
that that article amI this will be about 
identical. Afy i7upressiol~ is that the com- 
mittee conaideretl that Iuatter when they 
had it under considcratiou. I would sug- 
gest that it would be well to postpone the 
conc;ideration of this matter, as it will 1x3 
n7ore than likely fount1 in the report of 
the committee referred to. 

Mr. AIISOR. I agree with the gentlc- 
mm, hot the reason I oili?r tie amen~l- 
ment is this : That the authority given t5> 
the Gal-ernor fbr (son\-cuing a special ses- 
sion is eiilbraced in this artlcle ; ant1 it 
seems to me that the limitation on~qht tu 
be found in the same place where the an-- 
tliority is founid. If the authority be 
placed in this nrtirlr, the limitation ought 
nlso to be here. 



and also the Ls” in the word ‘Lyears,” so 
that it shall read “every year thereafter.” 

This question was pretty well discussed 
in connection with the consideration of 
a preceeding section. \ I do not propose 
to go over the ground covered by that 
debate. It seems to me that our appro- 
priation, which amounts to several mil- 
lions of dollars, for the annual outlay 
of the government, should bo made an- 
nually. It seems to me that our Legisla- 
ture should be in session aunually, like 
the UnitedStates Congress, and otherim- 
portant public bodies, to look after the 
management of the finances of the State 
and to dictate any change of policy, with 
reference to the administration of the 
government. that it may become necessary 
to make. I think our Legislature should 
be in session- annually, in order to consti- 
tute a necessary curb upon the Executive 
Department, and for many other purposes. 
It seems to me that every year the repre- 
sentatives of the people, in the two Houses 
of the Legislature, should be at the seat of 
government’ ready for any emergency, 
and prepared to transact the public busi- 
ness. 

I have voted, and very cheerfully, to 
elect members biennially, believing that 
our experience with reference to the elec- 
tion of members of Congress has been en- 
tirely satisfactory throughout the United 
States. It seems to me it would operate 

’ well if applied to the choicv of members 
in the lower house’of our Legislature. 
In giving that vote, sir, I gave it with the 
intention of presenting or supporting the 
amendment which I have now proposed, 
and 1 hope this amendment will be 
adopted. 

Mr. CUYLER. Mr. Chairman: I desire 
to say a few words, not so much persua- 
sively of others as an expression of the 
reason for the faith that is in me, and au 
apology for the vote that I propose to cast 
on this question. 

I confess, sir, I lingered long in coming 
to a conclusion as to whether a change 
from annual to biennial sessions was or 
was not desirable ; and I came to no con- 
clusion until I heard yesterday the re- 
marks of the distinguished chairman of 
the Committee on Legislation (Mr. Mac- 
Vengh) with reference to this question. 
They were made logically, thoughtfully, 
gracefully and eloquently, as all the re- 
marks that fall from that gentleman are 
made. But they were not madeperauasivei 
ly, so far asmy judgment was concerned. 
I am not willing to do violence to the tra- 

ditions of the people of the State, unless 
some good reason is made apparent for it. 
I am not willing to change the practice 
which has existed from the foundation of 
the Commonwealth merely for the sake 
of change, and I have listened in vain to 
hear an argument which should be per- 
suasive of my judgment, and oonvinc: 
me that this change should be made. 

I can see no advantage in the direction 
in which gentlemen look for it-in a 
change from annual to biennial sessions. 
I agree with thegentlemanfrom Dauphin 
(Mr. MacVesgh) as to the argument6 
which are said to prevail in our Legtslu- 
ture, the lack of purity and the indirec- 
tion which influences the votes of that 
body. But I am at a loss to perceive how 
a change from annual to biennial sessions 
is to work out a direrent result. 1 am at 
a loss to see how a continuance in officr 
for a period of two years is to render pure 
those who are impure, or make their 
legislation more worthy of the State than 
it otherwise would be. 

.’ 

I think the redress for the evils whicll 
afflict the State is to be found in another 
direction. I consider that the highest 
and grandest office which rests upon this 
Convention is to secure purit,y in the 
elections of our State, and a fairkxpres- 
sion of the popular will in the nomination 
and choice of candidates. If we cannot 
secure a better representation in the Statr _- . . 
ofPennsylvania, then our republican in- 
stitutions are an utter failure, and the 
sooner we abandon them the better for 
the people. I agree with the gentleman 
from Erie, (Mr. Walker,) who addresse-1 
this House so eloquently last Saturday. 
I have faith in the people, and nothing 
that has occurred in the history of Penn- 
sylvania has shaken the confidence-the 
firm and absolute confidence-that I have 
in the people of the State. But our difli- 
culties in legislation have arisen from 
the fact that the people of the State have 
not been fairly represented in the elec- 
tion of members of the Legislature, and 
their votes have not been fairly counted 
in the returns made. I speak not so much 
now of the country districts, but for the 
city of Philadelphia, in which I live ; and, 
notwithstanding the remarks that wen 
made on this floor, called forth by thu 
views expressed by me a few days ago, 
which were corroborated by other gentlc- 
men, I repeat that the elections in the 
city of Philadelphia are as unfair, as un- 
just and as inexpressive of the popular 
will as they can possibly be, 
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I will venture to read a half dozen lines 
from a manifesto to the people of Phila- 
delphia, which has been issued within the 
last few days by our Municipal Reform as- 
sociation-not issued, except that topics 
llave been sent to the press, but the docu- 
lrlentitselfisnowpassirigthrouahthopreas 
and will be presently before our people. 
The Municipal Reform association is com- 
posed largely ofgentlemen who have stood 
high in the ranks of the republic&!1 pnriy. 
It is presided over by a radical republi- 
con, and it is administered by gentlemen 
whose votes, during the war and since the 
war, have been almost uniformly with the 
republican party. I venture to read a 
tbw lines from this manifesto, serving to 
illustrate the condition of the city of Phila- 
tlelphia in relation to illegal voting, and 
serving to show the unfortunate signiti- 
cance of a pardon recently accorded by the 
President of the IJnitod States to a man 
convicted and sentenced, for fraudulent 
voting in this city, to eighteen months’ 
imprisonment. The appeal of the citizens 
of Philadelphia to know who the parties 
are who have asked for that pardon has 
!litherto been met by an utter refnsal to 
:kc*cord the information. 

TheseMunicipal Reformgelltlerlrensay : 
*i Thousands of lawful voters wore per- 

+onated at the polls, and were thus dc- 
prired of the franchise; thousands of 

. illegal votes were cast, and as these dovi- 
crs proved insufficient to oVercome the 
voice of the people, the returns mere 
manipulated to suit the exigencies of the 
dominant party. From all the informa- 
tion that has reached us, WC feel safe in 
asserting that not less than ten thousand 
votes were bodily subtracted from the re- 
form ticket and added to the sido that 
was predestined to win. Fraud and vio- 
lence reigned suprome.” 

That is a fair expression of the honest 
sentiment of seven-eighthsof the people of 
Philadelphin. Can it bo wondered that 
the city of Philadelphia is imperfectly 
represented in the Legislature of the Com- 
monwealth when frauds like these are 
tolerated at the polls? Can it be won- 
dered that honest men-menof purcchar- 
ncter-refuse to be candidates for the Leg- 
islature when the pathway thither is 
steeped in’fraud and wrong? Here, sir, is 
the difficulty that really a&& the State. 
It is in our primary organization ; it is in 
our system of nominations ; in our me- 
thod of election. If the people of the city 
of Philadelphia and the people of this 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania might 
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fLLir1.v and honestly nominate, and fktirl;; 
and honestly elect, our reprc.scntntion :li 
Iinrrisburg would be one that would fill 
us with pride :z3 I’enrlsslranians, and wi’ 
would glory in the dignity and honor 01 
our State. So that the graudcst ofiire that 
this Convention can perform for the pe”- 
plc of Pennsylvania will be a reform ill 
our primary system, whereby good nonli- 
nations may be made, and honest men, 
when nominated, may have a chance of :I 
hir election. 

Now, sir, 1 alu unwilling to tinker ;lt 
the Lrgislaturc of the State, bccuusr 
thesc wrongs exist in our methods OL‘ 
election. If we cannot redress the+, 
wrongs, and cannot inaugurate a t:dir syc- 
tern of elections, let us confess that our 
republican system of government is 211 
utter failure and absndon it entirely, an(l 
substitute a system for it that shall opt’- 
rate for the good of the people, and which 
shall not pollute our elections with l’er- 
nicious frauds. I am not willing to seek 
redress for the trouble we are under with 
regard to the Legislature by infrequent 
sessions of that body. That argument. ii’ 
it is followed to its logical conclusioll. 
would banish the Legislature front t,hr 
State entirely. If we arc to diminish thv 
wrongs that are perpetrated by holdi!l.ti 
less frequent sessions, we can rid our- 
selves of thesc wrongscntirely by abolislr- 
ing the sessions of the T,egislaturc an(! 
not holding *them at all. Now I do not 
propose to recepitulato the nrgument~ 
that have been urged, or that might ir~s 
urged, in favor of annual acsaions. 

Whbn I consider the multiplied nnrl 
varied interests of four millions of people’, 
rapidly increasing in wealth and rapidl) 
increasing jn numbers, I cannot dol1l)l 
that annaal sessions of the Lcgislatur,~ 
must bc necessary for tho prosecution 01 
the business of so great a Colnlzlorlrvcal1.11. 
Nor do I believe or see that the evil is tr, 
remedied by the passage of goneral’ls\vs. 
What long experience and what period ot 
time have been required in the past and 
will be required in the future to dcvis<h 
proper general laws for t,he government OF 
the Commonwealth ? Take the railroad 
system of the State. Who shall say to 111(” 
that it would have been possible twcnt) 
years ago to hare framed a general Gl- 
road law for the Comrnonw~eslth of l’cnn- 
Sylvania that would have been wise anil 
practical in its operations. We needccl 
tho long cxpericnco of these years, and 
wc needed the knowledge that we hnvr 
nnnuall- derived from these matters, be- 
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fore we could devise an appropriate gen- 
cm1 railroad law for the State as practi- 
cally as we can do now. Take, then, the 
manufacturing interests of the Common- 
wealth. Where does there stand on the 
statute book any law of this, or any other 
Commonwealth, which is less efficient for 
tho good purpose for which it was enacted 
than the general manufacturing law and 
its supplements in the State of Pennxyl- 
vania. There is nothing in it to induce 
capital to enter corporate organizations. 
Capital is protected from the curious and 
inquisitive supervision which is exercised 
over its corporate use under the authority 
of that law when it is applied by private 
enterprises alone, and there is no advan- 
tage,under the general law of Pennsyl- 
vania, for aggregated capital, applied to 
manufacturing purposes over the opera- 
tions of the ordinary forms of partnership. 
When I contemplate the vast interests of 
this Commonwealth, I perceive that our 
citizer.s are in a constant state of progress 
and improvement. 

Each year we will be more freshly alive 
to these interests, and being better in- 
formed, will be better able to generalize 
the facts that may come to our knowledge 
in order that we may form suitable gen- 
eral laws for the government of the Com- 
monwealth ; and this operation must go 
on from year to year. It issteadily going 
im, and it will continue to go on for all 
time to come. There can be no year in 
which there will not be fresh light illu- 
minating the wisdom of the representa- 
tives of the people aqd aiding them in the 
development of these general laws. Nor 
am I persuaded that there are not many 
interests in this Commonwealth better 
protected by special laws than by general 
laws. I ask wherein has the specialleg. 
islation of this Commonwealth worked 
out the en0rmous disadvantages and mis- 
chiefs to which gentlemen have alluded 
upon this floor? 1 point to the State of 
Ohio, and I ask my friend, formerly a 
citizen of Ohio, (Mr. Minor,) who ad- 
dressed this Convention, whether that 
State, under the operation of her general 
laws, is in any higher condition of pros- 
perity than the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania to-day is under the operation of 
the special laws that have baeu enacted ? 
rSow a general law may fit precisely a 
special casewith the absolute exactness of 
a special law provided for the specific 
case, but the chances are much against 
such a result, while doubtless there are 
objections to special legislation, it is not 

true, as a general rule, that special legisla- 
tion is damaging to the interests of the 
State or to the rights of the Common- 
wealth or any of its citizens. We may 
say, Mr. Chairman, as it was very justly 
observed by the gentleman from Colum- 
bia, (Mr. Buckalew,) that the House is the 
grand inquest of the Commonwealth. It 
exercises supervision over every depart- 
ment of government as a kind of conser- 
vator of purity and fidelity in the admin- 
istration of thoir duties and functions. 
You cannot, without peril, emancipate 
then your Executive department, or eman- 
cipate the financial department of your 
government from the usual supervision 
which tho House is accustomed to exercise 
over them. For this reason it is neces- 
sary, it seems to me, that annual sessions 
should take place. We cannot foresee 
with the vast and varied interests of this 
Commonwealth, distinctly, two years 
ahead what measures may be required 
for the interest of the Commonwealth. 

The people have a right to be always on 
hand-always jealous, and always watch- 
ful of the discharge of duty upon the part 
of the various departments of the govern- 
ment, that they may promptly and read- 
ily apply redress if it is required. Now 
it was with these views that I cast my 
vote a few days ago in favor of biennial 
elections. I acquiesced in the action of 
the Convention upon this subject, but I 
would have preferred annual elections. I 
would have the popular branch of the 
Legislature reflect quickly and smsi- 
tively the various changes of the public 
sentiment and feeling. I would have an- 
nually elected members of the Legisla- 
lature, but the Convention has determined 
otherwise, and I acquiesce in its decison ; 
but on the question of biennial sessions I 
desire earnestly to entreat gentlemen to 
pause and consider before they shall de- 
cide that it is wise for the people of this 
Commonwealth to have their Legislature 
assemble once in two years instead of an- 
nually, as has been the ancient practice of 
our Commonwealth. 

Mr. GIBYON. Mr. Chairman : I did not 
expect to take any part in this discussion, 
and therefore I am scarcely prepared to 
espress all the ideas which are now inmy 
mind in regard to this subject. Like the 
eloquent and distinguished gentleman 
(Mr. Cuyler) who has just taken his seat, 
I was for a long space of time in doubt as 
to which way I should vote in regard to 
this question of annual and biennial ses- 
sions. I have now arrived at a conclu- 
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sion. I was not present the other day 
in the C:onvention when the vote was cast 
nor in the committee of the whole which 
tletermined as towhether electionsshould 
be held every two years or not, and 1 
missed a part of the interrsting debate 
which took place on that occasion. All 
that I have learned is from the reports in 
the public prints: but, sir, looking at the 
arguments on bothsides, I think that this 
Convent,ion will make a very great mis- 
take, and that it will subvert the princi- 
ciples on which this Commonwealth and 
all free governmentsare founded, and vio- 
late the principles of republican and 
democratic government, if we should 
adopt the principle of biennial sessions. 

I am satisfied, after the best reflection 
that I can give to the subject, that it isnb- 
solutely necessary and e.ssential to the 
welfare of this community, and of all free 
government, that there should bo an an- 
nual representation and expression of the 
will of the people. It has been stated 
upon this floor that corruption exists in 
the popular branch of the Legislature. 
The Senate,as well as the House of Reprc- 
sentatires, have becnattackctl in this Con- 
vention, and members here have stood np, 
as a matter of course, aud defended the 
representatives of the will of the large 
body of the people of Pennsylvania. I be 
lieve the people of Pennsylvania to be 
pore and upright, and it is only because 
czrtain men have taken in charge and 
controlled the politics of the State that 
this evil of corruption now exists. But, 
sir, it is the same in the moral world as it 
is in the physical world. We cannot re- 
move from the face of nature the defects 
that exist upon it by any constitutional 
provision. Whirlwind, storm and earth- 
quake have their playand mar the faceof 
nature ; the pool will stagnate and animal- 
cnlze breed, and monsters are bred of the 
slime of the ocezan. Political power will 
stngnato and corruption will do its work, 
but I have faith in the people, and if the 
proper machinery and proper principles 
of government are once adopted, the peo- 
ple will ultimately crush out this corrup- 
tiou. It is to the primary elections that 
we must look for the origin of this evil. 

There is one reflection, however, which 
I wish to make in this connection : Sup- 
p3se, in the city of Philadelphia, or the 
city of Pittsburg, or some other of the 
large communities in this State, men 
have succeeded in getting control of the 
political asairs, and that this corruption, 
as it is called, is rip3 in the Legislature of 

the Commonwealth. Ara thcrc not cur- 
tain comlnanities or counties in whic*h, 
from the very time of the fonndation of 
this govcrmuent to the prosent day, nllt 
one word cm be said against a single rep- 
rcsentative that comes from that particn- 
lar district ? They have always been pure 
and honest men, and the people have 
always been fairly and honestly rcpro- 
scntod. 

Are these communities to be punished 
by being denied the right of representa- 
tion, or of annually expressing their will 
because certain other communities have 
sent corrupt men to the Legisla:ure? Is 
it possible that they are to be denied the 
right of representation under the primi- 
ples of a true dclnocratic government Y 
Why, sir, what is the Legislature for? IY 
it a mere piece of machinery ? Are we to 
have legislative changes because this is a 
democratic and republican government, 
and therefore it is necessary to have a 
nnmbcrof men elected as representatives 
who are to form the cliEerent branches of 
the Legislature, but that thoy are to be 
mere pieces of machinery, a part of the 
machinery of the government, and we 
cannot abolish it? So, sir. I do not think 
that it is anything of the kind. I think 
that the Legislature of the State of Penn- 
sylvania is, according to true democratic 
and republican principles, the reprcsentn- 
tivo of the people themaolves. If it is a 
mere piece ofnl.ichinery, why could not :\ 
committee 0: tlir.::. ‘, or a committee of ten, 
or why could 110t :‘lc executive oflicers of 
the Commonw:::~lih devise the laws to bo 
adopted throa~hout $he Commonwealth? 
h-o, sir. Th<: very fact that we have a 
Legislature, a.d that its legislators repre- 
sellt the people of the different sections ot 
this Commonwealth, is the very reason 
theysliouldnnnu;illy have an opportunity, 
through theirrepresentatives, of declaring 
what their will n~&y be with regard to the 
measures that may be proposed by the 
State at large. I trust that the Cyonvcn- 
tion will pzzrdon ine for the crude manner 
in which I have delivered those remarks. 
I did not intend to address tho comrnittec 
upon the subject. I have simply matlo 
these remarks becanse I feel a deep cnn- 
vi&ion that a mistake will be mndc if we 
alter this fundamental rule, and this 
truly democratic and republican principle 
that there shonld be an annual representa- 
tion of the people in the popular branch 
of the Lcgisleture. 

Mr. Dar,Las. Mr. Chairman : I desire 
to say at the outset of my remarks that I 
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heartily concur with all that has fallen 
from the honored delegate at large from 
Philadelphia (Mr. Cuyler) upon the sub- 
ject of election frauds. The body of men 
who have issued the lnanifesto from which 
he read have done me the honor to select 
me as one of their counsel; and in tho 
performance of my duties, under their in- 
structions, I have badoccasion toexamme 
the records of the last election in the pro- 
thonotary’soffice of this county, aud have 
there found, upon the face of those records, 
three thousand one hundred and ten alter- 
edvotes,and tl~ismithoutincludingasir~gle 
alteration that was not patent to the eye, 
or about which there could he any ques- 
tion whatever ; and it has been a matter 
of surprise to me that any gentleman up- 
on this floor should be found to doubt the 
correctness of the general effect of the re- 
marks of the gentlemanon my right, (Mr. 
Cuyler,) in relation to election frauds; 
but I confess that I am at a loss to un- 
derstand what the truth or falsity of those 
statements has to do with the question 
now before this committee. I do not be- 
lieve that the people of Philadelphia, or 
the people of any other portion of this 
great (:ommonwealth, are hopelessly wed- 
ded to fraud. That we have such things 
results from the fact that the people of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania have 
fallen into the power of a few designing 
men, who harbor bad purposes and who 
are not above carrying them out. 

But, sir, I think that the argument of 
the gentleman from Philadelphia, (Mr. 
Cuyler,) and of the gentleman from the 
First district, (Mr. Biddle,) as well as that 
of the gentleman from Erie, (Mr. Walk- 
er,) for whom I have a high respect, and 
to whom I listen not 0~11~ with attention 
but with reverence, fails in logical cor- 
rectness in this. I think a great cardinal 
error is committed when we are told that 
the House of Representatives of Pennsyl- 
vania are the people of Pennsylvania. 
That in restricting its number of sessions 
from one every year to one every two 
years, we are derogating from the people 
of Pennsylvania. Sir, in this view, 
which, if it were correct, would control 
my vote, I cannot concur. We forget, sir, 
the dignity of the people of Pennsylvania, 
and the honor of our own body, when we 
assume such a position. The Legislature 
of Pennsylvania are but its agents. We 
are the chosen counsellors of the peo- 
ple, selected to prepare for them their 
letter of attorney to their agent, restricting 
them all, legislative as well as others, in 

the exercise of the powers conferred upon 
them. 

I say, then, it is simply a practical ques- 
tion whether the people of Pennsylvania, 
speaking throogb us, their chosen cc)uu- 
sellers, shall not say m the instrument 
which we are preparing to contain the re- 
strictions upo~i the Legislature : “ Cen- 
tlemen, our servants, our agents-but by 
no means ourselves-you shall horeafcer 
set but once in two years, and not every 
year. ” The gentleman upo~i my right, 
(Mr. Uuyler,) in speaking upon this snb- 
jet:, indicated from whence the objection 
to biennial sessions must really come, foi 
the logic of his mind is such that he coultl 
not avoid following where it led. Ha 
found it necessary, therefore, to aclvocat? 
special legislation. If, however, tl1.B 
voice of the Convention be, as I trust ir 
will, that under some well considered 
provision, proper restriction is to be 
plaCed UpOn SpeCid legi&%tiOll, then theJf+? 
cJn be no necessity for more than bien- 
nial sessions. And the rule is a good one 
in matters of state as in individual aflair.+, 
that our agents should be restricted, as 
far as possible, in view of the work they 
have to do, and if we are to provide that 
the work of the Legislature is to be less 
than one-fifth of what it has hit,herto 
been, then let the number of their SOS- 
sions be reduced at least to the extent 
one-half, 

WC are told upon this floor by a gentle- 
man who lived for a time in the gre&. 
State of Ohio, (Mr. Minor,) and who gave‘ 
us the benetlt of detailing his views upo I 
this su!$.& that Ohio’s general laws, 
since they abolished special legislation, 
have been but one hundred and twenty 
pages a year. In this State, however, 3~ 
examination of our pamphlet laws fo; 
1872 discloses ten times as many pages tr) 
be covered by the productions of our As- 
sembly. Now it is said that Ohio has no. 
the material interests of this State, an I 
therefore it may be well objected that 1~~8 
Legislature may reasonably meet les, 
often than that of this great Commoii- 
wealth. That I believe, sir, to be true tti 
some extent, but not true to the extent oi 
maintaming the argument for mhiob it ia 
advanced. I suppose that the great coal, 
iron and railway interests, all of the L 
great interests in this Commonwealth, R. 
teed the same interests in Ohio, but cer - 
tainly not as ten to one. But, sir, it is ba- 
cause our interests in this State are great; 
because our business is almost beyond 
limit, and must stillincrease ; it is, I say, 
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hec3nsa of the magnitude of our material 
inter&s, that wc should not empowcrour 
agents to constantly tinker with theni. I 
draw from such f&cts a truth the very 
opposite of the matters stated upon this 
floor in favor of annual sessions. There is 
lxobably not in this Convention a lawyer 
who does not know that not only our busi- 
ness interests, but even cases actually in 
court, are constantly affected by legisla- 
tion, and not altvays fairly, and this is 
one of the evils we hope to paliate by 
abolishingnnnualsessions. Suitorsstrong 
and powerful have now the ability to ap- 
proach the Legislature constantly during 
the times when our courts are sitting and 
ask for legislation that shall affect causes 
act.ually under trial. 

The argument that we are taking powci- 
~‘rom the people by changing to biennial 
sessions would, as I have said, be one thzt 
\\ould be overpowering with me, if I could 
cnnrur in it ; and if nnnual sessions would 
tcud to decrease instead of increasing the 
frauds and outrages at elections, to which 
the gentleman from Philadelphia (Xr. 
C’uyIcr) refers, that too would be conclu- 
sive of my vote. But I cannot- satisf~r my- 
rclf of the correctness of such positions, 
and I find it comes back simply to a quos- 
tion of restriction upon the agents of the 
l)enple, to he suggested 1~~ us, and I, for 
one, will vote to rofcr it to tho people, bc- 
(xuse I desire, while I repent what is past, 
to a.;oid what is to come front the State 
T,c:;isl3ture of Pcnnsy:vani:l. 

Xr. Xxsx. Mr. Chairman : I have not 
taken part in this discussion, although 1 
have watched its progress with great in- 
terest, and do not now desire to do so; 
bn: I shall be required to vote on the pro- 
position now pending hcfore tho commit- 
tee, and I wish to give my reasons which 
will guide me in that rote. I an, not one 
of those who come hero for the purpose of 
making speeches to the Convention about 
tile dishonesty of members of th4 State 
I,egislatnre, or toengage in defaming them 
as though they were the greatest villains 
iu the country, because I believe they are 
just as the people make them. That they 
are the average men of this Common- 
wealth, Rnd that if we have rogues and 
villains there it is because too many of us 
who vote for thorn arc men of the like 
character. 

I shall, therefore, not bnsc my vote on 
the question of a fraudulent or a corrupt 
Legislature. I base it upon the principle 
which will guide me in all the votes that 
I shall give here, a principle that ought 

to mitlcrlio every good government, and 
ttlat is that all governments should be for 
the general welfare and the greatest hap 
piness of the greatest number, and that 
our duty will be best performed hex 
when \vve so act as to bring about that ro- 
sn1t. And as me can effect that as much 
indirectly by reducing the burdens of the 
people as by directly increasing their hap- 
piness, therefore I shell vote for biennial 
sessions, for the reason that while the es- 
penses of the Legislature amount to about 
a half a million of dollars per session, iY 
you hzavo but oue session in two years yell 
at least Save that expense to the people. 
When 1 see the evident tendency of this 
Convention to restrict the Legislature 
from engaging in special legislation, and 
thereby remove nine-tenths of their la- 
bors, I can see at a glance that when w’;c 
do thus restrict them we also reduce, bj- 
at least an equal proportion, tho mnount 
of gcnoral legislation which will there- 
after be necessary, because general legis- 
lation, as a rule, now results from the 
enormous amount of special legislation 
which necessitates general legislation 
afterward. 

I shall vote for biemiial scssions,becau*c 
the Legislature, by meeting once in two 
years, ciln accomplish all that is neccssar:- 
for the interests of this Commonwealth, 
unless, as some of the gentlemen have 
said, the appropriation bills c:rmmt bc 
passed. As to that, sir, lot nlc sa>- that if 
it require an expenditure of half a nlillioll 
of dollars to appropriate money for tho 
annual expenses of this (~ol~~unoll~~~e~lltll, 
that Icaring out of the question the cx- 
pensc to whirh the I,cgislnt~lro annuall:, 
subjects the State, the balancr! of the ap- 
propriations do not amount to such an 
enormous sum. And if there were merit 
in that aryumeut it would be a very easy 
matter to meet. It will bc very easy for 
this Convention or the Lcgislaturc to 
provide in their biennial scssious BII 
such a contingency. Kor can I xcc‘ 
how this Convention can fS1 to provide 
for more restricted sessions of the Legis- 
lature. The peopleof this Commonwealth 
are looking for reform. This Conveution 
was called in order to effecl reform, and 
the people are looking to us to givct them 
a fundamental law that shall rcclurc the 
burdens that now oppress them, and the 
proposition to make the scssio~~s of the 
Legislature biennial instead of annual is 
a tendency in the right direction. Jt is 
one which the people will sustain and ap- 
prove, and I apprehend that if TW wish 
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the Constitution we are to frame approved 
by the people, we should so draft it that 
it shall command their approbation. Fat 
the reasons named I shall vote for bien- 
nial sessions. 

Nr. J. PRICE WPTXEKILI.. Mr. Chair- 
man : I will not occupy the time of this 
committee for more than a very few mo- 
ments in speaking in reference to this 
matter. I am clearly in favor, not only of 
biennial elections, but also of biennial 
sessions, and my remarks shall apply 
simply and only in answer to the argu- 
ment that has fallen from the lips of my 
colleague from Philadelphia (Mr. Cuy- 
ler.) In the first place I agree entirely 
with him in reference to the fraud and 
corruption to which he has so eloquently 
nlluded, and at the same time I regret 
that when a political criminal, a man who 
has committed fraud in an election, has 
been arrested and by due process of law 
placed in a felon’s cell, there can be found 
in this or any other city men who are so 
anxious to get him out, so anxious to al- 
low him to run at large, so anxious that 
hc may reproduce that fraud and corrup- 
tion for which he was incarcerated, that 
they will sign a petition for his pardon. I 
rejoiced to hear the gentleman from 
Philadelphia (Mr. Cuyler) condemn any 
n~an who is guilty of an act of that sort 
oithcr in general or State elections. I 
know, sir, that the other day, after a great 
deal of trouble, our courts did convict 
and incarcerate in this city a man notori- 
ously connected with political corruption. 
And, sir, that man was recently par- 
doned; pardoned upon the application of 
some of the best men, some of the leading 
men in the city of Philadelphia. Know- 
ing that fikct very well, I rise in my place 
to sky here and now, that I hope every 
man will join in the severe rebuke which 
the gentleman from Philadelphia (Mr. 
Cuyler) has given to that sort of proce- 
dure. 

The gentleman has said, and I merely 
allude to this because it hay not been 
touched upon by any of the gentlemen 
who have so far spoken upon the subject, 
that he believes that the railway inter- 
ests of thip great State will suffer if an- 
nual sessions shall not be the rule. Why, 
sir,in the little infomatidn that Ican gather 
in regard to that matter, in conversation 
with some of the men who help manage 

. the vast railroad interests df this State, I 
find that what the)-, in the main, desire, is 
a gcnowl railroad law, broad and com- 
prehensire, under which any corporation 

can have the free and proper rights which 
the &ate is bound to bestow upon then), 
and that the railroad companies mostI? 
fear this. They do not ask for special leg- 
islation. They would prefer general laws, 
but thy say that they must be repre- 
sented in Harrisburg in order that adverse 
legislation shall not be passed to their 
injury. 

Give US a good general railroad law 
and there will be no special legislstion 
asked for. We have, to-day, upon our 
statute books a railroad law which is inef- 
fective ; a railroad law, as the gentlemen 
in the minority report state, under which 
not one single rail can be laid. That is a 
reason why so much special legislation is 
asked ; for ‘6 this is the reason why rail- 
road companies must ask for special legis- 
lation, because they cannot, under an im- 
perfect railroad law, act with advantage 
to the stockholders or the public; ” but 
give them such a law as will bo framed 
by a proper body, broad and comprehen- 
sive, and then they will be satisfied. 

The same remarks will apply to the mau- 
ufacturingintcrests of this&ate. I know 
very well that, as our peoplegrow in years, 
they will need goneral manufacturing 
laws upon a brwad, comprehensive basis. 
I know very well, to meet the sharp tradt? 
competition that now exists, aggregated 
capital must be secured. What the dealer 
n~antsar~dwhatthomonufacturerdemand.r 
is a stable manufacturing law. They do 
not wish to be in such a position that the> 
must keep their attention fixed upon 
Harrisburg, every year, to see whether 
the law has changed. Is it not quite sufi- 
cient tliat they, as at present, must hart 
their attention fixed upon Washington, 
where revenue and tariff laws are con- 
tinually chrtnging to their injury, and 
should they be compelled to watch both 
points? We want ageneral railroad law ; 
we want a general manufacturing law, 
both fixed and stable. Stability is the 
life of trade. With annual sessions the 
danger of change is great; with biennial 
sessions that danger is reduced one-half, 
and thereby will bring relief, as far as it 
goes, to the constant dread of too much 
legislation upon the vast interests of 
mining and manufact,uring in the State. 

For these reasons I do hope that the sec- 
tion, as it has been presented by the com- 
mittee, will be adopted. 

Mr. &LINE. Mr. Chairman: I desire to _ 
say but few words upon this question. I 
was opposed to changing the Constitution 
from annual to biennial elections of the 

I 
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Legislature; but this Convention, by a 
very large majority, have dccidcd other- 
wise, and therefore I submit,. But upon 
this question, Mr. Chairman, I think there 
should he r o two opinions in this Conven- 
tion. Although not much harm may 
arise from electing the members of the 
lower house of the Legislature every two 
years, yet I apprehend that tho great 
interests of the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania require that that branch of the 
Legislature, or that the Legislature, should 
meet annually. There is a groat deal 
more business for the Legislature to do 
for the people of Pennsylvania than is 
supposed by my friend, the gentleman 
from Somerset, (Xr. Baer,) or by those 
who have spoken here with reference to 
special legislation. There is a great deal 
more for the people, in the representative 
capacity, to do than that. We have all 
our moral, social and educational interests 
to tend to. We have our system of cotn- 
man schools thnt require an annual ap- 
propriation and anuunl supervision. We 
have all our various educational interests 
of the State, onr charitable institutions, 
penitentiaries, and everything of that 
kind, that must, and will, from year to 
year, and one year after another, more 
pnrticularly as the State increases in 
wealth and population ; all these matters 

I will, more and more, require the atten- 
tion of annual sessions of the Legislature. 

Mr. Chairman, reference was made the 
other day to the State of Ohio, by the gen- 
tleman from Crawford (Mr. Minor.) Re- 
ference has been made this morning to his 
remarks by the gentleman from Philu- 
delphia (Ur. Dallas,) that they elect their 
members of the Legislature biennially, 
and that t,hey get along swimmingly since 
the adoption of their Constitution of 1850. 
I, perhaps, have had some little know- 
ledge with regard to the working of the 
laws and of the Constitution of Ohio. I 
have been there often. I have had some 
transactions in their courts, and under 
their laws, and so far as their judicial sys- 
tem is concerned, I have no hesitation in 
saying that a worse one does not exist in 
any State in this Union ; and, with regard 
to biennial elections of the Legislature, 1 
have it from the highest authority in that 
State, from a gentleman high in position 
now, a distinguished Senator of the United 
States, from the Stat:! of Ohio-1 refer to 
Judge Thurman-with whom I had some 
correspondence this last summer upon 
this very sul)ject, and I am informed by 
him that although the election of their 

Legislature occurs biennially, since the 
adoption of their Constitution of lAR0, 
thcrc: has not betin a single year, but one, 
in which the,y have not had annual sos- 
sions of the I,egislaturc. -\nd I was in- 
formed further, sir, by that gentleman, 
that the Convention which was then pro- 
lx~ctl to Ix called, and which has since 
been provided for, would strike from rho 
Constitution that provision and elect the 
members of the Legislature annually. 

Xow, sir, if the esperiencc of Ohio is 
worth anything, it is worth something to 
us ~zpon that subject. But I care not 
what Ohio does. I care not what Xary- 
land does, or West Virginia, or any other 
Stato with regard to this subject. I niu 
satistied that the welfare of the people of 
Pennsylvania require, if not annual clec- 
tions, at least annual meetingsof the (Gen- 
eral Assembly. Therefore, I hope the 
amendment uow proposed mill prevail, 
and although we may elect our members 
of the Legislature every two years, that 
they shall assemble at Harrisburg annu- 
al lp. 

Mr. Wnnnnk-. Mr. Chairman: I ain 
one of those who voted for biennial elcc- 
tions of members of the Legislature, de- 
signing at the time, unless my judgment 
was changed by some person, to vote for 
annual sessions. I will, very briefly, give 
my reasons for that vote. 

I look upon the legislative department 
of the government as the people’s de- 
partment, as the people’s guard against 
the encroachment of power through the 
governmental machinery, through bad 
influcncc, through those attempts to sub- 

vert the rights, and the liberty, arid tho 
happiness of the pooplc. 

I shall vole for annual sessions, because 
they wouldben restraint upon the Eseon- 
tive power. If we adopt biennial sessions 
we must ncccssarily increase the power of 
the Executive. We cannot lessen the 
power of this people’s department, the 
legislative department, without adding 
the power taken therefrom to some other 
department ; therefore I say that bicn- 
nial sessions necessarily increase the pew- 
er of the Esccutivc dcpdrtmcnt. 

I shall vote for annual sessions, becansc 
biennial sessions must necessarily lead to 
the increase of t,he power of the judiciary. 
If we have a curso in the State of l’cnn- 
sylvania from which we ought to be dc- 
livercd, it is that year after year legisln- 
tion has bocn increasing the jurisdiction 
of the courts, aud extending that jurisdir- 
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tion to subjects not at all pertinent to the 
i udiciary. 

I am of the opinion if you take from 
this legislative department some power, 
or the opportunity of exercising power, 
as you will by the bienrrial sessions, you 
must extend the scope of the work of the 
judiciary. 

Mr. TIIMPLE. Mr. Chairman: I desire 
to express, very briefly, the reasons for the 
vote which I expect to cast upon this 
question. 1 have frequently been asked 
whether I was in favor of bienuial sessions 
of the Legislature, and asked by a great 
rrtany prominent gentlemen who reside 
it) the district which I have the honor, in 
part, to represent. I shall not, at this 
time, follow the example of some gentle- 
wren here, by speaking at length of the 
frauds and corruptions which are said to 
exist in this city, because I am one of 
those who believe that the people of Phik- 
delphia are quite as good and honest and 
tmral in every sense as the people of any 
other place in this Commonwealth. My 
colleague, (Jtr. Cuyler,) I think, could 
lrnre gone further than he did, and, pro- 
bably, would have gotten to the very root 
of this evil, had he taken. into contem- 
plation another reform which is likely to 
bc adopted by this Convention. I desire 
10 state to the members of this Con\Ten- 
tion that my opinion is, that the reform 
which is likely to be adopted will, to a 
great extent, do away with the frauds and 
corruptionswhich have existed heretofore 
in the city of Philadelphia. When we re- 
move the prices which have heretofore 
been offered to trading politicians of the 
city of Philadelphia, then we remove, in 
mv humble judgment, the source of all 
evils. 

Now what is the condition of affairs in 
the city of Philadelphia now, so far as 
holding a fair election is concerned ? Un- 
der our present Constitution for almost all 
the city and county offices there is sum- 
cient reward ofleered to bhe voung man 
who secures one of those posit”ions to lead 
them to adopt most desperate means to at- 
tain that end. The gentleman from Phila- 
clel1~l~ia (Mr. Cuyler) could have gone fur- 
ther this morning, and he could havesaicl 
to this Convention,nnd to the people of the 
C’en:rr~onwc~lth of Pennsylvania, that, in 
out’ present system of jurisprudence in 
~‘l~ii~rlelphia, it is no manner of use to 
;tlr&:rtake to rebuke or to punish these 
Er %lI(IS. But I cannot, for the life of me, 
RPC! what this has to do with holding bien- 
n!:+l sessions. I cannot see what the par- 

don of the man Brown, who was convict- 
ed of fraudulent voting, has to do with 
the annual sessions of the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania. 

Iam not one of those persons who bc- 
liove thnt nny honest und reputable citi- 
zen over signed a recommendation for the 
pardon of that mnn, and I thought when 
tho gentlcm:m from Philadelphia (Mr. 
Wetherill) said that mnny men in high 
places and of high reputation signed this 
Petition for Ohis pardon, that he must have 
been mistaken. I undertake to say, sir, 
that no man who valued his reputation 
would have signed the petition for that 
psrdon, or for the pardon of any other 
criminal of known reputation in that direc- 
tion. But what has this to do with bien- 
nial sessions of the Legislature? 

Hy adopting the theory of the gentle- 
men who have spoken upon the other side 
they arc holding out more frequent in: 
ducements to the Legislature, which they 
aity is composed of corruptionists, to per- 
petrnte these very frauds. It is not what 
we call special legislation, in the general 
acceptation of the word, that we desire to 
get rid of so much. I agree with the gcn- 
tleman from Philadelphia, (Mr. Cuyler,) 
that special legislation, in many instances, 
is necessary. I believeit is nticessery in 
order to properly develope the great inter- 
ests of our State, but it is whut I would 
term legislative jobbery that we should 
get rid of. 

It was only yesterday that I read in the 
Philadelphia papers that a bill had been 
introduced into the Pennsylvania Legisla- 
ture, by one of our representatives, to 
abolish, altogether, oneof the departments 
of the city of Philadelphia ; I refer to the 
board of health department, and if you 
will take up the newspapers and read the 
names of the gentlemen who a.rc the pro- 
jectors of this evil, you will find that they 
are either tmding politicians, men out of 
employment, or men who are enemies of 
society. 

Now if you give LIS amrual sessions of 
the Legislature, you open the door still 
wider to these people to go to Harrisburg 
and ask for such special legislation asthis. 
There is not a citizen in the State of Penn- 
sylvania to-day who believes that any 
legislation is necessary. Why was it asked 
for? Because certain politicians in this 
city, who had made all the money that 
they expected they could, thought they 
might get upnnother job. They ran oif to 
Harrisburg in order to oust others from 
positions in which they were honorably 
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;9aced. They haT:c the inlpudcncc too%] to pass them through the British Pariia- 
a hill in the House of ILcpresentntives luont. In that body a commission is is- 
asking thcabolition, altogetber,of our city sued, and all the evidence that bears 
government, and to reinstate in office upon a question is gathered patiently and 
men who are unworthy of tho confIdetIre thoughtfully. Then, after it is gathered, it 
of the people. isrofcrrcd to a committee, carefully di- 

Sow it has been said that the Legisla- gested, ant1 a general law is the result ot 
ture should assemble only for the pm- such :m invcwtigntion. 
paso of having our appropriations propcr- tieneral la~vs, hastily passed as the 
ly attended to. To be sure that is a very gcnoral laws of the Commonwealth oi 
grave question, and in fact the question l’ennsylvnnia have been, arc very apt to 
WC have now under consideration is one be, as I believe they are apt to be in other 
of the very gravest character; but we Stntcs also, hurtful iustead of bcncticinl, 
should look at it in all its lights, and if and special legislation comes to be neceq- 
WC believe that we can have less evil sary in a large degree, by reason of the 
emanating from having our Legislature imperfect character of the general law. 
assemble biennially, I believe this C’on- I would pass general lams after a thor- 
vention should so provide. ough and careful study of the whole qlles- 

The gentleman from Fayette (Mr. tion. I would not pass a general law until 
Icaine) has said that in the State of Ohio, all the facts that ought to enter into the 
since 1850, although the Constitution pro- consideration in the framing of that la\\ 
vides for biennial sessions, that they slave had been carefully gatheredand cnreful1.v 
annual sessions. Then we are to believe tlig&etl. Even after t113t was dOllC, Oi’- 

that in the State of Ohio there have exi- cnsions would present themselves whc~rt: 
gencies arisen, in every instnnuc, that the law, by reasonof its gencmlity, w~otlltl 
demanded a session of the Legislature; fail to :Ichie\-o the purpose, and n sprcial 
and why should not that bc the C,ZSC Ytatute WXI~~ be necessary. 
here? We expect to place in the Consti- I wish to be understood as saying that 

tution of our State, as adopted, as I under- . the necevsity fol general laws will always 
stand it, a proviso or a Clause, giving thC rontinue to eliist. The Legislature could 
(Governor the power to call the Lcgisla- not to-day, e\-en if all the facts were bc- 
ture togother whenever, in his judgment, fore it, pass those goneral laws which 
he should deem it wise, and for the best shall meet the necessities of the Common- 
interests of the State; and I do believe wealth for ages to come. Sew classes of 
t)l:tt, taking this view of the question- subjects will constantly arise ; new clue+ 

outside of this clamor of fraudulent elcc- tious constantly present tbemselvcs, nncl 
tions-because I believe that the reforms there will be a necessity for the pass:*gck 
of which I spoke a while ago, and the re- of gcncral laws for all time. Such w:IR 

iixms that this Convention certainly will the thought I meant to express M hen I 
adopt, will do away with all that kind of WJS last upon the Iloor. If I was nndcr- 
business-wh.en I cast my vote it will be stood as advoceting special legislation, to 
cast upon this subject, basctl upon Ihc the exclusion of general legislation, J 
t,heory that wvc will have honest olcctions either in the llasto of speaking espressotl 
;Ind honest legislators, and that they ltlJ-self more strongly thiln I designell to 
will do the will of the lx?oplc who .send do or have been misapprehended. 
them. Mr. LIr,Lx. Mr. Chairman: I anI in 

Mr. CUYLER. Mr. Chairm:ui : I dcsirc Alvor of annual cl&ions and ennnnl 
to mnkc a single remark, because I find sessions, and will vnto therefor in Con- 
in one respect I was misapprehcntled in yention, upon see and reading, an shall 
what I said a little while ago. I did not put myself upon the record as so doing, 
intend to use language which would lead when the yeas and nays arc called. 
gentlemen to think that I was in favor of Them is one thing that has not bci+n 
special legislation as against general legis- I;;tid upon this stIbject, on3 argument in 
iation, at all times and under all cireum- favor of annual clecsions that has not been 
stances, yet I tind there arc gentlcmcn touched. Suppose the Governor of the 
on this floor who seem to have understootl Coulmon~~,t~altll should commit a misde- 
lnc as thus having expressed myself. ~noanor against the laws of the common- 

I am in favor of gcncral legislation, wealth, to such an extent that his im- 
founded upon a large generalizntion of peachmcnt would bc necessary. Nom, sir, 
facts cautiously ascertained. I won111 is ho going to 0.~11 a session of the Legisln- 
pass general laws as they are acccrx~r~tl ~:IPC TV imprdch himself? You will have 
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an iutorrcgunm of two years. In the 
meantime his office will expire, and he 
will go unwhipped of public justice, be- 
cause of your biennial sessions. 

Mr. BUCKALEW. The same with other 
officers. 

Mr. LILLY. The same thing is true of 
his appointeqor other officers that are 
his friends. You cannot reach them at all 
until the Legislature meets. The old 
Constitution says, and I presume the new 
Constitution will say, that impeachment 
lies with the Legislature. 

Sow that is a strong argument that we 
make for annual sessions, in addition to 
what the gentleman from Columbia (Nr. 
Buckalew) and others have said. 

I do not wish to nauseate the Conven- 
tion or the people by saying anything 
about the corruptions of the Legislature. 
We have already heard enough upon that 
subject. I have had a little experience at 
Harrisburg. I was a member of the Leg- 
islature a great many years ago, at the 
time when my friend from Delaware (Mr. 
Rroomall) said there was no corruptron. 
I am prepared to say that we uever heard 
of it at that time. 

1 have been there since, as a member of 
the lobby, no t belonging to a rinp. how- 
ever, but for the purpose of seeing legiti- 
mate bills through. I admit that I have 
met with this corruptIon, as it is called, 
not from members of the Legislature, but 
by the lobby, who had influence to pro- 
vent legislation. They have held my bills 
there for weeks and months, but when I 
got them to understand that I never paid 
a penny for the passage of a bill, my bills 
passed, and if every other gentleman and 
every corporation that goes to Harrisburg 
and asks forlegislation that is proper, and 
rigidly stands by the same princinle, vou 
will get rid of the corrupti-on. There is 
where the difficulty lies. If vou go to 
Harrisburg and leave your pocket-book 
at home all corruption will cease. 

I do not wish to say anything further 
upon that subject. I have been in the 
State of Indiana considerably since they 
have had their biennial sessions. I have 
met and talked with many gentlemen 
there, and I can say that I never have 
talked with one that is in favor of their 
system of biennial sessions. All of them 
tell me that it is necessary that their Leg- 
islature should meet once a year, and they 
suffer greatly when it does not meet. I 
have asked them why they do not get 
their Governor to call a special session. 
They answer that he is afraid to do so 

for fear the people will not like the es- 
pense, and he does not like to take the 
odium upon his own shoulders, of oalling 
aspeoislsession. The consequence is that 
they have to suffer for it. 

For these reasons, Mr. Chairman, I 
make this statement. I do not call it a 
speech. I did not intend to make a 
speech, and I hope the vote will be taken. 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Chairman: I do not 
design to detain the committee but a few 
minutes. In reply to what the gentleman 
from Carbon (Mr. Lilly) has just said, 
with reference to the condition of things 
in Indiana, I will meet the statement, 
or the statement of the gentleman with 
whom he has conferred, as to the actaal 
workings of the biennial system in that 
State, by the fact that Illinois, the adjoiu- 
n g State has adopted it by the Constitu- 
tion of ls70. It seems to me that a fact of 
that kind is more conclusive in its chnr- 
acter than the desultory conversations 
that the gentleman may have had with 
citizens of Indiana. So much for thxt 
point. 

There are many things that I woald 

like to sav. but I will not trespass upon 
the time oi: the Convention ; hi the tjell- 
tleman from Philadelnhia (Mr. Riddle) - 
in speaking on last Saturday, in reference 
to this matter, remarked that it would bo 
advontngeous to have a prompt and quick 

, 

responseto the wishes of the people, h.y a 
legislative body which would be quick 
to- assemble. “The inference from this 
argument would be that the body shonltl 
be almost permanently in session, and 
thus crystalized into law the desires and 
wishes of the people. 

Sow I dissent, in toto, from that poai- 
tion. In the few remarks which I made 
on a former occasion, it will be remem- 
bered that I made the statement of this 
general principle that that peopleare gov- 
erned best who are goverened least, and 
I believe that has been true in the past, is 
true now, and always will be true in the 
fnture. I believe there is a disposition to 
look for legislative aid in cases were it is 
not required, and I wollld say, in reply to 
the gentleman from Philadelphia, (Mr. 
Ridd?c,) that I dissent, in toto, from his 
view of the necessity of prompt legisla- 
tion. I believe in the language of Martin 
Van Buren, that there is such a thing an 
the sober, second thought of the people, 
and oftentimes hasty and impulsive a~- 
tion may be taken and legislation effected 
under that impulse which is not needed 
and not rquired. Sow one word in 
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reference to the remarks of the gentlc- &ions of the LegMature in this State, 
man who preceded me in regard to these when they have worked so well in other 
l),~ir!ts. Ho spoke of the vast and varied States, and have never been repealed in a 
interests of the State of Pennsylvania as single instance where they have been 0uCe 
one reason why there should he annual adopted. 
sessions of the Legislature. I would ask Mr. CaxmeLL. Mr. Chairman : I will 
the gentleman if he does not know that not detaiu the Couventlon more than a 
the State of Illinclis has advanced more few minutes. I simply wish to make a 
ri3pitlly than any other Stntcin the Union, statement in reference to the vote that I 
and has not experienced any of this im- &all give upon this subject. Believing 
l)we le$slation since the adoption of bi- in the democratic theory of gorernmellt, 
chnnial sessions. I believe that the statis- that all power is inherent in the people, 
tics will bear me out in saying that the and that all just government, as my friend 
State of Illinois has increased in material from Somerset (or. fiaer) very happily 
wealth and prosperity in the last decade expressed it a few moments ago, shoultl 
1:rster than any other Sitate. I may he provide the greatest good for the greatest 
Inixiaken in point of fact, but I think that number of people, and believing, further*, 
this progress and improvement is aloscly that all the officers or servants of the pea- 
connected with the vast and varied in- pie should be directly, andatshort inter- 
terests, manufixturing and otherwise, vals, accountable to them, I shall cant 
throughout the State. I therefore think nry vot,e, not only for annual sessions of 
that the gentleman’s argument entirely the Legislature, but also, when the tinw 
falls to the ground. The gentleman from arrives, and the subject comes before the 
Fayette (Mr. Raine) speaks of the ne- Convention, I shall vote for annual elec- 
cessitv of amiual sessions of the Legislu- 
;ure &r the purpose of attending to mat- 

tions of members of the Legislature. I 
believe that the remedy for all the evils 

ters of school interests. I ~0~1~1 ask the from which lve are no\y suffering, as re- 
xntleman if be is not aware that these 
&,a, States that have adopted biennial 

gads the Legislature, lies in the removal 
of the temptation to commit them, by re- 

sessions have also important school in- stricting the powor of pas&q special 
terests, which are not supposed to be nom laws in the I,egislature, and thus getting 
su*erjng. I know the experience of time rid of the immense amount of corrnp- 
is not hurtful, and that it is rather bene- tjon which is now complained of. I think 
Ii&l than otherwise in preventing inju- that these evils will be further remedied 
tlicious and hasty legislation. I do not by providing a simple and Lmre method 
expect that all the evils which afflict this of election by which the people can sclcct 
(!olrlmonwealth are to be remedied by the the proper class of representatives. I be- 
11lerc substitution of biennial for annual lieve that a Legislature, when coml-mscd 
cblcctions. It isonly a part of this general of good men, elected by means of fair 
l)l:m of reform. It is true, as the gentle- elections-of menwho will not he tempted 
?1~m from Philadelphia (Mr. Dallas) in- hy the immense means of corruption 
dicated, that reform should commence at which induence the members of present 
the root, and I venture to Say if this Con- I,egislatures--will prove n bulwark to 
ventlou will apply the axe to the root of the liberties of the people. Snch a Legis- 
the evil we shall sOOn have Pure clec- lature, composed of honest 1~31, ~h0~11tl 
tions. I believe, to some extent, that bi- 
cunial elections will prove an auxiliary 

sit annually, in order to protect the inter- 

to the action of this body, and that it will 
ests of the people from theencroachrlielitu 

become the capstone to the legislative dc- 
of the power of the Esecutive.and of the 
judicial departments of this Common- 

vices wve arc to put in operation. wealth. I believe there is as much (Ian- 
~hosc of our members who ndvoczte bi- c*er to be feared from the Executive de- 

ennial sessions as a part of the Constitu- Dpartment and from the judicial clcpxrt- 
tin,1 look upon them as a part of the gen- ment of the ~orernment, from the posi- 
e::tl scheme of reform. We have never tions which they may take upon matters 
::dvocatrrl bicmG1 sessions as essential, afEecting lhe interests of the people, as 
bL>t :ts a I-alunhlc adjunct to the work of there is from the Legislature. And I 
the Convention. I llave nothing further therefore shall vote to have annual ses- 
ti, 110 now than to close, in perfect candor sions of the Legislature, so that it shall 
arid truth, the views 1 have advanced, and stand between the pcoplc of the State and 
to :\s!; the Convention if it is not a strong whatever usurped power the Executive 
r~~\son for urging the adoption of biennial or judicial ctcpurtmcnts may wish to oxer- 
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cise in subverting or overthrowing their know that an appropriation bill itself is a 
rights. source of wrangle, barter and corruption 

Mr. MACVEAGIE. Mr. Chairman: Be- for services to be rendered in measures 
fore the vote is taken upon this question yet to come. I trust that the Convention 
I simply desire to say that the gentlemen will not take a backward step. Infinitely 
who will vote against it do not wish to be better would it have been to have voted. 
misunderstood. They recognize the evils for annual elections than to vote for bien- 
to which the gentleman from Philadel- nial elections and annual sessions. If you 
phia (Mr. Cuyler) has referred, and which are to have annual sessions, for God’ssake 
his colleague (Mr. Dallas) has admitted, give the people theright to strike out this 
but they agree with the statement of his question. DO not Vote for biennial eleC- 
colleague that the evil of legislative eor- tions and for annual sessions Unless some 
ruption does not necessarily follow,inany special occasion, some great crisis in the 
verygreat degree, from the evils of fraudu- condition of affairs arises, and for that 
lent elections in the great cities. It is not crisis and for that occasion you have made 
true that the Legislature of Pennsylvania, ample Provision. I trust, therefore, that 
as a general rule, is not fairly nominated the committee will adhere to the ground 
and honestly elected. I have never known it took yesterday, and defeat this amend- 
in the county in which I passed almost ment, and admonish, though it cannot 
all my life any man to be unfairly nomi- wholly eradicate, this great evil to which 
nated or unfairly elected, and therefore it the legislation in this State is exposed. 
is idle for the gentleman from York (Mr. Mr. BUCKALEW. Mr. Chairman: I de- 
Cochran) to insist that because gentlemen sire to withdraw theamendment I offered, 
are fairly nominated and fairly elected, and to amend the fifth section, by insert- 
that they therefore are necessarily honest ing after the word ‘6nleet’7 the word “an- 
in their legislative offices. Disgusting nually,” and striking out the following 
private schemes in general terms are words: “ Succeeding the adoption of this 
brought to the legislative body, and the Constitution, and every two years there- 
virtue of legislators is seduced precisely after.” The section will then read : “The 
as the gentleman fromPhiladelphia stated- General Assembly shall meet annually, at 
And one of the crying evils, to which no twelve o’clock noon, on the first Tuesday 
allusion was made yesterday, which is a of January, unless sooner convened by 
complete answer to the argument of the the Governor in special session.” 
gentleman from Columbia, it seems to me, Onthe questionof agreeing to theamend- 
was first mentioned this morning by the ment, a division was called, resulting: 
gentleman from Philadelphia. I was not Thirty-nine in the affirmative ; sixty-four 
present when he stated the matter to ask in the negative. 
him if he did not have professional know- So the amendment was rejected. 
ledge, and that it would be no violation of Mr. FuRox. Mr. Chairman : I of&r the 
duty to state here that such crimes against following amendment, to go at the end of 
the public virtue had been committed, the section: 
as the passing of general laws to affect spe- ‘&And when so convened shall have 
cial vases actually pending in the courts Power m legislate upon no other subject 
of this Commonwealth. That such legis- than such as the Governor may apeoially 
lation has been hadweall know. It isnot an submit for its oonsideration.‘J 
unusualmatter thatwhen awealthysuitor Mr. HAY. Mr. Chairman : I rise to, ~~11 
finds himself at the bar of justice, instead the attention of the Chair to the. l&t that 
of awaiting the decision of his case by the I have already submitted an amendment 
due course of law, he runs to the Legisla- of that character, which is to be voted 
ture and, by a general act of Assembly, upon after the vote has been taken upon 
sweeps away his adversary’s cause, and the amendment to which it is of&red. 
yet gentlemen have said upon this floor Mr. MINOR. Mr. Chairman: I offered 
that the Legislature is the bulwark of the an amendment to the amendment, whie+h 
people. God pity the people of this Corn- I have not withdrawn. 
monwealth, I say from the bottom of my The CHAIRMAN. What was that amen& 
heart, if all their liberties, all their inter- ment, sir? 
ests and all their rightshave no better pro- Mr. MIh’OR. Mr. Chairman : It was to 
tection thanastate Legislature. The peo- the same purport. The gentleman onmy 
ple will protect and defend themselves, right (Mr. Hay) offered an amendmen+ 
and they do not desire even here an ap I offered an amendment to that, and, tm 
propriation, in my jU$gnent, for we all amendme&, was not withdrawn, 

29 
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The C&AIRMAN. The Chair understood 
that both the amendment and the amend- 
ment to the amendment were withdrawn. 

Mr. MINOR. Mr. Chairman: Theamend- 
ment to the amendment was not with- 
dratvn. 

Mr. HAY. Mr. Chairman : The amend- 
ment which I offered to the amendment 
was only withdrawn until the vote should 
be taken on the amendment, which has 
just been voted upon. Then the amend- 
ment to the amendmentwould be inorder. 

Mr. TEMPLE. Mr. Chairman : I call for 
the reading of the amendment to the 
amendment. 

The CLERK. Mr. Hay’s amendment 
was a8 follows : 

“And when convened in special session 
there shall be no legislation upon sub- 
jects not particularly mentioned in the 
proclamation of the Governor calling 
finch session.” 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. Chairman : 1 desire 
the amendment oRered by the gentleman 
from Crawford (Mr. Minor) read for the 
information of the Convention. 

The CLERK. Mr. Minor moved to 
amend the amendment as follows : 

By striking out “in special session,” 
and inserting “who shall state, in writing, 
to both Houses, when assembled, the pur- 
pose for which they are convened.” 

The amendment to the amendment 
(Mr. Minor’s) was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now re- 
curs upon the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from Allegheny (Mr. Hay.) 

Mr. MACVEAGEL Mr. Chairman : I rise 
simply to desire the gentleman from Alle- 
,gheny (Mr. Hay) to withdraw hismotion, 
: as it is at present before the committee, 
and have it referred to the Committee on 
Legislation. The distinction which me 
have tried to keepin ourmindsia, I think, 
a very clear one, That the work of the 
Committee on Legislation included all 
that was necessary to the construction of 
the legislative machine, preparatory to 
going to work, but not directing either 
the mannerof its work or the limitations 
upon its powers when thus constituted. 
The duty devolving upon the Committee 
on Legislation was simply the constitu- 
ting of the machine, and therefore it 
seems to me that this amendment is ap- 
propriate to the Committee on Legisla- 
tion. 

Mr. HAY. Rlr. Chairman : It does not 
seem so to me. There is, of course, a 
great deal of fame inxhat the gentleman 
(Mr. MacVe3ghX justhas said, as there is 

in every thing that he says, but the duty 
of the Committee on Legislation seems to 
me to be specifically to provide subjects 
of legislation, and not to act upon the 
power of the legislative body. I would 
be unwilling to withdraw this amend- 
ment and run the risk of the report of the 
Committee on Legislation, not including 
this subject if the committee of the whole 
is ready to adopt the proposition now. I 
would prefer that it should now be voted 
upon. I am not tenacious as to the 
phraseology of the amendment which 1 
have submitted, and it can at any future 
time be amended, if the Committee on 
Legislation will report anything of the 
kind which will be an improvement on 
the proposition which I have submitted. 
But it seems to me that this is the article 
in which the proposition should be in- 
serted, if at all. The section under con- 
sideration refers t,o the Legislature being 
convened in special session ; therefore it 
seemsto me that;we should herelimit their 
action when so convened, only to such 
subjects as have beenspeciallymentioncd 
in the proclamation of the Governor call- 
ing them together, and of which they 
themselves, the members of the General 
Assembly, and the people have had pre- 
vious information m the Governor’s call. 

If this i8 voted down 1 shall renew it 
when the report of the Committee on Leg- 
islation is presented. 

Mr. SIXPSON. Mr. Chairman : I desire 
simply to say that I would vote for the 
amendment of the gentleman from Alle- 
gheny (Mr. Hay) if it were offered in 
another place, but I shall vote against it 
now. I would vote for such a proposition 
if we had before us the subject of the lim- 
itation of the powers of the Legislature, 
but I think the subject properly belongs 
to the Committee on Legislation, and I 
presume that that committee will report 
a clause covering the idea suggested in 
this amendment in reference to limita- 
tions. And 1 will vote against this amend- 
ment, because it seems to me that it would 
destroy the harmony of this whole article. 
This article, as I take it, and as has beeu 
stated by the gcntlcmeu from Dauphin, 
(Xr. MacVeagh,) is simply framed as the 
framework, the construction of the Lcg- 
islature, shoxing how they are to be 
brought together and assembled, as the 
mechanics say in their workshops. What 
the Legislature is to do when assembled 
is a subject which properly belongs to the 
Committee on Legislation, and therefore 
1 shall vote against it hem, while I may 
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vote for it when we come to consider the 
report of the Committee on Legislation. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. Chairman: I think 
it 1s a perfectly proper amendment, and 
is in exaot1.v the right place, and I think 
we will do better &put it in now. Then 
there will be no mistake about it. There 
will be no danger of its being omitted by 
the Committee on Legislation when that 
committee makes its report. If there is 
to be a special session of the Legislature 
called by the Governor, it is just as well 
that we should say now what shall be con- 
sidered by the Legislature at that special 
session, and that we should incorporate 
into the Constitution a provision that the 
Governor shall state in his proclamation 
the special reasons for calling the Legisla- 
ture together. There are a hundred rea- 

* sons that we oan state why that matter 
should be stated in’the proclamation of 
the Governor, and if such a proposition as 
this is proper to be adopted at all, this is 
precisely the place, in my judgment, 
where we should incorporate it. 

Mr. HAY. Mr. Chairman : I think that 
my colleague, the gentleman from Alle- 
gheny, (Mr. --,I misunderstood the 
nature of the amendment to some extent. 
It would,.of course, be proper in the arti- 
cle upon the Executive department, to re- 
quire the Governor to confine his procla- 
mation to the objeots of his call and to 
state the reasons for issuing the same. The 
object of my amendment in this place is 
to insert a provision confining the Legisla- 
ture to action upon such subjeots as have 
been mentioned in the Governor% procla- 
mation. 

Mr. WRERRY. Mr. Chairman : I sug- 
gest that there are two distinct and sepa- 
rate,limitations here. There is the limita- 
tion upon the Governor for the call of the 
Legislature in extra session, and then that 
is to be followed by the limitation upon 

was called, which resultedforty-one in the 
affirmative, forty-five in the negative. So 
the amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. 

Mr. LANDIS. Mr. Chairman: I desire 
to offer the following amendment. I will 
state before the’amendment is read, that 
in the f&h section there is a provision 
made for the assembling of the Legisla- 
ture every two years. Therefore, for the 
purpose of avoidingambiguity, and of tix- 
ing the day of meeting more certainly, I 
offer the following amendment : 

To insert after the word “and” the 
words ‘I at the same hour on the first Tues- 
day of January.” 

Mr. MACVEA~H. Mr. Chairman : That 
amendment simply carries out the amend- 
ment which was made in the former sea- 
tion. It is simply a verbal a’mendment to 
make the article harmonious in its strut- 
ture, and therefore I trust the committee 
will agree to it. 

Mr.-LANDIS. Mr. Chairman : The ob- 
ject I have in offering this amendment is 
to secure a uniformday for the waem- 
bling of the Legislature. As the section 
at present reads, every few years the day 
of the meeting of the General Assembly 
might falllaterintheweek than Tuesday. 

Mr. DARLINC~TON. Mr. Chairman: I 
move to further amend, as follows : 

To strike out the last three words--” in 
special session.” 

Mr. DARLINQTON. Mr. Chairman: I 
have not offered thisamendment with the 
intention of ocaupying the attention of 
this committee, nor do I propose to speak 
tpon the proposition. 1 desire simply to 
call the attention of the committee to the 
proposed amendment. You will per- 
ceive that the sentence is complete with- 
out the three words which it is the design 
of my amendment to erase. I6 Unless 
sooner convened by the Governor ” would 

the legislative department in its action be the language of the section omitting 
under the 41. It seems to me that the the concluding words as it at present 
question thus naturally divides itself, and stands. Now the Legislature can only be 

j 

that this difficulty can be obviated by convened by the Governor in special ses- 
1 

limiting the present amendment to the sion, and.therefore the words IL in special , 
Executive department. 

Mr. DARLINQTON. Mr. Chairman : 
What is the precise question before the 
committee 7 

T~~,CLERK. *I And when convened in 
special session, there shall be no legisla- 
tion on subjects not particularly men- 
tioned in the proclamation of the Gover- 
nor calling such session.” 

On the question of agreeing to the 
amendment to the amendment, a division 

session ” are redundant. The Governor 
will convene the General Assembly 
whenever he sees occasion for it, and then 
we will have two kinds of sessions-those 
which are provided for in the Constitution 
and those which will be called by the Ex- 
ecutive under special emergencies. But 
the sessions called by the Governor can 
only bespecial sessions, and therefore the 
closing words of this section are unneces- 
sary. They are special sessions, inevita- 
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bly, why then Bay so. Such sessions are 
spoken of in the old Constitution as 
ii whenever he may, on extraordinary oc- 
casions, convene the General Assembly,” 
without saying anything about the form 
or feature of the kind of sessions. The 
words I have moved to omit are unnecee- 
sary. A special call of tha Executive is 
indispensable for any but a periodical ses- 
sion of the Legislature, and, therefore, as 
the sense of this sentence is complete 
without its concluding three words, it 
would be better without them. 

Mr. MACVEAGIH. Mr. Chairman : I re- 
gret that the motion of the gentleman 
from Chester (Mr. Darlington) requires 
that I should say another word on the 
subject of this report. The very object 
sought to be obtained by the Committee 
on Legislature was to allow the Committee 
on Legislation, if they saw fit, to report a 
special limitation on the subjects to be 
logislated upon. And these words were 
supposed to represent that distinction 
very clearly. For instance, the Commit- 
tee on the Executive would report that, 
when the Executive convenes the Legis- 
lature, his proclamation shall declare the 
objects for which it is convened. Then 
the Committee on Legislation can report 
that, when convened in special Session, 
the Legislature shall be limited to the 
objects of the call, and then these three 
words, to which the gentleman from 
Chester objeots, will run through the en- 
tire instrument. I think, therefore. that 
they are useful and should be retained. 

Mr. DARLINQTON. Mr. Chairman: What 
other kind of Bessions would exist when 
the Governor called them than special 
sessions. Special sessions are the only 
sessions the Governor can call, and there- 
fore the use of these three words are un- 
necessary. Any se&on called by the 
Governor is a special session. As the 
sentence stands it is bad gramm+r. It 
would be better to leave these last three 
words out. The sentence would be bene- 
fited by it. 

The amendment to the an!endment 
(Mr: Darlington’s) was rejected. 

The qoestion being upon the section as 
amended, it was agreed to. 

The sixth section was then read as fol- 
lows : 

XI&~. No person shall be a Senator who 
shall not have attained the age of twenty- 
five years, and has been a citizen and in- 
habitant of the State four years next be- 
fore his electiou, and the last year thereof 
an inhabitant of the district for which he 

Bhall be chosen, unless he shall have been 
absent on the public business of the Uni- 
ted Stites or of this State, and no person 
shall hold said office after he shall have 
removed from said district. 

Mr. MACVBAC+X There ia evidently a 
misprint in this section. lit is exactly a 
copy from the Constitution of 188% The 
words “has been,” in the second line, 
ought either to have been omitted, or else 
they should be ‘I have been.” The Clerk 
then erased the word “has,” and, inBert- 
ed “ have.” 

Mr. LEAR. The provision of this sec- 
tion is very nearly the same as it is in the 
Constitution of 1838. As the reading now 
is, however, it will convey the idea that 
I presume it is not intended to convey. It 
says : ‘90 person shall be a Senator who 
shall not have attained the age of twenty- 
five years,” and if you place the next 
clause in connection, ‘%nd who has been 
a citizen and inhabitant of the State four 
years,” Bc. Now it is surely not intended 
to provide that no person shall be a Sena- 
tor who has been a citizen of the State for 
four years; but, on the contrary, I pre- 
sume it was intended to mean that no 
person shall be a Senator who shalt not 
have attainedthe age of twenty-five years, 
and who shall not ~CGVZ been a Citizen for 
four years. Although it is in the Consti- 
tution the same way, it is not correct. It 
should either be all affirmative or all 
negative. It should either state the qualiii- 
cations of a Senator aarmatively, or 8133 
it should state the disyualitications dis- 
tinctly, so as to specifically exclude those 
who should %aot be Senators. I therefore 
move to amend, by inserting the word 
“not” after the word “ and,” so as to read, 
‘Land not have been.” 

Mr. MACVEAGIK I wpuld observe that 
it might be well to refer the question of 
the grammar of the old Constitution to 
my friend from Chester (3fr. Darling- 
ton.) 

Mr. DARLINQTOK. I wish to say to the 
gentleman from Rucks (Mr. Lear) that 
he will attain his object by striking out 
the word “has.” It will then read : “That 
no person who shall not have attained the 
age of twenty-five years and been a citi- 
zen,” kc. 

Mr. HAY. I now move to amend, by 
striking out the words “not have,” after 
the word “and.” For my part I do not 
appreciate the criticism of the gentleman 
from Bucks (Mr. Lear.) I think the old 
Constitution and the section as reported 
by the committee were more correct than 
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we have it now, and, to avoid a motionto 
re-consider, I move to strike out the 
words “not have.” I think the force of 
the first word “not” is carried along to 
the next clause. 

Mr. MACVEA~H. The amendment of- 
fered by the gentleman from Bucks (Mr. 
Lear) has not been adopted. 

Mr. HAY. Has it not? 
Mr. MACVEAOH. No. 
Mr. HAY. I thought it had been. 
Mr. DALLAS. This language is the lan- 

guage precisely of the Constitution of 
1833, and I confess that if there is a gram- 
matical fault in it, I am unable to see it. 
I remember that in my school-boy days, 
not a very long while ago, I was required 
to parse this clause : 6‘ This says there is, 
and that there is no law,” and my school- 
mistress held that the word “ no ” held to 
the entire sentence. If so, the word “not” 
would apply in this ease. 

Mr. CHURCH. I ask the gentleman from 
Allegheny (Mr. Hay) to modify his 
amendment, so as to read : “No person 
shall be a Senator unless he shall have at- 
tained,“&., leaving out the words “who” 
and “not” altogether. 

Mr. hfACVEAGH. I trust the committee 
of the whole will not indulge, t.hought- 
lessly at least, in sudden grammatical 
changes of sections of the Constitution, 
under which we have been living, as is 
the case with this section, which is taken 
from the old Constitution. That Constitu- 
tion was carefully drawn and submitted 
to a committee of revision, and to the Con- 
vention as wellas to the people. 1 do trust 
we will accept the words of the last forty 
years if we accept the doctrine of the last 
forty years. 

The question being upon the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Hay, it was rejected. 

The question then being on the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Lear, it was rejected. 

The question recurring on the section, 
it was agreed to. 

The seventh section was then read, as 
follows : 

Seventh. No person shall be a Repre- 
sentative who shall not have attained the 
age of twenty-one years, and have been a 
citizen and inhabitant of the State three 
years next before his election, and the last 
year thereof an inhabitant of the district 
for which he shall be chosen, unless he 
shall have been absent on the public bnsi- 
ness of the United States or of this State ; 
and no person shall hold said olllce after 
he shall have removed from said district. 

The question being upon the section, it 
was agreed to. 

The eighth section was then read, as 
follows : 

Eighth. No Senator or Representative 
shall, during the time for which he shall 
have been elected, be appointed to any 
civil ofice under this Commonwealth 
which shall have been created, or the 
emoluments of which shall have been 
increased during such time, and no mem- 
ber of Congress or other person holding 
any office (except of attorney-at-law and 
in the militia) under the United States, or 
this Commonwealth, shall be a member 
of either House during his continuance in 
Congress or in office. 

The question being upon the section, it 
was agreed to. 

The ninth section was then read, as 
follows : 

Xkth. No person who has been orherc- 
after shall be convicted of bribery, per- 
jury, or other infamous crime, or who has 
been or may be a collector or holder of 
public moneys, who shall not have ac- 
counted for and paid over, according to 
law, all such moneys due from him, shall 
be eligible to the General Assembly or to 
any oflice of profit or trust in this State. 

The question being upon the section, it 
was agreed to. 

The tenth section was then read, as fol- 
lows : 

Tenth. Every member of the General 
Assembly, before he enters upon his offi- 
cial duties, shall take and subscribe the 
following oath or affirmation : 6‘ I do sol- 
emnly swear (or afflrm) that I will sup- 
port the Constitution of the United States 
and the Constitution of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, and will faithfully discharge the 
duties of Senator (or Representative) ac- 
cording to the best of my ability ; and I 
do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I have 
not paid or contributed anything, or made 
any promise, in the nature of a bribe, to 
corrupt or influence, directly or indi- 
rectly, any vote at the election at which I 
was chosen to fill the said office ; and I do 
further solemnly swear (or atbrm) that, I 
have not accepted or received, and that I 
will not accept or receive, directly or ind - 
rectly, any money or other valuable thing 
frotn any corporation, company or person 
for any vote or influence I may give <r 
withhold on any bill, resolution or appn. 
priation, or for any other official act.” 

Mr. MACVEA~H. Let me call the atter- 
tion of the committee of the whole to a 
misprint in this section. The clause (6 or 
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made any promise in the nature of a bribe, 
to corrupt or influence,” &c., is rendered 
wrongly. The word or should not be 
there at all, and the word corrupt should 
be corruptly, making it read “ corruptly 
influence.” This is a typographical error. 
I wish the Clerk, therefore, would strike 
out the word “or,” and add the syllable 
“1~” to the word LL corrupt.” 

The CLEKK then made the alteration as 
suggested. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. Chairman : I move 
to strike out the oath submitted by the 
committee, and insert the following : 

“That I will support the Constitution of 
the United States and of this State, and 
that I will discharge my duties with fidel- 
ity.” 

I do not desire to address thecommittee 
at lengthupon thisproposition,or,in fact,to 
sayanythingmorethantomakethissimple 
statement of my reason for offering this 
amendment. It seemstome that amanwho, 
having been elected by the people, would 
consent to take such an oath as has been 
reported by the Committeeon Legislatizre 
is just capable of committing all the in- 
famies,which this oath seeks to avoid. 

The question being upon the amend- 
ment, a division was called for, and result. 
ed: In the affirmative, forty-fire ; in the 
negative, fifty-seven. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. ALRICKS. I move to amend, by 
inserting after the word “will” the words 
“honestly and,” so as to make it read 
“honestly and faithfully discharge the du- 
ties.” 

The question being upon the amenci- 
ment, a division was onlled for, and re- 
sulted : In the atirmative, fifty-seven ; in 
the negative, twenty-three. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. LILLY. I offerthe followingamend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the section : 

“That within thirty days after the term 
of office expires he shall file with the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth an affi- 
davit that he has faithfully performed the 
duty, and has not, in atiy way, iriolated 
the oath taken when he entered upon his 
duties.” 

T.he question being upon the amend- 
ment, it was rejected. 

Mr. EWING. I move to amend, by strik- 
ing out the word “corruptly,” for, as I 
rend it, it is just as complete without it. 

If he pays money to “ influence ” that is 
corruption. 

Mr. MACVEAOE. Yes; but the word 
corruptly fortifies the preceeding state- 
ments, “have not contributed anything,” 
&c. 

Mr. EWING. Then it is not corruptly 
punctuated. 

The question being upon the amend- 
ment, it was rejected. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Chairman : I confess 
I like the words of the old Constitution, 
in some respects, better than the words of 
this section. I prefer the words “this 
Commonwealth” to the words “this 
State.” I move that this change be made. 

The question being upon the amend- 
ment, a division was called for, and re- 
sulted: In the affirmative, fifty-two; in the 
negative, twenty-nine. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HANNA. I move toamend, by strik- 
ing out all after the word “ability,” SO 
as to close the oath with the clause “will 
honestly and faithfully discharge the du- 
ties of Senator (or Representatjve) accord- 
ing to the best of my ability.” 

Mr. H. W. P~LXER. Mr. Chairman: 
Before the question is taken on this oath 
I desire to say a word or two. I suppose 
the purpose is to prevent the use of money 
in elections. It seems to me you can 
drive a four-horse team through this sec- 
tion, and all around it. If we are going 
to have an iron-clad oath let us have one. 
Of course, we all understand that mouey 
is used. Here it provides that no man 
shall give money to corruptly’ influence 
votes. Well, who ever does give money 
to corruptly influence votes? But, sir, I 
yield for to-day to a motion that the com- 
mittee rise, as it is near the hour of ad- 
journment. 

Mr. CLARK. I move that the committee 
do now rise, report progress and ask leave 
to sit again. Which was agreed to. 

So the committee rose. 

IN CONVENTION. 

Mr. CHARLES A. BLBCK. Mr. Press- 
dent: The committee of the whole has 
had under consideration the report of the 
Committee on Legislature, and have in- 
structed me to report progress and ask 
leave to sit again. 

Leave was granted. 
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QUALIFICATIONS OF LEGISLATORS. Mr. STANTON moved that the Conveu- 
tion do now adjourn, which was agreed 

The PRESIDENT presented a communi- to. 
cation from Spencer High, relating to So, at one o’clockandfifty-five minutes, 
qualifications of legislators, which was the Convention adjourned until to-mor- 
laid on the table. row morning at eleven o’clock. 

8 
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THIRTIETH DAY. 

THURSDAY, January 30, 1873. 

The Convention met at eleven o’clock. 
Rev. Mr. CURRY offered prayer, as fol- 

lows : 
We come before Thee, this morning, Oh 

Lord, confessing that from everlasting to 
everlasting Thou art God,and beside Thee 
there is none other. With becoming rev- 
erence we approach Thy presence this 
morning and thank Thee for the sunlight 
of another day, for t:le healthand strength 
we enjoy, for the privilege we have of ad- 
dressing the Throne of Divine Grace. We 
ask Thy blessing this morning upon our 
deliberations. During the sessions of the 
Convention that framed our present Uon- 
stitution in 1837 and 1838, and from that 
period to the present, as a Commonwealth 
we have flourished, and we have pros- 
pered in all our institutions. Here we 
are to-day, Heavenly Father, striving to 
make some improvement upon the a~- 
tions of that Convention. Help us in Thy 
fear and in Thy name to do that which is 
honorable and right, that our posterity 
may rise and call us blessed. Hear us, 
and bless us, and finally save us, in Je- 
sus Christ. Amen. 

TERNS OF PRESENT SRNATORS. 

Mr. CLARK offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Schedule : 

Rmolved, That the Committee on Sched- 
ule be mstructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of providing as follows : 

Senators elected before the adoption of 
this amended Constitution shall hold 
their office for the terms for which they 
were elected respectively ; and at the first 
general election after the adoption of this 
amended Constitution, eleven Senators 
shall be elected by the qualified voters of 
the proper districts, as now constituted, 
to succeed those Senators whose terms of 
office then expire, to serve for two years. 
At the second general election after the 
adoption of the amended Constitution, 
eleven Senators shall be elected by the 
qualified voters of the proper districts, as 
now constituted, to succeed those Sena- 
tors whose terms of office then expire, 

to serve for one year. And at the gefieral 
election next ensuing, the whole number 
of Senators shall be chosen from the sev- 
eral districts throughout the State, as they 
shall be at that time constituted by law. 
All those Senators chosen from districts 
numbered with odd numbers to be 
elected for two years ; and those Senators 
chosen from districts numbered with even 
numbers, to be elected for a full term 
of four years. And thereafter, as the \ 
term of office of Senators shall expire, 
their successors shall be elected for a full 
term. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. J. W. F. WHITE. Mr. President: 
A few days ago I obtained leave of ab- 
sence for my colleague from Allegheny 
(?IIr. Edurards) for a few days. I have 
just received word from him that he is 
very sick and cannot be here for a week 
to come. I ask leave of absence for him for 
one week from to-day. 

Leave was granted. 

RIOHT OF SUFFRACtE. 

Xr. ~MANTOR offered the following reso- 
lution, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Suffrage, Election and Representa- 
tation : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf- 
frage, Election and Representation be re- 
quested to inquire into the necessity of 
inserting a section in the Constitution, as 
follows : 

No person authorized to vote under this 
Constitution shall w disfranchised, nor 
shall the right of sufliage be abridged: 
Provided however, That laws shall be 
passed by the first Legislature assembled 
after the adoption of this Constitution, 
excluding from the right to vote all per- 
sons who may pay or receive money or 
any other thing of value or promise, any 
consideration, place or office, with the 
view of securing or preventing the elec- 
tion of any candidate for federal, State or 
looal office, or who may be engaged in 
buying or selling votes, orin any way pre- 
venting the purity of the ballot or the 
freedom of elections. 



CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 457 

. 

QUALIFICATION OF JURORS. 

Mr. MINOR offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Judiciary: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Judi- 
ciary be instructed to inquire whether it 
is expedient to insert such a provision in 
the Constitution as will authorize the 
Legisiature tc modify the existing rules 
as to qualifications of jurors, and if so in 
what manner and to what extent. 

COMNITTEE OF TEE WHOLE. 

The Convention then resolved itself 
into committee of the whole, to further 
consider the report of the Committee on 
the Legislature. 

THE LEoISLAT1v.E ARTICLE. 

The CHAIRMAN. The section before the 
committee is the tenth section, and the 
question recurs on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Philadelphia, (Mr. Han- 
na,) to strike out all after the word 
‘6 ability.” 

Mr. H. W. PALMER. Mr. Chairman : 
I understood that that question was put 
and lost, and the question recurred on the 
adoption of the section when I rose to 
amend it. 

The CEAIRMAN. That was not the way 
the Chair understood it. 

Mr. H. W. PALMER. Mr. Chairman: 
That was the way it was understood in 
this part of the house. 

Mr. TEMPLE. Mr. Chairman: I re- 
spectfully request that tho distinguished 
chairman of the Committee on Legisla- 
ture explain the object of the committee 
in reporting such an oath as this. 

Mr. MACVEAGIH. Mr. Chairman: Be- 
fore I oblige the gentleman from Phila 
delphia (Mr. Temple) by attending to his 
request, I would like to Say that in the 
twelfth section of this report the misprints 
are more frequent, and I say it now in or- 
der to avoid misunderstanding when we 
reach it ; the misprints are more frequent 
than in any other sections, except the two 
last upon apportionment. And that, as I 
do not desire to take the attention of the 
committee needlessly or very frequently, 
I desire them to understand that the 
twelfth section is intended to fix the 
pay of each member of the General As- 
sembly at $1,200 for each period of two 
years, and $10 and mileage for each ape- 
cial Session, and no other expenses, no 
other allowance or perquisites of any 
kind whatever; and that whenthe m-print 
of that section and of the two last sections 

is laid upon the tables of members, it will 
be found, I think, satisfactory to express 
that idea ; and these misprints are so nu- 
merous that I propose to have them re- 
printed just as they were originally sent 
to the printer, and have them laid upon 
the tables of members at the earliest mo- 
ment. Therefore, as far as the twelfth sec- 
tion and the twentieth and twenty-first 
sections are concerned, I would be very 
glad if the committee see iit to discuss the 
principlesinvolvedonly,withoutreference 
to verbal criticism on the words until the 
m-prints are ready. 

With reference to the section under 
consideration, the tenth section, I should 
be very glad upon that matter to have the 
attention of the committee for a very 
short time, and am obliged to the gentle: 
mau from Philadelphia (Mr. Temple) for 
having made the request he has made. 

I understand that the burden cf this 
matter is upon the committee, which pro- 
posed to substitute a new oath in theplace 
of the old one, and in order to commend 
that change to the vote of the members of 
this Convention, the committee propos- 
ing it should be able to give the reasons 
which influenced it in its action. 

I will not absorb any more of your time 
than is necessary for that purpose. It is 
not worth while to discuss the different 
theories upon the question of the obliga- 
tion of an oath. I am quite willing to 
admit that in one sense these oaths may 
be relics of superstition or evidences of 
superstition. I have never been able 
clearly to see that swearing that vou 
would doa thing could add any obhga- 
tion to do it, or in any manner increase 
the wickedness of doing wrong or of de- 
clining to do right ; but you have to take 
human nature precisely as it is, and we 
are all of us, more or less, superstitious to- 
day. We are not free from the bonds of 
superstition in manifold departments of 
our daily lives. We do not act by the 
white light of reason. It comes to us re- 
fracted from the prejudices, from the as- 
sociations, from the accidents, of our snr- 
roundings, and therefore we have to 
take human nature just as we find it in 
ourselves. 

Now, in point of fact, the experience of 
all Christian ages has been this : That sol- 
emnly calling God to witness that a duty 
would be performed, or that a wrong 
would not be attempted, has had influ- 
ence upon the average human con- 
science. I do not understand, and never 
have been able, logically, to explain, why 
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a witness would rather tell the truth after 
he had sworn to tell it. If he were a 
good man it should be a pricelessprivi- 
lege to tell it, and if he were a hardened 
criminal, determined to lie, the slight 
barrier of an oath would not prevent him : 
but there is the immense majority of men, 
ranging between the two extremes, who 
are not sons of light, but who are not yet 
sons of darkness; who are not resolute 
to stand by the truth, by their honor, by 
their virtue, but who are not resolute, 
either, to break down all the barriers be- 
tween themselves and the hopes of the 
hereafter; and it is for such men-and, 
perhaps, we all fall in that category-that 
it has been provided that a witness, upon 
stepping into the box, is sworn to tell the 
truth, and that when any man comes to 
the discharge of a high function, the holy 
scriptures are presented to him, and he is 
asked to swear that he will discharge his 
duties with fidelity. 

Now if an oath is to be administered at 
all, it surely should be that oath which 
subserves the exact purpose for which 
it is taken. The President swears, at the 
instance of the Chief Justice, that he will 
do his part in the work of the govern- 
ment ; and the Governor is sworn to do 
his part in the government, and now we 
come to the legislative branch of our State 
and we find, in the first place, a general 
conviction, whether ill founded or well 
founded it is not necessary to inquire, 
that members of the Legislature secure 
their own election by corrupt influences in 
many cases. We find another evil which 
is believed to exist, and whether the opin- 
ion is well founded or ill founded, for the 
purposes of this argument it is not neces- 
sary to inquire, and that is, that when 
elected to this office they betray the leg- 
islative trust the people have reposed in 
them for the purpose of private gain. 

I do not care now whether your elec- 
tions are fraudulent or your Legislatures 
are corrupt ; all that I care to know is that 
a very large and respectable proportion of 
our fellow-citizens believe they are, and, 
therefore, when men come forward to a* 
cept this office we only amplify the oath, 
so that it touches the three aspects of their 
duty. 

That is all we ask them to declare, and 
to declare it in the presence and with the 
sanction of Almighty God. It is not a 
pitiful matter. It is not beneath the so- 
lemnity of the occasion. If the race for 
which Christ died is ever to bear fruit 
worthy of His sacrifice, it will be largely 
due to the belief that sanctity attaches to 
the State and to the beneficent influences 
of the administration; and it is not too 
much to ask him, who goes to take a share 
in that great work, that he shall say I 
have not come to this altar by any slimy 
paths, and being here, God helping me, I 
will not degrade the character of my func- 
tions. That is all. Why should any man 
hesitate to take it? A degradation! I 
submit, gentlemen, it is not, when pro- 
perly understood, degrading. It is not 
degrading to me, when I step upon the 
witness-stand and the learned counsel 
says, when I am asked a question : “Nay, 
Mr. MacVeagh, you have not been sworn 
to tell the truth.” I do not understand 
my learned brother to mean that I would 
not speak the truth without an oath. I 
understand him to invoke the sanctity of 
an oath, because it has received the ap- , 
proval of the generations, and he is enti- 
tled, before my words are weighed in the 
golden scales of justice, that they shall go 
there clothed in the panoply of my appeal 
to God. And why should it not be so? I 
do not attach great importance to it. I do 
not attach great importance to oaths any- 
where. If we were to refer to primary 
principles, and to make this Constitution 
a logical expression of our conviction in 
metaphysics and political science, I am 
not prepared to say that $ would not vote 
for the abolition of all oaths, and let each 
man’s character be the guarantee of his 
veracity and his fidelity ; but if we retain 
them at all I trust we will extend them 
over the subject matter, and frame them 
with such particularity as is calculated to 
bring the conscience of the individual leg- 
islator face to face with the evil that we 
fear at his hands, and the evil from which 
he swears he will protect himself and us. 

1st. Have they clean hands in the mat- 
ter of their own election? 

2nd. Will they support the fundamen- 
tal law of the nation and of the State ? 

3d. Will they keep the whiteness of 
their souls unstained by the awful degra- _. -_ 
Uation of the sale of that trust 1 good they can, and in strengthening, so 

It was for these reasons that the com- 
mittee felt at liberty to present this oath 
to the consideration of the Convention, 
not, as I say, but without any expecta- 
tions of very great good resulting from it. 
Each of their recommendations they 
think in itself is a slight matter, and may 
not be productive of much good ; but they 
wish to join with gentlemen on the right 
hand, and on the left, in doing what little 
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far as in their power lies, the determina- 
tion of the people to improve the character 
of our legislation. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. Chairman : I do not 
desire to take up the time of the commit- 
tee upon this question. I wish, however, 
to call their attention to a very patent 
fallacy in the argument of the gentleman 
from Dauphin (Mr. MacVeagh.) 

Now, the proposition which I had the 
honor to submit yesterday, and the propo- 
sition which is now before the committee, 
and which I am told is substantially the 
same thing,.or is of the same nature, does 
not look, sir, to the doing away with 
oaths; but the objection which I urge to 
the imposition of this, which I deem a 
degrading oath upon the members of the 
LegisIature, is an objection that is patent 
from the very argument of the gentleman 
from Dauphin (Mr. MacVeagh.) 

He says that the Constitution exacts an 
oath of office from the President of the 
United States, and an oath of office from 
the members of Congress, and we require 
the Governor of this State to take an oath 
of office that he will discharge the duties 
of that office with fidelity. 

The objection which I have to the oath 
reported by the committee, is simply this : 
That it makes a fundamental dieerence 
in our organic law between the oath taken 
by one kind of public officer, and the 
oath taken by another kind of public offi- 
cer ; that is to say, we compel the Gov- 
ernor to swear that he will obey the Con- 
stitution and the laws, and we ask the 
members of the Legislature lo swear the 
same thing, and, in addition, to swear that 
they will not bdinfamous. 

The gentleman from Dauphin (Mr. 
MacVeagh) says we all have heard and 
we all know of the charges of corruption 
agitinst the Legislature, and that this oath 
is intended to meet that curse I can 
also say, with equal truth, that it is the 
universal experience of every man upon 
this lloor, that corruption is charged, not 
simply upon the Legislature, but upon 
every department of the government., 
and if this oath is to be exacted at all, if 
this degrading and infamous oath is to be 
exacted from any person who is elected 
to an office of public trust by his fellow- 
citizens, 1 am for being logical and com- 
pel that oath to be taken by all persons, 
beginning with the Governor and going 
down. I can see no propriety in our 
fundamental law of singling out one 
branch of the government, and putting 
the brand of infamy upon it, and making 

a distinction in its favor. If this oath 
were imposed upon every public official, 
then there might be some propriety in 
saying that the oath itself was not an in- 
famous one. I take it that the infamy of 
this oath is not simply in what is in it, 
but in the discrimination against one par- 
ticular branch of the government. 

Mr. H. W. PALMER. I feel under obli- 
gations to the chairman of-the Committee 
on Legislature for his very eloquent ex- 
planation of the reasons which induced 
the committee to propose this oath. I 
quite agree with everything he says. 
My objection to the oath lies in the fact 
that it hardly comes up to the exigencies 
of this age. I understand the design of 
the committee to be, in part,at least, in 
proposing this oath, to prevent the use of 
money in elections. That design is un- 
doubtedly a good one. But what does 
this oath require of a legislator? He is 
obliged to swear that he has not given 
money or taken money to corruptly in- 
fluence the election. That is only one 
branch of the disease. Corruption does 
not always take that shape. I do not 
know whether, in the personal experience 
of any member of this Convention, he can 
point to an instance where a voter has 
been directly bribed-whether he has re- 
ceived fifty dollars, or a hundred dollars, 
or any other sum to go up to the polls and 
vote for any special candidate. That is 
not the direction in which the trouble 
exists. That corruption does exist, and 
that money is used seems a fact very well 
eshablished. After what we have heard 
on this floor during the last four weeks, if 
there is any fact’that cannot be contro- 
verted-anything which this Convention 
can take for judicially proven, and about 
which there can be no controversy-it is 
that this “City of Brotherly Love ” con- 
tains about the worst gang of scoundrels 
that the universal world ever saw. The 
gentlemen from Philadelphia have arisen 
and, remarkable unanimity, have ren- 
dered their testimony in that respect. I, 
for one, am satisfied ; and even if it is not 
again testified to during the sessions of 
this Convention, I shall remain entirely 
convinced that the corruption, or the 6‘ ir- 
regularities,” as these practices are eu- 
phoniausly termed by the gentleman 
from the First district, do exist. Cer- 
tainly one of the gravest duties before 
this body is to prescribe a remedy for the 
system of corruplion which surrounds 
the exercise of the elective franchise in 
this city. Whether this oath is meant to 



cover these difficulties I cannot say ; or who, last fall, entered into a contract with 
whether the oath presented by this com- an election board that I know of, to give 
mittee, or the oath which may be pre- the judge and the county inspectors two 
sented by somebody else, or any other hundred and fifty dollars to keep the vote 
committee, is the proper oath, I cannot honest, and to allow no fraudulent votes 
say. But the vote of this body, yoster- to be polled, could take this oath without 
day, seemed, to my mind, to indicate a committing perjury. 
desire to amend this oath, and if there be Mr. CUYLER. I rise, Mr. Chairman, to 
a disposition to amend, I propose that the ask what county and what board the gen- 
remedy shall be as broad as the disease. tleman refers to. 
I consider that we ought to do, in that Mr. H. W. PALMER. It wasnnt inPhila- 
direction, something that will be com- delphia. [Laughter.] Philadelphia has 
mensurate with the evil proposed to be not taken a patent for all the frauds, and 
remedied. while these remarkable revelations affect- 

This oath could be taken by a member ing that city that have been made here, 
of the Legislature who had handed his impress the bucolic mind with awe, we 
county committee the sum of five thou- have a little reputation to be made in Lu- 
sand dollars or ten thousand dollars, or zerne. [Laughter.] 
any other sum to be used in the election. I was about to remark that there are va- 
He does not ask the chairman of that rious forms of this fraud and corruption 
committee what use he proposes to make that are not reached by this oath, and that 
of that money. He dlies not ask whether ought to be reached by it; and to that end 
he means to bribe voters to come up to the I propose an amendment. I propose so to 
pollsand vote for him, or whether it shall amend this section that the use of money, 
go exclusively to the printing of tickets, or in any form, by a candidate shall be pro- 
whether he means to buy election boards, scribed. I do not know why a candidate 
or to probure fraudnlent election returns. for o&ice should pay money to secare his 
He simply pays his “assessment ;” hands election. I know it is fashionable and 
over, perhaps, to the committee the cnstomary to say that the necessary elec- 
amount that they demand of him. He is tion espenses should be paid, and that a 
elected to office; goes to the Legislature, certain amount should be paid for print- 
and takes the oath, of course, that he has ing and distributing tickets, “placing” the 
not bribed any voter. tickets profusely throughout the town- 

He could take this oath even if he had ships, getting voters out to the poll, and 
said to a man, “I will give you two dol- a11 t,hat sorl of thing. Under this head of 
lars and a half for every vote I get in your necessary election expenses the atndi- 
precinct over and above the vote that A B date is “bled” according to the emolu- 
gets, who runs the same ticket with’me, ments of his office and the length of his 
and who, I think, will poll my party purse. Why, sir, to be a candidate in these 
strength. If I get one vote more than days means that a man shall be pbleboto- 
he you shall have two dollars and a half ; mized to the vary utmost ; that born the 
if a hundred votes more, you shall have moment ho appears on the stage of action, 
two hundred and fifty dollars.” He does before the nominating convention sits, 
not stop to inquire how he is to get t.he down to the day of election, he is free 
votes on election day; whether he will game, free plunder, to be %ssessed” by 
hitch up his team and carry the voters to the national committee, and by the State 
the poll, or whether he will content him- committee, and by thecounty committee ; 
self by standing near the poll and “infiu- to be obliged to subscribe to everv church 
encing” his friends, or whether he puts a and to every charity, to contribute to pro- 
dollar in a man’s pocket, or a drink of cessions, and banners and uniforms, and 
whiskey into his stomach to secure his to clubs and filemen’s balls, and to every 
vote. The member elect knows nothing conceivable sort of thing that happens to 
about it. He says to himself, “ I presume be just then brewing. To meet all these 
that the chairman of my cotnmittee is all demands a candidate must either have a 
right, and that what he does he does fair- very handsome balance in bank, or run 
ly.” I could go to the Legislature after the risk when the election is over of being 
doing thus and take the~committee’s oath a candidate for the poor house. I know 
without committing perjury. The man of a district where, not long ago, a gentle- 
who would bribe an election board to man paid 813,000 to secure his election, 
make a false return could take this oath and his honest, party majority all the 
without committing perjury. 

- 
The man while was two thousand five hundred. I 
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know a man who ran for Congressman-at, 
large, who says he paid $7,005, and was 
defeated at that. This money was in ‘<as- 
sessments” to general and State commit- 
tees, and to county committees, with fre- 
quent presents of five and ten dollars to 
this man or that. These practices ought 
to be stopped. The buying of elections is 
the crying evil of our day. If honesty or 
virtue are desirable, or to be expected in 
public officers, some means must be taken 
to crush this spirit of purchase and sale. 

It has often been said, and it is very 
true, that to corrupt the ballot-box is to 
foul the very fountain head of liberty ; and 
unless this corruption may speedily be 
averted, the downfall of our free institu- 
tions is only a matter of time. 

Now I propose to amend this oath, by 
striking out all after the word “affirm,” 
where it occurs the second time, down t,o 
and including the word “oflice,” %nd in- 
serting the following : 

u That I have not given or contributed 
money or other valuable thing, or made 
a promise, to induce any person to attend 
the election, or to vote, or work, or ‘us0 
influence, or expend money in my be- 
halt, nor have I expended or promised to 
expend money in any other manner 
whatsoever, to corruptly secure, or influ- 
ence voters or votes in my favor, nor 
have I knowingly violated any election 
law of this Commonwealth.” 

It is urged by some gentlemen that 
nothing of this kind ever occurs in their 
counties ; that a primitive state of virtue 
exists, and that no money is expended 
beyond that which is absolutely neces- 
mry to carry on the election. ‘I am very 
glad to have that testimony from some of 
the rural and agricultural districts, but 
unfortunately itisnotsoeverywhere; and 
because the whole body politic is not 
covered by these ulcerating sores, there 
id no reason why the cautery should not 
be applied to the places where they exist. 
Pittsburg, Philadelphia and Scranton 
have been often named in connection 
with these gigantic election frauds. 

It has been urged that the provision to 
which I have alluded in regard to ballots 
will not work, and that unless a candi- 
date for office can afford to spend money 
in his efforts for election, that there will 
be an interregnum in the office. I do not 
believe it. If it should be so enacted that 
candidates for office were prevented from 
spending a dollar in their elections, it is a 
question whether candidates would not 
present themselves in larger numbers 

.L CONVENTION. 461 

than at present, and if the offices would 
not be better filled than they are now. 
The oath, as it stands now, does not pro- 
hibit the candidates’ friends from spend- 
ing money in their elections. It is im- 
possible for us to reach them and make 
them take the oath. A candidate for of- 
fice is a candidate for what ? Why to en- 
ter into the service of the people, to be the 
people’s servants for a compensation that 
is fixed upon the basis of the value of his 
services. The amount that is spent to 
secure this office does not enter into the 
compensation arisingfrom this office, and 
therefore I say that the expense of the 
election should be borne out of a common 
fund, and that the tickets should be print- 
ed as the election blanks are printed. I 
do not know what kind of machinery 
may be set up. I cannot see why a can- 
didate, who is to be the people’s servant, 
should be obliged to pay almost all his 
salary over and over again annunlly be- 
fore he can secure his office. Now, for 
these reasons, although I am not particu- 
lar about the form of words, I would 
like the Convention to provide in the 
Constitution a remedy, for I esteem it to 
be the great crying evil of the age. 

Mr.J.S. BLACK. LMr. Chairman : I do 
not intend to continue this debate. I be- 
lieve it is decreed and foreordained that a 
certain amount of fillibustering shall be 
done npon this subject, but I do not mean 
to work out my share of the decree at this 
time. I rise solely for the purpose of 
making what I believe to be a very grave 
and serious appeal to the consciences and 
fair play of the Convention. It was not 
expected that the Committee on the Legis- 
lature should report upon this subject. I 
do not charge them with any usurpation 
of power not given to them. I have no 
doubt that they have reported upon it, 
beeause they thought it their duty to do 
so, but it does, unquestionably, belong 
more properly to the Committee on Legis- 
lation, and if we are mistaken about that 
there is anothercommittee to which thesef 
subjects are specifically referred,vie : The 
Committee on the Oath of Oflice. Besides 
that, ifall three committees should fail to 
meet the views of the Committee on 
Constitutional Sanctions, it will be un- 
questionably the duty of that committee 
to take the subject into consideration. 
These two last committees, so far as I 
know, have not given themselves any 
trouble about the matter. I am not sure 
that they have given themselves much 
trouble about anything else. J do not, know 
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that either of them have yet had a meeting. 
The Committee on Legislation, however, 
have had the subjects which are cognate 
to it under very careful considerabion. 
This committee has not progressed as rap- 
idly as might have been expected, be- 
cause there has been great difficulty inget- 
ting the members of it together. The chair- 
man is a member of the Senate, and has 
been absent in the performance of his du- 
ties at Harrisburg very frequently ; is ab- 
sent now. Another member of the com- 
mittee, in whose integrity and ability 
every member of it has the greatest con- 
fidence, and without whose presence it 
seems almost impossible for us to get 
along, has been appointed Attorney Gene- 
ral of the State, and the duties of that 
office require his presence at Harrisburg. 
Then one or two members have been very 
ill and incapable, on that account, of 
meeting the committee in its sessions. 
Perhaps two-thirds of the time the com- 
mittee has failed to get a quorum present. 
This has not been our fault ; it is only our 
misfortune. It is expected that a report 
relativerto all the subjects referred to 
them will be made in the course of a vary 
short time. 

Wheneverthat happens, and not before, 
the Convention will be in a condition to 
consider this question about the oath, be- 
cause npon.the adoption or rejection of 
other changes which that committee in- 
tends to propose in the methods of legis- 
lation will depend the form of oath that 
ought to be administered to the members 
of the Legislature. It is not possible to 
understand thoroughly what the mem- 
bers of the Legislaturs ought to be sworn 
to do, or to refrain from doing, unless 
the prohibitions that are to go into the 
Constitution, or the injunctions which 
Onght to be there shall be first considered 
and adopted. I hope, therefore, that no 
Anal disposition of this subject will be 
made, and I would, if I thought it was 
not hopeless, express the wish that mem- 
bers of the Convention might suspend 
thejr opinions .until they hear the report 
from the Committee on Legislation, or 
mltil they have considered how much or 
hOw little of that report they will think it 
desirable to adopt. I am sure that the 
honorable gentloman at the head of the 
Committee on the Legislature mill not 
press this subject to a final disposition, 
but that he will be perfectly willing to 
give those who may differ with him, or 
the other committee who think at least 
hat it has been referred to them, an 

opportunity of being heard when their 
report is presented. I do not believe that 
the chairman of that committee has any 
such intentions. First, because he has so 
signified ; and, in the next place, because 
I am sure that he, if any gentleman in 
thisassembly, isincapable of using his su- 
periority in parliamentary adroitness to 
get a subject before the House at an earlier 
day than w&s thought of and then have 
the whole subject irrevocably decided 
upon, without giving to certain other 
members a fair and full opportunity to 
be heard, after the Committee on Legis- 
lation has thrown all the light that it can 
upon this and upon kindred subjects. 

Mr. MACVEA~II. If the gentleman will 
allow me for one moment, I desire to state 
that I am sure every member of the com- 
mittee, of which I have the honor to be 
the chairman, will be willing to accept, as 
amodification of the repcrt of the Com- 
mittcc on the Legislature, any other re- 
port which may be submitted to the Con- 
vention on this subject. And I trust that 
the general discussion on the propriety of 
such an oath may proceed with the un- 
derstanding that it is the sense of the cam- 
mittec that no final action will be taken 
upon the matter until the gentleman who 
has just addressed the Convention has the 
fullest opportunity of submitting a sub- 
stitute for this section of the report. The 
Committee on the Legislature has no de- 
sire to press this matter, although it has 
been thought that it was within t)he pro- 
vince of the Committee on the Legisla- 
ture, even though it would be mOrOly a 
source of intellectual satisfaction ; but w’c 
arc willing to leave this matter uutil the 
gentleman from York, (Mr. Rlaclr,) as 
well as tho Committee on Legislation, has 
had a full opportunity to espress their 
viexvs in regard to the subject. 

,\lr. J. 8. BLOCK. Nr. Chairman : That 
is all that is necessary, and all thal I have 
to say upon the sllbjcct. I confess, and I 
may as well say so now as again, that I 
amin fLlvOr of an iron-clad oath ; but, at the 
same time, I do not Tv-nnt to put any more 
metal into it than may be necessary to 
to hold the society together whicBh this 
Constitution is intended to protect. It is 
unquestionably a subject of very great 
difliculty, and I do not think that the 
Committee on the Legislature have struck 
the precise place, or have furnished to US 
an absolute anI1 perfect provision on the 
subject; but I certainly fool that every 
frioncl of good government is under very 
great obligations to them for the prinoi- 



CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 463 

ple that is incorporated in their report. 
The Committee on Legislation will proba- 
bly mature something, which will be en- 
tirely acceptable to the whole Convention. 
I am not sure that we can do this. In fact, 
I am not as sure about it as I was a day or 
two ago ; but still we will do the best we 
can. 

Mr. BAER. Mr. Chairman : I move that 
the consideration of this subject be post- 
poned until the Committee on Legislation 
shall have made a report upon the same 
subject matter. 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion is not in 
order. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. Chairman : Reference 
has been made by the learned gentleman 
who has last taken his seat, (Mr. 5. 8. 
Black,) to other committees, who would 
have control of this subject of oath, and 
he has specially referred to the Commit- 
tee on Oaths and Offices, of which I have 
the honor to be chairman. He remarked 
that he didn’t know that that committee 
had done anything on that subject, nor 
had a meeting. I must confess that we 
have done little, and have only had one 
meeting. But I must say that I think the 
subject of these oaths should not come 
before the Committee on Oaths and Offi- 
ces until these other committees have 
made their reports ; untii the Committee 
on the Legislature has made its report, 
anduntil the Committee OnLegislation has 
made its report, in order that we may see 
how we propose to constitute that body, 
and until we learn what we are to expect 
the Legislature shall do, and what powers 
and limitations it shall have. And I 
submit that it is impossible for the Com- 
mittee on Oaths and Offices to frame an 
oath to suit the circumstances that may 
arise, perhaps, hereafter. We expect 
that, after these other committees have 
made their reports, after we see how the 
Legislature is to be constituted and com- 
posed, aftor we see what the Committee 
on Legislation expect the Legislature to 
do, then we shall be able to prepare an 
oath that will cover the whole thing. But 
until then this committee will not make 
any report upon that subject, no matter 
what the Committee on the Legislature 
or the Committee on Legislation may do. 

Mr. W~LLISTER. Mr. Chairman: I 
do not deny the propriety of postponing 
the consideration of this subjed at some 
stage, until the committees that have 
been referred to make their reports upon 
this subject. I am, myself, in favor of a 
specific oath for every officer of this gov- 

ernment. If spe&lc, one oath can not be 
so framed that it will be adanted to the 
various duties of the diEer&t depart- 
ments of the government. 

I rise now, however, to consider this 
subject as it is presented to us. It is said 
by the gentleman from Philadelphia (Mr. 
Newlin) that the oath is I4 degrading and 
infamous.” If it be degrading and in- 
famous it should be scouted from the 
Assembly. But I beg leave to differ with 
the gentleman. I cannot conceive of any 
oath that is degrading or infamous. 
Truth is an attribute of duty. It is not 
an attribute of fallen man. There is no 
one thing so perceptible to any man of 
experience as the fact that the weaknesses, 
the frailties and the wiokednesses of men 
lead them to prevaricate and to evade. 
There are but few men who will come up 
and swear to a direct and deliberate false- 
hood. But there are thousands and tens 
of thousands who will lie, indirectly, or 
who will evade. Nothing is so common 
on the witness-stand as an evasive an- 
swer, and it is not confined to thisage. 
When the question was asked : 6L Where 
is thy brother?” the answer was : “ Am I 
my bmther’s keeper ?” It was an evasive 
answer, and this disposition to evade 
comes down to us from the very creation 
of man after the fall. 

And now gentlemen would have an oath 
dealing in generalities. That is the idea. 
To strike out everything that is specific, 
and let a man swear to support the Consti- 
tution of the United States and the Con- 
stitution of this Commonwealth, and to 
perform the duties of his office with fidel- 
ity, and no more, and all else is degrading! 
I utterly deny anv such allegation. The 
man of honesty and of truth is willing to 
swear to do, or not to do, anything that 
the good of his country requires. Let 
me say, Mr. Chairman, that what we are 
to do in this Convention, if we do any- 
thing acceptable to our people, is to en- 
act such restrictions upon legislation, 
such guards to the right of suffrage, as 
will preserve the purity of the ballot-box 
and the purity of our legislative halls, the 
ability of our judiciary and the purity of 
our cxocutive officers. Weioannot accom- 
plish this great work by any one thing. 
A great many measures are to be adopted, 
and this specific oath is one of these mea- 
sures. 

This oath, which is called iron-clad, is 
not a now thing. It is not of recent ori- 
gin. If it were, it there were no prece- 
dent for it, I would be for adopting it, bc- 
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cause of the evils that a general oath has 
failed to remedy. It has been asked, has 
there been any corruption in the past? 
Have voters been bribed and have logisla- 
tors received their reward for their action 
in the legisliltive halls? If they have not 
there is no need of any oath less general 
or more specific than the one we have. 
Uut if that general oath has been evaded, 
if it has ceased to answer the purposes 
for which it was provided, then it is time 
that we should provide some other oath, 
some ot.her provision which will reach the 
consciences of men. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, my experience in 
legislation, my experience in the manipu- 
lation of elections is not great. But 1 do 
know upon the same evidence which con- 
vinces me that Bonaparte and Washing- 
ton lived and died, and were buried, up- 
on the same kind of evidence I believe 
that the giving and the accepting of a 
consideration for a vote at our elections is 
common. I do know from a gentleman, 
and a friend, a man of the highest integ- 
rity,in the borough of Lewistown, that 
for the last twenty years from fifty to one 
hundred votes have been purchased in 
the county of Mifflin, for a consideration 
ranging from five to fifty dollars. I am 
told on the szilrne authority that at the last 
judicial election in the district, of which 
that raunty is a part, $10,000 were used 
for this specific purpose. And I am told 
by a member of this Convention that of 
his own knowledge, he knew twenty-five 
men to come in from one part of the coun- 
ty and accept a consideration for their 
votes in that way, and I hope that we shall 
hear from the gentleman himself. 

So much, then, in reference to the ne- 
cessity of guarding the purity of the elec- 
tive franchise. Has the same corruption 
existed in the legislative halls? I have 
been but little about halls of legislation, 
and I know but little about them. I do 
know that there are men in the legislative 
halls unimpeached and unimpeachable, 
and I was surprised to hear my friend on 
my left, the gentleman from Tioga, (Mr. 
Mann,) well versed in legislation, doubt 
whether this corruption ever existed in 
the Legislature. Of one thing I am sure, 
that he personally never participated in 
it, but I have some recollection of the past 
with reference to that. Some years ago I 
was in the Senateohamberandthereseem- 
ed to be, around and about me, considera- 
ble excitement. I inquired of Andrew 
Gregg, now in his grave, then a Senator, 
what this meant. Bnd he told me that ho 

was informed that a bill changing the 
name of a corporation-the corporato fran- 
chises having been sold on execution it 
was necessary to have the name changed ~ 
-had been introduced, containing, also, 
some provisions touching the new corpo- 
ration, and that $800 had been agreed to 
be paid to the committee to get the bill 
out of committee, and that that sum had 
been actually paid down that day to the 
committee themselves, and distributed 
among them in the committee room. Then 
a dispute arose about $400 more ; a diEer- 
ence between $800 and $1,200, and that the 
excitement arose on the difference be- 
tween the $800 and the $1,200. Mr. Gregg 
remarked that years before lobby mem- 
bers were employed to negotiate these 
things, but now it had become a matter of 
dollars and cents directly between the 
committee and the parties interested. 
Now, if this be true, and I have no doubt 
of it, there has been corruption in the 
legislative halls. Money has been rccoiv- 
ed for votes, and it is to remedy theso two 
evilsthat these provisionsare mado, which 
it is now proposed to strike out. 

A word here with reference to the char- 
acter of this provision, which is called an 
“iron clad oath.” I have already said 
that if it were novel, the existence of the 
evils to which 1 have referred, the neces- 
sity of protecting the ballot and ,guarding 
against corruption in the legislative halls, 
would justify us fully in the specific 
character of this oath, and this if it never 
had existed in any Constitution on the 
face of this earth before. But we have 
authority for this. We hzave it in the 
earliest Constitution of the Ststcs of our 
Union, and pardon me here, Xr. Ohair- 
man, for referring to an old book contnin- 
ing some of these Constitutions. I will 
read the oath in the Consritution of Mas- 
sachusetts, which, I believe, was adopted 
in 1777. The oath says : 

“1, A B, do truly and sincerely acknow- 
ledge, profess, testify and declare, that the 
Commonwealth of Rlassaohusetts is, and 
of right ought to be, a free, sovereign aud 
independent State ; and I do swear that I 
will bear true faith and allegiance to the 
said Commonwealth, and that I will de- 
fend the same against traitorous conspi- 
racies and all hostile attempts whatso- 
ever ; and that I do renounce and abjure 
all allegiance, subjection and obedience 
to the king, queen or government of Great 
Britain, (as the case may be,) and every 
other foreign power whatsoever. And 
that no foreign prince, person, prelate, 
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state or potentate, hath or ought to have 
any jurisdictiou, superiority, pre-emi- 
nence, authority dispensing, or other 
power, in any matter, civil, ecclesiastical 
or spiritual, within this Commonwealth, 
except the authority and power which is 
or may be vested by their constituents in 
the Congress of the United States. And I 
do further testify and declare, that no 
man or body of men hath or can haveany 
right to absolve or discharge me from the 
obligation of this oath, d’ecllaration or af- 
firmation ; and that I do make this ac- 
knowledgment, profession, testimony, 
declaration, denial renunciation and ab- 
juration, heartily and truly, according to 
the common meaning und acccptation of 
the foregoing words, without auy equivo- 
cation, mental evasion, or secret reserva- 
tion whatsoever. So help me God.” 

Now this oath is specific. It will, no 
doubt, however, be said that this was in 
.the midstof the revolution, and there was 
need to specify all these terms in that oath, 
and it will probably be said, also, that it 
is from New England, and therefore pu- 
ritanical. I do not stop here to,answer 
these objections, hut I will refer to an- 
other Constitution, not coming from a pu- 
ritanical source, which is more specific 
still, and speciiic in reference to the very 
subject matter now under consideration. 
I refer to the Constitution of Maryland. 
It was adopted on the 1Stb of August, 
1776, and the oath prescribed isas follows: 

“That the Governor, every member of 
congress, and every judge and justice, 
before they act as such, shall, respectively, 
take an oath, that he will not, through fa- 
vor, affection or partiality, vote’for any 

, person to office, and that be will vote for 
such persons as,in his judgment and con- 
science, he shall deem most fit and best 
qualified for the ofice, and that he has 
not made nor will make any promise or 
engagement to give his rote or interest in 
favor of any person.” 

*/ That every chancellor, judge, register 
nf wills, commissioner of the loan office, 
attorney general, sheriff, treasurer and na- 
val officer, register of the land office, 
register of the chancellors’ court, and ev- 
ery clerk of the common law courts, sur- 
veyor and prothonotary, before he acts as 
such shall take an oath, that he will not, 
directly nor indirectly, receive any fee or 
reward for doing his office of -, but 
what is or shall be allowed by law ; nor 
will, directly nor indirectly, receive the 
profits or any part of the profits of any of- 
fice held by any other persons, and that 

30 

he does not hold the same office in trust 
or for the benefit of any other person.” 

“That if any person shall give any pro- 
perty, money or present, or make any 
promise of any money, or anything, to ob- 
tain or procure a vote for Governor, Sena- 
tor, delegote to Congress or the Assembly, 
member of the council, or judge, or to 
be appointed to any of the said offices, or 
to any oflice of profit or trust now created, 
or to be created, in this State, the person 
giving, and the person receiving the same, 
on conviction in a court of law, shall be 
forever disqualified to hold any office of 
trust or profit in this State.” 

Now thisoath goes to this very subject 
matter of corruption, and I would have 
that oath applied as well to the judiciary 
as to any other officer in this land. But 
it is enough for the present discussion that 
we are on the legislative oath. Why 
should not the legislator take this oath ? 
Why is it degrading? If he intends to 
violate it, it will be disagreeable to him. 
He would rather not take it. We would 
all rather evade ; we would rather put off 
responsibility, rather ignore anything 
that would touch the conscience. The 
thief and the robber would rather get 
your property and mine in some other 
way than by theft and robbery if he 
could. It is only the necessity of the case, 
the impossibility of his getting it in any 
other way, that leads him to becomea thief 
and a robber. So it is with men who buy 
the votes, and the men who take consid- 
eration for the votes. They would rather 
get the money or the office in some other 
way, hut as they cannot get it in anv 
other way, they are willing to take it 
under these responsibilities. 

A few words upon the character of this 
oath and I will have done. 

“1 dosolemnly swear that I havenever 
paid or contributedanything, or made any 
promise in the nature of a bribe, to cor- 
ruptly influence, directly or indirectly, 
any voter at the election at which I was 
chosen to fill said office.” 

This oath is to be taken after the act is 
done, but it is prescribed before the act is 
done, and therefore it has its beneficial 
operation in deterring the villain from 
giving and takiug the bribe. That is its 
operation. Now a wicked man may do 
many things when he is conscious thzh 
no eye bnt the eye of God sees him, and 
he may possibly deny the existence of a 
God, and t,hen he will imagine he can ds 
his works of darkness without the possi- 
bility of detection. *But the frauds CX- 
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ternplated in this article cannot be perpe- I understood the gentleman from Dau 
trated by one man alone. There will be phin (Mr. MacVeagh) to say that the oath 
a witness, and his conscience must be was an outgrowth of superstition and pre- 
hardened indeed, his judgment must be jodice. I deny it. Oaths have come down 

obtuse, who can forget that he is dealing to us through the ages, not as the resuit 
with a man who knows that he will be of prejudice, but as the result of civiliza- 
called upon to take an oath, that he did tion, and as an inducement to men to 
not do that act which he is about to do. speak the truth. I will admit that all 
Few men will be found so hardy, so men, at all times and under all circum- 
steeped in wickedness, that theycan bribe stances, should speak the truth; that a 
a man to vote for them, when they know man never should tell a lie, and that to 
that, if successful, they must swear that lie degrades a man ; yet how many men 
they did not do it. We have, therefore, have we in the community that, at all 
in this section a means of preventing the times and under all circumstances, will 
act being done. tell the truth when they are called upon 

Again, there are many men who will to speak upon the subject ; for I am ready 

corruptly solicit votes; there are many to conceive that no man is under obligu- 

men who will participate in the purchase tion to tell all he knows, or to tell in rela- 

of votes, who will give money for their tion to any ono subject all the truth, un- 

purchase, who will not take an oath that less he is called upon to do it, but when 

they did not do that thing. Wilful and ho does speak upon any subject he should 

deliberate perjury is unusual. The eva- tell the truth and the whole truth and 

sion of an oath, which deals only in gener- nothing but the truth ; but how few men 

alities, is very common. It has been said, come up to this standard. Xot ono in a 

1 believe, and will be said again, where is thousand’ Bnd therefore it is that some 

the conviction under this oath of office? other influence, some other induccmont, 

Pu’obody would be so silly as to indict any- than the mere love of truth are to bo held 

body for perjury under the official oath out, The solemnity of an oath, the ap- 

we have had, nor under an oath prescribed peal to that God who made us, in whom 

here, in general terms, if these specifica- wo live and more and have our being-an 

tions were left out. No one would ever appeal to Him for the truth of what we 

be convicted for perjury under such an say-has an inAuence upon most mint& 

article. But when a man swears that he that nothing else can have. 

did not give, nor offer to give, that ho did My oxperienoe of thirty-seven years of 
not contribute, directly nor indirectly, laborious practice in a profession which 
anything of value to carry his election, brings man in contact with his fellow- 
he could be indioted and punished under beings, with the honest and the dishonest, 
the common law for perjury. There would has convinced me that there is a power in 
be some inducement to Prosecute the an oath, a power which nothing elso can 
briber and see him receive the reward of haI-e. But there is no power in gonerali- 
his crimes. ties. The power is in bringing the judg-’ 

Then, again, he has to swear ‘4 I have ment and the conscience of the witness to 
not accepted or received, and I will not say yes or no upon a particular subject 
accept or receive, directly or indirectly, presented to him, and when that is done, 
any money or other valuable considera- not one man in a hundred thousand hut 
tion from any corporation,” &c. will speak the truth, for if he attempts to 

The section under consideration pro- evade, the court and the jury will recog- 

vides as well for what has been received, niec the troth in his contenanco and in 
his conduct, even whilst he attempts to as well against corrupt contracts which 

precede the time at which the oath is ad- . lie. It is one of the great, benefits of tho 

ministered as against those which are to jury system that lying witnesses may be 

succeed it, and the provisions seem to me detected in their falsehood. The very 

to be absolutely and indispensably neces- sweat that stands upon his brow, and 

sary to give any value whatever to the drops down his face are often evidences of 

oath. I would as soon abolish the oath his guilt* 
altogether as to leave it in the general For these reasons I am heartily in favor 
terms in which it has heretofore been. of this amendment. I would make it 
The arguments which are brought to bear more specific still, but I am willing to 
against this whole clause bear equally take it as it is, in the h0pe that it may be 
against an oath at all. better matured before it is finally passed. 
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Mr. KLINE. Mr. Chairman: I rise 
merely to suggest to the committee of 
the whole the propriety of at present 
voting down this amendment and this 
section, as well as the succeeding one. It 
is well known that a motion to postpone a 
matter of this kind cannot be made in 
committee of the whole. Let these two 
sections, therefore, be voted down for the 
present, and let the balance of the matter 
in the report be passed upon ; and on sec- 
ond reading, if anv gentleman thinks it 
is not strong enough, some amendments 
can be offered, and voted on at the right 
place. For my part I do not think it is in 
the right place. In the old Constitution 
we have an articleon the subject of oaths. 
I think all the oaths ought to be put in a 
separate article in the Constitution. Let 
us wait until the report of the Committee 
on Legislation comes before deciding on 
this matter of the oath. Let us mean- 
while vote down this tenth and the elev- 
enth sections. 

evil ? First, by resolving that they shall 
meet only half as often-only once in two 
years-uay, that they shall be elected only 
once in two years. 

One of the prominent arguments urged 
for this course is, that it will nnprove the 
charar,ter of the body. The gentleman 
from.Columbia (Mr..Buckalew) favored 
this opinion also. If that step does not so 
improve the character of that body and 
make them honest men, we have done all 
that in vain. Our legislators in the fu- 
ture are to be perfectly honest and up- 
right men, such as they always have 
been, except, perhaps, in the city of Phila- 
delphia and the county of Luzerne. 

Mr. DARLINOT~~-. If we were to vote 
down this section now, would it still be 
open to debate ? 

The CHAIRXAX. Not in committee of 
the whole. 

Mr. DARLIXGTOX. If there is a general 
disposition to vote on i’t now, I will not 
trouble you with any remarks, but if 
there is not, I will not give way. 

The CHAIRIYIATS. The Chair cannot say 
how that matter stands. 

Having so decided to elect men every 
two years, and for two years at a time, 
what next do we propose to do? Make 
them take an iron-clad oath. In other 
words, our “honest” men are tobe asked : 
ii Are you a rogue, or are you honest ?!’ 
“ If honest will you oontinue to be honest, 
or will you become a rogue at some early 
opportunity after you get here ?” “Have 
you taken any corrupt means, as a rogue 
would do, to pet here ?” ‘LAnd will you 
remain perfectly clear and pure whilo 
here?” These questions, substantially, 
are to be put to our honest men ! It is to be 
put to none others, for none others are tr, 
go there under this new order of things. 

Nr. DARLINGTON. Then Iwill proceed. 
I dislike very much, Mr. Chairman, to 
oocupy at this time the attention of the 
Convention, and I shall not be lengthy 
in my remarks on this subject. But I am 
unwilling to permit this question to pass 
without my being distinctly understood 
as opposed to this whole thing of the 
multiplication of oaths. I am opposed to 
it by nature, by education, and by all the 
expericncc that I have had thus far in 
my contact with the world.’ 

I put it to the gentleman of this body 
who have, at various times, represented 
their districts in the Legislature, and who 
number I do not know how many of the 
best members-in saying this 1 mean to 
make no invidious comparisons-but I put 
it to those gentlemen who have been in the 
Legislature, whether they are content to 
stigmatize their fellow-citizens who are 
now there as unfit for their business. P;o, 
sir. As to this whole system of denunci- 
ation, come from what source it may, 
upon whatever subject comes before the 
committee or the Convention, let me bc 
understood as not giving to it my as- 
sent. I would like those gentlemen who 
have pronounced in favor of it to give us 
all the facts within their knowledge. I 
would like any gentleman who knows 
aught of this corruption, to let us know 
what it is, and who is guilty of it. I would 
like gentlemen who have been in the Leg- 
islature, to let us know any fact, within 
their knowledge on thissubject. Ishould 
like you, Mr. Chairman-for you have oc- 
cupied an honored seat in that Legisla- 
ture-to give us your experience. I should 
like the honorable gentleman who pre- 

What have we done? We have from 
day to day denounced the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania as a corrupt body of men, 
unfit t,o be trusted, and unfit to hold of- 
fice as representatives of tho people. We 
have indulged ourselves to our hearts’ 
content-and I speak now for the whole 
body, for I do not share in this system of 
denunciation myself-but we have in- 
dulged ourselves to our hearts’ content in 
this system of abuse. What, then, have 
we done? Assuming it to be true that 
they are unfit for the places they occu- ._. . pled, now do we propose to correct the sidesover the deliberations of this Conver. 
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tion, for he too has occupied a seat in that cossarily come into communication with 
body, and none filled a higher one, to say all sorts and manner of people, of all va- 
whether he knew, while he was there, of rieties of religious persuasions, and all 
any such corruption as is here charged in shades of political opinions; and I must 
wholesale. 1 should like to ask the gen- say, in justice to them, that the inevita- 
tleman who was just now about to take ble rule is honesty and uprightness, with 
the floor (Nr. De France) if he had any very few exceptions. 
fact to cite. I would ask my friend from Can you wonder then, sir, that, brought 
Fayette, (Mr. Kaine,) who also held a up in such a school; and with such expe- 
seat in that body ; and so with my friend rience as I have had, I should feel a little 
from Washington, (Mr. Brodhead,) be- ashamed of the body-and I mean no dis- 
hind me. I would ask every nian in this respect in saying so-which should de-- 
body, who has ever held a seat m the leg- nounce the men of my county, and ml 
islative halls, to give facts, and let the de- colleague’s county, and of every other 
nnnciations be based on these facts. Let countyin the State, as unlit to be trusted 
us know who the guilty parties are, and with the legislation required for their 
what they did, andlet their names, accord- necessities? 73-O. If I should sit here 
ingly, go down to everlasting infamy. Let quietly and permit such an oath to pass, 
us not say, in general terms, that all men without giving it my condemnation, I 
are corrupt. Give us the facts. should not be doing my full duty. After 

I admit-because gentlemen assert it deciding that the people of Chester county 
who oueht to know-that. in the city of are not to be trusted to elect their VP~TP- - --1,-u 

Philade‘iphia, parties are ‘impure. den- 
tlemen on each side of the political house, 
and from this city, have told us so, and 
surely we are not going to discredit 
them. Improper influences are used to 
get into the Legislature ; and, although I 
must admit this, and admit also that the 
same trouble may exist in Luzerne, let 
me ask you, gentlemen of Philadelphia 
and Luaerne, does this wholesale corrup 
tion exist? It is not in my county. I 
answer for the purity of the people there. 
Is there a man on this floor prepared to 
say that the representatives of his county 
in the Legislature are, or have been, so 

‘vile and corrupt as gentlemen have here 
allowed themselves to intimate and to de- 
nouuce? Or is this wholesale denuncia- 
tion but the snme that we ourselves may, 
perhaps, receive in other quarters, if we 
shall do anything inconsiderate or wild? 

For myself, sir, I am no believer in the 
doctrineof the total depravity ofmankind. 
There are, of course, instances of deprhvi- 
ty, but mankind is, in the main, honest, 
so far as my experience goes ; and that 
experience cannot be called inconsidera- 
ble. I have never lived in Philadelphia 
or in Luzerne. My habitation has been 
in the good old county of Chester, where- 
in the battles of the revolution were 
fought. I do not know how other peo- 
ple may esteem the couuties in which they 
live, but I have this to -say for mine, that, 
in my professional career-which, if it es- 
tend to Monday next, will reach to fifty 
years, that I have been, boy and man, 
engaged in the study and practice of the 
law-in my profesaional career I have ne- 

sentatives annually, and these represen- 
tatives not even to be trusted to hold ses- 
sions annually, they are still unfit to bc 
trusted unless they swear that they are 
not impure. What citizen of Chester or 
Delaware counties, or of any other county 
in the State, will allow himself to be sup- 
posed guilty ofsuch crimes as these? 

Now, Mr. Chairman. I am opposed to 
this multiplication of oaths. I am in pa- 
vor of having a solemn affirmation answer 
in the place of an oath. The penalty of 
perjury is attached to the violation of an 
affirmation as well as of an oath. In the 
city of Philadelphia, but more especi&y 
in the county of Chester, and in thecoun-- 
t.yof Delaware, in the murts of justice, 
when twelve men are called up to serve 
as a jury in the administration of justice, 
and are required to be sworn, it is said by 
the oficer of the court : ‘SGentlerrren who 
affirm, please rise.” In the counties to 
which I have referred the jurors almost 
unanimously afirm. It is rare, indeed, in. 
the history hf the administration of jus- 
tice in my county, that a nltln in a jury of 
twelve ever takes an oath. Is not justice 
as well administered in these counties as 
elsewhere ? Arc not meu as honest there 
as elsewhere ? We think they are. Is it 
necessary that they should swear that 
they are honest and not rogues ? No, I do 
not think it is. Swear, then, not at all, but 
when you come to thcbnr of justice take 
your solemn at?irmati~ou that you will tell 
the truth, or faithfully discharge your 
duty as a juror. In the language of the 
old Constitution, %l?Xt you will obey and 
defend the Constitution of the Common- 
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wealth of Pennsylvania,” or whatever the millions of inhabitants in this great State 
words are, “and disuharge the duties of have not asked for the adoption of this 
your office with fidelity.” Everything is measure, which, if adopted willonly tend 
implied in that old constitutional oath. to disgrace and degrade them. Do not 
It was put into the Constitution by our fore- require them, therefore, to compel their 
fathers, and has ever since been deemed representatives, when they come to take . 
satisfactory by the whole State. No one their seats in the Legislature, to swear 
ever suggested that we should swear any that they are honest, pure, and incapable 
body any harder or any faster than is pre- of being bribed. Do not enforce such 
scribed in the oath placed in that instru- measures as these; or this Convention will 
ment by the fathers of therevolut,ion, who receive, sooner or later, a prompt and in- 
mere called together to make a Constitu- dignant response from the people who 
tion for the State of Pennsylvania. The have authorized it to assemble here. 
thought which was implanted in that Con- Mr. DE FRANCE. Mr. Chairman : I do 
stitution by the men who framed the De- not propose to detain the Convention for 
claration of Independence, and who were more than a few minutes. I rise simply 

a part of the revolution itself, was retained to Cal; the attention of the committee to 
there by the Convention that sat in 1838 for this fact : It seems to ms thatwe came 
the purposes of its revision. No complaint, here for the purpose of securing a repub- 
until now,has been made, and it has been lican government and not of destroying it. 
permittedto stand. I trust, therefore, that In looking at this tenth section reported 

all efforts to disturb this feature of the by the Committee on the Legislature, I 
Constitution, or to change it for the sake find that this official oath is embodied in 
of change, or for the sake of reaching the the following words : ‘* I do solemnly 
consciences of rogues, will be in vain. swear (or affirm) that I will support the 

Now, Mr. Chairman, in framing a Con- Constitution of the United States and the 
s”,itution for the State, why sbonld we in- Constitution of the State of Pennsylvania, 
commode or inconvenience a majority of and will faithfully discharge the duties of 
the counties of the State? I admit that Senator or Representative according to 
there have been instances of corruption the best of my ability ; and I do solemnly 
in the Legislature, but that the whole swear (or affirm) that I have not paid or 
body is corrupt I will not believe. I contributed anything, or made any prom- 
have been forcibly impressed, Mr. Chair- ise in the nature of a bribe,” &c. I am of 
man, with the remarks of our eloquent the opinion that this oath is contrary to 
friends from Philadelphia and from Lu- republican principles. It is impossible to 
zerne in regard to this corruption. Judg- make a man swear that he did not steal a 
ing from their remarks it would seem horse, or that he did not acquire property 
that it was confined entirely to their coun- unlawfully. I do not care how iron-clad * 
ties, for we have heard nothing from the oath is made, but in its present form 
Lancaster, Chester, Bucks, or any other I think it should be struck out. I want 
of the counties that I remember, in re- the oath made strong enough for the 
gard to it. In making these changes in views of those who believe in brimstone 
the Constitution for the purpose of pre- as well as others who do not. My experi- 
venting this evil of corruption, why ence has been all my life that oaths have 
should we not apply the remedy to the had very little effect either in Congress or 
particular locality alleged to be diseased B any place else. Inasmuch as it is the cus 
I think when the proper time arrives, tom to have these oaths enforced, I want 
and when the Committee on Cit,y Char- them made strong; but at the same time 
ters shall have made their report, that we I desire to call the attention of the oom- 
will then ascertain the necessary changes mittee to the form of the one which is 
in the Constitution which are demanded embodied in the report as presented by 
by some sections of the State. If in the the Committee on the Legislature. The 
counties of Luzerne and Philadelphia, gentleman from Centre (Mr. M’Allister) 
the Patricks and the Michaels desire to has referred to the form of the oath con- 
be corrected and chained down, let the tamed in the old Constitutions, but I 
representatives f$om these counties sug- must remind him that those old instru- 
gest the proper remedy for their improve- ments were framed for the purposes of 
ment. Rut while we have no Patricks the times that have been and not for 
and Michaels in Chester county, we will those in the fut.ure. For these reasons, 
have nothing to do with these corruptions Mr. Chairman, I am in favor of referring 
in Philadelphia and Lucerne. The four this whole subject to the clear-headed 
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gentleman from Fayette, (Mr. Kaine,) 
and also to the very distinguished judge 
who is on the other committee, resting 
contident that they will make such a re- 
port to this Convention as will be accepta- 
ble to us all. 

iMr. HOWARD. Mr. Chairman : I listen- 
cd,with considerable surprise,to the argu- 
ment of the delegate from Chester, (Mr. 
Darlington,) in regard to the oath con- 
tained in the tenth section of the article 
reported by the Committee on the Legis- 
lature. I understood him to say that he 
was a lawyer, and that it had been the 
business of his life to practice law. I 
I would like to know,if he is conscien- 
tiously opposed to the taking of oaths, 
how he managed to become admitted to 
the bar? I am a lawyer, and I believe 
the rule in Pennsylvania requires the fol- 
lowing oath to be taken by every lawyer 
before he is admitted to the bar. 

Mr. DARLINQTON. Oath or affirmation? 
Mr. HOWARD. Yes, oath or afllrma- 

tion. The section reads : “Every member 
of the General Assembly, before he en- 
ters on his ofllcial duties, shall take and 
subscribe the following oath or affirma- 
tion.” The gentleman from Chester (Mr. 
Darlington) is unquestionably contra- 
dicted in this particular, for if ho was 
alfirmed when he was admitted to the bar, 
that affirmation was just as strong as if 
he had taken an oath. The rule in Penn- 
sylvania, as I understand it, is to admin- 
ister to attorneys the following oath : 

bf 
“That you will support the Constitution 
the United States and the Constitution 

of the State of Pennsylvania, and behave 
yourself in the office of attorney with due 
fidelity to the court, as well as to the client, 
and that you will use no falsehood and 
delay no man’s cause for lucre or mal- 
ice.” 

I would ask what is implied in this 
oath? In listening to the argument of 
the gentleman from Chester, I should im- 
agine that when this oath or affirmation 
was proposed to be delivered to him, if 
he was asked what that oath implied, that 
he would turn around and say that it im- 
plied that he was going to make a liar of 
himself, and that ho was going to delay 
his client’s cause, and to use falsehood for 
the sake of lucre or malice. 1 can see no 
reason why hesitation should be evinced 
about taking this oath in a person about 
to become a member of the Legislature. 
In fact I can see no more reason why he 
should hesitate than an attorney about to 
be admitted to the bar. If a proposition 
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was made by which oaths or affirmations 
should be rendered obsolete, and that :I 
man should simply act upon his honor, 
then it would be based upon a principle 
different from the one with which we are 
familiar. As long as the custom prevails 
which renders oaths necessary, I cannot 
see why we should not go into the details of 
these oaths and not stop at the threshold 
by sunply requiring the members of the 
Legislature to swear that they will dis- 
charge their duties with fidelity, particn- 
larly when we know perfectly well that 
there have been great evils arising front 
the corruption of that body. It seems 
rather strange that a gentleman grown so 
old as the dclcgate from Chester (Mr. 
Darlington) should inquire at this time 
for particulars of the corruption existing 
at Harrisburg. He has intimated thrat 
charges have been made against the Leg- 
islature as a body. If such charges have 
been made I have not heard them. I 
kuow that it has been said on this flooy, 
and we all know that it is true, that 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania lms al- 
ways contained more or less men of 
the highest intelligence, and tho greatest 
integrity, but at the same timo it is 
undeniable that it has contained some 
of the meanest, some of the lowest, some 
of the vilest, and some who sold their 
votes upon all occasions when money 
was offered to pay for them. In fact, It 
has grown into a saying, that if a ton dol- 
lar bill goes to Harrisburg, the members 
of the Legislature are not satisfied uuless 
they get half of it. Every man who has 
had experience in the Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania knows full well that he always 
found men of honor and integrity there, 
but at the same time that he also found 
sitting beside such mon as these, meu 
who were corrupt, who acted corruptly, 
and who gave their votes in a corrupt 
manner ; and, Mr. Chairman, I think it ih 
time that we had a specitic prevention for 
the acts of just such meu as these. 

I find by reviewing the second section 
what is to be the penalty prescribed. The 
penalty simply is that if a man is detected 
perpetrating these rascalities he shall not 
hold office. Why, that is the penalty now. 
Not by lam,1 admit, but public opinion is 
such that if it were certainly known that 
a man had been bought in the Legisla- 
ture, that he had been guilty of bribery, 
public opinion would consign him to the 
same position that we propose to consign 
him by the penalty of this second section. 
I would add to that second section, also, 
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that he should be punished by imprison- 
ment of not less than six months, and that 
he might be indicted and tried in the 
county where he had his residence, in or- 
der that his constituents might lay hold 
of him; because if you say his bribery 
was committed at the State Capitol you 
might say that the party bribed should 
be indicted and tried at Harrisburg. I 
would make it so that his constituency 
could lay hold of him when he returns to 
his residence. If a member violates his 
oath let him be tried among his constitu- 
ents. 

Mr. Chairman, 1 cannot see any reason 
why this oath cannot be taken by any 
honorable man before he enters upon the 
important duty of making laws for this 
great Commonwealth. 

Mr. J. W. F. WRITE. Mr. Chairman : I 
rise simply to say this : I shall vote against 
the amendment to this section, and vote 
against the section itself, because I think 
no such sectionshould be in the article on 
the Legislature. I am in favor of a very 
strong, stringent and specific oath of office, 
but I want that oath of officeto be applied 
to all the officers of the State, as well as to 
the members of the Legislature. I think 
tbat should be in a different part of our 
Constitution, and be made applicable to 
all officers of the State. Therefore I shall 
vote against this here. 

Mr. BUCKALEW. Mr. Chairman: I do 
not know any mode by which we can get 
rid of this section but by voting it down. 
If it should be generally understood that 
this vote is not a test upon the question it- 
self, noinconvenience will result. I think, 
with the gentlemanfrom Allegheny, (Mr. 
J. W. F. White,) who spoke last, that the 
proper place to dispose of this question is 
in considering the eighth article. I believe 
it is that division of the Constitution, 
which will be under the sub-head of 
“ oaths of office.” There, if we choose to 
provide a special oath for members of the 
Legislature, and another oath for other 
omcers of the government, we can do so, 
We will then have this whole question 
before us, and can dispose of it in a single 
debate. If, however, we are to consider 
this question of oaths, with reference to 
the Legislature in one article, and with 
reference to other officers in another arti- 
cle, or, perhaps, two or three other arti- 
cles, we will consume much time un- 
necessarily and inconveniently. 

My idea, then, is that it should be gen- 
erally understood, that in rejecting this 
section for the present, and getting rid of 

the debate for the time being, that we 
are uot passing upon the merits of this 
proposition. Now there will be no ad- 
vantage in postponing this section in com- 
mittee, or in passing it over for the time 
being to consider other sections, because 
it would come up again. The committee 
of the whole must act upon it before the 
final report is made, so that we gain noth- 
ing by a temporary postponement or 
pushing aside of this section. Nor will 
we gain anything by letting it remain in 
until second reading and thenacting upon 
it again. I see no convenient mode of 
acting upon this important question other 
than that which I have suggested, to 
strike it out and let it come up hereafter 
in its proper place, it being understood in 
the meantime that the Convention are 
not now acting upon the merits of the 
question, and that they will be consid- 
ered hereafter. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the 
amendment to the amendment. If the 
gentleman from Luzerne will withdraw 
that- 

Mr. H. W. PALMER. Mr. Chairman : I 
withdraw it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question then re- 
curs on the amendment. 

l&b’. HANN.4. Mr. Chairman: I with- 
draw that also. 

The question then recurring on the sec- 
tion, it was rejected. 

The eleventh seation was read, asfol- 
lows, and agreed to : 

Eleventh. The foregoing oath shall be 
administered by one of the judges of the 
Supreme Court, in the hall of the House 
to which the member is elected, and the 
Secretary of State shall read and file the 
oath subscribed by such member. Any 
member who shall refuse to take said oath 
shall forfeit his office, and every member 
who &hall be convicted of having sworn 
falsely to or of having violated his said oath 
shall forfeit his office, and be disqualided 
thereafter from holding any oflice of profit 
or trnst in this State. 

The twelfth section was read, as fol- 
lows : 

Twelfth. Each member of the General 
Assembly shall receive for such period of 
two years thesum of twelve huudred dol- 
lars and mileage, at the rate of ten aents 
for every mile traveled in going from their 
place of residence to their place of meet- 
ing and return therefrom, and no other 
allowance or perquisite whatever, either 
for expenses or services, whether as mem- 
ber of any committee or other duty as 
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member of said General Assembly : Pro- 
vided, That if the Governor shall convene 
the General Assembly in special sessions 
each member shall receive ten dollars for 
each day of said session, with the same 
mileage as is herein before provided for 
the regular session. 

l\lr. WuERRY. Mr. Chairman : I offer 
the following amendment : 

To insert after the word ‘6 Assembly,” 
where it occurs the second time, the fol- 
lowing : 

“Nor in case of a contested election 
shall compensation or mileage be paid to 
to any but the person entitled to his seat.” 

Mr. WHERRY. Mr. Chairman : This is 
a matter which, I presume, commends it- 
self to the attention of every member of 
the Convention, and doesnot contemplate, 
I think, a general debate. The amend- 
ment which I have offered seems to rest 
on the common-sense principle, that when 
a man is sent to do a work and does it he 
shall have his pay; but if another man 
comes inand takes, by violence, the imple- 
ments with which he is working and does 
the work, that he, too, is not entitled to 
the pay. I have nothing more to say about 
it. 

Mr. EWING. Mr. Chairman : It strikes 
me that that amendment is not germain 
to this section. It will come in properly 
in the section relative to contested elec- 
tions and the manner of determining 
them, but I suggest that it is not in or- 
der at this particular time. This section 
is in relation to the pay of members 
alone, and does not refer to contested elec- 
tions or the determination ofthem, or any- 
thing about them, and would properly 
come in, I think, in a different section. 

Mr KAINE. Mr. Chairman: I would 
like the gentleman to suggest where. 

On the question of agreeing to the 
amendment, a division was called, which 
resulted fifty inthe affirmative, and twen- 
ty-seven in the negative. So the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. Chairman : I move 
to further amend, as follows : 

By strikingout, in the first sentence, the 
words “twelve hundred” and inserting 
“two thousand.” 

Mr. HUNSICKER. Mr. Chairman: I of- 
fer the followmg amendment to the 
amendment: 

To strike out, after the word “year,” in 
the first sentence down to the word “pro- 
vided,” and insert in lieu thereof as fol- 
lows : 

‘Such compensation for his services as 
shall be ascertained by law, to be paid 
out of the treasury of the Commonwealth: 
Provided, That no Legislature shall have 
power to increase the compensation of its 
members during the term for which such 
persons were elected.” 

Mr. HUNSICKER. Mr. Chairman : The 
reason I have for offering that amendment 
is because it will be utterly impossible 
for this Convention to nix, for all time to 
come, the compensation of the members 
of the Legislature. What would be big 
pay to-day might be much too small in 
time to come, or it might be much too 
large ; I have limited in that amendment 
the power of the Legislature, so that it is 
impossible for a man to corruptly vote an 
increase of his own pay. If the Legisla- 
ture desire to increase the pay of its mem- 
bers it can only do it by an act which 
would apply infuturo, and would by no 
possibility have relation to themembers 
then in existence. I am in fa%r, on gen- 
eral principles, of making ollices salaried, 
bat I am opposed to this Convention at- 
tempting to fix a salary, when it is utterly 
impossible for us to foretellwhat the future 
may require,and I think we will be making 
a great mistake by attempting now to AX 
the compensation of the members of the 
General Assembly. There never has been 
any complaint in the Legislature, so far as I 
am aware, against the pay of members. 
The pay has always been low, sufficiently 
low, and, indeed, toolow tomeet theneces- 
sities of members themselves, and I do 
not think it will be wise now to hastily 
iix a sum of money, which would com- 
pensate the members for their service, 
and I prefer to leave that to the Legisla- 
ture in the mode provided for in the 
amendment. 

The CHAIRXAN. The question is upon 
the amendment to the amendment. 

The Clerk will read the section as 
amended. 

The CLERK read : 
“Each member of the General Assem- 

bly shall receive for such period of two 
years such compensation for his services 
as shall be ascertained by law, and be paid 
ant of the treasury of the Commonwealth : 
Dovided, That no Legislature shall have 
the power to-increase the compensation of 
its members during the term for which 
such persons were elected.” 

Mr. BUCXAI.EW. Mr. Chairman : I 
would be in favor of that amendment if it 
were so modified as not to affect the mem- 
bersof the Senate, whose terms extend 
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beyond the pending representative terms; 
that is I am in favor of having this matter 
of salary regulated by law, and that in no 
case shall the change, whether of increase 
or decrease, take effect pending the rep- 
resentative term-the term fvr which the 
members of the House are elected. As the 
Senators a.re elected, some in one year, 
and some in another, it would follow that 
they never could increase the compensa- 
tion of the members of the Legislature, 
and make the compensation uniform, as 
to the Senate. With a change in that 
amendment, by which the legislation 
shall apply to the pending representative 
term, the two years’ term, I will vote for it. 

Mr. HUNSICKER. I will accept that 
modification, making it for the represen- 
tative term. 

Mr. EWING.. Mr. Chairman : I am very 
sorry the gentleman has accepted the 
modification. With the substance of the 
amendment 1 heartily agree. I listened, 
with a great deal of pleasure, upon the 
first day that this section was before the 
committee, to the chairman in his opening 
speech, giving the reasous why tbey had 
adopted and reported certain sections. 
Many of his reasons had considerable 
weight with me, and I confess changed 
my first impressions, which bad been 
against certain sections of the report. 
Upon this section he gave the arguments 
against fixing the salary of members of 
the Legislature so well, so forcibly, that, 
to my mind, he was utterly unable to 
evade the force of his reasoning when he 
came to give the reasons why they bad 
undertaken to fix the salary. I think 
that this Convention will act very un- 
wisely if it should undertake to fix, abso- 
salutely, the salary of any officer during 
the term, which we hope the new Consti- 
tution may be the organic law of the 
State. As has been said, we cannot tell 
what the value of money is going to be in 
a few years in this State. It is very un- 
certain. 

If I recollect rightly, at the time of the 
adoption of our present Constitution the 
country was enjoying what was called 
“flush” times. Everybody bad money 
and speculation was rampant, and a hun- 
dred dollars or a thousaud dollars was of 
very little account. Within five years 
from the adoption of that Constitution, or 
perhaps within three, a dollar was worth 
as much as three, or four, or five dollars 
had been at the date of the adoption of 
the Constitution. So it may be again. The 
compensation that we would fix to-day 

may, in five years from this time, be a 
compensation that would be oppressive 
to the State, or it may be such as to be ut- 
terly inadequate. 

Now I do not think there is any danger 
in leaving to the Legislature itself the 
fixing of the compensation for the term. 
It is a power that, so far as I have ever 
heard, has not been abused. It is one of 
those powers which the constituents of 
the members will watch the exercise of 
very carefully, and I ihink that we may 
safely leave it to them that the provision 
that was in the original amendment of- 
fered, namely: That no member should 
enjoy any increase of salary or pay, by 
virtue of any law passed during the term 
for which he had been elected, and I can 
see no difficulty and no injustice in a 
member of the Senate, who has voted for 
an increase of pay or salary, being de- 
prived of any benefit of that increase dur- 
ing his term. I think it a wholesome 
provision, and I hope that the Convention 
will avoid a restriction of that sort, if we 
leave to the Legislature the determining 
by law of their own salaries. 

I would go a little further still, and 
provide for the pay of mileage for mem- 
bers for the extra session. I would not 
increase their pay for any extra or special 
session. 

I would limit them to a salary, to be 
fixed by law, and let that be the pay for 
all the services they render during the 
entire term, whether it be a regular ses- 
sion or a special session. Then there will 
be less danger of having unnecessary 
special sessions. For the reasons that I 
have given I will vote against the amend- 
ment as it has been modified. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Mr. Chairman : I hope 
that the Convention will, for the present, 
postpone this matter or vote it down, 
that being the parliamentary method of 
getting rid of it ; vote down both the 
amendment and the section, and wait 
until we hear from the Committee on 
Legislation. On the fourteenth of this 
month, on page 194 of the Journal, will be 
found a section which I think will cover 
this case, as well as all other ofIicers of 
the State. It reads as follows : 

“ AU State officers shall be paid in sala- 
ries for services; which shall be fixed by 
the Legislature, and shall be neither in- 
creased nor decreased during the term 
for which the person is elected or ap- 
pointed, excepting in cases of appoint- 
ment or election during good behavior or 
for life, when the salaries may be subject 
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to legislative apportionment every ten 
years. ,, 

I think this covers the matter we have 
under discussion, and will provide, not 
only the salaries of members of the Leg- 
islature, but for all other officers of the 
State. I think it would be an advantage 
to have all in one section. It embraces 
all there is in this amendment and much 
more, and I hope the Convention will 
dispose of this matter for the present by 
voting it down, and wait until we hear 
from the Committee on Legislation, as we 
have done with other sections. 

Mr. bL4R. Mr. Chairman ; I agree with 
the suggestion of the gentleman from 
Chester (Mr. Hemphill) for more reasons 
than one; but it is sufficient to discuss 
this amendment and this section for the 
present, whatever may become of it here- 
after. If we adopt no section at all upon 
the subject of Axing or limiting the com- 
pensation or’ members of the Legislature, 
the legislative power of this Common- 
wealth is vested in that body. They 
have abundant power to fix their com- 
pensation, from time to time, as they hare 
done heretofore, and no difficulty will 
arise without this provision in the Con- 
stitution. 

Now the gentleman from Montgomery 
(Mr. Huusicker) proposes to amend the 
(‘onstitution by giving the Legislature 
power to do this thing. All the legisla- 
tive power in this Commonwealth is vest- 
ed in that body; and, unless sntisfacto- 
rily restricted, they would have it as part 
of their duty, and it would be within the 
compass of their power to direct what sal- 
aries these officers should receive. 

1 was glad when the amendment was 
proposed, for I wish to get rid of this awk- 
ward section, and I wish to get rid of it 
not only because I do not think that 
such a limitation is necessary, but because 
it has a misuse of the English language 
in it. I do not desire to amend it? for fear 
that the accomplished chairman of the 
Committee on Legislature might oppose 
it, and therefore we would affirmatively 
endorse this misuse of the English Ian- 
guage. Yesterday I made an attempt to 
amend the language, but it was saved, 
because it was a part of t&e old Constitu- 
tion of 1837, and in deference to that it 
was allowed to stand, and express the 
idea that no man shall be a member of 
the Legislature who has been a citizen of 
this Commonwealth for the past four 
years. But this does not come under any 
such saving provision at9 that, and the 

common school system went into opera- 
tion about the time of the adoption of that 
Constitution, and therefore, having taken 
advantage of its benefits during that pe- 
riod, I think that we ought not to allow 
“their” to represent “ each member” in 
two different places in this section of this 
Constitution. The word “their” is cer- 
tainly objectionable; but I donot move to 
strike it out, for I do not desire to make a 
motion of that kind to amend the lan- 
guage, but I want to get rid of this sec- 
tion so that this committee will not send 
forth to the people of Pennsylvania a Con- 
stitution in which t,he pronoun ‘6 their” 
stands for “each member.” 

Mr. CORBETT. Mr. Chairman: It ap- 
pears to strike me that every step we are 
taking here is leading us into further diffi- 
culty. We have just adopted an amend- 
ment with reference to the pay of mem- 
bers. You are now considering au amend- 
ment which is in the shape of a limitation 
upon the legislation. I will simply saJ 
this: That if the committee of the whole 
wishes to dispose of this matter now, w-e11 
enough ; but I will say to you, Mr. Chair- 
111&n, that this subject has been before the 
Committee on Legislation, which appears 
to me to be the proper committ,ee to r& 
port upon that subject, and if that com- 
mittee wishes to make a uniform report, 
I do not see how they are to do it after 
these provisions are adopted. 

For instance : This subject of contested 
elections has been before that committee ; 
and I do not understand that this report 
makcsany provision on that subject. If 
they are to take up this matter of contest- 
ed elections, cun they take it upaud make 
a report in part? To make it uniform, 
ought it not to corer the whole ground ? 
I make this suggestion to the committee. 
If the committee see proper now to act, 
why, of course, it will relieve the Commit- 
tee on Legislation of that subject. It does 
appear to me that the whole matter in 
the hands of the Committee on Legisla- 
tion would, at least, present a plan that 
would be uniform and consistent. If the 
Conventiondid not agree to it, they would 
have the whole matter before them, and 
they could then mould it into a shape 
that would suit. 

IMr. WHERXY. Mr. Chairman : Admit- 
ting all that the gentleman has said, and 
there is force in it, there is still this diffi- 
culty : There are some of us who are anx- 
ious to have engrafted into the Constitu- 
tion restrictions that will cure these great 
and notorious evils. I do not see how the 
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committee,,to which the gentleman re- 
fers, can act so intelligently as they can 
if this committee has passed upon those 
very questions. It does no harm to in- 
corporate these amendments into this re- 
port, because the Committee on Revision 
can report that there are double sections 
on that subject,and reoommeud the strik- 
ing out of one, retaining the most appro- 
priate and acceptable. I take it that the 
passage of this section with these amend- 
ments does not at all prohibit this Con- 
ventiou from inserting these same amend- 
ments into the entire report. 

The question being upon the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Hunsicker to the 
amendment of Mr. Howard, a division 
was called for, and resulted : In the 
afilrmative, thirty-six ; in the negative, 
forty-five. 

So the amendment to the amendment 
was rejected. 

Mr. Ew~ao. I now move to amend the 
amendment, by striking out all after %ec- 
tion twelve,” and inserting : 

6‘ Each member of the General ,4ssern- 
bly shall receive a fixed salary for such 
term of two years, and mileage for each 
regular and special session, and no other 
compensation or perquisite whatever, 
whether as member of any committee or 
otherwise, during such session, which sal- 
ary and mileage shall be determined by 
law ; but no member of either House shall 
receive any increase of compensation or 
mileage by virtue of any law passed dur- 
ing the term for which he shall have been 
elected.” 

The question being upon the amend- 
ment of Mr. Ewing to the amendment of 
Mr. Howard, it was rejected. 

Mr. FELL. I move to amend the amend- 
ment, by striking out ‘( $2,000 00,” and in- 
serting instead a6 $700 00.” 

Mr. SIMPSON. I propose merely to say 
this: That I shall vote against both the 
pending amendments; and in answer to 
the argument that money changes its 
value, I would ask members to remember 
that the sessions can be shortened. 

Mr. DARLING-TON. I wish to say a few 
words to the committee on this subject. 
While I believe the labor is worthy of his 
hire, I do not believe he is worth any 
more. How is the proper figure to be 
reached? The old-fashioned pay was by 
the day ; now it is by the job. Do we do 
our work any better than if we were paid 
by the day ? Now what is the proposition 
before the Convention? As submitted by 
the committee it is to reduce the sessions 

of the Legislature to one session every 
two years, for which the committee pro- 
poses to pay $1,200 00. That amount is 
supposed to be proper compensation for 
the services. How long are the members 
to be in session? We have been enlight- 
ened on this snbject from various parts of 
this ball ; and we are told that when once 
we get rid, by this Constitution, of special 
legislation, we shall want scarcely any- 
thing. Then why pay $1,200 00 if they 
are not wanted there ? Your theory ought 
to work out consistently. If it be true 
that we shall so improve the quality of 
the Legislature, and so diminish the 
work that they will have to do, why, in 
the name of common sense, should we 
pay more than we do now? I think 
$1,000 00 would be sufficient. Perhaps 
my friend from Fayette (Mr. Kaine) 
could express an opinion on that point. 
I regret that the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. Harry White) is absent, as he could 
doubtless inform us, though I do not 
doubt that the President of this Conven- 
tion, if he would, could give a valuable 
opinion on this head. It has been so that 
members got extra pay for committee 
work, and each man might, I presume, be 
on several committees, and get extra pay 
for each committee. 1 presume it will 
he one of the duties of this Convention to 
cut off this system of extra pay. It mem- 
bers now get two or three thousand dol- 
lars a year by indirection, it should be 
stopped. With all due respect to the 
members, I think the propriety of that 
course was very questionable. Certain it 
is we do not mean to continue that sort of 
thing. We intend to pay the members of 
the Legislature a fixed sum, or a fixed 
per diem, which they should not exceed. 
We propose to say to them: ‘6 Gentlemen, 
you undertake, for a given sum, each, to 
perform the duties of your office. The 
State is entitled to the whole of the time 
in which you undertake to do these 
duties, and you have no right to charge 
extra for anything you do inside that 
time.” 

Now, Mr. Chairman, what do you want 
to pay $1,200 a year to pure men for. We 
do not need it and do not yet. fte are 
supposed to be a pure body, and as much 
immersed in business as any other body. 
And yet, by the Legislature itself, we are 
supposed to be amply paid by $1,000. I 
think they are right. It is sufiicient pay. 
I do not think we ought to get any more 
than our expenses. We ought not to 
make a Legislature a money-making con- 
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tern. Compensation that will cover one’s 
hotel bill and railroad fare, ought to be 
sufficient, just enough to keep one from 
drawing on one’s private purse for such 
purposes. 

If $1,000 is enough for us, as I beg to 
submit it is, why should members of the 
Legislature, who have themselves shown 
their sense of the propriety of that amount, 
have any more ? 

If you fix a bulk sum for members of 
the Legislature, make it $1,000. The fact 
that it extends over two years is nothing, 
for it makes no more expense. One thou- 
sand dollars will have to be paid for all 
the work the members of the Legislature 
have to do. I am opposed to any larger 
sum thau this, and, in fact, I am in favor 
of reducing it. In the first place I will 
vote for the amendment which fixes seven 
hundred dollars as the compensation for 
the membersof the Legislature, and then, 
if possible, endeavor to convince the com- 
mittee of the propriety of reducing it still 
further. 

It has dnly been within the last few 
years that the Legislature dared to ask for 
seven hundred dollars. JMembers of the 
Legislature,until very recently,were satis- 
fied with three dollars per day, and pro- 
bably it has only been ten or fifteen years 
since the Hon. Eli K. Price, who was a 
memher of the Senate, advocated and car- 
ried through a provision to pay the mem- 
bers of the Legislature only $500, and the 
Legislature were satisfied with it. The 
very next year or two,. because of the 
passage of the apportionment bill, it was 
proposed to increase the amount to seven 
hundred dollars. This occurred in a year 
in which there was extra labor, and by 
reason of this apportionment of the State 
for the members of the Legislature and 
members of Congress, this standard of 
compensation was established. I enter- 
tain the same opinion which hits been al- 
ready expressed,that it is a sufficient com- 
pensation beyond all doubt. In the lan- 
guage of one of onr delegates, it is amply 
sufticient to enable a member of the Leg- 
islature to pay all his expenses at Harris- 
burg, and to enable him to take part of it 
home 4th him. I can see no reason why 
the expenses of delegates to the Legisla- 
ture should be greater than they were 
when this standard of compensation was 
established. Hotel billswere higher then 
than they are now, for we were in the 
midst of war times, when-the purchasing 

value of money was less than it is now. 
Gold was at a higher premium, but this 
compensationwasfound to be large enough 
to meet all the expensesof our legislators. 
I hope therefore that the Convention will 
set an example of economy. 

Mr. ELLIS. Mr. Chairman: I feel my- 
self completely at sea this morning in the 
absence of the chairman of the committee 
that reported this article. I am desirous 
to be further informed in regard to this 
subject, and as I know other of our mem- 
bers entertain the same opinion, I move 
that the committee rise, report progrew 
and ask leave to sit again. 

The motion was agreed to. 

IN CONVENTION, 

The committee then rise, and the Presi- 
dent resumed the chair. 

Mr. C. 9. BLACK. Mr. President: The 
committee of the whole, having had again 
under consideration the report of the Com- 
mittee on the Legislature, have instructed 
me to report progress and to ask leave to 
sit again. 

Mr. DALLAS. I move that the commit- 
tee have leave to sit agaiu to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair asks the 

consent of the Convention to present the 
following communication. 

The Convention granted its consent, and 
the Clerk read as follows : 

BOARD OF PUBLIC CHARITIES, 
OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE COMJIITTEE, 

January 30, 1853. i 
Hon. WM. hf. MI!X~XDITH, 

Resident of Constitutional Convention: 
DEAR SIR :-I am instructed by the 

Board of Public Charities of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania to submit, for 
the oonsideration of the Convention, of 
which you are President, an extract from 
their annual report to the Legislature, now 
in session. The accompanying paper pre- 
sents the views and suggestions of the 
Board of Crime and Prison Beform. A 
copy has been presented to each member 
of the Convention. 

GEO. L. HARRISON, 
B-e&dent. 

The communication was laid on the 
table. 

Mr.DEF~~~~~movedtoadjourn,whieh 
was agreed to. 

And the Convention thereupon, at two 
o’clook P. M., adjourned. 



CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 

. 

477 

THIRTY-FIRST DAY. 

FRIDAY, January 31,1373. 

The Convention met at eleven o’clock 
A. M. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Jas. W. 
Curry. 

JOUnNAL. 

The journal of yesterday’s proceedings 
was read and approved. 

RAILROADS. 

Mr. Jos. BADLY presented a petition 
from certain citizens of Perry county, re- 
lating to railroad corporations, which was 
referred, without reading, to the Commit- 
tee on Railroads and Canals. 

INTENPERANCE. 

Mr. KNIOHT. Mr. President : I have 
two memorials from the yearly meeting 
of Friends, which I wishread and referred 
to the appropriate committees. I concur 
with the sentiments expressed in the 
memorials, 

The CLERK read as follows : 

To the Convention qf Delegates to revise the 
Constitution of the State of Pennsyl- 
vanza, now sitting : 

This memorial of the representative 
committee for ths yearly meeting of the 
Religious Society of Friends, held in 
Philadelphia, respectfully represents : 

That the evil arising from the sale and 
use of intoxicating liquors, as a drink, 
having claimed our serious consideration, 
we have felt it to be our duty to endeavor 
briefly to call your attention to the sub- 
ject in ail its bearings. 

The practice is utterly void of advan- 
tage to the individual or the State. We 
believe it to be the most fruitful known 
source of crime, entailing misery and 
wretchedness, both physical and mental, 
upon its immediate victims and their 
posterity ; that it supplies more inmates 
to insane asylums, prisons and alms- 
houses than any other cause; that the 
cost to the community in money, in ad- 
dition to the moral depravity it engen- 
ders, in the occupancy of courts of justice, 

in prosecutions for crimes committed un. 
der its influence, and the increase of tax- 
es for the support of alms-houses, necessl- 
tated by the poverty it produces, far 
exceeds the income derived to the State 
from the sale of licenses. Were it other- 
wise, has the State a moral right to license 
this fruitful source of crime for the pur- 
pose of revenue? The places where 
liquor is sold are legion. The foul taint 
thereof is upon the breath of youth and 
age, in most places of public resort. We 
believe the increasing magnitude of this 
evil to be so great that it is second to 
none that can claim your attention. 

We respectfully, but most earnestly, 
appeal to you, as a body chosen by a pro- 
fessed Christian community, whose duty 
it is to exercise the powers delegated ‘to 
you for the promotion and protection of 
virtue as the surest guarantee for the 
public good, solemnly to consider the snb- 
jeot, and do what you can to arrest and 
diminish this flood of iniquity. The Con- 
stitution, as it now stands, requires the 
enactment of laws for the protection of 
of property and life, whilst it sanctions 
the sale, by license, of means which more 
than any other cause endangera property 
and life, and may prove destructive to 
the soul. We therefore request that you 
will so amend the Constitution that it 
will take from the Legislature of this 
Commonwealth the power to grant li- 
censes for the sale of intoxicating liquors 
as a drink, and substitute provisions pro- 
hibiting such sale. Whilst we thus de- 
sire that the poisonous streams now sur- 
rounding the paths of the youth, luring 
them to destruction, shall forever cease, 
we shall hail with joy any modification 
of our laws approximating to so desirable 
an end. 

Signed, by direction and on behalf of 
the representative committee aforesaid. 

CALEB CLOTHIER, Clerk. 
PHILADELPHIA, 1st mo. 7&h, lS73. 

The memorial was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Legislation. 
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AZILITARY SERVICE. 

The CLERK read the following memo- 
rial : 

To t?z Convention of Delegates to revise 
the Constitzction of tAe State of Pennsyl- 
vania, now in session : 

This memorial of the representative 
committee for the yearly meeting of the 
Religious Society of Friends, held in 
Philadelphia, respectfully showeth : That 
t,he Constitution of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, as it now stands, requires of the 
Jdegislature the enactment of laws de- 
manding from all citizens of the State be- 
tween certain ages, capable of bearing 
arms, the performance of military service, 
excepting that “those conscienliously 
scr~ppulous to bear arms shaZ2 not be com- 
pe22ed to do so, but shall pay an equiva2mt 
.for personal service. ” (See article VI, sec- 
tion 2, Constitution of the State of Penn- 
sglvania.) We consider such eonstitu- 
tional provisions and laws to be in disre- 
gard of the conscientious scruples upon 
the subject of war of a large class of the 
professors of Christianity in this Common- 
wealth ; and deem it our duty earnestly 
and solemnly to remonstrate against them 
as a violation of our religious rights 
guaranteed by William Penn, the founder 
of this Commonwealth, in his great char- 
ter, in the following remarkable language : 

L6Almighty God, being the only Lord of 
conscience, Father of Lights and Spirits, 
and the Author, as well as object, of all 
divine knowledge, faith and worship, who 
only doth erilighten the mind and per- 
suade and convince the understanding of 
people, I do hereby grant and declare, 
that no person or persons, inhabiting this 
province or territories, who shall confess 
and acknowledge Almighty God, tho 
Creator and Upholder and Ruler of the 
world, and profess Him, or themselves 
obliged to live quietly under the civil 
government, shall be, jn any case, mo- 
lested or prejudiced, in his or their person, 
or estate, because of Ais or their coascien- 
tious persuasion 0~ practice, or to do or 
su.er any other act, or thing, contrary to 
tlleir re2igiozkspersuasion. 

“And, because the happiness of man- 
kind depends so much upon the enjoying 
of liberty of their consciences as afore- 
S.&X, I do hereby solemnly declare, pro- 
mise and grant,, for me, my heirs and as- 
signs, that the first article of this charter, 

relating to liberty of conscience, ana 
every part and clause therein, accordjng 
to the true intent and meaning thereof, 
shall be kept, and remain, without any al- 
teration, inviolably forever:’ 

The Convention of 1790, which formed 
the first Constitution of this State, re- 
affirmed, in the Declaration of Rights, t&? 
great truths and rights granted by Wil- 
liam Penn, and they were retained at the 
revision in 1837. Thus in the existing 
Constitution of this State it is declared: 
“All men have a natural and indefeasible 
right to worship Almighty God according 
to the dictates of their own consciences ; ?’ 
albo, “No human authority can, in any 
case whatever, control or interfere with 
the rights of conscience.” It is likewise 
declared that every thing in this article- 
that is, the Declaration of Rights-is ex- 
copted out of the general powers of gov- 
ernment, and shall forever remain invio- 
late. 

Thus it will be perceived that the pre- 
sent Constitution whilst in theory, It as- 
serts and malntains the sacredness of the 
rights of conscience, also, by its future 
provisions in the matter to which we call 
your attention, violates said asserlion as 
well as the guarantees of the great charter 
of \%?lliam Penn, by compelling us to do 
an act contrary to our religious persuasion, 
and interfering with our rights of con- 
science, or otherwise to suffer molestation 
in our person or estate. 

We represent a people who cannot 
comply with any law requiring military 
service without disobeying the command 
of God to them. Neither can they pay a 
fine imposed for exemption therefrom, 
because in so doing they feel that they 
would implicate themselves in a violation 
of their conscientious scruples in this re- 
spect. 

For more than two hundred years our 
society has held the doctrine that all wars 
and fightings were forbidden to them as 
followers of Christ, differing in this re- 
spect from nearly all other associations of 
men claiming the Christian name. 

For asserting and maintaining this and 
other testimonies of the “Truth as it is in 
Jesus,” they were brought under crual 
persecution, enduring the despoiling of 
their estates, incarceration in prisons and 
loathsome dungeons and death. Thronph 
this long season of darkness their depend- 
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ence was upon the Divine Power, under 
which their patient suffering and earnest 
remonstrance obtained, in some degree, 
the favor of those in authority. 

For the free enjoyment of civil and re- 
ligious liberty they came to this land to 
seek, amongst the so.called savages of the 
wilderness, immunities and privileges 
denied them at the hands of a professed 
Christian nation. Here William Penn 
and his friends plauted their infant colony 
and proved the efficacy of the principle of 
peace. Theconflict of arn% was unknown, 
and history bears no record of strife be- 
tween the Indian and the Friend. 

We, their descendants, now appear be- 
fore you, not alone with a view to shield 
ourselves from suffering, but, under a 
sense of duty to God, to assert the sacred 
rig7h of conscience, to raise the standard 
of the Prince of Peace before the people, 
and in His name to ask you so to frame 
and modify the Constitution that it shall 
prohibit the Legislature from enacting 
laws which bring under persecution inno- 
cent men for obeying EIis commands. 
“Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever 
I command you.” 

In thus defining our position, we enter 
not into judgment or condemnation of 
those who differ from us. 

Trusting in the mercy of our Heavenly 
Father, we desire that He may so touch 
your hearts and understandings with His 
wisdom that you may grant our petition. 

(Signed) RICHARD MOORE 
JOHN SELLERS, 
JOS. C. TURL?IPENNY, 
HENRY W. MOORE, 
WlLLIAM DORShY, 
CALEB CLOTHIER. 

PEILADELPHIA, 18tn20. 24th, 1873. 

The memorial was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Militia. 

SUFFRAGE. 

Mr. CAHPBELL presented the petition 
of E. M. Davis, tiacretia Mott, and five 
hundred and forty-eight other persons, 
citizens of the United States, resident 
in the State of Pennsylvania, asking for 
suffrage, which was referred to the Corn- 
mittee on Suffrage, Election and Rep- 
resentation. 

INTOXICATING LIQUORS. 
Mr. DAVIS. 1 presented, on Wednesday, 

a petit,ion of citizens asking for an amend- 

ment prohibiting the sale of intoxicating 
liquors. I now move that it be referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

TRADE COMBINATIOSS. 

Mr. J. S. BLACK, on behalf of the Com- 
mittee on Legislation, asked that they be 
discharged from the consideration of a 
resolution offered by Mr. Stanton, and re- 
ferred to them, on the subject of commer- 
cial and trade combinations, and that the 
same be referred to the Committee on 
Industrial Interests, which was granted. 

LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. L~~~~~~a~kedleaveofabsence 
for a few days for Mr. Landis, which was 
granted. 

Mr. KAINE asked leave of absence for 
a few days for Mr. Buokalew, which was 
-granted ; also, for Mr. Wherry for a few 
days, which was granted. 

CONMON SCHOOL BUKD. 

Mr. NEWLIN offered the followingres- 
olution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Declaration of Rights : 

Resolved, That the Declaration of Rights 
be amended, by adding to section three : 

“The common school fund shall never 
be divided for sectarian purposes, and no 
money shal: be appropriated by any 
State, county, municipal or other public 
authorilg to any sectarian association or 
corporation for any purpose.” 

SEAT OF GOVEtiNME3T. 

Mr. BRODHEAD offered the following 
preamble and resolution,which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on State Institu- 
tions and Buildings : 

WHEREAS, It is but right and proper 
that the seat of the State government 
should be fixed by the choice of a major- 
ity of the people, and not be subject to 
location or removal by a vote of the 
Legislature, prompted by the passions 
andprejudices ofthe hour; therefore, 

Resolved, That the following article be 
incorporated into the amended Constitu- 
tion : 

L6A~~~~~~-. The seat of government 
shall be fixed by the people. That at the 
time and place designated by this Con- 
vention for the ,people to vote for or 
against this Constitution, the people shall 
also vote upon the location of the seat of 
the State governmect. That each voter 

. 

. 
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may vote for any one of the following 
places : 

“Pittsburg, Altoona, Harrisburg, Wil- 
hamsport, Wilkesbarre, Reading, Bethle- 
hetn, Philadelphia. 

“That i: a majority of the whole num- 
ber of votes cast shall be given for any 
one place, then such place shall thenoe- 
forth be the seat of the State government. 
But if a majority of votes cast shall not 
be given for any one place, those two 
places having the smallest number of 
votes shall be dropped;from the list ; and 
at the next ensuing general election the 
people shall again vote thereon, and if no 
one of the six places voted for shall have 
a majority, then the two places having 
the smallest number of votes shall be 
dropped from the list; and at the next 
ensuing general election the peopie shall 
again vote thereon, and if no one of the 
four places voted for shall receive a ma- 
jority of the votes cast, then the two pla- 
ces having the smallest number of votes 
shall be dropped ; and at the next ensuing 
general election the people shall finally 
vote thereon, and the place having a ma- 
jority of the votes shall thenceforth be 
the State capit.al; and the Legislature 
shall provide by law for the proper carry- 
ing out by law of the objects of this prs- 
vision.” 

MAYORS' COURTS. 

Mr. PUG~RE offered the following reso- 
lution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Judiciary : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Judiciary be instructed to inquire iut0 
the feasibility of inserting a clause in the 
Constitution, that whenever a city has a 
mayors’ court, and contains 18SS than 
sixty thousand inhabitants, said mayors’ 
court shall be presided over by the pres- 
id8nt judge, or a law judge of common 
pleas of the county or district. 

FREE SCHOOLS OF SCIENCE. 

3Mr. PUGHE ordered the following reso- 
lution, which was referred to the Corn- 
mittee on Education : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Edu- 
cationbe instructed to consider the ex- 
pediency of establishing free schools in 
the mining district,s for the study of geol- 
ogy, chemistry, mineralogy, mining and 
engineering, and the scientific ventilation 

<of mines. 

EXPENSES OF THE CONVENT'ION. 

Mr. LILLY offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was twice read : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Ac- 
counts and Expenditures is hereby di- 
rected to report, as nearly as practicable, 
the probable amount of money that will 
be necessary to pay the expenses of this 
Convention, including salaries of members 
and officers, and all other probable ex- 
penses, and report the same to this House 
as early as practicable, that thesame may 
be transmitted to the Legislature in time 
for the annual appropriation. 

Mr. NmvtrN. I move the postpone- 
ment of the resolution for the present. 

Mr. HAY. I hope this resolution, in its 
present form, will not be adopted. It 
seems to me it interferes with the func- 
tions of the legislative department of the 
State. It is their duty to makeappro- 
priations for all the expenses of the State 
government ; and the expenses of this 
body form part of such expenses. We 
ought not to interfere in such matters. 
They are quite competent to perform 
their duties in this respect. 

The question being upon the motion to 
postpone, it was agreed to. 

LEAvE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. TURRELL asked leave of absence 
for Mr. Long for a few days, which was 
granted. 

PURITY OF ELECTIONS. 

Mr. STRUTHERS offered the following 
resolution, which was referred to the 
Committee on Legislature : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Leg- 
islature be requested to report an article 
or section providing for the purity of 
elections, and guarding against corrupt 
practices in all departments of the gov- 
ernment, under penalty embracing for- 
feiture of office, and by fine and impris- 
onment. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. COCHRAN asked leave of absence 
for himself for a few days, which was 
granted. 

AUJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 

Mr. DAVIS o&red the following resolu- 
tion, which was twice read : 

Resolved, That when this Convention 
adjourns, it adjourns until Monday next, 
at eleven o’clock A. M. 
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Mr. HPXIPIIILL. I move to strike out 
all after the word “resolved,” and in- 
sert the followin;:: “That until other- 
wise ordered, the Convention will n,ot sit 
on Saturdays.” 

Mr. JOHN M. BAILEY. Mr. President : 
I rise to a point of order. Under the rules 
adopted by the Convention the amend- 
ment should lie upon the table for one 
day. 

The PRTIBIDENT. Tho point of order is 
raised that this amendment involves an 
alteration in the rules of the Convention. 
The hour of acljournmentis not embodied 
in a rule of the Convention, but is merely 
an order of the Convention, and can be 
at,angtime changed by a majority vote 
thereof. 

The question bsing taken on the amend- 
ment, the yeas and nays were required 
by Mr. Corbett and Mr. Alricks, and 
were as follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Baker, Bannan, Bartholomew, 
Biddle, Boyd, Brodhead, Broomall, 
Buckalew, Cassidy, Clark, Corson, Cuy- 
ler, Davis, Elliott, Ellis, Ewing, Fin- 
ney, Funck, Gibson, tianna, Harvey, 
Kemphill, Hoverin, Hunsicker, Lear, 
Lilly, M’Camant, M’Ciean, Metzger, Pal- 
mer, G. W., Pughe, Read, John R., Rey- 
nolds, S. H.,Rooke, Runk, Simpson, Stan- 
ton, Wetherill, J. M., Wherry, Woodward 
and Worrell-41. 

NAYS. 

Messrs. Achenbach, Alricks, Baer, 
Baily,(Perry),Bailey,(Huntingdon),Bar- 
clay, Beebe, Black,Charles A..Black, J.S., 
Bowman, Campbell, Carter, Co&ran, 
Collins, Corbett, Craig, Curry, .Curtin, 
Dallas, Dnrlington, De Franoe, Dunning, 
Guthrie, Hay, Hazzard, Horton, Howard, 
Kaine, Knight, Lawrence, Littleton, 
M’hllister, MConnell, M’Culloch,M’Mur- 
ray, Mann, Mantor, Minor, Mott, New- 
lin, Patterson, D. W., Patterson, T. H. B., 
Patton, Purman, Purviance, Sam’1 A., 
Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, James L., Rus- 
sell, Smith, H. G., Smith, Henry W., 
Smith, W. H., Stewart, Struthers, Tem- 
ple, Turrell, Walker, Wetherill, Jno. 
Price, White, David N., White, Harry, 
White, J. W. F., Wright and Meredith, 
Pre.Ment-42. 

So the amendment was cot agreed to: 
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L%ESXKT 0RP;OT YOTIBCL-->kSSrS. Ad- 
dicks,Ainey,Andrews,Armstrong, Bards- 
ley, Brown, Carey, Church, Cronmiller, 
Dimmiok, Dodd, Edwards, Fell, Fulton, 
Gilpin, Gowen, Hall, Hopkins, Lamber- 
ton, Landis, Long, MacVeagh, Niles, Pal- 
m’er, H. W., Parsons, Porter, Purviance, 
John N., Ross, Sharpe and Van Reed-30. 

hfr. Lk~~~~~S. I move to amend the 
resolution, by inserting the following 
after the word “resolved :” “That this 
Convention meet on Saturday from ten 
A. M. to one P. M., and on Mondayfrom 
six P. M. to nine P. M., until otherwise 
ordered.” 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. LIT~LETON. I move to lay the 

resolution on the table. 
The motion was not agreed to. 
On the question of agreeing to the reso- 

lution, the yeas and nays were required 
by Mr. Corbett and Mr. Kaine, and were 
as follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Baker, Bannan, Bartholomew, 
Beebe, Biddle, Black, J. S., BowmaD, 
Boyd, Brodhead, Broomall, Buckalew,,” 
Cassidy, Clark, Cochran, Carson, Curry. 
Curtin, Cuyler, Dallas, Davis, Dunning, 
Elliott, Ellis, Funck, Gibson, Hanna, 
Harvey, Hemphill, Heverin, Hun&o&, 
Lear, Lilly, M’Camant, M’Clean, M&t, 
Newlin, Palmer, G. W., Patton, Pughe, 
Reynolds, James L., Reynolds, S. H., 
Rooke, Ross, Ruuk, Simpson, Smith, 
Henry W., Stanton, Struthers, Temple, 
Wetherill, J. M., Wherry and Wood- 
ward-%. 

NAYS 

Messrs. Achenbach,Slricks, Baer, Baily, 
(Perry,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Barclay, 
Black, Charles A., Campbell, Carter, Col- 
lins,Corbett, Craig, Darlington, De Franoe; 
Ewing, Fell, Finney, Guthrie, Hay, Hazs- 
zard, Horton, Howard, Kaine, Knight,. 
Lawrence, Littleton, M’Allist.er, MacCon-- 
nell, M’Culloch, M’Murray, Mann, Man- 
tar, Metzger, Minor, Patterson, D. W., 
Patterson, T. H. B., Purmnn, Purviance, 
Sam’1 A., Read, John R., Reed, Andrew, 
Russell, Smith, H. G., Smith, W. II., 
Stewart, Turrell, Walker, Wetherill, Jno. 
Price, White, David N., White,’ Harry, 
Whit@, J. W. F., Worrell, Wright and 
Meredith, &esicZent---53. 

So the resolution was not agreed to. 
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ABSENT on NOT vOTINU.-Messes. Ad- 
dicks,Ainey, Andrews, Armstrong, Bards- 
ley, Brown, Carey, Church, Cronmiller, 
Dimmick, Dodd, Edwards, Fulton, Gilpin, 
Gowen, Hall, Hopkins, Lamberton, Lan- 
dis, Long, MacVeagh, Riles, Palmer, H. 
W., Parsons, Porter, Purviance, John N., 
Sharpe and Van Reed-%. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
Mr. M'CLEAN. Mr. President : I ask 

leave of absence for myself for a few days 
from to-day. 

Leave was granted. 

COM?dITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

The Convention then proceeded to fur- 
ther consider, in committee of the whole, 
the report of the Committee on the Legis- 
lature, Mr. C. A. Black in the chair. 

TEE LEQISLATIVE ARTICLE. 

The CHAIRMAN. The matter under 
consideration in committee of the whole 
when it last rose, was the twelfth section, 
and the question before the committee is 
the amendment of the gentleman from 
Philadelphia (Mr. Fell) to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Allegheny, 
(Mr. Howard,) to strikeout “$2,000” and 
insert tL 5700.” 

Mr. FELL. Mr. Chairman: I wish to 
say a few words in defence of what may 
seem like an illiberal amendment-a mo- 
tion to strikeout $2,OOOand put in$700. In 
the first place, 1 will say that in regard 
to the amount of $6700, my friend, the gen- 
tleman from York, (Mr. Cochran,) tells 
us that that is about all they are entitled 
to draw, at any rate at the present time ; 
and if you regard the idea which has been 
presented here with such force, and whioh 
appears to be received with so much 
favor, that of biennial sessions, you will 
so reform our I;egislature that it will be 
a very pure body, and have a very clear 
conception of just what it ought to do, by 
reason of the curtailment of special legis- 
lation. If this idea be carried into 
effeot, the Legislature will not beoccu- 
pied in doing anything except the very 
proper business that they are sent there 
to perform. I think that everybody will 
admit that $700 will be enough for sixty 
days’ work, which will be the time that 
the General Assembly ought to be occu- 
pied in transacting their legitimate busi- 
ness. Even considering that ninety days, 
the extreme amount of time that ought to 

be occupied by public business, will be 
the length of their session, $700 will be 
ample compensation therefor. 

As to their having annual sessions after 
the expression of opinion here in favor of 
biennial sessions, I think we may safely 
conclude their meetings will not be as 
frequent as they have been hitherto, and, 
with their reduced duties, $700 will be 
sufllcient pay for the members of the 
General Assembly. Indeed, I would re- 
duce it below $700 if I could. I would like 
to see the time when we reach the posi- 
tion now occupied by the British Parlia- 
ment, who receive no compensation for 
their services. That a man would go to 
the Legislature to make money is some- 
thing abhorrent to the idea of honorable 
people. If their salary is to be held up 
as a prize, by making the sum as high as 
$2,000, it will turn every man’s attention 
to this subject, and we will have as much 
effort made to secure seats in the Legis- 
lature as there is now made to get into 
public places here in Philadelphia. I 
therefore trust that, with the iron-clad 
and brimstone oaths that we intend to 
provide on the subject, the Legislature 
will be confined to proper subjects of leg- 
islation, and that we will not be troubled 
with sessions lasting more than sixty or 
ninety days. That is the.full limit neces- 
sary for the Legislature to sit, for in that 
time everything can be done that ought to 
be done, according to the provisions on 
the subject that we are now perfecting. 

Mr. BOYD. Mr. Chairmau : I took oc- 
casion in the remarks I made a few days 
ago to indicate my view of the subject 
now under consideration. I stated then 
that I would vote in favor of the largest 
sum proposed as compensation for the 
members of the Legislature. I stated 
that because I bslieved that the public, 
no more than an individual, can expect 
to have service rendered honestly and 
faithfully, unless it is adequately paid for. 
I mean by adequately paid for, a sum 
that will be sufficient to maintain a man 
and his family. Now, sir, I insist that it 
is impossible for a member of the Legisla- 
ture, even for the short session of sixty or 
ninety days, to support himself and those 
dependent upon him, with the sum of 
seven hundred dollars. And it is in vain 
to expect that always members shall be 
elected to that body who are able, inde- 
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pendent of their pay, to defray their ex- 
penses and support their families while 
they are engaged in this public duty. 

I do not propose to occupy the time of 
this Convention by any extended remarks 
on this subject, but rather refer to what I 
have said in the past, and with the view 
of re-inforcing what I did state the other 
day, I am now prepared, as I think, with 
proof that will at least satisfy every man 
in thii body that what I asserted here the 
other day in relation to the history of the 
legislation of this State in regard to the 
Credit Mobilier was substantially correct. 
And without claiming any egotism, I will 
here state that as a rule it will be safe for 
gentlemen upon this floor to believe that 
when I state a proposition in debate they 
may take it for granted that it is about 
correct [laughter.] Rut when the gentle- 
man from Lancaster (Mr. H. G. Smith) 
followed me in the debate, I was not in 
the hall. I was at that time in the Presi- 
dent’s room, doing there what was fit and 
becoming to the place, [laughter,] and I 
knew nothing of the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Lancaster until I saw them 
in print the next morning. I have sought 
the first reasonable opportunity to reply 
to those remarks. I understood that the 
gentleman from Lancaster did not state 
what he did upon his own responsibility, 
but upon the information and upon the 
responsibility of a distinguished demo- 
crat, who either was at the time or had 
been clerk to both branches of the Legis- 
lature. In that statement the gentleman 
declared that the legislation on the part 
of Pennsylvania had no reference what- 
ever to the Credit Mobilier, and that it 
was consummated long before the Union 
Pacific railroad was thought of, and that 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania, in effect, 
had never legislated in behalf of that cor- 
poration. 

Now, sir, it is always well to come pre- 
pared with the documents and with the 
dates. 

Now, sir, according to Poor’s Railroad 
Manual on Railroads, we find that the 
first act of Cougres9-- 

Mr. LILLY. Mr. Chairman : I rise tc 
a point of order. Is it in order to discuss 
the Credit Mobllier to-day, or the salary 
of members of the Legislature ? 

Mr. BOYS. If you pay the members of 
the Legislature an adequate sum, they 

will not have occasion to even entertain 
propositions, such as is embodied in the 
act incorporating the Credit Mobilier; 
and hence I say that is where the rele- 
vancy of my argument, and the compe- 
tency of it, come in ; that if you pay a 
man two thousand dollars (for which I 
shall vote when the proposition is pre- 
sented) for the purpose of preventing this 
kind of legislation in the future; and if 
the argument ,which I made the other 
day, and am now making, falls short of 
this view, then it goes for nothing, and I 
shall then be prepared to vote for the 
proposition of my friend from Philadel- 
phia (Mr. Fell) for seven hundred dollars 
a year ; but it is for the purpose of remov- 
ing and keeping away temptation from 
the ‘I third house,:’ and from the Legisla- 
ture itself. I trust that any remarks that 
I may make upon this subject will not 
pinch or hurt anybody in this Convention, 
because I apprehend that if there is a body 
that is above suspicion it is this body. 

The act of Congress, then, was passed 
on the first of July, 1662. That was the 
first act incorporating t,he Union Pacific. 
It lay dormant until July 2, 1864, when 
Congress added an amendment to the 
charter, in which they furnished the 
money to build the railroad. 

The first act of the Legislature, and the 
main act which has been referred to, will 
be found in the pamphlet laws of 1860, 
page 886. It will be observed that the 
act first incorporating the Union Pacific 
railroad was passed in 1862. In 1660 the 
act incorporating the Pennsylvania Fiscal 
Agency was passed. It is true that is two 
years anterior in date to the incorporation 
of the Union Pacific, but averybody 
knows that long before acts are passed for 
building railroads, there are certain pre- 
parations to be made. The thing is gen- 
erally ccnceived long before it is born in 
Congress and in the Legislature, and 
whilst the Clerk of the Hause may be, 
and is a very superior gentleman, the 
intellect that guided the pen that framed 
this act was that of one of the first lawyers 
in the country, because no ordinary man 
could, at the suggestion or request of au 
old visionary, sit down and pen such an 
act as this. If this is a skeleton, I would 
respectfully say that it is the plumpest, 
fullest, fattest, rdnndest,~keletpl!.thAtihps, 
ever yet been created or ordained; and, 
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furthermore, although this was two years 
before, it seems upon its face to indicate 
thjt whoever drafted it had in his mind’s 
e+ the act incorporating the Union Pacific 
in 1362. 

The purpose of this act is to organize or 
incorporate a oompany, and to authorize 
it as such, &‘t.o become an agency for the 
purchase and sale of railroad bonds “- 
that strikes pretty close to the Union Pa- 
ci&---“and other securities, and to make 
advances of money and of credit to rail- 
road and other improvement companies, 
and to aid, in like manner, contractors 
and manufacturers; and to authorize 
them, as a company, to make all requi- 
site contracts, and, especially, to receive 
and hold, on deposit and in trust, estate, 
real and personal, including notes and 
bonds and obligations of Stams and of in- 
individuals and of companies and of car- 
porations.” If that is not a little too 
large for the State of Pennsylvania it 
would seem to me difficult to know what 
would be too large for such a Common- 
wealth. 

‘~‘Ancl also to sell and dispose of them 
in any markets in the United States or 
elsewhere.:’ 

~iSnc~~o~ 3. The cspitd stock shall 
be ‘fifty thousand shares of one hundred 
dollars each,“-which I understand to be 
five millions of dollars--“and they may 
from time to time increase their resources 
by borrowing money on pledge of their 
property, or without such pledge, or by 
nezb subscriptions not exceeding fftu thou- 
sand shares,” thus swelling it up to ten 
millions of dollars. Then what do they 
do with this last subscription of fifty thou- 
sand shares? “And when new subscrip- 
iiolas are mad‘e the sJ&area naa?/ be issued at 
pa+=, or sold for the beneJt of t:te holdem of 
the shares thweof,," so that when they 
come to issue this additional stock of five 
millions they may issue it at par, or they 
may sell it, and in either way the pre- 
viotm owne& of the stock receive the 
proceeds of it. 

Section four provides that the “ princi- 
pal office of the company shall be m the 
city of Philadelphia, but the directors ma?/ 
Establish branches and agencies in Europe 
and elsewhere.‘7 

That is a very extraordinary Pennsyl- 
vania charter i'or Pennsylvania consump- 
tion ! It provides, however, very properly, _ 

that ‘: three-fifths of the directors shall be 
citizens of the United States of hmeric3,” 
so that it shall not be a foreign institution 
entirely. 

Section six provides for payment of 
bonus on the stock and tax upon divi- 
dends, exceeding six per cent. per annum. 
We all know how the State got the tax ! 

Now, then, in the pamphlet laws of 
19&t, page 97, an act was passed to change 
the name of the Pennsylvania Fiscal 
Sgency. 

“Be it enacted, &A, That from and after 
the passage of this act the Pennsylvania 
Fiscal dgency shall be named, instead 
thereof, ‘The Credit Mobiher of Smerica,’ 
with all the powers, privileges and an- 
thorities had under their former name, 
and be subject to all the restrictions and 
liabilities to which thep were subject un- 
der the same,” approved March 2tI, 1%X 

So you see they got this act passed by 
our Legbiature in March, 166~4, and in 
July, 186$ they went to Congress and got 
the supplement passed, giving them six- 
teen thousand dollars per mile and forty- 
eight thousand dollars per mile, &:., in 
government bonds. 

Now it seems to me that it is plain that 
this Credit Mobilier of America is a Penn- 
sylvania institution; that it was on- 
cerned in the Legislature of Pennsyl- 
vania; that it was born there, and then, 
in February, lSii7, further aid and assist- 
ance was given, as we fmd in the yamph- 
let laws of l&V, page 291, in an act ap- 

7 proved h ebruary 28, 1867. This is some- 
thing which,in scripture language, passoth 
allunderstanding. It certainly does mine, 
but it may come withiu the range and 
comprehension of some of the gentlemen 
who are familiar lvith this subject. 

‘4 In every case where the Credit Mo- 
bilier of America, it body corporAed and 
established by the laws of tlnn Common- 
wealth, has heretoftire agreed, aud shall 
hereafter agree, to aid auy contractor 
with a railroad company, by advancing 
niouey to such contractor, or by guaran- 
teeing the exe~utlou of a coutruc; for the 
buildrup, c<natruction or equipment of a 
railroad, or f$,r matern& or rolling stock, 
it khall be lawful for rho &rid Credit 
Nobiber of America to take such mea- 
sures as will tend to securu the faithful 
performance of the contritc’t,” kc. 
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That looks to me as if it were to autho- 
rize the individnal who had taken this 
contract to transfer it to this Credit Mo- 
bilier of America. 

Mr. LILT.Y. Mr. Chairman: I ask, 
now, whether that has anything to do 
with the seven hundred dollars. 

Mr. BOYD. Mr; Chairman: 1Jy an- 
swer to that is this :-- 

Mr. LILLY. I ask the Chairman to 
decideit. I do not like to see the time 
of this Convention consumed with such 
things as we do not care anything 
abont. 

Mr. BOYD. Mr. Chairman: I will 
prolnise that I shall not be in the way of 
the eloquent gentleman occupying the 
floor. 

Mr. LILLY. Will the Chair decide the 
question of order? 

The CHAIRHAN. The gentleman from 
Carbon (Mr. Lilly) is out of order. In 
committee of the whole much greater 
latitude is allowed in debate. than in 
Convention. I do not see how the chair- 
man can interfere in a matter of this 
kind. It is far better to let the debate 
proceed. 

Mr. K.UNE. Mr, Chairman : I nnder- 
stand, in committee of.the whole, no gen- 
tleman can be called to order for any- 
thing except a personal retie&ion. I 
understand that to he the rule in com- 
mittee of the whole. 

The CHAIRMAN. Certainly. The Chair 
has no power over the debate, except in 
case of personal reflection. 

Mr. BUYD. I am exceedingly sorry 
that theremarks I have made here should 
be unpleasant and unpalatable to any 
gentleman. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will 
proceed with his argument. 

Nr. BOYD. I was going to apologize to 
the gentleman from Carbon (Mr. Lil!y.) 
Bnt I will dispense aich it under the 
ruliug of the Chair. 

Mr. Chairman : I have now given a 
brief history of a specimen of legislation 
which has been enacted hy the Legisla- 
ture of this State. I question whether it 
has a parallel in modem history, I 
doubt whether powers so unlimited have 
ever been granted hy any legislative 
body to any corporation. In view of such 
legislation, and for the purpose of pre- 
venting a repetition thereof, it seems to 

me that it would be an evidence of wis- 
dom upon the part of this body-a ‘body 
assembled for the purpose of reform-to 
make some prbvision which will, in a 
measure pt ,lesst, counteract the tempta- 
tions held out, to legislators to disgrace 
our ststute books by such enactments. 
The liberal payment of public servants 
for the performance of responsible public 
trusts, I feel assured, will be oue of the 
means of accomplishing this purpose, 
and therefore I shall vote for the pro- 
posed in&ease of nay to members of the 
General Assembly. As two thousand 
dollars per annum ’ is the maximum 
amo’nnt pmposed, I shall’ vote for that 
sum first. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. Chairman: Tlie 
subject now before the Convention is, I 
believe, the question of the appropriate 
fixing of a salary for the members of the 
Legislature; and one question is, whether 
we shall fix the salary at ali,‘or’whetder 

‘we shall turn if over to the’legisl tive 
bodies to tnake,that prbvisionthemseiires ; 
and the next is, if we! fix the salary; whe- 
ther we shall make ic a reasonable one, 
giving a sufficient amount for the service 
that we expect to he given. ’ 

I consider this one of the most import- 
,ant questions that will come before this 
Convention, and I think the subject itself 
is well worthy the discussion of its-mem- 
bers. Gentlemen have complained of the 
manner in which legislation has peso ob- 
tained at Harrisburg, and what has been 
the principal alleg+tion? It is that t.hqre 
has grown up in. this Cornmonwe&h 
great and wealthy corporations; I that 
these corporations have used thelr,power 

,and their wealth for, the purpose of cor- 
rnpting the mal~e,rtrabf our laws. I am 
one of those who believe tha! the mote 

.poorly you pay a man, the more open he 
is to the danger of these influences. I 
cannot, for myself, understand, I cannot 
satisfy my judgment in any way, 

I., 
upon 

any principle whatever, bow it is tht 
gentlemen can rise in this (:onventjon 
and say that seven hundred dollars is a 
sufficient compensation for the men wh,o 
,make the laws for this great Conimon- 
wealth ; a sum that would be disgraceful 
to offer to the merest hireling that bad 
any, capacity whatever. Seven hun,dred 

‘d&II&s I undeistand”to be-the fi>ure that 
the gentleman from Philadelphia (Mr. 
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Fell) thinks sufacient pay for the men 
who legislate for this ~&nmonwealth. 
Would he offer compensation so misera- 
ble to any man that had capacity or integ- 
rity for employment in anything of equal 
magnitude or importanoo? I know he 
would not, Why, sir, presidents of rail- 
roads command from ten to fifteen and 
twenty thousand dollars; presidents of 
banks, and indeed of all sorts of corpora- 
tions, commandfrom five to ten thousand 
dollars per annum. 

We pay the expounders of the laws 
from five to eight thousaud dollars a 
year, and yet we say their salaries are 
not sufficient. But the law-maker is to 
be paid the contemptible-the miserable, 
beggarly sum of seven huudred dollars, 
according to the views of the gentleman 
from Philadelphia (Yr. Fell.) If a man 
wanted to perpetuate the corruption of 
which cotnplaiot has been made, he could 
wish nothing better than that we should 
continue to pay cheap salaries so that we 
would have cheap men, and these great 
corporations could buy legislation at a 
cheap price. I do not know upon what 
principle it is that qentlemen reason, or 
bow they cau expect that men will 
abandon the walks of private life to 
serve the public in this special business 
of making laws for nothing, or next to 
nothing, for their trouble. You do not 
ask men to do it in the cases of the 
sheriffs of your counties ; you do not ask 
them to do it as prothonotaries of courts, 
ns recorders;as judges. You ask them 
to do it in nothing else except in the 
making of.la.ws-the most imperrant of 
all the functions that a citizen can be 
called to perform. 

I maintain that we can never expect to 
elevate the character of our legislation 
unless we pay a salary sutlicienc to com- 
mand the talent and the services of hon- 
orable and high-minded men, and to in- 
duce them to k3dVe their professional or 
other pursuits and take u&t themselves 
the business of making our laws ; and to 
do that the public ought to be wi!ling to 
pay them. 1~ is the highest economy to 
pay a liberal salary. ‘rBut,” some gen- 
tlemen say, “the people would vote down 
the Constitution if you were to establish 
reasonable salaries for these members.” 
I say, sir, that is not the fact. We all re- 
member thort a few years ago Congress- 

men got the miserable compensation of 
eight dollars a day, and it took nearly the 
whole of it to pay their expenses iu Wash- 
ington city. If they had a session of about 
six months their pay amounted to little 
overfl, 100. They then fixed their com- 
pensation at $3,000. There was a little 
said by some small politicians, but what 
did the people do afterwards, when Con- 
gress increased the pay of these members 
to $5,000 per annum ? Why, theyreturned 
to Congress the same men who had thus 
voted themselves this increase of compen- 
sation, and there never was a word of 
complaint at the fact that they had given 
themselves decent salaries, upon which 
they could support themselves and their 
families. It would be tnuch more re- 
spectable to say we will not pay them 
anything at all, and thus put it directly 
upon the question of honor, put it directly 
on the prinoiple on which tnen are elected 
to office in our cities. The councilmen of 
our cities and our boroughs have no pay. 
What is the result of this no psy plan? 
Do men of worth and character enter city 
councils for the purpose of serving the 
public upon the principle of pure and 
disinterested patriotism? Why, we have 
only to look to the city governments 
throughout the length and breadth of 
this land, to see that they are rankling 
with corruption, anli that, too, under the 
policy of no pay. Very well ; then, if you 
do not give enough pay, you exclude a 
man who is honest, if he is not rich. On 
this principle you exclude every man 
who has not wealth enough to take upon 
hlmseIf.tMs pessitlon, because, io the case 
of a wealthy man, if the salary is not suf- 
ficient, he can supply the detlciency out 
of his private means. Or you must give 
it to scoundrels, who are willing to steal 
what they need. There is no question 
ahout that preposition. Men of wealth 
must take this position, who are able to 
support themselves from their private 
meaos, or you must give it to the rogue, 
who is willing to say: “I will take DO 
salary,” or, “1 will take a salary so low 
that no honest man can live on it, because 
I know that I can make up the difference 
and make both euds meet before the eud 
of the term.” 

This, sir, is a very serious matter for the 
people of this Commonwealth. For my 
part I am not willing to trust it to the 
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Legislature, because, if it be true, as 
stated, that the Legislature has been cor- 
rupted, year in snd year out ; that there 
have been influences brought to bear 
upon that body by the wealthy corpora- 
tions of this Commonwealth, these same 
influences will be brought to bear here- 
after; and it will be in favor of cheap men 
and cheap salaries, in order that they can 
buy them cheaply. 

Let us’raise the standard. Let us give 
a man the meansof living. Let us put it 
into the Constitution, beyond the power 
of these men to control it. If we put it 
not in the Constitution, I have no doubt 
whatever that the Legislature will be ap 
proached again, and the same influences 
will be brought to bear, and they will not 
have a respectable salary, in order that 
things may be kept as nearly as possible 
as they are now. 

I believe, sir, that the people of this 
Commonwealth are perfectly willing to 
pay a reasonable salary ; and I say to the 
people that they cannot, in reason, ask 
any man to go to the Legislature, even if 
it does not take more thar. sixty or ninety 
days, as some have said, for less than 
$2,000. Men coming from the rural dis- 
tricts might, perhaps, be able to leave 
their farms for less, but look at the condi- 
,tion of city men and of professional men. 
If a man is engaged in professional em- 
ployment, especially if he comes from a 
city, he breaks up his business; he is 
obliged to surrender it, for it is equiva- 
lent to a surrender, not only for the whole 
‘year, but there is considerable damage 
done for more than that year. He cannot 
thus permit the business whereby he 
earns his livelihood to be disturbed wich- 
out an equivalent consideration. Hence, 
if he is a poor and honest man he is vir- 
tually exeluded from the privilege of rep- 
resenting a constituency in the Legisla- 
ture ; so that you leave the door open for 
all those that are willing to serve and 
help themselves to whatever they can. 

I hope, therefore, that this Convention 
will fix the salary of the legislators, and 
at an honest sum-a sum that will be 
reasonable for the services required; and 
I hope we will put it in the Constitution, 
and not leave ‘it to the Legislature, who 
may, perhaps, oontinue without change 
the present state of thiugs. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. Chairman: I 
want to ask the gentleman a question be- 
fore he takes hlsseat. I understand from 
the gentleman’s argument that one of the 
difficulties with the legislatdrs is, that 
the corporatione buy them up. I would 
like to know at what price he supposes 
the people could secure the purity of leg- 
islators against the approach or the influ- 
ence of these corporations-what figure 
he would place it at ? 

Mr. HOWARD. I will answer the gen- 
tleman in a very few words. The people 
have a duty to perform in this matter, 
and that is to fix the compensation of their 
legislators at a reasonable sum, so that 
it will not be necessary for the members 
to sell their influence or votes in order to 
make a livelihood for themselves and 
their families. My answer to the gentle- 
man’s question, therefore, is, that when 
the people have done this they have done 
their duty, and cannot hold themselves 
to blame for the weskness or the wicked- 
ness of the avaricious. There will be 
weak and avaricious men always, who 
will be willing to buy and sell; but the 
people certainly should not put their ser- 
vants in a position where it becomes ne- 
cessary for them to sell in order to live, 
That is my answer. 

Mr. BXDDLE. Mr. ChaIrman: Ishall 
vote against the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Philadelphia, (Mr. Fell,) 
but for reasons a little different from 
those that have been given by the gentle- 
man from Columbia (Mr. Boyd) and the 
gentleman who last spoke (Mr. How- 
ard.) I agree fully with both these gen- 
tlemen that it is a false economy to pay 
the representatives of the State a salary 
upon which it is impossible for them to 
live properly. 

But I think the whole of this subject 
Is out of place in a Constitution, and my 
reasons are briefly these : We are endea- 
voring to lay down and frame a rule of 
government which shall be permanent 
in its results, and yet, by introducing 
clauses of this kind, neaessarily tempo- 
rary, as the least reflection will show, we 
are inviting the people of this Common- 
wealth to change it within a very short 
period of time. Now what is ‘the exist- 
ing state of things in regard to this sub- 
ject? We have, at this very moment, 
two different kinds of curreucy, which 
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have been declared, by the highest tribu- 
nals of the country, to be equally legal. 
We have a gold currency, and we have a 
paper currency. It is within the recollec- 
tion of every gentleman upon this floor 
that the period of time is hardly a decade 
in which the purchasing power of money 
has diminished almost half. It is about 
fair, I think, to say that a dollar of the or- 
dinary currency to-day has riot a higher 
purchasing power than forty cents pos- 
sessed ten or twelve years ago; and yet, 
Mr. Chairman, we are undertaking tl, lay 
down a binding rule relative to the pay of 
all our future legislators, which can only 
be changed by amending the organic law 
of the State. I deem this very unwise. 
So far as I have read the legislation of this 
Commonwealth there has been no cause 
of complaint inregard to the salaries that 
have been voted for the performance of 
this public service. I challenge any gen- 
tleman upon this door to point to any sys- 
tem of salaries which can be regarded at 
all as high. That is not the way in which 
the public funds are wasted, if they are 
wasted. It is by indirection, and not by 
high salaries, because legislators will not 
Face their constituents after voting high 
salaries. I think, therefore, that it will 
be altogether wiser to leave this question 
with our representatives, so that they 
may be able to make provisions suitable 
10 the exigencies of the times; but if I 
am privileged, by the sense of this Con- 
vention, to vote, I certainly shall rote for 
something like the amendment of my 
distinguished friend from Montgomery 
(Air. Hunsicker.) 

Mr. H. G. SXITH. Mr. Chairman: I 
would not take up the time of the com- 
mittee with any remarks upon the sub- 
ject now pending, but for the fact that 
the speech made by the gentleman from 
Monrgomery (Mr. Boyd) seems to call 
for a personal explanarion on my part. 
The other day he boldly made the speci- 
fic charge that the Credit Mobilier com- 
pany, which has involved so many mem- 
bers of Congress in its meshes, and 
caused every honest American to blush 
at the shameful recital, which is being 
daily doled out purchased privileges from 
the Pennsylvania Legislature, wnich the 
Legislature of New York had refused to 
grant for a sum of money six Limes 
greater. I agree with the gentleman from 

Montgomery, that statements should not 
be made upon this floor without due con- 
sideration, and I am willing that this 
Convention shall judge himself and mr- 
self by the very proper standard which 
he sets up. I was led to reply to the 
sweeping remarks made by him the other 
day, simply and solely because I be- 
lieved that he had been unwittingly 
seduced into making false statements by 
relying upon false informaciou. I am 
sure he would willingly bring .any base- 
less accusation even against the Legisla- 
ture, which has provoked so much ad- 
verse criticism of late years. I am no de- 
fender of the Pennsylvania Legislature. 
I am sorry to be forced to believe and to 
admit that it has committed many acts 
which cannot be defended, and not a few 
which deserve to be unsparingly de- 
nounced. Some of these misdeeds may 
have sprung from errors of judgment, 
but there is, unfortunately, too much 
reason for believjng thst corrupt influ- 
ences have not unfrequently controlled 
the action of a majority of the members 
of our Legislature, sometimes directly 
and sometimes by indirection. Fat, 
while it is trne that the moral toneof our 
Legislature has been lowered, it is none 
the less true that men of both political 
parties have been found in each branch 
of that body doing battle with all their 
might against every form of corruptio’n 
and every species of improper legisla- 
tion. Not a few of the ablest and most 

conscientious members of this Conven- 
tion have been members of the Legisla- 
ture, and they are here prepared by ex- 
perience to aid in reforming abuses 
which have soiled the reputation of the 
State and affected the welfare of the peo- 
ple of Pennsylvania. I am disposed to 
believe that evil, rather than good, is 
likely to result from wholesale denuncia- 
tion of the Legislature by members of 
this Convention. 

Acting in strict accordancewith thevery 
proper rule laid down by the gentleman 
from Montgomery, I endeavored to cor- 
rect lhe mistirkes made by him the other 
day. I fully agree with him that allega- 
tions should not be made upon this floor 
without a careful examination of the basis 
upon which they are founded. I am glad 
tosee that be has taken the trouble to look 
up the record of the Credit Mobilier com- 
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pany, and I am only sorry that some de- 
fect of judgment prevents him from per- 
ceiviug that the documents which he has 
produced completely substao tiate my ver- 
sion of the matter. He has shown that I 
was mistaken in the single unimportant 
statement that the original title of the 
company was the Credit hiobilier, afcer- 
wards changed to the Pennsylvania Fiscal 
Agency. The fact that it was first styled 
the Pennsylvania Fiscal Ageccy, and 
afterward entitled the Credit JIobilier of 
.Qmerica, does not invalidate any of the 
material facts adduced by me. The gen- 
tleman has shown that the charter was 
granted by our Legislature in 1860. Had 
the building of a railroad across the conti- 
nent by government aid been conceived of 
then 1 Why, sir, such an idea had not been 
broached at that time. The change in the 
name of the company was sanctioned by 
our Legislature in March, of 1864, months 
before the act authorizing the building of 
the Pacific railroad was passed by Con- 
gress; and this swindling Credit Mobilier 
was not organized within the Pacific rail- 
road company for some years after that- 
not, I believe, until 1567. The truth is 
that the charter, which was stolen from 
Philadelphia and sold in New York, was 
passed through the Legis;uture of Penn- 
sylvania without corruption and with lit- 
tle opposition. It was drawn by a gentle- 
&m now living iu this State, frotn whom 
I have the facts as 1 state them, a gentle- 
man who has had great experience in such 
business. pl’o man knows better how to 
draw a charter, and no one has had more 
experience in legislative management. 
The whole thing was regarded as one of 
Duff Green’s most visionary schemes. 
The design was to mobilize cretiit. Like 
the French corporation, which was its 
prototype, jt proposed to undertake and 
to aid enterprises of almost every descrip- 
tion. Its credit was to be lent to railroads, 
canals, manufactories anti other large en- 
terprises of a speculative character. And 
this was to be done, not only in Pennsyl- 
vania, but throughout the United States 
and in Europe. dgents were to be em- 
ployed to scrutinize new projects, and 
such as promised profit to the managers 
of this great mobillaer of credit were to be 
endorsed and aided. A scheme projected 
upon so vast a scale needed a charter of 
the most liberal character, and the one 

under consideration was passed through 
our Legislature with comparatively little 
dificultg, because it was regarded as the 
harmless vagary of a visionary enthusiast. 
It is not to be wondered at that the attempt 
to carry out the projeots contemplated by 
the charter proved a complete failure. 
That the charter and the books of the com- 
pany were stolen, carried over to h-ew 
York and sold to the present managers of 
the Credit Mobil&r is a well ascertained 
fact. Nor is this any reason to doubt the 
story related to me by the man who framed 
the charter, in regard to the subsequent 
value of the stock of the original company, 
which he sold for an insignificant sum. 
There are gentlemen upon this floor ccn- 
versant with the passage of the charter 
referred to, and they will bear me out in 
the statements I have made. The Con- 
vention will pardon me for taking up a 
few momentsin thisexplanationof a mat- 
ter which has assumed a nationa: import 
ante in consequence of the great scandal 
that has sprung from the transactions of 
the Credit Mobilier company, which was 
eventually constructed under a stolen 
charter. 

In reference to thesubject, immediately 
under consideration, I have only a few 
words to say. I am disposed to agree 
with the gentleman from Philadelphia, 
(Mr. Biddle,) who has just taken his 
seat. It will be so difficult for this Con- 
vention to fix the compensation of all the 
salaried officers of this Commonwealth 
for half a century in advance, that it is 
sltfe to presume no such attempt will be 
made. If the Legislature is left to an 
exercise of discretion in any matter of 
this kind, 1 believe it may be safely 
trusted to fix the salary of its members. 
Members of the Legislature will always 
be careful not to do openly that which 
may endanger their personal popularity. 
They would naturally feel less hesita- 
tion about increasing the salaries of 
other offlceru than in adding unneces- 
sarily to their owm. The eyes of the pea- 
ple will always be directed immediately 
to this matter, and members of the Leg- 
islature will be conscious of the watch 
kept upon them. Iu my judgment, it 
would be best for us to leave the pay of 
members of the Legislature to be fixed 
by law, with the proviso chat no member 
shall receive the benefit of any increase 
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of salary, voted for by him, during his 
existing term of offlce. If that be done, 
and if it be further provided that no ex- 
tra perquisites of any kind shall be al- 
lowed, I think the action of the Conven- 
tion upon this subject would meet the 
approval of the people and the exigen- 
ciao of the future. 

Mr. ELLIS. Mr. Chairman: I know 
this is a very important subject. I have 
no doubt it is an important subject, but 
in the subject itself there is notlting that 
particularly incites me to a very earnest 
discussion of its provisions. Whether 
members of the Legislature are to have 
seven hundred dollars, one thousand dol- 
lars, or two thousand dollars, is a matter 
of no very great consequence. Rut I 
will say in the beginning, that I am in 
favor of leaving this question, as the gen- 
tleman from Philadelphia (Mr. Riddle) 
has suggested, entirely to the Legislature, 
with such restrictions as that members 
voting in favor of au increase in salary 
shall not vote that increase into their 
pockets. I have !isrened this morning, 
as I have listened upon seveml other 
mornings, with considerable interest lo 
the discussion touching the qualities of 
the members of the I,egislature of the 
State of Pennsylvania. There has been 
a great deal said that I think was not 
uttered in very good taste, to say the 
least of it. This Convention has been 
called together by a decree of the LeL’is- 
lat3re. The Legislature is composed of 
men taken from the body of the people 
of the State, and everything that has 
been said in regard to this article under 
discussiou has seemed to treat members 
of the Legislature as if they were a dif- 
ferent class of people from ourselves. I 
regard this asa very grave error indeed. 
If the Legislature is regarded as an evil, 
the less frequently it;3 sessions can recur 
willbefor thebetrer. It isasorrpperiodin 
our history, when those whom we select 
to make our laws must be regarded with 
suspicion. If we cannot elevate the 
standard of publio morals and senti- 
ment to such a decree that people will 
send good men to the Legislature, then 
representative government will prove a 
failure. This great evil of a corrupt Leg- 
islature lies far deeper than all the mere 
forms or expressions of law that you 
may put into the Constitution will be 

able to remedy. You must restore a 
healthier tone to the public sentiment. 

Ah, br,lt gentlemen say ballot&ox stuf- 
fers can dereat the will of honest people. 
I deny it. If the people will faithfully 
and honestly vote at primary elections, 
and at succeeding eleations, the best men 
of the State can organize a Legislature 
that will be above corruption. As to past 
Legislatures and the present Legislature, 
it is well known that there are many 
members in this Convention who have 
represented the State in that body. The 
distinguished President of this body was, 
I believe, at one time a member of the 
State Legislature. Running down from 
year to year, this Conventiou is dotted all 
over with gentlemen who have been mem- 
b&s of the Legislature, and I may say 
that I, myself, have occupied a seat in 
that body. Lest it may be thought that 
I speak of it in vanity, I may add that 1 
am not specially prolid of it. When this 
Convention was suggested, I supposed 
that to acquire a seat in this body would 
be a distinguished honor, but I have since 
experienced that, in this case as well as 
in many others, 6‘ distance lends enchant- 
ment to the view.” 

But, sir, I have listened to an expres- 
sion of sentiment on this floor which, I 
think, by no means does credit to ad- 
vanced humanity. 4 e should practice 
those virtues, for the absence of which 
we abuse the Legislature, and first and 
most important of all would be that of 
charity. We have almost, without ex- 
ception, denounced, in the strongest Ian- 
guage, our fellow-men, members of’the 
Legislature; and one gentleman, in the 
importance of his position, asserts that 
the members of the Legislature should 
be tied down by organic law, because 
they are the servants of the people, and 
we are to do this because we are the coun- 
sellers of the people. Why, we are mor8 
the servants of the people than are the 
members of the Legtslature. Our duties 
are circumscribed, defined and limited 
in the utmost degree. The very exist- 
ence of this body is brought about by the 
act of the people, and I maintain that 
there is no vital force in anything we do, 
until the people breathe life into it. Rot 
so with members of the Legislature: 
they have the power to pass a law which 
takes from you your liberty and your 
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life, if you violate that law. We have no 
such powers. Their powers are pre-emi- 
nent to ours. We are no better than they 
are, even if you come to the question of 
weighing in the balance our virtue with 
theirs. 

I say this much for the purpose, if pas- 
sible, by my weak protest, to stem this 
continued denunciation of another body 
of men sitting at the same time with us 
in this State. No good can come from it. 
None whatever. And when gentlemen 
get into the zeal and warmth of eloquence, 
and call on Almighty God to help us 
through with the work af tying down the 
hands of these rascals in the Legislature, 
I cnnnot, for the life of me, understand 
why these feelings must be exercised 
upon this floor, in order that we may do 
our duty. I am in earnest in this, be- 
cause it is a very important matter, if we 
expect our labors to be useful and proht- 
able, and to be adopted by the people, 
we should avoid exciting these warm feel- 
ings, and these antagonistic feelings in 
the State. Let us calmly and deliberately 
act upon our duties, macure well our 
work, and avoid these profitless charges 
against our fellow-men. What the Credit 
Mobilier has to do with this body I can- 
not understand. When it had its begin- 
ning, and when it shall have its ending, 
is something with which I caunot under- 
stand this body has anything to do.- 
These, sod kindred subjeots, I think it 
well to leave where they properly uelong, 
and out of-this discussion. 

Mr. HUNSICKER. Mr. Chairman: I oon- 
aider this the most important question 
which has ytt been presented to the con- 
sideration of this body, and I shall there- 
fore make no apology for trespassing upon 
the time of this Convention. Yesterday 
I offered an amendment whioh substan- 
tially restored the old Constitution in this 
respect, with the limitation that the Leg- 
islature should have no power to increase 
the compensation of its members during 
a representative term, as amended by the 
gentlemen from Columbia (Mr. Bucka- 
lew.) It is important, beoause it is the 
entermg-wedge to a decision whether this 
Convention shall be a legislatureor wheth- 
er we shall be a body to revise and amend 
the organio law. And I am only sorry 
that the chairmanof this committee isnot 
in the hall, for when he made his address 

on the presentatiou of his report he said 
that he had been careful to keep within 
the bounds of constructing such a general 
form of government as would protect the 
liberties and rights of the people against 
the encroachment of Executive and legis- 
lative power, and yet at the same time 
leave to the Legislature that which pro- 
perly belonged there. Yet here& thevery 
twelfth se&ion of his report, we have a pro- 
vision which 1s purely legislative, and 
which has always beeu legislative; and 
can this body of one hundred and thirty- 
three members, about one-iifth of whom 
are constantly absent, say, to-day, what 
will be the proper compensation for a Sen- 
ator or Representative in the General As- 
sembly in ten or fifteen years to come 9 

I therefore consider this a highly im- 
portant question, and I believe that the 
amendment which I offered yesterday 
would have been carried had it not been 
injudiciously slaughtered hy one of its 
friends, the gentleman from Chester, (Mr. 
Hemphlll,) aud by others, who argued 
that this was not the proper place for the 
consideration of this section, in which I 
partly agreed ; but,inasmuch as it is here, 
and inasmuch as there are amendments 
pending to tlx the salary at $700, at $1,200, 
and at $1,500, and as there will be various 
other sums named as the consideration 
goes on, I think that now and here the only 
wayinwhioh thisquestion can beproperly 
reached would either be by the motion of 
some geotleman who voted against the 
amendment yesterday to restore it by a 
motion to re-consider, or, as I know there 
is no middle ground left, that every gen- 
tleman who Celieves that this is a Con&t- 
tutional Convention and not a legislature, 
will be compelled to vote against each 
amendment as o&red, and then vote 
down the section. 

Has there been any reason urged here 
why we should fix the salary of the mem- 
bers of the Legislature? Has there ever, 
from one and of this Commonwealth to 
the other, been a single complaint that 
the Legislature ever abused this power of 
itself determining the compensation of its 
own members? “ Oh, but,” they say, “it 
makes them unpopular to vote lhemselves 
high salaries I” Not at all. The very gen- 
tleman upon my left, (Mr. Howard,) who 
says that members of Congress voted to 
increase their pay to $5,000 a year, knows 

. 
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that it did not create a ripple on the sur- 
face of politics. 

Another reason against this proposition 
is that it is an innovation. It is not every 
innovation that is for the better. This is 
an innovation, and in fact it is starting out 
in legislation. Let it be where it belongs. 
Let the Legislature fix its own pay, and 
if it is understood by the people that their 
representatives have unduly paid them- 
selves out of the public treasury, then it 
is in their power to retire such men from 
public life, and send to the General As- 
sembly in their places men who wi!l soon 
repeal such a law. There is no mischief 
to remedy, and therefore, under the pre- 
sent atritnde of this question, I shall vote 
azainst all the amendments and against 
the section. 

Mr. BEEBE. Mr. Chairman : I shall 
detain the Convention with but a few re- 
marks. I am too ill, and I suppose the 
Convention will be glad of it. But I 
wish to put myself right on the record 
in this matter and express my decided 
conviction that an incre:ise in the salary 
of the members of the General Assembly 
is a wise and proper thing for us to do. I 
have listened carefully to the suggestion 
of the gentlenran from Montgomery, (Mr. 
Hunsicker.) in regard to our acting in a 
legislative capacity. I respect the force 
of that suggestion, but still I would like 
to act upon this section for one single 
reason, which seems to be better than 
any other which has been suggested 
here, and which is this: Were the sala- 
ries of members of the Legislature in- 
creased it would have a legitimate, con- 
servative effect in calling to that body a 
better and purer class of representatives. 
Hitherto the Legislature has not in- 
creased the pay of its members. While 
the representatives have looked to their 
interests in other respects, their love of 
ambition, their anxiety for power and 
distinction, has led them to fear that the 
people might not approve an increase of 
their compensation and therefore their 
salary has always been small. 

Rut tbis increase of salary would give 
us better men. I wish to draw no invid- 
ious distinction, but there is a class of 
men? men like Abraham Lincoln, if you 
choose, and Stephen A. Douglass, entirely 
self-reliant, self-made and self-educated. 
If such men have the ambition, and it is an 

honorable one, to distinguish themselves 
in the legislative halls of this Common - 
wealth, are they to be proscribed, are 
their salaries to be so cut down that they 
cannnt maintain a respectable position as 
representatives at the State Capitol ? Are 
they to be pushed aside when they come 
in contact with that class of people who 
will serve for nothing and tind them- 
selves? Rather would I desire that a 
poor and respectable man should, by a 
reasonable salary, be able to maintain a 
respectable position at the Capitol of the 
State. Do we not know that men who 
have this ambition, men who have this 
desire to distinguish themselves, and 
who would make honest and capable 
legislators, wonld be unable on a small 
salary to maintain themselves and their 
families in a respectable position ; and is 
it n& equally apparent to every member 
here, that corruption is forced upon a 
Legislature that does not receive ade- 
quate compensation? If it be true that 
members of the General Assembly have 
taken bribes, and that corruption bas 
reached the Legislature of this Common- 
wealth, it is because the people do not 
give them sufficient compensation to en- 
able them to honestly maintain that posi- 
tion of respectability which is I equired of 
a n ember of the Legislature of Pennsyl- 
vania. Why, sir, I heard one gentleman 
say, using a familiar illustration from the 
Rible-and when I commence quoting 
Scripture I am very apt not to get it cor- 
rect, but the idea is, that e man who 
does not look after his own household is 
worse than an infidel. The necessities 
of the representative’s household may 
perhaps be urged as a justification of 
many things which have been done in 
the Legislature. 

Now, sir, these are briefly the reasons 
why I shall vote for an increase of salary 
for the members of the Legislature of 
tbts Commonwealth. I believe that when 
the people call upon gentlemen to assume 
positions of trust and responsibility that 
they should award them compensation, 
certainly in some degree proportionate to 
the duties of the office so assumed. .4nd 
I will cheerfully vote, 1tIr. Chairman, for 
the highest sum that has been named in 
this committee. I think that $2,000 is 
scarcely adequate. I would prefer to fix 
the salary of the members of the General 
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Assembly at $2,500 a year, believing that 
sum none too large. I am ashamed of 
this Commonwealth, with its wealth and 
with its resouroes, that this compensation 
basnot been increased before this. It has 
been well remarked, that we can better 
to-day afford to pay ten ~llars than we 
could afford to pay one dollar twenty 
years ago. I am asbamed of the great 
State of New York, referred to by the 
genrlemau from Chester, (Mr. Darling- 
tou,)-the Commonwealth first in nuur- 
bers in this Union, the Etllpire State of 
this continent, which L:oasrs of itswealth 
and of its civilization, its proud standing 
aud its morality, and yet which sends 
men to its Legislature without sufficient 
cou~pensation to properly support them- 
selves and their families-a compensation 
that would not pay their board at a rc- 
spectable hotel. Virtually this is saying 
tosuchrepresentatives, “steal Sour way.” 
Is it any wonder that they recognize and 
practice that principle? 

Mr. WXIGHT. Mr. Chairman: I wish 
to make but few remarks upon this ques- 
tion. In Ihe first place I desire that 
whatever sum shall be awarded to these 
men who make our laws shall be incor- 
poratcd in the Constitution. It will then 
be free from being tampered with. It will 
be known before a man runs for oftice 
what he is to have, and it cannot be 
changed by any corrupt practices. 

It has been truly said, that in the past, 
the Legislature never abused the power 
which was entrusted to them, of iixing 
their pay. We cannot answer, in these 
progressive days, for the furure. If we 
look arouud us upon our legislative halls, 
State and national, I thiuk we can come 
to the conclusion that men are not always 
to be trusted. I am, therefore, opposed 
to the idea which has been expressed 
here, that the sum should not be in the 
Constitution. I am in favor of placing it 
there. 

Then, what amount of compensation 
shall a member receive? Why, sir, if we 
call upon a lnan to serve us in the Legis- 
lature we should give him that amount 
of pay that will support h’mself and his 
family at borne. Some men of distin- 
gunsbed ability are foreclosed from going 
into polibical life from the fact that they 
are not able so to do. When a man does 
sacrifice his business prospects and leave 

his home he should be amply paid for it, 
and yet I am afraid that if this largest 
amount is fixed too high, it may be a glit- 
tering object that will attract the attention 
of the corrupt,, the scheming and lhe vi- 
ciqus. 

I believe in the report of the conlmit- 
tee. I take the middle ground. I think 
that seven hundred dollars is hardly suf- 
ficient, and that two thousaud dollars is 
rather too much. I have faith irl the re- 
port of the committee. I believe thei 
have thoroughly considered the subject. 
A committee who gives its attention to 
any question, and has thoroughly consid- 
ered It and reported- upon it, as a general 
thing should be followed. I shall stic:k 
to the committee, and shall give my vote 
consequently for the twelve hundred. 

The compensarion now is a thousand 
dollars. Who ever has heard of a man 
coming from Harrisburg complaining 
that he did not get enough? I have 
heard no such complaint in my part of 
the Commonwealth. They are alw-ays 
willing to go back the second and the 
third term. I am willing to add two 
hundred to that amolint, and I think the 
report of the committee should be sus- 
tained, and the sum be fited at twelve 
hundred. 

Jfr. PURYAN. Mr. Chairman : I think it 
isquite proper thatthereshould be a limi- 
tarion placed in the Constitution as to the 
salaries of members of the Legislature. 
But what should be the character of that 
limitation? Should wesay that the salary 
should be seven hundred dollars, one 
thousand dollars, or two thousand tlol- 
lars, or should we simply limit the power 
of the Legislature over the salaries of its 
members? 

If we tlx the salary at a specific sum, it 
carries with it the idea ofa temporary ar- 
rangement, and takes away from the 
Constitution one of the features that ought 
to apply to it, namely : A permanent mat- 
ter for Tears to come. 

It is utterly impossible for this Con- 
vention to guess what may be the condi- 
tion of affairs in Pennsylvania fifteen, 
twenty or thirty years from this time, or 
what may be the purchasiog power of 
the money with which the members of 
the Legislature will be paid. Wecannot 
now tell bow much it would cost to sus- 
tain the family of a member of the Legis- 
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lature, and sustain a member at the seat 
of government, whether .in the city of 
Harrisburg, or intbe city of Philadelphia, 
dfieen or twenty years from now; but we 
canplaceproperlimitations upon tbesala- 
r-v, so that justice will be done to all. 

I would suggest that we impose as a 
limitation, and the only one, that the ex- 
i*ting body should have no power to in- 
crease its compensation, but that it shall 
have a right to increase or diminish the 
rwnpensation of its successors. The direct 
responsibility of the Legislature to itscon- 
stituents is a su&ient protection, a auf& 
cient guard against any abuse of the ex- 
ercise of this power, add I suppose if we 
were to undertake to examine the apmo- 
priation bills for the last forty years, there 
would be few cases of the abuse of the 
power vested in the Legislature in this di- 
rection. 

Whether you have the sessions annu- 
ally or biennially, and whether you have 
annual or biennial elections, it can make 
no difference. The same laudable ambi- 
tion of a member of the House or the Sen- 
ate to succeed himself will still exist, and 
when he comes to fix the compensation of 
those who are t? follow him, whether ha 
is to succeed himself or not, be is made 
directly responsible to the people for his 
act. If the Legislature of 1873, for illus- 
tration, fix the salary of the members for 
lST4, at a rate which the people would re- 
gard as exorbitant and unjust, they would 
return members pledged to reduoe this 
salary. In other words, put the limita- 
tion, if you put any, upon the power of 
the body to vote an increase of compen- 
sation to the existing body, and trust them 
as to their successors. 

I know, Mr. Chairman, it has been said 
here that the Legislature cannot be trust- 
ed, and that its members have done a 
great many things to bring their charac- 
ters into reproach. A discussion of the 
character of the members of the Legisla- 
ture may be a little apart from the ques- 
tion direct y before the committee, but as 
this whole subject has been again and 
again referred to, it may not be inappro- 
priate for me to say a few words with re- 
gard to the matter. 

Having been a member of the Senate, 
during the sessions of 1870,1871 and 1873, 
I have had some litrle opportunity of as- 
certaining the practice of legislative bo- 

dies. I have had my thoughts tarned, 
somewhat, to the power of the Legisla- 
ture, and to the manner in which abuses 
have been carried on, if any have existed, 
and therefore, I shall take this opportu- 
nity of talking for a few moments upon 
this subject. 

Now one of the purposes of this Con- 
vention is to restrain the power of the 
Legislatnre. The Legislature is not to 
blame for the power it has, and for the 
power that it has been exercising. The 
people framed the Constitution which 
gave them the power, and the people who 
made the Legislature have called upon 
them, and invoked them to exercise the 
power that was vested in them, Some- 
times,doubtleas, they bavemade mistakes 
in the exercise of their powers, but I sub- 
mit, Mr. Chairman, with all due respect 
and deference to all that has been said, 
yet like mistakes have often occurred in 
the exercise of power by other tribunals, 
acting with even greater deliberation. 
This has occurred in Pennsylvania, and 
in other States in this Union. Have not 
questions that have been passed upon, 
been re-opened and re-argued, and the 
former decision reversed in other tribu- 
nals, as well as in the Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania? Of conrse, members of the Leg- 
islature are not infallible, and, of course, 
they make mistakes in their judgment, 
as to the proper exercise of the power 
vested in them. dnd I will add, that I 
have not the slightest doubt but that this 
has often occurred in matters where there 
was not a particle of impure motives. or 
any unrighteous or unjust means applied 
to any of the members of the Legislature. 
They have been again and again appealed 
to, and invoked by their constituents to 
exercise the power wbicb exists in this 
body, and in such exercise have made 
great mistakes. I have no doubt of it. 
That this Convention nannot make mis- 
takes in the constrnction of tbe organic 
law, I snppose will not be claimed. We 
have been elected by the same people 
that elects the Legislature. Rfany of us 
have been members of the Jhgislature. 
We come here with just the same judg- 
ments, rhe same merits, and are respon- 
sible to the same people, as the legislative 
body. w 

Now, hfr. Chairman, what I mean is 
this: That it is a mistake in this Conveo- 

-- 



CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 

tion, that it is a mistake in the press, and 
that It is a mi&ke upon the part of the 
people to speak of the Legislature, indis- 
criminately, as a dangerous body. The 
people and the pre:s have lowered the 
standard of the Legislature and of their 
own character by so doing, and the press 
has lost the power that it would other- 
wise have in the Commonwealth, for 
good, by charging the Legislsture as a 
body with corruption. They ought toin- 
d&ate the men who have gone astray. 
They ought to name them. They have 
the power and the right, and they ought 
to do it, and those men ought to be 
brought to condigu punishment. 

I repeat here what I have repeated 
upon the floor of the Legislature, that 
there is a class of men who kave been at 
various times in the Legislature, and who 
go Lhere from year to year to lobby, who 
ought to be tried for their crimes, co.,- 
victed and sentenced to the penitentiary, 
and who ought not at any time to have 
the privilege of the floor, or a seat in the 
house. But the infirmities of some of 
the members, or the infamy of the lobby 
does not make all men, who are or have 
been in the Legislature, rogues, nor jus- 
tify Jhe wholesale charge against the 
body as a body of bad men. I do not 
pretend co say here, nor elsewhere, that 
There have not been unworthy represeo- 
tacives at Harrisburg, as well as in other 
States of this Union, (for I am quite con- 
vinced there has been,) but I do undar- 
take to say, that there have been as good 
men in the Legislature of Pennsylvania, 
as ever graced any position in the Com- 
monwealth, and the history of the Com- 
monwealth will bear me out in what I 
have said. 

The distinguished President of this 
Convention is a living example of the 
ability and of the purity of the former 
Inembers of the Legislature. The dis- 
tinguished gentleman who sits upon my 
right (Mr. Buokalew) is another living 
example of the ability, of the integrity 
and the character of tue Legislature of 
Pennsylvania. I trust, Mr. Chairman, I 
will not be regarded as invidious by re- 
ferring to these gentlemen. There are 
other living examples, (yourself among 
the number,) equally worthy, who have 
ocoupied seats in the Legislatureof Penn- 
sylvania. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, if there were noth- 
ing else, poiioy and taste would be snf- 
ficient to admonish this Corlvention to 
be measured aud prudent in the expres- 
sion of opinion in regard to remarks upon 
the Legislature. And whatever cen- 
sure ought to be placed upon the Legis- 
lature, should be upon individuals and 
oiasses, and not on the body itself. The 
members of the Legislature come direct- 
ly from th6 people, return to the people, 
are mingling with the people, and would 
be powerful to influence the people against. 
the action of th\s Convention if it sbouid 
so determine to act. 

Much complaint has been made here 
about the manner in which acts of the 
Legislature have been passed, arld the 
character of those acts. We all know 
that hundreds of local bills have been 
passed; and at whose instance? Why, 
sir, committeesof eachHouse of theLeg- 
islature have sac in Harrlsburz, day in 
and day out, from seven o’clock in the 
evening until twelve at night, toexamine 
these local bills, hearing parties in regard 
to tbem, and passing upon them as their 
best judgment would admit. These lo- 
cal bills are always passed at the instance 
of the people, and never on the mere mo- 
tion of the Legislature itself. Are the 
Legislature to be anathematized for doing 
what the people has asked them to do? 
One of the objects of this Convention is 
to take away the power to pass these local 
hills. Let aa take away that power if it 
is an improper power. If the people have 
invoked the exercise of it to their own 
injury, take it away. But do not abuse 
the Legislature for using the power placed 
in their hands by the people, and exer- 
cised at the instance of the people. Why, 
sir, thecourts occasionally make mistakes 
in the exercise of their power, and some- 
times make erroneous decisions, deci- 
sions unavoidably harsh, or decisions that 
may seem, perhaps, to require legislative 
correction, and resort is sometimes had to 
the Legislature to correct the judgments 
pronounced by the court. That doesnot 
necessarily affect the character of the 
members of the court, or the other deci- 
sions of the court. Its action or decision 
may have been correct under the law as 
it then stood. It only shows that the ne- 
cessities of the times detnand a change in 
the law, and that such changes as the 
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times or the people demand does not 
necessarily reflect discredit on the Legis- 
lature or the court. 

The same may be said of special legis- 
lation. The members of the Legislature 
do but the bidding of their constituents. 
In these days of railroad and easy travel, 
Harrisburg is tiooded on Monday evcn- 
ings with the constituents of members, 
from county afrer county, demanding this 
special or that local law; and if the mem- 
bers did not advocate and pass these 
measures, not a man of them would ever 
return to Harrisburg as a representative 
of the people. They must obey the will 
of their constituents. Their cotrstitoents 
are the people; and it is the people that 
have brought this evil of special legisla- 
tion into existence, through their repre- 
sentatives. When, therefore, we de- 
nounce the Legislature, we merely de- 
nounce the people-the same people who 
sent us here, and who created this Con- 
vention. 

I shall not consume the time of the Con- 
vention any further on this subject. I 
repeat, however, so that the mind of the 
committee may be re-called to the point 
really before the Convention, that, in my 
judgment, it is proper that the Conven- 
tion should put limitation upon the pow- 
er of the Legislature over the salary of its 
members, but should not undertake to fix 
the sum-limit their power so as to take 
away from them the power to increase 
their own compensation, so that the ex- 
isting body can never increase their own 
compensation. 

Mr. ANDREW REED. Mr. Chairman : I 
am in favor of the report of the commit- 
tee ; but I am in favor also of having it 
amended, so that the Legislature may 
change its salary, if it does not thereby 
affect the salary of any members of the 
rhen existing Legislature. That amounts 
to pretty much the same thing as the 
amendment of the gentleman from Mont- 
gomery (Mr. Hunsicker.) I was in favor 
of the main idea of this amendment, but 
was compelled to vote against it, because 
he moved to strike out a clause that I 
wanted retained. That is this: 4‘ Andno 
other allomance or perqmsile whatever, 
either for expenses or services, whether 
as member of any committee, or other 
duty as member of said General Sssem- 
bly.” 

For myself I do not care whether a spe- 
cific sutn is stated or not, or whether we 
shall merely say that members of the 
Legislature mayreceive asumto be fixed 
by law; but I desire to have it so fixed 
that it cannot be increased by any other 
allowance or perquisite, as in the report 
of the committee. With that idea in- 
gmfted into it, I am in favor of it. We 
may fix a stated sum, as now, and give 
the Legislature the power to amend, but 
in such a way as not to alIe& the salaries 
of members then voting so to amend. 
That, I think, would be fair, and at the 
proper time I would move to amend ic 
that way. 

Mr. MANTOR. Mr. Chairman : 3 do not 
propose, in the few remarks I may make 
at this time, to debate the question of the 
Credit Mobilier, where it had its ori- 
gin, or under what name it may have 
commenced its frauds, for, suffice ic to 
say, it now stands before the tribunal of 
public justice, and will receive that con- 
demnation it so justly merits. What I 
propose to do is, to ask some questions 
and give some reasons for sustaining the 
views I have, on this question of compen- 
sation for future legislators. 

I presume these questions can bc an- 
swered by at least forty gentlemen on 
this lloor, for there are no% less than that 
number of gentlemen in this Convention 
who have had the honor to sit in one or 
the other branch of the Legislature of this 
Commonwealth. 

In lookingover the record of the actioos 
of our Legislature for years gone by, I 
think there will be little ibund in it indi- 
cating trespass, in the respect of salary, 
upon the people’s rights. A few years ago 
the Legislature received only three doL 
lam per day, for a se&on of one hundred 
days, and for any further days of session 
the sum of one dollar and’ a half per day. 
We have gentlemen here with us on this 
floor who, for seven years, occupied seats 
in the Legislature of this Commonwealth, 
who received the stnall con.pensation of 
three dollars per day. They found that 
that amount wzs not sufficient to pay 
their expenses, and they therefwe raised 
it to the bulk sutn of five hundred dollars 
per year. This again was found insufh- 
cient, aud the sum ofseven hundred dol- 
lars was fixed upon. Anir, as the war 
came -on, prices advanced, and it was 
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found necessary to increase the compen- 
sation to one thousand dollars a year, 
where it now stands. 

I appeal to any gentleman on this floor 
to tell me wherein will be the advantage 
if we here take from the Legislature the 
right and privilege which they should 
have, of fixing their own compensation? 
This matter has thus far been trusted 
to the Legisisture, and they gave not, to 
my knowledge, violated the honor and 
trust thus reposed in them. 

Therefore I shall vote, when the ques- 
tion comes before this body, first, to sup- 
port the report of the committee, and 
when this shall have been done, I shall 
fall back upon my rights, and tbink it 
would be muoh better for this Conven- 
tion to leave the question just where we 
found it, in section eighteen, of the old 
Confiticucion. 

I am aware, sir, that special legislation 
will receive, at the hands of this body, a 
death blow ; and when this has been done, 
the Legislature of this Commonwealth 
will not be called upon to sit for over two 
months, perhaps, at one session. If we 
put the sum at $l,zOO, it will be $600 for 
every month’s service. This will give 
gentlemen aliberalcompensationfor their 
services. 

I am aware, too, that whi!e many thrusts 
have been made at the Legislature of this 
Commonwealth, yet, sir, in my belief, 
that body has never betrayed the trust 
reposed in them by the Constitution un- 
der article eighteen, nor do I believe they 
will. The gentleman from Philadelphia 
(*Mr. Fell) has offered an amendment to 
the amendment, to the effect that $700 
ought to be the sum paid. That sum I 
think altogether to:> small. In all my 
business. intercourse with mea I have 
always found the better servioe done by 
him who is, comparalively speaking, best 
paid. I think thissum entirely too stnall, 
and I think that must be the experience 
of the gemleman himself, (,\lr. Fell,) for 
I know he is a business man. 

I have nothing more to say on this ques- 
tion, only that I believe it is best to de- 
cide now on this matter ; sod that in de- 
ciding I hope we will consider what is 
best calculated ro secure purity and in- 
tegrity, and that we will vote to give as 
liberal compensation as possible to the 

33 

men who do the work of legislation for us 
in this Commonwealth. 

Mr. Srar~so~. Mr. Chairman: I do 
not propose to play the role of the man in 
the New York Legislature who, when a 
bill was before that body proposing to 
restrict the limits of the wharfingera, 
got up and said he knew all about that 
class of men; that they were a gre*t se6 
of scoundrels ; ‘I and,” said he, id I know 
this to be so, because I was one, myself, 
for twenty years.” 

I have had the honor of being in the 
Legislature of this Comlnonwealth, and 
aat there at the first session that fixed the 
annual compensatlnn of members, and 
voted in that body for that bill, although 
I was threatened on all sides that it 
would prove my political destruction if 
I dared to vote for it. 

Up to and including the session of 1854 
the pay of the members was, by law, 
$3 00 per day for one hundred days, and 
$1 50 per day for any time beyond that. 
If gou will examine the legislative ap- 
propriation bills, you will invariably 
find that, although the law allomred $3 00 
per day for only the one hundred days, 
hey got $3 00 per day, right along, for 

every day they sat, no matter how long 
it might be. If they sat just the buodred 
days, or less, they got their $3 00 per 
day. If they sat for more than the hun- 
dred days, they got $3 00 per day for the 
time of&r as well as before the expiration 
of the legal limit for that figure. On the 
principle that the Legislature was not 
hound by an act passed by its predeces- 
sor, regulating such matters, they got 
their $3 00 a day every time. 

The session of 1855 commenced on the 
second day of January, and terminated 
on the eighth day of May, having been 
a seagion of four months and seven days. 
When I had footed up all the bills, and 
paid ail my expenses, and supported my 
farnil? at home on the salary of $500 00 
and the perquisites, such as milesge, 
candle allowance, &u., I had just been 
able to make both ends meet. But, 
unlike some gentlemen, I had no outside 
expenses bo meek Mp experience is that 
$500 00, in 1553, was, in purchasing IX- 
pacitp, about equal to $1,000 00 now. I 
have been keeping house all this time; I 
know pretty nearly about how much i 

. 
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costs to live, and I know it is now just 
about double what it was then. 

If we pass the restrictions on the pow- 
ers of the Legislature which have been 
suggested, and which I suppose will be 
done-restricting them in certain direc- 
tions, and preventing a large amount of 
special legislation-there will be no ne- 
cessity for the Legislature to be in ses- 
sion for four months and seven days, as 
in 1855. Therefore the salary proposed 
by this report-$1,200 00-will be a fair 
and honest compensation, and that I am 
willing to vote for. I am not willing to 
vote for the amendment of the gemleman 
from Philadelphia, (Mr. Fell,) to make 
it only $700 00, because it will compel 
the position to be sought only by those 
who can live without it; and my experi- 
ence is that there are men, nod only in 
the city of Philadelphia, but all through 
the districts of this State-in the mines, 
on the farms, in the workshops, counting 
bouses and places of business-who 
would honor the Legislature by a seat in 
it-men who have brains enough to 
kuow what they are doing as members 
of a legislative body; and if you fix a 
salary such as that offered by the gentle- 
man from Philadelphia, you keep these 
men from going there, or, going there, 
you place them in a position where they 
will be subject to great temptation, to 
realize enough from their place to meet 
their actual expenses, and, for one, I am 
unwilling to expose any one to tempta- 
tion to do wrong. 

I would not, on the other hand, fix the 
salary of members of the Legislature so 
high as to make it an inducement for men 
to become candidates for that body be- 
cause of the salary attached to it. I 
would rather adopt a happy medium, 
and, I think, in making the amount 
twelve hundred dollars a session we will 
have reached that end. I trust that the 
members of this committee will not adopt 
either of the proposed amendments, but 
accept the section as it is reported by the 
committee. There are other very impor- 
tant reasons why I am unwilling to vote 
for either of these amendments. If the 
amount of compensation to be paid to 
members ofi the Legislature is placed in 
the organic law of the State, every mao 
who becomes a candidate for the Legisla- 
ture knows precisely the amount he is to 

receive. It cannot be diminished by the 
Legislature, and therefore, when he en- 
ters the arenaand takes his seat, he knows 
precisely the compensation he is to receive 
when he goes there. Thereis also another 
reason. I am very well aware that what- 
ever the Legislature does is supposed to be 
the willof thepeople,becauseits members 
are elected to serve as the representatives 
of the people ; but if we place this provi- 
sion in the organic law the people them- 
selves, if they adopt the Constitution, will 
have voted directly upon the proposition, 
instead of leaving it in the bands of their 
representatives to determine the amount. 
I trust, for these reasons, the two amend- 
ments will be voted down, and the sec- 
tion as reported by the committee will be 
adopted. 

Mr. COCXTRAN. Mr. Chairman: I de- 
sire to do what I suppose may be some- 
what disorderly in this body, and that is 
to speak to the amendment which is now 
immediately pending. I am in favor of 
the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Philadelphia, (Mr. Fell,) to fix the 
compensation of members of the Legisla- 
ture at seven hundred dollars. I do not 
think that we are ever likely to return to 
those times of primitive simplicity of 
which I have somewhere read as existing 
before the revolution, when, it is said, an 
order was made in one of lhe provincial 
assemblies prohibiting the country mem- 
bers from eating their bread and cheese 
on the steps of the State house. Nor do I 
suppose that that section which was in- 
troduced into the Constitution of Pennsyl- 
vania in 1776 would meet with a great deal 
of favor in this body, from what I have 
heard in the discussion of this morning. 
It was set out there, as a principle of free 
government, that it was improper and in- 
advisable to offer such salaries to public 
oiEcers as would draw their attention 
from the industrial interests of the State 
to its political work and operations. I 
entirely concur in the correctness of this 
whoiesome sentiment as a principle when 
applied to the circumstances of the times 
in which we live. It has been said that 
the sum of seven hundred dollars is not 
a competent salary for a man to maintain 
himself and his family. If it is to be a 
mere question of dollars and cents, so 
much legislation for so many pennies a 
line, the argument is a good one; but if 
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youintroduceintotheconsiderationofthis 
question another feature, which I think 
is properly admissible, and introduce 
the element of honor as connected with 
the position of representing the people of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, an 
additional factor enters into the calcula- 
tion which should not be entirely forgot- 
ten when we are discussing this matter 
of compensation. We are not here asking 
our legislators to legislate by the year, 
and to give their entire time for a whole 
year for the purpose of attending to the 
legislation of this Commonwealth. We do 
not ask them to surrender their own busi- 
ness and occupations entirely during the 
time they are public servants. Nor do we 
ask them to serve the State with the un- 
derstanding that we will maintain their 
homes and families during their lives by 
paying them a large compensation for 
their services. That is not at all the idea. 
The Legislature requires the performance 
of a public service; in aidof which we call 
citizens in the same manner as we call 
them to perform many other public ser- 
vices which, in themselves, include no 
honor, and we propose to pay them re% 
sonable compeusation-a compensation 
which will enable them to discharge their 
duties without positive loss, and which 
will not make the compensation an object 
for covetous or designing persons,who are 
not just, exactly the class of men, or the 
best calculated to represent the people in 
their legislative assembly. I recollect the 
time when gentlemen served in the Leg- 
islature of Pennsylvania for three dollars 
a day ; but was that a sufficient compen- 
sstion to those gentlemen at any time of 
their lives ? I have he;trd honorable gen- 
tlemen referred to, who are members of 
this body, as having served the people 
for that sum with great skill and ability. 
I well recollect when the city of Phila- 
delphia was represented by such men as 
Fralep, Shackman and Jacob Grate in 
the Senate, and in the House, by George 
Sharswood, Edward E. Law, William 
W. Hal:-, Charles B. Trego, and other 
men of this class, who are either now 
living or have passed away. Such men 
as these served the State for the sum of 
three dollars a day. Was that a suffi- 
cient compensation for their time ? Not 
at all ; but they considered, I apprehend, 
that there was something of honor which 

attached to the position. They were wil- 
ling to serve in the General Assembly Of 
this State, because they felt, honored in 
being the representativesof their constit- 
uents, and were able to render some 
public service to the people whom they 
represented. It is in this point of view 
that I favor the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from the city of Philadelphia 
(Mr. Fell.) I believe that all this idea 
of getting better men by increasing the 
f&dries of the members of any repre- 
sentative body is entirelyfallacious. We 
have increased salaries from year to year, 
and without intending to disparage the 
members of the present Legislature, I 
apprehend that they are no better in 
quality than their predecessors, and I do 
not believe, by retdrning to moderate 
compensation connected, with the idea of 
honor attached to this public service, that 
we shall fail to receive the services of 
good men. Aye, better men than many 
who sit in the legislative hall to-day. 
Believing this to be the fact, I shall vote 
for the amendment of the gentleman 
from Philadelphia. 

Mr. CUYLER. Mr. Chairman : At the 
close of a debate so protracted, in which 
eTery gentleman has expressed his views, 
I cannot hope that anything I can say 
will influence the judgment of any of my 
brethren in the Convention; yet I find 
myself wholly unable tovote for either of 
the amendmentswhich have beenoifered, 
or for the report of the committee. I am 
in favor of an amendment which I pro- 
pose to offer hereafter, if these amend- 
ments are voted down, which shall cause 
this section to read somewhat as follows : 
“ Each member of the General Assembly 
shall receive a reasonable compensation 
for his expenses and his services in the 
discharge of his office.” 

I am not willing to undertake to define, 
by an organic law, what the proper corn- 
pensation of a member of the Legislature 
is. I cannot look so far into the future 
as to be able to discern what the length 
of a session may be, what the expenses of 
living may be, or what the condition of 
money may be, that would enable me i o- 
telligently to vote to define in the Consti- 
tution what the proper compensation is. 
But I have a reason, which controls my 
judgment, which is back of all that. I am 
unwilling to descend to anything so piti- 

. 
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fal,asitaeems to me, 8s to detlue that com- 
pensatioa in an organic law. If we can- 
not place in our Legislature men whom 
we can trust with so small a duty as to 
determine what their proper compensa- 
tlon shall be, I shoald despair of having 
a Legislature which would command the 
confidence of our citizens. What, Mr. 
Chairman ! Place all the vast and varied 
interests of this Commonwealth, present 
and prospective, in the hands of the Leg- 
islature, and be unwilling to trust its 
members with so small a matter as the 
determining what cbe reasonable compen- 
sation for their services is? I could un- 
derstand the objection if I had ever heard 
any complatnt upon this subject, or if any 
gentleman upon this floor had ventured 
to say that any citizen of the Common- 
wealth bad ever publicly complained of 
unreasonable action of the Legislature in 
the amount ofcompensation they had pre- 
scribed for themselves ; btit I hear, from 
the lips of honorable gentlemen upon this 
floor, the confession of the fact that noth- 
ing o: the kind has ever occurred. Why 
then shall we provide a restriction for a 
fancied or imaqinarv wrong? Why should 
we attempt to provide against an evil 
which has never existed, and which no 
reason or discernment can see is likely to 
arise in the future i’ It is for reasons such 
as these, that I find myself unable to vote 
for any provision in the Constitution 
which shall attempt to deflue, for all fu- 
tare time, what the proper compensation 
for the members of the Legislature is. If 
we caRnot trust, in the hauds of the Leg- 
islature, so small a power as this is, how 
can we trust it wilh the enor.?1oas iuter- 
ests that are to rest there in other bebalfs. 

Mr. J. PRICEWETEERILL Mr. Cbair- 
man : The chairman of the Committee on 
the Legislature, in leaving yesterdq-, 
asked me, as a member of tbecommittee, 
to be kind enough to take charge of the 
report, and therefore I rise merely to say 
a word or two at the close of the debate 
on this section. I think, from what we 
have beard to-day, that every member of 
this ainvention mast certainly be satis- 
fled rbat if all that has been said of the 
corraptiou of the Legisl,lrure is true, that 
it would be no more rhau proper for us to 
tix exactly the salary which its members 
shall receive. I differ from the gentle- 
man who baa just taken big seat. I ad- 

mit the powers of the Legislature ; I ad- 
mit the dignity of theposltion they hold, 
bat I must say that this Convention 
oagbt most certainly to ascertain how 
much salary every member of the Legis- 
lature receives. In this connection I de- 
sire to call the attention of the members 
of the Convention to the Journals relating 
ta the cost of the Legislature, which have 
been laid upou our desks. On page six- 
ty-eight, they will find tbe appropriation 
for the pay of thsmembersof the Senate. 
It reads as follows : “ For the pay of mem- 
bers of thesenate, inclading mileage, sla- 
tionery and extra pay, $50,274. Now let. 
us analyze these @ares. There are 33 
mwmbers of the Senate, the salary of 
each, as fixed by law, $1,000 per session, 
making in all $33,000. Now the mileage 
and stationery of this Convention amounts 
to $10,953, so that if the members of the 
Senate were allowed the same mileage, 
and the same for stationery, as the mem- 
bers of this Convention, there would be 
only $3,000 to add to rhe $33,000, which 
would make $36,000 against the erpendi- 
ture under that item oi’ @X),274. How 
was tbis excess of $17,000 appropriated 4 
Again, to continue the same argument, 
and to iook still further into the figures, 
I ask gentlemen to refer to our Journal, 
on page seventy, and they will find tbar. 
the cost of rbe items of p”y of members 
of the House of Eepresent;rtives, includ- 
ing mileage aud siationery, is $152,464. 
In analyzlog this account in rho fame 
manner we tind rbat rbero are 100 mem- 
bers of the House, costing the State$lOO,- 
000 per session, and if the mileage and 
the stationery are based upon the sanle 
calculatiou as the mileage and stationery 
of this Convention, rbcre will be $6,000 to 
add to this $100,000. We have, tnerefore, 
the pay which every memberof the Leg- 
islature is entitled to receive-$1,000 per 
ferns and a fair mileage, a f&amount for 
stationery-which would mske $106,000. 
What did they receive ? $152,000 I Now 
I ask the members of this Convention, 
what became of that d rty tboasaud and 
odd dollars 9 Where did it go ? I charge 
no one with corruption. I do not charge 
the Legislature with corruption. We 
have bad enough of rbat on the floor, J 
think, to-da’ al:d yesterday, but when 
we have Ehe figures beforo us we have a 
right to investigate hem. We have a 
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right to see 1 they are correct, and if they 
are not to examine into the cause of this 
excess. And here, in the two instances 
of the yearly expenditure of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, we have a 
clear sum in the neighborhood of $60,006, 
whioh I do not suppose a single person 
upon this floor can account for. I con- 
tend, as a member of this body, that this 
jsjl a good reason why we should fix their 
pay. That is a good reason why we should 
look carefully into the subject ; that it is 
good reason why every member of this 
Convention on this floor should desire to 
save theStaze of Pennsylvsnia the amount 
of sixty thousaod dollars in these two 
items. For these remsons I hope that the 
sectiou,as reported by thecommittee, will 
be sustsined by the Convention. 

Mr. HAZZARD. Mr. Chairman: I wae 
very glad to hear the arithmetic of the 
other members of the committee; but it 
seems to me that we have all overlooked 
one fact, which may not only involve the 
loss of $60,000, se the gentlemao from 
Philadelphia (Mr. J. Price Wetherill) 
has.estlrnated, but of many another (So,- 
000. It is proposed that we give these 
members $1,200 a year, and that in extra 
eessions we will give them $10 a day. 
Let us, just for a moment, see where such 
a scale of compensation might lead u& 
I will admit that it is a mere possibility, 
not at all probable, but it is possible that 
under this scale of compensation the Leg- 
islature could very largely increase their 
pay. It is now proposed to give a mem- 
ber of the General Assembly $1,206 a year. 
If he is elected in October he takes his 
seat in January; his term of office com- 
mences, as we have fixed it, in Deaem- 
ber. He goes to Harrisburg and receives 
his $1,200 at once; for there is no provi- 
sion that he cannot check it out when his 
term of office begins in the first winter. 
Now, after the members have all drawn 
their full amount of pay, suppose they 
have a very short session and go home 
without finishing their duties. They 
bnve drawn their salaries, held a nom- 
inal session and adjourned. Suppose, 
what has been said here by some, that 
the exigencies of the caee may de- 
mand more legislation, or there be an- 
ocher session required to pass general 
laws. What then t Why, the Gov- 
ernor, in contort with the members of 

the Legislature, may call au extra ses- 
sion, and the Legislature may go on and 
sit two hundred days at $10 a day, which 
will make $2,000 more to add to the $1,200. 
Then the Governor can assemble the Leg- 
islature the next summer, and they may 
sit another one hundred daya,or two hun- 
dred days, if you choose, which will add 
another $2,000 to their compensation, and 
bring their pay to between $5,060 and 
$6,000 per term. This, I admit, is not a 
probable case, but it is possible, if the 
Governor should call them together, and 
they would sit two hundred days at $10 
a day. 

If we adopt this section of the Coustitu- 
tion, as proposed by the Committee on 
Legislature, we make it possible that the 
Governor may call the Legislature to- 
gether to sit three hundred extra days or 
four hundred extra days, and cost the 
Commonwealth $4,000, in addition to the 
$1,260, making, as I said before, a possi- 
ble cost of between $5,600 and $6,000 per 
member per term. This is possible, and 
even more. They may appropriate these 
other sums in some mysterious way, and 
we may lose these g17,000, which have 
been described by the gentleman from 
Philadelphia, (Mr. J. Price Wetherill,) 
in addition to the $10 a day extra pay. 
This is simply a sum in arithmetic, un- 
der the plain provisions of the section, 
and I have been waitiug for an opportu- 
nity to say that the pay of the members 
at extra sessions should be muoh less 
than $10 per day. They should not be 
so paid that the salary would be an in- 
duaement and motive for an extra ses 
sion. Their compennmtion should not be 
over $2 or $6 per day when in extra ses- 
sion, not more than sufficient to pay their 
board-bill 

Mr. H. W. SBXITH. Mr. Chairman: I 
do not desire to detain the committee 
longer, but I do earestly desire to say a 
few words upon this question of legisla- 
tive compensation. I do not wish to re- 
new the subject of corruption at Harris- 
burg. Much has been saidabout the cor- 
ruption and dishonesty of the Legislature. 
That subject I do not intend to renew. 

Mr. Chairman, I am not able to speak 
loud, and am not well, so that if it is de- 
sire of the committee to rise I have no 
objections. 
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Mr. D. W. PATTERSON. Mr. Chairman: IN CONVENTION. 
I move that the committee rise, report 
progress, and ask leave to sit again, in The chairman of the committee of the 

order that the gentleman from Berks whole reported that the committee had 

may have the floor in the morning. further considered the report of the Com- 

Mr. DARLINOTON. Mr. Chairman: I mittee on Legislature, and requested 

would prefer to leave that to the gentle- leave to sit again. 

man from Berks, If he desires the com- To-morrow was named as the next day 
mittee to rise ,I am satisfied, but if he pre- for the sitting of the committee. 
fers to go on I wish to hear him. Mr. TEMPLE. I move that the Cbnven- 

Mr. H. W. SDUTH. Mr. Chairman : I tion do now adjourn. 
would prefer that the committee rise, and The motion was agreed to. 
make that motion myself. 

The motion was agreed to, and the com- 
And, at one o’clock and fifty-five min- 

mittee rose. The President resumed his 
utes P. M., the Conventon adjourned. 

seat. 
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THIRTY-SECOND DAY. 

SATURDAY, Fe?wuary 1, 1873. 

The Convention met at eleven A. M. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 

approved. 
FEalALE SUFFRAGE. 

Mr. EWING presented a memorial from 
citizens of Pittsburg praying for an amend- 
ment to the Constitution, permitting wo- 
men to vote at elections, which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Suffrage, Elee 
tion and Representation. 

Mr. S. A. PURVXANCE presented a simi- 
lar memorial from citizens of Pittsburg, 
which was referred to the same commit- 
tee. 

Xr. CARTER presented a similar me- 
morial from citizens of Lancaster county, 
which was referred to the same commit- 
tee. 

CRIME AND PRISONS. 

Mr. FELL. Mr. President : I move that 
the portion of the report of the Board of 
Public Charities relating to crime and 
prisons, which was laid before the Con- 
veption a few days ago, be referred to the 
Committee on. State Institutbns. 

The document was so referred. 

RESIGNATION. 

Mr. MACVRAGH. Mr. President : Is it 
in order to present ,the resignation of a 
member ? 

The PRESIDENT. Not at this time. 

LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 
Mr. BAER asked leave of absence for a 

few days from to-day for Mr. Curry, which 
was granted. 

Mr. CORBETT asked leave of absence for 
a few days from to-day for Mr. J. 8. Black, 
which was granted. 

Mr. MACVEAGH asked leave of absence 
for himself for a few days from Monday 
next, which was granted. 

Mr. HOWARD asked leave of absence for 
a few days from to-day for Mr. Beebe, on 
account of sickness, which was granted. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr. AINEY offered the following resolu- 

tion, which was read : 

Resolved, That when this Convention 
adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on 
Monday next, at seveNo’clock P. M. ; and 
that hereafter the Saturday session shall be 
from ten o’clock A. M. until twelve noon, 
and on Monday from seven o’clock P. M. 
until ten o’clock P. hi. 

The question being, shall the Conven- 
tion proceed to the second reading and 
consideration of the resolution, it was not 
agreed to. 

LIMITATION OF OFFICES. 

Mr. NEWLIN offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Commissions, Offices, Oath 
of Office and Incompatibility of Office : 

Resolved, That no member of the Legis- 
lature of any municipal council shall, 
during the term for which he shall have 
been elected, be appointed to or exercise 
any public office or employment what- 
ever. 

SUFFRAGE AND ELECTIONS. 

Mr. M'ALLISTEX, from the Commit~tee 
on Suffrage, Election and Representation, 
reported the following article, viz : 

ARTICLE -. 

SECTION 1. Every male citizen of the 
United States, of the age of twenty-one 
years, having resided in the State one 
year, and in the election district where he 
offers to vote two months immediately 
preceding the election, shall enjoy the 
rights of an elector. But an elector of the 
State, who having removed therefroln and 
returned thereto, and who shall have re- 
sided in the election district as aforesaid, 
shall be entitled to vote after having re- 
sided in the State six months : Provided, 
h‘o naturalized citizen shall enjoy the 
rights of an elector until one month shall 
have elapsed from the time he becomes a 
citizen. 

SECTION 2. Allelectionsofcitizensshall 
be by ballot. The ballots voted may be 
open or secret, as the elector shall prefer, 
and they shall be numbered by the elec 
tion officers when received. Each elector 
shall write his name upon his ballot, or 



.Wi DEBATES OF THE 

cause it to be written thereon, and attest- 
ed for him by another elector of the dis- 
trict, who shall not be an election offiaer. 

SUCTION 3. Electors shall in all oases, 
except treason, felony and breach or 
surety of the peace, be privileged from 
arrest during their attendance on elect 
tions, and in going to and returning there- 
from. 

SECTION 4. Whenever any of the quali- 
fied electors of this Commonwealth shall 
be in any actual military service under a 
requisition from the President of the 
United States, or by the authority of this 
Commonwealth, such electors may exer- 
cise the right of sutfrage in all elections 
by the citizens, under such regulations as 
are or shall be prescribed by law, as fully 
as if they were present at their usual 
place of election. 

SECTION 5. The Legislature shall enact 
a uniform law for the registration of elec- 
tors, but no elector shall be deprived of 
the right to vote by reason of not being 
registered. 

SECTION 6. Any person who shall give 
or promise, or offer to give to an elector 
any money or other valuable considera- 
tion for hisvote at an election, or for with- 
holding the same, or who shall give such 
consideration to any other person or party 
for such elector’s vote, or for the with- 
holding thereof; and any elector who 
shall receive, or agree to receive, for him- 
self, or for another, any money or other 
valuable consideration for his vote at an 
election, or for withholding the same, 
shall thereby forfeit the right to vote at 
such election. And any elector whose 
right to vote shall be challenged for such 
cause before the election officers, shall be 
required to swear or affirm that the mat- 
ter of the challenge is untrue before his 
vote shall be received. 

SECTION 7. Every person convicted of 
any fraudulent violation of the election 
laws shall be deprived of the right of suf- 
frage; but such right, in any particular 
case, may be restored by an act of the 
Legislature, two-thirds of each House con- 
senting t.hereto. 

S;ECTION 8. In cases of contested elec- 
tlonsno person shall be permitted to with- 
hold his testimony upon the ground that 
it may criminate himself or subject him 
to public infamy; but such testimony 
shall not afterwards be used against him 
in any judicial proceeding. 

SECTION 9. No election or appointment 
to fill an oflicial vacancy shall extend be- 
yond the unexpired term. 

SECTION 10. The Legislature shall pro- 
vide by law, that in all elections for di- 
rectors and managers of incorporated 
companies, every stockholder shall have 
t.he right to vote, in person or by proxy, 
for the number of shares of stock owned 
by him, for as many persons as there are 
directors or managers to be elected, or to 
cumulate said shares, and give one candi- 
date as many votes as the number of di- 
rectors multiplied by the number of shares 
of his stock shall equal, or to distribute 
them, on the same principle, among as 
many candidates as he shall think fit; 
and such directors and managers shall not 
be elected in any other manner. 

SECTION 11. Wards of cities or boroughs, 
and townships, shall form or be divided 
into election districts, of compact and con- 
tiguous territory, in such manner as the 
courtof common pleasof the city or county 
in which the same are located may direct : 
Z+ovicZed, All districts in cities of over one 
hundred thousand inhabitants shall be 
divided by the court of common pleas of 
said city whenever the preceding election 
shows the polling of more than two hun- 
dred voters ; and in other election dis- 
tricts, whenever the court of the proper 
county shall be satisfied that the conve- 
nience of the electorsand the public inter- 
ests will be promoted thereby. 

The PRESIDENT. This report has now 
been read a first time. It will be laid on 
the table. 

Mr. M’ALLISTER. f move that it be 
laid on the table and printed. 

The PRESIDENT. A motion is not nec- 
essary. That will be done. 

MINORITYREPORT. 

Mr. J. W. F. WHITE, also from the 
Committee on Suffrage, Electionand Rep- 
resentation, made a minority report, 
which was read as follows, viz : 

I do not concur in the report of the ma- 
jority of the Committee onSuffrage, Elec- 
tion and Representation, in the following 
particulars, viz : 

1. I believe the section defining the 
qualificationsof an elector, and some of 
the other sections, might be more briefly 
and clearly expressed. 

2. I object to requiring each voter to 
write his *name on his ballot, because it 
will destroy the secrecy of the ballot, will 
be vexatious to electors, and will occasion 
much delay and trouble at elections. 

3. A general act on the subject of re- 
storing the right of suffrage in forfeited 
cases will be more satisfactory than a 
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special act in each case, and save a vnst 
amount of very objectionable special leg- 
islation. 

4. Election districts should be formed 
by general law, uniform throughout the 
State, with no special provisions for any 
locality ; besides the maximum of voters 
reported for city districts is too small. 

5. The provision in reference to number- 
ing the ballots is too indefinite. 

6. The method of electing managers for 
oorporations properly belongs to the ‘Com- 
mittee on Corporations, and not to this 
committee. 

7. The proposition to compel witnesses 
in contested election cases to oriminate 
themselves, without protection from pros- 
ecution, which must inevitably follow, is 
adangerous innovationonAmericanjuris- 
prudence, will have no terrors to bad men, 
and presents to good men but one alterna- 
tiv&perjury or the State prison. 

I therefore submit the following as a 
substitute for the article reported by the 
majority, and to present the article as a 
whole, the first two sections, already 
adopted by the Convention, are inserted. 

J. W. F. WHITE. 
I concur with the view expressed in the 

fifth paragraph of this report, relative to 
its numbering of ballots, but am in favor 
of electors endorsing their names in or 
on their ballots. 

I also prefer the wording of the section 
relating to the qualifications of electors to 
that presented in the majority report. I 
think it more perspicuous, and believe it 
would be more readily understood by 
election officers. 

, JOHN M’MURRAY. 

ARTICLE -. 

ELE‘ZTIONRANDBUFFRAGE. 

SECTION. 1. The general election shall 
be held on the Tuesday next following 
the first Monday of November, but the 
Legislature may, by general law, fixa dif- 
ferent day, two-thirds of each House con- 
senting thereto. 

SECTION 2. All elections for city, ward, 
borough and township officers, for regu- 
lar terms of service, shall be held on the 
third Tuesday of February. 

SECTION 3. Every person possessing 
the following qualifications shall be an 
elector, and be entitled to vote at all elec- 
tions, viz : 

1. A male person twenty-one .years of 
age. 

2. He shall have been a citizen of the 
United States one month. 

3. He shall have resided in the State one 
year, or if he had previously been an elec- 
tor of the State, removed therefrom and 
returned, six months immediately pre- 
ceding the election. 

4. He shall have resided in the election 
district where he offers to vote two 
months immediately preceeding the elec- 
tion. 

SECTION 4. No soldier, seaman or mar- 
iner in the army or navy of the United 
States shall be deemed a resident in this 
State, for the purpose of voting, in conse- 
quence of being stationed therein; nor 
shall any person gain a residence while 
confined in any public prison, or kept in 
any alms-house or other institution at the 
public expense. 

SECTION 5. Whenever any of the quali- 
fied electors of the State shall be in any 
actual ‘military service, under a requisi- 
tion from the President of the United 
States, or by the authority of this State, 
such electors may exercise the right of 
suffrage in all elections by the people, 
under such regulations as are or shall be 
prescribed by law, as fully as if they were 
present at their usual places of voting. 

SECTION 6. Electors shall, in all cases, 
except treason, felony and breach or 
surety of the peace, be privileged from 
arrest during their attendance at elec- 
tions, and in going to and returning there- 
from. 

SECTIONS. No person who shall have 
given or offered to give, received or agreed 
to receive, directly or indirectly, any 
money or other valuable thing, for the 
purpose of corruptly influencing the vote 
of an elector, or shall have made any bet 
or wager, or shall be interested in any bet 
or wager on the election or defeat of any 
candidate, or the result of any election, 
shall vote at such election : Provided how- 
ever, If any elector be challenged for such 
cause, his vote may be received on his 
taking an oath or afflrmation that the mat- 
ter of ‘such challenge is not true. 

SECTION 8. All persons who shall here- 
after be convicted, in any court of this 
State, of treason, bribery or perjury, or 
shall be convicted of fraudulently voting, 
or fraudulently interfering with the bal- 
lots or returns of any election, or of mak- 
ing any false and fraudulent count or re- 
turn of the votes at any election, shall be 
deprived of the right of suffrage : Provided 
however, That the right may be restored 
after five years from conviction, in such 
manner as may be prescribed by law. 
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SECTION 9. All elections by the people 
shall be by ballot; the election officers 
shall enter and number the names of the 
electors on a list, in the order of their 
voting, and number each elector’s ballot 
with his number on the list ; elections by 
persons in a representative capacity shall 
be viva vote. 

SECTION 10. The Legislature shall, by 
general law, provide a mode for ascer- 
taining and registering the voters in each 
election district ; but no elector shall be 
deprived of his right to vote hy reason of 
his name being ommitted from the regis- 
try list. 

SECTION 11, The Legislature shall pro- 
vide, by general law, for estahlishing eleo- 
tion districts of convenient size, and fix- 
ing the place of election in each ; but no 
election district shall be created or divi- 
dcd, or the place of election be changed, 
except by the court of common pleas of 
the proper city or county, in such man- 
ner as may be prescribed by law. 

The PRESIDENT. This will be laid on 
the table. 

Mr. KAINE. I move that it be printed 
with the majority report. 

The PRESIDENT. A minority of a com- 
mittee has no right to report an article. 
This matter can therePore not be printed 
as such; but it will be printed in the 
Journal, as a matter of course. If any 
other course is desired a motion can be 
made. [A pause. j If no motion is made 
this minority report will be laid on the 
table. 

Mr. JOSEPH BAILP. It is proper to 
pdnt a nrinority report, though not as an 
article. There I think yqur decision is 
correct. But I think the repod itself 
ought to be printed. 

The PRESIDENT. Unless a motiou is 
made it will be laid upon the table. It 
will be printed in the Journal with the 
prooeedings of to-day. 

MINORITY REPORT, 

Mr. CARTER, alS0 from the Committee on 
SuKrage, Election and Representation, 
made a minority report, which was read 
as follows, viz : 

The undersigned, a minority of the 
Committee on Suffrage, Election and Rep- 
resentation, are unable to concur in so 
much of the report of said committee as 
favors the forfeiture for life of the right to 
vote of an elector who may be convicted 
of fraud, or of any violation of the elec- 
tion laws, unless pardoned by a two- 
third vote of both branches of the Legis- 

lature. We also cannot concur in re- 
quiring each voter to write, or cause to be 
writt,en, his name on the ticket, &c. It 
has been a paramount object with the 
entire committee to guard the purity of 
the ballot-box by every possible or prac- 
ticable means, but we think that object 
can be obtained by other means than the 
above. We think that disfranchisement 
after conviction of violation of election 
laws should be absolute for a period of 
tive or more years, and would not have 
the Legislature entrusted with the par- 
doning power, thus introducing a new 
feature of special legislation, when all 
rather propose to curtail it. we disap 
prove of the endorsement of every ticket 
as reported, because it virtually, and in 
an indirect manner, does away with the 
secret ballot, while stating, at the same 
time, that the ballot may be either secret 
or open, which many would regard as 
adding insult to injury. We would only 
further add that it would, in our opinion, 
be found very inconvenient, and that the 
other means proposed will, to a great ex- 
tent, effect the object in view. 

II. CARTER, 
LEVI ROOKE. 

The PRESIDENT. It will be laid upon 
the table and printed in the Journal of 
this day. 

The first business now in order is the 
consideration, in committee of the whole, 
of the article reported by the Committee 
on Legislature. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. WHE’SRY. I move that the Con- 
vention do now adjourn. 

The question being hpon the motion, it 
was rejected. 

THE LEQISLATURE. 

The Convention then, as in committee 
of the whole, iMr. Chas. ,4. Black in the 
chair, proceeded to the further considera- 
tion of the article reported by the Com- 
mittee on Legislature. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee of the 
whole has had referred to it the report of 
the Committee on Legislature. When 
the committee last rose it had under dis- 
cussion the twelfth section. A motion 
had been made to strike out “$1,200 ” and 
insert in lieu thereof “ $2,000.” The gen- 
tleman from Philadelphia (Mr. Fell) 
moved to amend that amendment, by 
striking out “$2,000” and inserting in 
lieu thereof “ $700.” 

Mr. H. W. SMITH. Mr. Chairman : The 
subject really before the committee, the 
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section underconsideration, together with reference to the pamphlet laws of that 
the amendments that hgve been offered, year, there was an act passed to reduce 
is nothing more than the compensation of the expenses of government. Among 
the members of the Legislature. other things, while the pay of the mem- 

A wide range has been taken in this de- bers had been $3 per day, it was enacted 
bate, which I intend to avoid. 1 do not and provided for, that where a session 
rise for the purpose of making a speech. lasted longer tbau one hundred days they 
I have only a few words to say-giving to should, for every day over that, receive 
the committee some information that I $1 50. That had a tendency to despatch 
have thus far not heard communicated. of business. At that time the Legislature 

Gentlemen have stated that they have met on the day fixed by the CYnstitution, 
been members of the Legislature at this and went through with their business 
time, and at that; they have had the honor without adjournment until it was all con- 
to serve in the Legislature. I will say that eluded. They did not do as the “honor- 
I, too, twenty-eight or thirty years ago, ables” do now, meet and sit a portion of 
served twe terms in the Legislature of the week, adjourn every Friday afternoon 
Pennsylvania. I shall not say that I and meet a&win on Monday evening, and 
had the 9onor” to serve there, because remaining not much more than half their 
at that time we had no “h&~orables” time at Harrisburg. That was a pecnli- 
there. We were plain men. 1,was known arity of the law and the times, and it SO 
as “Harry Smith,” and our Senator, Fag- remained for, I think, eight or ten years. 
ley, was %am Fagley,” or “Old Sam Fag- There was no adjournment then until 
ley.” Others were known by similar the business was clone. It is true, that at 
plain titles. I have a recollection that we times the sessions lasted over one hundred 
had only one Esquire among us, and he days, but the pay was, accordingly, cut 
weighed two hundred and sixty pounds, down to $1 50. I served two sessions at 
so that he was a man of weight, as well as that time ; one of them lasted but eigbty- 
intelligence. Now, however, they are all five days, and the other ran a few days, 
“Iwnorablea .’ ” At that time that compli- eight or ten, over the hundred, for which 

1 mont was only paid to members of Con- we got $1 50 per day. They thonght some 
gress and judges of courts. All others of them were too liberal with their ex- 
were plain men ; and I fear that the cor- penses-paid out $1 SO-so that they felt 
ruption we have heard of, and the rascal- like hurrying through with their business. 
ity that has taken place in our Legislature, It will be further found,by reference to the 
has all arisen since these compliments law of 1343, that if a member was absent 
have been so freely paid to men who are when the roll was called, or at the call of 
mere plain servants of the people. They the ayes and noes, if within the period of 
are now considered to occupy a position one hundred days, his 93 were deducted 
elevated above the people, so they are from his amount. If the Journals of that 
duly titled ~~honorahles.” In the Legisla- time be oxamined it will be found that 
ture of my time we had nobribery, no car- membors answered fully to the call of 
ruption. It is only since these houorables names. I have the satifaction to say that 
have been spread around that these vacan- my name stands recorded every time 
ties iu honesty and integrity are found. when celled while I was serving in the 

For my part I am not aware that there Legislature, excepting for one week, when 
has been any bribery or dishonesty in the wntined to bed on account of sickness, 
Legislature ; at least I was not aware of it and was, therefore, excused from attend- 
until I heard it in this Hall. IL is time ante. 
that sort of thing was stopped. Matters stood thus until 1956, when the 

With regard to the compensation of pay of members was raised to 3700 a 
members of the Legrslature, I will say a session. Then the idea of small pay, after 
few words. I will give my recollection tbo one hundred days, was dropped, and 
of a few facts relating to that matter ; and finally, some six or eight ye&s ago, the 
I think it will appear evident that there pay was fixed at $1,000 a session. 
ought to be a permanet compensation Look at the conseyuences of this 
fixed, and that it ought not to be left to gl,OOOa session. Complaint has been made 
the members themselves. here that, in 1871, the legislative ex- 

There was a time, I believe, when the penses were extraordinary. Compare 
pay of members was $4 a day and mileage. the acts of our members now with those 
Sometime prior to 1843 the pay was Axed of 1343, aud what do you find? Why, 
at $3 a day. In l&13, as will be seen by a you will find that thenmembers attended 
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to their duties. You find that, after this 
great increase, in 1871, although the se.s- 
Con, I think, lasted one hundred and 
forty days, a joint resolution was passed, 
allowing for the forty days the propor- 
tional sum on that time which had been 
allowed on the one hundred days, allow- 
ing that one hundred days would entitle 
them to $1,000 00. The Legislature met, 
in 1871, on the third of January, I be- 
lieve, so that up to the twelfth of April, 
inclusive, amounted to one hundred days. 
Tinder that good old wholesome system, 
that plain men followed, they would have 
had $3 00 per day. But in contrast with 
that, and far exoeedingitin extravagance, 
and, I was going to say, in public plun- 
der, what does the 1871 Legislature do? 
Why, make a provision that, for every 
day over the one hundred, a full, propor- 
tionate amount shall be l.‘aid-$10 00 a 
tidy. The result was that each member 
got about $400 00, besides his $1,000 00. 
That will partially account for the waste 
-for the upwards of fifty or sixty thou- 
sand dollars which the gentleman from 
Philadelphia (Mr. John Price Wetherill) 
said was unaccounted for and inexplica- 
Me. 

1 think that the compenxation should 
be fixed in the Constitution. I do not say 
that three dollars a day wonld be ample 
compensation, but the Universal principle 
is, however reasonable the compensation 
of a man may be, he always wants a little 
iUoro. If a member of the Legislature is 
paid by the day it will matter but little 
whether he is paid three dollars or ten 
dollars a day, as far as the eemomy in the 
length of the sessions may be. hn illns 
tration of this principle isfound in an an- 
ca&otc related of John Jacob Astor, of New 
York. It iswell known that he lived toan 
:rdvanced age. TJponone occ?asion, after he 
11nd retired from bnsiness, he happened 
to hear of some property that conld be 
bought very cheap. Notwithstanding his 
advanced age, when a person wOnJd sup- 
pose all love of gain had vanished, he pur- 
ch:Lqed the property and realized a hand- 
some profit from it. Thus it always will 
1~. The love of gain will always influence 
men in public positions. It matters very 
little whether you pay members of the 
Legislature high or reasorlablc compensa- 
tion, they will always want a little more. 
(;lance for a moment at the regulations 
respecting the salaries of membersof Con- 
gress, and even the judges of this State. 
The C!onstitutlon, as it now stantis, pro- 
vides that our judgesshall receivean ade- 

quate compensation, to be fixed hy law, 
which shall not be dimiuished during 
their continuance in office. The salaries 
of the jUdgeswere fixed Under this clause 
in the Constitution some years ago; but 
the Legislature, during the last eight or 
ten years, has nntlsed and increased these 
salaries. Now, the framers of the Consti- 
tution of 1790, and as amended in 1838, 
although they did not provide that these 
salaries should not be increased, in so 
many words, I am satisfied that they 
never intended that they should be un- 
fixed every year. Botwithstanding this 
evident design of the framers of the Con- 
stitution look at the acts passed in 1871 
and lS72. You will find that the salaries 
of the judges are double the amount that 
was intended by the framers of the Con- 
stitution. It has continued to run on in 
this way. I am infavorof oUr judgesand 
all other officers of the government receiv- 
ing an adequate compensation, but I do 
think that something ought to be done to 
make it permanent, and for this reason I 
am in favor of the amendment which was 
suggested while we were at Harrisbnrg, 
by which the salaries of judges were to be 
neither increased or diminished during 
their continuance in office. We have a ’ 
state of things before Us that shows oon- 
clnsively something ought to he done in 
regard to this question. 

There is a provision in the Constitution 
now that the Governor’s salary shall 
neither be increased nor diminished dur- 
ing his continuance in office, and it has 
been only a few days since we heard, 
before the present Governor was inangn- 
rated, and before he took his seat in the 
Esecntive chair, that the Legislature 
doubled his salary, and increased it from 
$3,000 00 to $10,000 00. I feel, however, 
that I am occupying too much time of the 
(‘onventioii, but, perhaps, on some other 
occnsitrn, I will endeavor to give my 
views ill regard to these questions more 
fully. 

Mr. WM. H. SMITEI. Mr. President : 1 
know the (:onventionisimpatient,and that 
it is time this question was settled. Bet I 
shall detain the Convention only avery few 
minutes. For, although so unnsed to pub- 
lic speaking that, like Selkirk on his de- 
sert island, I start at the sound of my own 
voice, I am impelled to say a few words on 
thissubject. Mr. Chairman, I shall vote for 
the sum named in the report of the com- 
mittec ; bot rather than that we should fail 
to fir the compensation for members of 
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the Legislature, I would vote for the two 
thousand dollar amendment. 

Ifthe Legislatureofour Commonwealth 
had been guided by the practice of half a 
century previous to 1861, when, a8 I am 

told, these exoes8es began at Harrisburg, 
there never would have been charged 
upon a candidate for public office, as was 
done last fall, that, as a member of a com- 
mittee of the Legislature, he took, in ad- 
dition to his pay, large sums for serving 
on committees. Now when I read this 
charge in the papers, although the gentle- 
man was neither friend, brother nor fel- 
low-partisan of mine, I. .felt that it must 
be untrue. I looked for a denial that 
would acquit the candidate ‘of, what I 
thought, was a most scandalous and dam- 
aging imputation; but I have not seen it 
till this hour, and the candidate ha8 not 
sued for libel either. Now, Mr. Chair- 
man, I submit the question to the mem- 
bers of this Convention, whether they do 
not know, or whether they have not been 
informed, and believe that it has been cus- 
tomary at Harrisburg to give members of 
committees, or chairmen of committees, 
extra pay for service on committees? I 
pause for a reply. 

-4 colleague of mine, in a gushing trib- 
ute to the Legislature, said that the Leg- 
islatures, for the last twenty years, were as 
pure as the Legislature8 were for the twen- 
tyycarspreceding. Truly, hisfaitliisgreat 
-as great as that of the centurion of the 
Scriptures. But I venture to ask if any 
man believe8 that committees of the Leg- 
islature were allowed extra pay for com- 
mittee service previous to 18531 If it be, 
even time does not justify it. 

It has been argued here, Mr. Chairman, 
that if each Legislature fixed the pay of its 
successor and not of itself, they could not 
gorge themselves, and would not plunder 
the people without the immediate pro- 
ceeds or to give others the benefits. There 
is force in this, and theaot organizing this 
body gives it proof. The Legislature 
limited our pay to one simple, straight 
thousand dollars; no allowance to com- 
mittee men for extra labors, no matter 
how hard they may have to work; no 
matter if it takes us six months to do our 
work, we are only to have one thousand 
dollars. Now that is all right, entirely 
right; I do not wmplain of it, nor do I 
complain that our stationery and postage 
is estimated at but fifty dollars, and that 
our mileage is brought down to dots. It. 
is all right. But was it not wrong, emi- 
nently wrong, in the light of these enact- 

ments, for the Legislature to pay itself So 
extravagantly? 

Mr. Chairman, I have no doubt that 
many of the parties who have done most 
reprehensible thingsat Harrisburg, in the 
last twenty years, will be elected to the 
Legislature under the Constitution we are 
preparing, if it shall be adopted. Now, 
Mr. Chairman, I would not wish to 
confide to those gentlemen the nixing 
of pay or extra pay for members of 
the Legislature. Perhaps, I should s.y, 
I would not tempt them with that power, 
for they all, I hope, have resolved tooease 
to do evil and to learn to do well, and 
hope to deserve confidence. But I would 
fix the pay of the member8 here. I would 
put it out of the power of the grasping 
and the weak, to pay even their succe9- 
sors the indefinite rates that have been 
paid at Harrisburg for the last ten or 
twelve years. Therefore, as I said at first, 
I shall vote for the report of the commit. 
tee. 

The question recurring on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Fell, striking out “ two thou- 
sand dollars,” and inserting ‘6 seven hun- 
dred dollars,” it was not agreed to. 

Mr. HARRY WIIITE. Mr. Chairman : I 
move to amend, by striking out the se+ 
tion, and inserting the following : 

‘I The members of the Legi8iature shall 
receive such salary and mileage for regu- 
lar and special sessions as shall be fixed 
by law, and no other compensation or 
perquisite whatever, whether for services 
as a member of any committee or other- 
wise. But no member of either House 
shall, during the term for which he may 
have been elected, receive any increase of 
salary, compensation or mileage under 
any law passed during said period.” 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. Chairman : I 
have just an observation or two to make, 
by way of explanation of this amend- 
ment. Member8 of the committee who 
have not heard the amendment just read 
will understand that it is a proposition to 
strike out the entire section, and supplant 
it with a proposition which requires the 
compensation of members of the Legisla- 
ture to be such as shall be fixed by law. 
This compensation is to include all ser- 
vices, and no compenuation or perquisites 
otherwise for services on committees 
shall beallowed, except the compensation 
thus fixed. But no member of the Legis- 
lature shall receive any increase of com- 
pensation in pursuance of any law passed 
during the period for which he shall bave 
been elected. 
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It seems to me that this is a proper and 
just way to dispose of this much vexed 
question. It was to be expected from the 
out-set that some discussion would natu- 
rally result over the proposition, fixing 
the compensation of members of the Leg- 
islature. I do not, in my amendment, 
state what that compensation should be. 
Neither do I think this Conveutiofl should 
fix the amount to be paid to members of 
the Legislature. 

Ofcourse, itisuubecomingthedignityof 
a delegate to this Convention to attempt 
to make any cheap capital before the peo- 
ple, by an appearance of economy in re- 
lation to the matter of compensating the 
members of the Legislature. Certainly 
some compensation must be given to 
them. Gratuitous services, honorary ser- 
vices for the high function of making the 
laws of the State, cannot be now expected. 
Some gentleman in his place here, yester- 
day, mad% the observation that the time 
was when the compensation allowed the 
members of the Legislature was merely 
nominal. In answer to that, let me say 
that the same gentleman can also recollect 
the history of the time when members of 
the honorable profession of the law made 
no formal charge for their services, such 
services being compensated by that qui- 
darn holzorarium which was customary 
among gentlemen. Those times have 
passed and gone. The great bread and 
butter question forbids the presumption 
that we can have any legislation or any 
other service performed without ronder- 
ing proper compensation therefor. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, how should this 
questiou be met? I grant that it should 
not be left open to the action of the mem- 
bers of the Legislature when the gener- 
al appropriation bill is under considera- 
tion. Some gentleman has made the rc- 
mark here that there is no law upon the 
statute book fixing the compensation of 
members of the Legislature. This, sir, is 
an error; the law to-day is as fixed as any 
other on the statute book of the Common- 
wealth, which provides that the compen- 
sation of membersof the Legislature shall 
be 81,000 per ann&n and the mileage fif- 
teen cents per mile actually traveled ; and 
furthermore, that a certain amount ofsta- 
tionery, to the amount of $25 for each 
member, is allowed and has been al- 
lowcil since the year X342, when it was 
fixed. 

I make this observation that so far as 
the Legislature is concerned, no great, 
startling abuses have been committed in 

the matter of compensation. For years the 
compensation of members of’ the Legisla- 
ture was $500 per annum. That was suc- 
ceeded by an increase to $700, and only 
in 1864, when the actual necessities of 
trade, and when the increase in the price 
of commodities required it, the salary 
was increased, by a special appropriation, 
to $1,000, and since then has been fixed at 
that rate upon thestatute book, except an 
increase upon an extraordinary occasion. 
Thus for nine years, with the exception of 
the session of 1871, the compensation of 
the members of the Legislature has been 
at the fixed amount of $1,000, and the sta- 
tionery allowed by the act of 1842. Then, 
I think, it is wise and proper for us to say 
that we can allow the Legislature to fix, 
by law, that which should be a fair and 
proper compensation. 

It is said that there may be abuse in 
this direction, that it is unsafe to trust in- 
dividuals to legislate upon these matters 
which affect themselves directly. That is 
a ,sound argument, and that criticism is 
wise, but by the amendment under con- 
sideration, that abuse is hereafter made 
impossible. The provision is that when 
the Legislature fix their own compensa- 
tion by law, no change can be made or 
benefits derived therefrom by members 
who vote therefor. Furthermore, it has 
been said that this matter of extra com- 
pensation to gentlemen who have served 
on committees has grown into an abuse. 
This is, indeed, not a broad question. SO 

large amount of money has been taken 
from the treasury for this item, bat I be- 
lieve myself it is a wrong, and many 
members of the Legislature, someof them 
members of this body, uever gave their 
asPent to it by voting for any extra com- 
pensations. By this amended pro-c;ision 
you make it impossible hereafter for any 
member of the Legislature to receive any 
compensation whatever for his services 
upon committees while the Legislature is 
in session and while it is not in session, 
but his compensation peremptorily and 
positively is defined by a simple stat&c. 

sow gentlemen who vote for the propo- 
sition to fix inexorably and uncbangeablp 
the amount of compensation in the Con- 
stitution, do so on the assumption that the 
Legislature is not to be trusted. I am not 
here to defend the representatives of the 
people. The people t,hemselves have their 
representatives in charge, and they arc 
the proper parties to criticize them. But 
I do take pleasure in saying that them are 
as honorable gentlemen in the Legisla- 
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ture of Pennsylvania to-day, and have 
been in the past, as are to be found in the 
limits of the Commonwealth. They are 
answerable to their constituents for their 
acts, and to them I would remit the ques- 
tion of the responsibility of members of 
the Legislature. I do not pretend to say 
that all things that are done, that all legis- 
lation that is had is right and proper. I 
do not pretend to say that there are not 
members of the Legislature who hnvo 
acted from sordid, base and corrupt mo- 
tives. Such men acted, however, as indi- 
viduals. They are responsible to their 
God, their consciences and their constitu- 
ents. Delegates, how often have you seen 
the representative who has thus betrayed 
the responsibility entrusted to him, strick- 
on down by his people, and consigned to 
retirement and oblivion7 

Mr. Chairman, we must trust something 
to the Legislature. There are passed the 
laws which regulate our dearest rights. 
The family relation, the means of trans. 
mitting our property, everything which 
is sacred in society must be trusted to the 
enactment of laws which are to be passed 
agreeably to the policy of our government 
by a Legislature elected by the people and 
responsible to the people. Itisfolly to say,or 
to hope,that anyprovisionwhichwe place 
in our Constitution will change human na- 
turein Pennsylvania. If menare not honest 
without constitutional enactments, they 
will not be honest with thetn. What we 
want to do is to remove from the jurisdic- 
tion of the Legislature certain powers, or 
certain classes of legislation, which the 
experience of the past has told us is exer- 
cised injuriously to the public. On the 
matter of special legislation we all agree 
that this has been exercised unwisely, but 
not necessarily corruptly. The most per- 
nicious form of legislation, of a special 
character, from which the Commonwealth 
has suffered, has been pass@ at the in- 
stance of some favored constituents, in 
many instances, and not from mere mo- 
tives of corruption, 

We must trust something to the Legis- 
lature. We must not go upon the assutnp 
tion that the members of the present Leg- 
islature, or members of future Legisla- 
tures, will be thieves, and rogues, and 
corruptionists. You are seeking by this 
Constitution which you are to pass, to re 
pose in this Legislature the largest juris- 
diction, the preparation and enactment of 
general laws. You assume that the peo- 
ple will send representatives to the next 
Legislature with breadth and comprehen- 

sion enough to enact general laws for the 
government of the whole Commonwealth, 
and not merely for its sub-divisions. I 
submit, then, in view of this policy, in 
view of this demand of the people, that 
we ought to assume future Legislatures 
will have the wisdom and the integrity to 
pass laws which will fix justly the com- 
pensation of their successors in office. 

I have felt it to be my duty to submit 
these suggestions, in this desultory man- 
ner, in support of this amendment, and I 
may furthermore remark that I speak cor- 
rectly, when I say that it is the unanimous 
opinion of the Committee on Legislation 
that !he provision, as read, should be 
placed in the Constitution. While I de- 
fer to the Committee on Legislature, and 
I have thegreatest respect for every mem- 
ber of that committee, still, like other 
members of this Convention who have 
spoken upon this subject, I certainly 
differ with them upon the propriety of 
fixing, by constitutional enactment, uu- 
changeably and inexorably, the compen- 
sation of members of the Legislature. I 
would fix it by law, and when fixed by 
law, let it there remain, unchangeably, so 
far as the persons who vote for the law 
are concerned. 

Mr. TEMPLE. Mr. Chairtnan: I desire 
to have the amendment again read, that 
its exact language may be more clearly 
understood. 

The amendment WAS read. 
Mr. TESIPLE. Mr. Chairman: I have 

but one remark to make on this amend- 
ment, and I think it likely that the 
mover of it, if he were asked, would modi- 
fy it, so that it would not be open to that 
branch of discussion. My objection to it 
is that, if it be adopted, it would not accom- 
plish the purposes for which it is intend- 
ed. My judgment is that the word 
“ shall,” which has been stricken out of 
the amendment, I suppose, by the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, (Mr. Harry White,) 
should be retained, and for this reason: 
That, under this amendment, the present 
Legislature might, if they saw proper, 
grant an increased salary; and if, as is 
probable, one-half or two-thirds of the 
same Legislature should be elected to the 
succeeding Legislature, they thus would 
reap the benefit of their own legislation. 

It is .easily perceived that, if this 
amendment should be adopted, as it is 
written, that that result will certainly fol- 
low. It is a view of the subject which 
has been considered by gentlemen who 
are here giving close attention to this 
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question of legislative compensation. It 
seems to be the opinion of very many 
members on this floor, with whom I have 
conversed, that if this amendment is 
adopted, the Legislature which is in ses- 
sion now may grant an increase of salary, 
and thus allow those of its members who 
are successful candidates for re-election 
to reap the benefit of legislation secured 
and passed by themselves. 

either in the shape of increased salaries 
or in the shape of appropriations to meet 
contingent expenses. Therefore I endorse 
that part of the amendmeut offered by 
the gentleman from Indiana that pro- 
hibits extra pay to committees, and if he 
will so modify the proposition as to meet 
the matter of which I have spoken, I 
believe I will be willing to vote for it. 

But, independent of that objection, I 
can see no reason why this Convention 
should not establish the pay of our legis- 
lators. From the tone of the discussion 
which has taken place here, it is evident 
that it is the determination ot many of 
our members to fix the pay of very nearly 
all the officers of the Commonwealth. I 
can see no reasou why this should be 
made an exception. I do not deem it 
necessary to charge the legislators with 
bribery, or with ill-advised legislation. I 
do not think such reflection at all neces- 
sary to the discussion of the subject. But 
one thing is sure, that where the mem- 
bers of the Legislature are allowed, every 
year, to change the salaries of any officer 
of the Commonwealth, from the Governor 
down to the humblest servant of the 
State, that continued action upon this 
subject goes very far toward taking away 
that measure of the public contldence 
which is so essential in the proper balance 
of our body politic, and which they other- 
wise would fully aud satisfactorily en- 
joy. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. Chairman: 
In answer to the criticistn of the gentle- 
man from Philadelphia (Mr. Temple) I 
must ask his pardon for not correctly un- 
derstanding it. If he will rise in his 
placeand categorically answer as to the 
particular portion that he desires modi- 
fied, I may be able to act intelligently 
upon it. 

Mr. TEXPLF.. Mr. Chairman : 1 object 
to that portion of the amendment which 
says that no member shall receive extra 
pay for services for the time for which he 
may have been elected. Now, if this be 
adopted, in thB language, the present 
Legislature, for instance, could grant an 
increase of salary, to take eflect only at 
the commencement of the next legislative 
term, or, in other words, to iucreaso the 
pay of the members of the next Legisla- 
ture. One-half of the present Leg* 
ture will probably be re-elected, and 
then will receive the increased compen- 
sation for which they themseives have 
voted. 

There is one thing in this amendment 
with which I cordially agree. It is the 
provision that no committee, or no com- 
mitteeman at least, shall be paid an extra 
salary or compensation for committee 
service rendered while in the Legislature. 
I saw, in the official reports of the expen- 
ses of the Commonwealth, within the 
present week, where one member of the 
Senate, who was upon three or four com- 
mittees, received, at one session, $2,000 00 
additional salary. Almost every member 
of the Senate, and many in the House, 
receive, every year, from $500 00 to 
$1,000 00 extra salary, obtained under the 
plea of committee service. As far, there- 
fore, as this pending amendment proposes 
to check this practice, I agree that it is 
wise and proper. I, however, believe 
that, not only ought the Legislature to be 
prevented from so changing the law as to 
increase their salaries, but that there 
ought to be in the Constitution of this 
State an article preventing the Legisla- 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. They would 1 
Mr. TEMPLE. Mr. Chairman : Certainly 

they would, and precisely under the op- 
eration of this amendment. It only ap- 
plies to the present, or any future present 
General Assembly, and the whole Assem- 
bly might be re-elected, in which case 
there would be no virtue at all in the 
amendmeut. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. Chairman : I 
am sorry to intrude again upon the Con- 
vention, but if the Convention will listen 
to the reading of the proposition, I think 
they will agree with me that there is 110 
point in the objection of the gentleman 
from Philadelphia (Mr. Temple.) Clearly 
and distinctly the amendment is this : 

“The members of the Legislature shall 
receive such salary and mileage for reg- 
ular and special sessions as shall be fixed 
by law, and no other compensation or 
perquisite whatever, whether for services 
as a member of any committee or other- 
wise. But no member of either House 
shall, during the term for which he may 

turc appropriating the public funds, have been elected, receive any increase of 
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salary, compensation or mileage under any 
law passed during such period.” 

On the question of agreeing to the 
amendment, a division wa~oalled, which 
resulted : Fifty-eight in the affirmative, 
sixteen ih the negative. So the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

"CONPRNSATION." 

Mr. DARLINQTON. Mr. Chairman: Is 
an amendment now in order f 

The CHAIRMAN. An amendment iS in 
order. 

Mr. DARLINO‘TON. Mr. Chairman : 
Then I suggest to the gentleman from In- 
diana (Mr. Harry White) that he ao mod- 
ify the language of his amendment as to 
strike out “salary and mileage,” and in- 
sert %ompensatiou.” 

The (!HAIRMAN. That cannot be done 
ilow, except by unanimous consent. The 
amendment has been adopted by the corn- 
mit.tee, and cannot nuw be modified by 
the mover of the amendment. 

Mr. DARLINOTON. Mr. Chairman : 
Then I will ask the unanimous consent of 
the committee to allow the change to be 
made. 

THIS WORD “LXOIELATURE." 

Mr. HAY. Mr. Chairman : As I under- 
stand the amendment, as it was read, it 
provides that members of the Legislature 
should be paid. The word.“Legislature” 
was used in place of the words “General 
h%qembly,” tvhich have been used by the 
Committee on Legislature throughout 
their whole report. I would suggest that 
the words should be the same ln this 
rlause as in all other clausesof this article. 

Ml-. KAINE. Mr. Chairman: Is that 
R) ? Is the words “General h$uembly,” or 
is it the “Legislature ? ” 

The CIIAIRMAN. The amendment will 
be read. 

T!le CLERK. “The members of the 
Legislature shall receive such salary and 
mileage for regular or special 9essIons.a.s 
&all be fixed by law,” 8~. 

I\fr. KAINE. Mr. Chairman: Then I 
move that, by general consent of the con,- 
mittea, the word “Legislature” hestricken 
out and the words “General Assembly” 
be inserted. 

Mr. HARRY WRITE. Mr. Chairman: 
I have no objection to that whatever. I 
inserted the &ord “Legislature” pul;- 
posely, because the Committee on Legis- 
lation had that question up and concluded 
on the adoption of the word !rLegisla. 
ture” all through their report. 

33 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. Chairman : If it is go 
into the section of an article where the 
words “General Assembly” aye used oon- 
tinuously, then the words shodd be 
“General Assembly” also. The language 
ought to correspond in every section. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr.Chairman: I 
accept the modification. 

The CEAIRB~AN. It cannot be accepted 
by the mover. It can only be done by 
the unanimousconsent of the committee. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. Chairman: I ask 
unanimous consent of the committee to 
have the change made. 

Unanimous consent was given, and the 
words “General Assembly” substituted 
for the word 66Legislature.” 

THE WORD "COMPENSATION." 

M~.DARLIN~~ToN. Mr.Chairmau: Al- 
low me to ask the general consent of the 
committee to strike out the words “salary 
and mileage,” and insert the word “corn- 
pensation, ” for the reason that the Legis+- 
ttire may, if it see At, riot fix anysalary;but 
determine an amount of daily pay. If they 
so desire 1 want them to be at libertv to 
do so. I hope there #ll be no objechon 
to the subslitution. 

Mr. EWINQ. Mr. Chairman : I will ob- 
ject. I think that daily pay is just what 
the Legislature ought not to be allowed 
to have. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. Chairman: I 
must ask the leniency of the committee 
for my many interruptions, which, in con- 
sequence of this free discussion upon the 
amendment which I introduced, 1 have 
been compelled to make. I would St&e 
that in the Committee on Legislation the 
questions of salary and of compensation 
were considered, and, it was deemed ex- 
pedient to provide for a salary and not a 
daily compensation. Thegentleman from 
Chester (Mr. Darlington) asks that we 
determine upon a per dzcmcompensation. 
That, it seems to me, should not be our 
policy. Our policy should be to give the 
General Assembly a salary. Experience 
has demonstrated that it is wiser to give 
that body a sslary than it is to give it a 
per diem compensation, that mav aff’ect 
the length of a session, &c. I have no 
objection to accept the modification of 
“compensation and salary” also, if the 
unanimous desire of the committee be to 
do so. 

[“ No.” “No.” No.” “ No.“] 
Mr. SINPSON. Mr. Chairman : I rise to 

a point of order. The committee having 
adopted the amendment of the gentle- 
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man from Indiana, (Mr. Harry White,) 
it is not in order now to amend it. That 
should have been done hofore the vote was 
taken. 

The CIIAIRMAN. The committee can- 
not amend the amendment which has 
just been adopted, but it cxn amend the 
section as amended. 

TWELVE HUNDRED DOLLAR8 THE FIRST 
YEAR. 

Mr. JOHN M. BAILEY. Mr. Chairman : 
I move to amend, by adding, as follows. 
That immediately before the amendment 
last adopted there shall be inserted the 
following : 

“EachmemberoftheGeneral Assembly, 
at its first session held after the adoption 
of this Constitution, shall receive the sum 
of twelve hundred dollars and mileage, 
at the rate of ten cents for every mile tra- 
vcled in going from his residence to the 
place of meeting and returning therefrom ; 
and for each period of two years there- 
after -” 

Mr. EWING. Mr. Chairman: Let me 
suggest to the gentleman that he have 
this amendment referred to the Commit- 
tee on Schedule. That is the place, it 
strikes me, that it ought to go. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. Chairman: 
That is right. 

hIr. CUYLER. Mr. Chairman: 1s this 
amendment in order? 

The &AIRMAN. It is in order. 
Mr. CUYLER. Mr. Chairman: Has not 

the House just voted down a similar pro- 
position ? 

The CHAIRXAN. This amendment is 
intended only to apply lo the first year 
after the adoption of the Constitution. 

The amendment was rejected. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question now is 

upon the section as amended. and the 
amendment will he read by the Clerk. 

Mr. TURRELL. Mr. Chairman: I want 
to vote understandingly on this question. 
It has been hastily read,‘and we, in this 
remote portion of the hall, hear with diffi- 
culty. I desire to understand exactly 
what the effect of this amendment will 
be. Suppose we adopt this amendment, 
then, under this section, if a man who is 
now or at any time a member of the Leg- 
islature, and who votes for an increase of 
pay, should return to the Legislature the 
next year or ten years after the increase 
for which he votes is passed, will he be 
entitled to the increase for which he voted 
or not? That is what I want to under- 
s::tnd, and what a good many of us here 

desire explained. Gentlemen in this quar- 
ter of the House express the opinion that 
under this section a man who is a mem- 
ber of the Legislature this year and votes 
for an increase of his salary, which is car- 
ried, if he goes back to the Legislature 
and becomes a member of that body again, 
five, ten, fifteen or twenty years hence, 
cannot receive one dollar of the increase for 
Rhich he voted in the previous session, 
but must accept as his salary the sum 
which w&s then paid to members of the 
General Assembly. The section is under- 
stood by some gentlemen here to cover 
that ground. I do not so understand it, 
but I desire to understand it distinctly 
before I vote upon it, and therefore re- 
quest an explanation on this point. 

Mr. HARRY WIIITE. Mr. Chairman : In 
reply to the inquiry from my friend from 
Snsqnehanna, (Mr. Turrell,) I will state 
that the concluding part of this section is 
drawn.carefully to avoid thatcontingency. 
The provision on that subject is just here: 
“No member of either House shall, du- 
ring the term for which he may have been 
elected, receive any increase of salary, 
compensation or mileage, under any law 
passed during such period.” So man, for 
a term for which he was elected, can re- 
ceive any increase of salary under a bw 
passed during that period. If he happens 
to be elected subsequently, of course no 
action he may have had in the past in 
reference to any question of compensa- 
tion can af%ct his position then. 

The CHAIRK~N. The section as amend- 
ed will be read. 

The CLERK: 
TweSflh. The members of the General 

Assembly shall receive such salary and 
mileage for regular and special sessions 
as shall be fixed by law, and no other 
compensation or perquisite whatever,whe- 
ther for services as a member of any com- 
mittee or otherwise; but no member of 
either House shall, during the term for 
which he may have been elected, receive 
any increas‘e of salary, compensation Or 
mileage under any law- passed daring 
such period. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Mr. Chairman: 1 move 
to amend as follows: To strike out, all after 
the word ‘%welfth,” and insert the follow- 
ing : 

“All State otlicers shall be paid in sala- 
ries for their services, which salaries shall 
be fixed by the Legislature, and shall be 
neither increased nor decreased for the 
rerm for which a person is elected or ap- 
lx)intcti, ex(*rpL i:t ~.LHI* of elcc:ion or :I])- 
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pointment for good behavior for life, 
u-hen the salaries may bc subject to legis 
lative revision. ” 

Mr. T. H. 13. PATTERSON. Mr. Chair- 
man: I rise to a point of order. The 
amendm&nt is not germnin to the section 
as amended. The section only applies 
to the compensation of members of the 
Legislature, while this amendment of the 
gentleman from Chester (Mr. Hemphill) 
applies to all the otlicers of the State. 

The CHAIRMAN. The matter has sub- 
stantially been voted down, but it does 
uot se’em to be in order now. 

Mr. CUYLER. Mr. Chairman: I under- 
stand the objection to be, that it is not 
germain to the section, because the sec- 
tion relates to the Legislature, while this 
proposition applies to all officers of the 
State, and is not confined to the Legisla- 
t cre. 

Mr. HXXPIIILL. JG. Chairman: I of- 
fered the amendment for the purpose of 
preventing two sections of the Constitu- 
tion which would overlap. 

The CHAIRNAN. The Chair does not 
think the amendment in order here. It 
may be in order elsewhere, but not under 
this section. 

The question is on the section as amend- 
ed, which was agreed to. 

THE THIRTEENTH SECTIoN. 

The CILURNAN. The question now re- 
curs upon the thirteenth section, which 
will be read. 

The CLERK : 
ITllirteentA. Every person who shall be 

elected or appointed to any office by the 
Legislature shall discharge the duties of 
such office in person and not by proxy. 

Jir. DARLINQT~N. Mr. Chairman: I 
would like to know what that means. 

Mr. MACVEAQH. Mr. Chairman : I will 
state to the gentleman from Chester (Mr. 
Darlington) that the gentleman from 
Philadelphia (Mr. Dallas) will explain 
the object of that section. 

Mr. DALLAS. Mr. Chairman : I had no 
desire to take the floor for the purpose of 
making any explanation of this provision, 
but called upon to do so by the chairman 
of the Committee on Legislature, I can- 
not, of course, decline to comply. It was 
a portion of the same general purpose, in- 
dicated by the twelfth section, that led to 
the reporting of this thirteenth section to 
the Convention. The committee of the 
\ihole have passed upon the former sec- 
tion, and I have no desire to review its 
action. It was urged in committee by 

gentlemen who believed they understood 
that of which they spoke, when they said 
that in the past, ana I do not say this as a 
reflectiou upon the Legislature, and want 
to be understood, for one, that when I 
seek to put a restriction upon one of the 
branches of the government of this Stare 
that I am not necessarily imputing any 
wrong to that branch of the government. 
It was thought, in consequence of a sug- 
gestion, that ofices not sinecure in fact, 
but which had become practically such, 
were created, and appointments made to 
thetn by the Legislature of Pennsylva- 
nia, and that this section should be pre- 
sentcd to meet that evil. Atnong other 
minor instances referred to, mention was 
made of pasters and folders, and it was 
stated that pasters and folders were ap- 
pointed at the annual sessions of the Lrg- 
islature who never saw the inside of the 
pasters’ and folders’ room, at salaries of 
some consequence ; their labor was done, 
in a number of cases, by small boys and 
young men, who did it at very reasonable 
wages. 

The desire then of the Committee on 
Legislature in reporting this section waS 
to make some provision which would re- 
quire persons appointed by the Legisla- 
ture to actually perform the services of 
the offices to which they are appointed, 
and not to draw their pay and have the 
work done by somebody else. The ot~~oet 

in this section wasmerely this : It was, as 
1 said a moment ago, a part of the same 
general theory which in committee led to 
the reporting of the twelfth section. It 
was thought that it was useless to specify 
in the Constitution the salary of members 
of the Legislature, if no restriction was 
put upon them in the way of appoint- 
ments to sinecure offices. 

The thirteenth section was again read 
and agreed to. 

The CHAIRNAN. The clue&ion now re- 
curs upon the fourteenth se&on, which 
will be read. 

The CLERK read as follows : 
Fowteenth. The Lieutenant Governor 

shall preside over the Senate, and in cast 
of a vacancy in the oflice of Lieutenant 
Governor the Senate shall elect one of i:f 
members as Speaker. The House of Rep- 
resentatives shall elect one of its membcm 
as Speaker. Each House shall choose it4 
other officers, and shall judge of the ele+ 
tion and qnalifkxtions of its members. 

Mr. MACVEAQH. Mr. Chairman : Is it 
the sense of the committee topostponethe 
considerationof thisarticle until the Corn- 
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mictec on the Executive reports, in order 
t,o 538 whether or not we will have a Lieu- 
tenant Governor 1 I consider that we *nay 
postpone the further consideration of it in 
committee of the whole. 

The CHAIRXAN. It will hare to come 
up again in committee. The better way 
would be to vote it down,. 

Mr. HARPY WHITE. Mr. Chairman: 
May I appeal to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Legislature (Mr. Mac\7eagh) 
to let the section br considered for the pur- 
pose of amendment? I want to get a ques- 
tion beforo the House, by way of amcnd- 
ment, as to the power of the Senate to 
elect a Speakerpro tan, cplc. 

Mr. MACVEACSH. Mr. Chairman: I 
think it is better thit for the present this 
section should not be considered until 
we have the report of the Committee on 
the Executive. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thm pn had better 
vote the section down. 

Xr. MACVEAGH. Mr. Chairman : Then 
I trust the committee of the whole will 
vote down the section. 

‘Xr. I<AINE. Mr. Chairman : With the 
understanding that it will be introduced 
again on second reading.’ 

hlr. MACVEAU~ZI. RIr. Chairman : Yes, 
sir. 

Jfr. I%~RRY \\71rIT~ hC. Chairnlan : I 
move to amend this question before the 
committee, by striking out the section 
undcrconsideration, and inserting the fol- 
lowing : 

6~ A majoritv of the members elected to 
each House shall constitute a quorum to 
do business, but a suml\ller number nmy 
meet from day to day, and compel the at- 
teudance of absent members. Each House 
shall choose its own officers. The prc- 
siding ot&er of each House, while such 
H’oust, is in session, shall be addressed as 
‘* hlr. Speaker.” The Senate, at the close 
of each regular session of the Legislature, 
and at the beginning of the nest succeed- 
ing one, shall choose a Speaker p?o tern- 
pox, who shall continue as such until his 
successor is chosen, and preside whcli the 
Lieutenant Governor shall not attend. 
And when the ofice of Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor shall he vacant, or he shall act as 
Governor, the Speaker of the Senate, 
pro ternpore, shall be sw-orn in, and act as 
Lieutenant Governor for the balance of 
the term for which the Lieatenant GOV- 
ernor, whose oflice is vacated, was elected, 
and the seat of such Speaker pro tmpore, 
as Senator, shall thereupon become vacsnt. 
The Secretary of the Commonwealth shall 

ml1 the House of Representatives to or- 
der at the opening of each regular sos- 
sion, and preside until a Speaker thereat 
shall lleve been chosen aud take11 his 
seat. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. Chaimlan I 
This must be explained .so that the com- 
mittee will understand it. If delegates 
will turn CO their bound volumes of pro- 
positions, on page five, they will find 
this amendment, and can consider it in- 
telligently. The committee will nnder- 
stand that this section is offered &o sup- 
ply the place of both the fourteenth and 
fifteenth sectionsof the report of the Com- 
mittee on Legislature. I have offered this 
sxtinn in order to supply a present waut ; 
to supply a necemit.y which hasheen made 
obvious, by the experience of theI,e$sla-. 
ture in the last few years. It first has 3 
&use that a majority of each shall he a 
quorum, bnt that a 1~ numbermay, from 
day to clay, acrsemtile and compel the at-- 
tendance of absentees. 

hfr. RIauVx.au~ Mr. Chairman : Will 
the gentleman allow me to state that 
everything that is material in his amend- 
ment will come up when the fourteenth 
section is disposed of. 

Mr. Haany WHITE. Xr. C’hairmnn : X 
ask the pardon of the (ahairman of the 
Committee on IfigisPdture, but if he wilR 
read this amendment carefully he will 
see that the report of the Committee on 
Lcgislntare will not cover the ground X 
desire coverctl by this amendment. 

Mr. XLC\~XA(IH. Mr. Chairman : I have 
r-ad it carefully and think I understand 
it. It is the intention of the gerxtlemaln 
from Indiana to strike out the fourteenth 
scctiou, wheu the fit’teenth section cover& 
esaetly the same ground that he now itl-- 
tmxluces. 

MC Hanxv WE~ITI.:. Mr. Chairman r 
0, yes. 1 desire to strike oat both the 
fourteenth and fifteenth amendments, and 
insert this amendment., and, of course, 
if theamendmcnt be adapted thefiftecnth 
amendment will fall. 

Mr. NACVRAc;H. Mr. Chairman : But 
the section which the gentleman from In- 
diana desires to substitute pm-supposes 
that w-e will have a Licatenant Governor. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. Chairman : I 
do pre-suppose that we are to have a Lieu- 
tenant Governor, and I haveassumed that 
the Convention will add that officer to the 
l?+xecutivedepartment of our government.. 
The experience of the past few years has. 
I think, demonutmted the necessity of 
such an officer. If we are to have a Lieu- 



tenant Governor, whose duties are to be 
specifically defined by the report of the 
Committee on Executive, thisamendment 
will fully meet all that it is desired by the 
Committee on Legislature to cover by this 
fourteenth section. The experience of the 
last few years has demonstrated that it 
should be the policy of thisConstitutional 
Convention to prevent a Matus, at any 
time, in the office of the presiding officer 
or the Speaker of the Senate. The Lieu- 
tenant Governor will be, of course, ez- 
oflcio, the presiding officer of the Senate, 
and nil1 also be, of course, e.z-oflcio, the 
Governor of the Commonwealth if the 
Governor shall die or be removed by any 
cause. If he should, in such an event, 
become the Governor of the State, he can- 
not, at the same time, be the Executive 
of the Commonwealth and Speaker of the 
Senate also. Therefore the necessity for 
my amendment is apparent. There must 
be some provision for a continuity in the 
office of the presidiug ofieer of the Sen- 
ate. This want of continuity is met by 
the provision in the amendment I have 
offered, by providing for the election of a 
speaker of the Senate pro tentpore. That 
Speaker of the Senate, when thus elected, 
would fill the place of the Lieutenant 
c+overnor. The Lieutenant Governor may 
die, or may he removed by some other 
cause, and when the Lieutenant Governor 
has been removed, or is acting as Gov- 
ernor, it makes his seat in the Senatk va- 
cant from that instant, and requires an 
election to till that vacnncy. 

The section was rejected. 
The CLERK read the section, fifteen, as 

follows : 
4‘ A majority of each House shall consti- 

tute a quorum, but a smaller number 
may adjourn from day to day, and may be 
authorized, by law, to compel the attend- 
ante of absent members in such mpnner 
and under such penalties as may be pre- 
scribed. 

Mr. MACVEAC~H. Mr. Chairman : That 
is in the exact words of the present Con- 
stitution, and I hope the vote will be 
taken. 

Section fifteen was agreed to. 
The CLERK read the sixteenth section, 

as follows : 
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“Each House may determine the rules 
of its proceedings, punish its members for 
disorderly behavior, and, with theconcur- 
rence of two-thirds, expel a member, but 
not a second time for the same eause, and 
shall have all other powers necessary for 
the Legislature of a free State.” 

Mr. MACVEAQII. The same remarks 
applies to that. 

The section wasagreed to. 
TheC~~nnread theseventeenthsection, 

as foll9ws : 
‘6 The doors of each House and of the 

committees of the whole shall be open, 
unless when the businessis such as ought 
:o be kept secret.” 

The section was agreed to. 
The CLERK read the eighteenth section, 

as follows : 

The fact that in 1864, and for four or tive 
years afterwards, a large portion of the 
Senate denied that the President, who was 
elected the Speaker at the close of &he pre- 
vious session, should take his seat at the 
commencement of the succeeding session, 
r~~akesson~ec~ustitutionalprovisionof this 
kind absolutely necessary. The amend- 
ment I have offeied, as the committee 
will see, if they will take the trouble to 
look at it, is conveniently better than the 
section, and meets and supplies all these 
necessities. 

“Neither House shall, without the con- 
sent of the other, adjourn for more than 
three days, nor to any other place than 
that in which the two Houses shall be 
sitting.” 

Mr. HEMPIIILL. Mr. Chairman: I of- 
fer the.following amendment : Insert after 
the word “days” the following : 

‘6 Sundays and public holidays inclu- 
ded.” 

Mr. CURTIN. Mr. Chairman: I trust 
t,he suggestion of the chairman of the 
Committee on Legislature will be adopt- 
ed, and the section voted down. The Com- 
mittee on the Executive will report early 
in the week, and after that we can act in- 
telligently. 

I ask for the insertion of those words, for 
the r’eason that there was some dispute 
occasioned in the Legislature !ast winter, 
owing to an adjournment for mere than 
three days if Sunday was included,andon- 
ly for two if it was excluded. In order to re- 
move all doubt on the subject I offerthis 
amendment. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. I withdraw the 
amendment. 

The CEAIRXAN. The question is upon 
‘section fourteen. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
The question recurring upen the eigh- 

teenth section, it was agreed to. 
The CLERK read the nineteenth section 

as follows : 
‘I The members of the General Assem- 

bly shall, in all 0398s except treason, 
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felony, violation of the oath herein before 
prescribed, and breach or surety of the 
peace, be privileged from arrest during 
their attendance at the sessions of their 
respective Houses and in gbing to and re- 

* turning from the same; and for any speech 
or debate in either House they shall not 
be qu&ioned in any other place.” 

Xr. MXCVEAOH. Mr. Chairman : I 
move to strike out the words “ violation 
of the oath hereinbefore prescribed,” 
because the oath itself has been voted 
clown. Then the section will read as in 
the present Constitution. 

Mr. J. PRICE WETRERILL. Mr. Chair- 
man: I think that we did not vote the 
oath down. My recollection is that WR 
declined to take action upon the oath, 
because it was in charge of another com- 
mittee. I would let that remain and let 
the section be postponed. 

Jfr. KAINE. Vote it down, with the un- 
derstanding that it can be put back again. 

Mr. JOHN M. BAILY. Strike out the 
word 6‘ hereinbefore” and insert “ hero- 
in.” 

Mr. D~ACVEAOH. That will do. 
Mr. SIMPSON. Before we take a vote 

upon that subject, I wish to call attention 
to the fact that the two sections relating 
to the oath have been voted down, and 
they are not now parts of this article. I 
presume when the committee has com- 
pleted its work, and reports the article 
back to the Convention, they would like 
to have it perfect in all its parts. If the 
oath is placed in this amendment it can 
be put in afterward, but there is no oath 
now in. 

Mr. RIACVEAGIH. 1 would say to the 
gentlemarrthat-I m’ade this suggestion in 
order to meet the views of several mem- 
bers. We will correct the whole matter 
when it comes before the Convention, if 
ticessary. Undoubtedly there will be 
some oath prescribed in the Constitution. 

Mr. TURRELL. I would suggest to the 
gentleman from Dauphin (Mr. Mac 
Veagh) to insert the words “their oath 
of office.” That will make it harmoni- 
ous, and it will apply to the oath when it 
is adopted. 

Mr. MACVEAOH, I am willing to ac- 
cept anything thataccords with the views 
of the committee. I have no obstinacy 
about it. If it is the sense of the com- 
mittee I will accept, as an amendment, 
the suggestion of the gentleman’ from 
Susquehanna (Mr. Turrell.) 

The amendment then will be to strike 
out ‘6 the oath hereinbefore prescribed,” 
and insert “ their oath of office.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The CHAIRXAN. The clerk will read 

the section as amended. 
The CLERK read as follows : 
Nineteenth. The membersof the General 

A~embly shall, in all cases,.escept trea- 
son, felony, violation of their oath of 
office and breach or surety of the peace 
be privileged from arrest during their at- 
tendance at the sessions of their rospectire 
Houses, and in going to and returning 
from the tame ; and for any speech or de- 
bate in either House they shall not be 
questioned in any other place. 

The section was agreed to. 
The CHAIRNAN. The Clerk will read 

the twentieth section. 
The CLERK read as follows: 
T,wenlielh. The General Assembly shall 

apportion the State every ten years, be- 
ginning at its first session after the adop- 
tion of this Constitution, by dividing the 
population of the State, as a: certained by 
the last preceding federal census, by the 
number thirty-three, and the quotient 
shall be the ratio of representation in the 
Senate ; counties containing a population 
of four-fifths of said ratio shall be separate 
Senatorial districts, and elect each one 
Senator ; counties containing not less 
than-the ratio, and three-fourths thereof, 
shalleach elect two Senators, and one ad- 
ditional Senator for each number of in- 
habitants equal to the ratio contained by 
said oounties in excess of twice the num- 
ber of said ratio; all Senatorial districts 
shall be formed of contiguous and corn- 
pact terr’itory, each, a?,n#rly as possible, 
an equal nmiiber of inhabitants: Provided, 
That no city or county shall elect more 
than tour Senator s. 

Mr. MACVEAC+K Mr. Chairman : The 
twentieth and twenty-first sections in- 
clude matters that are under tho consid- 
eration of the Committee on Suffrage, 
Election and Representation, and the 
proper disposition of them will very 
much depend upon the report of the 
Committee on Legislation. 

The chairman of the Committee on Suf- 
frage, Election and Representation has 
told me that this matter is, in one of its 
branches, before that committee, and is 
receiving its active consideration. Mem- 
bers of the Committee on Legislation 
have spoken to me, and have expressed 
the opinion that the Convention would , 
be in far better condition to decide the 
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question of the constitution of the Houses 
when it has at least seen the result ‘of the 
labors of that committee. 

Therefore, if such is the sense of the 
committee, I move that the committee 
rise, report progress and ask leave to sit 
again. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Vote the two sections 
down, and let the committee report its 
proceedings to the body. 

Mr. MACVEAQH. Mr. Chairman: I 
was going to finish my motion by saying 
that the committee rise, report progress 
and ask leave to sit again after the Com- 
mittees on Suffrage, Election and Repre- 
sentation and Legislation have made their 
reports to the Convention. 

Mr. DARLINOTON. Mr. Chairman: I 
propose, at the proper time, to present a 
different section, in lieu of the twentieth 
and twenty-first sections, and I do not 
know’that I shall be at all influenced in 
doing so by the fact that another commit- 
tee has the subject under consideration. 
This is a question that presents itself 
that may just as well be met now and 
here as after the report of the Commit- 
tee on Suffrage has been received. It is a 
fact which belongs here, and must be con- 
sidered here, and must be decided here. 

I know very well what the chairman of 
the committee who made this report al- 
ludes to. I suppose he means that the 
Committee on Suffrage intend to report 
some mode of election-probably by mi- 
nority representation, or cumulative vat+ 
ing, or something of that kind. I am 
perfectly ready to meet that question 
whenever it comes up. I desire to be 
heard upon it. But it seems to me that, 
in the consideration of this section, we 
will receive no aid from the report of the 
Committee on Suffrage, for this does not 
conpern thequestion of suffrage. Thissec- 
tionand theone which followsitrefer tothe 
constitution of the Legislature-of how 
many members it shall consist,, of how 
many each House shall consist, and in 
w-hat kind of districts shall they be 
chosen. 

You will observe that the cammittee 
have reported that there shall be thirty- 
three Senators and one hundred Repre- 
sentatives. 1 proposed an amendment- 
which I endeavored to bring to the notice 
of the committee some days ago, but it 
was then thought to be out of order-that 
we should increase the number. I very 
well know that a proposition of that kind 
will receive the consideration of this Con- 
vention, and I know that a very consid- 

erable number are in favor of an increase 
of the number of the members of the 
Legislature. Now, sir, we cannot be 
aided in the determination of that ques- 
tion by any report from the Committee 
on Suffrage. 

Mr. ECLIS. Mr. Chairman: I rise to a 
point of order. I am very’sorry to inter- 
rupt the gentleman from Chester, (Mr. 
Darlington,) but I make the point of order 
that it is not proper to discuss the merits 
of the article on a motion for the oommit- 
tee to rise. ’ 

Mr. DARLINQTON. Mr. Chairman: I 
am opposed to the committee rising. 1 
am discussing the question, whether we 
can be aided in the consideration of the 
question by anything which can be said. 
by a committee which it isnot competent 
to say upon the floor. Therefore there is 
no propriety in the continuation of this 
question to another period. I have no 
particular taste as to when this question 
shall be opened, but I wish to be heard 
sometime. I hope some gentleman can 
tell me what aid can be derived from the 
report of the Committee on Suffrage, in 
the consideration of the question of how 
many members the Legislature shall con- 
sist of. 

I am at a loss to perceive why we should 
wait for its report upon another question, 
of what kind of districts we shall form, 
how we shall choose Senators and mem- 
bers of the House, some light may be 
thrown by the views of the members of the 
Committee on Suffrage, but I do not know 
how we can be aided in the discharge of 
that duty better by the report of the com- 
mittee, than we can by the speeches of its 
members. 

Therefore these two questions-first, 
the number of members of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, and, sec- 
ondly, the districts or the mode of elect- 
ing each by districts, are questions which 
are to be met and decided by this body. 
If gentlemen think they would rather 
have the report of the committee upon 
those questions, I do not know that Ioare, 
so that I can have the opportunity of pre- 
senting some views upon the subjects; 
and I do not know why we might not just 
as well now consider the question as at 
another time. 

The CHAIRMAN. In the opinion of the 
Chair the motion is not debatable. The 
Chair did not wish tointerrupt the gentle- 
man, however. 

Mr. MA~VEAC+H. Mr. Chairtnan: I 
would like to suggest to gentlemen one 
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thing. If any gentlemen have substi- 
tutes, the gentleman from Chester (Mr. 
Darlington) .I know has one, for these 
sections, if they will hand them either to 
the Clerk or to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Legislature, they will be 
printed and placed upon the desks when 
we resume the report. 

Mr. DARLINGTON. Very well. Then, 
Mr. Chairman, in order that you may see 
that my remarks have 8oma pertinency, 
I move, if in order, but I suppose it is not 
in order, - 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon 
the motion to rise. 

Mr. DARLINOTON. If the gentleman 
from Dauphin (Mr. MaoVeagh) will with- 
draw that motion, so that I can present 
my amendment, I will then make no fur- 
ther opposition to it. 

Mr. MACVEACYB. I will withdraw it for 
the purpose of allowing the gentleman to 
offer an amendment. 

The C’HAIRMAN. The question is now 
upon the section. 

Mr. DARLINOTON. Mr. Chairman: I 
now move to strike out all after the words 
“section twentieth,” and imsert the fol- 
lowing: 

“The General Assembly shall appor- 
tion the State for the selection of Senators 
and Representatives according to popnla- 
tion, as ascertained by the last preceding 
census, every ten years, oommencing at 
the first session after the adoption of this 
Constitution. Senators and Representa- 
tives shall be chosen by single districts, 
composed of contiguous and, as nearly as 
practical, compact territory, of equal popu- 
lation ; when a city or county shall be en- 
titled to two or more Senators it shall be 
divided by ward or township lines; no 
city or county shall be entitled to more 
than six Senators; each county shall be 
entitled to at least one Representative; 
when any city or county shall be entitled 
to two or more Representatives it shall be 
divided by ward or township lines; the 
number of Representatives shall, at the 
several periods of their apportionment, 
be fixed by the Legislature, and shall 
never be less than one hundred and iifty 
or greater than three hundred ; the num- 
ber of Senators shall, at the same time, be 
fixed by the Legislature, and shall never 
be less than one-fourth or greater than 
one-third of the number of Representa- 
tives.” 

I move that as an amendment to the 
twenty and twenty-first sections. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon 
the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Chester (Mr. Darlington.) . 

Mr. MACVEAGH. 1 now move that the 
committee rise, report progress and ask 
leave to sit again as soon as the reports of 
the Committees on Legislation, the Ex- 
ecutive, and Suffrage, @cotion and Rep- 
resentation are laid upon the table of the 
Convention, and that the amendment just 
oRered be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

IN CONVENTION. 

Mr. C. A. BLACK. Mr. President : The 
committeeof the whole, to which has been 
referred the report of the Committee on 
the Legislature, has instructed me to re- 
port progress and ask leave to sit again. 

Mr. CUYLIR. Was not the instruction 
to sit again at a definite time? 

The PRESIDENT. That wasnot in order. 
Leave was gmnted the committee to sit 

again on one week from next Monday. 

BEPORTINU PRAYERS. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. I ask unanimous 
consent of the convention to offer a reso- 
lution. 

’ J eave was granted. 
The CLERK read the resolution, as fol- 

lows : 
Resolved, That the official reporter be 

instructed to omit the prayers oflered 
daily from the reported Debates of the 
Convention. 

The question being, shall the Conven- 
tion proceed to a second reading of the 
resolution, it was agreed to. 

So the resolution was again read. 
Mr. M’ALLISTER. Mr. President : It ia 

impossible for me to see why the prayers 
of the Convention should be omitted from 
our published proceedings. Should we 
do this because this part of our proceed- 
ings is distasteful to us? The introduc- 
tion of this resolution is certainly to be 
deprecated, and I certainly cannot possi- 
bly see any reason why this part of our 
proceedings ought to be distinguished 
from the rest. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. President : 1 
desire to state that this resolution was in- 
troduced for the purpose of settling a 
vexed question. I am not able to say 
how it arose ; but, at any rate, it is simply 
a question whether the official reporters 
shall report the prayer delivered every 
morning, or whether they shall not. The 
members of the Committee on Printing 
differ somewhat in their opinions, some 
believing that it is proper and o:hers that 



CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 521 

it, is not. I .will say, in answer to my 
friend from Contra county; (Mr. M’Allis- 
ter,) that, so far as I have any personal 
knowledge, every delegate in this Con- 
vention is in favor of having our sessions 
opened with prayer, but I submit that it 
is not the custom in deliberative bodies, 
Congress, Legislatures, or in the majority 
of ConstitutionalConventions, to have the 
daily prayer printed in the Debates. 

hfr. HEMPHILL. I move that the Con- 
vention adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 
Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President: It is 

proper for me to state that this matter has 
been the subject of discussion before the 
Committee on Printing, and I was in- 
struoted by the committee to inform the 
reporters that under the orders of the 
Convention they were not authorized to 
report, nor the State Printer to print, the 
prayer daily offered by the Convention. 
I certainly must deprecate the attempt of 
the gentleman from Centre county (Mr. 
M’Allister) to place the members of the 
Convention in the position of objecting to 
the opening of our sessions with prayer. 
I am strongly in favor of having our ses- 
sions opened with prayer, as I have no 
doubtallofourmembersare; but.1 cansee 
no reason why they should be reported 
verbatim and verbabm printed in the De- 
bates of the Convention. I believe it has 
been the practice in a few instances, but 
as a rule it is unknown. When this sub- 
ject was first discussed, and the commit- 
tee gave me instructions to convey the 
decision of our members to the reporters, 
one of them declined to obey the instruo- 
tions, unless instructed to do so by resolu- 
tionof the Convention. This is the ex- 
planation I have to give in regard to the 
matter, and I trust the Convention will 
not allow itself to be carried away by the 
idea that there is an impropriety in not 
reporting and printing the prayers; or 
that the resolution has been introduced 
without a proper respect due to the Con- 
vention, and the views of its members 
concerning the matter. 

Mr. SI&PSON.’ Mr. President: I would 
like to know how this question of report- 
ing the prayers of ‘the Convention ever 
clrne before the Committee on Printing. 
The subject has never been before the 
Convention. It certainlv was never SUQ- 
gested by any resolution of any membzr 
of the Convention, and how the subiect 
reached the Committee on Printing is a 
matter of curiosity to me. The members 
of that committee have not been author- 

ized by the Convention to give any in- 
structions to the reporters. When the De- 
hates of the proceedings of the Conven- 
tion are examined, we expect to find in 
them a report of all that has taken place, 
excepting such matters as the Convention 
has determined shall not be embodied in 
the report. ,4re not the prayers a part of 
our proceedings 4 Suppose, after the pro- 
ceedings of the Convention had cotn- 
menced, some one of our delegates doubt- 
ed there being a quorum of members 
present, and a call of the House was made, 
would not the proceedings under the call 
form a very important part of the pro- 
ceedings of the Convention, and would 
they not be reported r Undoubtedly they . 
would. Why, then, should the pray- 
ers not be reported? What harm can 
there be in it? I have no doubt when 
this volume of Debates is completed that 
there will be found a great many foolish 
things in it, and I certainly should like to 
see along with the foolish things that may 
be printed some of the good acts of the 
Convention. I s&e no reason why the 
prayers of the Convention should not be 
printed, and I think, with all deference 
to the chairman of the Committee on 
Printing, that the committee exceeded its 
powers when they undertook to give di- 
rections to an oftlcer elected by the Con- 
vention, without having the question sub- 
mitted to them by the Convention. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President : This 
question, it seems to me, is simply a ques- 
tion of “fat.” A question of “fat” for the 
reporters and 9%” for the printer, and I 
think it had better be understood in that 
way. 

Mr. MANN. It seems to me, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that we have made a contract with 
the official reporter explicitly stating what 
he shall report and what shall not be re- 
ported or printed. I do not see why this 
resolution should lrave been offered. His 
contract is binding upon the Convention, 
and any resolution that may be offered or 
passed cannot affect It one way or another. 

Mr. DARLINOTUN. I understand that 
the debates of the Convention mean its 
proceedings. I cannot see how the pray- 
ers daily oflered can form any part of 
our proceedings. 

Mr. CUYLER. Mr. President: I must 
express considerable surprise that such a 
question has arisen in the Convention. I 
heard, with amazement, yesterday, that 
the prayers were regularly reported and 
were to be printed. I confess I had not 
observed it before. If there is any place 
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where man is humble it is when he enters 
in the presence of his God, and if there is 
anything more revolting than all other 
things, it is the practice of addressing the 
throne of grace, as it is popularly called, 
and printing the prayers. I say this with- 
out intending any criticism upon the 
prayers made here, which are truly de- 
vout, hut in criticism upon the practice of 
printing them. I am compelled to ob- 
serve that it is simply revolting, and any- 
thing that attempts to encoursge pompous 
prayer is utterly out of place and ought 
to be promptly repressed. I cannot per- 
ceive how the language of the prayers 
can form any part -of the procedings of 
the Convention, and, believing that it is 
a simple question between our heartsand 
our God, I must confess that I am sur- 
prised that there should be any discussion 
upon the subject. For these reasous I 
hope that the resolution will pass, and 
that the prayers of the Convention will 
not be printed as a part of our proceed- 
rngs. 

The question being taken upon the reso- 
lution, the yeasand uays were required by 
Mr. Simpson and 1Mr. Biddle, and were 
as follow, viz : 

YEAS. 
Messrs. Addicks, Aiuey, Beer, Baily, 

(Perrv.1 Bailey. (Huntington,, Biddle, 
Black; ‘Charles-A.,‘Campbol, Carey, Car- 
ter, Corbett, Craig, Curtin, Cuyler, Dallas, 
Darlington, Ellis, Fell, Finney, Gibson, 
Gutlirie, Hanna, H:%zztlrd, IIoward, 
Eaiue, Lawreuce, Littleton, MConnell, 
M’Culloch, nl3furray, Mann, Rletzger, 

Minor, Newlin, Palmer, G. W., Patterson, 
T. H. B., Patton, Read, John R., Reed, 
Andrew, Reynolds, James L., Russell, 
Smith, H. G., Smith, Henry W., Smith, 
W. H., Stewart, Walker, Wetherill, 
John Price, White, David N., White, 
Harry, Worrell and Meredith, President 
-51. 

NAYS. 
Messrs. alricks, Baker, Barclay, Bow- 

man, Clark, Colhs, Elliott, Ewing, 
Hemphill, Horton, M’Allister, M’Cam- 
ant, Mantor, Mott, Purman, Purviance, 
Samuel A., Simpson, Stanton, Turrell, 
White, J. W. F. and Wright-21. 

So the resolution was agreed to. 
ABSENTORNOT YOTlNci.--%kSSrS. Ach- 

enbach, Andrew% Armstrong, Bannan, 
Bardsley, Bartholomew, Beebe, Black, J. 
S., Bord, Brodhead, Broomall, Brown, 
Buckaiew, Cassidy, Church, Cochran, 
Corson, Cronmillcr, Curry, Davis, De 
France, Dimmick, Dodd, Dunning, Ed- 
wards, Fulton, Funck, Gilpin, Gowen, 
Hall, Harvey, Hay, Heverin, Hopkins, 
Hunsicker, Knight, Lamberton, Landis, 
Iear, Lilly, Long, M’Clean, MacVeagh, 
Niles, Palmer, H. W., Parsons, Patterson, 
D. W., Porter, Pughe, Purviance, John 
X., Reynolds, 8. II., Rooke, Ross, Runk, 
Sharpe, Struthers, Temple, Van Reed, 
Wetherill, J. M., Wherry and Woodward 
-Xl. 

Mr. RIDDLE. I move the Conventiou 
do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to. 
So the Convention, at oue o’clook and 

nfty minutes, adjourned. 
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THIR,TY-THIRD DAY. 

-MONDAY, February 3, 18i3. 

The Convention met at eleven o’clock 
A.. M. 

The Journal of Saturday, the first in- 
stant, was then read and approved. 

REPORTS OF PROTHONOTARIES. 

The PRESIDBNT laid before the Conven- 
tion the reports of the prothonotaries of 
Fulton, Cambria, Pike and Cameron 
counties, relative to the .number of civil 
causes on their respective dockets, which 
were referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 

Mr. BROOMALL presented a. memorial 
from tho Chester county monthly meet- 
ing of Friends, relative to capital punish- 
ment, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

MILITARY SERVICE. 

Mr. BROOMALL also presented a memo- 
rial from the same society, asking that a 
provision be made in the Constitution ex- 
empting the Friendsof the State from mil- 
itary service. 

INTOXICATING+ LIQUORS. 

Mr. BROOMALL also presented a memo- 
rial 4 from -the same society, calling the 
attention of the Convention to the ev-il 
effects of the sale of intoxicating liquors 
as a beverage. 

TAXINGHOUSEHOLDEFFECTS. 

Mr. STANTON offered the following res- 
olution, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revenue, TaxationandFinance : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Rev- 
enue, Taxation and Finanoe be instructed 
to inquire into and report upon the pro- 
priety of exempting from levy and sale, 
on execution or distress for rent, and 
from taxation, all household furniture, 
beds and bedding, and watches in actual 
use in any family, as well as wearing ap- 
parel, books, and one piano, melodeon, or 
parlor organ, and that no waiver of the 
exemption shall hereafter be permitted 
in-any case whatever. 

And that no law exempting any per- 
sonal property from taxation for State, 
county or city purposes shall hereafter be 
operative. 

FUNDS OF THE COMNONWEALTH. 

Mr. LILLY off’ered the following resolu- 
tion, whioh wasreferred to the Committee 
on Revenue, Taxation and Finance. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Rev- 
enue, Taxation and Finance be instructed 
to inquire, and if they find it necessary 
and advisable, to report anarticle restrict- 
ing the State Treasurer from farming out 
the funds of the Commonwealth. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SIJF- 
FRAOE. 

Mr. LILLY also offered the following 
resolution, which was twice read, consid- 
ered and agree to : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Print- 
ing be instructed to inquire why the re- 
port of the Committee on Suffrage, Elec- 
tion and Representation is not printed . . 
and laid on the table of members, and to 
report or apply the proper remedy against 
the recurrence of such a matter. 

LEAVEOFABSENCE. 

Mr. BOYD asked and obtained leave of 
absence for Mr. Darlington, of Chestkr, 
for a few days. 

Mr. JOHN R. READ asked and obtained 
leave of absence for Mr. Hemphill for a 
few days. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President: I :de- 
sire to present the minority report of the 
Committee on Suffrage and Election. 

The report was read as follows, and laid 
on the table : 

WOBLAN SUFFRAQE. 

Minm’ty Report of the Committee on Suf- 
frage, Election and Representation. 

The undersigned, members of the Com- 
mittee on Suffrage, Election and Rspre- 
sentation, dissent from that part of the 
majority report of said committee which 
limits the right of suErage to male elect- 
ors. 

We recommend that the question, shall 
women exercise the right of suffrage, be 
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submitted by the Convention to the quali- committees; one, I believe, to the Com- 
tied electors of this Commonwealth ; and mittee on Legislature and to other rom- 
also upon the same day therewith to those mittees. I ask now to move the discharge 
women of the Commonwealth who upon of these committees from the further con- 
the day voting shall be of the age of twen- sideration of these subjects, the with- 
t.y-one years and upwards, and have been drawal of the subjectsfrom these commit- 
a resident of the State one year, and in the tees, and their reference to the Committee 
district where they offered to vote at least on Commissions, Offices, Oath of Office 
sixty days prior thereto, and that if the and Incompatibility of Ot?lco. I do so be- 
majority of all the-votes cast at said olec- cause I understand that committee pro- 
tion should be in the affirmative, then the pose the creation of new offices, and there- 
word “male,” as a qualitication for an fore I presume that that is the proper 
elector, contained in section -, article committee to whom to refer this proposr- 
-, on suffrage and election, shall be tion. 
stricken out, and women in this State The PRESIDENT. What are the other 
shall thereafter exercise the right of suf- committees to which you refer? 
frage, subject only to the restrictions as Mr. BOYD. Mr. President: I now un- 
are placed upon the male voters. derstand all the propositions were referred 

JOHN H. CAMPBELL, to the Committee on Legislature, and de- 
LEWIS C. CASSIDY, 
LEVI ROOKE. 

sire to move that that committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of 

TIIE LEGISLATIVE ARTICLE. the subjects, and that they be referred to 

Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. President : I move 
the Committee on Commissions, Offices, 

that the House go into committee of the Omce 
Oath of Office and Incompatibility of 

whole to consider the report of the Com- The motion was agreed to. 
mittee on the Legislature, which was up 
on Sdturday and which was practically DILATORY PRINTINO. 

postponed for a week, I think, probably, Mr. LILLY. Mr. President : In connec- 
without due consideration. I make this tion with the subject of printing, I beg 
motion because I believe that there is no- leave to offer tile following resolution : 
thing else reported for the consideration Resolved, That the Committee on Print- 
of, this body, and I further believe that ing, kc., be instructed to inquire why the 
there are questions involved in that re- report of the Committee on Suffrage, . 
port which will require several days’ de- Electionand Representation is not printed 
bating’ before any conclusion can be and laid on the tables of members, and to 
reached. report and applya remedy against the re- 

Mr. BOYD. Mr. President: I ask the currence of such neglect. 
gentleman from Delaware (Mr. Broom- The resolution was twice readnndagreed 
all) to withdraw his motion for a minute to. 
to allow me to make a motion. THE YDFFRAGE ARTICLE. 

Mr. BROOMALL. Xr. President : I have The PRBSIDEUT. The first business in 
no objection to withdraw the motion tem- 

L 

porarily to allow a motion to be made, if 
order is the consideration of the article re- 

it does not involve discussion. 
ported by the Committee on Suffrage, 
Election and Representation on Saturday 

T~~PRESIDENT. The Chair desires to last. Is it the wish of the House to pro- 
state that in saying on Saturday that 
there was no business before the Conven- 

teed to the consideration of that article ? 

tinn, he was substantially in error. 
Mr. KAIKE. Mr. President: I move 

The 
business before the Chair would be the 

that the consideration of the report made 
by the Committee on Suffrage, Election 

report of the Committee on Election, Suf- 
frage and Representation, made on Satur- 

and Representation, on Saturday last, be 

day last, but which has not been printed, 
postponed until it is printed and placed 
upon the tiles of the members. 

and is not now on the tiles of members. The PRESIDENT. The repoEtis not be- 
CRANOE OF REFERERCE. fore the House and cannot be postponed. 

Mr. BOYD. Mr. President : Some days The motion therefore is not in order. The * 

ago I offered a proposition creating the question is whether the House will take 

&ices of Lieutenant Governor, a Commis- up the report or not. 

sioner of Insurance and an inspector of The Convention refused to take up the 
Iron. These matters were referred to report. 
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THE LEQISLATIvE ARTICLE. 

Mr ~ROO~wALL. Mr. President : I move 
that the House go into oommittee of the 
whole, for the purpose of considering the 
legislative article. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. President: It 
occurs to me that this motion is not in 
order and cannot be entertained, inas- 
much as the committee, ondaturday last, 
resolved to sit upon that article on next 
Monday. The language of the motion 
adopted by the House was, I believe, “011 
next Monday week.” If we do anything 
in that respect, it seems to me that the 
proper way is to move to re-consider, and 
I do not think we can reach this ease in 
auy other manner. 

While on the floor I would czll the at- 
tention of the Convention to the fdct that 
the chairman of the Committee on Legis- 
lature, for reasons relating to that depart- 
ment, requested that the further consid- 
eration of that report be held over until 
that time. And I may remark, further- 
more, that his specific reason was that the 
Committee on the Executive Department 
had not reported, and that there are some 
features of the report of that committee 
which are neces&sary to make complete the 
report of the Committee on Legislature, 
and also that some features of the re- 
port of the Committee on Sutfrage, Eler- 
tion and Representation are equally nec- 
essary to complete the report of the Com- 
mittee on Legislature, which this motion 
of the gentleman from Delaware (Mr. 
Broomall) would now place before the 
committee of the whole. The chairman 
of the Committee onLegislature isabsent. 
He has this matter in charge, and I am 
afraid we cannot make much progress in 
debating this report at this time. I have 
no feeling about the matter, but it seems 
to me that the motion is not in order, and 
if so, should not be entertained. 

. The PRESIDENT. The chairman is of 
opinion, as far as this point of order is 
concerned, that it is in order to go into 
committee of the wholeat this titne. The 
House granted leave to the committee of 
the whole to sit on Monday next, but it is 
in the power of the House to go into com- 
mittee of the whole before that time. 

The Chair will also state that the article 
reported by the Committee on Suffrage 
has just arrived, in print, and is being dis- 
tributed among the members, and there- 
fore it is possible to go into consideration 
of that article at this time. 

. Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. President : If 
that is the case I will withdraw my mo- 
tion. 

COMMITTEE OF THE WROLR. 

Mr. MANX. Mr. President : I move 
that we go into committee of the whole 
on the article reported by t>he Committee 
on Suffrage. 

The motion was agreed to. 

THB SUFFRAQE ARTICLE. 

The Convention then resolved itself in- 
to committee of the whole, Mr. Law- 
rence in the chair. 
’ The first section was read as follows : 

SEOTI~X -. Every male citizen of the 
I?nited States, of the age of twenty-one 
years, having resided in the State one 
year, and in the election district where 
he offers to vote two months imme- 
diately preceding the election, shall en- 
joy the rightsof an elector, but an elector 
of the State who having removed there- 
from,, and returned thereto, and who 
shall have resided in the election district 
as aforesaid, shall be entitled to vote after 
having resided in the State six months. 
Provtded, No naturalized citizen shall 
enjoy the right of an elector until one 
month shall have elapsed from the time 
he becomes a citizen. 

THE WORD “ MALE. >, 

>rr. BRoo?rrALL. &$r. Chairman : I move 

to strike out the word “male” from the 
first line. 

Mr. ZVPALLISTER. Mr. ChaIrman: It 
would seem to be proper that I should 
state the reasons for the many changes 
that have been made in this entire article 
as reported, or in the eleven sections 
which have been reported. I do not 
linoa- 

Mr. CAMPRELL. Mr. Chairman : Will 
the gentleman allow me to interrupt him 
for a moment? I wish to make a sug- 
gestion to the gentleman from Delaware, 
(,Mr. Broomall,) that he withdraw his 
motion to strike out the word “male” 
until the report of the minority of this 
committee on this subject has been priot- 
ed and placed before the Houss. 

Mr. BRO~XALL. Mr. Chairman: I have 
no objection to so withdraw my amend- 
ment, but prefer to let it stand as it is, 
tho,ugh 1 have no desire to continue it 
now if the timeof the cotumittee is taken 
up with other questions. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Chairman : I do 
not desire the subject disposed of until 
the report of the minority of the commit- 
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tee, which wassubmitted this morning, i.9 
printed and laid before the House. 

;\Ir. ~\I’,~LIJsTEB. Jlr. Chairman : 1 was 
proceeding to state that I did not know 
whether the remarks that I intended to 
make as chairman of this committee, giv- 
ing the reasmswhich induced the com- 
mittee to propose the many changes that 
these sections contemplate, would be ap- 
propriate to thisamendment. I had de- 
sired to make these remarks as chairman, 
prior to any amendment of a particular 
artide, or to the consideration of a special 
section, and I thereforeask the gentleman 
froiu Delaware (Mr. Broomall) to witk- 
draw his amendment until the articles 
are placed before the committee in the 
way they should be presented. If that is 
not done, however, I shall proceed in the 
remarks I intend to make. 

I will say, Mr. Chairman, that the con- 
sideration of this report seems to have 
been precipitated upon the Convention at 
this time. There seemed to be great haste 
from certain quarters in reference to its 
consideration. The changes sogpsted arc 
exceedingly important. The third and 
fourth sections are substantially the same 
as those in the present Constitution Upon 
thosesubjects. Theremainingninesections 
nre principally new, and involve material 
changes. Now I am compelled to speak 
from a rough copy of this report. I have 
upon my table no printed copy, and there, 
is no printed copy upon the desk of any 
member in this section of the House, and 
I do not know how members can refer to 
these articles when they are alluded to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will inform 
the g8ntleman that the pages and other 
officers are now distributing them and put- 
ting them on the files. 

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Mr. Chairman : I un- 
derstand that, but it has not yet been done. 
Your committee, Mr. Chairman, realizing 
the responsibility incurred by proposing 
the introduction of so much now matter, 
have given the subject very deliberate 
consideration. WC had one meeting in 
lhtrrisburg, and adjourned to meet in this 
place on the Friday preceding the meetc 
ing of the Convention. We met On that 
day, and the committee have met every 
day from that time until the making of 
this report, on Saturday, and never failed 
to have a quorum at any meeting. After 
i‘ free interchange of views, as well Upon 
the objects to be attained as upon the 
means of their accomplishment, each see? 
tion now before the committee was put in 
the form inwhirh it has been presented. 

The leading objccts,and the leading prin- 
ciples involved in their accomplishment, 
I will now allude to; and, I think, I cnn- 
not better occupy the time of the cornmit- 
tee of the whole than in bringing these 
subjects to their attention. 

This I will attempt to do, as briefly as 
the exceeding importance of the subjects 
will permit, involving, as they do, not only 
the most chtiished rights of man, bUt the 
welfare and perpetuity of our republican 
institutions. 

The first section, it will be noticed, abol- 
ishes the tax qualification of the elector, 
which exists in the present Constitution, 
but which the committee thought a relic of 
onr monarchical and aristocratic origin. 
‘Tasable inhabitants” wasthe bnsisof rep- 
resentation. It is so in the present Con- 
stitution. It was conceded by every ment- 
ber of the committee, as it has, thus f&r, 
been by every memberof the Convention, 
that the Constitution is in error in mak- 
ing “ taxsble inhabitants” and not pop 
nlation the basis of representation; bnt 
it was alleged there that the payrnellt of a 
tax should be made a Oondition precedent 
to the exercise of the right of snrl’rage. 

The first paragraph of the first se&ion 
not only abolishes the tsar qualitication of 
the voter, but it limits the exercise of the 
right of suffrage to malt citizens. A Ml 
thus is raised two of the important ques- 
tions in which there existed ditlerence 01 
opinion in the committee, and upon w1uc.h 
there exists difference of opinion in tin 
committee of the wholc. 

I am sure, therefore, Mr. C’bairr2m, 
that I shall receive the attention of the 
conunitt~re in an humble effort to bring 
before them the principles npoi, which 
this portion of the report is based. 

For the sake of L-rovity I shall try to 
consider together the principles involved 
in the tax qnalitication and inwomnn’s 
right to suffrage. 

Those who represented the Woman’s 
Sufii~gc association here before the com- 
mitteo directed their attention, and the 
attention of the C’onvention, to the first 
and second sections of the ninth article of 
the Constitution, in thcsc words : 

SECTIOX 1. ,\ll men arc: born c~lually 
free and independent, and have certain 
inherent and indefeasible rights. 

SECTION 2. All power is inherent in the 
p8Opl8, and all free governments arc 
founded upon their authority, and insti- 
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tnted for their peace, safety and happi- 
ness. 

These are sections of the Bill of Rights, 
which the Legislature deemed so sacred 
that they would not trust it to our hands. 
However we may differ in relation to the 
power of the Legislature, or their wisdom 
in the attempted prohibition,.we certainly 
do not dither as to the inexpediency and 
impropriety of allowing either of these 
sections to be altered, and if we retain 
them it behooves us to inquire who are 
the people in whom all power is inherent ; 
on whose authority all governments are 
founded, and for whose safety and hap 
piness they are instituted; what men 
are born equal, free and independent, 
having certain inherent and indefeasible 
rights? It is conceded, as I have stated, 
that all intelligent human beings are un- 
der the protecting care of government, 
but who are entitled to participate in its 
administration? If any are excluded, 
why 1 

The right of snflrage is, and all will ad- 
mit, should be forfeited by crime, and 
especially by those crimes which strike 
at the purity of the eleclive franchise. 
Such cruninals are not therefore of the 
people, in whom all power is inherent. 
The non-tax-payer, though under the 
protecting care of government, is, by our 
present Constitution, excluded alike from 
the right of representation and the right 
of antl’rage, and is not, therefore, of the 
people, in whom all power is inherent. 

This being the organic law of Pennsyl- 
vania, obedience is the duty of every per- 
son under the protection of the govern- 
ment, whether with or without the right 
of suErage. Viewed from a legislative 
or judicial standpoint, the inquiry, not- 
withstanding the above provisions of the 
Bill of Rights, must be, what is the Con- 
stitution? What is the foundation of the 
right of suffrage ? To whom is the right 
of suffrage granted ? The decision, what.- 
ever it may be, binds the entire popula- 
tion of the State. 

This Convention occupies, Mr. Chair- 
man, a different standpoint. The inquiry 
with us is.not what is the Constitution, 
but what should the Constitution be? 
We are here, not to inquire what. has 
been done, but what should be done. 
And this brings us then to inquire, first : 
What should be the basis of representid- 
tion? I will not dwell upon that point, 

. because it was conceded in the cnmmit- 
tee, and seems to be conceded in the 
legislative nrt;cle npm chic:! :VC Imro 

. 

passed, that population, and not taxxblo 
inhabitants, should be the basis of rcprc- 
sent&ion. I wili not, therefore, dwell 
upon that point longer. 

We come, then, to the inquiry: What 
is the foundation of the right of suffrage, 
and to whom should its exercise bc cx- 
tended ? 

In England, sovereignty exists in Par- 
liament, and they call themselves om- 
nipotent. Ko such claim has ever been 
set up by any legislative hody in the 
United States. In our system of govcrn- 
ment sovereignty exists in the people, 
and the Legislature is limited by the or- 
ganic law of the several States. 

We are then brought to inquire :LS to 
the right of suffrage. Does it belong to 
man because he is a man, or does it be- 
long to man because he is a tax-payer? 
Does it belong to woman-if the right of 
suffrage be conceded to her-because she 
isa woman, or does it belong to woman 
because she is a tax-payer? 

Isthe right a natural right, or mcrc!y a 
conventional right ? Our natural ribghts, 
Mr. Chairman, in an absolute and re- 
stricted sense, are few, very few. Indeed, 
I know of no right that a man can claim, 
as an absolute natural right, except the 
right to breathe the air. He has the 
right of locomotion, provided he does not 
trespass upon another man’s land. He 
has a right to drink the water that flows, 
provided it does not fiow on another 
man’s Iand. Rut I can scarcely conceive 
of an absolute right, except the right to 
breathe the air; other rights are re- 
stricted. 

Whilst I will concede that the right of 
suffrage is not an absolute personal right, 
in this sense, I am here to assert that it is 
a natural social right. It is by the exer- 
cise of the right of suffrage that the indi- 
vidual p&sses from individuality to the 
social state. It is a high eserciso of 
that power; and when he goes into that 
social state it is by the exercise of that 
natural right that he is protect4 there in 
all his other rights. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, in the cxcrcisc of 
this right, we have man as a social being, 
and we have him in society, and what so- 
ciety first? In the society of the Lnnily, 
in the family relation. There he isf’ountl, 
and there every man has been found, and 
every man will he found. Every man 
who comes into this world passes through 
that, the most sacred of all relations upon 
ea$h. That, Mr. Chairman, is not only a 
snoretl s,r:eiy : it :s zs?crc: s33:c’::. T’ ‘i: 
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a society in which all are interested in the in a crowd, get to the election window 7 
welfare of the others-each one in the It might be trampled on by fifteen men, 
welfare of all the other members of the one behind the other. 
family. It is a society which all consult Again, Mr. Chairman, in bearing and 
for the interests of the whole. nursing her children, the mother is often 

I claim that this family, in the exercise as unfitted to discharge the duties of an 
of their right of sutfnge, cast the ballot elector as she is to discharge the duties of 
through the head, the representative of a soldier. We should, for these and many 
the family, making the family a part of other reasons, confer the right of suffrage 
thepeople, in whom all power is inherent. upon male citizens only. 
They are not cut off-the wife is not cut A word here with reference to the other 
ofi-the children are not cut ofY. All arc pre-requisites to the right of suffrage, in 
represented, and represented in accord- the first paragraph of this section, the pay- 
ante with their interests. The family, ment of taxes. I have already alluded to 
Mr. Chairman, thus becomes the unit of the principle upon which the payment of 
the State. It is out of families that gov- taxes, as a pre-requisite to the exercise of 
ernrnents are framed, and without these the right of sutfrage, is founded, and I shall 
family relations there can be no govern- not dwell further upon that; but I shall 
merits; none ever has been formed. It is as.k theindulgenceofthecomnlittee whilst 
from these units that we call fatnilies that I refer briefly to a few of the Constitutions 
the government is constituted. of the States upon this subject. 

I have said that it was a secret society; The requisite of taxation is not found 
that it was a society in which each one in any of the States of this Union but 
deliberated for the benelit of the whole. five. It did exist in many other States, 
It is a relation into which discord should but it is being gradually abolished 
neder enter. It may, however, possibly from time to time and from year to 
enter; but when it does, the fewer dis- year, so that there are but live left. 
cordant sounds that are heard beyond the They are Delaware, Massachusetts, Penn- 
family threshold the better for the fam- Sylvania, Rhode Island and Tennessee. 
ily and for the State. “A man is known by the company he 

Now It is proposed to throw an element keeps.” It may be true with reference 
of discord into this sacred relation, to oon- to States; and I do not myself desire that 
stitute the wife a voter in opposition to Pennsylvania should keep company with 
the wishes of her husband, and bring dis- Delaware and her whipping-post, noi 
putes and quarrels into the family. I ut- many other institutions that she now 
terly deny its policy, and for this reason, has ; nor do I desire her to keep company 
if there were no other, I would vote against even with Massachusetts in her free-hold 
the granting of the right of suffrage to qualification, which she still retains, or 
women. the substanG* of it ; nor do I desire her to 

Rut there are other objections of equal keep company with Rhode Island, for al- 
importance. The point of honor in man is though after she incarcerated Dorrwithin 
hravery. Physical ability and courage the walls of her penitentiary she made 
are his distinguishing characteristics. He material changes, which somewhat liber- 
is the natural protector of woman, and the alized her institutions, she still retains 
natural defender of his country’s rights. property qualifications, which are a dis- 
The point of honor in woman is virtue. grace to any republican government. I 
,4 refined nature and a delicate sensi- am not here to allege that Dorr was not 
bility are her distinguishing characters. legally convicted and legally incilrcera- 
Thcsc impart to the many excellencies of ted. The inquiry of the court was, what 
woman the chief charm. I would not was the Constitution of Rhode Island, and 
harden that refined nature, and blnnt what the oflence of Dorr? And under 
that delicate sensibility by conferring up- those inquiries Dorr was legally foUnti 

on woman the right of suffrage, which, if guilt> 7; and that, too, although Dorr, in 
exercised, would compel her to buffet, common with a large, majority of the citi- 
not only with the rougher specimen of zens of Rhode Island, had honestly made 
her own sex, but with vulgar men, in her every possible effort to secure proper and 
effort to reach the election window. To needed reforms; although a Convention 
confer this right would impose upon wo- had been called by the people tonmend 
man the entire change of her dress. She the Constitution, after every elYort had 
would have to assume the Bloomer co+ been made to induce the Legislatnre to 
tume. How could a lady with her trail, call it; after petition after petition had 
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gone up to the Legislature from a ma- 
jority of the citizens of Rhode Island for 
relief from organic laws, which, confin- 
ing the right of suffrage to a very small 
portion of the people, although the Leg- 
islature had turned a deaf ear to these 
petitions ; although a Constitution was 
adopted, and submitted to the people and 
approved by them, and approved, too, 
even by a majority of those entitled to 
vote under their old laws, still it was not 
the ,Constitution of Rhode Island, because 
the Legislature of Rhode Island had not 
called the Convention or sanctioned the 
Constitution thus adopted by the Conveu- 
tlou and approved by the people. And 
therefore Dorr was convicted, sentenced 
and incarcerated. And why i’ Because 
the people could not be permitted to revo- 
lutionize the government. If Rhode lsland 
had been an independent government-if 
she had not been one of the United States- 
think you that Dorr would ever have been 
imprisoned? Not at all. It was the rela- 
tion that Rhode Island bore to the general 
government, and it was the intimation 
that came down from that government 
that the power the United States must 
recognize was old Legislature, not the 
Legislature under the Constitution. And 
therefore it was that the army of Dorr dis- 

* persed, and that he was arrested and im- 
prisoned. The patriot wassuddenly trans- 
formed into the felon. 

Still, Mr. Chairman, that effort at reform 
led to the improvements in the Constitu- 
tion of Rhode Island, but it is still a dis- 
grace to a government calling itself repub- 
lican, and, therefore, I desire that Penn- 
sylvania shall not keep that kind of com- 
pany. There then remains but one other 
State, and that is the,State of Tennessee. 
The only thing 1 admire in the State of 
Tennessee is: That although they have a 
tax qualification as a pm-requisite to the 
right of suffrage, the people have inde- 
pendence of character enough to call it by 
the right name. Some of the five States 
have a dollar tax, but they do not call it 
by the right name. In Tennessee, how- 
ever, they call it just what it is-a poll 
tax. It is the same tax that we have in 
Pennsylvania, and the only difference is 
in amount, Jeve cents and a dollar. The 
amount can make no difference in the 
principle. It is a poll tax in the one case, 
and it is a poll tax in the other. It is a 
personal tax in both cases. Other States 
have a poll tax of a dollar, but Tennessee 
comes up manfully, and calls it by its 
right name to her credit. It will be found 
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that in all these States they have retained 
other property qualifications, which have 
been abandoned in Pennsylvania. We 
have come down to the five cents, and yet 
it is claimed that we should continue to 
retain this pre-requisite to the right of 
suffmge, of which all other States in this 
Union, but those I have alluded to, have 
become ashamed. I have dwelt longer 
upon this section than probabiy I ought, 
but I have dwelt upon it solely from its 
exceeding importance, The report of the 
committee occasions me considerable em- 
barrassment, from the fact that the print- 
ed report has just come to my hands, 
and I have beenuuable to makeauy notes 
upon it. 

A number of the sections have been 
framed for the purpose of preventing 
fraud upon the ballot, and to preserve 
the purity of the elective franchise. The 
principle upon which the Committee on 
Suffrage acted in all these provisions was 
to do all that was absolutely and indispen- 
sably necessary to accomplish these ob- 
jects, and no more. They conceived that 
the preservation of the purity of the bal- 
lot-box, and the honest exercise of the 
right of the elective franchise, lie at the 
very foundation of our institutions, and 
that if they be struck down and corrupted 
by the rogue and villain, we may as well 
surrender our republican government. 
Representation will be a failure. We 
would have misrepresentation, and not 
representation, and therefore the mem- 
bers of the committee were unanimously 
of opinion that whatever is necessary to 
be done must be done, no matter how 
burdensome and inconvenient to accom- 
plish these objects. Although I should 
have greatly preferred to have grouped 
the different sections so as to have spoken 
upon more than one section at a time, 
yet, under the circumstances in which I 
am placed, I shall be compelled to take 
them up separately, and comment upon 
them as I proceed. 

In the first section occurs the following 
sentence : “ Prouided, No naturalized 
citizen shall enjoy the right of an elector 
until one month shall have elapsed from 
the time he becomes a citizen.” In re- 
gard to this portion of the section there 
was at first a great diversity of opinion in 
the committee. Various rimes were 
named. Six months, four mouths, three 
months, twomonths, and one month were 
named, and some of the committee op- 
posed to any time whatever. 

Quite a number would have voted 
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against any time rather than have a long- 
er time than one month. But finally 
the committee almost unanimously 
agreed upon the section as it has been re- 
ported, believing that vigilance will sup- 
ply the lack of time, and that any evils 
which may arise can be corrected. There- 
fore one month was agreed upon almost 
unanimously in committee. The second 
section reads : “All eledions of the citi- 
zens shall be by ballot ; the ballots voted 
may be open or secret, as the electors may 
prefer, and they shall be numbered by 
the election ofilcers when received. Each 
elector shall write his name upon his bal- 
lot, or cause it to be written thereon, and 
attested for him by another elector of the 
district, who shall not be an election offi- 
cer.” When this proposition was first 
mooted in committee it had but few ad- 
vocates. The more it was considered, 
and the greaterthe knowledge acquired 
of the frauds perpetrated in elections, the 
grater seemed the impossibility of guard- 
ing against them in any other possible 
way than this, and the more convinced 
the committee were of the necessity of 
reporting the se&ion as it has. 

In the opinion of the committee this 
section will preserve the secrecy of the 
ballot to as great an extent as is consistent 
with the detectionof fraud. If the frauds 
on the ballot&ox can be detected in any 
other manner than is provided for in this 
section, the committee is not desirous of 
urging upon the Convention its adoption 
as a necessity. The great difficulty in the 
past has been in ascertaining when the 
ballobboxes were produced, where and in 
what manner the frauds had been com- 
mitted. 

It was represented in committee, by 
those who had facilities for obtaining the 
information, that instances are known 
where election ofacers have been bribed 
to allow parties to take the ballot-boxes 
into an adjoining room, change their con- 
tents, or rob them of every vote that had 
been deposited in them. This section 
proposes, therefore, to place the contents 
of the ballot-box in such a condition that 
when opened the officers of the court can 
have the means of detecting whether any 
frauds have been perpetrated upon the 
elective franchise. The committee knew 
of no way by which this could be done 
better than by affording a means under 
which the voter himself could be called 
before the court, and if he could not write, 
a means by which an elector of the;pre- 
cinct or district could be called before the 

court and easily identify every ballot. 
The adoption of this section, it is believed, 
will accomplish this result. Every bal- 
lot can be identified by the elector who 
writes his own name, or by the elector 
who writes the name of another. There 
can be no change made in any of the bel- 
lots for the purpose of committing a 
fraud upon the contents of the boxes 
without prompt means being furnished 
of detecting the fraud. It was argued 
in the committee, and it will, no doubt, 
be argued here, that this will destroy the 
secrecy of the ballot. It will to some ex- 
tent, I admit, and although it has been 
said that the election ofilcers will be able 
to ascertain the nature of the ballot, I do 
not know that this necessarily follows, 
unless the name of the party for whom 
the vote is cast is taken down by the of% 
cers. The number of the ballot will be 
taken down, and by this and its endorse- 
ment it is to be identified. 

It is not at a11 necessary, it seems to 
me, that the contents of the ballot 
should be known to the election officers, 
but if it were, then they could be sworn 
to secrecy. There is no necessity for the 
exposure of the ballot until it comes into 
the court for investigation, and there ne- 
cessity requires the exposure. 

‘6 The Legislature shall enact a uniform 
law for the registration of electors, but no 
elector shall be deprived of the right to 
vote by reason of not being registered.” 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the Chair un- 
derstand the gentleman from Centre to 
desire to go over the whole bill and dis- 
cuss every section? 

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Mr. Chairman : I 
want to give the reasons which induced 
the committee to make these changes. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has no 
wish to confine the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on SuflYage, Election and Repre- 
sentation to the discussion of the first 
section unless objection is made. If it is 
the wish of the committee to allow the 
gentleman from Centre the privilege of 
discussing the entire report the Chair has 
no objection. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. Chairman: 
Will the gentleman from Centre give way 
a moment? I think that the chairman of 
the Committee on Suffrage, Election and 
Representation should have the pririlego 
of explainjng his full report, and I sub- 
mit to my friend, the gentleman from Dela- 
ware, (Mr. Broomall,) that he withdraw 
his amendment, for the present, for the 
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purpose of letting the gentleman from 
Centre proceed. 

Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. Chairman : That 
camlot be done now, but, as I understand 
the rules, the chairman of any chmmittee 
has a perfect right to explain his whole 
report, and go over the whole subject in 
committee of the whole. 

The CHAIRACAN. The Chair will give 
the gentleman from Centre that privilege 
unless some gentleman makes objection. 

Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. Chairman : I sug- 
gest that, by the rules, he is entitled to it 
anyhow. 

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Mr. Chairman: I 
certainly have no disposition to trespass 
upon the attention of this Convention. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires the 
gentleman to understand that the Chair 
has no desire to stop him at all, and would 
prefer him to go on. The statement was 
made to the Chair, by some gentleman 
on the floor, that the chairman of the 
Committee on Suffrage, Eleatlon and 
Representation was discussing the whole 
bill. 

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Therefore, Mr. Chair- 
man, I suggested that the amendment be 
withdrawn, because I saw the embarrass- 
ment in which I would be placed by it. 
I conceived it to be my duty to make 
these explanations, and therefore felt 
embarrassed by the position in which the 
amendment placed me. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Centre will go on unless he is checked. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. Chairman: I 
desire to ask the gentleman from Centre 
if the Committee on Suffrage, Election 
and Representation have considered viva 
vote voting as a means of preventing 
frauds at elections. 

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Mr. Chairman : The 
Committee considered the question of 
viva vote voting very fully. Indeed, my 
recollection is that there was no member 

’ of the committee who, when the subject 
was before it, did not share in the discus- 
sion of the subject. But there were so 
many objections raised to it that it was 
thought inexpedient to report a section 
incoporating that idea. I do not thmk it 
necessary that I should occupy the time 
of the committee on that subject, as my 
colleagues can answer any argument of 
my friend from Philadelphia, (Mr. Wood- 
ward,) or any other gentleman who pro- 
poses that view. 

To return to the subject of the registra- 
tion of voters. Evils have existed, in 
times that are past, growing out of our 

registration laws. And yet it was deemed 
essential, indispensable, that a registry 
should be made of the electors, with the 
view of affording the citizens of a district 
an opportunity of inquiring into the 
places of residence of the proposed elec- 
tors. The time, as many other things in 
all these other sections reported by the 
committee, is left to the Legislature. 
There is no one thing in our report that l 

does not require legislation. The com- 
mittee did not consider themselves as 
codifiers. 

They simply establish certain principles 
to be carried out by the Legislature, by 
enactment of laws under these requisi- 
tions, and all that they required in this 
was a registration of the voters, with a 
view of furnishing that information 
which is indispensable to the detection of 
frauds at a coming election. But while 
this .registration was thus conceded to be 
necessary, it was unanimously decided, 
in committee, that it should not deprive, 
as in the past it has deprived, men other- 
wise qualilled to vote, of their right to do 
so, and therefore the above provision. 

Then comes the se&ion in reference to 
the bribing of voters, the giving or offer- 
ing to give to #an elector any money or 
consideration for his vote, or for its with- 
holding at an election. The section is a 
little more voluminous than the commit- 
tee could have desired, and yet it seemed 
to be necessary that it should be so ex- 
tended to meet every possible case. It is 
not necessary that I should go into the 
verbage of this section. It may be 
amended with advantage, but it seemed 
indispensably necessary to throw this 
shield around the exercise of the right of 
suffrage. It was stated in committee, by 
many members of the committee, that in 
many counties in the interior of the State 
the purchasing of votes, in closely con- 
tested districts and closely contested coun- 
ties, has been and is a common practice, 
and that the price of votes have ranged 
from five to fifty dollars. Acting upon 
this information, and upon this basis, the 
committee reported this section as indis- 
pensablynecessary to the protection of the 
the honest voter, disfranchising the per- 
petrator of the wrong,who, in these words, 
“shall thereby forfeit the right to vote at 
such election.” 

Then came the question, shall he be 
pardoned by an Executiv,e whose office 
was secured, perhaps, by the very fraud ? 
Shall the Executive have the right to par- 
don? No gentleman on the committee 
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him in a situation in which he would not 
be likely to obtain a pardon improperly. 

and no one in this assembly, could pre- 
tend that he should. Then should he be 
forever deprived of the right of suffrage, 
without the hope of relief, no matter 
what the circumstances? Were we had 
two alternatives-leaving to the Execu- 
tive the pardon of his own accomplices, if 
yc~u please, or depriving him forever of 
the right to vote. It seemed to the corn- * 
mitttee that the provision with which this 
section condudes would meet that fully, 
“shall thereby forfeit the right to vote at 
sbtclr election, and any elector whose right 
to vote shall be challenged for such cause 
before the eleotiqn officers shall be re- 
quired to swear or affirm that the matter 
of the challenge is untrue before his vote 
shall be received.” 

I thought it was a proviso, but I mis- 
stated. I beg the pardon of the Conven- 
tion. That is another section. I was speak- 
ing of the p’roviso in another section-I 
thought it was in this. 

I have a word further to say upon the 
section under consideration. It was con- 
ceded that the right which was forfeited 
by this section could not be tried at the 
election board. There was no one could 
pretend that it should. But where the 
right is challenged on that ground, it was 
thought right to put the manwho claimed 
the exercise of that right upon his oath 
as to the truth or falsity of the cause of 
challenge. If he swear that the subject 
matter of the challenge is false, then he 
votes. No matter how the fact may be, 
he votes. But he is liableto the painsand 
penalties of perjury in a future prosecu- 
tion if he swear falsely. It leaves him in 
hands of the law, but his right to vote 
shall not be further inquired into at that 
poll. This seemed to the comlllittee to be 
right. 

“Every person convicted of anyfraudu- 
lent violation of the election laws shall be 
deprived of the right of suffrage, but 
such right, in any particular case, may be 
restored by an act of the Legislature, two- 
thirds of eachHouse consenting thereto.” 
This is the provision to which I alluded in 
mistake. It was thought, for the reasons 
that I havd given, and I will not repeat 
them, that this was the best disposition to 
be made with reference to pardon. That 
it should first be au act of the Legislature, 
requiring the assent of the Governor, and 
that it should also require two-thirds of 
each IIouse before the pardons could be 
granted. It would not place the fraudu- 
lent voter, whether guilty or innocent, be- 

Then, as to withholding testimony : “In 
cases of contested elections no person 
shall be permitted to withhold his testi- 
mony upon the ground that it may crlmi- 
nate himself, or subject him to public in- 
f&may, but such testimony shall not after- 
ward be used against him in any judicial 
proceedings.” It was thought that the 
nature of this crime and its character, as 
strikingat tbevery lifeof our institutions, 
at that which we hold most dear, at that 
onwhichall our institutions depend, justi- 
fy the people in requiring a voter to telI 
what he knew about fraudsat an election. 
And therefore it was that we compel all 
who participate in these frauds to testify. 
h’ow it was said, and it will be said, that 
you cannot depend upon the testimony of 
men who are guilty of these crimes. I 
admit that those who purchase votes at 
the election polls, to turn a doubtful con- 
test and secure a victory in a doubtful dis- 
trict, cannot be depended upon. But the 
masses who come in from the country 
roundcan be.Wehadevidence that twenty 
five farmers corn0 in at one election poll, 
and take compensation for their votes at 
an election held in the last vear, and these 
men would not swear to a lie. Theywere 
induced thus to act undor the belief that 
they might just as well make some money 
out of this thing as anybody else. With- 
out reflecting on the enormity of thecrime 
they come in and take the money, but if 
called up to testify in an investigation of 
the fraud, they wou,d still testify to the 
trutb,ifrelievedfrom thepressuro brought 
to bear upon them by those who seduced 
them from the path of virtue, and who 
now come to theni and say, “if you testi- 
fy, if you open yonr mouth upon this sub- 
ject, youwil1 be in prison within an hour, 
and in the penitentiary before a year.” 

It is this threat thus made to the man 
who has been seduced that prevents the 
detection and punishment of these frauds, 
and by removing the penalty, by taking 
this instrument out of the hands of the 
villain, will secure his conviction and his 
punishment, and prevent the frauds so 
common upon the elective franchise. 

I will now refer to the provision relar- 
ing to the election of managers and direc- 
tors of incorporated colnpanies--private 
corporations. 

Although there wcro differences of opin- 
ion in reference to this mode of election, 
the free vote in its application to general 

yond the hope of relief, but it would place elections, there was no diflerence in the 



CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 533 

committee in reference to its application 
to private corporations. There are great 
evils to be remedied in these corpora- 
tions, whether banks or railroads, or any 
other corporations. The securing of a 
mere majority of the stock at present 
enables the majority to rule the minor- 
ity of the stockholders with an iron 
hand, and in any of these corporations, 
whether solvent or insolvent, the custom 
of certain individuals, including the offi- 
cers, for they are always the creatures of 
the majority of the stockholders, the prac- 
tice has been to secure a mere majority of 
the stock, and securing that, to secure all 
the directors, and then to govern the insti- 
tution and to do it absolutely and to the 
injury of the minority of the stockholders. 
‘Llris was felt to be a great evil. It was 
so felt in Illinois prior to the adoption of 
her Const,itution, and therefore she put in 
this provision, which is said to have 
worked well there. This section is copied 
from the Illinois Constitution upon this 
subject. It merely enables the minority 
of the stockholders tosecure a representa- 
tion for themselves by eumulacing their 
votes, and casting them for just as many 
directors or managers as they can elect. 

Under the presentsystem they arecom- 
pelled to east their votes for so many that 
they can elect none. 

All that is provided for by this provision 
is that unjust requisition shall be re- 
moved; that every stockholder shall be 
allowed to cumulate his votes and cast 
them all for one, or cast them all for two, 
or cast them all for any number that can 
be elected by those who act with him. 
There will always be a minority in the 
board, but the views of the minority will 
be heard then and there. If there be frauds 
perpetrated by the officers, or if there he 
frauds connived at by the managers of the 
road, the representatives of the minority 
may be cognizant of it. It cannot be done 
without their kuowing it. Now it can be 
done without their knowledge. What can 
a stockholder, who has not participated in 
the election of directors, who has been cut 
off from being heard at all, who has uo re- 
presentation, what can he know of the 
transactions of the board of directors? 
Nothing at all. But if you give to the mi- 
nority the power of electing an epitome of 
themselves, men whowill represent them, 
then they will be heard ; they will have 
a voice in the board, and they will have 
means which they do not now have. 

It was for these reasons that this just 
provisionoommendeditself toevery mem- 

ber of the committee who was present at 
the time, and when the question was 
voted upon the committee was full or 
nearly so. I believe a minority report has 
been made in reference to this by one 
member who was not present when this 
matter was discussed. 

The next and last section, Mr. Chair- 
man, is for the relief of cities, and espe- 
cially for the relief of the city of Philadel- 
phia, for it was not urged for any other 
city. There was an indisposition in the 
committee to countenance or connive at 
any local laws. It was thought best that 
we should have general laws, and there- 
fore this provision. 

‘1 Wards of cities or boroughs, and town- 
ships, shall form or be divided into elec- 
tion districts of compact and contiguous 
territory, in such manner as the coarts ot 

common pleas of the city or county in 
which the same are located may direct. 
Provided, That all districtsin cities of over 
one hundred thousand inhabitants shall 
be divided by t.he courts of common pleas 
of said city, whenever the preceding elec- 
tion shows the polling of more than two 
hundred votes.” . 

u Shall be divided by the courts of com- 
monpleas.” Thegentlemenwhorepresen- 
ted Philadelphia in the committee unani- 
mouslyagree that this power could bewell 
deposited in the courts of common pleas, 
and they doubted the expediency of pla- 
cing it anywhere else. Theyinsisted upon 
the requisition that the polling of two 
hundred votes shall require a division of 
the precinct, in order to bring the precinct 
into such limited bounds that they cau 
be enabled to :guard against and detect 
fraud upon the elective franchise. Indeed, 
it was insisted by one gentleman in the 
eommittee,who represented Philadelphia, 
that instead of two hundred it should 
have been one hundred, and that one hun- 
dred was necessary to secure the result at 
which ae alL aimed ; but upon further 
consideration he agreed to make it two 
hundred. But this would not do for tbn 
country. Our election districts in the 
country are generally townships, and fre- 
quently poll four or tive hundred votes, 
and therefore, to make the provision uni- 
form, it was left at the discretion of the 
courts, on the application of citizens whose 
interests were to be affected by it. 

I have thus summarily gone over the 
report, not as I desired, not as I should 
have done if time had been afforded me 
for collating the sections, and concentra- 
ting my remarks upon certain defects. 
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The consideration of this report at this 
time was unexpected to me, because 1 
knew that it had not been printed. I 
supposed that no member of the Conven- 
tion would call it up and urge it on until 
the members had had an opportunity of 
reading and comparing the sections re- 
ported, each one of which bears upon an- 
other. Of the provisions to protect tho 
ballot box and guard against fraud, no 
single one will reach the evil, or prevent 
the fraud. We hope’that, taken togeth,er, 
and taken in connection with sections 
that this committee hope yet to report, 
the desired end can be accomplished. 

do any good, but according to the rules, 
as I understand them, it cannot be done ; 
and besides that it is not in his way. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Chairman : Before 
the chairman rose to explain the different 
sections of this report, I madeasuggestion 
that we postpone action upon this first 
section until we had the report of the mi- 
nority of the committeeupon the question 
of striking out the word ‘* male.” 

If it is the sense of the Convention now 
I move that the committee rise, report 
progress and ask leave to sit again. 

The motion was not agreed to. 
kfr.CanrPBE~L. Then1 do not wish to- 

&y to enter into a discussion of the single 
question now before the Convention to 
strike out the word “male” from this 
section. I wish to have the consideration 
of the matter postponed in an informal 
way, if the committee so desire, until to- 
morrow, and that the debate shall con- 
tinue upon. the remaining parts of this 
section, so that it will not be brought to a 
vote to-day, upon striking out this word 
(‘male.” We desire to have a fuller meet- 
ing of this committee, and as there will be 
a number of gentlemen who will desire 
to address the committee on this subject, 
we would prefer to have the discussion 
come up to-morrow, when we shall have 
a fuller attendance. We shall then be 
ready to proceed. If now in order, I shall 
proceed to the discussion of some of the 
other points of this section. 

The CHAIRNAN. The Chair has so inti- 
mated to the gentleman. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. That will answer my 
purpose just as well. Several of us in the 
committee were of the opinion that a two 
months’ residence qualification of an elec- 

_ tor in the immediate election precinct was 
too long. The committee finally agreed 
to report the time of two months. Some 
of us, myself at any rate, intended, in the 
committee of the whole, and I shall do so 
as soon asit isin order, to move an amend- 
ment, to make that one month instead ot 
two. My reasons for that are these : There 
is another section of the report that pro- 
vides for very small election precincts in 
cities of large population, election pre- 
cincts containing two hundred electors, 
and when an election shows that over two 
hundred votes have been polled in an 
election precinct, it shall be the duty of 
the proper authorities to sub-divide that 
precinct. If a provision of this kind is 
adopted, making the immediate election 
districts very small, there is no necessity 
for the requirement of two months’ rcsi- 
dence in that precinct. The object of a 
qualification as to residence at all is for 
the purpose of identifying the voters who 
present thernselvcs at the polls of the dis- 
trict and ask to vote. 

X-ow if there are small election yre- 
cincts provided for, as I hope there wil, 
be, two months’ residence will be too long, 
because it is, in the first place, unnocessa- 
ry, the provision requiring small pro- 
cincts allowing every voter in the pi-c- 
cinct to be identified either by the election 
officers or by some other elector in the 
precinct. I am willing that a residence 
qualification of some kind shoulcl be 
adopted, but 1 think that going beyxd 
one month is entirely unnecessary, and is 
too great a restriction upon the rights of 
electors, and especially upon the rights of 
poor men. It is a well known fact that 
in large cities, and especially in Philadel- 
phia, with which 1 am more especially 
familiar, there arc numbers of poor men 
continually removing from one precinct 
to another, and as we have in Philadelphia 
no specific time of the year, as they have 
in some sections of the State, in which re- 
movals will take place, the consequence 
is that poor men are compelled to move 
in every month of the year. They are 
frequently compelled to move a short 

The CKAInnfhN. The nrst section? 
Mr. CAnfPmzLL. Yes, sir. Is it in or- 

der now to proceed to the discussion of 
some oi the other points of that section ? 

The CIIAIRMAN. Certainly; the first 
section can bo discussed fully ; any por- 
tion of it. 

Mr. BROOMALL. 1 would suggest to the 
gentleman that every part of the first set- 
tion is before the committee. There are 
several questions in it that will require 
discussion to-day. I would accommodate 
the gentleman by the withdrawal of my 
amendment if it could be done, or could time previous to the election, and out of 
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the utmost necessity. Sometimes a poor 
man will have to work in a certain section 
of the city, engaged there, perhaps, in a 
manufactory of some sort, and will re- 
quire his residence to be changed, per- 
haps, but a few weeks before the day of 
election ; by an absolute necessity of life 
he is compelled to remove to some other 
section of the city, in order that his resi- 
dence may be near some other manufac- 
tory in which he hasobtalned work. Such 
men are not counted by the dozens or 
scores but by,the hundreds and thousands, 
and they are moving in every month in 
the year. Therefore, I take it that if you 
have a residence qualification of too great 
a length of time, as two months will prove 
to be for that class of persons, you pram- 
tically disfranchise a very large number 
of people of the city of Philadelphia, and 
of other cities. I say you practically dis- 
franchise them, you absolutely deprive 
them of the right to vote, just because 
they are so poor and so unfortunate that 
they are forced to change their places of 
dwelling within two months of election 
day. To use a familiar example, taking 
the election precincts of Philadelphia, we 
find that at every election, even with the 
ten days’ qualification, you find numbers 
of poor men and others are practically dis- 

‘franchised, because they have been com- 
pelled to remove their residence within 
the prescribed ten days. With our old 
Constitution I hold that it was right to re- 
quire some short residence qualification 
for a voter; and that there should be a 
very few disfranchised, as few as it was 
possible to be so, consistent with the good 
of the whole community. But the mo- 
ment you get beyond the ten days, or the 
month-I am willing to accept a month- 
the wrong is extended to a large number. 
You are disfranohislng, under the old 
Constitution, only the few that move with- 
in the ten days; but if you extend the 
time beyond a month, or up to two, three 
or six months, as some gentlemen favor, 
you disfranchise a large number of citi- 
zens whom you have no right to disfran- 
chise. We have to look not only to the 
purification of the elections but to see 
that we do not disfranchise a large num- 
ber of men who are so poor that they can- 
not live in one place for a long time. 

I say it is not fair nor just. We must 
not look to the convenience merely of the 
rich people of the community, or the peo- 
ple who have fixed residences, and those 
who remain for years in the same dis- 
tict, for years in the same house. We 

must look to the rights of the poorest 
class of the people, who are really the 
greatest number of the people. The 
point to be attained is to identify the 
voters at the several precincts, and to pre- 
vent the frauds of colonization, false per- 
sonations, voting of repeaters, &o., of 
which we so loudly complain, and which 
are the crying evils of these times. But 
identification of the voter can be accom- 
plished, not so much by the fixing of a 
time of residence, but more successfully 
and more perfectly by having small elec- 
tion precincts, bringing every voter 
down, as it were, to the acquaintanceship 
of his neighbors. If you have small elec- 
tion precincts, what will be the effect? A 
man comes up to vote; the election ofii- 
cers are there ; some citizens of the pre- 
cinct are around the polls; and it will 
not be one case in a thousand where the 
voter will not be personally known to 
somebody there. 

Therefore I hope that, when the vote 
comes to be taken on this question, the 
committee will consider the serious mat- 
ter of the disfranchisement of this large 
olassof personsof whom I havespokemand 
that the time will not be fixed at more 
than one month. This committee should 
take into consideration whether the real 
practical way of getting at and prevept- 
ing the frauds that are now perpetrated 
would not be to have small election pre- 
cincts, with a limited time of residence- 
not too long to work injustice, but long 
enough to take away the restrictions 
from honest voting-abolishing all unjust 
registry laws, and other laws that, prac- 
tically, disfranchise a great many of the 
people. 

I will not speak further to-day on the 
subject of this section. I have some 
further remarks to make about the pro- 
viso to the section, and I wish also to be 
heard upon the question of striking out 
the word ‘Qnale,” for which I am in favor. 
As I have stated I presented a minority re- 
port favoring that idea, signed by three 
members of the committee. I wish, and 
theyallprobablywish,asanumberofother 
gentlemen doubtless wish, to be heard on 
the subject, and I would wish, therefore, 
that the vote be not taken on this subject 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Chairman : The im- 
mediate proposition before the committee 
is to strike out the word “male” in the 
section as it has been reported by the 
Committee on Suffrage. I propose to vote 
against thisamendment, and before doing 
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SO I desire to give the rensnns wh,y I shall exercise of this right is the f.lct thlt very 
s3 vot,e. I am entirely willin g that this mzn,y of our b& citizens, who h,tve the 
question shall be submitted to the vote of right to vote, refrain from attendin:; the 
the people, in order to determinewhether elections, and bad men are c?nrfantIy 
this word shall remain in or be stricken elected to office m consequence of their 
from the article of suffrage in the Con- neglect in the performance of this duty. 
stitution, before it becomes the organic If the election returns of our Comrunn- 
law of the State, but as a representa- wealth, for a series of years, arc exam- 
tive upon this floor, I cannot, and will ined, it will be found from the c&~ugesin 
not vote to submit a Constitution to them the number of vote3 cast at various elec- 
without the word “male,” or its equiva- tions that in the very nature of things 
lent, in its suffrage art&e, thus giving the there must be a very large proportion of 
right of suffrage to all ciasses of citizens, the citizens of the Commonwealth who 
irrespectiveof sex. It has been claimed by scarcely ever attempt to vote. A very 
very many distinguished gentlemen that large percentage, I suppose I may say 
the right to vote is an absolute right be- from twenty-five to thirty per cent., 
longing to a freeman, and it is just at this and yet these very citizens who fail to 
point that I desire to take issue with aCtend the elections are the first to com- 
them. I hold, althoughitmayseemsingu- plain of the nomination and election of 
lar, that no man has an inalienable right bad men to office. If a bad man is nomi- 
to vote because he lives in a free country, 
here or elsewhere. 

nated and elected they are the first to raise 
It does not belong to their voices in indignation, but yet they 

him of right. It is simply a privilege are the men who bring about this very re- 
conferred upon the voter by the organic sult by failing to attend the primary elec- 
law of the State, or by thesupreme power tions in the first place, and the general 
for the purpose of securing the best inter- elections when improper candidates are 
ests of the whole number. placed in office. 

The supreme power of the State decides Is it to be presumed that if the right of 
that certain persons only shall vote, and suffrage was extended to entire families 
at the same time prescribes certain quali- of our citizens it would have the effect of 
fications of age, mental or educational ca- bringmg any greater proportion of voters 
pacity. If the word “male” is stricken to the polls during times of election than 
out of the section, it will read that every is now the case? I think not, and I fear 
citizen of the United States, without re- that instead of securing good results to 
gard to sex, shall have the right to vote if the body politic, the extension of the 
they come within the remaining provisions right of suffrage would only add more 
of the section, and to that I am opposed. corruption to that already in existence. 
I am opposed to it because I believe it It would only increase the number of 
would be impracticable. .In addition to those who do not exercise the right to vote 
the opinion expressed by the chairman of intelligently. I feel convinced that every 
the committee that originated this article, member upon this floor must admit that 
when he addressed the committee and there is truth and some degree of force in 
spoke of the danger of bringing discord these views. I am entirely willing, as I 
into households by the adoption of such a have said, to submit this distinct question 
provision in the Constitution there are to the people, but I shall vote against 
other reasons whg I shall vote against the striking out the word “male7 in the sec- 
pending proposition. 1 consider that very tion reported by the committee. If the 
many intelligent and high-toned women citizens of this State are in favor of wo- 
in the State claim the ri+: and desire to man duffrage they can so decide, by their 
exercise the right of sutfrage. I fear that votes, when this independent question is 
if the right of the elective franchise was submitted to them; but if they are op- 
conferred upon the women of the State posed to this extension of the right of the 
that it would be exercised mainly bv the elective franchise, I submit that it ought 
degraded, the vicious and the corrupt. not to be imposed upon them, and if sub- 
The women who cared nothing for their mitted as a part of the Constitution, 
characters would be the ones to rush to might result in the rejection of the entire 
the polls, while the refined women of instrnment. 
households, the mothers of families, would Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. Chairman: I 
remain at home arid permit the election move to amend the tirst section, by striking 
to go by default. One of the principle ob- out the word “male,” in the first line, and 
jectionable features that exists now in the inserting the word “freeman.” 
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Mr. Chairman, I desire merely to call 
t.he attention of the committee to the fact 
that this amendment will relieve the Con- 
vention from the necessity of voting di- 
rectly on the proposition to strike out the 
word “male,” and supplants the expres- 
sion used by the committee in their re- 
port by the exact word used by the fra- 
mers of the Constitution of 1837. I prefer 
the expression in the old Constitution my- 
self. I do not desire to enter into an argn- 
ment upon this subject. I have no special 
argument to make. It seems to me quite 
proper to avoid, if possible, insulting un- 
necessarily the very large and respectable 
portion of the community who have ad- 
dressed this Convention in behalf of fe- 
male snffmge. I do not care to express 
my views upon this subject at this time, 
but it seems to me that the insertion of 
of the word “male” in the section at this 
time is a direct fling at this intelligent 
portion of our citizens. We can relieve 
ouraalevos, I think, from any charge of a 
want of respect in this connection by 
adopting, in lien of that expression, the 
precise expression which was used in the 
old Constitution of 1837, and the Constitn- 
tion of the United States. Therefore I am 
in favor of the word “freeman,” instead 
of the word “male.” 

Mr. MANTOR. Mr. Chairman : I have 
listened, with much interest, to the re- 
marks of the honorable chairman (Mr. 
M’ Allister) of the Committee on Suffrage, 
Election and Representation ; also to the 
remarks of the gentleman from Phila- 
delphia (Mr. Simpson.) I must confess 
while I find many things to approve in 
this report, I feel it due to a certain class 
in this Commonwealth, that they shall 
have a fair hearing before this Conven- 
tion, and before that tribunal which will 
sit in judgment on the work we are doing 
here. Difficulties formerly existed in 
framing or altering Constitutions with 
regard to the word “white.” This is par- 
ticularly true of almost all the northern 
and western States, but that difficulty 
was removed by a proolamation of the 

, President of the United States, and the 
war power of the Government. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, as the result of the 
war and the emancipation proclamation, 
every male citizen of this country has the 
right to vote, for in every State the word 
‘6 white” has been stricken from the Con- 
stitution, and there remainsnow theother 
word “male” in this report, which has, 
to-day, for the first time, come before the 
Convention for discussion in this report. 

I cannot believe that the granting of all 
the privileges of suffrage to the members 
of families, without respect to sex, in this 
broad land, will produce the result which 
has been predicted upon this door. 

I did not propose, in rising, to discuss 
this question. I am perfectly willing to 
vote upon the proposition as it has been 
presented by the committee; but when 
the time arrives I shall exercise my right 
to express my sentiments fearlessly in re- 
gard to this question. I intand at that 
time to advocate the submission of this 
question of female suffrage in a separate 
proposition to the people of this Common- 
wealth, inorder that they may themselves 
determine to whom this r@t of the elect- 
ive franchise shall be extended, for I be- 
lieve in the people, and can trust in their 
intelligence to make all things right in 
the end. 

Mr. MACCONNELL. Mr, Chairman: I 
was heartily in favor of this section of the 
article reported by the Committee on Snf- 
frage, as it stood before the amendment 
was proposed by the gentleman from In- 
diana (Mr. Harry White.) I think his 
amendment is an excellent suggestion, 
and I shall vote for the se&ion without 
any reference whatever to the question of 
female suffrage. 

I shall vote for submitting the question 
of female suffrage as a separate proposi- 
tion, if it is untrammelled with anything 
else, eitherto the voterswhohave the right 
to vote under our present Constitution, if 
it so pleases the Convention, or to them 
and the females who are over the age of 
twenty-one, and who are citizens of the 
United Skates, and have resided within 
this State the time required by the pres- 
ent Constitution. I would do that, if for 
nothing else, t.o quiet the agitation on the 
subject. It has been agitated for years, 
and it is being agitated more and more 
every year. It will have to be met some 
time. If we do not meet it, it will have 
to be met within a very few years by some 
other body. I would meet it in the way I 
have expressed. I would send it to the 
people, and if they want female suffrage 
I would allow them to say so. I would 
be satisfied with either. At the same 
time I am free to say that if it is snbmitted 
to us in Convention for a direct vote, I 
shall vote in favor of the females having 
the right of sntlrage. 

I would do so for a good many reasons 
that I could state, but which I will not 
recite now. I have never been able to 
see the consistency, Mr. Chairman, of al- 
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lowing an Irishman or an Englishman to 
come to this country, it may be out of the 
poor-house, the alms-house, the jail or 
the penitentiary, if they have penitentia- 
ries over there, and when he has been 
here five years get naturalized, go to the 
polls .and vote. But if Queen Victoria 
were to come here, get naturalized, and 
go to an election and offer to vote, she 
would be hurried away. This may be 
right, it may be consistent, it may be 
reasonable,,bnt I confess I cannot see it. 
I would believe that if Queen Victoria 
has capacity enough to govern the Brit- 
ish Empire, there would not be much 
danger in allowing her, if she would come 
to this country, renounce her allegiance 
to her own government and swear alle- 
giance to this country, the same right of 
s&rage that we give to one of her male 
subjects. May be I am mistaken, but 
that is the way I look at it. 

Rome of the ablest monarchs that ever 
ruled in Europe have been women. Eliza- 
beth, of England, Catharine, of Russia, 
and Maria Theresa were rnlersof great 
ability and acknowledged power, whose 
countries prospered under their guidance. 
If women have capacity sufficient to gov- 
ern -huge empires, and to govern them 
well, I would say that they are fit to vote 
at a township election. That is the way it 
strikes me, and therefore I say if it is 
the will of this Convention to submit the 
question as to whether females shall vote 
at elections, Ishallvote for it, because you 
know we are all sovereigns in this part of 
the world, and all stand on an equality 
with the monarchs of Europe, so that the 
females, as I take it, stand on alevel with 
the female monarchs there. If you apply 
the same argument here that is applied to 
them there I think that we will run no 
risk about degrading the morals of the 
females who would like to vote at elec- 
tions. There has been a great deal said 
on the subject of womanly degredation 
as the result of participation in QleCtiOXIY, 
but I see no force in the suggestion. I have 
never seen anything about elections in 
our part of the State that would utterly cor- 
rupt or degrade females who would desire 
to participate in them. It may be that my 
observation has been narrow;that it has 
been one-sided, or that it has uot been 
sufficient to enable me to form a correct 
judgment, bnt that is the way the propo- 
sition looks to me. 

I could offer other reasons in support of 
female suffrage, and in fact could extend 
my remarks in regard to this matter al- 

most indefinitely. But I shall not do it ; 
I do not think it is necessary. I merely 
rose to explain the vote that I shall give, 
and to state some of the reasons that move 
me to give that vote. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Chairman : I had not 
intended to take any part in this disons- 
sion, designing simply to vote without 
any comments whatever, trusting to my 
general course in this Convention to ex- 
plain my vote upon this subject, but the 
debate has so shaped itself that I desire to 
make a few remarks at this juncture., 

I propose to vote for this section as it 
stands, not because I approve of it entire- 
ly, but because it has received the consid- 
eration of an important committee of this 
body, a committee of various shades of 
opinion. They have agreed to it, and we 
shall have to agree to some section of this 
kind. I have no doubt that we are as well 
represented in that committee as we can 
be, and I am willing to accept their re- 
port ; but I am not willing to take it for 
the reasons which the chairman of that 
committee, the gentleman from Centre, 
(Mr. M’Allister,) has this morning given 
in its favor. When I listened to him I 
thought of the advice given by an old 
counsellor at law to a young student in 
his office who wasabont to leave. Said the 
connsellor to him: “ I want now to give 
you a little additional pieceof advice that 
I have not given you in the coume of your 
studies. Very likely you will be so fortu- 
nate as to be appointed to a position upon 
the bench before a great many years, and 
I want to urge upon you this point: 

*Never give any reasons for your decisions, 
for while I think your decisions will be 
generally right, I am very much afraid 
that the reasons you would give for them 
would be very frequently wrong.” 
[Laughter.] Now I accept the decision 
which the chairman of the Committee on 
Suil’rage, Election and Representation has 
made in giving this section to us, but I 
dissent entirely from the reasons he has 
presented for so doing. His decision is 
right, but I think his reasons are decided- 
ly wrong. 

I shall vote against the amendment and 
against the amendment to the amend- 
ment, and to retain this word “ male” as 
it stands. While I am myself in favor of 
extending to all persons in the Common- 
wealth, of equal character and conditions, 
the right of suffrage, and always have 
been, I understand that my duty here is 
not to vote my own personal convictions 
into the Constitution of Pennsylvania, but 
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Do represent, so far as1 can, what I believe 
to be the sentiments of the people. I have 
opposed some other provisions reported 
here by committees, because I believed 
they did not do that. They did not 
put into the sections which they report- 
ed the convictions of the people, but 
put in their own, and they asked us to 
Vote upon our own personal convictions 
rather than to represent the people. Now 
I believe that the people of Pennsylvania 
have asked for no change in this respect, 
and that they do ask for the precise lan- 
guage of this part of the section under 
consideration. The committee have fairly 
and properly refleoted the sentiment of 
the people of Pennsylvania in the opening 
words of this first section : ‘6 Every male 
citizen of the United States,” kc., and be- 
cause they have reflected the wish of 
the people, as I understand it, I will vote 
for the section, although my own per- 
sonal convictions are that it is wrong, and 
that no man can giv-e a good reason why 
he should have the right to vote and at the 
same time exclude his equal associate, 
who happens to be a woman, from the 
same right. 

I have never heard a good reason given 
for this distinotion, but I think, IMr. 
Chairman, that some of those given this 
morning are the poorest I ever listened 
to. One was because of the long trains to 
their dresses. Why, sir, we do not think 
that a trailing dress unfits. woman for 
many other duties which, it seems to me, 
are quite as difficult to perform as the act 
of voting. It has been said that they will 
have to change their entire costume. If 
there is any force in that objection, if that 
statement has any weight in it whatever, 
I am unable to see it. Just as if trains 
qualified or disqualified anybody from 
discharging this duty! It is said that 
every male is to have the right to vote, 
and that it is a disgraceful condition to 
say that he shall be required to pay a tax 
to the Commonwealth. Yet a woman is 
to be excluded from voting simply be- 
cause her dress does not happen to suit 
the taste of gentlemen. I saw, a few 
nights ago, in the Academy of Music, 
about eight hundred of these trains that 
the gentleman from Centre (Mr. M’Allis- 
ter) says could not get to an election win- 
dow without fifteen men tramping on each 
one-1 saw eight hundred of them on the 
floor at the same time, with eight hun- 
dred partners, going gracefully through 
the many changes of the witching dance. 
It seemed to me that they covered the 

entire floor, but they somehow managed 
to keep step to the music, for two or three 
hours, with these trains, and I heard of 
no accident. [Laughter.] If they can go 
through such miracles as that seemed to 
me to be, with no accident occurring, 
surely they could go safely to the polls 
and vote. There is absolutetly nothing 
in that reason. It is unworthy of being 
put forth as an argument. 

It was simply because of the reasons 
given for excluding them from the exer- 
cise of the right of suffrage that I rose to 
make these remarks. Being upon the 
floor I have another word or two to say 
upon this subject. I shall vote for this pro- 
vision, as it stands, for the same reason 
that I voted against other reports of com- 
mittees that were made heretofore; for 
the same reason that I voted against fix- 
ing a uniform day for holding the spring 
elections. I confidently assert the peo- 
ple did not ask for any such change as 
that, and it ought not to have been put m 
the Constitution. So the people did not 
ask to have the right of suffrage extended 
to women, and therefore that should 
not go into the Constitution. The people 
did not ask for it, and it is our business 
to reform only such existing evils as the 
people have demanded, and to allow the 
present Constitution to remain as it is 
when there is no call for a change. In 
my opinion this Convention has commit- 
ted a blunder in departing from that rule 
of action, and I was very glad, the other 
day, to see some disposition to return to it 
in the question in relation to the salaries 
of the members of the Legislature. 

The delegates returned to common sense 
upon thab question, and struck out the 
section as reported by the Committee on 
Legislature, because it was a departure 
frotn the rule that I have laid down that 
we ought to follow. The Committee on 
Suffrage, in the section now being dis- 
cussed, have made a change in the pres- 
ent Constitution, in taking away the ad- 
jective “heretofore” preceding the word 
male, in compliance with the demand of 
public sentiment of the State. They have 
made another change in regard to the 
question of taxes. It is doubtful whether 
such ohange was called for or not, but it is 
not a matter of very great importance. 
Hence I will vote for the section. I am 
opposed to the suggestions made by the 
gentleman from Philadelphia,(Mr. Camp- 
bell,) in relation to the question of resi- 
deuce, and in favor of allowing this sec- 
tion to stand as it is, allowing a residence 
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of two months; for I assert that out of 
this question of residence, as it has stood 
in the Constitution heretofore, there has 
been great opportllnity for fraud, and I 
believe great fraudshave been perpetrated, 
simply because of laxity we have had in 
regard to residence. And the desire of 
the gentletnan to strike out this provision, 
and make it one month instead of two, is 
going back to the old way ; is, to that ex- 
tent, preparing the way for frauds in 
the future as they have beon in the past. 

The section ought, undoubtedly, to be 
consistent. The proviso with regard to 
wWsiting a month after au individual has 
become naturalized, before he shall be 
permitted to vote, ought to be two months. 
The reason for two months in that case is 
just as strong as requiring two months 
residence in the district from a native 
born citizen. I am astonished at the in- 
consistency of the ssctiou. The citizen 
native to the soil of Pennsylvania, and of 
America, if he changes his residence, 
must remain two months in the district 
before exercising the right to vote; but 
the man who comes here from a foreign 
country, and who becomes naturalized, 
may cast his vote in one month after get- 
ting his naturalization papers. 

Mr. M’Sr&rsTen. Two months’ resi. 
dence is required. 

Mr. MANN. Not after naturalization- 
It says: “No naeuralized citizen shall have 
the right to vote until after one month,” 
kc. I say it should be two months. And 
then again, as I believe is one of the most 
prolificsources of fraud. One month does 
not remove it sufficiently from the excite- 
tnent of the election to guard against 
fraud or incentives to fraud, while two 
months do. It does seem to me that to 
be consistent and harmonious, this word 
in the last portion of the section ought to 
be changed to ‘6 two,” so as to make it 
two months: but, as I said in the first 

place, notwithstanding that it does not 
represent my ideas, I will take the sec- 
tion as reported, and vote against all ma- 
terial changes, for the reason that it has 
received the endorsement of the Commit- 
tee on Suffrage-a very able comtnittee- 
and because, also, the changes I refer to 
are not very material, and because I be- 
lieve the section fairly reflects the wishes 
of the people. 

Mr. GOWEN. Mr Chairman : I had hard- 
ly thought the subjeot now before this 
Convention of sufficient dignity and im- 
portance as to warrant a long debate upon 
it. I am opposed to the amendment of 

the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Harry 
White,) for the simple reason that it will 
leave us in a very embarrassing condition 
upon thequestionofwhether a woman is a 
“freeman” or not. The only authority I 
know on that subject is that of the old 
nursery rhyme : 

“ Adam w&s the Ilrst mm, 
Eve was the other, 

Cain m&s a wicked mm 
Beceuse ho killed hi8 brother.” 

If that is any authority, and a woman 
should be considered a 1‘ freeman,” it will 
therefore follow that the amendment to 
the amendment, suggested by the gentle- 
man from Indiana, would admit the right 
of woman suffrage, to which I, for one, 
am very decidedly opposed, as indeed I 
am no less decidedly opposed to leaving 
the question in ctoubt. Therefore I shall 
oppose the amendment to the amend- 
ments and the amendment itself, and 
shall vote for retaining the word “male” 
in the section, as reported by the com- 
mi ttee. 

Mr. W. H. SXITH. Mr. Chaitman: I 
shall vote for this section as it stands, and 
shall oppose the amendment and the 
atnendtnent to the amendment. I am 
very glad to be ablo to do so. But I am 
absolutely pained, and as much astonished 
as pained, to find that this startling inno- 
vation, this pernicious heresy of woman 
suffrage, should find any one to propose i t, 
even by an indirect method, in this Con- 
vention. It is to me, I repeat, a distress- 
ing fact that any one should be found in 
this Cocvention so insensible to what I 
consider its true dignity, as to advocate 
this proposition. I would sincerely, sol- 
emnly protest against it with all the force 
and earnestness that I can command, and 
would ask the aid of all thoughtful peo- 
ple in opposing it. 

” Order is Heaven’8 flmt law, aud thifl confenaed, 
Some are, and must bB, greater than the rest.” 

But how can you maintain order if you 
have two heads in every family? Yet 
if you allow this wicked vagary of wo- 
man suffrage, the family, which has been 
the basis and the support of all govern- 
ment that the world has ever had, would be 
utterly destroyed. As it is, we all know 
that, in the name of Heaven, there are 
sufficient causesof disagreement in every 
fttmily, and especially between the heads 
of it. Differences in religious views, dif- 
ferences in views of the management of 
children, difl’erences about the uses of 
money, about the style of dress and the 
scale of expenses, differences about the 
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meritsof the relatives bf the respective 
parties--but there is no use to extend the 
list it is as long as the list of human wlam- 
ities. 

It isnow proposed to supplement this 
list with the grandest scheme of dissen- 
sion that ever entered into the reckless, 
wicked conceit of any man or any woman. 
If the right of suffrage be given to women 
then contention wouhi no longer be con- 
fined to limited stages, but the whole coun- 
try-every housebold-would or might be 
the scone of everlasting quarrels. Shall 
we, in this grave body, think of letting 
loose and entailing upon our Common- 
wealth such a oalamity as this would be? 
It is uot fair, perhaps, to infer the value 
of any cause from the conduot of any 
number less than a majority of those who 
may maintain it; but if it were allowable 
to say : ‘1 Show me the most prominent of 
those who support your cause and who 
are to reap all its benefits, and I will tell 
you what sort of a cause you have.” If 
you look at the Woodhull and the Clatlin 
women of h’ew York, and thiuk of their 
lives, conduct and conversation, and oon- 
sider the crowning and atrocious soandal 
which marked their last public dcmon- 
stration, and if you would reflect that 
these wretched women have been among 
the most, if not the most, active in this 
worse than idle business, you must con- 
clude that a project which delightsin such 
advocates cannot be good, but, on the con- 
trary, must be as bad and as dangerous as 
any thing can possibly be. I trust that 
after the vote to-day we shall have no 
more of this project. I trust. that this and 
kindred crotchets shall not hereafter take 
up the time of this Convention; and I 
trust that the great indulgence to this 
crotchet, of submitting this project to a 
vote of the people, will not be entertained 
for a moment. 

Mr. M’MURRAY. Mr. Chairman : I de- 
sire to say just a few words on this sub- 
ject of woman suffrage, and I will pre- 
face by stating that I shall vote for the 
section as reported by the committee. 
The gentleman from Delaware (Mr. 
Broomall) says be is in favor of female 
suffrage because his mother wasa woman. 
I am opposed to it because my mother 
was a woman, and further, because my 
wife is a woman. 

I think this question was settleda great 
while ago. When God made Adam and 
Eve be settled this question, because He 
created them male and female. I believe 
there is a fitness in things ; and I believe 

that fact finds its application here. That 
is probably all I need say ou the subject. 

I am in favor, as I have said, of the report 
ot the committee just as it stands. I will 
say this, however, that I will vote to sub- 
mit a separate proposition to the people 
on this question, as to whether females 
shall enjoy the right of suffrage or not, 

not because I am uuprepared to meet that 
question now aud here, but because there 
are a great many persons whose judgment 
and opinions I respect, who are earnestly 
asking that this privilege be accorded to 
females. For this reason I am willing to 
submit it to a vote of the people, trusting, 
and believing as I do, that the people will 
vote down any such proposition by an 
overwhelming majority. I believe it 
would be wrong, and produce discord, 
and heartburnings, and dissensions, and 
that a vast amount of trouble would fol- 
low any such change as that in our organic 
law. Yet I want to deal fairly with all 
classes of persons, and give the people an 
opportunity of expressing their views on 
this subject. But, Mr. Chairman, did I 
believe ‘that the people would, by any 
means, ratify such a proposition as this, I 
say here, frankly, that I would vote 
against submitting it to them,,not because 
I am opposed to the majority ruling, but 
because I would then take the responsl- 
bility upon myself of settling this ques- 
tion. 

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Chairman: I rise to 
say a few words on this topic-merely 
that I will support the amendment ot the 
gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Harry 
White,) and I trust this Convention will 
do so, because it relieves the Convention 
of a very embarrassing question, and pre- 
vents them from being called on to per- 
form the discourteous act of inserting the 
word “male” in the Constitution. It 
soems to be understood by some gentlemen 
whom I have heard speak around me, 
that this word maze had been in the old 
Constitution. By reference to the old 
Constitution this will be found to be an 
error, for the words used there are “every 
white freeman.” The word “white” has 
been stricken out, but the word *‘free; 
man” is now asked by the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. Harry White) to be 
left as it was in the old Constitution. 
There can be no question in regard to its 
meaning. It has been in the old Consti- 
tution, and nobody ever raised the ques- 
tion of females voting under it. And, if 
I am not mistaken, it has received judi- 
cial interpretation and decision. It means 
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the word “maIe.” Why, then, put the 
word “male” in the Constitution, when 
the word ‘Lfreeman” is just as expressive, 
and has always been there. The word 
“freeman” has, indeed, some advantages 
that the word LLmale’7 has not. A man in 
prison, for instance, is not a freeman ; a 
minor is not a freeman. I think this whole 
question will be relieved of embarrass- 
ment, by the insertion of the word ‘&free- 
man,” and if any question arises upon it 
afterwards, let that be decided by the 
people themselves. I am in favor of the 
resolutionof the gentleman from Indiana, 
(Mr. Harry White,) leaving the Consti- 
tution as it always has been. 

Mr. DALLAS. Mr. Chairman: I under- 
stand this is a subject that has been duly 
canvassed in the county of Montgomery, 
and the Convention would therefore be 
glad to hear from the distinguished dele- 
gate from that county, (Mr. Royd,) who, 
like “little Jack Horner,” sits in the 
corner. 

Mr. BOYD. Mr. Chairman : This is 
evidently a very grave and momeu- 
tous question, and as it is probable 
that there are eight or ten gentlemen 
in this Convention that are in favor 
of female suffrage, and in order to 
make an interesting debate and keep the 
thing going, I had about made up my 
mind to make some remarks upon it, and 
then vote against it. But at this time I 
cannot do the subject justice for lack of 
inspiration. There is not nearly enough 
of the gentle sex in the gallery to inspire 
me. [Laughter.] I would, therefore, like 
to have the matter postponed-say until 
we have good weather; and I would 
make the further recommendation that 
we set apart our evenings for the pur- 
poses of this special discussion, for then, 
1 do not doubt, we would have a much 
better audience of the character I desire 
when I speak on it. When the audience 
and the inspiration do come, we can all 
speak feelingly on the subject. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I appreciate the argu- 
mentof the gentleman from Montgomery, 

gut I do not propose to postpone this sub- 
ject, either on account of the audience or 
the weather. 

1 had two reasons for not desiring to be 
heard on this question to-day. One was 
that I am not in good health to-day; an- 
other is that I look upon it that the gen- 
tleman who addressed the Convention on 
the other side of the house, (Mr. Mann,) 
in answer to the chairman of the commit- 

tee, put the matter right, when he said 
there is no reason that can be alleged why 
he should vote and his sister, mother or 
wife should not. Conceding that point, I 
desire to hear some reason-to hear the _ 
afirmative, because it is for those who set 
out, by reason, against natural right, to 
take the affirmative of the question ; and 
when my right to self-government is de- 
nied, I take iI, that I have nothing to say 
until somebody has shown good reason 
why it should be denied to me. I con- 
tend that every human being in the com- 
munity has a right to put his and herself 
upon exactly that ground, and to ask by 
what right or reason he or she should not 
have an equal voice in the making of the 
laws. That is why I prefer to hear some 
argument from the other side ; and when 
the gentleman, whom I have before re- 
ferred to, (Mr. Mann,) confessed that there 
is none ; when the argumentsof the chair- 
man of the committee are confessed, by 
his friends, to be, what they are, utterly 
groundless; when the gentleman to my 
right (Mr. M’Murray) puts his reason for 
not desiring woman suffrage, upon the 
ground that his wife is a woman, and 
might vote against his will, thereby, pro- 
bably, exercising better judgment than 
he does upon a question ; when arguments 
like these, and only these, are brought 
forward in opposition to an undeniable 
natural right, I have reason to conclude 
that these are all that can be urged against 
it. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I observe the gen- 
tleman from Erie (Mr. Walker) rising. 
If he desires to move that the committee 
now rise, I will give way to him for that 
purpose. 

Mr. WALTER. I move that the com- 
mittee do now rise, report progress, and 
ask leave to sit again, which was agreed to. 

IN CONVENTION. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Mr. President: The 
committee of the whole has had under 
consideration the report of the Committee 
on Suffrage, Election and Representa- 
tion, and has instructed me to report pro- 
gress and ask leavo to sit again. Leave 
was granted. 

COPIESOFPROPOSEDAXENDMENTS. 

Mr. KAINE offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read : 

Resolved, That three hundred copies of 
the proposed text of the Constitution, as 
reported by any of the standing commit- 
tees, shall be printed in the form of legis- 
lative bills, for the use of the Convention, 
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for the purpose of consideration and 
amendment ; and that the resolution 
adopted by the Convention on the fif- 
teenth of January, relative to the number 
of said texts to be printed, is hereby re- 
scinded. 

Mr. KAINE. The number of copies of 
texts now printed is not more than one 

hundred and fifty, and it is not more than 
half enough. 

M~.ST~NTON moved that the Conven- 
tion do now adjourn, which was agreed 
to. 

So at one o’clock and fifty-two minutes 
the Convention adjourned to to-morrow 
morning at eleven o’clock. 

. 
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THIRTY-FOURTH DAY 

TUESDAY, February 4, 1873. 

The Convention met at eleven o’clock 
A. M., Mr. Walker presiding. 

USE OF THE 1IAI.L. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Conven- 
tion the following communication: 
HON. WM. M. MERN~IT~ : 

President Constitutional Convention: 
DEAR SIR :-At the earnest solicitation 

of the ntlicers of the Pittsburg woman suf- 
frage association, Bishop Simpson of the 
Methodist Episcopal church has cons nt- 
ed to deliver an address to such members 
of the Convention as may att ,Ird, on the 
subject of granting to woman the elective 
franchise. We therefore aSk your I ou- 
orable body the use of the Convention 
hall, on next Friday evening, for the pur- 
pose of giving him a hearing. 

MATILDA HINDMAN, 
Pwsadent. 

Mrs. J. HXRON FOSTER, 
Wee President. 

Mr. J. W. P. WHITE. Mr. President: I 
move that the use of the hall be granted 
on next Friday evening for the purpose 
desired. 

On agreeing to this motion, a division 
waS called, resulting fifty-live in the af- 
firmative, seventeen in the negative. So 
the motion was agreed to. 

WONAN SUFFRAGIE. 

Mr. M’CONNELL presented a petition 
from Citizens of Allegheny county in fa- 
vor of female suffrage, which was referred 
to the Committee on Sulfrage, Election 
and Representation. 

ELECTION FBAUDS. 

Mr. J. PRICE WETHERILL presented a 
memorial of the citizens’ reform associa- 
tion of Philadelphia, presenting sugges- 
tions in reference to the guarding against 
election frauds, which wasreferred to the 
Committee on Suffrage, Electionand Rep- 
resentation. 

WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 

Mr. BROOMALL presonted the petition 
from over five hundred men and women 
of Delaware county, asking universal 

suffrage, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Suffrage, Election aud Repre- 
sentation. 

INTOXICATINQ LIQUORS. 
Mr. DARLIN~TON presented the peti- 

tion of one hundred and sixty-nine citi- 
zens of Chester county, against the nianu- 
facture and sale of intoxicating liquors as 
a beverage and in favor of sobriety, which 
was referred o the Committee on Legis- 
lation. t 

COMMITTEE ON SALARIES. 

Mr. HEMPRILL offered the following 
resolution which was laid on the table 
under the rules : 

ResoZved, That the rules of this Con- 
vention be amended, by adding au addi- 
tional committee, aS follows, viz : 

“X0. 28. A Committee of seven, on Sal- 
aries, Fees and Compensation of Cfbccrs, 
City and County.” 

EQUITABLE ASSESSJIENTS. 

Mr. BRODHEAD offered the following 
resolution, which was referred to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Mining, JIan- 
ufactures and Commerce : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Agri- 
culture, Mining, Manufactures and Com- 
merce be requested to report the follow- 
ing article : 

ARTICLE -. The Legislature shall pro- 
vide by law for an equitable assessment 
of benefits, in favor of mine owners and 
operators, whenever by works and c xpen- 
ditures in mines, by pumping, draining or 
tunneling they produce results which in- 
ure, directly or indirectly, to the benefit 
and advantage of any contiguous oradjoin- 
ing mines. 

STATE SOVEREIQATY. 

Mr. AL~ICKS offered the following reso- 
lution, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Declaration of Rights : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Bill of 
Rights inquire into the expedieucy of So 
amending the F*Lme that it shall contain 
the following proviso : 

“That the people of this State have the 
sole and exclusive right of governing and 
and regulating the internal polioy of the 
same.” 
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COHYITTEE OF TEE WHOLE. woman in my district, as far as I can give 

The Convention then resolved itself into it tc her she shall have it, though all the 

committee of the whole, tofurtherconsider men in my district say nay. 

the report of the Committee on Suffrage, Upon this question I may as well say 
Election and Representation, Mr. hW- here that I am opposed to the proposition 

rence in the chair. of the gentleman from Jefferson (Mr. 
M’Murray) and to that of the minority 

TRE SUFFRAQE ARTICLE.-WOMAN SUF- of the committee ; that thisquestionshould 
FRAOE. be referred to the votes of the people, to 

So the Convention as in committee of the men, as a separate proposition. What ! 
the whole, Mr. Lawrence in the chair, pro- Submit to one class of citizens what shall 

ceeded to the consideration of the article be the political rights of another class. 

submitted by the Committee on Suffrage : Submit to the men the question, whether 

Mr. BBOOMALL. I owe many thanks or not equal rights shall be allowed’the 

to the gentleman from Potter (Mr. Mann) women 2 The thing is preposterous. It 

for his concession to our side of the ques- would be as much as1 would do to submit 

tion in his remarks yesterday. He, being to a vote of the women the proposition, 

an avowed opponent, speaking for the op- whether they should have the right of 
ponents of the provision, and for a con- suffrage. That a man, that I, with the 
stituencywhoareopponentstoit,confesses right of suffrage, should go to the polls 

that all the arguments are upon our side ; aud say that my wife should not exercise 

that nothing can be said-and I want the same right, is simply monstrosity. 

to impress that fact upon gentlemen’s Why, sir, suppose the proposition had been 

minds-that nothing can be said in favor made at the time of the Declaration of In- 
of the right of aman to exercise the power dependence to submit to the vote of the 
of suffrage that does not equally apply to citizens of the United Kingdom of Great 

the right of every woman in the Com- Britain and Ireland whether or not the 

monwealth, and that if the thing turned Americans should have equal rights with 

upon the argumentspro and con, the Case the home subjects. What would have 
is ours, that, throwing aside the preju- been thought of it? What would Frank- 
dice that binds us to the past-that anchors lin, what would Jefferson have thought of 

us back like so many moored vessels- it? They would have said, “No, those 

that makes conservatives of us-those who have these rights have no business to 

fossils of humanity, only dragged forward vote upon the question whether others 
by the progress of the age, as a vessel ia Li$i 2: equal rights*” They would 
dragged forward against the will of its : Vl!ins question is not for the 
anchor-that only prejudice, and what peep le at home, but for those who were de- 
little aid prejudice can get from ridicule prived of rights that the people at home , 
can be alleged against the amendment enjoy.” And therefore it is that I say I 
which I propose. But, wliile I thank him might consent that the women of the State 
for his admission, and while 1 think his should settle the question by a majority of 
position here does great credit to his their votes. I might consent to that and 
judgment, I cannot agree with him in his 
conclusion. 

yet I would fall back to the true ground 
HOW he, admitting as he that if there is one woman in the Stat: 

does, that we are right-admitting as he who demands an equal voice with any 
does, that, in his conscience, he believes 
our side of the cause to be the true one- 

other person in the making of the laws to 
which she is subject, thatwoman ought to 

can, nevertheless, resolve to vote the have it, and the united voice of all the 
other way, because, as he says, his con- 
stituents are the other way, I cannot un- 

other people in the state ought not to be 
allowed to exclude her. 

derstand. Why, sir, I represent a cou- 
stltueucy with as decided opinions upon 

I repeat, the gentleman from Potter 

this question as his ; and I tell him here 
(Mr. Mann) concedea that the arguments 
are all upon our side of the question, and 

that I represent the humblest washer- they may be presented in a very few 
woman in my district as fully as I repre- 
sent the proudest politician ; and if there 

words, for this question is not, as stated 
by the gentleman fram Philadelphia (Mr. 

is one woman that asks. the right of Gowen) one of those beneath the dignity 
suffrage for the protection of herself and of this body. It is a great question ; it is 
her children-thatasksanequal voicewith the great question of the age ; but the 
me in making the laws that must judge whole argument is in a very small corn- 
her as well as me-if there is one such pass, and consists simply and tingly in 

35 
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this : A’11 just governments derive their 
powers from the consent of the gove?ned, 
or 4ts inour present Constitution, all power 
is inhereht in the people, ind all free gov- 
ernment is founded upon their iut,hor- 
ity. Now are these propositions true ? Is 
anybody prepared here to say they are 
not ? I kndw that Rufus Choate, upon a 
certain occasion, some years ago, pro- 
noiinced these simple truths “glittering 
generalities.” I know’ that John Ran- 
dolph, of Roanoke, some years before, 
finding the Declaration of Independence 
in his way, pronouncea it a fan-faronade 
of nonsense. Ah I There are certain great 
truths that were stamped upon the uni- 
verse by the hand of Him who made it, 
that are too. often only seen and acknow- 
ledged and appealed to by men in 
times of great trouble. In the day of 
our struggle for existence, during the 
American revolution, we could see that 
governments should be founded upon the 
consent of the governed, and that the au- 
thority of the people was necessary to 
true and free government, but in the 
times of our prosperity we fail to look at 
these truths--we forget t.hem. 

Suchis man everywhere. In adversity 
he recognizes great truths, in prosperity 
he does not need them, and he forgets 
that there may be people under him who 
do need them, and are looking to him 
for their recognition. I know that argu- 
ments have been made by Ingenious men 
to explain away these great truths. I 
know that we listened to the eloquent 
New England man, and to the venomous 
southerner, first with surprise, that any- 
thing so sacred as these truths should bo 
attacked ; then with pleasure, and then 
we swallowed the heresies, and all society 
was poisoned to the centre with them. 

And what was the result? Why thirty 
years ago we had reached such a point 
of absolute atheism in these great truths 
that nothing but the hand of the Al- 
mighty could save self-government to 
men. ,4nd the hand came-it came in 
1860, to raise the lowly, and to point out 
these great truths to them. It came, too, 
to crush the proud. The result is that 
to-day we see these truths. We have 
come to that point through the path of 
great suffering, national and individual. 
Sir, the heresies of Choate and Randolph, 
and of men like them, tainting the whole 
frame-work of society, had to bc erased 
from the history of the world by the sword, 
dipped in blood, and it was done. 

But are these propositions true? I ask 
again who will deny them? Is it true 
that all just government is founded upon 
the consent of the governed, and that ail 
power is inherent in the people? Are 
these things true 7 They are not pretend- 
ed to be denied, even by the ingenious 
gentleman from Centre (Mr. M’AUister.) 

Then, what follows? The only ques- 
tion open, after the admission of these, 
is the question: Are women among the 
“governed ?” Are they among the ‘Ipeo- 
ple 7” Will this be disputed? If there 
is anybody ready to say, as was held five 
or six hundred years ago, that women are 
not human beings, and have no souls, hc 
would, probably, answer $6 no ” to this 
question. Sir, the womeo of the country 
are of the governed; they belong to the 
people. That, then, is the whole ques- 
tion. Being of the governed-being part 
of the people-their consent must he had 
to the laws ; their authority must be given 
for the upholding and carrying on of the 
government. This is all there is of it. I 
repeat, that I may not be misunderstood. 
Once concede that all just government de- 
rives its power and authority from the 
consent of the governed, and that the 
women of the country arc among the gov- 
erned, and you are forced to concede that 
you must have woman’s consent for her 
government. 

Kow how is consent to be given? In 
this country there is but one way of doing 
it. It is folly to say that men must con- 
sent through the ballot-box, but women in 
some other way, as by submitting, by not 
objecting. It will not do to lay down one 
mode of consent for one class and another 
for another. There is no mode of consent 
known to the laws of our country except 
throngh the ballot-box; and when you have 
admitted my premises they will force you 
to the conclusion that the gentleman from 
Potter (Mr. Mann) is right. That the ar- 
gument is upon our side of the question, 
and that it is unansw-erable. The man 
who undertakes to refute it will. be bold 
enough to attempt to refute the demon- 
stration ef the forty-seventh proposition 
of the first book of Euclid, and when hc 
succeeds in the one he will succeed in the 
other. 

The gentleman from Centre, (Mr. M’Al- 
lister,) like Choatc and like Randolph, 
has his mode of explaining away these 
grand truths, which ho finds in his way. 
He has discovered a new arithmetic, for- 
sooth, an arithmetic in which the unit is 
not the individual bot a group. The unit 
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of population is the family, according to 
him, and that family, he ought to have 
said, is the husband. In all the rest of 
the world, from the smallest particle of 
dust that floats in the air to Sirius, the 
unit is the individual; but in this case, 
and for the purpose of the majority report 
of the committee upon this question, the 
unit must be a group. The unit of hu- 
manity must be the family. 

Now let us see how this is borne out. If 
true, I do not know why the Declanl- 
tion of Independence was not made to 
read “All families are born free and equal, 
and are endowed with certain inalienable 
rights.” I do not know why our present 
Constitution does not say that all fami- 
lies should have the right to vote, and 
that the husband shall cast that vote. I 
do not conceive why we do not see the new 
arithmetic of the gentleman from Ccn- 
tre somewhere in the Constitution or in 
laws of our State. It existed first yester- 
day in the gentleman’s brain, and after- 
wards in the report of his speech to the 
Convention. I trust he will have it copy- 
righted. I would be very sorry for him 
to lose it. I would be very sorry for it to 
get into other hands. 

If there is a murder committed in the 
family, do you hang the husband? You 
ought to do that if the government knows 
only families. If the family is the unit, 
if you go no further down than that group, 
and hold the head of the group as the 
representative of the family, you should 
hold him responsible when a crime is 
committed in the family. And what 
would you do when a murder is commit- 
ted upon him ? Whom would you hang 
then 7 Nobody, unless, probably, all the 
rest of the family, or unless the family 
should elect a head to be hung. The 
idea is preposterous. It is found nowhere 
in the world that the unit is a group, 
and not the individual. But it is said 
that the husband is to represent the fam- 
ily. Who is to represent this political 
unit when the husband dies? Who is 
to represent the unit when the head 
of the family is a woman ? Who repre- 
sents the women that have no husbands? 
Xow I oan very well understand that the 
wife of the gentleman from Centre, if he 
has one, and I hope he has, I can well ad- 
mit that she is well represented by being 
represented by her husband; but does 
110 know of no woman in his neighbor- 
hood who is not thus represented? More 
than that. Does he know of no woman 
who is misrepresented by her husband? 

Does no case present itself to him in his 
district in which a woman has begged 
upon her knees that some man, exerci- 
sing a license from hell to deal poison to 
her husband, should withhold his hand, 
and had her prayer denied 7 I ask him 
again whether he does not know many a 
case in which the wife is misrepresented, 
and the family misrepresented by the 
vote of the husband? Does he not know 
of cases where the wife ought to have a 
voice in preventing mischief to her fami- 
ly, and where she is sneered at and re- 
minded that she has no political rights 
by the very persons who are poisoning 
her home by licences from a government 
that she never made and never consented 
to 7 Can he imagine no such case as that ? 
More than that. Does he not know wo- 
men who have no family but themselves? 
Are there none in his district who do not 
belong to families? ,4re there not cases 
where humanity is not grouped in the 
way in which he says the Almighty in- 
tended them to be, and where the indi- 
vidual has nobody to represent her? Are 
there no servant girlsin his neighborhood 
who have in this State, or in this country, 
neither father, nor brother, nor son 1 And 
who represents them 1 

But if these people were all represented 
I deny the power of the man to represent 
the family in the government. I deny 
not only the power but ‘the propriety of 
it. Who commissioned the man to cast 
the vote of the family? Who gave that 
power to him? The Constitution says no- 
thing about it. The law says nothing 
about it. He votes for himself. He does 
not consult anybody else. Ho does not 
pretend to vote in a representative capaci- 
ty. He does not cast the vote of his fam- 
ily but his own. 

The gentleman wants the ballots to have 
the name of the voter written upon the 
back, so that we should see where the votes 
come from in case of a contested election. 
I would advise him to go one step further 
and note on the back the family. He may 
note them by a number or thus : cc Family 
living at such a street, so many doors from 
the corner, votes this vote by John Smith, 
the legally constituted representative of 
of that family,” in order to show that the 
family had a voice in the affairs of the 
country. 

Let me tell you what a better, brighter 
man than either the gentleman from Cen- 
tre or I can profess to be, says about this 
vote by the husband representing the 
wife and the family. 
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I read fmm a speech by C&o. W. Curtis, 
before the committee of the New York 
Convention, upon the subject of universal 
suft’rage : 

“It is alleged that women are repre- 
sented by men. Where are they so rep- 
resented, and when was the choice made t 
If I am told that they are virtually repre- 
sented I reply, with James Otis, that ‘ no 
such phrase as virtual representation is 
known to the law or Constitution. It is 
altogether a subtlety and an illusion, 
wholly unfounded and absurd.’ ” 

He was of the same opinion with the 
gentleman from Potter (Mr. Mann.) 

“ I repeat, if they are represented, when 
was the choice made P Nobody pretends 
that they have ever been consulted. It is 
a mere assumption, to the effect that the 
interest and affection of men will lead 
them to just and wise legislation for 
women as well as for themselves. But 
this is merely the oid appeal for the po- 
litical power of a class. It is just what 
the British Parliament said to the colonies 
a hundred years ago. ‘ We are all under 
the same government,’ they said, ‘our 
interests are identical ; we are all Britons. 
Britannia rules the wave! God save the 
king! and down with sedition and the 
sons of liberty 1’ The colonies chafed and 
indignantly pmtested, because the as- 
sumption that therefore fair laws were 
made, was not true ; because they were 
discovering for themselves, what every 
nation had discovered-the truth that 
shakes England to-day, and brings Dis- 
raeli and the tory party to their knees, 
and has already brought this country to 
blood-that there is no class of citizens, 
and no single citizen, who can safely be 
ehtrusted with the permanent and excln- 
sive possession of political power. ‘There 
is no instance on record,’ says Buckle, in 
his history of civilization in England, 6 of 
any class possessing power without abus- 
ing it.’ ” 

Sir, that passage should be inscribed 
upon every legislative hall in this coun- 
try ; and I read it again: “There is no 
class of citizens, and no single citizen, 
who can safely be entrusted with the per- 
manent and exclusive possession of politi- 
cal power.” 

So much for the question of representa- 
tion by the husband of the family. But 
the gentleman says that the women have 
not the physical power to get to the polls. 
The answer to that is, first, it is not true ; 
and, second, if true, it is not relevant. In 
this very same article he proposes that no 

election district shall pol1 more than two 
hundred votes. If the number is greater 
than that the district shall be divided. 
Election districts, therefore, will contain 
from one to two hundred voters, accord- 
ing to the proposition of the Committee 
on Suffrage, which I hope will be 
adopted. 

Now has the gentleman never seen a 
woman, in a crowd of from one to two 
hundred people, able to take perfectly 
good care of herself? If he has not, he 
has not observed women as much as 
some of us younger men have. Has he 
never seen a woman, in market, sur- 
rounded by men and women on all 
sides, probably hundreds of them, and 
finding no difficulty in making her way ? 
Has he never seen that 4 In going to the 
Academy of Music, to hear a prominent 
lecturer, I have been carried, for fifteen 
or twenty feet, by a crowd, with my feet 
entirely ofI the ground, and yet, when, 
with great difficulty, I got inside, I found 
as many women there as men. They 
had gotten there in some way. Want of 
physical power? Ah ! I am afraid the 
gentleman tbinks they have too much 
mental power to make it safe for some 
people to trust them with equal rights. 
But he says they could not go to the polls 
with a train long enough for fifteen men 
to stand upon. Again I say, with my 
xtupidity, I have failed to see that the 
gentleman probably intended this for 
wit. He may have intended it for ridi- 
cule. If he did, my answer is that ridi- 
cule is not argument. If it had been, 
Christianity would not have survived the 
third century. 

She cannot go to the polls with a trail 
long enough for fifteen men to stand up 
on, and therefore a woman should not 
vote 1 Could he go to the polls in a trail 
of that length 7 Let hitn try it, and when 
he has tried it and succeeded it will be 
quite time enough for him to-say thata wo- 
man could not do it as well. Is a wo- 
man bound to wear a trail to the polls any 
more than he is? Has not woman an 
equal right to select her dress for the oc- 
casion, with the gentleman from Centre ? 
He sits here without his overcoat, without 
his overshoes and without his hat. He 
has the right to change his dress to suit 
the circumstances, and still he tells the 
Convention, by inference, that a woman 
must not be allowed to change hers. Pro- 
bably, Mr. Chairman, I have been dwel- 
ling upon this subject too long, and, after 
all, it may be that the gentleman from 
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Centre only intended his remarks to be 
witty. 

But he says that suffrage will degrade a 
woman. Is government then degrading? 
If .it is, it is quite time we had abolished 
our institutions and remitted ourselves 
bmk to our old owner, the government of 
England, in order that this degradation 
might be wiped out. 1 would like to in- 
quire if the exercise of self-government 
has proved degrading to the gentleman 
from Centre. Kespectable as he is now it 
would be curious to know to what posi- 
tion he would have arisen if he had not 
been subjected to this degradation. If 
we are degraded by self-government what 
would we be if we had not been so de. 
graded? I suppose we would have been 
what some of us call women-angels. But 
it is not true that government degrades 
those who participate in it. I grant that 
politics are the meanest businessany man 
can follow, but I maintain that self-gov- 
ernment 59 the noblest employment in the 
world, and that it never has degraded, and 
never will degrade, any human being. 
Degrade women! Why, sir, it is within 
the observation of every man who has at- 
tained your age or mine, that wherever 
mixed assemblies are allowed to conduct 
any business, it is always conducted more 
eonocieutlously and in a more orderly 
manner than where either of the sexas 
alone are concerned in it, and infinitely 
better than where men alone are allowed 
to conduct it. I firmly believe that where 
a business is conducted by woman alone, 
it is conducted in a more orderly manner 
than when by men, but where the sexes 
are mixed in any undertsking it is always 
conducted the best. This has been the 
observation of every person who has look- 
ed into these mattera 

The experiment, if it may be so called, 
of woman suffrage has been tried, and the 
result of that experiment cau be found in 
a letter from Judge Kmgman, of Laramie 
City, Wyoming Territory, to the Pennsyl- 
vania woman suffrage association, dated 
December 26,1872. J ndge Kingman says, 
in one part of this letter : 

“It is now three years since the act was 
passed giving women the right of suffrage,. 
and the right to hold ofice in this Terril 
tory, in all respects the same as other 
electors. Under this law they have been 
elected, and appointed to various offices, 
and have acted as jurors and justices of 
the peace. They have very generally 
voted at all our elections, and have taken 
some part in making the nominations; 

and although there are some among us 
who do not approve of it as a principle, 
X think there is no one who will deny 
that it has had a marked influence in ele- 
vating our elections, and making them 
quiet and orderly; and in enabling the 
courts to punish chtsses of crime, where 
convictions could not beobtained without 
their aid.” 

In another part of the letter he says : 
“There is another matter in whioh we 

have been greatly benefited by this law, 
and that is the change it-has wrought on 
electlon days, and its influence at the 
polls. Formerly our elections were scenes 
of drunken revel and noise, of tight&g and 
riot. But when the women came to vote 
they werealwaya treated withthe attention 
and respect everywhere shown to women 
in the United States. If there wasa crowd 
around the polls they always gave way 
when a woman approached, and were 
silent and orderly while she deposited 
her vote and went away. If men became 
intoxicated they did not remain there, 
where the women would see them. No 
noisy discussions would arise around the 
polls, because invariably when a woman 
came up allsuch conversation would cease. 
The fact has been that very few people 
gathered at the polls, and noise and 
fighting, riot and drunkenness have been 
entirely unknown there. If men drank 
too much, as they sometimes did, they re- 
mained at the drmkiug shops, eaoh polit- 
ical party by itself, and consequently 
avoided the quarrels and colliiions that 
so often occur, while the people went to 
the polls and voted as quietly as they go 
to church. This of itself has been a gain 
in our community of no small moment.” 

If this has been the experience in a new 
territory where almost all the wickedness’ 
of older States is apt .to concentrate, how ‘- 
much more beneficial would the result be 
in the State of Pennsylvania. Why every 
man can see for himself the result of this 
experiment by attending the markets in 
the city of Philadelphia on, any general 
market day. Are the ladies of the city 
found there in any less number than 
there would be at the election polls? You 
will find in the markets of the city, not 
servant girls alone, but mistresses of 
families making their,purchases quietly, 
without interference or disturbance, and 
ye: at agathering of men, when women do 
not appear, you will find riot, noise, dis- 
order and probably bloodshed, especially 
when there is an opportunity to obtain 
anythingintoxicating. The Almighty in- 
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tended the sexes to be together. He in- throne of France has not the appear-am-c 
tended that they should participate in all of being a success. 
the employments He lri~s devolved on Can any one familiar with the histories 
the world, and that they should eclually of European countries assert that women 
exercise the means he has given t,hem for are incapable of gdverning? Do we for- 
obtaining a living. If this had not been get Catharine of Russia, Elizabeth of 
his intention he would have placed one England, or onr contemporary, Queen 
sex in one part of the world and the other Victoria? Why, sir, England has been 
in another, and wherever contrivances or governed by four clueens, who reigned in 
fashions separate the sexes there mischief their own right-Mary, Elizabeth, Anne, 
is always done. Look at the schools that and Victoria. The worst of these queens 
have been established for boysalone. Ev- was as good as the average of the kings, 
ery father who has gone through college and the best of them, Viatoria and EIiza- 
knows how he hesitates when he proposes beth, were better and wiser in the affairs 
to send his son there, and yet schooIs in- of government than any king that ever 
tended for the instruction of both sexes sat upon the throne of England. 
together are always orderly and more Compare the histories of the reigns of 
productive of advancement and improve- Napoleon the III and Victoria. Will the 
ment. Parents never hesitate to send cases admit of a parallel even!inthe minds 
their children to them-neither the fa- of those who deny tho right or the power 
ther the %m, or the mother the daughter of woman to govern? And yet, Queen 
-because the influence of ono sex acts Victoria, who has governed her realm for 
upon the other for its improvement. Yet so many years, and that, too, as well as 
gentlemen upon this floor have said that any king or queen who ever sat on a 
a mob at the polls would prevent a re- throne in Europe, should coma to this 
spectable lady who behaved herself from country and he naturalized she would not 
going there to vote. This assertion I am be allowed a.voice in the selectionof even 
convinced they do uot believe themselves, the directors of the schools to which we 
for there is no country in the world where propose the law should compel her to 
woman is treated with more respect than send her children. 
in the United Slates, and all that is needed I will not argue the question whether 
to make our elections as respectable as women or men are mentally superior. It. 
our markets, if not as respectable as our is wholly irrelevant. Governments are 
churches, is to allow both sexes to partici- founded for the protection of the weak 
pate in voting. rather than the strong. In a state of na- 

It has also been said by some of the op- ture the strong can protect themselves, 
ponents of this measure, although I do while the weak are crushed, and therefore 
not think the gentleman from Centre it was that governments were deviscd,not 
made the argument that woman is men- for the benefit ot the strong, but of the 
tally incapable of governing-that she is weak. If it can be demonstrated to my 
inferior :to man, and not fit for self-gov- satisfaction that woman is weaker, men- 
ernment. This isnot true, and if it were, tally or physically, than man, I will an- 
it is not relevant. I know that in France swer: There is then the greater reason 
women were pronounced incompetent to why woman should receive equal politi- 
govern, and hence their salic laws ex- cal power with man. Will it Lr. waid, in 
eluded females from the throne. And one breath, that in the race for advantage 
what has been the result? England, for and improvement, which is open to us all, 
ageshas permitted woman togovernjust as a woman is the weaker competitor, and 
men when they were reached in the order in another that she must carry all the disa- 
of kingly succession. Now trace the his- bilities? Even handed justice demands 
tory of these two countries. Can it be that if there is to be any difference be- 
said that France has been a success as a tween them, the advantage should be 
government, or at all comparable with given to the weaker. 
England 1 Why for more than a hun- But, again, they say-and this is a posi- 
dred years France has oscillated between tion that has taken some hold among care- 
despotism and anarchy, and it looks now, less thinkers in modern times-that @v- 
from the present condition of affairs, as if ernments are only to be had and exercised 
this oscillation would continue for ages by those who can fight for them; that 
lo come. The least that can be said is only those who fight should rule, and as 
that the exc!lusion of women from the a woman cannot fight she ought not to 
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vote. But cannot women fight? They 
forget Semiramis; they forget Joan of 
Arc, who, in a single day, turned the tide 
of conquest between England and France. 
They forget the maid of Saragossa, who 
seized the torch from the hand of her fall- 
en chieftain and continued at the’guns, 
cheering those around her until she could, 
point to .‘%he flying gaul foiled by a wo- 
man’s hand beneath the battered wall.” 
They forget the women in our reoent civil 
war. More than one woman served in 
the ranks, in disguise. Aye, more than 
one fell in the charge, “with her back to 
the ground and her feet to the foe.” I 
knew one, as delicate as any lady in this 
hall, when I saw her some time after the 
war, who served as a common soldier for 
a long time before her sex was discovered, 
and she was so valuable that for a consid- 
erable time afterward she was employed 
as a spy, the most perilous employment 
in the entire war,and she was selected for 
that purpose because at the time, out of 
some two or three hundred from whom 
the selection could be made, she was the 
only person WJIO would volwnteer to do it, 
and she performed the duty successfully 
and safely. 

But is fighting the whole business of 
war? What do you say of clergymen 
who, though they do not fight, aid the 
cause greatly in consoling the dying and 
in stimulating the living? They do not 
fight ; ought they to vote? What do you 
say of surgeons? There are non-combat- 
ants in every army, and they are of as 
much importance to the army as any 
combatants. in it. What was Florence 
Nightingale? Who, in those two whole 
armies of England and France, could 
compare with her in actual material use- 
fulness? Why there was no other single 
person, from the highest general down te 
the humblest soldier who did as much for 
the cause as Florence Nightingale. Not 
one ! History says not one ! Yet she was 
a woman. And there were Elorence 
Kightingales in our army. Upon every 
field of battle, before the smoke had sub- 
sided, they were seen, these angels of 
mercy, fearing not death, only intent on 
succoring the wounded and ronsoling the 
dying. Are these people not important 
in war 7 Before we conclude that womrm 
are of no use in war, let us read the his- 
tory of the terrible four years of the late 
rebellion, and then say, if women did not 
fight, whether they did not do more for 
the cause of the country by not fighting, 

and much more for the cause of humanity 
than those who actually fought. 

Hence the statement that women do 
not fight is not true, and if it were true, 
it is not relevant. Fighting is the means 
of self-protection, peculiar to the savage 
state, and war among civilized people, is 
but the return, for the time, to barbarism. 
It is because this process crushes the weak 
that we have, as much as possible, substi- 
tuted voting for fighting, government for 
anarchy. 

To say that a person shall not vote be- 
cause he cannot fight is to talk nonsense, 
when voting is an invention to take the 
place of fighting, for the pure protection 
of those who cannot tight. If you only 
let the strongvote government is a moqk- 
ery. They can protect themselves with- 
out it. 

But it is said that women do not ask 
the right of suffrage. This, again, is not 
true, and if it were it is not relevant. DO 
men ask the right of suffrage? We pro- 
pose to give them the right of suffrage in 
this Convention, and yet not a single pe- 
tition from any part of the Commonwealth 
has come in asking the right of suffrage 
for men. Not one. Why do you give it 
to them? Because they are a part of the 
people, and must be consulted in making 
laws. And are not women a part of the. 
people also? Is not the argument just as 
strong for them? The gentleman from 
Allegheny (Mr. W. H. Smith) says that 
nobody is asking for this right of suffrage 
for women but the Woodhulls and 
Claflins of New York. Why, sir, he has 
not read the history of the times. Is it 
fair toward any ause to select those as its 
representatives who are the least worthy 
amongst all its advocates7 Is it fair to- 
ward the twelve apostles to select Judas 
as the representstive of Christianity? 
The Woodhulls and Claflins of New York 
are no more in this cause than are the 
Tweeds and other similar men in the 
male politics of that city. As well might 
the gentleman say that self-government 
ought to be put down, because Tweed is 
prominent in his city, as to say that 
women should be denied the right of 
suffrage, because these women do not 
grace their position. Does the gentle- 
man forget that these are not leaders in 
this movement any more than Tweed is 
the leader in the government of the Uni- 
ted States? They are not the leaders, 
but it would be a strange movement if 
some people, who are not as good as they 
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ought to be, could not be seleatcd from iment has been tried, and I retld again 
among ita edvboatee. I am sure the gen- from the same letter the result of the trial 
tleman has seen sometimes, in church, in Wyoming: “When the territory was 
people, who, for the good of the church, first, organized, almost every one carried 
had better never been there; and when a loaded revolver on his person.” Why, 
he refers to this class of women 1 will they were worse than weare; they were 
refer him to another, In this town is to worse than the membersof the Pennsylva- 
be fcnnd one of the leedersof the move-. nia Legislature. “And, as a matter of 
ment, a true representative of the class 
who are asking for female suffrage-a 
woman who is es pure and as noble as any 
daughter of Eye,,that. ever.trod ‘upon the 
face of the earth--and that woman is 
Lucretia Mott. There is our leader! If 
the gentleman is ashamed to follow a 
lead such as that, I tell him I am not. 

But again, it is said if you give women 
the right to vote, they will not vote. Well, 
if they will not, what harm would be done 
by granting the right 4 In that case the 
gentleman from Jefferson (Mr. M’Mur- 
ray) need not fear that his wife would 
vote wrong if she were allowed the right 
of suffrage. He says he is opposed to giv- 
ing her the right because she is a woman, 
but if she would not exercise the right, 
why should he interfere? Mr. Chairman, 
I do not know the gentleman’s wife, but 
I will venture to say she is better looking 
and better than he’is, [laughter,] and I 
think I would be willing to risk some- 
tfiing, if I were a betting man, upon the 
resumption that she differs from him in 
politics, and therefore he is afraid to trust 
her with power to balance bisvote. Of 
course I cannot know anything about 
this ; it is all conjecture. If women would 
not vote why putin an invidious clause to 
to prevent them 4 If you know they will 
not vote, why insult them by putting 
over the polls : ‘6 No admission here for 
women Py7 But let us see, would they 
vote 4 We have some information on this 
point from Judge Kingman, and he tells 
us that in Wyoming “at first there was 
quite a number of women who refused to 
vote, but at every election that number 
has grown less, until now very few, if 
any, fail to exercise the privilege.” 

There is the experiment tried. Ah! 
Mr. Chairman, it is not because you think 
the women would not vote that you are 
not willing to allow them the privilege; 
it is because you know they will ; that is 
it ! There is where the trouble lies. 

But again, it is said this proposition 
is new, and that it would not work well. 
Men pretend to prophesy that it would 
bring some kind of ruin on our country, 
demoralize society and all that sort of a 
thing. Well, ou this point, too, the exper- 

course,altercations generally resulted in 
using them. I do not remember a single 
instance where a jury of men has convict- 
ed either party for shooting.at each other, 
even in a crowded room, if no one was 
killed ; or for killing any one, if the vie 
tim had been armed. But with two or 
three womenon the jury, they have never 
failed to follow the instructions of the 
court. Again, the courts have been nearly 
powerless with only men for jurors, in en- 
forcing the laws against drunkenness, 
gambling, housesof ill-fameand debauch- 
ery in any of its forms.” I want to call the 
attention of the gentleman from Centre 
(Mr. M’Allister) particularly to this, be- 
cause I know he is open to impression 
upon that point. He isa lover of law, and 
order, and temperance. 

“Neither grand nor petit juries could be 
relied on; but a few women on either 
panel changed the face of things at once ; 
and from that day this kind of vice has 
trembled before the law and hidden itself 
from sight, where formerly it stalked 
abroad with shameless front and brazen 
confidence in protection from punish- 
ment. 

*‘Thereare,comparatively,sofewwomen 
here, and those are so generally kept at 
home by domestic duties, that the courts 
have been unable to obtain as many of 
them for jurors as was desirable; but 
those who have served have uniformly 
acquitted themselves with great credit. 
Not a single verdict, civil or &minal, haa 
been set aside where women have composed 
apart of the jury. This has not been the 
case, by any means, when they have not 
been present. They have given better at- 
tention than tbemen have to the progress 
of tlie trials; have remembered the evl- 
dence better ; have paid more heed to the 
chargesof the court; have been leas influ- 
enced by business relations and outside 
considerations ; and have exhibited’ a 
keener conscientiousness in the honest 
discharge of responsibility. And I bave 
heard of no instance where they have in- 
ourred any odium, or ill-will or want of 
respect from having served as jurors. On 
the contrary, I am quite sure that in every 
instance they have been more highly rc- 
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speoted and more generally appreciated 
in consequence of it.” 

And hereagain 1 desire to call the’atten- 
tion of the chairman of the Committee on 
Suffrage, (Mr. M’Allister,) who oomplains 
that the exercise of the right to vote would 
degrade woman, to the fact that where the 
experiment has been tried it has not de- 
graded them, but has raised the men. I 
quote from Judge Kingman : 

“There is one other influence that has 
grown out of the presence of women in the 
court room, both as jurors and as bailiffs, 
that has been most apparent and welcome; 
it is the quiet order and decorum, the de- 
cent and respeatful behavior, the gentle- 
manly bearing that has always been ob- 
served in their presence. The spectators 
come there better dressed, chew less to. 
bacco and spit less, sit more quietly in 
their seats, walk more carefully on the 
floor, talk and whisper less; and in all re- 
spects the court room assume8 a more 
dignified and businesslike air, and bet- 
ter progress is made in disposing of the 
matter in hand.” 

Is this not conclusive upon the ques- 
tion t Can any gentleman point out why 
this experiment, that has succeeded so 
well in Wyoming, where you might have 
almost promised its failure, should not 
succeed just as well here? 

This thing is coming. It is only a ques- 
tion of time. The progress is onward. 
For thirty years I have been an advocate 
of universal self-government, and during 
that time I have marked the progress of 
it steadily onward. At first, nobody was 
a man, in the sense of the ‘I governed,” 
unless he was a white man; and indeed 
some white men were hardly counted. 
In the Constitution of 1838 the wise men 
of the time who framed that instrument 
thought it’ necessary to put in the word 
“ white,” in order to prevent what they 
saw was coming-the voting of the black 
man. That word “white,” Mr. Chair- 
man, was washed out with blood. Four 
hundred years ago women, according to 
to the popular notion of that day, had no 
souls; they were owned by the men. 
Then the notion of the gentleman from 
Centre, of the family being the unit of 
population, had some force. The law 
knew nobody but the master, and he 
owned everybody else, women, children, 
servantsand all. Still later than that, the 
women were beasts of burden and were 
harnessed to the plow beside the mule. 
After that they were graciously allowed 
to make one with the husband-here was 

a step ‘onward, you see-upon the condi- 
tion, however, that the husband. should 
be that one. Still the world moves, and in 
our time they have been granted equal civil 
rights with men. The next step is com- 
ing, and there are those hving who will 
see it; and I trust the gentleman from 
Centre is among them. That step is 
equality of all human beings both before 
the law and in the making of the law. 

Thus it is that the world moves, and 
the man who is not prepared to keep pace 
with its motion had better get out of the 
way. 

Upon this question there are two com- 
batants not very visible here, but they 
exist, nevertheless, and I will tell you 
who they are. On the one hand there are 
those who are demanding universal suf- 
frage, universal and equal political rights. 
On the other hand there is the liquor 
leagues of the country fearing the votes 
of women. This league has given out its 
edict that if we dare to let women vote 
upon its nefarious business, it will move 
heaven and earth to crush our work. It 
has already published its threats, and it 
will do what it can ; but, sir, there never 
was a conflict between right and wrong in 
which the right did not ultimately sue 
oeed, and it is easy to see on which side 
the victory will ultimately be. The com- 
batantshave entered the lists. They know 
that it is death to the wrong and the 
wrong is only asking to hold on to what 
it has wrongfully got, a little longer, 
while the right is exclaiming “how long? 
01 how long?” The wife, the mother, 
struggling under legal bonds, cry how 
long shall men,: at the very door, in open 
day, feed poison to the husband, the son, 
and we, most vitally interested in the 
matter, be denied the right tosay one word 
in the making of the laws by which, in 
cruel mockery, the business is said to be 
regulated. 

These combatants know that the result 
will be death to the wrong, and that it is 
only a question of time, and I tell you 
that this very business that kills both 
body and soul, the men of our country 
will die fighting woman suffrage. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Chairman : I ask two 
minutes in which to set myself right on 
this question. 

The gentleman from Delaware, who has 
just taken his seat, has shown himself so 
capable of presenting his cause by legit- 
mate argument, that I confess myself 
somewhat astonished that the few remarks 
which I made yesterday on this subject of 
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woman suffrage, should have been used 
by him in the manner in which they have 
been used. I said, sir, that “1 should 
vote for this section, and the following 
section, although my own personal convic- 
tions are that the principle is wrong, and 
that no man can give a good reason why 
he should have the right to vote, and at 
the same time exclude his equal and asso- 
ciate, who happens to be a woman, from 
the same right.” 

I submit that there was no gentleman on 
the floor who misunderstood my position 
when I made that statement. It does 
not put me in the position of an opponent, 
whose words would entitle the gentleman 
(Mr. Broomall) to quote me as making 
“concessions.” On the contrary, I am to- 
day, and have always been, in favor of al- 
lowing women to vote. “I shall,“as I 
said yesterday, “vote against the ,:mend- 
ment, and against the pending amend- 
ment to the amendment, and to retain 
this word lnale as it stands, while I am 
myself in favor of extending to all per- 
sons in the Commonwealth, of equal char- 
acter,” without regard to sex, the right of 
suffrage. “1 understand that my duty 
here is not to vote my own personal con- 
victions into the Constitution of Pennsyl- 
vania, but to represent, so far as I can, 
what I believe to be the sentiment of the 
people.” 

That is my position. It may be wrong; 
but it does not so seem to me. I will not, 
however, permit any one to represent me 
here, or anywhere, as an opponent of wo- 
man suffrage. If I am an opponent of 
woman suffrage, then I want to face the 
man who is in favor of it. And I will not 
have myself quoted here or anywhere as 
making ‘I concemions.” 

I have made these few remarks, Mr. 
Chairman, simply to place myself right 
on the record. I may be mistaken in my 
interpretation of my duty to those who 
sent me here. I am but human, and may 
make mistakes. In any event, that is 
how I understand my duty. If I am 
wrong I would like to be convinced of it. 

I have a few words to say in regard to 
submitting this as a separate article. This 
Constitution that we are framing (what- 
ever our personal desires may be) is to 
be submitted to the qualified electors of 
Pennsylvania, a.s they are now cm.stitzttec?; 
and to attempt to submit it to any others 
would be revolution. That is the de- 
clared law of the United States, and it is 
not jn our power to submit the Constitu- 
tion that we are framing to the men and 
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women of Pennsylvania, conjointly, or to 
the women separately ; and if we did do 
so, and it should receive a majority of 
such votes, but only a minority of the 
qualified voters as they stand, and a Gov- 
ernor should be elected who should at- 
tempt to carry them out in practice, he 
would find himself very shortly in the 
penitentiary. 

I propose, simply, to look at facts as 
they are. We are to submit our work for 
ratification to the qualified voters of the 
State, according to the recognized and es- 
tablished law of the State. Upon this sub- 
ject, therefore, our hands are tied. We 
have no power to depart from that plain 
duty. However forcible the argument 
may be on the other side, we cannot pur- 
sue any course but this. It would be 
sheer nonsense to think of submitting 
with this Constitution, to the people, a 
proposition that is certain to be, rejected. 
Therefore, common sense should teach 
us that we should conform to the inflexi- 
ble requirements of our position. Let us 
endeavor, to the best of our ability, to pu- 
rify and elevate the Legislature of our 
Commonwealth, so far as our labors will 
be likely to receive the approbation of the 
people, and trust to the result of that pu- 
rification to accomplish any additional re- 
form that may be required by the people 
of the State. 

Mr. WALKEH. Mr. Chairman: I have 
listened with much interest to the honest 
and earnest argument of the gentleman 
from Delaware (Mr. Broomall.) I fear 
much that I shall fail in answering it 
as it should be answered; but in enter- 
taining anopinion contrary to that reached 
by that gentleman I ask, through you, the 
ear of this committee whilst I submit to it 
my views. 

In my judgment, the gentleman (Mr. 
Broomall) hasstarted wrong. He assumes 
what he has no right to assume in this 
argument. When, on yesterday, it was 
said by the gentleman from Centre, (Mr. 
M’Allister,) who has reported this section 
before us, that when you look at man and 
woman in a state of nature he could see 
no reason why, if you granted to man the 
right to vote, you could withhold it from 
woman. I endorsed that sentiment, but 
in endorsing it I do anything, in my judg- 
ment, than follow in the footsteps of the 
gentlemanfromDelaware (Mr.Broomall.) 
He said yesterday, and he says to-day, 
that the member from Centre, conceding 
what he did concede, yielded the entire 
ground-was driven from the field-that 
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there was nothing to combat, and that the 
victory was his (Mr. Broomall’s) until 
something on the other side was deduced 
worthy of being answered. 

Mr. Chairman, if this is to be treated as 
a natural right, then I say a woman has 
the same right to vote that I have or that 
you have, but I hold it is not a natural 
right. It is conventional. You and I 
have a natural right to worship Almighty 
God according to the dictates of our con- 
sciences. That is between the individual 
me and my Maker. It does not concern 
me as a member of society, but you andI, 
and each and every man in the state of 
nature, God has made us so, and given to 
us that natural right. We have a right, 
it is said, to life and liberty and the pur- 
suit of happiness. These are individual 
rights. These belong to man and woman 
as man and woman, separately and col- 
lectively, but they do not carry with them 
or control inany way in my judgment, 
the question that is presented here. 

Mr. Chairman, let us meet this ques- 
tion fairly and squarely. We are here to 
represent the people of this State, to form 
an organic law, and the question is, what 
shall be our organic law ? It is reduced 
in my view of the case, to a question of ex- 
pediency, of propriety, of what is right 
and what is wrong. 

Is it for the best interest of this State 
that we shall allow or that we shall refuse 
to the sex the right to vote ! The gentle- 
man from Delaware (Mr. Broomall) 
takes one side, I take the other; and in 
taking it, Mr. Chairman, do not let it be 
said that I undervalue the sex. God know-s 
I do not. Too long has one of them been 
a companion of mine. Too tenderly did 
we live and enjoy that society for me 
ever to lisp a word or entertain a senti- 
ment hostile to the sex. Do not let it be 
said that I believe that they have not in- 
telligence enough to vote. I know they 
have. Do not let it be said that I for one 
am opposing thissuffrage, because I think 
they have not virtue enough, integrity 
enough, morality enough, intelligence 
enough, love of country enough. No, 
Mr. Chairman, these things influence me 
not at all. It is because I believe that, in 
the position in which they now are, their 
integrity, their morality, their virtue, 
their influence upon society is better, and 
will tell better than by giving to them 
the right to vote that I oppose it. 

We are, let me repeat, forming an or- 
ganic law, and it is for you and me here 
as members of this body, to inquire and 

determine what that organic law shall be. 
Shall we incorporate in it the right of the 
female to vote, or shall we leave that out? 
Do not let the gentleman from Delaware 
(Mr. Broomall) say that in coming to a 
conclusion adverse to that which the gen- 
tleman has arrived at, that we are deny- 
ing to the female any right that she has 

by nature, or that she has by education, 
or that she has by position in society. We 
are inquiring what is the best for me, 
what’ is the best for the family circle, 
what is the best for society and govern- 
ment on this question. That is the sub- 
ject that is before us. 

Now when the argument is brought 
forward here that was brought forward 
by the gentleman from Allegheny, (Mr. 
MacConnell,) and again to-day by the 
gentleman from Delaware, (Mr. Broorn- 
all,) that we have found, in England, 
queens who ruled the country, and we 
have found in Russia, and in Austria, 
and in that fabled land, if anybody can 
tell where it was, that Queen Sheba came 
from-queens who administered the gov- 
ernment as well as it was ever adminis- 
tered by men in the same countries- 
when that argument is urged upon us, it 
falls dead, m the judgment of thinking 
men, in my opinion-with all respect to 
the aged gentleman from Allegheny (Mr. 
MacConnell.) That is the organic law of 
England, of kussja, of Austria, of wherev- 
er that rule prevails; that is their gov- 
ernment. In others, as in France, they 
have a different organic law-a law that 
the female shall not reign over the peo- 
ple. What does that demonstrate? Noth- 
ing in the world. The question that is pre- 
nented to us to-day is a question of or- 
ganic law-of what is right to be done in 
forming that law, or that rule, or that 
principle. I know that England was 
ruled well in the time of Queen Bess. I 
know that it is being ruled well to-day, 
in the days of Queen Victoria. I know 
that Russia was ruled well by the harsh 
Catharino. I know that the intellectual 
and strong Maria Theresa ruled Aus- 
tria as well as it has ever been ruled 
since. But does it follow from that, we, 
to-day, are to incorporate the principle in 
our Constitution, giving to females the 
right to vote? Did Queen Elizabeth go for 
that 1 Does Queen Victoria go for that? 
Did Catharine of Russia go for the mea- 
sure, or did Maria Theresa, or Sheba? 
Were any of them in favor of women 
voting? No: they advocated their des- 
potic rule. In the days of most of these, 
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they denied the right of the people to 
vote at all. Gradually the principles 
grew. 

I say then, when this is brought for- 
ward here, as an argument in favor of 
allowing the females to vote, it falls, 
without weight, in the judgment of those 
who think properly upon the subject. 

Mr. Chairman, I have said that no man 
shall rise upon this floor and plaoe a 
higher estimate upon the female than I 
do. They may say it better and stronger 
than I can say it; but they cannot say It 
stronger or more positively than I think 
it. But when I concede that, I am far 
from conceding that the other side has 
the strength of the argument upon the 
question that is presented for our consid- 
eration in forming this Constitption. 

Allusion was made by the gentleman 
from Delaware (Mr. Broomall) to-day, in 
his argument, that a long time ago the la- 
dies were treated as beasts of burden; a 
long time ago, fouror five hundred years, 
as he said, they were the servants of their 
husbands or their fathers. Those days &re 
past, never to return, in my judgment, in 
this land of ours, and it is to ward it off, 
to keep it in the far distance that I, for 
one, rise iu my place here and put in my 
protest by my voice and my vote against 
giving to ladies the right to vote. I love 
them, if one of my age may use that ex- 
pression, I venerate their character, at 
all events, it may say that. Ilook up with 
adoration to the position that they now 
occupy, and I desire that they shall con- 
tinue to occupy it. Not long ago, and even 
to-day, if you look over the prairies of the 
west, you will see the squaw of the Indian 
chief his servant, his drayman, his tool in 
every respect, degraded, debased, without 
a right that, without a Christian elevation ; 
without the sympathies that our females 
have,and without their cultivation. Go 
again into the common geld of Germany, 
or in our own country, and look at the po- 
sition females occupy there, and tell me, 
has it held down man or helped to elevate 
man-the aid that woman bestows in that 
condition? In my opinion it has, instead 
of an elevating, a pulling-down infiuence 
upon the character of the man and the 
character of the woman. 

I am unwilling, then, that the female of 
this day, chaste, educated and pious, with 
all the fine sensibilities of her nature, shall 
be placed in a position where, as a natu- 
ral consequence, there may result degre- 
dation to her, and if degradation to her, 

much more so to you, to me and to our sex 
in general. 

It is by keeping them where they are, 
worshipping them as we do, and holding 
them in veneration, as we are compelled 
to do, that we are elevated and are being 
elevated more and more, from year to 
year. I am unwilling, Mr. Chairman, 
that your wife or mine, if she were living, 
should be brought into contact with that 
element on the way to the polls, or at the 
polls. I know it is no argument, and I 
felt its want of weight when the gentle- 
man from Centre (Mr. M’Allister) made 
use of it yesterday, when he said that 
there may be inconvenienoes in wo- 
men going to and returning from the 
polls. I know that is not a strong or a forci- 
ble argument, and yet there is more in it 
than we are apt at first to believe. It has 
a tendency to lower female esteem in the 
judgment of men, and to lower us in the 
same way. It has been said by the gen- 
tleman from Delaware (Mr. Broomall) 
that all governments are based upon the 
consent of the governed, and tbat there is 
no consent given by the families of our 
citizens to our government, and that, there- 
fore, the government is established upon 
a false and incorrect basis. I must con- 
fess that I do not feel the force of this 
argument ; I do not think that the gen- 
tleman can demonstrate to this Conven- 
tion that there is any strength or force in 
it. I know that all government is based 
upon the consent of the governed, but, I 
ask, who are the governed in this govern- 
ment of ours? Do the females in this 
State constitute the governed? I admit 
that they certainly form part and parcel 
of our government. Heretofore they have 
consented, and now they consent to the 
position they occupy, but I have yet to 
learn when and where there has been a 
disposition shown on the part of the great 
body of them to have extended to them 
the boon advocated so strongly and so 
earnestly by the gentleman from Dela- 
ware (Mr. Broomall.) The strong objet- 
tion I entertain to the extension of this 
right to vote to females, although it may 
not be a strong one in the estimation of 
others, is that it lessens our respect and 
our veneration for the female character. 
It is true that we have had addresses de- 
livered to us in this hall by intelligent, 
virtuous and educated ladies, but I 
would ask what we have learned from 
them. We heard one of them boast that 
she had the right to vote because she was 
the mother of nine children. This I deem 
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to be a species of degradation, and a source 
of corruption that, I think, ought to be 
feared if such addresses as these delivered 
to old seniors like us can come from the 
lips of. refined and educated females. If 
such is the case now, what may we look 
for when they are addressing the hustings, 
and engaged in active political warfare ? 

Those remarks I would hardly consider 
it worth while to notice, were it not for 
the character and intelligence of the gen- 
tleman who uttered them. I was astou- 
ished as well as grieved to hear gentls- 
men of such intelligence debate this 
question in such a manner. We heard 
the honorable delegate at large from 
Centre county, (Mr. M’Allister,) the 
chairman of the Committee on Suffrage, 
telling the members of this Convention 
that if women were allowed to vote 
they would have to go to the polls in 
bloomer costume. He gravely presented 
that as an argument to this body why 
they should not vote. I would like to 
know from the gentleman, who thinks 
this costume is so ridiculous, if men at 
times have not worn aostumes equally as 
ridiculous, and if a woman desires to 
wear the bloomer costume has she not a 
right to do so? 

It is to avoid all this evil, Mr. Chair- 
man, and to keep the female in the posi- 
tion she ought to occupy, that I am op 
posed to this boon which has been so 
strongly advooated. Lookingat this mat- 
ter in the narrow point of view that I have 
I do not know that anything more can 
be said. When gehtlemen on this floor 
boast that the vi&ory in this question is 
with them, because we assent that if 
woman suffrage is to be granted it is a 
question of natural right, I reply at the 
outset that if this is a natural right, it is a 
right belonging to the one sex as well as 
to the other, but I, for one, deny that pro- 
position. It is not a natural right. It is a 
conventional right, and the only ques- 
tion presented to us, and the question we 
will manfully meet is this : Is it a matter 
of policy, of discretion, and of correct 
judgment to incorporate that provision in 
our Constitution? That is the only ques- 
tion, but if it is one of nature’s rights then 
I yield the question, but I deny that pro- 
position, and say, as I have before, that it 
isonly a question of expediency and sound 
judgment, a question of what we believe 
would be for the best interests of both 
male and female for the happiness of the 
social circle and the permanent advance- 
ment of the interests of society. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Chairman: Hav- 
ing had the honor, for I esteem it an honor 
to present the minority report of the Corn! 
mittee on Suffrage and Elections upon this 
subject, which report dissented from the 
majority report upon the question of re- 
stricting to male electors the right to vote, 
I deem it proper to state, as far as possi- 
ble, the reasons which actuated us, and 
myself in particular, in presenting that 
report. I am glad that to-day there is a 
disposition upon the part of the committee 
of the whole to look upon this subject, 
and to consider it in a serious aspect ; and 
I have been very much pleased, indeed, 
with the manner in which the gentleman 
from Erie (Mr. Walker) has set forth his 
views upon it. They were in marked con- 
trast with the flippant and puerile remarks 
made yesterday by anumber of gentlemen 
on this floor. 

Does the mere matter of costume affect 
her right to vote 4 If by the mere whim 
of ;fashion, bloomer costume should be- 
come the style of garments for men, I 
venture to say that all the members of 
this Convention would, in the course of 
time, wear this costume. Conventions 
might assemble and we might have the 
pleaaure of beholding the delegate from 
Centre (Mr. M’Allister) clad in the very 
costume he has denounced on this floor. 
If dressis th6n a mere question of fash- 
ion, it cannot affect the right of women 
to vote any more than it can affect the 
rights of a male elector in this respect. 

I was also astonished to hear the dele- 
gate at large from Allegheny (Mr. W. H. 
Smith) insinuate that all the advocates of 
this movement were either heretics or 
bad persons. He said that the Woodhulls 
and the Claflins, of New York, were a 
fitting type of the persons who wer6 ad- 
vocating this movement. It is, perhaps, 
unnecessary for me to say that the gentle- 
man has forgotten a great truth, and that 
is, in all great agitations the scum always 
rises to the surface. The existence of 
that scum shows that there is a power 
being exerted beneath the surface, as the 
gentleman from Delaware (Mr. Broomall) 
remarked so we11 this morning. 

Because Tweed and his associatesin New 
York are corrupt scoundrels, and, I may 
add, because we have in Philadelphia cer- 
tain notorious and corrupt scoundrels and 
politrcrans, that is no reason whythe mass 
of the men who vote are like them. Soit is 
with these Woodhulls and Claflins. You 
cannot compare thsse people to the body of 
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the people interested in this movement of 
woman suffrage any more than you can 
compare the wretches who, at the begin- 
ning of the French revolution, committed 
the terrible outrages upon the name of 
civilization,with themassesof the peopleof 
France who rose, almost as a unit, follow- 
ing these wretches to sweep out of exist- 
ence the corrupt frame of society existing 
at the time. I think such an argument as 
that is so weak as hardly to command 
notice. 

So it is with the gentleman, the dele- 
gate at largefromPhiladelphia, (Mr. Gow- 
en,) who undertook to get up before this 
body and say that a mere little nursery 
rhyme which said : 

“ Adam ~a,8 the Brat man, 
Eve wastheother," 

was the only authority for considering a 
woman a freeman. It was an attempt by 

. means of reciting that little nursery 
rhyme to bring this matter into ridicule. 
I think that is beneath the dignity of 
this House. You cannot ridicule a great 
movement. The gentleman from Dela- 
ware (Mr. Broomall) well remarked, this 
morning, that if Christianity had depend- 
ed upon the ridicule that it underwent 
there would be no Christianity at the pre- 
sent time. Now, as I said at first, I am 
pleased with the general tone of the re- 
marks of the gentleman from Erie (Mr. 
Walker) this morning. He has treated 
this question in a serious, sober light, and 
has advanced certain arguments which I 
am pleased to have the occasion to an- 
swer. 

Coming now to the real point of this 
matter, we find that all the objections to 
female suffrage range themselves under 
two head*. 

The first is, women have no tight to 
vote. The second is, it is not expedient to 
grant to women the ballot. 

A few words as regards the right of wo- 
men to vote. The chairman of the Com- 
mittee on SuErage, Election and Repre- 
sentation (Mr. M’Allistcr) stated that he 
did not consider that this right was a natu- 
ral right, and the gentleman from Erie 
(Mr. Walker) this morning concurred 
with him in that view. I, myself, Mr. 
Chairman, considering the words ‘6 natu- 
ral right” in their ordinary signification, 
and going back before the formation of 
political society, will also join with these 
gentlemen and say that this is not a natu- 
ral right, ; but if it is not a natural right is 
it not a poljtical or a social right? So I 
boldit to be, and Iwish, in as few words as 

possible, to prove that it is a social or a po- 
litical right under our present political 
system. 

Now the Declaration of Independence 
has been often quoted here, and I do not, 
think it has been too often quoted, be- 
cause it is one of the greatest instruments 
that was ever written, and it gives us one 
great truth : That all just powers are de- 
rived from the consent of the governed. 
It also gives in that instrument, as one of 
the reasons why the colonies declared 
themselves free and independent, because 
the king had imposed taxes upon them 
without their consent. Now whenever 
you find a large body of the community 
taxed without their consent, whenever 
you find the powers of government exer- 
cised without the consent of a large num- 
ber of the governed, then I say that those 
powersare unjust; that thereshouldexist, 
on behalf of that large class unrepresented, 
though taxed, the right and means of giv- 
ing them what they are entitled to-the 
equal protection of the laws with all their 
fellow-citizens. Whenever it becomes ne- 
cessary to protect the rightsof a largenum- 
ber of people, and whenever the ballot is 
the moans-the sole means-of protecting 
those rights, and of protecting that large 
number from encroachments upon their 
interests, whenever the ballot becomes 
necessary for the accomplishment of these 
ends, then I say it is a right, it is a politi- 
cal, a social right, which you cannot, in 
justice, deny to that large number, who 
should be represented and should have 
their interests protected. 

Is the ballot necessary for the protection 
of the interests of woman? That is the 
question now. If we take a look at the 
wretched condition in which women have 
been hitherto held, and whichnow, though 
a little better, is still far from perfect ; if 
we look at the laws which have been passed 
regulating theirniarital rights, thoirrigbts 
over their children, their rights over their 
property, both beforeand after their death, 
we will find that condition so burdensome, 
those laws so unjust, so unequal, so uni%ir, 
that, I sap, it is a necessity for women to 
have the ballot, in order to bring about 
the lightening of her burdens, and the 
passage of just laws in her behalf. 

Thegentlemanfrom Erie, (Mr. Walker,) 
this morning, made some remarks m 
reference to the degradation of women in 
some of the countries of Europe, and he 
pointed also to the degradation of the 
women among the Indians. If he com- 
pared the condition of women in this 
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country now with what it was twenty, 
thirty, or fifty years ago, when it was some- 
thing similar to the present condition of 
women among the Indians, or in Europe, 

he will find that the advance that the 
woman question hasmade in this country, 
during the last twenty or thirty years, 
has been due to the agitation upon this 
very subject of woman suffrage, that the 
laws in reference to women’s rights, 
which are being passed, session after ses- 
sion, are being extorted from the male 
legislators, because those legislators are 
forced into the opinion that women have 
rights that should be recognized. But 
the laws at the present day still deprive 
large numbers of the women of a great 
many of their rights. In the matter of 
their property, we all know the unjust, 
the unfair laws-relics of the barbarous 
notions sometimes found in the old Eng- 
lish common law. We all know the un- 
just laws that give control of the wife’s 
property, practically, to the husband. 
We all know that, when a woman dies, 
her husband holds a life interest in her 
real estate; but, when a husband dies, 
the wife has no life interest in his real 
estate. We all know that a woman can- 
not appoint, in her will, a guardian for 
her children, to watch over them after 
her death; and we all know that a man 
can do so, by will, for these very same 
children. I ask you, Mr. Chairman, is a 
man’s love for his children half as great 
as a woman’s? We all know that the 
wages that are paid to women, in the same 
employments with men, are entirely in- 
adequate, entirely unequal, entirely un- 
just. We find, that where women are 
employed as teachers in our public 
~cl~ools, performing the same amount of 
work as men do in similar positions, that 
where a woman will get, say $400 00, a 
man will get $800 00 or $1,000 00. We 
find, that where a woman is paid so little, 
that she can hardly support herself, and 
subsist upon the small salary she receives, 
that a man, doing the same work and no 
more will get sometimes twice as much 
salary. I say all these unjust and unfair 
laws, now existing, in reference to women, 
are upon the statute book, at this day, be- 
cause there has been no representation of 
women in our assemblies, in our Con- 
gress, in our Legislatures. In our repre- 
sentative bodies, of any kind, there has 
been no representation of women, in order 
that their rights should be respected, and 
just laws should be passed concerning 
them. 

Then, I say, taking the fact into con- 
sideration, that there are, clearly and be- 
yond doubt, most unjust and most in- 
iquitous laws in reference to women and 
t.heir property, their rights over their 
children, their rights in respect to their 
husband’s control over their property, 1 
say, taking all this into consideration, 
then the ballot is a necessity, in order 
that women shall be protected in her 
rights; and the right to the ballot, then, 
is clear and beyond doubt. It is then a 
political and a social right; for, when you 
consider the fact that thereare unjust laws 
in reference to women, then it becomes a 
necessity that woman should be repre- 
sented in a better way than she isnow, 
in order to remove that unfairness. Now 
the only way to represent her, in our 
country, or in any other country where 
the right of suffrage or the right of the 
ballot is exercised, is to give her the bal- 
lot ; and I say, there being a necessity for 
the ballot to protect her, she has a right 
to it. Whether you consider it a natural 
right or not it is, in the condition of so- 
ciety at the present day, a political right 
that you should not deny to the large 
number of women in this Common- 
wealth. 

NOW the other objections that are made 
against giving woman the right of suf- 
frage range themselves under the head 
of the one general objection-that it is 
not expedient to grant suflrage to woman. 
A. great many persons, who have thought 
over the mat,ter, are willing to accede that 
there is no justice in denying the right to 
vote to women, but at the same time they 
say it is not expedient for women t#o ex- 
ercise the right of suffrage. The priuci- 
pal arguments, or, as.Jno. Stuart Xi11 calls 
them, aphorisms, that are so ranged under 
this head, are those that I shall now pro- 
ceed to enumerate. 

The first objection is, “ politics is not 
a woman’s business, and she would ne- 
glect her home duties if she were obliged 
to mix in politics.” Now we all know 
that where women have been called upon 
to exercise their judgment or their pow- 
ers in reference to politics, or to the ad- 
ministration of government, or to the du- 
ties of municipal or general government, 
they have always shown themselves per- 
fectly competent to undertake the man- 
agement of any affairs of the kind. 

Instances have been cited of numerous 
exhibitions, well known to all those fa- 
miliar with history, of women who have 
ruled large realms, and have ruled them 
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well, and others who have manifested rather not have it 7 I do not wish to be 
usefulness in more restricted spheres. I understood here as opposing the exer- 
will not now detain the committee by cise of the right of suffrage by negroes. 
going over the names. Fortunately that question is removed from 

We all know, however, that in the light this Convention, or I presume it is, a8 the 
of experience, where women are called committee has reported a section withthe 
upon to mix in politics, where they are word (‘white” stricken out, and I hope it 
called upon to ,undertake any of the du- will not come before thisbody ; but, using 
ties of government, or of the administra- it as an argument, I ask is it corsistent 
tion of public affairs, they are not only for these gentlemen who advocated the 
perfectly competent, but that it does not right of the negro to vote, to use now as 
interfere with their social duties; that against woman sutfrage the arguments 
they are not degraded by such mixing in which their opponents used then against 
politics; and the letter that the gentle- negro sugrage 4 
man from Delaware (Mr. Broomall) read The third objection is : I‘ Women have 
this morning from a judge in the Terri- power enough already, and therefore they 
tory of Wyoming, in WhichTerritory they should have no more.” To me this seems 
have tried the first practical experiment a very cowardly objection. Do men fear 
of woman suffrage, shows that on the that when women come to vote they shall 
contrary the mixing by women in poli- be deprived of the right to hold office 7 Do 
tics and public affairs has had a very im- men fear that they will be renioved from 
portant and benefi4al effect upon the the adtive sphere of politics, and their 
men in that Territory. I assert that wo- places be usurped, as they might ~~111 it, 
men can mix in politics without disturb- by women? 
ing the sanctity or the home. The case Do men fear that they will not have 
of Wyoming is a practical illustration of th eir full share of public oflces? I say 
it. Out there women take Part in Pri- that is a very cowardly argument, and 
marY and other elections, and sit on ju- hardly worth noticing. In the addresses 
ries, and the evidence is that such a state that we heard in this Hall before the corn- 
of affairs has increased the general stand- 
ard of intelligence and virtue and moral 

mittee on Suffrage, a few evenings since, 
there was a very amusing incident told 

worth in the whole community. that just suits this sort of argument. The 
The second objection under this head French school teachers in a certain city 

is that I1 women do not desire suffrage petitioned the proper authorities for an 
and would rather not have it.” 1 put increase of salaries, asking probably what 
it to those gentlemen who represent the was not nearly the salary that men ,got. 
dominant party in this country to-day, The gentlemen in authority said : “Well 
whether, when they were met with that we have no doubt you ought to bare it, 
argument at the time they wished to force but you have not any votes, and we ean- 
negro suffrage upon the south, they did not give you the increase.” At the same 
not reply that the negroes had been kept time they said to a deputation who had 
in such a servile condition, so remote the right to vote: “Oh, yes, we’ll grant 
from all opportunities of * ascertaining you whatever you want.” Now do gen- 
what they really wanted that they were tlemen fear the time when womeu will, by 
not capable, in the then existing condition means of proper representation in the 
of things, to say whether they wanted government, be entitled to the same con- 
suffrage or not, and whether they did not sideration by the laws, will have the 
further say to them : ‘6 If it is a right, as same laws passed for them that are passed 
we hold it to be, if it isexpedient that you for men, and will have the ‘same wages 
should give suffrage to these people, then for the same work that men get? Will 
if not more than one single black man ask women legislate men out of power? Do 
for it you 8hhatt give it. Is it consistent for men fear that? 1 think they do not need 
these gentlemen, after using these argu- to fear it. It will be found that when the 
meuts, after saying that those negroes women get the right of suffrage and vote, 
were so uneducated-so devoid of intelll- they will pass just laws, placing them 
gence that they could not tell whether more on au equality with men, and giving 
they wanted suffrageor not, and therefore them that due consideration, which here- 
would not ask for it-is it consistent of tofore they have not had in the distribu- 
those gentlemen now to deny to women tion of power in the government. 
the right of suffrage upon the ground that The fourth objection under this head is : 
she does not abk for it, that she would “If you give the right to vote to women 
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it necasssrily carries with it the right to 
bear arms.” 

This, to my mind, is a very weak and 
fallacious argument, bac3use where have 
we, in any period of history, either iu our 
own conntry or in any other, where do 
we find in any Constitution, iJJ arJy code 
of laws, or any Jnnnicipal regulations, 
that tlJe right of sutrrage carries with it the 
right to bear arms. AlJJJost every day we 
have petItions pre.sented in this body from 
JJJembers of the society of Friends, aski?Jg 
that they should be exeJJJpt frurJJ the per- 
formance of military duty, and that they 
should not even pay a tax in lieu thereof. 
I know that there are a large JJunJber of 
gentlemen on this Hoor who believe that 
those persons, lravi,ug conscicJJtJons scru- 
ples against bearing arJns, should be ex- 
enrpt from .nJilitary duty. I ask any of 
those gentlemen so believing, would they 
for One moment entertain a proposition to 
deny these members of the society of 
Friends the right Of sull’rage? But some 
gentlemen will tell us that because a wo- 
man cannot bear arms, or cloes not want 
to, she should not have the right to vote. 
It is the very height of inc9rJsistency. 
The right to vote dots JJot carry witlJ it 
the right to bear arums. How nJau,v Juem- 
hers of this body are there who art? physi- 
cally incapable of bearing arJJJs bv rea- 
sun of being beyond rrJiddle age? How 
would they like trJ hear some oJJe say to 
them, it You emnot bear arms, and there- 
fore you cannot \~ote.” Would they say 
that was justice? So; thcywuuld say it 
was rank iJJjustice. So it is with women. 
There are other depnrtmeuts in connec- 
tion With the army wherein Wo3~len may 

serve their country eiliciently without 
bearing artns. TlJeg caJJ nurse the sick 
and wounded. They cqn bcconle clerks 
in government officea, and nttcmi t0 a 
great many details of governJJJeJJt busi- 
1lOSS 35 well as sr~y man, and all thiswith- 
o~ti bearing arms. 

For myself,. unlike my friend from 
ljelamare, (Mr. Broomatl,) who cited his- 
tOriCal incidents Of women w-h0 fought in 
trrder to prove t!utt t,hey can fight, I 
never want to see the day when women 
will fight, nor is it at all necessary that 
they should. TlJeir riglJt to vote does not 

, ’ depend upon the right to bear arms, nor 
upon their fighting or not fighting. 

The fifth objection is that “women 
could not hold office; it would not be 
proper.” 

I would, in this connection, call the at 
tention of members of this committee to 
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the fact that women do hold oiiicc and 
hold it well. In a number of the sclJ~ol 
boards of tlJis country aJld of other coun- 
tries w’omen do exercise fhesc powers ; 
1~01~1 positions as ininor officers untleJ 
government. 

Aud we know that in Wyoming Terri- 
tory women have held offices, women 
hare sat upon juries, and the testimony 
has been: That where they. have held 
oflicex, where ‘they have sat upi~u juries, 
the business of thtir oflices and the :td- 
ministration of the law have bccninfinite- 
ly superior towhst it was before they held 
them. I do not mean to be understootl 
as stying that women can do everything 
better t,han men, because I do not believe 
in such a doctrine, nor do the women 
themselves ; but I say where you bare :J 
proper mfxture of men and women in 
your public oflices, and upon Four juries, 
and as representatives of the pcoplc, ~orr 
will have n higher tone in the adminis- 
tration of the laws and of justice. 

The sixth objection, which is similar to 
the first one, that it is not womens busi- 
ness to mix in politics, and which seems 
to be the greatest bugbcsr to most of the 
gentleJnen wlJo have not seriously cnnsitl- 
ered thesu bject is : “Thatit would dcgradc 
wonJan to give her the right of suffrage ;” 
that she would bc coJnpelled to go to the 
polls, aJJd we would witJJess, not only the 
scones that w12 witness at present, but we 
would witness scenes far worse; that it 
u-ould be a crying disgrace to our civiliz-. 
tion; that the character of women and 
and men would be lowered by woman go - 
ing to the polls and tlegpading herself’ as 
they say. I hold just the reverse. I hold* 
that in the place where we 1Jave seen the * 
matter practically applied, where we hare . 
seen women exercising the right to vote, 
in the Territory of WyoJning,the contrary 
has been proved. Bouhaveseen the test;- 
nJony of the Governor of the Territqv, 
you have seen the testiruony of the judge 
of the United States Court in that Tcrri- 
tory, and their testimony is: That not 
o111y dots it not degrade woman, hut, on 
ttJe contrary, it gives a higher tone not. 
011ly to women but to ruen. 

I ask tlJe gentlemen here, all of whonJ 
are JJO doubt familiar with the ortlinnq 
scsnes at our elections, what can be worse 
than the sight of miserable, drunken 
good for nothing wretclJes, that we see 
ordinnri!y lounging around the polls? 
1Vhat can surpass the disturbance, tlJo 
disgraces to the peace of the oommunity 
that take place at those elections? What 
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can be worse than the character of the 
election officers, in many instances, who 
are placed there to take charge of the 
elections? I ask gentlemen hem, is it 
possible forsuch scenes to bemnde worse? 
If you give the right to women to vote, 
and let them go to the polls, you will find 
the’,same thing in Pennsylvania that you 
find in Wyoming. You will find that 
when women go to the polls they will be 
treated with respect. You will find that 
the disorder, and the confusion, and out- 
rages which are constantly in attendance 
upon the elections at the present day will 
cease, and that men will become better 
citizens. 

These are the principal objections as I 
said that are made to the exercise of the 
right of suffrage by woman. Looking at 
it as a political right, neocssary for the 
well being of half of the community, I 
might aaymore than half the community, 
necessary for the protection of that half in 
their rights of person and of property, ne- 
(eessary for the political existence of that 
class, I say that this r&tit should be 
granted by the people of this Common- 
wealth. 

I wish, before closing my remarks, to re- 
fer to the argument that was used by the 
gentleman from Potter (Mr. Mann) yes- 
terday. He says the people have not 
asked for thisright. Heshall vote against 
it because the people have not asked 
for it. I would ask the gentleman what 
the people have asked for? How have 
they expressed to us their wishes ? Eiave 
they not told us, in electing us: “You 
are to meet together, as our representa- 
tives : you are to frame such amendments 
to the Constitution as you, in your own 
wisdom, shall deem tit, and the under- 
standing between you and us is that all 
those amendments that you propose and 
consider, and hnally pass upon, shall be 
submitted to us at the polls.” Have they 
not told that to us? Then are we not con- 
scientiously performingour duty, ifin our 
belief a certain thing is right, we ask this 
Convention to submit that question to the 
people ? 

We, the minority of the committee, 
wish now to strike out the word iGmalo,” 
because we believe that there is no jus- 
tice in denying to women the exercise of 
the elective franchise. We wish to place 
ourselves right on the record, in striking 
thst word out. We desiro that our names 
shall be upon the records favoring such a 
proposition, but in order to allow women 
to obtain the right to rote in a practical 

manner, or rather in order to submit to 
the people, to whom we should submit 
everything that wyc do, in an intelligeat 
manner, the matter of female suErage, 
we propose to ask the Convention to agree 
to the submission to the people of a 
separate amendment, without the word 
*‘male” being included in it, and we would 
ask these gentlemen who do not believe 
n the right of females to vote, to give us, 

out of fairness, out of justice, the oppor- 
tunity to test the question before the pea- 
ple. 

The gentleman from Potter (Mr. Mann) 
says the people have not asked us for it. 
The way to find out and determine wheth- 
er the people do or will ask us for it or not 
is to get an expression from them at the 
polls. Therefore we propose, at the proper 
titne, to ask thecommittee, and finally the 
Convention, to give their consent to the 
submission to a separate vote of the sec- 
tion giving females the right of suffrage, 
and we ask in common justice, in com- 
mon Fairness. in common deference to the 
views of a large number of members on 
this floor who desire to see women vote, 
and in common justice to the numbers of 
women themselves, that the Convention 
shdll give to them also an opportunity to 
be heard upon the question as to whether 
they want to vote or not. While in Favor 
of doing this, I wish to be distinctly un- 
derstood that insubmitting this section in 
the manner proposed, we think that it is 
the best way. I think the people shonld 
rise to the emergency, and should pro- 
nounce absolutely in favor of giving to 
the women the right to vote. I shall vote 
willingly, and with the greatest pleasure, 
to strike this word “male” out of the sec- 
tion, because I do not think it is in there 
justly, and I therefore wish to see it got 
rid of. 

It will not, doto treat thismovement with 
ridicule and with contempt. Iii the Con- 
vention of 1837-38 the proposition to strike 
the word “white” out was treated with 
ridicule and contempt, just as this ques- 
tion IS being treated now; and what do 
we find? Thirty-four years have elapsed, 
and you find that the word “white“ in the 
Constitution of this State is to-day usele.ss. 
So it will be with this movement. Even 
if it f&ils here, even if it fails temporarily j 
before the people, the time will come, 
and, aye, soon, when the right of women 
to vote will be no longer denied ; when 
j&ice will be accorded to her; when she 
will take her proper part in the adminis- 
tratien of the laws and of government, 
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and when occupying the positions as 
equals, in certain political rights, with 
men, as the Almighty intended she 
should, we shall have a better state of 
society, a purer and higher devotion to 
our country and our God. The sooner the 
mem bc?rsOf this Convention will reCOgniZe 

that fact, and help, by their votes, to bring 
this state of society about, the better it 
will be for the masses of the people of the 
Commonwealth, as well as for the gentlc- 
meu themselves. 

Jfr. GOWEN. Mr. Chairman : I rise 
with a feeling of very great reluctance. I 
am almost overpowered to think that so 
many members of this Convention who 
adhere to old-fashioned ideas and old- 
fashioned usages; are charged by my 
friend from Philadelphia (Mr. Campbell) 
with being puerile and flippant. I re- 
gret it exceedingly. There is no mem- 
ber in this Convention in whose opinion 
we should all stand better than in that of 
my friend from Philadelphia, but I must 
assure him, unless he cau bring bet:er ar- 
guinents to support the position he takes, 
or suggest reforms that will cotnmend 
themselves to the good sense of the Con- 
vention, he is to be blanted if those who 
differ with him speak flippantly upon 
the subject. 1 believe, Mr. Chairman 
that there is no Commonwealth in this 
country where the people are more con- 
servative than they are in the Common- 
wcdlth of Pennsylvania. I believe there 
is a great deal of the old German and 
Quaker leaven throughout the good peo- 
plc! of this State, that revolts with indig- 
nation at the ideas of some of the would- 
be reformers that are presented to this 
Convention. I know that it is with great 
difficulty that some people cau resist the 
temptation of taking other people’s pro- 
perty to pay their own debts, and it al- 
ways will be a favorite scheme with mod- 
ern reformers to introduce commu- 
nistic ideas intoour social life. 

I am willing to admit, however, that 
there are a great many well-meaning men 
who think that our social life would be 
improved by giving to women the right 
of suffrage. 1 think the people of this 
Commonwealth sent us here for a better 
purpose than to divide the property 
among all the persons of the State, irre- 
spective of the will of the one whose mus- 
ale or whose talent acquired it; and I be- 
lieve the people of this Commonwealth 
are ten to one against any proposition that 
shall destroy the sanctity and the secu- 
rity of their homes by holding up woman 

as the fellow of man in his struggle for 
political advancement. I am willing to 
admit everything that has been urged 
by the gentleman from Delaware (,\lr. 
Broomall) complimentary to the female 
sex. Nay, more; I am willing to admit 
that men, in their relations with each 
other, would be improved if woman exer- 
cised the right of suffrage. I believe that, 
no matter what the reasoning powers of 
woman may be, and I am not one of those 
who would deny her the equal attributes 
of reasoning faculties with man, but no 
matter what these reasoning facultiesmay 
be, her instincts are always right. I be- 
lieve if the women in this State had the 
right to vote, such disgraces as we have 
lived under in our political elections 
would cease forever. I believe this to bc 
a fact; but, Mr. Chairman, at what sacri- 
tice could it be secured? What price 
would we have to pay for the accomplish- 
ment of this @od? Why, sir, at the sac- 
rifice of all the most beautiful, the most 
delightful, and the most holy associations 
that cluster around our homes. It has 
been charged, and well charged, against 
the American people, that the life of an 
American citizen is devoted to the accu- 
mulation of wealth, or the gratification 
of political or other ambition. True it is, 
and it cannot be denied, that, espeoially 
in the crowded marts of commerce, the 
sacred relations of home do not intluencc 
our lives as they do in somo of the older 
countries of Europe. I speak now more 
particularly with reference to our cities. 

Let me illustrate the argument I havo 
to make by referring to another subject. 
It is well known and admitted that our 
social or political fabric, in this city par- 
ticularly, had become so corrupt that the 
legislative power in this Commonwealth, 
in order to rescue us from the evils that 
environed us, have been, for the last five 
or six years, gradually vesting in the ju- 
diciary the power of appointment to oilice 
instead of vesting it in the people. And 
why ? Simply because, to our credit be 
it spoken, the judiciary of the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania was pure and re- 
cognized as pure: aud it was believed 
that by taking away from the people the 
right of election to certain offices which 
control the distribution of money and 
patronage, we would secure a better ad- 
ministration of public affairs. The result 
has proved this to be the case ; but what, 
Mr. Chairman, has been the effect upon 
the judiciary? Already we see it. AI- 
ready we are besieged in our ‘offices 
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end in our houses bv applications. 
dlawn up by politicians, requesting 
our names to be attached to tholn for 
Llm appointment by the judiciary of cer- 
tain persons to olfice, and the result of 
this system will be such that hereafter 
the &ice of a judge will be sought after 
I>y the mere politician, for the purpose ;bf 
dispensing patronage, to the degradation 
of the judiciary of the Commonmcultb of 
Pennsylvania. 80 will it be with the 
right of suifrage by woman. True, it 
may elevate the man. True, it nnq- re- 
~nove the asperities of public and politi- 
cal life. True, it may purify mauy of 
the noA,me sinks of corruption that in- 
fest this city ; but these results ~‘$11 only 
be accomplished by the creation of an 
evil which is ten times greater, and that 
is the destruction of the sacred relstiour 
of our homes. 

It is such a woman as this who should 
be held up as the chararter of the Penn- 
sylvania woman, and not Cutharine of 
Russia or Elizabeth of England. God 
forbid that the character of Catharine of 
Russia, or even of Elizabeth of ICnglantl, 
should ever be held up as a pattorn for 
the young women of this Commonwealth 
to follow. It is such a relation as the 
poet describes that I propose to protect 
and todofend, byplacinga barrier between 
the woninn and the man that shall pre- 
vent her taking part in this lvild and fan- 
tastical struggle for govcrmnent. The 
home ‘nluence that wonriln exercises, 
clot only upon the child, but upon the 
young man and the old man, is the only 
influence that we can rely upon, with an 
unfaltering confidence, to bring up the 
young people of this Comrno:~wealth so 
that they will revere the sanctity of their 
IlOWZ!~, and, whatcver mzay be their 
future life, look back, with :I fond and 
sacred reverence, to the stainieaq purity 
of their early lives. I admit that woman 
enjoys all the mental faculties requisite 
to a proper exercise of this right oi suf- 
frage. But the very fact that she has 
these faculties, as she is always more 

conscientious t&an man, will make her 
ambitious to understand and appreciate 
the duty t&t she is crrllcd upon to per- 
form, and th,c: ?,cver cm be doue, e-Wept 
by the nqle;C 01’ o:her duties which it is 

more important for us and the Common- 
wealth that she should esercise and p~‘r- 
form. Therefore, Xr. Chairman, I have 
taken the iloor as the champion of woman. . 
I admit all that has been niitl c3111l)li.. 
meritnrv t:, her. I grant lo her every at- 
tribute whic!l her lrlost ardent. :bdmir(>r 
has invoked for her. I stand here for the 
protertiou of those women -the l,ure, 
the nobic and the lligh-nlintled-\\-lh, 
woultl no more enter hto this hall to ark 
t!lc? right of suffrage frq)ln this Convention 
than they would degrade theruselvcs 1, 
the cxcrcisc of it if it was grautcd. I ask 
for t.he:n that we shall erect thin barrier 
butwcen ourselves and them, that t.hcy- 
msy lx reg.trtletl in tho future as tile) 

have been in the pnst, and that we wiil 
uot have presented to us, in this city ant1 
in this C1011irrro11W031tll, the abject sp”:t:~ 
cl2 of :I woulan at the hustings, slrivin:g 
to dcp,:,sit her v&c, to the neglect of hei 
family duties, and to the destruc%ion 01 
tho.32 s3ciaI relations whic!l it is so im- 
portant for all of us to nidinhin in- 

vicklate. 
It sewis to me, Mr. C’llairman, that the 

wild reforlners of this age have ovcr- 
lOOkk?d the! distinction that was made I,) 
the A\lmighty, and that they forget that 
the relative position of the two sexes was 
not intended to IX tile s~nle. I know 

that there are men and women living in 
this niodcrri age who count thensclres ar 
refc>rmers, agr3riansand coninlunists, who 

believe in ovcrturniug all the settled tra- 
ditions of our ancestry-men and wonle*3h 

both, who with an assurance wtlidk uiwt 

to some extent oonrm:md our admiralioli 
for itscilronterg, would intrude itself intll 
llrc comp:,n>- of an;Scln alld arnollg t1ro 

wiurcils of heaven, and diciate to the ,4l- 
might)- w!l:lt should bc the polic*y of 0111- 
uipotence, but 1 believe that the relations 
between the saxes, as they were estab- 
lixhcd bp the hlmigh?y in the garden of 
Edeu, arc! the relations which should con- 
tinue through all coming time. 

I believe that there is no nation.or con- 
munity that can rudely lay its hand upon 
these relations and prosper. I am awar<* 
that this has been done in some countries. 
I know that iu some parts of the conti- 
nent of Europe you c,m HCC a man driving 
a plough, drawn by a woman yoked to a 
co,v. I must .say that 1 think it is a8 de- 

grading to a woman to enter the political 
arend, :md cast her ballot mi th meu and 

::tkc llcr part in public lit’<!, as it is Lo be 
}litc:lleil witha cow lo puii a plough driven 
by a man. If the right of sutfra~e is es- 
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tended to women, where shall we stop in 
the progress of events? Are they to be 
,j urywomen? Are you to send a wornan 
out with a crowd of men inlo a j nry room 
to spend three or four days or nights, un- 
til the verdict be rendered? Mr. Chsir- 
~nan, I want this sacred relation, which is 
the purest and best of our free institu- 
t ions, to remain forever the same as it now 
is. The woman for whom I plead is not 
she who comes into this hall, and strug- 
gles before a crowd of men to be heard 
rIpon the question of female suffrage. 
Sot Elizabeth of England, nor Katharine 
of Russia, nor Boadacia, not the modern 
amazonian reformer, but woman-the mo- 
t her, the wife and the daughter-the pure, 
the gentle and the good, who meets us at 
the cradle, who accompanies us in our 
pathway through life, and who, at the end 
of this long pilgrimage, is the last mourn- 
ful attendant who parts. from us rls .we 

stand trembling at the opening portals of 
the tomb. 

Mr. DE FRANCE. Mr. Chairman : I movo 
that the committee rise, report progress 
and ask leave to sit again. 

The motion was agreed to. 

IN CONvENTION. 

The committee then rose, and the Presi- 
dent pro tern., Mr. Walker, resumed the 
chair. 

Mr. LAWRENOE. Mr.’ President : The 
committee of the whole, having had un- 
der &onsideration the article reported by 
the Committee on SatlYage and Election, 
have instructed me to.report progress and 
ask leave to sit again. 

Permission was given to sit to-morrow. 
Mr. ANDREW REED moved to adjourn, 

which was agreed to. 
And thereupon, at two o’clock P. M., 

the Cxrvention adjourned. 

I 
l 

. . . . __.. ..-. . 1. .-: . ..z. : 
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THIRTY-FIFTH DAY. 

WE~~NESDAP, February 5, 1873. 

The Convention met at eleven o’clock, 
Mr. Walker in the chair. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. James 
W. Curry. 

JOURNAL. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings 
was read and approved. 

POLL TAX. 

Mr. TEMPLE presented a memorial from 
certain citizens of Philadelphia, asking 
for the enactment of a law compelling the 
payment of the poll tax, which was read 
andreferred to the Committee on Revenue 
and Taxation. 

PROHIBITION. 

Mr. TURRELL presented a petition from 
certain citizens of Susqnehanna county, 
relative to the manufacture and sale of 
intoxicating liquors, which was referred 
to the Committee on Legislation. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. CHAS. A. BLACK asked and ob- 
tained leave of absence for Mr. Purman 
for a few days. 

PROHIBITION. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG presented three several 
petitions &0m certain citizens of Lycom- 
ing county, praying for an amendment to 
the Constitution prohibiting the manufacz- 
ture and sale of intoxicating liquors, 
which were referred to the Committee on 
Legislation. 

LINITATION OF DEBATE. 

Mr. HAZZARD offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read : 

Resolved, That upon the subject of 
woman suffrage no member shall speak 
twice until all have spoken who wish to 
speak, and none shall speak more than 
ten minutes at one time. 

Mr. KAINE. I rise to a question of 
order. The standing rules of this body 
provide that no limitation shall be applied 
to Gsc~s&ns in committee of the whole. 

That rule cannot be changed eXcept as 
provided by the rules. 

The PRESIDENT, pro Lem. I decide the 
question of order is well taken. 

LIAIIJJATION OF PROSECUTION. 

Mr. STEWART offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to 
the Committea on the Bill of Riahts : 

Resolved, That the second paragraph of 
section ten, article nine, in the Constitu- 
tion be so amended as to read: 

“In all cases where there has been a 
final verdict of acquittal or conviction, 
after an adequate indictment, the defend- 
ant shall not again be proceeded against, 
criminally, for the same offence.” 

Mr. FINNEY offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Suffrage : 

Resolved, That at every general or mu- 
nicipal election held in and after 18&j, 
every elector who shall not theretofore 
have voted within this State, shall be able 
to read the Constitution of the United 
States and of this State, and to write his 
name. 

SUFFRA4CiE. 

The PREBIDENT,~TO tena. The question 
before the ConveLtion is the further con- 
sideration in committee of the whole of 
the article offered by the Committee on 
Suffrage, Election and Representation. 

The Convention then, as in committee 
of the whole, Mr. Lawrence in the chair, 
proceeded to the consideration of the ar- 
ticle reported by t,he Committee on Suf- 
frage, Election and Representation. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Mr. Chairman : I feel 
justified in claiming the attention of this 
body, as I have not troubled them but 
once in the last five weeks, and I conse- 
quently claim the right now for a short 
time of their attention. 

I had not designed to raise my voice 
upon this vexed question. It had been 
floating through my mind for years, and 
I had not been able to arrive at anything 
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like a satisfactory conclusion upon the 
subject. The discussion of yesterday and 
the day before, however, brought me to 
something like a conclusion: and as I 
stand here today, in association with my 
colleagues, tbe representative of ninety- 
eight thousand female constituents, I 
think they have a right to look to us that 
their rights shall be represented upon thie 
floor. The conclusion we may come to 
upon this subject is one of vast import- 
ance ; and how does it stand before us 
now? There are three propositions before 
this committee-the first reported by the 
committee who had the subject in charge, 
with the words “ male citizen ; ” the next, 
the amendment of the gentleman from 
Delaware, [Mr. Broomall,) to strike out 
the word ‘I male,” and to leave the word 
‘;citizen :’ stand by itself; then the mo- 
tion of the member from Indiana, (Mr. 
Harry White,) to strike out both these 
words and insert the word “freeman.” 
It has beeu thought that perhaps these 
ladies will be left down a little more 
gently by the adoption of the latter clause ; 
be decapitated and not know what hurt 
them-a sort oi rhetorical dodge it is, in 
my estimation ; and yet when I listened 
to the argument of my friend upon the 
other side of the hall, (Mr. Gibson,) I 
was brought to the conclusion that the 
word 6Lfreeman7’ was, after all, a better 
term than I‘ male citizen,” because many 
men might vote as male citizens that the 
word freeman would entirely exclude, 
and I consequently prefer the latter. 

The member from Delaware, (Mr. 
Broomall,) in the conclusion of his re- 
marks, as I understand it, places this 
question upon its true ground, not as a 
matter of expediency, but as a matter of 
reform; as a matter of advancement in 
civilization, and upon that point of view 
it is that I propose to consider it. Reform 
has been opposed in all’agea of the world ; 
advancement has been assailed from the 
time that Fulton invented his steamboat, 
and what an array of opposition there was 
to that! Yes, sir; we read in history 
that the landed proprietors of Great 
Britain bitterly opposed the progress of 
Stephenson’s railroad scheme, because it 
would destroy their fox-huntiug granges 
and scare away their grouse. But the 

progress of the railroad went on. If 
there ever was a man that stood upon the 

borders of starvation, it was that man 
Elias Howe; standing out with his sew- 
ing machine, perfected, in his hands that 
was to ameliorate the oonditiou of the 
laboring poor, and yet a determined oppo- 
sition opposed it for years. Reform has 
ever been opposed through ignorance and 
prejudice. I remember the day when in 
the county of Luzeme of and all her 
population but one solitary man dared to 
stand forth and raise his voice against the 
blight of American slavery. He was 
ridden upon a rail; and the pavement 
was lined with thousands to witness the 
disgraceful spectacle, but fearing to put 
forth a hand to rescue the victim from the 
degrading position into which they had 
placed him. I lived still further to see a 
day when that same principle not only 
through my own county and State, but 
throughout the entire Union, swept like 
a storm. Nor, sir, were its waves con- 
fined to the narrow limits of this State, 
or even the Union itself. The wave rolled 
upon the ice-bound shores of tho empire 
of the Czar, and the first fruits of the 
grand principle was to shatter the shackles 
of thirty miliions of Russian serfs. It 
was a strange thing to comprehend that 
these men who were holding secret meet- 
ings under garrison, and others in the 
eastern and western States, should see 
the acorn that they thus planted rise in 
thirty years to an oak that should extend 
its branches over the entire land ! That, 
sir, was a matter of progress and reform. 
How does it differ from the matter under 
consideration to-day? Why, sir, let me 
say that the old revolutionary war was 
but a step in reform, not merely a step 
but a great stride. What was it, I ask, 
that inspired that noted man from Vir- 
ginia to open his voice in Carpenter‘s hall- 
only a few furlongs from this place-and 
to send from there a note of warning that 
aroused a continent to arms. It was the 
principle that the inhabitants of the cola- . 
nies were bound by laws in the enact- 
ment of which they had no voice, the 
same principle that prevails to-day in re- 
gard to women. But how did our auces- 
tars receive that note that waa issued to 
them S They threw down theimplements 
of husbandry and trade and rushed to the 
fields of Yrinoeton and of Monmouth- 
yes, to our own fields of Germantown and 
Brandywine, and God-ever with the 
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right-gave victory to their cause and to 
their arms. It was a question of reform ; 
it was a change from oppression. It was 
rising for their rights when these rights 
were denied to them. Now, sir, that is 
what our ancestors did on a like occasion 
to this. And shall we, their sons, be 
recreant when the same principle comes 
up for consideration, and shail we refuse 
to do what they did with such alacrity ? 

What is the condition of woman in 
Pennsylvania? She has come to be, to a 
certain extent, afemme sole. She inherits 
estate ; she acquires property ; it is hers, 
and no act of her husband can, in any 
way whatsoever, interfere with it.. On the 
other hand, though she owns the estate, 
there is no privilege given to her, by 
voice or by vote, to do one thing, or to 
take one step upon the subject of the 
legislative enactments that are to control 
that property. The question before us 
now is whether she shall be allowed to 
assume that prerogative. I, for the life of 
me, cannot understand why the woman- 
the landholder-the possessor of an es- 
tate, is not justly entitled to exercise the 
right of suffrage, or act as a legislator on 
that subject, as well as the pardoned 
miscreant from the penitentiary’s walls ; 
and I might go on to mention, for com- 
parison, other characters and other per- 
sons that do exercise this right when 
virtuous and intelligent women are ex- 
cluded from it. I have listened for some 
sort of reason or pretext against this pro- 
posed amendment. What has been said- 
what can be said against the granting of 
this right that is respectfully asked for by 
her? I have heard none. I have not 
conversed with a member who admits 
that he has heard a solitary argument 
that should defeat woman in this claim. 
Expediency? It is not a question of ex- 
pediency. Those that come after US will 
meet the question of expediency. The 
questions here are, is it ~%ght ? Is it just? 
We do not come here to act for ourselves. 
We are, it is true, the representatives of 
the living, but we are making provisions 
for those that are to come after us. We 
are establishing a system that, perchance, 
for a hundred years shall have the sway 
of the interests of this Commonwealth. 
What has been urged against this propo- 
sition of female suffrage? Family dis- 
sension !-that it will create division and 

dissension in the household. Why, Mr. 
Chairman, what family on earth is there 
in which there is not difference of opinion 
and dissension? Are there not diRerent 
views with regard to every question of 
policy that rises betwixt the husband and 
wife, and the children that surround their 
board? Some go to one church and some 

to another. Some take one view of poli- 
tics and some another. Why dissension 
is the natural inheritance of the family 
relation. But it need not disturb the 
quiet and harmony of that relation at all. 
I can refer you to an instance where the 
Methodist husband and the Quaker wife, 
for more than thirty years, have lived 
upon terms of unquestioned and unquali- 
fied happiness. 

I can refer you to another instance 
where a Republican husband and a 
staunch, unswerving and unyielding 
democratic wife have nestled in domestic 
harmony filr more than a quarter of a 
century. I am thankful that I need not 
go ontside of *ny own family relations for 
an illustration to the point. Dissention 
in the filmily ! Is such a humbug as that 
to stand as a stumbling block against the 
progress of the question of reform, which 
demands, at every man’s heart, an inde- 
pendent exercise of his voice and of his 
vote. The f&llacious propo4tion has been 
urged here, that a woman cannot work 
her way to the polls. How are we to 
know that a woman cannot work her way 
up to the polls? 1 have just as gooo a 
right to say that she can as any other man 
LO say she cannot. We might estabiish, 
for her special use, a separate voting place. 
Perhaps this would probably be the pro- 
per policy under thisconstitutional prori- 
sion, but I sny this, that she CCL% work her 
way LI) the polls. I say that a mighty 
change has come over the moral aspect of 

our laud. If you desire to send your with 
froui Philadelphia to Pirrsburg, to Har- 
risburg, to Lancaster or Wilkesbarre, do 
you now send an attendant with her? 
No, sir; she takes her place in the rxi!- 
w&y oar and she is protected j~lst as much 
as though she had a special goaroian with 
her. Kay, more than th.?t, from Phila- 
derphin to the further shores of the aim- 
tirlent she can now be protected in her 
travels. I sly she can work hrr wzly to 
the polls. Rum was lately slaugutered, 
thank God, by an act of .isseriiclly. I 

. 
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went to the polls on the election of last 
fall tn deposit my vote, and itwids asqniet 
and still there as at the portals of the 
house of God, and but for the fact that a 
few men eat within the window I should 
not have known that an election WRS be- 
ing helli ; and it was sitnply because in- 
toxicating drinks’ are now with,irawn 
from the precinctsonelection day. Who 
shall interfere with a woman in going to 
her srepnrate polling office, or even going 
by her husband’s side, when the moral 
sense of the community stands f,brt!l to 
protect hcrt In the hotel where I am 
lo~lgi~~g, in one corner of the room is a lit- 
tle box borne eight feet square, within 
that space sits a felnalc telegraph operator. 
Never one word of 0bscr:nity or profanity 
is hrard in tbat room; and Ihe cause is 
that the presenceofwomanis krrowr~ ant1 
felt bF all those who are in the habit of 
conzrepating there I claim that she has 
nlways been protcctrd from the rudest 
and roughest man. I rememl)rr an in- 
stance mentioned by l&t Harte xvheu 1~ 
that solitary place he describes in a west- 
eru State, where a wotnan had not been 
see11 for soule montha, and one w;*s 
brought there in :L wagon ; the meu Caine 
in ;I crowd and demanded to look upon 
the imaLe of a ml,ther, sister or a wifb in 
the representative then before theln. I 
was delighted at the reading of that letter. 
produced in this Convention, froul a judge 
in a western Territory,fur It n:lrrated the 
State of afUrs I heave long expected ar,d 
predicted. We leidrued froiu this letter 
that in the courts in that Territory, where 
j usGo IS administered when w’o:ntin is 
prf sent, a far differtmt scene is disclosed 
froiu that upon whi<,h our eyes are ;MX:UJ- 
toure 1 tu dwell, It, however, has been 
argued here as oue of the objecttons 10 
wotn.An sulfrage that she may cause hrr- 
self to bd e&red to ol&e. Well, I hope 
she nil1 ; atld I will say this, that If she 
does not make a better legislat~~r thzcn a 
nuuhbar of rhG>he now in power, the Lord 
h;*re niercy upon her! 1~111 trust her 
anywhere. TQ whom do rneu, eve,, wheu 
their hairs are white, po sooner for coun- 
srl than LO the mother that has btrrue 
them ? The remarks of the gentleman 
from Philadelphia (Mr. G~wrn) gester- 
d;t.r, who so eloquently referred to his 
mother, impressed me deeply. They are 
the couusellors upon whose discretton, 

virtue and esteem we rely for guidance 
in ail times of emergency. Th’s whole 
subject comes down now to this solitary 
question : In it woman’s right to ask for 
suffra,ge? If it is, let it beconferred upon 
her. If she has no right to ask for it then 
it ia our duty to decide azniust her. Rut, 
I ask, where are the petitions in f.lvor of 
granting her this right? Where are the 
remontirances which hnve come against 
denying her any longer this riyht? Hun- 
dreds of them have reached this Conven- 
tion from all pnrts of the State, and have 
hren laid upon the table; and not one 
lies there which repe!s this application for 
the privilece. 31 r. Chairman, in the con- 
clusion of these few remarks let nle tail 
your attention and that of the committee 
to the individuals whose names are upon 
thbe petitions. Who are thev ? Thry are 
not the Woodhulls and the Cl&ins; they 
are the tenchtlrs of peacqe, moralltp and 
the christian religion. They are the resi- 
dents of Ibelaware and Chester counties, 
and theoity~PPhiladelphia. They are the 
descendants of tllut man whose likeness 
adorns this hall-the great founder of the 
Colllmonwe.llth of Pennsylvania. They 
are noneof your Woodhulls and Claflins. 
They are the teachers of everything that 
is rirtuous and wise and proper Part of 
the Mood that flows in my veins traces 
its origin to the people of that great man, 
and I should consider myself recreant to 
the behests 1 owe to rhetn if I w:+s here 
to say that ihe &u,&er wonlen of the State 
of Penrlsylvania, renrlwned above all 
orbrrs for dolllesti,: quiet, virtue and for 
religious counsels, silrluld be deuied the 
right they have rrspnotfully asked, when 
none of her sex are here to oppose ic by a 
single retnonKrance+ I only desire to 
p1ac.e niyself in the right position in re- 
gard to this question. I want my vote 
to be recorded--llot tij be juliged of here, 
but to be judged of by coming geuera- 
tions, who at least, (for it is ouly a mat- 
ter of t.ilne,) will gave to woman the 
right that God intcznded she should have. 

Mr. STIPWART. Mr. (‘hairm>m : I have 
no desire to discuss this qurxtion further 
than briefly to state rhe views I enterrain 
mid the re;:sons which induce the vote 1 
shall cast. Upon rhe question now nn- 
der consideration, I have vrrv decided 
convictions-the result, I trust, not of 
feeling or prejudice, but of careful 
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thought and examination. I might be 
content to give expression to these con- 
victions by a negat.ive vote upon this 
amendment, were it not that that vote 
might be construed to mean what I did 
not intend and what I do not believe. 
Very much has been said during this dis- 
cussion by gentlemen who oppose this 
amendment, in which I cannot concur. 

I am unwillingto base my opposition 
to this measure upon any other grounds 
than those which I shall myself assign. 
And here let me say that I fully concur 
with the distinguished gentleman from 
Erie, (Mr. Walker,) in regarding this 
matter of suffrage, not as a natural, but 
as a conventional right ; but there stands 
related to that very principle another 
principle, which is not only funda- 
mental, but which, in my own judg- 
ment, governs this case and affords us 
the necessary light by which we may 
reach the proper con lusion. That prin- 
ciple, briefly stated, is this : That noyov- 
ernment can justly withhold from any 
individual or class the right of sntfrqe, 
except upon grounds of personal unlit- 
nrss or public danger. 

I am ready IO concede ‘Lhat unles* there 
can be found some disqnalitication in 
woman, which either ulbtits her for the 
exercise of this right or the disch:tr<e of 
its rrlative duties, or nl.ikes it dangerous 
to society and to the State to allow her to 
esercire it, ir is not only illozicxl and 
absurd in us to withhold it frown her, but 
the exer&n of an arbitrary power which 
is most inconsistent with our pretentions 
as a rrpublican State. In opp ‘sing this 
measure I do not look for this dtsqnali- 
fication where others h:lve solight for it. 
I concede that woman posjesscs the two 
essentials for citizenship in a free govern- 
ment. She has virtue an4 she h;ts iutel- 
ligence. This we must all concede. In 
polnc of intelljgence she is at lei~sd our 
equal, while in point of virtue Rhe at- 
tracts us by her greirter purity. But 
granting all this, there are ocher consid- 
erations which are, in my judgtnent, con- 

trolling and conclusive. For I assert that 
notwithstanding she he possessed of these 
two essentials, she is by nature untitred 
for the exercise of the right of suffrage ; 
and not only so, but that evils OP so great 
magnitude and proportion ruight reason- 
ably be apprehended as likely to result 

from the exercise of this right by her, 
that we are not only justified in with- 
holding it from her, but are required IO 
do so by the highest considerations of 
public welfare. 

Sir, we are governed by laws ordained 
by higher than human authority, and to 
these laws we must conform, not only in 
our individual lives, but in society and 
in the State. There is a system and a 
harmony in nature which we cannot de- 
stroy, and which we can disturb only ac 
our peril. 

In the wise economy of nature, I believe 
that tho political disqualification of wo- 
man is as certainly ordained and as clearly 
manifest fo him who will observe it, as 

the distinction of sex itself. In the very 
constiturion and character of woman, na- 
ture has implanted certain peculiarities. 
These, whiIe they fit her for the family 
snd for society, as clearly unfit her for the 
active duties of a wider citizenship. I 
believe that the position woman now oc- 
cupies is the one to which nature has as- 
signed her. I do not believe rhat it is 
either artificial oi- con\ entional. 1 am 
not unmit,dful of the fact that woman in 
the ages pwst has made great progress. I 
know that under lho benign influences 
of our christian civilization her condi- 
tion hus been ameliorated and improved. 
I%ur, sir, these influences worked in har- 
molly with the laws of nature and not 
against them, ar!d they have accom- 
plishe:i no more than to tuake the world 
concede to her the rights with which na- 
ture had before endowed her. I must 
llot be understood as imimating that 
there is nothing beyond the present posi- 
tion of woman to which she may attain ; 
nor yet, chat her present position is all 
that it might, or should he. She might 
and I think should have ampler protec- 
tion and security. She might, and I 
think should, have a wider freedom ; she 
might, and I amcerrain she should, have 
a fairer field for competition.. hll these 
are consistent with the present relations 
and duties of woman. These, I would 
cheerfully concede her. But here I 
would stop. If I am right, sir, in say- 
ing that the position woman occupies to- 
day is not artificial or conventional, but 
the posirion toltiich nature has assigned 
her, then it follows, I think, that to do 
aught that would disturb or inrerfere 
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with the relations she sustains in and by 
virtue of that position would be most un- 
wise and hazardous. These relations, as 
we were told, yesterday, by the distin- 
guished gentleman from Philadelphia, 
(Mr. Gowen,) are of the closest endear- 
ment and highest sanctity. They form 
the foundation of all civilized society 
and government. Society results from 
the family and government from society. 
You cannot weaken the foundation with- 
out endangering tbe whole edifice. And 
I know, sir, of no surer way of weaken- 
ing that fou;ldation than by conferring 
upon woman the right of suffrage. If 
we are to preserve the family as it is, we 
must preserve woman as she is. To in- 
troduce her into the world of politics is 
to expoie her to influences which must 
transform her from the being she is into 
one more like ourselves. Politics may 
not be essentially base and debasing. I 
do not say that it is. But this I do say, 
that the passions it engenders, the aspi- 
ralions it begets, the conflicts itoccasions, 
must in the very nature of things weaken 
and in the end dissolve the family rela- 
tion, if she, upon whom that relation 
chiefly depends, is made subject to them. 
So long, sir, as we maintain and cherish 
the family relation in its simplicity and 
purit,y, so long is society secure and gov- 
ernment safe. But once weahen its sup- 
porting strength and the whole super- 
structure, I care not how well joined to- 
gether, must tumble in ruins about us. 

For these reasons briefly stated, and for 
no other, I shalloppose the amendment of 
the honorable gentleman from Delaware 
(Mr. Broomall.) 

Mr. HORTOS. Mr. Chairman: If I 
shall do nothing else, I shall try to be 
brief. I am no speech-maker. Other 
business than speech-making have I fol- 
lowed all my life, and yet I do not feel 
as though it was m> place to sit still and 
let this whole thing pass without, as we 
used to often hear it said in Congress, 
many years ago, “rising to define my 
position.” I know that with my feeble 
voice I cannot be heard over this hall, 
but if I had the voice of a Stentor, and 
could reach over and through this sea of 
mind and of intellect, here gathered to- 
gether among us and all around us, I am 
sure I would let that voi.?e go out in sup 
port of the faith that is wlrbin me. 

There are two or three things that I 
want to know. I have for a great many 
years favored female suffrage, but let me 
say, before I go any further, that I oppose 
the amendment to the amendment of the 
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Harry 
White.) I am in favor of the amendment 
of the gentleman from Delaware (Mr. 
Broomall.) I say this lest in my re- 
marks I might not be understood as to 
the position I occupied, or which side I 
was speaking for; for during the sitiings 
of this Convention und of the committee 
c.f the whole, I have heard quite long 
speeches, when, for the life of me, I could 
not tell which side the gentleman was 
speaking on. [Laughter.] Therefore I 
said thet there were two or three things 
I wanted to kuow, and if the cause I 
plead for cannot be maintained, 1, for 
cne, reluctantly as it might be, will give 
it up, and go home and tell my female 
friends, “You are sold, your cause is 
lost.” 

Now, what I want to know is precisely 
this : Where do we get the right to the 
ballot and where do we get the right to 
exercise civil authority at all? Then, 
after knowing these two things, I want to 
know where you get the dividing line in 
regard to who shall vote and who shall 
not ~0~3 ? 

I am happy to be speaking here. I 
feel the responsibiliry of it. I Bnow and 
you’know that I felt embarrassed when 
I rose, and I do yet; but I say I am 
happy to be speaking here in the pres 
ence of distinguished gentlemen, learned 
in the law, of great experience, and to 
whose opinions and judgments I would 
bow with the utmost deferbnce. I auk 
glad to speak in such a presence, and to 
hold up bc>fore you an old law-book, his- 
torical and legal, ona that I was taught 
from my infancy to regard as the most 
precious treasure that was ever given to 
the human family. I was brought up 
unti educated in the democratic faith, and 
I was taught that the democratic faith 
was contained in this old law-book. And 
how does thig old law-book open up? 
Legal gentlemen will no doubt excuse 
me for pausing a moment to read from 
this precious book. I only desire to read 
the opening up, just the beginning, and 
of ail the. law-books that ever I saw or 
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ever I read, I have never found one that 
opens like this, viz : 

ic In the beginning God created the 
heavrns and the earth ; 

‘And the earth was without form anii 
void ; and darkness was upon zhc face of 
the deep; and the spirit of God 111ovec1 
upon the face of the waters. 

“And God said, let there be light, and 
light was.” 

Now light is what I want; that is just 
whaL we all want here. It gives me pain 
to differ from gentlemen intel.ligPnt xnd 
learned in the law, of more experience 
than myself and superior to me. IL gives 
me pain to (ii&r from thelll, hut rhen we 
all want light. I lake it that that old 
old lam-book contains the fuundarion of 
~11 rightful civil aurhority. I ask that 
yut,stion, does it or does it not ? If it 
does IU~[, where else do Lou get it; where 
else doe‘s it come from? I learn from 
tltat t~ook that God has yiveri us the 
ripht of civil authority, and he has girerr 
it to the whole fAmily of man without 
any regard to sex wharorer. “ Judges 
and officers shalt thou make theu in all 
thy giites in the land which the Lord thy 
God givech thee. and they shall rule “- 
not by Ia-il-rrp and corruI,tion-~.rl~ry 
shall rule the pr~le with just judg- 
ntrnt.” 

Mr. Chairnlan, ifthere were not so many 
genrlenrel) abler than myself who ar* 
anxious to Qeak upon this qnrstinn, I 
woulci refer to and read autholiti+s, 
which I h tve here hefore IUC, derllcwratlu 
aurhfrOtles, suc,lr as were taught me in 

u,y politiwl childhood ; hut 1 am fear- 
ful if I ‘should undertake to do so, it 
would ile tedious, a;ld 10” would not 
bare pirtience to, hear me. I nr-ed not 
refer 10 any other foundarion than the 
one t.o whicnh I have already ;~lIuded, and 
I mke it that t/at is the aurhority of 
right*ous ciy-il goverllmenr anlong m;in- 
kind. 

I wm plearsed yesterday to hoar the 
gentlemnu from Philatielphia (Zllr. Gow- 
en.) Let me say to the membcrJ of rhe 
committee that I admired his ornate>, his 
lucid, his compact speech. I lookrd upon 
it as a model, as all that I have ever heard 
from hilcl are ; and I would delight if I 
could copy after him, and I would recom- 
mend 10 thris u ho arr, like mr srlf, nor 
accomplished speakers, to fuliow his pat- 

tern. I was delighted to hear him say 
that he wanted to go hack just where I 
have been going by the aid of this old 
book, to the garden of Eden. 110 wanted 
the male and the female to’he precisely 
as they were there, and so do I. I cannot 
enter into elaborate argument, but I do 
say that there the first pair, the father and 
the mother of us all, had the right of suf- 
frage, and they did vote-whether they 
vored wisely or unwisely you may deter- 
tlline-but they vot,ed ; the female first, 
under a delusionof rho evil,one, themale 
next, under the influence of the most 
beantiful of all God’s earthly created 
heings-the fair. the pure, the accom- 
piishr:d Eve, the mother of us all-and 
the consequence of that voting was their 
espulsion from the -arden of Eden ; but 
gii(i that crime and expulsion take the 
right of suffrage from oue and not from 
the other? I 1.01d that it did not, and T 
demand rile proof that it did. 

The gentleman from Centre, (Mr. AI’- 
slllster,) who reported rhis article, well 
said, that it involves the discussion of the 
foundAm principle of civil govern- 
ment. It does ; the ballot always does, 
in the hands of the people, the citizen 
rulers of our land; it goes Bach to the 
very foundation principles of our gtrvern- 
mont. 

xow, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen 
of rho c:omulittee, ,I am happy that we 
are here in this great city, where tllat 
sui~lime enunciation, the Declaration of 
Independence was made, and that we 
are alllrost wirhin a stones throw of that 
immortzil hall. Independeoce Hall, where 
that old bell chimed out, 1‘ Proclaim lib- 
erty throughout all the land and to all 
the inhabhants thereof,” and do you sup- 
pow in those chimes that the geutlemen 
or the ladies of those days ~houghc uny- 
thing about restricting rights, about 
striking down natural rights? If I have 
listened aright, the chairman of the com- 
mittee said that suErage was both a nat- 
ural and a couventiounl right. I do not 
know that I care to rake any exceptions 
to rhat. Call it one or boih, or either, 
and it amounts to the same thing. The 
one irnporthnt thing I waut to know is, 
where the Convcnt:on which established 
this discriminaring rule, held its ses- 
sions, and by what authority it said thsL 
a natural, a God given right of one huii’ 
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ofthehumanfamilyshouldhetakenaway 
and when they point me to that Con- 
vention, with the day and date, and its 
authoricy, if id be gooti authority, I will 
say no more irk favor of the, ba:loc for fe- 
IlldCS. But until that is produced, I 
must hold to LLIC democratic f&L--THE 
BALLOT FOR ALL. 

I have taken almost as n:ucb time as I 
intended to when I took the flo,~r, and I 
wish jnsr, now to give a vary sborG part 
of my creed upon this subjvct, and then 
I will give way to otbers who will inter- 
est you more than I can. 

In rhe first piace, I will state what I do 
not believe, and what I do not be ieve 
because I have never seen any proof of 
the truth of such srarernents. I do not 
believe that it is unholy and unwomanly 
for women to vote. 

I do not believe, as it has been said, 
that it would unsex ber. I do not be- 
lieve that by Diviue arrangement she is 
constituted for home duties and for no 
other duties. I do not believe that to at- 
tempt to elevare or to protect her by 
putting the ballot in her hands would 
only tend to her dpgradstion and to con- 
l’uslon and family disorder. Mauy of our 
fellow-men believe ir, but I do not. 

She is so frivolous and flippant, it is 
said, that she would disgrace the ballot. 
Her going to the hustines would outrage 
gentlemen’s enhghtened estimate Gf whht 
wonlan should be. (Sature has so or- 
daitled woman that at c,ertain perioris 
she is absolutelv unlit to do anything.) 

XL is contrary IO tbe laws of uxure fl)r 
women tct vote. 

ld would irlterftre with her duty as 
wife and nloth~r. 

To let u-orlien rote would be to intro- 
tiucc an itltirm element irlto poliriyal af- 
fairs. 

Zf liberty were given to females to vote 
rhe impore and the profligate would be 
the tirst to vote ; the decent, the refined, 
the virtllous would not use (degrade 
themselves by nsiup) the ballot, for it 
would degrade the!n. 

Sow, of a11 that I do not bcliave one 
one word ; and until facts can he pro- 
tluced subst;tlltiating those assumptions 
1 Illust continue to disbelieve them. 

Xow, Mr. Chairman, upon the other 
side I believe with a Ciistinguished mod- 
ern writer, th ct in “ who!&soulednes3 and 

geuuine heroism woman has never been 
excelled by m:m, and in quickness of 
porarption, power of endur.rnoe, tirmncss 
~Tafftiction, kindness oP heart, she is his 
s’uprrior ; ” anti the assurnp;ion thnt for 
her to use the ballot wonld jellpiirtiize 
her s\ored office of wife and mother is 
wholly unsupported in nature and in 
fncr. It is UNJUST and FALSE. aud should 
be ab.indonrd at once and forever. 

Mr. Chairman, one word Inoreauti I will 
yield to other gentlemen, and that is in 
relation to natural right. One other idea 
was brought forward yesterday, viz : 
That though the balk,t was not a nat- 
urn1 right yet It w;ts a so&l right, and 
upon th at ground the female had a right 
to it. I think here, Just as in the other 
c;lse (that of natural and conventional 
rights) that there is a distinction without 
:L diflerence, because where do you get 
tho authority for your social rights? 
Precisely where you get pour :zurhority 
for civil government -ffrol,n the Most 
High ; and if you have social rights they 
are based upon natur;,l rights, and no- 
thing else, or they will go to tbtr ground. 

Being in ill health I am warned that I 
11~ll~:t htap, with otlly having Said the 
hundredth part of what. I would like to 
sap. Thanking yrru, Mr. Chairman, and 
all rhis cornmiltee, for the kind attention 
you have given me, I resnme my seat. 

Mr. HE.VRY W. PALMPR. Mr. Chir- 
mitu : I claim the right to say H word or 
two upon thls question, because I am an 
original wolluin suffr.lge man. It was 
neither theeloquent argument of the gen- 
tlen+n from Delaware (Mr. Broomall) 
nor the remarks of my dislinquished col- 
ietigue (Ur. Wright) that convcrred me. 
I was t convert long beb,re I came here; 
and therefore think it proper to say a few 
words upon this subject. 

It soems to me that the opponents of this 
measure, represented, as rhey have becn, 
by so!)18 of the most eloquent and aoie 
gentlemen upon this floor, have yielded 
the whole argument, aud coucetied the 
woaknes* of their case. The gentleman 
from Erie, (Mr. Walker,) to whom we 
listened with great pleasure and atten- 
tion, admitted that women are possessed 
of sufficient intelligence, virtue, rnora1it.v 
and 11)vc of country to entitle them to the 
ballot ; and thegentleman from Philadel- 
phia (Mr. Guweu) admitted thit the re- 
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suit would be to elevate men and purify 
politics. It was claimed, by both, that the 
qu6 stion was one of expediency alone ; 
and therefore the matter resolves itself 
into this: Is it expedient to do good 7 Is 
it wise tb purify corruption? “So !” say 
rhc gentlemen both. Why? In their own 
Lmguage, because they fear “the result 
will be to degrade woman, and to lessen 
our respect and veneration for the female 
character.” We shall not purify corrup 
tioo ! We shall not do good that evil may 
cease to exist, “for fear,?’ say the gentle- 
lnen from Erie (Mr. Walker) and Phila- 
delphia, (Mr. Goweo,) “ that we should 
cease to regard and venerate the female 
character,” and for fear woman may be 
degraded by this added privilege. Wiil 
she be degraded? Neither they nor any 
other speaker who has had the floor on 
this subject has pointed out the method 
of this dreaded degradation. The gentle- 
man from Franklin (Mr. Stewart) Insists 
that some mysterious difference exis:s 
between man and woman, and that, by 
some unaccountable transrnogrification, 
lhis degradation is to be wrought, but no 
gentleman has pointed out the me.ms 
whereby it is to be effected. Of that we 
are left in entire darkness. 

Sow, Mr. Chairman, what is it to vote? 
What is it to cast a ballot, except to ex- 
press an opinion ! ~May not the most re- 
iined ktdy’in rhe land say, in her own par- 
lor, that she prefers Mr. 9. to Mr. R. for 
Governor of the Commonwealth? May 
she not set up a poll in that parlor aud 
ask the ladies of her acquaintance or of 
her neighborhood or street to come in and 
cast a ballot expressive of their choice in 
thaL regard4 Is there anything in the 
act of voting itself that can degrade a 
woman? The alleged necessity of her 
being obliged to press to the polls for an 
opportunity to vote is of no wright. Give 
to woman the right, and the details can 
be regulated so that she map exercise it 
in a manner entirely agreeable to herself. 
I believe then that in the simple expres- 
sion of an opinion, which is all that it 1s 
to cast a ballot, there can be nothing to 
degrade. If there is no degradation in 
the expression, can there be in the form- 
ing r,f an opirliou that she may be able to 
express it 1 Certainly not. I believe our 
women f0rm their own opinions now. 
They read the newspapers and attend po- 

lit&l meetings, and make up their minds 
upon mostsubjects,and express them with 
vigor and clearness. IL is new doctrine, 
aL this day and age of the worl:l, that the 
formation and expression of opinions can 
degrade. But it is said ‘6 that what fol- 
lows!” the results attendant upon the con- 
cession of this fight will lead to the dread- 
ed degradation. How? In conferring 
upon woman the right to hold office ? 
Why, sir, these latter days have taught 
us to admire many things that were re- 
pugnant to our prejudices in days gone 
by ; and there are many offices in the gift 
of the people or the government that can 
be and are filled as well hy women as by 
Inen. We have all become familiar with 
postmistresses, with female telegraph ope- 
rators, with female clerks and accourrt- 
ants. We know there are man- places 
rhat women fill more honestly and more 
efficiently than men ; and the experience 
of past years has taught us that they may 
fiil them with credit and honor to them- 
selves, and wjth profit to the people. Q7ell, 
may they sit on juries? The ol)ligation 
to perforln this duty is another of the sup- 
posed evils attendant upon the conces- 
sion of suffrage. It has hem asked: 
*- Would you send Four wife out into n 
jury room and have her locked up all 
night with eleven men?” I should not 
be afraid. I think the women are amply 
able to take care of themselves. For any 
part I have no confidence it1 the vlrtuo 
that needs the protection of a bowie knit’e 
and revolver; the day for that kind has 
gone by. I see in the base suspicions 
that lurk around the objectiocls of thn 
gentleman very trllich more to degrade 
woman than the conferring upon her of 
the right ot’suffrage. 

I sap these objections are not in accord- 
ance with the spirit of the tiules. They 
are not in rrccr~rd;~nce with the intelli- 
pence and the civilization of the age. The 
Turk shuts his woman up and secludes 
her from the public gaze for fear that she 
rn~y be contnrrrioated thereby. The 
savage la?-s upon her a heav\ burden, 
and makes her his menialslave. Chris- 
tian civilization emancipates her from 
the degrading suspicion and takes from 
her the burden of menial servitude ; and 
there is no better index of our superiority 
and advancement than can be found in 
the ameliorated condition of our women. 
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Compare our coantry to-day, where the 
freedom of the woinen excite the sur- 
prise and coinmerit of foreigners, with 
any other land io christendom, and the 
result need not be feared. Neither 
France, nor Italy, nor Spain, nor even 
England herself, cau boast a higher puri- 
ty, or a more exalted and ennobling 
modesty. The idea that the conferring 
of this right will degrade woman, canno:, 
in my judgment, be more properly and 
truly characterized than by saying that 
it is only a sickly sentimeolality. It is 
uot the strewing of flowers or the recita- 
tion of touching liues that will ever write 
a wrong or root out au evil. The poetic 
itnagination of the one gentleman and 
the old-time courtesy of the other are 
aiike honorable, but neithrr will ever 
ralso the cbmpensarion of a half-paid 
domestic, nor help to save from the 
grasp of a drunken husband the scanty 
earnings of a wretched wife, nor close 
one of those breathing holes of hell that 
flaunr their infamous traffic? on every 
thoroughfare. 

Xo man can deny that in the purity of 
the ballot rests the perpetuityof ourfree- 
dOUl. The question of the permanency 
and the success of free institutious is still 
a matter of doubt, aud able men in this 
and other countries are looking with in- 
tense anxiety to the result of this experi- 
ment. And well they may doubt. In 
these latter years ofawful infamies, when 
the blasted reputations of the nation’s 
leaders are falling “thick as aurulrlnal 
leaves that strow the brooks in Yallam- 
brosa”; when men look for each day’s 
revelations with fear aod trembling, aod 
inquire of each other whose turn will it 
next be to Ml; when the pulpit, and the 
press, and the public speakers, without 
regard to party or politics, portray a state 
of corruption such as finds no parallel in 
recorded history-I say it is tilile, high 
time, for us to pause and to doubt. i\nd, 
because gentlemen admit that the inevit- 
able result of giving the bnllot to womatl 
will be to purify and elevate our politics ; 
because I believe that where corruption 
and fraud now run riot in the street, bon- 
esty and justice wili succeed; because 
the gambler, and the pimp, and therogue, 
shall no more sit at the receipt of custoins, 
nor, clothed in purple and fine linen, fill 
the civil o&es of the State; because in 

this reform I see the glimmer of the 
dawning of a brighter day, when worth 
and not wealth-when ability and not in- 
fluence-shall secure the primary noini- 
nations and fill the places in the public 
gift, I hope this cause will succeed.’ The 
delicate sensibilityand imaginativefancy 
of the gentleman from Phiiadelphia (Mr. 
Goweu) does him infinite cretin ; but at 
the risk of shocking the one arid disturb- 
ing the pleasing wanderingsof the other, 
I would save the imperilled ship of St&e, 
freighted as she is with the hopes, the 
fears and the aspimtions of every bond- 
mau longing to be free. 

Briefly stated, then, the proposition is 
this : The women of the land have half 
the intellinence and more than half the 
virtue of the people; and as honesty and 
virtue are the corner stones upnn which 
the people’s freedom rests, woman’s vote 
a d woman’s influence cannot be spored, 
from the government of the country. I 
know that the female consoience has not 
been aroused upon .this subject. I know 
that it is the fashion, in polite circles, to 
manifest a well simulated horror at even 
the mention of female suffrage. I know 
that the great middleclass of women-the 
mother’s of the men of the community- 
women who have some other purpose in 
life than to dress, and some other ambi- 
tion than to seek admiration-are not 
prepared to accept this great privilege, 
and their very hesitation, and the argu- 
ments that I fmd in their mouths, are to 
me contirmation of the wisdom cf this 
measure. They say : “ We have burdens 
enough. \Yhy put more on ~1s.‘: They 
say, we do not understand these things ; 
and, besides, politics are infinitely dis- 
gusting to us. Well, but have they bnr- 
dens enough? For man’s belpmeet wo- 
man was given-not to bear the half or te 
share the half, but to share the whole of 
his burdens. DO they not understancl 
these things? Should not the women- 
the mothers of the sons and d;roghters 
of the country-understand them ? At 
the mother’s knee man’s character is 
formed, and where can the principles of 
pure and honest government be so sue- 
cessfully instilled & there? Are politics 
disgusting and infamous? Let her shed 
upon them the glory of her presence, ant1 
give to them the cleansing of her coutin- 
ual help, aud the waste places shall bl~s- 
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som as the rose. Rring home to her the 
knowledge that with %)R ballot in her 
hand she has tbc power lo close every 
grng shop in the btnd, and drive am:ty 
froin her hearth-srone the br0cJding horror 
of a drnnken son or bcstrtttd husband-a 
horror that broods in palace and hovel 
alike-and her voice will not c63.a~ to cry 
aloud utltil the b.tllot is-there. T,et her 
know that the right tn vote will secure to 
her the gu:trSianshipof heronn chilnren, 
the disposition of bcr own Jbropertv, the 
use of her own wages-her emaucipation 
from a bondageh.tn~ied down frottt a gen- 
erarirm when u~onutnwas a l~lnythingand 
a slave, and she whonow holds her peace 
will clamor for the right. Iuforln her 
that a vote means equal wages for equal 
work; the openit’g up of new avenues of 
employmeut suitable for her sex; the se- 
curing of equal rights iu the estate of a 
deceased hushand ; the privilegeof living 
iu her home after her hnsbanti’s death 
toyond the pitiable quarantine now al- 
lowed bv htm; a lifting of the unequal 
burdeus that man’s laws and ntan’s ty- 
ranny have, down through ttle ccuturics, 
heaped upon her, anti her voice will uot 
cease to call until the vc.te is hers. 

Rut, says the hon~)rwbl~~enttemnrl, the 
advocates of this nteasure are wild re- 
formers, socialists, agrar,arls,cornlrlt~ni~t~, 
fanatics, seeking to pay their debts with 
other people’s money. 

The calling of hard names is not pre- 
+ely argument, at least it is not very 
convincing argument, and when that 
gentleman, upon whose lips the honey of 
persuasion haugs, and at whose cottlttland 
is every weapon of lirrensic oonflict- 
when he calls hard names it js Iwxusq 
his cause is lost, and his argn:, rnta ail 
spent. Radical refermets, fanatics ! These 
bc familiar words. 1Ve heard them in 
ISCO, whtn the soltthorn slave driver 
cracked his whip over the backs of north- 
ern dough-faces in the halis’of our na- 
tiounl Congress. We heard them in 1861, 
wheu war flung its red banner to the 
breeze. Craumer, Latinrer and Ilrdley 
heard them often. To Marriu Luther 
they were familiar xyords. John Wesley, . 
w-ho, disgusted with tile cold formalities 
of a heartless State religion, auri, tuuched 
with pemtacostal tire, broke away from 
tlr;id forms to preach the living word and 
found a sect that has done more to edu- 

cate, civilize and Christianize America 
thsn all the rest put together, was in his 
day a radical, fanatic and reformer. 

Aloreo, who cbaineci the iightning and 
sent it up and ciown throughout rhc 
o rrth, be;*riug ntessagcs of business and 
l,rve aud J,lc Isure, was a radical, a re- 
forrnrr atid a fanatic. 

Cyrus W. Field, who, in the face of the 
most gigantic obstacles and app~rrntly 
ins~tro~ou~~t:~hIe difficulties, spanued an 
ocean and linked two continents together 
by a banal, bringing concord and good 
will that time can never destroy, was 
deuounced at home and abroAd as a 
radical, world’s r,forrner and fanatic. 

Gnllilro, Harvey, Sewron, Fulton, Ste- 
phet~son, sn,l all the brizht g,~laxy of rho 
at*vauce gudrd of gertius, wcrg in their 
day and saueratiou deuouuced as radi- 
cals, reformers a:ld Ctnatics. Welcome 
the name. The car of ‘Bunsen progress 
was never advanced so tt~uch as one poor 
inch by any other than a rauical, a ro- 
former, a fanatic. As for me, I luefor to 
be an l~umble camp-follower iu the great 
army of such men, than a chief captain 
amor)g the high conservatives of thts 
utost conservative city, oven at the risk 
of parting corttp”ny with the distin- 
guished gentletuan who applies such 
epithets to us. 

Xlr. WARTI~OI.~I~I~~~~. Mr Chairtttan : I 
stn ( pposed to the autendrnent of the geu- 
tiemau from lndiaua (,Mr. Harry White.) 
I do tlct like the terut “freeman,” and I 
would rsther hare the word used as is 
reported by the coztlmittee. ‘I’& word 
‘*freen\an’: calls bnck to us ruett;orios that 
I would rather h;wo buried. When the 
word w3s used ic was f’or the purlks~ of 
dosi~uating :I ~1:s~ who w’ore free a8 
against those S\ ho were held in servirutir. 
The construction has been phtred ttpon 
this section by force of a:uls, and I, ftir 
oue, would rather lot the past bc buried 
and forgorten, and commence a uew era 
w&h a new designation, and therefore I 
wish to stand upon this proposition on the 
sidcofthoroporcoi’thecorlImitt@~ asithaa 
been made. The next atttenduteut, offer- 
ed by the geutleman front Delaware, (11 r. 
Rrooruail,) I feel ct~nstraiuetl to opl,ose. 
I tttust corifess, however, that uutil within 
a very few days, I was in utnch ignorance 
aud considerable doubt aud perhaps pre- 
judice upon this subject. My miud has, 
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however, beoome enlightened. I thought 
that this question of woman’s rights aud 
woman suffrage was a question chat was 
only agitated by women who should have 
been meu and by men who should have 
been women. I have come to the conclu- 
sion that there is much in what has been 
said, and that this great agitation has not 
been produced by a mere nothing, but 
that underneath it there is at least some- 
thing that commends itself to the reason 
of the wise and to the intelligence of 
both sexes. It is not my province to de- 
nounoe those who have taken a position, 
either male or female, upon this question, 
because I concede to them an earnestness 
of purpose. I conoede to them muoh that 
commends itself to my judgment, but 
yet withal, I adhere, perhaps it maybe 
to an old prejudiae, fo that which my 
reason dictates to me as the right, and 
therefore I shrill say a few words upon 
this question. Now I oppose rh/s amend- 
ment, Brat upon the ground that it is 
against the law of nature, and therefore it 
is against the law of God. I believe as 
the gentlemitt from Franklin (Mr. Stew- 
art) tie clearly stated the proposition, rhltc 
the relation of the two sexes is as dis- 
tinotly and olbarly defined by the law of 
nature as any departure could possibly 
be made. I take it that by reason of the 
maternal duty imposed by the law of ns- 
ture upon womankind, it in the highest 
and uoblest assigned to a human being, 
and that by that duty God has placed au 
obstacle in the way of their becoming a 
part and parcel of a government, or an 
active principle therein. I believe also 
that a public dnry which is imperative in 
its nature, aud which requires a wntin- 
ued occupation and pursuit that prevents 
their participating in this great soheme of 
government. I take it that history has 
shown us that in a11 time, even in a state 
of nature, where men are as they were 
when God created them, that woman has 
ocoupied a position inferior to man. I do 
not say that this has been occasioned by 
reason of inrelleotual inferiority, but I do 
claim that by reason of might and of 
strengrtt of man, woman has been placed 
in that position. When nature gives a 
free charter 10 physical forws, the strong 
must prevail and the weak succumb. 
This has ever been womun’s position. Ic 
is true that we have our theory of govern- 
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meut, and it is that governments were 
organized for the promotion of the weak, 
and that the wants and the fears of indi- 
viduals aggregated men together. Now 
the reason for all this was an aotsgooism 
in the physical forces. It wsa this which 
drove men together to increase their pow- 
er and their strength. Woman took no 
part in the formation of governmeat by 
reason of her physical weakness. From 
the very beginning, and whilst I do not 
oontend and would not ccnterld that that 
which has never beeo is therefore never 
right nor never can be, I do awerE that 
from the time that Adam tirst entered 
Paradise woman hns never partioipated 
as an active principle in the government 
of the world. Individual exceptions we 
have had it is true. We have had that 
whioh w&8 the result of organisnl or gov- 
ernmeut, but that whioh wnoeued to wo. 
man a share in the government is yet a 
thing unknown. We have the theocrircg 
of the Bible, sud all the multlpiied and. 
multifarious forms of governmeht that 
have existed, and yet they have shown. 
no record to disprove this faoc. I sag de-. 
cidedly and fairly, chat Lhere is. no proof. 
in this rhat it is not a right, but it does, 
strike me that the principle whick ie con- 
tended ibr, if a natural right, must have 
struok the mind of man from the begin-. 
niog, and so long a tiuie would not huv0 
elapsed without an assertion of ita exis- 
tence. The next proposition I come to is 
this : That this nvtural right of au&age 
is one that I oannot agree co admit. We 
all understand that when we leave the 
state of nature and become a part of gov- 
emment we gi+e UP our natural rights. 
We bewme artificial oreatures, and we 
are bouud by the conventioualitie~ aud 
by those human laws. whioh the hod?, aa 
a whole, shall make for us. Now, gentI+ 
men of chls Couvention have bwu di&. 
cussing the problemof universal suffrage. 
I oan only say here that if they are in 
favor of universal suffrage that they have 
stultified themselves. They may be in 
favor of unlversai suffrage, so far as it 
is oonsiatent with the safety of the St&e, 
but no farther. They have placed a re. 
striction upon suffrage heretofore, and 
they will vote again in this body to re- 
strict suBrage. They have @ne so far, 
and properly, as to say that chose who 
have been convicted of infamous crimes,, 
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and those who have violated their posi- 
tion by reason of becoming part and par- 
cel in a criminal attempt to carry the elec- 
tions are unworthy of the right of fran- 
chise. They have also restricted the right 
of suffrage to those who are over twenty- 
one years of age, and for what reason? 
If it be a nstural right, and one that is 
natural to all citizens, male and female, 
why make such a restriction ? Why make 
a limitation? The limitation is a maui- 
fest one, and it is made because it is be- 
lieved t.hat universal suffrage is inconsist- 
ent with the safety and well-being of the 
State itself. We believe that those who 

-are under the age of twenty-oue years 
.are incapable of exercising that judg- 
imerit, that discretion and that reason, 
-which should be within the province of 
3 every elector before he casts his ballot. 
Therefore the right of suffrage is re- 

rstricted. Eow the idea suggested by this 
‘very proposition, and it is one that has 
been alluded to by the chairman of the 
Committee on Suffrage, (Mr. &t’Allister,) 
is: That the right of suffrage is not a 
general one to be exercised by both male 
and female, but solely by the head of the 

.family. Now let us see whether you do 
not carry that principle out in this very 
report, and in your last Constitution, and 
in every Constitution. Why limit the 
time of voting to twenty-one years of 
age ? What magic is there in that num- 
ber? Simply because the law, and the 
custom which has made the law, gives to 
every male his majority at the title that 
he arrives at the age of twenty-one. 
Then he becomes a mhn. Then he is con- 
sidered able to become the head of a 
family himself. That is the proposition. 
You control it and confine it to the head 
of the family until the son arrives at the 
age of twenty-one, and then you start a 
new branch of the old stock and give it 
to him. That very idea is carried out in 
that very restriction and limitation upcn 
universal suffrage. 

Let us come to this conventional condi- 
tion. The Rate is not perfect ; although 
its industries are perfect and prosperous, 
although its finances are prosperous and 
Zlourishing, although its manufactories, 
its agricultural iuterescs, its mineral in- 
terests, are thriving, and all of its grand 
dndustrles in a thriving condition, that is 
not an evidence that it is an advanced or 

a happy State. If it were so, the ant-hill 
or the bee-hive would be the finest exam- 
ples of good and happy governments ; yet 
who will compare the condition of man to 
that of the animal? You want more than 
that. You want social happiness. You 
want that which is confined to the indi- 
vidual man and his inner or domestic life. 
That is the great proposition, because, by 
these two being joined together, you theu 
make that complete which was before iu- 
complete, and render that perfect which 
was before imperfect. You must have 
the individual one a perfect one. You 
must have the citizen and individual con- 
uition perfect. lhese, gentlemen, make 
up a complete perfection, and then you 
hare a good and advanced government. 
Therefore, I cake it that it is the duty of 
the State, it is the duty of thegovernment, 
it is the duty of a bodyframinganorgauic 
law to look LO chat individual happiness. 
The11 the question arises,is that individual 
happiness better obtained by dividing a 
house against itself, and thereby reuder- 
ing its rdall certain, or is it better kc_ut o) 
keeping the house under one hc-ad nud 
unuer the exercise of one sovereignty ? 
T&t is the proposition, beoause it is the 
happiness of the mdiviuual that oourrib- 
utes to the happiness of the Cornmou- 
wealth. 

Xow upon this question we have had 
much discussion, as to whether the al- 
lowance of suffrage LO women would in- 
crease the individual happiness of the 
citizen, and that, I take it, is the proposi- 
tion, which is one for our consideration, 
and perhaps the only one for our consio- 
oration. 1 take it that this question of 
sunrage is something which must be con- 
sistent wirh the welfare and the web-being 
of the Commonwealth. Now we have IL 

said, on the one hand, that it protects 
rights, and that woman would vote wheu 
under that protection against wrong rhac 
has been heaped upon her. It is true 
that “men were made to work and women 
to weep, ” but it is equally true thatwomen 
were made to weep and to work also-per- 
haps too much of chat, perhaps tuo much 
of chat. I will say that they have suffered 
wrongs-great wrongs, and I also claim 
that they may have inflicted wrongs. I 
claim that in this world of ours we are not 
angels; we are not good, ano wroug has 
been done upon the one hand and upon 



the other. That women have suffered by 
reason of unwise aud unjust discrimina- 
tions against them I firmly b&eve. I be- 
lieve that, so far as property is concerned, 
they should be protected to the largest 
and widest extem’t, and that their rights 
should be asorrtained auci fixed with an 
inflexibility which shall be as unswerv- 
mg as the needle to the pole ; but, whilst 
I believe in that protecrion, I do not be- 
lieve that it becomes necessary that they 
snail have that in their posression which 
would work a destruction to the Commou- 
wealth and precipitate their own ruin. 

Look at it ! Look at it I Which is the 
pleasantest picture? What is it that meu 
desire? I care not how busy in this life 
a man may be, I care not how evil aud 
wicked a man may be, there is that with- 
in him which at times turns him towarda 
his home. It is his load-stone, and that. 
a good man desires to be as perfect, as 
pure and as free from that corruption 
which surrouuds him on all side and at 
all times as is possible to be.. This is his 
heaven upon earth; nearer like thar which 
we hope for hereafter than anything we 
oau imagma ‘That is one view, and It is 
to me a picture of more delight, of much 
more pleasureable ohararker, to think of 
a woman, pure and surrounded by the 
moral virtues, sitting there teaching her 
child ihe way to heaven, than to be at the 
head of a gang of ward politicians. Now 
these picrures present themselves to me 
in the strongest light. 

“ &It,” they Wdy, “if we have woman 
suffrage we shall avoid all this.” Avoid 
it I Yea, when Lhe days of the Republic 
cease, and when politics shall he at an 
end. But so long as there is a motive, a 
human motive, to seek position and power 
and place, so long shall the means be 
adopted which shall ensure the end, and 
these means will be used, whether they 
operate on male or female. If it require 
the votes of females, female votes will be 
obtained by the same means and by rhe 
same measures that are now used LO make 
that which is the corruptest thing in this 
cuuntry man touches, which makes a man 
of sensibility and of morals turn away 
sickened at the sight; and I say that, for 
oue, ao far as I am concerned, with my 
convictions of woman’s purity, wilh the 
very difference, with the very contrast 
that makes her dearer to me, because she 

is better than man, for that reason, and 
with rhe helpof Heaven, I never shall 
drag her down to that from which every 
good m&n in the land turns with loathing. 
[Applause in the galleries.] 

Mr, DARLIWGTON. Mr. Chairman: I 
move that the committee rise, in mint 
that the galleries be aleared. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the ger,tlenlarr 
from Schuylkill yield the fioor for that 
motion 2 

1Mr. B&HO~~XEW. Mr. Chairman : 
I yield the floor for that purpose. 

The committee refused to agree to the 
motion. 

Mr. BARTHOLOMEW. Mr. Chairman I 
I shall not detain she committee much 
longer. I have expressed my views as 
olearly as I wns able u.nder the circurn- 
stances. I concede a fairness of motive to 
those who differ with me that I ask for 
myself. iMy convictioI)s n~ay be imper- 
fect ones. They may rest upon a fouuda- 
tion that is baseless aud shattered, but 
they are convictions that I hold firmly, 
and they are convictions that I have ar- 
rived at after some thought. I do believe 
it is for the interests of toe great Com- 
monwealth whose interests we are bound 
to represent; but above that, above these 
interests of mere goveruulent-because 
an experiment of this kind, if it shl,uld 
fail, might be remedied, might be recti- 
tied-is the inLerest of humanity ti,r which 
I speak. It is iu the interest of those of 
the female sex whom I love and admire, 
and their virtues are to me a guide and a 
guiding star. I want them as pure and 
as spotless in the future as they have been 
to me in the past. I want at least one 
cloud to guide us through this sea of inl- 
quity and sin and bring us to that bourne, 
“the bourne of that ml&covered country 
from whence no traveler returns.” 

Mr. DARLINGTON. Mr. Chairman: I 
do not propcee to occupy the attention of 
the committee but for a few moments. I 
can scarcely flatter myself that anything 
that I can say will add to the arguments 
which have been already offered by the 
gentleman from Delaware, (Mr. Broom- 
all,) the gentlemau from Lurerne, (,Mr. 
Wright,) and the other gentlemen who 
have preoeded me, and it is rather for 
the purpose of being myself’ understood 
that I rise to call the attention of the com- 
mittee, for amomeot,tomy position on this 
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question. I am in favor, decidedly in fa- 
Vorofallowiogfernalesuffrage. Andallow 
me further to say, that 1 do not allow my- 
self to inquire whether the constituency 
I repres ,nt are with me or against me 
upon this question. The one inquiry I 
have to make is, is iL right P I agree with 
gentlemen who have already addressed 
rhis committee, that this is not a ques- 
tion as to whether women are by nature 
entitled, for I agree that there are no 
natural rights to any political considera- 
tion, but the question is rather whethet 
it is expedient, proper and just, that they 
should share with us in the govern:i.ent 
of the country. 

The effect of this measure upon us who 
have the governing power, is what more 
concerns me perhaps than anything else; 
and when we reflect that from early days, 
when woman was a dradge, not, tosay that 
she was a slave, in civilized society and in 
civilized communities, she has from time 

~ . to time been elevated from the position in 
which she was; when her rights have 
been secured to her step by step; when 
we have brought her up from being a 
beast of burden to being our companion 
and our equal; are we to draw from this 
the conclusion that she is unfit to advance 
further, and that we endauger the emi- 
nence co which she has already arrived, 
by denying her other privileges to which 
we are entitled? On the coutrary, Mr. 
Chairman, I look upon every step rhat 
has been so far gained in woman’s ad- 
vancement, as a step in the ativancement 
of ourselves. Ko longer in civilized com- 
munities is woman to be considered as, 
in the language of Blackstone, having 
“her verv being and existence Jrlerged 
Into th:it bf her husband.” Ko longer do 
we recognize this common law doctrine. 
We have advanced beyond this, and we 
have secured to her the possession and 
the enjoyment of her own estate. ISIS 
that aeased to make us more respectable 
and respected ? What has been the effect 
upon the woman, to secure to her her 
rights of property? It reflects and re- 
acts upon ourselvesand elevates us in the 
sociai scale, just as every good of the kind 
will elevate every nation of civilized peo- 
ple in the social scale of human exist- 
ence. 

We profess. to be a little in advance of 
England, but we must recagnize our 

mother country as being possessed of one 
of the best governments upon the f;lce of 
the earth, and we must recognize the peo- 
ple of that country as being among the 
most intelligent and enlightened and ad- 
vanced in all the arts and in all the s& 
ences. We must not forget that, within 
the past year, in that country, her Parlia- 
mend, composed not of -politicians, but 
statesmen, has had the subject of woman 
suffrage under consideration, and of that 
body, one hundred and fifty-one, by a 
solemn vote, declared that women were 
entitled to the right of suErage. This was 
not a sufficient number to adopt the mea- 
sure, but it should be encouraging to us, 
and in that country, where less advance- 
ment has been made than in our own, one 
hundred and fifty-one members of the 
British Parliament recognized the right 
of woman to equality before the law, and 
voted to grant them this privilege of the 
elective franchise. Shall we be less earn- 
est than they? Shall what has been 
thought there to be a proper step to ele- 
vate, to encourage, to adorn and to en- 
lighten mankind, not be considered a 
proper step to be taken in this country % 

I want to know where is the evidence, 
which should appal us in taking this 
step? We know, full well, that women 
are, to a great extent, the teachers of our 
children. Does that degrade them, or 
does it elevate them? Who woulu not 
glory to iind amongst the teachers of the 
land tbe wouian of his heart and take her 
to his bosom? Would he feel that she 
has been degraded by her employment, 
or that he be degraded himself by select- 
ing his companion !rom those in her Sta- 
tion of life? Who ever heard, before, 
that the elevation of a wornat), intel- 
lectually, was a degradation to her 1 
you find women in the telegraph offices 
throughout all the lancr, north and Souto, 
east and west. What is the effect? Do 
we bring her in contact with men Where 

she hears and is obliged to he 8r that 
which she should not 1 On the contrary, 
I bad it from an experienced Superin- 
tendent of telegraphy, that the very cir- 
cumstance that a lady was in the office, 
and liable to hear everything that passed 
over the wires, had elevared and exalted, 
and Inade men behave themseivas, us 
they should, everywhere. Such a tbing 
as an indelicate expressionover the wires 
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where females werewithin hearing, was 
Impossible This is said to their credit. 
This is the iofluence whioh they exert 
when thus employed. We ffnd them in 
stores, in shops, in retail houses every- 
where, in contact with men in the every- 
day busiueiils life. Who ever heard of 
‘this being degrading to the men or to the 
women? On the contrary, the intelli- 
gence, the business habits, the activity of 
our women in seeking employment and 
in obtaining it places them upon an 
equality with us, and shows their ability 
to do all that we claim for aurselves the 
right to do, and the privilege of doing. 

I@der what circumstances, and where 
has it ever occurred, in this ccuntry or 
in any country, that the advancement, 
the improvement, the education, the ele- 
vation of the female race ever did any- 
thing else than advance and improve and 
elevate the male at the same time ? I do 
not agree, therefore, with those gentle- 
men of this Convention who fear that 
giving to women the ballot, will bring 
them in contact with those with whom 
they would not choose to associate. The 
nerce strife of a wild come& for suprem- 
acy at the polls, as my friend from Phila- 
delphia (Mr. Gowen) so eloquently and 
politely desoribed it, unfit for women ! 
Why ? Do not women go to your politi- 
cal meetings and listen to the speeches 
of the gentlemen, and ladies too, without 
being soiled ? Who ever heard of any 
impropriety on such occasions? Who 
ever heard of a political speaker, making 
an address in a public meeting in favor 
of the principles he thought important to 
have prevail in the community, with a Pe- 
male audience about him aa well as male- 
who ever heard of a gentleman 80 far 
forgetting himself as to allow even an in- 
delicare expression to escape him B In 
this respect, how marked is their influ- 
enceupon the men, when contrasted with 
some political meetings which are ac- 
sended only by men, and in which gen- 
tlemen may indulge themselves in other 
kinds of remarks. 

Now, sir, can you find me any caee, 
under any state of circumstances in, 
which it has ever occurred that the im- 
provement and elevation of women has 
had any such tendency as is feared by 
the gentlemen who are here advocating 
She opposite doctrine? if taking them 

out of the fields where they rake, hoe 
and hold the plow, if taking them into 
our houses and making ladies of them 
and allowing them to attend to the ordi- 
nary duties of the household, if taking 
them into our schools to instruct our 
children, if placing them in our telegraph 
of&es, and in our stores and places of 
business to earn their living ; if all this 
has no degrading tendency, if, on the 
contrary, its tendency is to elevate and 
improve and give influence and remunec- 
ative employment to them-if all this is 
not to the avdantage of man, I want to 
know why t 

Mr. Chairman, I would go further 
than we have yet gone; I would place 
women in many places in which they are 
not, as yet, employed. I would allow 
them to be stenographers, and take the 
places of these excellent young tnen who 
sit so beautifully in a row in front of your 
chair. I would allow tlrem to be report- 
ers for the press, and take the place of 
these gentlemen who sit upon my left. 
I would be glad to see them following 
all such oocupations, for whioh women 
are realy and quick aud active. We 
have not yet gone half as far as we ought 
to go in giving them remunerative em- 
ployment. In placing them in the pub- 
lic schools and at the headsof our educa- 
tional ioscitutions, I would pay them, 
for brain work and hand work as we pay 
men. Are they incompetent for those 
duties t I am proud to say, that in the 
town in which I live the whole of our 
public schools are under the general 
superiutendence of, a lady, at a salary 
equal to that of her predecessor, and she 
performs the work equally well. She is 
capable, she is honest, she is elevated by 
it, anti the whole system of education in 
that community is improved under her 
guidance. 

You may say woman’s sphere is not at 
the bar-why nott I would gladly wel- 
come her to the bar. I would gladly wel- 
come her to the jury box. I would not be 
afraid, as was one of my excellent friends 
who sits near me, that if one lady were 
upon H jury with eleven men, and she 
were active and intelligent, aud sprightly, 
she would carry them with her. I would 
have oo fear of her carrying the whole 
e!even with her, unless it was right 20 do 
ao. If there be eleven men in the jury 
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box against one lady; 2nd she has the 
skilland thejudement, atild rheargotnent 
to convince the eleven that she is right, 
why should she not 2 Her veriict must 
be right, when she conviuces all hrr as- 
sociates. 

As physicians, we know they are em- 
ployed. There are marry female physi- 
cians of high character and escell(nt nt- 
tainments, earning their living, dlbing 
good to their fellow-citizens, r,+lieving the 
suffering of others. Why are they not xs 
well qualified as men? Certainly amongss 
their sex, none will deny the pro,priety 
of their performing that duty. Why 
should they not be lawyers? I have no 
objection wbatever. I do not think my 
friend (Mr. Boyd> would have any ohjec- 
rion to one of them getting up and mak- 
ing a speech against him ; and if she was 
so convincing as 10 carry the jury with 
her, he would submit toit, just as I sub- 
mit when his argument prevails over 
mine. 

Then where is it that in the employ- 
ments of life woman is not as well able to 
discharge the duties as man? If, there- 
fore, in every step we have thus far taken, 
we have advan.ced her and improved her 
condition, and elevated her in the scale of 
social existence with ourselves, and ac- 
cording as we have raised ourselves, how 
are we, or how is she tobe degraded by 
allowing her to take one other step, that of 
voting with us at elections ? I infer that 
the very fact of our giving her the ballot 
places her upon a footing of equality with 
ourselves that she would uot have with- 
out it. Who does not know that in the 
transition state, through which our nation 
has passed in the South, from slavery to 
freedom, that great act which gave the 
ballot to the black man, gave him also 
perfect equality with ourselves before the 
law, entitling him to be heard in self- 
defence and to sit in the jury box. Has 
that degraded the white man? My 
friend, Judge Black, here says (‘yes,” 
but I do not think so. It never degraded 
him; it never degraded me, nor has it 
degraded any man in this Convention or 
in this State, that I know of, that his col- 
ored brother should come up and vote 
alongside of him. Besides, the colored 
brother generally votes right and gener- 
ally will vote right ; and when the ladies 
come to vote, they, too, will be found 

voting right. I would giv3 them r11~’ 
ballot because it would elevate them and. 
ourselves, and I have no fears of its doing, 
any mischief whatever. Who ever heard 
of the emancipation of man or woman 
being an injury to the party emancipated 
or the party emancipating? Then let us 
not withhold this boon any longer. Let 
us do what we ought to do, and do what 
is right, because it is both expedient and 
proper. It will mutually improve us. 
Tf they choose to go to the election let 
them go. If your wife, Mr. Chairman, 
and mine, choose to take our arms and go 
to the election and vote we will take care, 
that they are not insulted by anybody, 
man or woman; and so, I do not doubt, 
it will be in the case of other ladies and 
other gentlemen. ,4s to our election laws 
there will be no difficulty on that account. 
If they are not sufikient let us have 
others-better ones. When we look at 
the fact that women are, of all oth+rs, the 
most interested in the instruction of the 
young, when it falls to their lot to give 
that instruction to their children which 
the men cannot well do, absorbed as they 
are in those avocations that supply suste- 
nance for the family, the women should 
have a voice in the government of the 
schools to which they commit their chil- 
dren. Why should they not be allowed; . 
to vote for school directors and for the 
officers who impose and disburse the 
people’s taxes? Nay, more. Why are 
they not just as fit to act as controllers and 
directors of the public education as are 
men 1 When they hold stock in corpora- 
tions, or any property of that kind, they 
are allowed to vote. Are they not capable 
of exercising that right of suffrage ? No- 
body pretends to say they are not. Tf 
they have an interest in a company to the 
proportionate extent of that interest, they 
vote for the men who manage its affairs. 
And if it comes to that point, why should 
they not vote for one of themselves as 
well as. for anybody else 1 

Jn every aspect in which this question 
of woman suffrage can be looked at, I am 
at a loss to perceive any argument which 
ought to weigh agGn.st it. I do not say 
this because of any thing my constituents 
may or may not think. Likely they dif- 
fer in opinion, as it is not unlikely I may 
differ from my colleagues upon this ques- 
tion. That is not the point. The thing, 
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for statesmen to consider is what is right 
and what is best for the whole communi- 
ty. Looking at my duty in that light, 
and remembering the arguments that 
have been brought to bear upon it, I feel 
that it is mv duty to favor the proposi- 
tion to strike out the word “male,” as 
moved by the gentleman from Delaware 
(Mr. Broomall.) 

Before taking my seat, I desire to say 
that in my absence a few days ago, my 
eloquent friend, (Mr. Boyd,) who occu- 
pies the seat next me, when called upon 
did not feel quite at liberty because of tem- 
porary lack of inspiration owing to a de- 
ficiency in the number of the ladies in the 
gallery to present his views at that time. 
As there can be no such reason advanced 
to-day, I would like to hear from the elo- 
quent gentleman in question (Mr. Boyd.) 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Chairman : I do not 
desire to occupy the attention of this 
committee more than a few minutes. I 
think the time has gone by for what might 
be termed lengthy and exhaustive spech- 
es, or such, at least as commonly receive 
that appellation. I have not prepared a 
speech for the occasion, nor I shall make 
any attempt as eloquence. Indeed I 
should not rise now were it not for the 
reason that certain considerations which 
have not received much attention from 
this body, impel me to vote as I should 
vote, against the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Delaware: (Mr. 
Broomall.) The argument that the long 
trains of ladles’ dresses would prevent 
their getting to the polls has no weight 
with me. The argument of the gentle- 
manfromCentre,(Mr. M’Allister,) which 
was reiterated by the gentleman from 
Schuylkill, (Mr. Bartholomew,) in regard 
b the natural division of society in the 
family being, as it were, a unit, and that 
the head of the family should be the only 
one to vote, aad that that head was the 
man, is not only no argument in my olin- 
‘ion, but it directly leads to a contrary 
opinion. It assumes, no doubt-but there 
it is much mistaken-as regards man is 
the head of the family. I think I know- 
and you, Mr. Chairman know, and every 
other gentlemen here all know-number- 
less cases where the man is not the head 
of the family, and where the woman is, 
emphatically, that head. We have all 
known of widows who have had inem- 

cient husbands, leaving, perhaps, encum- 
bered estates, and these widows have 
reared large families of sons and brought 
them up to eminent usefulness. I know 
of such cases. Is not that woman the 
head of the family? So that, according to 
the argument of my friend from Centre, 
(Mr. M’Allister,) she would have the 
right to vote as head of that family. All 
reasons applying to the right of the head 
of the family to vote will apply equally 
to women as to men where women are 
the heads of families. But the reasons 
which impel me to this course I shall 
now state as briefly as possible. These 
reasous are somewhat difierent from those 
which have hitherto had the attention of 
the committee. 

I thiik that this is not a’question of 
right. I do not think that the exercise of 
the suffrage can be so classed or designated. 
I think it is a question of time. I think 
it is a question of expediency. But here 
they say, “ what ! put principle against 
expediency 1” No, sir, never ; but it may 
so chance to be, and it is so in this case, 
that there is a principle involved in the 
very thing called CL expediency.” It is a 
question of time and of fitness. I go so 
far as to assert this, that there is nothing 
right in itself as a form of government. 
It may have been in the ages long past, 
when the theocracy of the Bible was the 
best form of government for the human 
family, or that the absolute and despotic 
was in its time the best form of govern- 
ment. These forms were doubtless fitted 
for man in a certain state of moral and in- 
tellectual development. Nay, we know 
that it has been so and that it has been so 
regarded by intelligent and thoughtful 
men. The gentleman from Chester (Mr. 
Darlington) asked whether rights like 
this were ever conceded too early. I 
think, sir, that the teachings of history 
are unmistakable and abundant, going to 
show that men have had self-government 
before they were fitted for it. When the 
South Amerioan republics-to cite a no- 
torious instance-threw off the Spanish 
yoke, will any body say that they were 
fitted for self-government? They were 
not ; and a consequence is that a constant 
state of anarchy prevails there to-day, as 
it has for a long time past there and in 
Mexico. A republican form of govern- 
ment has its time, its place and its condi- 
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tion of intelleotual advancement. AC- 
cording to the harmonious merging of 
these characteristics it may become a 
mere delusion and a snare, or it may be- 
come a brilliant and living reality. The 
father of our country said that just so far 
as a republioau formof government would 
be successful so far must it rest upon the 
virtue and intelligence of its people. Tf 
YOU take away the virtueand intelligence 
of the community there is not then the 
conditions for the exercise of a republicm 
form of gove.rnment. I behevs that pro- 
position is plain. Without being an ad- 
vocate for what is called i~Carl&Lwn ” or 
LLCcssa&wn,” as some designat.e it, that is 
to say, the right of one man by the power 
of superior intellect and greater force of 
character to pIace himself above his 
fellow men, and by his will and energy 
causing obedience to his mandates. and 
guiding and ruling the destinies of his 
country, and while I say I am not an ad- 
vocate of that principle, yet I confess that 
to my mind there is something in it. At 
any rate the men in history, who give us 
illustration of the operation of the priu- 
ciple, have been eminently useful to the 
world and have materially advanced their 
own nations. Take for example the great 
Peter, who was so much superior to all 
the Russians of his time that he stood, 
as one may say, head and shouiders above 
any man in his empire. He made a great 
nation of Russia by the simple power of 
knowledge and a determined will, trust- 
ing no power to the people, for the reason 
that they had not got to that time when 
they could use any governmental power 
judiciously. hnd the greatest curse that 
could be inflicted upon the people of 
Russia to-day would be relax this strong 
arm of absolute government that holds 
that empire in its place. It would be 
precipitating self-government upon a 
people unprepared and as yet ill-adapted 
for it. Now if this be true, and if that be 
the teaching of history in regard to one- 
half of creation, I bring in this applica- 

. tion that it is equally true of the other 
half. It would be the introduction of an 
entirely new class of subjects into the 
thoughts and minds of one-half of our 
community, a half that has paid no atten- 
tion to such matters at all. 

It is idle for the gentleman from Chester 
(Mr. Dadington) to indicate that they 

have, in his county, a teacher of public 
schools, who is exercising, with eminent 
success, the duties of her position. 

Tn this discussion Anna Dickinson and 
Miss Hosmer, and other eminent womqn, 
have been referred to as being a worthy 
class of American women. I do not be- 
lieve, however, that our people are yet 
any too far advanced to make the experi- 
ment of self-government a perfect sucoess. 
There is another important reason which 
I hold why the right of suffrage should 
not be granted to woman, and that is, I 
believe there is too much ignorant voting 
now done in the State of Pennsylvania 
and in the whole land. There is another 
evil which would oxdy be intensified, and 
that 1 wish to indicate as this. Our best 
citizens, men of refined and intelledua1 
character, abstain from going to the polls 
at election times. They remove t,hem- 
selves, as far as possible, from politics, 
and as a consequence the primaries are 
left in the hands of men of much inferior 
intelligence and stability of character. 
What wiil be the result of this matter 
which it is now proposad if it is ever con- 
summated? I ask if a larger number of 
the class of intellectual women will not 
remain away from the polls than men? 
I have no doubt of it. They will shrink 
from taking part in the elections and 
they will be attended only by that class 
who are debased and corrupt. I think, 
Mr. Chairman, that the allegation that 
this question is purely one of right is 
ridiculous. I believe it is a question of 
time. I know that my opinion will be 
unpalatable to a great many of my 
friends, and in fact it is one of my most 
painful duties to oppose so many who 
have expected me to aid them in this 
matter. It may be my misfortune, but I 
cannot help it, for in regard to this ques- 
tion, as to any other, I must act according 
to my beat judgment and my consoien- 
tious convictions. I say then that there 
is no question of right invoived in this 
matter. It is not a right. It is the duty 
01 a state. or the ruling power, to confer 
the right of suffrage solely where it will 
be attended with the most advantage. I 
cannot think that we would gain anything 
by an atiirmative response to the wishes 
of those who advocate woman suffrage, 
but I believe that we would act unwisely 
in so doing. If this right of suffrage Was 
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extended to woman, the Iargs mass of our 
intelligent and oultlvated ladies, who 
would not attend the polls, would ba fmp- 
planted by the less intalligent and da 
besed who would be, in my opinion, sura 
to attend. Them am the vi&w8 I entc+ 
tain in regard to thta question ; but I am 
fraa to oonfess and believe that it is one of 
the events whiuh ie to h8ppaa in the 
future. I cannot believe that I shall live 
to 8% it, but I b&eve it must come s88nsr 
or later. Woman is being eievatad to a 
higher position in the world than she has 
heretofore omupied. She bas been ad- 
mitted to the bar; she has graduatwl at 
medicxd colleges, and she has been em- 
ployed in banking houses, and In 8 atest 
many other pcsitions in Iifs whioh require 
both intelleot and 8ulture. All thssa ad- 
vanoes are but steps in the progress of a 
timq which is gradually fitting woman as 
a alasa for the exeraiss of this great privi- 
lege. In my opinion, however, that time 
h8e not arrived, and I shell, therefore, 
feel my&f oonstrainsd to vote 8gainst 
the amendment of the gentleman from 
Delaware (Mr. J3roomall.) 

Mr. A~~rcx.8 Mr. ChUman: I feel 
oonstrained to vote against the right of 
woman to go to the p8lls either in bloomer 
ooahme or trail, or in any other costume. 
There ia au ekm.I81 tltn8ss in things, and I 
apprehend that it would be interfaring 
with the wlations existing between the 
~xee if this right of uuffraye is extended 
to woman. For centuries there has been 
a l8w which has ‘appearad to have 8ome 
down from the God of nature, that has 
east upon man the duty of leglslaUng, 
and of legislating both for himself and ibr 
wom8n. I depre&e exceedingly in our 
day that suoh II reform, .88 it is cdled, by 
whioh the right of suffrage is propossd to 
be extended fo woman, has been missd 
80 8 que&on in this Stat8 I do not ‘IRant 
b hat .ita 8dvocatms diam+&%lly, but 
I apprehend that there is every reason to 
Iear that if we should adopt their viaws 
we should only disturb the peace oP so- 
&ty. 17~80 aomewhat surprised at the 
argument presented by the gentlemsn 
from Delawartt, (Mr. Broomall,) when be 
scouted the idea that a man js the head of 
the family and the family a unit. The 
gentleman has forgotten the cwlminal law 
in this State. He has doubtless but little 
pm+thc in those courts, for, according to 

t88 argument whioh ha has sdvancad, ws 
would have to believe if a woman aom- 
mlttad murder, evan in the very premnoa 
of her husband, she could be conviotad; 
but in truth she is under coverturs and 
would be aaquittad ; while the man, being 
the head of the family, would be con- 
viated. He (Mr. Broom8ll) denies the 
dootrlne that Is 8dministersd in all our 
courts under our own eyes and whioh we 
all acknowledge. The argument has also 
been made in support of this question, 
that reformers in past agw have be8n 
s&fad and laughed at, and that there has 
never been a discovery in soienoe or an 
improvement in srt but that it always 
found obstaoles and opposition in the way 
of its success. The disssnslons in the 
ohuroh of England and the labors df 
John Wesley have also been eloquently 
refarrad to; but I would remind the 
gentleman that John Wesley died in the 
bosom of the ohureh, and that every new 
discovery in aft or soien8a is hail@ with 
joy by the oitisana of every country. But 
the judge upon the bench who All his 
oharges and opinions with novelties en- 
dangers our system of government and 
&turba the peace of sodety. In this 
Gonventlon, when we are making laws, 
we fmst be sure to keep In the old and 
baattm traak, for whenever we diverge 
from it it may be laid down as a certainty 
that we are endangering the peace of the 
country. The only eafety for us is then to 
follow in the old beatsn treok. It is mar- 
velousindesd that gen8ratian aftargerera- 
tion has pamed, snd woman, if they ought 
to have the rlghtof au&age, have nevar 
demanded it h8fore. I osnn6t believs, 
even at thifd lata day, that there is more 
than one out of a t&wand who have evsr 
asked for this right, end not one out of a 
thousand who wishes ever to exercise it. 
There ia no ohm of men that doubts that 
we have an equal, mentally and intel- 
leotu8lly, when we are in the presents of 
8 refined and btelligent woman ; but that 
is not tk0 propositian. There 5s a fitness 
in everything and a p&se for everything, 
and itisn eea08ry that wh8tever duty we, 
80 members of this Conveation, exemise, 
should be exer&s& in 8 manner that will 
contribute to safety and wisdom in the 
8atsblishment of our organio laws. To 
those who clamor for the right of auf&t@ 
on the part of woman, and who woltM 
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show us that this right would be exer- 
cised in a manner faithful to the interests 
of the State, I reply-that in my humble 
opinion if this right was conferred upon 
the daughters of Pennsylvania, they 
would never visit the polls, and they 
would prefer to remain precisely where 
their Maker has placed them. They 
would remain in the sphere in which they 
are honored. There can be no doubt but 
that there has been great wrong done to 
females, but it is evident that whatever 
injustice has been done them that it could 
not possibly be avoided by adopting uni- 
versal suffrage. It is a well recognized 
fact that every man who enters into so- 
ciety forms a part of the government, and 
thereby surrenders a portion of his natu- 
ral rights. The right of suffrage is not es- 
teemed as a natural right. It has never 
been so considkred. It is nothing more 
than a conventional tight, and the ques- 
tion presented here is whether it would 
be convenient and expedient to grant 
this right to the other sex. This is the 
only question which is presented to this 
Convention, and the only question that 
has been disturbing the minds of this 
Convention. It has been well said upon 
this floor that if the right of suffrage was 
given to women it would impose new du- 
ties upon them, and that it would be ne- 
cessary for them to study the question of 
currency and the philosophy of govern- 
ment. 

both the man and the woman. It would 
place them in a position where they might 
have onerous and disagreeable duties to 
perform. They might be called to fill the 
ofices of a constable or supervisor, and 
be obliged to weather the storm. It can 
be easily conceived that these new rights 
of theirs would bring them into new 
troubles and new difficulties. Instead of 
benefiting men, it would injure the wo- 
men and do no good to society. 

Mr. Chairman. The fire-side is the 
place where a woman is to exert her influ- 
ence, and it is a mistake to suppose that 
she has not even from that fire-side a 
lever by which she can move the world. 
There is her place, and that woman who 
is lovely in her life and lovely in her 
manners, in her own home, is a queen 
though she may have no crown ; a 
daughter is sweeter than the morning 
rose when the dew wets its leaves and 
unstained and pure as the mouutain 
snow. We are disposed to go to our 
wives and our daughters for instruction 
in lessons in virtue, in lessons of propriety 
and of patriotism ; and although they may 
not be found on the huskins, their voice 
will be heard on all proper occasions. I 
am, at this time, reminded of some v’ery 
appropriate lines written by a gentleman 
in this city who has long since left us, the 
words of the late Dr. Ely. His language 
was this : 

It was asked by one of old, “can a mo- 
ther forget her child?” Is it possible 
that there are members of this Conven- 
tion who believe that a mother could 
leave her infant in the cradle to attend to 
the more important public duties of a ju- 
ror, and, along with eleven obstinate men, 
“fight it out on that line if it took all 
night ?” While we pity a man who is ef- 
feminate, we instinctively shrink from 
the masculine woman. If this amend- 
ment is adopted it will revolutionize SO- 

ciety, the law and the government, and 
will test a fire brand into every house- 
hold in this broad Commonwealth. 
Is a man to pass his time in the 
drawing room or the parlor, and a woman 
in the halls of the Legislature who would 
not be shocked at the very thought of it ? 
I am of the opinion that instead of eleva- 
fmg man by conferring the right of suf- 
frage on women, it would tend to degrade 

“Hundreds of mothers dressed at ease, 
Contented might their da.ughters plesse, 
And lovers face a wintry breeze, 
TO gain & healthful rudiness.” 

I want the gentleman whose head is 
blossoming for the grave (Mr. Broomall) 
to understand that he is not the only 
champion for the ladies. He cannot lay 
the flattering unction to his soul that he is 
the friend and the only friend of the fair 
sex, if he does say that he loves them, al- 
though the frosts above have not yet 
smothered the fires of his impulsive heart. 
But I will assure the g-entleman that there 
is not a man in this assembly who will 
vote against this amendment who aoes 
not feel that if there is a man living who 
does not regard and revere the words and 
lessons of instructions of his sainted mo- 
ther, he is a moral monster, and should go 
down to the grave unwept, unhonored 
and unsung. 

Xow, Mr. Chairman, as I have intro- 
duced a little poetry into this subject, I 
am reminded of another verse from the 
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‘I Pleasures of Hope,” that is most appro- 
priate and as beautiful as appropriate. It 
is this : 

Mr. LILLY. Mr. President : I have only 
a few words to say in reference to this sub- 
ject. I offered last Monday morning a reso- 
lution somewhat similar in effect to this, 
andIwasverysorryafterwardtoIeamthat 
the printing offlce of the State Printer in 
Harrisburg had been on fire and tery much 
damaged. The consequence is that his 
work was put back very much. Our 
billa, the delay in which called forth my 
resolution then, would have been on the 
files of the members at the time I offered 
my resolution, but for this accident. I 
presume the printer is doing the best he 
can to get his printing up. I do not wish 
to be understood as opposing this resolu- 
tion. I only desire to say this much in 
relation t,o the resolution I offered on 
Monday morning last. 

“The earth w&8 aad,the garden was rtwild, 
And mitn, a hermit, sighed till worn&n smiled.” 

But we are to look to a higher law when 
we are disposing of thii question.. We are 
to look to that law in which it is said. I 
believe it is the words of inspiration. “wo- 
man shall not usurp auth&ity.” ‘There 
you have it, and without being personal, 
[pointing to Mr. MaEn,] I will say it is 
better to trust in the Lord than to put any 
confidence in man.” So says the same 
Book. 

I do not desire to take up the time of 
this House. It is abqut the time of ad- 
journment. I really have convinced my- 
self that the whole of this agitation is en- 
tirely unnecessary, that it is all uncalled 
for, that there is no class in the commu- 
nity who are in favor of it, and that the 
ladles themselves would feel very much 
grieved if it passed, and therefore I will 
leave the matter in the handsof other gen- 
tlemen in this Convention who are better 
able to dispose of it. 

Mr. TEMPLE. Mr. Chairman; I move 
that the committee rise, report progress, 
and ask leave to sit again. 

On agreeing to the motion, a division 
was called, which resutted sixty-five in 
the affirmative and thirty in the negative. 
So the motion was agreed to. 

The committee rose and Mr. Walker re- 
sumed the Chair. 

IN CONVENTION. 

The chairman of the committee of the 
whole (-Mr. Lawrence) reported that the 
committee had further considered the re- 
port of the Committee on Suffrage, Elec- 
tion and Representation, and desired to 
report progress, and ask leave to sit again. 

Leave was given, and to-morrow named 
as the next day for sitting. 

Mr. LILLY. Mr. President : I move the 
Convention do now adjourn. 

Mr. DALLAS. Mr. President : I ask 
unanimous consent to offer a resolution. 

Unanimous consent was given, and the 
resolution twice read : 

DILATORY PRINTING. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Prhlt- 
ing be requested to report to the Conven- 
tion whether any arrangement has been 
made to secure greater speed in the print- 
ing and delivering the Debates of the Con- 
vention. 

Mr. DALLAS. Mr. President : I will 
say, in explanation of this resolution, that 
my purpose in offering it was simply, as 
every member of the Convention knows, 
that after we have been sitting in this 
city since early in January, we have just 
had laid on our tables the printed De- 
bates informing us that we have arrived 
here, and telling us what was done ,on the 
first day of our meeting in Philadelphia. 
If the reason of that delay is, as the gen- 
tleman from Carbon (Mr. Lilly) says, 
that there has been a fire in the office of 
the State Printer, it is a reason which 
would excuse, of course, great delay ; but 
I would like to have a report from the 
Committee on Printing. 

Mr. DARLJNGTON. Mr. President: 1 
desire to ask the gentleman from Carbon 
(Mr. Lilly) when this fire occurred. 

Mr. LILLY. Mr. President : On Satur- 
day night last. 

Mr. DARLIN~TON. Mr. President : That 
is too late. It ought to have occurred 
long before to have been any excuse. 

Mr. LILLY. Mr. President : It must be 
remembered that it was sometime after 
we met in this city before the House 
would agree on the form in which these 
Debates were to be printed. It was the 
second week after we met here beforeit 
was settled as to the form in which these 
Debates should be printed, and that then 
all the proceedings in Harrisburg were to 
be printed before the Debates in this city 
could be reached. I have no doubt the 
printer has used all the expedition possi- 
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ble, but I do not objeot at all to the pas- The resolution was agreed to. 
sage of the resolution. Mr. LILLY. Mr. President: I renew 

Mr. DARLINOTON. Mr. President : I my motion to adjburn. 
hope we will pass the resolution. Really This was agreed to, and the Convention 
we are too much behind with these De- at one fifty-five P. M. adjourned until 
bates. Let the Committee on Printing eleven A. M. to-morrow. 
inquire into it. 



THIRTY-SIXTH DAY. 

MoNDAY,~~?JT&~~,~~~B. Mr. CAMPBELL also presented a peti- 
The Convention met at eleven o’olock 

A. M., Mr. Walker in the chair. 
Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Curry. 

PROTHONOTARY'S REPORT. 

The PRESIDENT protsn,presented the 
report of the prothonotary of Dauphin 
county, which was refered to the Commit- 
tee on Judiciary. 

VNIVERSITYOFPENNSPLVANIA. 

The PRESIDENT m.te-m presented an 
invitation from the trustees of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania to the members 
of this Convention to visit the new Uni- 

tionof oitizensof Bradford County, ask- 
ing for an amendment to the Constitution 
granting female suiYrage, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Suffrage, 
ElectionandRepresentation. 

Mr.C~H~~~~~alsopresentedasirniiar 
petition from dtizens of Pennsylvania, 
which was referred to the same commit- 
tee. 

MILITARYSERVICE ANDFINES. 

Mr. BROOXALL presented a memorial 
of a monthly meeting of Friends of Del- 
aware county, asking a constitution- 
al amendment giving them protection 

versity buildings on Saturday, February against compuls6y rn%uy se&ice, and 
8, at two o’clock P. M. 

Mr. President : I wish to 
against taxation in lieu thereof,-which 

Mr. DALLAS. was referred tu ‘me Committee on Militia. 
call, through you, the attentionof thecon- 
vention to the invitation which has just 

INTOXIOATINULIQTJORS. 

been read, and to mention that I have Mr. BROOMALL also presented a memo- 

been requested to say that it is not merely rial from the same body, asking a consti- 

a formal invitation, but a cordial and tutional provision prohibiting the manu- 

earnest one, to attend the w buildings of facture and sale of intoxicating liquors, 

the University of Penus JIF* vania, an insti- which was referred to the Committee on 
tution of which not only the city of Phil- Legislation. 
adelphia, but the whole State of Penn- CRUELANDBARBAROVSLAWS. 
sylvania, may be proud. They have re- 
cently removed fromtheir rooms,at Ninth 

Mr. BROOMALL alsopresentedapetition 
f rom the same body, asking for a oonsti- 

and Chestnut streets, to a new and hand- tutional amendment to proteot human 
some edifice in West Philadelphia, and 1.f 
they are anxious that the members of this 

1 e against cruel and barbarous laws, 
whichwasreferred to the Committeeon 

Convention should accept the invitation. Judi&ry. 

I move therefore that the invitation be ao 
cepted, and that the thanks of the Con- INTOXICATINe LIQUORS. 

vention be returned for the courtesy. Mr. CARTER presented the petition of 
The motion was agreed to. twohundredandfortycitizensofLancss- 

CONSTITTJTIONALCOMYISSION. 
The PRESIDENTS tern presented a 

copy of the Journal of proceedings of the 
Constitutional Commission of the State 
of New York, which was laid on the table. 

FEHALE SUFFRAQE. 
Mr. CAMPBELL 'presented a memorial 

from the religious society of Progressive 
Friends of Longwood, Chester county, in 
this State, asking for an amendment to 
the Constitution granting female suf- 
frage, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Suffrage, Election and Repre- 
sentation. 

tercounty,asking an amendment tothe 
constitution prohibiting the manufacture 
and sale of intoxicating liquors, which 
was referred to the Committee on Legis- 
lation. 

Mr. MANN presented a petition from 
citizens of Lycoming county, asking for a 
constitutional amendment prohibiting 
the manufacture and sale of intoxicating 
liquors, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Legislation. 

Mr. PARSONS presented a petition of 
one hundred citizens of Williamsport, 
praying for an amendment to the Consti- 
tution prohibiting the manufaoture and 
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sale of Intoxicating liquors, which was 
referred’to the Committee on Legislation. 

Mr. HORTON. Mr. Chairman: I had 
the honor, a few days ago, to present a 
petition from citizens of Wyoming coun- 
ty, asking a constitutional amendment 
prohibiting lhe manufacture and sale of 
intoxicating liquors, and I now ask that it 
be referred to the Committee on Legisla- 
tion. 

The petition was so referred. 

SEPARATE AMENDMENTS. 

Mr. S. A. PURVIANCE offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was twice read : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf- 
frage be instructed to report to the Uon- 
vention, for its consideration, three sepa- 
rate propositions. One in favor of cumu- 
lative suErage, one in favor of female 
suffrage, and the remaining one in favor 
of prohibiting the sale of intoxicating 
drinksas a beverage, and that said propo- 
sitions be so framed, that if approved by 
the Convention, may be submitted to the 
people for their ratification or rejection as 
separate amendments to the Constitution. 

&lr. BROOMALL. I call for a division of 
the question. 

;Mr. FUNCK. I move to postpone the 
further consideration of the question for 
the present. 

Xr. BROOMALL. I withdraw the call 
for a division of the question. 

. 

Mr. KAINE. I move to amend the mo- 
tion, by inserting the word 9ndeiinitely.” 

Mr. FUNCK. 1 accept the amendment. 
Mr. S. A. PURVIANCE. Mr. President : 

I have come to the conclusion, in intro- 
ducing this resolution, that unless some 
action of this kind is taken by the Con- 
vention, our sessions will be prolonged 
until next fall. While I am not in favor 
of everything that is embraced in these 
propositions, I am satisfied there is a very 
large and respectable portion of the peo- 
ple of thisstate who favor each and every 
one of the propositions. If it is destined 
that the Convention is to enter into an 
elaborate and separate discussion upon 
each one of these propositions, our labors 
will be extended to a longer period than 
we contemplated. I had a very strong 
reason inoffering this resolution, for if the 
Convention feels disposed to reject all of 
these propositions, I Rould ask what is 
to become of the Constitution when it is 
framed? What is to become of the im- 
portant changes which the Convention 
proposes to make in the judiciary, in the 
right of suffmge and in other matters? 

Why, sir, if we lurn out of the Convetl- 
tion such important subjects as are em- 
bodied in this resolution, and give the 
cold shoulder to that large class of our 
citizens who are in favor of some action 
being takeu in regard to them, I fear that 
at the polls they will deposit the evidence 
of their disapproval of the Constitution 
submitted to the people, and will seek re- 
dress in another Convention. It is with 
the view of shortening our labors, and 
cutting off as muah debate upon these 
subjects as possible, that I have offered 
the resolution. I hope, therefore, that the 
resolution will be adopted, and that the 
Committee on SuErage will report thesr 
three separate propositions as sepxrate 
amendments to the Constitution. 

Mr. TEMPLE. Mr. President: I desire 
to say only a few words upon this subject 
at this time. I presume, if this resolution 
is adopted, it will only be the means of 
getting rid of the propbsition submitted by 
the Committee on Suffrage. I am advised 
that one of the gentlemen who signed the 
minority report isanxious to be heard upon 
this question. He is not now in the Hall, 
and it seems to me that it will be exceed- 
inglyunfair to dispose of the question before 
he has had an opportunity of being heard. 
If certain gentlemen desire to get rid OJ 
this question in such a summary manner, 
upon them alone the responsibility will 
have to rest. I know myself there are 
other gentlemen who desire to be heard 
npon this question, and I Submit to the 
Convention it is unfair that borne of our 
members, after having expressed their 
views upon the matter, should vote it out 
of the Convention, and that their ideas 
should be permitted to go to the people 
without other of our members having an 
opportunity to answer them. I hope, in 
view of these facts, and particularly in 
view of Mr. Cassidy, who signed this mi- 
nority report, not being in the Conven- 
tion this morning, that gentlemen will 
not take this hasty action, and vote this 
whole subject out of the Convention. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President: I am 
not in favor of this resolution, for I do 
not think it is exactly important to pass a 
resolution of this kind *which will give 
such instructions to the Committee on 
Sutfrage. One of the rules of the Con- 
vention says : That all propositions Of 
amendments to the Constitution upon 
any subject not then under consideration. 
unless otherwise directed, shall be re- 
ferred by the President to the appropriate 
committee. The practice has been in all 
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cases, where propositions looking to Mr. BOWMAN. Mr. President : I think 
amendments to the Constitution are pre- there is a mistake. The question, as I 
sented, to refer the resolution itself to the understand it, is upon the indednite post- 
appropriate committee, and I suppose, ponement of the resolution. 
therefore, the objection to a direct action Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President: I ask 
upon the resolution offered by the gentle- what is the question before the Conven- 
man from Allegheny (Mr. S. A. Purvi- tion. 
ante) is, in fact, that it conflicts with the The PRESIDENT pro tent. The question 
rule of order which we have adopted. is now upon the resolution offered by the 

Mr. BUOKALEW. Mr. President : I gentleman from Allegheny (Mr. S. A. 
think if resoiutions of this kind are en- Purviance.) 
tertained by the Convention, it will delay Mr. CO~HRAN. Mr. President : I wish 
our work to a oonsiderable extent: If to rise to a point of order, and it is this : 
this resolution comes before the Conven- That under the rules of this Convention 
tion for consideration, I will move to this resolution must be referred to the 
strike out the proposition relating to the Committee on Sutlrage without further 
subject of cumulative voting. I feel con- action. 
siderable interest in the subject, and I Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. President: I also 
desire to debate it at the proper time. 1 rise to a point of order, and submit that 
hope the gentleman will not press this the point of order raised by the gentle- 
particular proposition upon the Conven- man from York (Mr. Cochran) should 
tion. In regard to the two other proposi- have been made before the consideration 
tions containedinthe resolution, involving of the resolution. 
female suffrage and the subject of intem- The PRESIDENT. The Chair decides * 
perance, I think that the Convention against the point of order raised by the 
will greatly facilitate its progress by gentleman from York (Mr. Cochran.) 
adopting that part of the resolution and Mr. LAWRENCE. Mr. President : It oc- 
permitting debate upon these subjects at curs to me that we will be placed in a 
some future time. If we do not adopt false position by voting on this proposi- 
some such course as this, amendments tion. There are some of us who are very 
will continue to be ofiered, one after an- anxious t&at some of these questions 
other, until the action of the Convention should be referred to the people. There 
will be greatly embarrassed and our pro- are some anxious that the question of 
gress continually delayed. I believe that temperance, if you choose, or the sale of 
the friends of these two propositions de- intoxioating drinks, should be referred to 
sire them to be referred to the appropriate the people. Some are in favor of referring 
committee, and I hope that the Conven- the other qestions, and wice versa. Now 
tion will give its consent to accede to their if we vote no on this resolution we will 
wishes. The subject of female sull’rage be considered as against all these propo- 
has been one of continued discussion in sitions. AS I understand, the yeas and 
this Convention for the past three days, nays are called. I do not want to be put 
and we are now about resummg its con- in that position for my own part. I want 
sideration in committee of the whole upon it to be distinctly nnderstood, as far as I 
the fourth day. This debate can be re- am concerned, I am in favor of a separate 
sumed again on the second and third proposition on the subject of temperance, 
reading of the article we have under con- and may be against the proposition on 
sideration, and it may be wiser LO allow either of the other subjects, and that, 
the wmmittee to report upon other arti- whether I vote for a postponement or 
ales which the Convention will consider against it, I shall not be committed by 
hereafter. I am clearly of the opinion my action on this question in any vote 
that the mover of the present resolution that I may hereafter give. I merely de- 
consults the convenience of the Conven- sire to put myself right on the record, be- 
tion in proposing it, and I hope, therefore, cause this question will be regarded by 
that it will not be indefinitely postponed, some as a test vote. 
but, without prolonged debate, we will Mr. KAINE. Mr. President : I eal for 
adopt it. a division of the question, so that the vote 

Mr. FUNOK. Mr. President: I with- shall be taken on each proposition sepa- 
draw the motion to postpone indefinitely, mtely. 
andmove to refer the resolution to the Mr. S. A. PURVIANCE. Mr. President : 
Committee on Suffrage, Election and Before the yeas and nays are called I rise 
Representation. to modify the resolution. 
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The PRESIDENT. The question cannot 
now be discussed. With the unanimous 
consent of the House it may be modified. 
The question is, will unanimous consent 
be granted 1 

[Aye I No ! Aye I No I] 
Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. President : I with- 

draw the call for the yeas and nays, for 
the purpose of allowing the gentleman 
from Allegheny (Mr. S. A. Purviance) to 
make a modification. 

The PRESIDENT. The call is withdrawn, 
and the gentleman from Allegheny will 
state his modification. 

Mr. S. A. PURVIANCE. Mr. President : 
At the instance of the gentleman from 
Columbia (Mr. Buckalew) I will modify 
the resolution, so as to leave out “ cumu- 
lative suffrage.” 

Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. President: I re- 
new the call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PARSONS. Mr. President: I call 
for the reading of the resolution as modi- 
fied. 

Mr. D. N. WHITE; Mr. President : I 
renew the motion to put in ‘Loumulative 
voting.” I want these things to stand to- 
gether. 

The PRESIDENT. The yeas and nays 
were called before the gentleman from 
Allegheny (Mr. D. N. White) moved to 
re-insert “ cumulative sunrage,” and 
therefore the motion cannot be read. 
The resolution, as moditied, will be read. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf- 
frage, Election and Rrpresentation be in- 
structed to report to the Convention, for 
its consideration, two separate proposi- 
tions, one in favor of female suffrage and 
the remaining one in favor of prohibiting 
the sale of intoxicating drinks as a bev- 
erage, and that such propositions be SO 
framed that, if approved by the Conven- 
tion, they may be submitted to the peo- 
ple, for their rejection or ratification, as 
separate amendments to the Constitution. 

The yeas and nays,reyuired by Mr. Ad- 
dioks andMr. Broomall, were as follow, 
viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Aohenbaoh, Addioks, Ainey, 
Baker, Bannan, Beebe, Black, Charles A., 
Bowman, Broomall, Brown, Buckalew, 
Campbell, Carter, Cassidy, Cochran, Col- 
lins, Craig, Curry, De France, Dunning, 
Edwards, Finney, Funck, Hall, Howard, 
Knight, Lear, M’Allister, MacConnell, 
M’Murray, Rlann, Mantor, Palmer, G. 
W., Palmer, H. W., Parsons, Patterson, T. 
H. B., Patton, Porter, Pughe, Purviance, 

Samuel A., Rooke, Russell, Sharpe, 
Smith, H. G., Struthers, Turrell, Wether- 
ill, J. M., Wherry, White, David N., 
White, J. W. F. and Wright--51. 

NAYS. 

Messrs. Alricks, Baer, Baily, (Perry,) 
Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Barclay, Bards- 
ley, Bartholomew, Boyd, Clark, Corbett, 
Corson, Cronmiller, Curtin, Dallas, Da- 
vis, Elliott, Ellis, Gibson, Gilpin, Gowen, 
Guthrie, Hanna, Harvey, Hay, Hazzard, 
Heverin, Hopkins, Horton, Hunsicker, 
Kaine, Lawrence, Lilly, Long, M’Clean, 
M’Culloch, Metzger, Minor, Mott, Niles, 
Patterson, D. W., Read, John R., Reed, 
Andrew, Reynolds, James L., Reynolds, 
S. H., Ross, Smith, Henry W., Smith, W. 
H., Stanton, Stewart, Temple, VanReed, 
Walker, Wetherill, John Price and 
Woodward-54. 

So the resolution was not agreed to. 
ABBE~T OR NOT VOTINGI. - Messrs. 

Andrews, Armstrong, Biddle, Black, J. 
S., Brodhead, Carey, Church, Cuyler, 
Darlington, Dimmick, Dodd, Ewing, 
Fell, Fulton, Hemphill, Lamberton, 
Landis, Littleton, M’Camant, MacVeagh, 
Newlin, Purman, Purviance, John N., 
Runk, Simpson, White, Harry, Worrell 
and Meredith, &esident-28. 

On the call of the yeas and nays, Mr. 
Beebe gave the following reason for vot- 
ing : 

I vote no on the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Washington, (Mr. Law- 
rence,) because I desire to get a direct 
vote upon the resolution as reported from 
the committee. 

PROHIBITION. 

Mr. D. N. WHITE offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Legislation : 

Resolved, That the following proposed 
amendments be referred to the Uommit- 
tee on Legislation, to wit : 

The mauufaoture and sale of alcoholic 
liquors, whether fermented, brewed or 
distilled, or any admixture, part of which 
is alcoholic and adapted to be used as a 
beverage, is prohibited. 

The manufacture and sale of such li- 
quors for exportation, for medicinal, sa- 
cramental, mechanical or artistic pur- 
poses, by agents specially provided by 
law, are excepted. 

The General Assembly shall, within 
one year from the adoption of the Consti- 
tution, enact laws with adequate penalties 
for the enforcement of this provision. 
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BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

Mr. S~,~~~~'offered thefollowingreao- 
lution, which was twice read : 

ReaoEued, That the use of the hall be 
ppntedto the board of public education 
for next Tuesday afternoon at three 
o’clock. 

Mr. STANTON. I will only state the,t 
the hall of board of education is now 
very much crowded with the distribu- 
tion of books. We cannot meet in the 
ball, and we would like the Convention 
to grant ns the use of this hall for one af- 
ternoon, for our regular monthly meet- 
i ng. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

T.IXITATN,N OF DEBATE. 

Mr. FrjNou offered the following resolu- 
tion : 

Remteed, That when this-Convention 
goes into committee of the whole discun- 
sion shall terminate at twelve o’clock M. 
to-day, and that a vote shall be taken 
upon the pending proposition and all 
amendments offered, without further de- 
bate. 

Mr. Fcncrr. Mr. President: I move 
that we proceed to a second reading of the 
resolution. 

Mr. LAWBESCE. I suggest a mod&a- 
tion of the resolution, so as it shall read 
*‘one o’clock.” 

Mr. Fuxcu. I accept the modifioation. 
Mr. BUC~ALEW. I am afraid that that 

resolution is so drawn that it will preclude 
debate on every article of the section. 

Mr. RIX~ELL. Mr. President : I move 
to amend. 

The CLERK read the amendulent, as 
fGllOWS . . . 

“That all debate in committee of the 
whole upon that part of the section one, 
reported by the Committee on Suffrage, 
Election and Representation, which has 
been under discus&on during the sessions 
of the last three days, shall cease at one 
o’clock P. M. this day, and the vote shall 
t&n be taken.” 

hfr. BANNAN. Mr. President: I call 
for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. J. R. READ. I would like to know 
whether the resolution offered by thegen- 
bleman from Lebanon (Mr. Funok) was 
passed to a second reading. 

The PRESIDENT pro tern. It had not. 
Mr. J. R. READ. I rise to^a point of 

order, that it is not proper to offer an 
amendment to a resolution until it has 
been passed to a second reading. 

38 

The PR~XUDZN~ pro fem. The gentle- 
man is correct. The yeas and nays are 
called to proceed to a second reading. 
The question before the Convention is, 
will the Convention prooeed to a second 
reading. 

Mr. I+INCK. I accept theamendment of 
the gentleman from Bedford (Mr. Rus- 
sell.) 

Mr. BANNAN. I withdraw the call for 
the yeas and nays on the question of pro- 
ceeding to a second reading. 

Mr. LILI,Y. I renew the call for the 
yeas and nays. I think we had better set- 
tle the question right away. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I rise to a question of 

order. Is debate in order? 
The PRRSIDENT~O tent. Is the call foi 

the yeas and nays seconded ? 
Mr. CORBETT. I second the call. 
Mr. LILLY. I rise to a point of order. 

Is this resolution acceptable of amend- 
ment before it is before the Convention 
on second reading? 

The PR$SIDEXT pro tem. The chair 
rules that it is not. The question is upon 
the resolution of the resolution as modi- 
fied, by striking out L%welve’7 and insert- 
ing‘*one.” 

The yeas and nays were required by 
Mr. Lilly and Mr. Corbett, and were as 
follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Achenbach, Baily, (Perry,) Bai- 
ley, (Huntingdon,) Baker, Bannan, Bar- 
clay, Beebe, Black, Charles A., Bowmanp- 
Bayd, Brown, Campbell, Clark, Collinsj. 
Corbett, Cronmiller, Curry, Davis, De. 
France, Dunning, Edwards, Finney, IQl-. 
ton, Funck, Guthrie, Hanna, Harvey, II&y, 
Hazzard, Hunsicker, Lear, Long, M’Cul- 
loch, M’Murray, Minor, Niles, Parsons, 
Patterson, T. H. B., Pughe, Reed, An- 
drew, Reynolds, James L., Reynolds, S. 
II., Rooke, Ross, Runk, Russell, Smith: 
Henry W., Smith, W. H., Struthers, Van 
Reed, Wetherill, John Price and Wood- 
ward-52. 

NAYS. 

Messrs. Addicks, Ainey, Alricks, Baer, 
Bardsley, Bartholomew, Biddle, Black, 
J. S., Broomall, Buckalew, GUI ter, Cas- 
sidy, Cochran, Corson, Craig, Curtin, Dal- 
las, Elliott, Ellis, Gilpin, Gowen,’ Hall, 
Heverin, Hopkins, Horton, Howard, 
Kaine, Knight, Lawrence, Lilly, M’hllis- 
ter, M’Clesn, MacConnell, Mann, Msntor, 
Metzger, Mott, Palmer, G. W., Palmer, 
H. W., Patterson, D. W., Patton,, Read, 



59% DEBATES OF THE 

John R., Sharpe, Smith, H. G., Stanton, 
Stewart, Temple, Turroll, Walker, Weth- 
erill, J. M., Wherry, White, David N., 
White, J. W. I’. and Wright-X. 

So the motion to proaeed to a second 
reading was rejected. 

ABsERT OR NOT vOTIiYGi.-M3Ssrs. An- 
drews, Armstrong, Brodhead, Carey, 
(!hurch, Cuyler, Darlington, Dimmick, 
Dodd, Ewing, Fell, Gibson, Hemphill, 
Lamberton, Landis, Littleton, M’Camant, 
MacVeagh, Newlin, Porter, Purman, PLLr- 

viance, John N., Purviance, Samuel A., 
Simpson, White, Harry, Worrell and 
Meredith, PresicknC27. 

HOURS OF SBRsION. 

Mr. HoFKrXsoffered the following reso- 
lution, which was read : 

Reaolued, That from and after Monday 
next the Convention will meet at ten 
o’clock A. M. and adjourn at one o’clock 
I’. M., andmbet at three P. M. andadjourn 
at five P. M. 

The question bemg, shall the Conven- 
tion proceed to the second reading and 
consideration of the resolution, a division 
was called for, and resulted : In the affir- 
mative, fifty ; in the negative, fifty-six. 

So the resolution was rejected. 

IJHITATION OF DEBATE. 

Mr. RUSSXLL oll’ered the following reso- 
lution, which was read : 

Resolved, That all debate in committee 
of the whole upon the part of the section 
oue of the report. of the Committee on 
,Suffrage, Election and Representation, 
which has been under discussion during 
the sessions of the last three days, shall 
cease at one o’clock I’. M. of this day, and 
the vote shall then be taken. 

The PRESIDENT pro Lem. The Chair is 
compelled to state that that cannot be re- 
ceived, as the Convention has already had 
under consideration a resolution of the 
same import at this sessionandvoted upon 
it. 

DEBATES TO NEWSPAPERS. 

Mr. PORTXR offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Print- 
ing be requested to inquire into and re- 
port whether the printer of this Conven- 
tion is furnishing a copy of the proceed- 
ings of tho Convention to the papers pub- 
Iishcd in the State. 

The question being, shall the Conven- 
tion proceed to the second reading and 
<*onsideration of the resolution, it was 
agreed to. 

Mr. D. N. WHITE. Mr. President: I 
wish to say to the Convention that the 
printer informs me that it is only a few 
days sinoe he ret;-ived the names of the 
papers of the State, and that he is now 
prepared to furnish the proceedings to 
these papers if he can find any way to 
pay the postage. The postage has to he 
paid in advance, and no provision has 
been made by the Convention to cover it. 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. President : The rea- 
son I otler the resolution is because there 
is a great deal of complaint, especially 
among newspapers in the country dis- 
tricts, that the Debates or proceedings are 
not received. We have been in session 
over two months, and these documents 
are not issued. The newspapers are rer?- 
anxious to receive them, as they are de- 
sirous of knowing what takes place here, 
and anxious togive to their readers all in- 
formation necessnry to give them a clea1 
understanding of the things accomplished 
by this Convention. I thinkit is entirel)- 
proper that we should have this report 
asked for from the Printing Cotnmittee. 
They can investigate and see whether or 
not t,he printer has done his duty in re- 
gard to the matter, and what, if anything. 
is necessary to l)e done in order to secure 
the prompt issue of the documents rcfc- 
red to. 

Mr. D. 9. WHITE. Mr. Chairman: The 
chairman of ow committee is now en- 
deavoring to makenrrangcments with the 
Postoffice department, at Washington, to 
have these papers sent without postage. 
I do not know mhethcr he will succeed 
or not, but the printer is ready to send 
them the moment me eatn have rho al’- 
rangement made for postage. 

Xr. \~HIriHT asked leave Of absenut? 
for Mr. Craig for a few days from today. 
which was granted. 

EAILROAD STOCKS. 

Mr. L’OCIIRAS presented a report front 
the Committee on Railroads and Canals, 
embodied in the following resolution, 
which was read : 

Resolved, That it iscontrary to the pub 
lit policy, and against the public inter- 
ests, that laws sl~oalLt be enact& confer- 
ring unlimited power LI~CUI milroads or 
other corporations to increa.se capital 
stock and bonds. 

Mr. COCIIRAN moved the second reatl- 
ing and immediate consideration of the 
resolution. 
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The question being, shall the Conven- 
tion proceed to thesecond reading and con- 
sideration of the resolution, it wasagreed 
to. 

80 the resolution was agRin read. 
Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President: I believe 

that the delegates to this Convention will 
endorse the principle contained in that 
resolution. It is a proper provisiou to be 
placed in the Constitution of this State. * 
Unquestionably it will be conceded that 
corporations should not have the power 
conferred upon them to increase their 
capital stock, and issue their bonds in any 
amonnt that they shall please. If that is 
a correct principle it should be adopted 
forthwith by this Convention. For the 
information of the Convention I will read 
an article from the Pittsburg Gcrrette, of 
February 5, which I hold in my hand. 

Mr. TKIMRLR. 1Ir. President : I rise to 
a point of order. This is a resolution, and, 
under the rules, should be referred to the 
proper committee. 

The PRESIDRNT pro tern. It is the re- 
port of the Committee on Ibailroads and 

shape of a resolution, as the Chair thinks, 
than a report from a committee. But it is 
now before the Convention, by order of 
the body, on second reading, and must 
be considered. 

Mr. IsUCKALKw. Mr. President : I 
raise the point of order, that reports or’ 
committees must first be considered in 
committee of the whole. 

The PRESIDENT pro lem. That point 01’ 
order should have been raised at an car- 
lier stage of the proceedings ; and if it 111~1, 
the Chair would have so decided. But 
having been submitted in the shape in 
which it is, and carried, by order of the 
Convention, to a second reading, theChair 
is of opinion that we will have to procce(l 
with it. 

I1Jr. HOWARD. Mr. Chairman: 1 will 
now read tho article to which I referred, 
from the Pittsburg Ga&te, of the fifth in- 
stant : 

HARRI~B~~RQ, February 4, 1853. 

THE. PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD COXPA- 

NY’S LE(IISLATIPE PROQRANRE. 

(:anals. 
Mr. T~IIPLE, . It is a resolution, as I 

Tho Pennsylvania milroad company 
d 

understand it. The report of the COm- 
eveloped its legislative programme for 

th' 

mittee has not yet reached the Conven- 
IS year, by presenting to the House to- 

t ion. 
night the most extraordinary bill ever 
presented to the Legislature of this State. 

The PRESIDENT pro tWn. It is a report It is entitled “,I bill authorizing an in- 
of a committee, and submitted as such to 
this Convention. 

crease of the capital stock, the issue of 
bonds, and the securing of the same 1~~7 

Mr. MANN. Mr. President : 1 raise the mortgage.33 The first seotion authorizes 
point of order that, being a report of a th e 
committee, it must first be printed and 

stockholders, by resolution, to in- 

laid upon the desks Of members before 
crease the capital stock of the company 

being oonsidercd by the Convention. This 
to an unlimited amount, and tOappOrtion 

report has not been printed. 
and dispose of the shares in such manner 
and upon such terms as the board of di- 

Mr. HOWARD. Well, it has passed set- rectors deem proper. It also authorizes 
ond reading in regular form. the company to issue bonds, in snch 

The PRKSIDENTPTO tern. The Chairwill 
remark that it is rather an extraordinary 

amount and payable at suah time as they 
nvay appoint ; said bonds to be secqred.bv 

report to oome from a committee ; but it one or more mortgages on, the whole or 
comes in the shape of a report, and it is any portion of the railroad estato,Yeal ant1 
notin thepowerof the Chair, as he thinks, personal, and’corporate rights and deeds, 
to rule it out from the considerationof the franchises acquired and to be aocluirrd 
Convontion. by said company. The only Lmitation is 

Mr. MANN. But, sir, it is in the power that the bonds shall not be issued in es- 
of the Chair to enforce the rule of the cess of the capital stock of the company 
Convention-that reports shall be printed at the time of such issue, upon which i+ 
before being considered. sue of the capital stock there is no limita 

The PnKsi~aruY pro tern.. Will the gen- tion whatever. The second sectlon pr+ 
tleman from Potter (Mr. Mann) point out vides that the mortgages authorized II)-. 
the rule to which he refers? the sot shall be recorded in Philadelphi:r, 

M~.MANN. The thirty-first rule. and shall be a lien on all the property of 
The PRGC~IDENT pro tern. The Chair is the company without further record. 

of opinion that it does not come under The rumor current here this evening is 
that rule. It is not an article such as that the unlimited increase in the capital 
is there contemplated ; it is more in the stock and issue of bonds is to cover con- 
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tingencies tonne-ted with the constrnc- 
tion of the Sonthenl Pacific railroad. 

Now, Mr. President, 1 do not wish to 
Inake any long speech upon this subject. 
This matter has been published at length 
in the morning papers of Philadelphia, 
and if it is right, if it is proper, that the 
f,egislature of the Commonwealth shall 
1~‘s~ laws of this descrlptjon, then this 
resolution should be defeated. If it is not 
Eight that these companies should have 
cmlimited power to increase their capital 
stock, and issue bonds insn equal amount, 
I say that this resolution should not only 
be considered but adopted by the Con- 
vention, asa provision that should go into 
our Constitution. That railroad company 
1~s already under its cxmtrol property 
amounting to one thousand milliou of 
dollars, and to give them this enormous 
power-a power that has never been con- 
ferred be&e upon any corporation in this 
world, is, Z think, going entirely too fisr. 

Mr. HANNA. Mr. President : I wish to 
say that I cannot possibly see the perti- 
nenay of this resolution. If I mistake not, 
this Convention has been called together 
for one purpose, and that issolely to revise 
and amend the Constitution of the State, 
and why we should be called upon to ex- 
press our opinion in regard to lt~gislatio~, 
I cannot understand. This proposition 
does not embrace any amendment or ar)y 
reform that we are called upon to m&e 
in the interests of the people. It simply 
c&lls upon us, as u Convention, to express 
our individual and collectlvc oyinioxi @a- 
live to legislation, and I would a& if that 
comes within our province. With due 
deference to the gentleman &om Alle- 
gheny, (Mr. Howard,) I would submit to 
him that this Convention has not been 
called for any such purpose. I uuderstand 
that it is the duty of the various commit- 
tees of *this Convention to report amend- 
ments to the Constitution, and reforms for 
the people, but I submit tfint this renolu- 
tion is not an amendment. It ia not even 
3 report from this committee. It is simply 
>l resolution which origiuated in the com- 
mittee, and no action of this Convention 
has been taken upon the subject. No re- 
solution of this kind has been referred to 
the Committee on Railroads; nud I do 
tqe upon the Convention, that it is en- 
tirely extra-judicial, and that we have 
notbin$; at all to do with the subject. We 
can m&e a provision in the Constitution 
relative to railroads, if we so desire; but 
w$y we should at this time express our 
individual opinions, relative to the pro- 

posed legislation, I mnnot nnderstand. I 
therefore move that the resolution be re- 
committed to theCommittee on Railroads. 

Mr. Marurj. Mr. President : I hope 
that the gentleman will withdraw his 
motion, in order that I may bo able to 
nlnke a correction. 

Mr. HANNA. Mr. President: I with- 
draw the motion for this purpose. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. President: I desire 
to make a correction in regard totbe stute- 
ment that was made upon this Aoor a few 
days ago by the geutleulan from Philadel- 
phia, (Mr. J. Price Wetherill,) respecting 
certain expenses incurred in the legisla- 
tion of this State. It certainly is as perti-. 
nent as the resolution which has just born 
discussed. The Convention, for a long 
time, in fact as long as we have been in 
session here, has been lecturing the Legis- 
lature upou all manner of subjects, uud 
now we bavo undertaken to tell its mem- 
born what they Jnay do in relation to a 
certain bill which is now before them. It 
seems to me that this resolution isentirely 
impertinent, and that the figures of the 
gentleman from Philadelphia, (Mr. .I. 
Price Wetherill,) in the statement he 
made concerning the legislative expenses, 
are entirely incorrect. It was stated the 
other day, as a reason for lecturing the 
Legislature, that the salaries of our Sona- 
tors, last year, amounted to- 

Mr. (:O(:ItRhN. 3ir. President : I rise to 
. a pomt of order, and it is tbnt the nlatter 

referred to by the gentleman is not perti- 
nent to the discumion of this resolution. 
The resolution whith has been under din- 
cu%Gon has nothing to do with the con,- 
peusetion of the members of the Legisla- 
ture. 

Mr. ;\fANN. It l~essonletl~ing todo with 
their action, and that is precisely whzet we 
are discussing. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President: I insist 
upon my point of order. 

The PRXSIDPBT pro tern. The Chair 
does not understaud the gentleman from 
Potter (Mr. Mann) to be out of order, for 
the simple reason the Chair is unaware of 
the drift of the gentleman’s remarks. 

Mr. MANN. I was simply correcting a 
misrepresentation that was tnade the other 
day in the Convention, relative to the sal- 
ary of members of the Legislature. 

The PRESIDENT pro lena. The Chair is 
then compelled to rule the gentleman out 
of order. The correction of any remarks 
made upon the subject can certainly have 
no bearing upon the question now before 
the Convention. 
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Mr. Mann. I presume it will be in or- 
der some time. 

Mr. HANRA. Mr. President: I now 
renew my motion to re-commit the resolu- 
tion to the Committee on Railroads. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President : If this 
question is debatable, as I understand it 
is, I hope this resolution will not be re- 
committed to the Committee on Rail- 
roads. The Committee on Railroads be- 
lieved it to be their duty to introduce 
this resolution into the Convention this 
morning, and to ask an expression of 
opinion on the part of the members rela- 
tive to the subject it contains. The action 
of that committee has been branded here 
as being impertinent, but there is a de- 
cided difference of opinion upon the sub- 
ject, and the committee believed that, in 
the introduction of this resolution, they 
were doing what was entirely pertinent 
and proper. In introducing this resolu- 
tion they have acted in the discharge of a 
duty confided to them by this Conven- 
tion, and which it seemed to them was 
proper for the consideration of the Con- 
vention. If this resolution is re-oom- 
mitted to the committee, all that was ex- 
pected to be accomplished by it is lost. 
If this resolution should fail to meet 
the concurrence of this Convention, then 
I cannot see why the Committee on Rail- 
roads should not be at once discharged, 
for I do not know what duties will remain 
for them to perform. If this Convention 
has no opinion, at least, to express with 
regard to the unlimited, unbounded and 
all-embracing action of the corporations 
of this State, which is pending and threat- 
ened at this time, then all the mischief 
which we propose to remedy, or expect to 
remedy, ia accomplished, and the arm of 
this Convention and its power are para- 
lyzed, and if it has nothing more to do 
upon that question, there is little use in 
considering the subject any further. Now, 
Mr. President, we found when we as- 
sembled this morning to discuss the busi- 
ness entrusted ,to us that there was a 
proposition pending, aud likely to be- 
come a law, which would vest one of the 
corporations of this State with unlimited 
power to increase its capital stock and 
issue its bonds and securities. What 
could the committee do but consider that 

take upon this subject 9 Are we to have 
no opportunity at all of giving an expres- 
sion of our opinion upon these subjects, 
and to remain content to be cut off by 
force of legislation which is to exclude us 
from all power and control over subjects 
of this kind4 We hoped that the ex- 
pression of the sentiment of this Conven- 
tion would have the eff’ect of protecting 
the community from the passage of such 
enactments, at least until the matter had 
received a more mature and complete 
consideration. We hoped that it woular 
have the effect of withholding the hanu 
of any other power of the Commonwealth 
until at least the Convention would have 
an opportunitv to determine what was 
righ:. and what was wrong upon this sub- 
ject. Now, sir, we shall have no opgor- 
tunity to determine any question of this 
character. We shall find ourselves en- 
tirely cut otf from any control of this sub- 
ject ; and, if this be the case, then this Con- 
vention, on all questions of this kind, is 
well nigh helpless and can do nothing, 
even if we think anything is necessary 
to be done for the protection of the people 
and the public interests of the State in 
this particular. 

Mr. ELLIS. Will the gentleman per- 
mit me to ask him a question f 

Mr. COCHRAN. Certainly, but I do not 
know whether I shall be able to answer it. 

Mr. ELLIS. I desire to ask the gentlo- 
man if the passage of this resolution will 
produce a good etIefect on the Legislature, 
and, in fact, whether it will determine 
anything at all 7 

Mr. COCH-KAN. I have stated that we, 
of course, cannot control the action of any 
department of this State ; but I think tho 
passage of a resolution of this kind, by n 
Convention such as this, would have a mo- 
ral influence, which might stop these pro- 
ceedings until the matured and tlnal ac- 
tion of this body could be obtained. This 
is the view with which the resolution has 
been offered. It is oEered as an ,expres- 
sion of the sentiment of this Convention, 
here assembled for the purpose of consid- 
ering this, among other subjects, and with 
the view of bringing the moral force of 
an expression of the opinion of this Con- 
vention to bear upon the subject. 

Xow, sir, I hope that the resolution will 
proposition in connection with the work not be re-committed, but that the Conven- 
which we had before us? What could we tion will express its opinion in the terms 
do but ask of the Convention an expres- 
wion of its opinion with regnrd to a mea- 

of this resolution, and in this way do all 
that lies in our power to protect the peo- 

sure of that sort? *4re we to be entirely pie from the effects of the legislation, 
lbrestalled in all the action we propose to which is now pending, and which may be, 
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and will probably be, consummated with- and my body to prevent the passage of 
in a very brief time, unless we make the such a law as has been read here this 
expression which is asked for in thisreso- morning. Rut although I would do that, 
lntion. I think it would bean act of impcrtinencc 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President : I mere- in us, sitting as we do in this Convention, 
ly wish to say a few words. I hope this to interfere with their action, be it what 
resolution will not be re-committed to tho it may. As individual citizens of this 
C’ommittee on Railroads, of which I am a Commonwealth, we have a rJgJlt to bc 
member. That committee had a very heard by petition and remonstrance. Let 
full meeting this morning, and we in- us act in that way as a part and parcel of 
structed our chairman to report this to the sovereign people of Pennsylvania,but 
the Convention in the shape of a resolu- let usnot attempt,asa Constitutional Con- 
tion, so that the Convention could express vcntion,tointerfere with the action of the 
an opinion upon the subject, and, if possi- Legislature. In the capacity in which we 
ble, draw the attention of the people to sit here, we hav’e no right to attempt such 
the character of the bill that is now before interference. It is an act-1 humbly con- 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania. If that ceive, with all due deference to the Com- 
bill is passed a great many of the reforms mittee on Railroads--it is anact of imper- 
that the people of Pennsylvania cspect tinence. We are growing out of our boots. 
from t,he action of this Convention cannot It seems to mc that we should not commit 
I,e accomplished, and I therefore hope this interference in this way as a Converr- 
that thisaction tore-commit the resolution tion, but should reserve our right tospeak 
to a committee that has already consider- as a portion of the poople,which is the bet- 
cd it fully and brought it in here, I may ter way for us to pursue. 
sag almost unanimously, will not now be Mr. MrNon. Nr. President: It seems 
taken, and that the Convention will either to me that this motion to re-commit this 
vote the resolution down or vote for it. resolution to the Committee on Railroads 

Mr. HAY. Mr. President : I shall vote ought to prevail, for this reason if for no 
for the re-committal of this resolution for other : This resolution is the thst of the 
this reason, and for this reason only : That kind that has been introduced, and it is 
I believe it to be more pertinent for this for us now to establish a precedent for our 
I)otly to express its opinions upon pend- future action, not only upon this, but all 
ing legislatJon, except in the shape of the other topics. Sre we willing to es- 
adoption of coustitutional amendments, tablish in precedem in this Convcn- 
t Iran it would be for any court in the Com- tion, that any committee, instead of 
:nnnwealth to express itsopinion while in reporting anything otlicially for ofliciai 

session. action, to become a parl of the Constitn- 

lfr. &f’hLLIRTER. Mr. President: I tion itself, may report a resolution wherc- 

should not have troubled the Convention by they ask simply for the unofficial 

at this tnne, if it had not been said by the opinion of the metnbers of the Conven- 

gentleman from Philadelphia (Mr. Camp- tion ? That is the point 1 would raise, no 
bell) that the Committee on Railroads matter what the merits of this resolution 

were undnimous- are. It xnay be that we are all in favor of 
Mr. CA4~w~~:~r,. Mr. President : I beg the sentiment expressed ; it may be that 

the gentleman’s pardon ; I said almost we are not. Rut the question is, are we 

unanimously. I believe the gentleman ready to place ourselves in a position 

was the onlv one present who did not 
agree with his colleaguesas to this resolu- 

whereby, hereafter, we shall be compelled 
to occupy our time in discussing matters 

tion. which cannot possibly enter into the Con- 
Mr. M’,~I~LISTER. Mr. President : I de- stitution in the form in which they are 

sire only to say a word or two upon this thus expressed? I may agrect--I do agree 
subject. It seems to me that the Legisla- to considerable extent-in the sentiment 
ture, coming from lhe same source from of tile resolution, but I am opposed to its 
which we come, each the representa- coming out of the Convention in this 
tives of the people, that it would not be form. It is extra-judicial. We are to bc 
pertinent for this Convention, called for a addressed as a court is to be addressed, 
special purpose, to establish organic law, and no judge, sitting upon the bench with 
to interfere with the action ot that body, his associates, comes into court with an 
which was called to make laws. I am op opinion upon a case unless it is actually 
posed to, and if 1 were in tho Legislature pending before them for decision. So it 
I would exert every power. of my mind seems to me that wo should send this 
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hack to the oommittee where it belongs, 
to bo incorporated by them, if they see 
fit to incorporate it, in official form, to be 
printed, discussed and acted upon as 
other regular reports in official form are 
treated. 

Mr. GOWEN. Mr. President: L desire 
to say’s few words upon this subject. I 
apprehend that this body is called into 
thishall for a certain purpose, namely : To 
amend the Constitution of the Comnion- 
wealth of Pennsylvania., and that until it 
has amended that Constitution and pre- 
.sente& for the adoption of tha people a 
new one, the present laws govern and are 
in force, It was well considered by those 
who drew up the rules governing this 
(!onvention that the deliberations of this 
lrody should partake somewhat of the 
solemn character df the duty that it was 
called upon to perform. It was provided 
that every resolution should be referred, 
without debate, to the proper committee 
having charge of the appropriate subject. 
It was then provided that every article 
suggested by any committee should re- 
ceive three several readings before itsadop 
tion, and that the first of them should be 
in committee of the whole. The whole 
object and scope of these rules were, that 
the practice, the alarming practice, which 
prevails and has prevailed, to a great ex- 
tent, among the Legislaturas of American 
Commonwealths, Nat is the prectioe of 
snaking through a bill, should not be re- 
sorted to in this bilL 

I desire to say, Mr. President, that while 
I should vote gladly and ,cheerfully for 
an amendtnent to the Constitution which 
vovers the ground taken by this resolu- 
tion, and believe that it should be adopted, 
I will vote at all times against doing auy- 
thing in this Convention that assumes 
that we are the censors of the morals of 
the people. The Legislature of a free 
I’ommonwealt,h, necessarily, is the su- 
preme power of the State and must be so, 
and I, for one, am not in favor of injuring 
the crutumftclmen that the resolution will 
be, and giving to the Legislature the op- 
portunity to reply to us, I‘ gentlemen, at- 
tend to your own business, we are amply 
capable of attending to ours.” Let us 
suppose, for one moment, that upon mere 
newspaper report the members of this 
Convention were informedthat a judge of 
one of the courts of this city proposed to 
deliver a decision upon a judicial ques- 
ti,on in a certain way. Would it be ap 
propriate, would it be proper for this Con- 
venkion to pass a resolution intended to 

instruct that judge upon hi duty 9 Snp- 
pose we were told that the Governor of 
this Commonwealth, in the performsnoe of 
some of his Executive functions, proposed 
to make a certain appointment tootice, 
would it be proper, would it be right for 
the members of this Convention, acting 
as 8 Convention, to pass a resolution in- 
tended to take the Executive functions 
out of the hands of the Governor ? I care 
nothing whatever, sir; I care nothmg 
whatever, for the fit& that the secrets of 
the comtnittee have been exposed, here, 
by one of its members. It is unheard of 
in parliamentary usages. I care nothing 
whatever for the fact that the Railroad 
Committee, through one of its members, 
who in the shakings and turmoils of this 
Convention comes very frequently to the 
surface, told us that they have acted upon 
this question. Having been very care- 
fully excluded from any committee of 
any importance, I do not propose to re- 
linquish my right to the onehundredand 
thirty-third part of the deliberations of 
this Convention. I shall vote for an. 
amendment, such as this, if it is present- 
ed as an article to be part of the Constitu- 
tion, but I shall vote for no hurried resolu- 
tion which is intended to have the effect 
of an article without the moral courageof 
saying so, and which ia attempted to be 
forced through the Convention. 

Mr. CAMPSELL Mr. President: I rise 
to a point of order. I believe it is con- 
trary to the rules of thisbody that a mem- 
ber should make a personal reflection. 
The gentleman has just now announoed 
to the House that he has been carefully 
excluded from any of the important com- 
mittees. I deem that to be a reflection 
upon the President of this Convention. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair does not so 
understand it. 

Mr. Gow 
9 

Mr. President: I have 
no doubt tha the President of thus COII- 
vention will be delighted at the care which 
the gentleman from Philadelphia has 
taken of him ; but I can assure the gen- 
tlemau that the President is able to take 
care of himself. 

Whether my friend from Philadelphia 
(Mr. Campbell) will regard these remarks 
as he did those 1 made the other day, as 
puerile and nippant, I know not. But 
what I mean to say is this, that I have the 
right to the one hundred and thirty-third 
part of the power of this Convention, and 
I do not propose to surrender it because a 
gentleman oonnected with any of the 
committees rises in his plaoe and tells us 
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that that committee has already acted on 
the subject. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Mr. President: It occurs 
to me this morning 1 hat we occupy rather 
a novel position in this Convention. The 
resolution before the Convention comes, I 
believe, in the shape of a report from a 
standing committee of this House, and it 
proposes, according to the interpretation 
put upon it by a member or two, perhaps, 
of that committee, what the sense of this 
Conveution shall be upon certain ques- 
tions of legndation. Now, sir, as has 
been already ebserved, I think this a 
novel proceeding. If the Committee on 
Railroads will present to this body an 
atnendment to the Constitution embody- 
ing the views indicated by the resolution 
now before us, I shall with great cheer- 
fulness vote for it. But the mere expres- 
sion of opinion on the part of members of 
this Convention certainly would have no 
legal force upon the action of the Legis- 
ture, and I am not prepared to say that it 
would have very much moral force. I 
have a suggestion to make to the gentle- 
men who offered and advocate this reso- 
lution, and that is this : When this Con- 
vention shall have adjourned to-day, if a 
public meeting of the citizens of Pennsyl- 
vania be called in a public square, or here, 
or elsewhere, togive an expression of their 
views upon the question suggested, I will, 
with great pleasure, attend that meeting, 
and give my humble vote in favor of such 
measures as1 may deem proper. But, sir, 
so long as I occupy a seat upon this floor, 
as a member of this Convention, I shall 
never vote in favor of any such proposition 
as thjs, for these reasons: First, that it 
would have no binding force upon the 
Legislatnre ; and, second, because I do not 
believe it would have much moral force 
upon the action of the Legislature. 

I am opposed to the propo$tion imme- 
diately before the Convention, that this 
resolution shall be re-committed to the 
Committee on Railroads. I shall vote 
against that proposition. I do not like to 
use any unkind terms, but it strikesme as 
a cowardly proposition. The Committee 
on Railroads, as we have been told, has had 
this matter under consideration for days, 
and has arrived, with some equanimity, 
at the conclusion embodied in that reso- 
lution. Now,sir, what is to be gained by 
their further considering the resolution? 
Why not, like men, meet the question in 
the face fairly, and vote down the propo- 
sition to re-commit, and vote e!ther for or 
against the resolution, as our judgment 

may dictate, when the question comes be- 
fore us. 

These are my views, very briefly es- 
pressed, and 1 trust that the motion now 
before the Convention, to re-corn mit, will 
be voted down. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Mr. President : Ioffer 
an amendment. 

The CLERK read the amendment, as 
follows : 

“That the Committee on Railroads be 
instructed to report an article foradoption, 
which shall prevent the Legislature here- 
after from authorisiug any railroad com- 
pany from increasing its stock, except 
under proper limitations, to be therein 
designated.” 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Mr. President : I offer 
that amendment, that we may not be 
placed in a false position here upon this 
great question ; because I agree with my 
friend from York, (Mr. Cochran,) that lt 
is of the utmost importance that the peo- 
ple at least shall be heard upon this ques- 
tion. I agree entirely with my col- 
league who has just taken his seat, that 
this is an interference, on the part of this 
Convention, with another body, coming 
from the people as directly as we have 
come, upon a question which they are now 
considering, and with which we ought 
not to interfere. 

I say it is a great ql)estion, and it has 
engaged the minds of some of the ablest 
men in the State for the last two months, 
and, probably, for years. How shall w-e 
limit these great corporations? How shall 
we curtail the power with which they as- 
sume to control the people and toincrease 
their stock as they please? At the proper 
time I shall be prepared, probably, to es- 
press some views upon that subject, but 
for the present I think it uuwise-ex- 
tremely unwise, extremely improper-foi 
us to dictate to the Legislature in refer- 
ence to a bill which they are probably this 
day considering. Hence I have offered 
this amendment to instruct the commit- 
tee-which will be equivalent to what wo 
might do if we instructed the Legislature 
-to report an article upon this subject. 
It will be an expression of our opinion, if 
we carry it here by a strong vote, just :ui 
fully to the Legislature as if we were ex- 
pressing our opinion aside, for it will paas 
into the press and the members of the 
Legislature will see it. It will be legiti- 
mate for us to instruct, this comtnittoe, 
and it will be an expression from this 
Convention. I have offered it, sir, for the 
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purpose of relieving us from this unplea- 
saut position. 

The PRESIDENT pro tent. The question 
is upon rscommitting the resolution to 
the Committee on Suffrage, with instruo 
tions. 

Mr. HANNA. I accept the amendment. 
M~.BIDDLE. 1 would suggest to the 

gentleman from Washington (Mr. Law- 
rence) that he insert the words “before 
adoption or consideration.” While I feel 
the force of what he says, and will proba- 
bly go in that direct.ion, I do not wish in 
advance, in a debate like this, to pledge 
myself to do so. While favorably dis- 
posed toward it, I wish to reserve to my- 
self the right of hearing all that can be 
properly said for or against it. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I accept the modifi- 
cation of the gentleman from Philadel- 
phia (Mr. Biddle.) 

Mr. HOPK~S. Mr. President: I de- 
sire simply to state that it is due to myself 
that I should modify somewhat the re- 
marks I made when I was last upon the 
floor. I said I would not vote for the res- 
olution to re-commit, nor would I have 
done so had the resolution remained in 
the shape in which it was ; but with the 
moditlcation of my colleague, (Mr. Law- 
rence,) I will now vote for it. 

The PRESIDENT,~TO fem. The resolu- 
tion as modified will be read. 

The CI,ERK read as follows: 
To recommit the original resolution, 

with instructions, as follows : 
‘6 ,4nd that the Committee on Railroads 

be instructed to report an article for our 
consideration or adoption, which shall 
prevent the Legislature hereafter from 
authorizing any railroad company from 
increasing its stock, except under proper 
limitations.” 

The yeas and nays were required by 
Mr. Howard and Mr. Corbett, and were 
as follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Achenbach, Addicks, hiney, 
dlricks, Baer, Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Ba- 
ker, Bannan, Barclay, Bard&y, Bar- 
tholomew, Biddle, Black, Charles A., 
Bowman, Boyd, Broomall, Browu, Buaka- 
lew, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Cassidy, 
Clark, Collins, Corbett, Craig, Cronmiller, 
Curry, Dallas, Davis, De France, Dun- 
ning, Edwards, Elliott, Ellis, Finney, 
Fulton. Funck. Gibson, Gilnin, Gowen, 
Guthrik, Hall, Hanna, Harvey, Hay, Hai 
zard, Neverin, Hopkins, Horton, Howard, 
Hun&&+x, Knight, Lawrence, Lear, Lil- 

ly, Long, M’Allister, M’Clean, MacCon- 
nell, M’Murray, Mann, Mantor, Metzger, 
Minor, Mott, Niles, Palmer, G. W., Pal- 
mer, H, W., Parsons, Patterson, D. W., 
Patton, Porter, Purvinnce, Samuel A., 
Reed, John R., Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, 
James L., Reynolds, S. H., Ross, Runk, 
Russell, Smith, H. G., Smith, Henry W., 
Smith, W. H., Stanton, Stewart, Temple, 
Turrell, Van Reed, Walker, Wetherill, J. 
AM., Wetherill, Jno. Price, Wherry, White, 
David N., White, J. W. F., Woodward 
and Wright-%. 

NAYS. 

Messrs. Baily, (Perry,) Beebe, Cochran, 
Curtin, M’Culloch, Patterson, T. H. B., 
Sharpe and Simpson--P. 

So the motion was agreed tu. 
ABSENT OR NOT VOTING-Messrs. An- 

drews, Armstrong, Black, J. S., Brod- 
head, Church, Corson, Cuyler, Dar- 
lington, Dimmick, Dodd, Ewing, Fell, 
Hemphill, Kaine, Lamberton, Landis, 
Littleton, M’Camant, MacVeagh. Newlin, 
Pughe, Purman, Purviance, John N., 
Rooke, Struthers, White, Harry, Worrell 
and Meredith, Preside&-27. 

Mr. DALLAS. Mr. Chairman : I desire to 
ask whether, in the absence of the chair- 
man of the Printing Committee,any mem- 
ber of the committee now present is ina po- 
sition to respond to the resolution offered 
by me yesterday, and adopted, on the sub- 
ject of hastening,the printing of the De- 
bates? I would call upon the gentleman 
from York (Mr. Cochran) to say whether 
there has been any meeting, or other ac- 
tion, of the committee on the subject. 

Mr. COCHRAH. Mr. Chairman : I would 
beg leave to wy, in reply to the gentle- 
man’s (Mr. Dallas’) inquiry, that I be- 
lieve I am one of the last persons named 
on the committee’s list, and have no more 
to do with its business than any other 
member of it. The committee has had 
no meeting, in consequence, I presume, of 
the absence of its chairman. All the infor- 
mation that I have on the subject, I would 
say (if it is in order to say anything) is 
that the printer is here himself to-day, 
and says he is printing the Debates as er- 
peditiously as possible. The resolution au 
to the form of printing the Debates was 
not, he says, adopted until the tifteenth of 
January, and he has not been able to 
bring the Debates up to time yet. He has 
brought the Journal up to date, however. 

SUFFRAGE 
The PRESIDENT pro tern.. The next 

bminem in order is the consideration, in 

\ 
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cnmmittee of the whole, of the article 
reported by the Committee on Suffrage, 
Election and Representation. 

The Convention then, as in committee 
of the whole, Mr. Lawrence in the chair, 
proceeded to the further consideration of 
the article reported by the Committee on 
Suffrage, Election and Representation. 

Mr. D. N. WHITE. Mr. Chairman : Be- 
fore this debate closes I have a very few 
words to say to give the reasous why I 
shall vote for the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Delaware. 

1 think this is the wrong place for this 
debate. The strikiug out of the word 
*‘male” does not, of itself alone, give to 
woman the right to vote. If there had 
come before us, as I expected, a distinct 
proposition to be submitted to a sepnmte 
vote of the people, expres’sing, in an- 
clnubted terms, the grant of the right of 
sufirage to woman, then this debate 
would have been proper, and I should 
have giver1 such a proposition my cordial 
support. 

Rut the amendment under considera- 
t.ion, and the amendment to the amend- 
ment,, affect the questiou of woman suf- 
frage only in a very indirect manner. 

The reason why I shall support the 
amendment to strike out the word “ male ” 
is to make the Constitution of our State 
conform to that of the United States, 
which we took an oath to support, and 
which is the supreme iam of the land. 

The fourteenth amendment of tho Con- 
stitution of tho United States says: 

“All persons born or naturalized in the 
l.rrited States, and subject to the jurisdic- 
tion thereof, are citizens of the United 
States, aud of the State wherein they re- 
side. No State shall make or enforce any 
law which shall abridge the privileges or 
immunities of citizens of the IJnited 
States.” 

The fifteenth article of the Constitution 
of the United States reads as follows : 

s;Thu right of citizens of the Uuited 
States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States, or by any 
State, on account of race, color or previous 
condition of servitude.” 

Rv striking out the word “male ” in the 
section before us, it will read : “Every cit- 
izen of the United States ;” thus bringing 
it into conformity to the Constitution of 
the United States. The word LLnlale” 
adds nothing to its force or meaning. If 
the phraseology used in the fourteenth 
and fifteenth amendments, ‘* citizens of 
the United States,” whose right to vote 

shall not be denied or abridged, means 
women, then the word I‘ male ” will have 
no more effect than the word “white” 
does in the Constitution now, where if 
stands meaningless and dead. If women 
are not indaded in the word “ oitizcns,” 
as used in that Constitution, then the use 
of the same term will not include them in 
this section. I cannot therefore see any 
necessity in the use of the word “ male,” 
as it adds nothing to the force,or meaning 
of the article, and is objectionable in other 
respects. 

If the Constitution of the United States 
does not confer on women the right of suf-- 
fragc, then there is no usein the term 
6‘ male.” If it does confer suffruge upon 
them, as the Supreme Court may docide- 
upon the case lately referred to it, then 
the use of the word ‘1 male ” iu this SC+ 
tion would make our Constitution ridicu- 
lou3. 

We arc perfectly safe in following the 
phraseology of the Constitution of the 
United States, for we are compelled to 
abide by its meaning, as interpreted by 
the highest authority, whether we are in 
favor of women suffrage or not. 

It is clenrly in our power to give the 
right of suffrage to women, if we choose 
to do so, but we must do it by some 
phraseology more specile than that of 
this section, with the word “male” ex- 
punged. 

I am therefore in favor of striking out 
the word “ male “-not with any reference 
to tho question of women suffrage, but to 
make the section harmonize with the 
Constitution of the United States; aud for 
the same reasons I am opposed to the 
amendment to the amendment, offered by 
the gentleman from Indiana. 

If the question of womeu suft‘rage shall 
colne up as a distinct proposition, I mpy 
ask the Convention to indulge me in some 
remarks on that question, but it is clearly 
out of place here. 

Mr. TEJIPLE. Mr. Chairman: I have 
no apology to offer for occupying the at- 
tentiou of Convention in the discussion of 
this subject, for I shall not engage its time 
for more than twenty minutes. 

I will state, in the first place, that I wa3 
somewhat surprised this morning when, 
upon the calling of the yeasand nays upon 
the question,whether or not further debate 
on this question should be dispensed with, 
certain pcntlemen, who, in committee of 
the whole, consumed over an hour of our 
time in this discussion, should show them- 
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selves desirous of voting it out of tho 
Convention altogether. But there seems 
to be that merit in the question that com- 
mends it, after all, to the consideration of 
this body ; and I desire to state, most em- 
phatically, that I am in favor of the 
ameindment of the gentleman from Dela- 
ware (Mr. Broomall.) I am not in favor 
of the amendment of the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. White) for the reasons sub- 
stantially as stated by the gentleman 
from Schuylkill (Mr. Bartholomew.) I 
consider that the question of female suf- 
frage is one of great importance. I do not 
consider that this Convention should treat, 
as some persons would have it treated, 
without any consideration at all. Neither 
am I in favor of sandwiching it in be- 
tween other propositions. If the question 
of cumulative voting has merit in it, it 
certainly should be allowed to stand upon 
its own bottom, and, like female suffrage, 
receive the separate consideration of the 
members of this committee. 

The only reason that has besn stated- 
and I believe I am correct in saying this 
-the only reason that has been urged 
against allowing female suffrage, is that it 
would destroy the home circle, that it 
would degrade women; and for that 
reason we should not adopt any amend- 
ment to the Constitution which would 
permit female suffrage. The distinguished 
delegate from Philadelphia, (Mr. Gowen,) 
for whose opinions I have the greatest 
respect-and I believe he is correctly re- 
ported in the papers of yesterday-used 
the language which I shall presently 
read, and, after using that language, un- 
dertook, by means of that ingenious kind 
which are characteristic of him alone, to 
argue against the proposition of female 
suffrage, notwithstanding that he con- 
cedes to it the greatest merit. “He was 
not one of those,” he said-and I quote 
from the newspaper report of his remarks 
-“ who would deny to woman the right 
to claim the attributes of man, but no 
matter what were her reasoningfaculties, 
the instincts of women were always right. 
He believed that if the women of Phila- 
delphia had the right to vote, such dis- 
graces as those under which we had 
lived, in our elections, would cease for- 
over. But at what sacrifice ! And while 
the exercise of the suffrage by women 
might elevate man, while it might rc- 
move the asperities of political hfe, while 
it might purify many of the *inks of cor- 
ruption in this city that now send forth 
their stench, it would be accompanied by 

an evil ten times greater than any of 
those of which we now complain.” 

Now, sir, the only reason he stated was 
that it would destroy the peace and corn- 
fort and pleasures of the home circle. He 
then gravely asks whether, owing to this 
one consideration, we should not do great 
wrong in not opposing the adoption of 
this amendment, striking out the word 
male from the section, as reported by the 
Committee on Sutfrage. 

I take it, sir, that anythingwhich tends, 
even in the least degree, to the elevation 
of the female sex, or to the greater iutel- 
lectual development of women, tends, in 
a corresponding degree, to render them 
more independent, and to make them 
more’ useful, both to themselves and the 
community. 

1 do not believe that any gentleman 
upon this floor will undertake to say that ~ 
if a woman had a higher degree of culture, 
thus rendering her more useful as well in 
her home relations as in her relations to 
the community at large, she becomes any 
the less liable to make a good daughter, 
a good wife or a good, mother. 

It was urged by the gentleman from 
Schuylkill (Mr. Bartholomew) in dis- 
cussing the proposed amendments, that 
the right of suffrage was a natural right ; 
that from all time woman had been de- 
barred from the exercise of this privilege ; 
and he cited, asan instance, that men were 
prevented froni voting during their mi- 
nority, but when they arrived at the age 
of twenty-one they emerged from the po- 
sition in which they originated, and wont 
out in the community as other men and 
became the heads of families. He there- 
fore cited this as a reason why natural 
causes have always been against the adop- 
tion of thisamendment. Why, Mr. Chair- 
man, the only reason which has precluded 
minJrs from voting heretofore, anywhere 
in this Commonwealth or in any other 
Commonwealth of this country, is’only 
temporary. This only exists until minors 
arrive at the age of twenty-one, and then 
they arc relieved from their disability, 
and relieved of it because they arc consid- 
ered at that age free from all the respon- 
sibilities of life which are necessary to 
manhood. This principle of female suf- 
Trage, I take it, is not a new idea. I do 
not think, however, that it is necessary to 
go so far in an argument upon the subject 
as the gentleman (Mr. Horton) who sits 
immediately tomy right went yesterday, 
although I agree with him in all that he 
said upon that occasion. I say that it is 
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unnecessary to go back so far intoanti- 
quity to find the very highest authorit) 
that this very question has been mooted 
and argued by some of the greatest people 
in this or any other country. I beg leave 
to call the attention of the Convention for 
a few moments by reading a few extracts, 
very brief, from the works of Jeremy Ben- 
tham. I consider that there can bc no 
better authority than the works of this 
eminent author. In the discussion of this 
question of universal sutfrage he does not 
state that it is the right of man to prevent 
woman from voting, but he di-ousses it in 
the light that their sex will be ennobled, 
and that they will be rendered more in- 
telligent themselves in the performance 
of every duty. In the discussion of ‘this 
subject he says: “No reason can he as- 
signed why a person of theone sex should, 
as such, have less happiness than a person 
of the other sex. 

‘1 h’or therefore, whatsoever be the exter- 
nal means of happiness, why a female 
should have a less portion of those same 
Ineans. 

“ If, in this respect, there were a ditler- 
ence, the principle of equality would re- 
quire that it should be rather in favor of 
the female than of the male sex.” 

And he goes on further to state, Lhat in 
England women have not only had the 
right of sutfrage, but that they have been 
allowed higher privileges, growing out of 
this very right. In reference to this he 
says that “ England also gives the e-yam- 
ple of a case in which, in the choiae of a 
sub-legislature of twenty-four menlbers, 
governing, with absolute sway in subordi- 
nation to the supreme legislature, sixty 
lnillions of subjects in British India, fe- 
males have an equal share with males. 
Thus while gnats are strained at camels 
are swallowed.” 

Now this somewhat distinguished au- 
thority goes on to argue, al great length, 
that no reason has ever been assigned up 
to the time he wrote the language why 
females should be debarred from this 
privilege. I deny that it is a nnturbl 
right. I take it that it is not a right at 
all, but simply a privilege conferred upon 
the sex, and if you please to debar the 
other sex from exercising it, it is a mero 
political privilege, and should only be 
granted to that class of people who will 
seoure the greatest amount of good to the 
greatest number of people. Kow how has 
it been in England and in other countries? 
Has there ever been a country that was 
more prosperous than England during the 

reign of Queen Elizabeth ? Why, sir, this 
same distinguished author in his eminent 
work goes still farther,and furnishes com- 
plete confirmation of what I have already 
said. He says: 1‘ In intellectual aptitude 
Elizabeth of England showed herself in 
an incontestable degree superior to her 
immediate successor, and even to the 
nearest of her male and adult predeces- 
sors. l-f Anne was weak, she was not more 
so than her two immediate succes 
sors-both males. If Mary put men 
to death ft)r what was called religion, so 
did her father, aud so did her next male 
successor. If Queen Mary put people to 
death for what was called religion, so did 
Lord Chief Justice Hale, the hero of 
English lawyers, for what was called 
witchcraft. 

“In no two male reigns was England 
as prosperous as in the two female reigns 
of Elizabeth and ,Qnne. -4s to Anne, 
whatever was the cause, it was more pros- 
perous than that of her immediate male 
predecessor-a man as unamiable as she 
was amiahlc. 

“Thus has England been governed by 
female monarch, four ; Russia, four ; Aus- 
tria, one ; Sweden, one; Portugal, one ; 
France, though not once by a female mon- 
arch, whose reign continued durin g life, 
has been governed by several female 
monarchs, whose reigns, under the name 
of regencies, have lasted for a long course 
of years.” 

Thus we find the result of this experi- 
ence and the reasons given by this author 
why this privilege should be allowed to 
females, and I argue here that the oppo- 
nents of this measure have conceded that 
females arc entitled to it so far as they arc 
concerned themselves. They admit that 
they are perfectly competent to receive 
and exercise this privilege. They admit, 
or at least, the gentleman from Philadel- 
phia (Mr. Gowen) admits, that menwould 
be greatly benefited if the right of suf- 
frage was conferred npon.womeu. They 
admit, if you please, Mr. Chairman, that 
Our polities to-day would be greatly im- 
proved if this right was conferred upon 
them, yet they argue this question in au 
ingenuous mannet, and say although 
woman is entitled to the right of suffrage, 
and that she is competent to exercise it; 
although it would bc pleasing and beno- 
ficial to man; although it would purif.v 
our party politics, yet they say it would 
disturb our’ home circles and render 
woman less a wife, or less a daughter, if 
this privilege was bestowed npon her. 
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Xow I deny that proposition in toto, and I 
ask the gentleman who advanced that ar- 
gument whether he believes that his 
mother, or any intelligent and indepen- 
dent woman, and I use the word indepen- 
dent in its ordinary acceptation, whether, 
I say, if she was fully conversant with 
the ordinary relationsof life both indoors 
and out of doors, and acquaintedwith our 
form of government, if the exercise of 
this right of franchise would render her any 
less a mother, any less a wife, or any lens 
a daughter. Why, sir, such an argument 
as that is an insult to the intelligence and 
patriotism of every woman in this land. 
I feel it would be an insult to myself to 
say that because the ladies surrounding 
my household might be educated, and re- 
fined, and as competent to discuss the 
political questions of the day as I am, by 
exercising the right of franchise they 
would therefore destroy the pleasures of 
the home circle and degrade themselves 
11s women. I say that it is an insult to 
woman to cast any such aspersions upon 
her character. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, there is another 
branch of this subject which I think is 
important, and ought to be carefully con- 
Ridered, and that is the argument which 
was urged upon this door yesterday, that 
women did not want the right of suffrage 
conferred upon them, and that certain 
gentlemen in this Convention were under- 
taking to thrust it upon them without 
their consent or approval. Now, sir, I 
take it, if this is a right, that it is the duty 
of this Convention to protect the women 
who desire to exercise the right of suf- 
frage, even if there are those among them 
who do not want it. The time may come 
when tlte very women who are to-day not 
over anxious for this blessing or privilege, 
will desire it when they perceive its ne- 
c*ssity. Revolutions move slowlp, but 
they move surely, and just as sure, in my 
opinion, the time will come when the fe- 
males of this and eve@ other Common- 
wealth in this country will be allowed the 
privilege of voting. It has been also ar- 
gued during the discussion of this ques- 
tion, I believe by the gentleman from Al- 
legheny, that women would be exposed 
to certain necess?ry criticisms if she were 
nllowed the right of suffrage, and that 
there are certain duties devolving upor~ 
her by reason of her sex, which, if ne- 
glected, would render her liable to an un- 
just animadversion. It has also been nr- 
goed that, physically speaking, she is 
rendered incompetent to exercise this 

privilege, and that, allhough she may be 
the mental equal or superior to man, she 
is not so physically. I would ask those 
gentlemen who have advanced these nr- 
guments if they have forgotten that wo- 
men have, in all time, exercised a moral 
influence over the ballot-box which has 
been more beneficial to the politics and 
the welfare of the country than the full 
exercise of that right by our male popula- 
tion. The opponents of this measure for- 
got that women have been employed in 
all the branches of industry, and they 
forget that women have filled these posi- 
tions with dignity, honor and profit.- 
They forget that the women of this coun- 
try, whom they have undertaken to de- 
nounce as asking for a right that they do 
not me 

T 
it, in all time, and down to this 

very moment, filled some of the most im- 
portant positions in our political and in 
our social world. Why, what would have 
been the ca*e in the election of the board 
of school directors if it was thought 
proper to bring this matter down to the 
true relations of everyday life 4 We often 
see it the case, that ladies who are em- 
ployed in schools for the purpose of edu- 
cating the young, are brought in contact 
with a class of men in some portions of 
our large cities, who are unworthy the 
association of the very persons whom 
they control. These ladies, whose chil- 
dren are to be educated at these’ public 
schools, have no voice whatever in the 
selection of those who are to control and 
govern them. 

R’ow, Mr. Chairman, there is also an- 
other reason that has been urged here why 
this right should not be conferred upon 
woman. I desire to allude to it for a 
moment and then I am done. The gen- 
tleman from Allegheny, (Mr. D. N. 
White,) who last addressed the Conven- 
tion, stated that, if female suffrage was 
adopted in this State, it would be of no 
practia~l benefit, inasmuch as it is not 
recognized in the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States. I deny that proposition. But, 
even if were so, it certainly could have 
no weight in deciding why prompt and 
speedy action should not be taken upon 
this question. 1 take it that the Consti- 
tution of the United States could not in- 
terfere with the right of suflrage con- 
ferred upon any person in Pennsylvania, 
exc?ept so far as it relabes to officers to be 
elected to fill positions under the United 
States government. I deny, however, 
the right. And if because the United 
States government do not think proper, 
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by an appropriate statute, to authorize 
t,hs adoption of such a proposition as this, 
is it any reason why we should shriuk 
from the responsibility of granting this 
privilege to a class of people who are, con- 
fe.ssedly, by all who have taken part in 
this debate, entit,led to receive it, by rea- 
son of their independeuce, by reason of 
their intelligence and their real worth? 
1 submit, is there any reason why any 

, gentleman of this Convention, who con- 
fesses their right to this privilege, and 
tboir competency to fill that high position, 
why this Convention should shrink from 
this great responsibility, because the Uni- 
t,ed States government has not seen proper 
to adopt a similar proposition? Mr. Chair- 
man, I have nothing more to add to these 
remarks, and, havingp romissd to be brief, 
1 therefore give way for others who may 
be desirous of addressing the Convention. 

Mr. MnTzrtnn. Mr. Chairman : I donot 
desire to occupy the time of the commit- 
tee any longer than I deem necessary to 
the discharge of my duty as a member 01 
this Convention, for the question has been 
fully discussed; but as I have not OCCLI- 
pied the attention of the committee here- 
tofore, I feel justified in giving an espres- 
sion to my views. I cannot agree to accept 
the amendment of the gentleman from 
Delaware, (Mr. llroomall,) because I have 
not yet heard a single couvincing argu- 
ment made upon this floor by the advo- 
cxtes of thisinnovation inour institutions, 
and because I have not yet heard from 
the parties advocating this innovation in 
our Constitution a sufficient reason for mc 
to change from the position which we have 
heretofore occupied. I shall vote against 
the amendment. The geutlemen who de- 
sire this change seem to think that we who 
:*ro in f,tvor of sustaining the iustitutions 
as we have them at this day, and incorpo- 
mto into this Constitution a similar pro- 
vision to that which already exists, have 
forced upon us the burden of proof to show 
why sulfragt: should not be extended to 
females. 1 deny this position 2n lolo. 
When these geutlemen attempt to intro- 
tiucx3 au inuovation in our Constitution, 
and give the privilege of the elective fran- 
chise to parties t.hat heretofore have not 
had it, when the- propose to follow in a 
now path in u-hich neither we nor our an- 
cestors hitherto have walked, it is for 
t,hem to give us reasons why we should 
pursue that course. 

But I can conceive of many reasons why 
we should not pursue the course that is 
indicated by the gentlemen on the other 

side of this question. They seem to haac 
a mistakenidea of this subject. 1 thought 
it had beonfullydemonstrated to thiscom- 
mittec by the gentlemen who haI-e prc- 
ceded me that this right of suffrage was 
not a natural right, nor, in fxt, a right at 
all, yet they will persist in claiming it as 
such right. Now, if it be :I right, fronr 
whence, Mr. Chairman, do we got that 
right? So far as females are concerned, 
they certainly lrsve not derived it from 
the Constitution of the linited States or Of 
the State. There is, it is true, a higher 
law; but, with all duo defercnce to the 
gentleman who has referred us to that 
higher law, (Mr. liorton,) if he had read 
a little farther he would have found that 
man and not woman was commissionetl 
to rule. When the injunction of the hl- 
mighty was issued to Eve, after the fxll, 
we tiud in that injunction to her that she 
was expressly told that man should rule 
over her. 

fiIr.IIon~os. Read it out of the book. 
Mr. hfETzamt. hlr. Chairman : I ha\-o 

not the book here, but I think I can quote’ 
it, so fx as it relates to this question: 
*~Thy desire shall be to thy l~i~sband, and 
he shall rulo over thee.” I have tbere- 
fore failed to find any authority, either 
divine or human, which confers thi* 
right upon woman, and no individuals 
h:ivc this right, except those upon whom 
it has been conferred by the organic Ia\\ 
of the land. When we establish once?, or 
chauge this organic law, arid confer the 
privilege of voting upon females alike 
with males, then you may clnini it as a 
right, although the term is not xpproprl- 
ate. It should rather be c~llotl :I priri- 
lege--a privilege confcrrcd ripon the rul- 
ing classes. 

If these gentlemen would hnvc consi~l- 
ercd for a moment that, not only front 
time immemorial, but from the very bo- 
ginning-for my friend front Rradfortl 
(Mr. Horton) did conrmcnce in the be- 
ainnmg, for hc said “ill the beginning 
was the Word”-tbcy cannot find a single 
preoedcnt for what tboy- arc advocating 
here to-day. The God of nature estab- 
lished such a law for the sexes that 
woman’s sphere is clenrly defined and 
prescribed, as is also man’s, and among 
the attributes of nuur is that of governing. 
So that, gentlemen, this is not a question 01 
right at all; and mhcn me come now to 
oonsidc: it, we have to consider it only as 
a questioir of expediency, a question of 
policy, a question whether it will enbantr 
the interests and the happiness of the pco- 
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pie or otherwise. Considered in that 
view, who can doubt as to how we should 
stand upon this question? Why, gentle- 
men, it is known to you all, especially to 
you who are lawyers, and who have had 
special opportunities for observationthat a 
woman, while she sustains the relation of 
wife to her husband, is, to a certain ex- 
tent, under the coercion of her husband. 
IMY friend from Philadelphia (Mr. Camp- 
bell) has claimed that there are barbaric 
principles in the common law. With all 
due respect to the opinion of the gentle- 
man, I say that this principle of coercion 
is not only a principle of the common 
law, but it is founded upon the Word of 
God itself. If man and wife are one flesh 
-if they are one-then the exist&me of 
the one must be suspended while the 
marital relation continues. You cannot 
“divide a house against itself” has beeu 
wellsaid. It isan utter impossibility. And, 
in the very nature of things, it is as true 
as it is that the sun rises in the east that, 
when the existence of either is to be sus- 
pended, it should be of the one whose pc- 
ouliar duties and whose peculiar province 
is not to govern, but to whom Providence 
has assigned other and nobler duties. 
During the continuance, therefore, of 
these relations, it is impossible to extend 
this right of suffrage to the woman. You 
will not only have to abolish all the prin- 
pies of the common law, but you will 
have to establish a principle which, if 
carried out in practice, would, as these 
gentlemen who have preceded me have 
clearly shown you, end in discord and 
in bringing :o pleasant homes those trou- 
bles and difficulties which would end in 
final separation. Just imagine, for one 
single moment, your wife differing with 
you politically, (which’ she may do.) 
Imilgine that she has the right of suffrage ; 
that she insists upon carrying out her 
rigfit, and some villainous and corrupt 
poljtician, with whom you would not as- 
sociate, nor permit your wife or daughter 
to associate, under the pretence that he is 
canvassing for a political position, enters 
your house to solicit your wife’s or daugh- 
ter’s support. I say to the members of 
this committee that, under those cir- 
cumstances-while it IS not probably 
right, it is human nature for man to re- 
ctoil at it-the probability is that it would 
end in a brawl between the man and his 
wife and a divorce would be sought for. 

Now I say toyou,Mr.Chairman, that we 
are not here simply to argue as to what, 
in the abstract sense, may be right or 

wrong. We are here to meet facts as they 
exist in society; and who, in this Con- 
vention, does not know, within his owli 
knowledge and observation, instances in 
which these ditIerences of opinion, even 
when they have arisen upon less exciting 
subjects, have created diEiCulties whicll 
have created a breach which grew widc~r 
and wider until ultinrately it ended in a 
final separation. 

Mr. H. W. PALMER. Mr. Chairmali: 
Will the gentleman allow me to ask hi!11 
a question? 

Mr. LM~~~~~~. Mr. (:hairman : Cer- 
tainly. 

Mr. I-1. W. PALXER. Mr. Chairman: 
Has the gentleman a wife 7 

Mr. METZGER. Mr. Chairmao: I beg . 
leave to say to the gentleman that 1 ha\-u 
had, and am sorry I have not now ; anti 
for the sake of the teachings which my 
dear wife gave to my children, I protest 
against the innovation which the gentltx- 
man proposes to adopt here. 

I come from a section of country in 
which I have carefully canvassed the sen- 
timent of the people upon this subject, 
and I tell you, in all candor and sincerity, 
thnt it is the wish and the desire of re- 
spectable females of my vicinity that we 
should put our final veto upon it. While 
I am occupying this position I am in a 
diflerent position from thegentleman frown 
Delaware, (Mr. Broomall,) who pretends 
to represent a washer-woman. I am not 
here to represent a washer-woman, or any 
single woman. I am here to represent my 
oonstituents at large, and I have no right 
to make use of what one, or two, or fifty 
demand, to the prejudice of what a thon- 
sand desire. The gentleman is mistaken 
when he says that it is his province herct 
to represent the women, if it is bnt ofic. 
He is here to represent the sentiment of’ 
his constituents, and not single intlh-iti- 
uals. 

It has been urged hem, aud with a great 
deal of surpriso I heard these old argu- 
ments which I thought had 11,ng aa:, IN,- 
come obsolete, that the Doclnration of In- 
dependence, the Bill of Rights and the 
Constitution of the United States gave the 
right of universal suffrage. Why, if thn: 
be true, our ancestors were the most in- 
consistent people that ever lived. Tin 
very men who fmmed these instruments, 
if they meant to include females and mi- 
nors in the exercise of the right of suffrage, 
in theory adopted what in practice the? 
always denied. Hence it is evident that 
they did not mean by these instruments 
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that all should have a direct influence in 
the government, but that they should op- 
erate in some measure, as nry friend from 
Centre (Mr. M’Allister) has said, by rep- 
resentation. He has said, and very truly, 
and I approve of it heartily, that the head 
of the family represents the family. The 
head of the family is the husband. If the 
teaching which I have had is correct, if 
the principles contained within the lids of 
that same book which the gentleman 
from Uradford (Mr. Horton) held up to 
us the other dag be true, if the teachings 
of the Apostle Paul be reliable, then I 
say, not only is the husband the head of 
the family, but it is the duty of the wife 
to render obedience to her husband, as it 
is the duty of the husband to love, honor 
and respect her. And how otln I, under 
the circumstances in which I might be 
placed if this amendment should succeed, 
have that love which should animate the 
breast of every man towards his wife- 
towards his bosom companion, and which 
should be the sunshine whose rays illu- 
minate the fireside of his home, and when 
I go to that home it should be a home of 
peace and not of dissension. 

Mr. Chairman, these are some of my 
reasons for opposing the amendment of- 
fered by the gentleman from Delaware. 
There are many others, but as I promised 
to be brief 1 will not longer trespass upon 
the time of the committee. 

Mr. I~~YD. Mr. Chairman : The debate 
upon this question has assumed propor- 
tions vastly beyond my expectations. It 
has been with me a strain, mentally and 
physically, by day and by night, until it 
had well nigh wrought an agony. Rut as 
this blessed.day commenced to dawn upon 
us, as the cock crew, as if it were by in- 
spiration, I beheld the way out of all our 
troubles. I have here an olive branch 
that will calm and restore us to our origi- 
nal relations, aud where everything will 
ho peace. Beforo I shall present it I neg. 
sir, to preface it by a few remark which, 
under the circumstances, must neces- 
sarily be exceedingly brief. I by no 
means underrate the magnitude and im- 
portance of this question. It is, sir, a big 
thing,[laughter,] mighty bigto some gen- 
tlemen ; and in my rural simplicity I sat 
here listening to the advocates of this in- 
uovation and sought to ascertain a mo- 
tive, if they were capable of a selfish mo- 
tive, and I soon discovered, to niy satisfac- 
tion, that the chief advocatesof this meas- 
ure are likely to be influenced by per- 

sonal considerations. I now propose to 
proceed to prove it. 

The gentleman from Delaware, (Mr. 
Droomall,) who in this debate 1 love, and 
am smitten with him yet, who moved 
this amendment and gave his reasons foi 
it, convinced me when he had the floor, 
that whatever of merit there is or might 
be in the female having suffrage, yet it is 
in danger of being abused. Why, sir, 
take the gentleman from Delaware, (Mr. 
Broomall,) the champion upon that side 
of the question, and as he stood there, in 
his manly beauty, with a fascination and 
a charm, and a glory, radiant around, do 
you suppose, sir, that those of ns who are 
less favored could ever get an of&e in the 
county of Delaware while he lives? I 
tell you, with his winning, fascinating 
ways, he would he irresistible, and it 
would be in vain for any man, however 
intellectual he might be, to hope tosur- 
teed in that direction. 

What opened my eyes wider was my 
friend who is absent to-day, I regret to 
say, the bland, the insinuating, the fasci- 
nating member from Chester, (Mr. Dar- 
lington,) possessing all the toned rela- 
tions and afinities, coming here day aftor 
dav, filing around my comer the beauty, 
the sweetness and the loveliness of Ches- 
ter county after he has tiled them around 
me, should, in that placid, sweet way, turn 
his eyes into my corner, as much as to 
say : “ I pity you.” Sir, if I hadno other 
reason to vote against this amendment, il 
would be through sheer envy and jeal- 
ousy of th.e gentleman from Delaware 
(Mr. Booma 11) and the gentleman from 
Chester (Mr. Darlingtan.) Then, sir, I 
had my eyes still wider opened when my. 
beloved friend, if I may so call him, from 
Bradford, (Mr. Horton,) who addressed 
us. Do you tell me that such a gentle- 
man as that, wiOh his winning, smUing, 
bewitching ways about him, going around 
from house to house with his pallet of 
pills, for he is a doctor, one grain of rye 
flower and two grains of sugar, and pre- 
senting it in that fascinating way, as only 
he can do, and then, too, with the holy 
bible next to his bosom, do you telP me, 
sir, that he can go around in that district, 
seeing his patients, and administering 
these sweet potions, and not alwaysbc re- 
turned to office? I tell yotr,in all sin- 
cerity, that those gentlemen who arc so 
highly favored should not seek to take 
this advantage of us who are so illy fa- 
vored. 



NOW, Mr. Chairman, there is one county heartfelt sympathies in their behalf, be- 
that should have female suffrage, and if cause-and here I might say that I mean 
we could give it to that one county I no personal reflections upon any man in 
would vote for it. I would vote with all this body-1 have always thought it rough 
my might for Luzerne, after hearing from for certain gentlemen to give the baltlo 
the venerablegentleman, the senior mem- to Africa before they gave it to female 
ber from that county, my old, long-time America. I claim for the sex that they 
and honored friend, (Mr. Wright,) who are the superior of Africa, male or female, 
told us yesterday that the election days in and that it is the bounden duty of gontle- 
that county were as calm as a sabbath men who are favoring female suffrage, 
school and as lovely as a sabbath morn ; and who brought Africa in before they 
when he promised us, as I understood brought in the females, that it is their 
lrim, to see that in the future, as in the bounden duty to repair the gross wrong 
past, at the polls of that county, all shall and injury that was done the sex when 
be peace and order, and that he proposes they helped to effect and accomplish that 
to act as wet-nurse to the babies of Lu- *act. 
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zerne county while the mothers go to 
vote. I say we will give to the women of 
Luzerne the ballot. [Applause and his- 
ses.] 

Now, Mr. Chairman, this debate never 
would have assumed the importance and 
the proportions that it has, notwithstand- 
ing the gentlemen who are prominent in 
its advocacy upon this floor, had it not 
been for what I conceive to be an unwise 
step, on the part of gentlemen on the other 
side, to have given it an importance which 
it was not entitled to. I undertake to say 
that this is a scandalous waste of public 
time; that this body here, u-hich is sup- 
posed to be composed, in a high degree, 
of the choice intellect of the State, should 
be here calmly discussing a question of 
this kind for three days. I say it is be- 
neath the dignity of this body. If the 
right of suffrage is ever to be accorded to 
the female it would be more wisely and 
properly dispensed by the Legislature, 
:md that in a manner and at a time when 
they have shown themselves fit and equal 
for it, as, for example, the county of Lu- 
zerne; and after it has been tried in one 
c-ounty and in another, if, in the wisdom 
of the Legislature, it shall be found to be 
wise jnd politic to extend it throughout 
the broad Commonwealth, then it might 
be well enough ; but, sir, representing the 
county of Montgomery, which for the 
most part is a rural district, and where 
the polls are in many instances miles and 
miles from the homes of the voters, I wish 
to say that we are not prepared for a change 
of this kind until the way is paved for it. 

While I make remarks of this kind I 
bdg that you will understand that the sex 
have my highest admiration and respect. 
Indeed, sir, I am known to be rather weak 
in that direction, and I assure you that 
they have my best, and deepest and most 

39 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I ani aware that 
this body is wearied, as has been signified 
by the votes which have been taken, and 
by the discussion, and that they are ready 
to vote upon the question, and I am ad- 
monished by the clock that I should 
cease, and bring my remarks to a close, al- 
though not entirely completed. In view 
of all that has transpired, sir, I trust that, 
if the chairman of this committee should 
deem it proper and wise to offer an argu- 
ment in reply, that he will refrain from 
doing so, because, should this body be 
troubled here as to the difference between 
the ohairrnan of this committee (Mr. AI’- 
Allister) about the trail at the polls, anti 
the gentleman from Potter (Mr. Mann) 
about the trail at the Academy of Music? 
Therefore, sir, as it is now just two o’clock, 
I will close. 

Mr. J. S. BLACK. Where is your “olive 
branch ?” 

Mr. BOYD. I had forgotten that. I will 
now read it. 

“Every malecitizenof theageof twenty- 
one years, and all damsels and spinsters 
above the age of forty, or of doubtful age, 
citizens of the United States, having re- 
sided in the State one year, and in the 
election district where he or she offers to 
vote, two months immediately preceding 
the election, shall enjoy the right of snf- 
frage.” 

This gives exact justice to a large class 
of the sex whom we are bound to provide 
for. 

Mr. H. G. SMITFI. Mr. Chairmau- 

Mr. SI~V~PSON. I move the committee 
now rise, report progress, and ask leave to 
sit again. 

Y 
The motion was agreed to. 
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IN CONVENTION. Leave was granted to the committee to 

Xr. LAWRENCE. Mr. President : The sit again to-morrow* 
committee of the whole has had the report The PRESIDENT p-0 tern. The hour of 
of the committee under consideration, and two having arrived,the Convention stands 
has instructed their chairman to report adjourned until to-morrow at eleven 
progress and ask leave to sit again. , o’clock. 

. 
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THIRTY-SEVENTH DAY. 

FRIDAY, Feb~runvy 7, lS53. 

The Convention met at eleven o’clock 
A. M., Mr. Walker in the chair. Pray- 
er was offered by the Rev. James W. 
Curry. 

The Journal of yesterday was then read 
and approved. 

THE CEICAGO PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Convert 
tiou a communication from the Chicago 
public library, thanking the Convention 
for the adoption of the resolution present- 
ing to the library complete copies of the 
Debatei and proceedings. 

REPORTS OF PROTHONOTARY. 

The PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Convention a communication from the 
prothonotary of Potter county, relative 
to the number of civil causes upon the 
docket of the county, which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

THE DEATH PEXALTY. 

1fr.KNIoHT presentedamemorial from 
the Fishing Creek monthly meeting of 
Friends, praying that the provisions re- 
specring the death penalty be erased from 
the Constitution, which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EXEMPTION FROM MILITARY SERVICE. 

Mr. KNIGHT also presented a memorial 
from the same meeting, praying that the 
Constitution be so amended that all per- 
sons who are conscientiously opposed LO 

military service beexernptfrom thesame, 
which was referred to the Committee on 
Militia. 

INTOXICATING BEVEHAGIES. 

Mr. KNIaHT alsopresented a memorial 
from the same meeting, praying that the 
Constitution be so amended as to prohi- 
bit the sale of intoxicating liquors as a 
beverage, which ivas referred to the Com- 
mittee on Legislation. 

Mr. DEFRANCE presented a memorial 
from two hundreci and eighty citizens of 
Mercer county, praying that a clause be 

inserted in the Constitution prohibiting 
the sale of intoxicating liquors as a bever- 
age, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Legislation. 

Mr. PARSONS presented the petitions of 
citizens of Lgcoming county, praying 
that a clause be inserted in the Constitu- 
tion prohibiting the sale of intoxicating 
liquors as a beverage, which was referred 
to the Committee on Legislation. 

Mr. DARLxNaToa presented a mernc- 
rial from the Bradford monthly meeting, 
praying that the Constitution be so 
amended as to prohibit the sale of intoxi- 
cating beverages, which was referred to 
the Committee on Legislation. 

THE DEATH PENALTY. 

hfr. DARLINGTON aiS presented ame- 
morial from the same meeting, praying 
that the death penalty be erased from the 
statutes, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

EXEMPTION FROM MILITARY SERVICE. 

Mr. DARLINaToN also presented a me- 
morial from the same meeting, praying 
that the Constitution be so amended that 
all persons who are conscientious1.v op- 
posed to military duty be exempt fro111 
the same, which was referred to the COIII- 
mittee ou Militia. 

INTOXICATING BEVERAUE. 

Mr. DARLINoTON ak0 presented a me- 
morial from the same meeting, praying 
that a clause be inserted in the Constitu- 
tion prohibiting the sale of intoxicating 
liquors as a beverage, which was referred 
to the Committee on Legislation. 

art-. DARLINUTONalSO presentedame- 
morial from the citizens of Solesbury, 
praying that a clause be inserted in the 
Constitution prohibiting the sale of in- 
toxicating liquors as a beverage, which 
was referred to the Committea on T‘ngis- 
l&ion. 

WOMAN SUFFRAQE. 

Jlr. CAMPBELL presented a petition 
from a numberof citizens of Penusylva- 

. 
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Dia, praying for an amendment to the 
Constitution granting to woman the right 
of suffrage, which was referred to the 
Committee on Suftrage, Election and Rep- 
resentation. 

DBBATE ON WOiXAN SUFFRAUE. 

Mr. W~ODWARD offered the following 
resolution, which was twice Pead : 

Besolved, That the debate in committee 
of the whole, in reference to woman suf- 
frage, terminate at one orclock P. M., and 
that the question thereon be then taken 
without further debate. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. President : I offer 
the following amendment : 

To strike out all after the word ‘6 re- 
solved,” and insert : “That the final 
vote upon the amendments to the first 
section of the report of the Committee 
on Suffrage, Election and Representa- 
tion be taken to-day, and that the hour 
of adjommment be postponed, if neces- 
sary, for that purpose.” 

Mr. WHERRY. Mr. President: I rise 
to a point of order. Rule 25 says, IL a 
delegate may speak ofcener than twice on 
a subject.” I ask how a delegate can 
speak often than twice on this subject if 
the Convention limits the time in which 
speeches may be made ? 

Mr. DARLINOTON. Mr. President : That 
does not apply to committee of the whole. 

Mr. WVBERRY. Mr. President: Cer- 
tainly it applies to the committee of the 
whole. 

Mr.WOODWABD. Mr. President : There 
is nothing more common than for com- 
mittees of the whole to limit the time in 
which discussions may be held. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair rules the 
point of order against the gentleman from 
Cumberland (Mr. Wherry.) 

Mr. WOODWARD. If the resolution 
which I offered be in order, which it un- 
doubtedly is,- 

The PREGIDENT. The amendment is 
before the House. 

Mr.WooDwABD. Mr. President: That 
is not right, and I shall vote against the 
amendment. I am in favor of having a 
vote on this question at twelve o’clock,or 
to fix a time when we will get rid of this 
subject and stop this bickering, with 
which we have been inflicted for several 
days. If the gentleman from Allegheny 
(Mr. Guthrie) will modify his resolution 

to make it one dcIock, I will agree to that 
amendment. 

Mr. LILLY. LMr. President: I rise to 
move an amendment to the amendment, 
by striking out “twelve o’clock ” and in- 
serting “one o’clock.” 

Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. President: I 
wish to say, if I may be permitted to say 
that much, that it is about time that this 
body disposed of this loathsome subject 
and went about. the business for which 
they were sent here. It is about time. 
We have spent this week on this question. 
I havenot ocxxpied one moment of the 
time of this Convention in discussing this 
miserable subject, and I do not intend to 
occupy a moment now, but I domaintain 
that gentlemen have had as much time 
as we can afford to devote to thissubject. 
There are other subjects, of much greater 
importance, pressing upon our attention, 
and to which we should turn our atten- 
tion. This Convention, I submit, is fully 
prepared to vote upon this question; 
therefore let us dispose of it and take up 
the more important and moreappropriate 
duties that are waiting on your tab’e. 
That is the reason why I offered this reso- 
lution, and I do not care whether it is 
twelve o’clock or one o’clock, but I want, 
an early hour, to get rid of this debate 
that seems to promise to be iutormiua- 
ble, if some resolution of this kind be not 
adopted. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair regrets to 
state to the gentleman from Carbon (Mr. 
Lilly) that his proposed amendment is 
not an amendment to anything that is in 
the amendment. 

Mr. LILLY. Mr. President : I withdraw 
it. 

Mr. DARLINOTON. Mr. President: I 
have no objection to an early vote, but I 
do not want to hear thisdebatecharacter- 
ized as loathsome. I think it is delighr- 
ful. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. President: I 
agree to a modification of my resolution, 
by strikingout “twelve o’clock ” and in- 
serting “one o’clock.” 

The PRESIDENT. The resolution is so 
modified, and the question is on the 
amendment of the geeltleman from Alle- 
gheny (Mr. Guthrie.) 

On agreeing to this amendment a divi- 
sion was called, which resulted forty- 
three in the affirmative and fifty-four in 
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tnenegative. So the amendment was not 
agreed to. 

Mr. 8IMPSON. Mr. President : I desire 
to move to amend, by striking out the 
hour named and insertiog the words, “in 
two hours after we resume business in 
committee2’ 

The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. WHERRY. Mr. President : I move 

Qo amend, by striking out “ one o’clock” 
and inserting “two o’clock.” 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President: I hope 
the Convention will not pass this resolu- 
tion. I protest, for one, at this attempt to 
gag debate. There are members on this 
door who believe that this subject is a 
proper one to discuss, and they should be 
heard. One of the members of the mi- 
nority committee has not been heard. He 
expects probably to be heard to-day, and 
unless we give him an opportunity, and 
give other gentlemen who wish to he 
heard here S like opportunity, it is gag- 
ging the debate, and I protest, as acitizen 
of the Commonwealth, as a democrat, as 
a member of the minority upon this sub- 
ject, against the attempt upon the part of 
any Ioajority to gag debate. 

-Mr. KNIGHT. Mr. President: I call 
for the reading of the resolution. 

The CLERK : ~LRcsoZved, That all debate 
in committee of the whole in referenceto 
woman suffrage terminate at one o’clock 
to-day, and that the question thereon be 
then taken without further debate.” 

Which was agreed to. 

LIMITED TER?,fS FOR CORPORATIOSS. 

Mr. D. W. PATTERSON offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was referred to 
the Committee on Railroads: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Rail- 
roads sod Canals are requested toconsid- 
er the expediency of restraining, by or- 
ganic law, the Legislature from creating 
any corporation for the construction of 
railroads, canals, &co., except for muoici- 

. pal purposes, for a longer period than 
forty years. 

LEGISLATIVEMAJORITIES. 

Mr. Ross tiered the following resolu- 
tion, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Legislation : 

R@.solved, That the Committeeon Legis- 
latiou be instructed to inquire iuto the 
expediency of providing, by a coostitu- 

tionalprovision, that the Legislature shall 
pass no enactment, the operation, or force 
or effect of which shall be limited or coo- 
ditioned upon its approval by a majority 
at a general or special election ; and that 
no law shall be enacted which shall be 
dependent upon a majority vote for its 
enforcement. 

PRINTINOYEMORIALS. 

Mr. BR~~~~~~offeredthefollowiog re- 
solution, which was twice read and agreed 
to : 

Re.soZvc~, That hereafter no petition or 
memorial be printed, except by special 
order of the Convention. 

AD5OURNBfENT UNTIL MONDAY. 

Mr. H. W. PALXER. Mr. President: I 
offer the following resolution : 

Resolved, That to enable the members 
of the Convention to accept zhe polite in- 
vitation of the trustees of the University 
of Pennsylvania, for Saturday at two P. 
M., this Convention, when it adjourns to- 
day, will adjourn to meet on Monday next, 
at twelve o’clock noon. 

Mr. DARLINGTON. Mr. President: I 
understand that this invitation is for two 
o’clock to-morrow afternoon. We can go 
on with the business of the Convention 
until ooe o’clock, and then leave in ample 
time for the visit to the University. I 
understand the proceedings do not com- 
mence until three o’clock anyhow, and if 
that is the case we can sit until two, and 
visit the University after we have traos- 
acted the business we are sent here to 
transact. 

Upon the questicn of proceeding to a 
socood reading of the resolution, the yeas 
and nays were required by Mr: Corbett 
and Mr. Simpson, and were as follow, viz. 

YE-is. 

Messrs. Addicks, Alricks, Armstroog, 
Baer, Baker, Bannan, Bartholomew, Bid- 
dle, Black, J. S., Bowman, Boyd, Brod- 
head, Broomali, Cassidy, Clark, Collins, 
Corson, Dallas, Davis, Dunning, Elliott, 
Ellis, Gibson, Guthrie, Hanna, Harvey, 
Hemphill, Heverio, Hunsicker, Lilly, 
Long, M’Camant, M’Clean, Metzger, Mi- 
nor, Riles, Palmer, G.W., Palmer, H. W., 
Parsons, Pughe, Read, John R., Rooke, 
Ross, Runk, Sharpe, Smith, Henry W., 
Stantoo,Temple, Wetherill, J. M.,Wherry 
and Woodward-51. 
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N.4YS. 
Messrs. Achenbach, Baily, (Perry,) 

Bailey,(Huntingdon,) Barclay, Bardslep, 
Beebe, Black, Charles A., Brown, Camp- 
bell, Carter, Cochran, Corbett,Cronmiller, 
Curry, Curtin, Darlington, De France, 
Edwards, Ewing, Fulton, Gilpin, Hall, 
Hay, Hazzard,Hopkins,Horton, Howard, 
Lawrence, Lear, M’hllister, M’Conneil, 
M’Culloch, Jlann, Mantor, Mott, Patter- 
son, D. W., Patterson, T. H. B., Patton, 
Porter, Purviance, Samuel A., Reynolds, 
James L., Russell, Simpson, Smith, I-I. G., 
Smith, W. H., Struthers, Turrell, Walker, 
Wetherill, J. Price, White, David N., 
White, J. W. F. and Wright-X. 

So the question was determined in the 
negative. 

ABSENT OR NOT voTINa.-Messrs. Ai- 
ney, Andrews, Buckalew, Carey, Church, 
Craig, Cuyler, Dimmick, Dodd, Fell, Fin- 
ney, Fuuck, Gowen, Kaine, Knight, Lam- 
berton, Landis, Littleton, M’Murray, Mac 
Veagh, Newlin,Purman, Purriance,John 
N., Reed, Andrew, Reynolcls, S. H., Stew- 
art, Van Reed, White, Harry, Worrell 
aud Meredith, Preside&-30. 

WOMAN SUFFRAQE. 

The PREHDENT pla tent. The next 
business inorder is the further considera- 
tion of the report of the Committee ou 
Suffrage, Election and Representation. 
The Convention will resolve itself into 
commitlee of the whole. The gentleman 
from Washington (Mr. Lawrence) will 
please take the chair. 

The C'EAIRIAN. When the corninittee 
rose the subject under consideration was 
the ameudment offered to the lirsr. sectiou 
of the report of the Committee on Suffrage. 
The gentleman from Lancaster (Mr. H. 
G. Smith) has the floor. 

Mr. H. G. SM~TII. Mr. Chairman: For 
taking up some time in the remarkswhich 
I shall make upon this question I deem 
no apology to this committee necessary. 
Whatever certain gentlemen in this Con- 
vention may think of the proposed amend- 
ment, however lightly and flippantly they 
may treat it, they will iind that it em- 
braces a living issue. The parties en- 
aa,ged in this agitation are pushing it with 
the same intense energy that character- 
ized the beginning of the agitation upon 
the slavery question. They are applying 
all the agencies of agitation, and are now 
upon the poiut of establishing, at the Capi- 

tal of the nation, a newspaper upon a basis 
of one hundred thousand dollars. They 
do not intend to let this question die out. 
They intend to be heard before the Ameri- 
can people, and the opponents of female 
suffrage will have to meet its advocates, 
not by flippant remarks, not by gross hu- 
mor, but by arguments better than those 
who plead for it can bring. Its supporters 
will enlist upon their side male dema- 
gogues of both political parties, as soon 
as they begin to show a chance of success, 
and it is a singular fact that this is a ques- 
tion upon which there is no division of 
sentment by political lines. Theminority 
report which has been presented here is 
signed by men of both political parties. 
The men who have spoken upon this 
question of woman suffrage belong, part 
of them to one political party and part to 
the ocher. 

I have no reflections to make upon the 
motives which have influenced any gen- 
tleman during the progress’of this dis- 
cussion, but I hazard the broad assertion 
here, and the truth of history will bear 
me out, that just as soon as woman seems 
likely to be given the ballot you will find 
the male demagogues of both political 
parties crowding forward nud aiding in 
securing ic for her. This rheg will do, 
not because they regard woman or care 
for the good of the State, but because they 
will have selfish purposes of their owu to 
subserve. 

As to the question itself, it has been 
pretty freely discussed here, but not so 
freely as in the Constitutional Conven- 
tion of New York, where two weeks were 
taken up with it. There have been vari- 
ous opinions advanced and various rea- 
sons given by the advocates of wolnan 
suffrage why it should be adopted. Some 
of them have placed their argurnenrs 
upon the ground that suffrage is a natu- 
ral right. Their reasoning in that direc- 
tion has not been convincing. They 
have not shown us in what sense or in 
what respect suErage is a natural right. 
They have failed to point to any govern- 
ment in which that idea has prevailed, 
or to quote recognized authorities in sup- 
port of rheir position. 

What is the ballot as it prevails in 
representative govornmenls ? Why, sir, 
ic is merely a part and parcel of the gov- 
ernmental machinery. It is an iustitu- 

, 
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tion provided-it is machinery con- 
structed-for the purpose of taking the 
sense of the people upon certain que5 
tions which are defined and limited by 
law. Certain classes of the people are 
commissioned to exercise suffrage for 
the wholecommunity. It is not given, 
in any government, to all members of 
the community. It is limited in ours by 
the age and the sex of the voter, by resi- 
dence in the United States, by residence 
in the State, by residence in the district, 
by the payment of tax, and by other 
arbitrary qualifications. It is not one of 
the rights which men enjoy in nature. 
Those are-a rightto life, toiiberty, and to 
the possession and use of property. Suf- 
frage is merely a conventional right-a 
privilege, if you choose to so call it-con- 
ferred by tho government upon cer- 
tain parties in order that the busi- 

. ness of government may be properly 
conducted. We limit not only the’ voter 
but the party to be voted for. We 
place these limitations in the organic law 
of the land, limitations both upon the 
voter and the nperso to bo voted for, in 
order to remove them from the muta- 
tions of political parties, and from ex- 
citements which may prevail among the 

, populace. We place them in the Consti- 
tution of the State in order that no sud- 
den popular commotion may change or 
overturn them. We say no man shall be 
a member of the Legislature unless he 
shall have lived in the State a certain 
time and have arrived at a certain age. 
Why ? Have not the people of a district 
the right to choose whom they will send 
to the Legislature? That would seem, 
at first blush, to be a natural and inhe- 
rent right. Yet, by the organic law, we 
set limitations both to the will of the 
electors and to the character of the men 
whom they shall choose to represent 
them. This we do in accoroance with 
certain general rules, founded in expe- 
diency. 

A number of the gentlemen who have 
argued in favor of woman suffrage upon 
this floor have abandoned the posi- 
tion taken by others, that suffrage is a 
natural right. The gentleman from 
Chester (Mr. Darlington) did it, who be- 
longs to one political party. The chair- 
man of the Democratic city executive 
committee, (Mr. Temple,) who spoke 

yesterday, did the same thing. They, 
with the strongest advocates on that 
side, did this, because they felt that 
the arguments which have been ad- 
duced in favor of the proposition that 
suffrage is a natural right can not be 
maintained. Abandoning untenable 
ground, they have placed themselves 
just where every intelligent American 
citizen must plant himself, if he views 
this subject aright, -with position ofcon- 
sidering suffrage to be, not a natural 
right, but a matter of expediency. That 
is what it is-a question of expedient? 
for this Convention to consider-for the 
American people to consider-for the peo- 
ple of Pennsylvania to consider at the 
polls, and at their homss. It is simply’s 
question as to what will be the practical 
effect of giving to the women of the State 
the right of suffrage to be exercised by 
them as freely as it is by men ; and in 
considering this question we must re- 
member that true expediency is, in rep- 
resentative governments, the highest 
statesmanship. 

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Will the gentleman 
allow himself to be interrupted by a ques- 
tion 4 

Mr. H. G. SMITH. I will, sir. 

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Iask the gentleman 
whether the wife and the children are in- 
cluded in the “ people”-in whom all sov- 
ereignty, inheres? 

Mr. H. G. SXITH. I will answer the 
question of the gentleman at once, though 
I had intended to do so at another point 
in my argument. The husband is the 
head of the family. There can be no as- 
sociation, social, political or other, pro- 
perly conducted without some controlling 
head. In this Convention we have had 
to choose a President; when sitting in 
committee of the whole, as we are now, 
we have a chairman. We have these offi- 
cers for the purpose of deciding points of 
order, and disposing of disputes that may 
arise among us. Without such officers, 
there could be no such thing as a proper 
conduct of the business of this body. With- 
out a head to the family, there could be 
no proper conduct of the business of that 
primary organization, the smallest but 
the most important in the social fabric. 
The man votes, not for himselfalone. He 
casts nis ballot, not for himself merely, 
but for his wife, for his children, for his 
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Ileighiior~, :lil,i for the StHte. And, sir. 
iilr relllody for the evils that exist in our 
lAiri~*s is, in ,115’ judgment, not to bo 
s~~nght in an extension of suffrage, but 
rather in wise limitations. 1 fear we can- 
not remedy existing evils even by re- 
strictions, for the reason that I do not be- 
lieve we can frame a rule which will pro- 
perly apply restrictions. If instead ofex- 
tending suffrage we could cut off from 
the ballot all who are weak enough to 
yield to improper influences, all who are 
venal, all whoare too i,onorant to exercise 
suffrage understandingly, all who do not 
properly appreciate this great privilege, 
we would arrive at the proper result, and 
elevate and purify our politics. We can 
find no adequate remedy for existing erils 
in wholesale extension of suffrage. 

JIr. JI'ALLISTER. If the gentleman 
will permit another question, I desire to 
ask if the right of suffrage be not a na- 
tural social right, on what principle would 
t,he gentleman found the right of revolu- 
tion? By “ righs of suffrage” I mean to 
convey the idea of the right fo organize a 
government, to establish a government, 
to revolutionize a government in certain 
events. On what principle, if the right 
of suffrage be not a natural social right, 
can he justify the right of revolution at 
all ? If suffrage be a merely conventional 
right, how can he j ustify the right of revo- 
lution ? 

Mr. If. G. SNITEI. Does the gentleman 
mean peaceful revolution ? 

Mr. M'ALLISTER No; but where a 
government becomes oppressive, and a 
portion of the citizens rise and revolu- 
tionize that government. On what princi- 
ple would he found that action unless this 
right to re-establish this government is a 
natural social right? 

Mr. H. G. SMITE. I sey then that revo- 
lution under such circumstances wonld 
not be justifiable; that it would be the 
duty of the State to put such an attempt 
at revolurion down by the strong arm of 
force, taking, as a matter of course, the 
chances of being beaten and having the 
revolution become successful. We all 
know, sir, that successful revolutions car- 
ry with their success their ju.%ification. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, arguing from my 
standpoint, the pract,ical working of wo- 
man suffrage is the only question left for 
consideration. There in a narrow circle 

are rolllined all the wrgnments that haye 
boerl :cdtlu(~ed by the advocates of the prig- 
posed anlendment on this floor. llrrv- 
will it work? \Vhat will be its pra~‘tl~~ai 
operation? These are the questions for 
this Convention to consider-the qu+ 
tions whjch must determine our action 
and our final vote upon the subject. 

We have hadfdncypictures drawn here 
of a model republic which is to come 
when women vote. Our politics are to be 
purified. The rough ward politicians 01 
our cities are to be transformed iuro an- 
gels of light. Men are no more to ad- 
vance in the struggle for public office, as 
if they were highway robbers bent ul~on 
seizing upon the spoils. This is a rerv 
pretty picture ; but, Mr. Chairman, it can 
never be realized while human nature 
remains what it is. If you give woman 
the ballot it will be her duty to go down 
to the practical operation of the primar?- 
elections, where political corruption has 
its beginning. Will women do so? Why. 
sir, in this city the very best men of botn 
political parties, the wealthy, the intelli- 
gent, the refined, shrink away from the 
pritnaries in disgust ; as well they may. 

I remember, upon one occasion, having 
curiosity enough to ,go into a section of 
this city where a struggle was going on 
fbr a nomination of State Senator, in the 
republican party, to fill a vacancy caused 
by death. Passing down the street I 
came in sight of a singularly shaped hail, 
a three cornered building, where it was 
at,once apparent that a savere struggle 
was going on. There was a crowd of men 
on each side of the street along which 1 
advanced, and I soon ascertained that 
they belonged to opposite political par- 
ties. I found there a young friend 01’ 
mine, from the rural districts, who was 
a member of the Pennsylvania Legisla- 
ture. He TV&S looking on with much 
seeming curiosity. I asked him why he 
was tarrying there, and he very naively 
jnformed me that ho was waiting to see 
one of these factions, in the same party. 
throw the otherout of the third story win- 
dows of the building in which the nomi- 
nating convection was assembled. In the 
crowd gathered there1 recognized a num- 
ber of notorious democratic politicians of 
rhis city, and, to my surprise, I soon dis- 
covered that they were advocating the 
cause of a prominent republican, who 
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had been put forward, to some extent, 
against hisown wish, as a candidate. The 
republican newspapers in this city were 
loud in his praise. He was called pure, 
high-minded and incorruptible ; and the 
praise thus bestowed was well deserved. 
He is to-day one of the most distinguished 
members of this Convention, having been 
elected as a delegate at large from this 
city. You may judge of my surprise 
when I found that he was being warmly 
championed by certain democratic ward 
politicians not noted for their purity. I 
inquired why this was so. “ Oh !” said 
one of these singular champions of honor 
and integrity, “WQ can beat him easy. 
He is no ~oun&r.” The fellow’s slang 
puzzled me, and I was forced to ask what 
he meant. He replied quickly: ‘4 Why, 
you see, he don’t go ‘round and drink 
with the boys. He is one of your high- 
toned fellows that stand ontheir dignity.” 
Pointing to a heavy-set,‘low-browed man, 
who was drinking at the bar of a tavern 
we had entered, my informant continued : 
“ That fellow controls eighty votes in the 
republican party of this district, and he 
cau turn them which way he pleases. If 
-is nominated he will turn those 
eightyvotesover to us for a consideration. 
He is the head of a gang, and all he will 
want to know is what the figure is to be 
and who is to hold themoney till the 
work is done.” Not being disposed to 
put on airs, for I was present as a seeker 
after information in regard to the work- 
ing of Philadelphia politics, I accepted 
an-introduction to this purchasable pa- 
triot, and was kindly permitted to over- 
hear the following conversation : %So, To- 
ney,” said the democratic rough, ‘6 they 
have got theorganization onyou”-mean- 
ing that the friends of the high-toned gen- 
tleman had secured the election of the 
officers of the convention. The admis- 
sion of this fact was made by the repub- 
lican rough with a fierce imprecation. 
“That means --‘I nomination, don’t it?” 
asked the democrat. “ I reckon so,” re- 
plied the republican, whitening with 
rage through the roseate hue of his rum- 
dved face. “You know we must have a 
A&.-toner in this district now. Let them 
nominate the infernal aristocrat, and we’ll 
Ai@-tone him.” 

Somehow the high-toned gentleman 

~8s beaten in the conventinn, and, to the 
astonishment of the public, the demo- 
cratie candidate was elected to the State 
Senate. I believe nobody was thrown 
from the third-story windows of Jeffer- 
son Hall that day. I believe a nomina- 
tion was eftected without murder. But 
murders at the primary elections and at 
notninating conventions in this city have 
come to be common occurrences. The 
pistol, the bludgeon and the bow&knife 
are the strong arguments resorted to 
when money and whisky and the fists 
of interested patriots are not found to be 
sufficiently convincing. What man who 
possesses a proper regard for his sister, 
his wife or his daughter would desire to 
see them participating in such scenes? 
What woman of refinement would con- 
sent to descend into these foul slums of 
debauched and degraded political life? 
And yet, sir, to this must woman come, 
if called upon to participate in elections, 
before the evils under which our State 
groans can be cured. Women must take 
part in these primary elections, where 
rowdies rudely shoulder each other, and 
from which decent men shrink away, if 
she would reach the source of our politi- 
cal corruption. It is in those primary 
elections aud nominating conventions 
that the wrongs which most afflict this 
Commonwealth have their origin. They 
lie deeply embedded in the degradation 
of human nature, and our arms are not 
long enough to reach down and pluck 
the noxious plants up by the roots. They 
can only be eradicated when human na- 
ture is made diflbrent from what it now 
is-when woman by her highest power. 
exercised in its proper sphere, in the 
home circle, shall.educate the male chil- 
dren committed to her care, so that they 
will purify the political life of the State 
and the nation. To give woman the right 
of suffrage now would only be to double 
the influence of the dangerous classes. 
The rowdies who control primary elec- 
tions in our cities would take with them, 
to the polls, their degraded female com- 
panions, not their wives, and no pure 
n-oman would voluntarily come in con- 
tact with such creatures. 

Mr. BROO~WALL. I would ask the gen- 
tleman whether ho does not think the 
women of the country can be safely 



trusted with the question of their own 
respectability and their own good be- 
havior, under all circumstances. 

Mr. Y. G. SMITH. I intend to answer that 
query aft+r while, but I must he brief 
and endeavor to couclude. I have been 
drawn, in the heat of discussion, into ex- 
rending my remarks to a greater length 
lhen I intended. The next question to 
?vhich I desire to allude is this: If wo- 
tr~an cannot conrrol and purify these 
springs of corruption solely by having the 
right of sutfrage conferred upon her, 
what will be the etfect of female sutfrage 
upon the State? Minerva sprang full- 
armed from the brain of Jove, but will 
woman springfull-armedinto the political 
arena, prepared to become the great law- 
giver of the State and the nation ? Will 
she, simply by having the ballot con- 
ferred upou her, be prepared to perceive 
and correct all the evils under which 
the State lab01 s? Will she be able to do 
more than men, properly educated and 
trained by hrr, have been able to accom- 
plish during the past years of our his- 
tory ? Why, sir, it has been truthfully 
said that woman, with all her genius, 
with a power to strike the lyre and send 
forth poetry that touches every heart, 
with skill to f:,iltll+~ the niost interesting 
plots of romance and to fascinate the 
world by their details-is entirely lack- 
ing ill rhe inventive faculty. I meau 
that iuventive faculty which perceives 
existing irllperfel:tions and apt ies rerne- 
dies in a practical manner. The utensils 
woman uses in the culinary department 
are the invention of man, down to the 
very simplest of them. The fashion of 

the furniture jn hei parlor and boudoir, 
the parterns of the carpets on the floor, 
and of the garments in which she decks 
herself, are rhe invention of man. Nay, 
sir, rv’ore: Fro111 the very festber that 
flutters on 

” The towering top of & miss’ bonnet,” 
down to the last furbelow of the trail 
whit.11 has caused SO much CBUSL C COm- 

ment in this (‘onvention-311 these things 
are said by books of fashion to be the in- 
vention of Woerth, the man-milliner and 
rttantna-maker of Paris. 

I rejoice, however, that woman is not 
a universal Yankee genius. If she cm- 

not iuvetlt Illowirlg machines anu cook- 
in: utensils, if she fails to fashitm the 
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furniture of the household, if she cannot 
make laws for thestate and devise reme- 
dies for existing political evils-there 
still remains for her a higher destiny, 
and a nobler and purer ambition. She 
can fashion and rnould the law-makers 
of the land, and can say, as did the glori- 
ous mother of the Gracchi: “These, 
these are my jewels which I give to the 
state.” 

In love and reverence for the sex, I 
yield to no man. I recognize in woman 
the great agency commissioned by God 
to elevate and ennoble the human race. 
Until she begins to rise to her proper 
sphere, man continues to be a mere sav- 
age, dwelling in caves and rude huts, 
suhsisting upon the spontaneous produc- 
tions of the soil or the precarious spoils 
of the chase, roaming naked through the 
primeval forests or clad in an uncouth 
garb of skins, having no law except the 
rude rule of the strong over the weak, 
with degrading superstitions for religion, 
with lust fibr lore, and with all unholy 
pssions alive and actively at work in 
his heart. With the elevation of woman 
‘to her proper sphere, the life of mankind 
is ennobled and elevated. At her bidding 
the arts spring into existence. To clothe 
her fair form might, the silk-worm is set 
to spinning its shroud, and the swift 
shuttle is brought to play along the busy 
loom. To decorate and adorn her person, 
the diver gropes for pearls in the quiet 
caves of the ocean, and diamonds are 
sifted from the sands of rivers that wan- 
der through desert lands. To portray 
the charms of her counrenance, to catch 
and perpetuate the expression of the soul 
that shines through her features, the 
painter exhausts his genius upon the 
canvass, and the sculptor bids the almost 
breathing marble rival the matchless 
symnletry of her form. To furnish her 
a fitting home, the architect plies all his 
skill, and, in rhe homes thus created and 
thus adorned, sits enthroned the family, 
which is, spite of all that may be said to 
the contrary, the true unit in every rep- 
resentative government. Eugland, Ger- 
UlaUJ’, this country, all what they 
are to-da-, not on account of superior 
civilization, but because in them the 
homes of the people, homes humble or 
grand, are made the luminous centres Of 
all that is purest and most elevating in 
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life, through the quiet and unobtrusive 
influence of woman. France, unhappy 
France, the victim of constantly recur- 
ring revolutions, feels more the need of 
true homes than of anything else that 
can be named. 

The universal respect shown to womsn 
in this country is the result, not of any 
chivalrous gallantry-it is the legitimate 
effect of early home-training in the family 
circle. The rude crowds which have 
beeu represented by the gentlemarl from 
Delaware (Mr. Broomalj as giviug way 
at the approach of a woman, do so, not 
because the passer-by is a woman, but 
because their is an instinctive reverenre 
in every American healt for the shape 
that bears with it the image or the title of 
mother. This sentiment is universal with 
ns, and we all recognize its sacredness. 
Some men are so unfortunate as not to 
know their fathers, but every man has 
at some time felt the all-embracing and 
encompassing love of a mother. The 
sacred memories which cluster around 
the presence of a pure mother, as she 
moves iu the home circle, can never be 
forgotten. 

“ Our mother’s voice ; how oft doth creep 
Its cadence o’er our lonely hours, 

Like healing sat on wings of sleep, 

Or dew to the unconscious flowera. 
We can’t forget her melting prayer, 

Fen when our pulves madly fly ; 
And in the still, unbroken air 

Her gentle tones mm3 stealing by, 
bnd years, and sin, and manhood flee, 

And leave us rt our mother’s knee.” 

Is ic not so with every man? When 
ShakespearesoughttostampuponRichard 
rke seal of iniquity that would be recog- 
‘nized at once by all men and remem- 
bered forever: he made him sneer at 
a mother’s blessing. It is the influ- 
ence of the mothers of this land that 
gives to woman that respect w&oh 
she receives and that courtesy which is 
universally shown her in this country. 
It is the home influence that makes ours 
8 successful representative government, 
The homes of Germany make Germauy 
what it is. The homes of England, ‘(the 
proud ancestral homes,” the humble cot- 
tages of the peasantry, and the comforta- 
ble dwellings of the middle classes make 
that country what it is. The homes of 
our people make our people what they 
are. God grant that this home influence, 

the one thing alone from which we can 
look for a regeueration of our politics, 
may become purer and better every day. 
In my judgment this cannot be done by 
according woman the ballot. I would 
not drag her down from her high and pure 
estate. 

Woman as sister, wife and mother, as 
counsellor and elevator, as a sacred pres- 
ence in the family, that true unit in repre- 
sentative government of which the father 
is the lawful and proper head, exercises 
an influence which she can never wield 
in the rude and too often corrupt arenaof 
politics. Men, as fathers and beads of 
families, are forced to assume certain dn- 
ties of citizenship, which are oft.en dis- 
tasteful to the more sensitive and re- 
fined among them, that society may be 
preserved and good governments endure. 
And, while the men of Pennsylvania are 
williug to fight the fierce political battles 
of the present and the future, the women 
of the State are still ready and willing to 
trust the guardianship of all their civil 
rights to their fathers, husbands and 
brothers. While womao maintains her 
majestic state as the mistress of man‘s 
holiest affections, as the miuistrant to his 
highest and purest aspirations, she must 
command universal respect and ‘lmcou- 
srraiued admiration. When she consents 
to draggle her robes in the filth and mire 
of politics, and descend* from her high 
estate in the domestic circle to honeyfugle 
with pot-house politicians, iu order that 
she may say who shall be elected to ward 
and township offices, she will have sacri- 
ficed her highest aud best attributes toan 
imaginary good. Then will the homes of 
this fair land cease to be the abodes of 
that purity which is the result of their sa- 
cred privacy. God grant that the pure mo- 
thers ami the fair daughters of this grand 
old Commonwealth may be long preserv- 
ed from the sore trials which an exercise 
of suffrage would inevitably entail upon 
them. In votiug against the pending 
amendment,, and every proposition of a 
like character, I shall be actuated by a 
lrne love and reverence for woman, and 
by an honest desire to protect her from 
evils, which, in my humble judgmeut, 
the earnest advocates of female suffrage 
do not fully appreciate. 

One word more and I am done. The 
argument principally relied upon by the 

. 
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advocates of woman suffrage upon this 
floor is, so F&r as I have heard it, not that 
woman is needed to frame and modify 
and improve the general laws of the 
Commonwealth, but that there are cer- 
tain great moral questions upon which 
she ought to vote. Now, Mr. Chairman, 
these moral questions are the very ques- 
tions which come within the sphere of 
that moral influence which ought to pre- 
vail in the homes o\‘er which woman pre- 
sides. We have had much talk here 
about the closing of dram shops when 
women vote. Well, woman has been ex- 
erting her influence in that direction 
through legirimate agencies, and what 
result have you seen ? You have had the 
passage of the local option law, and the 
very first county to adopt it was the coun- 
ty of Clearfield, with its 1,500 democratic 
majority. Knowing that fact I think the 
women of Pennsylvania can safely trust 
he question of license to the men of the 
State. Enough has been done in that di- 
rection to ensure that the action taken 
will be sustained if ic be found to operate 
aright. 

I am n,ot one of those, sir, who would 
cast the slightest slur upon these women 
who are here and elsewhere advocating 
the proposed amendment. I know that, 
whatever may be said of some, those who 
have come here are women of puriry and 
entitled to all respect. The other day I 
stood behind the eloquent gentleman 
from Philadelphia, (Mr. Gowen,) and 
turning my eyes to one of the seats in 
front of him I saw a fair face, and shining 
through it a soul that noted accurately 
every word that fell from his lips. At his 
poetical allusions the eye gleamed, while 
at his caustic remarks there seemed to be 
no anger; but there was a shadow of sad- 
ness upon the features. And, as I looked 
at that face, I thought: “Fair lady, if 
you could have accorded to you your de- 
sire, how would that shadow on your brow 
deepen and darken! HOW would the 
hopes that now swell within your bosom 
fade, until you should realizeat last that 
what you expected to prove a blessing 
was as much a curse as the boon granted 
by the gods to Midas ! 

I would be perfectly willing to submit 
the question to a vote of all the women 
of this Commonwealth, providing that 
they should be enumerated, and that suf- 

frage should begranted tothem when the 
majority of them went to the polls and 
demandedit. If theadvocatesof woman 
suffrage tell me that that would be unfair 
and unjust, because many women would 
be restrained by men from voting, I tell 
them that they have in that fact oneof the 
strongest arguments why suffrage should 
not be accorded to the sex. If woman 
suffrage come with the curse that I be- 
lieve it will ent;iil upon this Common- 
wealth, it will not come from the action 
of women at all, but from the selfishness 
of male demagogues in both political 
parties, who scent spoils in a further in- 
crease of the conventional right of snf- 
frage. 

Mr. HEVERIN. Mr. Chairman : I have 
no desire to approach the discussion of 
this subject with derision, or consider it 
as one to be disposed of by ridicule or 
unbecoming jokes. But while I have 
very little faith in the salutary influences 
and pictured blessings which are predict- 
ed as the consequences of the inaugura- 
tion of female participation in our gov- 
ernment, Istill have,for ulterior purposes, 
an inclination to indulge those claims and 
appeals which seem to find source more 
in a restless ambition than an honest con- 
viction. I am well satisfied that neither 
politics nor the nation will be benefited 
by the conferment of the right of suffrage 
unon woman. Yet I can imagine a rem- 
e,jy for this agitating spirit in that sex 
whose constitutional characteristic is to 
value coveted prerogatives in prpportion 
to the persistence with which they are 
disputed. The disposition of women to 
long and strive for chat: which is denied 
them has come down to us from the day- 
break of the world. It has descended 
with undiminished significance throcgh 
every generation, and it has found con- 
spicuous exponents since the first par- 
taker of forbidden fruit taught its insati- 
able yearnings in the gratification of au 
unwise appetite. 

Now, while acknowledging the exist- 
ence of this proclivity, I am not yet cer- 
tain as to the best mode of correcting its 
ill-timed demonstrations. I do not be- 
lieve that the disposition which one hun- 
dred and thirty-three men in this body 
may make of Lhis question will as effec- 
tually settle it as a popular condemnation 
of the subject through the potency of the 

. 
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ballot box, and therefore if I should favor 
this amendment at all, it would only be 
for the purpose of securing a safe burial 
to a troublesome corpse without the cere- 
monies of a potnpous funeral. 

I presume, Mr. Chairman, it is but pro- 
per and right that Ishould say here, after 
the manner of those who have preceded 
me, that I stand second to none in atimi- 
rati’on and love for those anterior to whose 
creation, we are told “the earth was sad 
and the garden was a wild.” I will not 
yield in adoration of their graces and vir- 
rues, even to the gallant member from 
Montgomery, (Mr. Boyd,) who wears a 
shining crown as a certificate of perenni- 
al devotion to female charms and graces, 
and who,with becoming eloquence,pleads 
the presence of a multitude as the only 
proper inspiration under which to ap- 
proach the consideration of this subject. 
To that of a gentleman grown bald in the 
service, I contributemy testimonyin sup- 
port of the claims of their personal attrac- 
tions. It is because I thus adore woman 
as she is, it is because I adoro her as she 
has been, that I desire to raise my voice 
in opposition to any fanatical effort which 
seeks to destroy the relationship which 
raises her above ‘(the lords of creation,” 
and makes her “little lower than the an- 
gels.” 

Now with many thanks to my aged 
brother from Bradford,(Mr. Horton,) who 
sits in front of me, and who alone is re- 
sponsible for any remarks which I may 
make here, I say with many thanks to 
him who held aloft this book, (the Bible,) 
whose legal precepts have never been 
overruled, and whose fundamental prin- 
ciples have not been reversed by any ap- 
pellate court. I am reminded that in 
this book, I find reasons for the faith I 
have, stronger than any that history 
teaches or expediency suggests. I find 
it in the creative wisdom of Him who dis 
tributed the attributes of His image with 
significant distinction. In the divine pro- 
nunciamento ‘I male and female created 
He them.” I find the reasons for my po- 
sition and the greatest advocate of wo- 
man’s deserved rights, in that I find indl- 
cated the distinctive spheres of the sexes. 
We are told that when the prophet of old 
complained of the wickedness of Judea, 
and foretold the coming of Him who hung 
the rainbow of redemption over a fallen 

world, he then foretold what we now see 
here, that IL seven women shall take hold 
of one man, saying we will eat our own 
bread and wear our own apparel, only let 
us be called by thy name.” From the 
same pages, recorded in the instructions 
to him who was about to go into Macedo- 
nia, we find a useful lesson to these apos- 
tles of mistaken reform, for it is there 
said, “let the woman learn in silencewith 
all subjection,” and “suffer not a wo- 
man to teach nor to usurp authority over 
the many, but to be in silence.” And 
again, Peter the apostle said tothose scat- 
tered about Pontus, Gallatia, Asia and 
Bythinia, “ likewise ye wives be in sub- 
jection to your husbands.” Forafcer this 
manner the woman in the old times, who 
were holy and trusted in God, were in 
subjection to their husbands. “ Even as 
Sarah obeyed iibraham and calling him 
lord.” 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I hold up these 
unchangeable truths, established by the 
moral and physical sciences, and sanc- 
tioned by the voice of Divinity-by the 
side of all the quoted axioms of reverod 
statesmen, or the paraded proverbs of 
fanatics. They were born, and have been 
recognized since the time, when Adam 
suffered the loss of a rib in that sleep 
which fell upon him when it was *‘not 
good for man to be alone,” or for woman 
to be anything else than a help-meet. 
I find and read the duties, the sphere and 
the rights of women, in the discrimi- 
nating handi-work of God; I find their 
superlative attractions in the superior en- 
dowments of nature, and I find the per- 
petuation and the preservation of all that 
is adorablein them, in their freedom and 
absence from the degrading conflicts and 
contaminating influences which surround 
and attach to masculine existence, 

Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that all 
the arguments advanced in its favor have 
been answered by the venerable gentle- 
man from Erie (Mr. Walker) and the elo- 
quent memberfrom Schuylkill, (Mr. Bar- 
tholomew,) who said that this was not a 
natural right. I purpose to go even fur- 
ther than these members, and I say that 
it is not only not a natural right, but itis 
an unatural pretention, the exercise of 
which involves the abolition of all the 
distinctive characteristics implanted by 
Deity. 
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If this right is contemporaneous with 
our birth, and attaches naturally to our 
existence, whence cometh the power that 
withholds ir. for one score years and one? 
If it emauates from the special attributes 
of humanity, and is inseparable from it, 
why should age be the arbiter of its 
agency and determine the seasons of its 
being? Let those who declaim about God- 
given rights, reconcile their propositions, 
at least, to precepts of reason and the con- 
sistencicsof nature. If this is to be ex- 
tended, then tell us why it should not be 
extended in lhe future beyond all possi- 
bility of proscription, for all the reasons 
which induce us to confer this upon wo- 
men compel us to give it to minors. I am 
conscious of no organ of my nature par- 
ticularly constituted for voting or elec- 
tioneering. The right to air, to food, to 
sight, are natural rights, but they trace 
their titles to theoriginal instincts, theor- 
gans of our nature, and acknowledge no 
limitation by human authority. 

If suffrage be an inalienanlc right, let 
us know why it belongs to ageaud In 
what particular portion of our nature it 
inheres ; and unless it be demonstrated 
that it proceeds from a particular condi- 
tion, identical only with the age of ma- 
turity, then I want to know why all 
women are not born men, or why men 
are born so you?+ 

Even admitting that suffrage is a natu- 
ral right, yet there are no reasons why it 
should be exempt from the regulation 
dictated by experience and propriety. 
The right to labor and the right to eat 
are natural rights, but God says of what 
we shall eat and when we shall labor. 
Matrimony is a natural right. Even my 
worthy friend from Montgomery (AJr. 
Boyd) would not have a right to assume 
sucl~relationshiptomorethanonewomarr, 
or even to rrpresent their polirical senti- 
ments at the polls, or even to take one to 
wife witho!: t her consent, and the agency 
of a third party. So I say, even if it be a 
natural right it is subject to the s,rme re- 
strictions which were inaugurated when 
God called Adam and Eve ‘9 to dress and 
keep” the garden by the Euphrates, and 
circumscribed their rights hy xuthorira- 
tive revelation. So when God, the ruler 
of the universe, formed the Common- 
wealth of Israe , He anuounced no natural 
rights. He told them how they should 

govern their natures. The right to eat 
was a natural proclivity, but He dictated 
to them the proper food. They had a 
natural inclination to walk, but this was 
subordinated to restrictive degrees, when 
all but one were forbidden to enter the 
holy of holies. 

Therefore this is not such a privilege as 
by divine endorsement has been declared 
to be the common property of humanity 
and the universal heritage of every man ; 
and in vain, against all contravening phil- 
osophy, has religion been invoked to mar- 
shall public sentiment against legislative 
regulations, which ignores the supremacy 
of any such doctrine. Therefore, by what 
show of reason, by what plea of expedi- 
ency, by what exhibition of propriety are 
we to be influenced to contribute cur votes 
in behalf of this amendment? Certainly 
not because the majority of the women of 
Pennsylvania demand it. Even Lhe half 
score of women who present themselves 
here from day to day, ps all say, out of 
this great city of eight hundred thousand 
inhabitants, who are interesting them- 
selves in this matter, will not arrogate 
to themselves the office of representative 
of the whole of the female sex. Will 
they ask it because they are competent t0 
exercise it, and upon this alone? I will 
undertake to say that I will find one hun- 
dred minors for every one woman who 
has advocated this movement, by public 
declamation or by her presence upon this 
floor, who are equally competent to enjoy 
rhe same rights. I do not believe that 
even the most zealous advocates of this 
cause are prepared to encounter the un- 
pleasant exigencies which the adoption of 
this amendment would necessitate. I do 
not believe that the aqed gentleman from 
Delaware (Mr. Broomall) would be will- 
ing to superintend the culinary depart- 
ment, while the wife was upon the 
hustinys, making herself the target cf 
jeers and sneers frown a mot,ley assem- 
blage. I do not believe that the youthful 
gentleman from Philadelphia (Mr. Camp- 
bell) would be willing to (irop p;lregorir 
to the teething b;tby, while the wife was 
carrying a flaming transparorlcpin a riot- 
ous procession. I do not believe that the 
gentleman from Chester (Mr. Darlington) 
or the aged gentleman who quotes the old 
law book (Mr. Horton) would be willing 
tosing lullabies to a petulent infant, while 
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the wife was sitting at the polls of some 
ward precinct trying to coax stubborn 
figures toexhibit the triumphant election 
of some defeated candidate. 

I admit all that has been said upon this 
floor in praise of the heroines of the past, 
and of women in general, and I could 
have no greater admiration of them had 
I looked upon all type? of beauty from 
the Audalusians, immortalized by Mnril- 
lo, to the famous Circassians of Rabardo. 
I will detract nothing from the reputa- 
tion of her who framed the code of laws 
which Peter the gieat was witliout, and 
which are now preserved in the Imperial 
academy of St. Petersburg BS a testimony 
to the wisdom of their author and the es- 
teem in which she is held; nor of her 
who was the fellow student of Voltaire, 
and who, in the language of another, 
“traveled with him through the sublime 
mazes of philosophy, unwound the eter- 
nal denses of the sky, and wrote her name 
among the stars beside those of Newton 
and Leibnitz,” but I do say that they 
would have been no better had they been 
clothed with all the rights which are now 
claimed for women. Leander would not 
have swam the Hellspont with moreskill 
or zeal if the object of his efforts had been 
clothed all over with political powers and 
political favors ; and even Eve’s appetite 
would not have been more controllable 
had she been registered aa a voter in the 
garden of Paradise, and I say to these fair 
ones who now come here, and by their 
presence and their efforts seek to secure 
the endorsement of this measure, I say, 
even to them, that it is a privilege to 
which “ distance lends enchantment ;” 
and if they should ever enjoy it at the 
expense of OUT deprivation, then we can 
allsincerely exclaim, aa the king of Syria 
said to Benhadad, king of Israel, ‘&let 
not him who putterh on the harness boast 
as him who putteth it OR..” For these 
reasons, Mr. Chairman, because I desire 
that woman should remain as she is and 
has been, that I oppose any efforts which 
seeks to equalize her with man, whose 
heart never beat with the same feelings, 
never throbbed with the same affections 
and warmed with the same love. When 
I shake hands with every earthly pleas- 
ure and enjoyment may my last recollec- 
tions of woman, and all the pleasant 
memories which cluster around that 

name, be associated with the gentle mis- 
tress of the home circle, the presiding au- 
gel, who sitteth by the fireside of love. 
teaching lisping infancy to syllable pray- 
ers to God, and ever nourished thar fount 
of life which ‘A overfloweth most when 
greatest nnnlbers drink;” aud that thin 
may be I cotnmend to those who advocate 
this cause, the beautiful and appropriate 
words of one of the most talented of their 
sex : 

“ Sisters, womcm, while piling the blaz- 
ing beacons that signal your resistance to 
thraldom, old as the earth and titne, take 
heed lest you trample out the fires round. 
your own hearthstones. Have mercy 
upon the humble flowers springing close 
to your doors. ” 

Mr. HOPKINS, Mr. Chairman: It is 
now fifteen minutes of the hour fixed for 
taking the final vote upon the pending 
question. There are several gent emen 
here who feel aggrieved upon account of 
their arguments, as they conceive, having 
been misrepresented, and therefore, sir. 
I shall yield the floor to those gentlemen, 
and if it is the pleasure of the Conven- 
tion to vote at one o’clOck I will be ready. 
I therefore yield the floor. 

Mr. IWALLISTER. Jfr. Chairman: T 
desire to make a few remarks, as chair- 
man of the committee that presented this 
report ; I believe it is not a matter of right 
but a matter of courtesy. 

The CHAIRNAN. The Chair will sug- 
gest to the gentleman from Centre (Mr. 
M’Allister) that upon second reading the 
question will be open fur discussiou. The 
gentleman from Franklin (Mr. Sharpe) 
rose to secure the floor, and the Chair felt 
anxious to grant it to him ; and there are 
several other gentlemen who wish to 
speak. Of course there are but a few 
minutes left. If the gentleman from Cen- 
tre (Mr. hl’zlllister) yields the floor, the 
Chair will give it to the gentleman fronl 
Franklin (Xr. Sharpe) for a moment. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Mr. Chairman : Before 
the gentleman proceeds I desire to make 
a motion, which will perhaps be for the 
benefit of all concerned. 

I move that the hour be extended CII 
two oclock. 

The CIIAIRPAN. If the gentleman wil: 
reflect he will see that such :I motion c’+n- 
not be made in committee of the whole. 

. ’ 
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He can move that the committee rise for 
the purpose of making that motion. 

Mr. HOPKINS. I make that motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 

IN COXWENTION. 

1Mr. LAWRENCE. Mr.President: The 
committee of the whole has had under 
consideration the report of the Committee 
oc Suffrage, Election and Representa- 
tion, and has instructed me, for a special 
purpose, to report progress and ask leave 
to sit arain. 

The PREsIDENTpro tern. The chairman 
of tbe committee of the whole reporls that 
the committee has had under considera- 
tion the report of the Committee on Suf- 
frage, Elecclon and Representation, and 
has instructed him to report progress for 
a sneciai purpose, and ask leave to sit 
again. The question is, shall the com- 
mittee have leaveto sit again? 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Mr. President: To 
prevent any misapprehension, I will say 
rhat the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
Hopkins) proposes to make a motion 
which is in accord with the object for 
which the committee rose. 

>fr. ~1OPKINS. Mr. President: I was 
about to make a motion that the hour for 
raking the vote upon this question be ex- 
Lended to two o’clock. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. President: I 
rise to a point of order. Tsubmit Chat the 
motion of the gentleman from Washing- 
ton (Mr. Hopkins) is not in order. The 
Convention, this morning, by a decided 
vote, adopted a resolution thaG debate on 
this snbjec: should cease at one o’clock 
to-day. Now the only way to get at the 
question is to move to reconsider that 
vote. It is not in order for any gentleman 
to moveto exteudthehourtotwoo'olock, 
since the vote upon Lhe resolution of this 
morning has not been re.considered. I 
therefore submit that the motion of the 
gentleman from Washington (Mr. IIop- 
kins) is out of order. 

kfr. ~ARLXIVGTON. Allow me to SUg- 
gest that we will get at it more quickly 
by a motion to rescind the order made 
this morning, and extend the time. I 
ltlalte that motion. 

The PRESIDENT~YO~~~. The Chairis 
ot’ opinion that before the Convention 
can take into consideration the question 
a~ all the Convention must determine 

whether the committee shall have leave 
to sit again. 

The question being, shall the colnmittec 
of the whole have leave to sit again, it 
was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT~~O tern. When shall 
the commirtee have leave to sit again? 

Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. President: I 
raised a point of order. I tried to stateit 
clearly, but the Chair has not decided that 
point of order yet. I maintain that the 
Chair is bound to decide it. The point 
was that the Convention having resolved 
that debateon this subject should cease at 
one o’clock, the question can only be re- 
opened by a motion to re-consider that 
vote. 

TheP~~sr~~~~p?.~tern. TheChairwill 
state that the question now before the 
Convention is : When shall the cournlit- 
tee have leave to sit again? 

Mr. J. R. READ. On Monday. 

The PRESIDBNT pro tem. Monday is 
named. Tf no other time is named- 

[Several delegates. “NOW.” “ X0\\-*” 
“Immediasely.“] 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I move that the NILI- 
mittee have leave to sit when this q~tes- 
tion is decided. 

The PRESIDENT pro tern. The questiorl 
will first be upon the farthest time nall~ed. 

The question being upon fixing upt,fl 
Monday as the time when the comnlirtce 
should have leave to sit again, it W:L~ not 
agreed to. 

The PRESIDESTJWO tern. The question 
now is upon giving the committee leave 
to sit immediately. 

&Xr. AINEY. When this question is Uo- 
termined--- 

The PRESIDENT pro tern. When sanll 
the committee have leave to sit to-d:ig ? 

[Several delegates. I‘ One o’clock. “1 
ThePRESIDENTpTOle% R'oothercill~o 

being named, the committee will sit to- 
day at one o’clock. 

Mr. HOPKINS. T move that the hour 
be extended to two o’cloclr. 

The PREYIDENT~YO tern. Now the point 
of order of the gentleman from Philadei- 
phia (Mr. Woodward) comes in. The 
Chair will sustain that point of order, bold- 
ing it to be well taken ; and decides that 
the question can be brought before the 
body only by re-considering the resol(i- 
tion which was passed this morning. 



CONSTITUTIOXAL CONVENTION. 6% 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I move tore-consider 
the vote. 

Atr. I)ARLINOT~X. I Second it. 

Mr. WOODJVARD. Ou that motion I call 
for the yeas-- 

The PREMDEYT pro tern. Tke Chair 
having sustained the motion of the gen- 
tlenlan from Philadelphia, (Mr. W,Rotj- 
ward,) a motion is now made to re-con- 
sider the vote by which the resolution of 
this morning was adopted. 

Mr. CORBETT. Mr. President: The 
gentlemau from Chester (Mr. Dsrlington) 
voted in the negative. He cannot thrre- 
fore second the motion to re-consider. 

Jlr.JrJo. PRICE WETIIWBELI,. Isecond 
it, Mr. President. I voted with the ma- 
jority. 

The question being npon the motion to 
re-consider, the yeas and nays were re- 
qcired by Mr. Corbett and .\lr. Wood- 
ward, and were as follow, viz: 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Addicks, Ainey, Biker, Bar- 
tholomew, Beebe, Biddle, Rlack, J. S, 
Hrodhead, Rroomsll, Brown, Ruckalew, 
Campbell, Caesidy. Clark, Cochran, Cor- 
son. Curry, Dallas. Darlingtoo, DrFrance, 
Dunning, l+Xliott, Ellis, Ewing, Fell, Fnl- 
ton, Gibson, Gowen, H:lll, Heverin, Hop- 
ltins,Florton, Howard, Knight. Lawrence, 
Lear, M’hllister, ,\i’(‘arnxnt, XI’Clean 
Mann, Alantor. JIetEger, nfott, Riles, Pal: 
nier, 0. W., Palmer, H. W., Patton. 
Pughe; Pnrviance, Sam’1 A., Reed, John 
l:., Rooke, Sharpe, Smith, H. G., Struth- 
ers, Temple, Turrell, Walker, Wetberill, 
.J. >1., Whnrr.v, White, David N., White, 
J. W. F. and Wright-G?. 

NAYS. 

Messrs. Achenbach, .irnlstrong, Baer. 
Baily, (Perry,), Railey, (Huntingdon,) 
Rannan, Rarclay, Bardnley. Rl;tck, 
Charles A., Bownlan, Boyd, Collins, 
Crbrbett, Cronmiller, Davis, Edw;trds, 
Flnney, Gilpin, Guthrie, Hanna, Har- 
vey, Hay, Hazzard, Hetrlphill, Hnn- 
sicker, Lilly, Littleton, Lrlng, M’Connell, 
AI’~:nlloch, Minor, Parsons, Patterson, D. 
\Y., Patterson, T. H. R., Porter, Reynolds. 
James L., Ross, Rnnk, Russell, Simpson. 
Smith, Henry W., Stnirh, W. H., Stsn- 
ton. Wetherill, Jno. Price and Wood- 
ward-45. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

40 

ABSENT OR NOT VOTINct.--MBSSrS. Al- 
ricks, Andrews, Carey, Car:er, Church, 
Craig, Cnrtin, Cuyler, Dimmick, Dodd, 
Fnnclc, Kaine, Lamberton, Landis, M’- 
Murray, MacVeagh, Newlin, Pnrman, 
Pnrviance. John N., Heed, Andrew, Rey- 
nolds, S. H., Stewart, Van Reed, White, 
II.irry, Worrell aud Meredith, Fresi- 
dent--Z% 

Prior to the announcement of the vote. 
Mr. W~ODWARD. I call the attention 

of the Cbalr to the fact that the hour of 
one o’clock has arrived. 

The PXESIDENT pro lem. The Chair 
considers itself under obligation to re- 
ceive rhe vote which has just been taken, 
and after the vote his been declared the 
Chair will announce that thehour has ar- 
rived for the Convention to go into com- 
mittee of the whole. The rote smnds: 
Yeas sisry-two; nays forty-five. So the 
motion is agreed to. 

Mr. HOPKIXS. I rise for the purpose of 
asking the Chair a question. As I under- 
stand the vote which has just been taken, 
it was upon a motion to re-consider the 
vote by which a resolution was adopted, 
this morning, declaring that all debate 
upon the question of woman suffrage 
should tertninate at one o’al,ock. The 
Convention has agreed tore-consider that 
vote, and now I ask in what position is 
that resolution now placed before this 
Convention I Is the question an open one . 
for amendment or not? If it is net an 
open question, and the Ccnrention goes 
into committee of the whole at this time, 
we shall be just preoiselp in the same po- 
sition HS when the committee rose. Kow 
I desire to krrow of the Chair whether it is. 
competent for the Convention to extend 
the hour at which this &hate shall ter-- 
minate. 

Mr. Wooaw~n~.’ Not afteroneo’clock. 
has arrived. You cannot extend the de-- 
bare on this quesrion-afterone o’clock has* 
arrived. 

Mr. hIANN. I rise to a point of order. 
The Convention having re-considered the I 
vote taken on the resolution to terminate 
the debate on this question at one o’clock, 
the resolution is now an open question. 

The PREY~DENT~O~~~. TheChairde-- 
cidfs,nltbough the decision may be wrong, 
that the Convention having decided to go. 
illtocorrllllitteeof thewhole,that the Chair-. 
is bound by that order, and that the rote-. 

‘ 
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which has just been taken was made to 
re-consider a motion made in the forepart 
of the day. That vote does not annul or 
undo what the Convention has voted in 
respect to going into committee of the 
whole. Mr. Lawrence will please take 
the chair. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. I am of the opinion 
that the re-consideration of the resolution 
leaves the question au open one, and 
some difficulty may arise in the commit- 
tee of the whole, whether the time of the 
debate is restricted or not. 

The PRESIDENT pro tern. The Chair 
will endeavor to avoid any further diffi- 
culty by calling the gentleman to the 
Chair. 

IN COXMITTEE OF TEE WHOLE. 

The Convention then went into com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Lawrence in the 
chair. 

The CECAIRYAN. The question is upon 
the first section of the article reported by 
the Committee on Suffrage and Election. 
The amendment of the gentleman from 
Delaware (Mr. Broomall) is before the 
committee. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I desire to know ex- 
actly the position of things. I ask the 
question of the Chair. The resolution, 
limiting the debate to one o’clock, having 
been re-considered, the question I ask is, 
whether we are now in committee of the 
whole without a limit to debate, orwheth- 
er we are in committee of the whole with 
a limit to debate ? 

Bfr. WOODWARD. I rrse to a point of 
order: and it is, that the speech of the 
gentiemanfrom Delaware (Mr. Broomall) 
is not in order. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I am asking a ques- 
tion of the Chair. 

The CHAIRJIAN. .The gentleman has a 
perfect right to do that, but he will recol- 
lect that it is not the province of the 
chairman of the committee of the whole 
to decide points of order, unless they have 
reference to proceedings while in com- 
mittee of the whole. 

Mr. BROOMALL. That is precisely the 
question I designed asking the Chair. I 
believe the Chair decides I am in order 
and shall not be interrupted. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Philadelphia (&1r. Woodward) will not 
interrupt the gentleman. 

, 

Mr. BROOXIALL. Mr. Chairman : I de- 
sire to know whether we arc, in commit- 
tee of the whole, without a limit to debate 
upon this question of woman suffrage, in 
consequence of t,he vote, limiting the de- 
bate having been re-considered, or wheth- 
er we are still limited to the time tixetl 
by the resolution that was adopted this 
morning in the Convention? 

Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. Chairman: I 
rise to a point of order. Idonot suppose 
that the gentleman from Delaware (Mr. 
Broomall) has an indefeasible right to the 
floor of the Convention, and I suppose 
that I have a right to raise a point of or- 
der. 

The CEAIRMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. WOOD~ARD. The point of order 
I wish to place before the Chair is this: 
The Convention decided this morning 
that the vote in committee of the whole 
upon this loathsome question should be 
taken at one o’clock. I submit to the 
committee that this is the rule by which 
the Chair is now to be governed in com- 
mittee of the whole, for that resolution 
has never been rescinded. The Conven- 
tion did agree to re-consider the resolu- 
tion, but a vote was not taken to recon- 
sider it, and it is therefore the law for 
the committee of the whole and its chair- 
“la”. 

The CEAIRXAX. The Chair is as ans- 
ious as any gentlernanon this floor to per- 
mit this question to go on, because there 
are several gentlemen who are desirous 
of addressing the Convention upon this 
subject who have failed to obtain the floor 
for the past two days. One of these gen- 
tlemen signed the minority report, and 
the Chair feels desirous that the discus- 
sion should proceed, bat as the point of 
order has been raised by the ge.jtleman 
from Philadelphia (Mr. Woodward) the 
Chair is bound-- 

Air. HOPKINS. Before the Chair de- 
cides, I desire 10 say that the point 01 
order raised by the gentleman from Phil- 
adelphia, (LMr. Woodward,) with all due 
respect to him, is not well taken, and for 
this reason-- 

The CHAIRNAN. Will the Convention 
give the gentleman from Washington 
(Air. Hopkins) permission to proceed ? 

[Cries of *‘aye,?’ i‘ aye.“] 
The CHAIRUAN. Will the gentleman 

state his opinion in respect to the position 
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of this question. The Chair is desirous 
to hear the opinions of the members of 
the Convention. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Mr. ChArlnan : It 
seems that some of the tnembers of the 
Convention are in doubt as LO this ques- 
tion-1 certainly do not desire rhac the 
Convention or the cottlrnittee should fall 
intoan error. The gentleman from Phila- 
delphia (Mr. Woodward) has raised this 
point of order: The Collventicn having 
tlecicied this morning that a vote on the 
woman suffrage question should be taken 
at ooe o’chck. therefore it is not in order 
KO proceed wih the debate. I take the 
converse of that position for the &mple 
reason-and one which is entirely satis- 
factory in my own opinion--that the vote 
to which the gentleman refers h;rs been 
re-consitiered by a solemn vote of this 
Convention, arid the resolutioll, therefore, 
stands before the Conventiott as though 
no action had been taken II~:HI IL. 

arl-. hRXSTRONQ. Jlr. Chrirm~n : I 
suppose it is nor, ooltrpeteht f\)r the corn-- 
lniiteeol’the whole to reverse L juognront 
of the Convention. 

Nr. HOPKINS. I beg the gentleman’s 
pardorl. It was the Convention that re- 
versed that decision. 

Mr. ARYYTRONQ. I will make lIlyself 
understood. The Conventiotk will re- 

. member when this resolution was before 
IL that the motion to reconsider did not 
rescind the previous vote, hecause the 
Convention had not so voted. That 
stands as a decision in this Convention, 
nnappealed froln, and therefore conclu- 
sively binding upon the chairman of this 
committee. 4s the question stands now, 
I hold that the chairman of the commit- 
tee cannot render a decision at variance 
with the one given by the President pro 
te+n of the Convention, which distinntly 
was that a nlotioo to re-consider the reso- 
lution did nnt reecind it, but simply 
brought the question within the control 
of rhe Convention, if they had chosen 10 
act upon it, but they did not. Therefore 
I raise the point of order that the Presi- 
dent pro lent of the Convention, having 
decided that the motion to take the vote 
at one o’clock, was not rescined by the 
motion tore-consider, it is binding upon 
the chairman of the committee of the 
whole and ihac no debate is now in 

Mr. B~oox~Lr~. Nr. Chairnlan : - 
Air. BUCKALEW. I desire to make a 

correction in - 
The CHAIRF~AN. Will the pent!emnn 

froln Delaware (JIr. Broomall) yield the 
floor ? 

Mr. RROOXALL. Yes; but I desire to 
retain my right to follow the gentleman. 

Mr. BUCKALEW. JIr. Chairman : Our 
accomplished and intelligent Prosident 
pro tena of the Convention, decided that 
the motion tr, re- tonsi ler did not reszin$ 
the previous vote of the Convention to 
Lerminate the debate upon this question 
in committee of the whole at one o’clock. 
He made a new decision upon a very re- 
markable point, to wit: That when a 
legislative body has solemnly re-con- 
sidered aformer resolurion that that reso- 
lution shall *till srand as law. I never 
h&ard such a proposition before, and I 
hope I shall never hewr of it again. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I desire to settle this 
vexed matter. I see that the committee 
is tired of it. I am satisfied thatthe gen- 
tleman Dum Columbia (Mr. Buckalew) 
is right in his positiou upon the qoestiorl 
of order, and that unlimited debate upon 
thissubject is in order ; but I think that 
the chairnlan of the colnmittee thinks 
otherwise, and I do not liesire to trespass 
upon the Convention, because I know 
there are other gentle’nen here who de- 
biro to be hoard upon Lhis question. 

The CHAIRNAN. The Chair expresses 
no opinion, but a decision having been 
renderecl by the Presidentpro teln of the 
Convention, that the vute to re-consider 
the resolution, upon thu question now be- 
fijre the coinmittee, did not ,leare the 
resolution open for consideration, t6e 
.Chair feels bound to say that this deci- 
sion is binding upon the chairman of the 
committee of the whole. 

Mr. BROONALL. Mr. Chairman : Oh. 
no. He did not so decide. 

The CIIAIRXAN. I understood the 
President of the Convention to so decide, 
and the gentletllan is well awtire that the 
chairman of the comlldttee of the whole 
has no right to go behind the decision of 
the chairman of the Convention. 

Mr. BROOI~ALL. Mr. Chairman : ;My 
plan is to cut this thing short by with- 
drawing the amendment at this time and 
ra-offering it in the House onsecond read- 
ing. That will remove it from s aC pre- 
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sent, and it can be celled up again when 
these gentlemen who desire to speak upon 
the sul,joct, and who have been cut off by 
tile proceedings of this session, can be 
hoard. 

The CRIIRMAN. The Chair will state 
that be has said privately to some gentlc- 
mcu who desire to be beard upon this 
question that they can have an opportu- 
tlicy of doing so in the Conventiou. The 
Chtir does not, of course, desire to inter- 
fere with debate. 

The gentleman from Delaware (Mr. 
Broomall) withdraws his amendment. 

~~.SIMP~ON. 1 rise to a point of order. 
The amendment of rhe gentleman from 
Delaware was supplemented by another 
amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Indiana (AIt-. Harry \Yhire) and 
tire gentleman from Delaware cannot, 
therefore, withdraw his amendment. 

The CEIAIIUAN. If the gentleman 
from Philadelphia (Mr. Simpson) will 
turn his attention to rule fifteen lie will 
find that before a vote is taken the mover 
of an amendment cau withdraw an 
aurendmeut which, of course, carries 
with it the amendment to the auremd- 
1llenI. 

Mr. BROOXALL. Mr. Cbairmau: Then 
I withdraw the ameudtnent. 

Mr. WHERRY. Mr. Chairman : Then 
I renew ia. 

Mr. HAY. Mr. Chairman : I arise to a 
point of order. 

The CHAIRNAN. As the Chair under- 
stands his duty ho will be compelled to 
put this question, although it is after one 
o’ckxl;, but he wouhi suggest to the gen- 
tleman from Cmnbetland (i\Ir. Wherry) 
that it would perhaps be better to wuith- 
draw the amendment which he has re- 
newed and allow it to come up iu the 
House on second reading. 

Mr. WHERRY. Mr.Chairulan: I with- 
draw the amendment. 

The CHAIRNAN. The gentleman from 
hllegheny (Mr. Hay) will state his point 
of order. 

Mr. HAY. Mr. Chairman : My point 
oforder is that under tliefifreenrh rulcof 
this House a motion can not be with- 
drawn after it has been hmendad: There 
was an amendment otfered to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Delaware. 

The CHAIRNAN. If the gentleman 
rotu Allegheny will read the rule again 

he will tind that an amendment can ?t 
he withdr.rwn atttr it has been amend d. 
In this lase rho aluondmcnc of the g (1 - 
tlcntan from Delaw;ne was not amend ti : 
an :arrzendmenr to it was only of&red. 

Mr. d. I\-. I?. WAITE. 1lr. Chnirm n: 
I IIIOW that the committee riso, rcl rt 
progress and ask leave to sic again. 

The CIXAIRX~N. The Chair sllgg, .ts 
to the gentleman from Allegheny ( Ir. 
J. W. 1”. White) that he had better \v .h- 
draw his motion and let a vo:e be tal (on 
on the question. 

hiri CanrPBELL. >Ir. Chairman : I iSe 
to 3 poitic of order. The auiot~d~~~etit Las 
bean withdrawn, ilnd there is not1 ng 
before t ho Huusc. 

The CEIAIIE.MAN. The question is on 
the szctiori. 

Air. J. \V. F. WHITE. Xir. Chairm n : 
I xv:11 witinirtw my motiou if we 2nr 
have n vote. 

The Cnaraixas. Thequestion is, tl zn, 
npon the first soctlon of the rep& of the 
Committco on SufDage, Election lid 
Rcpreseuration. 

Air. CoLLINS. Mr. Ch~iilll:tIl : I < i’tt 
the follo~v~riy:~rnendlnt?rlt : To strike out 
rhewords ‘* two months,” a.nd insert. six- 
ty days.“ 

hlr. COLLINS. Xr. Cb~irnlan : I ust 

wish to call the attention of the co!ll iric- 
tee to the f&t tbxt considerable dithc rlt;\ 
could arise in regard to the words “ two 
mooth3” being usect Ilore, because tllf w iN 
no tclhng what is meant ‘oy two tnoi ths, 
whether you tnean two calendar mc iths 
or otherwise. Iht if you make it six- 
ty days, then it is explicit, and el or-- 
body can understand ir. There wi I lx 
no I~~ianniierstauclin~ wlrat is mcari, in 
the Constitution in regard to the mat- 
ter, whether you mean lunar montl18 ~31‘ 
calendar months. This ditiiculty r~ur> 
arise if the present language of ‘two 
months” be retained, but if it be As- 
ty deys” you so put it chat every man 
cau understand it., and there mill 1 se no 
mistake about it. 

Mr. SILES. Mr. Chairman : I 0lX ‘r the 
following aulendment : 

The CEIAIRMAN. To theamendn ent? 
Mr. Krttcs. Mr. Chairman : Ko, P IB ; to 

the section. I thought the amend Itlent 
had been voted ou. 

Mr. C. A. BLACE. Mr. Cbairm In: B 
move to amend the amendment, by ‘irik- 
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ing out ‘%ixty days” aud inserting “nine- 
iy days.” . 

Mr. BUCKALEW. Mr. Chairman : I will 
merely remark here that the Committee 
on SufEage, on all these occasions of oom- 
pnting time, have used the term “month” 
or “months,” and for this reason, that 
the length of time or the number of days 
in months vary, and will be simpler and 
more convenient to election officers to 
oompute time from the same clay in any 
lnonth to the same dap in succeeding 
months, without stopping to calculate 
how many days it would take for the 
same space of time. We have to carry 
these computations over different periods 
of the year, and we have uniformly used 
the term “months” as more simple and 
convenient for election boards and for the 
pOpIt% 

The amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. 

Mr. CAXPBTTLL. Mr. Chairman : I move 
to amend. as follows : 

To strike ant ‘*sixty days,” and insert 
66 one month.” 

Mr. CA~IPDELL. Mr. Chairman: I do 
not desire to speak upon this question. I 
merelywish tosaythat Iofferthisamend- 
Inent for the reason I gave theother day, 
and which I do not now propose to re- 
pent ; that this section as it stands would 
practically disfranchise a great many of 
the poor men of large cities, whoare com- 
pelled to remove within a brief period be- 
fore the election. Longer residence is 
designed to prevent colonization and per- 
sonarions. The Commirtre on Suffrage, 
Election and Representation having pm- 
\-id& R)r small precincts, they will ac- 
complish the same purpose sought to be 
obtained by longer residence. 

The ameudmeut to the amendment was 
rejected. 

The atnendmenc was rejected. 

Mr. NIr.Es. hlr. Chairman : I offer the 
following amendment: 

To amend section one, byinsertingafrer 
the word~%lection~‘theu;ords“withintwo 
years paid a State or county tux, which 
shall have been assessed at Least two 
months before the election.” 

Mr. GOWEN. Mr. Chairman: I offer 
the following arnendlnent to the amend- 
ment : 

To insert the word ‘( having ” before the 
word “within.” I am in favor ‘6f the 

amendment, and was preparing one when ’ 
the gentleman from Potter offered hi&. *: 

Xr. K-ILES. Mr. Chairman: I accept 
the amendment. I have no desire to 
make any remarks upon this question at 
this tirne. My amendment merely re-in- 
states a clause that is in the Constitution 
as it stands to-day. I believe that this is 
a benedcial amendment. We ha,ve been 
making the right of suffrage ‘cheap 
enough, to sty the least, and there ought 
to be somethirrg to connect the voter with 
rhe government under which he lives. 

I.believe, for many reasons, that this 
arneudment ought to be made, but I have 
no desire, at this time, to make any ex- 
tended remarks in bvor of it. 

Mr. LILLY. Mr. Chairman : I am in 
favor of this amendment, and wish to 
stare to the rommirteo the reason of it. 
It is simply this: Every voter who de- 
sires to put his hand to the government 
and help to rnonlrI it, should help pay 
the expelIs s of that government, and 
should assist in sosharing these expo!lses 
to the extent of his ability. If it is five 
cents, let him pay five cents. If it is five 
dollars, or any other amount, let him pay 
according to his wealth. But every man 
who votes ought to pay something to- 
ward the support of the government un- 
der which he lives, and which he desires 
to assist in moulding. 

Mr. TUBRELL. Mr. Chairman: I de- 
sire only to say that I will vote for this 
amendment because I look upon it as an 
additional safeguard to the purity of the 
ballot. In all our discussions here we 
have endeavored to throw safeguards 
around the right of sufl?age. Now I be- 
lieve this will be an aid in determining 
the qualifications of a voter. It is an ad- 
ditional safeguard thrown around the 
right of voting. 

I do not propose to extcmd my re- 
marks, but oxily desire to call the attten- 
tion of tho committee to this view of this 
suhj ect. We have had this provision 
since the existence of the government, 
and I see no reason why we should not 
continue it. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Chairman : The good 
Rook tells LIS that “whereaman’streasure 
is there will his heart be also.” I shall 
rote to insert this tax qualification, be- 
cause I believe that a man will have 
some interest in the government when 
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he pays something towards its support. 
I am of the opinion that, if there had 
been some direct tax imposed by the gov- 
ernment of the United States upon the 
aouthern States for a number of years 
hefore the late rebellion, there wnuld 
have been no rebellion. They would 
have felt. some interest in the govern- 
ment, because some of their money was 
in that government. For that reason, 
that it will strengthen a man’s interest in 
his government, I sustain and will vote 
for this amendment. 

Mr. CLARK. hfr. Cbairman: I move 
to amend the amendment, by adding at 
the end the following proviso : 

“Provided, That freemen, being citizens 
of the United States, between the ages of 
twenty-one and twenty-two years, having 
resided in the State one year, and in the 
election district two months, as afore- 
said, shall be entitled to vote, although 
they shall not have paid laxes.” 

The CHAIR&IAN. Does the gentleman 
from Iodiana (Mr. Clark) desire that to 
be inserted at the end of the section or at 
the end of Ihe amendment? 

Mr. CLARK. Xr. Cbairman: ,4t the 
end of the amendment. 

Mr. J. W. F. WHITE. Mr. Chairtnan : 
I only desire to say that I shall vote for 
this amendment. I did so in committee, 
and I will do so here, on this ground : I 
think every person who enjoys the right 
of suffrage in a state ought to feel that 
he owes something to the State. He 
ought to feel that be should contribute of 
his mite, however little that may be, for 
the support of the government. There 
should be a tie between him and the 
State. Tho amount. of tax is ot very little 
consequence It is the principle involved 
in the thing; and I say that every man 
whoenjoys the right of voting ought to 
feel tlfat he owes something to the 
State. 

Mr. SIJIPSON. Mr. Chairman: I will 
suggest to tire gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. Clark) that he wilhdraw his amend- 
ment until we vote on the question of in- 
serting the tax clause, and then he can 
offer his amendlllent at the end of the 
clause, where it properly belongs. 

Mr. CLARK. Mr. Chairman: I have 
no objection to do as the gentleman 
from Philudolpbia (Ur. Simpson) sug- 
gests. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment to 
the amendment is withdr:awn. 

Mr. DSRLINQTON. Mr. Chairman : 
The committee are hardly in the right 
temper just now, so near the close of the 
day’s session, to consider a proposition so 
important as this. The Committee on 
Suffrage, Election and Representation 
have proposed an entire change in this 
respect-a fuudamental change, indeed, 
in the qualifications of electors, such as 
has never existed in the State. They 
have entirelp stricken from the Constitu- 
tion the tax qualification. Now, sir, what 
do they mean by this? They are allow- 
ing those to vote, not only at our general 
elections, bnt at our county elections, our 
township elections, our borough elec- 
tions, our city elections, who have no 
manner of stake in the government, rote 
to pot themselves in office, to impose ex- 
penses and taxes, debts upon the com- 
Iliunity, when they themselves cannot 
be obliged to pay one farthing-no share 
of the burdens and all of the benefits. 

Now I am opposed to that. Every man 
living in this free government oogbt tl) 
be ready aud willing, under all circuun- 
stances, to contribute bis mile, although 
it may be small, his proper proportion, 
according to his means, to support the 
government, not only State, but munici- 
pal and local, everywhere. 

I would like to bear fr*nn the chairman 
of the committee which reported this, as 
towbathasactuatedtbemio strikingfrom 
the Constitution so important a provisIon 
as this has always been esteemed to be. 

Mr. EWINGI. Mr. Chairman: I shall 
vote for this amendment: first, because I 
think that every man that votes ought to 
contribute something for lhe sup-port of 
government ; and, second, as a safeguard 
in elections. I look upon it as worth 
more than all the new provisions that the 
committee bas reported. 

Mr. BoFY'YAN. Mr. Chairman : It does 
really seem to me as though the gentle- 
men present had not considered the im- 
portance of this question. 

Now it is proposed by the committee 
to effect a radical change in point of tsxa- 
tion as a qualification to the right cf suf- 
frace. This is a reform Convention, for- 
sooth, proposing to open the door to a 
band of gypsies, if you please, that are 
to-day encamped upon the banks of the 
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Delaware river, and in two months there- 
after, on the day of election, they make 
their appearance upon the shores of lake 
Erie, and step up to the polls and deposit 
their votes without contributing one cent 
towards the support of the government. 

Again, sir, we know that they can vote 
themselves into office if they have the 
requisite number. They can vote Lo im- 
pose taxes upon the individualswho hsve 
property, wirhom contributing one dollar 
themselves. It is a very strange thiug 
to me that the commitree, composed of 
such wise gentlemen as it is, should sup- 
p+rt a proposition, in all houesty and so- 
berness, to be submitted to the gentleulen 
composing this Convention, and say that 
we should incorporate into the funda- 
nlental law of our State, that any mau can 
step up to the polls and vote without pay- 
ing one cent for rhe support of the govern- 
ment, county or municipality in which 
be resides. To me it is a monstrous pro- 
position. Ko man can forptell the injury 
that will ensue by adopting the report of 
this committee, and I hope it will not be 
adopted as it is. 

I am in favor of the amendment offered 
bp thegentlemanfromTioga, (Mr. Niles,) 
and I shall vote for that amendment; and 
I chall vote aiaiust every proposition to 
change the fundamental law of our State, 
by which vagabonds nnd stragglers shall 
have a right to step up to the election 
polls and cast a vote which will count 
just as muoh 8s the man whose property 
is taxed thousands of dollars. To that 
proposition I am opposed. I will never 
vobe for it. 

Mr. H. G. SMITH. Mr. Chairman : This 
is a question which consumed a very large 
portion of the time of the Conventiou of 
1838 in its discussion. In that body it 
was fully considered in all its bearings. 
Objections were made that it was impos- 
ing a property qualifiration, and appeals 
were made in behalf of the poor man, and 
prejudices were endeavored to be excited 
agaiust the rich classes of the commu- 
nity, but the clause was finally retained. 

Now, sir, I ask any man, who is famil- 
iar with the politics of this country and 
with its workings in elections, what has 
been the result of il ? 

Ie may be possible that the retention of 
the tax clause had added somewhat to 
the amount of revenue &rived for coun- 

ty and State purposes, but what is the 
practical operation upon the ballot ? I do 
not know how it may be elsewhere, but I 
do know this, sir, that it has come to be, 
in cities, a source of corruption. No man 
need pay a tax at all, in these days, in 
order to secure the right to vote, if he is 
mean enough to say : I‘ I will not vote un- 
til my taxes are paid.” Political parties 
are forced to provide for the payment of 
the taxes of certain classes at every cam- 
paign, and I have known a man who has 
been taxed amounting to twelve dollars, 
who refused to vote until they were paid. 

It has grown to be an agency of corrup- 
tion. If the gains in revenue will coun- 
terbalauce this, then let us retain the tax 
qualification. If they will not, and taxes 
sufficient for county and State purposes 
oan otherwise be collected than by maiu- 
taining it, let us strike it out and accept 
the amendment which the committee 
has reported, for, in my judgment, it is 
to-day nothing but one of the means and 
sources9f corruption. 

Mr. GOWEN. Mr. Chairman : I think 
the gentleman from Tioga (Mr. Niles) has 
somewhat amended the resolution since 
ic was read. Will the Clerk please read 
the amendment ? 

The CLERK mad : 
“And having, within two years, and at 

least one month before the elecrion, paid 
a State or county tax, which shall have 
been assess&at least two months before 
the election.” 

Mr. Gow~rr. Mr. Chairman : The Con- 
ventioa wilt see that, as the amendment 
now reads, the payment of tax must be 
made ab least a month before the elec- 
tion, and it must be assessed at least two 
mouths before the election ; hence, if the 
present amendment is adopted, while it 
will secure the right which all of us 
ooght to have, namely: That no one 
should exercise the right of suffrage 
without contributing his share of the ex- 
penses of the government, to the extent 
of his ability; yet the fact that the tax 
must be paid at least a month before the 
election will take away that evil of gra- 
tuitous tax receipts on the day of elec- 
tion, which are paid for by one or the 
other of the political parties. I know that 
it has been a great evil that people vote 
without paging their taxes, but the State 
or county get the benefit of it, for if they 
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do not pay then somebody else does. 
The taxes must be paid, and if they 
must be paid at least a month before 
election, this general distribution of free 
tax receipts a day or two before election 
will cease. 

Mr. BUCKBLEW. hir. Chairman : The 
main consideration which weighed with 
me iu opposing this particular clause of 
the report of the committee, and which 
induces me to vote for its amendment, is 
this : If you strike from this division of 
the election article the tax clause, as es- 
pressed, the necessity will be imposed 
upon you of establishing a registry sgs- 
tern for the whole Commonwealth. Kow, 
sir, we use our assessors for the purpose 
of making up our election lists. They 
are officers which will be required under 
any system of laws. They pass through 
every election division of the State, in 
the administration of our revenue sys- 
tem. They get complete lists of ali per- 
sons who will be qualified to vote under 
the existing Constitution. Those tax laws 
are subject to revision now at least ten 
days before the election, and the r&vised 
and completed lists are put up in public 
aud conspicuous places, accessible to all 
people. 

Now, sir, if you strike out the tax pro- 
vision you will have no lists made out by 
the tax assessors. You cannot use the 
officers who now exist, and who conveni- 
ently, and wirhout any expense to the peo- 
ple,performthisduty. Youwillbeobliged 
to establish a registry for the whole Stare, 
and employ officera to pass around into 
every crmmunity into which our State 
is divided, and make out these lists aud 
revise them afterwards. A great deal 
of machinery will be required, and along 
with it a very considerable amount of ex- 
pense to the people. 

Upon this practical ground of inconve- 
nience and expense connected with the 
change, I have been, and am now, op- 
posed to the report of the committee in 
this particulxr, and shall be in favor of 
an amendment somewhat similar to that 
which is now pending. I thiuk. how- 
ever, the requirement,thxt the tax should 
be paid at least one month before the 
election is rather severe ; a period of ten 
days would be sufficient. 

Mr. NILE% I will accept that as an 
amendment. 

Mr. BUCKALETV. I only rose to make 
this single point: Before the qucslion 
was voted upon I thought it was proper 
that the gentleman of the Convention 
should understand one defect, practical 
and incoovenient, connected with the 
carrying out of the change. 

hlr. hl’hLLISTER. hir. Chairman: 1 
hope this subject will be properly con- 
sidered before the vote is taken upon it. 

Mr. H. G, Slxr~~. Mr. Chairman: I 
move the committee rise, report progress 
and ask leave to sit again. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. M'ALLISTER. Mr. Chairman : The 
committee will observe, by reference to 
another portion of the report now under 
considration, that the Committee on Suf 
frage were fully conscious that the change 
from the tax qualification would involve 
the necessity of the registration of voters, 
and they have made provision for it in 
one of the sections. 

There were evils arising out of this 
tax qualification. Persons were deprived 
of their right to vote, by reason of the ne- 
glect of tbe tax ofllcer, who were other- 
wise qualitled. The tax had uot been 
assessed so as to enable them to pay it. 
This itself was an evil. There was, how- 
ever, no one principle that impressed the 
minds of the committee more firmly than 
that the right of suffrage did riot depend 
upon property, nor upon the payment of 
taxes, but that it belonged to man, as a 
man, and because he was a man, and not 
because he was a tax-payer. That was 
the great truth which led to the con- 
clusion at which the committee arrived. 

IL is not asked that any one should vote 
who does not contribute to the support of 
the government. Without the tax pre- 
requisite, may not taxes be levied and 
collected? Is the arm of the government 
shortened, that it cannot reach every 
citizen? No taxes are levied now upon 
property or upou persons that do not in- 
volve the liberty of the man upon whom 
they are assessed, and the tax collector 
cau take the body when there is no pro- 
perty. The strong hand of the govern- 
ment is thus laid upon every citizen to 
compel him to contribute to the support 
of the ~~overnrucnt. n Isit possible that the 
exercise of the elective franchise is to be 
brought in as a meaus of compelling the 
performance of duty to the government? 
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Surely not. There is no resort to any such 
expedient necessary. The government 
has power to collect her taxes from those 
whom she protects, and whose rights and 
property she renders secure. But what 
do we obtain by this registration? Do 
weobtain anything except a tax upon pro- 
perty owners? How much of the tax list 
is made very shortly before the time when 
the tax must be assessed ? The five cent 
nten, those men who are said to contri- 
bute to the support of the government? 
five cents, are brought in, when? Just 
on the eve of an election. As we have 
had it in times that are past, it was no 
bar to fraud, no protection against fraud, 
no evtdence of anything. Men brought 
into t%e districts and supporred there 
that they tnayvote, go to the assessor, and 
sat- A6assess me,” and the assessor, iu 
such cases, must assess them, because 
they are there. And that sort of thing is 
necessary, it is said, to prevent frauI 
and show who support the government ! 
And then, when they are brought up co 
the polls, somebody muss pay the tax for 
them ; they will not even pay five cents. 
Yet they are “supporters of the govern- 
ment.” It is a more farce. There is no- 
thiug in it-less than nothing. 

The committee, therefore, believing 
this, abolished the tax requisition and 
provided L)r a registration of the voters, 
of the electors. The fact of the assess- 
ment of this five cent tax, as I have 
shown, is no evidence of anything. The 
fax list and the payment of the taxes, 
though madep?imcc facie evidence of the 
right to vote amounted to nothing. Will 
the registration of the voters amount to 
less? I have stated that it has deprived 
men otherwise entitled to vote of the 
right of suffrage. aud has, in many parts 
of the Sfate, become odious. The com- 
mittee have provided that there shall be 
a registration of voters, and they have 
left it to the Legislature to say when that 
registration shall be made, the manner 
in which it shsll be made, to give it force 
and effect. In all these provisions the 
committee has contemplated legislative 
action to carry taem into effect. Ahd 
such provisions can be made in refrreuce 
to the registration of voters, that there 
will be no more expense than thereis 
now. The same officers, the tax as- 
sessors, if the Legislature shall so de- 

termine, may have the duty imposed 
upon them without increased expense. 
but when the electors are registered, and 
when that registration is put up, a cer- 
tain time before the election, all men of all 
all parties can have access to it and inquire 
as 10 the status r,f the men who claim to 
be electors of the respective districts. 
I think ic belittles the right, this great 
social, natural right of suffrage, when you 
associate it with five cents. 

The government will gain nothing by 
this tax-prerequisite to tho right of suf- 
frage; they will lose much. To adopt 
1 hese amendments will confuse thewvhole 
scheme, as reported by the committee, 
and will answer rip good purpose. I hold, 
Mr. Chairman, that every elector, and 
every elector’s filmily, are a constiquent 
part of the people, iu whom all sovereign- 
ty inheres, and for whose welfare all 
governlrtcnts are instituted ; that the 
f*milp is represented by the head, aud 
that the right of suffrage belongs to him, 
as a man, and as the representative of 
his family, and that it cannot be taken 
away, nor can it be &en, justly, simply 
b~ause he pays or does not pay a tax. 

Mr. ROOKE. Will the gentleman per 
niit hilnself to be interrupted for a 
mrjtion that the committee rise? 

Mr. IW~LLISTER. Yes, sir. 
Mr. ROOKE moved thar, the commit- 

tee do ncrw rise, report progress aud ask 
leave LO sit again, which was agreed to. 

SO-the cotk~mittee rose. 

IN CONVENTION. 

Mr. LAWREXCE. Mr. President : The 
committee of the whole has had under 
consideration the report of the Commit- 
tee on Suffrage, Election and Representa- 
tion, and has instructed me to report 
progress and ask leave to sit again. 

The PRESIDENT yro tern. The ohair- 
man of the committee of the whole re- 
porrs that the committee has had under 
consideration the report of the Committee 
on Suffrage, Election and Representation, 
and has instructed him to report pro- 
gress and ask’ieave to sit again. Sh:lll 
the committee have leave? [(‘Aye!” 
* Aye !“I 

When shall the committee have leave 
to sit again ? 

[Several delegate:. LLTo-morrow-Mon- 
day.“] 
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The PRESIDENTP~O ten. The question 
will first be on the farthest day named, 
which is Monday. 

Mr. LAWBENCE. I understaud the 
question to be whether we shall sit to- 
morrow or Monday ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tern Yes. 
The question being, shall the commit- 

tee have leave to sit on Monday, the 
yeas and nay were required by Mr. Dar- 
lington and Mr. Smith, and were as fol- 
low, viz: 

YEAS. 

Nessrs. hddicks, hlrioks, Baker, Bar- 
tholomew, Bowman, Cassidy, Clark, 
Corson, Dunning, Elliott, Ellis. Gibson, 
Harvey, Lilly, M’Camant, Metzger, 
Niles, Palmer, G. W., Parsons, Read, 
,John R., Sharpe, Simps,>n. Smith, Henry 
W., Stanton, Wherry, White, Harry, 
aud Woodward-‘27. 

N A Y s . 

Messrs. Achenbach, Baer, Beily, (Per- 
ry,) Bailey, (Huntingdou,) Barclay, 
Beebe, Biddlo, Brodhead, J<rown, Buc.ka- 
lew, Campbell, Carter, Co(.hran, Collins, 
Corbett, Cronmillcr. Curtin, Dallas, Dar- 

ngton, Davis, De France, Edwards, Ew. 

ing, Fell, Finney,Fulton, Gilpin, Gowen, 
Guthrie, Hall, Hanna, Hay, Hazzard, 
Hopkins, Horton, Howard Knight, Law- 
renoe, Long, M’Allister, M?Clean, hl’Con- 
nell, M’Culloch, Mann, blantor Minor, 
Mott. Patterson, D. W., Patterson, T. 8. 
B., Patton, Porter, Pughe, Purviance, 
Samuel, A., Reynolds, James L., Russell, 
Smith, H. G., Smith, W. I-I., Struthers, 
Turrell, Walker, WetKerill, J. M., Weth- 
erili, John Price, White, David N., 
White, J. W. F., Worrell and Wright- 
&J. 

So the motion was rejected. 

ABSE?FT OR NOT voTrNa.-Messrs. 
Ainey, hndtews, Armstrong, Bannan, 
Bardslep, Black, Charles A., Bhlck, J. S., 
Boyd, Broomall, Carey, Church, Craig, 
Curry, Cuyler, Dirnmick, Dodd, Funck, 
Heruphill, Heverin, Hunsicker, Kaine, 
Lamberton, Laudis, Lear, Littleton, 
M’Murray, MacVeagh, Xewlin, Palmer, 
Il. w., Pnrman, Purviance, John, N., 
Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, S. H. Rooke, 
Ross, Runk, Stewart, Temple, Van Reed 
and Meredith, President-40. 

The hour of two o’clock lmving arrived, 
the President declared the Conveution 
adjourned, 
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SATURDAY, February 4, 1873. 
The Convention met at eleven o’clock 

A. M., Mr. Walker in the chair. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 

approved. 

Tioaa oountv. askina for the submission 
to the people of a prihibitory law. 

Referred to the Committee on Legisla- 
tion. 

LEAvE OF ADSINCE. 

Communications from the prothonota- 
ries of Schuylkill, Mercer, Huntingdon 
and Pike counties were laid before the 
Convention by the President. 

BOYS’ HIOH 8CHOOL. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Mr. President : I de- 
sire to ask leave of absence for the First 
Assistant Clerk, Mr. Rogers, who was 
called away suddenly last night, and will 
not be here again until Monday. 

Leave was granted. 

RX-oOvERNOR QE.4RY. 
The PRESIDENT also submitted to the 

Cocrention the following communication : 

OFFICE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION 
OF PHILADELPHIA,- 

PHILADELPHIA, February 8,18r3. I 
Hon. WE. M. MEREDITH, 

President Con.&tutzonal Convention : 

WRITS OF ERROR. 

M. HALL STANTON, 
President. 

il. W. HALLI~ELL, 
f?ecreta9y: 

INTOXICATINQ‘ LIQUOR. 

the petition of one thousand citizens of lutions: 

SIR :-The Roard of public eduoation 
of Philadelphia respectfully request the 
attendence of the members of the Con- 
stitutional Convention at the commence- 
ment exercises of the Boys’ Central high 
school, at the Academy of Mu&; on Thurs- 
day next, at ten o’closk 4. RI. 

Respectfully, 

Mr. AR~ISTRON~. Mr. President : Tho 
Convention has heard this morning, with 
very profound regret, of the decease of 
ex-Governor Geary. The dispatch which 
bears to us this sad intelligence informs 
us that, as he sat at breakfast, engaged in 
sprightly conversation with his family, 
death suddenly arrested him in his course. 
It reminds us what shadows we are and 
what shadows we pursue. Not long since 
I had the pleasure of meeting Governor 
Geary, and in the course of a pleasant con- 
versation he remarked to me that he had 
for some time been unwell, and that he 
much feared his health was giving way. 

Mr. M’CLEAN. Mr. President : I move 
that the invitation be accepted, with the 
thanks of the Convention. 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. President: I will 
merely state,in connection with this invi- 
tation, that seats will be reserved on the 
stage of the Academy for the members of 
the Convention. The entrance to the 
stage is on Locust street, 

The motion was agreed to. 

He spoke cheerfully upon topics of the 
day, but was evidently impressed with 
the belief that his health was in a very 
precarious condition. He has filled, and 
so ably, so many conspicuous positions, 
that his life is intimately associated with 
much of the history~and many of the most 
striking events which have marked the 
eventful years of the last decade. During 
the war ha was prominent in many of the 
most notable conflicts, and won proud 
distinction upon many bloody flelds. 
Few men have lived whose lives have 
been more hilled with great events. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Con- 
vention several memorials asking for the 
prohibition of the sale of intoxicating 
liquors, which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Legislation. 

Mr. NILES. Mr. President : .I present& 

This is not the time to eulogize his 
memory, and I forbear from further corn- 
ment. He was personally my friend, and 
I was his, and in offering this sad tribute 
to his worth it is in accordance not only 
with my personal feeling of friendship 
and regard, but with my sense of public 
duty and propriety. Without further 
comment I will offer the following reso- 
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Resolved, That this Convention has 
heard wilh deep regret of the sudden 
death of John W. Gcary, late Governor of 
this State. 

Resolved, That we tender to his bercnved 
family our most sincere sympathy, and 
t,hnt, as a mark of respect for his memory, 
both as a Drivnte citizen and a public otli- 
oer, this convention do now adjourn. 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this Con- 
vention foiward to the family of the de- 
ceased a copy of these resolutions. 

Mr. hmt~css. Mr. President: In ris- 
ing to second these resolutions, 1 have a 
word to say upon thisdarkdispensation of 
Providence, which suffuses many hearts 
with sorrow, and which has made a 
mother a widow, and left happy children 
orohans. It was my pleasure, although 

1 

:I political antagonist, to be intimately ao- 
ouaintcd with the late civil head of this 
i’olnmon~~-vcalth. He was to me the pic- 
ture of health. I verv well remember, 
the last time I met l;i3, congratulating 
him on the subject of his pliysique, and he 
told me then that we could not judge 
from oalward appearances, that for more 
than a year past he had been suffering to 
an extent that he could not describe. 

\\-e were pall-bearers at a funeral but a 
few months since, and, in the course of 

our journey to the city of the dead, death 
was the subject of our conversation, and 
ho remarked to me : ‘6 Who will be the 
nest that will be carried to the narrow 
home ? ” He himself has gone to “that 
bourne from which no traveler returns.” 
IIc filled some of the highest offices in the 
gift of the people. In the army he was :L 
general ; in civil life he was the Governor 
of this State. Temperate in habits, he was 
also kind and indulgent in his family, 
and probably his hospitality has been 
pnrtnkon of by every gentleman who hears 
me. It may be said he had his faults, but 
that can be said of all men. 

On such occasions as this, however, we 
are admonished that we should 

“ Be to his faults 8 littlo blind, 
Aud to his virtuov ‘very kind.” 

While we may mourn this day with 
those who mourn for him, lot us not for- 
get the lesson of his sudden call, tlr&t ‘* in 
the midst of life we are in death.” 

The question being upon the resoln- 
tion, it was agreed to. 

Pursaant therewith, the Convention 
then, at eleven o’olock and twenty-two 
minutes, adjourned to Monday morni~~g 
next at eleven o’clock. 
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T‘HIWTY-NINTH DAY. 

MONDAY, February 10, 1573. 

The Convention met at eleven o‘clock 
A. M., Mr. Walker m the chair. 

Prayer was oflered by Rev. James W. 
Curry. 

JOURNAL. 

The Journal of Saturday’s proceedings 
was read and approved. 

PROTIIONOTARY'S REPORT. 

The PRESIUENT pro teln presented a 
report from the prothonotary of ~1Xean 
county, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

PRORIRITION. 

l\lr. FVI.TON presented a petition from 
four hundred and twenty-five citizens of 
Wcstmcreland county, asking the Con- 
vention to adopt, as a part of the Consti- 
tution, an article prohibiting the manu- 
facture and sale of intoxicating liquors, 
which w&s referred to the Com&ittee on 
Legislature. 

Mr. M'ALLISTER presented a petitio:l 
upon the s&me sub,@&, from two hundred 
and iifteen citizens of Phillipsburg, Cen- 
tre county, which was referred’ to the 
same committee. 

EYEXPTION PROM ?dILITARYTAS. 

Mr. KNIGHT preserltod a petition from 
the monthly meeting of Friends, of Sb- 
ington, relative to exemption from mili- 
tary tax, which was referred to the Ccm- 
mittee on the IMilitia. 

C.4PITAL PUNISRXENT. 

fifr. I<NIGHT presented a petition fro111 
bhe same meeting, relative to the aboli- 
tion of capital punishment, which u-as 
referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 

INTOXICATIXQ LIQUORS. 

iClr. ~~MIQKT presented a petition from 
the same meeting, relative to the prohibi- 
tion of the manufacture and sale of in- 
toxicating liquors. Referred to the Corn- 
rnittee on -Legislation. 

Mr. RROOMALL offered a petition from 
Concord monthly meeting of Friends, 
upon the some subject, which was re- 
ferred to the same committee. 

Also, one from the Roaring Creek 
monthly meeting’ of Columbia county, 
upon the same subject., which was re- 
ferred to the same comtnittee. 

Also, the petition of many citizensfrom 
Unionville, Chester county, on the same 
subject, which was referred to the same 
committee. 

MILITSRY DUTT. . 

Mq. Bn00iu~LL presented’ a petition 
fr6m the Concord monthly meeting of 
Friends, asking to be relieved from mlli- 
tary duty, whiah was referred’ to the Com- 
mittee on the Militia.. 

CRUEL A%ND BARBAROUWLAWS. 

Mr. RROOMhLL presented a petition 
from the Concord monthly meeting of 
Friends, asking for the enactment of a 
provision for theprotection of, human life 
against cruel and barbarouslaws, which 
was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

LRAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. EROOJIALL asked and obtained 
leave of absence for a few days for Mr. 
Darlington, of Chester. 

ELECTION OFFICERS. 

Mr. HOWARD offered the following T~SQ- 
lutfon, which was read and referred to 
the Committee on Counties, Townships 
and Boroughs : 

.ResoZvecZ, That the ofAcers of all pri- 
marv meetings and primary electionsfor 
nomination of candidates for ofice, or 
the election of delegates to put in ncmi- 
nation said candidates, shall be sworn or 
aflirmed, before entering upon their dut.v, 
to fairly and truly conduct the prooeed- 
ings, and fairly and truly make up the 
result, and any wilful violation of said 
oath or affirmation shall bc perjury and 
indictable according to the said act. 

POST OFFICE. 
Mr. W~~~~~offeredthefollo~i~lgresc- 

lution, which was twice read : 
Resolved, That the postmaster be di- 

rected to keep the post-office in this hall 
open between the hours of nine and ten 
-4. M. and from four to IiveP. RI., on Snn- 
day. 
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Mr. COCHRAX. Mr. Chairman : I more 
to amend the retiolution, by adding: 
‘6 And that measures be taken to procure 
the bringing of the mnii to the hall, by 
the messenger, on Sunday.” 

Xr. WISERR~. I accept the amendment. 
1 desire to explain. Serious diflicalties 
have occurred hero, in the way of get- 
ting mail, and it seems that sOme vio- 
lence had been ilone by members to 
get their mail. This resolution is to re- 
move that difficulty. Gentlemen come 
in here from the country, on Sa.turday 
nights, and are unable to get their mail 
until Monday morning, at nine o’clock, 
and we do not seem willing to suffer this 
inconvenience. For myself, I am com- 
pelled to say that it takes a letter three 
days to come from my home, whilst it 
should not take more than sixteen hours, 
at the outside. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

I.EA\‘E OF .4RSENCIS. 

Mr. M'CULLOCH asked and obtained 
leave of absence for Mr. Jno. RI. Bailey, of 
JIuntingdon. 

Mr. CORSON offered the following reso- 
lution, which was twice read and agreed 
to. 

Re$oZved, That the House Committee 
be instructed to report what progress has 
been made in draping the windows of 
this hall, in obedience to the resolution of 
this Convention authorizing the said 
committee to proceed in the premises. 

I.IMIT.ITION OF DEBATE. 

Mr. MANTOR offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read and laid upon t,ho 
table, under the rule. 

Re.soZwed, That no member of this Con- 
I-ention be permitted to speak fora longcl 
time than twenty minutes on any ques- 
tion before the Convention. 

l\lr. GILYIX asked and obtained lcaye 
of absence for Mr. JZ’J1urra.v, for it few 
days. 

>fr. Dl:~sr~oasked and obtained lcavc 
of absence for a few days for Mr. II. 11.. 
Palmer. 

THE LEoJSL.~TI:RE. 

The PRE~DENT pro tern. The next 
business in order is the further considera- 
tion, in committee of the whole, of the 
report of the Committee on the Lcgisla- 
ture. 

Mr. WHERRY. I desire to ask if thcrc? 
is a quorum of the (‘onvention present. 

The PnssInEsrr pro tern. There iF 
quorum present. 

Mr. LILLY. Mr. President: I mOvr 
that the consideration of the report of thc$ 
Committee on the Legislature be post- 
poned for the purpose of going into com- 
mittee of the whole upon the suffrage 
article. 

Mr. NILES. Mr. President: I noultl 
like to say one word before that vote is 
taken. It is well known that the gentlc- 
man from Dauphin (Mr. MacVeagh) has 
this article in charge, as chairman of the 
committee, and he is absent at Washinjz- 
ton, attending to important litigation in 
behalf of the Commonwealth ; and as WY 
have business now before US, which cuuws 
up under the regular order, I think it 
would be right that we postpone this and 
procc cd with the report of the Commit- 
tee on Suffrage. There are several ~nem- 
bern of the Committee on the Leyislatorc 
who are absent to-day, and as wc ha\-c 
already made progress in the report 01 
the suffrage article, and being no\v in tllc> 
middle of the speech of the delegate frorrl 
Centre, (Mr. M’hllister,) I hope the rrlct- 
tion to postpone will prevail. 

)lr. TIJHRELL. Mr. President : 1 :uli 
in .favor of the postponement, but 1 :LILL 
not in favor of it for the rc3son given IJ> 
the gentleman from Tioga, (Mr. Silts,) 
that the report is in charge Of a ccrtaill 
gentleman, who is absent. It is the busi- 
Iless of that gentleman to be here, alli 
t]lo report is not in the charge of one mall 
Inore than another. \V’e arc all hcrci 
upon an equality, and I protest against 
postponing the business because a ccr- 
tain member is absent. When 11 e pet til 
work upon an article let ns go 01, :~nq! 
finish it. 

~\Ir.;\l’hr,r.rsT~:n. bIr. President : I wirb 
to add that the consitleratiol~ of the report 
of the comnlittee on the I,o,@slature wil.c 
l~Ostl~Oned, with a view of a report to Iji* 
rcccircd from the Committee on Legisla- 
tion, and also a furthor report bp the COW- 
lnittoe on Sulfrage ant1 Representation. 
Seithcr of those reports have yet bcc~~r 
nlade, so that tho raus~ which led to tbrs 
postponement would seem to lcad to a still 
further postponement. 

The question being upon the postpO”+ 
ment Of the report of the Committee on 
tlie Legislature, it was agreed to. 

So the further consideration of the I’(‘- 
port was postponed. 
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THE SUFFRAQE ARTICLE. 

Mr. LILLY. LMr. President: I move 
that the Convention now resolve itself into 
committee of the whole, for the purpose 
of further considering the report of the 
Committee on Suffrage. 

The motion was agreed to. 
So the Convention, as in committoe of 

the whole, Mr. Lawrence in the chair, 
proceeded to the further consideration of 
the article on Suffrage Election and Rep- 
resentation. 

The UHAIRMAN: The question is upon 
the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Tioga (Mr. Niles) to the first section. 

The amendment will be read. 
The CLERK read the amendment, as fol- 

!ows : 
lnsert after the word “ election,” in the 

fourth line, the following : “ -4nd having, 
within two years, and at least one month 
before the election, paid a State and county 
tax, which shall have been assessed at 
least two months before the election.” 

Mr. M'BLLISTER. Mr. Chairman: I 
believe the motion was made to adjourn 
whilst I occupied the floor upon the ques- 
tion then before the committee. When 
that motion was made I was proceeding 
to assign some reasons, based upon politi- 
cal principles, why the amendment should 
not be made. I rose to speak upon that 
occasion, simply for the purpose of pre- 
venting a vote upon the amendment with- 
out due consideration. I conceived that 
it involved an important principle of gov- 
ernment, that the report of the Committee 
on Suffrage involves an essential altera- 
tion of the Constitution as it now is, and 
that the subject deserved the serious con- 
sideration of this committee. I feel that 
we do not lose time in discussing, in com- 
mittee of the whole, every principle in- 
volved, and every fact that bears upon the 
report of any committee. 

Viewing the subject in this light, I was 
opposed to the restriction placed upon the 
discussion on the preceding part of this 
section, tou:hing the right of women to 
suffrage. Though opposed to thegranting 
of the right I felt strongly inclined, as ‘a 
member of the Committee on Suffrage, to 
afford the women advocates of the right 
every opportunity they asked to bc heard 
before the committee. And when the 
subject came under discussion here I felt 
that it was a right that every advocate of 
that measure had, to discuss fully, in com- 
mittee of the whole, the principle; upon 
which the right of woman to suffrage. is 
claimed. 

1 feel that it is not a sacrifice of time, that 
these discussions must come off at some 
stage of the preceedingsof this Convention!, 
and I wouldexceedingly regret that these 
general discussions should be renewed 
when we come to second reading in Con- 
vention. It would be a calamity; and 
certainly such a discussion will come ofi 
if members are prevented from speaking 
in committee of the whole. 

It may be recollected that during that 
discussion I asked a friend upon my lefl, 
(Mr. H. G. Smith,) an opponent of woman 
suffrage, with whom I was acting, two 
questions, for the purpose of illustrating 
the principle involved in reference to 
which, in my judgment, he was in error. 
I chase to ask him, though standing on 
the same side with myself, two questions, 
which he courteously answered. 

It very much surprised my friend from 
Dauphin, (Mr. Alricks,) who sat imme- 
didtely upon my left, that I should ask 
such questions of a gentleman advocating 
the same side of the questiou under dis- 
cussion with myself. I asked the ques- 
tions because I believe that the principle 
inquired of bears upon other parts of this 
report, and involved other issues that 
must be discussed in this Convention, one 
of which is now before us in the consider- 
ation of the tax qualification, and there- 
fore I have referred to those questions 
now and here. 

It may be remembered that I asked that 
gentleman whether the wife and the chil- 
dren constitutedan element in the people, 
in whom all sovereignty ‘is inherent; 
whether they were a part and parcel of 
that people, recogtixed in the Declaration 

of Rights as 4‘ the people in whom all so\-- 
ereignty is inherent.” 

Ife answered, promptly and correctly, 
that they did constitute a portion of that 
sovereign people. He had denied that the 
right of suffrage was a natural right, or 
that it was a natural, social right, and 
therefore I asked him another question : 
Upon what principle, if the right of suf- 
frage were not a natural, social right, re\-- 
olution could ever be justified in any gov- 
ernment? Certain, it seemed to me, that 
revolution could not be justified on the 
ground that it was a mere conventional 
right. 

Now these inquiries lead US to the wn- 
sideration of the exercise of the right of 
suffrage, in view of the question now 
specifically before us, the tax qualifica- 
tion : on what is this right of suErage 
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founded ? Why is it given to the citi- 
zen ? 

This, Xr. Chairman, brings us back to 
the foundation of the government ; to the 
organization of the first social relation on 
earth ; to the time when God made man 
and made woman as the belpmeet of 
man and, if you please, as the eclual of 
man ; to the time when Godgranted them 
the power of procreation, pronounced “the 
twain one flesh,” and sat the solitary in 
Bmilies, thus constituting, first, the so- 
cial relation upon the earth-a social re- 
lation which has existed from that day to 
this. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I ask the attention 
of the Convention whilst we proceed frotn 
organization to organization, until we 
come to the situation we now occupy in 
this Convention as law-makers, in estab- 
lishing an organic law, snd this with a 
view of ascertaining the foundation of the 
rights of suffrage. We have then the 
family established. 

Who constitutes the family ? First, 
the husband, who, by thg law of nature, is 
made the head of the family and the 
head of the wife. Let me here ask what 
is the law of nature? Blackstone tells us 
that it is 3he will of God,” and he tells 
us further that the scripture, as contained 
in the old and new testament, is that por- 
tion of the natural law mrhich has been 
expressly rovcaled to man. 

Then, Mr. Chairman, I have quoted 
from the law of nature. I have quoted 
from that law in the establishment of the 
first relations which man, women and 
children bore to each other upon the 
earth. What succeeded ? Families were 
multiplied, and it becamo necessary that 
they should have some other social or- 
ganization br?ide the family. What was 
if? It was an assembling of the people, 
recognized in our Declaration of Rights, 
as ‘6 the people in whom all power is inhe- 
rent.” They assembled together for the 
purpose of establishing a government; 
and what government 1 A pure democ- 
racy. The people met in order to organ- 
ize this pure democracy as the second 
social relation upon the earth. Who went 
to the me$eting thus assembled? Did the 
wives and the children go ? Rather was 
it not, Mr. Chairman, the husband and 
father as the head and representative of 
the families? They assembled together, 
and they were recognized as the people 
in whom all sovereignty was inherent, 
because they were the representatives of 
every human creature upon the earth. 

What was the unit in the State which was 
then formed? Surely it was the father. 
True, it is the wife and children, consti- 
tuted a part of the people, who were rep- 
resented in Lhis democracy, represented 
that is all. The adult sons who had been 
released from the di%%bilities of minoritp 
were there, and they were thcrc as the 
representatives of their adult sisters, both 
being in a transition state in the way to 
the family relation. What then was the 
unit of the State when this democracy 
was formed. Was it not the family ? The 
family then, and nothing.else, is the unit 
of the State as a pure democracy ; but time 
passed by, and it was found that when 
the heads and representatives of families, 
the father, the husband and the adult 
sm, came to assemble together, they had 
become too numerous to be heard in a 
deliberative assemblagtt ; a:?d what then 
happened? The people met again, and 
they formed a State upon a larger scale. 
They formed a republican government- 
a representative government. Tlrat was 
the purpose for which they assembled, 
and who constituted the assemblage? 
Sot the wife, not the children, but the 
representatives of the wives and children, 
the representatives of the family. The 
same element which constituted the unit 
of the State in the democracy constituted 
the unit of the State in the republican 01 
representative government. It will be ob- 
served that this republican government 
arose from the impossibility of tbc mass 
deliberating as a body. The people had 
bccomc so numerous that they were com- 
pelled to act by representatives, and a 
representative government became a nc- 
cessity. The right to choose a representa- 
tive is every man’s portion of the sover- 
eign power residing in tbct people of the 
State. The right of each to exorcise his 
individual portion of this sovereign power 
is denominated the right of suffrage. It 
is the delegation by one nldn to another 
of that portion of his sovereign power, 
which, as a representative, ho may cxer- 
cisc under the organic law of the State. 
It seems inevitably to follow tha: suffrage 
is, as I have said, a natural, social rigbt. 
Certain it is that husband, wife and chil- 
dren, down to the infant at the mother’s 
breast, arc a constituent part of the peo- 
ple, in whom all power is inherent. It is 
equally certain that they cannot consti- 
tute a portion of the people unless the 
ianlily is the unit of the State. This brings 
us to the inquiry, what families arc the 
units of the State? The inquiry m to 
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what families are the units of the State in 
the formation of a government is import- 
ant. Much confusion of ideas and many 
disputes have arisen among men from a 
misunderstanding of the question dis- 
cussed. I desire, therefore, before pro- 
ceeding further, to make a few remarks 
in illustration of my idea. I repeat, then, 
the inquiry, tihat families constitute the 
unit of the State in the formation of gov- 
ernment? This is one standpoint. An- 
other standpoint from which this subject 
is to be viewed is the one occupied by the 
judge upon the judicial bench, when he 
construes the meaning of the Constitution, 
or the legislator in the legislative hall 
when he enacts laws under and in accord- 
ance with the Constitution. These are 
both different standpoints from the one 
occupied by this Convention, and by every 
other assemblage of men who meet to es- 
tablish an organic law. Their inquiry is, 
what is the Constitution? Our inquiry is, 
what should the Constitution be? Pro- 
ceeding now, in this view of the subject, 
to answer the question, what families con- 
stitute the unit of the State, I reply, 
every family that participates in the for- 
mation of the Constitution. When the 
people assemble to frame a Constitution 
for themselves, whether it be for the pure 
democracy or for the republican repre- 
sentative government, they are all equal. 
Whoever heard of an attempt to exclude 
any of those present from a right to be 
heard in these assemblages ? Whoever 
heard of an attempi made to exclude any 
from the deliberations? It being the peo- 
ple who assemble for the purpose of or- 
gnuizing the government they were all 
equal. The Declaration of Independence 
says that all men are born equal. This is 
what our Bill of Rights says. All men are 
equal and born equal. ,411 start the race 
of life from the same goal. There cab be 
no exclusion of any part of the people 
when the original State ‘is being formed. 
But therein all are thus placed upon terms 
of perfect equality in the formation of 
their organic law; they can and they do 
determine who shall be admitted after- 
wards, and on what terms they shall be 
admitted. 

Though they came from a hundred 
dilf’erent countries, they were there as 
equals in the formation of the govern- 
ment. There is no distinction between 
natives and foreigners. They all come to 
form their government for themselves 
and for the families that are represented, 
for the familirs that deliberate. But, m 
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forming that government, they are to de- 
termine how foreigners are to be admit- 
ted in the future ; and that is the exercise 
of their rights. They are to determine 
how long a man, who comes from another 
country, or another part of their own 
country, shall reside in a particular dis- 
trict before he shall be entitled to partici- 
pate in their rights. This right theJ 
have, and this right those who have 
formed the governments have alwz%ys er- 
ercised. They may, if they choose, de- 
termine that a man shall not be admitted 
to participate in their rights, as a govern- 
ment, in the privileges of the govern- 
ment, unless he be a freeholder-unless 
he be possessed of one hundred acres or a 
thousand acres of land. So our ancestors, 
when they came and settled in Philadel- 
phia, determined, beingfreeholders them- 
selves-for th,ey were all freeholders- 
they determined that no one should be 
admitted to the privileges of theirgov- 
ernment unless he was a freeholder. He 
must possess a certain amount of land. 
That they had a right to do, though they 
had not been all freeholders themselves. 
But they were. These property requi- 
sites to the right of suffrage were then 
common in all the States. The right of 
property was associated with the right of 
suffrage. But in Pennsylvania the hand 
has been loosened from the freehold, 
and now, by universal consent, the basis 
of representation has changed, which 
the gentleman from Chester (Mr. Dar- 
lington)-1 do not see him in his seat 
now-contended should be kept in the 
Constitution of 1838, and I understand he 
is now in fhvor of this tar requisition, 
though he has abandoned “taxable in- 
habitants” as the basis of representation. 
Nobody here defends the basis of repre- 
sentation in the present Constitution, 
but there seems to be a disposition to 
hold or! to the tax requisition after the 
basis of representation, founded on pro- 
perty, has been abandoned. 

piow, Mr. Chairman, if it he true that 
suffrage arises from necessity; if it be 
true that, in the formation of the organic 
law, all who participate, every family 
that participates, every human being that 
comes into the deliberative body, has 
equal rights in the formation of the Con- 
stitution, and that their power to restrict 
only applies to those who are to come 
into the government afterward, upon 
what terms can we assert that the pav- 
ment of taxes, the performance of miii- 
tary duty, or that the possession of a 

. 



DEBATES OF THE 

f’rceholtl should be imposed as a condi- tify this revolution ? Nine-tenths of lIi(, 
tiou precedent to the right of suffrage ? people are not frecholdcrs ; one-tclnllr :IW. 
From the standpoint wo occupy I have and that one-tenth grind us dowJJ anal 
shown that the right of Suffrage is a nntn- deny usall representation in t,lJis gcvc’rn- 
ral social right; that tho exercise of that ment, and we wont submit to it. 11.~ 
right is attached to manhood; to the will Show that one-tenth that they ca~~ 
man because he is a JnatJ, and not to the no longer rule, xud we will call a con- 
Juan beczmse he can do military duty, ventioJJ ourselves, a convention of the 
uof to tlJc man because he owns a f’rec- pcoplc, to m-organize tlJis government 01, 
hold, nor to the man because he pays a correct principles.” Now can that IN, 
tax. dono if thcright of suffrage bo not a natrl- 

NOW I admit that all tlJese requisites ral and social right? I lrold that it is :I 
may be imposed upon those who come part and parcel of the sovcrcignty n-hicll 
into the government after its formation inheres in tho people, and i t is by t,his right. 
if it be expedient to impose them. of revolution, this natural soci:d right, 
Bow let us consider this subject. I have that that action of the nine-tenthsis jnsti- 
traced the government from the family fied, and it is the only principle on whiclt 
up to the representative republican gov- it can be justified. 
ernment. Kow let US go a step further. I I will admit, Mr. Chairman, that thiy 
have alluded to the fact that our anccs- attempted revolution in RhotIc Islancl 
tars, when they came to form a govern- failed in the I)Orr CiLSe, ant1 TT],~? S,,t 
ment, composed a freehold requisition as becauee t]Jo p~~~],lc: didn’t ]J;l~o the power- 
a condition precedent to the right of Suf- but because of t]Jo l)cculiar orgaJJizatj<)l~ 
frage. I will suppose that our republican of OuT KoverJJJJJeJJt, that org:1J1izltioJ~ 
gOVerIlment inCreaSes, and still increases which enabled t]Jc Jninority iJt t]Jo %a:~.. 
in population. The merchant comes in, the one-tenth in the State poswssing po- 
the JneChaIJic colncs, wealth is accumu- ]itical polveJ-, to call on the Strong arrJJ of- 
lated by the citizensof every department. the l’nited %ates governmcJJt to suppress 
h large portion turn their attentiotl to rebellion, to suppress all r~~ist:mc~ 1,~ 
other pursuits than agriculture. The their power. That was a result th:Jt bc- 
masses do not own land and are not free- longs peculiarly to our federal go~‘orn- 
holders. Those who are not freeholders ment, and has JJothirJg to do witi1 th? gctl- 
not only exceed iJJ numbers the frechold- era1 principles upon which WC arc tliscuss- 
em, who hold the exclusive riglJt of Suf- ing this subject now. The right of rove- 
frage, but they outnumber them greatly- lution does exist undert]Jc ciJ.cunJst:nl~e< 
three-fourths, four-fifths, fifth-sixths, mhic]J I have stated, aud no one can tlcny 
nine-tenths, if you please, of the entire it, and if it does exist, then it must be IX!- 
population. They outnumber greatly the fcrretl to the natural social right of tllc~ 
freeholders, in whom exist the right of citizen to re-establish :~ncl roforru tllClr 
suffrage by the organic law. Yetthe frce- government jn a way that w-ill condll(~~ 
holders elect the Legislature, and when to the Tvelf:,lro of the JIJasses. ~‘lJ:tt is tllcx 
the people come up to the Legislature, principle which was in:JuglLratlted in 1111. 
asking the extension of the right of Suf- I)ec]ar;Jtion of In~lepclJ~]eJ1c:~, :mcl ]le~, 
frage, they turn a deaf ear. They Say: 
“Sobody but freeholders should eseJciSe 

Jet rqe say, Xr. C:lmirrn:n~, tlrat that priri- 

the right of suffrage. It is ours and w(: 
ciplo of the Declaration 0T Intlcl~ondcJJc~c~ 
was the entering !vcdgc tllat cleft :LSUntlel 

will hold it. You have ConJO into t]JiS the inSt]tut]on of slaver-. ‘rh:lt princip]cl 
government as a band of interlopers, or if rcll(I to thn l~“O]‘]C fro111 lourth of July II, 
you did not come in in that way, you are fourth of .J~,]~, lvzl,, - the cntcritrg wcYlg<. 
only the children of those who arc! frec- T\-jli(*]l did thu work ; ;tutl let mo s:ky IACIY’. 
holders, and if you wish to become voters also, that theso decl:lr;~l,ious in tllc IX11 iii’ 
J’OU Ought, like them, t0 bOCOJUe ErOP- Ilig]Jts, the first ant] socoJJt1 secrions Ot 
holders. Therefore wc do not consider the *>i**t]J :lrticlcl, arc tlrc: ci~tcring v-etl53:s 
you capable of clicrcisin g this right of to the al~olition ot‘ all ])roljcrty c(u:tlitic:k- 
suflkago, and we will call no Constitu- t’ ions ill the oxor& of the right of sill- 
tional Convention to rc-0rgaJJizc the gov- frage. I rvill take the ]ilX~rly ol’ rcatling 
crnmcnt. \Yc! won’t do it.” those scctions,which I consider this clnt (‘i’- 

Now what is the result? Inevitably ing wedge to effect this groat ol~jcct, r(‘- 
revolution ! And this brings us to the ferring sufrrage to manhood. 
tlucstion I askcc] my friend on the loft, “SBC’TION 1. *Ill ,nen are bclrn cf~ll:LI!.v 
(Mr. Smith,) oJJ what ground do you jus- free and independent, 311d have wrixill 
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inherent and indefeasible rights, among There is the foundation of the right 01 
which are those of enjoying and defend- property, expressly given by God himself 
ing life and liberty, or of acquiring, pas- to man. He did not divide it among his 
sessing and protecting property and repu- creatures, but he gave it to man to be dis- 
tation, and of pursuing their own happi- tributed among them as men. 
ness. “And in process of time, it citme to pass 

“SECTION ?,. That all power is inherent that Cain brought of the fruit of the 
in the people, and all free governments ground, and offered it unto the Lord.” 
are founded on their authority and insti- How did Cain bring of the fruit of the 
tuted for their peace and safety and hap- ground 7 Had he not gathered it? Had it 
piness.” not become his own by the labor which 

he bestowed in gathering it? Surely it Sow mark the power of revolution! 
Here it is: “For the advancement of had; but the concluding paragraph re- 

these ends they have, at all times, an in- moves all doubt* “And Bbelp he a’so 
brought of thefirstlingsof hisflock and of alienable, indefeasible right to alter, re- 

form or abolish their government in such the fat thereof.” How did the flock become 

manner as they think proper.” his? By his having reared it; by his hav- 

There is the right of revolution. The 
ing nurtured and kept it; by the labor 

right which my friend on the left (Mr. I-I. 
which he bestowed upon it. 

G. Smith) would deny to the people. 
Mr. CORSON. Mr. Chairman : I rise tn 

Clearly and explicitly stated, as is the 
a point of order. 

right of revolution, it has no other foun- 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will -+ 

elation than that natural socia! right which 
state his point of order. 

every man has in society when govern- Mr. CORSON. The point of order is that 

ment becomes subversive of the ends for the chairman of this committee has no 

which it was instituted, to revolutionize right to go over the whole report of the 

it, and to frame a government better comlnittee again, and give his reasons 

adapted to the then present wants of the upon t,he question of suffrage, but he must 

people. confine his remarks to the particular 

Now I admitted when I spoke upon this 
amendment now before this Convention- 

subject on the introduction of this report, 
the amendment relating to taxation. 

that the right of suffrage was not a natu- 
Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. Chairman: I trust 

ral right in the sense of an absolute per- 
that this debate will not, at this stage, be 

sonal right ; but I asserted that it was a 
stopped. I want a chance to make a reply. 

natural right in the sense of a social po- 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks, in 

Utica1 right. 
some respects, it will be very well to rule 

You will notice that this Bill of Rights 
in favor of the point of order, but he is 
disposed to allow tlie gentleman from 

recogmzes the acquisition of property, as c t en re (Mr. M’Allister) discuss the sub- 
one of the absolute rights of man. It is ject and have a very wide range. Tho 
no more an absolute right than the right Ch air felt disposedseveral times,however, 
of suffrage is an absolute right. They to call him nearer the question-the taxn- 
stand together; and my friend from Ches- tion of the eleotor. He would be verv 
ter (Mr. Darlington) takes the position glad if the gentleman would confine his 
that there is no natural right of man to 
property. He assumes this position in 

remarks to that special subject, or as near it 
as possible, although he has no disposition 

order to rend&r hilIEK?lf COIlSiStent as to to curtail debate. 
the right of suffrage. Now how is that 1 Mr.C. A. BLACK. 
This leads us back to the point from which 

Mr. Chairman : I tic) 

we started. When God said to man, c&Be 
not think the gentleman can be much ou: 

fruitful and multiply, and replenish the 
of order. He has been arguing the whoIt> 
principle. I do not see that he is much 

cnrth, and subdue it, cultivate it, and out of order. 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, The CHAIRNAN. The gentleman has 
and over the fowl of the air, and over ev- been going over the whole field, and it ia 
cry living thing that moveth upon the sometimes customary to let the chairman 
earth. of a committee do that. The Chair gavel 

“And God said, behold I have given you the gentleman the floor the other day f,,,, 
every herb bearing seed, which is upon that purpose, and allowed him to go OX-PI 
the face of all the earth, and every tree in the report in detail. The Chair supl~ose~l, 
the which is the fruit of a trco yielding this morning, that the gentleman woulrt 
qeed ; to you it shall be for meat..” confine himself to the legitimate question, 
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and he is making an argument which ap- fruitsofthe earth, whenHe said : Wursed 
proaches it. is the ground for thy sake.” It was for 

Xr. CURTIS. Mr. Chairman : It SeeMS man’s benefit that the ground was eurse~i, 
to me that there has been nothing said by to impose upon him the necessity of labor. 
my colleague (Mr. M’Allister) that is not “Bv the sweat of thy face shalt thou WT 
perfectly consistent. It is perfectly pro- bread.” And so it has been, through al! 
per that he should go into the lineof argu- the history of man, that wherever labor 
ment which he chooses to adopt. I imag- was not requisite for his sustenance ho 
ine it would be very improper to prevent degenerated, and his humanity &came 
the chairman of a committee from making dwarfed. If you go to the land where 
an argument in this singular and abrupt man can live upon the b:umna alone ~‘0~1 
manner. will find him a dwarfed creature. 

Mr. BROOXALL. I hope the debate will Labor, then, is the foundation of pro- 
not be stopped. perty, and when man bestows labor upon 

The CHAIRXAN. The Chair desires to it it becomes his, and it is, therefore, that 
mske- the productions of a man’s labor is one of 

i\lr. hf'~LLISTER. In mY oPinlon I his natural rights, just as the right of suf- 
have said nothing which does not bear frage is one of his natural rights, and theY 
Won the amendmentrelatingto the right aregrouped together in tbisDil1 of Rights. 
of suffrage. I intended it all to bear upon Kow I care not whether you cali it a matu- 
that, and I believe it does, and with that ral right or not. It is cnongh for me to 
view I have spoken every word tlrat I know that the right of sufl’rage and the 
have uttered. right to thca%quisition of labor stand side 

The CIXAIRNAN. The Chair will notice by side among his absolute rights ; and it 
that the only trouble about this is, that they be absolute right and indefeasible 
when gentlemen come to wpIy they wil1 right, inherent right, how can you take 
claim the same latitude, and wish to go them away from hmr ? That is the ques- 
over the whole questioI1. Upon thatprin- tion we are discussing. If this right to 
ciple we will never get through with the form a government be one of man’s in- 
discussion. The Chair is not disposed to herent rights as man, and it be an abso- 
confine the gentleman, as chairman, as lute right, this govcrnmont cmnot take it 
closely as he would some other gentle- from him without violating his natural 
men. 

The gentleman will proceed with tho 
rights. This is anough for my argument, 
whether it be a natural right or not. I be- 

debate ; he seems to be coming to the lieve that su&ago isa natural, social right, 
question now. but I will dispute with nobody upon this 

;\lr. M’ALLIsTE~. I do not cl,aim, in floor upon that subject. 1 will take the 
this part of the discussion, what is not com- Declaration of Rights as we have it, and 
man to every member of this Convention ; will predicate my argument upon it. The 
but I do claim that what I have seid right, it is inherent in man, govormneirt 
touching the right of suffrage bears di. Cannot take it fro111 him. It CmlrlOt be 
rectly upon the question under discussion, taken away by the non-payment of tax. 

and it is with that view only that I have That is the end at which I Irave been aim- 

spoken. ing, and I believe I have not said one 

I have been calling the attention of the word that does not bear upon that identi- 
committee to this natural right ofproperty, cal subject, and upon the amendment :W 
as one of the rights referred to in our Bill it 1s now presented to us. 
of Rights under the Constitution, and as I referred to lexicographers to ascertain 
bearing upon the exercise of the right of what this inherent right was, and I found 
suffrage, and it is with that view alone it described to be “a right implanted bY 
that I havereferred to the subject. I was nature, inbred, inborn, naturally pertain- 
proceeding to show that man was given ing to,” and I find Crabb, in his synonyms. 
the right to cultivate the earth ; he was places inherent, inbred, inborn and in- 
given the right to gather the fruits of the nate, in the same category. NOW if this 
earth and to take charge of the irrational be such a right, it is an absolute right ; it, 
animal creation upon the earth, and when is a natural right ; but as I have said, it is 
he bestowed his labor upon it it became enough for me that it is in our Declara- 
his. This is an illustration of the right of tion of Rights, and that it goes to man- 
suffrage. God impressed upon man the hood as the foundation of his right of suf- 
necessity of labor to the acquisition of the Cage? and if so it cannot be justly taken 
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aw-ay by us in the establishment of the 
organic law for default in the payment of 
taxes 

I have said before, if lye establish the 
tax prerequisite 40 the exercise of the 
right of suffrage, those who come and set- 
tle among us must conform to it because 
as to them it is a conventional right, but 
we have no <conventional rights to bind us 
here in onr consideration of the subject 
when we e.stablish an organic ‘law, but 
when one comes to inhabit with us it is 
implied that he will conform to the laws 
which we have placed over him. But 
that question does not arise from the 
standpoint we occupy in the considera- 
tion of this right as an absolute right-a 
ilatural right. 

Now, it is only in popular governments, 
it is only in civil governments, that man- 
hood is the basis of the right. There are 
other places, inwhich suffrage is required, 
in whioh property is the basis. And if 
&he gentlemen will look over this report 
they will find such a basis when we come 
to private corporations. There property 
is the only true basis, as manhood is the 
only true basisincivilgovernments. When 
we come to private corporations, properly 
is the basis stock in the corporation, and 
not manhood, is the foundation of the 
right of suffrage. I hold that in civil gov- 
ernment it is not property but manhood 
that is represented. In corporations it is 
not manhood but stock. We are to dis- 
tinguish between the two, giving each 
that right of suffrage which arises from 
the rery nature of the thing itself. 

I have said, Mr. Chairman, that the 
States have been abandoning this property 
qualification from time to time. I will 
not now refer to that subject, except in 
one solitary instance. I will refer to one 
State, for the purpose of showing how long 
this property qualification, this tax requi- 
sition, was adhered to and when it was 
abandoned, and what was abandoned, at 
the same time with it, more consistently 
than by the friends of this tax here, who 
abandon this tax basis of representation, 
but hold to the tax as a prerequisite to the 
right of suffrage. I refer to the Constitu- 
tion of the State of Connecticut, adopted 
in 1818. It provides: “ Every white male 
citizen of the United States”-now mark 
the words--“ who shall have gained a set- 
tlement in this State,“-you see that “ a 
settlement” was one of the requisites ; it 
goes on--“ attained the age of twenty-one 
years, and residing in the town in which 
he may offer himself to be admitted to the 

privileges of an elector at least six mouths 
preceding”-mark what follows--” and 
have a freehold estate of the yearly value 
of seven dollars in theState ; or, having 
been enrolled in the militia, and shall 
have performed military duty therein, 
for the term of one year next preceding 
the time he shall offer himself for admis- 
sion, or being liable thereto, shall have 
been by authority of law exoluded there- 
from, or shall have paid a State tax with- 
in a year next preceding the time he shall 
present himself for such admission,“- 
there is the tax requisite brought in- 
“ and shall sustain a good moral charac- 
ter, shall, on his taking suehoath as may 
be prescribed by law, be an elector.” 

That was the law up to 1845, when the 
whole was abolished. There is represen- 
tation founded on taxable property, and 
mi2tar.y duty and all the other cumbrous 
requisitions which at that time were con- 
ditions precedent to the exercise of the 
right of suffrage. Let our prerequisite of 
tax paying fall wilh the prerequisite of 
taxable inhabitants. Let the two tax 
requisitions fall together, and go down 
into the same grave. 

“ But,” it is significantly asked, ‘6 why 
grant the right of suffrage at twenty-one 
years of age, if it be a natural right?” I 
reply for the very same reason that abil- 
ity to acquire property is granted at 
twenty-one years of age. The specific 
time is arbitrary, but some time is neoes- 
sary, and under our government-under 
our government as it is-what son or 
daughter can acquire property until they 
have passed their majority, without the 
consent of the parents. All their acqui- 
sitions are through their parents, until 
they arrive at that age, and then they are 
emancipated, and may become men and 
women. The same reason governs in the 
one case as in the other. 1 have shown 
that both are natural social rights. I do 
not pretend, in reference to this right of 
property, that the right to transmit, by 
inheritance, that the right to transmit by 
will is a natural right, but I do contend 
that the right to the acquisitions of labor 
is a natural social right ; the right to ga- 
ther the berries and the nuts from the 
trees-the right to enjoy them after they 
are gathered-the right to appropriate a 
portion of the earth to a specific use and 
take its produce, are natural social rights. 

I have now gone over this discussion, 
and I humbly conceive I have strictly ad- 
hered to the subject matter before this 
Convention. 
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I should like, Mr. Chairman, if I could 
do so without violating the rules of this 
Convention, to do that which I have not 
yet had an opportunity of doing. I 
should like to pay my respects to the 
gentleman from Delaware, (Mr. Broom- 
all.) His remarks were made upon the 
amendment that is withdrawn. I ask the 
C’hair whether it is in order to answer any 
of the arguments or inferences made by 
Ilim. If it be in order I shall proceed to 
clonsider some of his remarks; if not, I 
hhall, of course, forego. 

The CSURMAX. What position does the 
gentleman (Mr. M’Allister) desiro to as- 
sume ? 

XI-. M’ALLISTE~. I desire, if in order, 
to pay my respects to the gentleman from 
Delaware (Mr. Broomall) in answer to 
some of the arguments, and inferences, 
and insinuations made on the floor, in his 
ren~arks toucliixig woman suffrage. 

The C~~arn~ras. That is out of order 
:tt this time. The subject will come up in 
the Convention on second reading, and 
the Prosident of the Convention can give 
t lie gentlem;Ln (Nr. X’Allister) the Aoor 
if he wishes to be heard. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I was somewhat out- 
raged in my feelings, lpst week, by the 
close of the debate upon the amendment 
that was then pending, after four speeches 
against me, in succession, without the 
chance of any one being hcnrd upon our 
side. 

But I submitted then, with a good 
grace, and certainly did not intend to re- 
new the discussion at this time, but the 
gentleltian from Centre (Mr. M’Allistor) 
has spoken an hourand a quarter, mainly 
npon the very cluestion, and upon the 
Same side that has been so extensively 
heard already. 

Sow when I remember the parties 
mainly af3ected by that question asked, 
when tile law was being passed by tho 
I,egislature, to be represented ontbis floor, 
nud were rudely denied with sneers and 
oontemptuooslaughter ; when I recollecl, 
too, that the gentleman represents, proba- 
Ijly, the majority upon this floor, I cannot 
resist, at least, asking this Convention to 
let me be beard for five minutes, or ten, in 
reply. I know that it is not regular, but 
the question has been opened upon what 
claims to be the strong side, and it is 
nothing more than fair that that short 
space of time should be allowed me. I 
~311 promise that I will not tire the 
lW,icnce of the Convention, because I 

shall be brief, ‘and because I never can 
talk long to those not disposed to listen. 

Now, sir, we are met here by the de- 
nunciation of the gentleman from Phila- 
delphia before me, (Mr. Woodward,) 
-who is not now in his seat-who pro- 
nounces the whole question 6Lloatlmxne” 
to him ; and, not satisfied with making 
tho assertion once, be deliberately tells 
this body, on three separate occasions, 
that the very debating of the question 
whether or not one-half of the adult 
citizsns of Pennsylvania ought to he al- 
lowed a voice in making the laws under 
which they as well as the other half live 
is iiloathsome ” to him. Sir, I have no 
answer to make to that gentleman. Hc 
was born too early for these times. The 
government of the world has fallen upon 
younger shoulders. And, although I 
have been ranked among the “ old men ‘- 
of the Convention, yet I will say here, in 
passing, that it does not depend alone 
upon when x man was born, whether 11~ 
is old or not. I was born before a great 
mauy men hero, but I claim to be among 
the youngcut. Beside the denunciation 
of the gentleman from I’hiladell~hia (Mr. 
Woodward) we have had the ridicule of 
the gentleman from Montgomery, (Mr. 
Boyd,) and I must say for him that, not- 
withstnuding some exceptions>bcre taken 
tothe tenor of his remarks, ho is the most 
consistent adrooate of his can.% in thch 
Convention. His is the only line of argu- 
ment possible in the case. There is notli-- 
ing else that can be .said that is worth :I 
moment’s consideration. Sir, wbon the 
citadel of wrong is retluced to the neccssi- 
ty of defending itself against tlm :~tt:wlis 
of right by harmless squibs, you may be 
sure that the stronger ammunition has ruu 
out, and that the citadel is upon the point 
of surrendering. 

Then comes tbc ~Sentlemaii from I’hile- 
delphia (Mr. Gowen) with his plausible 
argument about the devotion that young 
men like he and I ought tobave for woman. 
He feared that we should do something 
by which ~omcn would have less respert 
from the opposite sex than they have 
JlOW. He admitted, however, that the 
right of suffrage once granted to woman 
would curt ali tbc evils of election oor- 
ruption now in 1110 cities,antl that jt 
would be the means of purifviug all OUT 
elections, but he says that this great good 
would be purchased at too grext a sacrifice. 
Why, sir, has the gentlcnrau any idea 
what that great good is? Upon the clues- 
tion whether or not the elections in our 
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cities can be purified, depends the per- I am the advocate in this Convention. It 
manency of this government. Sir, I say is the woman who works, whether with 
here that if the elections in the cities go her hands or with her brain. It is the wo- 
on as they do now, if men continue buy- man who feels in her heart that God has 
ing and selling votes, and making nomi- not placed her here to do nothing but to 
nations in the interests of the whisky work for the good of herself and for the 
ring and other corrupt combinations, then good of her kind. This is the cause of 
the chances of perpetuating republican which I stand here to-day the advocate. 
government will be rendered very small Mr. HOPKINS. Mr. Chairman : I desire 
indeed. The effort to perpetuate this to askaquestionof thechair. I havebeen 
government is certainly worthy of the laboring under the impression that the 
exertions of all it.$ citizens, male and fe- gentleman from Delaware (Mr. Broomall) 
male, and when we only ask, in order to withdrew his atnendment touching the 
promote this object, fhe right of suffrage woman suflrage question, on Friday last, 
to be conferred upon woman, I am sure ar,d I desire to ask whether that amend- 
the gentlelran from Philadelphia, upon ment has been renewed? 
second thought, will think the experi- The CHAIRNAN. The amendment of- 
ment well worth trying. Why we do not fered by the gentleman from Delaware 
propose to force women to go to the elec- (Mr. Broomall) has not been renewed, 
t.ions even in Philadelphia. We propose but the Chair would state that the genllc- 
only to confer upon them the privilege. man from Centre (Mr. M’Bllister) was 
Will the gentleman from Philadelphia, permitted by the committee totake a very 
and those who entertain the same views wide range during the progress of his re- 
with him on this question, say that wo- marks. The Chair now feels compelled 
tuan is so weak that unless she is hedged to require the gentleman from Delaware 
around by legal disabilities made by man, to draw nearer in his remarks towards 
that she will do something moan, some- the merits of the main question. 
thing to degrade her? Do these gentle- Mr. C. A. BLACK. Mr. Chairman: I 
men pretend to say that a woman 1s not understood the gentleman from Delaware 
to be trusted with the care of her own (Mr. Broomall) asked permission of the 
dignity, her own respectability? Why, Convention to reply to the geotlemnll 
sir, there is not a door in the world over from Centre, (Mr. M’Allister,) and the 
which I would willingly see written : Convention gave its assent. 
‘*Men, but not women are admitted here.” Mr. S. A. PURVIANCE. The gentleman 
9h! the very fact of admitting only men certainly did ask leave, and leave was 
prouounces tho place a place not fit for certainly granted. 
men to enter. I would do away with all The CIIAIRJ~AN. Such was the under- 
that distinction. I will trust women with standing of the Chair at the commence- 
the care of their own conduct, fzr I have ment of tho remarks of the gentleman 
no fears for them. The gentleman from from Delaware, (Mr. Broomall,) but the 
Philadelphia (Mr. Gowen) has professed gentleman from Washington (Mr. Hop- 
to have great admiration for women, and kins) having raised the point of order, the 
there ar,e others upon this floor who have Chair is bound to be governed by the 
enlarged, it seems to me unnecessarily, rules of the Convention. The Chair, how- 
upou their devotion to women. I am ever, has no disposition to reflect on thr 
afraid they do not mean the kind of wo- remarks made by the gentleman front 
men that we would help. When this Delaware. 
question was debated before I met jn the Mr. C. A. BLACK. I move that the gen- 
streets a woman cheaply though respecta- tleman from Delaware (Mr. Broomall) 
bly clad, who carried in her arms a load have permission to proceed. 
of men’s vests, which she had doubtless The question being then taken, a divi- 
spent many an hour over to the profit of sion was called, and the motion was 
some man in the business, who doled out agreed to-ayes, forty-nine ; noes, ten. 
to her the poor pittance she earned, only Mr. BROO;~ALL. Mr. Chairman : 1 thank 
I)ecause he could not get a voter to do the the Convention for allowing me to pro- 
work at, the same starvation prices. Now cced, and I promise that I will be ver) 
I would ask if the devotion to women, brief. Now, as I said, all these prQfes- 
which has been so often spoken of during sions of devotion to women, I am afraid, 
the progress of this debate, extends to apply simply to women of the gentle- 
this class of our community ? I am afraid men’sown imaginations-the paintod but- 
not, but it is this class of women of whom terfiies who are supposed to be kept ill 
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c335y glas3 rkwx3, and watched by ll,Cl, 
for fear, if they should s:op outside, tlicj 
will soil theirwings. I have a great deal 
of respect for women, but not for that 
kind. Theywant no votes. They deserve 
Ilone, and they do not ask for any; and 
gentlemen may safely say that they will 
do whrtt the devotees who worship them 
ask, and doubtless a great many of them 
would not know what the word vote 
meant. 

These, sir, are all the arguments that 
have been advanced upon the othor side 
of the question, because the argument of 
the gentleman from Centre, (Mr. XA41- 
lister,) with a single exception, which is 
a fallacy, was in favor of w~n~on voting. 
These, I say, are all the arguments, with 
the exception of that of the gentleman 
from Erie (Mr. Walker) and someothers. 
-Lncl these r,nay bc summed up in the 
words : “It has never been the law here- 
tofore, aud therefore it must not bc hero- 
after.” This is the argmucnt of conser- 
vatism. It is nothing more than the rat- 
tling of the dry bones and the dead fossils 
of humanity, while the car of progress 
passes on over them and crushes them 
out of the way. 

The gentleman from Contre, (Nr. hl’hl- 
listor,) however, has a few ideas peculiar 
to himself, which are, perhaps, well 
worth noticing. He founds the right of 
man to govorn upon the Bible. No man 
can claim a greater respect for that book 
than I, but there never was a time in the 
history of the world when the cause of 
wrong seeking to have its way over right 
that it did not llnd some passage in the 
Scriptures to pervert for the purpose of 
sustaining its arguments. Mr. Chairman, 
yen know that, for you have heard these 
nrgumcnts upon other floors than this. 
Arguments of this kind may unsettle the 
minds of the people in their respect for the 
Bible itself, but they never ciln convince. 
When you show me one single conclu- 
sive argument in the Bible in favor of LUI- 

fairness, injustice and cruelty, I will 
show you an argument that mill make 
more infidels than all the Voltaires and 
all the Paines ever wrote. 

The gentleman from Contre (Mr. RI’Al- 
listcr) has the peculiar notion of a family 
being a political unit and the husband 
being that family. I hardly think it ne- 
ccssary to reply to that argument; but 
suppose I should die, who then would be 
the political unit in my family? In that 
case would my family also be dead? 
Why, according to the argument of the 

gentleman from Ccntrc, it ccrtnil,ly would 
l)e so. IIo would Inakc it, at least, politi- 
callv dead. Suppose the gentleman had 
half a dozen children going to school, ant1 
he should die, lcaving a widow, :tn(! ill 
his family an ignorant, drunken Irish- 
man or black man. If the question arose 
of selecting and governing a school for the 
education of his children, who shoulcl 
havo the voice of the family on that qnes- 
tion, the mother or the ignorant em- 
ployee ? I wonder if the gentleman 
would be willing to consent that the unit 
is the family in that case, and that his 
wife, ~110 is, doubtless, capable of judg- 
ing these things, shall have no voice in 
the education of her own childron, but 
that a drunken servant shall succeed to 
his rights over those hc leaves behind 
him. Such arguments as these amount 
to nothing; there is nothing in them. 
Why, in a groat many places in this city 
there are boarding-houses kept by women 
fully competent to attend to the business. 
Who is the family there ? h dozen men 
board there, and twenty, thirty or fifty 
women, but who is the fim~ily ? Not the 
woman, because, according to the gcntle- 
man’s Bible, or the gentleman’s version 
of it, no woman can reprosent the family. 
Sane of the boarders, certainly, bocause 
they are not in a position to bc the head 
of t.:c family. ngain, who represents a 
woman who has neither husband nor f&m- 
ily ? But all this is, of course, outside ; it 
is mainly what I said the other day, ant1 
I pass 011. 

The gentleman from Centre (Mr. W- 
Allister) says voting is the natural right 
of 111an. Now the gentleman from Erie, 
(Mr. Walker,) in whose legal opinions I 
have a great deal of confidence, says vot- 
ing is not a natural right at all. This 
shows that [even the garrison of this cita- 
del of wrong, weak as the ammunition 
has become, do not all agree in the man- 
nor in which it shall be used. 1 agree 
with the gentleman from Erie that voting 
is not a natural bnt a conventional right, 
made to secure natural rights ; but I do- 
ny that ho has any authority to limit that 
conventional right to one sex, unless he 
can show that the other sex does not need 
it as much as the one. When he can 
show me that a woman can proservo lier 
natural rights by liss means than a man 
can preserve his, then I will agree that 
that is a reason for not giving woman 
this conventional right. But if it is a 
natural right, according to the gentleman 
from Centre, where is the authority for 
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limiting it to man? I thought, in my 
simplicity, that the natural rights of the 
sexes were equal. I doubt whether a 
single gentleman upon this floor will 
maintain anything else, and when once 
you establish the natural rights of the 
sexes as equal, and when once you estab- 
lish that the political head of the family 
is the man, an individual, and not the 
family, why, sir, you turn all the argu- 
ments of the gentleman from Centre 
square over on our side. 

One word more and I will conclude. I 
would think myself disgraced if I could 
rise upon this floor and say that I am 
afraid to let a woman do thus and so for 
fear she should do something that is not 
respectable. I would feel myself dis- 
graced if I could argue this question on 
that ground. I am willing to throw the 
doors open to both sexes, and most as- 
suredly would I ask woman to go where 
wrong is, because where wrong is it will 
disappear before her adveut. Who ever 
heard of a woman attacked in a mob? 
Who ever heard of a drunken crowd of 
men that did not yield, in dumb silence, 
to the passage of one single woman? I 
never did, and nobody else ever did. 
The gentleman from Philadelphia (Mr. 
Gowen) is right when he said that the 
voting of women would purge our elec- 
tions ; and -when I am asked to continue 
this tutelage over women, to have them 
guarded and hedged around by legal dis- 
abilities, lest they should not be sufll- 
ciently careful of their own dignity, I 

must protest that gentlemen, who express 
this want of confidence in women, must 
limit their charges to the women of their 
own constituency, and not apply them to 
the women whom I represent. The 
women with whom I associate are not of 
that character. They are women capable 
of being trusted wherever their good j udg- 
ment directs them to go, and wherever 
they go you may be sure they will be 
surrounded by a halo of fairness, of right, 
of justice, of sobriety and of equity, before 
which all that is corrupt, and foul, and 
wrong will disappear. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read 
the amendment that is before the com- 
mittee; and the Chair will state that he 
is compelled to keep gentlemen, who 
continue this discussion, within the sub- 
ject embraced in the amendment. 

The CLERK. To insert, after the word 
“election,” in the first sentence of the first 
section, the words : 

“Having within two years, and at 
least one month before the election, paid 
a State or county tax, which shall have 
been assessed at least two months before 
the election.” 

The’CRAIRMAN. That is the question 
before the committee, and the Chair will 
repeat that, while he has permitted a 
great deal of latitude in the two gentle- 
men who have spoken this morning, he 
will now try to confine gentlemen who 
speak, after this, to the question, or nearly 
to it. 

Mr. WHERRY. Mr. Chairman : We have 
had thismorning a great deal of fine spun 
theory about human relations, govern- 
ment organizations ; about what are and 
what are not natural,inherent, inalienable 
rights. Now, sir, this isall nice enough for 
speech-making, but it has very little bear- 
ing on practical affairs. Fine sentiments 
and finely sifted conditions never yet 
brought liberty and good government to 
any people. If they had, if they could, 
Franceought to be the bestgoverned nation 
in the world instead of being, as she is, the 
worst governed. Republics are not built 
upon propositions laid down by social 
science associations, but upon the one 
broad principle of common defenceagainst 
common dangers. Human nature is too 
complex in its relations ; our knowledge 
of it far too limited and imperfect ; there 
are too many eccentric movements ; too 
many wheels of imperfect cast ; too many 
irregular and broken cogs for us at this 
age of the world to hope to make a gov- 
ernment machine as delicate and accu 
rate as a Geneva watch with hair pivots 
and jeweled.bearings. 

“For forms of government, let fools contest, 
What’s best administered is best.” 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. Chairman: I do 
not intend to inflict a long speech upon 
the Convention, and in the few remarks 
that I have to make I will try and con- 
fine myself to the question. And toget, at 
it straight, I will say in the beginning 
that I should favor inserting a clause that 
before a man is fully qualified to become an 
elector he bhall pay a small tax. I think 
it is right, as a matter of principle, that 
an elector should be bound by some ties to 
the State. I believe that the elector looks 
upon it as a privilege, and not as a bur- 
then, that he shall be permitted to pay 
something toward the support of his gov- 
ernment. Though it may be but very 
little, and if he is poor and can contribute 
but just the widow’s mite, he wants to 
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(*ontribute something to support that gov- 
Crnment that protects him and his family. 

Sow, sir, that is all the argument that 
I wish to make upon the direct question 
of the tax. Incidentally some other sub- 
,jects have been introduced here, and I 
desire to say right here, Mr. Chairman, 
that I do not want the Convention to get 
:&larmed for fear I am going to branch out 
:rnd go all over the creation, from the time 
of’ -Idarn down to the present day. But, 
sir, I believe thatwhatever wesay here is, 
some how or other, going to get abroad 
among the people. Here1 see these reporl- 
(‘1‘s; they are taking notes, and uo doubt 
they intend to print them. And, sir, there 
is nodoabtthat from us the people will ex- 
pect good, sound, civil law and political 
law; andifwo intend tomoddle with natu- 
ral law, they expect us to understand natu- 
ral law ; and if me touch the divine law they 
expect us to understand the divine law, 
uud to give them the Bible as it is. Sow, 
Jir. Chairman, I for one am not in favor of 
reading the ten commandments, as was 
the t,hief, who first read the command- 
inent “Thou shalt not steal,” and then 
said, “1 move to strike out the word 
‘uot,’ ” when it read “Thou shalt steal.” 
.\nd when the commandment said “Thou 
shalt not commit adultery,” the adulterer 
s;rid, ‘II move to strike out the word 
‘not,’ ” and then it read just to suit him. 
I heard the Bible read by the gentlolnan 
from Centre, (Mr. M’hllister,) and I sup- 
pose it was for the purpose of proving, no 
tloubt, that the act of voting is a natural 
right, but it was perfectly applicable to 
the subject under discussion now, and if 
\r-e did not fully comprehend it, it was be- 
cause we did not take in the entire scope 
of this mighty field that is before the Con- 
vention. 

Why, unquestionably, when dominion 
was given to man over everything, the 
great subject included the right to tax. 
There is no doubt about that, and in that 
sense it is a perfectly legitimate sub.iect of 
tlebate. Now, sir, it is a very good plan 
wbenover we read the old book to read it 
arigbt. pu’ow I want to read just a few 
\-erses, and then I will be willing to stop. 

“God created man.” I read thi-; be- 
clausc I suppose it has something to do 
with the question oftaxation, and I shall 
snake it specially applicable to the decla- 
ration of the gentlenran from Centre. 

“Arid God said unto man be fruitful 
and multiply, and replenish the earth.” 
I suppose the point-the subjectmatter of 
all that is to show that the command was 

given to man alone, that, of course, the 
man ought to have all the children. I do 
not know whether the gentleman from 
C’cntro so interpreted it or not, but it 
would be just as sensible as the balance of 
his interpretation. 

“God created man inHis own image, in 
the image of God created He him ; male 
and female, created He them. 

And God blessed them, and God said 
unto them : “Re fruitful and multiply, 
and replenish the earth, and subdue it, 
aud have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 
every living thing that moveth upon the 
earth.” 

Now, sir, there is the first right of gor- 
ernmcnt that was ever given to man, and 
it is given to the male and the female 
jointly. 

“And God blessed them, and said uuto 
them”-said unto them: A‘ Be fruitful, 
and hnve dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 
every living thing that movetb upon the 
earth.” 

That government was given jointly-. 
ISow, sir, if we are to have bible law, I do 
not want it to go abroad to the people of 
this Commonmealth that this great Con- 
vention that comprehends within itself, 
as some of the delegates lrave said, the 
brains, and intelligence, and wisdom of 
the Commonwealth, cannot read the Bible 
bettor than the delegatefrom Centro. But 
let us read a little further. The gentle- 
man uses the term man and then makes 
it out that that is the male, although the 
term man in bible logic means both male 
and female. 

Mr. wALLISTE11. Will the gentleman 
allow himself to be interrupted 4 

Mr. I-IOWARD. Mr. Chairman : Cer- 
tainly. 

i%. whLLISTFR 1 . Mr. Chairman: I 
desire to ask the gentleman if he knows 
what the Scriptures declare to be the head 
of the wife ? 

Mr. IIowaau. Wily, her own head, I 
always thought. [Laughter.] 

Mr. M'ALLISTER. Mr. Chairman : I 
would ask the gentleman if be knows 
whether the Scripture says “man is the 
head of a woman, as Christ is the head of 
the church.” 

Mr. HOX~ARD. Oh, you are getting too 
high for me [laughter.] I am going to 
stick to the subject. 

The CHMRXAN. The Chair must re- 
mind the committee that the question is 
upon taxing the elector. 
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Nr. HOWARD. Mr. Chairman: I am squarely separated. If I were goiog to 
discussing that question. I say when do- discuss the question, I should say that 
minion was given to man over every liv- men originally were all sovereign, and it 
ing thing that it included the right to tax, did not make any difference whether they 
and of course the gentleman from Centre were born in the United States or in any 
understood this subject. other particuiar country. Sovereignty is 

Iyow, sir, a little further : impressed upon man by his Maker, and 
“And God said: Behold, I have given it is just as strongly impressed upon wo- 

you every herb bearing seed, which is man. It is impressed upon the child the 
upon thefaceof all theearth,and every tree moment It is born, and that sovereignty 
in which is the fruit of a tree yielding inheres to it while it lives ; that is some- 
seed ; to you it shall be for meat.” thing that cannot be taken from it. It is 

Now, sir, does that mean “meat” for what is said to be inalienable. A man 
the male? Does it mean mea1 for both, may be sovereign and not a citizen ; or hc 
or was the man to eat it all and the wo- may be a citizen and not have any of the 
man was not to have anything? NOW I rights of an elector at all. The rights of 
de not understand the Bible to mean that an elector, or the privileges. are conferred 
:t man was to eat it all, and leave nothing upon him by society, and when this privi- 
but an empty platter for the woman. lege is conferred upon him it becomes a 

Well, now, read a little further: right. It is not a “natural” right nor a 

“And to every beast of the earth, and “ civil” right, but a politioal right. 

to every fowl of the air, and to everything With these few words I will close my 
that creepeth upon the earth w-herein remarks ou this subject, merely observ- 
there is.life, I have given every green ing that I have not intended to appear 
herb for meat.” It is to given to both of learned ; that I wished to avoid. 
them. Mr. WORRELL. Mr. Chairman : I un- 

Sow, Mr. Chairman, as far as the scrip- derstand that the provision now before 
tural argument is concerned, I only desire the committee is urged, firstly, as a means 
to call attention to the fact that, in the of identification of the voter; and, sec- 
lirst ordinance of government, (and the ondly, because the exercise of the right 
gentleman from Centre, in considering of snfl’rage should necessitate some contri- 
this question of taxation, went back to bution to the expenses of government. 
the very tirst point where democracy orig- Kow I submit that as the payment of 
itrated, the very first start of the thing,) the tax can be madefol the voter by some 
it started right there in thegardenof Eden. one other than himself, and that at the 
‘I Jiale and female created He them,” and time of payment no inquiry is authorized, 
hc gave them the dominion over every- nor ever instituted, as to the identity of 
thing that liveth. The first democracy the person making such ptlyment with 
was here organized, and the government the one upon whom the tax was assessed, 
was conferred upon all the people-man that such payment can not be an ndjrbdi- 
and woman-by God himself. calion. of the identity or other qualifica- 

Sow, Mr. Chairman, I have made all tion of the party presentmg the tax re- 
the speech that I consider legitimate upon ceipt. The possession of a tax receipt can 
tins question. I am in favor of inserting determine nothing other than the pre- 
a clause, as our fathers have done before surnption of the paymeut of the tax, un- 
LLY, that there should be a very small tax less. the law prescribes some regulations 
in order to qualify a man to be an elector, requiring such payment to be made by 
and I shall not consider it in vrolation of the voter personally, necessitating, of 
his original sovereignty, nor shall I dis course, a qzozsi judicial examination by 
cuss that other great question, as to a nat- the receiver of taxes, with proofs and 
ural right in society, that is not a natural counter-proofs, into the identity of the 
right or&t of it. I am not going into the party tendoring payment with the one 
discussion of those great fundamental upon whom the assessor or canvasser 
ininciples, but in a great body like this made the assessment. 
it is a bad thing for us to be making a Upon the second point I desire to say 
witches’ cauldron, and getting natural that “government is the manner in which 
rights and original sovereignty, and civil sovereignty is exercised.” Government 
rights and political rights, all put into a is created by those in whom the right 
grand botch-pot, until we do not under- of suffrage inheres. All powers, Execu- 
stand exactly how to pull them out of the 
Pot. I like to see them all fairly and 

tive, legislative and judicial, belong, origi- 
nallp, to the people, and we have met here, 
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representing the people of this Common- 
wealth, to vest, by their authority, in cer- 
tain departments of government, now ex- 
isting or to be created, the exercise of 
these powers, in such manner and by such 
officers as the organic law nuay provide. 
And I assert that this surrender of power 
not only establishes the right or’, but im- 
poses the duty upon, all who, joined in 
this delegation of authority, participating 
in the selection of the officers by whom 
the functions, thus resigned, are to be ad- 
ministered. The moment government is 
formed certain obligations are imposed 
upon each member of the community, 
among othersto contribute to the expenses 
of government, zf such contribution he ne- 
cessal-y, and to bear arms in the event of 
rebellion or invasion, and the liability to 
perform these duties, not theperfornzance 
ot them, is the consideration for the exer- 
cise of the right of suErage. 

It is argued that this taxqualification is 
necessary, because in a republicanform of 
government taxation and representation 
must be reciprocal. But if I understand 
this political maxim adght, it means tbat 
no tax can properly be assessed and col- 
lected unless those who are required to 
pay the tax were represented in the body 
which imposed the burden. To be taxed, 
one must be represented, but to be repre- 
sented, one need not necessarily be taxed. 

I desire now to advert to a few practical 
objections to the adoption of this amcnd- 
ment. The payment of tax has never 
beenmade a test of the identity of a voter, 
for I venture to say that in not more than 
one case in ten has a voter, upon present- 
ing his ballot, been required to tender 
his tax receipt for scrutiny and approval. 
And unless the Constitution shallrequire, 
imperatively, that every voter shall make 
proof of the payment of tax, this amend- 
ment, if adopted, will fail as a criterionof 
qualification, and will become only a 
means of petty annoyance and embarrass- 
ment. 

This tax,if collected, isutterly insignifi- 
cant in its aggregate, and is unnecessary 
for the purposes of government. 

The Governor of thisCommonwealth, in 
his recent message, stated that the reve- 
nues of the State are now so large that 
some of the laws assessing taxes could 
fitly be repealed. This tax being of a 
personal nature, and therefore the most 

objectionable, as well as unnecessary, can 
with great propriety be abolished. 

My attention has been called to the 
fact, through the public press, that with- 
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in a short time complaint has been made 
in two different sections of the country, 
that a provision of law, similar to the 
amendment now pending, that the pap- 
ment of a personal tax should be a pre- 
requisite of voting, has been so adminis- 
tered by assessing a tax excessive and 
exorbitant in amount, as to practically 
disfranchise a large body of electors. 

It is alleged that in one of the States of 
our Union the poll or voting tax was fixed 
at ten dollars, and the Constitution of that 
State requiring an elector to pay a poll tax 
beforeexercisingtheelectivefranchise, the 
Constitution actually denied the right it 
was created to protect and secure. I trust 
that this Convention will not place such 
a clause in the fundamental law of Penn- 
sylvania as may, at some time, through 
the demoralization of party politics, be 
used to disfrancbisc a great number of 
honest and intelligent, but poor, electors. 

Again, the payment of the tax for the 
voter destroys, to a great extent, the in- 
dependence which should attend the es- 
ercise of his right. Political parties will 
cheerfully pav the sum demanded snd 
thus control the elector for party purposes, 
abridging the intelligent freedom with 
which the elector should discharge the 
highest duty of citizenship, 

The imposition of a tax, as a qualifica- 
tion for suffrage, upon those unable or 
unwilling to pay such tax, places them 
under the direction of that political party 
which will make the payment for them ; 
and the authority and restraint which a 
political party will exercise over an clec- 
tor under such circumstances might, in 
some instances, defeat the proper expres- 
sion of the popular will, for it may hap- 
pen, at some time or another, that tho 
most importaut election in this Common- 
wealth may be decided by a majority of 
a few votes. 

I am of opinion that the exercise of the 
right of suffrage should be as free and un- 
embarrassed as possible. Eo restrictions 
should be imposed except those which 
the purity of th.e ballot-box demands. I 
have listened with oarnest attention to 
the remarks of the distinguished gentle- 
men vvho have advocated the adoption of 

this amendment, but for the reasons i 
have given I feel ConShined to vote in 

the negative, and to place those re .SOUS 

upon the records of the Convention. 
lfr. hImOR. Mr. Chairman : Upon 

this subject now before tho committee I 
have, I confess, listened with interest to 
all that has been said. Thcro is no doubt 
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that if we look merely at the theory of of course, reduce it to the lowest possible 
this proposition-the mere statement of minimum. Therefore when this tax shall 
it-it would seem that there is force in the have been paid all over the State, there 
amendment now offered. The design, if will have been just as little paid as it is 
I understand it, is to so order things that possible to pay in order to vote. Does that 
there maybe greater purity of elections result encourage respect and admiration 
in this Commonwealth, and better pro- for the right of suffrage? Does it give a 
tection for the honest and interested vo- man an enlarged and patriotic interest in 
ter; and also that the person being an our institutions 7 Does he not rather look 
elector might, through the medium of upon it as a mere petty affair, something 
this slight tax, be the more interested in, so insignificant as not to have any, or 
and identified with, the State and its nf- scarcely any, practical consideration ex- 
fairs. But, sir, upon listening to and re- cept the trouble which it costs him to ex- 
fleeting upon what has been said on the ercise the right? I shall not dwell further 
subject, it seems to me that the practical on this point, but come at once to another 
working of this amendment will be di- and one of the most serious objections to 
rectly the reverse of what is intended to this tax. Will not this be the practical 
be accomplished by the amendment. Let result, that irrstead ofaflording protection 
u3 look at it for a moment, for while it to the ballot, it affords simply the means 
may be beautiful in theory and excellent of corruption ? According to this amend- 
in design, it is deplorable in practice. I ment, if I understand it correctly, the 
n4llcitejustoneillustration:Inconversing tax is to be assessed two months in ad- 

* with a person who has been in this Com- Vance and paid thirty days in advanCe. 
monwealth as long as my friend from Erie That tax may be small, as indeed it al- 
(Mr. Walker) the other day said he had, ways will be. What will be the effect of 
for nearly five generations, I asked him it? Why, sir, the politician who desires to 
what his observations and experience on control llftv or one hundred votes in his 
the subject of this tax were. He told me election district comes and looks ov%r 
that the tax amounted to mere humbug, that list and pays the tiv-e, or ten, or twen- 
simply because men who have no pro- ty cents for the fifty or the hundred whose 
perty arc assessed for some nominal arti- votes he may need, without their request, 
cl% which they do not possess, and upon without oven their knowledge ; what fol- 
payment of the nominal tax-perhaps lows? He has got the tax receipts, and 
twenty-fivu cents, perhaps thirty-or, per- when the men cotne to vote and they find 
haps, no more than five or ten cents, they that this man has paid their tax, they will 
would have the right to vote for two years. no longer feel independent, and the con- 
And it was regarded as “a miserable piece sequence is, that so far as that can influ- 
of business” for the Commonwealth of ence the voter the politician has secured 
Pennsylvania to make a man come up and him. Everybody understands that if one 
pay such a tax. It was too small to give man steps up and pays a little money for 
anybody any interest in the matter. The another, and saves that other the annoy- 
members of this Convention coming, as * ante and trouble of the transaction, the 
they do, from all partsof thestate, doubt- fact establishes a sort of influence over 
less understand the bearing of this argu- the man whose debt has been paid, and 
ment. They know that when men aotne unless he is a man of very decided convic- 
to reside in this State, and on presenting tions, he will yield in the matter of his 
themselves for the exercise of the right of vote to the wishes of this CL disinterested” 
suffrage, are asked the question : *‘How friend. So that this tax clause becomes, 
much property have you got ?” and they in reality, an advertisement to all the poli- 
are obliged to answer, “very little,” and ticians of the State, and advises them that 
are then taxed five or ten cents; it belittles there is one way in which they can get an 
the value of the right of suffrage in the influence over a man, and in such a way 
estimation of the people. I have known that even the man himself cannot prevent 
the tax to go up as high as forty cents, but it. 
even then this question seems pertinent This then becomes a question of very 
here : Whether we shall, in a solemn Con- considerable importsnce. 1.9 it not true, 
StitUtiOn, place a provision that in practice sir, that in every election district, wher- 
works out as this does? ever the disposition exists to exercise it, 

When, in the business of levying taxes, a man can, through this tax, get an m- 
there is no limit to the amount, no fixed fluence over another man, and prevent 
rate being named asa standard, men will, his aoting independently at the polls? 
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That being so, where is the “protection 4“ fiers in their respective wards orprecincts. 
Iti the pnrity of the ballot-box promoted, and who distribute them to their friends 
or is it not rather injured? If purity, without any money consideration, or cl%% 
and protection, and interest in the State thep sell them for five or ten cents apiece, 
is what WC are looking for, let us approach (the tax being fifty cents.) Then we 
this tax question carefully. Will it aahrd find that the party which is not in power. 
any of the purity or any of the protection and therefore has no favors frown the rc- 
talked of? Will it not, except, perhaps, ceiver of taxes, or rather its unscrupulous 
in very rare instances, produce very managers, who are mixed up in many 01’ 
diflcrent results from these ? Is not the the election frauds, go to work ant1 h:~v(: 
danger great? I think it is. printed hundreds and thousands ot’ tag 

Let us fix the exercise of snffrage, if receipts, in blank, with no name signcll 
possible, in such a manner that men may to them, and they distribute these to per- 
vote for other men solely upon the merits sons like themselves, who will USC therll 
of th, candidates. Let personal character jn elections. We find further, that to 
be the basis of preference ; and let US re- those blank tax receipts arc actually ap- 
move from the ballot everything that pended forged names of t&x collectors 
would tend to corrupt it, or to influence and receivers ; and upon election days w(’ 
improperly the minds of those who cxer- And that probably not one tax receipt out 
cise it, to the detriment of those who are of several hundred that are presented :tt 
thus influenced and to the greater tletri- the pollsare bo72aJide tax receipts, or hnvc 
mcnt of the State. had one cent paid in on their account to 

Mr. ?201m3ELL. nfr. CJlairman: I holIe the city treasury. \ve find that thret, , 
thatnoamendment,recluiringthepaymcnt fraudulent receipts are issued 1’7 the ?n- 
ofany taxasaconditiouprccedentto theex- scrupulous managersof both 1~ohticaI l’;l~- 
ercis~oftherightofsuffrage,willbcadapted ties. I do not mean here to intimate th:~L 
by this body. Such tases, whcthcr large cithcr political party is any better thati 
or small in amount, discriminate against t,he other jn this respect, as we fintl that 
the poor, and that class of people is by no certain unscrupulous politicians, who arc 
means a small one. The l,oor are entitled in the 7inq.sof their respective partics, 11’(’ 
to the right of suErage as well as the rich. these receipts as the ~ncxns of getting inc)il 
There should be no disqualification from to cast fraudulent votes. 
voting by reason of the elector not having These tax receipts being thus tlistri bit- 
paid a tax. ted among the voters, the conscquenco iv 

I should like to call the attention of the that not one man in a thousand who prc- 
committee to the abuses that exist in the sontsa tax receipt has given any considcra- 
c;ity of Philadelphia under the present tax tion for it himself. such a condition ot 
qualifiontion. Instead of being a IlleanS things 3s thIt, lendillg t0 SllCh an ill!- 
of preventing fraud at elections, this tax men33 amount of fraud in our elections. 
qualification is one that directly tends to prcscnts a practical dilllculty of no sliphI 

increase fraud. From what has been said magnitude. 
at diRerent times on this floor the.mem- . Mr. SILES. Mr. (.‘hailn~an : I wouivi 
bcrs ,+-ho represcrkt districts outside tllc ask the g3lltkr~EUl (Arr. (hIrlp&!~! ) 

city will certainly acknowledge that we \rhcther ho thinks the elections of rh(t 
have l@rant election frauds in Philadel- city would be any purer if the voters pai: 
phia. 110 tax ? 

The practical working of the tax sys- Mr. CAMPBELL. J)ecidetily I do. II 
tern, with regard to elections, in Philadel- there is one thing Eve want to get rid ot’ itI 
phia, is this: We have a receiver of taxes ; Philadelphia it is the sys:ematizctl bur;i- 
sometimes he is of onepoliticalparty,some- ness of election Erautls, and one ol’ Thea 
times of another ; all taxes are presumod to lllost prolific sources of these frauds iu 
be paid to that oficer. We find that a short the tax receipt system. If wo tlo nw-:~~. 
time before the election thcreare hundreds with the tax receipt sgstenl-the abs:~r(i 
and thousands of tax receipts issued by provision which rquires a mall to lj:ly (I 
:luthority of the rcceivcr of taxes, and fii’ty cent tax, mhich, in reality, hc tlo1.4 
those tas receipts are in blank, except not pay, and which places :L qualilic’ati(~ll 
that they are signed by one of his dopu- upon the escrcise of the right of suil’r;t~(~. 
ties or a clerk in his of&c. Thcsc rc- n-hich is, in nearly every cast, :L Ilullitx- 
ccipts are distributed in hundreds and our elections lvill be greatly puriticil. 
thousands to certain f&Writes of lhe tax Hence I have cnlled the :tttcntion of tht. 
reociver, who arc, perhaps, political mana- committee to thiq great evil in l’hil;lcl~~l- 
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pbia that we wish to remove. By doing 
away with the t,ax qualification, standing 
by the report of the Committee on Suf- 
frage, as presented to this body, it will 
go a great way towards reforming elec- 
tions in this city, and if you reform the 
elections in Philadelphia a natural conse- 
quence will be a reform in the elections 
throughout the State. 

Mr. SIXPSON. Mr. Cbnirman : All that 
has been said in regard to tax receipts 
will apply, with equal strength, to certifi- 
cates of naturalization. Fraudulent ccr- 
tificiltes of naturalization have been is- 
sued all over this Commonwealth, and 
the argument might bc made that a man 
should .beallowed to vote without a natu- 
ralization certificate. 

Jlr. BEEBE. Mr. Chairman: I believe 
that the question of taxation in connec- 
tion with representation has been dis- 
cussed b&e by gentlemen, irrespective 
of the true principles that underlie it. 

Tbcamendment,which requires the tax 
to hc paid thirty days prior to the vote, 
was intended to do away with the evil of 
fraudulent voting. Some gentlemen deem 
this tax au improper one, as restricting 
suffrage. But it strikes me, sir, that, the 
principle involved is not to be disposed of 
in that way. It would strike at the whole 
system of taxation, if the views of our 
friend from Lancaster (Mr. Carter) should 
he adopted, for he says that there are men 
there who have not sufficient interest in 
the government to vote until their taxes 
are paid, and be has known as high as 
twelve dollars of tax to be paid for one in- 
dividual by another. There certainly are 
no taxes of this kind to be paid prelimi- 
nary to voting, and the tax to which tbe 
gentleman alludes must be a tax on pro- 
perty. His views of things would lead to 
the conclusion that taxation itself-the 
\-ery principle of taxation-must be ubol- 
ished for the sake of purity at elections. 

Sir, if WC are to endeavor here, by leg- 
islation merely, to purify the body politic, 
without an intelligent and educated pub- 
lic sentiment, on the part of the people 
themselves, against corruption and in fa- 
vor of honesty and purity of elections, we 
shall labor in vain, and might as well en- 
deavor to attain the whole end at once by 
adopting a fundamental principle nbol- 
ishing original sin. 

According to the testimony of some 
gentlemen the whole heart of the people 
is corrupr, and not only is there a class of 
persons who corruct the voters, hut the 
voters tbemselyes are unwilling to escr- 

cise the elective franchise, or do their 
duty until they are corrupted by somf’- 
body. So long as this bc so, constitutional 
legislation will be vain. Rut, gentlemen 
say it is such a miserable little thing--pay- 
ing a tax of five cents in order to vat?. 

There is nothing that is good or desira- 
ble that does not cost something. I tbiuk 
that the man who will pay a tax, even of 
it be small, betterappreciatcs the privilege 
or the rigbt than if be paid nothing. In 
our county we have say as many as one 
thousand men, engineers, drillers, kc., 
earning three dollars to four dollars a day, 
and who, although they have little or no 
property, could control the election, but 
would never pay a cent of tax. By retain- 
ing this amendment they would pay into 
the oount,y treasury, by virtue of the OP- 
cupation tax, not less than one dollar each ; 
and again, by the return of the roll fur- 
nisbed by the county commissioners as a 
basis for local t.ax levy, for municipal or 
townsbip purposes, there would be a vnln- 
able contribution to the public school tax. 
Xot, bowever, for any of these reasons 
alone do I favor the amendment, but hc- 
cause I believe in taxation witlb reprr- 
sent&ion, and it affords also a basis for 
correcting fraudulent voting. 

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, let mc 
say that be who exercises tb’c elective 
franchise should, in my opinion, do some- 
thing toward the organization, and sup- 
port and protection of society. 

Mr. CHAXLES A. BLACK. Mr. Chnir- 
man: I desire to state, very briefly, th(b 
reasons why I shall vote for this amond- 
ment. I regard it as very important, ant1 
should, in my judgment, be adopted by 
the committee. If but one-half of the 
charges alleged on this floor as to illegal 
and fraudulent voting be true, I think 
some further condition or limitation upon 
the right to vote should be imposed. ‘l’h~~ 
section, as reported by the Committee.oll 
SuErage, Election and Representation, 
imposes no other condition upon tbo es- 
ercisc of this important right than “rcsi- 
dencr,” thus omitting tbe tax feature as 
contained in the present Constitution. 
The motion is nom to restore the tax pro- 
vision, with the superadded condition 
that it shall be assessed two months an(1 
paid by the voter one month before thtb 
election. The able chairman of tbat oom- 
mitteo tells ns, in opposition to this mo- 
tion, that the subject was very fully con- 
sidered in committee, and the section as 
reported, leaving out the ta.x feature, WI’: 
the result of their deliberations. Tbih 
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fact is certainly entitled to great weight little affect either Upon the voter or in the 
and consideration, but, of course, thejudg- management or control of our elections. 
ment of that able committee can at most I maintain that every person who votes 
have but an advisory influence Upon us. at all shoald feel thnt he hassome interest 
He attempts to deny the right of this Con- in the government, and I do not know 
vention to impose any such condition on how this feeling could be better exhibited 
the right of suffrage ; not, perhaps, on the than by the psyment of a tax, no matter 
principle of any natural right to vote, a how small it may be. This feature of the 
position that the most, ardent friend of fe- section may not, in many instances, be so 
male suffrage in this body does not at- important in a financial point of view. 
tempt to maintain, but on theground that The tax will often be small and apparently 
in an organized community the right of not worth the assessment and collection. 
suffrage is a nalural social right, the eser- 13ut the true value, to my mind, of the 
cise of which mnnot be restrained by such section in this particular, as has becn ad- 
condition. The notion is perhaps plausi- rerted to by the gentleman from Colnm- 
ble and ingenious, but hardly sound, and bia, (Mr. Buckalew,) consists in the sys- 
may have teen adopted by the accom- tern of registration it will furnish. I 
plished chairman to escape the dilemma xever could see much advantage in any 
of female suffrage, to which he is wisely, of the ordinarY systems of registration, 
I think, opposed. But as a constitutional generally devised for some partisan end, 
question there cannot, in my judgment, and never, so far as my knowledge cx- 
be the slightest doubt as to our entire tends, regarded with much favor by the 
power to impose this condition, notwith- people. The cheapest and most effoctivc 
standing the very able argument of the system of registry hereafter, or untle~ 
gentleman. For the purposeof legitimate this provision, will be the assessments, as 
alterations of the Constitution, amend- furnishing the most accurate and reliable 
ments that do not affect or impair the ex- evidence of the facts necessary to entitle 
ercise of any natural right, or that do not a person to vote. It involves the violation 
interfere with the conditions imposed by of no essential social or political right; 
the Constitntion of tho general gorern- and as to any principle concerned, it is no 
ment,we may safely do anything that we great departure from the rule 1XCscril~cti 
bdieve the people would do if it were by the present Constitution. our 1WWer 
possible for them to constitute this body or right to impose this condition npou t!lcb 
instead of ourselves. This arnendnlent is exercise Of the right Of Suffrage Of WWHO 
therefore, in my opinion, but a matter of must be conceded, and it bccomcs, there- 
propriety, and the only question is, is it fore, a mere question of policy. In view 
right and proper, and will it command of the necessity for so me such limitation, 
itself favorably to the judgment of the and for the reasons I have given, I shall 
people. It will, to my mind, afl’ord a vote for theamendment. I believe it will 
very simple and valuablesystem of regis- go far towards remedying some of the 
t&ion-one as free from ljbability to evils of fraudulent voting, and hop0 the 
fraud as could be devised, and without proposition may be adopted. 
many of the objectionable features of Xr. CORSOX. I offer to amend, by strik- 
other modes. The tax-payer, before he ing out the word “one,” and inserting 
can vote, will have to be assessed two “ten days,” so that this part of the section 
months before the election. He will be will read, having within two Years aud at 
required to pay that tax one month before least “ten days before the election paid a 
he offers to vote, and it will thus stand as county tax.” 
a matter of record. That will show the In offering this amendment, Mr. Chnir- 
I.-oter has fully complied with all the re- man, I desire to say that it seems evident 
quirements of the law, in this respect, if the assessment is made two months be- 
and will stare the officers in the face, and fore the elections that we woUld get the 
although it may be a forgery or be fraudu- tax in good time, and at least ten days be- 
lent, it llevertllleSS Will stand as a matter fore the election. There is no reason \vhE 
Of record, and furnish within itself the the tax should be paid thirty ,-Jays before 
means of detection. It will thus form a the election. If it is paid ton days prior 
Very important feature in the perfection to the election it would be ample time to 
of our system of registration. secure all the money. 1 believe the mn- 

It has been argued by the gentleman jority of this Couvention are of the opin- 
from Philadelphia (Mr. Catnpbeil) that ion that about one of thewisest provisions 
the payment of the tax could have but in the old Constitution is this tax pro- 
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vision, which the committee has seen fit of the age of twenty-one years, having 
resided in the State one year, and in the 
election district where he offers to vote 
two months immediately preceding the 
election, shall enjoy the iights of anelec- 
tar.” My object in offerina this amend- 
ment is to better arrange the grammati- 
calconstruction of the section, by placing 
the enabling clause and the disabling 
clause together. It will be seen, by refer- 
ence to the printed report of the commit- 
tee, that the disabling clause forms the 
seventh section of the article. Itsposi- 
tlofi, I think, is more properly at the end 
of the flrst section. The election. board 
should not be .embarrassed by finding a 
provision made in one part of the article 
that every male citizen shall vote and in 
another place that he shall not vote. If 
the disabling clause.follo’ws immediately 
after the enabling clause, so that it will 
appear that every person convicted of 
any fraudulent violation of the election 
laws shall be deprived of the right of suf- 
frage, the section will not only be gram- 
matically correct, but will afford the 
proper means for the administration of 
law. 

to strike out, but the only thing about 
lvhich we differ at all is as to the time 
when the tax shall be paid. 

Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. Chairman : I hope 
the Convention will vote down theamend- 
ment. It matters little, as far as my own 
views are concerned, whether a taxquali- 
fication is made necessary or not, but it is 
obviously important, in my opinion, if a 
tax qualificat.ion is imposed upon a voter, 
that it should be paid at such a time prior 
to the election as to spare us from the de- 
grading spectacle of the buying and sel- 
ling of votes at the polls on election days. 
Every one of our members who has ever 
attended elections must have seen the evil 
to which I allude, and been convinced 
that the tendency is highly demoralizing. 
It is there where men first learn to sell 
their votes, and we had better do without 
the tax altogether than to let it be collect- 
ed so near the time of election,. that par- 
ties will pay the tax for the purpose of ob- 
taining the votes of those holding the re- 
ceipts. We had better do without the 
money, and also the votes, than to en- 
courage this practice of the buying and 
selling of votes. I think the time of one 
month, which wae inserted at my request, 
is as short a space of time as is advisable, 
and, in fact, I would rather vote in favor 
of extending the time than of shortening 
it. 

The question being then taken on the 
amendment to the amendment, a division 
was called, and the amendment was not 
agreed to, less than a majority of a quorum 
having voted in the amrmative. 

The question recurring on the amend- 
ment offered by’ Mr. Niles, a division 
was ,called, and the amendment w+s 
agreed to ; yeas, fifty:three ; nays, sixteen. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is now 
upon the section as amended. 

Mr. HUNSICKER. Mr. Cbairman: I 
offer to amend the first section, by insert 
ting at. the end thereof the following 
proviso : 

“Prouided, Every person convicted of 
any fraudulent violation of the election 
laws shall be deprived of the right of suf- 
frage, but such right, in any particular 
case, may be restored by an act of the 
Legislature, two-thirds of each House 
consenting thereto.” 

I desire to call the attention of the Con- 
vention to the fact that the first section. 
now under amsideration, provides that i 
“ Every male citizen of the United States 

48 

Mr. WHERRY. Mr. Chairman: I think 
the gentleman has entirely misconceived 
the idea of the seventh section of the 
article, as reported by the oommittee. It 
has nothing at all to do with the right of 
the elector. If it is examined it will be 
ascertained that it is not a constitutional 
sanction, but a legal legislative sanction. 
Therefore I submit that the gentleman’s 
motion is out of place in attaching a 
sanction to a section to which it does not 
belong. 

The question was then taken on the 
amendment, and the amendment was re- 
jetted. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. Chairman: I move 
to amend the section, by inserting, after 
the word “district,” the words ‘6 and paid 
taxes.” 

The question being taken onthe amend- 
ment, the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. Chairman : I move to 
amend the section, by inserting after the 
words “having resided in the State six 
months” the following proviso : 

“Provided, That male citizens of the 
United States, between the agesof twenty- 
one and twenty-two years, having resided 
in the State one year, and in the election 
district two months, as aforesaid, shall 
be entitled to vote, although they shall 
not have paid taxes” 
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Mr. KAINE. Mr. Chairman: That is 
from the old article of the Constitution of 
1838. 

Mr. EWINU. Mr. Chairman : The same 
amendment was offered here on Friday 
last, but, at the suggestion of several of its 
friends, was withdrawn. It is not porti-. 
nent to and not necessarily connected 
with this question. 

Mr. RAINI. Mr. Chairman: The pea- 
ple who made and adopted the Con&u- 
tion of 1835 thought it was right, and it is 
right for us to have it inserted here. 

The amendment was agreed to. . 
Mr. DALLAS. Mr. Chairman: I move 

further to amend the section under con- 
sideration, by striking out the whole of 
the proviso. 

Mr. NILKS. Mr. Chairman: I move to 
amend the amendment of the gentleman 
from Philadelphia, by inserting in lieu 
thereof the following: 

‘6 Pruui&d, That no naturaliaed citizen 
shall enjoy the right of an elector until 
he shall have resided in the State one 
year and in the elec:ion district two 
months immediately preceding the elee 
tion, nor until one month shall have 
elapsed from the time he became a citi- 
zen.” 

Mr. DALLAS. Mr. Chairman : The mo- 
tives that induced me to offer the amend- 
ment, which I have offered in committee, 
I think it proper that I should briefly 
state, that they may be rightly under- 
stood. The Constitution of the United 
States, which certainly, in this particu- 
lar, is the paramount law for this Conven- 
tion, provides that the Congress of the 
United States shall have the power to es- 
tablish uniform rules on the subject of 
naturalization. 

Jfr, C, A. BLACK. Mr. %airman: I 
move that the committee rise, report pro- 
gress and ask leave to sit again, if the gen- 
tleman from Philadelphia will give way to 
such a motion. 

Mr. DALLAS. Mr. Chairman: I yield 
1 he floor to a motion that the committee 
rise. - 

On agreeing to the motion that the com- 
mittee rise, a division was called, which 
resulted : Forty-tive in the affirmative; 
thirty-one in the negative. 

So the motion was agreed to. 
. 

IN CONVENTION. 

The committee rose, and the President 
pro tern., Mr. Walker, resumed the chair. 

Xr. LAWRENCE, chairman of the com- 
mittee of the whole, reported that that 

committee had further considered the rc- 
port of the Committee on Suffrage, Elec- 
tion and Representation, and had in- 
structed him to report progressand ask 
leave to sit again. 

Leave was given to sit to-morrow-. 

FORFEITING UORFORATION CHARTERS. 

Mr. T~IL~ELL asked and obtained leave 
to olfer the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Rnil- 
roads : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Rail- 
roads be requested to prepare and report 
an article for the Constitution, providing 
that no combination, understanding or 
agreement by and between any railroad 
companies, or by and between any coal 
companies, or between any railroad and 
coal companies, relative to increasing their 
rates of transportation of freight and pas- 
sengers, or either, or relative to the in- 
creased price of mining products, shall be 
cause for forfeiture of their charters ; and 
the Legislature shall by law provide foi 
the proper enforcement of this section. 

CORPORATION CORTRACTS WITIX THE 
STATE. 

Mr. DALLAS asked and obtained leave 
to offer the following resolution : 

Resolved, That tho Committee upon 
Railroads and Corporations be instructed 
to report how far the charters and privi- 
leges-of existing corporations are in the 
nature of contracts with the State, and as 
such not subject to the provision upon the 
subject which may be incorporated in the 
Constitution. 

Mr. COOIIXAN. Mr. President : I hope 
this resolution will not, as it requests, be 
referred to the Committee on Railroads 
and Corporations. It seems to me that 
this is a judicial question, and ought to go 
to the Committee on Judiciary. I do not, 
see why the Committee on Railways 
should be expected to make a separate re- 
port on a question which is simply legal 
and judicial. 

Mr. DALLAS. XIr. Chairman : It is im- 

material to me to which committee this 
resolution is referred. 

The resolution was referred to tbc Corn--¦ 
mittee on Judiciary. 

LOCAL FEMALE SUFTFFRAOE. 

Mr. FINNEY asked and obt,ained lcave 
to offer the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Snt- 
frage, Election and Representation : 
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ReJoZved, That the Committee on Suf- of suffrage as male citizens in all city, 
frage, Election and Representation be in- county or township elections. 
strutted to inquire into the propriety of Mr. PORTER moved that the Conven- 
inserting a clause into the Constitution, vention adjourn, whioh was agreed to, and 
and to the people separately, permitting the Convention, at one fifty-five P. M., ad- 
female citizens to exercise the same right journed until eleven A. M. to-morrow, 

. 

. 
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FORTIETH’ DAY, 

TUESDAY, Febramy 11,1073. 

The Convention met tit eleven o’clock 
A. M. 

Prayer was olY&ed by Rev. MF. Curry. 

JOURNAL, 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

PROEIBITION. 

Mr. HAY presented a petition of James 
B. FuIton and others, praying for an 
amendment to the Constitution prohibit- 
ing the manufacture and sale of intoxi- 
cating liquors, which was mfa-red to the 
Committee on Legislation. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition of one 
hundred and three mothers and wives, of 
Lucerne county, praying for a constitu- 
tional amendment prohibiting the sale of 
intoxicating liquors, which was referred 
to the Committee on Legislation. 

Mr. WRICSET also presented a petition 
of two hundred and seventy-three citizens 
of the same county, praying for a similar 
amendment to the Constitution, which 
was referred to the Committee on LegIs- 
lation. 

Mr. DODD presented a ‘petition Or citi- 
zons 0r Venango ‘county, praying for an 
amendment to the Constitution prohibit 
ing the manufacture and sale of intoxi- 
cating liquors, which was referred to the 
Committee on Legislation. 

TEE DEATH PENALTY. 

Mr. CARTER presented a memorial of a 
committee of a yearly meeting of the so- 
dety of Friends, of Chester, Lancaster, 
Bedford and other counties, praying that 
the death penalty for crime may be com- 
muted to imprisonment for life. 

FEMALE SVFFBAGE. 

Mr. CARTER also presented a petition of 
citizens of Lancaster county, asking that 
the right of suffrage be extended to 
women, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Suffrage. 

RESTRICTION8 UPON RAILROADS. 

Mr. LANDIS presented a petition of citi- 
20f183 of Pennsylvania, praying for certain 
regtrictions against railroads, which was 
referred to the Committee on Railroads 
and Canals. 

PROHIBITION. 

Mr. MANTOR presented a petition of two 
hundred citizens of Pennsylvania, ask- 
iogthat an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion be adopted, prohibiting the manufae 
ture and sale of intoxicating liquors, 
which was referred to the Committee on 
Legislation. 

FEJlALE BTJFFRAQE. 

Mr. HOWAF.D presented two petitions 
of citizens of Allegheny county, asking 
that the right of su&age be extenfied to 
women, which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Suffrage, Election and Repre- 
sentation. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. PARSOSS asked leate of absence for 
ML Metzger for a few days from to-day, 
which was granted. 

Mr. BARCLAY asked leave of absence 
for Mr. Henry W. Smith for a few days 
from to-day, which was granted. 

DELAYS IN PRINTING. 

Mr. BROOMALL offered the following 
preambleandresolution,whiohwereread: 

WHEREAS, The printer for the Conven- 
tion is under contract to furnish the De- 
bates ou the day after delivery, and the 
Journal on the day after approval, and is 
not entitled to any compensation unless 
he complies strictly with his contract. 

And whereas, Serious loss is likely to be 
entailed upon that gentleman if the Con- 
vention shall insist upon its just and legal 
rights; therefore, 

Resolved, That unless the printing shall 
be, at any time, more than one month be- 
hind, the printer shall be allowed the con- 
tract price, with an abatement of two per 
cent. for any day any portion of the 
printing is behind. 
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Mr. BBOOXALL. I desire the resolution 
put on second reading, and then referred 
to the CommXee on Printing and Bind- 
ing. 

The question being, shall the Conven- 
tion proceed to the second reading and 
consideration of the resolution, it. was 
agreed to. 

The PBEEXDENT. The reSOhtiOUiSn0W 
before the Convention. 

Mr. BEZOO~~ALL. Mr. President : I only 
d-ire to say that, seeing the Debates only 
up to the fifteenth of January, and re- 
membering that at this late day they will 
be sent to the newspapers all over the 
State, and knowing how little use they 
can be to the newspapers at this time, I 
desire the Committee on Printing to look 
into the subject, and sea what remedycan 
be devised. 

The resolution was then referred to the 
Committee on Printing and IEnding. 

PRINTING TEE CONSTITUTION. 

Mr. KAINE offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was twice read : 

Resolved, That the Clerk is hereby di- 
rected to have the present Constitution 
of the State of Pennsylvania correctly 
printed, in bill form, and placed upon the 
files of members. 

Mr. HAY. Mr. President : I can see no 
reason why this resolution should be 
adopted. There is already a copy of the 
present Constitution, which has been 
printed aud laid upon the desks of our 
members. This resolution contemplates 
that it should be again printed at the ex- 
pense of the State. It seems to me it 
would incur an entirely untiecesaary ex- 
pense. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President : That may 
be all very well, and every member of 
the Convention may have a printed aopy 
of the Constitution on his desk, but it is 
a mere pamphlet, printed in very small 
type, and wholly unfit for ready reference. 
The object of the resolution is to have the 
Constitution printed in bill form and 
placed on the file of members, so that 
they can turn to it readily and see what 
alterations or changes are necessary to be 
made. I find great difficulty in examin- 
ing the Constitution as it is printed in 
this pamphlet before me. I think there 
is very little objection that can be urged 
as far as the expense is concerned. If we 

can do anything to facilitate the work and 
business of the Convention, I think both 
time and money could be saved. I ex- 
amined the subjeot with some oare be- 
fore I offered the resolution, and I hope 
therefore it will be adopted. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. President: I desire 
simply to remark that the present Con- 
stitution of the State has been already 
printed in the first part of onr Journal, 
and in this form it is more convenient 
than it possibly could be if it was printed 
in bill form. 

The question being taken on the resolu- 
tion, a division was called and the resolu- 
tion was rejected, less than a majority of 
a quorum having voted in the qrmative. 

SESSIONS OF TEE CONVENTION. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Mr. President: I move 
that the Convention prooeed to the second 
reading and consideration of the resolu- 
tion I offered a few days sinoe, relative to 
holding two sessions per day. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT. The Clerk will read 

the resolution. 
The CLERE read the resolution, as fol- 

lows, viz : 
Resobed, That from and after Monday 

next, the sessions of the Convention shall 
be held from ten o’alock A. M. to one 
o’clock P. M., and from three o’olock P. 
M. to five o’olock P. M. 

Mr. DALLAS. I move to amend, by 
striking out “ten o’clock A. M.,” and in- 
serting “eleven o’clock A. M.;” andstrik- 
ing out ‘Gone o’&ck P. M.,” and insert- 
ing “two o’clock P. M.“. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. I movetoameqdthe 
amendment, by inserting “ten o’clook A. 
M.” and “two o’clock P. M.” It seems 
to me, Mr. President, that until there is 
more work from the committees presented 
to the Convention, that there will be very 
little use of holding two sessions a day. 

Mr. HOPKINS. I would have no obj?c- 
tious to the modiication of the resolution, 
if it applied to three days in the week. 
I move, however, that the further consid- 
eration of the subject be postponed. 

The question being taken, a division 
was called, and the motion was agreed to. 
Y&as, forty-seven ; nays, forty-four. 

LIMITING DEBATE. 

Mr. MANTOR. Mr. President: I move 
that the Convention proceed to the second 
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reading and consideration of the resolu- 
tion I otTered yesterday. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT pro rem. The Clerk 

will read the resolution. 

The CLERK read ae follows : 
Re.soZved, That no member of thi Con- 

vention shall be permitted to speak for a 
longer time than twenty minutes on any 
question before the Convention. 

Mr. MANTOR. Mr. President: In of- 
fering this resolution I desire to state that 
it is not with a desire to restrict any mem- 
ber of the Convention in the exercise of 
auy right which properly belongs to him ; 
but we have been sitting here, from day 
to day, and have consumed a whole week 
in discussing a question which has not 
yet been brought to avote. I thinkit pro- 
per to say that I have consulted with a 
number of members of the Convention 
with reference to this resolution, and they 
have expressed a variety of opinions in 
regard to the length of time that ought to 
be allowed to each member in debating 
the questions that may come before us 
for discussion. Some have been in favor 
of twenty minutes, and others ten, fifteen 
and twenty-five minutes. I have endeav- 
ored, in this resolution, to select a me- 
dium, and have, therefore, suggested 
twenty minutes. I have carefully exam- 
ined this subject, and desire to call the at- 
tention of the Convention to the time this 
debate, if not limited in some manner, 
will require hefore our sessions are ended. 
It is well known that twentydeven com- 
mittees have been appointed, and, iftwen- 
ty minutes are allowed to each committee 
to debate any question that may arise, it 
will be found, at the close of our sessions, 
each committee will have occupied near!y 
fiye hours time in discussion. The Con- 
vention is composed of one hundred and 
thirty-three delegates ; so that if each gen- 
tleman avails himself of the opportunity 
afforded in this resolution, it will re- 
quire one thousand one hundred and 
ninety-seven hours to debate any one 
question ; and if the sessions of the Con- 
vention are continued as they are now, ar- 
ranged from the hours of eIeven A. M. 
to two o’clock P. M., it will be found that 
three hundred and ninety-nine days will 
be required to complete our work. It 
seems to me, therefore, that the time has 
arrived when we should take this matter 

into consideration. Iam aware that there 
will be many questions which will come 
beforethe Convention requiring more than 
twenty minutes for discussion ; but there 
will be a large number of delegates who 
do not propose, as I suppose, to speak over 
ten minutes on any question ; but if this 
time is enlarged upon, and everydelegate 
is allowed to speak on every proposition 
that comes before the committee of the 
whole or the Convention, in the vari- 
ous sections of any report that may be 
made, we shall have to sit here until 
doomsday ; we shall never get through. 

Mr. LILLY. Mr. President : I move to 
amend, as follows : 

To strike out “twenty” and insert 
%en,” and to also make the amendment 
applicable to the committee of the whole 
as well as the House. 

Mr. LILLY. Mr. President : From the 
present reading of it, I believe the limita- 
tiou of the amendment only applies to 
the House itself. That such a restriction, 
if adopted, should be equally the ru!e for 
the committee of the whole, will, I think, 
be apparent toevery gentleman upon this 
ffoor. 

I desire to say that I make very few 
speeches here; and those few are always 
brief. There are very few speeches made 
here that could not be made in ten min- 
utes, although some of us may require 
twenty minutes. I believe every gentle- 
man willagreewithme,thatshortpractioal 
speeches are what we want. They acoom- 
plish all that can be hoped to be done on 
this floor, and beyond this we should dc- 
sire nothing. This circumlocution, this 
beautiful language that we have had here 
at times, is what we do not want. We 
want every man to speak ag a man of 
sense, speaking to men of sense. And I 
believe that debate ought to be restricted, 
because, without such aoondition, we will 
not be able to finish our work in a short 
time, and submit to the people the result 
of our deliberations, for which they are 
looking. 

Mr. DUNNING. Mr. President: I do not 
propose to occupy mauy minutes upon 
this floor at this time- 

Mr. HAY. Mr. President: If the gen- 
tleman from Luserne will allow me to 
interrupt him, I desire to offer an amend- 
ment, which will,‘perhaps, give him a 
better opportunity to disouss this question - 
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Mr. DUNNING Mr. President : I prefer 
not to yield the floor for the introduction 
of another amendment. 

It strikes me, that fram the limited 
number of gentleman who have already 
spoken out of our whole number-one 
hundred and thirty-three-1 believe it is, 
if the arithmetic of the gentleman from 
Crawford (Mr. Mantor) be correct ; I have 
not gone into details myself to ascertain- 
very few gentlemen on this floor have 
spoken for more than twenty minutes in 
the discussion of any of the questions that 
have come before tbis body. There are, 
indeed, a very few gentlemen who have 
spoken here a mu& longer time, and, if 
I am not mistaken, the gentleman from 
CrawfcrJ, himself, occupied about an 
hour the other day at one time. 

Mr. MANTO%. Mr. President : I aesire 
to correct the gentleman. I have made 
no speech in this House to exceed ten 
minutes. 

Mr. DUNNINQ. Mr. President: I was 
so pleased with the gentleman’s remarks 
that I thought it was impossi ble that they 
could have becn delivered in so short a 
space of time. I stand corrected. 

I hope, if this resolution is to pass, that 
it will be so amended that a single objec- 
ticn may not prevent any gentleman that 
has in his possession certain important in- 
formation that he desires to give the Con- 
vention from so doing. If it could be so 
modified, I would vote for the resolution 
cordially.’ 

Mr. DARLINQTON: Mr. President: I 
hope this whole thing will be postponed, 
and I make that motion, to postpone it 
indefinitely. I make that motion because 
I do not think that setting a limit upon the 
discussion of questions beforethe Conven- 
tion is comportable with the dignity- 

Mr. LIm,v. Mr. President: Is this 
motion debatable? 

The PRESIDENT. Certainly. It brings 
up the whole question. 

Mr. DARLINQTON. Mr. President: I 
do not think that setting a limit upon the 
right of suffrage is consistent with the 
dignity and honor of this Convention. I 
think we were not sent here for the pur- 
poseof deciding these important questions 
that are to be considered here, upon five 
or ten minutes’ argument or debate. Does 
any one suppose that the important sub- 
jects that are yet to come before this body, 

touching the re-organisation of the judi- 
ciary, of the legislative branch, of the Ex- 
ecutive branch, and the proper limitations 
to be placed upon those who exercise the 
functions of these several branches, can 
be advantageously or adequately consid- 
Ered and decided by any gentleman here 
upon c five or ten minutes’ argument? 
If there is any body ever convened which 
is entltled to the freest and fullest con- 
sideration upon every question which can 
be presented to them, it is a body or- 
gmizecl Ibr the purpose of deciding upm 
what shall be the fundamental law of the 
Commonwealth. 

We have not all the faculty of conden- 
sation as my friend from Carbon (Mr. 
Lilly) and my friend from Delaware (Mr. 
Broomall) have. It does not lie within 
the compass of the human intellect to be 
all alike. We cannot all be alike con- 
densing. Therefore it may take longer 
time for me and for other gentlemen to 
express such views as may occur to us, 
and which we have a right to present for 
the consideration of our fellows. I say 
we may not be able to present them in as 
concise and condensed a form as other 
gentlemen may. Shali it be said of a 
body such as this, composed of what are 
supposed to be, leaving out of considera- 
tion and observation all personal con- 
siderations, a body of men who are sup- 
posed, and justly supposed, to be the fair 
representatives of the intellect of the 
State, that they shall set bounds to our 
discussion upon the important subjects 
that are and will come before us4 Will 
my friend from Philadelphia (Judge 
Woodward) undertake to make all the 
argument that is necessary upon the 
judiciary question in ten minutes? Will 
my friend from Lycoming (Mr. 9rm- 
st,rong) &tempt to do it, or any other 
gentleman who is upon that committee or 
intere:sted in that question? Will the 
friends or the opponents of any measure 
touching corporations, in this Conven- 
tion, be satisfied with a five or a ten 
minutes’ argument for or against it? I 
think, sir, you must leave something to 
the fair and reasonable judgment of each 
member, as to how long he ought to 
speak. You should leave something to 
the judgment of every gentleman upon 
this floor. It is not for me to set bounds 
to the argument of any other g&tieman 



who thinks he has that in him which he 
should submit to us, and it is not for 
others to set bounds to me. I do not sup- 
pose that I can do more to enlighten this 
body than anx other man, nor near as 
much ; hut I do believe that what I have 
to say, by way of argument, to any gentle- 
man of this Convention may require more 
than five or ten minutes to make myself 
fully understood. 

Upon the ground, therefore, that this 
proposition is one which it is not fit for a 
body like this to impose upon itself, I 
will vote, and I hope the Convention will 
vote, in favor of its indefinite postpone- 
ment. 

Mr. HUNSICKER. Mr. President : I hope 
the motion to postpone indefinitely will 
not prevail. This Convention is as fit to- 
day to handle this question as it ever will 
be, and let me say here that we have now 
consumed six or seven days of session 
without having accomplished any practi- 
cal good. We have discussed female suf- 
frage. We have discussed the creation of 
the world. We have discussed every other 
question within the limit of discussion, 
and it does strike me that we have a 
right to presume that members of this 
Convention know something, and that a 
person is not. to come into this body to 
make buncombe speeches. I do not 
mean to charge that any member haa 
made buneombe speeches, but I do mean 
to assert, particularly, that any gentleman 
on this floor can condense all he has to 
say into at least a twenty minutes’ speech. 
We do not care about his going off to the 
creation and then to come down to the 
question under consideration. Let each 
gentleman state his propositions clearly 
and distinctly, and if it should be dis- 
covered that he could not properly ex- 
plain himself, and that the subject is too 
great for a twenty minutes’ speech, then 
this Convention would unanimously ef- 
tend the time. And when an important 
questicn comes before this body I have 
no doubt that the Convention will suspend 
the rules in the case of a particular mem- 
bcr and allow him to go on. But this 
resolution springs up to-day before us, 
growing out of the necessities of our 
situation. We meet here at eleven o’clock 
and we adjourn at two. A member will 
get up to discuss a proposition, and all the 
other members will be reading or talking, 

and not listening. But if you adopt this 
rule, and the same rule prevailed, I be- 
lieve, in the Illinois Convsntion, where 
upon every question, either in committee 
or in the Convention, all speeches were 
limited to ten minutes; and a student 
can take up the book of those debates, 
and can read and understand clearly 
what was the point under consideration ; 
but if we are to allow every member on 
this floor, the whole one hundred and 
thirty-three .members, to speak more than 
twice upon every subject in the commit- 
tee of the whole, and to speak as long as 
he can, and to speak once again in the 
Convention, we will get done about in 
time for the Centennial exposition if we 
have luck. I thereiore trust that this 
Convention will to-day decide this ques- 
tion. 

Mr. CORSON. Mr. President: I hope 
that the motion of the gentleman from 
Chester (Mr. Darlington) will not prevaii. 
And I hope also that the motion of the 
gentleman from Carbon (Mr. Lilly) will 
not prevail. I have made a careful calcu- 
lation how long it takes to make a speech 
in a Constitutional Convention. 1 have 
ciphered it out and am prepared *to state, 
from a careful general average of all the 
speeches that have been made in the 
United States, that it takes just twenty 
minutes; five minutes to collect the af- 
flatus or the “ icspiration,” as my dis- 
tinguished friend from Montgomery (Mr. 
Boyd) would express it ; five minutes for 
the hard logic of facts; five m’inutes for 
buncombc and for constituency, and five 
minutes for peroration for posperity to 
read. [Laughter.] That is long enough. 
I go for twenty minutes. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. President: Al- 
though I am the longest member of this 
body, I believe I make shorter speeches 
than any one else. I do not believe that 
I have occupied twenty minutes of the 
time of this Convention since we met. I 
certainly have not in any one speech. But 
there will come a time, in our dellbera- 
tions, when 1 shall be in favor of some such 
resolution as the gentleman from Craw- 
ford (Mr. Mantor) has offered. I think 
it is premature, and therefore I will vote 
for the motion to postpone. There are 
some subjects yet to come before this body 
vastly more important, much further 
reaching, than any that we have yet en- 
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tertained. Eereis myfriend on the left, 
the chairman of the Judiciary Committee, 
(Mr. Armstrong,) who is maturing a re- 
port upon that important subject, and I 
venture to a5rm that, with all his pow- 
ers of condensation-and I do not know 
any gentleman whose powers are greater 
-it will be impossible for him to present 
his views upon the amendments which he 
proposes to introduce in less than an hdur ; 
and if you limit and restrict him to twenty 
minutes you do great injustice to the eub- 
ject, to him and to the public. 

As to the suggestion which some gen- 
tleman has made, that there will be 
uuanimouscousent insuchcases for gentle- 
men to speak for more than twenty minu- 
tes, I would simply say that it is not safe 
to commit the rights of any member to 
the fancies and caprices of a single mem- 
ber upon this floor. There will doubtless 
be plenty of gentlemen who will object to 
suspending the rules. And what will be 
the consequence? The ox that treadeth 
out the corn will be muzzled, and the in- 
telligence of this Convention, of which the 
gentleman from Chester (,Mr. Darling- 
ton) always boasts, will not be eplight- 
ened by such reflections and suggestions 
az gentleman have prepared for the Con- 
vention, when they have an opportunity 
to submit them. 

This miserable subject of woman’s 
rights, that has been entertaining us for a 
week or ten days, is to pass away, I trust, 
and we will get at something that is more 
worthy of one hundred and thirty-three 
men tothink and talk about. If you are 
going to muzzle my friend (Mr. Arm- 
strong) and other gentlemen who will 
have to speak upon these subjects, great 
injustice will resulttherefrom. We have 
the subject of legislation in all its branch- 
ea. We have the subject of corporations. 

I wonder if the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Railroads will not want more 
than twenty minutes when he comes to 
discuw the railroads of Pennaylvaniat 
Then there is the subject of privatecorpo- 
rations, which will doubtless occupy some 
time in its consideration. 

So you will see that to tie up this body 
at this time to twentyminutesupon these 
important subjects will have the effect to 
ignore them. It would be better to dis- 
solve the. Convention at once. But, as I 
before said, there may come a time, after 

these subjects shall have been fully dis- 
cussed, when it will be very proper and 
expedient to limit debate. 

I once heard Speake; Colfax say, that 
when the revenue bills were under con- 
sideration in the House, where speeches 
were limited to Iive minutes, the best 
speeches that he had ever heard in that 
body were those five minute speeches. 
But they were upon revenue bills, am- 
tainins a great variety of items, and a 
gentleman could utter all he had to say 
upon a single item in ilve minutes, and 
because he was limited to five minutes 
he would speak, as the gentleman from 
Ckb~u (Mr. Lilly) desires us ail to 
speak, directly to the point. Therefore, 
five minutes upon such a bill was su5- 
dent; but the man has never been 
born who can discuss the subjects of the 
judiciary or railroads of Pennsylvania in 
five, ten, ilfteen or twenty minutes. He 
must have time; and therefore I trust 
this resolution will not be forced upon US 
at this time. I say there will come a time 
when I will vote for the limitation of de- 
bate ; but at this time I think it will be 
premature, injudicious and unjust. I 
trust, therefore, the subject will be post- 
poned. 

Mr. LILLY. Mr. Chairman: I merely 
desire to say that I think it only requires 
a majority of the Convention to allow a 
member to continue speaking after his 
time has expired. I do not know of any 
rule that says there must be unanimous 
consent given, but that a majority of the 
Convention can extend the time. I have 
no doubt, in gases where it would be ex- 
pedient,thetimewouidbeextended. Any 
gentleman can speak beyond the rule bY 
the consent of the majority. If such is 
not the rule I hope it will be made so, so 
that a majority may allow the members 
to proceed. 

The P&IDENT pro tern. The question 
is upon the motion to indefinitely post- 
pone. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The PRESIDENTPVO tem. The question 
is upon the amendment to strike out 
(‘ten ” and insert “twenty.” 

Mr. LILLY. And also my amendment 
that it should apply to committee of the 
whole. 
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The PRESIDENT ~0 tern. The Clerk 
will read the resolution as amended and 
modified. 

The CLERK read : 
Resolved, That no member of this Con- 

vention be permitted to speak for a longer 
time than twenty minutes upon any ques- 
tion before the Convention or in commit- 
tee of the whole. 

Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. President : I think 
with the aid of the previous question, 
there is no occasion whatever for the limi- 
tation of debate in Convention. The pre- 
vious question can at any time cut off 
debate, and if the majority says it should 
be cut off, it ought to be done. So far as 
the rule proposed relates to committee 
of the whole I think it is too broad. I 
think the rule should be something like 
this, that it should be competent for the 
C’onvention at any time, by resolution, to 
limit debate upon any article pending in 
the committee of the whole at the time, 
so that this morning if we choose, we 
can move to limit the debate to five miu- 
utes when we get into committee of the 
whole, and it would be so limited. That 
would remove the objection of the gentle- 
man from Philadelphia (Mr. Woodward) 
to the resolution, and his ob.jection is very 
forcible in my mind. There are questions 
that, even in committee of the whole, 
must be debated at greater length than 
others, and I would suggest that this 
smendmeut be voted down and that the 
resolutiou be amended so as to empower 
the Convention, at any time, to limit de- 
bate in committee of the whole upon a 
pending matter in committee of the whole. 

Mr. B&KALEW. Mr. President : The 
Convention has that power now. I offer 
the following as a substitute: 

The CLERK read : 
Strike out all after the word “resolved,” 

and insert : “That no member shallbe per- 
mitted, without leave, to speak more than 
twenty minutes at any one time in com- 
mittee of the whole.” 

Mr. BUCKALEW. Mr. President : I am 
willing to vote for a reasonable limitation 
of debate in committee of the whole, be- 
cause I am convinced that we require 
such limitation in view of what has al- 
ready occurred ; and as members can 
speak more than once, certainly this limi- 
tation will be reasonable, and, as has been 
already remarked, we require no rule of 

limitation in Convention. In fact we 
will not have debates upon second read- 
ing in Convention for a long time to come 
upon propositions from committees. 
“ Sufficient for the day is the evil thereof.” 
Let us provide a reasonable limitation 
upon the unlimited right of debate in 
committee of the whole, and then here- 
aftgr, as our experience points the way, 
we may extend the limitation to the Con- 
vention. 

Mr. COCIIRAN. Mr. President : In the 
first place I think the limitation of twenty 
minutes is an unreasonable limitation. I 
think if this Convention is determined to 
limit, it should limit to not less than 
thirty minutes. That will give a reason- 
able time for gentlemen to express their 
views ; and I would therefore, if in order, 
move to strike out “twenty ” and insert 
“thirty.” 

The PRESIDENTPTO tem. It is not now 
in order. 

Mr. COCHRBN. In addition to that I 
have another strong ob.jection to the other 
proposition as a substitute, and that is 
this : That the right of any member of the 
Convention is to be left dependent upon 
the caprice, or upon the favor of one or 
two, or a portion of the members. There 
may he gentlemen here who are such 
favorites that they may be able to obtain 
a hearing at all times, simply because 
they are such and such gentlemen, who, 
by position, character, ability, or other 
circumstances, may be supposed to be en- 
titled to a preference. I think that all 
the members upon this floor ought to be 
entitled to equal rights and equal time 
when they undertake to discuss a propo- 
sition ; and therefore I think it is injudi- 
cious to leave it as a question of favoritism 
whether any gentleman shall have more 
than the time allowed his fellows. 

I think, therefore, it would be well to 
adopt, as the first limitation, thirty min- 
utes in committee of the whole, without 
ar.y exception as to favoiitism towards 
individuals; and try that, and if it were 
found not to work well, we can after- 
wards substitutea shorter time. I object 
to adopting the substitute, in the form it 
has assumed, for the original resolution. 

The PRESIDENT pro tern. The question 
is upon the substitute offered by the gen- 
tleman from Columbia (Mr. Buckalew.) 
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Mr. CUYLER. Mr. President : Addicted 
to public as I am, in exercise of my pro- 
fession, I have gained a reputation for 
making short speeches, which I do not 
iuean to imperil, in any instance, during 
my life in this Convention. 

I thiuk the trouble that afflicls the 
Convention lies behind all this matter. 
IG exists in the fact that the Convention 
sits during the morning hours, and thus 
depriving the committees of the time that 
ought to be devoted to their duties. As 
a practical result of this, the committees’ 
work is brought into the Convention in a 
very crude and imperfect state, whioh 
necessitates lengthened debates after it is 
here. The committees’ report slowly, 
and th6 Convention has little solid mst- 
ter to spend its time upon, and engages 
in such preposterous discussions as those 
upon which we have been engaged dur- 
iug the last week. 

I think if the Convention would as- 
semble at twelve o’clock, iustead of 
eleven, and require its committees to 
hold morning sessions, we would get on 
much 1nor6 rapidly, and have far better 
matured reports. I refer to the report of 
the Committee on the Legislature, which 
occupied so much time in discussion 
here. I think that report--I speak it 
with great respect for that committee- 
had not received in the committee the 
thouglrtful consideration it should have 
received before it came into the Conven- 
tion, and I think the apology is to bo 
found ill the fact that the Convention af- 
forded the committee no time to sit. 

If, therefore, wewould postponeourown 
hour of meeting until twelve o’olock, and 
would require our committees to meet 
each morning at ten, the practical result 
would be that in a short time we would 
have, not ornde, but carefully digested 
reports, so that less discussion would 
take place here, and there would be less 
necessity for amendments, and we would 
get on with some rapidity. I am onposed 
to restrictions of debate. It is distres- 
sing to me to listen to long speeches that 
amount to nothing, but at the same time 
I do not think we should abridge the 
libarty of full debate, I am, th6refOr@, 
opposed to any limitation. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. President : My ex- 
perience hrs not tallied 4th that of the 
distinguished gentleman who has just 
taken his seat. The first report of any 

commirtee of this body was the report of 
the Committee on Suffrage, and that re- 
port was considered in committee for not 
less than seven different sessions, occu- 
pying very many hours. It was brought 
into this body and was discussed for nearly 
two weeks before it was finally passed. 
My experience is, that no matter how 
well the report may he, gen:lemen who 
difittr from the committee are bound to 
present their views to the Convention, 
and are bound to express them upon this 
floor, and they will take auy time that 
you will give them. 

Ishall vote for the limitation. Although 
I have not myself inflicte I a speech of 
even twenty minutes upon the Conven- 
tion, yet if some limitation be not set 
shortly I might be tempted to do it. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. LILLY. Mr. Chairman : I will 
withdraw my amendment to the amend- 
ment, as I am willing to try tho amend- 
ment for a few weeks. 

The question being upon the amend- 
ment of 1lr. Buckalew, the yeas and nays 
were required by Mr. Cochran and Mr. 
Lilly, and were as follow, viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Aohenbabh, Addicks, hrm- 
strong, Baer, Baily, (Perry,) Bailey, 
(Huntington,) Baker, Barclay, Bartholo- 
mew, Black, Charles A., Bowman, Royd, 
Brodhead, Broomall, Brown, Buckalew, 
Car6p, Carter, Church, Clark, Collins, 
Corbert, Corson, Cronmiller, Curry, Cuy- 
ler, Davis, De Fr;rnce, Dodd, Dunning, 
Edwards, Elliott, Ellis, Ewing, Finney, 
Fulton, Funck, Gilpin, Guthrie, Hall, 
Hanna, Hay, Hazsard, Hemphill, Hop- 
kins, Horton, Hoaard, Hunsicker, Kaine, 
Knight, L:unberton, Landis, Lawrence, 
Lilly,Long,M’Allister, M’Connell, M’Cul- 
loch, Mann, Mantor, Minor, Mott, Niles, 
Palmer, G. W., Parsons, Patterson, T. 
H. B., Patton, Porter, Purviance, Samuc~l 
A., Reed, .\ndrew, Reynolds, James L., 
Reynolds, 3. H., Rooke, Russell, Sharpe, 
Simpson, Smith, H. G.,Strut~hers,Temple, 
Turrell, Walker, Wetherill, Jobn Price, 
Wherry, White, David N., White, 6. W 
F., Woodward, Worrctll and Wright-SY. 

NAYS. 

Messrs. Campbell, Cochrao, Craig, Dal- 
las, Darlington and Patterson, D. W.--il. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
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ABSENT OR NOT VOTINQ. - MeSSrS. 
Ainey,Alricks, Andrews, Bannan, Bards- 
ley, Beebe, Biddle, Black, J. S., Cassidy, 
Curtin, Dimmick, Fell, Gibson, Goweo, 
Harvey, Heverin, Lear, Littleton, M’Cam- 
ant, M’Clean, M’,Murray, Mac Veagh, 
Metzger, Newlin, Palmer, H. W., Pnghe, 
Purman, Purvianoe, John N., Read, John 
R., Ross, Runk, Smith, HenryW,Smith, 
W.H., Stanton, Stewart, Van Reed,Wetb 
erill, J. M., White, Harry and Meredith, 
Pre.sident49. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. H~PKINB. I now move the second 
reading and ccnsideration of the resolu- 
tion sometime ago o&red by me, relat- 
ing to the final adjournment of this Con- 
vention. 

The rosolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That this Convention will ad- 

journ, sine die on Thursday the 27th day 
of March. 

The question being, shall the House 
proceed to the second reading and con- 
sideration, it was not agreed to. 

SlJPFRACiE AND ELECTIONS. 

The PRESIDENTPTO tern. The next bu- 
siness in order is the consideration, in 
committee of the whole, of the article re- 
ported by the Committee on Snerage. 

The Convention then, as in oornmittee 
of the wpole, Mr. Lawrence in tbe chair, 
proceeded to the ftirther consideration of 
the article reported by the Committee on 
Suffrage, Election and Representation. 

Mr. DALLAS. Mr. Chairman: At the 
time the Committee rose yesterday I had 
obtained the flobr for the purporre of con- 
sidering the amendment offered by myself 
to the first section now under considera- 
tion. 

I desire at the outset to call the atcen- 
tion of this committee to the amendment 
to the amendment offered by my friend 
from Tiopa (Mr. Niles.) By chat amend- 
ment, as 1 nndorstand It, he proposes to 
makemore distinct tbe application of that 
portion of the section which requires one 
year’s residence in the State and two 
months’ in the election district to citizens 
of foreign birth, and then proposes to re- 
tain tbe one month restriction upon for- 
eign citizens, and which applies only to 
them. 

So much of this amendment to the 
amendment as has for its purpose the ren- 

dering mnre distinct the application to 
foreign citizens of the unifinm prerequi- 
sites IO the exercise of the privilege of the 
franchise I think entirely unnecessary. 
The section asit reads is sufficiently clear 
in making tbe necessity for one year’s re- 
sidence in the State and two months’ in 
the district applicable to all citizens alike; 
but the amendment to the ame!ldment, 
in seeking to retain the proviso that no 
naturalized citizen shall vote for one 
month after he sball have become a citi- 
zen, is precisely the same as the proposi- 
tion which it seeks to amend ; and it is to 
that subject I desire to direct the atten- 
tion of the committee, namely : Whether 
after providing, a8 the Committee on Sntf- 
rage has, that every male citizen of the 
United States, upon certain general con- 
ditions, shall have the right to vote, it is 
then proper to add, in effect, “except na- 
turalized citizens, as to whom there shall 
be a further condition.” 

The Constitution of the United States 
provides, that in Congress shall be vested 
the power to establish a uniform rule of 
naturalization thronghout the United 
States. That power has been exercised 
by Congress, and the general scope of the 
act is known to probably every member 
upon this floor. That power, sir, when 
exercised, is exclusive of any action by 
the respective States upon the same sub- 
ject. 

When a man, born abroad, comes to 
this country, renounces his allegiance to 
a foreign potentate, formally expresses 
his desire to become a citizen of and 
swears his allegiance to the United States. 
he becomes as much a citizen as any man 
upon this floor, whose father’s father, to 
the farthest generation, has been born 
upon this soil. He is a citizen of this 
State. He is such by virtue of the para- 
mount law, and the act of Congress made 
in conformity with it; and if id is compe- 
tent for this State to provide that such a 
citizen shall not be allowed to vote for one 
month after acquiring citizenship, it cer- 
tainly is equally competent fur the State 
to say that he shall not be allowed to vote 
for one year, or even for twenty years. 
If it is proper for the State to make this 
peculiar provision applicable to one class 
of our citizens only, it would be, in prin- 
ciple, no wars 8 to go still farther, and im- 
pose upon naturalized citizens special re- 
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strictions upon the enjoyment of property, 
The Legislature of the State might, with 
equal propriety, enact laws which woulcl 
prevent naturalized citizens from holding 
any real estate, or limit, in value, the es- 
tateof which they may become possessed; 
and thus say to a large class of oar cltl- 
zeoa, that they shall not only be denied 
the right of franchise, but also the pdv- 
ilepe of acquiring and holding property 
in this Commonwealth. Thus it might 
occur that while the Constitution of the 
UnitedStates bascoaferred upouthem the 
riglrls of citizens, the Conm~ouwoalti~ of 
Pennsylvania would say that they should 
becitizensonly ln name. If there were any 
doubt of this proposition, under the gen- 
eralprovision of theConstituclontowhlch 
I have referred, it would be profitable to 
examine the fourteenth nmendment.- 
That amendment provides, that all per- 
sons born or naturalized in the United 
States, and subject to the jurisdiction 
thereof, are citizens of the United States, 
and of tbe State wherein they reslde.- 
Kow, pausing here for one moment, we 
find that, under this constitutional pro- 
vision, these citizens, naturalized under 
the United States lawa, are not only cltl- 
zensof the United States but of the State, 
and therefore, if the answer should be 
made to the argument which I have ad- 
vanced, that they may remain citizens of 
the United States, and be entitled to the 
protection of the general government, but 
that still this State haz the power of.re- 
straining them in the exercise of the 
equal rights of citizenship, I answer 
that the fourteenth amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States itself 
provides explicitly that they shall not 
ouly be citizens of the United States, but 
citizens of that State in which they re- 
side ; and I assume that the Constitution 
means not to give the empty name of citl- 
zen merely, and that therefore the State 
of Pennsylvania should not deprive this 
class of citizens of all the highest attri- 
butes of citizenship. 

I call the attention of the committee to 
the fact that the section, aa reported, 
reads chat every male citizen of the 
United States, of the age of twenty-one 
years, having resided as provided, shall 
be entitled to vote, exceptfng only this 
one particular alas8 of citizena. ‘Whether 
I shall be able to induce the committee 

to concur in the views I have expressed, 
I know not; but I submit that even if 
the cousiderations which I have already 
suggested did not enter into thisquestion, , 
still no such provlao as this should be in- 
serted in our orgauic law. I have already 
said, if it is competent and proper for the 
Conventlon to make this provision for a 
period of one month, why not for a > ear 
or for a term of years, and so practically 
wholly exclude this entire class of our 
citizens from the exercise of the franchise. 
Rut it is an act of injustice to make any 
discrimination between equal citizens, 
We might, with equal justice, go further, 
and not only make this proviso apply to 
citizens of foreign birth, but discriminate 
amongst them; and, should our preju- 
dices so lead us, we might next annul 
that provision in the Constitution which 
protects us all against proscription be- 
cause of our religions opinions, and say 
that no man who is a Jew, a Roman Catb- 
oiic or a Protestant, (as the case might 
be,) should have the right to vote, al- 
though otherwise qualitied. It is because, 
in principal, this proviso is wrong, that I 
object to it, and it is for this reason that I 
have asked myself what good ground 
could be assigned for placing it in the Con- 
stitution. It was not in the Constitution of 
1790, nor ia it in the Constitution of 1838, 
and, as far as my knowledge extends, ic 
has not been placed in any Constitution 
of any State. Why then should we in- 
corporate it in the Conaltntion we are 
now framing? IO asking myself this 
question, the only answer I have been 
able to imagine is that it has been de- 
signed to defeat fraud in naturalization 
papers. I have had the misfortune to 
know something of these matters, and in 
the course of my examinations I have 
discovered only two kinds of frauds re- 
sulting from this character of voting: 
First,in thefraudulent issueof natnraliza- 
tion papers; and, second, in thefraudulent 
use of them. If a man having possession 
of the seal of the court and the power to 
sign his name, as a representative of the 
court, proposes to iaaue to any man a 
fraudulent paper, how will this proviso 
prevent him from issuing as many as he 
may desire, or afford the means of detec- 
tion when such fraudulent papers shall 
have been issued? It is only necessary 
that he should date the paper one month 
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before the election in order that it may 
conform with the time prescribed by law 
as the interim which shall occur between 
the date of naturalization and the date of 
election ; and experience in such matters 
has taught us that a man who proposes to 
issue a fraudulent naturalization paper 
will not pause because of the necessity 
that it should be ante-dated as of one 
month prior to the election. There is, 
therefore, no fraud in the issue of natural- 
ization papers which can be prevented by 
a provision of this kind. Fraud in the 
UN of them has consisted only in this: 
Either a man has borrowed a naturaliza- 
tion paper or he has bought it. Why, 
sir, the only effect of this provision upon 
such frauds will be to make a man scru- 
tinize the date of a naturalizatou paper 
before he buys or borrows it, and as far 
as auy practical results upon this point 
can be attained by this provision, 1 feel 
coufident that it will be futile. Therefore, 
Mr. Chairman, I can see no good reason 
why this provision should be adopted. I 
believe if the proviso is sustained it will 
be an act of injustice to a large number 
of our citizens, and I have no hesitation 
in saying that, even if I did perceive its 
importance, I would still be unwilling 
that the Convention should commit itself 
and the fundamental law of the State, to 
any proscriptive school of politics ; and I 
must say that my experience is that the 
class of citizens who have held these 
naturalization papers have been more 
sinned against than sinning. Although 
it is true that votes have been polled 
by means of fraudulent naturalization 
papers, the greater wrong has been that 
people holding perfectly valid and hon- 
est certificates have oftentimes, upon 
one pretence or another, been denied the 
right to vote. This is the belief of many 
of us, and I, for one, will not vote that 
any provision shall be incorporated in 
the fundamental law of the State of Penn- 
sylvania which will give its high sanc- 
tion to discriminations against foreign- 
born, but still our equal fellow-citizens. 

Mr. LILLY. Mr. Chairman : I have 
given this subject a great deal of atten- 
tion, and perhaps it was by my own mo- 
tion that this provision has been suggest- 
ed. I reside in the county of Carbon, on 
the skirts of the great mining district of 
Luzerne and Schuylkill, and in that cen- 

tral situation I have had considerable op- 
portunities of observing the manner in 
which these naturalization papers are 
granted, not, perhaps, granted fraudulent- 
ly, but the manner in which they are 
granted ; ninety-nine out of every one 
hundred papers that are made out and 
certiticates issued are done just on the 
eve of an election. The men who are to 
be naturalized come into court in such a 
manner and in such a way that there is 
an immense amount of perjury perpe- 
trated-an immense amount of it. Some 
of it is unintentional on the part of the 
men that do it, aud some of it is inten- 
tional. 

As I said before, it was my purpose to 
try and prevent that. My original mo- 
tion on this subject was in the committee, 
when I offered a proviso that naturalized 
citizens could not vote until they had had 
their papers six months. That was in or- 
der to put it away-to put it before or be- 
hind the excitement of an election cam- 
paign. That was voted down in the com- 
mittee, and this was the best thing I coulcl 
get out of it. I would prefer to have the 
time increased to sixty days, and will 
probably make such a motion, if this pres- 
ent measure is not voted down in the com- 
mittee of the whole. 

I have resided in that section thirty-five 
years, and during the whole time have 
been conversant with the manner of grant- 
ing these naturalization papers. I have 
always found that on the eve of an elec- 
tion of interest, a gubernatorial election or 
presidential election, the whippers-in and 
politicians of both parties go around 
amongst these people and try to get them 
to be naturalized. They make the best 
bargain with them that they can, then take 
them to the county seat, and they are all 
put through in a flock. I will simply give 
the experience of the last year as an ex- 
ample. On Monday, a week before the 
election of October, the associate judges of 
our county held an adjourned court, for 
the purpose of granting naturalization pn- 
pers. I just cite this one year, but it is 
the usual practice every three or four 
years for the politicians to go through the 
lower end of Luzerne, and through onr 
county, and drum up everybody they can 
get to agree to swear or to be sworn for, 
in order to obtain naturalization papers. 
The court was called at twelve o’clock. 
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They sat until one, adjourned until two, 
and sat from that time until four, and 
during that time they granted four hun- 
dred andsevency-eight naturalization pa- 
pers-four hundred and seventy-eight ! 
They ignored the law requiring Lbat they 
should see the parties claiming naturali- 
zation, because the law states thar it shall 
be done in open court, and 1 take iG that 
that means before the judge ; the judges 
shall be cognizant of it, but I am Pure that 
these two associate judges of our court did 
not see one in ten of these men who were 
naturalized. Of these papers so passed, 
perhaps two-thirds of them, were passed 
by men swearing they came in under age. 
In one precinct in Luzerne county, after 
this naturalization farce had been gone 
through with, the judges of the election, 
against what lawyers will say is their 
right, went behind the seal of the court, 
and when every naturalization paper was 

presented at that poll, it was examined, 
and if it was granted at Mauch Chunk, ou 
the Monday week befure the election, the 
voter was challenged, brought in and 
sworn. And at that one single poll they 
rejected thirty votes. Thirty setaof ndtu- 
ralization papers were marked “ fraudu- 
lent” across them, that had gone through 
regularly, and had the seal of the court 
attached, and everything proper. 

The specimens of the swearing were 
about like this : A man would be brought 
within the election room and challenged. 

(( What is your name ?” 
“John Ward.” 
6‘ How long have you resided in the. 

country 7” 
‘I I have been here two years and eleven 

months.” 
“Howold was you when you came into 

the country ?” 
61 Between twenty-four and twenty-five 

years, sir.” 
‘6 Do you know that this naturalization 

paper that you have here, under the seal 
of the court of Carbon county, says that 
you and your witnesses swore that you 
came into this country under eighteen 
years of age, and that you had lived here 
fully five years?” 

‘6 I do not, sir ; I did not swear to any 
such thing.” 

iI What did you swear to ‘P 
‘6 The divil a know, do I know what I 

awore to at all. There was a lawyer there 

a’mumblin’ something, and he put a book 
in my bands and I kissed it, and that’s 
all I know.” 

Sow, Mr. (%&-man, that is the wny 
four hundred and seventy-eight papers 
were granted at thiscourt, and that is the 
way that it has been done every three or 
four years since Carbon county has been 
a cnunty. It is 6)r the purpose of stop- 
ping this sort of farce that 1 want this 
provision put in the Constitution, ant1 
want it extended to sixty days. 

Mr. HAY. Mr. Chairman :. Will the geo- 
tleman pel’mit me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. LILLY. Certainly. 
Mr. HAY. Mr. Chairman: I desire to 

ask him whether, in his opinion, the pro- 
viso, that no naturalized citizen shall en- 
joy the rightwf an elector until one month 
shall have elapsed from the time he be- 
comes a citizen, is or is not in contraven- 
tion of the second clause of article four- 
teen of the Constitution of the United 
States, which provides that no State shall 
make or enforce any law which shall 
abridge the privileges and immunities of 
citizens of the United States. 

Mr. LILLY. Mr. President : I am not 
a conscilutional tawer, nor am I lawyer 
at all, and I will not commence the dis- 
cussion of any constitutional argument. 
But I say that common sense shows that 
we ought to prevent this kind of false 
swearing, and I know that there are other 
gentlemen here in this Convention that, 
if they will tell their experience in this 
matter, will bear me out in every thing 
that I have said. Aye, furthermore, one 
of the very associate judges of that court, 
one who held that court that granted four 
hundred and seventy-eight naturalization 
papers in one day, resigned the next day 
afterward. Why ? Because he said that 
it was such a farce that he would never 
allow himself to sic there again in that 
way. It was impossible for him to stopor 
check it. Some seven hundred or eight 
hundred of these men came there and lill- 
ed the room as full as it could be. Before 
they came there the politicians had filleli 
them with rum, and it was a riot. It was 
as much as the judges’ lives were worth 
to hold that court. They tried once or l 

twice to stop the machine altogether, but 
they soon found that they could not pre- 
ven‘it, and it went on. It is for the pur- 
po+e of preventing such a state of things as 
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this that I am in favor of this proposition. 
I have said I was originally in favor of six 
months, to put the subject beyond the 
reach of political excitement, to put it 
away from Ihe politicians, and to keep 
them from going around the country and 
hunting up these men and driving them 
into court in a flock to swear falsely and 
be fraudulently naturalized. 

I could tell this Convention the way this 
matter was done in the part of the district 
where these four hundred men were 
brought in. One party went round to 
these people and offered-it is not con- 
tined to any one party-but one party 
went to these mea in this district and 
offered to pay for their papers. The next 
party offered, if they would vote their 
ticket, to pay for their papers and pay 
their transportation into the town and 
home again. The first party, following on, 
offered to pay for the papers, pay their 
fares and give them a good dinner, when 
the other party said they would pay for 
the papers, pay for the fares, pay for the 
dinners, and give them all the whisky 
they could drink. That is the way this 
is carried out. It is the utterest farce pos- 
sible. I am free to say that I believe two 
hundred and fifty of those papers, grant- 
ed at that court at that time, were granted 
by square out and out false swearing, and 
I hope this Convention will put some safe 
guard around this matter and stop this 
wholesale perJury. 

Mr. J. W. F. WHITE. Mr. Chairman: 
There is some force in the position taken 
by the gentleman from Philadelphia 
(Mr. Dallas.) In the form in which this 
section has been reported, I think we 
have no right, no constitutional right, to 
prescribe a qualification that shall partic- 
ularly apply only to one class of voters. 
I think we have no right precisely to say 
that a certain qualification shall apply to 
naturalized cirizens, and not apply to 
other citizens. I have felt, all along, that 
the form in which this was reported by 
the committee might be rather objection- 
able on that ground, as well as obnoxious, 
because it partioularly pointed out naiu- 
ralized citizeus. 

l But I will call the attention of members 
of the Convention to another aspect of this 
question, and particularly the attention 
of the gentleman from Philadelphia, (*Mr. 
Dallas,) who has raised this point. The 

section reads, “every male citizen of the 
United States, of the age of twenty-one 
years, having resided in the State one 
year, and in the election district where he 
offers to vote, two months,” and so on. 
Does that nol require that be shall be a 
citizen one year in the State, and two 
months in the election district 1 This is 
the first part of this very section. But 
suppose we strike out this concluding 
proviso of the section, will it not then re- 
quire that he shall be a citizen of the State 
one year, and a citizen of the district two 
months before he be entitled to vote? At 
least it may raise that question. 

That objection also is raised in this pro- 
viso, and I prefer the form as given in the 
minority report of the committee. If the 
members of the Convention will turn to 
the Journal, on page 274, they will find 
the third section reads thus : 

“Every person possessing rhe follow- 
ing qualifications shall be an elector, and 
be entitled to vote at all eloctious : 

‘4 1st. Any male citizen twenty-one 
years of age. 

“2d. Who shall have been acitizell of 
the United States oue month. 

“3d. Who shall have resided in the 
State one year, or, if he had previously 
been an elector of the State, and removed 
therefrom and returned, six months im- 
mediately preceding the election. 

“4th. Who shall have resided in the 
election district where he offers to role 
two months immediately preceding the 
election.” 

These all meet the amendment made 
yesterday, and I will suggest a fiflh qu& 
iflcation : 

6th. And if twenty-two years of age, or 
upwards, who shall have paid within two 
years a State or county tax, that has been 
assessed at least two months, or at least 
one month, before the election. 

Now that form of stating the qualifica- 
tions of an elector seems to me to be more 
clear, brief and specific than the secrion 
reported, especially after you add the 
amendments made yesterday. I think, 
sir, it has this advantage, too, over rhe 
point now before the committee. The 
proviso in the section reported is, I have 
said, specifically pointed at naturalized 
citizens, and is objectionable on that 
ground, as well as apparently pointing 
out a qualification particularly applicable 
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to them. In &he secdon modified as I 
propose, making the second qualitioation, 
‘6 that he shall have been a citizen of the 
United States at least one month,” it 
makes the qualification apply to all voters, 
and not to one class. Not to one class of 
voters, but to all, and I think in that.form, 
perhaps, it would not be obnoxious,on the 
ground that it is in conflict with the thir- 
teenth or fourteenth amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States. 

Kow, sir, I am in favor of retaining 
that provision as a qualification of au 
elector, not because I wish to deprive any 
of our naturalized citizens of any right 
or privilege granted to or enjoyed by the 
native born citizen. That is not the ob- 

ject. No person, I presume, would op- 
pose this provision on that ground, but 
we all know that there are a great many 
frauds perpetrated, just immediately pre- 
ceding our elections, in the naturaliza- 
tion of foreigners. Every person knows 
that there is a great rush in our courts a 
few days preceeding an election for the 
naturalization of foreigners. Now no one 
wduld object to the naturalization 01 those 
who are properly entitled to be natural- 
ized, but we all know that in the heat of 
political excitement, just immediately 
preceding an election, when there is so 
much anxiety on the part of different- 
candidates and parties to secure votes, 
rhat a great many persons obtain natural- 
ization papers who are not entitled to 
them. And often it happens that the 
courts cannot properly discharge their 
duties in putting through, as tbey ofLen 
have to do, one hundred, two hundred or 
three hundred voters in nator.+lized citi- 
zens in one day, that the rush and crowd 
before them is so great that many judges 
are colnpelled to let them be put through, 
as a kind of matter of course, by the 
clerk of the court, without the proper ex- 
amination and without hearing, them- 
selves, the testimony in the cases. 

This is no deprivation of the right of 
any naturalized citizen, It simply re- 
quires that he shall be a citizen one 
nlonth before he shall exercise the right 
of suffrage, and I apprehend, in point of 
fact, it will be limited to a very few for- 
eigners in our country. 

If they apply as soon as the law author- 
ized them to, for their first paper, as it is 
called, and at the end of tire years go 
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into court and obtain their nsturaliza- 
tions, the limitation of one month will 
ouly apply to a few persons who have 
come into the country within that one 
month, and I apprehend, in point of fact, 
id will apply to a very few. Now the 
question, before us is, shall we, for the 
sake of giving this right of suffrage to :t 
few persons, perhaps not twenty, or a 
hundred, at most, in the State of Penn- 
sylvania, who will come in during that 
time, continue those frauds and imposi- 
tions that have been practiced, as we all 
know, for many years past. Besides, sir, 
the naturalized citizen has to undergo no 
more injury than we impose upon the 
native born in order to preserve onr 
elections pure. Our narive born citizens 
who move from one county to another, 
within two months preceding the elec- 
tion, are not entitled to vote, according 
to the section as we have already passed 
it in committee, and as it is according to 
the present Constitution. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. May I ask the gentle- 
man a question ? 

Mr. J. W. F. WHI~G. Yes, sir. 
Mr. CANPBELL. Is not a naturalized 

citizen subject to the same restriction ,if 
he moves within two months? 

Mr. J. W. I?. WHITE.. Certainly. 
Mr. CAYPBELL. Does he notstand upon 

an equality in that respect.?. 
Mr. J. W. P. WEITE. Certaioly. The 

argument is that when he becomes a citi-- 
een, that therefore he is entitled, at once, 
to the right of voting. 

Now I say, for the sake of preserving 
the purity of our elections, we have to. 
have plenty of these guards and checks 
upon the exercise of that right; and one, 
of those checks and guards is, that the. 
citizen shall reside in the district. two, 
months before he is entitled tovote. That 
applies to naturalized citizens as wolL as. 
native born cicjzens. So be must hhve 
resided in the State a year before heis en- 
titled to vote. 9 citizen of New York or 
Ohio, coming into our State, must reside, 
here a year before he can vote. Why? 
He is deprived, you may say, of this right 
of suffrage ; but upon what principle do 
we base all of these restrictions and quali- 
fications? They are to enable us to pre-- 
serve the purity of our elections, to guard 
against fraud and against abuses. If we’ 
believe that it is better to have no naturali- 
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zation papers issued within a month of au 
election, in order to guard against fraud 
at elections, does it not rest upon precisely 
the same footing, and upon the same 
ground, that we say a citizen must reside 
in the district two months before he can 
exercise the right of suf’frage? 

Upon that ground alone, Jlr. Chairman, 
for one, I favor retaining in our Constitu- 
tion this qualification ; and in order to 
guard against the misconstruction of it, 
I prefer the mode of stating it that I have 
suggested here. 

Mr. NILE% Mr. Chairman : I have but 
a few words to say in reference to this 
matter. The first question that suggests 
itself to my mind is whether WC have the 
power to make the amendment proposed 
by this report of the Committee on Suff- 
rage and Representation. The question, 
as raised by the gentleman from Pbila- 
delphia, (Nr. Dallas,) and as suggested 
by the gentleman from Allegheny, (Nr. 
Hay,) is answered in the second clause of 
the fourteenth amendment of the Consti- 
turion of the United States, passed in 1S65, 
which seems to have provided for just 
such cases as this : L‘ No State shall make 
or enforce any law which shall abridge 
the privileges or immunities of citizens 
of the United States.” That is the ques- 
tion, as I understand, that was asked the 
delegate from Carbon (Mr. Lilly) by the 
gentleman from Allegheny (Mr. Hay.) 
Sow I undertake to say that, in the light 
of the succeeding portion of this amend- 
ment, rhe right to vote was not the ques- 
tion in the view of Congress when these 
words were written. I read, “ whenever 
the right to vote at any electiou for elec- 
tors for President and Vice President of 
the United States, representatives in Con- 
gress, Executive and judicial officers, or 
the members of the Legislature, is denied 
to any of the male inhabitants of such 
State, being twenty-one years of age, and 
citizeus of the United States, or in any 
way abridged, except for participation in 
rebellion or other crime, the basis of rep- 
resentation therein shall be reduced in 
the proportion which the number of such 
male citizens shall bear to the whole num- 
ber of male citizens, twenty-one years of 
age, of such State.” Therefore, Mr. Chair- 
luau, if the people of this State, in Con- 
vention assembled, abridge or impair the 
right of any citizen of the TJnitod States 
10 vote, except inhabitants who may have 

boen convicted of crime, or participated 
in the Iate rebellion, me will be cut down 
in proportion to the whole number; and 
I [undertake to say, therefore, that we 
have the right and the constitutional pow- 
er to do it; and we are not prohibited by 
any clause in the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States from doing just what we pro- 
pose to do by the report of the Committee 
on Suffrage. 

So far as I am concerned, I will say that 
it is from no prej*adice against the for- 
eigner that I offer this amendment, which 
is but a reiteration of the report of the 
committee, in fuller language. I admit, 
with the gentleman from Philadelphia, 
(Mr. Dallas,) that this country is the 
home of the oppressed of the whole world; 
that we have opened our doors for emi- 
gration, and have not only done that, but 
me have thrown away the key, and every- 
body comes here and we welcome them ; 
but we have the right to throw such 
guards around the elective franchise that 
it may be protected. One of the causes 
of the calliog of this Constitutional Con- 
vention, one of the reasons why you and 
I are here to day, exercising the rights of 
members, is the pollution of tho elective 
franchise in various ways, and one of 
those ways has been by fraudulent nato- 
ralization papers, which have been issued 
upon the eve of election. Have we not 
this right? Are we imposing any un- 
necessary restrictions or hardships upon 
the foreigners? 

Why, sir, a man living just across the 
Delaware, in R’ew Jersey, for twenty-one 
years, born upon this soil, if he remo?-e 
into this State, must live here OP.Q year 
before he can vote ; and have we not the 
right to say to the foreigner, the man who 
comes from abroad, that he must be a citi- 
zen of this country for one month, that 
there must be some record evidence upon 
file in the proper court, where it can be 
shown that he has renounced allegi- 
ance to the mother country before he shall 
step full grown, m the ballot box, aud es- 
ercise the rights of a native born citizen? 
In Great Britain, the home of the man 
that we welcome here, as Blackstonesays, 
nothing but the “transcendent powel 
of an act of Parliameut” can give them 
this right and the power of transmitting 
red cstaic. But WC do not say that-we 
only say to these men whom me call to 
our shores, to go toour Congress and to our 
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State Legislatures, that it must appear of 
record that they are citizens of this coun- 
try, and have fully renounced their alle- 
giance to the home powers. They come, 
and we are glad they do come ; they are 
an important part in the great industrial 
interests of this country; but if there is 
one thing patent in this country to day, 
it is the corruption of the ballot box and 
the pollution of the elective franchise, 
and almost in fact destroyed; and you, 
sir, and I, know that one of the great 
grievauces that has come up frotn every 
section of this State is that naturalization 
papers, colored and uncolored, have been 
used unscrupulously by both of the great 
political partiesof thiscountry ; and have 
we not the right, representing, as we do, 
the people of this State, to redress this 
wrong, and say to these people, “you shall 
tarry at Jericho for a little while before 
you exercise the rights of voters.” 

Therefore, it seems to me, sir, that by 
every consideration of duty, and with no 
disrespect to our foreign born citizens, 
that we should adopt the report of the 
committee in this instance. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Chairman: I am not 
a constitutional lawyer, but I do not think 
itwouldrequirealawyerof any kindtoan- 
swer the constitutional arguments which 
have been made in regard to the question 
under discussion. The provision of the 
fourteenth amendment of the Consti- 
tution of the United States proves entirely 
too much for this Convention, if it proves 
anything at all, for it provides that ‘6 all 
per,-sons born or naturalized in the United 
States, and subject to the jurisdiction 
thereof, are citizens.” ,411 the women of 
the United States, born here or natural- 
ized, are citizens ; all the children of Penn- 
syivania are citizens, according to the 
very section quoted. Allpersons-not all 
n&e persons, as we have it in this sec- 
tion, but all the children and all the wo- 
men of Pennsylvania, who were born 
in the United States, or who have been 
naturalized by the naturalization of their 
husbands, are citizens. 

Now, then, what point is there in the 
question asked by the gentleman from 
irllegheny (3Xr. Hay) as to the meaning 
of the provision of the Constitution, that 
&‘ No State shall make or enforce any law 
which shall abridge the privileges of, or 
immunities of, any citizen of the United 

States.” If privilege in thissectionmeans 
the right to vote, then we propose to 
abridge the privileges of four-fifths of,the 
citizens of Pennsylvania, for we com- 
mence at the very first line of this section 
by abridging the privileges of one-fourth 
of them, by saying “all male citizens,” 
and then we go on and say that they shall 
be of the age of twenty-one, and that ex- 
cludes another half, the balance, so that 
we do abridge, by the very section under 
consideration, before we come to the 
amendmenl proposed by the gentleman 
from Tioaa (IMr. Niles) the rights of four- 
fifths. of&e citizens of Pennsylvania, if 
this provision in the Constitution refers 
to the electoral privilege ; but clearIs, for 
the reasons given by my colleague.~(hlr. 
Riles,) it does not. Voting was no nart of 
the privileges referred to in this consti- 
tutional amendment. If it was, we have 
been boldly violating it from the time of 
its passage down to the present day. 
There is no shadow of force to the argu- 
ment advanced here against the provi- 
sion in relation to naturalization growing 
out of any provision of the Constitution. 
The privileges here referred tocannot, by 
any possibility, refer to voting; aud no 
man in Pennsylvania has ever so under- 
stood it. 

There is, therefore, no constitutional 
objection whatever to this proviso, which 
restrains a naturalized citizen from 
voting for one month after he becomes a 
citizen. 

The argument of the gentleman from 
Pittsburg, (Mr. J. W. F. White,) that 
it would be in better form to adopt the 
language of the minority report has 
force in it, but it is a mere matter of taste 
-a mere questiou of language-nothing 
more. 

Then the simple question is, is there 
anything surrounding this question of 
naturalization that requires or caIls for 
this limitation upon the rights of natural- 
ized citizens? That question has been 
so clearly and eff&ually answered that 
perhaps it would be waste of time to fur- 
ther enlarge upon the subject. 

But a short time ago the entire time 
of this Convention was taken up in de- 
nouncing frauds at the elections and the 
corruptions that surrounded the elective 
franchise. I suppose there was some 
reason for it, and some truth in the state- 
ments made ; but I undertake to say 
that it was within the personal knowledge 



676 DEBATES OF THE , 

of every delegate here, that a large share 
of these frauds originate and come from 
this very question of naturalization. 
Kow then, when we approach a position 
where there is an opportunity to put 
some check upon fraud there is ashrink- 
ing back. It is always so. We are per- 
fectly willing-all of us, to denounce sin 
in the abstract, but when it comes down 
to particulars, and we, ourselves, become 
a little connected with it, and have the 
(,pportunity to put a check on ii, we 
shrink back. We are, all of us, in the 
position of the down caster, who was 
heartily in favor of the iMaine law, 
but strongly opposed to its enforcement. 
[Laughter.] Those gentlemen who, early 
in the session, cried out against fraud 
and corruprion at elections, are a lirtle 
sensitive when it comes down to an op- 
portunity to lay their hands upon cor- 
ruption, as iq this section. 

A few years ago I had the fortune or 
misfortune, which ever it may have been, 
to be appointed on a committee to investi- 
gatesome election frauds in Philadelphia. 
Mr friend silting here near me ( Air. Simp- 
son) will remember something about it : 
and there is another delegate present who 
also knowssomething about it. The facts 
of the case are these : The sitting mem- 
ber, who was returned as having been 
elected, was in rather a questionable con- 
dition. It was doubtful whether he was 
a citizrn nf thn Unitc,i States or not. His 
beau WAX contested on the ground thar he 
was not a citizen. To make out the facL 
that he was a citizen, he undertook to 
prove that his father was naturalized 
while he (the member) was a minor. To 
rebut that proof, the contestant showed 
that the naturalization paper issued to 
him was a fraudulent one; and in order 
to make that clear, he proved that there 
was any quantity of fraudulent naturali- 
zation papers issued just at that time- 
that is to say, immediately preceding rhe 
election ; that any emigrant in Philadel- 
phia, who would pay fifty cents for it, 
could get one. That fact was proved be- 
b)re the committee, and I prcsurne the 
same fact has been proved over and over 
arain. I have heard of similar facts hav- 
ing been proved before other committees. 
IL was proved, too, that there was a com- 
mittee here whose whole business was to 
distribute fraudulent naturalization pa- 

pers. Then, in order tosave his seat, this 
member’scounsel shifted hisdefense, and 
proved that he had not been born in Ire- 
laud, but in the United States. 

That is only one instance out of many 
occurring at every election. It has been 
proved, beyond a Ishadow of doubt, that 
this “ mill” is grinding out fraudulent pa- 
pers of this sort at every electIon. 

It is asked by the gentleumn from 
Philadelphia: “What safeguarll, what 
check, will this provision be upon this 
system of fraud?” I answer that the in- 
ducement to fraud is alwars greatest im- 
mediately preceding an elecrion. This is 
amply proven by the fact that these fraud- 
ulent and corrupt transactions take place 
immediately preceding an electiou ; and 
if we insert a provision here that tiey 
sbxll be obliged to have their naturaliza- 
tionpapers twomonths beforc theelection, 
we shall have put upon this business of 
fraud a very great check. Thirty days 
will be something of a check, but two 
months will be a very much greater and 
betterone,becauseit isonly upon the heels 
of an cxci ting election that the inducement 
to comrnic fraud is great enough to make 
men risk the chances of a committal to 
the penitentiary. That is the history of 
all the fraudulent issues of naturalization 
papers thaL have come to 1ighL in Pcnn- 
Sylvania-that they occur just before an 
exciting election. 

To prohibit the exercise of the right of 
suiYrage for thirty days is, in my opinion, 
a very great preventIon of fraud, and 
every delegate on this floor who is hon- 
esrIy and earnestly in favor of putting a 
stop to corruptions and fraudulent eler- 
tions will, I hope, vote for this proposition. 

hlr. BROONIBLL, Jlr. Chairman : I do 
not desire tosay anything as to the merits 
of the proposi:ion, but having a clear con- 
ception in my own mind of the law of the 
question raised by the gentleman from 
Philadelphia, (Mr. Dallas,) I desire to 
express it. 

The fourteenth amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States was not in- 
tended to have any effect upon the politi- 
cal rights of anybody. Its object was to 
protect the civil rights of the blacks in 
the so&h. It had no otherfunctionwhat- 
ever : I mean taking the whole thiug to- 
gcther. I3ut, in or&r to induce the south 
to grant the right of suffrage to the blacks, 
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the second section of that amendment was 
putin,theeffectofwhicbis,thatiftheStates 
do not let the adult males of a certain class 
of citizens of the United States residing in 
them vote, that class should not be count- 
ed in the basis of representation. Now if 
you will bear that in mind you will find 
that there is no dificulty in construing 
this amendment and getting rid of the 
difficulty raised by the gentleman from 
Philadelphia (Mr. Dallas.) “370 State 
shall make or enforce any law which 
shall abridge the privilegesor immunities 
of citizens of the United States.” If that 
could have been held to apply to political 
rights, and to give the blaoks the right of 
voting, there would have been no neaes- 
sity for the fifteenth amendment, which 
was passed a year afterwards, expressly 
giving them the right to vote. 

The fourteenth amendment left open 
the question of political rights altogether, 
and only protected the civil rights of the 
blacks. The people of the United States 
were not ready for negro voting at the 
time of the adoption of the fourteenth 
amendment-just as the people of Penn- 
sylvania, according to the notion of the 
gentleman in the chair, (Mr. La’wreoce,) 
are not yet ripe for universal suffrage. 
There are, I think, four of us, delegates 
on this floor, who took part in concocting 
and passing this fourteenth amendment, 
and the other threg gentlemen will bear 
me out when I say that if there had been 
the least hint of negro voting in that first 
section, it would not only not have passed 
Congress, but at that early day it would 
have hardlypassed a single committee of 
either body. 

Hence I say that if the fourteenth 
amendment had stood alone, we might 
nowdisfranchise the blacks in Pennsyl- 
vania, notwithstanding that they are citi- 
zens of the Unimd States. It was so un- 
derstood then, and it was 80 understood 
the subsequent year, when the fifteenth 
ameodtnent was passed to give political 
rights without regard torace. Theamend- 
meat itself will bear no other construc- 
tion than that. It referred singly and 
alone to civil rights, and not to political 
ones. The only consequence of restrain- 
ing the political rights of any class of per- 
sons, as we do the political rights of wo- 
men, who are citizens of the United States, 
is that the State doing it shali not count 

that class in the basis of rep&&e&&on, 
If we should allow suffrage to be univer- 
sal, without regard to sex, one result 
would be, that under the fourteenth 
amendment Pennsylvania would have 
double her present representation in Con- 
gress, and would thus have the advan- 
tage of the other States, until they do the 
same thing. 

The point, in my mind, is very clear: 
That tbis has no reference to political 
rights at all, and refers only to civil 
rights. 

Mr. HUNSICKER. Mr. Chairman: I 
can see a way out of tbis complication 
without embarrassment to either side of 
the question. 

I confess that point started by the gen- 
tleman from Philadelphia is entitled to 
much respect and consideration, but it 
does seem to me that the report of the 
minority of thecommittee upon this ques- 
tion, which will be found upon page 273 
of the Journal, would remove this com- 

,plication. It says that every person pos- 
sessing the following qualifications shall 
be electors and be entitled to vote at all 
elections, viz: First, a male person 
twenty-one years of age: second, he 
shall bare been a citizen of the United 
States one mouth. That creates no dis- 
tinction between native and foreign born 
citizens. That, I think, removes the ob- 
jection referred to by the gentleman from 
Philadelphia (Mr. Dallas.) Whoever 
offers to vote shall have been a citizen one 
month before being allowed to exercise 
that privilege. The way to reach that, I 
think, will be to vote down the pending 
rmendtnent and then move this minority 
section as a substitute for the section 
under consideration. 

Mr. DALLAS. Mr. Chairman: While 
I am anxious to answer the arguments 
thus far made against the atnendment I 
offered, I do not desire to do so now, to the 
exclusion of other gentlemen. I should, 
however, like to have an opportunity, at 
another time, to reply to all those who 
have objections to make to it. 

Mr. Howran. Mr. Chairman : I desire 
to be very brief in the remarks I shall 
make in regard to this question. I lis- 
tened with attention to the arguments of 
the gentleman from Philadelphia, (Mr. 
Dallas,) and if I understood his remarks 
aright he said that if it was not competent 
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for the Convention to insert a provision 
like this into the Constitution we could as 
lawfully insert a provision by which a 
naturalized Irishman or German would 
have to remain in probation before be was 
allowed to vote. I believe the gentleman 
from Philadelphia made use of this lan- 
guage. 

Mr. DALLAEI. Language equivalent to 
that. 

Mr. HOWARD. There is nothing in the 
matter under consideration, nor is there 
in the law, that would warrant us in mak- 
ing any such discrimination. The fif- 
teenth amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States expressly prohibits any 
tiiscrimination being made on account of 
race, color or previous condition. The 
gentleman’s argument therefore avails 
but little. This general provision is ap- 
plicable to all naturalized citizens. I un- 
derstood the delegate fromPittsburg(hfr. 
Hay) to ask the question whether this 
provision, if adopted, would not be in con- 
flict with another provisiou of the Consti- 
tution of the United ;States, which says 
that the citizens of each State shall be en- 
titled to all the privileges and immunities 
of citizens of the United States in the sev- 
eral States. I do not conceivs that this 
provision has any applicatiou at all to the 
one under consideration, because a man 
may be a citizen and be entitled to all the 
privileges and all the immunities of citi- 
zens, and yet he may not be an elector. 
The fourteenth amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United States conferred no 
civil rights whatever upon any person in 
the United States except slaves. Before 
its adoption every native born man, wo- 
man and child in the United States, ex- 
cepting slaves, were citizens; and they 
were possessed of full civil rights. This 
declaration in the Constitution of the 
United States did not confer the rights of 
citizenship upon me and my children. 
We were citizens before the amendment 
was adopted, and it did not confer citizen- 
ship upon any person at all, excepting 
slaves, for whose benefit it was alone de- 
signed and framed. These slaves had 
been excluded from all enjoyment of the 
rights of citizenship by the laws of all the 
southern States. They had been exclud- 
ed by the decision of the Supreme Court 
of the United States, which had declared 
that they were not citizens, but who ever 

doubted at any time that the men, women 
and children, born here upon our soil, or 
naturalized, were citizens of the State of 
Pennsylvania before the adoption of the 
fourteenth amendment. There can be no 
doubt that citizens have a right to partici- 
pate in all civil rights everywhere; and 
if this question is to be discussed intelii- 
gently this distinction must be always 
borne in mind. I maintain that the civil 
rights of citizens of the United States, 
men, women and children, are equal, but 
they have not the same political rights, 
and voting is a political right. When the 
citizen comes to participate in the govern- 
ment itself, in the framing of its laws, or 
in votiug for the men that shall make its 
laws, he has risen to thestature of an clec- 
tar. He is a citizen, it is true,and be has 
all the civil rightsof a citizen, and he has 
also the privileges and political rights of 
an elector. There can be no question, 
whatever, that we have a right to make a 
general law applicableto the foreigner as 
well as to the native born citizen. Wo 
are compelled to make these laws for the 
protection of the ballot box, and we make 
them for the same reason that we say that 
the native born citizen shall bea resideut 
of the State for one whole year prior to 
casting his vote, and if he moves just over 
the line of the ward or the township in 
which be lives he shall reside in that dis- 
trict two months before he shall have a 
right to cast his vote. Ho is nevertheless 
a citizen all this time, He is a citizen 
while he waits one year in probation in 
the State, and while he waits two months 
in probation in the district. He is as 
much acitizen, and has all the rights that 
could possibly be conferred by his certifi- 
cate of naturalization, and yet it is not at 
all in conflict with the Constitution of the 
United States because that instrument 
does not provide for the qualifications of 
electors. That is:left to the States alone, 
It has been urged that such a provision 
as this will have a tendency to diminish 
the proportion of the representation of the 
State in Congress. This question has 
been discussed, and reference made to the 
second section of the fourteenth article. 

This section provides that when the 
right to vote shall be denied to any of the 
male inhabitants * * * the basis of rep- 
resentation shall be reduced in propor- 
tiou . We do not deny the right of a nat- 
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uralized citizen to vote, but for the pur- val of time between the timeof naturaliza- 

pose of preventing frauds upon the ballot- tion and the election for the detection of 
box, and for reasons that are apparent fraud. This is the only question, in my 
and transparent to all, we propose to judgment, which we are called to decide. 
establish this provision the same as we Inasmuch as these naturalization papers 
would establish a police regulation for the are perfected in open court, I think fraud, 
protection of ourselves and for the pro- based upon false papers, could be easily 
tection of society. We say that while the detected or prevented if each of our great 
naturalization certificate confers all the political parties had lists of those naru- 
rights of citizenship and civil rights, it raliz& made out from the official records 
does not confer the right of an elector of the courts, and instituted proper in- 
until the citizen shall have been possessed quiries in the several election districts 
of these rights one month prior to the where the naturalized persons may re- 
right to vote at an election. It is per- side. In this manner it would beperfect- 
fectly lawful, and it is entirely consistent ly convenient and feasible to defeat the 
with every provision of the Constitution polling of fraudulent votes. If the men 
of the United States and with the practice holding such papers shall be told that they 
of this government from the earliest day will be prosecuted for perjury, either un- 
down to the present. der the United States or the State laws, 

Mr. BUCEALEW. Mr. Chairman : I de- the attempts at fraudulent voting will be 
sire to say that I agree entirely with the stopped. In this way false voters can be 
arguments of the gentleman from Dela- 
ware (Mr. Rroomell.) 

threatened in a proper manner before the 
I also have some election, and even upon the ground, when 

personal knowledge of the proceedings in 
Congress when the fourteenth and fif- 

they are brought there for the purpose of 

teenth amendments to the Constitution 
polluting the ballot-boxes of tbe people. 
In addition to this, due process of law 

of the United States were proposed, and I may be devised, if it does not already ex- 
think it clear that both the letter of those 
amendments, and the debates and pro- 

ist, to enable the courts from which they 
issue, to re-call all such false naturaliza- 

ceedings which accompanied their pas- tion papers. If the laws of the State or 
sage in Congress, establish the proposi- of the United States do not already pro- 
tion that there is no inhibition upon this vide a sufficient remedy in this direction 
Convention or the people of this State re- the necessary provision can be easily 
specting the insertion of the proposed made, and I submit that upon the eve of 
amendment in our Constitution. It ‘will 
be observed that, if this amendment shall 

an election, when every one is upon the 

’ be adopted, persons may be naturalized, 
alert, and two great political parties are 
keenly watching each other, there will be 

SO as to secure the right to vote, as late in 
the year as under the present Constitu- 

no difficulty, within one month, of stop- 
ping all fraud based upon naturalization 

tion. All naturalizations before a date papers not properly issued. I am adverse 
earlier than October will still be good at 
the general election, for we have post- 

to extending the period to a greater length 
of time than one month, because in this 

poned that election one month. It will 
hereafter be held in the month of No- 

case we will have to limit upon a principle 

vember, and all persons who shall de- 
of necessity, the exercise of the privileges 
of citizens of the United States. When we 

sire to be naturalized will have as late a invite those who come to our shores to ob- 
day in the year to perfect their naturaliza- 
tlon, hereafter, as they have hitherto had. 

tain in courts of justice equal privileges 
with ourselves, I would give them the 

I have but a few words to say in regard whole advantage of all the rights which 
to this limitation of one mouth, and then our Constitution and laws confer on them, 
I shall leave the question to the decision subject only to such limitations as strin- 
of the Convention. I think it very im- gent necessity shall demand to protect 
portant that fraudulent naturalizations in our elections from fraud. Inasmuch as I 
federal and State cot&m shall be detected believe that the period of thirty days is 
before the fraud shall be consummated at necessary, and at the sametime adequate, 
the elections. The important inquiry is for this purpose of protection, I shall vote 
whether thirty days is an adequate inter- fur the proposition as it came from the 
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committee, and against the pending 
amendment, and all other amendments 
which shall change its character. 

Mr. GOWEN. Mr. Chairman : T nnder- 
stand the question now before the com- 
mittee is on the amendment to the amend- 
ment and that the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Philadelphia (Mr. 
Dallas) is to strike out the proviso in the 
first section of the article on supage, 
election and representation as it came 
from the committee. I am opposed to the 
amendment to the amendment, and in 
favor of the amendment as offered by the 
gentleman from Philadelphia (Mr. Dal- 
las.) It seems to me that whatever ques- 

: tion may arise upon the fourteenth amend- 
ment to the Constitutiou of the’ Uoited 
States, there can be little question as to 
the meaning of the fifteenth amendment, 
which says that “the right of citizens of 
the United States to vote shall not be de- 
nied or abridged by any State on account 
of race, color or previous condition of 
servitude.” As I understand this section 
as it is reported by the committee, a 
naturalized citizen of the United States, 
who has been a citizen twenty-five days, is 
to be denied the right to vote, for no other 
reason whatever than that he is a foreigner 
and was not born in this country. The 
moment a foreigner is naturalized, the 
moment the certificate of his naturaliza- 
tion is handed to him by the court, he be- 
comes a citizen of the United States, and 
I take it that it is not in the power of any 
State to deprive a single naturalized citi- 
zen of the right to vote even for one day 
or one instant for a reason which does not 
apply to native born citizens. 

Certainly if this Convention has the 
right to deprive naturalized citizens of 
the right of suffrage for oue month it has 
the rightto deprive them of it for one year 
or for ten years. It cannot be denied, and 
I apprehend that no good lawyer will as- 
sert that this Convention has any more 
power to confhct with or impair the Con- 
stitution of the United States than our 
State Legislature has. If, therefore, the 
Constitution of the United St&es, which 
is the supreme law of the land, declares 
that a State shall not abridge the right of 
any citizen of the United States to vote on 
account of race, if this Convention nnder- 
takes to put in the Constitution of this 
State a clause, the ouly object of which is 

to abridge that right simply on account of 
race, it is a violation of the Constitution 
of the United States. 

I understand that the object of this pro- 
viso is to prevent the hurry and scramble 
for naturalization papers which generally 
takes place in our courts immediately be- 
fore the election. But, Mr. Chairman, me 
simply put forward the time one month. 
If the foreigners who wait uutil the last 
day, and then rush into the courts to be 
naturalized, with the knowledge that the 
leaders of one political party or another 
mill pay for their naturalization papers, 
find out that they will have to obtain their 
papers one month before the election, it 
simply makes the rush take place at an 
earlier date. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Chairman : If the gen- 
tleman from Philadelphia will pertnit the 
interruption, I desire to understand how 
the term “ foreigners ” designates a race 
any more than the term “ woman.” 

Mr. GOWEN. Mr. Chairman: Why sex, 
I suppose, is the designation that would 
bo used in the Constitution of the United 
States if it referred to the difference be- 
tween the sexes. Certainly the word 
race does not distinguish the difference 
between th$ sexes. But there is the Celtic 
race ; there is the Teutonic raoe. There 
are five great races of men, and each of 
these races has certain sub-divisions. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Chairman : I ask the 
gentleman from Philadelphia how the 
term “foreigner” designated a race in 
the way that he mentions. 

Mr. GOWEN. Mr. Chairman : The “for- 
eigner” is a different race of man from 
the American born citizen. 

[“ho!” “NO 17, “~O!ff “NO I”, 
Mr. GOWEN. I do not agree with my 

friends on this subject. It seems to me 
that the majority is against me upon that 
proposition, but I apprehend that if you 
exclude a man from voting after he has 
been naturalized, on account of his na- 
tivity, you exclude him on account of 
race. It seems to me, further, that if this 
Convention has the right to exclude him 
for one month it has the right to exclude 
him for ten years. 

There is another consideration of vastly 
more importauce to the State of Pennspl- 
vnnin, and stronger than any of those 
technical objections which I have urged. 
in favor of the amendment The State of 
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Pennsylvania is peculiarly a State in 
which we want all the people we can get, 
no matter where they come from, to help 
us develop our material interests. The 
State of Pennsylvania is about the same 
size as England, which supports a popu- 
lation of uearlg twenty millionsof people. 
The State of Pennsylvania is peculiarly a 
State rich inmineral products ; the great 
wealth of our Commonwealth is due to 
those mineral products. For the devel- 
ment of these interests, of our iron, our 
coal aad our oil, we want people to come 
into this State, no matter from where 
they come. I apprehend that the Ameri- 
cau nation is the ouly country in the 
world that, among its imports, shows mil- 
lions and millions of dollars’ worth of 
material wealth and prosperity imported 
in the shape of laboring men. We want 
them to come into this State. We d%, not 
want to put upon our Constitution a 
clause which shall draw any invidious 
distinction against the foreigner after he 
shall have become a naturalized citixen. 
If it is understood abroad that the State 
of Pennsylvania is one of the first to 
make that invidious distinction, that a 
foreigner in Penusylvania does not, ipso 
.fnclo, by the mereiact of naturalization, 
acquire all the rights which he acquires 
in other States, what effect is it going to 
have on emigration? 

If this amendment is simply for the 
purpose of preventing this scramble in 
the courta, as I said before, it only briugs 
that scramble forward a month earlier, 
and while it does not accomplish what is 
desired, it stands upon the records of 
our State as a peculiarit.y, as something 
that prevents a foreigner exercising in 
this State the powere which he can ex- 
ercise iu any other immediately upon the 
act of naturalization, and it will prevent 
them from coming here. Now we do 
want them to come here. Gentlemen in 
this convention may claim that a great 
many evils during election times come 
from the voting of foreigners who have 
not been naturalized. Let us purify our 
election system to cure this. I do not 
care how many foreigners vote if each of 
them will agree that he will only vote 
once on any election day. But we do 
want the material interests of this State 
improved enlarged and increased by all 
the population that can be brought into 

it, and in consequence of the peculiar 
condition of those material interests it is 
necessary that a large proportion of that 
population always will be foreign-born. 
I am opposed, Mr. Chairman, to putting 
anything in the Constitution that will 
make the residence of a foreigner in the 
State of Pennsylvania any. more objec- 
tionable than it is in any other State. 

First, for the reason that it will accom- 
plish no good in curing the particular 
evil which the committee hoped to 
remedy ; and, second, because great evil 
will result from it by keeping foreigners 
from coming into the State. 

Mr. DALLAS. Mr. Chairman: I know 
not what view the Convention will take 
of the proposition of the able gentleman 
from Philadelphia (,Mr. Gowen.) I am 
sure tbat whatever view the Convention 
may take of his position in that matter, I 
am very grateful to him for having as- * 
sumed it. I commenced to feel strongly 
the necessity of reinforcement, and I am 
glad to have received it from so able a 
source ; and whether the position of the 
gentleman as to the meaning of the word 
race, in the fifteenth amendment, be cor- 
rect or not, I can only say of him what 
he said of an equally distinguished gen- 
tleman the other day : “ He is amply able 
to take care of himself.” At the same 
time it occurs to me that if the word 
race here does not have the construction 
which he has sought to put upon it, then 
it applies only to men of different races 
and not of different nationality, and the 
consequence is that agentleman who may 
have been born in the interiorof Ethiopia 
has a peculiar privilege because of that 
fact, and a man born in England, because 
he is of the same race as many of us, 
must do without this speoial protection, 
whereas a man from the centre of Africa 
is entitled to it. I do not propose, for il 
is not necessary to the question I am con- 
sidering, to raise any discussion as to the 
propriety or the impropriety of any such 
result, but I say that that result inevita- 
bly follows and it is a consequence of any 
construction of that word raoe other than 
that which the gentleman from Philadel- 
phia has placed upon it. 

But, Mr. Chairman, at the beginning of 
this discussion I presented three matters 
for the consi.deration of this committee. 
It was impossible for me to state, for I did 
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not know, the grounds which induced the 
Committee on Suffrage to insert this pe- 
culiar proviso in lhe section under our 
consideration. It did appear to me that 
it was objectionable- 

First. As in conflict with the spirit of 
the Constitution of the United States-not 
only with recent amendments, but with 
the spirit of the entire instrument. 

Second. I thought that even if there 
were no restriction upon our powers, that 
that restraint which should be ever pre- 
sent with us was important here-the re- 
striction of sound principle; and that it 
would be contrary to principle to incorpo- 
rate such a proviso as this into any section 
of our Constitution ; and 

Third. That it was a novelty; that it 
was something entirely new to ourfunda- 
mental law, something entirely new to 
the fundamental law of the United States 
and of every State that composes it, and 
that therefore some very good reason 
should be assigned for its introduction. 

Kow, sir, I have patiently waited, and 
have listened with attention and great re- 
spect to the answers that have been made 
by gentlemen on this floor to these propo- 
sitions. Without attempting to go over 
in detail what exch of them has said in 
opposition to the position :[ have tidken, I 
propose to consider, in mass, what all of 
them have said upon each of these propo- 
sitions. 

We have had a construction given to this 
fourteenth section by the able delegate 
from Delaware, (Xr. RroomaIl,) who, at 
the time of the passage of this article in 
Congress, had the honor to represent his 
district in that body, and we have had the 
construction of the distinguisbod member 
from Columbia, (Mr. Buckalew,) based 
upon the same fact. But boxh of these 
gentlemen well know that tho constroc- 
tion which honorable members may have 
had in their own minds at the time the 
article was framed never controls any 
man in the proper coustruction of the 
language used. There js, sir, no more 
dangerous method of construction than 
that of asking the law-maker what con- 
struction he puts on his own work. He 
has no right to say to us, if he has used 
equivocal or doubtful language, “ I meant 
to say such and such.” If that were so, 
in every cause tried in our courts where 
the construction of a law or a constitution 

is in question, the law-maker himself 
would be called as a witness to instruct 
the courts as to what he intended. 

Now the fact is that it is not what the 
law-maker intended, but what the lan- 
guage he has seen fit to use, intends that 
controls this question, and I respectfully 
contend that the Convention should, as I 
think they will, put from their minds all 
that the distinguished delegates have 
said as being their private view and con- 
sider for thomselves what this language 
means. 

Now, Mr. Chairman. the language of the 
first section of article fourteen is: “All 
persons born or naturalized in the United 
States are citizens of ths United States, 
and of the State where they reside.” 
Will the gentleman tell us that this was 
intended 60 apply only to our colored cili- 
zens? Who does not know that colcred 
citizens are not naturalized ? Now it has 
been incorporated into the fundamental 
law of the land that every ii naturalized 
cltlzen,” and it isimpossible, by construc- 
tion, to remove tile plain meaning of those 
txo words, is a citizeo of the State where- 
in he resides. 

I appeal to every lawyer upon this floor, 
for his professional opinion, and I appeal 
to every genrleman who is not a lawyer, 
for the opinion of his common sense, as 
to whether you can say, by your para- 
Inount law, that every naturalized for- 
eigner shall be a citizen, and then say, by 
some other law, that he shall have none 
of the rights of citizenship? Clearly that 
cannot be. Therefore it follows that if you 
cannot stand upon that general proposi- 
tion, you cannot fritter away men’s rights 
in detail. Ifthe naturalized citizen, the 
moment he receives his papers, becomes 
a citizen as good as any of us, you cannot 
rake away the rights that flow from that 
position, little by little, any more than 
you could do the same thing at one fell 
swoopc. You cannot justly say to him, 
you may hold property like a citizen, but 
you shall not vote like a citizen for one 
rnon& to come. You are now, upon this 
instant of time, as much a citizen as I am, 
or aa any man in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania is ; the paramount law of 
the land says so,%& for one month you 
shall not enjoy the rights of citizenship, 
but the most important right which is ac- 
corded to every other male citizen, hav- 
ing a residence for two months in his dis- 
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trict, and one year in the State, shall be 
denied to you. I say that, in justice, this 
cannot be, because if rou can take away 
one, you cake away every right of citi- 
zenship, and leave him but the name: 
and constitutional provisions are not 
made for the purpose of securing names 
to people, but for the purpose of secur- 
ing their political rights. But, it has 
been said, this proviso deprives men of 
no political rights, that “ it is necessary 
and proper that we should re.strict this 
right within certain limits for the protec- 
tiou,of its purky,” and ‘6 do we not re- 
strict native born citizens?” Aye, yowl 
do, but by general rules, and by provi- 
sions of generul application, and so far 
there is no doubt of your power and of 
the justice of its exercise. You have a 
right to say to every citizen of this Com- 
monwealth. You shall reside in the State 
for one year, and iuyour election division 
for two months. That is purfectly proper, 
but if you select one class of citizens, 
as good as any other class, as thoroughly 
citizens as any other class, and say to 
them, you shall remain one year and two 
months, and one month besides, then I 
say you have made an unjust and un- 
reasonable discrimination, 

The fourteenth amendment, in its first 
section, goes farther: “No State shall 
make or enforce any law which &ail 
abridge the privileges or immunities of 
citizens of the United States, nor shall 
any State deprive any person of life, lib- 
erty or property, without due process of 
law, nor deny to any person within its 
jurisdiction the equal protection of law.” 

Here are we engaged in framing, for 
submission to the people, the highest law 
of this Commonwealth. Here are we at 
the highest part of the performance of 
our duty, at the consideration of the very 
foundation of our government, for we are 
deciding now who shall constitute the 
sovereigns of this State, and how sover- 
eign power shall be exercised; and yet, 
sir, in the faoe of the constitutional pro- 
vision that all citizens shall bo entitled to 
the equal protection of the law, we are 
asked toinsert a provision here in the set- 
tion intended to protect the right of fran- 
chise-the highest right that a citizen can 
have! Which shall say to some of our 
citizens that for one month they shall not 

be included in that protectibn. It is no 
answer to this to say that we also put some 
restrictions upon native born citizens, so 
long as the fact remains that we do not 
put upon them the same restrictions. 

It has been said that if my views upou 
this first section of the fourteenth amend- 
ment are correct, that still I am wrong, 
because, in itssecondsection, it impliedly 
grants the power that we propose to ex- 
ercise if we adopt the report of the com- 
mittee. In the first place we can have 
no power by implication, as against the 
use of express language depriving us of 
it; but, in the second place, let me call 
the attention of gentlemen to the fact. 
that tqe second sectiou of the fourteenth 
amendment is but the sanction to the 
first section. It does not assume, nor 
was it placed there for the purpose of 
granting power, but on the contrary it 
distinctly provides that if we violate the 
first section we shall lose a proportion of 
our representation in the United States 
Congress. I did not refer to it at the 
opening of my remarks upon this sub- 
ject, because I did not conceive that it 
could be neoessary to do so. That any 
gentleman would stand upon this floor 
and contend that we may properly vio- 
late the first section of that amendment, 
because thesecond prescribes the punish- 
ment for doing so, I never presumed to 
be possible. The second section provides 
what the punishment for violating the 
section shall be, but it does not say that 
our action in violating it would be right, 
because we choose to submit to such a 
forfeiture of our proportionate participa- 
tion in national affairs. It is a principle 
of law, that few gentlemen in this Con- 
vention need to be reminded of, that the 
fact that a penalty is prescribed fur do- 
iqg the act, of itself, makes the act un- 
lawful. 

But, sir, I do not rest, as I said a mo- 
ment ago, exclusively upon the four- 
teenth section, but also upon the Consti- 
tution as it stood before these recent 
amendments were made to it. 

Mr. BROOMALL. If the gentleman will 
suspend his remarks I will move that the 
committee rise, report progress and ask 
leave to sit again. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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IN CONVEXTION. Leave was granted to the committee to 
Mr. LAWRENCE. Mr. President: The sic bmorrow. 

committee of the whole have bad again Mr. COLLINS. Mr. President: I move 
under consideration the article with re- that the Convention do now adjourn. 
ference to suffrage and election, and have The motion was agreed to. 
instructed their chairman to report pro- So the Convehtion, at one o’clock and 
gress and ask leave to sit again. fifty-five minutes, adjourned. 
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FORTY-FIRST DAY. 

WEDNESDAY, February 12, 1873. 

The Convention met at eleven o’clock 
A. M., Mr. Walker in the chair. Prayer 
was offered by the Rev. David S. Monroe, 
D. D., of York, Pennsylvania. 

APPROVING THE JOURNAL. 

The Journal of yesterday was then read 
and approved. 

REPORTS OF PROTBONOTARIES. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Conven- 
tion the reports of the prothonotaries of 
Fayette and Carbon counties, relative to 
the number of civil causes upon their re- 
spective dockets. 

PHILADELPEIA ROARD OF EDUCATIOS-. 

The PRESIDENT pro Lem laid before the 
Convention the following communication 
from the Philadelphia board of educa- 
tion : 

BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION, 
FIRST DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

PHILADELPHIA, peb. 12, 1873. i 
To the Constitutional Convention: 

At a meeting of the board of pubhc ed- 
ucation of the First district of Pennsyl,va- 
ma, held at their chamber, on Tuesday, 
February eleventh, 1873, the followmg 
resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this board 
be and are hereby tendered to the Consti- 
tutional Conventinn for the use of the 
hall occupied by them for a meeting of 
the board. 

Prom the minutes. 
H W HALLOWFLL . . J 

Seeretaiy. 

INTOXICATING LIQUORS. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of 
one hundred,and sixty workingmen and 
two hundred and thirty-seven citizens of 
Luzerne county, praying for a prohibi- 
tory clause in the Constitution against the 
sale of intoxicating liquors, which was 
referred to the Committee on Legislation. 

Mr. DARLINQTON presented the petition 
of one hundred and sixty citizens of West 
Chester, in favor of the s&me provision in 

the Constitution, which was referred to 
the Committee on Legislation. 

Mr. PARSONS presented the petition of 
the citizens of Lycoming county, praying 
for the same provision in the Constitution, 
which was referred to the Committee on 
Legislation. 

REFERENCE OF RESOLUTION. 

Mr. AR~STRONGI. Mr. President : Some 
time ago a resolution was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, relative to 
the rights of married women over the ac- 
quisition, control or disposition of. their 
separate property, real or persflnal, and 
aIso another in regard to the chartered 
privileges of existing corporations. I ask 
that the Committee on the Judiciary be 
relieved from the further consideration Of 
these two resolutions, and that they may 
be respectively referred to the Committee 
on the Declaration of Rights and the 
Committee on Railroads. 

CORPORATION PRIVILEOES. 

Mr. COCHRAN. I call for the reading of 
the resolution, which is proposed to be 
referred to the Committee on Railroads. 

The PRESIDENT pro tern. The Clerk 
will read the resolution. 

The CLERK read as follows : 
Resolved, That the Committee upon 

Railroad Corporations be instructed to, 
report how far the chartered privileges of 
existing corporations are in the nature o 
contracts with the State, and as such not 
sabject to the provision upon the subject 
ofcorporations which may be incorporated 
in the Constitution. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President : 1 desire 
to say in regard to this resolution, that it 
was acted upon somewhat hastily at the 
close of the session day before yesterday. 
I think it will be apparent to every mem- 
ber of the Convention that this resolution 
is not one of those which are referred as a 
matter of course lo any committee. The 
rule of the body requires that all resolu- 
tions proposing amendments. to the Con- 
stitution shall be referred to the several 
committees having those matters in 
charge. The wording of this resolution, 
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it will be seen, does not propose any 
specific amondrnent to the Constitution. 
It simply proposes that a committee of 
this body shall give an opinion or make a 
report containing an opinion on a ques- 
tion of law-a question which may or may 
not arise hereafter. This resolution can 
only be properly disposed of by taking it 
up and moving to proceed to its second 
reading and consideration. This is the 
only way by which it can be brought be- 
fore the Convention in order to determine 
whether or not any committee of this 
body shall be required to report upon an 
abstract proposition. I do not object at 
all to the motion of the gentleman from 
Lycoming, (Mr. Armstrong,) that the 
Committeeon the Judiciary be discharged, 
because I think it is entirely proper, but I 
Object to have the resolution referred to 
the Committee on Railroads before it 
passes through a regular consideration of 
a committee of a Convention and thus 
cxm~e under the rule. 

The PRESIDEXT pro lem. The Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary 1s discharged 
from the consideration of the resoIution. 
The question is upon the reference of the 
resolution to the Committee on Railroads. 

Mr. COCHRAN. I move to lay the reso- 
lution on the table. 

?fr &UiYE. I . 1 call for the reading of 
the resolution. 

The resolution was again read. 
The motion to lay on the table was 

agreed to. 

HOER OF XEETINQ. 

Mr. BROO&GL. Mr. President : I oEer 
the following resolution : 

ResoZved, That hereafter the sessions of 
the Convention shall begin at ten o’clock 
A. 31. 

The resolution was read a second time. 
Mr. HOPKINS. Mr. President : I move 

to amend that resolution, by inserting the 
words, at the end of the resolution, “and 
adjourn at one o’clock, and meet at three 
P. 32. and adjourn at five.” 

Mr. 1ihINE. Mr. President: I ask 
whether the resoIution is before the Con- 
vention. 

The PRESIDEST. The resolution is be- 
fore the Convention. It has been twice 
read. !l%c gentleman from Washington 
(Nr. Hopkins) moved to amend, by ad- 
ding thereto that the Convention “ad- 
journ at one, and meet at three and ad- 
journ at five.” The question is on the 
amendment. 

Mr. COCIIRAX. Xr. President : I think 
there is no member of the Conveution 
that is more desirous, personally, than m>-- 
self to contribute to the disputch of its 
business, or as little disposed to intcrfcrc> 
with any propositions that are made to 
effect that end. But I beg now to statcx 
with regard to this resolution, that I think 
it is too soon to make this arrangement. 
I want to state one fact, and ask gentlc- 
men simply to consider that fact when 
they vote. The committee, of which I 
have the troublesome distinction to IK: 
the chairman, is in the habit of meeting 
nearly orery morning in the week at nine 
o’clock, and sitting until this Conrcntion 
assembles. We suppose, I do not know 
whether rightfully or not, that the worh 
confided to us is a work of some impori- 
unce. Now of that committee four, or 
five, or six, I don’t know how many, gen- 
tlemonare membersof other cornmiMe% 
and those important committees. I br- 
lieve we have some gentlemen on that 
committee who are members of the Judi- 
ciary Committee, whioh is in the habit 01 
meeting in theafternoon. I think we also 
have some members of the Committee on 
Legislature, which also meets at difl’orent 
times, and in that way a number of the 
membersof our committee are duplicated 
in their work. One of them is chairman 
of the Committee on the Rsecutive dc- 
partmcnt. 

Now the work of all these committees 
is going on, and I hope is approaching 
completion. If the Convention will only 
have patience for a few days, and let our 
sessions remain at eleven o’clock, then the 
Committee on Railroads can meet in the 
morning, and sit two hours and do its 
work, and the members of it who arc 011 
other committees will have the aftcrnooll 
for meeting those other committees. On1 
Committee on Railroads have fix~cl upon 
the morning, a veryinconvenient hour to 
many of our members, a t nine o’clock, 
just for the purpose of onablingourmenl- 
bers to attend our meetingswithout inter- 
fering with their duties on other commit- 
tees. Therefore I hope that the Conven- 
tion will not, this morning, pass either the 
resolution or the amendment. I do not 
think there will ho anything Kainctl LQ- 
forcing the passage of the resolution re- 
quiriug us to meet at ten o’clock. Let us 
wait a little while longer, and let these 
committees have time to do their work, 
andlhenmeet,if~ouplease,atnineo’clork. 
T will be ready. 
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Mr. M'ALLISTER Mr. Chairman: I 
agree with the gentleman from York 
(IMr. Cochran) in the remarks he has 
just made. I am a member of the com- 
mittee of which he is chairman. We meet 
every day at nine o’clock and sit, as he has 
said, for the two hours that intervene be- 
fore the meeting of the Convention. The 
committee of which I am chairman meets 
every day at four o’clock in the afternoon, 
and has so met from three days before the 
organizationof theConvention in this city. 
There are three members of the Commit- 
tee on Suffrage, Election and Representa- 
tion who are members of the committee 
of which the gentleman from York is 
chairman. We work hard- 

Mr. Bnooiuat~. Mr. President : I pre- 
fer to withdraw myresolution rather than 
have it debated at any further length. 

Mr. M’ALLIYTER. Mr. President: I 
will then state, whilst I am up, that the 
best possible arrangement that we could 
have is that whichwe have now, for meet- 
ing at eleven o’clock and adjourning at 
two. It aflords proper time for getting 
dinner and for meetings, both in the 
morning and in the afternoon. I hope 
the end of committee work is coming, 
though we scarcely yet see the end. I 
hope the day is coming when the commit- 
tees will have completed their labors, and 
we will be ready for general work in the 
Convention. 

Mr. BROOXALL. Mr. President: Rather 
than waste the session in debate I will 
withdraw the resolution. 

The PRESIDENT. It is not in the power 
of the gentleman from Delaware to with- 
draw it’, inasmuch as it has been read a 
second time. 

Mr. BROO~ULL. Mr. President : Then 
I move that it bo postponed for the pre- 
sent, in order to stop this debate. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PROCURING PURDON’S DIffEST. 

Mr. SnnrsTnoNo. Mr. President : I offer 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Clerk procure, for 
the use of the Convention, tive copies of 
the new edition of Purdon’s Digesl, which 
shall not be removed from the building. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Mr. President : We 
have suffered great inconvcnienco for the 
want of Pm-don’s Digest. It is a book 
which is constantly inquired for upon 
the floor, and which would be exceed- 
ingly valuable in the debate which is 
now progressing on the question of the 
rights of naturalized citizens. I have 

ollered this resolution in accordance with 
the espressed wishes of quite a number 
of gentlemen in the Convention; and I 
can speak for the Judiciary Committee, 
that they have very sensibly felt the ne- 
cessity of the book. A new edition of 
Pmdon’s Digest has been published, and, 
1 believe, issued upon Monday of this 
week. It can now be procured at a cost 
of fifceon dollars a set, and the five copies 
will cost this Oonvention seventy-five dol- 
lars, unless they can be procured at a less 
expense by taking several copies. 

Mr. ConsoN. Twelve dollars and a half. 
Mr. AR~~STRONC~. Mr. President : I am 

glad to be so informed, but the retail price 
is fifteen dollars. I hope this Convention 
will not longer delay the business of the 
committees or of the House for want of so 
small an expense. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

POSTAGE ON DEBATES. 

Mr. HARRY W~IZTE. Mr. President : I 
offer the following rcsolntion : 

ResoEved, That the Committee on Print- 
ing-be and is hereby instructed to confer, 
at the earliest possible moment, with the 
Postonice department at Washington, and 
procure, if possible, an arrangement for 
forwarding the copies of the Debates of 
this Convention by the State Printer to 
the different newspapers of the State, at 
newspaper rates, paid quarterly, in ad- 
vance, and to mnke report thereof to the 
Convention. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. President: 
One word of explanation as to this rest>- 
lution. Sometime since the Convention 
passed a resolution authorizing the State 
Printer to forward copies of the De- 
bates to the different newspapers of the 
State. I conferred with the State Printer 
the other day, in connection with tl?c! 
chairman of the Committee on Printing. 
The question naturally arose how these 
Debates were to be forwarded, and how 
the postage was to be paid. The Conven- 
tion will observe that unless there is some 
special arrangement made with the Post- 
office department,onecent--thenewspaper 
postage-will have to be pre-paid for every 
single copy of the Debatessent to the difrer- 
ent papers. I have no idea exactly what 
nnmberofnewspapersarepublishedinthc 
State. Other gentlemen may have more 
correct ideas; but, at all events, if we are 
to pay one cent postage upon every single 
copy forwarded, the postage will be very 
considerable. The Legislative Journal 
Debates, the daily debates of the Legisla- 
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ture, are forwarded, according to an nr- 
rangement made with the Postoffice de- 
partment in Washington, by paying the 
postage quarterly in advance. I am sat- 
isfied that the Committee on Printing can 
secure an arrangement of this kind, and 
it will efi’ect a great saving to the Com- 
monwenlth, and will be a very great con- 
vcnionce to the State Printer. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President: I will 
state, in answer to what has just been said 
by the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. 
Harry White,) that the Committee on 
Printing had a meeting a day or two ago, 
and they have directed me to make a re- 
port, which is embodied in the resolution 
which 1 now hold in my hand. If the 
gentleman fromIndiana will, for the pres- 
ent, withdraw his resolution I will offer 
this as a report from the committee, and 
the Convention can take whatever action 
stems wise in the premises. 

Mr. HARRY WXITE. Mr. President: 
Let the gentleman from Philadelphia 
make his report, and if it answers the 
purpose I will, of course, withdraw the 
resolution. 

REPORT OF THE COMIMITTEE ON PRINT- 
ING. 

Nr. NE~LIN. Mr. President : The 
Committee on Printing would respectfully 
report : 

That Mr. Benjamin Singerly, the 
printer of the Convention, has been ready 
to send one copy of the Debates, drdered 
to be transmitted to the various newspa- 
pers and publishers in the State, and 
others entitled to receive them, by mail, 
but he has been unable to do so because 
payment of postage thereon is required 
to be made in advance. In order to ob- 
viate that difficulty the committee sub- 
mit the follow resolution : 

Resolved, That Mr. Singerly be re- 
quested and authorized to pay the postage 
necessary for the purpose of sending the 
copies of the Debatesof this body, ordered 
to be transmitted to the several newspa- 
pcrsof the State, andothers entitledto re- 
ceivc them, by mail, and that he furnish 
his account for the same, duly authenti- 
catod, to the Committee on Accounts of 
this Convention. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. Presidont : I submit 
that the resolution whichis now beforethe 
Convention meets the purpose intended 
by the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Har- 
ry White.) It is immaterial how often 
postage bills are paid, provided they are 
not paid every day, as the trouble and 

annoyance of paying postage bills every 
day is considerable, and this course pro- 
posed by the Committee on Printing ob- 
viates it. The printer may present his 
bill monthly or quarterly, or at any other 
regular time that he sees fit. The money 
has to be paid, and provided it is paid in 
such manner as is as little trouble as pos- 
sible to the Convention, the purpose is 
fully met by the resolution I present on 
behalf of the committee. However, if 
any other or better mode can be suggest- 
ed, I have no preference. 

Mr. HARRY WRITE. Mr. President: 
With all due deference to the chairman of 
the Committee on Printing, his resolution 
does not meet the purpose I had in view, 
at all ; and for the purpose of testing the 
sense of the Convention, I move to strike 
out all after the word “resolved,” and in- 
sert as follows : 

“That the Committee on Printing be 
and is hereby instructed to confer, at the 
earliest practicable moment, with the 
POStOftiCe department at Washington, to 
secure, if possible, an arrangement for 
forwarding the copies of the Debates, by 
the State printer, to the diflerent newspa- 
pers of the State, at newspaper rates, paicl 
quarterly, in advance, and to make report 
thereof to this Convention.” 

The PRESIDENT pole?% The amentl- 
ment is before the Convention. 

Mr. HARRY WIIITE. Mr. President: 
The Convention will observe that the 
resolution 0fYercd in connection with the 
report of the Committee on Printing 
merely contemplates authorizing the 
State printer to pay in advance the post- 
age upon the debates, at usual current 
rates for such matter. Thiswill swell the 
volume of postage largely beyond what 
it, will be if these debates are forwarded 
at newspaper rates. The purpose of the 
resolution I offer is to authorize the conl- 
mittee to confer with the Post office de- 
partment at Washington, to secure an 
arrangement by which these Debates can 
be forwarded at newspaper rates. This 
course will, as I have said, largely de- 
crease tho volume of postage to be paid. 
I hope my amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President: I will 
say but another word on this subject. 
The r&solution which I have had the 
honor to present from the Comnlittee to- 
day, is one which was adopted some days 
ago and handed to me yesterday. After 
the explanation of the gentleman from 
Indiana, (Mr. Harry White,) I am satis- 
fied that his resolution is better than that 
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reported from the Committee on Print Mr. PORTER. Mr. President: Ido.hope 
ing. the report of the committee will pi&ail 

The PRESIDENT pro tent. Does the gen- in this matter. There is a great deal of 
tleman (Mr. Newlin) accept the amend- oomplaint all through the State onaccount 
ment 7 of the prooeedmgs not being received by 

Mr. Nxwnr~. I aannot do so, sir, as the country papers. The resolution of the 
my resolution is part of the report from committee will obviate that difficulty. 
the committee. They will get the advantage as quickly as 

Mr. ~oown~w. Mr. President : I would possible of our proaeedings here : and if 
like to inquire, for information, whether this amendment is to be adopted it will 

it is not true that for one sent you can send only delay this desirable consummation. 

a half ounce of printed matter, paid in ad- I trust the report of the Committee on 

vance ? Is not that the postofice law 4 Printing will be adopted. 

Is it true that you have to pay one cent Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. President : I just 

for f9ery separu& piece of paper-every wish to ask the gentleman who has taken 

separate publioation, or cannot you send his seat whether he supposes the news- 

three or four together, provided they do p a p ers will get the Debates any quicker 

not amount to more than a half ounce s than we will. We get them nearly a 

If that is so the printer would get all the month after their proper date, when they 

advantage of the reduction by simply are of no possible use to us. They will, 

sending three or four days Debates at a therefore, be of no possible use to the 
time. newspapers at this time. If there is any 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President : I would newspaper in this Commonwealth that has 

like to ask the gentleman from Indiana any use for a paper that is three weeks old, 

(Mr. Harry White) whether the post&ice I would very much like to see the editor. 

department has a right to make any al- Mr. H. G. SXITH. Mr. President: I 

teration in the law in relation to postage ; hope the Convention will paes the amend- 

whether it would not be necessary to have ment of the gentleman from Indiana. I 

an act of Congress in relation to this mat- am not sure but what the original resolu- 

ter ? tion passed by the Convention, directing 

Mr. HAXEY Wgrrk. Mr. President: 
that copies of the Debates be sent to all 

In answer to the inquiry of the gentleman 
the newspapers in the State,wm too broad 

from Venango, (Mr. Dodd,) I would say 
and too comprehensive for usefulness. If 

that the postofBce department oan decide 
you count up the periodicals published in 

what should come within newspaper post- 
this Commonwealth, you will find that 

age ‘and what should not. 
there are publications comingwi&in the 

They have definition of ‘4 newspapers,*’ numbering 
done it in the case of the daily Journal of 
the Legklatureat Harfi*buw This wes- 

something like six hundred. I do not 

tion was fully discussed at the time the 
think it will fall at all short of tbt num- 

ber-six hundred and fourteen, a gentle- 
proposition was made in that case. The man near me statea 
postmaster at Harrisburg had theretofore 
charged one cent for each separate docu- Many of these are not of such a charno 

ment, and a very considerable saving was ter as could have been in the contempla- 

effected by the new arrangement-the tion of this body when the original reso- 

exact amount of money which was saved. lution was passed. However that may 

A very large saving would certainly be be, if this matter of postage should. be re- 

effected in this instance also. ferred to the Postmaster General at Waah- 

Mr. HAY. Mr. President : I would like 
ington, we can ascertain exaotly what can 

to ask the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. 
be done, and whether some favorable ar- 
rangement can not be made in regard to 

Harry White) whether, in considering it. 
this subject, he has made any calculation 
as to the amount of expense whiGh this 

It oocurs to me, sir, that if the postage 

transmission of Debates involves for post 
on these Debates were paid by the propri- 

age 4 
etors of the newspapers receiving them a 
considerable saving to the State might be 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. I have not. The egeoted. 
matter was talked of when the L’onven- 

Newspaper men getting the 
Debates ought cert&rly to be waling to 

tion passed the resolution directing the m 
printer to transmit these Debates. The 

pay the postage themselves, and in my 

question uow is, how the postage can be 
opinion they should not be sent to any 

paid most economically. 
newspaper whose proprietors are not wily 
ling to pay the postage. If that arrange- 

44 
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ment could be carried into effect it would 
be very much the better plan. Let the 
printer promptly cut od from the list any 
newspaper which neglects to pay the post- 
age. As a newspaper man myself, I am 
in favor of pursuing such a plan, and I do 
nol think there is a respectable newspaper 
in the Commonwealth that would not be 
willing to do so. To make this inquiry 
will only take a day or two, and I think 
it ought to be made, 

Mr. HARRY WHITB. Mr. President : If 
we could get an arrangement made by 
which these Debates could be sent for 
twenty cents a quarter, and supposing 
there are, say two hundred copies to go out, 
that will make forty dollars a quarter. 

[Several Delegates. There arc six hun- 
dred copies. J 

Mr. HARRY WHITF,. Well, of course, 
:: &at would make it proportionally more 

for ,postage. Now, supposing that each 
copy, costs a cent a piece to transmit, and 
assuming that there would be ninety for 
a quarter, the cost of the two hundred 
would be $180. 

The question being upon the amend- 
ment oi Mr. Harry White, it was agreed 
to. 

The question then recurring upon the 
resolution as amended, it was agreed to. 

COUNTY ADVERTISING. 

)Mr. PATTON offered the following pre- 
amble and resolution, which were referred 
to the Committee on Counties, Townships 
and Boroughs : 

WHEREAS, Under the present practice 
! regulating the publication of legal notices, 
sberi%s’ sales, Bc., such publication now 
generally reaches the attention of but a 
portion of the citizens of each county, in 
consequence of said publication being 
committed to newspapers circulating ex- 
clusively among the citizens belonging to 
one political party, whereby nearly one 
half of the citizens, in many iuetances, 
are.deprived of information seriously af- 
fecting their interests : 

.&ad whereas, This system of partial 
publication is the continual cause of dis- 
satisfaction, and operates greatly to the 
inconvenience and injustice of a great 
portion of the people : 

And whereas, It is eminently proper 
that the largest publicity should be given 
to official notices of a public character, 
and that the fullest opportunity be given 
the citizen to have information of all 
process or proceedings affecting his pro- 
p&ty, rights or interests ; therefore, 

Be it resolved, That the Committee on 
Counties, Townships and Boroughsis here- 
by requested to inquire into the propriety 
and justice of reporting to this Conven- 
tion, for its consideration, an amendment 
to the Constitution providing that all no- 
tices emanating from the courts and 
public offices in the respective counties of 
this Commonwealth, now or hereafter re- 
quired to be published for public or pri- 
vate information, shall be published in 
the two newspapers, issued in the county 
where such courts or public offices are 
situated, which have the largest circula- 
tion. 

EX-GOVERNOR OEARY’S FUNERAL. 

Mr. LANDIS offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read: 

Resolved, That in respect to the memory 
of the late John W. Geary, in view of his 
distinguished services as a soldier and 
citizen, and as the late Chief Magistrate 
of the Commonwealth, during whose ad- 
ministration this Convention was called 
to revise the Constitution, a committee of 
six members be appointed to represent 
this Convention at the funeral ceremonies, 
to take place at Harrisburg on the thir- 
teenth instant. 

The question being, shall the Conven- 
tion proceed to the second reading and 
consideration of the resolution, it was 
agreed to. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE offered to amend, 
by adding : 

Resolved, That, as a further mark of re- 
spect for the deceased, when the Conven- 
tion adjourns to-day it will adjourn to 
meet on Friday next at eleven o’clock 
-4. M., so that the members of this Con- 
vention may attend the funeral to-mor- 
row. 

The question being upon the amend- 
ment, it was rejected. 

Mr. LANDIS. Mr. President : I do not 
desire to pronounce any eulogium npon 
the character of Governor Geary. All 
that I have to say in reference to it is this : 
That I cheerfully acquiese in the senti- 
ments pronounced by the gentleman from 
Lycoming (Mr. Armstrong) and the gen- 
tleman from Dauphin (Mr. Alricks) 
last week. I recognize the fact that Gov- 
ernor Geary has been a distinguished oit- 
izen of the State; that he was a distin- 
guished soldier in the armies of the coun- 
try.: that he was lately Chief Magistrate of 
our State, and that it was during his ad- 
ministration that, by a law, this Conven- 
tion was created. I think, therefore, sir, 
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it is due to him that this Convention 
should pay to him thismark of respect, by 
appointing a suitable committee to rep- 
resent it during the funeral ceremonies, 
at Harrisburg, to-morrow. I further think 
that this may be done regardleN of all 
honest and just criticism, and all partisan 
diflioulties, as a’ mark purely of respect 
to his distinguished character .ancl ser- 
vices. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Landis 
was agreed to. 

DEBATE UPON ADJQURNMENT. 

Mlr. DARLINGTON offered the foIloWing 
resolution, which was twice read and 
agreed to : 

Resobed, That hereafter all question as 
to the time of meeting and adjournment 
shall be decided without debate. 

EXAMININGi CQMMITTEE. 

Mr. T. H. B. PATTERSON offered the %I- 
lowing resolution, which was read and 
referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Judiciary inquire into the expediency of 
introducing into the Constitution such a 
proposition as the following, viz : 

“No person shall be eligible to be 
elected to the office of mayor of a city, 
burgess of a borough, alderman or ju&ce 
of the peace, Within this Commonwealth, 
until he shall have passed an examina- 
tion before a committee of three compe- 
tent citizens, appointed animally by the 
judges of the courts of common pleas of 
the several counties, and receive their 
certidcate that he is legally competent to 
discharge the duties of the office to which 
he aspires, or is elected, and that he is of 
good moral character.” 

RULE TWENTY-FIVE. 
Mr- DOD23 offered the following resolu- 

tion, which was read and laid upon the 
table under the rule : 

Resdued, That rule twenty-five be lim- 
ited, by striking out the words “ oftener 
than twice,” and insert ” bul once.” 

PAY OF STENOGRAPHERS. 

Mr. HAY. Mr. President: 1 am in- 
structed by the Committee on Accounts 
and Expenditures to make the following 
report : 

The CLERK~W~: 

The Committee on Accounts and Ex- 
penditures, which was directed by the 
Convention to settle the acoounts of A. 
M. Martin and II. J. Mason, for reporting 

the proceedings of this Convention during 
its session at Harrisburg, respectfully re- 
port : That A. M. Martin and H. J. Mason 
were appointed by the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth at the opening of the ses- 
sion of the Convention to act as steno- 
graphic reporters until the Convention 
should supply their places, and were con- 
tinued in the discharge of their duties 
during the sessions at Harrisburg. No 
fixed compensation was agreed upon at 
the time of their employment, and the 
committee is of opinion that these report- 
ers should receive a fair compensation for 
their service& which should not be de- 
termined by the rates fixed by the Con- 
vention for its official reporter. The com- 
mittee has therefore reported to be paid 
Messrs. Martin and Mason a sum some- 
what larger than now paid the present 
oflicial reporter for the same work. The 
following resolution is reported for the 
action of the Convention : 

Resolved. That a warrant be drawn in 
favor of A. M. Martin and H. J. Mason for 
the sum-of three hundred dollars each, in 
full payment for services rendered the 
Convention as reporters of its proceedings 
and Debates at the Harrisburg session. 

Mr. BOWMAN. Mr. President: I pro- 
pose to offer an amendment to this report 
of the committee. I think the committee 
has labored under a mistake If I under- 
stand their report corredtly, it says that 
they have increased the compensation of 
these reporters somewhat beyond the con- 
tract price, as fixed for the ohicial report- 
ing of this Convention. Kow I think, if 
the gentlemen will examine the labor that 
has been done by Messrs. Mason and Mar- 
tin, they will find that, according to the 
contract price,it wouldamount to agreater 
sum than that reported by the committee. 

I therefore offer to amend this resolu- 
tion, by striking out LLthree”and inserting 
ccfour.‘3 

Mr. HAY. Mr. President: 1 desire to 
state, in behalf of the Committee on Ac- 
counts, that they very carefully examined 
the account which was referred to them 
for settlement, and that they have been 
very careful and very accurate as to the 
amount of work that was performed, and 
that the compensation which they have 
reported to be paid to these gentlemen is, 
at least, twenty-five per cent. larger than 
would be paid for the sameservice to the 
present official reporter, and that the ses- 
sions at Harrisburg having aontinued for 
three weekgthese reporters would receive 



one hnndrcd dollars a week for their SIX- 
vices. 

Mr. BOWMAN. Mr. President: It is a 
matter of no sort of consequence how long 
the Convention continued in session at 
Harrisburg. The question to be deter- 
mined, in ascertaining the amount of 

rompensation that should be received by 
these reporters, is the amount of labor 
which they performed. While it is a fact 
that the Convention only continued in 
session during the time named by the 
gentleman from Allegheny, (Mr. Hay,) 
I know, of a fact, that these individuals 
put in two days for every one day that 
they la red there. They were engaged 
upon & s work nigh& after night, until 
the small hours of the morning, and let 
every gentleman look at the work they 
have performed; he will discover that 
there are here printed one hundred and 
forty-eight pages. According to the con- 
tract price established it would amount 
to more than six hundred dollars. These 
individuals came there and were assigned 
to that position by the Secretary of the 
CommonweaLth, and subsequently, by a 
resolution which was introduced by the 
gentleman from Columbia, (Mr. Rucka- 
lew,) their services were retained by the 
(:onvention during its sessions in Harris- 
burg, which you will find in the Journal, 
on page one hundred and sixty-four. 

Now is it possible that these individu- 
als are to be held down strictly to the con- 
tract price for a few days’ labor, incurring 
the expense of travel in going to and re- 
maining there, and returning from? If 
it were in order I would move to refer 
this report back to the committee, but I 
do not know that that is in order; per- 
haps we can take a vote upon the motion 
to amend. I am satisfied that when the 
gentlemen of this Convention uuderstand 
the labor that has actually been performed 
by those reporters, it will come to the con- 
clusion to agree with me that the amount, 
as fixed by the committee, is decidedly 
~00 small. 

&fr. JOSEPH BAILY. Mr. President: It 

is proper for me to say that I am a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Xccoupts and 
Expenditures, and was not present at the 
session of that committee when this reso- 
lution was agreed upon. My own judg- 
ment is that the amendment .offered by 
the gentleman from Erie (Mr. Bowman) 
should be adopted. 

I think such a course would be just to 
these two gentlemen. They did the work 
at Harrisburg which four gentlemen are 

doing Ilerc. They did ju% twice the 
amount of work every day that ln-0 of 
tllese men do. ‘Tlreysbo~l~l be paid 1110rc 
than is a.llowoc? at the rate that onr repor- 
ter is now paid. I tbiuk the amendnlent 
therefore should be adoptctl. I was not 
present in the committee room when the 
report was made up, 

Mr. Coc~szas. Mr. President : I cer- 
tainly have felt disposed to pay these gen- 
tlemen what was a fibir and proper Coin- 
pens&ion, according to the best of lnr 
judgment. I am a member of the Com- 
mittee on Accounts, unfortnnntcly, along 
with my friend from Perry (Mr. .Joseph 
Baily.) If my friend was not present at 
the time, it 5va.s not tlrc fault of the COm- 
mittee. He left the committee room at 
the time this question wag taken up. 

Mr. Jos, BAILY. I wish to interrupt 
the gentleman, The chairman of the 
committee said he wonld be through with 
the business in five minntes,and there 
would be no other business taken up than 
the .subjeect then before the committee. 
and that did not relate to this subject. 
They took it up after 1 had left. 

Mr, COCHRAS. The business of the 
committee whatnot finished when the gen- 
tleman left, and there was a quorum pres- 
ent after he had gone, and we went on to 
transact business. Sow, Mr. President, I 
tried to make a calculatiou upon the hasis 
furnished by the chairman, and as I WI- 
derstood, and I made it that under the 
compensation allowed to the oilicial re- 
porter for the same amount of work, he 
would have received five hundred dollars. 
The amount proposed to be paid is one 
hundred dollars more. 

I agree with the gentleman from Erie 
(Mr. Sownxm) that it is not exactly the 
question of the length of time the Con- 
vention sat at Harrisburg. I agree cn- 
tirely with- the gentleman.from Erie, (Jlr. 
Bowman,) but it must be remembered 
that the ConI-ention was in session in 
Harrisburg only three weeks, and that 
during this time we did not sit more than 
three days a meek. Shall it be said, in 
view of this fact, that these reporters had 
not time during the period in which the 
Convention was not in session to bring 
their report to a completion ? Why, Mr. 
President, I am willing to pay these re- 
porters a:fair compensation and, xccortling 
to the best of my judgment, I think tllat 
the compensation proposed bp the com- 
mittee is a fair and adequate one. I u-ould 
not deduct one cent from the oompensa- 
tion of these gentlemen that I thpught 



‘they were entitled to,‘but I really think 
that one hundred dollars a week under 

, the cireumstauce, in wkieh we were .a.% 
sembled at Harrisbug, and when that is 
one hundred dollars more than I under- 
stand the ealeulation of their work 
amounts to, we have made what 1 eon- 
sider a fair and liberal compensation for 
&heir labor. 

The question was then taken on the 
amendment offered by Mr. Bowman of 
Erie, and the amendment was rejeeted. 

The question recurring on the resolu- 
lution offered by the Committee on Ae 
counts and Expenditureq the resolution 
was agreed te. 

53UPPLEXEiVTAL REPORT OF TEE CO=- 
NITTEE ON BUFFRAOE. 

Mr. M?AZLIBTEIL. Mr. President: I de- 
sire to present the second supplementary 
-and’ partial report of the Committee on 
Yuftrage, Election and Representation. 

The PRESIDENT pro tern. The Clerk 
will read the report. 

‘The C~~~~readasf0110ws: 

VIYA VOCE ELECPIOrYs. 

“All elections for persons in a represen- 
tative capacity shall be viva uoee.” 

ELICiIBILI!IS OF FEMALES. 

,LLFemales of the age of twenty-one years 
or upwarcls shall be eligible for election 
or appointment to the office of eontroller 
or manager under tke school lawa et’ this 
State?’ 

QUALIFZCATIGN OF ELB!X?TORS. 
Tbe Convention thenresolveditself into 

&ommittee of the whole, Mr. Lawrence in 
the chair. 

INTOMMITTEE QFTHEWHOLE. 

'The CHAZBMAN. The committee of the 
whole has under consideration the first 
section of the.artiele reported by the Com- 
mittee on Suffrage, Eleetion and Repre- 
sentation The question is on the amend- 
ment proposed by the gentleman from 
Tioga dMr. Ni1e.s~ to the amendment of 
the gentleman from Philadelphia (ML 
Dallas] 

Mr. DALLAS. -Mr. Chairman: I leave 
the consideration of the effeet of the four- 
teenth amendment upon the question 
now under diseussiou to this committee, 
but the gentleman who replied to the re- 
marks which I had the honor to make at 
the outset of my argument upon this gues- 
&ion, overlooked the fsct that I .did not 

rest in this branok of the subject exolu- 
srvely upon the effect of that fourteenth 
amendment. 

Among the powers delegated to Con- 
gress by the Constitntion of the United 
States, prior to these aocent amendments, 
the power of establishing uniform lawsof 
naturalization have been mentioned. 
That power, as 1 have said already, was ’ 
an exolusire power, as it has been re- 
peatedly judicially held. Now the provi- 
SO whieh my amendment contemplates 
proposes, so far as the right of franchise is 
eoneerned, to extend the period of natu- 
ralization one month beyond the time 
fixed by the act of Congress pa&sea in ac- 
eordarce with the Constitution of the 
United States. I acknowledge, of course, 
the forcoof the argument that the State of 
Pennsylvania has the right to fix regula- 
tions by whieb the privilege of franchise 
shall be exereised, but 1 contend that any 
rule or regulation established by the 
State upon tkis subject must be general 
in its auplieation. To the remarks of the 
gentleman from Allegheny (Mr. J. W. F. 
White) that a foreigner would not eom- 
plain ieeause this&e applies to all for- 
eigners, and because we made a rule to 
apply to eitizens as well as foreigners. I 
reply that that argument fails in the fact 
that the only rule which this proviso 
seeks toestitblish, whirJh he says truly 
applies to all foreigner4 stiyapplies to 
all foreigner& and is not a rule of general 
application to all citizens of the ‘United 

. 

States and of this State. 
The time whieh is permitted for the de- 

bating of these questions in the eommit- 
tee will net permit the reading &judicial 
decisions upon this point, but, in passing, 
it may not be unwise to eall the attention 
of the members of the committee to the 
fact that the Supreme Court of the United 
States, having deeided that the right to 
establish national banks and national 
currency is assumeU in Congress, that the 
States cannot tax the natiohal eurreney 
or the capital of national banks founded 
upon government bonds. The reason 
is, the assumption being admitted, that 
these matters are in the exclusive con- 
trol of Congress; and if the States sought 
to tax this national ourreney and the cap- 
ital of national banks, it would be in 
derogation of the powers eonfided to Con- 
gress. Now the naturalized citizen is, as, 
a citizen, a creature of tke federal eov- 
emment. He is a citizen, because-the 
United States Constitution provides that 
the Congress mast decide him to .bc so; 
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and, because Congress is to exercise that June, 1866. When the light ofcontsmI~- 
power, we cannot say, in derogation of raneous history is concentrated upon thii 
that power, that he can be a citizen only article its meaning and purpose become 
in name. We cannot say to him that, for quite manifest. At ‘the time of its adop- 
one month after he is a citizen, a distinc- tiontherewasinthiscotmtryapeoplewho, 
tion shall be made agai-nst him which though native born, were yet not citizens. 
does not apply to other citizens, any more of the United States. Beingnatives, they 
than we can make a distinction against were not the subjects of naturalization; 
national banks in favor of State banks. therefore they could ouly be lifted into the 
In addition to this, the Constitution of the high prerogative of American eitisenship 
United States also provides that Congress by a constitutional amendment. This 
shall have the power to regulate corn- was done, as. we have already said, by the 
mercesmong the States; and the ques- declaration that all persons born in the 
Bion was at one time raised, and very i-e- United States, and subject to the jurisdic- 
cently, how far a State might tax articles tion thereof, are citizens. But although 
of commerce coming within its limits this native born, yet disfranchised, peo- 
from an adjoining State. In this case it ple were, by the operation of these few 
was held that they might be taxed, so far magic words engrafted into the organic 
as no discrimination was made against law of the United States, made citizens, 
other States, and as long as the commerce though they were not thereby made elec- 
of adjoining States was treated in the tom in the Mates. Thisisperfectly clear, 
same manner as the business-or mere&m- from the second section of the fourteenth 
disc within its own borders. I therefore article, where it appears that if the right 
elaim that these principles are applieahle to vote tbr certain ofZi.cers,. mentioned 
to the question under discussion, without therein, is denied to any of the male in 
regard to the fourteenth amendment, and habitants of a State, being twenty-one 
that the Congress of the United States, years of age and citizens of the United 
having provided a law, uniform in its States, is in any way abridged, except for 
operation of naturalizing citizens, when participation in rebellion, or other crime, 
this power was granted to Congress, it the basis of representation shall be re- 
was designed that these naturalized citi- dueed in a certain proportion prescribed 
zens should possess equal civil rights therein. 
with any man who owned his citizenship 
from the period of his nativity; and if 

Thissection contemplates that the States 

deprived, by law, of the right of the eleo 
might undertake to deny OF abridge the 
exercise of the elective fmnehise by cer- 

iive fmnchise, he is left a citizen of the ta’ m classesof citizens of the United States, 
State merely in name. recognizes fully the power of the States so 

Mr. SHARP~A Mr. Chairman : The to do, but fulminates the threat that if the 
question before the committee has a two- attempt is made it shall be punished by a 
fold aspect. The one of power and the reduction of the politieaal power of the 
other of propriety. It is denied by gen- State so offending; The meaning and 
tlemen of sound judgment and great abil- purpose of the amendments crop out 
ity, on this l%oor, that it is competent for boldly in this second section of the cw- 
as to dedare in the organic law ithat “no tailment of the elective franchise by the 
naturalized citizen shall enjoy the right States shall be applied to those who have 
of an elector until one month shall have been engaged in rebellion or other crime. 
elapsed from the time he became a eiti. There Skdll be no nXh&iOn in repreSenta-- 
zen.” In seipport of this theory refer- tion, but if not for that cause but for some 
ence has been made to the fourteenth other, that is, on seeount ofmce, orcolor or 
article of the Constitution of the United previous condition of servitude, then the 
States. The first seetionofwhich provides, penalty shall be enforced. Whocan doubt, 
among other things, that “all persans born in full view of the surrounding oircum- 
or naturalized in the United States, and stances, and the language of the first two 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citi- seotionsof thefourteenth article, that they 
zens off the United States and of the were intended to protect the black man, 
state in which they reside. No State and him alone? Further. we all know, 
shall make orenfomeanylaw which shall sir, that the adoption of this fourteenth 
abridge the privileges or immunities of article was not regarded by any one as 
eitizens of the United States.” This arti- operative to confer the right of suffrage 
ele of the Constitution was. sent down to upon the negro in the States. He was 
the States for ratification on tlze 1Gth of not permitted to vote in Peunsylvauia or- 
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in any other northern State where he had 
been previously disfranchised, in conse- 
quence of this amendment. The Consti- 
tutions of the States still prevented this 
matter, until a power higher than they, 
on the thirtieth of March, 1870, sent down 
another amendment to the Legislatures of 
the States for ratification, which is called 
the fifteenth article, and provides : ‘1 The 
right of citizens of the United States to 
vote shall not be denied or abridged by 
the United States, or by any State, on ac- 
count of race, color or previous condition 
of servitude.” This article was not a sin- 
gle step forward but an immense stride in 
advance of the fourteenth article. Almost 
four years elapsed between their adop- 
tion. This period was needed to inspire the 
faini-hearted in Congress with courage, 
and to educate the nation up to this be- 
nevolent consummation. The fifteenth 
article simply closed up the gap which 
timidity had left open in the fourteenth. 
The latter made the negro a citizen of the 
United States, and of the State wherein 
he resided, leaving the question of his 
right to vote with the States themselves, 
placing them, however, under bonds for 
good behavior on this subject. 

Whilst the fifteenth article made him 
a full fledged elector in every State, 
striking down with its iron hand every 
resisting State Constitution, the four- 
teenth article contained the embryo of 
negro suffrage, which, in the fifteenth, 
grew and matured into a fully devel- 
oped right. Read, therefore, in the 
light of history, in the focus of surround- 
ing circumstances, and further illumina- 
ted by the exposition of those who were 
instrumental in securing their adoption, 

t it must be manifest to every one that the 
first two sections of the fourteenth article 
were meant to make the negro a citizen, 
whilst the fifteenth artiole was meant to 
make him an elector in the States. This, 
we submit,was their whole scope, purpose 
and result. The very oollooation of words 
in the fifteenth article, “race, color or pre- 
vious condition of servitude,” points as 
distinctly to the African as though the 
word had him expressed upon the face of 
the enactment. 

We conceive, therefore, sir, that the 
proposition before the committee is that 
transgression of either the fourteenth or 
fifteenth amendments for the reasons al- 
ready stated. But if we have erred in 
this, if by any chain of correct reasoning 
it can be shown that these articles of the 
Constitution of the United States have a 

It is true, as my learned friend from 
Philadelphia (Mr. Dallas) has argued, 
that the Constitution of the United States 
declares that Congress shall have power 
to establish one uniform rule of naturalizn- 
tion. Congress has exercised that power, 
and the States therefore have no control 
over the subject. Besides the native born 
citizen we have the naturalized citizen, 
who acquires his title tocitizenship under 
the mandate of the supreme power of the 
nation. Whilst, therefore, the States can- 
not place restrictions upon naturalization, 
beyond what Congress has established; 
whilst it is further true that all persons 
born or naturalized in the United States, 
and subject to the jurisdictions thereof, 
are citizens of the United States and of 
the States where they reside ; whilst it is 
also further true that the rightsof citizens 
of the United States to vote shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United States, 
or by any State, on account of race, color 
or previous condition of servitude, it does 
not follow, from all this, that the States 
may vote, subject to these restrictions, 
prescribe the qualifications of their elec- 
tors. Congress has never undertaken to 
do this. Indeed, no power is possessed 
by Congress on this subject, except as we 
have just stated it. I, for one, sir, shall 
never agree to surrender to the general 
government a control over the elective 
franchise in Pennsylvania upon doubtful 
construction, or forced inferences. When 
this right is absorbed by the general gov- 
ernment, you may as well abolish your 
State Constitutions, obliterate your State 
lines, and bow your neck to the yoke of 
centralization. He, sir, who tells me that 
whilst we may declare that a man must 
be a citizen of the State for one year be- 
fore he can vote, yet we Eannot declare 
that he must be a citizen of the United 
States for one month before he can enjoy 
the same privilege, must show me a clear 
warrant, under the hand of the highest 
power of the nation, for his assertion, be- 
fore he can command my faith. 

So far, therefore, as this proposition is 
one of power in the State to place this re- 
striction upon the naturalized citizen, my 
mind is clear of doubt. 

This much I have said in defence of 
State sovereignty, for I insist that this 
great Commontealth has not yet ignobly 

broader sweep, and were meant to protect 
white men, still, 1 submit, sir, that they 
containnothing which interdictsthis Com- 
monwealth from doing what it is now pro- 
posed to do. 
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lost all control over the elective franchise clause into the organic law, I consider 
of her citizens. that it is better that a few may suffer a 

But behind this question of power lies temporary inconvenience or injustice, 
the question of propriety. It is charged than that the liberties of a free people 
a@nst the present State Constitution shall be endangered by the corruption of 
that it suffers naturalization of foreigners the ballot-box. 
to take place up to the very day of the For these reasons 1 shall vote to retain 
election, and in consequence Of that, the prOvisiOnin thissection. 
fraudulent naturalization papers are is- Mr. CLARK. Mr. Chairman : The ques- 
sued, and that they are fraudulently used tion before the committee seems to be as 
upon election day. The claim that is set to the power of the State, in its Constitu- 
np for the proviso in this section is, that tion, to make the provision which is an- 
by requiring naturalization to be made for nexed to the first section : ‘6 No natural- 
at least a month before election day, it ized citizen shall enjoy the rights of an 
will prevent, to a great extent, the issuing elector until one month shall have elapsed 
of these fraudulent papers, aud their from the time he becomes a citizen.!’ 
fraudulent use. The plea is for the purity 1 think that in the outset It IS proper to 
of the ballot-box. know whom we are to regard as citizens. 

After mature deliberation I have de- Who are citizens of the United States, or 
termined to adhere to the proviso, al- of a State? The fourteenth amendment 
though in doing so I may, to some ex- to the Constitution of the United States 
tent, curtail the equal privileges of the gives a concise legal detinition of the 
naturalized Gtizen. I am, sir, for laying term “ citizen.” It says : “All persons 
a strong hand upon frauds in naturaliza- born or naturalized in the United States, 
tion. And then, J ask, who will he be and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are 
that will lay a strong hand upon the re- citizens of the United States and of the 
peater ; upon the ballot-box stuffer ; upon State wherein they reside.” “All persons 
that faithless of?icer who, instead of con- born or naturalized in the United States,” 
serving the ballot-box in purity, and no matter whether male or female, 
making it the mirror of the will of a free whether above the age of twenty-one 
people, converts it into a refuge of lies ? years or below it, “all persons born or 
Wbcn that delegate shall appear on this naturalized.” kc., ‘<are citizens of the 
floor to correct such abuses, he shall have United States, and of the St&e wherein 
my hearty concurrence. The great evil they reside.” 
of the times is the impurity of the ballot- Citizenship, sir, is one thing, and elocto- 
box. Now there is but one objection that ral privilege is another thing. We live 
I conceive can be properly urged against in a republican government. We perform 
it, that it is apt to create an invidious dis- all the functions of government by repre- 
tinction between citizens. Now, sir, I de- sentation. It is impracticable that we 
sire to keep as far away as possible from should all be governors, or judges, or 
that demon of proscription which once members of the Legislature, or even elec- 
ran riot through this country, and which tors; but we perform all these functions 
directed its arrows against the foreign through the officers whom we select to ’ 
born citizen and the believer in certain serve those purposes. We are all repre- 
tenctsof religiousfaith. If I thought that sentod in the Legislature, and we are all 
such a proposition as this could be dis- likewise represented in the electoral de- 
torted into proscription, either of foreign partment of this government. When any 
born citizens or any religionist, I would elector goes to the polls to cast his ballot, 
as soun touch a leper as touch the pro- he does not vote for himself alone; he 
vision. But, sir,whilst in a few occasions votes for the community in which he 
it may work inconvenience ; whilst it lives; he is a representative man. i\len 
may say to a man who is entitled to natu- and women and children are all alike citi- 
ralization, who is entitled to stand up in z~ns by the uyording of this Constitution, 
the full stature of an American and put and by the uniform decisions of all our 
on the raiment of citizenship; whilst it courts for many years back; but all are 
may now and then say to such a man, not electors, and the consequence is that 
*‘ You shall not for this time exeGse we have designated a portion of the citi- 
yol~r high prerogative of an American zens of this country to perform the fnnc- 
citizen ;” whilst that temporary incon- tinns of electors. They have a certain 
\-cnience, and apparant temporary injus- specific duty which they can perform, and 
tlce may flow from incorporating this that is all they can perform. They c<m- 
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not paas a law, nor can they construe a 
law, nor execute a law ; they can simply 
dewhat has been delegated to them to do 
by the Constitution of the State. To vote 
is their function; to make laws is the 
function of the Legislature ; to construe 
them the function of the courts, and to 
execute them is the function of the Exe@ 
utive. 

the privileges and immunities of citizens 
of the United States. 

I say we live in a representative gov- 
ernment ; and whilst all who are born or 
naturalized here may be citizens, all are 
not neoessarily electors. The fourteenth 
amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States declares, that “all persons 
born 9r naturalized in the United States, 
and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, 
are citizens of the United States and of the 
State wherein they reside.” Again : ‘&No 
State shall make or enforce any law 
which shall abridge the privileges or im- 
munities of citizens of theunited States.” 
Now, I ask, sir, what are the privileges 
and immunities of citizens of the United 
States? Where are they defined? HOW 
can we know what the privileges and im- 
munities of citizens of the United States 
are? Why, the federal government is a 
limited government. It existsunder the 
Constitution of the United States. It has 
certain specific, delegated powers given 
to that government,. It can exercise no 
other and no greater power. 

The privileges and immunities of citi- 
zens of the United States are simply those 
of protection under its laws and the other 
privileges guaranteed by the Constitu- 
tion. The right to vote is’s right which a 
man exeroises, not as a citizen of the Uni- 
ted States, but as a citizen of the State 
wherein he resides. I appeal, now, to the 
Constitution itself. I know we elect 
members of Congress to represent us, but 
who elects them 1 The electors designated 
by the general government 9 By no means. 
The Constitution of the United States 
declares that “the House of Representa- 
tives shall be composed of members 
chosen every second year by the people 
of the several States ; and the electors in 
each State shall have the qualifications 
requisite for electors of the most numer- 
ous branch of the State Legislature.” 
Does thegeneral government pretend toin- 
dicate what the qualifications shall be of 
those who shall ohoose representatives in 
Congress ? Not at all. That is for the State 
to do. There is but one other officer for 
the people to eleot,“,underthe Constitution 
of the United States, namely, a President. 
What does the Constitution say in regard 
to the selection of that officer? “Each 
State shall appoint., C such ?nanner as the 
Le@lature thereof may direct, electors to 
make selection of a President of the Uni- 

I submit it to you, then, can any citizen ted States.79 
of that government, so limited, exercise 
any powers which thegovernment cannot 

The question of the qualification of vo- 
t 

give? The power of the government to 
ers is not one under the federal Constitu- 

bestow or to grant immunities and priv- 
tion, but under the Constitution of the 

ileges necessarily limits the powers which 
State of Pennsylvania. I may here ad- 

its citizens may enjoy ; and the citizen of 
vert to the fact that this question came 
b 

What then, are the powers of the gen- 
eral or federal government-the govern- 
ment of the United States? Why they are 
specified clearly and distinotly in the 
Constitution of the United States; and the 
same instrument defines the privileges 
and immunities of its citizens. Will anp 

the United States is therefore as limited 
in his privileges and immunities as is the 
government itself to bestow the same. 

amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States : 

e ore our courts in the ease of Buruham f 

against Laning, in the decision of whioh 
J u d ge Sharswood uses this language in 
reference to the fourteenth and fiftbenth 

“It is equally clear that a woman who 
is born in this country, or naturalized, as 
she may be, under the a&s of Congress, 
is as fully entitled to the protection of the 
government as a man, and with the right 
to fully enjoy all theprivileges which be- 
long to oitizens; but it does not follow 

gentleman tell me that the right to vote is 
one of them 1 Will anybody intimate that 
upon a fair constructi& of- this Constitu- that the eleotive franchise is one of these 
tion, the right to vote at any election is a privileges. That is exclusively regulated 
right, of a citizen of the United States? If by the Constitution, which has excluded 
you assume that you assume too much ; many citizens from it by reason of age, 
you would have all the females voting non-paymentof taxes, non-residence with- 
without any sort of action on the part of in the Commonwealth and the eleotion 
this Convention. You would have all the district for a certain length of time. Nor 
minors voting, because all are entitled to can I perceive that the fourteenth and fif- 
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teenth amendments of the Constitution 
of the United States have any bearing or 
application upon the matter. The third 
article, section one, of the Constitution of 
Pennsylvania does not, in this respect, at 
least, abridge the privileges or immuni- 
ties of citizens of the United States, for 
the elective franchise is not one of them. 
Nor is the right of the plaintiff to vote de- 
nied or abridged on account of race, color 
or previous condition of servitude.” 

I assure you, Mr. Chairman, that no 
man votes at any election, either for State 
or federal officers,because of his privileges 
or immunities as a citizen of the United 
States ; but because of his privileges and 
immunities as a citizen of his own State, 
and under the Constitution and laws 
ihereof. 

I appeal to the members of this Con- 
vention upon this point. If the general 
government has no control over the ques- 
tion of suffrage, how can a citizen of that 
government enjoy a privilege or an im- 
munity under a government that cannot 
bestow it? It is an utter impracticability. 
The fourteenth amendment was adopted 
merely for the purpose of giving to the 
African race,‘if you please, or to the wo- 
men or children, or to anybody embraced 
within its provisions, the rightsof citizen- 
ship-the civil and political rights which 
are embraced in citizenship, as covered 
by the Constitution of the United States. 
It had not the slightest reference to the 
right of sutfrage, as is proven by the read- 
ing of the second section. The first sec- 
tion says : 

“No State shall make or enforce any 
law which shall abridge the rights, privi- 
leges or immunities of any citizen of the 
United States.” 

This first section says they shall not do 
so; hence if that section were standing 
alone, andsuch a thing were attempted, it 
would be in utter violation of the Consti- 
tution of the United States, and would, 
therefore, be nugatory and void. If the 
‘6 privileges and immunities,” referred to 
in the first section, embraced suffrage, 
there would be an inconsistency between 
the two sections; the first section deolar- 
ing that this right may not be denied or 
abridged, and the second section declar- 
ing that it may be denied and abridged. 
The true constrnotion is that the first sec- 
tion does not embrace nor refer to suffrage, 
but the second does ; and the right of rep- 
resentation of any State is there decreed 
to be based upon the extent to whioh the 

male citizens of that State are allowed to 
vote. 

The fourteenth amendment has no’re- 
ference whatever to the right of suffrage, 
except in the second section of that amend- 
ment, and that is simply to fix the basis 
of State representation ; but then, in order 
to make assurance doubly sure, if the Con- 
stitution llad given the negro the right to 
vote by the fourteenth amendment, why 
was the fifteenth amendment adopted ? 
Why wasit necessary to declare anything 
further in the Constitution of the United 
States than the declaration of the four- 
teenth amendment, that all persons born 
or naturalized in the United States, and 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, had all 
the rights, privileges and immunities of 
citizens of the United States, if that decla- 
ration included the right to vote ? 

The fifteenth amendment does not 
speak of the “privileges or immmunities” 
of citizens as such. but it says the “ right 
of citizens of the United States to vote,” 
&.--a manifest and obvious distinction 
between the reading of the fourteenth and 
that of the fifteenth amendments. “The 
right of citizens of the United States to 
vote shall not be denied or abridged by 
the United States, or by any State, on 
account of race, color or previous condi- 
tion of servitude.” 

It was alleged by the gentleman from 
Philadelphia, (Mr. Gowen,) yesterday, 
in his remarks before the committee, 
that this proposed proviso would, in 
effect, abridge the rights of foreigners, on 
account of their “race.” I was sorry to 
hear an argument so simple as that from 
that gentleman, whose legal learning is 
everywhere admitted. It seems to me 
that we would, by this proviso, discrimi- 
nate against no man on account of his 
‘1 race.” This discrimination is not made 
on account of race! color or previous con- 
dition of servitude. I believe we have 
five original races. I had occasion to look 
into that matter yesterday evening. It is 
not because a man is an African that 
we discriminate against him. It is not 
because he is a Caucasian, nor because 
he belongs to the Mongolian, or any 
other of the five races; nor, coming 
down to minuter divisions, is it because a 
man is an Irishman, or a German, or a 
Turk that we abridge his right. Why 
then? Because he owed and paid alle- 
giance to a foreign power or potentate. 
And we say to that man : “ After you are 
naturalized, and have held your natural- 
ization papers for thirty days, you shall 
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have the right to vote. You are a full- 
Hedged citizen when you beconie natural- 
ized, and are entitled to all the protect 
tion which the laws of the United States 
afford to its citizens, but you have no 
right to vote until you have held these 
papers in your possession for thirty days. 

This is complained of because it has 
special application to foreigners only. Do 
we not do the same thing a&inst minors? 
“All persons born or naturalized in the 
United States” are citizens thereof-so 
says th6 fourteenth amendment. Cl&- 
dren under the age of twenty-one years 
are citizens of the United States. What 
do we say to them? Why, we say : “When 
you arrive at the age of twenty-one years 
you shallvote.” We discriminate against 
our own people and against our own chil- 
dren, and shall we not be permitted to 
discriminate against persons from a for- 
eign country S Not because they come of 
any class, or any race, or are of any color, 
or because they were freemen or slaves, 
but because they owed and paid allegi- 
ance to a foreign government, and we 
have a right to say to them that they shall 
be naturalized, but that for the public 
good to prevent fraud, they shall have had 
their naturalization papers for thirty days 
before they oan vote. There does not seem 
to me to be any question about our perfect 
right to do so. Under the fourteenth 
amendment there is clearly no curtail- 
ment of our power; and under the fif- 
teenth amendment it is as clear as can be, 
that we may not discriminate against 
them on accoutit of race, color or previous 
condition of servitude. And this we cer- 
tainly do not do ; but solely and simply 
because they have owed and paid allegl- 
ante to governments other than ours. 

It may be said, further, if we discrimi- 
nate against naturalized citizens for one 

race, oolor or previous condition of servi- 
tude, but the exeruise of the right for any 
other purpose would be most unwise and 
rmjust. 

Mr. M'ALLISTER. Mr. Chairman: It 
seems to me remarkable that the proviso 
under consideration should be construed 
into an invidious ,dlscrlmination against 
the man of foreign birth. Most assuredly 
no such purpose was intended by the com- 
mittee in making this report. Indeed 
it was argued that there was an invidious 
discrimination against the native born! 
citizen, in that the native born citizen was 
required to reside two months, being a 
citizen, and a man of foreign birth only 
to reside one month, being a citizen ; and 
it was alleged that that was an invidious 
discrimination in favor of foreign citizens 
and against the native oitizen. 

I was astonished, also, at the %onstitu- 
tional argument” of the gentleman fmm 
Philadelphia (Mr. Dallas.) It was the 
first time that I had ever heard it alleged 
that it was not in the power of every State 
in the Union to determine, by her own 
organic law, what time the citizen should 
reside within her bounds before he ac- 
quired the right of iuffrage. That is a 
right that has been uniformly exercised 
by every State of the Union, and be- 
fore 1 proceed further, 1 would say, for in- 
formation, that I am instruoted by the 
Committee on Suffrage, when the proper 
time comes, to move to subsitnte the word 
“person” instead of %aturalized citizen,” 
inthe seventh and eighthlines, so that the 
clause will read : “No person shall enjoy 
the right of an elector until one month 
shall have elapsed from the- time that 
he becomes a citizen.” That instruction 
was given to the chairman, with a view 
to remove any appearance of harshness 
that may occur to any one in the structure 

month, we may discriminate againstthem of the sentence. 
for a year ; if we may for one year, we may 
for ten. I am not inclined to deny this p& 

I had intended to go into an argument 
upon the legal construction of the four- 

position, but certainly no wise man would teenth and fifteenth amendments, but 
favor the adoption of suoh a measure ; no that subjeot has been so ably discussed, 
man in this country, or in these times, 
would willin& cut off the vote of the nat- 

*and so clearly treated, by the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. Clark) that I will not 

uralized citiz>i any greater length of time 
than would prevent the dangers appre- 
hended. The prevention of frauds at 
elections is a consummation devoutly to 
be wished, and no element of our popula- 
tion would be more rejoiced at its attain- 
ment than the foreign element. The 
power, however, doubtless exists, thus, to 
abridge the right for the publiogood,so long 
as no discrimination is made on account of 

say anything further in reference to it. 
But for the purpose of showing that the 

words L‘privileges” and %mmunities,” 
contained in the fourteenth amendment, 
have received a judicial construction as 
used in the second section of the fourth 
article, I will read an extra& from Cooley 
on Constitutional limitations, page 397 : 

“The Constitution of the United States 
contains a provision that is important in 
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this connection, which is that the citizens 
of each State shall be entitled to all the 
privileges and immunities of citizens of 
the several States. Although the precise 
meaning of privileges and immunities is 
not very definitely settled, as yet, in some 
things it is unquestionable that many 
rights and privileges may be made, as 
they usually are, to depend upon actual 
residence, such as the right to vote,” &c. 
Many things may be made to depend 
upon actual residence. This right of suf- 
frage has been made to depend upon ac- 
tual residence, and that is just what we do 
here in this article, in reference to the ex- 
ercise of this right. The man of foreign 
birth is required to reside in the district 
one month, the man of native birth two 
mouths. It is true that the man of for- 
eign birth is required also to reside two 
months, but he is only required to reside 
one month after he becomes a citizen, 
whilst the man uative born resides two 
months, bemg a citizen, or after he be- 
comes a citizen. Now is this an invidious 
distinction? It seems to me not. Both 
of these provisions are restrictions upon 
the right of suffrage, that great natural 
social right, which no government on 
earth should restrict, but for good rea- 
sons, and it was only because the restric- 
tion was necessary to guard against fraud 
that I would consent to either of these re- 
strictions. It was a necessity that rested 
upon us to preserve the purity of the bal- 
lot; and will it be said that our foreign 
citizens will not make this concession 
willingly? They are as much interested 
as the native citizen in the purity of the 
ballot-box. All good citizensshould unite 
to seoure the purity of the ballot, the only 
inquiry being what is necessary ? 

Now upon this subject of necessity, it 
is most manifest that the greatest frauds 
have been perpetrated in this matter of 
naturalization, upon the eve of every 
important election. The frauds exist, and 
we must counteract their influence upon 
the ballot-we must get ahead of the peo- 
ple who are perpetrating the fraud, and* 
we cannot do it if naturalization papers 
can be poured out, as they have been, the 
day before the election. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Mr. Chairman : I had 
thought of saying a few words upon this 
subject, but it has beenso fully discussed, 
and I so entirely agree with the views ex- 
pressed by the gentlemen who have pre- 
ceded me, in opposition to the proposed 
amendment, that it is with some relac- 
tance that I address myself to its further 

discussion. But it is a constitutional 
question of very great importiance, and 
there are some considerations which bear 
closely upon it, which have not yet been 
brought to the attention of the cotnmittee. 

The proposed section, with the pending 
amendments, raises two questions: First, 
as to the constitutional power of a State 
to impose any limitation upon the right 
of a citizen 6f the United States to vote 
within that S,ate. Second, as to the ex- 
pediency of the particular limitatious 
n&v under consideration 

I will not discuss the question of citi- 
zenship, which has beea so ably and fully 
argued by my friend upon the right, (Mr. 
Clark,) and in whose views upon that sub- 
ject I entirely concur. 

Those who deny the right of the State 
in this regard base their opinion upon a 
construction of the fourteenth article of 
the Constitution of the United States 
which, in my judgment, is narrow, and 
contrary alike to its true intent, and to its 
settled judicial construction. It is claimed 
that under the second clause of the first 
section, viz : “ No State shall make or en- 
force any law which shall abridge the 
privileges or immunitiesof citizens of the 
United States.” The clause which we 
now propose to insert in the Constitution 
of Pennsylvania would be inoperative and 
void. I call the attention of the commit- 
tee to the fact that a clause in similar lan- 
guage and the same import was contained 
in the Articles of Confederation of 1778: 
the fourth article of which decla.red, that : 
6‘ The better to secure and perpetuate mu- 
tual friendship and intercourse amongst 
the people of the different States in this 
Union, the free inhabitants of each of 
these States, paupers, vagabonds and fu- 
gitives from justice excepted, sBn22 he en- 
titled to all prGleges a?& immunities of 
free citizens in the several States.” Section 
two of the fourth article of the Constita- 
tion of 1787 repeats the same provisions, 
as follows : “The citizensof eachLUte shall 
be entttled to all the privileges and immzbni- 
ties of &izens in the several #lutes.” We 
are not, therefore, in interpreting the four- 
teenth amendment, required to interpret 
language new, either in sentiment or ex- 
pression. This clause, under the old Con- 
stitution, has been frequently under con- 
sideration, and has received judicial in- 
terpretation. 

In Fanar’s Manual of the Constitution, 
pages 401 and 402, in commenting upon 
the fourteenth article, it is said : “ In re- 
spect to the powers of the govermncnt, it 
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14: of the same general character as the 
last. It re-affirms some pre-existing pow- 
ers, but add8 no new ones.” And in refer- 
ence to the particular section under 
which the question now in discussion has 
arisen, he states: “It will scarcely be 
claimed, by anybody, to delegate any- 
thing new to the government, or to pro- 
hibit the States from doing anything 
which otherwise they might rightfully 
do.” 

The same doctrine, precisely, is declared 
in Pascal’s commentaries upon the same 
article of the Constitution; and this 
author claims that the language of the 
fourteenth amendment does not apply to 
the elective tranchise, aud cites from opin- 
ions of the United States courts and the 
courts of several States in support of his 
position. I will briefly cite a few only of 
these authorities, for, as I have before 
stated, the arguments which have been 
already made meet so fully my views 
upon the question, and are, in my judg- 
ment, so conclusive, that it is not neces- 
sary to elaborate the argument. The 
words ‘6 rights,” “ privileges” and “im- 
munities” have all been judicially con- 
strued. The word “right” is generic and 
embraces whatever may be lawfully 
claimed.” 

‘4 Privileges are ‘6 special rights belong- 
ing to the individual or class, and not to 
the mass-properly au exemption from 
some duty or immunity from some gen- 
eral burden or obligation-a right pecu- 
liar to some individual or body.” In 
Lemmon vs. The People, 20 N. Y. R., 
6~5, Demo, J., declares : “The meaning of 
the language is that, in a given State, 
every citizen of every other State shall 
have the same privileges or immunities- 
that is, the same rights-which the citi- 
zens of that State possess. They are not 
subject to the disabilities of alienage; 
they can hold property by the same titles 
by which other citizens may hold it, 
and no other. Discriminating legislation 
against them shall be unlawful.” In 
Ildtes on Citizenship, page 22, it is held : 
“ Immunities are rights of exemption 
only-freedom from whatotherwise would 
be a duty or a burden.” 

In the case of Corfield vs. Coryell, 4 
WC&., C. c’. R., p. 380, it is held by Judge 
Washington, in commenting upon this ar- 
ticle of the Constitution of 1757 : “It is 
confined to those privileges and immuni- 
ties which are in their nature fundamen- 
tal, which belong of right to the citizens 
,f all free governments, and which have, 

at all times, been enjoyed by the citizens 
of the several States which compose this 
nation, from the time of their becoming 
free, independent and sovereign. They 
may be all comprehended under the fol- 
lowing general heads : Protection by the 
government ; enjoyment of life ,and lib- 
erty, with the right to acquire and pos- 
sess property of every kind, and to pur- 
sue and obtain happineas and safety, sub- 
ject, nevertheless, to such restraint as the 
government may justly prescribe for the 
general good of the whole; the right of 
the citizens of one State to pass through 
or reside in another State, for the purpose 
of trading, agriculture, professional pur- 
suits or otherwise; to claim the benefit 
of the writ of habeas corpus; to institute 
a lawful a&ion of any kind in the courts 
of the State; to take hold or dispose of 
property, either real or personal, and an 
exemption from higher taxesor imposi- 
tions than are paid by other citizens of 
the State, may be mentioned as some of 
the peculiar privileges and immunities of 
citizens, which are clearly embraced by 
the general description of privileges 
deemed to be fundamental. To which 
may be added the elective franchise, as 
legally established by the laws or Consti- 
tution of the St&e in which it 6 to be ezer- 
cued.” 

In the case of the United Statesvs. Wil- 
liamson, 4 A. L. R., 19, Conner vs. Elliott, 
18 How, 591, Murray vs. M’Carty, 2 nfunf., 
393, and in numerous other cases, it has 
been held that it does not embrace privi- 
leges conferred by the local laws of the 
State, such as the rights of representation 
or election. In Story’s Conflict of Laws, 
section three hundred and twenty-one, 
&c., in commenting upon the same clause 
ot the Constitution, it is said : 

“The result of the cases seems to be 
that the citizen of oneState does not carry 
the local laws of his State which are re- 
pugnant to the laws of his new domicil 
into that State. But when he goes into 
the State he isentitled to all the rightsand 
privileges of the citizen? of that State- 
no more, no less. He is tiot entitled to vote 
as one of his privileges until the Consti- 
tution or laws of tkbat State give him the 
power.” 

Without further comment upon this 
clause, I maintain that the current of 
opinion as pronounced in the courts of the 
UnitedStates,aswellasintheseveralStates 
of the Union, has disposed of this ques- 
tion by conclusive adj udioation. It is set- 
tled, and it is not now open for argument 
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This brings me to the consideration of the 
next section of the same article, which 
reads as follows : 

“When the right to vote at any election 
for the choice of electors for President and 
Vice President of the United States, rep- 
resentatives in Congress, the Executive 
and judicial oilicers of a State, or the 
members of the Legislature thereof, is de- 
nied to any male inhabitant of such State, 
being twenty-one years of age, and oiti- 
zens of the United States, or in any way 
abridge,” 8~. 

The broadest interpretation which can 
be given to this language is that which 
has been suggested by thegentleman from 
Columbia, (&fr. Buckalew,) and it is: 
That it would operate by way of penalty 
to limit the representation of the State to 
the same extent to which the right to vote 
is limited. But if this be its true intent 
and meaning, its operation under the pro- 
vision reported by the committee would 
be so exceedingly limited as to be unim- 
portant, if not wholly inappreciable. But 
I do not conour in this construction. 

The regulation which the committee 
has prepared is only a means to aid in 
securing the purity of our elections. It 
looks not to the right to vote-but to the 
n%ocZe of Its exercise. I cannot regard it as 
any “abridgement” of the right to vote 
within the meaning of the Constitution of 
the United States, and cannot, therefore, 
assent to the admission of my learned 
friend from Columbia, (Mr. Buckalew,) 
that it would operate even to the smallest 
extent to reduce the basis of our repre- 
sentation in Congress. As applied to the 
case in hand, it is practically insignificant, 
but in its relation to our constitutional 
rights as a State of the Union under other 
circumstances, and when applied to other 
conditions which future necessities may 
develop, it might become a question of 
vital consequence. But it is enough to 
justify this discussion that it involves the 
construction of an important clause in the 
,Constitution of the United States which 
has not yet been judicially interpreted, 
and I have felt it my duty to dissent from 
a construction which might in the future 
be looked upon as an acquiescence of this 
Convention in a construction, which, to 
some extent, at least, compromises the 
constitutional rights of the State. I re- 
peat, with emphasis, that in my judgment 
the proposed amendment does not desy- 
neither does it abwXge the right of a citi- 
zen of the United States to vote. To def%y 
the right is to withhold it entirely; to 

abridge the right is to withhold it in part, 
To illustrate: If it were declared that a 
designated class of citizens shall not vote 
at all: this would be to deny the right. 
To declare that such a class shall have the 
right to vote for the Governor, but shall 
not votefor legislators, would be toabridge 
the right and would, ineither case, operate 
to reduce the basis of our representation, 
This view is strengthened by an examina- 
tion of the precise language of the section. 
It specifies distinctly-not only the Presi- 
dent and Vice President of the United 
States and representatives in Congress, 
but the Executive and judicial othcers of 
a State or the members of the Legislasure 
thereof, and is silent as to all other offi- 
cers of the State. The disjunctive form of 
the expression olearly indicates that it 
was contemplated as possible that the 
right to vote might be restricted to cer- 
tain specified. officers of the State, and the 
Constitution of the United States would 
guard against any such discrimination as 
might etiect the election of either of the 
federal Executive officers or the members 
of either branch of the federal Legisla- 
ture. But considering the question in a 
still wider view, the true construction of 
the clause, as applied to the proposed 
amendment, depends, as I understand it, 
upon whether its restriction takes hold 
upon the elective franchise, embracing, of 
course, the officers designated in the sec- 
tion before referred to, or merely upon 
the mode of its exercise. So one, I pre- 
sume, denies the right of a State to regu- 
late, at its own discretion, the mode in 
which its citizens shall vote ; and to my 
mind it is clear that the restriction goes 
no further than areasonable regard to the 
purity of our elections require. It does 
not deny nor abridge the right, but de- 
clares that it shall be exercised w7ithin 
certain reasonable limitations and restric- 
tions. It regards the sanctity of the ballot- 
box as essential to the security of liberty. 
It. guards the elective franchise with jeal- 
ous care, and seeks to gather around it ev- 
ery protection which shall ensure the ex- 
pression of the public will without fear 
and without favor. Its protection from 
fraudulent abuse is a prime necessity; 
and the means to aocomplish it are clearly 
the subject of legislative discretion, and 
come fairly within that clasaitication, re- 
cognised as a fundamental right, and 
known to judicial decisions as questions 
of “police.” Some portion of individual 
and natural right must yield to the gen- 
eral good of the greatest number. 
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By natural right every man’s personal 
liberty is without restraint. He may go 
where and when he pleases, but the gen- 
eral good requires that this right shall be 
limited, and in all organized government 
it is subject to such restraint as public ne- 
cessity imposes. It is upon these grounds 
that, for sufficient cause, the citizen may 
be arrested and imprisoned. So the rights 
of private property are sacred, and pro- 
tected by express constitutional guaran- 
tees ; yet it is the right of the State to seize 
upon the tools of a burglar, and forfeit 
the right of personal ownership. In all 
such cases the natural, as well as the con- 
stitutional, rights of the citizen are subor- 
dinated to the general ‘1 police ” powers of 
the State, to the end that the greatest 
number of citizens shall enjoy the largest 
liberty, for there can be no true liberty 
which is not regulated by law. 

I maintain that this section means no 
more, and proposes nothing more, than to 
ensure the protectionof all citizens in the 
elective franchise and to guard against its 
abuse. 

The question of expedienoy, which has 
been adverted to in this discussion, I 
think is clearly within the power of the 
Convention, and that it is to be determin- 
ed according to sound disoretion, with the 
view of ascertaining what kind and what 
degree of restraint is nesessary to the just 
and equal exercise of this right. It will 
not do to argue;as has been done, that 
if it is oompetent for tho Convention to 
restrain the exercise of this right for thir- 
ty days, that it is equally competent to 
restrain its exercise for thirty years. 
There is a point of limitation beyond 
which restraint would become denial, and 
this point, in extreme cases, I suppose, 
would raise a question for judicial deter- 
mination. It is distorting the argument 
to contend, as has been done, that there is 
no stopping place between such extremes. 
It does not follow that because we might 
restrain the exercise of a right for a hun- 
dred days that we might restrain it for a 
hundred years. There is a point where 
the judicial department would interpose 
to control the limitation, for it cannot be 
denied that there is a point where ostensi- 
ble restraint would become practical de- 
nial. 

AS to the expediency of this provision, 
I would remark that I would regard it as 
better adapted to its purpose to extend 
the limitation to sixty days rather than 
thirty. In times of severe political eon- 
test thirty days falls within the period of 

high excitemenl, I would place no re- 
straint upon the right of foreign subjects 
to avail themselves of the most liberal 
naturalization laws, and would welcome 
them to citizenship and to the enjoyment 
of our highest, and most valued and sa- 
cred political franchise; but equally, in the 
highest interest of all citizensalike, native 
born and foreign, I would, as far as prac- 
ticable, exclude every means of corruptly 
influencing or controlling elections, and 
would strike down the power of the de- 
praved of all parties to form political rings 
around any class of our fellow-citizens, 
to impose upon their ignorance, their cre- 
dulity or their confidence ; for these men 
are far more sinned against than sinning. 
I would extend to foreigners of every land 
the most cordial welcome, and invite them 
to the fullest enjoyment of our privileges ; 
but I would have them become citizens 
in the quiet and coolness of their delib- 
erate choice, and not under the excite- 
ment of political agitation. I am not, 
however, urgent in tliis regard, and shall 
vote for the limitation of thirty days, but 
would favor an amendment extending the 
time to sixty days, as I believe it would 
better attain the end proposed, and arr 
cords with the limitation imposed upon 
native born citizens; and would be more 
likely to promote equal, just and honest 
elections, by limiting the power of dan- 
gerous and unscrupulous political lead- 
ers, who shrink from no means, however 
fraudulent, to compass political ends, and 
who use naturalization papers fraudn- 
lently and against the wishes and with- 
out the knowledge of the naturalized oiti- 
zens, and with equal detriment to then; 
as to others. The provision abridges no 
man’s right to vote, but merely regulates, 
in a reasonable manner, the mode of its 
exercise, and is part of that general sys. 
tern which the committee has socarefully 
considered and reported, with a view to 
secure the free, honest and impartial ex- 
pression of the public will by means of 
the ballot. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Chair-man: There 
has been. so much discussion upon this 
subject, addressed by lawyers to the law- 
yers of the Convention, that I propose to 
discuss it now merely as between honest 
men, and to look at it in a practical light. 
The gentleman from Carbon, (Mr. filly,) 
in his address upon the subject referred to 
the evils growing up under the present 
law, and illustrated them with instances 
o@mring to his own knowledge. Most of 
the delegates upon this floor, and cer- 
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tainlv all of our members who resitle in 
this city, can bear out the assertions made 
by him in another forum. I had occasion, 
a few years ago, in the investigation of a 
cymtested election case to prove, to the 
,satifaction of the investigating committee 
by the prothonotary and various clerks, 
that in one alleged court, without a judge 
upon the bench, alarge numberof persons 
were said to have been naturalized at such 
a rate thatit required theadministration of 
six oaths per minute during a period of 
some twenty-five or thirty days. In the 
investigationof this same case I discovered 
the fact that in one locality of this State, 
fal removed from the olty of Philadelphia, 
that the names of men and the place of 
their birth were obtained from them, and 
without losing an hour from their labor, 
without leaving the mine or the rolling 
mill, were represented in the Supreme 
Court of this State, and naturalization 
certificates were issued on a Friday pre- 
ceding the election, mailed to one of the 
jnspect.ors of elections, by him deliv- 
ered to the recipient on the morning of 
or the night before the election, and voted 
Iq,on at the election to the destruction of 
the votes of good and honest men of the 
c:ommonwealth. I maintain that when 
we see such fraud as this under our 
lbresent Constitution and laws, it is the 
duty of this Convention, and the duty of 
the peopleof this State, to apply such a 
corrective as will prevent the recurrence 
of such scenes in all future time. It is 
with this view I regard the amendment 
now proposed to be stricken out as a great 
jueasure of reform, and as such I shall vote 
iin- it. When all thesefrauds were being 
perpetrated in 1868 in this city and in the 
Supreme Court of the State, to such an ex- 
tent that it called forth the condemnation 
of two of the then sitting judges, and one 
who had been appointed, but ilad not yet 
taken his seat,what was done then ? Some 
q)f the gentlemen, who are now identified 
with the great municipal movement in the 
city of Philadelphia, fiailed then to lift up 
their voicesin condemnation of this great 
{jutrage and wrong. Ah! I might say to 
them : 

“Where w&s Roderic then 7 
One blast upon his bugle horn were worth a thousand 

men ” 

They were silent, because they were, to 
some extent, thereoiplents of the benefits 
to be derived from so great a fraud. I 
lnaintain that this amendment is not, as 
has been alleged here, a restriction upon 
the naturalized citizen. 

I think, sir, it can be deinonstrated that 
it is rather a favor extended to him, to 
the exclusion of the native born citizen. 
Let me see. Let me illustrate it : A man 
born in Pennsylvania and living here un- 
til he is twenty-five, or thirty, or forty 
years of age, makes up his mind to change 
his residence. The next general election, 
we will say,will occur on the fifth of NO- 
vember, supposing the amendment which 
passed the Convention shall be approved 
bv the people of the State. At any day 
aker the fifth day of Nay, or on the same 
day he becomes n resident of another 
State. He leaves this State for one day, 
changes his mind and comes back again. 
What then? He was born here, he has 
lived here all his life but asingle day, and 
yet that day cuts that man off from the 
exercise of sutfrage until after the next 
general election. At that election he is 
deprived of the right of suffrage. But a 
man who was not a citizen when he went 
ant, who was not a citizen when he came 
back, who did not become a citizen until 
three or four months afterward, that man 
votes at the next general election, and his 
vote is cast into the ballot-box, while the 
man who was born here and moved out of 
the State but for one day loses his rote, if 
the six months necessary to restore him to 
cltizenship would not expire until the day 
after the election. 

I think it is a privilege conferred upon 
naturalized citizens, which is denied to 
the natiT-e born. Upon the constitutional 
question I do not propose to enter into a 
discussion, except simply so far as to an- 
swer the argument made by the gentle- 
mitn from Philadelphia (J#r. Gowen) yes- 
terday,who claimed that this proposed re- 
striction was a matter coming within the 
Constitution of the United States, because 
of the word “race.” When at school I 
was taught that there are five great races 
on the face of the globe, and if anybody 
oan findin this proposed provisoanything 
that says anything about the African race, 
or the Asiatic race, or the Indian race, or 
the Caucasian race, or the Malay race, it 
will be open to that objection. But I rind 
no such words,and I assert that it is not in 
the power of anybody to interpolate into 
it words that are not there, and if they 
be not there and cannot be interpolated, 
then the word race has no ctteot upon it, 
and cannot be considered for a moment. 

1 want to call the attention of the corn 
mittee to another thing. This, as I said, 
is a measure of reform. It is to protect 
the right of the honest voter. What 



difference, practically, is there, whether or 
not a man is denied the right of suffrage, 
when he comes to the ballot-box, if by any 
law, or practice under any law, or any 
usage, or any custom, the fraudulent vote 
is allowed to be deposited in the box to 
annul his vote? What practical dilfer- 
once is there if you receive his vote and 
then annul it by the reception of a fraudu- 
lent one ? Why it is as if he had not vo- 
ted at all. So far as the result is oon- 
cerned it amounts to nothing. Thus it is 
that this provision will act as a reform. It 
will protect the ballot-box by removing 
from the turmoil, immediately preceding 
an election, that insane desire to get peo- 
ple naturalized for the purpose of secur- 
iag their votes at the next election. We 
have seen that desire carried out, not on- 
ly in this city, but in the county of Car- 
bon, of which the gontleman from that 
district (Mr. Lilly) has spoken, and in 
other counties in this State. We have 
seen what was intended by Congress, 
when they passed the act, to be the exer- 
cise of judicial power become a mere cler- 
ical performsnco and a farce, and this pro- 
vision is designed to cut this whole thing 
up by the roots. Unless this or some sim- 
ilar provision be put into the Constitu- 
tion, I think we will fail to meet the re- 
quirements of the people whoask from LB 
to secure the ballot-box and make it pure. 

State one year after hispapers were grant- 
ed to him? If not so, it is a discrimina- 
tion in favor of the foreigner and not 
against him. 

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Chairman: I do not 
think that it is necessary to take up the 
time of this committee with any prolonged 
discussion of this subject at this time. I 

. am in favor of some such provision as 
this, but it is not necessary to add any- 
thing to the arguments that have already 
been made in favor of this provision. But 
in order to vote intelligently on this ques- 
tion, I would like to ask a question which 
may be answered by the chairman of the 
committee or by some other member of 
the committee, and that is this: The 
provision is : KNo naturalized citizen shall 
enjoy the right of an elector until one 
month shall have elapsed from the time 
he became a citizen.” Does that mean 
that any man, one month after the natu- 
ralization papers are granted him, shall 
become a vbter, no matter where he re- 
sides, or does it mean that, by relation, he 
shall be a citizen, counting from the 
time of his naturalization ; that is, eleven 
months until the time his papers are 
granted, and one more month until the 
year has been completed? Without this 
clause, would it mean that a naturalized 
foreigner would have to remain in the 

Now, sir, the question which I ask is : 
Is it clearly enough expressed in this 
proviso, that a naturalized citizen shall 

have been a resident of the State one year 
at the time he exercises the right of snf- 
frage, or not ? That is all, sir, I desire to 
SW. 

Mr. M'ALLISTER. Mr. Chairman: I 
will state, in answer to the gentleman 
from York, (Mr. Gibson,) that I under- 
stand this to be a restriction upon what is 
previously granted ; that a man of foreign 
birth is required to have resided in the 
district at least two months, and to have 
resided in it one of these months after 
he became a citizen, and after he has ob- 
tained his naturalization papers; and all 
the other requisites precede and are based 
upon the citizenship. 

He must be the requisite time in the 
State; he must have resided the requi- 
site time in the district ; and that seems 
to me to clearly convey the distinction. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Chairman: . Just 
one moment. I do not deny the power 
of the Convention, or of the people of the 
State, to impose this restriction. I do not 
think any sound constitutional lawyer 
can deny that power. But as to the ques- 
tion of expediency, I think it unwise, im- 
politic and unjust to single out a large 
class of the citizens of the State, and im- 
pose a restriction upon them that y.ou. do, 
not impose upon the other citizens. I 
opposed the insertion of this proviso,. 
in the committee, and I merely rise 
now to put myself on record’here 8s. 
against the insertion of the proviso, at 
present, and in favor of the amendment 
of the gentleman from Philadelphia (Mr. 
Dallas) to strike it ont. 

The CRAIRMAN. The question is on 
the amendment to the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Tioga (Mt Niles.) 
The amendment will be read, 

The CLERK. (‘Provided further, That 
no naturalized citizen shall enjoy the 
rights of an elector until he shall have re- 
sided in the State one year, in the elec-. 
tion district two months immediately 
preceding the election, nor until one 
month shall have elapsed from the time. 
he became a citizen.” 

45 

On the question of agreeing to the 
amendment to the amendment, a divi-- 
sion was called, which resulted : Thirty- 
seven in the affirmative; those in the 
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negative were so many that the Chair de- 
cided the question lost, without fnrther 
count. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question recurs 
to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Philadelphia, (Mr. Dallas,) to strike out 
the proviso. The proviso will be read. 

The CLERK. The proviso is at the end 
of the first section : 

(‘Provided further, No naturalized citi- 
zen shall enjoy the right of an elector 
until one month shall have elapsed from 
the time he becomes a citizen.” 

” NATURlLIZED CITIZENS ” OR “PER- 
SONS.” 

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Mr. Chairman: I 
now move the amendment suggested by 
the committee : 

‘I To strike out the words “ naturalized 
citizens,” and insert the word “per- 
sons.” 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Chairman : I sug- 
gest to the gentleman from Centre that 
he withdraw his amendment, at this 
time, and allow a vote to be taken on the 
proviso direct ; then his amendment will 
c’ome in at the proper place. 

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Mr. Chairman: I 
withdraw the amendment, for the pres- 
ent, aimply stating that I will renew it 
when the present amendment is disposed 
of. 

On the question of agreeing to the 
amendment, a division wascalled, result- 
ing : Fifteen in the affirmative-not a ma- 
jority of a quorum. 

So the amendment was rejected. 
3fr. M’BLLISTER. Mr. Chairman: I 

now renew the amendment to strike out 
the words ‘6 naturalized citizens,” and in- 
sert the word ‘4 persons.” 

On the question of agreeing to the 
amendment, a division was called, which 
resulted : Fifty-six in the affirmative, and 
thirty-four in the negative. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

CITIZEN OP THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Chairman : hs some 
tiuestion might be raised by election offi- 
cers, who are not always learned in the 
law, I propose to offer another amend- 
ment. 

To add at the end of the proviso, after 
the word “citizen,” the words “of the 
United States.” 

This will draw the distinction between 
the citizen of the United States and of the 
State of Pennsylvania. 

On the question of agreeing to the 
amendment, a division was called, result- 
ing fifty-eight in the affirmative, and sev- 
enteen in the negative. 80 the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

A SUBSTITUTE PROPOSED. 

Mr. J. W. F. WHITE. Mr. Chairman: 
I propose the following amendment, in the 
nature of a substitute, for the entire sec- 
tion. 

TO strike out all after the word “section” 
and insert: 

“ Every person possessing the following 
qualifications shall be an elector, and be 
entitled to vote at elections,. to wit : 

3Gsl. 9 male person twer;ty-one years 
of age. 

Second. He shall have been a citizen of 
the United States at least one month. 

Tilird. He shall have resided in the 
State one year, or if he has previously 
been a qualified elector of the State, 
removed therefrom and returned, six 
months immediately preceding the elcc- 
tion. 

Fourth. He shall have resided in the 
election district where he offers to vote 
two months immediately preoeding the 
election. 

337th. If twenty-two years of age or up 
wards, he shall have paid within two 
years a State or county tax, which shall 
have been assessed at least two months 
and paid at least one month before the 
election. 

Mr. J. W. F. WRITE. Mr. Chairman: 
That amendment now before the coin- . 
mittee embraces precisely the points that 
have been already passed by the commit- 
tee, nothing more, nothing less, and is 
the same as the minority report, found on 
page 225 of our Journals, with the addi- 
tion of the fifth qualification. The section, 
as reported by the committee, contain& 
no provision in reference to tax. 

The section, as reported by the commit- 
tee, contains no provision relating to tax. 
The committee has added an amendment 
to that section, somewhat similar to the 
provision in our present Coustitution, re- 
quiring the payment of a tax, and also ex- 
empting persons from the payment of that 
tax, between the ages of twenty-one and 
twenty-two. I think if we add what has 
been adopted by the committee, in the 
way of amendment td the section as re- 
ported by the committee, it will be a very 
long and coniiictingly worded section. 
The amendment I propose embraces all 
the points, I think, much more briefly 
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and much more easily understood, espe- 
cially, by election officers. 

I can conceive of but one argument in 
favor of retaining thewording as reported 
by the committee, and that is that it is 
more in accordance with the style of the 
section in our present Constitution. But 
we have added to it, and if any one will 
turn to that section in our present Consti- 
tution I think they will find it is not 
worded very clearly, and require9 to be 
read over very carefully to get at the dif- 
ferent qualifications of an elector. If we 
number them numerically, as I propose 
in this amendment, I believe it will be 
much more easily understood, and it cer- 
tainly expresses the qualifications much 
more briefly than the section as it now 
stands before the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is 
upon the amendment in the nature of a 
substitute, proposed by the gentleman 
from Allegheny (Mr. J. W. F. White.) 

Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. Chairman:‘ Be- 
fore the question is put I desire to know 
what position this thing will be in after it 
is voted in, if it be so voted. Will it be 
in order to move to amend the substitute? 

The CHAIRMAN. It the gentleman 
chooses he can move to amend after it is 
voted in. 

The question being upon the substitute 
offered by Mr. J. W. F. White, it was 
agreed to. 

Mr. DARLINGTON. I move to amend, 
by adding at the end of the section the 
following : 

dLFrovicZed, That every female citizen of 
the United States, of the age and posses- 
sing the other qualifications required of a 
male elector, shall enjoy the rights of an 
elector upon the adoption of this provi- 
sion$y theelectorsof thiscommonwealth, 
when separately submitted to them for 
bheir decision.” 

I have no desire to debate this question, 
but merely wish to state to the Conven- 
tion that 1 offer this in order that a vote 
may be taken upon it connected with the 
proposition to submit it separately to a 
vote of the people. 

The question being upon the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Darlington, it was 
rejected. 

Mr. JNO. M. BAILEY. I offer the fol- 
lowing amendment, to come in at the end 
of the section : 

“Provided, That neither paupers kept at 
public expense, nor persons decreed by 
n court of competent jurisdiction to be 
lnnatics or habitual drunkards, during 

the time-such decree may be in force, shall 
enjoy the rights of ‘an elector.” 

Mr. TEMPLE. Mr. Chairman: I desire 
it to be understood that I am opposed to 
making the payment of a tax a prerequi- 
site to the right of suffrage, but I under- 
stand that the committee have already 
adopted a clause requiring the paymen: ’ 
of a tax. This being the cask, I am in fa- 
vor of having the elector deposit his tax 
with the judge of -the election at the time 
his vote is deposited, and make the judge 
of the election responsible to the proper 
authorities for the amount of said tax. 

I have not time, Mr. Chairman, to sub- 
mit my views upon this subject at this 
late hour of the session, and will therefdre 
leave it for the committee to decide. 

Mr. M’~LLISTER. hLr. Chairman: I 
will not, as a member of this C’onvention, 
suffer such an amendment to be offered 
withoat expressing my opinion against it. 

I utterly deny the expediency, to say 
the least upon the subject, of excluding 
from the right of suffrage any man on the 
face of the earth because he is poor. I 
have known as intelligent and as good 
men as ever were born, kept at public ex- 
pense, minus a leg or minus an arm, lost, 
it may be, in the service of their country ; 
and these men became what we call “pau- 
pers.” It is now proposed to put a brand 
upon these men, simply because they are 
kept at public expense. It is one of the 
objections I have, and a serious objection, 
I hold, to imposing a taxas a prereqnisite 
to the right of suffrage. It deprives a 
man, no matter what his services to his 
country may have been, no matter what 
may be the man’s own worth-it deprives 
him of the right of suffrage. But now it 
is proposed a&ally to brand him within- 
famy, as unworthy to exercise the right of 
suffrage. 

I am ready tovote for a provision which 
will provide that a residence in a poor 
house shall not give a man the right to ex- 
ercise the right of suffrage in the immedi- 
ate district in which the poor house is sit 
uated; but if that man can go to his usual 
former residence-to the place from which 
he was sent to thb poor house-S am uir 
terly opposed lo depriving him of the 
right to exercise his suffrage Ihere. Te 
do so would be to deprive him of that 
right because of his poverty. 

. 

I rise to give this explanation, Mr. 
Chairman, for I mean to have the yeas 
and nays called upon this subject when I 
can do so, even if no other member on 
this floor votes against it. 
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Mr. COdXpAX. Mr. Chairman : On the 
questioq of the right of padpers to vote it 
spems to me that there ought to be a dis- 
tinction made, if it could be reached. The 
idea of allowing paupers, kept at public 
expense, to be marched from the county 
poor house to the polls in a body and vo- 
ted there, is altogether improper and 
wrong. That is done in some counties of 
this State, and those men are not freemen. 
They are voted under pressure, and for 
that reason they need protection from 
that very pressure that is brought to bear 
upon them. They do not really vote in 
accordance with their own sentiments un- 
der circumstances of that kind. 

I admit that if the proposition of the 
gentleman from Centro (Mr. M’Allister) 
could be reduced to form, I would favor 
it: that is to allow these paupers the right 
lo vote at their 0~77 proper residences- 
tho places where they canle from when 
they were brought to the county poor 
houses. 

Mr. M’ALLXYTER. Wouldnot the propo- 
sition that a pauper shall neither gain nor 
lose a settlement by his residence in a 
poor house, answer the purpose ? 

Mr. (:OCIIRAR. Probably it lvould. I 
am perfectly willing to vote on a proposi- 
tion of that kind. I do know that the 
kind of use which I have mentioned is 
made of the pauper rote where paupers 
are assembled in poor houses. They are 
voted in the district in which the poor 
house is located without regard to the 
place of their original residence. 

With regard to the lunatics, I %ould 
ask by what right or upon what principle 
is a lunatic enabled to exercise the right of 
suErage ? He has not the intelligence, the 
power of thought, that enables a man to 
vote intelligently. Give a luniltic the 
right of sufl’rage ! Why, sir, the minute 
he is pronounced a lunatic the presump- 
tion is that he has no lucidintervals. BC- 
fore being so pronounced the presumption 
is the other way ; but the moment lie is 
ascertained, by legal process, to be a luna- 
tic, the presumption is against intervals 
of sanity. Is it right that that class of 
persons should be taken to the polls un- 
der the conduct, or inducement, or influ- 
ence of any other person, and their ballots 
put into the ballot-box, mechanically, 
without any operation of their own intel- 
ligence being brought to bear upon the 
act ? 

I hope this proposition will be put in 
such shape as to make it right and practi- 
cabie; RO that n-e may vote upon it in 

such a way as not to put a brand up017 a 

man simply because he is poor, but allow 
him to rote, on the payment of his tax, at 
his proper place of residence, and with- 
out the pressure of official influence 
brought to bear upon him, to control his 
rote. 

Mr. JOHN&~. BAILEY. Mr. Chairman: 
It is certainly eTGdent that this commit- 
tee is getting very impatient, and I shall 
not detain it with any remarks upon this 
subject, further than to say that if the 
first class of persons proposed to be dis- 
franchised bv the amendment which I 
have offered is, in the opinion of a major- 
ity of this Convention, or a large proportion 
of them, should be retained as a portion 
of the body politic. I will have no ob- 
jection to striking out the clause referring 
to them from the amendment ; but I do 
insist that persons decreed, by a court 
of competent jurisdiction, to be lunatics 
ant1 habitual drunkards, persons who 
have been found by a commission to be 
uuflt to take e&re of their own property, 
should not participate in the control of 
your property and your pason, snd my 
property and my pemon. I am not per- 
sistent in referenco to the first part of my 
proposition, but in reference to the second, 
I am. If the first can, in the opinion of 
the members of this Convention, be put 
into better shape, so that it %vill meet the 
objections made by my friend from Cen- 
tre (Mr. M’Allistcr) and the gentleman 
from ‘k70rk, (Mr. Cochmn,) I will accept 
any modiiication of it that the gentlemen 
mav offer. Bat upon the second clause 1 
do insist upon having a provision of that 
kind in the present Constitution. 

i\f 1’. Ur'cKar,~w. fif r. Chairman : The 
question of paupers has been considered 
by the Committee on Sufliiage, and will 
again, 1 presume, be considered by it, in 
connection with some other questions of 
a cognate character. They all relate to 
the subject of residence, or may have 
such connection ; as, for instance, the 
quartering of troops in any part of the 
State, under public authority, should not 
confer residence ; so that paupers, kept in 
public places, at the county seat, or some 
ether part of the county, shall not, by 
reason of their location there, acquire a 
residence. 

I hope the committee, at present, will 
take no action upon that branch of this 
amendment. 

Mr. HEMPEIILL. Mr.Chairmnn : I hope 
the gentleman from Huntingdon (Mr. 
John 31. Bailey) will not withdraw that 
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portion of his resolution unless the fifth 
clause of this section, which provides for 
a tax qualification, is erased. 1:am opposed 
to the erasure of any portion of the 
gentleman’s resolution,for this reason : If 
we impose a tax qualification, and then 
allow paupers to vote, it amounts to this : 
That the party which has the directors of 
the poor will pay the taxes of the paupers 
and vote them. Such has been the case in 
our county, and in other counties that I 
know of, and I hope that, unless the fifth 
clause of this section IS stricken out, the 
gentleman’s amendment will stand. 

Mr. HUNSICKER. Mr. Chairman : I de- 
sire to make a single suggestion right 
here, and that is, substantially, what I 
proposed the other day to the committee, 
and I would like the committee to decide 
it: Whether the disabling clauses shall 
follow the enabling causes. Now we are 
cousidering a proposition in the shape of 
a proviso, to take away the qualifications 
of electors. Both the majority and mi- 
nority reports, which we arc considering, 
have reported sections disqualifying par- 
ties from exercising the rights of an elec, 
tor. If the committee wiil turn to page 
276 of the Journal thev will find that in 
section seven and se&on - are clauses 
which take away from parties otherwise 
ontitled to exercise them, the rights to 
participate in the election as electors ; and 
inasmuch as it is a very important ques- 
tion, and we are very nearly the hour of 
adjournment, for the purpose of giving 
the members an opportunity of oonsider- 
ing the question, I-move that the commit- 
tee do now rise, report progress and ask 
leave to sit again. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

*Mr. WRIQHT. Mr. Chairmann : I trust 
the gentleman from Huntingdon (Mr. 
John M. Bailey) will withdraw the first 
portion of that amendment. We have in 
the city of Philadelphia an institution 
known as the United States Marine’ asy- 
lum, which contains some fifty or one 
hundred or more persons at the expense 
of the United States government-men 
who have served twenty years or upwards 
in the navy of the United States. Accord- 
ing to the wording of the amendment, I 
judge those men would he consired pau- 
pers. If they are to be considered such, I 
trust that portiou of the amendmeut will 
be withdrawn, because they are men who 
have served the country, and are in every 
way qualifled and entitled to vote. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. Chairman : I move 
to strike out the first part of the proposl- 
tion relating to paupers and insert in lieu : 

“That paupers kept at the publicex: 
pense shall not gain or loose a residence 
by being removed from their domicil to 
any public institution for maintainance.” 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Chairman: I hope 
that all these amendments will be with- 
drawn, for the reason that the Committee 
on Suffrage have a section under comsidera- 
tion which provides, I think, for everv 
case that the- gentlemen ask for, and ex- 
cepts the case that the gentleman from 
Philadelphia (Mr. M’Kuight) spoke of, 
It will probably come in as a restrictive 
article, referring to all these cases, and I 
think is so worded. It will be reported 
in a few days, and the whole subject can 
be discussed as it stands. 

Mr. JNO. M. BAILEY. Mr. Chairman: 
I am entirely willing to withdraw the 
first part of the amendment which I have 
offered, and I do not think that the 
amendment to it proposed by the gentle- 
man from York, (Mr. Cochrdn,) would be 
exactly in place in this sectiou of the Con- 
stitution, and I therefore withdraw the 
first part of the amendment which I have 
offered. 

The CH~IRHAN. The Clerk will read 
the amendment as it now stands. 

The CLERIC read : 
Provided, That no person decreed by a 

court of competent jurisdiction to be lu- 
natics or habitual drunkards, during the 
time such decree shall be in force, shall 
enjoy the rights of an elector. 

Mr. COCHR.4N. I now offer my ameud- 
ment, to come in at the close of that. 

Mr. BROOXALL. I rise to a point of or- 
der. The amendment is not germain to 
the amendment to which it is offered. 

The CHAIRHAN. The Chair decides 
that it is in order. 

Mr. DARLINQTON. Mr. Chairman: I 
wish merely to state that I have very 
grave doubts of the propriety of any such 
section as excludes lunatics, decreed to 
be such by a court of competent jurisdic- 
tion. They do Not embrace the tenth part, 
perhaps, of those of weak mind or over- 
:hrown intellect that exist in this Com- 
monwealth. 

If it is right to exclude auv of those 
sho have not the useof their rational fac- 
Ilties, it is right to exclude all such. and 
>y deciding that those only who have 
leen so found by courts of competent ju- 
Gliction, wc necessarily allow all others 
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not so found, however wild and crazy 
they may be, to vote. h’ow we should 
either exclude all or none. Let it be a 
question for the election officers, subject 
to their discretion, under the sanctity of 
their oath, and let them be responsible 
for allowing a man who is a lunatic to vote, 
when he has no right to do so. 

Mr. MACCONNELL. Mr. Chairman: I 
would suggest whether it would not be 
better to accept the suggestion of the gen- 
tleman from Columbia (Mr. Buckalew.) 
The Committee on St&age has this ques- 
tion now before them, and are giving it a 
careful, conscientious and anxious con- 
sideratiou, with a view of bringing in a 
section that will be well prepared and 
well digested, and will meet all ends that 
ought to be met in regard to a question of 
this kind. We have not time now to pre- 
pare a section or provision. 

Mr. COCHRAN. So far as I am con- 
cerned, upon that suggestion, I will with- 
draw the amendment to the amendment. 

The CHAIRNAN. The question is upon 
the amendment of the gentleman from 
Huntingdon (Mr. John M. Bailey.) 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon 

the section as amended. 
Mr. HUNSICI~ER. I move that the com- 

mittee rise, report progress and ask leave 
:o sit again. 

The motion was agreed to. 

IN CONVENTION. 
Mr. LAWRENCE. Mr. President. The 

committee of the whole has had again 
under consideration the article with ref- 
erence to suflrage, and has instructed its 
chairman to report progress and ask leave 
to sit again. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. President: 
Upon this question of giving leave to the 
committee to sit again, I hope the Con- 
vention will consider a moment. We 
have now spent some two weeks up011 the 

first article relating to suErage. A great 
deal of this will have to be talked ovei 
again when it come up again upon second 
reading. I hope the Convention will not 
give the committee leave to sit again, but 

will let the matter come up in Convention 
uponsecond reading. 

Mr. KAINE. I would inquire of the 
gentlemau from Indiana (Mr. Harry 
White) whether, if the Convention re- 
fuses to give leave to the committee to 
sit again, that w-ill embrace all the provi- 
sions of this article. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Certainly. 
The PRESIDENT pro tern. The article 

will then come up in order of second 
reading, as reported from the committee. 

Mr. TURRELT~. If you do that you will 
leave it open to amendment, just the 
same as it is in committee, with the privi- 
lege of members to talk as long as they 
please. In committee they are limited 
to twenty minutes. Xow let us keep 
them there. 

Mr. WHERRY. Allow me to call the 
attention of the Convention to rule thirty- 
one : “All articles of amendments pro- 
posed to the Constitution shall receive 
three separate readings, in the Conven- 
tion, previously to their passage, the first 
of which shall be in committee of the 
whole. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Two-thirds can 
dispense with the rule, of course. 

The question being, shall the commit- 
tee have leave to sit again, it was agreed 
to. 

The question being, when shall the 
committee have leave to sit again? To- 
morrow was named and agreed upon. 

Mr. LANDIS. Mr. President: I have 
been requested, by a large number ot 
delegates, to move that the committee to 
be appointed to go to Harrisburg, to at- 
tend the funeral of ex-Governor Geary, 
be increased to eight. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT pro tena. The Chair 

has appointed the following gentlemen 
as members of the committee referred to : 

Messrs. Landis, Mantor, Pl’iles, Temple, 
John Price Wetherill, Guthrie, Addicks 
and Alricks. 

The hour of two having arrived, the 
President ~0 tern adjourned the Con- 
vention till to-morrow at eleven o’clock, 
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FORTY-SECOND DAY. 

THURBDAY, Februarg 13,1373. 
The Convention met at eleven o’clock 

a. M., Mr. Walker in the chair. 
Prayer was offered by Rev. James W. 

Curry. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 

approved. 
The PRESIDENT pro tern. Being yes- 

terday celled upon to sign some warrants 
on the State Treasurer, I declined to do 
SO until advised by note, by the Presi- 
dent, to sign. My appointments as Presi- 
dent pro tt%n. did not appear on the Jour- 
nal. It is deemed, by those with whom I 
have conferred, proper, inasmuch as I 
note the necessity of signing these war- 
rants, that the. appointments should ap- 
pear on the Journal. If that is accepta- 
ble to the House, I will hand the appoint- 
ments to the Clerk, with instructions to 
have the entries made on the Journal. 
The first appointment isof the date of the 
fourth, the second of the fifth, and the 
third of the tenth of this month. 

PROHIBITION. 

Mr. PARSONS presented a petition of 
&izens of Lycoming county, in favor of 
prohibiting the sale of intoxicating 
liquors. 

Referred to the Committee on Legisla- 
tion. 

WRITS OF ERROR. 

The PBESIDRNTP~~ tern. laid before the 
Convention a communication from the 
prothonotary of Lawrence county, which 
was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. President : I 
ask leave of absence for Mr. Dallas, dele- 
gate from Philadelphia, for a few days 
from today, on account of a death in his 
family. 

Leave was granted. 
Mr. JNO. M. BAILEY asked and obtained 

leave of absence for Mr. Hall, of Elk, 
called home by srckness in his family. 

Mr. LILLY. Mr. President : I desire to 
ask if we are not giving so much leave 
that we will not have a quorum left. 

RULE TWENTY-FIvE. 

Mr. EDWAISDS offered the following res- 
olution, which was read and laid upon 
the table, under the rule : 

Resolved, That rule twenty-five be 
amended,by striking out allafter “whole” 
and inserting the following: “No member 
shall speak more than twice on the same 
subject, or more than once until every 
member who chooses to speak shall have 
spoken.” 

SALARIES OF JUDQES. 

Mr. WORRELL offered the following 
resolution, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Judiciary be requested to consider the 
propriety of having the compensation of 
judicial officers fixed by the Constitution. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. TURRELL asked and obtained leave 
of absence for Mr. Davis for a few days. 

SESSIONS OF TEE CONVENTION. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Mr. President : I move 
that the Convention now proceed to the 
second reading of the resolution, offered 
by myself, a few days ago, in reference to 
afternoon sessions. 

The CLERK read the resolution as fol- 
lows : 

Resolved, That from and after Monday 
next the Convention will meet at ten 
o’clock A. M. and adjourn at one o’clock 
P. M., and meet at three P. M. and ad- 
journ at tive P. M. 

Upon the motion to proceed to the sec- 
ond reading of the resolution, the yeas 
and nays were required by Mr. Parsons 
and Mr. D. N. White, and were as follow, 
viz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs. Achenbach, Bailey, (Huut- 
ingdon,) Bannan, Barclay, Bartholo- 
mew, Black, Charles A., Bowman, Boyd, 
Broomall, Carter, Cronmiller, Darlington, 
De France, Edwards, Elliott, Funck, Gil- 
pin, Harvey, Hay, Hazzard, Hopkins, 
Hunsicker, Lawrence, Lilly, Long, Metz- 
ger, Mott, Parsons, Patterson, T. H. B., 
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Porter, Rooke, Russell, Simpson, Smith, 
W. H., Stewart, Struthers, Tnrrell, Walk- 
er, Wherry, White, David N., White, J. 
W. F., Woodward and Wright-44. 

NAYS. 

Messrs. Baer, Baily, (Perry,) Baker, 
Beebe, Buckalew, Cassidy, Clark, Coch- 
ran, Collins, Corbett, Craig, Curry, Cnrtin, 
Davis, Dodd, Dunning, Ewmg, Fell, Gow- 
en, Hanna, Heverin, Horton, Howard, 
Kaine, Knight, Lamberton, M’Allister, 
M’Cnlloch, Mann, Newlin, Palmer, G. W., 
Patterson, D. W., Patton,Pnrviance, Sam’1 
A., Read, John R., Reed, Andrew, Rnnk, 
Sharpe, Wetherill, J. M., White, Harry 
and Worrell-40. 

So the motion was agreed to, and the 
resolution was again read. 

ABSENT OR NOT voTrNo.-Messrs. Ad- 
dicks, Ainey, Alricks, Andrews, ,4rm- 
strong, Bardsley, Biddle, Black, J. S., 
Brodhead, Brown, Campbell, Carey, 
Church,Corson, Cuyler, Dallas, Dimmick, 
Ellis, Finney, Fnlton, Gibson, Guthrie, 
Hall, Hemphill, Landis, Lear, Littleton, 
McCamant, M’Clean, MacConnell, M’Mur- 
ray, Mac Veagh, Mantor, Minor, Niles, 
Palmer, H. W., Pughe, Pnrman, Pnrvi- 
ante, John N., Reynolds, James L., Rey- 
nolds, S. H., Ross, Smith, H. G., Smith, 
Henry W., Stanton, Temple, Van Reed, 
Wetherill, Jno. Price and Meredith, Presi- 
dent-49. 

The PRESIDENT pro te?n. The question 
is upon the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. WOODWARD. Mr. President: I 
move to amend, by striking out “one” and 
inserting rctwo,rr and striking out the bal- 
ance of the resolution. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT pl'o tern. The resoln- 

tion as amended will be read. 

The CLERK read : 
Resolved, That on and after Monday 

next the Convention will meet at ten -4. 
M. and adjourn at two P. M. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President: I move to 
take from the table and proceed to the 
second reading of the resolution orered by 
me yesterday, in relation to the alteration 
of rule twenty-five. 

The resolution was read, as follows : 
Resolved, That rule twenty-five be al- 

tered, by striking out the words “oftener 
than twice,” and inserting in lieu thereof 
the words “but once.” 

b The question being, shall the Conven- 
tion proceed to the second reading and con- 
sideration of the resolution, it was agreed 
to. 

So the resolution was again read. 
Mr. LILLY. I move to amend, by insert- 

the words “without leave.” 
Mr. HA~ZARD. I move to amend the 

amendment, by striking out all after the 
word L1resolved,” and inserting as fol- 
lows : 

*‘That no member shall speak but once 
until all have spoken that wish to speak, 
only twenty minutes at one time : Provi- 
ded, This rule shall not apply to the chair- 
man of committees, on presenting a bill.” 

The PRESIDENT pro tern. Theamend- 
ment to the amendment is before the 
Convention. 

Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. President : I de- 
sire to call the attention of the Conven- 
tion to what I remarked yesterday, about 
the necessity of limiting debate in par- 
ticular matters and at particular times, 
rather than of limiting it upon all sub- 
jects and at times. The Convention 
should have power by a simple resolution 
and without the necessity of letting it lie 
over a day to limit the debate or prevent 
it upon any particular matter that is in 
committee of the whole. I would pro- 
pose, therefore, that an alteration that 
should be mado in rule twenty-five, is 
this :- 

The PRESIDENT~~O tern. There is now 
pending an amendment to the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. BROOXALI,. I knowthereis,and 1 
am suggesting what it would be well to 
do in the event of its being voted down. 
Add to rule twenty-five : “But the Con- 
vention may, at any time, by resolution, 
limit debate in the committee of the 
whole.” That would give us all the pow- 
er we would want for the limiting of de- 
bate without the necessity of a resolution 
lying over a day. It is an alteration of 
the rule that I want. We cannot limit 
debate in committee of the whole further 
than is allowed by rule twenty-five with- 
out the proposition lying over a day. 
What we want is to have power to limit 
the debate upon any pending question to 
five minutes or to two minutes if we de- 
sire to do so in committee of the whole ; 
and WC will deed that power at different 
times. We may, perhaps, sometimes 
want to abolish debate altogether. 

I will ask the Chair, as there seems to 
be a difference of opinion as to whether a 
resolution to limit debate can be passed 

. 
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without lying over one day, as the rule 
now Stands. 

The PRESIDENT pro tern. The present 
resolution has laid over oue day, but it is 
not susceptible of the amendment the 
gentleman proposes. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I grant that; but I 
ask whether I am right when I say that 
we have no power to limit debate in com- 
mittee of the whole by simple resolution 
unless that resolution lies over one day ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tent. The Chair de- 
cides that the Convention has no power to 
limit debate, unless the resolution calling 
for the limitation lies over one dzy. 

Mr. WOODWARD. The Chair decided 
the other way the other day. 

The PRESIDENT pro tern. The Chair 
doesnot remember thzt the question arose 
before. 

Mr. BROOMALL. The question was not 
raised. I trust this resolution will be vo- 
ted down, and that we will secure the 
right to limit debate from time to time as 
action arises. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President : I would call 
the attention of members to this fact, that 
if we pass this resolution any amend- 
ments offered will come up in the Con- 
vention after having been dismissed in 
Committee of the whole, and Speaking 
can be again had twice by each member, 
so that members may speak four or five 
times on the same subject. Now, I sub- 
mit, that although there are members 
here who are overflowing with informa- 
tion on every subject, yet if they will en- 
deavor to confine themsalves to the point 
can certainly express themselves in five 
speeches so that we czn understand them ; 
and in committee of the whole, at least, 
by passing this resolution, we hope here- 
after to be electrified by some eloquent 
Bashes of silence from some gentlemen 
who have occupied considerable of the 
time of this body. 

Mr. JOEN R. READ. Mr. President : I 
move the postponement of the further 
consideration of this subject for the pres 
ent. 

The question being upon the motion of 
Mr. John R. Read, it was rejected. 

Mr. WHERRY. Mr. President : I would 
call the attention of the gentleman from 
Delaware (Mr. Broomall) to the twenty- 
first rule, where he will find that every 
resolution to alter the rules of this Con- 
vention shall lie on the table one dzy. 
Rule twenty-nve expressly states that a 
delegate mzy speak oftener than twice 
upon the same subject in committee of 

the whole. I apprehend, therefore, that a 
resolution to amend rule twenty-five must 
lie on the table one day. I would further 
call attention to the fact that rule forty 
states that no rule shall be altered or dis- 
penaed with but by two-thirds of the dele- 
gates present. 

The question being upon the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Hazsard, it was re- 
jected. 

The question then recurring on the 
amendment oEered by Mr. Lilly, it was 
rejected. 

Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. President : I would 
now inquire whether I am in order in 
proposing a substitute for the proposed 
change in rule twenty-five, that we should 
add at the end of the rule the words: 
“But the Convention may, at any time, 
by resolution, limit debate in committee 
of the whole on any question pending.” 

The PRESIDENT pro tern. That is not an 
amendment before the Convention, but 
an amendment to one of the rules, which ’ 
will hzve to lie over. If the Chair de- 
cided differently a moment since, it was 
from not understanding the question pre- 
sented. 

Mr. DARLINC*TON. I move that the 
whole matter be laid over until to-mor- 
row. 

The question being upon the motion of 
Mr. Darlington, it was rejected. 

The PRESIDENTprO tern. The question 
now is upon the resolution offered by th(J 
gentleman from Venango (Mr. Dodd.) 

The resolution was read, as follows : 
Resolved, That rule twecty-five be al- 

tered, by striking out the words “oftener 
than twice,” and inserting in lieu thereof 
the words “but once.” 

Mr. BUCXALEW. Mr. President: 1 
move to amend, by altering the rule to 
read, “not more than twice.” ,4t pre- 
sent, under the rule, a member may 
speak, I suppose, an indefinite number 
of times in committee of the whole. The 
amendment proposed by me will limit 
him to speaking twice only. My idea is 
that the bulk of our debates will be in 
committee of the whole. Now it is very 
unsatisfactory to gentlemen to wait for the 
second or third reading for full speeches 
on their amendments ; if debating on anv 
point is repeated the Convention becomeS 
impatient. Therefore, while we should 
put a check upon excessive debate, we 
should permit each member to speak 
twice in committee upon the same sub- 
ject. Then on second reading there need 
be but little debate, except upon ques- 
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Cons of’ prime magnitude, of the first 
consequence. In committee of the whole, 
after a member has expressed his views 
upon a certain question, other members 
will express, perhaps, contrary views, 
and the Erst speaker should have an op- 
portunity to reply. I am strongly of 
opinion that we cannot carry on our de- 
hates satisfactorily unless gentlemen are 
permitted to speak a second time in oom- 
mittee. 

M~.MACCONNELL. I desire to call the 
attention of the Convention torule number 
ten, which reads as follows : “No dele- 
gate shall speak more than twice to the 
same question without leave or the Con- 
vention.” Rule twenty-five says : “The. 
rules and proceedings observed in the 
Convention shall be observed, as far as 
they are applicable, in committee of the 
whole, except that a delegate may speak 
oftener than twice on the suject, nor can 
a motion for the previous question be 
made therein.” 

The question being takenon the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Buckalew, of Co- 
lumbia, a division was called, and the 
amendment was agreed to, a majority of 
a quorum voting in the affirmative. 

Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. President: I de- 
sire to further amend the resolution, by 
adding at the end, as it now stands, the 
words is and the Convention may, at any 
time, by resolution, limit or abolish de- 
bate upon questions pending in commit- 
tee of the whole.” I think the Conven- 
tion should have the power at all times to 
limit or abolish debate upon anyques- 
tion. I hope, therefore, the Convention 
will see the necessity of adopting this 
amendment. 

The PREDIUENT pro tem. The question 
is on the amendment of the gentleman 
from Belaware (Mr. Broomall.) 

Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. President: I am 
requested by a number of delegates to 
modify the amendment, by striking out 
the word “abolish.” 

The PRESIDENT pro lem. The amend- 
ment will be so moditied. 

Mr. WHERRY. Mr. President: I rise 
to a point of order. This resolution can 
not now come before the Convention and 
be discussed, because it isvirtually a new 
rule, and under the rules of the Conven- 
tion it must lie on the table for one day. 

The PRESIDENT pro tern. The Chair 
understands that the original resolution 
presented yesterday contemplated an 
amendment to the rules of the Conven- 
tion. This resolution has been before the 

Convention to-day, and it has been amend- 
ed in its several parts. The ampndment 
now pending is to still further amend th8 
rule of the Convention in reference to 
debate. 

Mr. WHERRY. I raise the point of or- 
der that this amendment is not germain 
to the original resolution. 

The PRESIDENT pro&m. The Chair can 
not sustain the point of order. 

Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. President : I only’ 
desire to say in this connection that un- 
less we secure to ourselves the power of 
Iimititing debate, we shall find the 
amendment, which has been adopted,will 
be of very little practicable use, because 
by the time every member has spoken 
twenty minutes, and that too, twice, I 
suppose a year will run out before we get 
out of committee of the whole upon this 
article under discussion. I have seen 
this practice, which is proposed to be 
adopted here, tried with excellent re- 
sults. If the amendment is adopted the 
Convention will retain the power of 
limiting debate to five minutes, or even 
one minute, but if this povier is not se- 
cured, the centennial will occur before the 
Convention finishes the report of the Com- 
mittee on Suffrage and Election. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. President : I 
have no intention of prolonging the dis- 
cussion of this subject. I understand the 
Chair decides that a majority of the com- 
mittee of the whole cannot, at any time, 
by resolution, limit the length of the 
speeeches and the number of them. I 
know this is the experience of every par- 
liamentary body I have ever seen, and I 
believe it is the parliamentary experiencn 
of every member upon this floor. 

The question being taken on the amend- 
ment, a division was called; and the 
amendment was agreed to, a majority of 
a quorum having voted in the at&ma- 
tive. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is now 
on the resolution as amended. 

The question was then taken on the 
resolutitm, and the resolution was agreed 
to. 

IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 

The Convention then resolved itself 
into committee of the whole, Mr. Law- 
rence in the chair, and proceeded to the 
further consideration of the article re- 
ported by the Committee on SufIi-age, 
Election and Representation. 

'QUALIFICATION OF RLEcTORs. 
The CHAIRMAN. The committee of the 

whole has again under consideration the 
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article reported by %he Committee on 
Suffrage, Election and Representation. 

The question is now upon the first BBC- 
tion as amended. 

Mr. WHERRY. I ask for the reading of 
the section. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will wad 
the section. 

The CLERK read as follows : 
SECTION 1. Every person possessing the 

following qualifications shall be an elec- 
tor, and be entitled to vote at all elections, 
viz : 

first. A male person twenty-one years 
of age. 

Second. He shall have been a citizen of 
the United States at least one month. 

Third. He shall have resided in the 
State one year, or, if he had previously 
been a qualified elector of the State, re- 
moved therefrom and returned six months 
immediately preceeding the election. 

Pmrth. He shall have resided in the 
election district where he offers to vote 
two months immediately preceeding the 
election. 

Bkjth. If twenty-two years of age, or up- 
wards, he shall have paid, within two 
years, a State or county tax which had 
been assessed at least two months, and 
paid at lea& one month before the elec- 
tion. 

Mr. WHERRY. Mr. Chairman : I move 
to strike out the words “shall be an elec- 
tor,” in order that the section may be di- 
vested of its tautology. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Chairman : I rise to a 
point of order. The committee of the 
whole having inserted these words as an 
amendment to the section, they cannot 
n6w be stricken out. 

Mr. WHERRY. Mr. Chairman : Did not 
the chairman yesterday decide that this 
section, as an amendment, as amended, 
was capable of being amended? 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order of 
the gentleman from Potter is well taken. 
You cannot strike out of a section what 
you have just inserted. You may add. 

Mr. WHERRY. Mr. Chairman: The 
gentleman from Delaware (Mr. Broomall) 
yesterday put this question to the Chair- 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Chairman: I under- 
stand the Chair decided then that you 
might modify a section so amended by 
adding words to it. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is what the Chair 
was going to say. A modification of a 
section must be made by addition at the 
end. It cannot now be made in this sec. 

tion by striking out what has been voted 
in. 

Mr. WHERRY. Mr. Chairman: Then 
I move to re-consider the vote by which 
the section was adopted, in order that my 
amendment can be presented in order. 

Mr. CORBETT. Mr. Chairman: I call 
for the reading of the amendment of the 
gentleman from Cumberland (Mr. Wher- 
ry.) 

The CLERK. To strike out the words 
‘1 to be an elector.” 

The section will then read : 
Every person possessing the following 

qualifications shall be entitled to vote at 
all elections. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would sug- 
gest that the gentleman from Cumber- 
land can insert his amendment by com- 
mon consent, if he will withdraw his mo- 
tion to re-consider. 

Mr. WHERRY. Mr. Chairman : I with- 
draw the motion to re-consider, and ask 
unanimous leave to off’er my amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Shall the gentleman 
have unanimous consent ? 

Mr. J. W. F. WHITE. Mr. Chairman : 
I prefer the language as it at present 
stands in the section. As it is, it is a defi- 
nitiouof an elector. It defines speciflcaljy 
the word elector, and then adds what he 
shall be entitled to do-to vote at all elec- 
tions. I decidedly prefer the language of 
the proviso. I object to the acceptance of 
the amendment of the gentleman from 
Cumberland. 

The CHAIRMAX. Objection is made, 
and the amendment of the gentleman 
from Cumberland cannot be entertained. 

Mr. HUNSICKER. Mr. Chairman : I of- 
fer the following amendment- 

Mr. Jos. BAILY. Mr. Chairman : I de- 
sire to say a word in reference to the con- 
dition of our Journals. We have em- 
ployed ten pages, but the Journal is not 
laid on the tables of members, orif solaid 
is not kept up to date. There is now one 
little boy distributing Journals ; where 
are the other nine ? 

The CHAIRMAN. That is a subject which 
cannot be brought up in committee of the 
whole. The amendment offered yester- 
day by the gentleman from Allegheny 
(Mr. J. W. F. White) is to be found on 
the Journal, page 275. 

Mr. Jos. BAILY. Mr. Chairman: The 
Journals on our tables do not contain page 
275. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of 
the gentleman from Montgomery (Mr. 
Hunsicker) will’be read. 
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The CLERK. To amend, by adding at 
the end of the section the following pro- 
viso : 

“Provided, That no person who shall 
have given or offered to give, received or 
agreed to receive, directly or indirectly, 
any money or other valuable thing, for 
the purpose of corruptly influencing the 
vote of an elector, or shall have made 
any bet or wager, or shall be interested 
in any bet or wager on the election or de- 
feat of any candidate, or the result of any 
election, shall vote at such election : B-o- 
vicled however. If any elector be challeng- 
ed for such cause, his vote may be re- 
ceived on his taking an oath or atirma- 
tion that the matter of such challenge is 
not true. 

“Bad provided further, That every per- 
son who shall hereafter be convicted, in 
any court of this State, of treason, bribery 
or perjury, or shall be convicted of frand- 
ulently voting, or interfering with the 
ballots or retulns of any election, or of 
making any false and fraudulent count 
or return of the votes at any election, 
shall be deprived of the right of suffrage : 
Provtded however, That the right may be 
restored in any particular case, after con- 
viction, by an act of the Legislature, two- 
thirds of each House consenting thereto.” 

Mr. Wn~nnv. Mr. Chairman: I rise 
to 3 point of order. This amendment 
ought to come in as a separate section al- 
together, and not as a part of this section, 
to which it does not belong. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committoe must 
tletermine that for themselves by their 
vote. 

;\lr. WIIERRY. hfr. Chairman: ‘shell 1 
raise the point of order that the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from Montgomery 
cannot be introduced at this place without 
a motion of postponemen$ first having 
pa&qed. 

‘Ihe CHAIRXAN. The Chair decides that 
the amendment is legitimate. 

,\lr. IIu:~sIcl;En. Nr. ClLairman : If I 
were capable of eloquent flashes of silence 
I should prefer to keep quiet, but as it is 
impossible for this Convention to transact 
its business without the use of the voice, 
I shall, at the risk of being tedious, give 
the reasons why I offer this amendment, 
confining myself, however, within the 
time allotted. It would be in vain to de- 
fine the qualificntions of electors, such as 
we defined them to be yesterday, unless 
we put a provision in the law which shall 
provide against the fraudulent us8 of the 

privileges conferred, and which are guar- 
anteed by the organic law. 

Mr. BEEBE. Mr. Chairman : May I in- 
terrupt the gentleman from Montgomery 
to ask where his amendment may be 
found on the Journal? 

Mr.Huxxc~nn. Mr. Chairman : Sub- 
stantially it will be found on peg8 2iG of 
the Journal. I have made kome altera- 
tlon, in the closing line, but when I come 
to that 1 will explain. 
_ I take it, sir, that we are all animated 

with the single purpose of preserving the 
purity of the ballot-box, and the speeches 
which were made yesterday were all di- 
rected to that end. Kow the question 
arises first in the consideration of the 
amendment which I offered as to whether 
this is properly part of the organic law, or 
whether it belongs to legislation. I main- 
tain, notwithstanding some gentlemen 
upon this floor, for whose opinions I have 
the greatest respect, and with whom I 
differ r&uctantl;r, believe the contrary, 
that if we incorporate into the organic law 
certain provisions declaring that such and 
such persons shall be electors and be en- 
titled to vote, that it is not in the power 
of the Legislature to declare that they 
shall, for any offence, be deprived of the 
rights of electors. Nor is it legislation for 
us to declare in the organic law how a 
man shall lose his right of suffrage, be- 
cause if you intend to secure every ave- 
nue of approach to the ballot box against 
the intrusion of him who would pollute 
it, you must put into the organiclaw such 
a penalty against such a wrong door as 
will make it his interest to be honest. 

Sow whore does it properly belong? 
Some gentlemen say, “Oh, withdraw it, 
it belongs in a subsequent section.” I 
say no ! I do insist and maintain that it 
belongs right here as a proviso to this sec- 
tion; that by every principle of legisla- - 
tion, when there is a general law passed 
and there is to be an exception to it, it is 
excepted by a proviso at the end. Hare 
you declare in this section that such and 
such persons shall be entitled to vote at 
all elections, and then insert a clause 
withcut saying in the main clause, “ex- 
cept as hereinafter excepted,” or “sl:b- 
ject to the iimitations hereinafter con- 
tained;” in fact, without one saving clause 
in the first section, you declare, in subsr- 
quent sections, that for such and such of- 
fences they shall not vote. 

Let gentlemen consider that the first 
persons who are to construe the work of 
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this Convention, after it shall be adopted 
by the people, are the various election 
boards throughout this Commonwealth. 
Why not put our Constitution in lan- 
guage so plain that “a wayfaring man, 
though a fool,” may read and under- 
stand? Why should we make our work 
so ambiguous and so uncertain as to re- 
quire a judicial construction before we 
know what it means? This amendment 
belongs right here, because we are con- 
sidering now the qualifications of electors. 
We are establishing the first foundations 
for the purpose of guarding the ballot- 
box against the intruder who would pol- 
lnte it. 

In the Ianwage of the gentleman from 
Franklin, (Mr. Sharpe,) yesterday, we 
desire to make the ballot-box the mirror 
of the public will. These provisos will 
accomplish much in that direction. 

I do not claim the authorship of these 
provisions ; they belong to the gentleman 
from Allegheny, (Mr. J. W. F. White,) 
who presented the minority report ; they 
are not crude ; they are not ill digested ; 
they are not ill considered. 

I have added an amendment, by strik- 
ing out that portion of his report which 
prohibited the Legislature from restoring 
to the elector the right he had forfeited 
until five years had elnpsed after his 
conviction. 

I have put in its stead, that “every per- 
son convicted in any of our courts may 
be pardoned by the consent of the Legis- 
lature, two-thirds of each House concur- 
ring.” It will be found that, if these 
provisions are to be adopted, they may 
as well be considered now and here as 
hereafter. They should be incorporated 
in the first section, now under considera- 
tion, to complete it ; and thus it will be- 
come a concise and compact declaration 
of the election laws of this Common- 
wealth, requiring little or no legislation 
to enforce them. 

Mr. WHERRP. Mr. Chairman : I have 
no speech to make on this subject. I 
only express the hope that the committee 
will quietly vote down the proposition of 
the gentleman in the place in which he 
has introduced it. It is, in this section, 
only adding confusion to confusion, con- 
founding the election qualifications with 
election disqualifications. Let us settle 
one question first, then take up the other. 

The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. RUSSELL. Mr. Chairman : I move 

to amend, as follows : 

By inserting in the third paragraph, 
between the words “elector ” and “of 
the.” the following : 

“‘But a native-born male citizen, if 
otherwise qualified.” 

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Chairman : Will the 
Clerk please read the connection? 

The CLERH. It wouldread,asamended : 
‘1 If he had previously been a qualified 
elector, or a native-born male citizen, if 
otherwise qualified, of the State.” 

Mr. RUSSELL. Mr. Chairman : The ob- 
ject of that amendment is this: Why 
should your son, who leaves the State at 
eighteen, nineteen or twenty years of 
age, be compelled to reside one year in 
the State, if he returns at the age of 
tu-enty-two, twenty-three, twenty-four or 
twenty-five, before he can become an 
elector? He should be permitted to vote 
after he has resided in the State six 
months after his return. Unless he is a 
qualified elector when he leaves the 
State he cannot vote when he returns to 
the State until he has remained here one 
year. If he is a qualified elector, he can 
return to the State and vote in six mouths, 
but not being a qualified elector when he 
left the State, he is required to remain in 
the State one year if he desires the right 
to vote. This is so plain a proposition 
that, I think, If members will reflect 
upon it they will unanimously vote for it. 

MI.‘DARLINGITOX. 1Mr. Chairman : This 
provision is substantially that of the pre- 
sent Constitution, and I have never heard 
of any difficulty in the construction of it. 
The young man who should have left the 
State before he arrived at the age of twen- 
ty-one has always, in our region, been lib- 
erally construed to be a rotable citizen ot 
this Stato, so that when he returned, only 
six months’ residence was necessary to 
entitle him to vote. As me always con- 
strue the election law and the Coristitu- 
tiou in favor of the right to vote there has 
never been any difficulty. 

The question being taken upon the 
amendment, it was not agreed to. 

The CHAntnuN. The Clerk will now 
read the section as amended. 

The CLERK read : 
SECTION 1. Every person possessing the 

following qualifications shall be au elec- 
tor, and he entitled to vote at all elections, 
viz : 

1. A male person twenty-one years of 
age. 

2. He shall have been a citizen of the 
United States at least one month. 
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3. He shall have resided in the State 
one year, or if he had previously been a 
qualified elector of the State, removed 
therefrom and returned six months im- 
mediately preceding the election. 

4. He shall have resided in the election 
district where he offers to vote two months 
immediately preceding the election. 

5. If twenty-two yearsof age or upwards 
he shall have paid, within two years, a 
State or county tax, which had been as- 
sessed at least two months and paid at 
least one month before the election. 

The first section as amended was agreed 
to. 

The CLERK read the second section, as 
follows : 

SECTION 2. All elections of the citizens 
shall be by ballot ; the ballots voted may 
be open or secret, as the elector shall pre- 
fer, and they shill be numbered by the 
election officers when received ; each elec, 
tor shall write his name upon his ballot, 
or cause it to be written thereon, and at- 
tested for him by another elector of the 
district, who shall not be an election offl- 
cer. 

Mr. WHERRY. Mr. Chairman : I offer 
the following substitute. 

The CLERK read : 
“Strike out the section, and insert : ‘In 

all elections by the people the electors 
shall vote by ballot, in a manner pre- 
scribed by law.’ ” 

Mr. BAER. Xr. Chairman : I move to 
amend, by striking out all after the word 
L‘prefer,“in thesecond line, and inserting : 
“There shall be a separate ballot for each 
office to be filled, and it shall have written 
or printed upon it the name of the office 
and the name or names of the candidates 
for the office for whom the elector may 
vote, and nothing else.” 

Mr. Chairman, I am entirely opposed to 
the amendment proposed by the gentle- 
man from Cumberland, (Mr. Wherry,) as 
well as to the original section. The sec- 
tion, it seems, has been prepared with a 
view of guarding the elective franchise 
and purifying the elections. To my mind 
it seems that this Convention would do 
far better to provide for a purification of 
the people in a different way, than by 
striking at one of their dearest rights. 
The proposition pretends to afford to the 
elector a secret ballot, while, at the same 
time, it gives him the opportunity of an 
optional open ticket. It gives him the 
privilege of voting either way, but, to my 
mind, it does not give him enough of 
either. If the committee meant to give 

us an open ballot, why not at once pro- 
vide for viva vote voting? If, on the other 
hand,they meant tosecure the secret ballot 
why do they add a tail to the proposition 
which makes secrecy utterly impossible ? 
Did they mean to inflict this monstqs 
injustice upon all the people of this State, 
because of the high tribute for political 
integrity paid to the people by the gentle- 
men from this city, or is it an infliction in 
consequence of the acknowledged enor- 
mous election frauds of the city of Phila- 
delphia? Let us see whether this is just. 
I have no doubt this modern wonder 
takes its rise in the corruption of city poli- 
tics, and the facility with which frauds 
are perpetrated in city elections, as so elo- 
quently portrayed in this Convention by 
members from the city, who, in announ- 
cing the fact, astonished us by saying that 
soven-eighths of the peopleof the city per- 
mit one-eighth to rule them with a rod ol 
iron. Now, I ask you, by what right all 
the people of the State shall be made to 
suffer for the special political sins of the 
city of Philadelphia? Is it in accordance 
with the principles of this government 
that sovereiguty is inherent in the people, 
that seven-eighths of the people of Phila- 
delphia, comprising its noblest, best and 
purest men, should permit one-eighth of 
their “fellows” to mould their municipal 
laws for them, nominate and elect bad 
men at pleasure, bind them hand and foot 
and load them with heavy burdens ? 

Is it right that this vast majority should 
permit themselves to be tied hand and 
toot, should permit a yoke to be placed 
upon them, and when it begins to gall 
their necks, and forces them to cry for 
help, that we should come to the rescue, 
lighten their burdens, and distribute 
them upon the necks of the people of this 
whole State? For one, I say no. If the 
high privilegesof seven-eighthsof the citi- 
zens of this State arc not worth making a 
decent effort to rally all good men of all 
parties, and unite upon good men at elec- 
tions, whereby they could as certainly 
and as easily hurl rogues, thieves and 
plunderers from power as they can con- 
vene: in social gatherings, and discuss 
and talk over thedemoralizations of their 
city, then, I say, let them bear the yoke. 
-4 people who can be free and will not 
are not deserving of any special pity a: 
the hands of this Convention. “Eternal 
vigilance is the price of liberty,” and 
they who will sleep upon their rights 
cannot complain much if they lose them. 
Whenever, therefore, seven-eighthsof any 
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population will permit theother eighth to without a tithe of the fraud and corrup- 
bray them in a mortar, it must be because tion that you now find, and that men sl- 
of some latent malady preying upon their ways were elected who were qualified to 
own vitals, which is as dangerous to the fill the offices to which they were chosen. 
public welfare as the open sins of the The ballot, as then used, was the expres- 
other one-eighth ; and I assert that when sion of the will of the people. Partisanism 
these seven-eighths stand by and permit could not then compel men to vote for 
their cit.y to be thus m&ruled, they are rogues, simply bemuse they bad been 
as responsible as the one-eighth who placed in nomination by their party. Ev- 
Yeem to carry it into effect. ery freeman then felt that he indeed was 

But let us come to the question raised a sovereign, and that his will, freely ex- 
by this proposition. I assert if anything pressed, was as potentas that of any of his 
has been well tried in this State, and fellows in determining what measures 
found to be well adapted to the general should be adopted and what men should 
warfare of all the people, it is the secret rule. How is it now? The more promi- 
ballot. nent politicians of a district provide the 

It enables the poor man to vote for such machinery of party nominations, present 
men and such measures as to his mind the candidates suited well for some spe- 
and judgment tend to his own welfare, cial purpose, not always consonant with 
and the welfare of the people of the State, the general weal. Often, in fact, they 
without incurring the 111 will of his more present men who are honest, with a view, 
opulent neighbor, upon whom for many simply, of throwing dust into the eyes 
things he may be directly or indirectly Of the honest masses, and to enable, them 
dependent, aud without whose good will more effectually in the future to present 
the employment upon which his daily their own tools for the next ten years, 
bread depends may be taken from him. and thus we rarely get one honest term 

It enables the debtor to vote for such OUt Of tell. Both parties in this way make 
men and such measures as his own un- their nominations, and men are expected 
biased and independent judgment ap- when they go to vote not to stop and in- 
prove, without, to his personal and nnan- qUire, is the candidate honest and capa- 
cial detriment, ogending his creditor. ble ; is he worthy, but only is he a person 

It enables the honest, sincere and con- who always and invariably votes the tick- 
Mentious freeman to vote his own senti- et, and the whole ticket of the party ? If 
rnentsunawed by the powerof localpoliti- he is found to be such a person, all are ex- 
<:a1 parties, but above all it enables the P eoted to vote for him who entertain the 
freeman to exercise the right of sutIrage views of the party upon great fundamen- 
in the only sense in which it was ever in- tal political questions, though he should 
tended to be used, in the only sense in be ever so great a rogue, and though the 
which it can, by any possibility, have any office to which he is elected can have 
virtue, namely: That whereby the act nothing whatever to do with any question 
becomes the free anduntrammelled judg- in municipal, State or national policy. 
rnent of his own mind, and not in any Is it the sense of this Convention to pro- 
YerIse the mere expression of the will of vide for a purification of the ballot? Then 
another man or of a political party. let them provide for a. purification of the 

Adopt this terrible heresy and what election, by making it possible for free- 
will be the result? Good men of all par- men to vote in such a way as that they 
ties will refrain from voting, as they have shall express their own will, untram- 
for three years in this city of Philadel- melled by party power, withcut fear or 
phi%; very many others, equally good, favor from any source whatever, and in 
perhaps, will take the ticket which their such a way that the right hand shall not 
party presents, close their eyes to the know what the left hand does. 
character and the qualifications of the This you can best do, I assert, by means 
clandidate, and, in common parlance, “go of the secret ballot, which shall have upon 
it blind.” it the nameonly of the candidate for whom 

Sir, the great crying political siu of the YOU may vote. This has been rendered 
day has its very root in the manner of entirely impossible by the manner in 
casting the ballot. Who does not know which the ballot has been prepared in 
that in the golden days of the Common- theso latter days. 
wealth, when elections were free, and The ballot, as now prepared, is the one- 
when the ballot was both secret and sin- slip ballot, and it is so gotten up that there 
gle, that exciting campaigns were carried shall not be margin enough upon it by 
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which you caninsert any other name,ifyou 
should desire to do so, than those that are 
already ou-even if among those you find 
the name of a notorious rascal. You may 
possibly scratch a name off, but you 
can not, by any possibility insert another, 
tither by pasting or writing, and you are 
therefore compelled, against your will, to 
vote for some villain, or at any rate to 
give him half a vote, by simply scratching 
out his name, and not voting for his com- 
petitor. So thoroughly do political mana- 
gers understand their trade that, not con- 
tent with this, after having provided for 
this one-slip ballot on which the nominees 
of a party are placed-some of them doubt- 
less good men, some certainly rascals-the 
good men intended to carry the rascals 
through, that on the eve of an election 
flaming hand-bills are gotten up and 
posted upon all the tl ees at the cross-roads 
and on all the school houses in the county, 
calling upon the people to beware of elec- 
tion frauds, of bogus and fraudulent tick- 
ets, but, above all, to keep an eye on the 
meu who, on election day, will scratch 
their tickets. 

The result is that the best of men, when 
they come toan election, are deterred from 
voting their sentiments, for fear they 
should be detected by the party managers. 

They take the ticket and vote it blindly, 
not thereby expressing their will, but on 
the contrary witholding their best judg- 
meut from the government of the State- 
a judgment to which the Stat,e is entitled, 
aud voting instead the sentiments of the 
party managers. 

This can only be corrected by a resort to 
first principles-by making it competent 
for a voter to select his ticket, without re- 
gard to the party. This course is, in my 
opinion, the only hope for the salvation of 
this State, and the only hope for the puri- 
fication of the ballot. 

I will go as far as any man, and concede 
that in elections for national candidates 
and the decision of national questions, it 
may be quite meritorious for a man to vote 
the full ticket of his party, as a full and 
free expression of political opinion, when 
the candidates are honest, capable and 
worthy men. Rut I utterly deny that 
there can be any merit invoting the ticket 
of any political party, in connection with 
the ordinary affairs of towns, countiesand 
cities, or in any case where bad men have 
beeu placed upon the ticket ; and I assert 
that if this great ship of State should ever 
become a wreck it will be in the storm of 
partisanism. 

Then, sir, would you preserve the State 
and hand it down to posterity, having 
fnunciated the doctrine that all sover- 
eignty is inherent in the people ? Go far- 
ther and also assert it can only be done 
by securing a free and untrammelled ex- 
pression of the will of the people without 
fear or favor from any source whatever. 
And the people, who are now despairing 
and complaining that they cannot, with- 
out fear or favor, express their scnti- 
merits, will rise in their might and think 
and vote for themselves. They will hurl 
these rogues and villains from power and 
fill their places with honest men, who , 
will value and preserve the fair fame of 
this Commonwealth for ages to come. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. BROWALL. I move to extend the 

time, so that the gentleman (Mr. Baer) 
may finish his remarks. 

The question being upon the motion of 
Mr. Broomall, it was agreed to. 

Mr. BAER. Mr. Chairman : I thank the 
Convention for the courtesy it hasextend- 
ed to me, but as I wish to live up to the 
rules, I will not occupy the time of the 
Convention any farther at present. 

Mr. ELLIOTT. Mr. Chairman: As a 
member of the Committee on SufFrage, 
Election and Representation I desire to 
state, briefly, my reasons for opposing 
this section of the report of that commit- 
tee, in its present form, and why I shall 
vote for the amendment first oEered or 
one substantially like it. 

Inmy judgment there is no principle 
involved in elections by the people, which 
meets with such general approval from 
the thinking men of to-day, none which 
has betn for so long a time a part of the 
organic law of nearly every State in the 
Union, aud none, the propriety of the con- 
tinuance of which in the Constitution of’ 
thisstate is so well justified by reason and 
experience, as the principle that all elec- 
tions by the people shoulcl be by secret 
ballot. 

The practice of voting by sccrct ballot 
has become so general throughout the 
country that it would have been singular 
indeed if a committee of this Couveution 
had reported against the propriety of con- 
tinuing the practice in this State. The 
committee cda not well ignore a policy 
that has prevailed for so long a time that 
it has almost become the common law of 
elections in representative governments. 
The committee by their report, in the sec- 
tion under consideration, recognize the 
propriety of permitting the elector to vote 
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hy secret ballot, and provide that “all 
elections of the citizensshall be by ballot ; 
the ballots voted may be open or secret, 
as the elector shall prefer.” I most heart- 
ily approve of the section thus far, but the 
committee have thought proper tolmpose 
requirements on the elector, which, in 
my judgment, absolutely and entirely de- 
stroy the secrecy of the ballot. 

In the first place they require that the 
elector shall write his name on eao h bal- 
lot that he offers, provided that he can 
write hisname, and if he cannot, that he 
shall procure some other elector of his 
election district to write his name on his 
ballot for him, thus compelling him to 
place the mark of identification on his 
ballot, which will enable the officers of 
the election board to ascertain for whom 
he voted by an inspection of the ticket. 
It would seem that this requirement 
ought to be sufficient to satisfy the most 
zealous advocate of the open ballot, but 
iu addition to this, this section of the re- 
port provides that when the ballot thus 
lnarked is passed over to the otiicers of 
the election board they shall further 
mark it by placing a number thereon, 
t~rresponding with the number placed 
opposite the elector’s name on the tally 
list. Now, with these two requirements 
eomplied with, the ballot identified by 
hame and a*lmber, can there be any 
doubt but that the election officers would 
know absolutely just how the elector 
voted, and that the secrecy of the ballot 
would be destroyed beyond the possibil- 
ity of a question, and yet with these re- 
quirements in this section, the committee 
lrravely report that the elector shall have r, 
rho right to vote by secret ballot. In my 
judgment the manner of voting provided 
b v thissection isinfinitely more objection- 
able than the open ballot. It is, in fact, 
oljen ticket voting by circumlocution. It 
is said, however, by those who favor the 
requirments contained in this section, that 
:I provision might be incorporated into 
the Constitution requiring the election 
officers to take and subscribean oath that 
they will not communicate the know- 
ledge obtained as such officers, as to how 
an elector casts his vote, except when 
called to testity as witness, and the fact 
trecomes a material inquiry. Certainlyit 
cannot be seriously proposed that this 
Convention should incorporate such a 
provision in the Gmstitution. If it were 
thought proper to impose such a require- 
ment on election officers the Legislature 
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is the source from whence the require- 
ment should come. 

But such a provision, whether embodied 
in the Constitution or imposed by legisla- 
tive enactment, would not preserve the 
secrecy of the ballot. As a rule, the elec- 
tion boards throughout the State are com- 
posed of active local politicians, who 
know the politics of nearly every man ii\ 
their respective districts, and they are OX 
the lookout for the purpose of asoertaiu- 
ing how the voters cast their ballots, and 
if a man in the district voted against his 
party ticket, or differently from the waJ 
his employer had promised he should, or 
differently from the n-ay he himself, uu- 
der the constraint of his peculiar situa- 
tion, had promised, the fart would be 
known from one end of the election dis- 
trict to the other within twenty-four 
hours after the polls were closed, not- 
withstanding your provision for secrecy 
on the part of the election officers. 

It would not be necessary for the eloc- 
tion officer to state in so many words just 
how this or that man voted, in order that 
his political friend outside the board 
might be made to understand, with suffi- 
cient certainty, how the vote had been 
cast-a look, a jesture, the slightest in- 
sinuation would answer just as ~011 as 
the plainest statement, and thedesired in. 
formation would be imparted without 
rendering the officer liable to the penal- 
ties of any provision that might be embo- 
diedinthisconstitution, orenacted by the 
Legislature, the most comprehensive that 
human ingenuity could devise. In the 
consideration of this section of the rely)rt 
it seems to me but the single quesfiou. 
presents itself: Whether the open or se-.. 
&et ballot will be most 1iFely to elicit a 
fair expression of the will of the people.. 
In my judgment this is not an open ques. 
tion. I believe that the experience of 
every delegate on this floor teaches. him 
that there is a large class ofvotem in this. 
State, as in every other, who would not 
cast their ballots in accordance with their 
honest convictions, if they were corn,, 
pelled to vote an open ticket. I know it 
.is a favorite theory of some gentlemen in 
this Convention, for whose opinions I en, 
tertain great respect, that the man who is 
afraid to go to the polls and declare oprn- 
ly for whom he desires to vote,. in the 
presence of the voters of-the entire dis- 
triot, is unworthy to exercise the right of 
an elector. This may sound very well, 
and be a11 right in. theory, ,but the votes. 
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of the class who, for various reasons, dare 
not go to the polls and openly declare 
their preferences, will be cast, and the 
question for our consideration is, whether 
it is better to have them cast as the ele+ 
to& conscience and judgments dictate, 
under cover of the secret ballot, or as 
their fears or necessities compel, by the 
open ballot. 

It does not require great courage for the 
man who occupies an independent posi- 
tion in the world to vote an open ticket ; 
but is it to be wondered at, that the poor 
laboring man, although he may be more 
intelligent than his morefortunate neigh- 
bor, whose bread, and the bread of whose 
family, depend upon the will of his em- 
ployer, has not the courage to faoe that 
employer at the polls, and cast his vote 
openly against the express command of 
him on whom he is dependent for the 
means of subsistence. I know very well 
that the reply to this argument is : That 
in this country labor has nothing to fear 
from capital. But, sir, there can be no 
greater fallacy than this. In nearly every 
contest between labor and capital in this 
country, capital has come out of the strug- 
gle the victor. The reason for this is 
plain. While capital loses little by lying 
idle, if the laborer refuses to work for any 
length of time, starvation knocks at his 
door, and he is obliged to yield to the de- 
mands of capital. 

The power of party discipline would 
prevent many a man from casting hisvote 
as he thought to be right, if he was com- 
pelled to comply with the requirements 
of this section. Take an ambitious parti- 

.san. He may feel that a bad man has been 
Lput in nomination by his party, and he 
would strike that man with the secret 
‘ballot, yet you inform him that his party 
friends must of necessity know just how 
he votes, and knowing that under those 
,circumstances he will lose caste in his 
party,if he votes against its nominee, the 
.average man will vote his party ticket, 
wrong though he knows it to be. I do 
;not say this is right, but the result 1 have 
-2lescribed would, as a rule, be obtained 
while weak human nature remains as, at 
prcsellt constituted. 

What good results are to aocrno to the 
people of this State, in consideration of 
their abandonment of their time-honored 
method of casting their ballots? Will 
the casting of a single fraudulent vote be 
prevented by this proposed method of 
casting the ballots? No, not one illegal 
vote will be kept out of the box. Nor 

will any of the corrupt pm&ices of iIlep:<l 
voters be interfered with in the least. Tht: 
provisions proposed to be engrafted on 
our system of voting have no active life 
for good, at least, until the votes are all 
cast and the count begins. In Fact, they 
cannot be of the slightest use, excep in 
contested election cases, and I am willing: 
to admit that these provisions may serve 
to furnish evidence of how a person. 
proved by other evidence to have been au 
illegal voter, cast his ballot. I am, hoa- 
ever, unwilling to yield this great princi- 
ple of the secret ballot, which gives to 
elections their real value to a large class 
of our citizens, simply and solely upon 
t.he ground that the trial of contested elec- 
tion cases may be simplified. Happi 
for the State, contested election vases out- 
side of the city of Philadelphia are fc\\- 
indeed. 

I am opposed to this section, as re- 
ported, also, for the rea.son that the YP- 
qniremcnts of the elect.or contained in it 
would be more appropriato as a legisln- 
tive enactment than as a provision in tlrtb 
organic law of the State. 

If these requirements were made 01. 
the electors of the State by an a.3 of the 
Legislature, if they were found to be buy- 
densome and oppressive on the people, 
the law could at once be repealed, but if 
they become a part of the Constitution ot 
the State, however much the people ma\ 
desire to get rid of them, then they musl 
remain for a number of vears before tbr 
can be gotten rid of. 

Again, I oppose this section for the ri’:k- 
son that it would be inconvenient and 
burdensome upon the great massof tht: 
people of the State to carry its rcqujre- 
ments into execution. To those who r7rcb 
familiar with country elections, and the 
conveniences usually at hand for con- 
ducting them, the force of this position 
will at once be apparent. 

Take, for example, an election in the 
country, where the election is held in 
a country school house, and from three to 
five hundred votes are polled, and you 
require those three or five hnudred voters 
to write their names, ordinarily not less 
tham three times, with no place to write 
within a mile of the polls, and you cau 
form some idea of how inconvenient it 
will be to carry into execution this new 
patent for the prevention of frauds :{i 
elections. 

I hope, Mr. Chairman, that this sectic,~n 
will not be adopted. _ 
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Mr. Il. W. PATTERSON. Mr. Chairman : 
I do not rise to make a speech of any 
length upon this subject, but simply to 
expressmy opinion in reference to the 
doing away of the secret ballot. Jt seems 
to me that aprovision which shall accom- 
plish this object will be entirely improper. 
This provision in our Constitution has al- 
ways been a protection to the poor and 
iaboring man against an employer-a pro- 
tection to the voter whose support, and 
that of his family, depend upon his em- 
ployer. We know that there is in all elec- 
tfons a system of intimidation which is 
not euafined tq one party alone, but ex- 
tends ts all parties. It is natural with 
some meqbut 1 think if we can make the 
ballot pure without this provision, which 
I think we can, we should not encroach 
npon this old long-tried and established 
rule. The Convention of 1790 considered 
this question carefully, and they decided, 
after a long consultation, in favor of the 
secret ballot. The’ Convention of 1838, 
than which I think no Convention before 
or since exceeded in point of ability, per- 
sonal worth and intelligence, considered 
this question for a long time, and finally 
decided to retain the secret ballot. It 
seems to me this Convention should not 
strike this provision from the report of the 
committee providing for the restriction of 
electors. I think, with other guards we 
can throw around the ballot box, it can 
certainly be protected and rendered pure 
without this terrible encroachment upon 
the large proportion of voters of this coun- 
try. This class of voters to whom I refer 
comprise those who are always ready to 
protect the country against the encroach- 
ments of monied or corporation power 
which threatens the safety of the State. 
In making these remarks, it has been 
with the sole idea of expressing my views 
in a brief manner upon this question. I 
might repeat the arguments which were 
made in the last Convention of 1838, as 
well as in the previous Convention, but 
the membersof the Convemion are doubt- 
less well acquainted with them. I will 
not occupy the time of the Convention 
any longer, but in regard to the amend- 
ment, I desire to state that I proposed 
amending this section, by striking out all 
after the word “prefer.” I desire, how- 
ever, that the amendment which is IlOW 

pending should be disposed of, and I may 
then offer my amendment. 

-Mr. BIDDLE. Mr. Chairman: Every 
change in the Constitution, which has for 
its object thestrengthening of party lines, 

or the increasing of the power of party 
leaders, shall meet with a negative vote 
at my hands. I have no doubt we shall 
be told that by the proposed article an 
option is given to the elector to deposit 
his ballot or vote c&u uoce. I do not un- 
derstand the meaning of an open ballot. 
I know what a ballot means, and 1 know 
what a vivcc vote vote means, but I do not 
not know what an open ballot means. But 
what will be the practical result of allow- 
ing, as here provided, an open or secret 
ballot? If this provision is once inserted 
in the Constitution the strong party man 
or the reckless partisan will, of course, 
vote the open ticket. The moderate, the 
timid man, who desires to vote according 
to the dictates of his conscience, will be 
over-awed by party leaders, and told, 
I6 now that you have the option of voting 
openly why don’t you do it P’l The effect 
of this will be to strengthen the power of 
the party leader and the party advocate, 
and to paralyae the good intentions of the 
elector. It seems to me no person can 
well refute what was so well said by the 
gentleman from Tioga, on this subject, 
(Mr. Elliott.) There is always, in every 
community, a very large body of mod- 
erate men who go with the party from old 
associations or traditions, or from the be- 
lief that the policy in the main advocated 
by their party is the best, and yet they 
are desirous againand again, in questions 
which have only a local importance, of 
voting for the best men without regard to 
politic. 

All this most valuable conservative por- 
tion of the community will, in effect, be 
swept out of existance. Per force, again& 
their own desires, they will be converted 
into partisans. For this reason, therc- 
fore, I am opposed to the proposed change 
In a word, I prefer the old Constitution. 
Strike out everything in the first line 
of this section after the word “ballot;” 
this is just what we have now, except that ’ 
‘6 representative elections shall be vi~rc 
vote, which question, of course, is not in- 
volved in the present discussion. 

Again, by requiring the elector, where 
you give him the opportunity, as you say ’ 
you do, of voting seoretly, to affix his 
name, I suppose, on the inside of the 
ticket, though this section does not say 
so, I suppose this is meant. 

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Mr. Chairman: J 
desire to say, in explanation, that thta 
committee did not design codification. 
They supposed that these principles would 
be oarried out in an act of Assembly. 
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1Mr. BIDDLB. Mr. Chairman : I assume sion of this kind, with the assistance 6-f 
that it was meant to he written inside. I some gentlemen in this Convention u-ho 
assume that, of course. It would, per- have given the subject very considorabIc 
haps, be absurd to suppose that it should attention, that would meet the case, 1 

9 be written outside of a secret ballot. That think, a little better than the amendment 
would be suicidal, of course, and could offered by the gentleman from Somerset. 
not be entertained. But as his is an amendment to an amend- 

But it leaves it open to the election offi- ment I cannot offer it now. 
cers to know exactly what the vote of Mr. C. A. BLACK. Mr. Chairman: I 
every v70ter is. While you preserve what suggest to the gentleman from Fayette 
I assume to be most valuable, you should that he can offer his amendment after the 
cinutiousIy abstain from any provision present one is disposed of. 
which gives to any human being the di- Mr. Iiarxn. Mr. Chairman : I will do 
rect knowledge of how a vote is cast. I so. I do not desire to make a speech on 
see nothing good to be gained from it. Is this subject, but I will road the amend- 
it to be supposed that we are to be in a ment I have prepared, and if the gantle- 
chronic state of contested elections? God man from Somerset chooses to accept it 
forbid 2 It seems this provision was in- as a substitute for his amendment I think 
serted with regard to that. By adopting it will meet his views, as I know it does 
ono of the clauses a littIe lower down, in those of many members of the Conven- 
regard to registration and non-depriva- tion: 
tion of a voter’s right by reason of not be- “All elections of the citizens shall be b> 
ing registered, you will do enormous ballot, and no ballot shall contain the 
good in the direction of preventing frand- name or nsmes of candidates for more 
ulent elections, and perhaps all that can than one office; persons acting in a repre- 
properly be attained. In the present sentative capacity shall vote viva zIoce.” 
mode I can see none. That contains exactly the provision that 

One word in regard to single tickets and we want to put in, as we11 as the principle 
I have done. I like this suggestion. I contained in the Constitution of 1537 and 
believe it is most valuable. It is allowing 1838. “All elections shall be by ballot” 
scratching in the easiest and freest way. is the Constitution of 1837 and 1838, and 
We all know the difficulty of scratching was the Constitution of 1790. The elec- 
as tickets are now presented to the voter. tions shall be by baIlot, except those by 
First, there is the v&s inertia to overcome, persons in their representative capacity, 
which exists more or less in everybody, who shall vote tiua 2roce. It is simply re- 
the indisposition to change the ticket pre- enact.ing this provision of the old Consti- 
sented. Next, there is the insecurity of tution, and placing therein this provision 
doing it properly by pasting a slip over that the Legislature shall not make what 
a name, or by writing out one name and I call a ring ticket. 
re-writing another. This. so far aswe can Mr. HARRY WHITX. I do not rise, at 
do by legislation, by constitutional pro- this time, to intrude a speech upon this 
vision, we should do, and thusgive all the committee. I rise more for the purpose 
advantage of the most liberal scratching of uttering a hearty amen to the earnest 
without any of its disadvantages. I there- and instrnctive words which fell from 
fore shall vote for the amendment of- the delegate from Tioga, (Mr. Elliott,) in 
fered by the gentleman from Somerset behalf of the minority of the Committee 
(Mr. Baer.) upon Suffrage, Election and Representa- 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. Chairman: I am op- tion. In all our discussions here I prefer 
posed to this section as reported by the to support the report of the majority of :I 
committee, and I am in favor of the amend- committee. In this instance, however, 
ment of the gentleman from Somerset, the report of the majority in favor of this 
(Mr. Baer,) if it be put in proper shape. section, as I find it upon my desk, and as 
I think, sir, that one of the worst laws we are obliged to vote upon it, is so in 
that ever was passed, one that has done conflict with the education of my life, 
more to facilitate fraud in elections than with my feelings as a Pennsylvanian, 
any other, was the act of 1866, which pro- that I would be false to myself and false 
vided for slip voting. I desire, as I hope to the people of the section of State I rep- 
every member of the Convention will, to resent if I did not resist it. And, sir, if I 
place something in the Constitution to had the power of an earthquake, if it 
prevent legislation of that kind being per- were necessary, I would be glad to cast it 
petrated again. I had prepared a provi- right in here. The great danger which 
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this Convention has to apprehend from 
its work is the effort to do too much. It 
is hardly necessary for me to remind this 
Convention that every change is not re- 
form to the people of this Commonwealth. 
The plain, old-fashioned people of Penn- 
sylvania, when they voted so unanimous- 
ly in favor of this Convention, did not 
contemplate that this provision would be 
inserted in the new instrument. 

I have no words to add to what has 
been so well said by my friend, the gen- 
tleman from Somerset, (Mr. Baer,) or 
the gentleman from Tioga, (Mr. Elliott,) 
or the gentleman from Philadelphia, (Mr. 
Diddle,) against the open ballot. The 
.secret ballot belongs directly to the peo- 
ple of this country. When slavery fell 
and the rebellion was crushed, the aiva 
~oce vote in America ceased ; and to-day, 
England is contemplating the propriety 
of adopting the secret ballot. Not a great 
while ago I picked up an extract from a 
discussion in Parliament, and I was de- 
lighted to discover the leading strong 
minds there favoring the introduction of 
the secret ballot into their Parliamentary 
elections. The reasons existing for the 
adoption of the use of the secret ballot in 
England exist in Pennsylvania-in this 
great Commonwealth, in this great man- 
ufacturing State, with our ‘large indus- 
tries, with our large corporations, where 
so many of our people are dependent 
upon their employers I say amen, then, 
to all that has been said in behalf of the 
secret ballot. The secret ballot in Penn- 
sylvania isas dear to our people as Xugna 
<?fiartaever was to the barons under John. 

There is another objection, Mr. Chair- 
man, to the provision. It is the increased 
difficulty which you throw around our 
elections, the obstructions which you 
throw in the way of the plain,honest peo- 
ple of Pennsylvania, throughout the in- 
terior, in coming to the poll and in their 
own way to exercise thissacred privilege. 
When a bad nomination has been made, 
or an unwise policy is sought to be im- 
posed upon the State, the reliance of the 
statesman, and of the good citizen, is 
always in appealing to the plain, common 
sense integrity of the agricultuml portion 
of our votmg population. And, sir, in 
the proportion that you obstruct their ex- 
cise of the franchise, in proportion that 
you multiply the difficulties of their ac- 
ces+ to the ballot-b*, so you decrease an 
honest, fair expression of sentiment from 
that portionof theeommunity. Iobserve 
notonlyisamanreqniredtowrite hisname 

upon his ballot and have a number placed 
thereon, but he must call his neighbor to 
witness this independent act of his own 
and write his name there also. Why 
there are plenty of people, honest men, 
able and capable of exercising, intelli- 
gently ,the right of suffrage in the Com- 
monwealth to-day, men in affluent cir- 
cumstances, men of enterprise and char- 
acter, who cannot write their own names. 
There are such men all over this Com- 
monwealth who have not had the facili- 
ties and opportunitiesof a common school 
education, and to force them to go to the 
polls and expose, in this way, the defects 
of their early education would be to pmc- 
tically prevent them from voting. They 
would shrink from the exercise of their 
right of suffrage if that exercise were 
coupled with such an exposure. 

Insteadof restricting the exercise of the 
ballot, instead of impairing the conveni- 
ence and privileges of the honest, plain, 
common sense people of Pennsylvania to 
go to the polls and vote as they see fit, wo 
should enlarge them and open the doors 
for honest elections. Whatever we do, let 
nothing be done to restrict the exercise of 
the elective franchise in those parts of 
Pennsylvania where fraudulent voting is 
unknown. I shall cheerfully vote for the 
amendment of the gentlemen from Som- 
erset (Mr. Basr.) Inartistic and some- 
what crude as it is, I prefer it to the sec- 
tion coming from the hands of the com- 
mittee. 

Before taking my seat, I will remark 
that if I had my way, I would have the 
old section of the old Constitution, under 
which Pennsylvania has grown and pros- 
pered. It reads in simple, concise, com- 
pact language : 

“All elections shall be by ballot, except 
those by persons in their representative 
capacity who shall vote viva z)oce.” 

There are some gentlemen here who 
have inveighed against the act of 186G, 
known .as the slip ticket voting. I go 
heart and hand with them. I am opposed 
to that system of voting. I want to make 
every ticket single in every part of this 
Commonwealth. Let our elections be 
free and equal, so that no party trammel, 
no leader dictation can interfere with the 
elector exercising his free voice, and when 
we have done this we will have done all 
that a happy and free people can require 
at our hands. 

Mr. BAER. Mr. Chairman: At this 
point, if it is in order, I will withdraw my 
amendment and substitute the following : 



526 DEBATES OF THE 

“All elections of the citizensshall be by it differs from the section in the present 
ballot, and no ballot shall contain the Constitution. “All elections shall be by 
name or names of candidates for more than ballot” are the words in the Constitution 
one office. Personsacting in a representa- under which we now live. But “aI1 elec- 
tive capacity shall vote viva vote.” tions” is not specific. I propose to make 

The CHAIRMAN : The question is upon it read, “all elections by the people,” that 
the amendment of the gentleman from is, in their popular capacity, and not in 
Somerset (Mr. Baer.) their representative capacity, in the legis 

Mr. WKERRY. Mr. Chairman : I do not lative or other representative bodies, nor 
know that I have any material objection in their judiciary capacity as in boards of 
to make against the main body of the directors, or trustees of any organization. 
amendment offered by the gentleman That is all the change I propose. Then I 
from Somerset, (Mr. Baer,) but I do object would leave it to the Legislature to spec- 
to hitching on that last clause, and for the ify in what particular manner the ballot 
reason that I have been informed that the shall be cast. 
I’ommittee on Suffrage and Electionshas a I know there are difficulties in the way 
section covering the same ground, under of obtaining pure elections, under the 
consideration, and will, without a doubt, present method of balloting. I do not 
report thereupon. I object to the report suppose we have reached perfection in the 
as it comes from the committee, and the method of balloting in this country yet, 
objection partly lies against the amend- but if we fix this thing in this Constitution 
ment offered by the gentleman from Som- we may put upon ourselves an iron band. 
elset (Mr. Baer.) It is legislative m its To tieourselvesdowntothemodeof ballot- 
character ; it is beneath the dignity of a ing provided in this report, we might find, 
Constitutional Convention to enter into in the long run, that it would prove a 
such minutia as are set forth in this re- worse evil than the evil for which it pro- 
port. Let the Convention stop for a mo- poses to be a remedy. In my mind there 
ment and consider where this may end. is no objection at all to leaving to the Leg- 
I was snrprised to discover that the partial islature to determine, from year to year, 
report of this committee, which is now be- as our experience and knowledge of af- 
fore the Convention, is’more than four fairs may increase, to change, from yeni 
times as long already as the wholeconsti- to year, the particular manner in which 
tutional provision upon the same subject these ballots shall be cast. 
in the Constitution of 1837-S. Xow, I sub Mr. Vl'oo~maRu. Mr. Chairman: I 
mit, that if this great extension of Consti- have not heard all of the OiscusYion upon 
tutional limitations and enactments, is to this subject, but I have heard enough to 
proceed in this same ratio, we will have excite somo alarm. From the chamcter 
quite a large volume of the Constitution of the remarks that I have heard, and 
of Pennsylvania. But I object to this re- from the sources from which they have 
port of the committee mainly becauseit is come, I am inclined to think that this re- 
purely experimental. It proposesto have port of the Committee on Suffrage is in 
the people of Pennsylvania vote ina man- danger of being rejected. I have been in 
ner in which they have never voted be- the habit of thinking that the committee 
fore-in a manner in which no people in pmposed a substantial and valuable re- 
the world ever voted. If the experiment form in the proposition toindicate the bal- 
succeeds, very well. Suppose it fails. lot by number and by the name of the 
Suppcse it does not meet with the popu- elector. Them is some verbiage in the 
lar demand. Suppose it is not satishctory second line of this section which, I think, 
to the people of Pennsylvania. How are ought to be stricken out. It reads now in 
you going to remedy it ? Are you going this way : ‘6 All elections of the citizens 
to call a new Constitutional Convention, shall be by ballot. The ballots voted may 
or submit a new proposition of amend- be open or secret, as the elector shall pre- 
ment revoking tliis section? If our work for, and they shall be numbered by the 
is to be worth anything at all it must have election officer when received.” That al- 
the value of permanency. I think this ternative, “open or secret,” I think had 
Convention ought to hesitate a long while better be modified in some form SO as tcb 
Ijefore it adopts any provision which is make the ballot either open or secret. 
purely experimental. I am altogether o 

by7 
osed to the secret 

I now call the attention of the corn- ballot, and I do n at all agree with 
mittee to the language of the amendment the remarks of the gentleman from Indi- 
which I have proposed, and shoff wherein ana (Mr. Harry White) upon that subject. 
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We have heard a great deal all our lives, 
rnd especially lately, about the dignity 
and importance of this right of suffrage, 
and we shall hear more about it. We are 
sometimes told that it is a natural right 
which it is wicked to withhold from any 
body, even women and children. We 
are told that it is at the foundation of all 
our institutions; that it is the grandest 
right that man can exercise in this free 
republic; and now what does the gentle- 
man from Indiana (Mr. Harry White) 
propose? Thatthis grand, national, natu- 
pal right shall be exercised by sneaking 
up to a window and inserting a secret bal- 
lot which nobody shall be able to identify, 
and which, therefore, any manipulator8 of 
the ballot-box may falsify to any extent. 
That is our existing system, and he says 
the people of Pennsylvania are very much 
attached to that system, and that is the 
tenor ,of his amendment to leave the Con- 
utitution in this regard juvt a.8 it stands, 
and to make the exercise of this great 
and wonderful right, one of the meanest 
transactions in which a free man ever en- 
gages, and which subjects him to the 
power of the mischievous, unprincipled 
scoundrels that now control the ballot-box 
of this country. Why, sir, the thing is 
preposterous. If there be a reform needed 
anywhere in our Constitution, it is needed 
here. 

Now, the Committee on Suffrage have 
proposed a mode by which the ballot, 
when it is deposited, shall not be falsi- 
fied, shall be so arranged that it can be 
identified in a court of justice, or upon 
any contested election. I consider that a 
reform, but not all that I desire. On the 
contrary, sir, I believe that the true, 
manly form of exercisingthisright of suf- 
frage is by voting ti~a vote, as is practiced 
in several States. You could not prevail 
npon the people of those States, in which 
it does obtain, to give it up for the secret 
ballot. It is the practice in England, and 
the gentleman from Indiana (hfr. Harry 
White) mis-states the English example 
entirely. They have not abolished viva 
vote voting in England as yet. I know it 
iA oontemplated, and probably will be 
done, for thore are special reasons for the 
necret ballot there that do not exist in the 
State of Pennsy?vania, and I trust never 
will. Underthe reform bills, which have 
boon past within the last few years, all 
tenants now have the ballot, but those 
tenants are all watched by the steward or 
middle-man,,and when they come to the 
polls and vote viva woce they are liable to 

be turned out if they do not vote in a 
manner to please the steward, or the 
otiner of the estate. The leases are all at 
will, and the tenant is dependant on the 
favor of the landlord or his steward. In 
other words, these tenant8 are just so 
many voters for the owners of the estate, 
and to them it is of some importance that 
they should have the secret ballot, in or- 
der that’ they may vote as to reprssent 
their real feeling8 and opinions. Now 
they have to vote for their landlords, be- 
cause, be it known to you, sir, thatalmost 
all the real estate in England, Scotland 
and Ireland isowned by a few wealthy 
families, and most of the voters are ten- 
ants at will upon these estates, and the 
viva zloce vote there expose8 these tenants. 
to persecution and, perhaps, to loss of 
their homes for voting according to the 
dictates of their own consciences. 

The secret ballot then, in England, un- 
der the peculiar circumstances of that 
country, is valuable, but, sir, is there ans 
analogy in this Pennsylvania of ours? 
Not at all. We have no such dependaut 
tenants here. The gentleman alludes to 
our large manufacturing and mining in- 
terests, but let me tell him, if he does not 
already know, that themanufacturers and 
the miners, and the laborers in iron, in 
Pennsylvania, are the men that control 
the employers, instead of the employers 
controlling the men. There is no such 
supervision of that class of our citizens as 
there is of’the English tenantry, and the 
secret ballot is of no consequence to them, 
for I have never found, in the little elec- 
tioneering that I have done-and what, I 
have done is done-1 am not going to do 
any more-1 have never found a more in- 
dependent set of voters in my life than 
the miners of Pennsylvania, who had not 
au inch of land to call their own. “We 
controlled by our landlords and employ- 
ers! No, we control them,” they tell us. 
They will come up and vote an open ballot, 
like men. 

Thcgentleman’s(Mr.HarryWhite’s)im- 
agination hasmisled him. There is no reas- 
onforasecret I~allotinPennsylvania, while 
there may be good reason for it in Great 
Britain. Now, if there is no good reason I 
for it, and we have found it productive of 
the most outrageous abuses, why not give 
it up? Why not, at least, go so far as the 
Committee on Suffrage proposes to go, in 
identifying the ballot that is deposited ? 1 
would go farther, and abolish the ballot 
altogether; and I would say, if a man 
has an opinion to express upon a public 
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. . ~l:3SrrOli, let lliil; i’omc np md express it “ TT’c cannot concluc!e without csprew 
‘G~pC!llly like :L man. If this is a great iug :I hope that your wisdom may de\-iw 
i’:lncltll!lentalright,Ia~lillot ashamed toex- some plan by which the rapid develop)- 
prey it. If I am for A B for Governor mentof fraudin electionsmay becheckctl. 
instead of C D, I am not ashamed to go It is not too much to say that, in Phih- 
,lp to tho polls and declare my preference delphia, under the existing registry l:r\v, 
for A R, and I do not think it becomes the perpetration Of these frauds has bee11 
any man-any American citizen-to sneak reduced to a science, and systematized trj 
up and deposit a secret ballot for h B that degree, that the confidence of t,ht, 
lest somebody should object to it. 1 do people in the result of an appo .l to the 
not think the people of Pennsylvania de- ballot-box is being undermined wit11 
siraany such thing. I do not think the dangerous rapidity. As the fonndatioll 
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Harry upon which all our institutions rest, this 
White) understands the people of Penn- confidence is so sacred a thing that it 
Sylvania on this question. EIe has not should be guarded and fostered with thra 
lived among them as long as I have. In most jealous care. h-othing can replace 
fact, I think he misrepresentsthem on this it as a preservative element. The acqui- 
cluestion. Tho people of Pennsylvania esoence of a defeated party in the result 
do not hesitate about expressing their of an election is the most decisive proof 
opinioss. I know that when my friend, of our capacity for self-government, ant1 
I +overnor Curtin, and I ran for office, they the most precious result of centuries ot 
did not hesitate to prefer him, [laughter,] training in constitutional liberty ; but the 
in which I thought they were greatly mis- acquiescence can no longer be expected 
taken. [Renewed laughter.] I think when fraud is openly practiced and auda- 
they would vote openly, sir, and just as ciously boasted of, and a real majority 
unhesitatingly as by the secret ballot. finds itself helpless to assert its rights 

If anybody would move a substitute for through the forms of tbc law. When that 
that amendment andforthe original report time comes, and redress seems hopeless, 
tlispensing with the ballot altogether, I the end will not be far off, and it is the 
would vote for it. But I will not move it, part of wise statesmanship to calmly con- 
because I do not know lhat anybody else sider all possible contingencies, and to de- 
would vote for it. I am in favor of such a vise whatever measures may be best 
proposition. If that is unattainable, let us adopted to avert them. T\‘e do not pre- 
have what the committee proposes. Let sume to offer suggestions. The subject is 
,W have the open ballot under such cir- one requiring for its comprel~onairo treat- 
oumstances as shall destroy the occupa- ment, throughout the Commonwealth, :t 
tion of the ballot-box stuffer, and the bal-. knowledge of details as to other localities 
lot falsifier. Let us hnvo an honest and which we do not possess. WC can only 
fidir election. say that it seems to us the romody lies in 

Why, Mr. Chairman, is there no1 need the direction of limiting, as far as pmcti- 
of it? A few days ago, when confined to cable, the size of election divisions, and 
my ohamber, and knew nothing about giving the fullest opportunities for scruti- 
the proceedings of this body, except what nizing votes as they are polled.” 
5 read in the newspapers, I was sbooked Mr. Chairman : There is nothing slight 
LO read that my venerable friend, who about these irregularities. They are :t 
sits in front of me, (Mr. Knight,) and for gross scandal upon the civilization of the 
whose opinions 1 have a great respect, has age in which we live. It is the duty ot’ 
stated to this Convention that there bad this Convt;ntion to do its host to reform 
been some “ sligbt irregularities” in Phil- them. I believe tbat viva wow voting 
adelpbia, in tbc matter of voting, but no would do more to take away these frantls 
considerable complaint-no considerable from our elections than anything elfr; 
wrong. ‘V3light irregularities” mere t !e but if I cannot get that. I am in favor of’ 
words be was reported to have used. that which the committee proposes. 
h’ow, what does a body of very respect- Let mc say to my frie 

% 
d . from Fapetti,, 

able citizens of Philadelphia think of (Mr. Kaine,) that if be r any other gcn- 
rbese “slight irregularities?” We have a t&man thinks that requiring separate 
reform association here, composed of re- ballots is going to contribute to bones? 
spectable citizens, who tell from time to and fair elections, be and they are mis- 
time, about their 6‘ slight irregularities,” taken. In the county of Luzorne 1 haye 
and we have a document of theirs upon seen a bundleof ticketswith which eight, 
our file in mbich they day : nine, or ten cnudidatew were to be x-oted 
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for. These ticketswere cut up, separated 
and arranged, tied around with a string, 
and distributed over the county, through 
the different election precincts. A man 
who wauts to he elected to office goes 
around and takes a ticket out of that bun- 
dle and puts his own ticket in instead. 
In hundreds of instances I could tell you 
of Representatives, and Senators, and 
Congressmen who were elected by just 
that trick, when, if you called the voters 
into court and swore them, they would 
tell you, under oath, by the hundred, that 
they had not voted for that man, but for 
his opponent. They voted a bundle of 
tickets they thought was an honest bun- 
dle. They did not know that from the 
very middle of that bundle one ticket had 
been abstracted and another placed there 
instead. 

I ha\re never seen so fruitful a source of 
fraud as these separate voting tickets. I 
believe that the voting of all the candi- 
dates, upon a single ticket, is very much 
better than the voting upon separate tick- 
ets for the several candidates. Rut, sir, 
whether the ballot be for a single candi- 
date or contain all the candidates to be 
elected, if it be identified as the commit- 
tee propose to identify it, you go that far 
towards protecting the ballot-box from 
the practices that now prostitute and 
abuse it. What would be, in my judg- 
ment, an improvement upon the report of 
the committee would be to substitute vivn 
woce voting for the ballot altogether. Now 
sir, I believe I have expressed all the 
thoughts I have to express on this aub- 
ject. I sincerely hope the committee of 
the whole will not reject the work of the 
Committee on Suffrage for the amend- 
ment that is now proposed and is pending. 

Mr. &MPBON. Mr. Chairman : I heart- 
ily eoncur in the wordsspoken by my col- 
league from Philadelphia (Mr. Wood- 
ward.) 

I desire to call the attention of the Con- 
vention to the fact, that if we desire to ap- 
ply the knife to root of the evil, if we de- 
sire to cauterize the sore of the body poli- 
tic, to prevent itscxtension orrecurrence, 
u.e will have to adopt either the report of 
committee or substitute viva vote voting. 

As many of the members of this Con- 
vention are aware, I have had, I suppose, 
as much experience in contested election 
rases as any man in this Commonwealth, 
and there is no evil, I believe, that has 
been perpetratedat the polls,that it has not 
been my duty, at some time, to expose to 
the gaze of the public. I can call to mind, 

sir, instance after instance, where first 
one form of fraud was perpetrated, and 
when that was discovered and exposed, 
then another form of fraud was devised 
and perpetrated, and when that, m its 
turn, was unearthed, a third form was 
invented to take its place, and so it went 
on one after another, as each was succes- 
sively exposed to the light of day, some 
new scheme took its place, by which the 
fraud might be committed, and all be- 
cause the present Constitution, by its re- 
quirements, covered it as with a pall. 

The first system that I recollect was one 
of adding a number of names to the pol 
list, and putting a corresponding number 
of tickets into the box. It was shown in 
the investigation of a contested election 
cage arising in the old county of Philadel- 
phia, the district of Kensington, that A 
and B went to the polls together and voted 
within a minute of each other, and upon 
examining the list of voters of that clay 
and poll, A’s name was found at the foot 
of one page, and B’s name was found at 
the top of the fourth page thereafter, and 
with ninety-nme names intervenmg. 
Yet for every name on that list there was 
a ticket in the box, and they had been 
counted and returned. That was in 
the third ward, Kensington. The same 
thing occurred, I believe in the district 
of Penn, and in the Second ward, Maya- . 
mensing. Up to that time it had been 
denied that a legal voter would be al- 
lowed, under the Constitution, to testify 
for whom he voted, but the court said 
that while he could not be compelled to 
disclose the fact, he should have the privi- 
lege’of waiving his right to secrecy if hc 
choose. And under that privilege, and 
at a vast expense, and the consumption of 
a great deal of time the right was made 
right, and the wrong was rebuked. 

I have seen ballot-boxes opened and 
tickets presented to the light of day that 
had not a fold upon them ; they were just 
as they had been out from the sheets, as 
they were taken from the press. How did 
they get there ? By some man inside the 
window substituting them for those cast 
by the legal voters of the district. It will 
not do for the gentlemen of this Conven- 
tion to say : “Oh, these contested election 
cases arise only in the city of Philadel- 
phia, and we must not incorporate into 
the Constitution something intended 
merely to regulate your city af&irs.” They 
go higher than that. Gentleman may call 
to mind that within four years the vote 
of this city has determined who should be 
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Governor of this Commonwealth, and it 
has within the last twelve or fourteen 
years, frequently determined the poliliwl 
complexion of the Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania in both its branches and thus be- 
comesa matter afIecting the State as well 
as the city. 

I favor the report of the Committee on 
Suffrage, as it came from that committee. 
\Ye want to get at the facts so that when 
it is proved that a man who has cast his 
ballot at the poll, is a fraudulent voter, 
you may open the box and take out that 
very ballot that he cast and identify for 
whom It was cast; and not have repeated 
:w I was told was done in a case where I 
WLIS counsel, where a man came forward 
and sworn to having voted in the interest 
of one candidate and oue party, when, in 
fzfct, they had voted for another. 

I can say something in corroboration of 
what the gentleman (Mr. Woodward) 
said a moment ago about people coming 
into court and swearing that they had 
voted for a certain man, when they had 
not. I was once trying a contested elec- 
tion case in the select council, from the 
Second ward of this city. My friend who 
sits by me on the left (Mr. Cassidy) 
brought a man up to swear that he voted 
for the contestant in a particular precinct 
of that ward. A gentleman sitting at my 
side, at the moment, said to me: “That 

’ man has not told the truth, for I gave 
him a ticket with the name of the other 
candidate upon it, and I saw him vote 
that very ticket.“, Twenty persons at 
the least testified that they, too, had voted 
for a certain candidate when, in point of 
fact, they had voted for a different candi- 
(late altogether. 

Could you, in such cases, have taken 
the ballot-box and taken out each man’s 
ticket, recognising it by the number put 
upon it by the election officer, and found 
the name of the voter upon it, writteu 
either by himself or by somebody else 
for him, and in such case properly attest- 
4, you could have ascertained the exact 
truth, whether the vote cast was legal, 
aud if legal, whether it had been properly 
returned, and whether or notthat man, in 
swearing as he did, had told truth or not. 

Upon this point turns the whole of our 
republican institutions, and if, under the 
present Constitution, these frauds may 
be perpetrated without the possibility of 
<liscoreriug the guilty, or ascertaining for 
whom these illegal votes are cast, it is 
cur duty to put into the organic law of 
this State something that will secure he- 

yond peradventure, when the inrestiga- 
tion becomes necessary, who has really 
been elected by the people. 

Gentlemen say they are afraid that this 
will do away with the secrecy of the bal- 
lot. It does not. Something, of course, 
must be left to legislation, and it is pre- , 
sumed the Legislature will impose the 
seal of secrecy upon election othcers whose 
duty it will be to count these tickets. The 
same provision is made in regard to tele- 
graph operators and mail agents, and 
can be made to apply to election officers, 
so that their lips shall be closed in se- 
crecy, unless in cases where judicial in- 
vestigations may be held. If an elector 
prefers to vote an open or secret ticket he 
can do so under the provisions of the sec- 
tion as it is reported by the committee, 
but under the present law he cannot vote 
an open ticket. The ticket will be re- 
jected by the election otlicers. I am well 
persuaded this provision will afford an 
etIectua1 check to the perpetration of any 
fraud upon the part of the election officers 
in falsifying returns, because the name of 
the voter, written on the back of the bal- 
lot, guarantees detection at once, or if 
perpetrated renders their detection com- 
paratively easy, and thus vindicating the 
right of the people to govern. In regard 
to the question of voting on separate tick- 
ets, I must say that I am opposed to the 
system. The gentleman from Philadel- 
phia (Mr. Woodward) spoke of their hav- 
ing avoided corruption. Why, I recol- 
lect, not many years ago, when I was an 
election officer, that there were seventeen 
different sets of ballots to receive and dis- 
tribute, the contents of seventeen different 
boxes to count after the close of the polls. 
and there were seventeen ditlerent sets of 
returns to be made out of the result of the 
election. We were nearly a day counting 
the tickets and making out the r&urns. 
I have learned, from all the experience 1 
have had, that the single ticket system is 
the best that has ever been tried. If it is 
said that it does not afford an opportunity 
to the voter to alter his ticket, I answer 
that is a mistake, that though there are 
many who run with the party machine, 
and vote their ticket unscratched, for 
my own part I have never hesitated, 
either when acting as an election ofllcer 
or as a private citizen, to announce my in- 
tention of not voting for a man whom I 
could not conscientiously support. I 
never cared who he was or where he 
came from. I have no hesitation in 
avowing that I am a political aspirant, 
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l)ut 1 will never consent to be bound 
(iown to vote for a man I cannot consci- 
entiously support, though it may even 
keep me from entering public life. I w-ill 
Ilot sacrifice my manhood for publio posi- 
tion or place. I trust the committee will 
vote down the proposed amendment, and 
adopt the report as it came from the com- 
mittee. 

Nr. BUCKALEW. Mr. Chairllan: I in- 
tend to be absent to-morrow and until 
Monday, and for that reason rise now to 
speak, although weare close upon the hour 
ot’ adjournment. I hope, sir, that the re- 
l>ort of the Committee on Suffrage, not- 
withstanding the indisposition manifested 
this morning to accept it, will be ulti- 
luntely accepted so far, at least, as to per- 
mit the electors of this Commonwealth to 
vote tickets with their natnes written 
upon them. In Committee on Suffrage I 
\-oted for the whole of this division or 
section of the report, except the compul- 
sion upon voters to write their namcq 
upon their tickets, and since that com- 
Iuittee acted I have found my mind in- 
clining more and more towards the.ac- 
ceptance of even this feature of compul- 
sion. At all events I hope the Conven- 
tion, before this subject shall be disposed 
of. either now or before second reading, 
will in some form accept the three points 
which are covered by the section. The 
lirbt point is, the discretion vested in the 
voter himself to vote an open or a secret 
ticket. I understand now that the elec- 
tion’boards, in some cases, permit voters 
to vote open tickets; in other cases it is 
1:cld to be in violation of the Constitution 
and laws of the State. I would make 
tt!is privilege one of equal, common right. 

In this connection I will refer to a case 
whjch happened about a year since in the 
Xn’et,eenth or Twentieth ward of this city. 
In E,‘particular hour, say between twelve 
wud one o’clock, three election officers, a ,! 
window inspector, and a return inspector 
and, his clerk, voted for a particular can- 
didate, and nine citizens put in tickets for 
the’&ame candidate through the window, 
and yet for that hour not one vote was re- 
turned for that candidate. The whole 
vote for the hour was counted to the op 
posing candidate, making a change of 11~ 
Ie%q than twenty-four votes as between 
the two candidates who were contestants 
for popular favor. In short, the majority 
ol‘ the election board cheated their own 
colleagues out of their votes before their 
own eyes in the room, and also nine other 
citizens who voted through the window, 

and then forwarded the returns in a per- 
fectly legal form. 

Many thousands of citizens in this city, 
at every election, when they put their 
tickets into the window do not know, 
and great.ly doubt, whether they will be 
counted and,returned by the election ofti- 
cers. The Convention must adopt some 
plan to amend this condition of things. 
I think it will be, at least, some check or 
advantage if the honest voters of an elec- 
tion precinct can go to the polls and openly 
announce how they are voting. It will 
prevent the election officers from cheat- 
ing; at least during particular hours of 
the day, if not during the entire day. I 
can see no objection to this, and it will 
afford the people some protection against 
the fraudulent manipulation or destruc- 
tion of their votes. In the next place, the 
tickets are to be numbered by the elec- 
tion officers; that is, when a vote is re- 
ceived to be put in the box, the number 
which the voter’s name bears on the 
tally list is to be put upon the ticket. The 
result of this will be: That when illegal 
votes are found in the boxes they can be 
distinguished from goodonegand rejected. 

As the law stands now, it is, in many 
cases, impossible to rectify illegal voting. 
1x1 many recent cases ofcontested elections 
in this city, it has been proved beyond all 
doubt, that votes bad been deposited 
by repeaters; but, of coume, the tickets 
themselves indicated nothing upon their 
face as to the persons who cast them, and 
it was not possible to prove otherwise 
what the repeaters’ votes were. What 
then is the consequence in such cases? 
Why the courts of the State and election 
committees at Washington and at Ilarris- 
burg, because they are unable to separate 
the good votes from the bad ones, cast 
aside whole electoral divisions and sweep 
away even honest votes given by the peo- 
ple. It is then evident that there must be 
some means established by which the ille- 
gal votes can be distinguished, and bJ 
which the poll can be “purged,” as the law 
expresses it. There must be some plan by 
which the legal votes can be retained and 
the illegal ones rejected. I am, therefore, 
in favorof having these ballotsnumbered, 
and especially because it will avoid all 
the excitement and disturbance of the al- 
ternative proposition of w+oc vote voting. 

The advantages of the present plan of 
secret voting would be retained and quiet 
and good order would be preserved. It 
would rarely happen that the election offi- 
cers would divulge for whom any person 
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voted: and if desired that they should be complished in part, by permitting tb 
bound to secrecy, a provision could be name to be written. 
made by which they would be placed in [Thehourof twoo’clock having arrivctl, 
the same category as certain federal olli- Mr. Uuckalew was about taking his scat 
cers and telegraph operators, who are to enable the committee to rise, prepara- 
prohibited from divulging the secrets in- tory to adjonrnment, when upon a general 
trusted to them in their business. If an call to proceed and by common conwnt, 
election officer violated the secrecy im- he continued, as follows:] 
posed upon him, and divulged the vote ,Mr. Chairman : I do not desire, at this 
of any elector, he might be made liable late hour! to go over the whole of the ar- 
to a prosecution, or to a qui tam. action, gnment. There ale many thmgs whirl! 
by the party aggrieved. can be said in favor of this section, ant1 

The last requisite placed in this section which I presume will be said by my co- 
is that the voter shall write his name, or leagues on the Committoo on Suffrage. 1 
cause it to be written, upon his ticket. have agreed entirely with the committee 
The section says, “ by an elector of the upon every point., with the single escep- 
district.” I would make the section read : tion to which I have referred. There re- 
“by any citizen of the district.” It might mains only a single topic to which I de- 
be written by his wife, or son, or by any sire to refer before closing, and that is the 
competent person at hand, not an elect- secret ballot. As long as elections arc’ 
tion officer. What will be the effect of conducted as now, in this and other 
this clause? There are three forms of States, I think the secret ballot to be :L 
election frauds which this provisionwould necessity, to a certain extent, because thrb 
rtrike at with force. In the first place it principle of gambling enters more or 1~s~: 
would almost entirely stop repeating. If into the system. I do not willingly use 
the name of the person who deposits the this term ; it is extorted from me by the 
ballot is written upon it, the election facts. Why, we have .,rdinarily two lo!- 
officers will know perfectly well that, litical parties who play against each oth- 
when the ballots are brought forward, the er, the stakes are the public offices, and 
uame as well as the number will detect the winner sw-ecps the board. Hencq 
the person who deposited it. Upon prov- what is important in popular elections, or- 
ing personation, all the false votes dis dinarily, is the obtainment of the balance 
oovered will be struck from the return. of power, the impressionable, or corrnp:- 
There would be but little motive to re- ible vote of the State, or community in 
ceive such votes when there would be a which the election is held. 
certainty of detection. The party that obtains the corruptible 

The endorsement of names would also vote sweeps the board in the great game’ 
check ballot-bos stulling and the making of politics, and so long as the system iv 
of false returns. If the election ofhoers permitted to remain unchanged it will 
knew that the ballot-boxes, deposited in produce its degrading and detestable 
safe custody and subject to the orders of fruits. I conceive that nothing can cv~t 
courts, would certainly detect tampering reach the foundation of this great evil wn- 
with tickets and false returns, they would til the voters of the State are emancipatetl 
not tamper with tickets and report false from unjust restraint in popular elections, 
counts of votes polled. So that as far as and each division of them permitted OJ 
these grand divisions of election frauds obtain that measure of power which bc- 
are concerned the nameofthe elector writ- longs to them by their own votes. The 
ten on the ballot will be a most valuable possibility of changing the results of elc+ 
security. The only adequate checks pro- tions, by tho purchase of a few base men, 
tided against frauds upon the part of the must be taken away before an effectual 
election officers are afforded by this set- remedy can ho secured. Hut until the 
tion. Theopen numbering of the tickets present system shall be amended in thi* 
when deposited, and the writing of the particular the secret ballot must be PP- 
name of the voter upon the ballot before, tained, because the great political parties 
places a check upon the election oflicer, will gamble with each other, and their 
and prevents his subsecluent violation of work must be done, to a certain extent, 
rhe law and frustration of the voice of the in secret. It must be somewhat hidden 
people. If the Convention shall deter- and disguised, not pursued openly in the 
mine not to compel the name of the voter face of day. I am content, therefore, to 
to be written on the ballot, I hope the ob- retain secret voting in our system of elec- 
ject we have in view will be at least ac- tions, at least until that system can be sub- 
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stantially and fundamentally changed, 
because, in my judgment, it affords some 
protection to the humbler classes of so- 
c+cty. It shields them, to a certain ex- 
tent, from the grasp of power, and ren- 
ders them more independent than they 
wxld otherwise be. Many a man would 
IF coerced or otherwise improperly influ- 
cncod if secret voting were now wholly 
abolished. 

1 do not agree with the gentleman from 
Philadelphia, (Mr. Woodward,) who last 
addressed the Convention on this side the 
fall, in regard to viva vote voting. I think 
t!rat there are evils in its exercise to which 
his attention has not been directed, and 
that the abolition of the ballot at present, 
as our elections are constituted, would be 
productive of mischief to an extent of 
\rhich he has no adequate conception. 

Mr. HAY. I move that the committee 
tire, report progress and ask leave to sit 
:@Il. 

The motion was agreed to. 

IN COHVENTIOS. 

The committee then rose, and the Prcsi- 

dent pro tern., Mr. Walker, resumed the 
chair. 

Mr. LAWREX~E, chairman of the com- 
mittee of the whole, reported progres+ 
and asked leave for the committee to sit 
again, which was granted, and to-morrow 
was named as the time. 

THE EASTERN PENITESTIhRT. 

Mr. HANNA. I ask leave to present an 
invitation from the Board of Inspectors of 
the Eastern Penitentiary of Pennsylvania 
for the membersot the Convention tovisit 
that institution. 

Leave was granted, and the imitation 
was then read. 

Mr. CORSON. I move the invitation be 
accepted with the thanks of the Conven- 
tion. 

The motidn was agreed to. 
Mr. W~~EERY. I move the Convention 

do now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The Convention thereupon, at two 

o’clock P. M., adjourned. 

. 

. 
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FORTY-THIRD DAY. 

FRIDAY, I%Tir~ary 14, 1873. 
The Convention met at eleven, A. M. 
Prayer was offered by Rev. .Jas. W. 

Curry. 

JOIJRNAJs. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings 
was read and approved, 

PROHIBITION. 

Mr. TURRELL presented a petition from 
certain citizens of Susquehanna county, 
asking for the insertion of a clause in the 
Constitution prohibiting the manufacture 
and sale of intoxicating liquors, which 
was referred to the Committee on Legis- 
lation. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. LA~IBERTON asked and obtained 
leave of absence for Mr. Funck, for a few 
days from to-morrow. 

Mr. COLLINS asked and obtained leave 
of absence for 1Mr. Joseph Baily, for a 
.few days. 

Mr. COCHRAN asked and obtained 
leave of absence for Mr. Baer, for a few 
days. 

Mr. CHAS. A. BLACK asked and ob- 
tained leave of absence for Mr. Ewing. 

Mr. COCHRAN asked and obtained leave 
of absence for himself, for a few days. 

Mr. BROWN asked and obtained leave 
of absence for Mr. S. A. Provianco. 

Mr. W&I. H. SMITH asked and obtained 
leave of absence for Mr. Stewart, fur a 
few days from to-day. 

Mr. LILLY asked and obtained leave of 
absence for Mr. John M. Bailey, for a few 
days. 

Mr. LILLY. Mr. President: I would 
ask leave of absence for the balance of 

. the Convention, for to-morrow. 

LEGISLATIVE APPORTIONi,KENT. 

Mr. NEWLIN offered the following, 
which was read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Execurive : 

The Governor may approve any appro- 
priation, or disapprove any other appro- 
priation, in the same bill. In such case 

he shall, in signing the bill, designate 
the appropriations disapproved and shall’ 
retnrn the copy of such appropriations, 
with his objections, to the House in which 
the bill shall have originated, and the 
same proceedings shall then be had as in 
case of other bills disapproved by the 
Governor. 

Mr. MOTT offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read and referred to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Mining, 
Manufacruresand Commerce: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Agri- 
culture, ~Mi’niog, Manufactures and Com- 
merce be requested to take into consid- 
eration the propriety of reporting a section 
prohibiting any inoorporated company 
organized for mining purposes, or PO&- 
sessiug mining privileges, from holding, 
owning, or possessing the soil or surface 
right of more than one thousand acres of 
land at any one rime, exclusive of land 
held for right of way for railroad pm- 
poses by due appropriation of law. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. BOWMAN off’ered the followil:g 
resolution which was read: 

Resolved, That when this Convention 
adjourns to-day it will be to meet at tPn 
o’clock A. M. on Monday next. 

The question being, shall the Conren- 
tion proceed to the second reading and 
consideration of the resolution, the yeas 
and nays were required. by Mr. Hay anri 
Mr. Lawrence, and were as follow, viz: 

YEAS. 

Messrs. addicks, Ainey, Baer, Bailey. 
(Huntingdon,) Bannan, Barclay, Bar- 
tholomew, Beebe, Black, Charles A., 
Bowman, Brodhead, Broomall, Carson, 
Curtin, Dunning, Elliott, Ellis, Ewing, 
Fell, Fuuck, Hanna, Harvey, Hemphill. 
Lilly, M’Camant, Mann, Metzder, New- 
lin, Niles, Palmer, G. IV., Parsons, Rooke. 
Bunk, Sharpe, Simpson, Stanron, Struth- 
ers, Temple, Walker, Wetherill, J. %I., 
Wherry, White, Harry and \Vorroll-4.:. 
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NAYS. 

Yessrs.Acl~enbacb,Alricks,Baily,(Per- 
ry,) Boyd, Brown, Carter, Clark, Collins, 
Corbett,Craig, Cronmiller, Darlington,De. 
France, Edwards, Guthrie, Hay, Haz- 
zard, Hopkins, Horton, Howard, Kaine, 
Lamberton, Landis, Lawrence, M’Allis- 
ter M’Clean MacConnell, M’Culloch, 
Ms]cVeagb, Jiantor, Mott, Patterson, T. 

. fI. B;, Patton, Porter, Reynolds, James 
L., Russell, Smith, H. G., Smith, W. H. 
Turrell, Wetberill, John Price, White, 
David N., and White, J. W. F.-U. 

So the resolution was again ruad. 
ABSENT OR NOT VOTINQ. - >iesSXS. 

Andrews, Armstrong, Baker, Bardsley, 
Biddle, Black, J. S., Buckalew, Campbell, 
Carey, Cassidy, Church, Cocbran, Curry, 
Cupler, Dallas, Davis, Dirumick, Dodd, 
Finney, Fulton, Gibson, Gilpiu, Gowen, 
Hall, Heverin, Hunsicker, Knigbt, Lear, 
Littleron, Long, M’Murry, Minor, Palm- 
er, H. W., Patterson, D. W., Pughe, Pur- 
man, Purviance, John N., Purviance, 
Samuel, .4., Read, John R., Reed, An- 
drew, Reynolds, S. H., Ross, Smith, 
Henry W., Stewart, Van Reed, Wood- 
ward, Wright and Meredith, Pre.sident 
-48. 

Nr. NEWLIN. Mr. President : I move 
to strike out ‘(ten,” and insert “eleven.” 

Mr. BOWMAN. Nr. President : I would 
say to the gentleman - 

Mr. LILLY. -Mr. President : I rise to a 
point of order. This resolution is not de- 
batable, accordiug to a rule adopted last 
week. 

Mr. BOWMAN. Mr. President: I am 
not going to debate it. ‘%ufIicient unto 
the d+y is the evil thereof.” I merely 
intended to say that if the gentleman 
from Pbjladelphia (Mr. Newlin) had been 
in his.%& yesterday, he would have as- 
certaiaed that the Convention determined 
that on and after Monday next it would 
open its sessions at ten o’clock. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President : Let me 
inform the gentleman that I was in my 
seat in this Convention all day yesterday, 
andvoted upon that particular resolution, 
and it is exactly the result of that vote 
that I am auxious to get rid of. 

The question being upon the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Newlin, it was re- 
jected. 

The question then recurring upon the 
resolution, as offered by Mr. Bowman, 

. 

the yeas and nays were required by Mr. 
Hopkins and Mr.‘Edmards, aud were as 
follow, viz : 

Y E A 8 . 
Messrs. Addicks, Ainey, Basr, Bai- 

ley. (Huuriupdon,) Baker, Bannan, Bar- 
clay, Bartholomew, Riddle, Bowlnan, 
Brodhead, Broomall, Brown, Cochran, 
Carson, Cortin, Dunning Elliott, Ellis, 
Ewing, Funck, Harvey, Hemphill, 
Knight, Lilly, M’Camant, Mauri,, Metz- 
ger, Niles, Parsons, Patton, Reed, John 
R., Runk, Simpson, Stanton, Struthers, 
Walker, Wetberlll, J. M., Wherry and 
White, Harry-41. 

NAYS. 

Messrs. Achenbach, Alricks, Bailg, 
(Perry,) Beebe, Bopd, Campbell, Carter, 
Collins, Corbett, Craig, Cornmiller, Dar- 
lington, DeFrance, Edwards, Fell, Gil- 
pin, Guthrie, Hay, Hazzard, Hopkins, 
Horton, Howard, Kaine, Lamberton, 1 .an- 
dis, Lawrence, M’Allister, M’Clean, >Iao 
Connell, M’Culloch, MacVeagb, Mantor, 
Minor, Mott, Newlin, Patterson, T.H. B., 
Porter, Reynolds, James L., Russell, 
Sharpe, Smith, H. G. Smith, W. H., 
Temple, Turrell, Wetherill, Jno. Price, 
White, David N., While, J. W. F. arId 
and Worrel1-X 

So the resolution was rejected. 
ABSENT OR NOT VOTlNQ.-MeSSrS -4~ 

drews, Armstrong, Bardsley, Black, 
Charles A., Black, J. S., Buckalew; 
Carer, Cassidy, Church, Clark, Curry, 
Cuyler, Dallas, Davis, Dimmick, Dodd, 
Finney, Fulton, Gibson, Gowen, Hall, 
Hanna, Heverin, Hunsicker, Lear, Lit- 
tleton, Long, M’Murray, Palmer, G. W., 
Palmer, H. W., Pattersoa, D. W., Pughe, 
Purman, Purviancs, John N., Purviance, 
Samuel A., Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, S. 
HI., Kooke, Ross, Smith, Henry W., 
Stewart, Van Reed, Woodward, Wrigbr 
:*nd htereditb, President-49. 

T11E FRANKLIN KEFORMATORY HOi,lE. 

The PRESIDENTPP~ lem. laid before the 
Convention an invitation from the dircc- 
tors of the Frmklin Reformatory Home 
for Inebriates, requesting the attendance 
of the members at the annual celebration 
to be held at the Academy of Music. 

RESIGNATION OF HON. SAXUEL E. Dl31- 
I&ICI<. 

Mr. MACVIAGH. I rise, Mr. Presi- 
dent, to present the resignation, as a me),+ 
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her of this Convention, of the Hon. Sam- 
uel E. Dimmick, the present Attorqey 
General of the State. When it is read, it 
will be observed by the Convention that 
it bears date of the 22d of January last. I 
trust I may be permitted to stato that it 
was written on that day, and has been in 
my possession ever since. It was not 
sooner presented to the Convention be- 
cause of the deference Mr. Dimmick en- 
tertainpd towards many distinguished 
members of this body, who differed from 
him upon the matter of his resignation, 
and especially towards the Committee on 
Legislation, of which he was a member. 
I ought to say, after fully considering all 
the reasons that were presented to him, 
Mr. Dimmick retains the opinion he first 
formed, that he ought to resign his posi- 
tion as a member of the Convention, and 
that from the beginning I have concurred 
in his judgment. I have made these re- 
marks simply to explain the seeming dis- 
crepanoy in the date of the resignation. I 
trust, therefore, it will be unanimously 
accepted. 

The ~RESIDEET pro tern. The resigna- 
tion will be read. 

The CLERK read, as follows : 
PHILADELPHIA, January22,1573. 

Hon. WN. M. MERE~TH, 
President Constitutional Convention : 

SIR : Permit me, through you, to tonder 
to the Constitutional Convention my re- 
signation as a member thereof. 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 

Your obed’t serv’t, 
S.IMUEL E. DIMMICK. 

Mr. MANTOR. I move to lay the re- 
signation on the table. 

Mr. AINEY. Mr. Pesident : I move 
to amend the motion, by accepting the 
resignation and referring the subject of 
filling the vacancy to the delegates se- 
lected at large, on the same ticket with 
Mr. Dimmick. 

Mr. MANTOR. I accept the modifica- 
tion. 

Mr. JOHN R. READ. Mr. President: 
As the gentleman accepts the modifica- 
tion, I desire to renew the motion to lay 
the resignation on the table. In making 
this motion, I propose, if it is adopted, to 
incrodnce a resolution, reqnesting Mr. 
Dimmick to withdraw his resignation, 
and I think I can safely say, rhat I ex- 

press the sentiments of the committee of 
which I have the honor to be a member. 
Mr. Dilnmick has been present during 
the deliberations of the coulmirtee, and 
has discharged his duty as faithfully as 
the duties of his official position permit- 
ted. I do not believe the mere fdct, that 
the gentleman occupies a distinguished 
position as the Attorpey General of this 
State, disqualities him entireiy from dis- , 
charging the duties incumbent upon a 
member of this Convention. In cxpress- 
ing these sentiments, I think I give utter- 
ance to the views of every member of the 
Committee on Legislation. I hope, there- 
fore, the Convention will not acquiesce in 
the request of Mr. Dimmick, which I be- 
lieve is actuated only by a sense of honor, 
but that the resignation will be laid on 
the table, and a resolution passed request- 
ing Mr. Dinrmick to withdraw his rcsig- 
nation, and to participate in the deliberd- 
tions of th& Convention as often as he cau 
consistently with the discharge of his 
other public duties. 

Mr. TURRELL. Mr. President : I call 
for the reading ofthe letter of resign:lti<nl, 
as Iapprehend it may contain the views 
of Mr. Dimmick upon this quesriou. 

The PRESIDENT pro tern. The Clerk 
will read the letter of resignation. 

The resignation of Mr. Dimmick was 
again read. 

Mr. TURRELL. Mr. President : I desire 
to say, that I have been informed that 
Mr. Gimmick has expressed the opinion, 
that he cannot legally discharge the do- 
ties of an officer of this Commonwealth 
and a member of the Convention at the 
same time, and that it was with this view 
he has forwarded his letter of resignatiorr. 
I asked for the reading of the letter, think- 
ing it might probably contain some es- 
pression of opinion in regard to the sub- 
ject. I find, however, that it does not. 

Mr. DARLINQTON. Mr. President: I 
have only to say that I disagree entirely 
with the gentlemen from Philadelphia 
(Mr. JohnR. Read) that Mr. Dimmick 
should be requested to withdraw his 
resignation and to attend to his duties in 
the Convention and at the same time he 
expected to discharge the duties of At- 
torney General. I think this is a question 
which Mr. Dimmick is better capable of 
deciding than the Convention. I do not 
think, if I may be allowed to indulge 
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the sugeestion, that Ihe members of the 
Convention are of the opinion that any 
man, however exalted his talents may be, 
can disch:lrge the duties of two offices at 
the same titue. 

Mr. NILES. Mr. President: I desire to 
say to the Convention that I s:\w Ur. 
Dimmick yesterday at Harrisburg and he 
informed me precisely what has been 
stated here-thnt he had written his 
resignatiou some time since and that it 
had been in the hands of the gentlernan 
from Dauphin (Mr. Mao Veagh ) He 
stated he h;td fully considered the ques- 
tion, and, while he thanked the mem- 
bers of the Convention fqr the honor they 
proposed to confer upon him, his own 
sense of duty prrcluded him, under any 
circumstar:ces, from serving as a member 
of the Convention. 

Mr. U. A. BLACK. Mr. President: I 
suppose when a Illember of this Conven- 
tion resigns it becomes a question for 
himself alone to d&de. I cannot see 
how the c’onveution car, interfere with 
the wishes of any person in the matter, 
or compel auy one to remain as a member 
after he has formally tendered his resig- 
nation. 

Mr. nfAC VEAGH. Mr. President: I 
only desire to add in connection with my 
previous relllarks that the view taken by 
the AttornHy General and by other grn- 
tlemen iu the Conventiou is this: The 
present Atrornry General was elected a 
member of the Convention when he held 
no other office whatever. Subsequent to 
his election and nfrer his entrance upon 
ids dutirs asa urctluber ofthe Convcntlon, 
though at the rime he was elected the 
people did not conteulplate his a(*cep- 
Lance of their c~flicr, he hxs felt it his duty 
to aoce1& the posItian of Attorlley General 
of the *late. 111 view of this fact, Mr. 
Dimmis.k feels of course thnt he ought 
to resign the office to whirl1 he was 
elected, ar,d that his acceptance of the 
office of Attor1IRy General is to some ex- 
tent incoltlpatihle with the ciischar;re of 
his dutirs ah a membrr of the Convenrion. 
Inasrnucll as be has t;lken nrarly three 
weeks 10 g,onaider Lhe entire matter nnd 
still adhrrec to his opinion after !iarening 
to the suggeslious of eminent and dla- 
tinguiabecl mru,tlrrrof the Cclnvrl tion. I 
trust that the motiou to lay thr resigna- 
Lion upon the table will be wirhllrrwn 

and that it will be unanimously scaepted. 
The subject of fiiiiug the vacancy can 
then be referred to the fourteen delegates 
at large first named in the Governor’s 
proclamation convening the Convention. 

Mr. PATTON. Mr. Presiderit: I will 
simply state that I am in favor of arcept- 
ing tbe resignation of Mr. Dimtnick, if he 
is in earnex about the matter, of which I 
have no doubt he is. 

Mr. ICAINE. Mr. President: Tam snme- 
what surprised at the question which has 
been raised here as to the ability or want 
of aldllty upon the part of a lrlelllber 
of this Conreution to resign. Certainly, 
this Convention has no control of that. 
It is entirely a matter with the delegate 
himseif. When a man hecotues a mrmber 
of this Conveutiou, after he has been 
electrd and sworn as a membrr of this 
body, he does not become bound, any 
further thau 10 dis&srge his duties as a 
member of the Convention, with tidslitg, 
and he may, I apllrehend, at any momrnt 
he cholces,sllrrender theprlsitiou he hlllds 
to the people of the State, the glvernulent 
or this Convention. I think all a metn- 
ber has to do is to make his resignation 
in writing and let it be presented tll this 
b<>dy and laid on our table, and I think 
the connection between the Convention 
and himself is at an end. He is a free 
man. 

By the act of Assembly under which 
this Convention is called, provisiaLn is 
made for filling all vacartclrs which map 
occur wlthln this body. Itd~ws not Hay by 
death, resignatiakn or otherwise; bllt, of 
course, it meaus that. I hold th-lt no vote 
is newswry to allow a resiynxtinn 10 take 
efTect, althouzh I aru perfectly willing, 
for one, to give the unanimous consent of 
this Collvention to acraept the resizllntion 
of tbogelltl6~rnan from Wayne, (\Ir. Dirn- 
mirbk, j bur I insist that no vote upon that 
questl#Jn isnecessary. Theresigllatiorl of 
the pantleltlan from Wayne, preserlre*c by 
the ~c~rltlem;cn from D;iuphiu, (Mr. X:x 
Veagh,) severs his conuection with this 
body and 11~ is a free mau now, and there 
is a vacancy in this Conveution to be 
iiiled. 

Mr. CORBETT. Mr. President: My re- 
coliecrlou c)f rha proceeding+ of this on- 
vention at Harrisburg, is th it th,s v ‘ry 
q!lestion callie b-fore the Carnve. tion 
there under the aoceptance of une of the 
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resignations there offered, and the Presi- 
dent of this body ruled that it was un- 
necessary for the Convemian to accept a 
resignation, that being a matter of right, 
and that the only motion that was neces- 
sary was to refer it to the proper delegation 
to 811 the vacancy. That is my recoilec- 
tion of the decision of the chair then. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair would 
state that if it was left to the Chair to de- 
cide, his decision would be that a gentle- 
man has a right to resign, and his resig- 
nation sent TO the President would be 
final. Eut this has taken another course, 
and the Chair will not interfere with that 
course. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President : I ask, 
as a question of order, whether a morion 
to lay the question on the table is debata- 
ble ? 

The PRESIDEBT. The gentleman from 
Potter (Mr. Mann) has the floor, and the 
Chair does not desire him to be interrupted 
at present. If the gentleman from York 
will renew his question of order when the 
gentleman from Potter concludes, the 
Chair will decide it. 

Mr. MANN. There is a motion now 
pending, as I understand ir, LO lay this 
motion on the table. I hope that motion 
will not be withdrawn. I do not know 
how other delegares feel, but I tell the 
gentleman from Dauphin (Mr. Mac 
Veagh) that there cannot be a unanimous 
vote to accept this resignation. For one, 
I do not propose to give any such vote my- 
self, and for these reasons : The gentle- 
man from Wayne (Mr. Dimrnick) was 
elected by the entire people of Pennsylva- 
nia to serve as their representative in this 
Convention. Now, there has been no 
suggestion made that the office which he 
has since accepted renders him at all dis- 
qualified to discharge the duties which 
have been imposed upon him. No gen- 
tleman here undertakes to give any rea- 
son why he cannot now discharge all the 
duties which he took upon himself when 
he accepted his seat in this body. The 
office of Attorney General, instead of dis- 
qualifying him, adds to his ability to serve 
rhe people, and the people of Pennsylva- 
nia have a right to his services. And, 
Mr. President, I undertake to say here in 
my seat in this Convention, that if the 
Convention will lay this resignation upon 
the table, that the gentleman from Wayne 

will serve the people in the capacity of a 
delegate in this body, notwithstanding 
rhis resignation which has been oEered 
here this morning. The people have a 
right to hisservices. They delegated hint 
to represent them upon this floor, and, 
for one, I will not consent that thirteen 
of the delegates who were upon the same 
ticket with himself, shall step between 
the people and their representative to fill 
the place to which he was elected by the 
people. The act of Assembly, under 
which these gentlemen, who are his asso- 
ciates on the ticket, were authorized to 
fill a vacancy, never contemplated any 
such process as this. It simply contem- 
plated vacancies which should occurfrom 
death or something of that kind. It 
never contemplated that a gentleman 
eiected by the entire people should with- 
draw from this body, and that thirteen 
other delegates should substitute some 
other gentleman for him. 

I trust this motion to lay on the table 
will not prevail. 

Mr. CORBGTT. Mr. President: I xise 
to a point of order, that the resignation is 
a matter of right. 

The PRESIDGNT. The question before 
the ConvenLlon is to lay the motion on 
the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is now 
on acccgring the resignation, and refer- 
ring the vacancy to the thirteen ocher 
delegates at large. 

Mr. Hom~xxs. Mr. President : I call 
for a division of the question, to separate 
the acceptance from rho reference. 

The PRESIDENT. The question will be 
so divided, and the question is on the 
acceptance of the resignation. 

Upon this a dix3sion was called, which 
resulted sixty-seven in the affirmative 
and five in cbe negative. So the resigna- 
tion was accepted. 

The PRESIDENT. The question now is 
on referring the resigoation to the dele- 
gares at large. 

Mr.Tun~fl~L. Mr. President: Inau- 
swer to the gentleman from Potter, (Mr. 
Mann,) whoopposes this reference, I wish 
to call the attention of the Convention to 
the act of Assembly which constituted this 
Convention, which makes provision for 
exactly that reference. 
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Mr. AINEY. Mr. President. The mo- seminary of learning ; nor while kept in 
tion is to refer this resignation to the any poor house or other asylnm; nor 
delegates elected at large upon the same while confined in any public prison. J+o- 
ticket with Mr. Dimmick. vided, That when any studeot shall 

The PRESIDEKT. That is the motion. have wholly abandoned his former resi- 
The motion was agreed to. dence, he may acquire a new residence as 

CHANQE OF REFER%NCl?. any ocher citizen. 

Nr. NEWLIN. Mr. President: I of- THE PUBLIC LEDGER ALXANAC. 

fered this morning a resolution authoriz- Mr. ADDICKS. Mr. President : With 
ing the Executive to approve appropria- your permission I desire to present on 
lion bills in part, which I understood was the part of Mr. George W. Childs, pro- 
referred to the Committee on the Execu. prietor of the P~cblic Ledger, one hundred 
tire. I understand that the subject mat- and fifty copies of his valuable Ledger 
ter embraced in that resolution has been Almanac for the use of the officers and 
considered in the Committee on Legisla- members of the House. 
tion. 1 therefore ask that it be referred Mr. DARLIN~TON. Mr. President: I 
to that Committee. move that they are accepted with the 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair desires to . thanks of the Convention. 
state that it has also been considered in 
the Committee to which it was referred, 
and a report was made out. I mentioned 
that at the time, but I will refer it as de- 
sired by the gentleman from Philadal- 
phia. 

TEE CENTENNIAL. 

Mr. Jxo. PRICE WETHERILL. Nr. 
President : Are resolutions in order? 

The PRESIDENT. They are not in order. 
Mr. JNO. PRICE WETHEBILL. Then I 

ask unanimous leave to introduce a reso- 
lution. 

Unanimous consent was given, and Mr. 
Wetherill offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was twice read, and agreed to. 

Re.roZwed, That the use of this Hall be 
given, on Wednesday evening aext., to 
the Centennial Committee of citizens of 
Philadelphia, for the purpose of holding 
a meeting with reference to the Centeu- 
ninl Exposition. 

REPORTFROM THE COMXITTEE ON SUF- 
FRAU% 

Mr. M'.~LLISTER. Mr. President: I 
beg leave to present the third snppl+ 
mentary and partial report fro111 the 
Committee on Suffrage, Election and 
Representation : 

For the purpose of voting, no person 
shall be deemed to have gained a rrsi- 
dence by reason of his presence, or 10s~ it 

by reason of his absence, while employed 
in the service, either civil or military, of 
the State or United States; nor while en- 
zaged in the navigation of the waters of 
the State or of the United States, or on the 
high seas; nor while a student of any 

Which was agreed to. 
Mr. LANDIS. Mr. President: I would 

state, as chairman of the select committee 
appointed by the House to proceed to 
Harrisburg and represent this Conven- 
tion at the funeral ceremonies of Govsr- 
nor Geary, that the committee proceeded 
to that city and were by a vote of the Sen- 
ate requested to participate with them in 
observing the usual obsequies on such 
occasions. The committee having dis- 
charged their duties and participated in 
these ceremonies, with this brief verbal 
report I request that the committee be 
discharged. 

Mr. BAKER. Mr. President: I move 
that the committee be discharged with 
the thanks of the Convention. 

The motion was agreed to. 

COYMITTEE OF THE WROLE. 

The Convention then resolved itself 
into committee of the whole, Mr. Law 
rence in the chair. 

THE FORM OF BALLOT. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question before 
the committee is the amendment to the 
amendment offered by the gentleman 
f>orn Somerset, (Mr. Baer,) as modified 
by the gentleman from Fayette (Mr. 
Kaine.) 

The amendments will be read. 
Mr. MAC VEAU11. Mr. Chairman : 

.\lay I ask that the original section be 
rend ? 

The CEAIRMAN. That will be read 
also. 

The CLERK. The sectiou under con 
sideration is : 
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SECTIOW 2. All elections of the ciGzens 
shall be by ballot. The ballorsv~&eri may 
be optn or secret, as the elector shall pre- 
fer, tind they shall be nu!libered by Ihe 
ulection officers when rtrceived. Exch 
oleccor shltll write his name upon his 
ballot or cause it to be written thereon. 
and attested for him by another elector 
which shall not be an rlecrion offi~cr. 

It is proposed co amend, bp striking 
out that section and insert as follows : 

SECTION 2. In all elections by the peo- 
ple the electors shall vote by ballot, in a 
manner prescribe<1 by law. 

It is further proposed to amend, by 
striking out the amendmeut aud insert 
as follows : 

All elevations of the citizens shall be by 
bsllot, and no ballot shall contain the 
name or names of candidates for more 
than one office. Persons acting in rrp- 
resentattre cspacitiesshall vote vivn vote. 

Mr. PATTON. Mr. C,hairman : As rhe 
Ccmmittre on >uffrapeatld Ele, tions haye 
substantially recotnmeuded the mode of 
VOhl& in accordalIce wirh a rcsrjlution 
which I had the honor to present 20 111s 
Convention, while in session at Harris- 
burg, I ret-1 called upon to o&r a few re- 
marks in supwrt of their recommen- 
darion. 

RI? resolution recommended voting by 
open t~allot c,nly, but the report of Ihe 
coulmitler leavt s it olstlonal with the voLer 
to vote either an opt-n or secret bal,oc. 

The objet t of the framers of rhe present 
Conhtitutlon, in adopting secret vc&ing or 
the c11 s+,d ballot, was to enable voters, 
whr) were drper,dent upon others. to vote 
illdeptlid. rrtly of art)itrary or coercive in- 
fluellc,er ; but it is well known th;tt hom- 
evrr just HII~ politic that laudable provi- 
sion w,,s origillally, its <abject 1~1s utierly 
f tiled in uboueru practl(*e, in cn,nsequcnce 
of the d!fYerenuc in the types al113 p;~per 
UI,OII wlu~:n the di% reut par’titas prilit 
their re-prctlve tickets. In fbct the dif- 
fcrwuc ii(.kels irrr WJ easily disrjlrguisbcd 
frown one another, that a clerk or olher 
offi er of thn rleCLio1t cm kctrp the run of 
thr voee~, MI ns to 1~ able 10 arinour~an to 
hi*p lrlIs.L(I f iends the rrau.t 18frho voting 
b ,li)rr the VOWS are ofli~~~.Jly corlnted. 
‘l’h- part~snt\ leadrrs of opl~osln~ parries 
gew rail) sele1.t thv ir !y!x+ and Ipaper w.th 
ttur view, ill ortIer to delcor v.,te,s who, 
~10.*1 cunsc~entious convictiunr, vute 

against the pa-tp discipline of their re- 
specrive pdrties. I would favtpr open 
voting, because secret voting is often used 
3s N cover for fAlsehoo~i a~,d dissirnula- 
tion ; but as there are many persons who, 
frlsrrl the Glrce of h,lbit, are parrial to se- 
cret vcbring, I will make no caprious op- 
position to irs being left IO thr.ir op,‘!4,n to 
vole so: and in reply to thr.objection that 
this mode of voting virrually destro-s se- 
cret voting, I would say that no olle can 
tell how a person has voted who votes a 
closed ballot, except the o&era of the 
elrclion, when the)7 conle to countlllg the 
votes, and, by crtactrtlent of the Legisla- 
turn, those cjfficers can be sworn to secrecy. 

The committee recommerid the limita- 
\tion of election dis:ricts Lo the number 
of 200 voters. This is a wl*e limitntion. 
because voters are better known to each 
other, and can be easier irldcutificil it: 
srr~all than in large flistricts, arid i6 
would, therefore, feicilitate the detecrion 
of lllogitl Voters and rrpe:*trrs, and re- 
duce Lhe scale of attempte#r ballot-box 
manipuiatiou*, and the power given to 
the (aourts, to confibrrn the large election 
districts to that limit, is jndicio\ls and 
c(Invellient, for the people inmledlstely 
interested in the reduc,tion. III large 
election districts the duties of the elec- 
tion officers are very onerous, and in 
some disirlcls rhey are ucraf~ted u11t11 
long after midrlight in courltin:: and 
t;ilryil:g the votes, from which todicius 
aud cotltining labor they will glddly he 
relieved. 

For numerous reasons, Mr. Chairman, 
I am, tiecideqlly, iu f.lvor of every voter 
h;~vir~g his nmue endorsed upon his til:k- 
ets, in his orvn halluwrittng, wlrh the 
number of the ticket cG,rrespondinp with 
the ~lumbrr upposite the name of lhe 
voter, endorseu on it, luy the clerks of the 
elactlon. 

First, Because it woold be an incen: 
tive to the youth of the rising generation 
to acquire an educatirnl, and even to 
a~lulrs of the prosrnt generation to learn 
ttk read mu write, altnough it might have 
temporMly ~lisfranuhised a few worthy 
men, who have not hact the bel&elit of an 
elementary etiucation, and consequezltly 
cou,d not vote as intelliyelhtly as those 
who have been nlore favored ; yet, I 
thotlghc the incentive to ie;rrn toread sod 
write would more than cuunterbaluuce 
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so limited a privation; and those who 
would have been disfranchised, could 
have recovereli their lost boons hy a lit- 
tle assiduity in learning to write their 
names. I think edul*acion, alone, would 
be a good qualilic;rtion tlr the elective 
franchise, for without it no one can 
properly understand the character of the 
governnlcrrt uncler which he lives, or ap- 
!)reciate the measures and policy of par- 
ties seeking the control of its operations. 
I believe the ability to read and write is 
a basis of vorirlg in some of the other 
States. The illiteratevoter is liable to be 
impl)sed upon, by unscrupulous persons, 
in the exercise of his right of suffrage. 
But the colnlnittee have ailowed the 
nanlps of those voters who cannot write 
to be placed upon their ticketa by others, 
which, so far as it reg;lrds that class of 
voters, is also a safe means of protecting 
the purltv of the bidlot-box agninsc the 
raid of the stuffrr; and as only a smsll 
olassof persons Hre atfected by t, I yield 
my predilections to their berter j udgment. 

Under the present system of voting a 
corr~~pt officer of the electlon, having 
charue of the ballot-bflx over night. can, 
by rhrowing out the votes for the candi- 
dates of one parry, and by subatitutlng 
those for tne (nandidates of another party, 
suppress the expre2;sed will of thou%ands 
of freeltlen, and subject legitlm ate ma- 
jorities to tile st<Jm aomin.iti<~n of cor- 
rupt minorities, wir,hout any clue to his 
detection ; rhlls de&oying the great car- 
dillal principle on which our rebmbiic 
rests--the ollmipotrnuy of m.ljorities. 
Th;lt tilis villiAny is practiced in many 
parts of this Commonwralth to an alarm- 
ing extent is a deplorable fact. 

With this prerequisite in voting, of 
having rhe name and number on the 
ticket, no ticket can be abstracted from 
the taallot-box, and no additional tit.ket 
can bt! put into It wIthout e.+sy and cer- 
tsin derecriorl. If it shcjuid be done the 
tally Imps would show whose tickers bad 
berti ab.tr;~ctatl ; and if others should bo 
gut in the ballot-box, in placbe of those 
abstracted from it, the names of the voters 
of the abutrdcted ti(.kers, and the numbers 
on them, would have to be fi~rged upon 
the subztrtuted tickets, in order to give 
than rhe apyear,lncse of being genuine; 
and, in that case, (be voters of the ab- 
srracted tickets and theclerks of the elec- 

tion could prove the forgeries. And, be- 
sides thrt, the forgers would not have 
time to f)rre any conyiderable nnmber of 
names and numbers on the tickets, as 
fijrgrrp is necessarily a very slow opera- 
tion ; and, moreover, adepts or experts at 
forging are rarelytobe found. and iffound 
they would be fastidiously cautiousabout 
takinr rhn risk of the consequences with 
sucsh Facilities for their easy and pertain 
detecrion, conviction and punishment. 

In the case of contested elections these 
endorsements w,mld graatly facilitateand 
expedite the finding and identifying of 
each man’s ticket. It would also be a 
means of detrccing pm-sons who might be 
bribed by contestants to swear that they 
had Coted against the person whom they 
h;td voted for: but without t.hc*se elldorse- 
mentn they ran do so without the least 
hazard of detection, because the printed 
tickets (>f each party are all alike. and 
withont an.vthing upon them to tiisrin- 
guish one from another. and therefore no 
one of them can be identilied as Ihe vote 
of an,vbodp, and consrqnenrly no m;tin can 
swear to the ticket he voted. Thns you 
see how these crimin:d manipulators 
would be headed off, at every turn, by 
these recorded sentinels on the bacaks of 
the rickets. In short, with this mode of 
votitjg in force. hour ‘Lrepe;~t~rs” and 
pour “ ballot-box stuffers ” may well ex- 
claim : 9las ! our occupation is gone. 

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, I will 
only sap that I am oppoeed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from S8,mersct, 
(Mr. Biter,) and I holIe the rrport of tho 
committee will be adopted by the Con- 
ventilbn. Then. sir, in rn~ judgment, wo 
may hope to obtain a fair and honest ex- 
pression of the people at the polls. 

Mr. TALLY. Mr. Chairman : I do not 
inten<i to inflict a speech upon the Con- 
vrnrilm, but I feel that the subject is of 
the preatrst iruportance of any that wo 
h,tve had befilre the Convention. The 
alnendrnmt offered by my friend from 
Sotuersrt (My. Baer) is one thnt I think 
this Convmtion never ought to adopt. I 
think that the cutting up of rickets has 
caused more trouble, confusion and cor- 
ruption in our counrrg than anything 
&Je. When I had the hnnor of being a 
member of the Lerislature, twrnty-two 
years aggb, then being a menlbar of the 
democratic party from Carbon and Le- 
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high counties, I had a special law passed 
for Carbon connty, to allow her electors 
to vote by slip tickets. From that time 
to this we have continued so to vote, and 
I have the first complaint to hear from it. 
Every voter in our county thinks it is 
the best thing possible. Our neighbors 
across the line, in Luzerne county, who 
hare to cut up their tickets, complain of 
it constantly. They say to us: You 
have a very easy, pleasant way of voting. 
A year ago last fall some of the citizens of 
lhat county assured me that they had 
twenty-seven ballot-boxes before the elec- 
tion officers to count, for twenty-seven 
difi’erent offices to be filled ; and I know 
that in several election districts hundreds 
of votes were excluded because athey 
could not take in the votes fast enoogh. 
If the recommendation of the committee 
is not to be carried out, I prefer that the 
law should stand just as it is. When I 
was appointed on that committee, I was 
approached by a great number of my 
acquaintances among the members of the 
Convenlion, and by persons outside of the 
Convention, in direrent partsof the State. 
I was assured that the committee that I 
was placed upon was one of the most im- 
portant committees in the Convention. 
6i Why?” “Because you are to uproot 
these corruptions at the elections ; ” and 
I believe that every other member of that 
committee was approached in the same 
way. And when we assembled in the 
committee room this was one of the very 
first things that we took up. This was 
the first subject that was discussed, and 
we unanimously agreed that that wasone 
of our means of destroying this corrup- 
tion, if it was possible to destroy it ; and 
we did not have a single dissenting vote 
or voice on that question. 

When we took that question up we 
listened to all the different complaints 
that came to us from one part of the State 
and the other, and we attempted to apply 
what a majority ‘of us thought was the 
proper remedy for these evils. We dis- 
cussed the matter in every’ point and in 
every way, and when this very section 
was before the committee the subject of 
secrecy was discussed thoroughly. While 
nearly all of us were in favor of secrecy, 
we came to the conclusion that secrecy 
could not be kept entirely inviolate with- 
out destroying purity. Then the question 

presented itself to the members of the 
committee whether we ought to have 
purity or entire secrecy, and we con- 
cluded that purity was better than se- 
crecy. We turned the matter over in com- 
mittee, looked at it in every shape, in all 
the ways possible ; and my colleague upon 
the committee, the gentleman from 
Columbia, (Mr. Buckalew,) yesterday so 
vigorously pointed out everything con- 
nected with the subject that he has left 
very little for me to say ; but I believe, 
conscientiously and sincerely, that if we 
do not adopt this section as we have re- 
ported it, or something like it, we will 
never get rid of these corruptions of the 
ballot-box. It is the only remedy that 
will tear it up by the roots. You can fol- 
low it through the ballot-box, r\-ou can 
follow it in every direction. It seems to 
me to be the only remedy that has pre- 
seuted itself that we ran apply which 
will be thorough and complete. 

As I have said, we looked at it in 
every possible light. Some of us mere 
opposed to this measure as it now stands, 
but we came to the conclusion that it was 
actually necessary if we wanted to get rid 
of corruption that we must go to the 
bottom of it, in this way. I wish to re- 
mark here that, so fiar as my county is 
concerned,Ibelievewel~avenocorruption. 
I do not believe that this amendlnent is 
necessary for the county of Carbon, nei- 
ther do I believe that it is necessary for the 
county of Tioga and many other counties, 
perhaps the majority of the counties, be- 
canse they are clear of corruption, and 
we are not ailning to destroy corruption 
where it does not exist. But it becomes 
necessary in order to destroy corruption 
in corrupt plans, that in counties where 
there is no corruption we must be willing 
to suffer some inconvenience; me must 
do it or these corruptions mill go ou and 
we ~111 have it dinged in our ears the 
day after every important election that 
onr elections are carried by frand, fraud, 
and by false voring and personarion of 
electors and everything else of the kind. 

Kow this destroys it, and I hope the 
Convention will vote down all of these 
amendments and adopt rhe reuorL of the 
committee, and in any event I hope they 
will vote down the amendment of my 
friend from Somerset, (Mr. Baer,) and if 
we cannot get this reform let it stand as 
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it is, let the Legislature allow us to make 
our ballots as we want them in the COUU- 
ties. But, as I have already said, I hope 
the section as reported by the committee 
will be adopted just as reported. 

Mr. CURTIN. Mr. Chairman: Those 

who have listened to the discussion of 
this and the previous question have, 
doubtless, become satisfied at this time 
that we have approached onaof thegreat- 
est subjects which have yet been submit- 
ted to this body by the people of the 
State. 

Sir, you can draw from history a paral- 
lel for anything. You can find for virtue, 
and you can find for vice, an instance 
which will just suit your case in the his- 
tory or philosophy of ancient or modern 
times. And, no doubt, this Convention 
has been much entertained, if not in- 
structed, by the philosophy and the rhe- 
toric, and the eloquence, of the gentlemen 
who have addressed it on this grave and 
peculiarly important question. 

But, after all, sir, we are here, at the 
bidding of the people of Pennsylvania, to 
devise, if that be possible, some practical 
reforms in the conduct of our govern- 
ment-reforms suggested by experience, 
and demanded by necessity- the first and 
most important of which affects the very 
fundamental principle of our theory of 
government. We must develop some 
plan by which the people shall hereafter 
have at least the semblance of fair elec- 
tions. 

I quite agree with the distinguished 
and learned gentleman from Philadel- 
phia, (Mr. Woodward,) that it would be 
better that every man, in his dig&y, re- 
presenting as he is, not himself alone, but 
in part his country, should walk up to 
the election poll and declare, viva vote, 
the candidate of his choice. I do not be- 
lieve, however, that the people of Penn- 
sylvania are prepared for so sweeping a 
reform, and I am quite sure it could not 
rue& the approbation of this body.- 
hence those who are in favor of real re- 
form must accept, from this Convention, 
as much as they can get, and we must 
present to the people of Pennsylvania 
what they are likely to adopt. 

The discussion, the other day, was not 
without profit, on the subject of the re- 
straint thrown around the first ballot cast 
by the foreigner in this country; and 

surely all the objections raised as to that 
restraint wereably and fully answered by 
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Clark) 
and the gentleman from Franklin (Mr. 
Sharp%) 

The learned gentleman from Philadel- 
phia, (hlr. Gowen,) whom I regret is not 
in his seat this morning, intimated that 
we wanted nothing now in Pennsylvania 
but more people. Doubtless, we dowant 
more people to develop the gr%at material . 
resources of our State, in which that gen- 
t!eman is so largely interested, and which 
he so ably represents. But, sir, I have 
never understood yet that the great ob- 
ject of a foreigner, in coming here, was to 
get the ballot. He probably h;ad never 
heard of it in his own country. Emi- 
grants leave their native countries be- 
cause they are over crowded-because 
their hard lot is cast in poverty and iron 
fortune-because they are subject to mili- 
tary proscription, which compels a man 
to go to war when a lordly superior com- 
mands him to do so. They come here to 
get requited labor, and to assert their 
manhood-to secure larger results of 
their industry for themselves and their 
children, and a larger liberty of thought 
and action. 

I would throw these restraints around 
the ballot to protect theimmigrant against 
the men who, in large cities, manage the 
ballot. I would proteot him from the 
‘1 rounders,” and “reneaters,” and ballot 
box I* stuffers.” He Eomes here io order 
to become a freeman. Give him, there- 
fore, a large idea of his freedom. When 
be is brought into contact with the 
‘6 rounders” and ‘*repeaters”-as under 
the present system he inevitably is-it 
gives him a low estimate of his own lib- 
erties, it debases the ballot and debases 
him. I would not cheapen the ballot too 
muoh in this country. Let the Pennsyl- 
vanian, whether native born or natuml- 
ized, feel that when heis performing that 
duty to the State ano to himself, he is ex- 
ercising a high trust. Let us, therefore, 
make such reforms in our Constitution 
as will appeal to the intelligence of the 
voter, and not to his ignorance. The re- 
port of tha Committee on Suffrage would 
do just that. It enlarges and exalts the 
condition of a man, snd’appeals to his in- 
telligence and knowledge, so that his 
vote shall beoast fairly and intelligently. 
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But there are two classes of people who 
would sr>riouslg object to it, :lnd I know 
of only Ihr=ee twocl;ls.eswho wonld make 
any oi,jection to a judlc:lous rt,forlll in this 
respect. In the drst plarle, the Milan who 
manipnlates votes will oklject to it; the 
man M 110 would change the returns will 
object to it; the man who will stuff ballot- 
boxes will object to it, and those w110m 
they emplop, the “ roullders ” nlld “ re- 
peal ers. ” I pity, from my inrnns& Seoul, lh0 
poor urlfi)rtunato man who btcrlmes the 
tool of such men, and I have a sovereign 
contempt for the msn, high or low, I care 
not whi(*h he be, who hires him to debase 
his mallhood atld to violate his oath. 

Let the man put his name upon his bal- 
lot. Surely no American citizen L’dn ob- 
ject to that. Let the elnciion officer pl;lce 
the proper nurnher npon the tick&. Let 
the voter be restrained by a two momha 
residence in the district in whick he offers 
to vote. Let the registration take place 
then. Lrt the tax bopaid a llionth before 
election day. Lessen rhe number of peo- 
ple to be voted at each polling plea in 
the State. Place suc*h wl~olesome IP- 
qtraipts as these around the exercaise of 
the ballot, so ;tirrxnge it that the man is 
known when he votes, atld that his 11’me 
is upon the ballot that, he <:*sts, and you 
protectthe hl)nestandc~mscietltiousvoter, 
and dis tppoint the “ ronn(rer,” and the 
*‘repealer, ” and the “ bumlller,” or whnt- 
ever (Nthrr pet names these p-opl~ are 
known by in the &tics -for we have not 
any of theft* in thecountry. I may,when 
I use ~hrse expre&olL*, I ~zccy be tread- 
in: upolti. the toes ofso~~le hlghl!; respect- 
able men, f jr, the trurh is, I do not prr- 
cisety know what the terms mc.m; they 
have never become understood io the 
country districts. Sly friend from Som- 
erset (Mr J&her) offers an nmendmrnt, 
and is seconded by other gentleulerl here 
from the country. Tire f&t is, however, 
that toe wrongs cot1lpl4ned of are not 
known in the couritry. Throughout the 
entire agricultural region of Perins> lva- 
oia rhe voct: is tirJy cast. N(w and then, 
perhaps, tin illegal vole niay be polled, 
but it is very rarely, and when it is it 
does IIOG affect the result. 

The great object of rhrse reforms is to 
protect the cities ‘whose pe(+ple are anx- 
iouslp demandiug judicious and actual 
reform. If the gentlwnan from Philadel- 

phia (Mr. Simpson) knows what he s.aFs 
to be true, it is snrely time to hare son10 
refortll. The gentlrmnn dors kn~~w, from 
the fnct that 11~ got his information, as he 
tells you, bp his experience as counsel in 
cases of contested elections. In the turf, 
Mr. Chairrrlan, it has be<-ome a science to 
make the slow horse win in a race, and 
men are trained for that spf4al purpose ; 
so with thl-sr city elections, ir. is too often 
the purpose of those who manage these 
things LO elect the man who receives the 
slllatirst nnnrbnr of votes. 

Surrly, among a people snch ns those of 
Pennsylvania, we shnnld, above all 
things, have a pure and honest eleotion- 
a fair expression of the public sentiment, 
and ~hc! man, whoever he map be, that 
receives the majority of vores in such an 
electi(,n onght to have an opporrunity of 
enjoying the elllolumerlts atld the honors 
of the ofl&:e to which the pa~~ple call him. 

I have no doubt, sir, thnt this report 
was tlaaturely consinered in committee. 
I am 011ly sorry thw committee did not go 
flIrther. I regret very rt~uch that the pro- 
positions coming fro111 the romlnittee are 
so crildr, and do not auptixr to be plain 
and clear, but arerathfAr in confilct. They 
may be il,lproved here.lfrer, out in the 
main I give to the report of that com- 
mittee 11ly most hearty approhatil)n ; and 
I believe rhat th:ct much, at le:rst, is re- 
quireci so th:rt we lnay have a fair election 
in fnrure, and an horlest and pure expres- 
sion of the will of the proule when they 
prrsent tr) the wlbrld the sublime specta- 
cle of a free peol,le, der*larinu through 
the b:iliot rho principles whic*h thry be- 
lieve wisest for rhe adminixtrarion of their 
~covarnment, and selecting, throllgh the 
the same mesliurn, the meli who are to ad- 
minister that governmmL 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Chairman : I desire 
the attention c)f the cornrlliltre but a very 
brief space. I supported in Conve’ntion 
the prrjposition to limit debare in com- 
nliLtee of the whole to twenty Il’iuutes. 
The good that has come of thar rule is 
alre:lzry apparent. 

I do nor propose, sir, to go bsck to the 
Eocene and trace the hislorv of civiliza- 
tion up to the present lillle, 18n which to 
base my argument. It SIIO~~\S to me that 
this qllestion is narrowed down to com- 
paratlve small lirllirs. That qljostion, as 
it appears to mo, is this : Is it necessary 
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in order to correct this great evil, which 
this Convention is bound to do-1 mean 
the corruption of the ballot box-to 
resort to a remedy which I think is 
worse than rhe disease. I do 110~ believe, 
sir, that the propleof this Commonwealth 
are prepared yet to condemn the secret 
ballot. As a matter of expediency I 
would say that to prevent the people 
voting down our entire work-and I ap- 
prehend they will do it if we should 
adopt the amendment proposed by the 
committee-it behooves us to consider 
whether there are not sufficient guards 
thrown around the ballot box to correct 
this great evil, and whether id is re.tllg 
necessary that this euerous measure 
should be adopted. IL seems to me that 
this is the practical shape which this 
question now assumes. In view of the 
fraud+ which have been referred to by 
the genthman from Carbon (Mr. Lilly) 
and other members, is it right and proper 
TO adopt this unpopular mellsure 6)r the 
sake of curing the evils in Phlladrlphia 
and one or two other places, while other 
portions of the State will suffrr from the 
inconvenience which will grow out of iis 
enforcement? I think n*jt. I strongly 
incline to the opinion th;ht there will be 
sufficient guards thrown around the bal- 
lot-box if throther amendments proposed 
by the committee are adoptyd. 

The distinguished gentlelnan from 
Philadelphia. (Mr. Woodward,) in his 
argument Festerclay, referred to the ne- 
clsity th,rt existed in Erlplatld for the 
secret ballot. He admitred its propriety 
in England, and thus virtually admltted 
that the secret ballot is a protnolion to the 
poor and dependent people of thar coun- 
try. Have we none of that class in the 
State of Pennsylvania? Ic is true, and it 
may be said to the credit of the state, that 
this class of our citizens possess a higher 
oraer of intelligence, and are perhaps 
more energetic, than those in England, 
but it is nevertheless the duty of the Con- 
ventiorl LO see chat they are protected in 
their rights, and this protection can only 
be affcjrded by means of the secret ballot. 
It seems ro me we should lye exceedingly 
cautiousin adoptiugameasureabolishitlg 
this time honored usage, which prevails 
in almost every State in the Union, and 
thusawaken unnecessary hostility again& 
the whvle work of the Convention, which 

will contain many practical and excellent 
reforms, without a shadow of doubt. It 
then becomes a question of fact whether 
the condition and circumscanc~es of our 
citizens are so different from chose in Eng- 
land, where the operations of the secret 
ballot areapproved, asto render this mea- 
sure necessary. Ijoinissuewirh thegen- 
tleman from Philadelphia (Mr. Wood- 
ward) upon this question of far%. I say 
this dependent class of our cit:znns is a 
numerous one, fin although a htntied or 
inherited aristocracy are unknown to us, 
yet we are building up an aristocracy 
which will be more porfentious and more 
important in the future. I see the dark 
cloud overshadowing the country, and 
hear the low mutterings 01 the storm of 
indignation which will burst for h against 
the overwhelming power of these vast 
monopolies. This is the evil to which we 
will be SUI jet!tell in the future, and to say 
that these vast organizatl~lns will not ex- 
ercise th4r power over their employees, 
by controling their votes, if they are not 
protected by the secret ballot, is to me 
absurd. I listened with intrrest to the 
remarks of the grntlenlan from Colum- 
bia, (Mr. Buckalew,) who terlninated his 
speech with an expression of his tlpinion 
that thH sec*ret ballot is rendered neces- 
sary try tile axlstrng condltlon of affairs, 
or ad all events until B ch;cllgc? is made in 
the manner of vclting. He referr. d to the 
free vote systrni, I presulue. The gentle- 
man, ill his argument, said that the secret 
ballot may Ire nel’esszlry, but I say it is 
necessxry, and that he has c,ollc.eded the 
ground in dispute. IL is not a nlereques- 
tion of votes. We are bdlutld to protect 
the hurlli&st and the p:)Ilrest by such 
means as rheset,rer ballot, which thegen- 
tlem;ln concecies is the only prote&ion to 
the weak, the deperldtint an’1 the shrink- 
ing. We niunc lrgislate for the average 
man. We mu*t protect the weak and 
the shrinking in their righrs, no matter 
whtirhrr they possess the disringnished 
ralellts or wealth of thcjse who <*an afford 
to vote ill an indepentlrnt manner. I am 
not. in filvor of t: ing the poor ulan, hand 
and foor, and then lravinr him to the 
n1erq.y of he;trrless m~~n~~polirs and corpo- 
mficms, with no pri Il+ilale (8r mercy at 
heart or s~mls, IO be datllned. I am in- 
disposed LO entrust the pr~J,ecti~~rl of the 
humble classes of our uiriz~ns to a power 
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which is gradually extending over the 
land. I am not in favor of destroying the 
secret ballot, for I revere the opinion 
which has been expressed by our fore- 
fathers in respect to this provision in the 
Constitution. I can see no sneaking in 
its exercise, as the gentleman from Phila- 
delphia has seen fit to describe it. We 
have never regarded that it was necessary 
to sneak up to the ballot-box and deposit 
our votes as if afraid of the opinion of our 
neighbors. We have always regarded it 
as a proper and necessary protection for 
ourselves and the interests of society. 

Let LIS then see whether this section, if 
it is adopted as it has been reported by 
the committee, will destroy this sacred 
right of the secret ballot. The section 
reads : “All elections of the citizens shall 
be by ballot; the ballot to be voted MAY 
be open or secret, as the elector shall pre- 
fer, and they shall be numbered by the 
election officers when received. Each 
elector shall write his name upon his hal- 
lot, or cause it to be writton thereon, and 
attested by him by another elector of 
the district, who shall not be an election 
officer.” 

It seems evident to my miod that the 
wording of the section, when it says that 
all elections of the citizens shall be by 
ballot, either open or srcret, as the voler 
r?tay determine, only adds iusult to in- 
jury. The ballot is not secret when a man 
is compelled to call up a neighbor, and 
ask him to write his name upon it. It 
c:ertainlp cannot be a secret ballot when 
the tickets arc numbered and the names 
of the voters are written upon them, so 
that they can be ovcrhxuled iu a contested 
election case. There is no escaping from 
the conclusion that such a provision as 
this will completely destroy the secrecy 
of the ballot. I think the whole principle 
is wrong, and I hope it will be voted 
down. I am as anxious as any other 
member of this Convention to apply an 
adequate remedy, but I am unwilling to 
destroy a great principle. 

In the subsequent articles to be report- 
cd by tho Committee on Suffrage, many 
schemes or propositions will be found de- 
signed lo protect the ballot. I do not 
doubt that they will be found to afford 
adequate means to accomplish this object, 
and whether they will not only bring dis- 
credit aud disgrace upon the Convention : 

the work of the Convention will doubt- 
less bo opposed in mauy points, but I 
trust the views of that large class of our 
citizens inhabiting the rural districts of 
the State in regard to this important ques- 
tion will not be treated lightly, when ic 
is finally disposed of. I hardly know 
whether I have made my remarks intcl- 
ligible upon this question. If I have not 
it has not been my fault, hut my misfor- 
tune. I have endeavored to convince the 
Convention if this measure is adopted it 
will destroy the secrecy of the ballot. I 
hope this injustice will not be done, and 
that this feature be retained in its purity, 
without the adoption of such an extreme 
and unsatisfactory measure as is reported 
by the committee. 

Mr. MANTOIL Mr. President: I desire 
to make only a few remarks upon this 
question. In glancingover thesecond sec- 
tion of the report of the committee under 
consideration, I come to the conclusion 
that the idea is a new one and somewhat 
novel, and can result in no good. In 
speaking of the section itself, as reported, 
I have no hesitation in saying that I am 
in favor of so much of the section which 
reads as follows: 6Ghll elections of the 
citizens shall be by ballot; the ballot voted 
may be open or secret, as theelector shall 
prefer.” I am strongly in favor of this 
portion of the section, but it seems in my 
opinion to be all that is really necessary 
in the section, and really more than is 
containedin the majority of Constitutions 
in the several States. The privilege of an 
elector is oue of the noblest privileges 
that can be bestowed upon any citizen, 
but it is only when it c&n be exercised 
w-ithout restraint that the citizen’s right 
is fully protected. In the concluding 
portions of the section there are so many 
restraints and restrictions imposed upon 
the voter, and so much red tape exhib- 
ited, that a person living outside of Penn- 
sylvania would suppose that the rights of 
our citizens require more than usual pro- 
tection. This I do not believe. I do not 
think the rights of the voter in this State 
are any more imperilled than in other 
States, and I think the committ,ee who 
reported this section has merely fancied 
that the experiment of numbering and 
requiring the namo of the voter to be 
written on lhe ballot, would remedy the 
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evil that is sometimes perpetrated in our 
midst when elections are he!d. 

The section goes on and says: “They 
shall be numbered by the election ofll- 
cers when received. Each elector shall 
write his name upon his ballot, or cause 
it to be written thereon, and attested by 
another elector of the district, which shall 
not be an election officer.” 

sow, sir, what I object to is this, that 
all of the foregoing declared rights of the 
citizens, as to the privilege of how he may 
cast his vote, are entirely destroyed. This 
section says that he may cast, his vote 
open or secret. It is all at the option of 
the citizen. That Is, the secret ballot, ac- 
cording to this section, if carried out to 
the full extent, shall be numbered, and 
shall contain a written name, shall be at- 
tested to, for the elector who votes and 
signs it, by another citizen, &c. Why 
this, sir, will rob the citizen of all the 
right he has under the secret ballot, for 
the number on such a ballot, the name 
and the endorsement, leave it no longer 
a secret ballot. Its purposes can now be 
easily traced out, and the object for which 
this secret ballot was given becomes pub- 
lic,property, and will, in my way oP think- 
ing, take from the citizen one of his dear- 
est rights. I see no advantnge to be de- 
rived from this. I know that some of the 
States have adopted viva Z)oce voting, but 
I feel sure that there are few advocates of 
that system of voting among the dele- 
gates to this Convention who will en- 
dorce a sentiment of that kind. 

The secret ballot carries with it all the 
citizen voter can desire or even wish. In 
fact, it is made potent because of its se- 
cresy ; because, by the ballot we can ex- 
press our preference without fear or hin- 
drance. I see no good reason why this 
Convention should adopt this la,nguage in 
this section, because it is certainly offen- 
sive to the honest voter with all the im- 
positions and thedemandson him, which 
I think he will not willingly accept, and 
would not be apt to sanction when asked 
todo so, whenour labor,is completed, and 
when the work we have done requires his 
vote to give life to this Constitution. I 
should prefer to give the citizen voter pro- 
tection in another way, and it wouid be 
this: To disfranchise that miscreant who 
tried to carry out his designs to that ex- 
tent of committing frauds by stuffing the 
ballot-box, or extracting therefrom the 

votes of the citizen, and this seems to 
me to be the better way to protect the 
right of the voter, aud keep our elections 
pure. If we insert such a section in this 
Constitution, I think it will tend greatly 
to check such frauds as it is represented 
have been committed by designing poli- 
ticians. It wonld, I think, strike terror 
into the hearts of the evil-doers, and by 
the time a few examples were made, we 
should not hear of any more frauds being 
committed. 

I am in favor of giving the citizen 
every right to protect his franchise 
against the impositions of designing men 
against his ballot. Yet, I cannot favor 
the insertion of a clause in this Constitu- 
tion, saying that a citizen may cast, his 
vote openly or secretly, and then say it 
shall not be secret, but that some one 
must endorse it to make it valid. 

In short, these are my views on this 
suhjecc, and I trust that the better judg- 
ment of every member of this body will 
see this matter in this light, that he will 
seek to present a section to the citizen 
voters of this Commonwealth, in such 
form as will meet wirh their approval, 
when we shall ask them to endorse what 
we are doing here. It may seem severe 
to the committee, who have reported this 
section, that their work should be so 
frail as not to stand criticism yet, I feel 
it a duty to myself and those I repre- 
sent, to express my disapproval of a 
measure which, I think, is an innovation 
on that sacred privilege so iong guaran- 
teed to us by the fundamental law of this 
old Commonwealth. 

Mr. J. PRICE WBTHERILL. Mr. Chair- 
man : I shall occupy the attention of the 
commirtee but a short time in expressing 
my views upon this section. In the tirst 
place, I oppose the amendment as of- 
fered by the gentleman from Somerset 
(Nr. Raer) for this reason: That if you 
have the names of candidates printed 
upon seperate tickets, you in a measure 
ilnpair the value of the section aspre- 
sented by this committee, for the reason 
that an endorsement, upon one ticket can 
be easily made, but an endorsement 
upon a great many tickets will be trouble- 
some and vexatious to the elector, and 
for that reason the section would be de- 
fective. In listening to this debate, I 
find the only opposition that seems to 
exist in the minds of members of this 



748 DEBATES OF THE 

Convention against the secrion as report- 
ed by the committee is this, that it de- 
prives the ballot of its secrecy-nothing 
else. 

X’owwhat is the advantage of the secret 
ballot? The advantage of the secret bal- 
lot, it is nrKed, in the first place, is that 
the laboring man desires to cast his ballot 
in sprret. That he, because, forsot#th, he 
receives so mnch per week from his em- 
ployer, and because his employer may 
think differently polirically, therefore he 
desires to exercise his judgment in the 
first place, and in the second, to de- 
ceive his employer, beraase be wants to 

convey to him the idea that he is not 
votinr a.9 be sees fit and in aocorrlance 

with his jurlgmpnt and his prudence. I 
stand here to-day to s;ly chat I do not bo- 
lieve that the laboring classes of the Stare 
of Pennsylvania would be actuxted by 
any such motives. I believe the mass of 
voters of that class, although they may 
not be so well educared, although they 
may not possi hly possess f he aclrmtn~es 

of Irl;rny nlore f.lvored, still know what is 
right, and reason for theulselvea, and act 
accordingly. I am sarisfird that what 
they &sire is not so IIIU~II a secret b;tllot 
as this, whrlrr they go to the polls and put 

in their tickets, tbxt t,he ticket may be 
properly caounted. If you were to ask the 
laborirlg ~lassrs of the St;& of Pcnnsyl- 
mania wblcb t1le.v would prefer, the secret 
ballot, with the c.hancti of fraud, or the 
open Ilall~~c, and fraud prevented, let 111e 
say here in 11~s place rhat the laboring 
classes would Rtvor the open ballast. 

Wb;ct is the other argurneut ns+d ? Tt:e 
other argnnlrnt, advanced by the gentle- 
man from Lancaster, (Mr. Carter,) 1s th*t 
we nbust take cHre of the weak ; that the 
timid voter desires quietly to arrange his 
ticket and rimidly to go to the polls, with 
ihe full knowledge that that secret is with 
himand w&h him alone. I Go llot believe 
anythiu?roftho sort. I do not beiieve that 
such a class of voters exist in the state to 
any such enteuc that we shonld either 
legislate for or protect them. I am satis- 
fied of this, and 1 appeal to theexperience 
of every member here whether there is 
any su1.h class of men so weak and timid 
that when t&y put in their b:dlots they 
must he assilre+i that the names nylon 
the ticket3 they vote are known to thrm- 
selves Alone. So, sir; if there are dis- 
satisfied men who uesire to vote thus se- 

cretly they are dissatisfied with their 
party for no good reason. They are dis- 
satisfied hrcnnse, perhaps, they did not 
recrive their frill shxre of the loaves and 
fishes. If they are the class IO be illjured 
by the open ballot let them be injured. 

What are the facts in regard to this 
question? Have we a secret ballot? I 
ask any of the tielegarps whetber they 
cannnt say wirh me, that although the 
ballot ma> be on the sltrfare secret, that 
lt is :rctually open to all intents ant1 pur- 
poses. Tillted paper, peculiar type, pecu- 
liar headings, indicate the ticket as tbor- 
ongblg as jf it were voted without at- 
tempt at concealuient. Whp, sir, from 
what little I know upon this sut,jrcd, I 
will puar.lIltee that I ran go to the party 
that held the window-book of any prc- 
cinct in Philadelphia, or possibly the 
window-booli of wny rownsbip or county 
in the State, and I will tind he will have 
all the persl,ns in the precincs ticked oil 
with the ticket each rl,an voted. Ami hc 
will come, in his calculatilrn, co within 
tive per cent. of the :u%u;il vote given in 
his division or I& district. Bow, neces- 

sarily, as that is thn ens+, it is very welt 
krlown by all cbe delegates here that to- 
day we do, IO all intents and purposes, 
vote an open ballot. 

piow if there is any advantage in this 
frank and open manner of statillg, 118 thu 
committee h,ave done, that them shalt be 
an otrdl,rsemeut upon t,be ticket, any Lhac 
the ballot may be open or lnxy be srcret ; 

if rhe x~ivantage to he derived is this. 
that we cau chrok fr<iuds, th.*t we can 
lessen corruption, then, it’ for that consid- 
eraiiorl alone, we should certairlly sup- 
port tbe actiolt of tue committee aud vote 
fur the srctiou. 

I do not want to weary this committee 
by any long tirade in regard to the exist- 
ence of corruption, enber in thia city or 
in the connrry. we have had encluzh of 
thar, I think. The experience c%f the city 
see~~ls to be rbe experience of rhr country, 
and perhups it is true, we are living in a 
carnival c,f criille. If rhst is so, let us en- 
deavor, 11y every means in our power, to 
curre& if we ran, all future posillility of 
fraud and corrllption. I do not belinvein 
curirlp this evil by cutting down tbetree. 
That ~111 INIL do it. WG must p1us.k up 

every root and film?: and we IlllIst not 

lrare one elelllerlt of corruption. ‘Chis 
may be one uf these little fibres. If it js. 
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it seems to be our duty to pull it out and 
destroy it. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. Chairman, if I un- 
derstalld tho point of tha arguments of 
the advoc;ltes for a secret ballot, ic is that 
a portion of rho people are not capable of 
self-,vl,vertlrnellt. that. they have not the 
courage or the manhood to stand up fairly 
ro the rights that hrve been conferred 
upon them by society. We have a great 
majority of honest and courageous elec- 
tors. Th.ct, I believe. is conceded. Then 
we have a small fraction chat are weak. 
They are timid and they are cowardly, 
and they must be covrrcd with a mantel 
of secrecy in order that their vote may be 
got into the ballot-box. Now, Mr. l:hair- 
man, while a fraction may he cast by 
honest Itlen, a portionof rhat fraction will 
be manipulated as it has been in the pnst, 
and id ~111 be far better for society that it 
never was cast at all. 

That js one way of looking at this ques- 
tion. Another way of looking at it is 
upon fundamental prillciple. Now, Mr. 
Chairman, does this ballot belong to the 
individudl at all? That is a question 
worthy ofconsi~ierarion. I pay rho ballot 
does not belong to the individual at all 

It never was given him to bo exercised 
for hia individual benetit l,ook abroad 
in society. We find men with all their 
rights of sovereignty, we tin4 rhetll with 
all their rights of citizenship, and yet 
they have not the right. of the ballot at 
all. The elector belotlgs to a class se- 
lecteci and elevated abf,va all the balance 
of sociery. We brin: the voter up LO the 
dignity and stature elf the exercise of sov- 

ereignty ; we give theln Lhr position of 
eIect0r; and then we are asked to say 
that, hrr.ause there are a few so weak and 
so tilllid thict rhry d,tre Ilot exercise this 
great right for fn;rrof’scbme other man, the 
righrscaf thecourageous aud hone*tvt8ters 
are VJ he put in jeopardy by that fraction 
who arc! conlrglled by others. 

Mr. Chairman, I h;hve no doubt that 
the hone*t pellple of this Commonwealth 
wiil be perfecl.ly willing to support any 
pl:rn rly which we shall be able to purify 
the ballot-hox. 

Wh& IS the present srstem ? The only 
means that we h:hce of detecting fraud 
is by tallp lists, corresponding with the 
nnmbrr of votes in the box ; and yrc it is 
in the power of tho election officers to 

change those tickets. They can use the 
paste pot and paste over the q atnes. They 
can deface those tickets, and they can put 
in others. and in this way they can and 
do deprive the voters uf their rilhts as 
electors. They deprive them of that right 
by cheating them out of their choice, and 
it is done yearly, and we know it, espe- 
cially in the large cities of this Common- 
wealth. 

I am perfectly aware, Mr. Chairman, 
that we cannot establish any general rule 
that will not work hardshipin SO~I e cases. 
That is the objection to all genera’ rules. 
h’ow what is our object here? To purify 
the ballot-box. That is one purpose for 
which we are met. It is to got rid of the 
old way in which so many frauds have 
been perpetrated. The gentlemen who 
are in favor of this amendment say, let us 
go back to the old system, the old plan, 
the secret ballot, that was made secret 
only that it might cover rho votes of a few 
weak persons who had not the c,mrage to 
step up to the polls and vote without fear 
or favor. 

h’ow if it has been discovered that it 
has worked badly, that it has workeli in- 
juriously, th:A it has put it into the power 
of a few men, I do not care whether you 
call them hossesor whether you call them 
politioians, to control just enough of these 
weak men, who warn the blanket of se- 
crecy thrown over them, tocarry the elec- 
tion ; then it is time that wt) adopt some 
provision like this, because, in a doubrful 
contest, wherethe two political parties are 
very nearly balanced, the men who have 
not the courage to cast an open vote are 
the men who turn the election in favor of 
the party which can c~~r.trol them, so chat 
the honest men, and the courageous nlen, 
and rhe good citizens, are cheated out ot 
the ballot, because we have left the door 
open to fraud in this mode of polling of ’ 
votes. When we eoliftir the rights of an 
elector on a man, we do not do It blr his 
personal benefit. It is to be exercised for 
the benefit of the people, and he ought LO 

have the mannood aud courage tc) come 
up and say, whep he O~SLS his tAll6, “I 
casr my ballot so and so.” Let him write 
his name upon it, let him do anything 
that may indic.,ta ir, so that we CHU ~letect 
these terrible outrages and sc.andnlous 
frauds that have brought such (llsg.race 
upon us, that in the estimation of a great 
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many people, t,hey have been willing al- 
most to surrender democratic and repub- 
lican government. +his is a great evil, 
and I know very well that this secret bal- 
lot, while it might answer a good purpose 
for a few honest met, yet the purpose it 
would serve for those who wish to prosti- 
tute the ballot-box would be so much 
greater that it seems to me we should ac- 
cept this report of the committee as it 
came from them. 

If these amendments are all voted 
down, when we come to vote upon the 
section as reported by the committee, I 
would iikeif an amendmentwere offered, 
requiring that the officers of election 
boards should be sworn to secrecy, that 
they never should disclose, in any man- 
ner, the Tote of a citizeu, unless they 
were called upon to do so in some judicial 
ljroceediug called to investigate the fair- 
ness of an election. With that oath ad- 
lninistered to election officers, the viola- 
tion of whichshould be perjury, and pun- 
ished as such, we have given all the 
protection that I think we should give to 
these weak and timid citizens who are 
not willing to vote unless they can do it 
nnder the cloak of secrecy. 

Mr. JOHN R. READ. Mr. Chairman : 
Bs I understand it, one of the primaryob- 
jectsof the calling together of this Conven- 
lion was to promote and secure the rectifi- 
cation of the ballot-box. This can be ob- 
tained in two ways. First, by preserving 
the sanctity and maintaining the security 
of the ballot-box itself; and secondly, by 
providing for the detection and punish- 
ment of those who are willing to lay rude 
bands upon it, and, reckless of its ancient 
and manifest purpose, consider it only as 
a facile method of accomplishing an un- 
righteous end. In my opinion the method 
suggested in the report of the committee 

.will manifestly accomplish the first pur- 
pose, because, by it, the ballot-box itself 
is made the means of detecting the fraud 
practised upon it, and thus is made self- 
preservative. It enables the law-abiding 
citizen to ascertain when crime has been 
committed ; it enables courts of justice to 
purge the box and to eliminate from it 
the votes cast by those who had no right 
to vote, and that, too, without requiring 
them to throw aside the whole poll, as 
has been done in numberless instances in 
our late elections. Then, why should 

, 

gentlemen hesitate to do this? Thep 
would not, in the conduct of their own 
affairs, hesitate to receive back stolen 
property, because they could not catch 
the thief. There may be, and cioubtlcss 
are, other and better ways by which we 
can provide for the detection and the 
punishment of those men against whom 
we wish to protect ourselves in the future, 
but the course that has been suggested by 
the committee, preserving, as it does, to 
a certain extent, the form of secret 
voting, and eflablinq those who do not 
wish to disclose to their neighbors when 
they vote the persons for whom they are 
voting, will make the ballot-box, 3s was 
intended by our forefathers, the clearest 
and best evidence of the sense and the 
sentiment of a free people. It enables 
the elector to vote, with a secret or open 
ballot, as he may see fit. It may relieve 
society of those timid and shrinking 
men who hesitate to fulfil the duty that 
they are appointed to discharge, but it 
will enable those who are willing, frank- 
ly, honestly, and manfully, to come up 
and vote for .the man and the measures 
which, in their opinion, are best to do so, 
with the knowledge that they are not to 
be overcome by the bludgeon of brutali- 
ty, or the stilleto of cowardice. This 
Convention has almost unanimously, 
upon every occasion upon which it has 
had an opportunity, enlarged the restri: - 
tion upon voters for a wise purpose. We 
have lengthened the time of residence 
within a ward or precinct, and we havo 
made it requisite for a naturalized citizen 
to hold his certificate of citizenship one 
month before he shall be allowed to reap 
the benefit of jt, and now, when we are 
offered an opportunity which is above 
and beyond all others that have been of- 
fered in this Convention for purifying 
our elections, I see hesitating and timid 
men shrink from applying a canstic, 
which will eradicate and destroy the 
disease, the diagnosis of which is com- 
plete and well defined. I cannot nnder- 
stand it, sir. 

If voters are afraid to express their 
honest convictions openly, when by so 
doing they will contribute to the lasting 
benefit of the body politic, then let them 
tarry at home, and learn that they have 
duties to discharge as well as rights to 
protect. 
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We all know that if any one is disposed 
to attend a poll upon an election day, he 
can, within a few votes, at six o’clock ou 
the evening of the day of the election, 
ascertain almost exactly how that poll has 
gone, as has been said by my colleague 
(Mr. J. Price Wetherill.) Thus you will 
see there is no secrecy in the present form 
of roting. They have different headings 
and diEerent colors, so that it can be as- 
certained when the citizen is depositing 
his vote exactly for whom he is voting. 
Then only cling to this relic of antiquity, 
which is sacred only on account of its 
age, and which has clearly shown its inu- 
tility in the last decade. 

I believe that the secret ballot is nothing 
more than the swaddling clothes and the 
nursery wraps of representative govern- 

ment, and am convinced that it is time 
that the men of this State and bf other 
Srates, who desire the greatest good for 
the greatest number, should assume the 
garments of men, and in them assert their 
strength, and with the powei that man- 
hood confers, sweep from the face of the 
earth the parasites and creeping things 
who have succeeded in making our Re- 
public and our State a by-word and a 
shame in the mouths of men. I am in 
favor of the report of the committee, and 
I will go as far as the farthest, with my 

voice and my vote, IO do that which I be- 
lieve is necessary for the maintenance of 
our present form of government. 

MI’. DARLINQTON. I\fr. Chairman: I 
invite the respectful attention of the Con- 
renrion for a very few mjnutes. I do not 
intend to make a lengthy argument. 

There are two principles, antagonistic 
in their character, presented for our ac- 
ceptance, one the registry of voters ,and 
the open vore, presented in the remarks 
of my learned friend from Philadelphia, 
(Mr. Woodward,) and the other the se- 
cret ballot. No medium has yet been 
presented to the consideration ofthis body. 
Are we, then, prepard to accept the views 
of the gentleman from Philadelphia (Mr. 
Woodward) ? While I would go with 
him personally, I do not think that either 
the great body of the Convention or the 
great body of the people will accept the 
proposition which he offers. On the other 
band, we have been accustomed, from the 
foundation of the government, to the se- 
cret bailot, and we have hecome accus- 
tomed to it all over the Union. It has 
met with favor in the past, and it is pro- 

bable that it will he most acceptuble of 
anyotherinthefuture. Icissubject toob- 
jections. Difficulties hRve arise>>, frauds 
have been perpetrated, and imprnper 
votes have been cast. Where? Xowbere 
but in the large cities; in Philadelphia, in 
Scranton. I do not know that it has beer1 
charged in Pittsburg. But so far as we 
learn from gentle!-neu here, we learn of no 
fraud in the rural dist&ts; conseqae.nrly 
we want nothing else there hut the old 
Constitution. Still, if frauds exist, if the 
ballot-box requires to be purified, as no 
one doubts, I am prepared to go with any 

gentleman of any party as far as may be 
necessary to remedy the evil. The ques- 
tion is, what is the most expedient plan ? 
I apprehend that one measure suggested 
in the report of the committee now under 
consideration, to wit, the reduction of rhe 
size of the election precincts, so that only 
a comparatively small number vote at 
each, the ordinary care of the offoers of 
eleorionwill relieve usfrom thisdiffIculty, 
but if that be n,,t enough I would go fur- 
ther, and would say that if anygemleman 
will propose anything that will beapplica- 
ble to the large cities, where the mischief 
exists, I am sure it will meet with our fa- 
vorable consideration. It does not follow 
that the mode of voting throughout the 
State should be uniform. If in cities the 
present planisinsufficicnt, change it; if in 
the country the present plan is sufficient, 
why change it ? 

I do not think that any hybrid proposi- 
tion, such as that offered here, of a I‘ se- 
cret” ballot, with a name publicly writ- 
ten upon it, is ekaotly the thing for the 
country, but if it suits the cities I would 
fovor iG for cities. 

The provisions of the old Constitution 
are what the country people want-that 
all elections shall be by ballot, except by 
persons in a representative capacity, who 
shall vote Gun vote; and the reason isob- 
vious to every one, that members of the 
Legislature and such people should rote 
openly, that their constituents should 
know how they were being represented. 
For all others Lhe secret ballot is best. 

I do not think the suggestion of the 
committee, that a marl may vote an open 
or secret ballot, worth anything, for the 
old Constitution is preciselysuch in effect, 
the privilege being offered to every citi- 
zen to close his ballot, and to permit no 



man to know how he voted. Those who 
wish to vote an open ticket are at liberty 
to do so, arcording to the wor~is of the 
election law. The clause about closing 
the ballot is directory, not obligatory. 
You mny vote, but are not compelled to 
vote a secret Llallot. 

I am opposed to change merely for the 
sake of change, and I do not see that this 
idea is any. other but that. I think the 
old Constitution the right thinr in this re- 
spect, and when these amendmenrs have 
been disposed of I shall offer an amend- 
ment to rhe section, by way of substitute 
for the report of the committee, like the 
provisilrn of the old Constitution, which 
for so many years has been acceptable to 
the people, namely : “All ele4ions shall 
be by ballot, except those of l>ersons in 
a representxtive capacity, who shall vote 
vicn vote.” If anybody prop~~ses to add 
to that a condition that in cities over a 
given populatie,n the principle advol*ated 
by the committee shall be practiced I 
shall favor it. 

Mr. LAMBKRTON. Mt. Chairman. The 
fact that this amendment WN presented 
with such unanimity hy the Conlmittee 
on Suffrage, Election and Representation 
commends it to favoraklle consideration. 
An important change is recommended. 
Reflection and the arg.imer1t.u mwde npon 
this floor have led me to the cou4usion 
that the clause requiring the elector to 
write or CRUSR his name to be written and 
attested upon his ballot is proper and 
should be adopted. 

One ofthe great evils w,hich moved the 
people, by an ernph*tic andoverwhelming 
majorit.y,tosummon this Collvnlrtlon into 
being, was the settled ronvictioll that in 
some parts of this Comrtlorlwealth the 
ballot box was tampered with and the 
popular will falsified by the election offi- 
cers. The pn)pokition we are nom ron- 
sidering is a dec4ded s:ep towlrrls [bre- 
venting and remedying this wro!lg It 
strikes at the repeater, and will rneas- 
urably obstruct him in plyinz his infa- 
mous calring. His successdepends upon 
the rapidity wnh which his work is 11on8. 
.To require him to pause to write, even a 
fictitilnus name, is a gain of 981 Irluch time 
for vittlesnts toidentIfy him. It h 1s been 
immunity froltl detection which hxs ona- 
ljled rhls slpenies of fraud to OH succ~~ss- 
fully perperrated. Tbie claube further 

strikes at stufing the ballot box ; it will 
prevent the dropping of the vote handed 
to the inspector and his dexterous sub- 
stitution of another. IL will restrain the 
abstraction of votes from the box and 
replxcirlg them by others held in reserve 
for the purpose. Besides, this clnnse wiil 
go fnr to give us a true mount albd a cor- 
rect roturn by the election officers. 

Frauds, when perpetrated, are mainly 
committed or permitted by these officers. 
Regard fix rh-ir oaths has not deterred 
solve of them from annulling the expres- 
sion of the will of the people. The fear 
of punishment has been inoper,ltive be- 
cause there was no fear of drtection; 
but when almost certainty of discovery 
awaits the perpetration of crime a positive 
restraint to irscommissionis ai’tixed; for if 
a contrst shtbuld colue, tbe box be opened, 
the tickets counted and euamilled, e:tch 
numljer angr sipnaGure upon th+m would 
bear witness as to whether the olllcers 
had honrs:ly or dishonestly pr,rformerl 
thrir dutirs. By the signatlltr of the 
elector his balloc can be idrntifiod, anti a 
guard, s11re and trustworthy, thrown 
around rhe ballot box, giving protrxtiorr 
to tbe lawful voter aud assurance that 
the rosulc pronounced will be iu h;trmony 
with tl:e truth. 

It map be that whatever provision the 
wisdotn of this ConventIon map devise, 
the craft and subtlety of the reckless and 
unscrupulous partisan will find s ,me 
means to evasle. But this does not rrlieve 
us from the ditty of lllakinq rhr enrnesL 
effsjrt to have our elections pure, free and 
fdir. 

The consideration which I chiefly rose 
to presaut is one tb:& hxn nix yrt been 
touched. If this clause be aImpIed by the 
Convention, and ratitied oy thn pr~~le, iL 
will not only prevent frauds, afZ)rd tbo 
means of i&nti’ying each b,tll,bt deposic- 
ed, in the evrnt elf a colltrsr, bar, its ten- 
deg.cy ~111 be to pro”lote grexrer (*;~JY! in 
the exercise of the rigut of slliYr:lge and 
the cocsrqurnt C~OICH of t)etL-r cdlic*ers. 
This right, when conferred, is 10 1)~ prized 
and defended as the means by which, 
uuder onr systelI1, those who adlllilllster 
the government in all its Gep8rtttlents 
are dlrrctly or indirectly ch~~se~l. Its ex- 
ercise iy a duty, not only to bta j-+lously 
guarded, but to be tlronglltful~y r,lnsid- 
ered. Wheu au eleoto r, over his owu sig- 
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nature, substantially certifies to the hon- 
esty, fitness and capacityofthe persons for 
whom he votes, there will be many who 
will think before they writ-e. This will 
be some progress towards the selection of 
tbe better men. Many ballots will not, 
HS heretofore, be taken from the hands of 
partisan friends at the polls, and deposit- 
ed without examination; they will he 
prepared at home, where writingfacilities 
more abound. And he who quietly sits 
down to make up his ticket, in view of 
the fact that he is about to give it his en- 
dorsement and written approval, unless 
fast bound by the fetters of party, will 
weigh the merits of the respective nomi- 
nees and withhold his signature from that 
ballot upon which is printed the name of 
one who, with little, if any, principle of 
his own, is put forward as the representa- 
tive of the principles of a party. He will 
hesitate before he will favor the re-elec- 
rion of another, who has gone into office 
poor. and without other visible means of 
livelihood, has added houses to houses 
and lands to lands, using the oppcrtuni- 
ties afforded him by a trusting constitu- 
ency into means for enriching himself by 
malversation in oillce. 

Mr. Chairman, before election day and 
the beat of the campaign has come, the 
mutterings of good citizens are heard of 
their determination to repudiate obnox- 
ious nominations, and not to be the mere 
machines to regis:er the edicts of party 
conventions. They may mean not to be 
ljound by the action of nominating bodies, 
in which they charge the delegates were 
bought like sbeep,oroverawed or bullied 
by roughs. But the time of high political 
excitement comes, the sway of party is 
very powerful, its ascendency must be 
preserved, scruples vanish and the norni- 
nees are supported. By many, and oilen. 
times this is done, because the identity of 
the ticket voted is lost in the multitude 
in the box, no personal responsibility 
seemingly attaching to ir, it is not as ex- 
pressive of the individual judgment of 
the voter upon the qualitlcations of the 
candidates as if it contained hissignature. 
There are thousands who have mentaliy 
revolted from voting for their part_v nemi- 
nees, and who, with great reluctance, 
bare voted for them at last, whonever 
would have done so if required to affix 
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their signature to the ballot containing 
improper names. 

The restraints and domination of party 
are growing less powerful with large 
numbers. Verymany in our Comtnon- 
wealth have resolved that tbe bare fact of 
nominations, by whatever means, shall 
not be conclusive of fitness and capacity. 
They will not wear the collar of party 
when required to support and endorse the 
profligate and the corrupt. They are ea- 
gerly looking forward to the day when it, 
shall not be complained that in some par- 
tions of the State the wickedness of the 
few over-rules and nnllitles the will of the 
many; when the elections shall be every- 
where as fairly and honestly conducted 
as they are in the large majority of our 
districts. These will not hesitate to at- 
test, by their signatures, the integrity and 
fitness of those for whom their votes are 
cast, although they are not of the saine 
partisan faith. 

The vast majority of those who com- 
pose the great political parties of the coun- 
try, bitterly denounce any violation, by 
whatever persons committed, of the puri- 
ty of the ballot-box, and will sustain and 
approve such safeguards as may he de- 
vised for its protection. The plan pro- 
posed by the committee may not ba per- 
fect ; it will give more trouble to the elec- 
tor, and may at times subject him to in- 
convenience; but I shall vote for it, be- 
cause it will prevent fraud, will protect 
the lawful voter, will tend ‘to fill our offi- 
ces with the better candidates, and, when 
frauds are committed, will point the way 
to their detection. 

Mr. BARTEOLO*IEW. Mr. Chairman : 
I do not propose to occupy much of the 
time of the committee in the discussion 
of the question, that is, I do not mean .to 
be betrayed into a speech. I am opposed 
to the pending amendment, and in favor 
of the report of the committee. If the 
committee should see proper to reject the 
pending amendment, I propose to amend 
the section, by moving to strike out the 
word ‘Lsball,J’ in the fourth line, and in- 
serting the word “may.: I shall oppose 

the pending smendment, because I dd not 
think it preserves to the section the cura- . 
tive properties as against existing evils 
that is contained in the report of the com- 
mittee. It is most true that the section, 
as reported, would give to the large cities 
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and some other parts of the Common- 
wealth, Lueerneand Schuylki!l counties, 
an opportunity to reach evils and restore 
purity co the ballot-box. It would give 
to the minority, or to those in opposition 
to a majority to the election board, or to 
those suspecting frauds, an opportunity 
to prevent, or at least to detect them. I 
believe, under the system, the identifica- 
tiou of the ticket is beyond question. But, 
Mr. Chairman, whilst I appreci;lte the 
merits, yet with the compulsory clause 
striking down the secrecy of the ballot, I 
also fear evils of great magnitude. True, 
we have beard much said in this Concen- 
tion upon the manhood of the American 
citizen, or at least of that manhood he 
should possess, that manhood which 
should impei men, without any consider- 
ation except that of high duty, to step for- 
ward and proclaim their choice at the 
poliiag plaoe. I say, if our people were 
actuared by rhis motive alone, this propo- 
sition of open or viva vote voting would 
he all that could be desired; but, unfor- 
tunately, we are nut a community of an- 
gels; we are simply men, imperfect, with 
all the human infirmities clinging to us. 
We are liable to be swayed by selfishness 
and interest; from this we cannot be 
freed. This is the lot of mankind, the 
common heritage of humanity. Our be- 
ing Americans does not, of itself, make 
us better than other men, of men who 
have lived in other lands and who have 
passed away. 

It has been said, by the gentleman from 
Philadelphia, (Mr. Woodward,) that he 
is in favor of vivu vote voting-pure and 
simple-that he would go one step in ad- 
vance of the report of the committee, as 
he is a firm believer in that manhood 
which should induce one and all of US to 
proclaim openly and boldly his politicd 
choice. If this principle could apply 
solely to the gentleman I think it would 
be proper, but we have other voters in the 
Commonwealth, and so far as the mass is 
concerned I am of the opiniou that id 
would be highly improper, at least in all 
localities. Now let us see, what does this 
viva vaee voting mean? Why at every 
polling booth where oivc ZIOC~ voting is 
the rule we have much of the same dis- 
honesty in a portion of the voters, accom- 
panied lay interminable instdxces of con- 
fusion confounded, violence and blood- 
shed. Lookat the workingof the system 

in England. We have the humorous 
sketches of Dickens, the ‘I independent 
voter of Etanswill” is known to us all, 
and has amused us all. Bulwer has given 
us a more exact and reliable portrayture 
of the system in the bitter and bloody con- 
tests of the Buff3 and Blues ; and this sys- 
tem, so much lauded by gentlemen on 
this floor, is on the eve of change in this 
very England, where it has been tried so 
long, to give way, it is said, to the secret 
ballot, for the reason of the cons~;intly re- 
curring 5ceiies of violence at their elec- 
tions. And yet this people are of those 
who settle their disputes wirh muscle, 
with the fist; they take to the ring. There 
is a wide difference, however, between 
the English and American people, fol 
some reason, probahlp owing to our in- 
heritance of the qualities of our ancestors, 
those qualities that conquered a continenr 
and made the waste phtces bloom, won an 
independent nationalitv and suppressed 
internal violence. Wehold human life at 
ton littlevalue ; we are familiar with, and, 
let me say, too fond of deadly weapons. 
And I undertake to say, if open or vivcc 
vote voting is adopted in Pennsylvania, 
and the rival narties become excited by 
those animosities which are usually and 
ordinarily engendered by a political cam- 
paign, that an election day in rhis State 
would be a day of battle from the lake KO 
the river, and every polling booth would 
be a slaughter pen. Why, I remember an 
instance that occurred in Virginia, where 
viva woee voting is the mode of express- 
ing the will of the people. Elajor Dixson, 
in 1860, lived at Culpepper Court House, 
and in that year had the temerity to vote 
for A braham Lincoln. He had scarcely 
uttered the uame before four pistols were 
dred at him. twoof which took effect. The 
name of Lincoln was unpopular in that 
socrion at that time, and it was exceed- 

ingly unhealthy for any one to support 
him. 

This would be repeated in other States. 
Who can doubt it? Everywhere the pis- 
tol, billy and bludgeon would be used ; 
the eld argument, “ wid sticks,” would 
bo in vogue, and I fear a provailiug vio- 
lence throughout the land. I am in favor 
of rhe optional principle. I believe if it 
is adopted it will not only prove a benent 
to those parts of the State where frauds 
have and are likely to bo practiced, bur 
will give satisfaction to those who cling to 
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the old landmark of secret ballot. Frauds 
can then be detected in corrupt localities, 
and the people relieved from the great 
burdens,otherwiseimposeduponthetn by 
this section, where there is no apprehen- 
sion of frauds. In the event of investiga- 
tion the provisions contained in the sec- 
tion supply ample remedy for identifica. 
tion of the tickets, and will secure a count 
of votes honestly cast. Courts will have 
an opportunity of ascertaining, with some 
degree of certainty, the perpetration of 
fraud. 

I desire, however, to say just a few 
words upon the other branch of the ques- 
tion-the reteution of the secret ballot 
provision, or rather the proposed insertion 
of it by the amendment I have indicated. 
In every land upon which the sun has 
ever shown, from the beginning to this 
hour, there has existed an aristocracy, or 
a class who have secured to themselves 
special privileges, and with rights above 
other men. This class has been desig- 
nated, in some lands, the nobility, and 
they are esteemed to be of the best blood 
of their race, or pre-eminent for spme 
quality. In this country we recognize no 
such class, and hold that all are free and 
equal before the law ; that all stand alike; 
but for this nobility we have substituted 
another-the railroad corporations now 
covering the land. They to-day are in the 
exercise of special privileges, such as no 
aristocracy of the world could ever boast, 
and I take it that any man, in the light of 
coming events, one who looks a few years 
into the future, one who now sees the 
growing, the expanding, the overwhelm. 
ing power of corporations, the power they 
must necessarily exercise in the future 
over the political affairs, nay, the fate of 
the country, is willing to strike down the 
secrecy of the ballot, the only protection 
lie has against his master. 

The gentlemen from Philadelphia (Mr. 
Woodward) says it is peculiarly neces. 
srry that the secret ballot should be 
adopted in England, ‘and that there are 
many reasons for it there that do not ob- 
tain here. He says, in England the lands 
are owneli by the nobility, that the ten. 
antry are poor and humble, that in the 
exereiso of election or sufTra?e they are 
under the watchful eye of the middle- 
man; the agent of the landlord, and they 
hold them accountable for the way in 

which they exercise this privilege. I say 
to him there is tn aristocracy to-day in 
Pennsylvania which is as far above the 
ari%ocracy of England, as th6 sun ex- 
ceeds in brightness the star, grasping 
and jealous, demandingan unquestioned 
support from their retainers-this we 
will soou realize in less than a life time. 
Why we know that there is one corpora- 
tion, in our midst, that holds eighty 
thousand acres of land, and has untold 
millions of wealth beneath the soil ready 
for development, and every man who 
lives upon the soil is a serf, as much 
a serf as Wamba, the son of Witless, 
who was the bondman of Cedric, the 
Saxon, and for these I claim that the se- 
cret ballot, not for the poor shrinking 
creature, afraid of his daily bread, but 
every man in favor of individual enter- 
prise, every man who desires the uucon- 
trolled exercice of his energy and talents, 
let them retain this protection against, 
that principle and those who desire to 
absorb all material and political power to 
themselves. 

The State is already divided. Two or 
three corporations possess the fairest por- 
tions of our Commonwealth. Can we rest, 
under the illusion that they will be con- 
tent with the aggregation of material 
wealth? No, power is grasping and will 
not be satisfied with this power alone; it 
will aim at political power as incident 
and accessory to the other, and for thir 
purpose strive to control those in their 
employ absolutely to the coercion of 
their individual will or conviction. I am, 
for these reasons, opposed to striking out 
the principle of secret ballot. None 0:’ 
us are free from the motive of interest. 
I know that men cannot withstand its 
blandishments. I am not of those who 
claim gredt purity for myself. I only 
desire to stand with the erdiuary average 
of mankind, at leicsc in profession. I am 
not a stilted moralist; acts I judge from. 
The “proof of the pudding is in the ea:- 
ing,” and it is for poor weak humanity: 
such as I am myself, that I claim the 
principle of secret ballot as against power, 
and I beg of the committee not to take 
from the people the only power they pas- 
sess and leave them armless and liefence- 
less to the control of the greatest qjf ap 
prehended evils in this laud. Give lhem 
this at least, together with that which is 
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euzafiv’e of fraud. Onr danger is great, 
our enemy powerful, ‘but this pri&iple 
we can struggle on, and, lika the Argyb, 
fall with our feei to the foe. 

Mr. AIXEY. Mr. Chairman: It is eri- 
.dent this discussion will not be closed 
to-day. I therefore rise to move that the 
‘committee rinse. 

If members will turn tornle six that 
this Convention has adopted, shey ~111 
find that after to-day we shnll have no 
president pro tern. 

The CnamMnanr. Dnes the Chair un- 
derstand the gerrtleman from Lehigh to 
move that tlrecommittee rise, report pro- 
gress arid ask leave to sit again t 

Mr. AINE~. Yes, tir. 
The motion was agreed to. Tbe cotta- 

mittee rose, and Mr.Walker resumed the 
chair. 

IN CONVENTION. 

The CEAIRMAN of the committeeof the 
whole reported that the committee had 
further considered the report of the Com- 
r,nittee on Suffrage, Election and Repre- 
sentation, reported progress and asked 
leave to sit again. 

‘rhe PRESIDENT. When will the Con- 
vention grant the.commitree of the whole 
leave to sit again. 

Monday and to-morrow were both 
named. 

The question was first taken on Mon- 
‘day, and a division being called, less 
than a majority of a qnorum voted in the 
afXrmativ6. So to-morrow was named 
for the next session of the committee. 

THE PRESIDENT PRO TEN. 

Mr Ainey. Mr. President : I other the 
following resolution :- 

The PRESIDENT. That can only be 
done by common consent. 

Mr. NIL&S. Mr. President: I object. 
Mr. AINE?. Will the Chair be kind 

enough to state on what grounds 4 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair cannot 

tell. A single objection will prevent the 
recerltion of the r8SOlUtiOn. 

Mr. AINEY. Mr. President: Then I 
moie that the rules be suspended to allow 
the resolution to be received. 

Mr. N~OVEAQH. Mr. President : May 
we not have the resblution read for in- 
formation ? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair has no 
objection. 

Mr. STANTON. Mr, Preuidsnt : $ 110~ 
the objection will be withdrawn, so that 
we may act upon it without further losb 
of time. 

[Several member% I‘ I object I” ii I ob- 
ject !“I 

Mr. BOYD. Mr. Pxesldent : Can a leso- 
Jution be read when it is objected to, a”u 
this time ‘2 

The PRESIDENT. If the gentleman 
from Dauphin, or any gentleman, desires 
it to be read for information, the Chab 
will allow it to be done. 

The CLERI~~B~~: 
WHEREAS, Ten days having’ expired 

since the appointment of a president pro 
fem., and 

WHEREAS, RnIe six provides that a 
preside&pro tern. shall be chosen by th4s 
Convention after ten days shall have ex- 
pired, 

Re.sobecd, That Hon. Wm. II. Am:- 
strong be and he is hereby chosen Presi- 
dentpro tern. of this Convention. 

The motion to Suspend tilt? rules w:~s 
not agreed to. 

Mr. HAY. Mr. President: I move to 
adjourn on this motion. 

The yeas and nays were required by 
Mr. WorraIl and Mr. neverin, and were 
a4 follow, yiz : 

YEAS. 

Messrs.Baer,Baiiy,(Perry,) Baker, Bar- 
tholomew, Black, J. S., Boyd, Brodhe ati, 
Broomall, Brown, Campbell, Cassidy, 
Craig, Cronmiller, Curtin, Darlington, 
Dunning, Edwards, Elliott, Ellis, Ewing, 
Fell, Guthrie, Hay, Heverin Hopkins, 
Hunsicker, Kaine, Knigh$ Lamberton, 
Lawrence, Lilly, Li’tleton, M’AIlister, 
M’Camant, M’CIean, hIann, Niles, Patton, 
Porter, Smith, W. H., Turrell, Walker. 
White, Harry, White, J. W. P., Wood- 
ward and Worrell-40. 

L-AYS. 
Messrs. Achenbach, Addioks, Ainey, 

Alricks, Beebe, Biddle, Black, Cbns. A., 
Carter, Church, iZollins, Corbett, Carson, 
DeFrance, Gilpin, Hanna, Hazmrd, How- 
ard, Landis,MacConnell,DIacVeagh, Man- 
tor, Metzger, Minor, Mott, Newlin, Par- 
sons, Patterson, T. H. B., Read, John R., 
Reynolds, James L., Russell, Sharpe, 
Simpson, Stanton, Temple, Wetherill, J. 
M., Wetherill, Jno. Price, Wherry and 
, White, David N--38. 

So the motion to adjourn was agreed to. 
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ABSENT ORNOTVOTIN(X.--M~~~~~. An- 
drews, Armstrong,Railey,(Huntingdon,) 
Bard&y, Bowman, Barman, Barclay, 
Rnckalew, Carey, Clark, Cocbran, Curry, 
Cuyler, Dallas, Davis, Dodd, Finneg, 
Fnlton, Funck, Gibson, Gowen, Hall, Har- 
vey,Hemphill, Horton, Lear,Long,M’Cul, 
loch, MYAMurray, Palmer, G. W., Palmer, 
H. W., Patterson, D. W., Pughe, Purman, 
Pnrviance, John N., Purvianee, Sam’1 A., 
Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, S1 H., Rooke, 
Ross, Runk, Smith, H. G., Smith, Henry 
W., Stewart, SCrutherg,Vaq R+ed,Wright 
and Meredith, President-49. 

Mr. ARMS~RONQ. Mr. President : Be- 
fore the Convention is adjourned I desire 
to be heard for one moment. 

The PRESIDENT: It will require unani- 
mous vnsent. Unanimous consent was 
given and Mr. Armstroog proceeded. 

’ I certainly feel very grateful to the kind 
feeliug on the part of. my friend from 
Lehigh, (Mr. Ainey,) which has donbt- 
less dictated the resolntion which has 
bee; oresented. It has taken mequite by 
63nrpr&, and was offered wholly without 

my knowledge. Of course, I am not in- 
sensible to the high‘bonor which would 
be conferred upon any gentleman in this 
Convention, by being callgd upon to pre- 
side, at any time, over its deliberations. 
But it so chaseed, and very casually, 
that I called upon AMr. Meredith this 
morning, as I have done before, and bad 
a very pleasant interview with him. This 
morning be was able to be up, sitting in 
his chair,.feeling much more comfortable 
than he bad been previously, and he told 
me that he expected to be in the Conven- 
tion to-morrow. If not to-morrow, he 
said he certainly would, no doubt, be able 
to be here on Monday. I therelore think 
it would be, under these oircumstances, 
wise and best that no fuither considera- 
tion of this resolut{on, or of any similar 
resolution, should, at this time, engage 
the attention of the Convention. 

I desire to so express myself that I 
might not be misunderstood in relation 
to the action which has just been taken. 

The President then adjourned the Con- 
vention at .half-past two P. M., nn’til 
eleven o’clock to-morrow morning. 

I 
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FORTY-FOURTH DAY! 

SATURDAY, E’elnualy 15, 1873. 
The convention met at elev8n o’clock 

h. M. 
JOUI(NAL. 

The Journal of yeaten%y’s proceedings 
was mad and approv8d. 

ACOUSTICS OF TEE RALL. 
Mr. ADDICKS. Mr. -ident: With 

pour permimio~ I would like to make a 
short statement with refemnce to th8 
acoustics of this hall. At the suggestion 
of various members of the Conventian, 
the Committoe on the House, for the PIET- 
pose of endeavoring to improve the acous- 
tic properties of the ball, have had wires 
stretched acrOss from the windows upon 
cm8 side to the windows upon the Other, 
as you will perceive. I mention this fact, 
as the Committee on the House is desirous 
of ascertaining whether there is really 
any improvement in reference to the 
hearing, and that tb8 committee may 
know the effect of this cievica from the 
experience of t+day. 

PROTHONOTARY’S EEPQIZT. 

The Prmident presented to the Cooven- 
tion a report from the protbonotary of 
Greene county, which was referred to the 
Committee On the Judiciary. 

PROHIBITION. 

Mr,H~~preseu&d a petitionofoertain 
cltizeos of Allegheny county, praying for 
an amendment to the Constitution pro- 
bibiting the manufacture and sale Of in- 
toxicating liquors, which was referred to 
the Committee on Uglalation. 

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

Mr.N~~~~~offerecl thefollowingrem 
lutiou, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Legislation : 

Remlved, That the Governor, Attorney 
General and Superintendent of Comvon 
Schools shall wnstitute a State Board of 
Educstion. They shall appoint county 
superintendents, and shall have super- 
vision of publio instruction, subjeot to 
such regulations as may be prescribed by 
aw. 

LEAVES OF ABgENCE. 

Mr. J. W. F. WHITE asked Ieave of 
ahence for Mr. T. H. B. Patterson, of Al- 
legheny for a few days, which was 
granted. 

Mr. LANDIS asked leave of abse+nca for 
Mr. Curry for a few days, which was 
grauted. 

Mr. NILES asked leave of ahseuca for 
a few days for Mr. Bowman, on acoount 
of sickness in the family, which was 
granted. 

Mr. Cnunc~ asked leave of absence for 
Mr. Pamons for a few days, which was 
granted. 

QUORUM. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. A-e&d&t: 
I would like to inquire whether we have 
a quorum present 1 

The PRESIDENT. Does the gentleman 
desire a count of the Conveutlon? 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. I desire it be- 
cause I tbiuk tbere is not a quorum pre- 
sent, and, if not, we ciin spend the time 
pm&ably in wmmittee% 

Mr. PARSJN~. Doesit no&recpirefif- 
teen members to demsnd a call of the 
Couventkm P 

T&PRESIDENT. ARJ-membermayre- 
quire a count of the House. 

TbeHousebeingthen wunted,aqunrum 
of members was found to he present. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr.B~an~askedleave of &XXK% for 
Mr. Dodd for a few days, which was 
granted. 

Mr. LAWRENCE. Mr. President : T hold 
in my hand a resolution which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Townships,, 
Counties and Borough, which was errone- 
ously referred to that wmmlttee. I do 
not know what committee it oau be re- 
ferred to, but I am instructed to return it 
and ask that the Committee on Town- 
ships, Counties and Boroughs be dl 
charged from its further consideration. 

M~.HOWARD. I ask leavetomakea 
st.atement in regard to that resolution. 
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The PRRSIDENT. That is not in order. 
The question is not before the House. 

Mr. HOWARD. I understood the reso- 
lution had proceed to a second reading. 

The PRESIDENT. There is nothing be- 
fore the House. 

Mr. HOWARD. Then I move that we 
preceed to the se&d readingof the reso- 
lution. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The clerk read the resolution,as follows : 

Resolved, That the olIlcers of all primary 
meetings or primary elections, for nomina- 
tion of candidates for offloe or elrction of 
delegates to put in nomination said oandi- 
dates, shall be sworn or affirmed, before 
entering upon their duties, to fairly and 
truly conduct the proceedings and fairly 
and truly make up the result. And any 
wilfulviolation of said oath or afllrmation 
shall be perjury, and indictable and pun- 
lahable as such. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President : I have 
presente’d this subject to the consideration 
of the Convention at the request of a 
Iarge number of our citizens. I know it 
is a subject surrounded with difllculties, 
but yet it hasreceived the consideration of 
very many of the best men in the Com- 
monwealth. I do not know that we have 
any committee to which the subject might 
he properly referred, and for that reason I 
move that a special committee should be 
appointed by t.he President of the Con- 
vention to take charge of the matter and 
report a plan to the Convention for its 
adoption. 

Mr. NEWLIN. I second the motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT. Of how many shall 

the committee consist 4 
L“ Five.?‘] 
The PRESIDENT. A committee ot five 

will be appointed by the Chair. The next 
business in order is the further considera- 
tion of the article upon suffrage, in com- 
mittee of the whole. 

SUFFRAGE. 

So the Convention, as in committee of 
the whole, Mr. Lawrence in the chair, pro- 
ceeded to the further consideration of the 
report ‘of the Committee on Suffrage, 
Election and Representation. 

T~~CHAIRMAN. The question is upon 
the amendment proposed by the gentle. 
man from Somerset, (Mr. Baer,) as modl- 

fied at the suggestion of the gentleman 
from Fayette (Mr. K&e.) 

Mr. ELLIS. Mr. Chairman: I rise to 
say nothing on this subject, barring a very 
few remarks. It is fashionable in this 
committee for gentlemen to preface their 
remarks by the assurance that they do 
not propose to occupy’the attention bf the 
Convention for any considerable length of 
time, and I will therefore preface my re- 
marks with the same statement. I hope 
I shall succeed in making good the asser- 
tion. As I cast my eye over the hall this 
morning, I cannot help observing a grant 
many vacant seats. Even if I had a long 
speech to make, out of pure malice I 
would not afflict it upon the committee 
this morning, inasmuch as there are too 
few members present to suffer. I ob- 
serve, also, a great many chairs vacant 
which were filled yesterday when the 
yeas and nays were called, by gentlemen 
who voted against adjourning to-day. I 
am sorry to see this. I have nothing to 
say in censure of the motives of any gen- 
tleman who voted against adjourning on 
Saturday ; but I will say, without being 
charged, I hope, with any high crime or 
misdemeanor, that if consistency be a 
jewel, there are some gentlemen of this 
Convention who do not wear jewelry of 
that particular pattern. 

In order that I may not be misunder- 
stood as I proceed in the desultory re- 
marks which I hive to make, I will state 
that I am in favor of the report of the com- 
mihtee. It is proposed as a measure of 
relief for supposed existing evils. Wo 
have had various descrlptioiis from-gen- 
tlemen upon this floor of what the evils 
are that affect the body politic in the S%t’e 
of Pennsylvania. I listened with very 
great attention to the able gentleman from 
Dauphin, (Mr. MacVeagh,) chairman of 
the Committee on Legislature, the other 
day, when he aescribed what he consid- 
ered the actualevil underlyingtheadmin- 
istration of our present government. He 
very ably demonstrated that it was the 
greed of gain-that insatiable greed of 
man for grasping money that does not be- 
long to him, and in ways that are repre- 
hensible-that was the crying evil of the 
country. This has been an evil which has 
existed in every country of which we 
have any knowledge. Even in the in- 
spired writ it is said that love of money 
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is .th8 root ,oP all evil, and in profane 
writings the Roman satirist says thht 
there is no wickedness in the heart of man 
that compounds more poisons ; and the 
great painter of human motives, in our 
own language, must have had this poison 
in his mind when he describes the witches’ 
compound : 

“ Lirzard’s leg and owlet’s win<, 
For B charm of powerful troublr, 
Like B hell-broth boil and bubble.” 

The gentleman described this evil as an 
ulcer upon the body politic. Tf I am at 
all familiar with this disease, an uicer is 
a deadly disease, and the gentleman dem- 
onstrated very ably t,hat it had taken ef- 
fect upon the vita% of the country, and 
our liberties were being sapped and the 
life of the Republic was in danger. But, 
very suddenly, glancing over the country, 
he took a more’ cheerful view of things, 
As it were the sun purpling the east, he 
paints a goodly land, where everything 
was prosperous and happy and bright for 
the future ; where he saw Virtue, Liberty 
and Independence, like the three Graces, 
hand in hand, together tripping it down 
the coming centuries. And thus we were 
relieved from the great gloom that the 
gentleman cast upon the affairs of this 
country, and presented in the opening of 
liii address. 

When this speotre had passed awag 
my colleague, the gentleman from Schuyl- 
kill, (@.Bartholomew,) told us that there 
was a greater and more fearfulevil threat- 
ening ths country. He described to us, 
in his glowing language, that the monster 
that threatens our liberty and will destky 
our government, ls that offspring.of aggre- 
gated’capital-corporation. In discussing 
the question before the committee, he 
dwelt in detail upon the horrors that 
would attend an open election. Tie drew 
largely from eminent authors upon the 
British system, such as Bulwer and Dick- 
ens. He described our existing eif~irs, as 
in bad condition indeed. He spoke of 
t.hose who lived under this overshadowing 
aristocracy, corporation, as wearing a Ool- 
lar as did the bondmsn, Cedric the Saxon, 
in Ivanhoe. I could not help thinking, 
as the gentleman minutely described the 
qollar, that it should be inscribed with 
Pope’s couplet : 

‘. I am his biglmws’ dog, st KeW- 
Pray te,, me, air, n,,o*o dog are you? ,- 

Rut, I believe, Mr. Chairman, that a 
great and gIorious future is destined for 

this country. I am glad to agree with 
1119 gdntleman from Dauphin (Mr. Mac- 
Veagh.) I listen with great pleasure to 
his argument. Our country is young, 
vigorous and lusty, and will substantially 
mature to a well developed manhood. 
These evi1.s that afflict us now are such, 
perhaps, as are incident to every country, 
but it is our duty to mitigate the evils as 
much as the ability in us lies. 

This propositlon to number the ballots 
and write the names of the voters upon 
them, I take it, is a step directly in favor 
of purity of elections. I would be willing 
to agree with thegentleman from Schuyl- 
kill,(Mr.Bartholomew,) to strike out the 
word “shall” and insert the word “may,! 
provided we could know where the con- 
templated fraud is to take place. If we 
knew who it was that would commit the 
fraud, precautions could be taken by 
those who were to be deCrauded by writ- 
ing their names upon their ballots, thus 
securing that purity in such a shape that 
an investigation might secure to the pro- 
perly elected person the office. But in 
our experience, in that wilderness of 
Schuylkill, I must confess that I cannot 
see how this would help us out of the 
dlfflculty. We have had in our elections, 
frauds as often, I might say, as elections 
for members of the Legislature as pro- 
posed-that is bienially ; but this is cer- 
tain, that in the township in which it has 
occurred one year it has not been per- 
petrated the next. The thing is with us :t 
good deallikelightning-it doesnot strike 
twice in the same place. If any good 
friend who understands what is to be 
done would inform the party to be in- 
jured where it is to be done he could take 
this precaution, as provided in the pro- 
posed modification. But we do not know. 
We have never been informedof it ; albeit 
I have heard the gentleman from Schuyl- 
kill (Mr. Bartholomew) say that he knew 
that “silly Patterson” would be strnck, 
and he knew who was going to strike 
“Billy Patterson.” 

Yet I have no expectation at all that in 
future we will be any better off thau”we 
have been in the past. I have, therefore,, 
thought the provision should be made 
compulsory and obligatory. I, for my 
part, do not see slaughter-houses staring 
me in the face any more than I do the 
death’sheads and crossbones of the CX- 



porationi of Pennsylvania, which the gen- 
tleman held up to our vision. By no 
means. He cites instances from the very 
able and very authentia writings of Rul- 
*cr and Dickens. He might have added 
to those eminent authors the more grave 
and authentic desoription of elections in 
the old country, as described by Mickey 
Free in “ Charles O’Malley.” 

But I must confess that those gentlemen 
who see these difficulties in the plan pro- 
posed are scarcely to be relied upon when 
they deduce from the novels of Dickens 
and Bulwer these ficts, deduce stern rea- 
939 and logic. In our own country, the 
gentleman from Schuylkill (Mr. Bartholo- 
mew) altered his position by selecting an 
unfortunate gentleman away down in the 
south somewhere, of whom I never heaid 
before, and perhaps of whom nobody else 
ever heard here, and may never hear 
again. He selected this instance of 
where a man voted viva ~oce for Abra- 
ham Lincoln, and received, as a reward 
for his independence, three or four bul- 
lets in his body. If this is really as 
true as those described by Dickens and 
Bulwer, why of course we have to take it. 
&,ut I cannot think that the gentleman 
himself was an eye witness to the trans- 
a&ion. 

But these asserted instances are nothing 
to draw a principle from, and in this way 
of voting by a number of ballots there is 
no more publicity at elections than there 
now is. In fact, publicity only comes in 
where a judicial investigation is ordered, 
and not otherwise. Then, for the security 
of the ballot-box, for the purpose of pro- 
serving the rights of the people, if contests 
should arise, it is of the utmost importance 
that we should endeavor, as far as in’us 
lies, to enact such measures as will restore 
again to the American people their ctotifi- 
dence in that great bulwark of liberty 
upon which the foundation of our institu- 
tions rests. I take it we have no more 
important duty before us than this, none 
Equal in importance to it. The confidence 
bf the American people in the punty of 
fhe ballot has been shaken. Unless it be 
restored and the ballot purified, our coun- 
tug is in serious danger, not from any one 
spectre or another, not from love of gain, 
or the overshadowing power of corpora- 
tions, as the gentleman from Schuglkill 
(Mr, Bartholomew) would have us sup- 

pose, but from all and every one of them. 
the ‘country is in danger, if something 5s 
not done to purify the ballot-box. 

Now, I take it,,there can be no s&ious 
argument made against this question. At 
least I have heard no serious argument 
yet. The question simply of publicity 
ha.8 no weight whatever. 

There may be a distaste in some parts 
of the rural districts, to requiring the 
name to be written, but that will very 
soon wear away. It is more in fancy than 
f;id. But it will be a wholesome oondi- 
tiijn of things in the State if it is known 
that when a man votes he must write his 
name, or have it written, upon his ballot. 
It will have a wholesome effect upon the 
rising generation to know that when they 
come to exercise this important function 
they will be required to write their name& 
It will be an incentive to them to acquire 
at least that much education as will ena- 
ble them intelligently to discharge this 
important function. It will elevate the 
ballot, and make it a thing of intelligence 
-not, as now, zi matter in which ballots 
are held in the pocket of the window man, 
while one-half of the voters really do not 
know for whom they are voting. It will 
give greater security to the ballot, and all 
those fancied evils drawn from fiction 
should not weigh a feather in the estima- 
tion of the committee; upon this question. 

Mr. J. W. F. WHITE. Mr. Chairman: 
I have often heard it suggested that there 
is no inspiration in empty benches, and if 
I desired to make au eloquent and in- 
spiring speech, I certainly should not 
attempt it thiv morning ; but, desiring to 
present, simply a few plain, practical 
thoughts on the question before the com- 
mittoe, I may as well try that this morn- 
ing as at any other time, because, although 
we may have but a bare majority of ‘our 
Convention present this morning, yet I 
believe we have the working part of, the 
Convention here ; and perhaps we are as 
well qualiflsd for talking aud considering 
as if we had more persons present. 

In the first ,placo, I do not favor the 
proposition of the gentle&m from Somer- 
set, (Mr. Baer,) the immediate question 
before the committee. If we require- 
atid that, I understand, is his proposi- 
tion-a separate ticket for every office, we 
will have at some of our elections fifteen, 
twenty, and sometimes as high astwenty- 
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five drstmd and separate ballots to be 
voted. Now if you require every voter 
to write his name on his ballot, or, if he 
cannot write himself, to get somebody 
else to write his name and to attest his 
signature, you will require very large 
slips of paper for ballots. 

Mr. BAER. The proposition made by 
me does not contemplate that ou these 
separate ballots the electors should write 
their names, but, on the contrary, there 
are no names to be on them whatever. 

Mr. J. W. F. WEITE. I did not under- 
stand t.he gentleman (Mr. Baer) as favor- 
ing the proposition to put the names on 
the ballots, but that question has been ar- 
gued here. He very properly, I think,cou- 
eludes that his amendment is in direct op- 
position to the theory of writing the names 
on the bailots. Still, we might adopt the 
system of voting separate ballots, and at 
the same time adopt the system of writing 
thenames. I am opposed, sir, to both. I 
think we had better leave to the Lngisla- 
tore the question whether voters should 
vote separate ballots for every office, or 
whether for certain offices they may be 
united. For instance, I believe at present 
we have one slip containing all the names 
of the State officers, then another slip con- 
taining all the names of the county offl- 
cers, and so on. Now, my experience is 
that that is a better plan than separate 
ballots for every officer. 

It has been suggested here, I think, 
perhaps, by the gentleman from Centre, 
(Mr. Curtin,) that if a person deslras to 
throw out a candidate from his own party 
and take one from another, he can do it 
mole effectively and securely when we 
vote by the separate ballot system. I beg 
leave to differ with him on that point. I 
believe it can be done much more effeo- 
tively and securely when we vote by the 
ulip system, and I will tell you why : 

I presume we all know that when the 
different parties get out their party 
tickets, they have’ them nearly always 
printed with different and distinct styles 
of type and paper. The Republican 
ticket, for instance, can be readily dis- 
tinguished from any other by the type and 
paper on which it is printed-the outside 
readily indicating what is within. Par- 
ties almost always strive to preserve this 
difference. We know the fact that party 
leaders generally want to draw the reins 

of party very tightly, and therefore will 
have the type and paper of their several 
tickets entirely distinct. Now if separate 
tickets be used and a man who belongs 
to one party wishes to vote the ticket of 
the opnosite party for one oftice, he is 
almost sure to be detected by the type in 
which the heading of the ticket is printed 
and also by the color of the paper. But 
if he votes the slip ticket, he can quietly 
erase one name from it and insert another 
without any person knowing whether he 
has voted the entire ticket or not. I have 
done that more that once myself, and I 
presume other gentlemen in this Convcn- 
tion have done it, and I can say from 
experience and observation, that the sys- 
tern of voting by slip tickets, where we 
have a number on the same ticket, is 
more convenient to the voter. It enables 
him more easily t,o strike out one of those 
on his own party ticket and substitute 
another, and for that reason, as well as 
others, I am opposed to the substitute of 
the. gentleman from Somerset (Mr. Raer.) 

Now, sir, on this other question. As a 
member of the Committee on Suffrage 
and Elections, I could not and did not 
join in this report requiring every voter 
to have his name written upon his ballot- 
Aud. sir, I cannot vote for it in the Con- 
vention for many reasons. 1 will try to 
avoid repeating what has been well said 
and better said by others, and will give 
you a few thoughts that have occurred to 
my mind, and that have not been pre- 
sented so strongly, or at least have not 
struck me so forcibly in their presenta- 
tion, as they impress my own mind. 

In the first place, what is the object e0 
be gained by writing the name of the 
elector ou the ballot? We have heard a 
great deal of talk about purifying our 
elections, and about the great good to be 
accomplished by having the name writ- 
ten. Pray, sir, what has it amounted to ? 
If I can understand it, it can accomplish 
nothing whatever, except after the ballot 
is deposited in the box, and you come to 
raise the question afterwards-has there 
heen a fraud perpetrated upon the balk+ 
box 4 

I cannot conoeive that that is to have any 
goodinfluence upon the voter before he de- 
posits his ballot. On the contrary, I believe 
it would be very objectionable to him. But 
after the ballots have been deposited in 
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the box, when you come to investigate 
the matter afterwards, and to ask : ‘I Eas 
some person voted who ought not to have 
voted 9” 66Hassomeperson voted twice?” 
“Has some person voted in the name of 
some other person ?” Or, “ have the elec- 
tion officers, or anybody else, tampered 
with the ballot-box ? ” I apprehend that 
here is all that can be accomplished by this 
mode. 

Well, sir, then I object to requiring 
every voter in t,he State of Pennsylvania 
to write his name upon his ballot because 
of frauds that may have been perpet,rated 
in a few localities of the State. As a citi- 
xen and voter of this State, I protest 
against the sweeping charges that have 
been made about frauds in the elections of 
the State of Pennsylvania. 1 know, sir, 
whereof I afflrm, when I say that these 
frauds do not exist generally in this State. 
I have voted in several different locali- 
ties in my life and am pretty well ac- 
quainted with the county in which I live 
and the counties adjoining, and I appeal 
to the members here-to you, sir, (Mr: 
Lawrence,) from one of the adjoining 
counties, and to other gentlemen here 
from western Pennsylvania, to say 
whether these sweeping charges are ap- 
plicable to that section ? 

Mr. HAZZABD. They are applicable to 
Monongahela city. 

Mr. J. W. F. WHITE. Well, sir, if itis 
true of Monongahela city, it is the only 
place in Washington county of which it 
ia true. I know it is not true of the dis- 
tricts where I have voted. It is charged 
that it is true of the city of Philadelphia. 
I do not know whether the ballot-box in 
Philadelphia is so utterly corrupt, and 
every election district so entirely demor- 
alised, as some say they are. Some of the 
city delegates deny it. I know not 
whether in every e&lion in the city of 
Philadelphia, from the election of presi- 
dential electors down to the lowest county 
or ward ofllce, these frauds are practiced 
or not. It may be true that in some dis- 
tricts represented by the gentleman from 
Carbon (Mr. Lilly) and elsewhere, these 
frauds are practiced ; but I do insist that 
they are not general throughout the State 
of Pennsylvania, and it is almost wholly 
untrue in reference to the rural districts 
of the State. 

Now, sir, I object’ lo this provision, even 
ifit were necessary for the city of Phils- 
delphia. I object to making it a univer- 
sal provision for the’ State of Pennsyl- 
vania, and I object to it because of the 
annoyance and vexation it will be to the 
voters themselves. I object to it because 
of the trouble it wlll give to the oiIlcers 
of elertions. It will, Mr. Chairman, be a 
great burden to the electors. There is no 
disguising the fact that there are electors 
in almost every district in this State who 
cannot write their names. And the plan 
proposed is that the elector shall write 
his name, or that it shall be written for 
him br some other elector and attested 
by that other. Now, sir, I venture to say 
that in some districts there are hundreds 
of men who cannot write their names 
upon their ballots, besides the trouble 
and vexation it will be to every man that 
votes. 

I speak now, sir, my own feelings on 
this subject as a voter. Although I have 
never felt like telling a lie in reference to 
my ballot, I never told anybody that I 
voted ror him when I did not, or that I 
intended to vote for him when I did not 
intecd to do so. I believe, sir, that I have 
never lied, nor wanted to he, to anybody 
about how I voted ; yet, sir, I confess to 
you that I have voted at times when I 
did not want everybody to know how’1 
voted. I apprehend there is scarcely a 
man on this floor that has not felt that 
way. 

I look upon this right of voting by bal- 
lot as a right to guard and protect the 
voter himself, not because I wish to play 
false, not because I wish to deceive or im- 
pose upon anybody, but because I have a 
right, as a citizen, to express my convic- 
tions of what 1 think ought to be done, or 
who ought to be elected, without being 
questioned by anybody. That is my 
ground, sir. I say I have a right, as a 
voter of Pennsylvania, to vote for whom I 
please, and it is nobody’s business how I 
vote. That is a matter for which I must 
answer to myself, my Cod and my coun- 
try. My neighbor has no business to ask 
me, oMr. White, bow do you vote?” nor 
has anybody e:se tbe right to ask me how 
I voted or how I intended to vote, with 
one exception. If it becomes necessary 
to contest an election, and in the con+%& 
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it becomes necessary to inquire into the 
question of fraud, whether the election 
officers or others have perpetrated frauds, 
and it should be found desirable for the 
public good, and in order to correct any 
frauds .that may have been committed, to 
know for whom I voted, then it becomes 
my duty to say just how I did vote, but 
on no other ground whetever. And I in- 
sist that this thing of voting by ballot is 
one of the great and inestimable rights of 
the electors of this State; and I do not 
wish that right to be frittered away ; and 
I do not wish the men that cannot read 
and write to be placed in a position that I 
myself. would not wish to occupy. 

I have heard it suggested that if we had 
this mode of voting, the elector might 
take his ticket home, and in the quiet and 
deliberation of home write his name. So 
he might. But that voter can now take 
his ticket home with him, as many of us 
do, and in the quiet of home determine 
how he shall vote, then put the ticket in 
his pocket, go to the election poll and vote 
it. How will it be with the great mass of 
the peopie in the State? They must first 
get from somebr,dy a ticket. They must 
write their names on that, either before 
they leave home, or on the way to the 
election poll, or at the poll, when about to 
deposit the ticket. Whoever cannot write 
his name must call upon somebody else 
to do so for him, and attest it, which 
places the voter in the power of three or 
four men to impose upon him, when it 
would be, without this plan, in the power 
of but one now, Of course, if he cannot 
read, he must ask some friend for his 
ticket, and after getting it he must ask 
another person to write his name upon 
it, when it would be a very easy matter 
for the friend to put that ticket out of the 
way and substitute another for it. 

I can see no advantage on that ground ; 
but I object to it, because, first, it strikes 
at the ballot itself. I confess I can hardly 
conceive of this thing called an open bal- 
lot. The very idea of the ballot, as we 
have had it in Pennsylvania since the 
origin of the State, is that of a rolled up 
ticket-a ticket with the name of the can- 
didate concsaled, the outside indicating 
what office it is for-and the voter walks 
up and votes by ballot, by depositing that 
little slip of paper in the ballot-box ; and 
when it goes in there, no person standing 

there, no election officer or other person, 
has any business to inquire of him, “ How, 
sir, do you vote 1” 

Now, believing there is no advantage in 
this thing except simply as a means of 
detecting frauds that might be perpetra- 
led after the ballot is put into the ballot- 
box, and, as that applies only to a few 10; 
calitiesin Pennsylvania, aud is only neces- 
sary in these localities, I object to this 
“open” ballot clause in our Constitution. 
Why, sir, it seems to me that it is the 
worst kind of special legislation. I shall 
object to every provision in our Constitu- 
tion that applies simply to a few locali- 
ties. I want this Constitution to be the 
Constitution of the entire State, applica- 
ble everywhere, and not have provisions 
peculiar to this locality or to that ; for the 
worst kind of special legislation is that 
which is applied to all, while intended 
simply to meet the wants of a few locali- 
ties. 

If in Philadelphia or in Carbon, or any 
other locality where it may he necessary, 
you desire special regulation on this sub- 
ject, I am willing to leave it to the Legis- 
lature to accommodate them, but I sob 
not willing to burden down the whole 
State of Pennsylvania with a provision of 
this kind, intended only to meet the nc- 
cessities of a few localities. Hence I am 
quite willing to vote for this-that the 
ballots may be numbered or marked in 
some other way for the purpose of identi- 
fication, and in such manner as tho Legis- 
lature may prescribe. I am willing to 
give the power to the Legislature to do 
this for such localities as require it, where 
we may want to correct the evils com- 
plained of; but I am unwilling to put 
this oppressive clause into the Coustitu- 
tion by which a large number of the 
voters of Pennsylvania will be substan- 
tiallycut off from the ballot. Far better 
leave it to the Le&lature than for us to 
put in the Constitution a provision de- 
signed mainly for a few localities, which 
would be a great burden upon the entire 
State. 

Mr. KNIGHT. Mr. Chairman : I do not 
rise with the view of making a speech, 
but I merely rise to say that I am opposed 
to this clause, as presented by the com- 
mittee, for various reasons. 

In the first place, we have voted in this 
State by ballot for nearly a hundred years. 
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In the second place, I find, by examining 
the Constitutions of the various States of 
this Union, that t,here is only one State- 
Kehtucky-in which they vote by any- 
thing but: the ballot. Kentucky votes 
viva uoce, and gentlemen on this floor can 
judge, from their knowledge of that State, 
whether their elections are better and 
purer, and whether the people have more 
freedom than elsewhere in the United 

‘States. Delaware, Oregon and Indiana 
vote on what they term the “free and 
equal” system, which I suppose means 
the ballot. 

I do not propose, sir, to answer any of 
the arguments that have been made on 
this subject. But I think the voters are 
as well able in this city, and indeed in 
every section of this Commonwealth, to 
protect their own interests, as they are in 
the other States of this Union. I think 
the proposed remedy in this case tend 
very much to demoralize the people, and 
4t would give the powerful corporate 
bodies of this Commonwealth great ad- 
vantages over their liberties. If there are 
laws required to purify the ballot-box, let 
them be enact& to punish the parties 
who are chosen to be election officers, who 
are sworu to do their duty, and who are 
paid for their services. These parties are 
not compelled to accept these positions; 
but if they do accept them, and swear to 
perform their duties faithfully, and then 
violate their oaths, let them be punished 

.se$erely, but do not undertake to tram- 
mel the voters themselves. 

It is my impression that, so far as the 
city of Philadelphia is concerned, a law 
that will suit the whole State will suit us 
in the city. The guards that we have 

‘already thrown around the ballot-box are 
very efficient-one requiring a residence 
of sixty days in the district, another re- 
quiring naturalization papers to have 
been taken out a month before voting, 
together with the proposed further amend- 
ment limiting the precincts to not exceed- 
ing two hundred votes to each. These 
provisions 01 themselves will have a very 
great effect toward purifying elections in 
the city of Philadelphia, and in other 
places throughout the State. 

There are, however, other requirements, 
other changes, which it would be advis- 
able to make in order to purify our elec- 
tibns. Let the aldermen be appointed by 
the judges of the courts, during good be- 

havior, with fixed salaries. Let them be 
men qualified to fill the position, and have 
their appointments confirmed, if you 
please, by the Senate and Governor of the 
State. Then we will do away with one 
evil. 

Another great evil exitits in connection 
with the oillces of sheriff, prothonotary, 
register of wills, and such offices. Some 
of these positions, as we have had them 
here, are.said to be worth from $50,000 to 
$75,000 a year, and corresponding efforts 
are made to get them. If you reduce the 
compensation for the duties of these offices 
to a salary, giving a liberal compensation, 
say $10,000 a year, or more if you s’o please, 
you do away with that gross evil. 

The great frauds, in my judgment, do 
not trike place with the citizens who vote, 
but with the men inside the windows, 
.who are swcrn to do their duties faith- 
fully. The cry about election frauds re- 
minds me very much of the country lad 
who, on visiting the city, observed a bank- 
ing instituticn which was made securs at 
the doors and windows by heavy iron 
gratings. While contemplating the pros- 
pect, an officer of the bank inqnired of 
him why he was so keenly observing the 
window gratings? (I Why,” said the boy, 
“1 was just thinking how unn-ise the 
owners of this institution are for putting 
these thing there,” 

“These things,” said theofficer ; 6LWhy, 
they are to keep dishonest people from 
coming in.” 

“1 do not see any advantage ii that,” 
said the boy, “when the dishonest people 
are generally inside.” 

If you can cure this great evil com- 
plained of you will be accomplishing 
a great deal, but do not take this great 
ballot privilege away from the people. 
As I have already observed, I have exam- 
ined the Constitution of every State in the 
Union, and find only one, Kentucky, 
voting by the viva vote system. In every 
other of the States they vote by ballot. 

Whilst I desire to assist the Convention 
in every proper way to protect the purity 
of the ballot-box, I am opposed to curtail- 
ing or restricting the present rights of 
honest and legal voters of this Common- 
wealth. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. Chairman: I have 
listened with some attention to the re- 
marks that have been made upon this 
question, and I am not satisfied thnt this 
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proposed amendment to the Constitution 
would be sn improvement. 

The single and aecrec ballot hrs been 
voted in Pennsylvania since the adoption 
of the first Constitution, in 1776; re-en- 
acted in that of 1790, and retained, exact- 
ly as ic had been, in the Constitution of 
1837-35. The single and secret ballot with 
which our people have become familiar is 
the simplest and best in my opinion. The 
act of 1X66, that provided for a diserent 
manner of voting tickets, was an innova- 
tion upon th3 old system, and the act of 
1869 was a further innovation. I am op- 
posed to trammeling, in any way, the 
right of elective franchise; still I will go 
as far as any gentlelnan upon this floor to 
surronnd it with guards that will protect 
its purity. Much has been said about 
frauds upon the ballot-box, some of which 
I have no doubt are well founded, but 
they caunot, I am sure, be prevented by 
an amendment to the Constitution, such 
HS this section reported by the committee. 

The report of the committee wouId be, 
I think, a violation-if not of the letter at 
least of the spirit-of the Declaration of 
Rights, that “all elections shall be free and 
equal.” You compel voters in the corm 
try, where there are five or six hundred 
votes polled at a single place-a school 
house, if you please-without any h&l’- 
ties for writing, and not a dwelling, pel- 
haps, within a quarter of a mile of the 
place, to write their names on their tick- 
ets. It would be impossible to carry out 
the provisions of this report of the corn- 
mittee if put into the Constitution. 

Under the actof 1866 you will vote gen- 
erally five ballots. Now if it is required 
that a voter shall write his name upon 
every one of these, and that that signa- 
ture shall be attested by some other voter, 
who is not an officer of the election board, 
it would take several days to get through 
with an election under a process such as 
this. Why, sir, it would deter men from 
going to the polls; it would deter them 
from exercising this great privilege which 
has been so much talked of; fraudulent 
voting, which the amendment now pend- 
ing is inteuded to prevent, is not SO likely 
to be iudulged in under that system as 
the other. Why, sir, I am told that they 
have now got to printing tickets in such 
a way us to make it impossible to alter or 
change the face of it. They print them 
upon some kind of slip ;otbpaper upon 

which nothing can be stuck, and they 
print the names so close together that 
there is not room, if you erase one name, 
to put on another instead. “ Ring” tick- 
ets of this kind are gotten up. Nornina- 
tions aro made, and tickets gotten up by 
those who manage elections; and while 
there might be good persons on them- 
men : that possess the confidence of the 
voter-there may be others that are not 
in that position; and a voter is compelled, 
if he votes at all, to vote for all on the 
ticket. But give us the old planof a sin- 
gle ticket for every office, and a man could 
then vote for the man he deemed best fit- 
ted for the position, and it can be done 
quietly and no one will know anything ill 
regard to his vote except himself. 

That is the reason why I prefer the sin- 
g?e ticket. IL was an ionovation on the 
timezhonored custom of Pennsylvania 
when these changes were made. Under 
the old plan we had no frauds, no ballot- 
bos stuffing, or anything of that kind; 
and it is only since we got IO making 
these new rules that frauds have been 
committed. 

The act of 1669 put all elections together, 
the spring and the fall electionsall in one. 
That was found to be utterly impractics- 
ble, and the spring elections have, cherc- 
fore, beeu separated from the fall, and uut 
back where they were before. We have, 
fortunately, adopted a provision for the 
regulation of this matter hereafter. But 
that act of Assembly contains forty-three 
sections, twenty of which only apply to 
the State of Pennsylvania, and twenty- 
three apply to the city of Philadelphia. 
That is the law under which the elections 
in Philadelphia have been held since that 
time; and it is under it thar these frauds 
have been perpetrated. 

There has been a great deal of Llk 
here about J‘rounders,” L‘re~eaters” and 
ballot-box stuffers. I do not exactly know 
what they mean. I suppose, however, 
that a “rounder: and “repeater” are the 
same thing ; that a “rounder” is one who 
goes from one poll to another and votes :L 
hundred times or so during one election 
day, and a “repeater” is the same thing- 
a man who goes around and ropea& 
votes fur A hrre and A there, and so on 
until he has voted in all the precincts of 
the city. As I understand it, the propo- 
sition now before us has been introduced 
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with a view of preventing these ontrages. 
It might result beneficially in that regard : 
but, can they not be prevented otherwise? 
Where are your election offic*er~? Who 
are the men that pt$rpetrate these frauds? 
These rounders and repexters could not 
do it unless they were aided by the men 
who had been put in o5ce, xworn and 
paid to do their duty. They are the men 
who are gnilty, because rhey are responsi- 
ble for the frauds, and, indireotly, the 
cause of them. Is it possible, that in a 
precioct where thereare twoor three hun- 
dred persons to vote, that five gentlemen 
will be selected for their ability and their 
integrity as election offlmrs-a judge, two 
specbrs arid two clerks, who would not 
know the voters of that precinct or that 
district? !rhey are the men who per- 
petrate the frauds. They are the men 
who take out tickets and put in ochars. 
How are you to prevent that P Wi!l this 
provision do it? I think not. Whar is 
to prevent these electiou officers frotu add- 
ing name after name and number after 
number to their tally lists, and numher- 
iog the tickets accordingly, sod placing 
them in there when they are not voted at 
all. How are you to prevent the greater 
frauds thar have been perpetrated here ? 
an instance of which WA had at the or- 
ganizaticn of this Convention, by two 
delegates claiming seats, from this city. 
There the fraud had been commitred after 
the votes had been coumed, after the 
tally papers had been made out, after 
the whole return had been filed. The 
unfaithful return judge, whose duty it 
was to take these returns to the place 
where they were to be counted, altered 
the figures and changed the result. How 
are you to prevent that? This amend- 
ment will not do it. It is very well to 
talk about these ‘* rounders” and 4‘ re- 
peaters.” They are one party to the 
frauds, but they are the less evil of the 
two. It is the election ofacers who per- 
petrate the great frauds. 

This subject reminas meof an anecdote 
that I. once heard of John Randolph, 
who w-88 at a horse race. Some jockeys 
present knew that he was fond of that 
kind of sport and of betting. They went 
to him and asked him if he did not want 
to bet upon the race. He told them be 
would bot, “but,” says he, “who will 
hold the stakes?” They had a com- 

panion with them who was ready to hold 
tbestakesand runawaywith them,whom 
they called ‘Squire Jones. They told 
him that ‘Squire Jane!+ would hold the 
stakes. “Yes,” said he, “but who the 
devil will hold ‘Squire Jones?” So in 
this case; you may make all the guards, 
as you snppose, around the ballot, but 
who is going to hold the election officers. 
How are you going to prevent them from 
doing this mischief, because the truth is 
that there is the di5culty. Is it possible 
that there are not honest men enough in 
Philadelphiatobold their elections? They 
got up this peculiar system-whether for 
good or evil-in lS69, called the registry 
law, and it has worked badly. Every 
year, for the past two or three years, there 
has been an application made to the Leg- 
islature of Pennsylvania to repeal or alter 
that law, but it has always failed. An 
effort is now being made by Col. M’Olnre 
to change it. I have before me a copy of 
it. It is a very long act, it is true, but 
not as long as the act of l&9. so far as I 
have been able to look over it, I think it 
will go very far to prevent the perpetra- 
tion of frauds by these election officers. 

You must begin deeper down; you 
must go farther back rhan the “ rounder ” 
and the “repeater.” The gentleman from 
Philadelphia, (Mr. Knight,) and men ot’ 
his stamp, must pay some attention to 
these election officers. If you place five 
honest men in the board I have no doubt 
you will correct the evil. It you get hon- 
est men who live in the precinct-a judge, 
two inspectors and two clerks-I think it 
would be utterly impossible, I know it 
would be, in our county, for anybody to 
perpetrate a fraud upon that election 
board. I cannot conceive how it is possi- 
ble that five intelligent gentlemen, se- 
lected to hold an election in a precinct in 
Philadelphia, where there areonly two or 
three hundred voters, could not detect 
every fraud that was attempted to be per- 
petrated. 

hfr. SI~PSOX. I would say to the gen- 
tleman that I bad occasion Once to inves- 
tigate a contested election case in the 
country, and it was proved that one of% 
cer out of five cheated to the extent of 
getting forty-nine fraudulent votes in:o 
the ballot-box. 

Mr. J3our. In what county was that? 
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Efr. KAINE. I have no doubt that gen- 
tleman had learned those very tricks from 
‘some person -skilled ,in them in the city of 
Philadelphia. I do not pretend to know 
the corruptions in Philadelphia. I know 
there may be some corruption in different 
parts of the State; but the great cry that 
has come up has been from the oity of 
Philadelphia, and that cry has been for 
,the correction of the evils that have be- 
borne so overpowering. If the citieens of 
Philadelphia cannot protect themselves 
from these rounders and repeateis; if 
they will admit, as they have admitted 
on this floor, that they are entirely pow- 
erless in this regard, I will vote to put a 
provision in the Constitution that.the cit- 
izensofPhiladelphiashal1 beentirelydis- 
franchised, and that they shall not vote 
for State officers at all. But I do not be- 
lievelit. I believe that the people of the 
rity of Philadelphia are capable of pre- 
venting these frauds. There cannot be 
any doubt ab,out it. 

I am opposed to the report of the com- 
mittee. I am in favor of the amendment 
of the gentleman from Somerset, (Mr. 
Baer,) because it is getting us back to 
good old limes, when we had no frauds. 
I do not like LO hear of these charges that 
have been made about the frauds in the 
elections of the ,State of Pennsylvania. I 
do not believe that the people of Pennsyl- 
vania are any worse than the citizens of 
our neighboring States, I believe that 
we are just as pure and just as perfect as 
they are. I have no notion that this cor- 
ruption exists to the extent it has been 
complained of on this floor. I do not 
{hink we need such a clause in the Con- 
stitution as this reported by the commit- 
tee. I think it will be an incumbrance. 
I am sure it would be in the country, and 
I am satisfied itwould beinPhiiadelphia. 
Laws can be passed by the Legislature 
that will prevent the frauds here com- 
plained of. I, for one, desire to see placed 
in the Constitution some alterations and 
some amendments that have come to be 
necessary with the growth of our State, 
but I do not want very many of them. I 
prefer the Constitution of Pennsylvania 
to-day, as it stands, to the Constitution of 
any other State of the Union. It is a better 
Constitution than that which has been so 
much talked about and sought after, the 
Constitution of the State of Illinois. I do 
not want such radical changes as the one 
proposed by the report of the committee. 

Mr. MINOR. Mr. Chairman : Listening 
to this discussion, sir, I have endeavored 
to pay the closest attention, in order that 5 
I might receive light for my own vote,- 
and be able to have a reason for the faith 
that I might adopt. The result of that 
listening is, that I feel we must come 
back to the place from whence we stars- 
ed-like the first dove from Noah’s ark. 
We have not been able, as yet, to find a 
place upon which we can rest the soles of 
our feet. We mnst come back to the pro- 
vision of our Constitution as it now 
stands, or that which is equivalent to it, 
the amendment suggested by the gentle- 
man from Cumberland (Mr. Wherry.)’ 

Now, sir, as briefly as possible, I will 
give you the reasons for my belief. 

first, as to the report of tho cornmttee: 
it is admitted if that report is adopted it 
will necessarily destroy what is termed 
the secret ballot. It is claimed for it, 011 
the other hand, that it will prevent, or 
largely reduce certain evils that have be- 
come prominent in this State. Kow, sir,. 1 
do not propose to deny that there is any 
virtue, whatever, in that provision. I will 
not undertake to say that, if adopted, it 
will not reduce, any evil or promote ar:y 
good ; but I must not stop there. It mxy, 
perhaps would reduce rounding, repeat- 
ing and stufling; but that is, byno meaus, 
all it would, accomplish. Let us set if. 
while it shuts one door, it does not open 
another to, at least, greater evils ant1 
frauds. The gentlemen who have spoken 
upon this subject have confined ttlem- 
selves co the inside of the ballot-box. 
and all the evils that they have re- 
ferred to have had their birth and exk- 
tence there. We must look outside. It 
is well enough to look inside, but we 
must see what is being done outside, and 
know where we leave the voter, for un- 
less we leave the voter in proper shape jt 
isof no account what vote may be in- 
side. Is it not true that when you com- 
pel a man to vote an open ballot, as is 
now proposed, that you place the voter in 
just this position ? If, in the first place. 
there arc two men, personal friends of 
his, and he is made to choose between 
them, and he expresses his choice open- 
ly, as he must, in nine cases out of ten 
he makes one of those his enemy, per- 
haps for a life time. It will give rise to 
jealously, to opposition, to slander ; and 
there are very few men-while it is true 
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that there are some-who will incur the 
risk of the enmities and hatreds,of rhe ill- 
will and slander and opposition that will 
thus be incurred. Sooner than do it 
they will abstain from voting, and what 
will be the result of such a course? There 
are hundreds of men, yea, thousands in 
this State, when you compel them to 
make known their vote, who will say, “ I 
will not vote at all : if I alone am to in- 
cur displeasure and suffer, I will not 
vote at all.” So that while you are en- 
deavoring to protect the vote after it is 
put into the box, you are preventing the 
honest voter from c&lng his vote at all ; 
I will not enlarge upon that. I suggest 
to members that they reflect upon the 
practical etfect of this provision upon 
that class of men. Now, sir, add to that 
this further consideration: Where a man 
is compelled to make known his vote, 
and how he votes, he will be spotted by 
the dangerous classes of the community. 
There are men who have been mean 
enough, in other States of this Union, 
wlthin the last ten years, to have spotted 
the honest Union voter to the risk, many 
times, of his property or his life, and who 
knows what may occur again in the fu- 
ture? when we take into consideration 
all the facts, the nature of these various 
influences and me:ms to drive away from 
the polls the men who would vote hon- 
estly under all circumstances, then, sir, 
you will have left your franchise, simply, 
in the hands of the roughs, if you adopt 
this measure. It is putting a premium 
upon intimidation. It is holding out an 
inducement to bring to bear influences 
upon individuals so that they shall net 
come and vote. I repeat, sir, that we 
must look at it in a practical light, and 
while we would protect the inside of the 
ballot-box, we must see to it that we do 
not prevent the honest voter from coming 
up and casting his vote untrammelled 
by fear, and uninfluenced by favor. 

It has been said by the gentlemao from 
Philadelphia, upon my right, (Mr. Simp- 
son,) and the gentleman from Allegheuy, 
upon my’ left, (Mr. Howard,) that we 
musr require our citizens to come up and 
vote openly, and if they are not willing to 
do it they must be trained to it ; that these 
members themselves are willing to do it. 
I doubt not that these gentlemen arewill- 
ing to face the music, whether that music 

49 

be a dead march or whether it be Hail to 
the Chief, in the hour of victory; but 
there are thousands of honest voters 
throughout this Commonwealth who de- 
sire to vote, and who have not the cour- 
age which these men possess ; and we are 
making a Constitution not for ourselves, 
but for the thousands and the millions re- 
siding all over this State; we, must then 
apply it to them. I will not enlarge upon 
that point, but I believe these evils will 
be encouraged by such a provision in the 
Constitution. They exist, and we cannot 
get rid of them without a terrible strug- 
gle,.aud othars will spring up greater 
shan those which now exist. 

Then, again, this is a new movement. 
Where Is the experience, in the wide 
world, upon this subject, that can give us 
any light upon it? Has any State that. 
has had an existence in modern history 
tried this method of writing names upon 
the ballots, and having them witnessed ?’ 
h-ever. It comes to us new, untried, un- 
sanctioned by any experience, or even by 
the opinion of political writers ; and yet,. 
if we put it there, it may, instead of prov- 
ing a means of liberty, be a chain upon, 
our hands; it may be a mill-stone around’ 
our necks to sink us on account of the. 
evils that it will promote, in comparison 
with those which it will destroy. Gentle- 
men have seen the force of this, because 
there are some who advocate the report of 
the committee in a modified form, and 
say chat we must accept it, but we musr 
have it secret, and hence they say, let the 
election judges be sworn to secrecy. 

Does not every man know, although a 
juror has no business to reveal the secrets. 
of the jury room, you can always learn 
them? Does not every man know that 
whenever an election is going on and a 
challenged voter is taken inside that the 
witnesses are there, and the attorneys and 
clerks with their tally list, and it is pos- 
sible, by a wink, a nod, a hint, a mark, or 
by anything, to make it known-in fact 
it is utterly impossible to keep it secret? 
As well might you undertake to swear a 
rattle-snake, and say that he would not 
bite because you had administered an 
oath to him, as to expect secrecy from 
some of these judges of the election, be-- 
cause they had been sworn. There are 
plenty ofways of learning all these things. 
If the ballot is to be in this form it will 

l 
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be open, and swearing the election board 
will not help it, because rou can never 
prove it upon them. 

What is the next modification that has 
been suggested? It is that electors should 
vote vivn woce. It is claimed by some that 
this form will do away with Lhe great ex- 
isting evils. Men should register aud be 
numberedandvotevivawoce. Iwilladulit 
that in some places, and in the hands of 
some men, that would be a very wise pro- 
vision, but I will dispose of this point by 
a single illustration. The time was when 
the leader of the Philistines came OUL to 

defy the hosts of Israel ; and when young 
David went forth to meet him, all px- 
claimed to him to take the armor and 
sword of the man who stands head and 
shoulders above the people and*go forth 
to meet this enemy of the Lord’s hosts; 
and the young warrior tried them on, but 
he said they were uot adapted to him; 
they had not been proved, and he laid 
them aside ; and what was the result? 
Althongh he declined to use the armor 
and the sword of a king, yet he went forth 
and slew a giant. So I fear that if we 
take this armor, although it may be the 
armor of men who stand head and shoul- 
ders above us all, yet when we go forth 
to meet the giant fraud in this State the 
armor m which we shall be compelled to 
be clad will prove oniy au encumbrance 
and a hindrance, instead of a tiefence. I 
therefore dismiss that subject. 

Then again it is said that we must adopt 
the amendment of the gentleman from 
Somerset, (Mr. Baer,) which provides 
for a single ticket, and which has beeo 
advocated mosr. eloquently by the gentle- 

. man from Fayette (Mr. Kaiue.) It has 
its good points, and yet it has its evil 
points. Frauds have been committed 
under it. I myself have seen great evils 
arising out of it, indepeudent of frauds 
themselves. It i3 not practical at ail 
times and under all circumstances. Like 
the system of what is called slip tickets, 
it has a great many points about it that 
are good, and a great many that are not 
good. But I will leave the Convention to 
tlecide between rho arguments of the gen- 
rlelnan from Allegheny (Mr. J. W. 17. 
T\rllite) on the ace side, and the gentle- 
Ilkan from Fayette (Mr. Baine) on the 
other. I will not undertake to decide be- 
tween them, but I will suggest that we 

cannot, by the insertion of five lines or 
twenty lines into our Constituticn, pro- 
hibit all the present evils and prevent 
future evils from existing in this State. 
As good as the provisions may bc, we 
cannot anticipate evils. If I may be al- 
lowed to express nlyself in the language 
that a humorous wag once used, “it is :t 
great deal easier to foresee afterwards 
than it is beforehand,” and I think we 
can foresee ten or twenty years after this 
the evils that may then exist easier Ihan 
WC can now. 

Passing over all these matters, I will 
simply say that if we adopt some of the 
measures which have been proposed we 
will, iu some respects at least, hamper 
our future legislation. 

I hare no doubt that in the future, as in 
the past, the frauds which aro attendant 
upon government will have their name 
legion. The shapes thattheg willassume 
will equal in variety human passions and 
human frailties, obtaining their individu- 
alityfrom the circumstances and the sur- 
roundings of the people amongst whom 
they will originate. We know not what 
shape they will take, we know not their 
nutuber, we bnow not the form, WC know 
not the thousand devices that interested 
iniquity in the future will suggest as 
means of escaping any provision that we 
can insert in the Constitution. This binci- 
ing the Legislature hand and foot for the 
next twenty-five gears, as is contemplated 
by some, may bo a source of great incon- 
venience and allnoyxnco. 

There are many plans with merits ill 
them. The methoci which has lately bee11 
adopted in England, of the government 
printing the tickets, is n su.flject worthy e3f 
consideration. The tickets are there 
printed upon uniform peper by the yov- 
ernment, aud contain the names of all 
the candidates on all sides. The Toter 
takes the ticket, looks over the names, 
and makes a chock-mark oppcsite those 
for whom he desires to Tote ; the ticket in 
placed in the box! and only those which 
are checked are counted. This method 
has been adopted in England, where they 
have had a great deal of observation and 
experience on the subject of elections. 
We map wish at some future time to 
adopt the same method, or we may need 
something different, and hence wvo should 
be cnreful how we adopt any of these 
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amendments, any one of which, in my 
opinion, mill be ineffectual in curing all 
the evils that may come upon us. 

Finally, our business here is to make a 
(Constitution that will serve as a limita- 
tion upon the powers of the Legislature 
and the people, and ‘not as a means of 
conferring power, for that they already 
possess. If we insert this report of the 
committee into the Constitution, or any 
amendment to it that has been already 
suggested, the important question arises 
whether it will not tie up thehandsof the 
Legislature so that it cannot provide for 
other methods, should the necessity for 
them arise. At all events, whether this 
position is well taken or not, it is true 
that it does tie up the Legislature, so that 
it cannot pass any 1.x~ which will be in- 
consistent with or contrary to that provi- 
sion. Insert any provision that has been 
suggested here, and you will tie up the 
Legislature to that provision as a part of 
their law. They cannot do anything con- 
trary to it without violating the Ccmstitu- 
tion. How much further to litnit thetn I 
will not uudertake to say, but to that es- 
tent will the lirnitation’go. 

ITow suppose that in the course of 
events it should be found necessary to 
adopt some plan, and some plan should 
be discovered, which would be effectual 
as a remedy to some evil, and a provision 
inserted by us in the Constitution should 
stand in the way of its adoption, what 
wouid he done ? 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

11 r. KEWLIN. Mr. Chairman : I shall 
vote a@nst this part of the report of the 
committee but for a reason which I have 
not yet heard given in the debate which 
we have had on the subject. The principal 
objection which I have so far heard urged 
is in regard to the secret ballot. There is a 
diversity of opinion, as to whether the 
provision will or will not do anray with 

‘the secret ballot. I do not propose to 
touch upon that, nor upon the main ques- 
tion of the secret ballot, whether a mau 
should vote as a man, and like a man, or 
whether he should, as has been said be- 
fore, sneak up to the polls and drop in his 
ticket, shielded by secrecy as to his real 
motives, and as to what he does as his 
part in the work of self-government. My 
reason for vnting against this proposition 
is this : That it does not reach the difficul- 

ty ; that the remedy cannot cure the dis- 
ease. Every one who has spoken upon 
this subject has said, in substance, that 
in the rural districts there are no frauds 
of any moment, and that all the frauds of 
any magnitude are committed in the great 
cities. Now there must be a reascn,which 
arises from the people themselves, and 
not from the machinery of the election. 
The machinery of election that is now 
provided, if it were carried out, and if the 
provisions of the law were enforccd,would 
secure a just and fair election, if the peo- 
ple thetnselves took the trouhle, and were 
sufficiently interested in the details of 
self-government, to assert their rights. 
And I take it, sir, that therein lies the 
disease, and this remedp is not even di- 
rected towards the real evil. It is well 
known by every one upon this floor, from 
the city of ~hiladelphix, that in general 
society, amongst our friends, it is not even 
considered polite to allude to political 
subjects. ’ 

There are two great classes of the com- 
munity, those who are occupied through- 
out the day in labor and toil, those with 
greater me:%ns, and more comforts, and 
opportunities for luxury and pleasure. 
Now the vast majority of the people be- 
longs to these two classes. The time of 
one class is, to a greet extent. occupied in 
amassing wealth and enjoying pleasure, 
and the other class with the stern neces- 
sity of providing, from day to day, for 
the actual requirements of life. Neither 
class, in this city or in any great city, at 
this time, devotes any real substantial 
care and thought to the detaiIs of self- 
government. There is, unfortunately, a 
third class, which does devote both time 
and energy to the details of self-govern- 
ment, and that class has produced all of 
the political evils nnder which we are 
now laboring. Tlrerefore, it seems to me 
that the remedy izi with the people thetn- 
selves; and until the great mass of the 
people, earnestly, and as thinking men, 
take an interest i!l ljolitics, and see to the 
details of their own self-government, you 
can have no substantial reform in this di- 
rection. This proposition, though seem- 
ingly good, does not reach the disease, 
and it will effect no real sub-tnntial ben- 
efit, and therefore had better not be 
adopted. 

: 

Mr. HAZZARD. Mr. Chairman : It 
has given me great pleasure to hear that 
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there are no election frauds in the coun- 
try. I was glad ro bear members from 
Allegheny say there are none committed 
in the city of Pittsburg, and to hear my 
friend from Fayette (Mr. Kaine) say that 
there are no election frauds in his coun- 
ty. They all belong to Philadelphia. 

Mr. KLINE. h’ot all. 

Mr. HAZZARD. Well, most of them. 
I am glad to hear it, because it argues 
this to me-Lhat these honest people go 
up to the polls, cast their votes honestly 
and go away, suspecting nothing wrong. 
Now the chairman of this committee 
knows very well, and I wish to say here 
that he is about as vigilant to see that an 
election is conducted fairly and honestly 
as he is to see that his own party vote is 
entirely polled, that in our county of 
Washington-and I helierc that the 
whole State will say for us that we are 
about as honest as the average voter- 
even in the little township adjoining the 
village in which he resides, while he was 
standing at the polls with all his argus 
eyes and with all his anxiety that the en- 
tire vote should be polled, and polled 
honestly, a thimble rigger, equal in skill 
to anybody you can turn out in the city 
of Philadelphia, elected a commissioner 
and a prosecuting attorney just as easily 
as he could snap his finger. Still there 
is no dishonesty in the country ! I am 
glad there is none in Pittsburg and none 
in Fayette. Mr. Chairmen, how did it 
turn out a few years ago when there was 
a congressional contested election in that 
district ? I believe in every township in 
lhe genrleman’s county, and in every 
township in Westmoreland, the adjoining 
county, there were found LO have been 
dishonest votes polled ! How does it turn 
out in all these contested election inves- 
tigations? Have we not heard from the 
gentleman from Philadelphia (Mr. Simp- 
son ?) 

Mr. KAI~-E. Mr. Chairman: I rise to 
explain. The gentleman is entirely 
mistaken when he says there were frnu- 
dulent votes found in the contest between 
Foster and Covode in Fayette county. 
There were a few-a very few-fraudu- 
lent votes found in one or two townships 
of that county, but not enough to amount 
to any considerabie number. I merely 
rise to make that explanation here and 
now. I oould tell the gentlemau why 

and wherefore, if I saw fh, the report was 
made otherwise. 

Nr. HAZZAED. I do not know any- 
thing about it, only it was reported that 
there were fraudulent votes in the gentle- 
man’s county and in Westmoreland conn- 
ty; whether it wis so or not I do not 
know. I presume that there are honest 
people in Fayette county and all througb- 
out the country, but they are not all hon- 
est in Washington county. Is it possible 
that all this hullabaloo about fraudulent 
voting is m@zmsbine? Is it possible tbac 
I have been mistaken all this time? Is 
it a fact that all the newspapers in Phila- 
delphia and throughout she country, all 
over the land, have been daily filled with 
reports of fraudulent votes, and now it 
turns out that it is all a myth? As tbe 
boys used to sap at school, it is a good 
sign of a duck’s nest wben you see a drake 
on the woodpile. [Laughter.] Perhaps 
it may be that the gentlemen from Fay- 
ette and Allegheny are unsophisticxtecl., 
but they certainly are mistaken. In 
every case where there has been a cou- 
tested election tbere have been fraudn- 
lent Votes discovered. I was astonished 
to bear the gentleman from Philadelphi:l 
(Mr. Simpson) say that in one case alone 
there were found forty-nine fraudulent 
votes, &d this, you must tir in mind, 
was iu tbc country--” the honest rural 
districts!‘? Tilis proves to me that per- 
haps it yas a mistake. 

They say there are fraudulent votes in 
Philadelphia. It is their own fault. 
There are enough honest men in Phila- 
delphia to control their elections honestly 
if they wish to do it. These men that 
cast the iilega1 votes are not the rascals 
that do the mischief. It is the honest 
people. Why ? Because they do not 
pick out men who will hold the elections 
honestly. Look at that old gentleman 
who witnessed the extraordinary vote 
that was given for President last al:. He 
is honest and he cast his vote honestly 
and went home; but he found out there 
was a vast majority. Some said it was a 
fraudulent vote. IIe deplored it very 
much, but be rejoiced that his party was 
successful and he sat back in his easy 
chair and bore the great outrage upn the 
ballot-box with great Christian resigna- 
tion and fortitude, and he will talk to his 
grandson about it and say it is a terrible 
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thing, but, like Uncle Tob>‘s recording 
angel, in the story of Triscram Shandy, 
he will drop a tear of sorrow upon the 
page and blot it out fo!‘ever, and stay 
away from the election when the election 
board is to be chosen. 

I do not like this part of the section 
about writing the name upon the ballot. 
Ic is too cumbersome. Ink and paper 
and facilities for such a thing around the 
polls in the country are not first-class. 
Two years ago, when State and township 
elections were held together, those who 
voted the full ticket would have been 
required to have written twenty-one 
names had the proposed system been in 
practice. There is not time to do it. It 
is a cumbersomeand inconvenient thing, 
and I think we ought not IO adopt it. 

Now about this single ballot. 
It may be in the eastern part of the 

State that the laboring men vote at the 
direction and dictation of their bosses, 
but it is not so with uf. When the bosses 
come to the polls they have their own 
votes, no more. The men whom they 
employ cast their votes without restraint, 
and if they are influenced by their ma+ 
rers, it is that they vote against and not 
wirh them. This ciictation by employer 
to employed may be true in some depart- 
ments of the State. But I live on rhe 
banks of the beautiful Monongabela, and 
when a steamboat comes into the landing, 
crowded with men on election day, they 
will jostle their bosses, and as they go to 
the polls tell them that they intend to 
vote against them. I suppose such is the 
case in the mining regions, and perhaps 
there is a reason fi,r it. If a master says 
to his men that they must vote the ticket 
he gives them or be discharged, the men 
know that he is not the only employer in 
their district. They will say to him : ‘1 I 
wi!l not vote with you, and if you dis- 
charge me, I will go to the next mine and 
work for the boss there. He is of my 
politics.” 

As I said before, it is embarrassing to 
write a name on a ticket. We cannot do 
that. We ought not to do that. But we 
can PUG a number on a ticket, and that 
will not destroy the secrecy of the ballot 
so much as the writing of a name would. 
Election offioers are curious, and when 
they are counting the vote, and come to a 
particular name, they will wanf to know 

how that man voted. With the number 
it would not be so easy. Lst the tiokets 
be numbered, and the election officers 
sworn to secrecy, like a grand jury. Sup- 
posoa ticket be numbered 301. The num- 
ber will be as good for the purpose of de- 
tecting fraud as if the name were written 
on it by the ride of the number. But 
when the officers are counting the votes, 
if somebody asks who voted 301, it will 
require the clerks’ tally,list to answer, 
and that will be too much trouble to refer 
LO all the time. The name has to be given 
at the window anyhow, and identification 
takes place there. If a man comes to vote 
as 3ohn Smith in our city, we know 
whether he is John Smith or not, and 
whether too many John Smiths have 
voted or not. Fictitious persons may 
represent citizens in some localities, but 
they could not with us. We know when 
a man offers to vote whether he is the 
person whose name he gives or not. We 
have the idcntitiration of the man and 
the name at the window. What more do 
we want but to number the ticket before 
it is dropped in the box ? 

It will answer every purpose to put a 
number on it and save theinconvenience 
of writing a name in addition. The num-. 
ber will go into the ballot-box, and if ir- 
regularities occur and it is desirous to 
correct them, the box can b3 opened and 
the ticket referred to, when the number 
will be sufficient to identify it. I think 
that this is about as it should be. If 
guards are needed for th& protection of 
the purity of the ballot, the numbering 
of the tickets will afford all the protection 
necessary. Identification will be given 
by the numbers, while it would be to 
many a serious trouble to be compelled 
to write a name on a ticket, and many 
more could not do it at all. 

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. Chairman: I have 
not, heretofore, been willing to trouble 
rhe House wirh remarks upon any of the 
subjects that have been presented to its 
consideration. But, as I am mainly re- 
sponsible for that portion of the report of 
the Committee on Suffrage which has 
elicited this discussion, I feel bound to 
say a Word or two in vindication of my 
course. 

I understand the great purpose of gath- 
ering this Convention together was to en- 
able us to tie that which my friend and 
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coileague from the city (Mr. Newlin) 
complaius is not done, that is, to afford a 
reason and a j ustilication for the decent 
people of the land taking part in public 
affairs. The great step, or rather one of 
the great steps, in my j udgment, to euable 
the people to do that is to satisfy every 
citizen that when he deposits his ticket at 
the polling place it will go into the count 
2nd be some evidence of the expression 
c.af his will in relation to public affairs and 
public matters. Hitherto, I regret to say, 
for many years past, that assurance we 
have not been ableto give to every citizen 
3nd to every voter. 

I confess, Mr. Chairtnan, that I au, not 
much impressed with the remarks made 
by gentlemen npon this floor; that I beg 
leave to say, with great respect, that many 
of them sounded to me somewhat sopho- 
morical as to the sacredness of the ballot. 
I do not understand what there js sancti- 
fied or sacred about the ballot. Its snr- 
roundings have been far from holy, its 
cotnpanionship more than doubtful, and 
it has not even the sanctity of any very 
great ago about it in thiscountry, and for 
usefulness, I undertake to say, the espe- 
rience of rhe last twenty-five years has 
shown it to be an absolute failure. It is 
only a means adopted by our forefathers 
and predecessors for tho purpose of ascor- 
taining the will of the people. For a quar- 
ter of a century, it may be safely asserted, 
it has failed in its purpose. If it has not 
enabled us to, and clearly, ascertain the 
will of rhe people, it ought to be stricken 
out of the law, and we who are gathered 
here to make a rnle for all time to come, 
or until the advancing civilization of the 
times compels ns, or those who come 
after us, to still further advance in accord- 
ance with the spirit and enlightenment of 
the age. So far as I am personally con- 
cerned, the s-stem that I would adopt 
would not be, perhaps, the viva 2)oce plan 
of my friend, rhe gentleman from Phila- 
delphia, (Mr. Woodward,) but T would 
:ldopt the plan of requiring every voter 
to present an open ticket, so that it might 
be seen and known of all men for whom 
he voted, and the ticker, itself could be 
kept as a voucher, in order that it might 
be used as evidence for or against that 
vote when the time for investigation 
comes. 

Sot being able to secure the adoption of 
that plan, in the committee, I desire to 
cro as near to it as possible. and therefore n 
advocate the present plan. I am glad to 
be told by the gentleman from Washing- 
ton (Mr. Hazzard) that the pnrity of 
elections was not entirely unknown in 
the country. But I venture to say, even 
without his assertion, thas the iGsZight ir- 
regulcwities :’ that mv friend from Phi’+ .L 
delphia (Mr. Knight) characterizes as 
existing iu many of the election pre- 
cincts in this city are not unknown toour 
country friends. I thought that the 
wanton and wicked violation of rhe elec- 
tion law was not confined to the cities. I 
had some knowledge of the county of 
Washington, andof the conuty of Schuyl- 
kill. I have heard of the county of Alle- 
gheny aud occasionally of Somerset, in 
contested elections, rbat reflected no 
great credit on som0 of the people there ; 
and, occasionally, I have heard in the 
same category of Luzerne and Bucks. 
I might go on and name numbers of 
other counties that have figured in the 
various evidences, which have been of- 
fered to the people of the country, how 
elections are managed in Pennsylvania, 
so that it does nor. do to stand up here 
and say rhat this is an effort, simply, to 
purify elections in Philadelphia. It isan 
effort made to conduct elections throuqh- 
out the Commonwealth, so that all mcu 
may be satisflcd with the resuls. 

Khat harm can come of adopting this 
plan? Let us in the first place see, Mr. 
Chairman, if there is any secret ballot 
to-day. It is a nice thing to talk about, 
and it gives our friends an eloqucrir 
chance to declaim in rounded and beauti- 
ful sentences ; but is there, in fact, any 
secret ballot? Is there a man upon this 
floor who does not know in his township 
or in his election district nine-tenths of 
the voters, and how they vote ac every 
election ? Why, certainly not. IJO not 
we all know, as a practic,d matter, that 
in order to enable the man with the win- 
dow book of each parLy to keep hiv ac- 
counts, to know how to tally his vote and 
know how to send for this man who has 
neglected to vote, and that man who is 
away ; how to bring up his voters, that be 
is furnjshed with inf’ormation of how 
each man votes, and all the parties so 
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arrango their tickets on election day that 
the headings indicate to the men at the 
window exactly how the vote is being 
polled ? There is practically no secrecy 
ahonl it. But if rhere were entire secrecy 
about it and we hark found, by experi- 
ence, that persisting in this ballot enables 
people to commit frauds upon the elec- 
tion, our duty is to do away with it. Is 
it not discreditable to be declaring in 
f:lvor of a secret ballot when all you can 
say of it is that it enables the citizen 
whom we are in the habit of talking 
about here as a freeman, armed with the 
@l..rious panoplyof American citizenship 
and all tbat sort of Fourth of July ora- 
tory thal we indulge in from time to time, 
rhat this power of secret voting enables 
him simply to do the cowardl!r thing of 
cheating somebody about his vote. That 
is all that can he snid about it. That men 
who are entitied to vote are so weak or so 
fearful of the great privilege which some- 
body has characterized as a great social 
right, andothers as a great natural right, 
and others as some other kind of a right, 
that this American freeman, whom we 
are talkiug ahoutso constantly, is afraidof 
exercising this almost God-given right 
like a man, but to exercise it covertly aud 
in a way that none may know how he ex- 
ercises, or even that he exercises it at all. 
We havo grown f3.f beyond any such 
sentiment. We are here to adopt a plan 
for recording the will of the people. The 
secret ballot, as heretofore exercisesd, has 
failed, and this amendment enables us to 
arrive at more reliable results. 

It is proposed that each elector shall 
have his ricket numbered, and he shall 
put upon his ticket his name. The effect 
of that, in many respects, is to require the 
voter to do a little thinking as to the sa- 
rioug and important act he is about to per- 
form. He will either prepare his ballot 
at home, and if he does he will consider 
that which he is about to do, or he will pro- 
pare it at the polls,where he also must stop 
and think behn-e he casts his ballot. If 
he prepares his ticket at home, he will 
think: “Sre these names on this ticket 
the proper men to be voted for?” “.4re 
these the men that I ought honestly to 
cast my ballot for?” “Are these honest, 
competent and capable men?” He will 
think about that in the quiet of his home, 
as he sits down to put on the ballot his 
name. And if he does not do it at home, 

when he gets to the polling place it is not 
simply going up and taking a ticket from 
somebody, simply because he is of his 
party, and putting it in the window and 
walking away. He must stop long enough 
to write his name, aud therefore he must 
think about the exercise of this great 
right, and the more he thinksabout it the 
more he will be liable to exercise his 
power wisely and for the benefit of the 
commnnity. 

What more will come of the adoption 
of this plan? Why, you stop this system 
of cheating inside, which has been done 
in various ways. For example : An hon- 
est voter walks up to vote. He hands his 
ticket in, in various localities of the city 
of Philadelphia ; and I beg leave to sax 
that these frauds are not confined to any 
particular party. There are men iu my 
party, as there are men in rhe opposite 
party, who do this thing. A man walks 
up and hands his ticket to an election ofi- 
cer and turns from the window, and, as 
he turns away, the ticket is dropped, and 
an entirely clifferent one is put into the 
ballot-box. That is an old practice, con- 
stantly and repeatedly done. If rhat is 
done by the election officer, and you open 
the ballot-box and there is no ticket there 
with that voter’s nameon, written by him 
or his witness, the conclusion is inevita- 
ble that a fraud has been committed, and 
it points directly and unerringly to the 
man who committed the crime, so that 
we may promptly punish him. 

That is not a single instance. That has 
occurred in hundreds of precincts in this 
city, and I will venture to say it has oc- 
curred in hundreds of precincts througb- 
out the State. It is not a question merely 
of contested elections, either ; for when a 
judge of ian election, or an inspector, de- 
posits a ballot, he knows that if that box 
upon being opened, and the ballot is not 
found there, having upon it the voter’s 
name, that he is liable to detection and to 
conviction and punishment; and he will 
not dare to exercise any of these fraudu- 
lent practices, and it is an additional safe- 
guard thrown around the ballot-box. 

What is another source of fraud ? It is, 

that after you have polled the vote, and 
after the votes are counted, a conspir- 
acy is entered into, not only in the pre- 
cinc:s of this city, but we know from what 
has been said here upon this floor, in hurl- 
dreds of precincts througho?lt the State, 
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that the officers are bought, are bo+t, 
and they will enter into a conspiracy, to 
dowhat? Why,.tochange the wholo vote, 
and the tickets are taken out bodily, and 
n&w ticketi and new boxes substituted. 

” &not detection inevitable under this 
‘. rule? The opening of the box at onto 

discloses the fact that the ballots in that 
box are not the ballots deposited by the 
voter. 9nd then what takes place? Xot 
that you set aside the election, merely; 
and I beg to call your attention to this, 
filr that is the smallest of this matter, but 
that you unerringly point out the men 
who committed the fraud, so that punish- 
ment may follow. h’obodp could commit 
a fraud in that case but the men in the 
window in the polling place, and convic- 
tion is inevitable. 

What other good can be brought about 
under this rule? Why the system of 
repeating, now reduced to a science, will 
pass into history. Point me out the re- 
peater, the professional repenter, who 
will walk up to the window and look the 
judge in the eye when he knows he has 
to stay long enough to have his ticket 
numbered and long enough to write his 
name upon it or have some one else write 
it,. I tell you no scoundrel will look an 
honest man in the face while that is going 
on. He dare not stay long enough. The 
chance of repeating now is because a man 
can shove a ticket through a little square 
hole, when his FACO is not seen, and leave 
the poll immediately. When Lhe repeat- 
er knows that he has to write his name 
rm his ballot, and look the election oficer 
in the face, so that ic may be impressed 
upon their memory and that the election 
officer can identify him, the whole of this 
business will cease. 

And accompanying this amendment, 
are amendments still further prorecting 
rhe ballot, by which precincrs will be 
divided into precincts of two hundred 
voters. If we hsve open polls, elecrions 
in broad daylight away frown the grog- 
Series and their wicked surroundings, I 
tell you, with this amendment the purity 
of the ballot will be settled and elections 
will, throughout the Commonwealth, be 
acquiesced in and respected. It is not 
enough, I submit, to adopt the plan sug- 
gested by my friend from Columbia, (Mr. 
Ruckalew,) that is, of giving the. voter 
the privilege of doing this thing Of 

course, if we cannot go farther, I am wil- 
ling to take all we can get; but I am for 
makingthis compulsory. Let erery man 
be compelled to do this thing, so that the 
evidence may be around and about us all 
the time, in order to detect frauds. If this 
section will have the effect contended for, 
as I submit there can be no dispute it 
will, why should it not be adopted? It 
is said that it should not be adopted be- 
cause it exposes the voter as to the way 
he votes. Do you believe, Mr. Chairman, 
that any great number of people in this 
Commonwealth would hesitate uponsnch 
a subject as that? If they were asked 
whether, in ortier to punish fraud, or to 
detect fraud, they should vote an open 
ticket, have not yen and all of us faith 
enough in the people OF this Common- 
weaith to believe that they would say, 
without hesitation, “adopt any plan, any 
plan, sir, that will enable us when we 
go away from the polling places to say, 
we have deposited our votes and we know 
that now, at least, they will record the 
will of freemen. 

Mr. Chairman, the adoption of this 
plan will, in my judgment, tend to ele- 
vate the sentiment upon the subject of 
voting. If a bad man is placed upon a 
ticket, the voter will feel that he must re- 
cord his protest against ic, if he would 
have the respect of the good of his neigh- 
borhood, for they till know that he de- 
liberatelyaidedin thewrongif hevotesfor 
him. JIe will no longer beable to shelter 
the desire to help bad men by voting a 
secret ticket, or be able to claim that he 
voted for a party nomination, when his 
duty to the people requires him, not se- 
cretly, but like a man-aye, like an 
American freeman, openly to record his 
protest against it. 

In addition to this, it gives notice to 
parties that mere party organization, of 
which secret ballot is one of the most im- 
portant pieces of machinery, is no longer 
powerful, but that the bold, true men of 
the Commonwealth will show by their 
open votes that honest men alone can be 
elevated to place. 

Beyond all this, Mr. Chairman, we are 
here to make laws for the great body of 
the people. It cannot bo safely asserted 
that more than a very small per centage 
of votes can be possibly aided by the se- 
cret ballot, while on the other hand we 
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have been grossly unmindful of the dis- 
cussions on this floor, if we have not been 
taught, that under the present system of 
voting, whole sections of our people have 
been practically disfranchised. 

The necessity for a change is therefore 
overruling, and believing that this sec- 
tion mill tend to correct the evil that is 
slowly, perhaps, but certainly sapping the 
foundations of republican government, 
and that the people are not only prepared 
but demanding this change, I am esrn- 
estly for it. If all that has been said for 
the secret ballot be true, the great doc- 
trine that we are to labor for the good of 
the greatest number still remains, and I 
am thoroughly convinced that to adopt 
the section will enable us to take a long 
stride toward that system of purity of 
elections, so necessary for the preserva- 
tion of good government, and I thereftire 
trust it will be adopted as reported. 

Mr. TEMPLE. Mr. Chairman: I shall 
occupy the attention of the Convention 
but for a few moments in the discussion 
of this question. I was somewhat sur- 
prised with one argument advanced here 
by the distinguished delegate from 
Schuylkill (Mr. Bartholomew.) One 
reason that he presented to this commit- 
tee against the adoption of the report of 
the Committee ou Suffrage, Election and 
Representation was that aggregated capi- 
tal in the shape of corporations would 
prevent a proper expression of the will of 
the people. He went on to state that one 
corporation in the State of Pennsylvania 
owned and possessed eighty thousand 
acres of coal lands; that it controlled a 
vast amount of labor, and that that class 
of people, when they went to the polls to 
vote, would not properly cast their bal- 
lots, and. that we would never have a 
proper expression of the will of the peo- 
ple. Now I always listen with the great- 
est respect to what falls from the lips of 
the eloquent delegate from Schuylkill, 
but I think the utterance of this language, 
or language like unto this, by such a dir+ 
tinguished gentleman as this, could cer- 
tainly have been spoken but for one 
purpose, and that for the purpose of con- 
vincing gentlemen of the truth of a pro- 
position to which he was already com- 
mitted, without believing in thesinoerity 
and in the propriety of the reasons which 
he gave for it. 

Mr. BARTHOLOXEW. Mr. Chairman : 
If the gentleman from Philadelphia wiil 
allow me to explain, he certainly misun-. 
derstands my position on this question. 
I stated distinctly, when I arose to my 
feet, that I was in favor of ‘the report’of 
this committee, but that I was in f&or of 
ic with a conditional clause, which I pro- 
posed to have inserted in it; but that if I 
could not have that which I deemed best, 
that still I was in favor of the report of 
the committee. I cannot understand the 
position the gentleman has taken. hiy 
lauguage was very plain. 

Mr. TEMPLE. Mr. Chairman: With 
very great respect to what my friend has 
said, I take the liberty of insisting that 
when he was discussing this proposition 
he was in favor of substituting the word 
“ may ” for the word I‘ shall.” 

Mr. BARTHOMNEW. Yes; leaving it 
merely optional. 

Mr. TEMPLE. Mr. Chairman: Then I 
undertake to say that the gentleman is 
not in favor of the report of the committee, 
but in favor of a directly opposite princi- 
ple being adopted. The word ii shall ” 
makesit incumbent upon the voter, when 
he deposits his ballot, to place some kind 
of an ear-mark upon it, by which it can 
be known. But if we strike from the re- 
port of this committee the word LLs1~a11,17 
and insert thcrefor the word “may,” it 
changes entirely the character of this pro- 
posed change, and makes the report of the 
committee an entirely different one. 

But, in answer to the statemeut made 
upou this floor by rhe gentleman from 
Schuylkill, I beg leave to remind him 
that the class of people who are generally 
in the employ of corporatious, and who 
are subservient to wealth in any form, if 
they had the opportunity of expressing 
themselves properly through the peace- 
ful channel of the ballot-box, would cor- 
rect the very evils of which the distin- 
guished gentleman speaks. I undertake 
to say to this committee that the only 
class of people which could be included 
in his remarks are a class of people which 
could be used by corporations for the pur- 
poses designed by them, by the use of 
money without any fear or favor from 
any other direction. Therefore I say that 
the honest voter who goes to the poll to 
deposit his ballot, uponany point of prin- 
ciple, will not be swayed in any direction, 
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by any consideration of any character 
whatever, and that man, I undertake to 
say, who is in favor of casting his ballot, 
or who would, under any circumstances, 
cast his balkA in favor of a particular 
candidate, because ho feared incurring 
the displeasure of railroad corporations 
and masters, is unworthy the right to 
exercise that privilege. When you ad- 
mit that any considerable portion of the 
people of this Commonwealth will cast 
their ballots ss dictated by others, that 
very moment you acknowledge an eye- 
sore and a cancer upon the body politic, 
which should be gotten rid of at the 
earliest possible t110ment. 

A few remarks more and I will have 
done, because I do not expect to speak 
over ten Itlinntes. I cannot see, Mr. 
Chairman, why the latter part of tbis 
second section is not a proper restriction 
tr, be placed upon the ballot. piow there 
is no gentleman upon this floor, I under- 
take to say, who has had greater experi- 
ence in the investigation of election frauds 
in the citp of Philadelphia and in the State 
of Pcnnsylvnnin than the gentlelllan who 
last addressed this committee (Mr. CM- 
sidy.) IIe is one of the comrnit:ec who 
reported this section. He has given his 
views upon it, based upon his asperience 
as a practising attorney in the iuvestiga- 
tion of election frauds, and the remarks 
s11t1 advice of that gentleman should be 
taken with a great deal of consideration 
by this committee. The gentlemen fro111 
the rural districts, who have never seen 
tbfse great frauds practiced in the city of 
Philadelphia, mnst qive us sonto relief 
and if WC can get it, rhrough an alnend- 
ment such as is pro.posed by the Commit- 
tee on Suffrage, let us adopt it. 

I say further than that, that itis, in my 
opinion, one of the greatest checks, or 
will prove one of the greatest checks that 
can possibly be adopted to prevent fraud. 
As to this thing of secret voting, I say 
here in my place, as I said upon another 
occasion, thaL the man who goes to the 
ballot-box and sneaks in his vote is un- 
worthy the right of the ballot. He is un- 
worthy to vote, for he does so from no 
honest consideration. Do you believe 
that any man who deserves the right to 
cast a ballot at all would hesitate for one 
moment to go up to the wiudow aud say : 
“I am going to vote for Mr. Jones,” even 

. 

although his master might stand by the 
poll and s:\y that his mon must vote for 
Mr. Smith. I believe that no man would 
hesitate, and I believe that this is a pro- 
per restriction to be placed on the exer- 
cise of this right. I am therefore in faTor 
of the amendment. 

Mr. GONER. Mr. Chairman: I have 
no hesitation in saying, very boldly and 
very plainly, that I am in favor of open 
aim vote voting. Pl’otwithstanding the 
remarks of the gentleman from Scbugl- 
kill, (Mr. Rartholornem,) which Iwas un- 
fortunate enough not to hear yesterday, 
but which I have read-and I desire to 
say that I am very much obliged to him 
for the delicate courtesy which prompted 
the argument that he made up a subject 
of soch importance. I know, from the rer? 
best reason in the world, that is from a 
long experience ; that the class of people 
who are vulgarly, very vulgarly, sup- 
posed to be controlled by corporations are 
not so influenced. The f;ict is that the 
corporation is controlled by the voter 
and not the voter by the corporation. 
The corporation to which my friend from 
Schuplkill rcferrod, yesterday, as having 
some designs upon the ballot-box- 

hlr. BARTH~L~.XE~V. Mr. Chairman : 
I desire tl) interrcpt the gentleman. I 
do not want to be misconstrued or any 
remark of mine mistated on this subject. 
I simply illustrated my aqzurnent by a 
reference to a corporation and the princi- 
ple that a corporation having power 
would endeavor to gain Inore power, 
whether it might be that which would 
arise from the agregntiou of capital or 
that which might arise from the control 
of political influence. I did no tstsite, for 
one moment, that such a design was ever 
entertained, had been practiced, or that 
it was in process of fulfilment, I simply 
illustrated what I then said by a refer- 
ence to a corporation su~*h as this. That 
is all I said upon that subject, as an illus- 
tration of argument without any reflec- 
tion ; and when the gcntlelnan says that 
my remarks were ill-timed, because of 
his absence, I will sap to him, frankly 
and candidly, that I did not know hewas 
absent. I am only sorry that he was not 
present, because he would not have mis- 
stated me if he had been. 

Mr. GOWEN. Mr. Chairman : Thi 
great, overshadowingcorporationof which 
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my friend has spoken as exercising a 
great influence over the ballot in this 
State, has a rule posted in every shop, in 
every work-place, in every office it pos- 
sesses, that any boss, superintendent or 
foreman that directly or indirectly, in 
any manner whatever, attempts to con- 
trol the vote of an employee will be pun- 
ished by instant dismissal. I know very 
well that the foreman or superintendent 
of most corporations in this State, so far 
from having any control whatever over 
those who are under him is, if anything, 
coatrolled by them; the great principle 
of the American workman being that one 
nlan is not only as good as another, but a 
great deal better. [Laughter.] 

I am, as I said before, in favor of open 
viva wxx voting. The highest duty that 
the Americam freeman is called upon to 
perform is the duty of voting. The great- 
est evil that we are called upon to over- 
come is the evil of impurity of elections. 
In my humble opinion the best way to 
secure purity of elections would be to 
make the highest judicial officers of the 
Commonwealth the persons who, in the 
most public and solemn manner, should 
receive the vote of every citizen openly, 
publicly and notoriously. I believe the 
citizen should come before such officer 
aud, in a bold, firm toneof voice, looking 
him in the face, say for whom he intends 
to vote; say it so boldly so that every 
citizen standing around could know for 
who:n his vote is cast. If this were done, 
Mr. Chairman, there would be at every 
e!ection, or polling place, fifty witnesses 
who, when the polls closed, would know 
exactly how the vote had stood, and in 
the face of such testimony as that, pro- 
tected as that would be protected, it would 
be utterly impossible for any fraud upon 
the ballot-box to be committed, utterly 
impossible. 

The next best plan to this is: That 
every citizen should vote an open ballot, 
written or printed, as he pleases, with his 
name at the bottom of it, attested, if neces- 
sary, by a vvitness, and that these ballots, 
one after the other, should be put upon a 
tile, andwheu the election isover counted, 
and that file of papers itself would certify 
to the result. I will vote, whenever I get 
an opportunity, for open viva vote voting. 
Pl’ext to that, I will vote for an open bal- 
lot, signed hy the name of the party who 
votes. Next to that, if I can get nothing 

better, I will vote for the report of this 
committee, provided the word L‘shall” is 
in it, and not the word rrmay,7’ so that it 
is incumbent upon everybody to vote 
boldly and openly as a man, and tell whom 
he intends to vote for. 

I know that we have giants to fight ; 
not giants like Goliah, as my friend from 
Crawford (Mr. Minor) said, giants who 
would uot be much hurt if they were 
struck in the region of the brain ; giants, 
like Briarius, with one hundred hands, gi- 
ants, like anta+ who, whetlever theg 
have been stricken down, have risen up 
again, refreshed by a Governor’s or a Pres- 
ident’s pardon, more powerful for harm 
than they ever were before. Tuese are 
the giants we have to fight, and the smooth 
pebble scones and the sling of Goliah are 
as harmless against them as woulrl be 
that other celebrated weapon, which we 
are told itI biblical history created such 
consternation in the ranks of the Philis- 
tines. 

Mr. HAZMRD. David had the stone. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. GOWEN. David had the stone. It 
was Sampson that wielded the other 
weapon, I believe. [Laughter.] 

The CHAIRMAN. Geutlemen will pre- 
serve order. 

Mr. GOWEN. I trust I will not be con- 
sidered personal. 

Sow then, as1 have not got theopportu- 
nity to vote for viva vote or open ballot- 
ing, as I have not got the opportunity to 
vote for a compulsory open ballot, I shall 
vote for the report of this committee, 
which gives to the citizen the protection 
which he knows he will receive the mo- 
meut that his vote is signed by his own 
name, and witnessed, if necessary, by 
somebody else. 

Why should we adopt this? In the 
first place, Mr. Chairman, one great ad- 
vantage is this, and it is an incalculable 
advantage, that every citizen will go to 
the poll with his ballot prepared. He 
mill not go co the poll prepared to re- 
ceive a ballot from au officer of the par- 
ticu!sr party to which he belongs, and to 
put in the ballot-box without looking, 
thereby giving full opportunity to that 
particular class of fraud which has been 
practiced, not only in Philadelphia, but. 
at all country polls, of bribing the man 
who distributes the ballots of his party to 
receive those who rely upon hisintegrity. 
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The voter will prepare his vote at home. 
If there are separate ballots for each office 
so much the better, for he will be obliged 
to examine each one, and to sign his name 
npon it. The man that cannot write will 
be the very one who will make this prepa- 
ration at home. He will call in some 
neighbor, in whom he has confidence, and 
together they will prepare the ballot 
which the man who cannot write is to de- 
posit. And the very fact that some noto- 
riety and some publicity may at some 
time or other be given to the unfortunate 
citizen who cannot write his name, will 
be an incentive and an inducement great- 
er than any compulsory educational law 
which you can pass to the acquisition of 
knowledge, for it will make every man 
educate his children, so that when they 
go to the ballot-box they xvi11 not be 
shamed by eshibitingaballot upon which 
they hnvo not been able to write their 
names. 

+nother and a great advantage is the 
absolute ability to protect the citizen 
against one peculiar kind of fraud, the 
scuffing of the ballot-box. If every bnl- 
lot is signed, whenever there is a con- 
tested election case, the ballot-box can 
be opened and it can be purged in a 
proper manner. Every illegal vote oan 
be excluded and every legal one can be 
protected, and we will be spared the ciis- 
graceful system, which leas grown up in 
rhis country, and has had the sanction of 
high judicial authority, the disgraceful 
svstem of rhrowing out, in any election 
ccstricr, all the ballots, in the entire poll, 
bec~usc eight or ten frandolenc votes 
may happen to have been c:ist in it. Why 
is it not kn wn, is not the fact, that in 
this city, in election districts, where one 
particular party, or the other, has a well- 
known majority, admitted to be so, that 
troubles are gotten up by theother party,at 
the particular poll, for no other purpose 
than to give the court an excuse in a COW 
rested election case to throw out a whole 
district? You may have a thousand 
legal votes-every one of theln cast 
solemnly and properly, and because you 
have ten or twenty or even one hundred 
illegal ones a judge throws out a whole 
~11, and you disfranchise nine hundred 
citizens, as a punishment, for the crime 
of ten bad ones. If the ballot-box con- 
rained within itself evidence sufficient 

to demonstrate the validity of every bal- 
lot in it that was legally cast, this thing 
could never be repeated. 

Again, my friend from Philadelphia 
(Mr. Cassidy) has alluded to one of the 
greatest protections that this mill throw 
about us, and that is this : That if iilegal 
ballots are found in that ballot-box the 
custodians of that ballot-box will surely 
be held responsible for it. If out of a 
thousand votes you find two hnndred 
votes without rhe proper names upon 
them or with fraudulent names upon 
them, the man whose business it is to 
protect that ballot-box, who is bound by 
rhe solemn obligation of an oath to pro- 
tect it, that man, in the opinion of the old 
style jury of the vicinage which would 
be collected around that poll, would be 
condemned es isstanti, and a short shrift 
and a long rope would probably be his 
doom, and if we had had a little more 
of such justice in the city of Philadelphia 
there would have been less necessity for 
the assembling of this Convention. 

These are all the advantages that I pro- 
pose now to speak of. It is a reform which 
does not go Far enough, but which, so fnr 
as it goes, gives to every citizen the pro- 
tection and assurance that his own vote 
shall have something upon it which he 
has placed there that he can follow up in 
a court of j ustice, and it renders it almost 
impossible that one of the greatest sources 
of evil which has nMicted this community 
shall be in future coniinued. I shall, as 1 
said, vote in favor of the proposition as it 
came frotn the committee, provided that 
it is made obligatory upon every one to 
sign his n-tmetohis ballot. At any future 
sraqe of the Convention, when I can get 
an opportunity, I will join with any num- 
berofgentlemen to secure greater reform ; 
first, if I can, by making an open ballot 
obligatory, and second, and better still, if 
I can, by requiring an open aiwa voeevote. 

Mr. I~NNA. Air. Chairman: I move 
that the committee now rises, repcrts 
progress and asks leave to sit again. 

The motion was agreed to. The com- 
mittee rose, and the President resumed 
rhe chair. 

IN CONvENTION. 

The chairman of the committee of the 
whole, Mr. Lawrence, reported that the 
committee had further considered the 
report of the Committee on Suffrage, 
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Election and Representation, and had 
instructed him to report progress and re- 
quest leave to sit again. 

The Convention granted the committee 
of the whole leave to sit again on Mou- 
day. 

PROIIIBITION. 
The PRESIDENT asked and obtained 

leave to present three memorials from citi- 
zens of the Commonwealtb, asking the 
adoption of an article prohibiting the sale 
of intoxicating liquors, which were refer- 
red to the Commirtee on Legislation. 
THECOMMITTEE ONPRIMARYELECTIONS. 

The PRESIDENT : The following com- 
mittee has been appointed under the re- 
solution passed this morning : Messrs. 
Howard, Clark, Mantor, Baker and New- 
lin. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President: I move 
that the Convention do now adjourn, to 
meet on Monday at eleven o’clock A. M. 

The PRESIDENT : The motion is not in 
order. A motion to adjourn cannot be to 
any partionlar time. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President : I move 
that when the Convention adjourns it be 
to meat on Monday at eleven o’clock. 

The PRESIDENT : The gentleman from 
Philadelphia will give the Chair leave. 
The gentleman from Philadelphia asks 

leave to make a motion at this time ; shall 
he have leave? 

[Cries of “ no,” ‘1 no ;” “1 object.:‘] 
The PRESIDENT. It is not agrred to. 
Mr. HEYPEIILL. Mr. President: I 

move that the Convention do now ad- 
journ. 

This was agreed to, and the President 
said : 

“ This Convention stands adjourned 
until Monday morning at ten o’clock.” 

Mr. BARTHOLOMEW. I beg the Chair’s 
pardon ; it is eleven o’clock. 

The PREBIDENT. The resolution adopt- 
ed by the House provides that from and 
after Monday next the sessions of the 
Convention shall be from ten A. M. to 
two P. M. 

Mr. BARTHOLOMEW. Mr. President: 
The resolution says 6‘ from and afterMon- 
day,” which certainly means that it shall 
commence only upon Tuesday. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair does not 
so understand it. The Chair understands 
that if the gentleman from Schuylkill 
were to come from Pottsville on Monday 
that he would not stay there until Tues- 
day morning. [Laughter.] 

Accordingly the Convention, at two 
o’clock P. M., adjourned to meet on Mon- 
day at ten A. M. 



782 DEBATES OF THE 

FORTY-FIFTH DAY. 

NOSDAY, February 17, 1573. 
The PRESIDENT tovk his seat at ten 

o’clock A. Ai. 
The PRESIDENT. There does not ap- 

pear to be a quorum present. The Clerk 
will call the roll of members, in order to 
ascertain whether there 1s c~uorum pre- 
sent. . 

The CLIIEF CLERIC proceeded with the 
call of the roll, which resulted as follows : 

PIU3SENT.-~kSSlX. Achenbach,Alricks, 
.lndrows, Bartholomew, Black, Charles 
.I., Black, J. S., Boyd, Broomall, Brown, 
O~mpbell, Clark, Collins, Corbett, Carson, 
(‘raig, Cromniller, Curtin, Dallas, De 
France, Dunning, Edwards, Elliott, Fell, 
c+ilpin, Gnthrie, Hanna, Hazzard, Hop- 
kins, Horton, Ka.ine, Knight, Lamberton, 
I,andis, Lawrence, Lear, M’Rlljstor, M’- 
Clean, AIacConnell, Mantor, Minor, Mott, 
Scwlin, Niles, Patton, Reed, Andrew, 
Ross, Sharpe, Snnpson, Smith, Henry W., 
Smith, W. H., Struthers, Tarrell, Walker, 
Wetherill, John Price, Wherry, White, 
David N.,Whitc, Harry, White, J. W. F., 
1Vright and Meredith, President-%X 

No,r rnxsEsrr.-l\lessrs.Rddicks,Ainey, 
.1rmstrong, Baor, Baily, (Perry,) Bailey, 
(Huntingdon,) Baker, I3annnn, I3arclay, 
Bardsley, Beebe, Biddle, Bowman, Brod- 
head, Buckalew, Carey, Carter, Cassidy, 
Church, Cochran, Curry, Cuyler, Darling- 
ton, Davis, Dodd, Ellis, Ewing, Finney, 
Fulton, Funck, Gibson, Gowen, Hall, Har- 
vey, Hay, Hemphill, Neverin, Howard, 
Hunsickor,Lilly, Littleton, Long, M’CZm- 
ant, M’Culloch, M’Murmy, MacYeagh, 
Mann, Metzger, Palmer, G.W., Palmer, II. 
TV., Parsons, Patterson, D. W., Patterson, 
T. II. I:., Porter, Pughe, Parman, Purvi- 
ante, John N., Purrinnce, Samuel A., 
Reed, John R., Reynolds, James I,., Rey- 
nolds, S. II., Rooke, Runk, Russell, 
Smith, H. G., Stanton, Stewart, Temple, 
Van Reed, Wctherill, J. M., Wood\~-ard 
and Worrell-73. 

Nr. NxwLtrx. Nr. President : If it is 
in order, I would move that the Sergeant- 
at-Arms be sent for the absentees. 

The PRESIDENT. Such a motion is in 
order. 

Mr. NEWLIN. I then make that mo- 
tion. 

Mr. BROOXALI.. I would suggest that 
the usual motion is the martial one 01 
closing the doors and sending for the ab- 
scntees. 

The ??RESIDEST. 2Z call of the House 
camlot now be made, as there is not a qu+ 
rum present. 

Mr. CORSON. Mr. President : I think 
there is a misapprehension in regard ti, 
the time of the meeting of the Convey- 
tion this morning. I understand the rc.- 
olution adopted by the Convention readr. 
from and after Jfonday the Conrentio!i 
would meet at ten o’clock A. M. I ct:r- 
txinly was under the impression that thv 
Convention met at eleven o’clock to-day. 

The ~'RESIDEST. The Chair wiI1 stn:? 
tiyat when he returned to the Convention 
on Saturday, aft.er his illness, he found 
a resolution had been adopted by which 
the Convention ordered the hour of mcct- 
ing at ten o’clock A. >1., “ from and aft01 
?Jonday nest,” which is to-day. Wheel 
3 man makes a journey from Pottsvlllt~ 
the journey begins when he starts fro!:, 
that point. When the Constitution s:~> 6 
that the Legislature shall mees on ~hcl 
lirst Tuesday of January and hold its xc;- 
sions until some time in March, it mealis 
that the session shall begin 011 the firs: 
Tuesday of January. The Chair reyrctr 
very much that there should be any mia- 
take about a COUU~OII English phrxe, 
upon which it seenIs impossible to pl::cc, 
but one meaning ; but as them stem% i<! 
bo so~~lcr~~isundcrstnndi:lg, the Chair do% 
nnt feel disposed to adopt any harsh mu::- 
surcs and thcrcforc he would suggest th:it 
the gentleman from Phil:~dcll~hia (Mr. 
Ncwlin) withdraw his motion, as it will 
necessitate the adoption of rather iinrs!r 
means to seeurc a quorunl of the Cor,vcli- 
tion. 

Nr. TE~LIN. I withdraw my motion. 

Messrs. Gowen, Hoverin, Church, Il. 
(:. Smith, Russell, Temple and Porter. 
having entered thcEIal1, the President xx- 
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ndunced that there was a quorum present 
and called the Convention to order. 

FEJIALESUFFXAGH. 

Mr. DE FRANCE presented a petition 
from citizens of Meroer county in favor of 
female suffrage? which was laid on the 
table. 

PROHIBITION. 

Mr. CRAIG presented three memorials, 
requesting the Convention to incorporate 
into the Constitution a clause prohibiting 
the manufacture and mle.of intoxicating 
liquors, which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Legislation. 

‘unless debate be restricted. The debate 
is instructive, and the question is very in- 
teresting; but it is one on which every 
man has made up his mind, and we are 
prepared to vote upon it. It is true that 
some amendment may require a little de- 
bate, but I have provided for that. 

Mr. IM'AL~~~~~~. Mr. President: I call 
for the reading of the resolution. It was 
not distinctly heard in this part of the 
Hall. 

The CLERK again read the resolution. 
Mr. M'ALLISTER. Mr. President: I 

would simply say that I have for three 
days listened to the discussion on this 

LIMITINGPEBATE. subject without, saying a word, and I 

Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. President : I offer 
desire, as chairman of the committee 

the following resolution : 
whose report is under consideration, a 

Resolved, That general debate be closed 
few minutes, to answer some of the nu- 

in committee of the whole on the section 
merons objections that have been mado 
to it. 

pending, but that any member offering 
I do not object to anything that 

will facilitate the work of the House 
an amendment shall be allowed five min- 
utes to advocateit, and the same time shall 

at any time; but, under these circnm- 

be allowed to some one opponent. 
stances, I submit that if the chairman 
of the committee is in duty bound to at- 

On the question of proceeding to second tend every day’s session of the commit- 
reading a division was called, which re- tee of the whole, and to hear all the argu- 
snlted-forty-three in the affirmative and plenty, with a view of answering any 
eleven in the negative ; so the resolution questions that may be asked him, I Yub- 
was read a second time. mit.iY it not his right that he should be 

M~.M'CLRAN. Mr. President : I hope permitted to make some remarks in re- 
that this motion will not be adopted. I 
consider the question now before the Con- 

ply upon the subject matter under dis- 
cussion ? 

vention as one of surpassing importance, Mr. WHERRY. Mr. President : It seems 
and insist that every gentleman who-de- to me that the proposition to cut off de- 
sires to express his views upon it should 
have the opportunity of doing Yo. I hope, 

bate oon?es with a very bad graoc from 

for this reason, therefore, that this resoln- 
the gentleman from Delaware (Mr. Broo- 

tion will not be adopted, and that the de- 
mall.) Granting the right which the 

bate will not be limited. 
chairman of the Committee on Snfirage, 
Election and Ranresentation nndonbt- 

Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. Chairman: I of- 
fered the resolution thinking that the 
HOUSG had fully discussed the measure 
that is now before the committee of the 
whole. The rule that I propose is known 
as the five minute rule, under which any 
gentleman, proposing an amendment, 
shall be allowed five minutes to advocate 
it, and any one opposing it allowed the 
same time for reply. C1earl.v the resolu- 
tion ought to be adopted. After the full 
debate that we have had on this subject, 
certainly five minutes is sufficient to ex- 
plain any amendment. I desire to see 
progress made in the work of this Con- 
vention. We have made but little head- 
way, and we will not get through in five 
years unless gentlemen will submit to 
some such rule as this at some time. I 
foresee that the whole of this week will 
be used in discussing thfs very question 

edly has to advocite his rep’ort, after it 
has been discussed upon the floor by other 
gentlemen, it is the right and the privi- 
lege of the humblest member of this Con- 
tion to express his rietvs upon a question 
of such vital importance as this. I know 
that there are gentlemen here to-day mho 
desire to speak upon this subject, and who 
desire to put their views on reoord. Xot 
only so, but I have been waited on by a 
delegation of the connty in which I live, 
desiring, nay, almost commanding, me to 
place myself right on the record on this 
question, and I trust I will be given an 
opportunity to do SO. 

Mr. BROOJIALL. Mr. President: I cle- 
sire only to say that this rule allows the 
gentleman a full opportunity of putting 
himself on record. Under i his very rule 
it is provided that he be allowed five min- 
utes to do so, and at this stage of this de- 
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hate is not this long enough ? I have seen 
this rule adopted in Congress, and it has 
worked well. Some of the very best 
speeches that have ever been made in that 
body have been made under it, in five 
minutes. 

Mr. HEVERIN. Mr. President: I am 
convinced that no question will come be- 

fore the Convention, or the committee of 
the whole, which is more responsible, 
probably, for the existence of this body 
than t,his very question; I certainly am 
oppose,3 to any attempt to limit or circum- 
scribe debate upon it, and I hope any op- 
position that may exist may be withheld, 
that we may have a full, fair discussionof 
its merits. 

Mr. TENPLE. Mr. President : I would 
like the resolution read for information. 

The resolution was again read. 
Mr. TURRELL. Mr. President : I have 

occupied, so far, very little of the time of 
this Convention, and I propose to take, 
perhaps, as little in the future, but if 
questions are debated here at length, it 
is a difficulty that we cannot avoid to some 
extent. I believe that every man here is 
the peer of his fellows, and he has the 
same right to be heard, and it is simply a 
question of judgment and discretion with 
him, for which he is answerable to his 
constituents. Therefore, I am not at pres- 
ent in favor of limiting debate more than 
we have limited it. I would leave the 
time open, and leave it with the gentle- 
men who are yet to speak upon it, and let 
them answer for it. It may be that the 
other members of the Convention may 
think differently from me in reference to 
this, but I Hold that it is the right of ev- 
ery man here to be heard, and that we 
should give every man a full hearing, and 
judge of his argument. 

Mr. PATTON. Mr. President : I heartily 
concur with the gentleman from Susque- 
hanna, (Mr. Turrell,) in what he has just 
said on this subject. 

Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. President: Inas- 
much as there are so many who have not 
been heard upon this subject, in order to 
give them a chance to speak upon it, I will 
withdraw the resolution, promising to re- 
new it again, this day week. 

The PRESIDENT. That cannot be done, 
the House having acted upon it. Does 
the gentleman move to lay it on the 
table ? 

Mr. BROOXALL. Mr. President : I move 

to postpone it for the present. 
The PRESIDZNT. Does the gentleman 

move to lay it on the table? 

Mr. BROONALT,. No, sir. I move to 
postpone it for the present. 

Mr. D. K. WIIITE. Mr. President: 1 
offer the following amendment :- 

Mr. HOPKINS. Mr. President: I in- 
quire if a motion to postpone is amenda- 
ble. 

The PRESIDENT. No, sir; the arnend- 
mont is not to the motion to postpone. It 
is to the resolution. Theamendment will 
be read. 

The CLERK. Mr. D. N. White moves to 
amend, as follows : 

To strike out all after the word re- 
solved, and insert, “that debate on the ar- 
ticle on Suffrage, Election and Represen- 
tation, now under consideration, shall be 
limited in committee of the whole to five 
minutes speeches.” 

Mr. DUNNIN& Mr. President : I move 
to indefinitely postpone the whole sub- 
ject. 

On agreeing to this motion a divisiou 
wascalled,whichresulted: Thirty-ninein 
the atllrmative, sixteen in the negative. 
So the resolution and amendment were 
indefinitely postponed. 

CONVENTION PRINTING. 

Mr. MANTOR. Mr. president: I offer 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Print- 
ing.bs requested to confer with the State 
Printer, and have all printed matter that 
is necessary for the Convention, ready 
each day, by nine o’clock A. M. 

Mr. MANTOR. Mr. President: I have 
offered this resolution because we have 
changed the timeof holding our meetings. 
Heretofore we have met at eleven o’clock. 
We have now ordered that our sessions 
shall commence at ten o’clock. This 
morning we have no printed matter before 
us, and I am informed by those officers 
and pages who put the printed matter on 

the file, that it will require from Oh0 and 
a half to two hours to properly arrange 
and distribute the tiles in the morning. 
Therefore, if our printed matter only 
reaches us at ten in the morning, when 
our sessions commence, we will be with- 
out our fresh files until noon. It is the 
duty of the State Printer to send thismat- 
ter to us so that we can have it every 
morning at ten o’clock. 

On the question of agreeing to the 
resolution, a division was called. Less 
than a quorum of a majority voting in 
the affirmative, the resolution was re- 
jected. 
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LEAVE OF ABBENCE. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President : I ask leave, 
at this time, to ask leave of absence for 
my colleague, Col. Collins, of Fayette, for 
a few days from to-day. 

Leave was granted. 
Mr. W. H. SXITH asked and obtained 

leave of absence for Mr. Baer, of Somerset, 
for one week. 

Mr. BOYD asked and obtained leave of 
absence for Mr. Darlington, of Chester, 
for a few days. 

Mr. ELLIOTT asked and obtained leave 
of absence for Mr. Mann, of Potter, for a 
few days. 

POSTAoE ON DEBATES. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President : I desire 
to state, for the information of the House, 
that, in accordance with the resolution 
adopted last week, 1 addressed a note to 
the Postmaster General in relation to 
mailing the Debates from Harrisburg, 
and have to-day received a reply stating 
that the necessary order had been issued. 

PRINTING THE DEBATEs DAILY. 

Mr. DALLAS. Mr. President: I ask 
leave, at this time, to inquire of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Printing (Mr. 
Newliu) what action has been taken on 
the resolution calling for information as 
to the armngement of the State Printer to 
have the Debates published the day fol- 
lowing that on which they are delivered. 

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President: I will 
state that no action has been taken, ex- 
oept that a copy of the resolution was fur- 
nished by the Committee on Printing to 
the State Printer. 

I would also take occasion, at this time, 
to correct a misapprehension that seems 
to exist in the minds of members of the 
Convention, of the exact position of the 
Committee on Printing and on Binding 
in relation to this matter of the Debates. 
The Committee on Printing reported a 
resolution soon after the Convention met 
in Philadelphia, which, in detail, arranged 
fully for the very difficulties, and sought 
to provide in advance for the very trou- 
bles, which have since arisen, in the Con- 
vention. A motion was made in the Con- 
vention to strike out all after the word 
“ resolved,” and insert a resolution of in- 
struction to the Committee on Printing, 
aud that resolution carried. The Com- 
mittee on Printing have since acted in ac- 
cordance with that instruction, made a 
oantract with the State Printer or with R. 
Singerly, which is the same thing, and re- 

60 

ported that contract to the Convention, 
and it was approved, 

The committee went just as far as the 
resolution of instruction permitted them 
to go, and, in fact, went even farther, by 
putting in the contract a provision that if 
the State Printer did not fultil his con- 
tract to the satisfaction of the Convention 
they might either order the printing at 
his expense or annul the contract. 

All of the provisions which were in- 
serted in the original resolution of the 
eommittec, in relation to the time of de- 
livery, and in regard to having the De- 
bates on the desks of the members of the 
Convention on the day following their de- 
livery, were stricken out, so that the 
printer is not, nor has he been at any 
time, under instructions from this Con- 
vention to have the Debates on the desks 
of members the following day. The com- 
mittee has, I know, been privately com- 
plained of, and the printer too, and for no 
just cause. 

I will further state that until the fif- 
teenth of January the Convention did not 
decide what kind of type should be used ; 
that when they did they adopted leaded 
minion, and the printer has had types 
specially cast for this purpose, and it took 
the founders, here in town, a week or ten 
days to get up the necessary type, which 
would bring the printing up to about the 
twenty-second of January, so that the 
printer has only had since the twenty- 
second of January to bring up the De- 
bates, when the Convention was nearly 
two months ahead of him. 

TEE BALLOT. 

The PRESIDENT. The next business in 
order is the further consideration of the 
report of the Committee on Suffrage, 
Election and Representation. 

So the Convention, as in committee of 
the whole, Mr. Lawrence in the chair, 
proceeded to further consider the report 
of the Committee on Suffrage, Election 
and Representation. 

The CHAIRJIAN. The question is upon 
the amendment to the first section, pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Somerset 
(Mr. Baer.) 

Mr. HAY. I rise simply for the purpose 
of stating, that if the pending amend- 
mentsare not approved by the committee, 
it is my intention to propose an amend- 
ment, to strike out in the second line the 
words, “may be open or secret, as the 
electors may prefer, and they,” and for 
this reason, that it seems to me that the 
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first clause of this section is inconsistent 
with the remaining portion. The first 
clause provides that the ballots voted may 
be either open or secret, as the electors 
shall prefer, and it seems to me that that 
is inconsistent with the remaining clause 
of the section, which substantially re- 
quires that the ballot shall not be secret in 
any case, but shall be known at any rate, 
and under all circumstances, to the elec- 
tion officers. I can see no reason fur re- 
taining the second line of the section if 
the remaining clause is adopted by the 
committee. 

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Mr. Chairman: 1 
would say that I am instructed by the 
committee to substitute 6‘ folded” for “se- 
cret,” so that it would read, “open or 
folded.” 

Mr. HAY. That, of course, will remove 
~some objection to the language, but it 
.does not remove the objection that the 
section is redundant in language and in- 

, consistent in its different parts. I can see 
no reason for the insertion of the greater 
part of the second line. The voter of 
course can hold his ballot open as he ap- 
proaches the polls now, but it is impossi- 
ble to put an open ballot into the box; it 
must be folded before it is put in. If that 
provision should be stricken out, it would 
read substantially as it does now, and it 
would include the fundamental ideas of 
the section, namely: The numboring of 
the ballot and the writing of the elector’s 
name upon it. In my opinion, no mea- 
sure will be more conducive to the detec- 
tion, and therefore to the prevention of 
frauds upon the ballot-box than a provi- 
sion for the identification of the ballots 
actually cast by legal voters. The section 
under consideration effectually provides 
for such identitication, and believing that 
if adopted, it will secure to the citizens of 
this Commonwealth some protection 
against such frauds in elections as have 
heretofore disgraced our State by their 
perpetration in some localities, I shall vote 
for the section even if its present form be 
retained. 

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Mr. Chairman: I 
have listened with considerable attention 
and with great interest to the discussion of 
the last three days, principally because of 
the importanceofthe section under consid- 
eration. I consider it the foundation stone 
of the various provisions intended to pro- 
tect the lawful exercise of the right of suff- 
rage. I am fully convinced that there is not 
a provision reported by the committee to 

protect the right of suffrage against which 
more plausible reasons cannot bo ad-. 
vanced than against the one now under 
discussion. I cannot over-estimate, I am 
sure, the importance of protecting the bal- 
lot. That it has been desecrated-that it 
has been abused to such an extent that 
the representative body is no longer an 
epitomeof the body represented, cannot be 
doubted. The right of suffrage has been 
struck at. We are in danger of having 
our republican institutions undcrminctl. 
unless we do something to prevent the 
frauds that have been perpetrated upon 
the ballot. 

The objections, Mr. Chairman, to this 
section may be summed up in a few words : 
First, that it destroys the secrecy of the 
ballot, and next that it is a combrous re- 
striction upon the exercise of the right of 
suflrage. These are the sum and sub- 
stance of the whole of the objections which 
have been raised by the opponents of the 
section under consideration. The gentle- 
man from Indiana, (Mr. Harry White, ) 
at the very commencement of this debate. 
worked himself into such a state of ox- 
citement that he invoked the aid of ten 
earthquakes to shake earth and sea, in 
order to prevent the consummation ot 
such iniquity. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. Chairman : 1 
do not desire to be misapprehendoti. I will 
state to the gentleman that I only in\-oketl 
the aid of one earthquake. 

Mr. M'ALLISTEIL. He invoked the aid 
of one earthquake then. He called for a 
commotion of the earth, sea and air in 
order to prevent, what? To prevent an 
inroad upon the secrecy of the ballot. 
Now what is this great secrecy for which 
he invokes the aid of supernatural pow- 
er? It has been well denominated by 
the gentleman on my left a myth. In 
practice it amounts to nothing. In the 
borough in which I reside there are six 
election districts-two township districts 
and four borough districts. Regularly, at 
every important election, the result is an- 
nounced by the men who stand at the 
windows, in advance of the counting’ 01 
the ballots. The result so announced is 
often wonderfully accurate. How every 
man votes is known to every other man ; 
and these results we have, annually and 
statedly, at every important election ; 
and yet it is said the ballot is secret. It 
is not secret in practice. But if it were 
this section does not take away what 
secrecy that the ballot has. The endorse- 
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w&nt of the name of the voter upon the 
ballot by himself does not expose the 
way in which he votes. The endorsement 
of his name by another elector, if he can- 
not write, does not necessarily destroy 
the secrecy of the ballot. The majority 
of the electors receive their tickets from 
other persons ; and if they cannot read 
they must get some one to read for them. 
The secrecy of the ballot is therefore taken 
away by that very act ; and it is no more 
taken away by getting another person to 
endorse the name upon the ballot. Then 
w-hen a man comes to the window with 
the ballot endorsed, is there any violation 
of secrecy? This section leaves to the 
Ilegislature to prescribe upon what part 
of the ticket the endorsement shall be 
made, how it shall be made, and in what 
manner the ticket shall be prepared. 
These are all matters of legislative ac- 
tion. Laws can be enacted in minutiro 
by the Legislature, and this duty should 
ae left to it. The endorsement may be 
upon the outside, with the name of the 
oflice to be filled, if the Legislature so 
direct ; and most probably the Legisla- 
ture will direct that the endorsement 
shall be so made that it will not expose 
the person for whom the elector votes. If 
this be done the required endorsement 
will not destroy the secrecy of the ballot, 
but it will aid in unearthing the frauds 
which strike at the root of this great right 
of suffrage. Until there is an invest@ 
tion before the ‘proper tribunal the name 
of the person for whom the elector votes 
will not be divulged ; but when such in- 
vestigation takes place it is necessary that 
it should be divulged. Without such 
development being made there can be no 
exposure-no detection. All of these 
sections are designed to afford evidence of 
how the elector casts his vote in order to 
detect the fraud. That knowledge is es- 
sential to a conviction, and there can be 
no conviction of any criminal offender 
against the election laws unless we obtain 
witnesses to the frauds ; and in the desig- 
nated endorsement is afforded just such 
evidence. Bias it been shown, or is it 
even pretended to have been shown, that 
this endorsement upon the ballot will not 
furnish the evidence upon which those 
who depredate upon the right of suffrage 
can be arrested and convicted ? 

Three or four principal modes in which 
frauds upon the ballot are usually com- 
mitted. It has been shown that repeaters 
come in different dress to the same poll, 
or go from poll to poll repeating their 

vote. Why is this done ? Because there 
is no mode of identifying the person who 
casts the vote and connecting him with 
the vote in the ballot-box. Will not this 
afford that evidence ? Will you not have 
the handwriting of the repeater, or the 
handwriting of another, to testify as to 
the identity of the person? Surely you 
will. 

Then, again, the ballot has been taken 
from the hand of the voter, and by skill- 
ful manipulation another has been sub- 
stituted for it, and dropped into the bal- 
lot-box. Will not that be detected when 
the box is opened, and the witness and 
voter is called? Surely it will. And,. 
again, the ballot-boxes, with their entire 
contents, are changed. This fraud will also 
be detected, and the guilty perpetrators 
punished. Then, Mr. Chairman, the 
means are sufficient to correct the evils, 
The enormity of the evils is admitted, 
and the meansof their correction are found 
in this very provision. (3entlemen are 
mistaken if they suppose that this great 
wrong upon the ballot is to be prevented 
without some trouble. It may be a little 
cumbrous, it may bo somewhat ditllcnlt, 
for a man to write his name, or to get an- 
other to write it, but what is that trouble 
compared with the great end to be acrom- 
plished-the preservation of the ballot ? 

It is said that these frauds relate only to 
cities. They have been shown, however, 
to exist in the country as well. But if 
this were not so, if these frauds did not 
now exist elsewhere than in the cities, 
what assurance have we that they will 
not be carried into the country before an- 
other year? They spread, and spread 
rapidly ; but suppose, for the sake of the 
argument, that the-v are now, and will 
continue to be, confined to the cities. Is 
not every voter in the country interested 
in the result of the election of the chief 
magistrate and other executive officers, 
including the State Treasurer? Is not 
every voter deeply interested in our judi- 
ciary, which is elected upon the general 
ticket? Are we to entrust those who do 
not receive a majority of rightful ballots 
with the administration of our laws? 
Surely not. We are then all interested, 
and should be willing to subjeotourselves 
to some inconvenience. 

The gentleman from Allegheny, (Mr. 6. 
W. F. White,) whom I do not now see m 
his seat, argued learnedly against this 
section. I am ready to confess, Mr. Chair- 
man, that if I had framed a Constitution 
at home, instead of coming to this Conven- 



. 

tion to deliberate, 1 should not have had the exercise oPthe righ’t ofsr-&age. ‘“l”hip 
the section now under discussion in it, be- class, I repeat, do not desire the scc*ret 
cause I was then wholly ignorant of the ballot. 
frauds which render such section neces- The gentleman from Allegheny (XP. 
snry. It is well known that we are all White) has said that ho often xratrhcld 
fond of our bantlings, but it must not be his ticket, and that he desires the right tc 
forgotten that we came hero to deliberate do so. He says he desires this right, be- 
with a view of changing our minds when cause he does not wish the manner in 
our judgments have been in error. This which he votes to be known. Kaw, the 
is 6he great advantage of deliberation aud gentleman may desire to set ullon this 
discussion. principle, but I must be permitted to 

We comehere to ascertainthetruth,and differ with him, not only as to the pro- 
having ascertsined it, let us march right priety of his action, but as to its strict 1no-- 
forward t&t. This is what I hope the rality. I was taught, Mr. U&u-ran, on 
clonvention will do. The gentleman from mv mother’s knee, to do no ~1; which i-e-, 
Q’rawford (Mr. Cantor) has said that *‘a q&red concealment : to cherish no Fxuti- 
mountain has been in labor, and a mouse ment I wo-tlld feel eitllor;~shamedorafraidl 
has been brought forth.” The committee when called on, to express bcforc any per-, 
are .sorry indeed that they did not have son ou the &o of the earth, That seuti- 
the advantages of that gentleman’s supe- ment influenced alike mu- bo:;hood and 
rior j ndgment in order to the productioa my fil,er years. 
of an elephant rather than a mouse. The Independence of character-that illde- 
c!OnlIIlittee eIldeaVOrCd to do the best they pOn&nCO wJlj& jUflUe,lCCs n mall t0 (10 
a’ould? and certainly this is all that can be right, and to dedre no concealment in the 
expected of anybody. The committee doing of it-neyer leads a man astray. I 
acted according to the best of its judg- submit then,althoogh the gcntlemanfrom 
mont, and we hare had a great deal to do Allegheny would act upcm n differellt 
in order to provide a way to get ahead of principle, it is a principle upon mhich the 
these frauds that are being perpetrated, community should not be encouragotl to 
election after election upon the ballot. act. It is a principle productiv;c of no 

It has been said, Mr. Chairman, that good, but much evil. I profernot to carry 
there are classes of people who object to my ballot to the polls in a sneaking illan- 
presenting their votes at all, because they ner, though I may iucur the tliwplcnsure 
cannot bo permitted to vote the secret of some politician, who afterwards, should 
ballot. The prirlciple rcamn which &,s 1 becolne a CaIldithte, may lll:ITk 1110. Sot 
t*ecn assigned for this is that they are at all. I would not inaugmxte 30 cow-. 
xfraitl of their employers. Tile claws of ardly a course Of COIldUCt for my ~1119~~ 
l’ooplc to whom reference has beeu made much h?SS TvOUJd 1 ll:l.~e it made all argu- 
ill this connection are said to be miners, ment against a restriction necessnr~ for 
rmployeos of railroads, aud iron lvorks, the protection of the right of sn~?i7~yo. I 
and tcuanta. Let me tell the gentlemen would not lrnve the inv;tlual~le right of 
who made this assertion, that they are en- snfYtragc jeopardized aud dcstroyetl to se- 
tirclv mistaken. I come from a mining 
clistlrict, where coal alld iron are Ininod ill 

cum the secrecy of the ballot to any ~n:~,17 
Whether e1llplOyCe 01‘ p0litiCiaIl. 

profusion. I come from a district where Xr. Chairman, consideringthis tbc form-B 
Lhere :Lre irou works aud great uuml,ers dation-stone upon which rest all the pro- 
of employees. It is also a farmillg di+ T-isions tending to the prcscrratioll of the 
trict, and tenants are numerous, and I sacred right of suErage,I hope these II nlend- 
say hero, without fear of oo!Watliction, ments will be negatived, and that when 
that these lnell ~yo~~lcl collsidor it all in- the ~OllVOrltiOn redlCs n direct vote it 
snlt, oven to iusinuatc that they need the will adopt the so&ion as it has been re- 
secret ballot for protection a&ust their ported, and substitute in place of the se- 
+nlplovcrs, or that they desired it. In- cret ballot the section as reported by the 
stead of being unpopular with this class Committee on Suffrage. 
this measure would be hailed as the har- Mr. COLLINS. Mr. President: I deem 
Mnger of good results from the labors of it my duty to say a few words upon this 
this Convention. There is not within the question, for I deem it to lx a prartical 
boundaries of tlhe State a more indepen- one, and one which1 hope the Convention 
dent class of people than these T-%X lobor- will examine with a great deal of care. It 
HI’S, nor is there auy class of people less is a question in which the people of the 
under the control of their employers in State are eminently interested, and their 
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.actionwiJl depend, in a great measure, 
upon the disposition which shall finally 
be made of it by the Convention. The 
proposition, as it has been reported by 
the committee, embodies a radical change 
in the manner of veting in the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania, and I would like 
to inquire what benefits are to be derived 
from such a radical ehange. If this mea- 
sure which has been strongly ,urged in 
the Convention as the great panacea tar 
all the election evils which afflict the 
State, will remedy the trouble under 
,which \ve have been suflering for so 
long a time, we should certainly give it 
~0ur support, unless in doiug so we run 
into a greater error by the adoption of 
such a remedy. It issaid that great frauds 
are practiced upon the people of Pennspl- 
mania, and that this provision will remedy 
these frauds. Now, Mr. Chairman, every 
member of this Convention is certainly 
cognizant of how his own county is likely 
to vote, and has been for years. I know 
we have no dimculty in the county from 
which I come, and we are not troubled 
with any election frauds there. When I 
‘say that there have been no election 
frauds, I do not wish to be understood as 
-meaningthat therenever wereany fraudu- 
‘lent votes cast there, because probably 
three or four have been cast at the various 
elections. It is true that illegal votes are 
sometimes cast, but it is generally in the 
‘ease of those who are justly entitled to 
vote, but they have not resided in the dis- 
trict the requisite length of time, and the 
votes are given under a misunderstand- 
ing. Systematic election frauds are, how- 
ever, unkawn to us, and consequently the 
county which I represent does not require 
this law which has been proposed for the 
protection of the ballot-box. There are, 
however, counties in the State where 
these election frauds are carried on, and 
Bt is evident that some protection against 
the recurrence of these evils should. 
be afforded them. There are certain in- 
dependent classes of people throughout 
the State, even among the laboring peo- 
ple, who do not care who knows how 
they vote, but there is still a large num- 
her who desire the seeret ballot, because 
their daily occupations will not permit a 
free and independent exercise of the elec- 
Sivc franchise in any other manner. It is 
this class of our citizens who need pro- 
tection, and it is in their interests that I 
shall cast my vote. I have only made 
these few remarks in order that I might 

place myself correct ‘on the record when 
the vote shall be taken. 

S&r. WHERRY. Mr. Chairman: I am 
glad that this discussion has narrowed 
down to the simple question, shall we re-. 
tain in our organic law the principle of 
the secret ballot, or shall we require every 
.elector, in the exercise of his elective 
franchise, to subject himself to the super- 
vision of his fellow electors? That, Mr. 
Chairman, I understand to be the simple 
question under discussion. 

Now, sir, for one, I am not willing to 
give my support, here or elsewhere, to 
any measure which will take from the 
ballot that distinctive feature which made 
‘it, in times past, so great a boon to people 
struggling for self-government. We, to- 
day, are struggling for self-government. 

There are, as the gentleman from 
Schuylkill (Mr. Bartholomew) has well 
said, as many and as powerful engines 
of injustice, as many and as powerful 
forms of tyranny and oppression, in this 
State to-day as ever existed in England, 
where the secret ballot was counted a God 
given shield to the humble citizen. These 
monsters exist. They have but changed 
their forms, and if they wear shorter 
horns their hoofs are just as hard as they 
ever were. 

I do not propose to repeat the argu- 
ments which have been adduced in sup- 
port of the secret ballot. They have been 
clearly and eloquently stated. More than 
that, the burden of proof does not lie 
upon those who are in favor of the secret 
ballot. It is for the advocates of this 
strange and remarkable reform to show 
cause why we should introduce such a 
novel and untried feature into the Consti- 
tution of Pennsylvania. What are the 
arguments advanced iu support of the 
open ballot? 

In the first place, it is said “ voting is a 
public function and therefore ought to be 
discharged in a publio manner.” Let us 
see if this is true. 

There are two theories of the elective 
franchise mamtamed on this floor. 0n 
the one hand, it is held by the gentleman 
from Centre (Mr. M’Allister) ttrat the 
elective franchise is a natural, inherent, 
in-born right ; that it belongs exclusively 
to a certain superior being for whom I can 
firm no generic name, either in the Bible, 
or in the dictionary, uor even in Darwin, 
:laughter,! who, as the representative 
head-centre, IS to do all the voting for the 
family or tribe over which he is chief. 

. 
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Sow, sir, if this be true that the elector is 
the representative of his family or his 
tribe, then I deny that the e!eotive fuuc- 
tion is a public one, that voting is a public 
duty. I deny that the representative 
c4tizen is accountable to the body politic 
or to the main body of his fellow electors 
for the manner in which he discharges 
his representative functions. Whou was 
it e3-er heard, sir, that a representative 
was answerable to his peers f?sr the fidelity 
with which he dicharged his dolcgated 
functions? The thing is totally absurd. 

But, say others: “ SufIixge is not a right; 
it is a trust-a public trust-and therefore 
ought to be dischsr#?d in a public: man- 
ner.” Now, sir, I admit the premise. I 
admit that the elective franchise is it trust 
:jilUply. I will admit, even, that it is a 
public trust. Uut what is the trust? And 
for whom is that trust exercised ? (‘Oh ! 
for the State, of course !” That is the an- 
swer. “For the body politic; for the 
~:ommon weal of the aggregate nlass of 
the citizens.” Very well. I will accept 
that statement, too. The trust is held for 
the advantage of the body politic, for the 
common weal of the mass of citizens. But 
I want to know when and where it was 
rrer held to be the duty of a trustee to 
administer his trust under the supervi- 
sion, direction and control of him for 
whom he holds the trust? Who ever 
heard of such a doctrine ? It is not so in 
private trusts. It is not so in tlrc grand 
jury. It is not so in the petit jury. In 
truth, it is a principle of common law, 
fonndcd upon corrunon seuse, that it is 
tile first and chief duty of a trustee to ad- 
minister the trust according to his Own 
best judgment, for the advantage of him 
fi,r whom be holds the trust. It may be, 
:IIKI it often does become, the duty of the 
trustee to carefully conceal from him for 
whom he acts the thing which he is about 
to do, or leave undone. So, also, must 
the voter, as the trustee of the people, 
l~vc the right to determine for himself 
wbcther the interests of those for whom 
he acts will be best subserved by an open 
t,r secret exercise of his electoral fuuc- 
tious. 

But it is said by the gentleman from 
the city, (Mr. Simpson,) that “this open 
Lallot is absolutely necessary to secure a 
fair expression of public sentiment at 
popular elections.” 

I am far from being convinced that the 
measure proposed would secure all, or 
Ilalf, or even a tenth of what is claimed 
for it hy its advocates. There never was 

\ 

a legislative enactment devised 111 the 
world that would hinder weak or bid 
men from the commission of crime. But 
granting that the proposed method ob 
open voting would secure with cort,aintj. 
the result indicated by the ballots cast, it 
hy no means follows that the vote woulc4 
be a genuine expression of the honest 
opinions of the electors. On the contray, 
1 affirm that there is not an iutelligent 
man iu this Commonwealth, living in a 
district in which large aggregations ot” 
cnpital are employed in operations, who 
does not know that whenever the iuter- 
ests of those corpomtions demand it, the 
poor employee, the humble laborer, is 
first instructed, then advised, than per- 
suaded, and then induced, and if tJu?aefajl, 
is theu compelled to givo his support to a 
certain ticket, or to a certain candidate 
who will bost represent the interestsof the 
corporation by which he is employed. 

God save the Commonwealth when this. 
flood-g-ate of bribery, and corruption, and 
force is opened upon the T-oting popula- 
tion. Now mark an authority, I quote 
from Mr. Grote, who is confessedly the 
Thucidydes of modern times, the most as- 
tute, as well as the most philosophical 
historian, who has written in the English 
katguage. Mr. Grote says : 

&‘Publicity of votes cannot convert a 
single voter from dishonesty, but it will 
make a thouxbnd honest voters dishonest 
against their own intentions.” 

There you have this argument crysta-. 
lized into a single sentence. Publicity of 
votes cannot convert a aingle voter from 
dishonesty, but it will make a thousanti 
voters dishonest against their own inten. 
tions. 

Well, Mr. Chairman, the gentleman 
from Philadelphia (Mr. Woodward) says, 
‘it is not manly to go sneaking up to a 
dark window with a little hole in it and 
stick in a dirty pellet of paper secretly.” 
“It is not manly.” Is it manly l,o buy 
your neighbor’s stocks at par to-day, when 
you know that to-morrow they will be 
ten above, without telling him of the 
prospective rise? Is th& manly? lsit 
manly to try to out-do your business rival 
by fair and legitimate plans and schemes 
without informing him what your plans 
and schemes and prospects are? Is that 
manlv ? I submit that all this cry about 
manliness is not argument at all. It is a 
false appeal to a false sentiment of the 
human heart. It is nonsense. This doc- 
trine of manliness is platonic. It is TTtcL 
pian. It is super-sentinl.ol~tal. Tt, is !hc, 



CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 791 

opium-inspired dream of Coleridge, re- superstition which hesitate to assail an 
sounded in the dream-fugues of DeQuin- existing institution on account of its an- 
cey. It may be:an easy thing for the gen- tiquity. In our country, which is founded 
tleman from Philadelphia on my right upon a system of innovation, where there 
(Mr. Woodward) to march boldly up to are no endeared traditions to foster a 
the polls with banner dying and trumpet false reveration for veteran abuses, and 
sounding, and to proclaim aloud for what where there should be no desire to per- 
and for whom he votes. For, either from petuate them, these trite and ingenious 
disgust or from a sense of superior virtue appeals should have no effect ; but, inde- 
-1 can’t tell which-he has’here at his pendent of this, experience teaches that 
seat, publicly renounces forever, the this system does not deserve the oratori- 
world, the flesh and the devil of politics. cal homage which has been bestowed upon 
[Laughter.] It may well suit him to it by members of this committee. These 
vote in the face of his fellow-men. It extravagant Iaudations have been ex- 
may well suit the gentleman from Phila- pended upon what history has condemned 
delphia on my left (Mr. Gowen) to cast as a failure, and all this enthusiastic de- 
his ballot freely and openly, because, ac- clamation about a great sacred right is 
cording to his own confession, he was sa- a delusive fiction and romantic illusion. 
credly set apart in his infancy from the It is not a great right, and it has not 
contamination of politica influences and been a great success; for nowhere, from 
political aspirations. [Laughter.] It may the time of the Dikasts of Greece and the 
suit them,andotherslike them. But their Gabiniana Lex of Rome has the secret 
testimony is ‘of no value in a case like ballot been used or practiced with salu- 
this. They live high enough above all tary results, except: probably, in the colc- 
these influences, and all this force, and nies of Sydney and Melbourne, where the 
all this compression, that may be brought independence characteristicof the inhabi- 
upon the great mass of public voters. tants of a new country in a manner di- 
Their testimony is of no value. But take verted its evil tendencies. 
the testimony of the hundreds and thou- Gibbon, in his history of the decline and 
sands of poor day-laborers, in this Com- fall of the Roman empire, dates the de- 
monwealth. Put them on the stand. cline of the republic from the introduc- 
Those whose happiness, whose prosper- tion of the secret ballot. That philosopher 
ity, aye, whose daily bread and the bread 
of whose children depends upon the good 

traces from the inauguration of this sys- 
tern, the destruction of public confidence, 

will and favor of their employers. Put the loss of the ancient relation between 
them on the stand and ask them what patrician and client, the abuses of free- 
voice they give in answer to this quea- dom which accelerated the progress of 
tion. I dare you to ask the people of anarchy and despotism, and the general 
Pennsylvania on this question. demoralization of the people which 

Nr. IIEVERIN. Mr. Chairman : I have brought ruin to that country. SO when it 
but a word to say in reference to this sub- wasadopted by the Legislature in Scot- 
ject, and that only under a realization of land during the revulsion against the 
its importance to my constituency. I do court in the reign of Charles the Second, 
not propose to advert to the arguments it failed to invest the voters with the pro- 
which have already been so ably pre- tection anticipated, and there it left no 
sented to this body, both by those who monuments of its operations to bespeak it 
are willing to hazard any experiments in merit or invite imitation. 
the interest of reform, and those whose So in France, in the Chamber of Depu- 
experiences enable them to perceive in ties, where it was .a rule for tive years 
the adoption of this amendment the oor- from 1840 to 1845, it produced no good re- 
rection of existing abuses ; but I do de- sults. It disappointed its progenitors, and 
sire to say, for the sake of those who are its advocdteg, and it was abandoned as a 
sensitive over the sanctity of an ancient source of evil an 11 abuses ; whether it has 
institution, and in answer to those who been a successin the UnitedStates or not, 
have spoken so eloquently upon the se- we know this much, that no other system 
eret ballot, that it does not merit our en- could afford greater opportunities for 
dorsement, either on account of what it fraud, and greater obstructions to a free 
has accomplished in the past or what it expression of the will of the people, and I 
promises for the future. certainly cannot enlighten gentlemen as 

In the first place I do not appreciate the to the effect of this system upon the city 
Punctilliousreverenceand thesentimental of Philadelphia. Its evils have been de- 
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tailed here by gentlemen who are compe- army, and the freedom of our enthralled 
tent to speak from experience in the mat- yeomanry. 
t cr, and certainly, if the narration of these For these reasons, considering this 
have done nothing else, else I think they question in an abstract view, aud for the 
have enabled the membem of this Con- masons which have been presented under 
veution to locate the modern Sodom and a pmctical phase of the subject, I shall cast 
Gomorrah, and I fear if they were to hear my vote in favor of this amendment, as 
much more in reference to our Sinful and reported by the committee. 
wicked oondition, they would be prompted Mr. I~??'IL~NcE. Mr. Chairman: I do 
to an industrious pursuit of those possible not know whether I will be able to be 
ten who represent the sole prospect of our heard, or be able to say much. I am, at 
final salvation. Therefore I say that these all times, in a great deal of pain n-hen I 
gentlemen who admonish us to keep our am standing, but I desire to say a few 
sacriligious hands off thisgreat and sacred words upon this question. 
light, should adduce some historical cvi- If there isanything that is important in 
dence to justify their position and to in- this Convention, it is the question which 
vite our support. is now before us. There is not a State 

another fact, Mr. Chairman, was ad- Constitution in the United States which 
vcrted to by the gentleman from Cnmber- does uot maintain that all just govern- 
land, (Mr. Wherry,) that this franchise is ments are the result of the consent of the 
uot a private power, but a pnblio trust. governed. Unless this consent is fairly 
If it be such, certainly there is no other had, rcpablican government is a failure ; 
manner of exercising it, consivtently wit11 it is worse than a Failure, it is a farce. 
the spirit of our government, except in an Perhaps the forms of it will keep it up for 
open and funk manner? It is couferred a while, but eventually it will tumble to- 
upon cc&in conditiolis, and under certain gether and bccomc cxtinct. 
;(ualifimtions. It pro-supposes in the rc- Sow the main question before us is this: 
cipient a competency to participate in the Has our pmsellt Constitution, and the 
administration of our government, and laws mzade under it, prevented fraud in 
any other exercise of it, than that which is elections ? Is it certain that, at all times, 
open, public and frank, is subversive of our Executive has exercised his functions 
the motives which prompted the institn- with the consent of the voters of this 
tion of our system of government. As I Commonwealth? Is it certain that the 
mid before, I do not intend to refer to the Legislature of Pennsylv&nia has always 
arguments which have been made in op- done so ? Is it certain that county officers 
position to this measure, because the prac- have not exercised their functions with- 
ticnl- advantages which must result from out having the consent of the voters ? I 
IhiS change in our election system, has think that is a f&ct beyond all doubt. I 
been already elaborately discussed by my think there is no mistake that gigantic 
colleague from Philadelphia, (Mr. Gas- frauds have beon pra&ced under the 
sidy,) but, when gentlemen say that this present Constitution ; and it is our duty, 
is the last protection of the working man, and our high privilege, if possible, to 
that to take it away destroys the last im- change this so aS to prevent it. I am not 
munity of the artisan against the autocrat,. certain that this amendment will do all 
that it enables the employer to prostitute that is claimed for it, but I am certain that 
a necessary dependence, to utilize and it will do a great deal that cannot bu 
pcrpetuatc with detrimental eflect a rela- reached by the present Constitution and 
tionship imposed by nature, and necessi- laws. Who are the men most likely to 
tatcd by the exigencies of society, that it understand what would prevent fraud in 
enablesthe employer, through an enforced the city of Philadelphia ? I 1isteneA to 
relationship, to pervert to private ends, the arguments of the gentlemen whom T 
uud the gratificationof politicalambition, believed to be the most competent, and 
rhe exorcise of a great right-I say, if they the most capable, and who had had the 
:‘an adduce only such argument in sup- largest experience in examining into the 
port of their cause, then let us hasten the frauds of elections. The argument of the 
time and invite the means which will ef- gcutlenran from Philadelphia, (Xlr. Simp- 
!‘ect the abolition of a pernicious system son,) who first sl)okc upon this Subject, 
that gives countenance to bribery, intimi- seemed to mc to l)e conclusive and posi- 
Ilation and coercion. Lot us encourage tivo that frauds could bc found out under 
the efforts and speed the work which this system, if WC adopt it. The next angu- 
seeks the destruction of an autocratic tyr- nlcnt that drew my attention most closely 
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was the argument of the gentleman from 
Philadelphia (Mr. Cassidy.) It seemed 
to me that he showed beyond all doubt 
that frauds could not exist to the extent 
that they have done if this amendment 
were adopted. 

Now, the main question, Mr. Chairman, 
is not as to the beauties of the present 
Constitution, how it has worked in some 
counties,but how it has worked altogether, 
everythingoonsidered. Hasit worked well 
in this particular? In my judgment, it 
has not, and the committee, after think- 
ing very carefully of all the plans that 
they conld devise, having upon that com- 
mittee the most competent men in that 
regard, have given us this section, and I 
have, after thinking upon the subject for 
a long time, carefully and diligently, 
come to the conclusion that it is a step, at 
least, in the direction of reform. 

Now all the arguments upon the other 
side amount to this: “Let us alone; let 
the old Constitution be.” They find fault 
with this article. They find fault with 
all the arguments which have been 
used, but they propose nothing them- 
selves. Perhaps they propose something 
like an oath, or something of that kind. 
We have tried those things, Mr. Chair- 
man, a long time, and wehave found they 
do not work. WA must have something 
by which we can ferret out the fraud and 
show how the ballot wasgiven, or whether 
it was given at all. 

I do not see so much to admire in the 
secret ballot as some gentlemen do. The 
gentleman from Allegheny, (Mr. J. W. F. 
White,) in speaking of it, said nobody had 
any right to know how we vote. That is 
a doubtful question, in my mind. If it is 
for the benefit of the republican-and we 
are all republicans, we all hope for the 
best-if it is best for the republic that the 
people should know how we vote, I say 
the State has a right to demand it of its 
citizens. 

If there is any question upon which you 
and I, and all of us, have received, time 
and again, arguments and letters, it is 
this question of preventing frauds. Two- 
thirds of the letters which I have received 
have been about that question. They all 
ask : “Mr. DeFrance, can you not fix up 
some method to prevent frauds at elec- 
tions? ” Is not that the main question? 
And the point is shall we do it, or shall we 
just go on doing what has been done for 
years? I do not care for party power or 
anything of that sort, but I do not want 
it said : ii I do not care how you vote ; we 

will hear from Philadelphia and Pitts 
burg.” I want the thing fair and honest. 

I do not care which side succeeds if that 
be the case. 

For these reasons, and very many more 
that I could give had I strength, I will 
vote for this section. 

Mr. BEEBE. Mr. Chairman: I have 
listened with a great deal of interest to 
the arguments pro and cor~ upon this 
question. I have inferred from the re- 
marks of the speakers that there is no in- 
dividual question in which there is not an 
earnest desire, on the part of all the mem. 
bersof this Convention, to do what they 
can towards the reforming of what they 
assert to be a very great evil. I concede 
to them the right of opinion; and I ~311 
say that, in a majority of instances, the 
question has been discussed with fairness 
and fullness, and there has beeu conceded 
to others a freedom of opinion which is 
always commendable. In one or two in- 
stances the bravado style was assumed ; 
the fearlessness was applauded of the 
the man who, under all circumstances, 
would go up to the polls and proclaim to 
the world how he should vote, and would 
wonder that no others aould be found to 
do as he did. That indicates to me, sir, 
a mind that, on general principles, pre- 
sumes all other men to be bereft of indi- 
vidual characteristics, ideas or opinions. 
It may be regarded as an assertion, on 
the part of those who indulge in it, that 
they were born to supercede the necessity 
of others, having any. When, however, 
they make the discovery to the contrary, 
they are apt to characterize those differ- 
ences of opinion by such terms as “loath- 
some ” and ‘4 disgusting ; ” but happily 
the number of these are few indeed. 

After all the logic and the legal acumen 
that has been displayed in the discussion 
of this question, I have simply risen, sir, 
to make a few practical remarks upon the 
subject, as they shall present themselves 
to me, as a representative of what I be- 
live to be the ideas of the masses that es- 
ercise the rights of freemen, without be- 
ing interested as party politicians, tricks- 
ters, or any other of the many things 
bearing designations so unseemly as those 
mentioned by various members on this 
floor, the number and the kind of which 
I cannot even re-call, for want of familiar- 
ity with them. 

The last gentleman upon the floor (Mr. 
De France) very well remarked, that he 
wished a system that shall work well as a 
whole, and that-shall be satisfactory to the 



- 

DEBATES OF THE 

majority. I, sir, believe that of seven 
hundred and fifty thousand voters that 
are in the State of Pennsylvania, at least 
five hundred and fifty thousand are ready 
to say that we have a system, a secret bal- 
ot, that is working well, and if in indirid- 

ual instances, as in the caseof the city of 
Philadelphia, it has not done so, 1 believe 
it is upon the princible that no law will, 
where the majority of public sentiment 
is opposed to t,hat law, where it is set at 
defiance by common consent, where there 
is neither sufficient judicial power, nor 
moral power, power of public sentiment, 
to trample these insultsto the right of the 
ballot under foot, and put down this cor- 
ruption even if it is understood that it 
should be done by a popular uprising, 
as instance New .York, or failing that, by 
-amp-post and hemp. 

I am not prepared to my that this ne- 
eessity may not arise in the city of Phila- 
delphia, and indeed one or other of these 
plans would seem to be the only means, 
according to the testimony of the gentle- 
men from Philadelphia, whereby they 
can ever purify their ballot-box. Why, 
sir, some years ago there was inflicted 
upon the masses of this State a registry 
law, by which there was a great deal of 
form and ceremony, and a great deal of 
labor and inconvenience imposed upon 
them. I say “inflicted” because, while I 
admit the propriety and necessity of a 
sound registry system, I cannot loose sight 
of the fact that just as soon as you digest a 
system that shall put the masses to great 
inconvenience and circumlocution, they 
become restive and dissatisfied, because 
in their hearts they know that they come 
up to the polls and vote as honest men. 
They do not like these restrictions. In 
our quiet borough, Pleasantville, the 
citizens-most of them business men, who 
pay scarcely any attention to such matters 
as election frauds, and the legislation re- 
lating thereto-men who had voted for 
twenty or twenty-five years when this 
law went into effect, had not attended to 
getting themselves registered. They 
went to the polls, as had been their cus- 
tom, and, sir, nobody knew the+%--legally ; 
they were not electors of the Common- 
wealth and were not entitled to the exer- 
cise of the elective franchise, and were 
compelled to go and get their “naturalisa- 
tion papers made out,“as they facetiously 
termed it, and their.citizenship, as it were, 
certified to, in order to make them re- 
spectable, and enable them to exercise the 
right of suErage in that country where 

they were born and had lived and voted 
for twenty-five years. We had to put ulj 
with that, and why? Because it was ne- 
cessary, in order to purify the ballot-box 
in Philadelphia and other cities, alld to 
stem corruption there. How n?any more 
of these special devices shall we hare? 
Devices which of themseves are fUacions, 
and in no wise sufficient to accomplish 
the desired and intended result as *‘as 
accomplished by t’he registry law. 

It is not in the power of this body, or of 
the Legislature, to invent a spstenl that 
will obviate this pollution, unless public 
nentinlent itself shall first be aroused to 
its necessity, for the perpetuity of our 
institutions. It is not to be discussed 
that thi6 section, as reportod from the 
oommittce, is an emanation of the “cir- 
cumlocution ofice,“ intended ny :I rountl- 
about way to secure an open ballot, and 
has been so recognized in tbe debates 
upon both sides of the question. 

I apprehend, sir, that the few men who 
it is alleged, control the politics of Phila- 
deIphia will, if you have the open ballot, 
control it more extensively than now, 
and the seven-eighths of the people who, 
it is acknowledged, now take uo interest 
in politics, except as manipulated by the 
other eighth, will continue to be equally 
indif%rent, or else, in the presence of 
those bold, daring and blood-thirsty men 
-men capable of auy crime in the calen- 
dar, according to several of the gontlc- 
men from Philadelphia, the honest peo- 
ple will be fsrced to vote against their 
own convictions if they vote at all. The 
probability is, however, that they will 
stay at home. If the characters of the 
men who control elections in Philadel- 
phia arc fairly stated by the gentlemen of 
this Convention who have referred to 
them, not only will these evils follow the 
exercise of the open ballot, but, in all im- 
portant general elections, like that of the 
last presidential election, these men, in- 
flamed by passion and oxoiternent, and 
stimulated by repeated risits to one or 
more of the thousands of dram-shaps that 
surround them, will make the streets of 
Philadelphia run red with blood, for it is 
the admitted national charactoristio of 
this class of men that all ditlereuces of 
opinion among them are speedily settled 
by the use of the knife and reaoll-er. 

My friend from Philadelphia (Mr. Jno. 
Price Wetherill) asked the other day: 
“,Shall not the laboring men say, ‘u-e 
prefer an open ballot and an honest one, 
to a secret ballot and a dishonest one.’ ” 
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I answer, that at least six hundred thou- 
sand of the voters of Pennsylvania will 
say to the gentleman from Philadelphia, 
(Mr. Jno. Price Wetherill,) “We are re- 
quired to answer no such proposition. 
We vote a secret ballot and an honest one. 
,We deem it a sacred right, and propose to 
retain it as such. ” When these men, who 
perform their duty like honest men, 
come to the polls and are told, “Sirs, 
there are certain restrictions thrown 
around this institution. You are consid- 
ered dishonest until you are proved hon- 
est ; you must do thus, and so ; put down 
your name and your number, and get 
yourself certified to.” Each man’s first 
inquiry will be : IL What politician’s trick 
is this, to ascertain how 1 am going to vote, 
in order to whip me into the ranks, to 
support my party whether I will or no? 
What innovation is this upon my rights 
as a citizen-rights that I have exercised 
for so many years without let or hin- 
drance?” Such, sir, will be the natural 
inquiry ; and when you tell them that all 
this formality is “in order to secure fair 
elections in Philadelphia,” the reasonable 
answer will be : “Let Philadelphia take 
care of herself; why should the whole 
body politic be inconvenienced to this 
extent for the benefit of those who do not 
appreciate the blessings of honest govern- 
ment sufficiently to make any sacrifice to 
maintain them?” In that answer there 
will be only too much truth, according to 
the testimony of the gentleman from 
Philadelphia on this subject, which, I be- 
lieve, is undisputed. 

Look for a moment at the practical ope- 
ration of this newT’idea. In the month of 
February or in the month of November, 
months in which the weather is apt to be 
exceedingly inclement, cold and wet, 
men will be called upon to vote. ‘Think 
of the thousands of laboring men who will 
have either to lose their day’s work or 
who will have, at the close of their day’s 
work, to go a distance of perhaps miles, 
to a school house, to vote ; not a dwelling 
house within sight ; no pen, no ink, noth- 
ing but cotton paper, and poor at that, 
upon which to write, and no means of 
writing. What are these thousands of 
voters going to say to these nseless regu- 
lations? What are they going to do? 
Why, sir, they will be simply disgusted, 
and return to their homes considering 
themselves deprived of the right of the 
elective franchise. 

There certainly are five hundred thou- 
sand voters in Pennsylvania who have 

nothing in oommon with the argument of 
those who advocate this change. These 
gentlemen have discussed the question 
very fully, and have argued as if we had, 
all along, been groping in the dark, in 
gross and utter ignorance upon this mat- 

ter of the secret ballot, and as if they had 
suddenly discovered that we had not un- 
derstood the necessities of the human race 
at all ; that the theory so long cherished 
and the practice so long established, by 
which we have believed ourselves to be 
protected in our civil rights, were mista- 
ken and delusive, and that all men are 
sufficiently honest and truthful and un- 
selfish to vote an open ticket, without 
fear of oppression, malice, revenge or ill- 
will. Why, Mr. Chairman, there is not a 
man on this floor who does not know of 
men-capitalists, manufacturers, railroad 
directors, contractors and others-who, 
when an election day should come on, 
under this “npen” plan, would say to 
Lheir employees, laborers and others: 
“Men, you will find your tickets in the 
office, as you go out, all ready and made 
up for you, where you can sign or the 
clerk duly certify, as is required by law. 
Take your ticket, each of you, and go 
up to the polls and vote it, or -,” 
You know the rest. Are there not men 
who would so dictate? Are no such in- 
fluences to be detected by a careful obser- 
vation ? I have heard it stated that there 
are not; but I cetitainly believe there 
are, and there are few members of this 
Convention who are not cognizant of this 
condition of things in this and other 
States. 

It is my conviction, sir, that instead of 
attempting an experiment of this kind, 
it were far better for us toleave this mat- 
ter where it belongs-to the Legislature. 
I notice that there is now pending in that 
body, on this subject, a bill, presented by 
Senator M’Clure, and I ask, in all candor, 
and without in any manner meaning to 
derogate from the ability or dignity of 
this Convention, whether he has not-if 
in earnest-the capacity, knowledge and 
ability, derived from experience, equal to 
the combined ability of this Convention, 
for the purpose ? 

There is another reason, however, of 
much weight, against the adoption of this 
measure. We are making a new Consti- 
tution for the future government of the 
people of Pennsylvania. We are submit- 
ing to them propositions of reform that 
should address themselves to the judg- 
ment and common sense of the people, 

. 
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and we should not endanger the whole tee, as lvell as every gentleman who has 
fabric of our labor by a clause, to say the advocated the features of the provisions 
very least of it, of questionable propriety. which have been reported by the Com- 

XOW, sir, I do not feel the slighcst hesi- mittee on Suffrage, are really iu earnest 
tancy in saying that that clause will make when they urge tha necessity of purify- 
a difference of fifty thousand votes, upon ing the hallot and the ballot-box. I have no 
the question of the adoption of this Con- doubt of their sinceritynr their honesty 
stitution, if not submitted as a separate of purpose. I claim for myself, and I 
propositlon. trust ft>r thosewho coincide with me, sOme 

I should like to hear the memberR of honesty Of pUrpOSC. But there haS bee11 
the Convention argue fairly this right Of a great deal said about the sanctity ot the 
exercising the elective franchise. It is ballot aucl the purity of the ballot-box. I 
very easy, as Josh Rillings says, for a man am not one of those who worship n-hen 
with eighty thousand dollars and free of perhaps I Ought to worship, but ccrtaiuly 
debt to turu philosopher. It is very easy I am no worshipper of the ballot or the 
for men, situated as some of the members box. I believe it is a prinaiple which has 
upon this floor are, to say that they do been introduced into this and all other 
not care what people &ink when they governments, in order to carry thorn On. 
rote!. I apprehend one gentleman went a It is by the ballot both you and I sl~?ak 
little too far when he said, in his zeal to thescntimontswhich pervade our breasts. 
carry Out his idea, that he first learned at Our combined sentiments is the will and 
his mother’s knee to do nothing which the power Of this govermneut, and ttial 
he would be “ashamed to do publicly and will and that power, thusovidencccl, lnust 
above board,” for there are manv things, 1~2 protected and rendered pure. If it is 
Mr. Chairman, legitimate and &hteous necessary to adopt the measure reported 
in themselves, which ar0 not clesignod by tho Committee on Suffmge, to atom- 
for the public eye. Besides, I doubt very plish this result, and it can be done in no 
much whether then and there th0 ques- other way, I am ready to vote for this 
tion Of voting was discussed at all. In- measure ; but I must confess that I think 
deed, I believe the idea is of so recent a the gentlomen upon that committee are 
date that it can be traced no farthor back mistaken. Mr. Chairman, when this tlis- 
than the report Of the Committee on Elec- cussion commenced, the delegate from 
tions and Suffmge. this city (Mr. Woodward) oliser\-cd 

I have endeavored to confine myself, that he was in favor Of viva tic@ voting, 
sir, to a few remarks upon the practical and it has becn reiterated ngninandngain 
application Of this subject. I trust if the in this Hall from that time until to-clay. 
Convention decides to make’a change, that The gentleman from Philadelphia boast- 
it will be done with careful deliberation, ed that he was ready at any time to stancl 
and that such a change will be made as up and let the world know how he wax 
&l be acceptable to the mass of our gOingtOvote* 
people, or that the whole subject will be I know the integrity and firmneps of 
left in such a way that the Legislature the gentleman ; but I know that I am as 
can control it. Change is not always re- firm and as unyielding as he possibly can 
form. be. I cam not who knows how I \-etc. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. President: Although In the locality in which I live, my 7-&e, 
I am sensible that the temper and pa- even before the election, is aiways knon-n ; 
tlence of the committee is about exhaust- and if it was not, I have the nerve to 
ed, yet as it has been decided that this stand up at the polls and to say to any 
debate is to go on I would ask for a gentleman who is desirous Of knon-ing 
few minutes indulgence, whilst I givemy how I intend voting: “This is the \-ate 
views in favor of the amendment ofYercd John N. Walker casts, find what fault 
by the gentleman from Cumberland (Mr. with it you please.” But, 3Ir. Chairu>an, 
Wherry.) I would prefer that the excep- it is not for Judge Woodward, or n1ysclf 
tionable feature which it contains in re- alone, that we are here to frame a Consti- 
lation to the single ticket voting was left tution. The Convention has been a~sOn~- 
out, but if this feature is retained, I shall bled fnr the purpose of fralning an org:ulic 
still unhesitatingly vote for it, and if it law that will be suitable to the interests Of 
is lost I shall most unhesitatingly vote all the pooplc of the State. It has been 
against the section as it came from the assembled for tho purpose of framing an 
Committee On Suffrage. Now, Mr. Chair- instrument thtlt will suit every variety of 
man, I have no doubt that this commit- minds, sentiment or character of firmness 



throughout the length andbreadth of the 
State. Onemanmaydesiretovoteinsecret 
and another may not. One man may be 
timitiand another bold. The bold man can 
show his hand, but the timid man may 
not have the nerve to do it. I think, then, 
that we ought not to agitate, in this Con- 

. t-ention, the question of voting by ballot. 
In 1683, in Delaware county, where Penn 
initiated our government, the ballot was 
first introduced. In 1083 it was continued 
in the charter which was then renewed. 
And in the year 169F it was continued in 
the amended oharter. It was still contin- 
ued in 1701, when the charters were all 
amended. The right to vote by ballot 
was incorporated in* the Constitution of 
1776, and was retained in the Constitu- 
tion framed after the revolution. It was 
continued in 1790, and it was continued 
in 1838. The right to vote was not argued 
by the Legislature when they suggested 
amendments to the Constitution in 1850, 
in 1857, in 1864, or even in 1873. During 
all this time the right of voting by ballot 
has been the order of carrying on this gov- 
ernment, and has it proved a failure? 
The gentleman from Cumberland, (Mr. 
Wherry,) in his argument this morning, 
spoke of Rome, England, France, and 
our glorious Union, and said that the his- 
tory of all these countries have demon- 
strated that the vote by ballot has proved 
a failure. 

other people in the world in prosperity 
and in the accumulation of wealth, and 
the control of our property has been 
guarded and defended as well as in any 
other place. We have grown in riches. 
We have increased in population, and 
our government has, in the main, been 
pure. I know there have been impuri- 
ties to which I might refer, but in Penn- 
sylvania t&j eleCtive franchise, as a gen- 
eral rule, has been correctly exercised. 

I say, and I urge it upon this commit- 
tee, that the failure of the elective fran- 
chise in Philadelphia is not in the ballot,, 
but in those who should and do cast the 
ballot. It is not in the piece of paper it- 
self, but it is in the indifference which is 
manifested by the citizens of Philadel- 
phia. Its failure is owing to the want of 
patriotism, and in the want of interest on 
the part of the citizens of Philadelphia. 
This is the reason why so many frauds are 
committed in the city of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Chairman, since the day the Pil- 
grim Fathers landed upon Plymouth 
rock, down to the present day, the vote 
has been by ballot in those eastern States, 
and I ask the gentleman if the system 
has proved a failure there. Is there any 
portion of the world where justice is ad- 
ministered better than in those New En- 
gland States ? Is there any place in the 
world where democracy is as pure and as 
genuine as it is there? Is there any portion 
of these United States where personal 
and private rights are protected and pre- 
served as well as they are there ? I am not 
a New Englander myself, but I know the 
history of those States. I know when a 
gentleman rises here upon this floor and 
asserts that the vote by ballot has been 
a failure in this country, that he perpe- 
trates a libel upon these New England 
States. It has not proved a failure. It 
has not been a triumph. It has been 
demonstrated to be a perfect success. 
How is it in Pennsylvania? It has been 
urged that the vote by ballot has been a 
failure here. I deny it. From 1682 to 

Do not let gentlemen get up and say 
“the ballot is corrupted, the ballot has 
done all this,” when they have the power 
and means within themselves to correct 
this evil. Why the other day it wits said 
that throughout the city gambling went 
on rampant; that whenever you wished 
you could find a place for entertainment 
of that description. And one man, I do 
not even know his name, stood up and 
said “it shall stop.” Siner and Eaas said 
“it shall not,” and urged upon their 
friends that it should not stop. But that 
one man rose and like Old Hickory said : 
“ By the Eternal ! it shall ! ” And it did 
stop. I do not say that it has been ar- 
rested altogether, but I say that that evil, 
according to the papers, and according to 
general conversation, as I gather it by 
conversation with the citizens here, in 
this Convention and out of it, that evil 
has to a great extent been arrested. There- 
fore I urge that if the honest men of Phil- 
adelphia, and there are honest men here, 
if the intelligent men of Philadelphia, 
and there are intelligent men here, if 
those who value the institutions LW- 

der which they live as they ought to 
be valued, and prize this government as 
it ought to be prized, will take a deeper, 
a more lasting and a more fervent interest 
in the administration of the government, 
this evil oan be arrested. True, they may 
say, for a time, that it will not ; but if our 
friends, such as I have described, will do 
as I said Old Hickory did, “ by the Eter- 
nal ! it shall stop,” stop it will. Then the 

this day, we have gone on, perhaps, as no ballot will be kept pure, the elective fran- 
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chise shall be what it heretofore has been, 
and we will not degrade ourselves, for I 
look upon it as degradation, by inserting 
into our organic law a feature such as this 
coming from the Committee on SuErage, 
Election and Representation. 

Mr. CHAIRNAN : If I could not accom- 
plish that desirein the way that I suggest, 
then I would even vote for this report of 
the committee, but I feel’ confident that 
we can otherwise accomplish it. In not 
one Constitution in this Union is there a 
provision similar to that which is asked 
now by this report to be introduced into 
ours. We have copied kxn Illinois, a 
Constitution that is but a compilation of 
private acts of corporations. We have 
copied from it until our Journals are full 
of extracts, and yet in that State, Mr. 
Chairman, there is no such provision as 
this. This Committee on Suffrage, Ele* 
tion and Representation has guarded 
against all frauds, as they think. They 
have incorporated an oath that I do not 
believe in, but they consider it necessary, 
and on the subject of the right to vote 
they have these words : “All votesshali be 
by hwllot.” That is what is in the Con- 
stitution of Illinois. If gentlemen arc 
going to copy in other respects from that 
Constitution, in the name of honesty, in 
the name of integrity to ourselves, in the 
mame of good constitution, let them incor- 
porate that, and make that the provision 
in ours. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I am not going over 
the arguments that have been used, pro 
and con, in this discussion. I rose sim- 
ply to state some of the reasons why I 
shall not vote for the amendment of the 
gentleman from Fayette, (Mr. Kaine,) 
and why I wish to enter my earnest pro- 
test against incorporating in our Constitu- 
tion a clause or a section such as has come 
from the Committee on Suff’rage, Election 
and Representation. 

Mr. WORRELL. Mr. Chairman: I de- 
sire to say a few words in support of the 
section, as reported by the committee, 
and in opposition to the proposed amend- 
ments. The provision which especially 
commends itself to my approbation is 
that which permits the elector to vote an 
opm ballot. I believe that the people 
would, in a great measure, correct and 
punish frauds upon the ballot-box if the 
proofs of the frauds were presented to 
them at or about the time of the election. 
But the great obstacle in the way of reme- 
dying the evils of which complaint is 

made is the fact that, at present, with the 
secret or folded ballot, we can, except 
in a few cases, do no more than suspect 
the perpetration of fraud in any par- 
ticular district, unless a legal investiga- 
tion shall have determined the commis- 
sion of unlawful acts. And that citizen 
would be temerarious indeed who would 
express the belief that a particular clec- 
tion ofticer had not discharged his duties 
with propriety, for such expression might 
involve him in expensive and annoying 
litigation. Under the present system of 
conducting elections, except in rare in- 
stances, no one can be visited with publir 
censure, no matter how justly merited, 
until, in due form of law, it shall have 
beon adjudicated that he participated in 
the corruption of the ballot-box. Now I. 
am one of those who believe that no on0 
is entirely insensible to popular criticisnr 
and popular reprehension; and it is my 
firm conviction that many au unsuru- 
pulous oticer would resist and overcome 
his inclination to violate the law if he 
knew that, on the day of election, his 
friends and neighbors would posseaaover- 
whelming and conclusive evidences of 
his fraud. And if such evidences existed 
at tAat time, the offenders against the 
purity of the ballot would, in a large 
majority of cases, be prosecuted and pun- 
ished ; such prosecution and punishlnent 
f&iling now, because the evidence is not 
at hand at the time, when the people are 
in the temper for indicting and aonvicting 
the offenders. 

This section, however, affords an oppor- 
tunity of obtaining such evidences at the 
moment the officers announce the result 
of an election. The honest citizens UP 
any district can, under this section, pro- 
tect themselves against fi’autlr~lent counts 
and f&e returns, by voting an open tick- 
ct ztnd having memoranda of their votes 
made by some one selected for the pnr- 
pose ; and these memoranda, properly at- 
tested, would furnish the evidence for 
convicting the offender. 

It has been said that, if this section be 
adopted, legal investigation will deter- 
mine if any, and if any, what frauds have 
been perpetrated; but I approve it, be- 
cause it will invate investigation; for, if 
such memoranda, as I have referred to, 
be made, the ofHcia1 returns will be ex- 
amined and compared to decide and set- 
tle whether such investigation shall be 
had or not; for these memoranda, in any 
division in which they are carefully kept, 
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ought to furnish an absolutely correct 
account of the votes polled in the divi- 
sion. 

Mr. GOWEN. Mr. Chairman : I simply 
desire, for a few moments, to call the at- 
tention of the delegates who do not come 
from the city of Philadelphia to the diffi- 
culty that exists in this city, and I par- 
ticularly desire to say to the delegate from 
Erie (Mr. Walker) that in Philadelphia 
there was found not only one good man, 
as there was in Sodom and Gomorrah, 
but there were several hundreds and 
thousands of good citizens, who united 
themselves together as a reform associa- 
tion, and determined Gery quietly, but 
very thoroughly, that they would try to 
bring about reform and to punish all of- 
fenders. They did not, like old Hickory, 
swear to do this by “the Eternal,” but 
they formed a compact association, and 
employed vigilant omcers for the purpose 
of detecting and punishing fraud. 

They found that a citizen of Philadel- 
phia named Brown had been engaged, 
during the last election, in the pleasant 
pastime of visiting the different polls, 
in this city, and voting at each one by 
a different name. When it had been 
mildly suggested to this gentleman by 
the name of Brown, that it was improper 
for him to vote for Thomas Smith, he 
took the Bible and, with great solemnity, 
swore that he was Thomas Smith, and 
he voted accordingly. When he went to 
the next poll and offered to vote in the 
name of David Jones, the same quiet hut 
earnest objection was made to his course, 
but he again took the Bible in his hand,as 
before, and swore that he was DavidJones, 
and voted in the name of David Jones. 
He continued this during the day, until 
his course was arrested, either then or at 
some future time, by a warrant issued at 
the instigation of this reform association, 
under the direction of the United States 
district attorney, who is an upright and 
honorable officer. The case of this Mr. 
Brown came up before the United States 
district court, and the testimony was so 
overwhelming that the utmost a jury of 
his sympathizing fellow-citizens could do 
for him was to say that he was guilty, 
and to recommend him to the mercy of 
the court. The judge sentenced him, I 
think, to eighteen months’ solitary im- 
prisonment, and a few weeks afterwards 
he was pardoned by the President of the 
United States. It is currently believed 
that the district attorney is to be removed, 
in consequence of his interference with 

the freedom of Mr. Brown, but whether 
the judge of the district court is to be im- 
peached has not yet been determined. 

I therefore say that in Philadelphia we 
have done all we can, and that we are 
powerless. It is not alone Philadelphia 
that is injured by the election frauds in 
this city. The election in Philadelphia 
somstimes controls the election in the 
whole State. It will not do, therefore, 
for gentlemen from districts outside of 
Philadelphia to say that we must take 
care of ourselves, for the only hope the 
citizens of Philadelphia have is from the 
people who live in the other portions of 
the State; and if the people outside of 
Philadelphia are so determined that this 
city shall take care of itself, they will find, 
when it is too late, that Philadelphia has 
not only taken care of itself in this par- 
ticular, but has exercised so tnnch care 
over the elections in the country districts 
that no matter how honestly the latter 
may have been conducted they will be 
set aside by the vote in Philadelphia. 

The evils which exist here affect the 
purity of the ballot-box over the whole 
State, and unless gentlemen who are in 
this Convention from districts outside of 
Philadelphia will do something to help 
us. they will find when it is too late that 
they are powerless to help themselves. 

The question being upon the amend- 
ment to the amendment, as offered by Mr. 
Baer, it was rejected. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. Chairman : I now 
move to amend, by adding to the end as 
follows : 

6LProvided, That in elections for county, 
township and municipal officers the en- 
dorsement of his name upon his ballot 
shall be optional with the elector.” 

I wish to say, in offering this, that I am 
heartily in favor of the clause as it stands 
in the report of the committee. In my 
opinion, however, it does not go far 
enough. While it provides for identify- 
ing the ballot and the voter, it does not 
provide for the security of the ballot-box, 
and it is quite apparent that in protecting 
that you protect the ballot with a most 
material form of protection. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would sug- 
gest that that amendment would come in 
more aptly at the end of the section. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I thought of adding 
it to the section. 

The CHAIRMAN. It will lieover until 
we come to the end of the se&ion. 

Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. Chairman : I ask 
if an amendment is now in order ? 
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The CHAIRXAN. An amendment to that a ticket must be polled so that the 
the amendment is in order. names theroin shall uot be seen. That is 

31r.HnOOMALL. Then, sir, I o&r as an the law, and any election officer in this 
amendlnent, the precise provision of the Commonwealth who should attempt to 
old Constitution : take a ticket in any other manner from 

“All elections shall be by ballot, except a voter could be prosecuted. 
those by persons in a representative capa- The question being upon the amend- 
city, who shall vote viva vote.” ment of Mr. Wherry, it was rejected. 

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. Chairman: Mr. BROO~IALL. Now1 offermy amend- 
I hope the amendment of the gentleman ment : 
from Delaware (Mr. Broomall) will be “All elections shall be by ballet, except 
withdrawn until we have a vote upon the those of persons in a representative ca- 
proposition of the gentleman from Cum- pacitY, who shall vote WiVU woce.” 
berlmld (Mr. Wherry.) The question being upon tho amend- 

Tile CHAIRNAN. If the proposition of mont of Mr. Broomall, it was rejected. 
the gentleman from Delaware (Mr. Mr. ~~ARTHOLO~IEW. I move to amend 
Broomall) be adopted it strikes out the the section, by striking out the word 
other. “ shall,” where it first occurs, aud insert- 

Mr. WHERRY. Mr. Chairman : I rise to ing the word ‘i may.” 
a point of order. The amendment oEered [“NO.” “ NO.“] 
by the gentleman Delaware (Mr. Broom- Mr. IM'ALLI~T~~R. Mr. Chairman : I 
all) is not an amendment at all, but the think it is time now tc introduce the al- 
exact provision of the present Constitu- teration, desired to be made at the sug- 
tiOn, and CaRnOt be ~OvediRalncndIllellt gf&iOn Of the COlIlIllittee, t0 striko Out 
of this section. 6‘ secret!’ and insert “ folded.” 

The ~IL4IRMAx. He can move that as The Cfl~mmm. The gentleman must 
a11 amendment if he pleases. wait until the motion 01’ the geiitlemau 

Mr. BXUOILIALL. Mr. Chairman : If it is from Schuylkill (Nr. Uartholomow) IM 
necessary or desirable to have a vote first Put. 
upon this proposition of the gentleman The question being upon the amend- 
from Cumberland, I withdraw my amend- ment ot Mr. Bartholomew, it was rejected. 
ment to the amendment for the present. h1r. I\~'ALLIsTER. I now move to strike 

Mr. HAY. Mr. Chairman: I. desire to out the word L*secret” and iuscrt “foo?ded ;” 
ask the mover of the amendment, and that the ballot shall be ogen or folded, as 
also of the proposition just withdrawn, the elector sIral1 prefer. 
whether such a construction has not been At tho suggestion of a number of Mends 
given by the courts of the Commonwealth of the measure I withdraw this amend- 
in regard to the ballot, as to Prevent the meut, aud leave the words as they are. 
Legislature from saying that the bLtllot Mr. UuN~mti. Then I reuew the mo- 
shall bc “open.” Under such a provi- tion. 
sion would uot the Legislature be con- The question being upon the amentl- 
tined to such regulations on the subject of meut 01 I\Lr. Dunning, it was rejeuled. 
\-oting as would, nevertheless, continue Mr. D. N. Wulyfi. 1 oiler the milorviny 
the secret ballot exclusively in force. amendment : 

Mr. WHERRY. Xo, sir. I would an- “All elections by the people slyall be by 
swer the gentleman by stating that it is ballot; the uamasof the,electors shall lye en- 
a disputed question in this Common- tered ou a list and numberad in tile order 
wealth whether a man can vote au open of their votmg ; and each el~LUr’s ballot 
ballot, and yet we know they arc! voted. shall be numbered to correspoud with his 
I know they arc voted in my district. number ou the list. All elections by per- 
All I want is that this matter shall be left sons in a representative cayecity shall be 
to the Legislature to determine how these viva voCe* 
ballots shall be cast. The question being upo* the ainend- 

Mr. HAY. I think, sir, that the funda- merit of Xr. D. X. White, it was rejected. 
mental idea of the ballot, where there is Mr. Hay. 1 propose to amend, by strik- 
no qualification of the expression, is that ing out the following, after the word 
it must be secret. I believe our courts ‘1 voted : ” ‘6 May be open or secret, as thr 
have so decided. elector shall prefer, and they,” so that 

i\lr. SINPSON. Mr. Chairman : I would the section will read : 
say to the gentleman from Cumberland “All elections of the citizens shall be 
(Mr. Wherry) that the law expressed so by ballot. The ballots voted shall be num- 
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bered by the election ofllcers when they 
are received,” &c. 

That amendment is the one of which I 
gave notice this morning. I do not think 
it affects the meaning of the section at all ; 
itsimplycutsoffredundancyofexpression. 
I donot understand that the Committee on 
Suffrage haa any great objection to the 
amendment ; and it strikesme that if this 
amendment is not adopted, the clauses of 
the section will be somewhat inconsistent 
with each other-one clause providing 
that the ballot shall be secret, the other 
that,it shall not. 

The question was then taken on the 
amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Chairman: I move 
to amend, by striking out all after the 
word 6‘received,7’ in the first sentence of 
the section, and inserting the following : 

“Each elector shall write his name upon 
his ballot, but if unable to write he shall 
cause his name to be writ&n thereon and 
attested for him by another elector of the 
district who shall not be an election of& 
cer.” 

Mr. H. G. SMITH. Mr. Chairman: I 
move to amend the amendment, by strik- 
ing out the words “and attested for by 
him.” 

The question being upon the amend- 
ment to the amendment, it was not 
agreed to. 

Mr. LAMBERTON. Mr. President : I 
move to amend the amendment, by strik- 

* ing out the word “elector,” in the conclu- 
ding sentence of the section, and insert 
“citizen.” It seems to me by striking out 
the word ‘Lelector” and inserting “a citi- 
zen” that the voter who is about to vote 
will then be enabled to have the attesta- 
tion of some member of his own family 
who may not be an elector. It may be a 
minor, his wife or his daughter. 

The amendment to the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. ARMSTRCJXG. Mr. Chairman : I 
call for a division on the last vote. I de- 
sire to know if the word “citizen” in- 
cludes children, babies, and’idiots. There 
must be some sort of limit&ion. The 
word has too large a signification for us- 
ing it in this sense, the signature of a 
person might be attested by another 
wholly unable to give evidence in a court 
ofjustice. It seems to me if the word 
citizen is used, it should be used with a 
limitation, as for instance, “a citizen of 
age,” or 64 a citizen competent to te6tify.l’ 
The purpose of the attestation is that it 
should be done by one who will be a 

51 

competent witness to prove the signature 
if it becomes necessary in a court of jus- 
tice. 

The CHAIRNAX. The Chair will with- 
draw his decision of the question and 
leave it open. 

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Mr. Chairman: I 
desire to sar only one word upon this 
question. It was very well considered 
before the committee ; and there were va- 
rions opinions entertained by the mern- 
bers of the committee ; but after full con- 
sideration it seemed to be conceded that 
the word 6‘ elector” was the proper one to 
be inserted. 

Mr. BIDDLE. Mr. Chairman : I am in 
favor of this change of the word ‘6ele.ctor” 
to “citizen.” I can see a great deal of 
good in it and no possible harm. Why 
should not a man’s wife write his name if 
he cannot write it. himself. Why should 
not his 8on if he is himself unable to do 
so. Are we to be told in this Convention 
that a man’s wife and son who are legallp 
competent, are not to testify in a court of 
justice 7 It is really tantamount to saying 
that the name can only be written by an 
elector. I am opposed to any unnecessary 
restriction of the rights of the voter, and 
this certainly seems to me to be an un- 
necessary restriction. I mn in favor of 
preserving, 90 far as I can, the right of an 
elector to cast his vote with as little pub- 
licity as poayible, and I know of’ none bet- 
ter qualified to attest the writing of his 
name so well as the members of his own 
household, and of his own household 
none so well qualified as his wife, if hc 
has one. She certainlv js not disfmn- 
chised from giving testimony in courts of 
justice, and unless some better reason 
than has been given in favor of retaining 
the original wordin the section is given, 1 
shall vote for the amendment. 

Mr. BROOMAI.L. I would suggest to 
the gentleman who offered this amend-. 
ment, that this difficulty can be removed 
by substituting, in the place of the wordy 
“citizen,” the words, “a competent wit- 
ness.” 

Mr. LANBERTOS. Air. Chairman : Tbr 
fourteenth amendment to the Constitu- 
tlon of the United States defines who are 
citizens of the nation and of tbo States. 
It is objected to the use of the word which 
I propose to substitute for the word 
%lector,” that it necessarily includes mi-- 
nors, idiots, and persons who are IEOT~,, 
eompes. NOR, Mr. Chairman, let the m- 
telligence of this Convention for a moment 
think of the inconcenience which will be 
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undergone by an elector who is about to 
make up his ballot at home--the very 
place I wish to reach by thisamendment. 
ihere may be no other elector there that 
be can call to attest his signature ; bnt his 
wife, who will know the candidates he en- 
dorsea, will be there, or an intelligent son 
may be there, who would be acompetent 
witness in a court of justice. It is not 
likely that a husband or a father would go 
outside of his own home to call in a h* 
bitual drunkard, or one who is not a com- 
pet.ent witness, to attest his signature 
placed upon the back of his vote. It is 
because I want to throw around the signa- 
ture itself every protection which has been 
referred to, and it is because I do want 
to have a competent witness to attest the 
signature that I have named the word 
“citizen” instead of “elector.” 

Mr. ARMSTRONG.. Mr. Chairman : This 
Convention is evidently called upon to 
wrestle with a hydra-headed monster, 
and there is not a citizen in the State but 
must be conscious that the main purpose 
for which this Convention ha-, been called 
1s to arrest that tide of fraud which bids 
fair to sweep our institutions into confu- 
sion, if not destruction. We are here to 
arrest the evils that pertain to the system. 
We are not here to provide safeguards for 
honest men, but a mode to prevent dis 
ihonest men from perpetrating fraud with 
‘impunity. Now my friend from Dau- 
l-phin (Xr. Lamberton) refers to the Con- 
sstitution of the United States as defining 
what is a. citizen; but he knows very well 

-that it is not only within the letter of the 
(law, but within the adjudicated cases, that 
a person born is a citizen, and presump- 
tively a native citizen of the land; and he 
knows, further, that the very purpose of 
insisting upon the writing of the name 

‘upon the ballot is not to secure the right 
‘of voting to those who would properly 
vote, but to prevent those from exercising 
it improperly who would desire to cor- 
rupt the entire eleetive franahise. 

Ny friend from Philadelphia (Mr. Bid- 
‘die) suggested that the wife, daughter or 
-sister might be a competent witness. So 
they might be, if they were adults, and 

‘of sound mind ; but we are constructing 
.a section ; we are providing here a safe- 
guard for the elective franchise, and al- 
though such persons, under the term citi- 
zen, would be competent witnesses, it 
by no means excludes the faot that the 
child, just able to write his name, would 
also be within the entire purview of this 
expression. Therefore, a~hild, just learn- 

ing to write his name, whose memory 
would not carry his recollection of thu 
fact, of his signature beyond a year, and 
who would not be admitted in any court 
of justice whatever, as a competect wit- 
ness for any purpose, might have his 
name written upon a vote, and it would 
be an attestation within the full letter of 
this law. 

What I desire is, and I think it is thr 
purpose of the Convention, that such lan- 
guage shall be used as will exclude any 
person who is not a competent witness, 
from giving evidence of the fact that the 
vote which he attested was properly nt- 
tested. Why use this word citizen ? It 
is too large in its meaning. It covers :I 
srnpe which would be utterly useless, and 
would render this section inoperative, 
because it would be the easiest matter for 
those intending to perpetrate a fraud up- 
on the election to write the name and at- 
test it by the name of a citizen not known 
to the district, and not known to the citi- 
zen. 

Mr. IA~MBERTON. \%-ill the g0Iltkm~ll 
permit me to make a suggestion? 

Mr. ARMSTRONG Certainly. 
Mr. LAMBERTON. I will suggest that 

the section, as amended, would read, “by 
another citizen of the district.” 

Mr. S~xsT~oNf3. I will inquire of the 
gentleman if every man’s baby is not :L 
citizen? 

Mr. LAMBERTON. Ko doubt ; but no 
man would call upon a baby who coultl 
not write to attest his signature. 

Mr. ARMSTRONGI. That might or might 
not be. I will ask the gentleman by what 
construction of this law the baby wonltl 
be excluded? 

Mr. LAMBERTON. By none whatever. 
Mr. SRMSTRONQ. That is the answer. 
Mr. BIDDLE. Allow me to make a sues- 

gestion. 
Mr. ARXSTROXG. Certainly. 
Mr. BIDDLE. The language is : %1ust be 

attested.” Does notthat perse,by the forcte 
of the termexuiter?nini,meanaperson com- 
petent to testify. Attestedmeans :Vouchect 
by him or her who attests the witness. 
Does not that cover the whole ground ? 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. It might or miglfi 
not. Suppose a child able to write his 
name, four years of age, were to sign an 8 
witness, could he give evidence ? 

Mr. BIDDLE. Xo, bemuse the laws of 
the land do not allow him to testify. 

M~.LAMBERToN. There is nothing in 
the law of the land to exclude it. 
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Mr. ARMSTRONG. And yet the judge, 
in the exercise of his discretion, would 
not permit it, so that it raises an unneces- 
sary question, and it presents the ques- 
tion to a tribunal that is not competent to 
decide it. I see nothlng to he gained by 
the amendment. This section is well and 
carefully guarded, and properly express- 
ed, when it provides that the person w-ho 
undertakes to attest the vote shalt. be a 
person known to the district, and who 
can, if necessity requires, be called upon 
to give evidence to that vote. 

Mr. BIDDLE. Does the gentleman from 
Dauphin (Mr. Lamberton) object to ad- 
ding the words “competent to testif.y ?” 

Mr. HOWARD. I want to ask for infor- 
mation, whether this is an amendment 
to the section, or an amendment to au 
amendment? 

The CHAIRMAX. An amendment to an 
amendment. 

iMr. GOWEN. Mr. Chairman : I desire 
to present this consideration, which 
strikes me as one very great difficulty in 
the way of accepting the amendment of 
the gentleman from Dauphin (Mr. Lam- 
herton.) Let us suppose that the elector 
has his ballot signed and attested by his 
wife. Suppose, upon operiing the ballot- 
box, there is found in that ballot-box 
some other ballot purporting to be signed 
bv this elector, and he is indicted for the 
&me of voting twice, can his wife be a 
witness fo’r him? Certainly not; she is 
not competent. Therefore, the very citi- 
zen himself, by asking his wife to sign 
his ballot, excludes all witness in his be- 
half. 

Certainly, it seems to me, that nobody 
should attest this, unless it be a person 
who, in all eircumstanceq and in every 
proceeding in court, whether civil or 
criminal, would be a competent witness, 
not only for. the Commonwealth or the 
oMcer voted for, but a competent witness 
to protect the voter himself, which the 
wife is not and cannot be. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Chairman : In dis- 
cu&ng this matter in committee, the 
point which seemed to rule in the mind 
of the committee was this : Suppose, in 
the investigation of a contested election 
(‘aso, a man who had voted had died, and 
his ticket was endorsed by some person, 
how much easier it would be to prove the 
handwriting of that elector, who would 
he known, perhaps, to forty or fifty out of 
two or three hundred, than if some Gti- 
zen had signed it, who was nol known to 
anybody. For that reason the word LieleO 

tar” was taken, because the signature of 
that elector could be proved, as well as 
the name of the man in whom the vote 
had been cast. 

The law now is that if a man goes to vote 
and his right is challenged, he must call 
an elect& to prove his right, not a citi- 
zen ; and we want to keep up the same 
method and the same principle. The 
right of a man to vote must he cl~allenged 
by one of 111s peers. 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. Chairman: I wns 
going to suggest that the way out of thjs 
diticulty would be t.o vote down the 
amendment to the amendment, and then, 
to meet the objection of the other dele- 
gates, strike out the words “ another elcc- 
tar,” and insert “bv a competent wit- 
ness.” That is all “we should nsrk, it 
seems to me. 

The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman 
from Dauphin (Mr. Lamborton) agree to 
that modification ? 

Mr. LAJIBEBTON. Yes, sir. 
Mr. KAINE. Mr. Chairman : If we are 

to have this provision in the Constitu- 
tion let us have it pure and simple ; let 
us have it perfeet ; let us have it as thr 
committee has made it. There can be no 
trouble whatever if we have this thing, 
if an elector shall sign his name upon the 
ballot as a witness. We are proposing to 
purify the ballot-box, and if we do it in 
this way let us confine it to electors, both 
as to the voter and as to the witness. 

The question being taken upon the 
amendment of Mr. Lamberton, as modi- 
fied, to the amendment of Mr. Hanna, to 
strike out “ another elector,” and insert 
“ a competent witness, ” it was not agreed 
to. 

The CH~IEMAN. The question is upon 
the amendment of the gentleman from 
Philadelphia (Mr. Hanna) to the section. 
The Clerk will read the amendment. 

The CLERK read : 
Strike out all after the word “ re- 

ceived,” in the third line,” and insert as 
follows : 6‘ Each elector shall write his 
name upon his ballot, but if unable t,o 
write he shall cause his name to be written 
thereupon and. attested for him by an- 
other elector of the district, who shall uot 
be an election oticer.” 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. BOYD. Mr. Chairman: I oEer a 

substitute for the whole section. 
The CLERK read the substitute, as fol- 

lows : 
Strike out all after the word “section,” 

andinsert: ~‘Allelectionsshallbe by ballot, 
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i (1% :I population of at least fifty thousand I would advocate, if that were the amend 
i nhahit:tuts, the ballotsshall be numbered mcnt before the committee, a vied vwc 
by the election officers when received, vote upon the occasion, when we commit 
and each shall have endorsed upon it the our suffrage to the ballot-box; but, sir, 
name of the elector, written either by the amendment offered by the gentlc- 
hi~ns::lf or by another citizen of the dis- man from Montgomery (Mr. Boyd) tneelfi 
trict, who shall not be an election ofhcer.~ the difficulty which I have seen in the 

Xlr. BOY% XII. Chairman : That propo- section as reported from the committee. 
sition, as the committee wiil observe, will I come, sir, from a rural district. I come 
iearc the country districts as they are. It from a district in n-hich it will bc impos- 
teems t,, iiie to be plain from the debate sible for the electors to comply with the 
r hat wo have had upon this subject from provisions of this section. Our polls arc 
gentleruari representing the rural tlia- open, as the law directs, but the voters 
tricts, that they arc in favor of the present frequently do not assemble until late in 
inode of voting. It is equally clear that the day. They assemble, in country dis- 
there is a remedy called for in the cities ; tricts, far away from writing facilities, 
and it is no iiiore than right that that away from inkstands, away from pens. 
reniedy should be aflbrded, inasmuch as and from lead pencils, and to require the 
it is well known that there are frauds of a electors throughout the country to mrhc 
gigantic character always going forwarrl their names upon their ballots would br 
at elections in the city. simply requiring them to write upon the 

Xow my proposition is, that in all chits wheelsand the seats of their wagons, ant1 
with :I population of fifty thousand and would delay and encumber the process of 
lipwards shall have the ballots numbered election to such an extent as would ma- 
:~nd the tickets sigued by the voter. In a terially affect the result of an election. 
word the provisions of the section shall be Xow, sir, I believe that this measure is 
applied to the cities and leave us in the necessary in our cities. I belicvc it 
country alone. will be wise and beneficent in its results 

I do maint,ain that in the section of the 
State fro3 which I come wo have no such 

them ; but I believe, also, it will meet 

thingas election frauds. Thero may be 
with opposition of a most serious chane- 

a chance illegal vote through a missppre- 
tcr from the same portion of the State if 

hension or oven sornctitues through de- 
it is sought to enforce its provisions them 

sign, but they do not amount to enough 
and, therefore, I desire to say the single 

to chauge the result; and I think that is 
word that I have said in support of this 
amendment of the gentleman from Mont- 

the concurred testimony of overy gcntlc- 
man who has spoken upon this snl-bject, 

gomery, (Mr. Boyd,) that it will mcc’, 
the approval of Philadelphia and the 

save and except, perhaps, the gentleman cities, while it will not meet the objection 
from Washington (Mr. Hazzard.) If that 
is the case, why should the people in the 

of the country districts which the soctioii 

rum1 districts be obliged to undergo this 
reported by the committee will excite. 

3Ir. LILLY. That amendment does not 
kind of inconvenience. go far enough. The Legislatnre has j usb 

If the gentlemen in the cities desire a now several contested election cases be- 
remedy for these frauds, I would respect- fore it, and has always had some, ant1 
fully recommend lhem to vote for my there are always as many from country 
proposition. Then WC will vote together, districts as from city districts, so t.hat 
but if you cannot. accept it we will be ob- 
liged to vote against the so&ion as repor- 

making this apply oniy to cities of fifty 

ted by the comrnitteo. That is about the 
thousand inhabitants weould leave the 

position in which the thing is. 
caorruption still almost untouched. 

Mr. k+iIMPSON. In answer to what has 
Mr. Ross. 3rr. Chairman : I have not be- been said by the gentleman from Mont- 

Ihre oconpied the nttontionof this Conven. gomery (JIr. Boyd) and the gentleman 
tion, and I do not propose nom to t.ako up from Bucks, (Mr. Ross,) I would say that 
very much time; but I desire to say one or there are just asmany frauds perpetrated 
two words in suppert of the amendment outside of the city of Philadelphiaasin it. 
which the gentleman from Montgomery [Several delegates : “Where?“] 
(Mr. Eoyd) has just offered npon thissub- 3fr. SIMPSON. In the country districts. 
cct. Iamamongst thenumberofthoso who In B~nsalom township, in the county t~l‘ 
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Bucks, in 1868, it was proved that twenty- JE. C~RBETT. hlr. (%airman : I am in 
seven votes were taken out ot tho ballot- favor of making this provision general, 
box while the election officers were at and not merely applicable to cities. I am 
tlinner, and twenty-seven others sub&i- opposed to any special provisions of this 
tuted for them. sort, and prefer a provision extending 

Xr. BOYD. Mr. Chairrnau : I have been throughout the whole State. 
charmed with the eloquence of the gen- 1\Zuch as is said about the country, I 
tleman from Philadelphia (3Ir. Simpson) certainly think we can submit to a little 
on this subjec: of frauds at elections, un- inconvenience there. I have lived in :t 
til the thing is b-coming somewhat mea- country district all my life, and I think 
r,ying. we can comply with this provision cn- 

TheCHal~>iax. Ds% the gantleman tirely. I see no reason for making the 
liom Philadelphia (Nr. Simpson) give provision applicable only to cltzes, because 
way ? we do not know where fraud is to be an- 

Mr. 81~PHOS. So, sir ; I do not. ticipated. I shall therefore vote for the 
Mr. BOPD. Oh, you do not. [ r,au@- report of the committee as it stands. 

ter.1 Mr. HANNA. Mr. Chairman : The 
Mr. Srurrsos. I further desire to say, amendment offered by the ‘gentleman 

Mr. Chairman, that there is nothiug in from Montgomery, (Mr. Royd,) is HO en- 
this section that requires pens, or ink, or tirely different from the proposition as 
inkstands, or anything of that kind. It submitted by the oommiltee, that I think 
simply says his name shall be written we ought not be called upon at’ thjs 
upon the ‘tick& I presume he may time-within a few minutesof the hour of 
write with pencil sometimes, as I some- adjournment-to vote upon this questIon. 
times do when I wish to erase one namo We ought to have a little time to reflect. 
from my ticket ant1 insert another. I therefore move that the committee rise, 

I desire to say, in answer to the argu- report progress, and ask leave to sit again. 
ment that, if this is put into the Constitn- The question being upon the motion of 
tion, it will meet with opposition;~ I JIr. Hanna, a division was called, and re- 
would say there is not one single measure stilted : In the affirmative, thirty-seven ; 
of reform that can be adopted by this iu the negative, thirty-six. 
Convention that will not meet with oppo- So the motion was agreed to. 
sitiou somewhere. As was well snitl 
this morning, these frauds are like cool: 

7s C~NVENTKON. 

rupting sores upon the body p:jlitic. !ilr. IIAWBENCE. Mr. President.: ‘The 

You must apply the corrective, not merc- conmiitteo of the whole has had under 

Iy to the place where they llow exist, consideration the report of the Committee 

but you must prcvcnt their spreading on SuErage, Election and Reprcsenta- 

intoothcr localities. ‘I’hcrcfi~c, you want tion, and has instructed mc to report pr~t- 

this provision for the whole Slate, Ilot gress and ask leave to sit again. 

lncrely for cities. A\r: was observed ‘1%~ PREXDENT. The chairman of the 

by the gentleman from Carbon, (Mr: committee of the whole reports that the 

T,illg,) the records now being made al t30nirnittee has had under consideration 

1Iarrisburg will tell in other lo&ition the arlicle from the Committee on SaG 

than cities. Why, sir, ill 1868 frauds frage, I!%ction and Representation, and 

wore proved in Bucks couuty, and iu 18iO has instructed him to report progress, and 

frauds were proved in investigating the ask leave to sit again. Shall the MIX- 

clectiow in the county of Somerset, in mittee hal-e leave? 

the county of Redford, in the rouuty ol [“Aye”--“Aye.“] 
l*‘ulton, iu the county of Adams ancl in The PRESIDENT. At what time ? 
the county of Bucks. So that it is not [“ To-morrow.“] l 

nlerely cities for which this provision The PRESIDEPFT. No other time being 

would be necessary, but the whole Com- named, the committee has leave to sit t.o- 

lnonwealth. The de’;ign is to protect m”rrou-. 
against frauds everywhere by rendering THE EASTEBN PENITBNTIA~l-. 
its detection easy. This section will cer- Mr. CORSOX. Mr. President : There 
tainly lead to the exposure of the fmud being nothing before the Convention, I 
snd tho correction of the evil resulting would like to call the attention of the 
Itorn it, aud I therefore hope there will members to the fact that, on the thir- 
113 110 distinction made as between the teenth instant, a communication was sent, 
cilv and the country L * to this body by the board of managers of 



the Eastern penitontlary, inviting this 
.C:onvention to visit that institutidn. Up- 
on my motion it was accepted, with tlie 
thanks of the Convention, but me over- 
looked the fact that ‘the gentlemen who 
tendered the invitation desired us to fix 
upon a day when me would visit the in- 
stitution, It would be well to fix a day 
ftrr that purpose. I move, therefore, that 
we jia nest Saturcl3y at three o’clock. 

Mr. SIMPsoa. Next Saturday is a legal 
holiday. 

Mr. Jao. R. READ. I move to amend, 
bystrikingout “Saturday,” and inserting 
‘4 Friday.” 

Mr. HOPKINE moved that the Conven- 
tion do now adjourn, whioh was agreed 
to, and the Convention then, at one o’cloclc 
and fifty-seven minutes, adjourned until 
to-morrow morning at ten c’clock 

. 

. 
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Constitution . . . . . . . . . . . . 202 

,.. ,........,.... 91 to annul . . . . . . . . . ..,.. . ..a.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . < 266 
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BLACK, CHAS. A., delegate XXVth Bo~~,JAMES--Conlinued. 
district : remarks by- 

oath of offlce administered to ........... 7 on motion to adjourn for six 
chairman committee of the whole, months. ..................................... 118 

380, 409, 433, 482, 506. on resolution to publish absentees 
report made by, 374,408,430,454, at roll call.. ............................... 286 

476, 502, 520.’ on resofution to remedy defects in 
resolutions submitted by- Convention Hall ....................... 351 

to allow truth to be given in suits on sessions of the Legislature and 
for li be1 ..................................... 144 elections ................................... 412 

to prevent legislation giving extra on female suffrage.. ............... 542, 608 
pay or compensation ................. 144 on form of ballot .......................... 803 

relative to expenses of contested Bradford county,petition from citizens 
elections .................................. 145 of, in favor of prohibition.. ........... 288 

giving the Governor power to grant report of prothonotary of ................ 431 
pardons .................................. 146 petition of Society of Friends rela- 

to prevent bribery at elections ...... 147 tivetoprobibition,exemptionfrom 
incidental remarks by, 361, 628,643, military service, and to abolish the 

647, 658, 724, 738. death penalty .............................. 611 
remarks by- Bribery of public officers, penalty 

on taxing the elector .................... G55 therefor ....................................... 92 
lh,ncrr, JEREXI.~~~ 8., delegate at at elections, providing for ............... 147 

large : memorials on. ................................. 215 
oath of office administered to. ....... 7 referred to Committee on Constitu- 
leaves of absence granted to......182,50 3 tional Sanction ............................. 21i 
iucidental remarks by.. ..... ..165, 171,609 perjury, and fraud to disfranchise 
remarks by- persons convicted of.. ................... 237 

on appointment of Committee on 
Declaration of Rights.. .55, 57 

BRODIIEAD, CHARLES, deJegateVIIth . 
............... 

on report of CorGnittee on Print- 
ing and Binding,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 163 

on oath of office ,......, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 461, 462 
1'. bard of Public Charrties- 

\*olumunication from, relative to 
compulsory education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 274 

ortract from report of, submitted 
and referred to committee......476, 503 

Roardman, D. D., Rev. Henry A., 
prayers by.. . . . . . . . . j 181, 191, 200,211, 231 

Rowen, Rev. William, prayers by... 86 
EOWMAN, CHAS. O., delegate XXXth 

district : 

district : 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . 7 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . . . . 758 
resolutions submitted by- 

on writ of error in capital cases... 432 
relative to adjournment ..,... . . . . . . . . . 734 

incidental remarks by...591, 631, 692,735 
remarks by- 

on tax qualification.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630 
UOYD, JAMES, delegate VIth district : 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . 7 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . . . . 199 
resolutions submitted by- 

relative to amendment to Federal 
Constitution . .._. . . . . . . . . . ,........ . . . . . . 158 

to create new State ofilcers ._,_....... 186 
relative to seat of government at 

Philadelphia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193 
incidental remarks by, 337, 347, 3G3, 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . 7 
leaves of absencegranted to.......254 430 
memorial presented by. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 258 
resolutions submitted by- 

to allow all persons, witliout re- 
gard to nationality, to vote... . . . . 91 

to amend eleventh section of De- 
claration of Rights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131 

tendering thanks to clergy of Har- 
risburg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139 

to provide for any man to practice 
as an attorney . . . . . . ._.... ._.... . . . . . . . . . 145 

to draw seats for absent members.. 151 
to fix time for sessions of Conven- 

tion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151 
to limit the granting of licenses... 1% 
to provide for a uniform system of 

valuation of property.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 206 
to provide for a future Constitu- 

tional Convention . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 235 
in reference to foreign corporations 267 
relative to telegraph companies... 354 
relative to equitable assessments.. 544 
relative to removal of seat of gov- 

ernment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .._.. . . . . . . . . . 479 
relative to printing memorials...... G13 

incidental remarks by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41, 799 
BIGOOMALL, JOXIN M., delegate Vth 

district: 
oath of ofice administered to. . . . . . . . . . 7 

524, 756, 757, R&5. 
memorials presented by.. ... ,197, 523, 689 
petitions presented by.. ...... .544, 589, 637 
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BROOMALL, JOHN M.-Continued. 
resolutions submitted by- 

BUCKALEW, CRAS. R.-Gnlintced. + e 
. 

relative to adjournment . . . . ,. . . . . . . . . . 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479 

63 
to draw for seats 

resolutions submltted by relative to 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 

to secure rights of suErage to all 
meeting of first five committees 

adult citizens, without regard to 
appointed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135 

sex 
incidental remarks by, 111, 117, 137, 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..*........ 89 
to lengthen the term of oflice of 

175, 176, 271, 279, 284, 285, 447, 449, 

Governor . . . . . . 89 
472, 591, 593, 595, 627, 629, 706,713. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to prohibit t.he Legislature from 

remarks by- 

granting special exemption from 
on changing time of general elec- 

taxation . . . 
tions.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

a9 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0. . . . . . . . . . . . 
to extend the terms of members 

on session of the Legislature, 35S, 430 

Ei 
on 

of the Legislature 
tax qualification... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 632 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
relative to residence of electors.,... 

on resolution limiting debate . . . . . . 666 
89 

Governor to appoint judges . . . . . . . . . . 113 
on qualifications of electors . . . . . . . . . . 679 

to hold one session a day . . . . . . 
oh form of ballot . . . . . . . . . . . .%... . . . . . . 731 

. . . . . . . 151 
to exempt from militarv service C. 

. persons having conscientious 
scruples 153 

CA~+IBRIA county, report of prothono- 
. . . . . . . . . .._...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to prohibit paying for military ser- 
tary of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 523 

Cameron county, report of prothono- 
vice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . *....................... 153 

relating to common pleas jurisdic- 
tary of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 523 

CAMPBELL, JoHNH.,delegate atlarge: 
oath of office administered to. . . . . . . 7 

patitious presented by ,........ 479, 589, 611 
report made by . . . . * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . * . . . . . . . . a.. 523 
resolutions submitted by- 

to allow the franchise to foreign- 
born citizens. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90 

to abolish all fees from estates of 
decedent9 L............................... 90 

the offices of aldermen and jus- 
tices of the peace . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . :. 90 

to increase number of members of 
the Legislature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95 

to prohibit railroad or canal com- 
panies holding coal or mining 
lands. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.i 

to establish justices’ coprts. . . . . . . . . . 130 

tion. T . ..*.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 182 
relating to o#iicial qualification.,... 182 
relatilii to trial by jury. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 182 
to provide for appointment of jus- 

tices of the peace . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i95 
relative to contract of marriage 

$nd rights of property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 236 
relative to final vote on report of 

Suffrage Committee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 306 
relative to printing of Debates . . . . 660 
relative to hour of meeting . . . . . . . . . . 686 
relative to limiting debate. . . . . . . . . . . . 783 

incidental remarks by, 172, 297, 309, 
319,361,524,523,531, 534, 590,591, 
692, 617,626,627, 628,643. 644.6~. 

. 683,686, 657, S&(707; 712;713;714; 
.715,782,783,784, 799, 800, 801. 

remarks by- 
on sessions of the Legislature . . . . 388 

on woman suffrage . . . . . . . . .542, 545, 646 
on taxing the elector . . . . . * . . . . . . . . . . . . . 657 
on resolution limiting debate. . . . . . . 666 
relative to fourteenth amendment 

to U. S. Constitution. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 676 
Brown, Cassius M., elected assistant 

Sergeant-at-Arms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 
BROWN, RASSELAS, delegate XXXth 

district : 
oath of office administered to.. . . . . . . . . . 7 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . . . . . 274 

Buck, S. W., nominated for assistant 
clerk. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 

nomination withdrawn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 
BUCKALEW, CHARLES R., delegate 

XVth district : 
appointed, vice Mr. FREEZE re- 

signed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69 
oath of offi& administered to . . . . . . . . . 69 

to eleot judges of common pleas 
bv cumulative voting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145 

relative to rights of married 
women in property.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 146 

railroad franchises . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157 
cumulative voting for corpora- 

tion directors. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 183 
tenancy by courtesy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193 

to constitute boards of arbitration 204 
to pay stated salaries to all officers 220 
to disfranchise all persons con- 

victed of bribery, perjury and 
fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 237 

relative to Reading railroad mo- 
nopo1y. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28s 

incidental remarks by, 525, 591,593, 
599, 613, 628, 629,673. 

remarks by- 
on sessions of the Legislature. . . . . . . 448 
on residence qualification of vo- 

ters., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...534. 705 
On woman suffrage . . . ..a.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 357 
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, GAJIPBELL,JOHN H.--Continued. Centennial celebration, preamble and 
on resolution relative to stocks and resolution relative to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 353 

bonds of railroads ..................... 598 
on taxing electors .......................... 654 

Capital punishment, resolution to 
abolish ......................................... 184 

petitions of society of Friends of 
Chester county to abolish.....348, 523 

memorial from society of Friends 
of Fishing creek to abolish.. ...... 611 

petition from Abington monthly 
meeting of Friends to abolish ...... 637 

Capital cases, writ of error in, resolu- 
tion relative to.. ............................ 432 

Carbon county, report of prothonota- 
rv of ....................................... . .... 685 

CARTER, HXXRY, delegate IXth dis- 
trict : 

oath of offrice administered to.. ...... 7 
memorials presented by ........... 503, 660 
petitions presented by ........... .362, 589 
report made by.. ........................... 50G 

resolutions, submitted by- 
to exempt persons having relig- 

ious scruples from military ser- 
vice ..................... ’ 130 .................... 

to change time of holding State 
election .................................... 131 

to abolish capital punishment ...... 184 
inoidental remarks.. ....................... 298 
remarks by- 

on changing time of holding the 
general election.. ..................... 255 

on changing time of holding mu- 
nicipal elections ....................... 294 

on sessions of the Legislature, 359, 447 
on woman suffrage ....................... 583 
on form of ballot.. ......................... ‘744 

CASSIDY, LEWIS, delegate at large 
from Philadelphia : 

oaths of office administered to.. ....... 7 
report made by.. ........................... 524 
resolutions submitted by- 

relative to commissioners of elec- 
tions and registry law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to provide that all judges shall 
serve for twenty years and be 
ineligible for re-election . . . . . . . . . . . 

to provide for appointment of pro- 
thonotaries and clerks of court, 

councils to have exclusive right 
to raise money and levy taxes... 

relative to arrangement of election 
precincts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to abolish justices of the peace 
and aldermen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

incidental remarks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
remarks by- ’ 

on form of ballot.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

97 

98 

9s 

9s 

195 

195 
190 

773 

exposition, resolution relative to . . . . . 739 
Centre county,’ petition of citizens of, 

in favor of prohibition... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 637 
Charities, Board of Public, communi- 

cation from president of... . . . . . . . . . . 4iG 
portion of report of, referred to com- 

mittee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..,......,...,. 503 
Charters, resolution relative to forfeit- 

ing of corporation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G5S 
Chattel mortgage securities, commu- 

nication relative to _... ,....... . . . . . . . . . . . . 431 
Chester county, petition of citizens of, 

in favor of woman snilrage . . . . . . . . . . . . 264 
memorials of society of Friends of, 

relative to exemption from mili- 
tary service.. ,...., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 348, 478, 523 

memorials of same, in favor of Iro- 
hibition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 348, 477, 523 

memorials of same, to abolish the 
death penalty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 348, 523 

petitions ofcitizensof, in favor ofpro- 
hibition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 544, 637 

Chicago, public library of, resolution 
to furnish Debates to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 265 

,communications from ,,.........._... 389, 611 
Chief Clerk- 

resolutions of Mr. AINEY, relative 
to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a........ 19 

for appointment of pages by . . . . . . . 177 
to pay employees of Hall .,..... . . . . . 280 

report of, relative to employees...... 304 
t,o be referred to Committee on 

Accounts... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 304 
resolution directing to send Debates 

to New England Historical SO- 
ciety . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...> . . . . . . . . 431 

Childs, George TV., copies of Ledger 
Almanac, presented by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 739 

CHURUI~,PEARSON,delOgatB XXIXth 
district : 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . 7 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 124 
resolutions submitted by- 

to abolish the .office of associate 
judge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...*... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90 

relative to register of wills _..... . . . . . 96 
to contract with State Printer...... 277 
leaves of absence of subordinate 

ofiicers.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 363 
incidental remarks by, 225, 22G, 278,453 

Church of God, East Pennsylvania 
Eldership, memorial from, in 
favor of prohibition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 263 

Cities, and City Charters : 
appointment of committee on....... lO9 
report of comnnttee on.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 185 

Cemeteries; to prevent the sale or dis- Cities, councils of, to have exclusive 
posal of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . *..a 61 right to raise money, etc.. ,...... . . 98 
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Cities, &.--Cbnlinued. 
election in, term and duties of may- 

01% of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..A. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144 
councilmen of, resolution to pre- 

scribe oath for . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 185 
elections in, resolution in reference 

to . . . . . . . . . e........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186 
and boroughs, relative to alder- 

men in . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 217 
resolution relative to government of 

incorporated. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 218 
resolution to provide for limiting 

debt of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , ..,....., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 219 
Civil causes at issue, resolution re- 

questing prothonotaries to re- 
port number of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 267 

CLARK, SILAS M., delegate XXIVth 
district : 

COCHRAN, THOS. E-Cmtinued. 
remarks by- 

oath of otllce administered to . . . . . . . . . 7 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . ,..... 274 
resolutions submitted by- ’ 

. to provide for amending Constitu- 
tion every thirty years.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 133 

relative to the judicial power of 
the Commonwealth. ,........ . . . . . . . . . 375 

terms of present Senatdrs . . . . . . . . . . . . 456 
incidental remarks by, 8,50, 433,454, 

^_.. 

on sessions of the Legislature...... 383 
on salary of members of Legisla- 

ture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 498 
on resolutions, relative to stocks 

and bonds of railroads . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 597 
limiting Debates.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 666 

COLLINS, JOHN, delegate XXVth 
district : 
oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . 7 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . 785 

resolutions submitted by- 
acknowledging God in the Consti- 

tution . ...* . . . . . . .; . . . . . . . . . . ..*........... 92 
toprevent denominational control 

of public schools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,.... 131 
to exempt property to value of 

$1,000 from levy or sale for debt, 144 
to fix hours for session ..,... . . . . . . . . . . . 26G 

incidental remarks by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 625, 634 
remarks by- 

OBU. 

remarks by- 
on time for holding municipal elec- 

tions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 246 
on residence qualification . . . . . . . . . . . . 696 
on terms of Senators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 429, 434 

Clintoncounty, report of prothonotary 
of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 431 

COCHRAN, THOR. E;, delegate, XXth 
district : 

oath of ofiice administered to . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
leave of absence granted to, 270, 480, 734 
resolutions submitted by- 

to establish a probate court.. . . . . . . . . . 104 
to establish a superior court . . . . . . . . . 106 
to refer proposed amendments to 

proper committee . ...*. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111 
to print five thousand copies of 

Debates and proceedings . . . . . . . . . . . 139 
relative to railroad stocks . . . . . . : . . . . . 594 

incidental remarks by, 11,44,61,111, 
112, 139, 159, 163, 165, 170, 176, 190, 
196, 203, 232, 233, 236, 251, 266, 350, 
436, 590, 596, 601, 638, 658, 685, 686, 
689, 692, 708, 709, 710, 738. 

remarks by- 
on appointment of standing com- 

mittees . . . . . . ..I............................ 46 
on appointment of Committee on 

Declaration of Rights.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61 
on election of stenographer . . . . . . . . . . . 68 
on reporting and printing . . . . . . . . . . . 71, 84 
on compensation of stenographer, 12G 

on form of ballot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,.... 788 
Colu mbia county, petition of citizens 

of, in favor of prohibition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 637 
Commissioner of insurance, resolu- 

tion to create office of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186 
Commissions, Offices, Oaths of Office 

and Incompatibility of Of&e, ap- 
pointment of committees on ........... 109 

Committees, standing : 
resolution relative to appointment 

of committee to arrange. ............ 19 
. report of committee.. ...................... 43 

resolution relative to meetings of, 
appointed ................................. 109 

to provide for joint sessions of ...... 130 
to form one on State ...................... 177 

one on Federal Relations:. ......... 186 
one on Salaries.. ........................ 544 
one on Examiners.. ................... 691 

Conciliation, courts of, resolutions to 
establish.. ..................................... 205 

Constitutional Sanctions, appointment 
of committee on.. .......................... 110 

Constitution, printing of former, reso- 
lution relative to ........................... 41 

proposed preamble to. ..................... 92 
resolution to provide for amend- 

ment every thirty years.. .......... 133 
prescribe method of voting for 

new .......................................... 215 
called up.. ................................... 336 
postponed .................................... 337 
relative to printing the.. .............. 661 

Contracts, resolution to provide for 
enforcement of. ............................... 237 

Convention, resolution relative to 
rules for government of.. ............. 6 

sessions of ....... . ............................. 34 
resolution to open with prayer.. ...... 34 
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Convention, resolution to print 5,009 
copies of proceedings of.. ............. 139 

to prepare directory of.. ..................... 181 
report on mileage of members of ...... 186 
resolution to supply members with 

five copies of Debates of.. .......... 196 
relative to eligibility of members 

of. ............................................ 201 
to forward copy of Journal of, to 

the New York Constitutional 
Commission .............................. 201 

to forward copy of Journal of, to 
the Governor add Heads of De- 
partments ................................. 202 

to enter names of absent or non- 
voting members.. ...................... 204 

adoption of.. ................................. 206 
to provide for further Constitu- 

tional .............. ....................... 235 
to furnish Debates to courts.. ....... 279 
relative to employees of ............. 288 
to furnish Debates to reporters of 

the press ................................. 322 
to drape windows of Hall of.. ....... 351 
to pay employees of.. ................... 355 
relative to improving acoustics of 

of Hall, 363 ; adopted, 363. 

CORBETT, WILLIAM L., delegate at 
large : 

oath of office administered to.. ......... 7 
incidental remarks by, 246, 326,474, 

593, 625, 715, 737, 738, 805. 

CORSON, GEORGE N., delegate VIth 
district : 

oath of office administered to.. ....... 7 
leaves of absence granted to ...... 205, 348 
petition presented by.. ................... 335 
resolutions submitted by- 

to proceed to election of a steno- 
grapher .................................... 64 

relative to trial by jury.. ............. 91 
to strike the word white from the 

Constitution.. ............................ 131 
relative to qualifications of judges, 185 
to amend Bill of Rights.. ............ 266 
to drape the windows of Hall, 351,638 

incidental remarks by, 308, 351,643, 
687,733, 785, 805. 

remarks by- 
on taxing the elector .................... 656 
on resolution limiting debate ...... 664 

Corporations, resolution to restrict 
further grants to .......................... 95 

to enlarge the rights ofstoekhold- 
ers m ........................................... 133 

relative to franchises of .................... 183 
responsibility of .............................. 194 
to tax property of ........................... 237 
relative to foreign ........................ 267 

Corporations, communication from 
Auditor General relative to rall- 
road.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 258 

communication relative to private... 335 
resolution relative to terms of . . . . . . . . . . 613 
forfeiting charters of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 658 
to contracts of, with the State . . . . . . . . . 658 
to limit mining . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 734 

County, Township and Borough Offi- 
cers, appointment of committee 
on , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1OO 

Counties, Townships and Boroughs, 
appointment of committee on........ 109 

Counties, resolution to limit debt of 
cities and . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 219 

Courts of conciliation, resolution to 
establish *........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 205 

circuit, provision relative to . . . . . . . . . . . 376 
common pleas, provision relative to, 377 
mayors, resolution relative to. . . . . . . . . . 48O 
supreme, jurisdiction relative to...... 375 

Crime, report of Board of Charities, 
relative to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .._... . . . . . . 476, p 

CRAIG, DAVID, delegate XXVIIIth 
district- 

oath of oflloe administered to ..,...... 7 
leave of absence granted to ,............ 594 
petition presented by _........ ,..... . . . . . . 783 
rises to a question of privilege . . . . . . . . . 348 
resolutions submitted by- 

tosnbmit prohibition to the people, 157 
remarks by- 

on sessions of Legislature and 
elections. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 420 

CROKMILLER, JOIXN P., del. XVIIth 
district : 

oath of office administered to.. ,........ 7 
report of committee on mileage of... 187 

CURRY, JAMES W., delegate XXIst 
district : 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . 7 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . 503, 758 
prayers oflered by, 124, 248, 263, 274, 

304, 322, 335, 348, 362, 375, 409, 456, 
477, 566, 589, 611, 637, 660, 711, 734. 

invited by Convention to open ses- 
sions with prayer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 252 

resolution submitted by- 
relative to stationery and printing 

contracts for the State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 249 
CUYLER,THEODORE,~~~~~~~~ at large 

from Philadelphia : 
oath of office administered to........, 7 
resolution submitted by- 

rel. tofraudulentactsofAssembly, 363 
incidental remarks by, 8,12,150, 286, 

374, 378, 460, 514,515, 520, 521. 
remarks by- 

on time for holding municipal 
elections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 296 

on sessions of the Legislature, 437,446 



INDEX. 815 

CUYLER, THEODORE-Continued. DARLIN~TON, WM.-Continued. 
remarks by- remarks by- 

on salaries of members of Legis- 
lature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..,. 499 

CURTIN, ANDREW G., del. at large : 
oath of office administered to. . . . . . . . . . 7 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . . . . 249 
incidental remarks by, 120, 302, 517,644 
remarks bv- 

on form of ballot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . * . . . 741 

D. 

DALLAS, GEO. M., delegateat large: 
oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . , 7 
communication presented by. . . . . . . . . . 63 
report made by. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 252 
resolutions submitted by- 

to appoint committee to confer 
with councils of Philadelphia... 63 

to provide for the better protection 
of the press . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to refer amendments. as to form 
and matter, to Committee on 
Revision and Adjustment . . . . . . . . . 349 

incidental remarks -by, 8, 9,36,44, 
152,189,206,209,266,279, 302, 307, 
310, 349, 351. 

remarks by- 
on contested seat. . . . . ...*..... . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
on changing time of holding gen- 

eral elections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 225 
on fixing time for holding munici- 

pal elections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 259 
DBRLIN~TON, WM., del. Vth district: 

oath of ofice administered to. . . . . . . . . 7 
leavesof absencegranted to, 523,637, 735 
petitions presented by, 264, 348, 378, 

544,611, 685. 
resolutions submitted by- 

to provide for the appointment of 
L a council of pardons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143 
to choose Senators and Repre- 

sentatives by single districts.... 143 
to provide for legislative appor- 

tionment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 194 
relative to vacancy in office of 

State Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 198 
to establish court of conciliation... 205 
to purchase a copy of Pnrdon’s 

Digest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..a.......... 307 
relative to debate uuon adionrn- 

on changing time of holding gen- 
eral elections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 221, 253 

on time of holding mnnicipal 
elections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 243, 253 

on resolution requesting prothon- 
otaries to report number of civil 
cases at issue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 324 

on providing for term of assem- 
blymen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..-..... 339,346 

on sessions of the Legislature...... 355 
on oath of office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 467 
on pay of members of Legislature 475 
on woman suffrage, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,.... . 579 
on tax qualification . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630 
on resolution limiting debate. . . . . . . 663 
on form of ballot . . .:... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 751 

Davis;Mrs. E. M. and others, petition 
from, for suffrage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479 

DAVIS, WILLIAM, delegate at large : 
oath of office administered to . . . . . , . . . . 7 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . 289, ill 
petition presented by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 431 
resolution submitted by, relative to 

adjournment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 436 
incidental remarks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 459 

Dauphin county, report of prothono- 
tary of ,..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5X!J 

Deaf and Dumb asylum, invitation of 
directors of, to visit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 264 

accepted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 264 
Dean, John Haid, communication 

from, relative to Debates of Con- 
vention . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 431 

Debtor, property of, to value of $1,000, 
resolution to exempt from sale..... 91 

Declaration of Rights: 
appointment of committee on . . . . . . . . . 109 
preample referred to committee on, 249 

Delaware county, petition of citizens 
of, for universal suffrage . . . . . . . . . . . . . 544 

memoiial of Society of Friends of, 
relative to exemption from mili- 
tary service . . ..*............................* 589 

memorial from same in fdvor of pro- 
hibition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 589 

memorial from same against the 

ment.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..I . . . . . . . . . 691 
incidental remarks bv. 6. 8. 21. 158. 

159,171, 176, 188, 246; 276, -299,367; 
326,329,347,349.354, 374. 433,434. 
435,452; 470; 502; 513; 515; 519; 520; 
521,579,587,588,612, 613, 824,625, 
707,709,713, 717,737, 739. 

remarks by- 
on resolution to adjourn for six 

weeks . . . . . . . . . . . ..*....*... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 119 

_, 
death penalty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 559 

De France, Powell, resohrtion to em- 
ploy . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..I . . . . . .* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 201 

DE FRANCE, ROBERT M., delegate 
XXVIIIth district: 

oath of office administered to ,........ 7 
petition presented by.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 611, 733 
resolutions submitted by- 

t.0 compel railroad companies to ’ 
- fence their roads . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...* 147 

relative to the sinking fund . . . . . . . . . 182 
relative to private property.. ........ 152 
relative to trial by jury ............... 182 
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DE FRANCE, ROBERT M.-Continued. Edncation- 
resolutions submitted by- communication from Board of Pnb- 

relative to special privileges . . . . . . . . . 183 lio Charities on compulsory . . . . . . . . . 2i4 
relative to damage against rail- resolution granting use of Hall to 

roads . ,..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 198 b?ard of . ...* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 593 
to provide for preferential voting, 198 thanks of board of, to Convention . . . 685 
to district the State into divisions, 204 reselntion relative to State board of, 758 
relative to inviolability of trial by EDWARDS, MATTHEW, del. XXIIId 

Jury............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 220 district : 
third reading of bills in Legis- oath of oface administered to . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

lature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,... 353 leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . . . . 322 
incidental remarks by. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 476, 565 resolutions submitted by- 
remarks by- to create a bureau of industrial la- 

on sessions of the Legislature....,. 418 bor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156 
on oath of office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 469 declaratory of law of libel . . . . . . . . . . 1Fl 
on form of ballot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 792 relative to industrial statistics . . . . . 186 

DI>~&IICK, SAMUEL E., delegate at to amend rule XXV . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 711 
large : Elections, commissioners of, in large 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . 7 
resignation of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 736 

Divorces, not to be granted except for 
adultery ,.................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92 

DODD, SAMUEL C. T., delegate at 
large : 

cities provided for. ..................... 97 
resolution to change time of hold- 

ing State ....................................... 131 
resolution to provide for holding the 

general, in November .................. 143 
resolution to disfranchise all who 

commit fraud at.. ......................... l-15 
resolution to provide for rights of 

majorities in ................................ 155 
resolution rqniring voting at dele- 

gate .... . ...................................... 184 
memorial on frauds at.. ............ .21G, 217 
resolution relative to exempting of- 

ficers of, from jury duty.. ............. 250 
resolution to provide for full and 

equal ............................................ 264 
resolution to punish fraud at, by 

hanging ....................................... 355 
debate on article to change time of 

holding general, 221-229, 253-262, 
290-303, 309-320. 

of Senators ...................................... 432 
of solicitors ...................................... 432 
resolution relative to purity of ........ 480 
report of committee on.. .................. 503 
minorityreport of committee on,504, 505 

Electors, resolution relative to qnali- 
fications of.. ................................ 184 

rights of. .......................................... 206 

ELLIOTT, MORTIMER F., delegate 
XVIth dlstriot : 

oath of ofllce administered to.. ....... 7 
leave of absence granted to.. .......... 124 
report of committee on mileage of ... 187 
resolution snbmitttd by, relative to 

taxes of oorporatlons ................... 237 
remarks on form of ballot.. ............. i20 

ELLIS, JAMES, delegate at large : 
oath of office administered to.. ........ 7 
resolution submitted by, toadopt an 

additional rule.. ........................ 69 
to adjourn .................................... 270 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . 7 
leaves of absence granted to, 152,322,758 
petition presented by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 660 
resolutions submitted by- 

to provide that no retroactive law 
should be enacted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131 

relative to printed reports of Corn 
mittee on Legislation.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 288 

relative to rule XXV . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - 
incidental remarks by....+ 689, 712,713 
remarks by- 

on resolution to appoint Commit- 
tee on Declaration of Rights . . . . . ii5 

to adjourn over inauguration of 
Governor ~.~.~.~.~.~~.~.~.~.~~.~~.~.~~.~.~. 272 

DUNNING, ABRAHAM 'B., gelegate 
XIIIth district : 

oath of oflloe administered to.. i. . . . . . . . 7 
resolutions submitted by- 

to provide for appointment of 
judges of court of common pleas 
by Governor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96 

to fix hours of session ,....... . . . . . . . ..,. . NO 
relative to new counties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 195 
relative to ac+jonrnment ,..... . . . . . . . . . 269 
to provide for judicial districts..... 269 

incidental remarks by ..,...... 179, 784, 800 
remarks by- 

on resolution limiting debate...... 662 

E. 

EDUCATION, article inConstitutionon, 91 
Legislature to make appropriations 

for . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . *....* . . . . . . . . . ..*...... 104 
appointment of committee on ..,...... 109 
re40lntion to provide for compnl- 

sory ..,,.. .,..,.,.. .,...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202, 206 
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ELLIS, JAnEs-Continued. FELL, J. G.--Continued. 
to punish fraud at elections by 

hanging 355 
remarks by- 

. . . . . . . . . . . . ,........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
incidental remarks by, 310, 349, 476, 

on salary of members of the 
Legislature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 482 

519,597. 
remarks by- 

Felony, resolution relative to indict- 
ment and trial for . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 220 

on appointing Committee on De- 
claration of Rights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 

Financial Board of Control, resolution 
to create . . . . . . ,..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132 

filling vacancies in the Legislature, 428 F 
salary of members of the Legisla- 

INNEY, ASHEL C., delegate XVIIIth 
district: 

ture . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,...,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 490 oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . 7 
form of ballot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 759 

Eminent domain, resolution relative S 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 199 

to right of.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 183, 249 
report of committee on mileage of.. 167 

Enrolment tax, resolution relative to 
resolution submitted by requiring 

electors to be able to read and 
payment of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 353 wnte . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . e..... 566 

Error, writ of, resolution relative to, 
in capital 

relative to local female suffrage... 658 
oases . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 432 Fishing Creek, memorial of Friends 

Evans, Clement, elected Doorkeeper 32 of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 611 
EWING, Trios., del. XXIlId district : 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . . 7 
Fletcher, Albert W., nominated for 

c Assistant Clerk 29 
leave of absence granted to. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . *..... 
734 

memorial presented by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 513 
Fog@;, Frederick, memorial of, relative 

to labor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .‘....... 346 
resolutions submitted by- 

relative to reports of standing 
Frauds, election, memorial of Citi- 

committees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92 
zens’ Reform Association, of Phila- 
delphia, relative to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 544 

relative toprintingresolutionsand 
propositions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..,......... 92 

FREEZE, JOHN G., delegate XVth 
district : 

insurance companies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144 oath of ofiice administered to . . . . . . . . . 7 
elections of mayors of cities...... 144 

inquiry into the capital stock of 
resolution relative to departmental 

railroads and canals . . . . . . ,.......,... 219 
expenditures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40, 41 

incidental remarks by, 121, 136, 137, 
resignation of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 

224, 233, 454, 472, 475, 513, 514, 630, 
report of committee relative to pay 

and mileage of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . 187 
658. 

remarks by- 
Freights, resolution to regulate rates 

of. 
on resolution relative to printing.. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 237 
70 

on fixing time of municipal elec- 
Friends’, memorial of sooiety of, on 

rights of consoience . . . . . . . . . .,....... . 304 
tions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..,............ . . . . . . 298 

on pay of members of the Legia- 
relative to sale of intoxicating li- 

611 
lature 

quors . . . . . . . . . . . . 378, 477, 523, 589, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 473 

Executive department- 
military servioe, 348, 378, 478, 523, 

report on expenditures of,called for, 40 
5E9, 611, 637. 

appointment of committee on . . . . . . . . . 109 
capital punishment, 378, 523,589, 641 
female 

Expenses of the Convention, resolu- 
suffrage . . . . . . . . . ,..... . . . . . . . . . . . . 589 

tion relative to . . ..(...............,............ 
480 FULTON, ANDREW M., dol. XXIVth 

district : 
F. 

FAYETTE UOUNTY, report of prothono- 
tary of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 685 

Federal Constitution, resolution rela- 
tive to amondmenta to... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158 

resolutions to provide for amend- 
ments to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 237 

relations, resolution to add com- 
mittee on . . . . . . . . . . . . . I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186, 169 

Fees of public ofilcew to be paid into 
public treasury. . . . . . . . . . . *.* ..I........... * 90 

memorial on system of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 210, 217 
FELL, J. GILLINOHAM, del. at large : 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . 7 
. incidental remarks by . . . . . . . . . ..,..475, 503 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . 7 
petition presented by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 637 

Fulton county, report of prothonotary 
of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . * . . . . 523 

FUNUK, JOSIAFI, del. XIIth district: 
oath of otllce admimstered to. . . . . . . . . 7 
leave of absence granted to, 192, 734 
resolutions submitted by- 

relative to a general law for col- 
leoting taxes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107 

to annul all bank ohartera . . . . . . . . . . . . 108 
to withhold power from Legifda- 

ture to oreate banks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108 
tobanksof issue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 181 
to. debate I.... ,,.. . . . . . . . *...**....*. . . . . *a*.* 593 
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%‘UNCP, JosIAH-&&hued. GOWEN, FRANKLIN B.-Continued. 
incidental remarks by, 75, 126, 449, 590 resolmions submitted by- 

591. to fix hours of session.. ................ 152 
Future amendments, appointment of thanks to A4thenwum of Phila- 

of committee on.. ...................... 110 delphia .................................... iii 

G. 
to prevent courts appointing any 

ofl3cer ....................................... 306 
GAM'BLERS, resolution to prevent, to furnish documents to newspa- 

holding of&e.. ............................. 198 per reporters ........................... 354 

Gazette, Pittsburg, article from, rela- relative to stocks and bonds of 

tive to Pennsylvania railroad railroads .................................. 599 ...... 595 

Geary, John W., Governor of Penn- 
incidental remarks by, 15, 21, 46, 50, 

Sylvania : 
. 52, 75, 179, 308, 337, 346, 350, 354, 

proclamation of 3 
424, 426, 629. 

............................... 
remarks on death of. ................. .635, 636 

remarks by- 

resolutions concerning death of.. 
on election of officers.. .............. 22, 26 

..... 636 
resolution relative to the funeral of, 690 

on reporting and printing, 36,79, 

GIBSON, JonN,delegateXXth district : 
t2, 186, 165. 

on appointment of Committee on * 
oath of of&e administered to 58 ........ 20 Declaration of Rights.. ............. 
resolutions submitted by- on holding municipal elections in 

to abolish oaths in court of justice, 146 spring ................................ 310, 318 
to provide for spring election of on term of members of the Legis- 

judges.. latura ............................... ............................... 345 ...... 277 339, 
relative to adopting new sections . . 322 on sessions of the Legislature and 

incidental rema ks bv elections 405 ” .................... 170 ................................... 
remarks by- on woman suffrage .............. 540, 563 

on appointment of Committee on on tax qualification.. ................... 631 
Declaration of Rjghts.. .............. 60 on residence qualitication .......... 680 

on sessions of the Legislature 439 on form of ...... ballot.. .................. 778, 799 
on suffrage.. ................................ 541 Government, seat of, resolution rela- 
on resident qualification 705 tive to .............. fixing ................................ 479 

GILPIK, JOHN, delegate XXVIIth 
Greene county, report of prothonotary 

district : of ............................................... 75s 

oath of office administered to.. 
Ground rents, irredeemable, resolu- 

....... 7 
leave of absence granted to.. 309 

tion relative to ............................. 266 
.......... 

resolutions submitted by- GUTHRIE, JonN B., delegate XXIIId 

to amendsection seventeen, article district : 

XI, of the Constitution.. 131 oath of office administered to.. ....... .......... 
to furnish members additional resolutions submitted by- 

copies of Debates.. ...................... 267 relative to printing by the State 

Governor of the Commonwealth : 
Printer.. ................................... 70 

resolution relative to extending 
to provide for government of in- 

term of.. 89 
corporated cities. .................... 218 

.................................... 
to appointjudge ( 

incidental remarks by...162, 163, 310, 612 
..................... .89, 113 

to limit pardoning power of.. ....... g0 HALL, JOHN G., delegate XVIIIth 
to fill va&ncies in Legislature.94, 249 
to fill vacancies in State offices..... 94 
to provide for advisory council to, 

in pardons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144 
providing for one term of . . . . . . . . . . . . 157 
relative to salary of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186 
to forward copy of Debates to...... 202 
to adjourn until after the inaugn- 

ration of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 270 

C;OWEN, FRANKLIN B., delegate at 
large : 

oath of office administered to ,........ 7 
leaves of absence granted to . . . . . . 70, 181 
report made by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . 68 

district : 
oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . .._ 7 
leaves of absence granted to...... 205, 711 

Hall of Convention, device to remedy 
the acoustics of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .._...... 758 

Hallowell, H. W., Secretary Board 
of Public Education, presents reso- 

s resolution of thanks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6% 
HANNA, WILLIAW B., delegate IId 

district: 
oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . 7 
communication presented by . . . . . . . . . . 733 
resolutions submitted by- 

relative to Legislation . . . . . . . . . . . . ,...... 96 
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HANNA, WILLIAM B.-Co?atinrced. HAY, MALcoLm-Continued. 
resolutions submitted by- resolutions submitted by- 

to provide for election of Lleu- relative to aldermen in cities and 
tenant Governor&ate Treasurer boroughs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...’ . . . . . . 217 
and Attorney General . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96 incidental remarks bv. 7.30. 49. 125. 

127,134,188, 204, 2%, i52;265; 271; 
279, 281, 283, 320, 332, 353, 380, 
436, 449,450, 452, 453,480,513, 598, 
628, 661, 662, 689, 691, 733, 756, 
800. 

to print rules of the Convention... 124 
to amend rule VII . . . . . . . ?. . . . .._........... 131 
to add a new rule, XL11 . . . . . . . . . . . . 131 

incidental remarks by, 41, 124,454, 
471, 597, 601, 717, 786, 801, 805. 

remarks by- 
on time of holding municipal elec- 

tions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 245 
on resolution relative to stocks and 

bonds of railroads . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 596 

Harding, Wm., resolution to contract 
with, to supply printing paper...... 188 

copy of contract .,..................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 230 
HARLAN, A. D., elected Second As&+ 

tant Clerk . . . . . .._ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 

Harrison, Geo. L., President Board of 
Public Charitiessubmits extmot 
from report . . . .._.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 476 

Harrisburg, resolution inviting clergy 
of, to open sessions with prayer... 34 

resolution tendering thanks to,.,..... 139 
resolution to provide for remaining 

permanent at seat of government, 
107, 195. 

HERVEY, EDWARD, delegate XIth dis- 

remarks by- 
on adjournment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99 
on time of holding municipal elect- 

tions .,.................................. 243, 261 
on sessions of the Legislature. . . . . . . 415 
on special sessions of the Legisla- 

ture. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,...... 450, 451 
on naturalization . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 671 
on form of ballot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 786 

HAZZARD, THOS. I&delegate XXVIth 
district : 

oath of office admimstered to . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
report of committee on mileage of... 187 
resolutions submitted by- 

relative to trial by jury-two- 
thirds finding a verdict . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129 

to provide for the formation of 
new counties . . . . . . . . *..... . . . . . . . . . ,..... 130 

relative to limiting debate. . . . . . . . . . . . 566 
incidental remarks by . . . . . . . . . 712, 763, 779 
remarks bv- 

on sessions of the Legislature. . . . . . . 380 
on salaries of members of the Leg. 501 
on form of ballot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 771, 772 

HEMPHILL, JOSEPH, delegate Vth 
district : 

trict : 
oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . 7 
resolutions submitted by- 

relative to transportationand rates 
of railroads . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...’ 147 

to provide for the eligibility of 
voters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..a..... 147 

to provide for counties of tifty 
thousand inhabitants, to corn- l 

prise separate judicial districts, 148 
to provide for each county to be a 

separate Senatorial district...... 148 

Haskell, E., of Philadelphia, memo- 
rial of, relative to jury system... 348 

HAY, MALCOLF,~, delegate XXIIId 
district : 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . 7 
reports made by..... 124, 139, 186, 280, 691 
amendments offered by . . . . . . 149, 462,453 
petitions presented by . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..660. 758 
resolutions submitted by- 

to fix the hours of session . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 
relative to property taken for pub- 

lic use . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93 
relative to waiving a trial by j my, 93 
to ascertain the amount of pro- 

perty exempt from taxation...... 93 
to request delegates to furnish 

places of residence . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . 129 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . ..,... 523 
resolutions submitted by- 

to provide for a court of pardons... 157 
relative to appointment and ten- 

ure of judges... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .“....... 157 
to provide for one termof Governor 157 
to provide for compensation of 

State oficers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 220 
to form committee on salaries...... 544 

incidental remarks by, 266,473, 481, z 
514, 515, 517, 521, 708, 781. 

HEVERIN, JAMES H., delegate at large 
from Philadelphia : 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . 7 
resolutions submitted by- . 

to combine the courts of Philadel- 
phia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157 

relative to assessments of real es- 
tate.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 185 

relative to competency of wit- 
nesses . . . . . . . . . ..,....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186 

to abolish all usury laws . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
i&dental 

205 
remarks by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78-l 

. 
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HEVERIN,JAMES H.-Continued. 
remarks by- 

on woman suflrage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 620 
on form of ballot.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 791 

High, Spencer, communication on 
qualifications of legislators.. . . . . . . . . . 455 

Historical and Genealogical .society of 
New England, communication 
from,requesting copy of Debates, 431 

resolution to furnish to.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 431, 433 
Historical society of Pennsylvania, in- 

vitation from, to visit rooms of..... 211 
accepted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 212 

Home, Franklin Reformatory, invita- 
tion from directors of . . . . . . . . . . . .._...... 735 

HOPKINS, WM., delegate XXVIth 
district: 

HOWARD, Txxoxls-Continued. 
resolutions submitted by- 

relative to a general law to pre- 
scribe books for schools. . . . . . . . . . 132 

to prevent creati;lg of special com- 
. . 

oath of office administered to.. ,........ 7 
leave of absence granted to. . . . , ,...., 348 
resolutions submitted by- 

to disfranchise persons commit- 
ting election frauds . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,..,.. 148 

to provide that elections shall be 
free and equal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2F4 

* to fix time for adjournment, sine 
die . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 274 

relative to hours of sessions.. . . . . . . . . . 59 
incidental remarks by, 246, 265, 334, 

337, 339, 340, 347, 601, 623, 624, 625, 
626, 627, 647, 661, 668, 68G, 711. 738, 
784, 806. 

remarks by- 
on resolution relative to stocks 

and bonds of railroads... . . . . . . . . . 690 
HORTON, GEORQ~ F., delegate XlVth 

district: 

nusslons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132 
relative to ‘indebtedness of the 

Commonwealth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132 
general laws for taxation . . . . . . . . . . . 132 
tax laws . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . 132 
the allegiance of citizens . . . . . . . . . . . 132 

to prohibit Legislature from in- 
creasing fees and salaries of per- 
sons in office ,..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133 

to limit debts of counties, cities, 
etc . . . . . . . . . . . .._............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 219 

relative to mechanics’ liens. ,........ 289 
enrolmenf tax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 353 
special legislation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 432 
election of solicitors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 432 
election of officers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 637 

incidental remarks by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 347 
remarks by- 

on oath of ofice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 470 
on salaries of members of Legis- 

lature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46 
on resolution relative to stocks 

and bonds of railroads . . . . . . . . . . . 595 
on taxing the electors . . . . . . . . . . . . ,639, 651 
on qualification of electors.. . . . . . . . . . 677 
on form of ballot _............. . . . . . . . . . . . 749 

HuNsIcKER,CHARLES,~@~~S VIth 
district: 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
petitions presented by. . . . . . . . . .._.... 275, 589 
resolutions submitted by- 

to make provision for a common 
school sinking fund . . . . . . . . . . . . ,..... 155 

to provide for the rights of magis- 
trates in elections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155 

relative to aine dieadjournment.... 285 
incidental remarks by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 606 
remarks by- 

on woman suffrage . . . . . . . . . ._....... . . . . . . 571 
House Commit., resolution toform, 177,189 

appomtment of committee on . . . . . . . . . 191 
House of Refuge, invitation ot mana- 

gers to visit.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 264 
acceptance of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 264 

HOWARD, THOMAS, delegate XXIIId 

oathof office administered to ,........ 7 ’ 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . . . . 205 
resolutions submitted by- 

to make an addition to Bill of 
Rights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91 

to amend section two, article IX 
of Constitution __......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107 

to print all proposed amendments 
to Constitution . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137 

rel. to sessions of the Legislature, 183 
condemning private property... 
to method of voting on new Con- 

stitution... . . . ,..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 218 
incidental remarks by, 137, 158, 159, 

218, 2F6, 310, 336, 472, 473, 769, 710, 
715. 

remarks by- 

district : 
oath of office administered to. . . . . . . . . . 7 
petition presented by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 660 
resolutions submitted by- 

relative to appropriation bills of 
Legislature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131 

sinking fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131 
tocreate a tinancial boardofcontrol 132 

on changing time of holding gen- 
eral elections __.,. ,...., . . . . . . ,...., . . . . . . 226 

on sessions of the Legislature and 
electors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 418 

on salaries of members of the Leg. 591 
on taxing the elector.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 657 
on resolution limiting debate . . . . . . . . G64 
on qualification of electors..... 677, 716 

Huntingdon county, report of pro- . . ^ tnonotary of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 635 
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Judges- 
resolution to abolish office of asso- 

I. 

IMBRIE, D. L.. Chief Clerk : 
resolution declaring to be . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
election of.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 
report of, relative to. employees . . . . . 304 

Impeachment and Removal from Of- 
llce,appointment of committee on, 109 

Indrbtedness of the State, resolution 
relative to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132 

resolution relating to municipal..l94,198 
Industrial interests, resolution rela- 

tive to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 432 
Industrial Interests and Labor, ap- 

pointment of committee on . . . . . . . . . . 110 
report of corn. on marital rights...... 263 

Industrial labor, resolution to create a 
bureau of.. . . . . . . . .._.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ., . . . 156 

Industrial statistics, resolution rela- 
tive to . . . . c . . . . . . . . . . ,..... . ..V . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186 

Ineligibility to oftlce, resolution rela- 
tive thereto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..*........ 145 

Indiana county, petition from citizens 
of, for prohibition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Inspector General of iron, resolut,ion 
to create office of . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Instruction, Superintendent of Public, 
resolution to provide forelection of 

Insurance companies, resolution to 
provide for general law for . . . . . . . . . . . 

reso. to create a commissioner of..... 
resolution relative to capital of ,....... 

Intemperance, memorial from yearly 
meeting of Friends, relative to...... 

Interest, legal rate of, resolution to es- 
tablish. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Intoxicating liquors, petitions relative 
to, presented, 201, 217, 248, 263, 
264, 275,288,336,362,409,431,477, 
523,544,589, 611,635,637,685,711. 

Iron, inspector General of, resolution 
to create omce of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

248 

186 

202 

144 
136 
278 

477 

217 

ciate.. ........................................ 96 
to hold omce for twenty years.. .... 98 
to retire on half pay.. ................... 108 
relative to eligibility of.. .............. 129 
to hold of&e during good behavior 129 
to prevent accepting of&e not ju- 

dicial, during term.. .................. 133 
to extend term of Supreme Court, 146 
relative to appointment and tenure 

of ...................................... i.. ..... 157 
common pleas.. ............................. 163 
qualification of.. ........................... 135 
to provide for electionofdistrict .... 198 
t$rm of office of.. ........................... 252 
election of, at spring election.. ...... 277 
to furnish debates to.. ................... 279 
report of committee on, 289; re- 

jected, 289. 
to prevent Legislature from vest- 

ing appointments in.. ............... 306 
relative to salaries of.. .................. 711 

186 

J. 

JORDAN, Hon. P~~~c~s,Sec'yof Com- 
monwealth : 

address before the Convention . . . . . . . . 3 
administers the oath to the President, 7 

to delegates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
resolution of thanks to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 
incidental remarks by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Judges : 
resolution relative to appointment 

by the Governor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89, 113 
relative to increasing number of.. 39 
to prohibit from charging juries 

on the facts in the case . . . . . . . . . . . . . 00 
relative to residence of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96 
to provide for election of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96 

of common pleas appointed by Gov- 
ernor to be confirmed by the Su- 
preme Court, res. relative to . . . . . . . 96 

der a verdict . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92 
resolution to provide that trial by, 

shall remain inviolate . . . . . . 92, 129, 226 
resolution to prohibit judges from 

bharging upon the facts of the 
case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93 

resolution to abolish grand . . . . . . . . . 95, 262 
resolution relative to verdict of, in 

special murder trials . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143 
resolution relative to trial by... 182, 194 
memorial relative to grand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 215 
memorial relative to system of _....... 24.3 

Jurors, resolution to provide that ex- 
pression of opinion shall not dis- 
qualify . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 185 

resolution relative to qualmcation 
of.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 457 

Justices’ courts, resolution to estab- 
lish ..*... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..*.......... 130 

Judicial districts, resolution to divide 
State into . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to provide for each county of fifty 
thousand inhabitants to be a 
separate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

resolution relative to.. . . . . . . . ;. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
0rnert4, resolution relative to ap- 

pointtnent of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
positions,resolution relative to creat- 

mg........................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
system, memorial of members of bar 

inNorthamptoncountyrelative to, 
department, resolution ko provide.... 

Judiciary : 
appointment of committee on . . . . . . . . . 
resolution to print propositions for 

committee on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Juries, resolution to provide that a 

majority of two-thirds shall ren- 

94 

148 
269 

166 

21s 

238 
375 

109 

158 
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Justices of the peace, resolution to LAMBERTON, ROBERT A.-Con2inued. 
. provide for appointment of . . . . . . 195 

abolish ofTice of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
resolutions submitted by- 

196 to lengthen time of residence in 

Ii. 

KAIWE, DANIEL, delegate XXVth dis- 
trict : 

oath of office ahministered to. . . . . . . . . . 7 
ieave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 265 
proposes form of oath for President 

of Convention . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
rises to a question of privilege . . . . . . . . . 200 
resolutions submitted by- 

relative to accounts of members... 128 
to appoint Committee on State..... 197 
to print Constitution . . . . . . . . . . . . 542, 661 

incidental remarks by, 7, 11, 25, 30, 
4.5, 51, 69, 111, 112, 124,136, 138, 152, 
IG7,177, 178,179, 187, 203, 251, 337, 
353, 408, 427, 435, 472, 485, 506, 513, 
616, 518, 5.24, 543, 566, 590, 591, 657, 
F58, 6G1, 686, 710, 737, 772, 803. 

retnarks by- 
on appointment of Qmmittee on 

Declaration of Rights. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 
on reporting and printing.. ........... 77 
on adjournment.. ......................... 102 
on appointment of Committee on 

the State.. ........................... .207, 209 
on term of members of the Legis- 

lature.. ..................................... 342 
on sessions of the Legislature ...... 443 
on oath of office ..................... ..463. 467 
on form of ballot ............. ..724. 765, 768 

Keeling, Rev. Robert J., D. D.: 
prayers by.. ................... . ............. .39, 63 

KNIGHT, EDWARD C., delegate at 
larg$ from Philadelphia : 

oath of of?ice administered to.. ......... 7 
memorials presented by.. .......... ,447, 611 
petition presented by.. .................... 637 
resolutions submitted by- 

relative to street railways ............ 207 
to establish legal rate of interest ... 217 

incidental remarks by.. ............ .430, 613 
remarks by- 

on time of holding municipal elec- 
tions .......................................... 315 

on form of ballot.. ........................ 764 

L. 

LABOR, memorial of Frederick Fogg, 
of Philadelphia, relative to ........... 348 

LAMBPRTON, ROBERT A., delegate at 
large : 

oath of office administered to.. ......... 7 
leave of absence granted to.. ............ 34s 
resolutions submitted by- 

to increase number of justices of 
Supreme Court.. ........................ 89 . 

election district . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to require that no bill shall be- 

come a law without concurrence 
of a majority of memberselected 
to each House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to provide for the election of 
judges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ._ _. 

89 

95 

95 
to provide advisory council to 

Governor on pardons.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144 
to limit municipal indebtedness... 198 
relative to judicial power and 

management . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
incidental remarks by,235,350,801,802,803 
remarks by- 

on form of ballot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 752 
Lancaster co.,tiemorial of society of 

Friends in favor of prohibition..... 348 
tion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..: . . . . . . . . . . . . ..,...... 348 

petitionsof citizensof, in javer of the 
same . . . ,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...362. 589, 661, 

memorials of citizens of, in favor of 
female suffrage :. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...503. Go 

Land-holders’ damages, resolution 
relative to . . . . . . . . . .,...................... . . 249 

LANDIS, AUWJSTUS S., del. X XIst 
district : 

oath of ofilce administered to . . . . . . . . . 7 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . 152,479 
petitions presented by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 264, 660 
report made by . . . . . . . ...’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 739 
resolutions submitted by- 

to purchasePurdon’s Digest . . . . . . . . . 74 
to prohibit members of Legisla- 

ture receiving extra compensa- 
tion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96 

to provide against special laws 
creating corporations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114 

to divide the State into Senatorial 
and Representativedistricts...... 114 

to protect resident shippers . . . . . . . . . 205 
relative to funeral of Ex-Governor 

Geary . . . . . . . ,..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 690 
incidental remarks by, 204, 451, 690, 710 
remarks by- 

on resolution relative to reporting 
and printing.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 

on sessions of the Legislature...... 3GR 
LAW, post facto, or retroactive reso- 

lution, relative to. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131 
Lawrence county, report of prothono- 

taryof .,............,..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 711 
LAWRENCE, GEORGE V., del. at large: 

oath of ofiiee administered to . . . . . . . . . 7 
petitions presented by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 201 
reports made bv, 542, 565, 587, 610 

624, 633,658, 684, 710, 733, 780, 805. 
incidental remarks by, 226,233, 591, 

re1ative to legislation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39 693,601,624,625,626,034,758. 



article reported by majority consid- LieutenantGovernor,resolutiontopro- 
ered ............................................. 327 vide for election of.. ...................... 94 

resolution to create office of.. ........... 186 Legislature, resolution to prohibit 
enacting special laws relative to 
debt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

resolution to authorize Governor to 
fill vacancies in . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to increase number of members 
of.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to prevent members of receiving 
extra compensation ,..... . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to forbid granting extra eompen- 
sation to ofhcers of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to fix salary of members of . . . . . . . . . . . 
to prevent making appropriations 

in private laws . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
requiring Auditor General to pre- 

pare statement of expenses of 
forty days after the adjourn- 
ment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to choose Senators and Represent- 
tlves of, by single districts . . . . . . . . . 

relative to appropriations of mo- 

Life and limb, resolution to provide 

91 for better protection of, by rail- 
roads . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ., . . . . . . 237 

94 LXLLYWLLLIAW, delegate’atlarge: 

95 

96 

108 
133 

134 

134 

143 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . 7 
resolutions submitted by- 

to require the holding certificates 
of naturalization six months be- 
fore election . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96 

to compel each legal voter to ex- 
ercise suffrage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93 

relative to a life tenure for aI 
judges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103 

to provide for county oommlsaion- 
ers from each township and Bor- 
ough . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112 

to define what constitutes a resi- 
dence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145. 

to supply members wieh five copies 
of Debates . . . . . . . . . . ..*.*.................. 196 

to forward copies of Debates to 
Governor andr lTeads of’ Depart- 
ments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202 

relative to printing reports of aom- 
mittees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..,......... 248 

to change position of’ official ie- 
porters in hall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 355 

relativetoexpensesofConvention,. 4SO 
relativeto funds of .the Common- 

wealth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 523. 
relative to printing reports.......523;.524 

INDEX. 823 

LAWRENCE, (fsoms V.-Continued. Legislature- 
remarks by- to prevent from vesting courts 

on resolution toadjourn s&weeks, 115 with power of appointment ....... 366 
on resolution relative to stocks and debate on biennial sessions of, 331 

bonds of railroada ..................... 691) to 334, 449 lo 476, 432 to 501. 

LEAR, GBOROE, delegate ViIth dis- relative to third reading of bills in, 353 

trict : relative to fraudulent acts of.. ....... 363 

oath of of&e administered to ......... 7 Legislative article, debate on, 454,457, 476 

resolutions presented by, relative to Legislation, resolution relative to.: .... 39 

gamblers 197 relative to special.. ..................... ...................................... .90, 432 

amendments to section relative to to prohibit special mnniclpal........... 95 

* qualificationa of Senators ...... 455 453 appointment of committee on ......... 109 

remarks by- Libel, resolution to provide that the 

on sessions of the Legialature and truth be admitted in evidence ...... 92 

eleotiona.. .................................. 402 to nubstitnte for sea. 7, art. IX, in 

on qualifications of Senators.. Constitution ................................. 144 ...... 452 
on pay of members of the Legis- declaratory of law on.. ..................... 161 

lature ....................................... 474 Library oompany of Philadelphia, the 

Ledger almanac, copies of, presented 
use of, tendered the Conv’n.. ........ 63 

to members Library of the Law Assooiation, use ................................. 739 of, tendered ................................. 63 
Legislature, committee on, appoint- 

ment of ......................................... 
lo9 Library, State, resolution relative to 

majority report of.. 
furnishing books from.. ............. 41 

......................... 238 
minority reports from.. ............. 252, 283 Licenses, resolution relatlve to grant- 

printed reports of, to be furnished ingof.. .......................................... 186 

members.. 283 Liens, resolution relative to.. ............. 96 .................................... 

ney w . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143, 734 
to prevent granting extra com- 

pensation to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,,... 156 
relative to biennial sessions of...... 183 
toprovideforapportionmeutof,194,363 
relative to granting rights by, to 

street railways.. . . . . . ..I................ 201 
to limit charitable appropriations 

by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 208 
relative to vacancies in either 

House . . . ..*......*...a...................... 249 
53,Vol. I. 



524 INDEX. 

LILLY, WILLIAX&-Continued. 
incidental remarks by, 12F, 127, 

178, 203, 207, 225, 248,308,310,317, 
353, 428, 433, 454, 483,485,587,588, 
593,612,629,638, 639, 663, 665, 667, 
711, 712, 735, 801. 

Linton, Jno. L., elected Transcribing 
Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

LITTLETON, WILLIAM E., delegate 
IIId district : 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . . 
presents resolution of Philadelphia 

councils . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

M’ALLISTRR, HUGH N.-Continued. 
remarks by- 

on election of stenographer. . . . . . . . . . 67 
on reporting and printing . . . . . ..77. 169 
on adjonrnment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,... 98 
on time of holding municipal elec- 

tions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 240, 309 
32. on sessions of the Legislature....., 368 

on oath of office . . . . . . ,........... . . . . . . . . . 463 
on suffrage article . . . . . . . . . . . . 525, 526, 531 

7 on resolution relative to stocks 
and bonds of railroads. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 598 

10 
communicat,ion presented by . . . . . . . . . . . 252 
resolution presented by- 

relative to centennial celebration, 353 
incidental remarks by, 150,252,275, 

332, 481. 
Local self-government, memorial on.. 214 

referred to Committee on Cities and 
City Charters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 217 

LONG, ZACHARL~H, delegate Xlth 
district: 

oath of office administered to. . . . . . . . . . 7 
leave of absence granted to. . . . . . . . . . . . . 480 

Longwood, Chestercounty, memorial 
of Progressive Friendsof . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 589 

Luzerne county, petition of mothers 
and wives of, for prohibition . . . . . . . . 660 

citizens of, in favo;of prohibition... 685 
Lycoming county, petitions of citizens 

of, in favor of prohibition, 566, 589, 
611, 685, 711. 

M'ALLISTER, HUGH N., delegate at 
large : 

oath of ofiice administered to . . . . . . . . . 7 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . . . . . 336 
petition presented by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 637 
reports made by . . . . . . . . . . . . 177, 503, 693, 739 
resolutions submitted by- 

tendering thanks to Secretary of 
Commonwealth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 

to forbid any officer accepting a 
pass or gratuity from railroad 
companies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91 

to prohibit the sale ofintoxicating 
drinks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91 

that president judges shall not be 
eligible for re-election . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129 

to p&t the propositions referred 
to the Committee on Suffrage... 192 

incidental remarks by, 61, 136,138, 
221, 265, 266, 323, 379, 520, 540, 615, 

on qualification. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 632, 639, F44 
on residence qualification . . . . . . . . 699, 705 
on form of ballot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 786 

M'CAMANT, JOEL B., delegate Xth 
district : 

oath of office administered to. . . . . . . . . . 7 
resolutions submitted by- 

to prohibit the employment of 
children under twelve . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129 

to provide that eight hours shall 
constitute a legal days’ work..... 129 

M’Camant, Thomas, temporary chief 
clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

M’CLEAN, WILLIAN, delegate XXth 
district : 

oath of office administered to. ..,...... 7 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . . . . 482 
incidental remarks by, 225, 350,635, 783 
remarks bv- 

on appointing Committee on De- 
clamtionof Rights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

MACCONNELL, THOMAS, delegate 
XXIIId dist,rict : 

oath of office adtninistered to. . . . . . . . . . 
resolutions submitted by- 

to prevent the sale of cemeteries.. 
to exempt property of married 

women from sale.. . . . . _.......... . . . . . . 
to provide for district courts ,........ 
relative to orphan’s court ._...... . . . . . . 
to abolish register’s courts . . . . . . . . . . 
relative to qualincation of electors, 
relative to article on Declaration 

of Rights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to provide for State Board of Prison 

Inspectors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
incidental remarks by, 121, 206, 34G, 

710, 714. 
remarks by- 

on female suffrage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

59 

7 

91 

94 
94 
94 
94 

184 

202 

‘250 

537 

7 

616, 623, 636, 650, 687, 706, 707, 708, 
723, 783, 800, 801. MV~JLLOCE,JOHN, delegate XXIld 

remarks by- district: 

on election of officers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23, 27 oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . 

on resolution to appoint standing M’Kean county, report of prothono- 
committees. 47 tary of... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 637 . ..*.....................*.... 



INDEX. 52.5 

MYMURRAY, Joan, delegateXXVIIth 
district: 

oath of offioe administered to . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 638 
report made by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...*.......*.. 505 
resolutions submitted by- 

to amend rule VII . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107 
declares who shall be admitted to 

suffrage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..s...... 147 
relative to capital of insurance 

companies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 278 
incidental remarks by ,........ . . . . . . . . . . . . 329 

. remarks by- 
on suffrage article . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 

MACV~AQH, WAYNE, delegate XlIth 
district : 

oath of ollice administered to.. . . . . . . . . . 7 
leave of absence granted to .,............ 503 
communication presented by . . . . . . . . . . . 735 
question of order raised by .,.... . . . . . . . . 143 
reportsmade by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21, 238 
resolutions submitted by- 

to appoint committee to report on 
number and compensation of 
officers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 

to allow standing committees to 
transact business during recess.. 135 

to print texts of proposed amend- 
ments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 236 

requestingprothonotariestoreport 
number of civil cases at issue...... 267 

to provide for printing committee 
reports . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 269 

to direct Sergeant-at-Arms to p’mce 
only reports on file . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 306 

to annul rule VII . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 306 
incidental remarks by, 7,S, 9, 19, 31, 

42, 50, 51, 52, 111, 114, 139, 178, 233, 
236, 268, 269, 271, 306,307, 310, 322, 
325, 326, 338, 427, 431, 433,435, 451, 
452, 453, 515, 516, 517, 518, 519, 520, 
739, 759. 

remarks by- 
on contested seat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
on adjournment to Philadelphia, 12 
on election of officers ..,...... . . .24 to 30 
on reporting and printing 35 to 36, 

80 to 83. 
on resolution to appoint standing 

committees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 to 48 
on resolution to appoint Commit- 

tee on Declaration of Rights...... 60 
on election of stenographer . . . . . . . . . . . 64 
on resolution to adjourn six weeks, 115 
on changing time of holding the 

general election . . . . . . . . . .,............. 227 
on time of holding municipal elec- 

tions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 316 
on article relative to legislative 

power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 327 

MAcVEAUH,WAYNE-C~~~~~U&. . 
remarks by- 

on article providing for term of 
membersof Assembly . . . . . . ..,...... 340 

on sessions of the Legislature and . 
elections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..,............ 422 

on section relative to special ses- 
sionsof the Legislature....449,453, 452 

on oath of office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 457, 462 
onresignationofMr.Dimmick, 736,737 

Major, B. Prank, elected Assistant 
Postmaster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 

Majorities, resolution relative to . . . . . . . . . 613 

MANN, JOHN S., delegate XVIth dis- 
trict : 

oath of of&e administered to.. . . . . . . . . . .7 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 783 
petitions presented by .,... . . . . . . . . . . 248, 589 
rises to a question of order . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 234 
resolutions submitted by- 

to instruct committees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74 
to amend rule XXXVI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to confer on married women cer- 

tain rights on death of husbands, 147 

’ 
relative to election of representa- 

tives .,...................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193 
relative to adjournment ..,......,..... 269 
relative to roll-call of members..... 279 

incidental remarks by, 8,21,112,127, 
189,232,233, 274, 276, 364,395, 521, 
525, 595,596, 625, 661, 680, 715, 738. 

remarks by- 
on appointment of standing com- 

mittees... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ‘..49, 50 
relative to reporting and printing, 86 
on res. to adjourn six weeks...ll& 323 
on time of holding municipal elec- 

tions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 313 
on providing for term of members 

of Assembly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 346 
on sessions of the Legislature and 

elections . . . .I....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 408, 409 
on woman suffrage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .538, 553 
on naturalization ..,....,............ . . . . . . 675 

MANTOR,FRANK, delegate XXIXlb 
district : 

oath of office administered to.. . . . . . . . . . 7 
petition presented by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . GGO 
resolutions submitted by- 

relative to woman suffrage . . ,......., 1C4 
to furnish Debates to newspapers, 206 
to provide for protection of life 

and limb.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 237 
relative to limiting debate ,........... 638 
relative to Convention printing... 784 

incidental remarks by, 202, 203, 299, 
661,663,736,784. 

remarks by- 
on election of officers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 
on election of stenographer.. . . . . . . . . . 65 
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MANTOR, FRAXK-Conthsued. 
remarks by- 

on salary of members of the Leg- 
islature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,........ . . . . . . . . . ,...., 496 

on the suffrage article ,..........,,..,.. 537 
on resolution limiting debate . . . . . . . . 662 
on form of ballot . ...*... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74F 

Marriage contract, resolution to pro- 
vide for annulment of... ,.............. 14i 

Married women, resolution relative 
to property of ,..,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94 

to extend rights of, in property . . . . . . . . 146 
to oonfer certain righta on death of 

husband . . . . . . . . . ..,...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147 
Martin, A. M., stenographic reporter: 

appointed by Secretary of the Com- 
monwealth . . . . . . . . ..,........,.............,. 3 

resolution to pay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 194, G91 
Mason, H. J.; stenographic reporter: 

appointed by Secretary of the Com- 
monwealth *..*.......*....................... 3 

reeolution to pay ,..,...,..,... ,,....... 194, 691 
Memorials of monthly meeting of 

Friends, in favor of prohibition,477,523 
of same, relative to military ser- 

v1m....................................... 478, 523 
of same, relative to capital pun- 

ishment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,...,........ . . . . . . 523 
of citizens of Philadelphia, rela- 

tive to poll-tax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56G 
of progressive Friends of Chester 

county, relative to female suf- 
frage . . . ..,...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 559 

resolution relative to printing of..... 613 
petition of same, relative to female 

suffrage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 783 
Mercer county, petitionsof citizensof, 

relative to prohibition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 611 
report of prothonotary of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 635 

Merchandise, memorial to abolish in- 
spectors of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 264 

Merchants’ Exchange of Philadel-’ 
phia, memorial to abolish inspec- 
tors of merchandise.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 264 

MEREDITH, WILLIAM M.. delegate at 
large : 

elected President of the Convention, 7 
oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . 7 
address in accepting the office of 

President of Convention . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i 
announces standing committees..... 109 
communications presented by, 149, 

176, 200, 211,212, 263,264,274,288, 
305, 306, 335,348,380, 431,455, 47G, 
523, 589, 758, 781. 

incidental remarks by, 7, 75, 87, 152, 
178, 180, 187, 188, 189, 192, 218, 234, 
246, 274, 275, 284, 285, 307, 309, 326. 

remarks by- 
on point of order . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 309 

METZC+ER, JOHN J, delegate XVth 
district : 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
leaves of absence granted to......348, 660 
resolutions submitted by- 

relative to trial by jury . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 194 
fraudulent voting. . . . . . . . . . .._......... 194 

to provide for enforcement of con- 
tracts . . . . . . . . .._.... ,........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 237 

remarks by- 
on woman suffrage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6OG 

Militia, appointment of committee on, 109 
Military service, resolution to exempt 

persons of conscientious scruples 
from . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130 

resolution to exempt ministers and 
priests from . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 288 

memorial of Brandywine monthly 
meeting, relative to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 387 

Military expenses, resolution to pro- 
vide for payment of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145 

Military tax, petition asking exemp- 
tion from . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 637 

Mines of the State, resolution of in- 
quiry into the number of persons 
killed or injured in . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...,. . . . . . . . 95 

MINOR, SAMUEL, delegate XXIXtll 
district : 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . . 7 
petition presented by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33G 
resolution submitted by- 

to limit legislative appropriations, 205 
incidentalremarksby, 325,329,436,449,450 
remarks by- 

on changing time of holding gen- 
eral elections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 228 

on providing for term of members 
of Legislature. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 343, 345 

on election of members of Legis- 
lature . . . . . . . ,................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 370 

on resolution relative to stocks aud 
bonds of railroads . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 598 

Minority reportsof Committee on Suf- 
frage .,...........................,... 504, 506, 583 

representation, resolution against.... 133 
Monroe, Rev. David S., D. D., prayer 

by . . . . . . ,... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 685 
Monroe county, petition of citizens of, 

In favor of prohibition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 431 
MOTT, HENRY S., delegate XIIIth dis- 

trict : 
oath of ofice administered to . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 280 
resolution submitted by- 

to extend term of judges of Su- 
preme Court . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14G 

Mott, Mi.ss Lucretia and others, peti- 
tioninfavoroffemale suffrage...... 479 

Municipal commissions, resolution 
relative to . . . . . . . . . ,....,... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 433 

. 
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Municipal reform association, commu- 
nication from . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 217 

Murphy, D. F., elected ofacial steno- 
graphic reporter . . . . . . ,................. 128 

report of contract entered into with... 139 
duly qualified . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139 

N. 

NEWHN, JAMES W. M., delegate 1st 
district : 

oath of of&e administered to . . . . . . . . . 7 
reports made by, 43, 69, 74, 139, 140, 

161, 188, 229, 230,231, 277,278, 279, 
282, 289, 688. 

resolutions submitted by- 
to contract for supplying printing 

paper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 188 
to provide for impeachment of lo- 

cal OlBcers . . . . . ..*.......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 249 
to establish probate court in Phila- 

delphia.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 267 
to furnish Debates to the several 

courts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 279 
relativetomunicipalcommissions, 432 ’ 

common school fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479 
limitation of offlaea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 503 

committee on, appointed.. ............ 19 
report of committee on.. .................. 21 
election of ....................................... 22 
debate on election of.. .................. .22-31 
qualified.. ....................................... 39 
officer appointed to take charge of 

coat room.. ................................... 74 
resolution relative to appointment 

and compensation of State.. ....... 220 
fixing stated salaries to.. .............. 220 
impeachment of local.. .................. 249 

uftices, resolution relative to incom- 
patibility of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 249 

Olilcial qualification, resolution rela- 

remarks by- 

State board of education . . . . . . . . . . . . 

on resolution from Committee on 

758 
incidental remarks by, 44, 52, 137, 

Printing 

158, 175, 1’76, 233, 289, 347, 379, 380, 

...................... 

450, 486, 521, 688,689, 735, 739,781, 

..140. 

782,785. 

162, 167 
on sessions of the Legislature and 

elections.. ................................. 379 
on oath of oflloe.. .................... .454, 459 
relative to omit report of prayers . . 521 
on form of ballot.. ........................ 771 
on printing the Debates.. ............. 785 

New counties, article on formation of . 155 
New England Historical Sooiety, com- 

munication from.. ........................ 431 
resolution to furnish Debates to ...... 433 

New York Constitutional Commis- 
sion, communicatiou from.. .......... 266 

resolution to forward Journal to ...... 210 
copy of Journal of, presented.. ......... 589 

Newspapers, resolution to forward De- 
bates to.. ...................................... 202 

debate on.. .......................... .202, 203, 264 
reporters of, resolutions to furnish 

documents to .......................... .354, 594 
NILEB, JEROHE B., delegate XVIth 

district : 
oath of office administered to.. ......... 7 
leave of absence granted to.. ............ 124 
petition presented by.. .................... 635 
report of committee on mileage of . . 187 
report made by ................................ 283 

tive to ................. . ........................ 182 
e1igibilit.v. resolution relative to.. .... 183 
duty, resolution to provide for pun- 

ishment of neglect of.. ,........ . . . . . . . . . 201 
Onslow, James, elected Sergeant-at- 

Arms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . . . . 277 

Orphans’ court, to consist of one judge 
learned in the law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94 

,clerk of, to act as register of wills... 94 
P. 

PAQES, resolution to appoint addi- 
tional . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 177. 198 

report of committee on pay of . . . . . . . . . 187 
debate on resolution to pay . . . . . . . . . . . . . 192 

PALMER, GIDEON W.,delegateXIIIth 
district: 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . . 7 
report of committee on mileage of... 187 
resolution submitted by- 

defining oath to be administered 
to civil oftlcem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97 

PALMER, HENRY W., delegate XIIIth 
district : 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . . 7 
leaves of abaenoe granted to . . . . . . . 109, 638 

NILES,JEROME B.-Continued. 
resolutions submitted by- 

offering an article on formation of 
new counties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155 

to equalize taxation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 220 
incidental remarks by. 149. 184.332, 

337, 628, 629, 632, 638;654; 658; 737; 
756. 

= remarks by- 
on residence qualffication . . . . . . . . . . . . 674 

Northampton county, memorial of bar 
of, relative to the judicial system, 288 

0. 
OATHS administered to members of 

Convention.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
of civil oflicers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97 
to abolish in courts of justice . . . . . . . . . 146 
of ofiice, for city’ counailmen, reso- 

lution relative to ..,...,...........*....... 185 
Ofticers. number and compensation of, 
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PALMER,HENRY W.-Continued. PATTERSON,THOS. H. B.-Continued. 
report of committee,on mileage of ... 187 resolutions submitted by- 
resolutions submitted by- acknowledging God in the Consti- 

to prevent judges from charging tution ....................................... 236 
juries upon the facts of the case, 93 relative to an examining commit- 

relative to adjournment.. ............. 613 tee.. ........................................... 691 
incidental remarks by, 457,461, 471, 607 incidental remarks by.. .................... .51<J 
remarks by- PATTON, JOSEPH G., delegate XIVth 

on time of holding municipal elec- district : 
tions ......................................... 259 oath of office administered to.. ........ 7 

on oath of office.. ................... .45J, 459 petition presented by ...................... 28X 

Pardons, resolution tolimit the power resolutions submitted by- 

of Governor to grant.. 90 relative to form of ballot.. ............ 112 ................... 
resolution requesting list of, nega- couuty advertising.. .................. F9O 

tived ............................................ 91 remarks by- 

relative to a court of.. .91, 157 on form of ballot.. ....................... 740 ............... 
to provide for council of.. Peace Society of Pennsylvania, me- ............. 143 
to provide for advisory council to morial from.. .................................. 196 

Governor on.. ............................... 144 Penal confinement, resolution relative 

Governor to have power to grant, to. ................................................ 182 

except in impeachment.. ............. 146 Pennsylvania, residents of, petition 

memorial of Prison reform aaaocia- for suffrage.. ........................... .479, 589 

tion on ..................................... 2F3 residents of, petition for restrictions 

Parker, A. T., elected Transcribing 
on railroads ................................. 660 

Clerk 32 
Convention invited to visit Univer- 

.......................................... sity of.. ......................................... 589 
PARSONS,HENRY C.,delegate XVth railroad, newspaper article rela. to. 595 

district : Penitentiary, Eastern, invitation of 
oath of ofAce administered to.. ......... 7 inspectors of.. ............................... 733 
leaves of absence granted to.......348,75 8 Perry county, petition of citizens rel- 
petitions presented by, 589, 611,685,711 ative to railroad corporations ........ 477 
resolutions submitted by- Philadelphia,petitionrelativetofraud, 

relative to official eligibility.. ....... 183 
female suffrage.. ... .Y.. ..... ..-. ......... 194 
to reports of Supreme Court ...... 194 

incidental remarks by.. ..... ..223, 592, 758 

PATTERSON, D. W., delegate IXth dis- 
trict : 

oath of office administered to.. ....... 7 
rises to a questlon of privilege.. ....... 124 
resolutions submitted by- 

to authorize owners of property 
to voteou raising money by tax- 
ation.. ........................................ 133 

against cumulative voting.. .......... 133 
to exclude persons convicted of 

crime from puffrage.. ................. 133 
relative to corporations.. ............... 613 

incidental remarks by.. ............. .150, 502 
remarks by- 

on adjournment to Philadelphia ... 17 
on appointment of Committee on 

Declaration of Rights ............ .54, 57 
term of members of the Legisla- 

ture .......................................... 341 
form of ballot .............................. 723 

PATTERSON,THOMAS H.B., delegate 
XXIIId district : 

oath of office administered to.. ........ 7 
leaves of absence granted to......270, 756 

from Citizens’ reform association 
of.. ............................................... 544 

memorial from citizens of, relative 
to poll tax.. .................................. 566 

invitation of select and common 
councils to convene in .................. 10 

resolution relative to adjournment 
to.. .............................................. 10 

debate on adjourning to.. ............ .ll, 18 
committee appointed to confer with 

councils of.. ................................. 63 
report of ...................................... .74, 177 
re-consideration of vote on resolution 

to adjourn to.. .............................. 88 
resolution tendering thanks to coun- 

cils of.. ......................................... 151 
inviting clergy of, to open sessions 

with prayer.. ............................... 154 
combining courts of.. ...................... 157 
invitation from Athemeum of, to 

visit ............................................. 176 
resolution relative to seat of govern- 

ment at.. ...................................... 193 
memorial from Municipal reform 

asociation of.. ............................. 212 
Prison reform association of.. ......... 263 
Mercantile Exchange of.. ................ 244 
resolution to furnish Debates to Mer- 

cantile library of.. ......................... 265 
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Philadelphia- 
invitation extended to members to 

visit Mercanhle library of . . . . . . . . . . . . 335 
Pike county, report of prothonotary 

of, presented . . . . . . ,..... . . . . . . ..,... . . . . . . . . 523 
citizens of, petition for female suf- 

frage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,. . . . . . . . . . . . . 635 
Pittsburg, invitation from councils to 

convene in . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 
thanks extended to councils of . . . . . . . . 21 
Debates to be furnished Mechanics’ 

institute of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,......,.. 265 
Debates to be, furnished Mercantile 

library of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 265 
Gazette, article from, relative to 

Pennsylvania railroad... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595 
memo*1 from citizens of, relative 

to female suffrage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 503 
Poll tax, memorial from citizens of 

Philadelphia, relative to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 566 
PORTER, DAKIEL S., del. XXIVth 

district : 
oath of office administered to. . . . . . . . . . 7 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . . . . 250 
resolution submitted by- 

relative to furnishing Debates to 
newspapers................................... 594 

incidental remarks by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 659, 689 
Postage, resolution relative to, on De- 

bates. . . . . . s.............. . . . . . . . . . . ..a.. 594, 667, 785 
Post office, resolution relative to . . . . . . . . 637 
Potter co., report of protbonotary of, 611 
Prayers, resolution relative to omitting 

reporting of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 520 
Preferential voting, resolution to pro- 

vide for . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 198 
Price, Henry B., eleoted postmaster, 37 
Printing, reports of sommittees, reso- 

lutions relative to.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 248, 269 
Debates, resolutions relative to, 587, 

GGO, 784. 
Constitution, resolution relative to.. 660 

and binding, appointment of oom- 
mittee on ..,..............,.............. 110 

report of committee on, 139, 140, 
161,229, 230, 289. 

- debate on resolution relative to, 
162, 176. 

to regulate style of, committee 
on, 24% 

and stationery oontra&s, resolu- 
tion to provide for... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 249 

Prison reform and discipline, resolu- 
lution to provide for . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193 

association, memorial of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 243 
inspectors, resolution to provide for 

State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250 
Prisons, report of Board of Charities 

submitted, relative to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 476, 503 
Private bequests, memorial against 

publication of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 264 

Private Corporations, Foreign and Do- 
mestic, etc.- 

appointment of committee on . . . . . . . . . 109 
resolution reported from . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136 

Probate court, establishment of, rela- 
tive to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104 

of Philadelphia, relative to estab- 
lishment of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 267 

Prohibition, petitions submitted rela- 
tive to, 201,217, 248, 263, 264, 275, 
288, 336, 362, 378, 5G6,635,637,660, 
711,734,758,781,783. 

resolution relative to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 592 
Property, private, resolution relative 

to condemning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 196 
resolution to provide for uniform 

valuation of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,. . . . . . . . . . 206 
public, resolution relative to appro- 

priation of, by corporations. . . . . . . . . . 236 
Prosecution, resolution relative to lim- 

itation of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Prothonotariea and clerks of courta 

5GG 

to be appointed . . . . . . . . . * . . . . * ..,.. . . . . . . . . 183 
resolution requesting report from, 

of number of civil causes at issue 
in their respective courts, 267,268, 
322, 323, 325. 

reports of, received, 431,523,589,611, 
635, 637,685,711,768. 

Public debt, resolution relative to 
funding of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 205 

resolution to prevent exceeding tax- 
ation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..,........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 220 

funds, State Treasurer to publish 
quarterly statement of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 195 

treasurers, resolution relative to 
term of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 198 

and municipal debts and sinking 
funds, appointment of commit- 
tee on . . . . . . . . . ;.. . . . . . . ..*... . . . . . . . . . . . . 109 

PUGHE, LEWIS, delegate XIIIth dis- 
trict : 

oath of office administered to. . . . . . . . . . 7 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103 
resolutions submitted by- 

to establish a bureau of statistics.. 130 
relative to free schools of science, 480 

Purdon’s Digest, resolution to pur- 
chase copies of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74, 307, 308, 657 

PURMAN, ANDREW A., delegate at 
large : 

oath of ofice administered to. . . . . . . . . . 7 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109 
resolution submitted by- 

relative to origin of bills raising 
revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156 

incidental remarks by, 252, 329, 351, 352 
remarks by- 

on ohauging time of holding gen- 
eral election . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 254 
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PURNAN, ANDREW A.-Continued. Quorum of standing committees, r-es- 
remarks by- 

on vesting local legislation in lo- 
cal authorities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,........ 329 

salary of members Legislature, 492 

PURVIANCE, JOHN N., delegate 
XXVIth district : 

oath of office administered to. . . . . . . . . . 7 
leaves of absence granted to......152, 250 
resolutions submitted by- 

relative to special tax on railroad 
and insurance companies.. . . . . . . . . . 107 

for Harrisburg to remain perma- 
nent seat of government . . . . . . . . . . . 107 

all banks to be established under 
a general law . . . . . . . . . ,.,.....,........... 107 

to provide for payment of State 
debt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113 

to fix salary of members of the 
Legislature in the Constitntion.. 133 

General Assembly not to make 
appropriation in any private 
law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134 

Auditor General to prepare state- 
ment of expenses of Assembly 
forty days after adjournment.... 134 

State Treasurer to furnish state- 
ment of interest paid on public 
debt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..,......... . . . . . . 136 

to elect Judges of Supreme Court 
by districts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 197 

relative to eligibility of members, 201 
incidental remarks by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 241 
remarks by- 

on resolution relative to accounts 
and expenditures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 

PURVIANCE, SAXIJEL A., delegate 
XXIIId district : 

oath of of&e administered to . . . . . . . . . . 7 
leaves of absence granted to . . . . . . 109, 734 
memorial presented by. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 593 
resolutions submitted by- 

fixing time for eine &e adjoum- 
ment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 366 

election and term of Senators...... 432 
relative to separate amendments 

on suffrage . . . . . . . . . . . ,....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . 590 
incidental remarks by, 6, 590, 591, 

592,647. 
remarks by- 

on reporting and printing Debates, 
85, 171, 172. 

Q. 
QUESTION of order- 

Mr. MACVEA~H rises to a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143 
Mr. MANN rises to a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 234 

Question of privilege- 
Mr. D. W. PATTERSON risesto a . . . . . . 124 
Mr. KAINE rises to a, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200 
Mr. CRAIG rises to a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 358 

olution to constitute ................. l...... 362 
It. 

RAILROADS, resolution to compel con- 
struction of fence along ............ 147 

relative to transportation and rates 
of.. ..................................... 147, 217 

to obligations of.. ......................... 156 
to franchises of.. ........................... 157 
to property of.. ............................. lS3 
to consolidation of.. ...................... 197 
to privileges of.. ........................... 198 
to damages against.. ..................... 198 

compelling, to provide protection 
for life and limb ........................... 237 

communication from AuditorGene- 
ml relative to .............................. 238 

petition from citizens of Perry coun- 
ty relative to.. .............................. 4i7 

resolution relative to stock and 
bonds of ....................................... 594 

petition from citisens for restrictions 
against.. ....................................... 660 

and canals- 
appointment of committees on ..... 109 
article proposed, relative to.. ....... 153 
to prevent leasing coal or mining 

lands to.. ........................... ;. ..... 9.5 
to prevent making unjust dis- 

crimination .............................. 96 
resolution to inquire into capital 

stock of.. .................................. 219 
and coal companiea- 

resolutioninquiringintocorporate 
powers of.. ................................. 63 

READ, JOHN R., delegate IId dis- 
trict : 

oath of otlioe administered to.. ....... 7 
resolutions submitted by- 

to prevent the Legislature grant- 
ing extra compenastion.. .......... 108 

relative to railroad privileges ...... 198 
tenure of public treasurers ........... 198 
amendment to Federal Constitu- 

tion .......................................... 237 
incidental remarks by, 149, 265,342, 

345, 408, 593, 624, 713, 736, 806. 
remarks by- 

on adjournment to Philadelphia, 1G 
on adjournment.. ......................... 103 
on form of ballot.. ........................ 750 

Reading railroad, resolution relative 
to ................................................... 2.98 

Real estate, resolution relative to as- 
sessment of .................................... l&5 

REED,ANDREW, delegate XXIId dis- 
trict : 

oath of ofbce administered to ......... 7 
resolution submitted by, relative to 

legislation.. .................................. 97 
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REED, ANDREW-Contiltued. 
incidental remarks by.. ...... .295, 290, 565 
remarks by, on fixing time f&r hold- 

ing municipal elections.. ..... ,293, 298 
salary of members of Leg@lature, 496 
sessions of the Legislature and 

elections ................................... 398 
Registers’ oourts, abolishing.. ............ 94 

of wills, abolishing ofnce of.. .. .94, 96, 160 
Religious and CharitableCorporations 

andSocieties- 
appointment of committee on.. ...... 169 

Reporter, olBci@l, compensation of ..... 125 
proviso in regard to ........................ 127 
election of.. ..................................... 128 
to change position of, in hall ........... 355 
to Supreme Court, resolution rela- 

ative to appointment of.. ............. 194 
Reporters of the press, resolution to 

furnish Debates to.. ......................... 322 
Reporting and printing Debates, re- 

port of committee on.. ... .35, 44,74, 124 
Representatives, resolution to extend 

term of.. ....................................... 89 
to increase number of.. ................... 146 
relative to election of.. ..................... 193 
to qualilioation of.. ......................... 453 

Residence of electors, resolution rela- 
tive to.. ........................................ 89 

resolution to define what consti- 
tutes .. ..*.*..... ................................. 145 

Resignation of Daniel L. Rhone.. ....... 38 
John G. Freeze.. ........................... 62 

Resignations, resolution relative to 
non-aoceptance of.. ....................... 74 

Resolutions- 
prescribing oath to the President 

and members.. ............................ 7 
rules of Convention of 1837 be adop- 

ted ............................................... 8 
accepting invitation to meet in Phil- 

adelphia ..................... 10, 13, 15, 16, 21 
appoint committee to report num- 

ber and compensation of of% 
ems.. ............................................ 19 

declaring Mr. Temple entitled to a 
seat ............................................. 20 

tendering thanks to Seoretary of 
Commonweallh .......................... 22 

appointing committee to report 0m- 

cers ;..........! ................................. 22 

to proceed to election of officers ...... 26 
declaring certain persons ofilcers ..... 30 
appointing committee on rules &c., 32 
inviting clergy of Harris;urg to 

open sessions with prayer.. .......... 34 
relative to reporting and publishing, 35 
appointing Caleb E. Wright a mem- 

ber.. ............................................. S9 
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Resolutions- 
requesting Auditor General to fur- 

nish statement of expenses of 
Convention of X337-8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

John A. Smull, resident Clerk 
House of Representatives, to aid 
the omcers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Secretary of Commonwealth to 
furnish expenditures of Depart- 
ments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

requesting State Librarian to fur- 
nish books to members. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to print Constituti&sof 1776, 1790 
and 1838 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

requesting Auditor General to fur- 
nish members copies of his re- 
port . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..*............... 

members to select seats by draw- 
ing............................................ 

Secretary of Commonwealth to 
furnish list of acts granting cor- 
porate powers to railroad and 
other companies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to appoint committee to confer with 
councils of Philadelphia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to proceed to election of stenoizra- 
pher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to adopt rules reported by commit- 
tee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to adopt Jefferson’s Manual . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to print one thousandcopiesof rules, 
for State Printer to execute the 

printing for Convention . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to examine all accounti of expenses 

40 

40 

40 

41 

41 

42 

63 

63 

63 
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69 
69 
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70 

monthly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .72, 73 
committees to meet in Harrisburg 

onoe a week . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
directing Assistant Door-geeper to 

take aharge of coat-room . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
requesting Secretary of Common- 

wealth to furnish six copies Pur- 
don’s Digest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

requiring committees to adhere to 
text of present Constitution...... 

to print five hundred copi& of 
rules . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to accept resignation of members, 
relative to appointment and com- 

pensation of stenographer . . . . . . ,..... 
to appoint temporary stenographer, 
authorizing Committee on Printing 

to receive proposals foi report- 

72 

74 

74 

74 

71 
74 

75 
81 

ing, etc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81, 84, 86 
secretary to furnish statiouery...... 87 

relative to the public printing . . . . . . . . . 88 
to fix hours of sessions, 88,160,161, 

266,267,307,378,594,6&x 
to secure right of suffrage.: . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89 
to extend term of Governor tg four 

years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..*...................*. 89 
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Resolutiona- Resolution.%- 
to prohibit special exemptions from 

taxation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..*........ 
to extend term of Representatives 

and Senators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to reqmre electors to reside ninety 

days in district before voting.... . 
authorizing Governor to appoint all 

judges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to increase number of judges of 

Supreme Court . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
relative to legislation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to lengthen a time of residence in 

an election district . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
requesting Auditor General to fur- 

nish information . . . . . . . . . . . ,........ . . . . . . 
preventing Legislature passing local 

or special laws . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to refer present Constitution to sev- 

eral committees . . . . . . . . . . ..*.............. 
to prohibit appropriatiops to secta- 

rian institutions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to define the term of members of 

Legislature.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to give foreign born residents the 

privilege of State citizens . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to abolish all fees collected from es- 

tates of decedents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
the offices of alderman land jus- 

tice of the peace . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to limit the pardoning power of the 

Governor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to provide for salaries to all public 

ofilcers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
requesting Secretary of Commou- 

wealth to furnish list of all par- 
dons since 1838 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to establish a court of pardons . . . . . . . . 
to forbid public oiTlcers accepting a 

passor gratuity from railroad com- 
primes . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to prohibit sales of intoxicating li- 
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89 
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89 

90 

90 

90 

90 

90 

90 

90 

90 

90 

91 
91 

91 

quors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Yl, 113, 146, 148 
requesting certain information of 

Suditor General . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91 
to amend the Bill of Rights . . . . . . . . . . . . 91 
to allow all persons without regard 

to nationality to vote . . . . . . . . . . . . .._..... 91 
that trial by jury shall remain in- 

violate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..*........... 91 
to prohibit special laws extending 

time of contract debts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91 
to prevent the sale or disposal of 

cemeteries... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91 
to provide for an article on educa- 

tion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..*........ 91 
acknowledging Godin the Conatitu- 

tion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92, 236 
to authorize juries to render a ver- 

dict by a majority of two-thirds... 92 

relative to bribery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
trials for libel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to prohi bit divorces, except for adul- 
tery.. ,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

relative to costs on bills ignored or 
on acquittal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,.... . . . . . . 

trial by jury remaining inviolate, 
to exempt ~1999 from sale for debt, 

92, 144. 
to print all resolutions and proposi- 

tions.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to provide for reporting proposed 

amendments in committee of the 
whole. _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to require holding naturalization cer- 
tificates six months . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to compel each legal voter to exer- 
cise suffrage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

relative to taking private property 
for public use.. ,............................ 

to waive a trial by jury . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to ascertain property now exempt 

from taxation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to forbid judges charging juries 

upon the facts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to enable the Governor to 611 va- 

cancies in Legislature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to provide for the election of Lieu- 

tenant Governor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to empower Governor to fill all va- 

cancies in State offices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to refer all resolutions to standing 

committees ,........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
relative to property of married wo- 

men................................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to divide the State into judicial 

districts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .._.... . . . . . . . . . 
relative to the orphans’ court . . . . . . . . . . 
to abolish the register’s court . . . . . . . . . . . 
to prevent special legislation in 

municipal affairs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
restricting further grants to corpora- 

tions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to increase number of members of 

Assembly.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to prohibit railroad or canal compa- 

nies holding coal or mining lands, 
requesting Secretary of Common- 

wealth to furnish number of per- 
sons killed or injured in working 
of mines 1869 to 1871,....,............... 

to abolish the grand jury system...... 
relative to judges residing in their 

district . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..*................ . . . . . 
to prevent bills becoming laws with- 

out tlie concurrence of a majority 
of the members elect to each 
House . . . . . .,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to provide for the election of judges, 
relative to priority in liens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Resolutions- 
to empower Governor to appoint 

judges of courts of common pleas, 96 
to abolish office of associate judge.... 96 
to abolish oiilce of register ofwills, 96, 160 
relative to legislation . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,.......96, 97 
to provide for election of Lieutenant 

Governor, State Treasurerand At- 
torney General . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to prevent unjust discrimination 
against local freights., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

defining oaths to beadministered to 
civil omcers ..,... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,....... 

to abolish secret ballot, and to au- 
thorize voting riva vote. ,.............. 

to amend rule XXXVI. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to provide for election of commis- 

;;ioers of elections and registry 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

appointment of prothonotaries and 
clerks of court . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to invest councils with exolusive 
right to raise money by loan or 
levy taxes . . . . . . . . . . ..a.................... 

to require Legislature to make an- 
nual appropriations for education, 

to establish a probate court . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to establish a Supreme Court ,.......... 
to levy a special tax on railroad and 

insurance corporations for educa- 
tional purposes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to provide for Harrisburg to remain 
permanent seat of government..... 

to prohibit creating of banks, except 

96 

96 

97 

97 
97 

97 

9s 

98 

104 
104 
106 

107 

107 

107 under a general law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to amend rule VII . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107, 131 
to authorize offloem of Convention 

to draw warrants on State Trea- 
surer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107 

to amend section II, article IX, of 
Constitution . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . r . . . . . . . . 107 

to direct that paper furnished Con- 
vention have anappropriate head- 
ing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

relative to a general law for collect- 
ing tax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to annul all bank charters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to withhold power from Legislature 

to create banks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to require uames of absentees to be 

announced after call of yeas and 
nays............................................. 

relative to a life tenure for all judges, 
to prevent Legislature from grant- 

ing extra compensation to any of- 
ficer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to refer Constitution to standing 
committees.. ,....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to refer all proposed amendments 
to standing committees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

107 

107 
108 

108 

108 
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108 

110 

111 

to elect county commissioners for 
each borough and township ,........ 112 

to prevent fraud on the ballot . . . . . . . . . 112 
to take pardoning power out ofhands 

of Governor . . . . . . . . . .,............. . . . . . . . . . 113 
relative to i ncreasing corporate debt, 113 
to protect liberty of speech and the 

press............................................. 113 
to appoint judges of the court . . . . . . . . . 113 
to provide for extinguishment of 

State debt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113 
to withhold aid for sectarian insti- 

tutions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113 
to prohibit Legislature enacting spe- 

cial laws . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114 
to divide State into seventeen Sena- 

torial districts . . . . . . ,.................. . . . . 114 
to provide for compensation of offl- 

cial service in Constitution . . . . . . . . . . . 114 
to print Ave hundred copies of rules 

of Convention . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 124 
to fix compeuaation of otllcial re- 

porter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.5 
to proceed to election of otllcial re- 

porter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128 
relative to expenses of members . . . . . 128 
requiring members to furnish the 

* 
Clerk with their place of resi- 
dence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129 

relative to Journal of Convention... 129 
requesting Secretary of Common- 

wealth to furnish statement of 
votes cast for Constitutional Con- 
vention In Wl... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129 

to amend rule XL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129 
to require courts to establish mles 

for transaction of business.. . . . . . . . . . 129 
to prohibit the employment of chil- 

dren under twelve years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129 
to constitute eight houraasa legal 

dav’s work.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,.... . 
relative to election of president 

129 

judges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129 
to provide for judges holding office 

during good behavior . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129 
to provide that trial by jury shall 

remain inviolate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .._......... 129 
to amend article XII of Constitution, 130 
to establish a bureau of statistics..... 130 
to ‘provide for joint sessions of 

standing committees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130 
to exempt persons having cons&en- 

tious scruples from military ser- 
vice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .._..,......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130 

to change time of holding State elec- 
tion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131 

to prevent denominational control 
of the public schools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131 

to prevent the enactment of post 
&?lo or retroactive laws . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131 
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Resolutions- Resolutions- 
to guarantee equal rights of suf- 

frage ............................................. 
relative to retro-active laws.. ........... 
to amend section eleven,Declaration 

of Rights.. .................................... 
relative to appropriation bills of 

Legislature. ............................... 
Sinking fund ............................... 

to create financial board of control ... 
relative to a general law to pre- 

scribe books for public schools ..... 
to prevent creating special commis- 

sions ............................................. 
relative to indebtedness to the Com- 

monwealth.. .............................. 
a general law for taxation.. .......... 
tas laws ....................................... 
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to prohibit the Legislature increas- 
ing fees and salaries of persons in 
office ............................................ 
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for taxation. ................................ 
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famous crimes from suffrage.. ...... 
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ers in all corporations.. ................ 
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tion every thirty years.. ............... 
to prevent judicialofficers accepting 

other of&es during term.. ............ 
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declaring. State-Printer is not entl- 
tled to printing of Convention...... 140 

to direct Committee on Printing to 
confer with State Printer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141 

to increase number of Committee on 
State Institutions and Buildings... 143 

relative toappointment of a Council 
of Pardons. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143 

to choose Senators and Representa- 
tives by single districts.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143 

relative to verdicts in murder cases, 143 
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tions in November . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143 
to amend the law of libel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144 
to prevent legislative interference 

with the rights of employer and 
employee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144 

to provide for examination of all in- 
surance companies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144 

relative to mayors of cities .,............ 144 
to provide for Advisory Council to 

Governor to pass on pardons . . . . . . . . . 144 
relative to truth given in suits for 

libel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144 
to prevent Legislature from appro- 

priating extra pay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144, 156 
relative to expenses in cases of con- 

tested seats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145 
to allow every man to practice as an 

attorney . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145 
relative to ineligibility to office....... 146 
to provide for the election of a State 

Commissioner of Agriculture.. . . . M-1 
to define what constitutes a resi- 

dence. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145 
to provide for paying military ex- 

penses out of general fund .“........... 145 
to abolish grand jury system.. . . . . . . . . . 145 
relative rights of suffrage of persona 

in military service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145 

to prevent the creating any corpo- 
ration for agricultural pUrpo%eS... 145 

to provide for election of judges of 
common pleas by cumulative sys- 
tem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145 

to abolish oaths in courtsof justice, 146 
to prescribe the duties of Governor, 146 
to provide for appropriations by Leg- 

islature.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 146 

relative to passage of apportionment 
bills . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 146 

to extend term of judges of Su- 
preme Court.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 146 

declaratory of the rights of married 
women in property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 146 

to pravide for number of membe’is 
of House of Representatives.. . . . 146 

to request Auditor General to pre- 
pare statement of expenses of Leg- 
islature forty days after adjourn- 
ment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134 

relative to reports from five first 
committees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135 

to allow all standing committees to 
transact business during recess,.... 135 

to request Auditor General to fur- 
nish information in regard to cor- 
porations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136 

to request Secretary of Treasury of 
U. S. to give information relative 
to National Ranks in Penn’a . . . . . . . . . 136 

tendering thanks to John A. Smull, 
Esq., resident Clerk House of 
Representatives ,........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136 

to print propositions referred to 
Committee on Suffrage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136 

tendering thanks to Gen. James L. 
Selfridge, Clerk of House of Rep- 
resentatives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139 

tendering thanks to clergy of Har- 
risburg ,..............,.. . . ..I.................. 139 

. 
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Resolutions- 
to provide for number of members 

of Senate.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 146 
declaring who shall be entitled to 

suffrage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . 147 
to secure legal rights to a wife on 

death of a husband . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147 
to compel railroad companies to 

fence their roads . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147 
relative to bribery in elections. . . . . . . . 147 

transportation and rates on rail- 
roads.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147 

to prescribe the eligibilitJi of voters, 147 
to erect counties of fifty thou- 

sand inhabitants into separate ju- 
dicial districts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148 

to provide for each county being a 
Senatorial distriot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148 

for formation of new counties, 148,195 
to disfranchise all persons commit- 

ting election frauds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148 
relative to drawing of seats... . . . . . . . . . 149 
to draw seats of absent members..... 151 
to fix hour of meeting .,............ 152, 154 
tendering thanks to the city COUU- 

oils of Philadelphia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151 
proposing an article relative to rail- 

roads and canals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153 
to invite the clergy of Philadelphia 

to open sessions with prayer . . . . . . . . . 154 
to prevent school money to be used 

for sectarian purposes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 154 
to abolish all offices for weighing, 

gauging, etc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155 
to ensure the better protection of 

the press . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165 
to provide for a common school sink- 

ing fund... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155 
relative to rights of majorities in 

elections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155 
origin of bills raising revenue....... 156 

to create a bureau of industrial la- 
bor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156 

to provide for county boards of su- 
pervisors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,... . . ,... .,.... . . . . . . 156 

relative to the obligations of rail- 
road companies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156 

to combine courts of Philadelphia... 157 
to provide for a court of pardons..... 157 
relative to appointment and tenure 

of judges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ;. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157 
to provide’for one term of Governor, 157 
to submit prohibition article sepa- 

rately to the people. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157 
relative to railroad franchises. . . . . . . . . . 157 

amendments toFederal Constitu- 
tion.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158 

validity of acts of Assembly . . . . . . . .’ 158 
to print proposition before Judiciary 

Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . :... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158 

Resolution- 
relative to appointment of judicial 

officers . . . . ..*.................*................. 160 
declaratory of the law of libel . . . . . . . . . 161 
tendering thanks to Philadelphia 

Athemeum _.,..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 177 
relative to banks of issue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 181 

penal confinement. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 182 
common pleas jurisdiction . . . . . . . . . . . 182 
ofTMa qualification . . . . . . .,.......... . . . 182 
trial by jury.. ........................ ,182, 194 
the sinking fund .......................... 182 
private pr&erty.. ......................... 182 
special privileges.. ........................ 183 

official eligibility.. ........................... 18’ 
to provide for biennial sessions of 

the Legislature.. .......................... 183 
relative to corporation franchises ..... 183 

right of eminent domain.. ..... .183, 249 
railroad property .......................... 183 

to provide for cumulative voting for 
corporation directors.. .................. 163 

to require voting at delegate elee 
tions.. ........................................... 184 

to prepare a Convention directory ... 184 
relative to woman suffrage.. ............ 184 
to provide for the composition of 

the Legislature ............................. 184 
to abolish capital punishment.. ....... 184 
relative to qualiRcations of electors . . 184 
relative to oath of of&e for city 

councilmen ................................. 185 
relative to qualification of judges ..... 185 
relative to assessment of real estate . . 185 
relative to qualification of jurors ..... 185 
relative to competency of witnesses, 186 
to provide for salary of Governor ..... 186 
relative to industrial statistics ......... 186 
to limit the granting of licenses ...... 186 
to create new State otlicers.. ........... i 186 
to elect Secretary of the Common- 

wealth and Attorney General.. .... 186 
to add a Committee on Federal Re- 

lations .......................................... 186 
requesting State Treasurer to fur- 

nish statement of interest on pub- 
110 debt ......................................... 150 

to increase number of Committee on 
State Institutions .......................... 189 

relative to adjournment.. ................ 191 
relative to election of representa- 

tives ............................................. 193 
relative to tenancy by courtesy.. ...... 193 
to provide for prison reform and 

discipline ..................................... 193 
to fix seat of government at Phila- 

delphia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193 
to pay temporary stenographers...... 194 

‘to provide for legislative apportion- 
ment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...*..... 194 

relative to partial female suffrage.... 194 



836 INDEX. 

Resolutioin+-- 
to provide for appointment of Su- 

preme Court reporter.. ................ 194 
relative to responsibihty of corpora- 

tions .......................................... 194 
mu’nicipal indebtedness.. ............. 194 

to limit the number of apprentices . . 194 
relative to fraudulent voting.. ......... 194 
to provide for appoin tment ofj ustices 

of the peace ................................... 195 
publishing quarterly statements of 

public funds.. ............................... 195 
to provide for capitol to remain at 

Harrisburg.. ................................. 195 
relative to arranging election pre- 

cincts ............................................ I95 
to abolish justices of the peace and 

aldermen.. .................................... 195 
relative to new counties.. ................ 195 
to provide for election of Secretary 

of Commonwealth and Attorney 
General.. ...................................... 196 

relative to condemning private pro- 
perty ............................................ 196 

to furnish members with tive copies 
of Debates.. .................................. 196 

to appoint a oommittee on the State, 197 
relative to annulment of marriage 

contract .................................. 197 
to provide for election of Supreme 

Judges by districts ....................... 197 
relative to consolidation of railroads, 197 

gamblers.. .................................... 198 
to limit municipal indebtedness ...... 198 
relative to railroad privileges.. ........ 198 

tenure of public treasurers.. ......... 198 
to provide for electicn of district 

judges.. ..................................... 19s 
vacancies in office of State Treas- 

urer.. ........................................ 198 
relative to damage against railroads 198 
to provide for preferential voting .... 198 
to change the style of official docu- 

ments.. ..................................... 198 
to appoint two additional pages ...... 198 
to pay Charles Lilly for services as 

page .......................................... i99 
to employ Powell DeFrance.. .......... 201 
relative to eligibility of members of 

Convention.. ............................. 201 
neglect of official duty.. ................ 201 
granting rights by Legislature to 

street railways.. ......................... 201 
to forward Debates to New York 

Constitutional Commission.. ........ 201 
to abolish the grand jury system .... 202 
to provide for election of Superin- 

tendent of Public Instruction ... 202 
compulsory education ............ .202, 206 

relative to article on Declaration of 
Rights.. ........................................ 202 

Resolutions- 
to constitute boards of arbitration... 204 
to enter names of absent or non-vot- 

ing members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 201 
to district the State into divisions... 204 
to protect rightsof resident shippers, 205 
relative to funding public debt . . . . . . . 205 
to regulate style of committee print- 

ing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .,..,. . . . . . . . . . . . 205 
to establish courts of conciliation..... 205 
to limit legislative charitable appro- 

priations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 205 
to abolish a11 usury laws . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 205 
to provide for uniform valuation of 

property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 206 
to establish a legal rate of interest... 217 
relative to discrimination in railroad 

freights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 217 
aldermen in cities and boroughs... 217 
partition of sheriff’s duties . . . . . . . ..__ 217 
judicial positions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 218 
method of voting on new Consti- 

tution . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21s 
to provide for government of, in in- 

corporated cities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21.3 
of inquiry into the capital stock of 

railroads and canals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 219 
to limit debts of counties, cities, &c., 219 
to fix stated salariesofpublicofficers, 220 
relative to inviolability of trial by 

Jury..................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2’10 
to provide for equal taxation . . . . . . . . . . . 220 
relative to indictment and trial for 

felony . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _..... 220 
to provide for election of a State 

revisor............................ . . . . . . . . 234 
relative to judicial power and ar- 

rangement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 234 
to provide for future Constitutional 

Conventions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135 
to print texts of proposed amend- 

ments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 236 
relative to’ marriage contract and 

right of property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 236 
to provide for amendment to Fed- 

eral Constitution . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,........ 237 
for the protection of life and limb, 237 

to regulate rates of freight . . . . . . . . . . . . . 237 
to secure the enforcement of con- 

tracts _.................................. . . . . . . . . . 237 
to tax the property of corpomtions, 237 
to disfranchise persons convicted of 

bribery, etc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 237 
requesting response from Auditor 

General to former resolution . . . . . . . . . 243 
to print reports of committee . . . . . . . . . 248 
to-provide for impeachment of local 

officers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 249 
relative to landholders’ damages..... 249 

incompatibility of officers . . . . . . . . . . . . 249 
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Resolutione 
to provide for contracts for state- 

ment and printing of the State . . 249 
legislative vacancies.. ................... 249 

relative to the Supreme Court.. ....... 250 
to exempt election ofilcers from 

WY duty .................................... 250 
relative to pay of officers and em- 

ployees of Convention.. ................ 251 
requesting Rev. James W. Curry to 

open sessions with prayer.. .......... 252 
to provide for term of office of 

j ndges ....................................... 252 
free and equal ele’ctions.. ............. 284 

to furnish Chicago library with De- 
baten ......................................... 265 

Mechanics’ institute of ,Pittsburg 
with Debates. ......... .... ............... 265 

Mercantile library. of Philadel- 
phia with Debates ................. 265 

Franklin library of Philadelphia 
wrth Debates.. ........................... 265 

library of Washington, Pa., with 
Debates .................................... 2G5 

Agricultural oollege with Debates, 205 
relative to electoral rights.. ............. 266 

irredeemable ground rents.. ......... 266 
to amend Bill of Rights.. ................ 266 
relative to foreign corporations ........ 267 
to establish a probate court inPhila- 

delphia.. ....................................... 267 
to furnish members with additional 

copies of Debates.. ........................ 267 
requesting prothonotary to report 

number of civil causes at issue... 267 
to provide for forms of voting . . . . . . . . . 268 
relative to adjournment . . . . . . . . . ..,.: ,... 269 

judicial districts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.69, 270 
to fix time for adjournment Bine die, 

870, 288, 306. 
to restrict leaves of absence. . . . . . . . . . . . . 275 
to provide for spring election of 

judges . . . . . . . . . .,....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to compel compbance by State Prin- 

ter with contract . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 277 
to furnish Debates to judges of the 

several courts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 279 
to require reasons given for leave 

of absence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 279 
to provide for roll-call... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 279 
to authorize Mr. Addicks to pay em- 

ployees of Hall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 230 
to authorize the Chief Clerk to pay 

employees of Hall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to direct Clerk to give number, , 

name, duty and compensation of 
all employees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 233 

to furnish reports of Committee on 
Legislature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,........ . . . . . . 233 

Resolutions- 
to exempt ministers and priests 

from military duty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 233 
relative to Reading railroad mouop- 

oly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...* . . . . . . ...*.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 285 
mechanics’ liens, .,.................. . . . . . . 233 
to final vote on the report of the 

Committee on Suffrage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 306 
to prevent Legislature vesting ap 

pointing powers in wurts or 
judges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 306 

to direct Sergeant-at-Arms to place 
only reports of wmmittees on file, 306 

to purohase one copy of Purdon’s 
Digest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 307 

to change rule XI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 303 
directing Committee on Education 

to prepare a section providing for 
compulsory education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 322 

to furnish copies of proceedings to 
reporters of the press.... . . . . . . . . . 322, 354 

to refer mattersof form or language 
to Committee on Revision and Ad- 
justment.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 349 

to authorize proper drapery of win- 
dows . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 351 

relative to centennial celebration, 
353, 739. 

to require enrolment tax to be paid 
within six months... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 353 

relative to third reading of bills in 
Legislature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 353 

to adjourn while draping the Hal;... 353 
relative to telegraph oompanies...... 354 
to punish fraud at election by hang- 

ing............................................... 355 
to change position ofofflcial reporter 

in Hall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 355 
relative to payment of employeesof 

Convention . . . . . . . 1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 355 
to refer thepetition of International 

workingmen’s association. . . . . . . . . . . . 362 
relative to quorum of standing com- 

mittees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 362 
relative to improving the acoustics 

ofHal . . . . . . .I . . . . . . . . . . . ,.................. 363 
leaves of absence of subordinate 

offlcem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 363 
rights of accused persons . . . . . . . . . . . . . 363 

to provide for apportionment of 
members of Legislature and Con- 
grew........................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 363 

relative to fraudulent actsof Assem- 
bly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 363 

relative to the judiciary power of 
the Commonwealth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 375 

relative to the seventh day of the 
week . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 373 

to furnish Debates to N. E. Histori- 
cal and Genealogical society.....431, 432 
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Resolutions- 

municipal 

relative to administration of oaths 

commissions.. 

in election matters.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

............. 

431 

432 

to provide for election and term of 

industrial 

Senators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,..,.. ,........ . . . . . . . . . 

interests.. 

432 
to prevent special legislation.. . . . . . . . . . 

.................... 

432 

432 

to provide for election of solicitors... 432 
relative to writ of error in capital 

cases......................................... 432 

Resolutions- 
relative to examining committee.... 691 
relative to rule XXV .,............. 691, 711 
to provide for pay of stenographers, 691 

Revenue, resolution relative to origin 

relative to salaries of judges ..,........ 711 
relative tolegislativeappropriations, 734 
to limit mining corporations . . . . . . . . . . . 734 
to provide fora State board of educa- 

tion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

of bills raisina 

. . . . . . . . . .,....... 

............................. 

. . . . . . . . . 753 

156 

110 

110 

349 

7 

7 

common school fund.. .................. 479 
seat of government.. .................... 479 

taxation and finance, appointment 
on ............................................. ^ ..^. .,.^ me scnools or science.. ................ 48u 

mayors’ courts.. ............................ 480 
expenses of Convention.. ............. 480 

relative to purity of elections.. ........ 480 
to adjournment.. . .430,503,594, 613, 734 
limitation of ofllces.. .................... 503 

to omit report of prayers ................. 520 
to exempt homestead effects from 

taxation.. ............... ..................... 523 
to prevent farming out the funds of 

the Commonwealth ..................... 523 
to instruct Commitlee on Printing ... 523 
to print copies of the Constitution, 

542, 661. 
to form a committee on salaries.. ..... 544 
relative to equitable assessments ..... 544 
relative to State sovereignty.. .......... 544 
to limit debate.. ...... 566, 693,594,638, 783 
to require that electors shall be able 

to read and write.. ....................... 566 
relative to printing the Debates..587, 660 
relative to prohibition.. ................... 692 
to provide for a board of education . . 593 
to furnish Debates to newspapers ..... 594 
relative to railroad stocks ............... 594 
relative to debate on woman suf- 

frage ............................................ 612 
to limit the-termsof corporations ..... 613 
relative to legislative majorities ...... 613 
to print memorials.. ......................... 613 
relative to election officers.. ............. 637 
relative to post offlce.. ..................... 637 
to provide for draping of Hall.. ....... 638 
to provide for forfeiting corporation 

charters ....................................... G3S 
relative to corporation contracts with 

the State ...................................... 658 
to provide for local female sutfrage . 659 
resolution of thanks to board of 

education of Philadelphia.. .......... 655 
to purchase Purdou’s Digest.. .......... 637 
relative to postage on Debates for- 

warded to newspapers.. ................. 687 
relative to county advertising.. ....... G90 

relative to funeral of Ex-Governor 
John W. Geary.. ........................ 690 

relative to debate on adjournment .... G91 

Revision and Adjustment- 
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Clerk.. ......................................... 29 

leave of absence granted to ....... .109, 635 
Roll-call, resolution to provide for ...... 2i9 



INDEX. 

RoorrE,LEvI,delegatQXVIIthdiStriat: RUSBBLL, SAMUEL L.-Continued. 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . . . 7 resolution submitted by- 

leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . . . . 189 relative to limiting debate . . . . . . . . . . . 594 
report of committee on mileage of... 187 incidental remarks by, 427, 428, 593, 717 

reports made by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T . . . . 506, 524 
Ross, GEORGE, delegate VIlth district: 

oath of ofice administered to.. . . . . . . . . . 7 
resolutions submitted by- 

to abolish the grand jury system.. 95 
that judges shall not be required 

to reside in district . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 196 
to provide for payment of military 

expenses out of general fund..... 145 
relative to persons in military ser- 

vice exercising right of suffrage, 145 
relative to landholders’ damages, 249 
relative to right of eminent do- 

mam., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 249 
relative to legislative majorities... 613 

remarks by- 
on form of ballot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SO4 
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Solicitors, resolution relative to ele* 

tion of.. ........................................... 432 
Somerset county, petition of citizens 

of, in favor of prohibition.. ............. 362 
Sovereignty, State, resolution relative 

to .................................................... 644 
STANTON, M. HALL, delegate IIId 

district : 
oath of oKice administered to.. ........ 7 
communication presented by.. ........ 635 

m die adjournment, resolution rel- 
ative to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 288 
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report of Committee on Printing rel- 
ative to contract with. ,........ . . . . . . . . . 289 

contract with. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 296 
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~JNION LEAQUE of Philadelphia, oom- 
munication from, extending cour- 
tesies of house of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 252 

‘rsury law, resolution to abolish . . . . . . . . 205 

V. 

**ACANCY in XIIIth district, report of 
committee on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39 

in XVth district, report of com- 
mittee on . . . . . . .:. . . . . I........ . . . . . . . . . . . . 69 

VAN REED, HENRY, delegate VIIIth 
district : - 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . . 7 
Venango county, petition of citizens 

of, in favor of prohibition . . . . . . ..201. 660 
Viel, William, nominated for Assist- 

ant Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 
I%2 vote voting, resolution relative 

to.. * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..*......-... 97 
w. 

WALKER, JOHN II., delegate at 
large : 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . 7 
communications presented by, 544, 

589, 611, 635,637.685. 711. 
report made by...: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 188 
resolutions submitted by- 

relative to railroad freights.. . . . . . . . . . 217 
incidental remarks by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 542 
remarks by- 

on adjournment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 
on election of members of the 

Legislature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 372 
on woman suffrage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 554 
on form of ballot... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 796 

Washington borough, resolution to 
furnish Debates-to library of........ 265 

county, petition of citizens of, for 
prohibition.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..I . . . . . . 261 

WETHERI~L, JOHN M., delegate Xth 
district : 

oath of office administered to .,....... 7 
resolutions submitted by- 

requesting Secretary of Common- 
wealth to furnish number of 
persons killed or injured in the 
working of mines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95 

to prohibit the creation of any cor- 
poration for agricultural pur- 
poses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145 

to appoint an additional standing 
committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186 

incidental remarks by . . . . . . ,...: . . . . . . . . . . 307 
WETHERILL, JOHN PRICE, delegate 

at large from Philadelphia : - 
oath of office administered to.. . . . . . . . . . 7 
petitions presented by...196,212,264, 544 
resolutions submitted by- 

relative to printing... . . . . . . . . . 71, INI, 167 

INDEX. 848 

WETHERILL, JOHN P.-‘Con&wed. 
relative 

relative to neglect of official duty, 201 

to adjournment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

relative to centennial meeting...... 739 

101 
requestingauditorGenera1 togive 

statement of sxpenses of State 
printing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39 

to limit the pardoning power of’ 
the Governor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90 

to pay all public officers fixed sal- 
anes.......................................... 90 

to instruct Committee on Cities 
and City Charters ,..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95 

to announce names of ahsentees or 
not voting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108 

to enlarge the rights of stockhold- 
ers in all corporations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133 

resolutions submitted by- 
to prevent school moneys dbeing 

appropriated to sectarian uses,.. 154 
to abolish all offices for weighing, 

gauging, die . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . * . . . . . . 155 
relative to salary of Governor . . . . . . 186 

incidental remarks by, 44, 197, 199, 
282, 349,331, 355, 426, 436, 518, 625. 

remarks by- 
on adjournment toPhiladelphia, 13, 16 
on reporting and publishing......35, 36 
on resolution toappoiut a Commit- 

tee on the State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 216 
on time for holding municipal elec- 

tions. . . . .._...........................,. 241, 259 
‘on sessions of the Legislature..332, 443 
on form of ballot . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . * . 747 

West Chester, petition of citizens of, 
in favor of prohibition . . . . . . . . . ..,....., 685 

Westmoreland county, petition of citi- 
zens of, in favorof prohibition...... 637 

WHERRY, SAM% M., delegate XIXth 
district : 

oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
leave of absence granted to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479, 
resolutions submitted by- 

to refer so much of present Con- 
stitution to the several commit- 
tees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ._..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90 

to define term of members of the 
Legislature. . . . . . .*. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90 

to refer all amendments to a com- 
mittee of the whole _.,.. _..... ..,.. 93 

to proceed to election of stenogra- 
pher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123 

relative to the Journal of Conven- 
tion . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,....... . . . . . . ..-.. . . . . . . 129 

requesting Secretary of Common- 
wealth to furnish statement of 
votes for and against Constitu- 
tional Convention in 1871 . . . . . . . 129 
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WHERRY, SAM’L M.-Contznusd Warra, I-TARRY--contin’Ued. 
to provide for State commissioner on reporting and printing......35, 37, 75 

of agriculture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .._ . . . . . . 145 on appointing standing commit- 
relative to penal confinement _.... 182 tees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 
to provide for prison reform and on resolution relative to Declara- 

discipline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193 tion of Rights . . . . . . . . . _....... . . . . . . . . . 53 

relative to partition of sheriffs’ du- on election of stenographers . . . . . . . . 66 

ties .._....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 217 
on time for holding municipal 

,.I ,.,> 228 vacancies in Legislature 249 elrjdtions .................................... ........... 
electoral rights.. ............ .......... 266 

on term of members of the Legis- 
. 

rights of accuse u-e ........................................ 344 
Isions of the Legislature ..... 

!d persons . . . . . . . . . . 363 
p&it office . . . . . . . ..a..................... 637 

incidental remarks by, 41, 134, 334, 

latu 
on sea 
on fihmg 

turs 

385 

427 

509 

516 

I:--- vacancies-in Legisla- 

345, 3 
612, G 

715, 716,711, IN, 4.x+ 4t33, mJu. 

WI~ITE,DATTD N., delegate at large: 

49, 451, 435, 436, 472, 474, 506, 
13, WA, 638, 657,710, 713, 714, 
^ -_- -.._ -,... -en ‘7_11 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

on amendment relative to Speaker 
of the Senate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..*............ 

on sal 
turt 

,.................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

.ary of members of Legisla- 

oath of office administered to. . . . . . . . . . 7 
leave of absence granted to. . . . . . . . . . . . . 274 
communication presented by . . . . . . . . .._ 21 
resolutions submitted by- 

to prevent granting of licenses..... 113 
to withhold legislative aid for sec- 

tarian purposes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113 
reiative to prohibition. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 592 

I 
administering of oaths in elec- 

tion matters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 431 
Incidental remarks by, 248, 253, 379, 

592,594, 7% 800. 
remarks by- 

remarks by- 
on the motion to insert the word 

“freeman” in the suffrage ar- 
ticle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

on form of ballot ..,.,... ., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
WHITE, JOHN W. F., delegate 

XXIIId district : 
oath of office administered to.. . . . . . . . . . 
report made by _........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
incidental remarks by, 176, 308, 329, 

536 
724 

7 
505 

on adjournment to Philadelphia... 14 
on appointment of standing cOm- 

mittees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..a........ 46 
on election of a stenographer. . . . . 64 
eon sessions of the Legislature . . . . . 392 
on woman suffrage ,........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . 602 

WHITE, HAERY, delegate at large: 
oath of ollice administered to. . . . . . . . . 7 

363, 364, 471, 544, G28;630, 706, 715. 
remarks by- 

on reporting and printing... . . . . . . . . 
on adjournment . . . ...“.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _ 
on changing time of holding gen- 

eral elections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
on sessions of the Legislature...... 
on naturalization . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
on form of ballot . . . . . . . . . . . . .,.... . . . . . . . . 

86 
99 

227 
394 
672 
761 

Wickersham, R. B., secretary Chicago 
library company, communication 
from . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..I.......... . . . . . . . . . 380 resolutions submitted by- 

relative to legislation.. . . . . . ,.... . . . . . . 90 
to refer Constitution to different 

committees.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110 
to direct Committee on Printing 

to confer with State Printer . . . . . 141 
to regulate style of Convention 

printing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 205 
to constitute quorum of standing 

committees. . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . 3&Z 
relative to reporting of prayers....... 526 
postage on Debates furnished to 

newspapers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 687 
incidental remarks by, 7, 8, 11, 25, 

45, 77,114, 125,134,137, 192,198,202, 
268, 278, 253, 265, 351, 362, 374, 
378. 380, 427, 4’28, 512, 513, 514, 
520; 525,530, 687,688,689, 690, '710, 
711. 714, 758, 786,800. 

remarks by- 
on elcrtion of officers.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 

Williamsport, petition of citizens of, 
in favor of prohibition... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 589 

Witnesses, resolution relative to com- 
petency of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186 

Woman suffrage association of Penn- 
sylvania, memorial of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 197 

WOODWARD, GEORGIE W., delegate 
at large : 

oath of office administered to.. . . . . . . . . . Y 
leave of absence granted to. . . . . . . . . . . . . 289 
reports made by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39, 130 
resolutions submitted by- 

relative to adjournment to Phila- 
delphia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

to amend rule XL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129 
to abolish the secret ballot. . . . . . . . . . . . 97 
relative to request to Auditor Gen- 

era1 for information of private 
onrpc’rationr...... . . . . . ..I . . . . . . . . . . . .., 248 
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WOODWARD, GEO. W.-Continued. 
relative to debate on woman snf- 

frage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..: 612 
incidental remarks by, 51, 136, 177, 

178, 179, 203, 248, 275, 276, 279, 284, 
235, 486, 437, 531, 612, 624, 625, 626, 
712, 713. 

remarks by- 
on resolution to adjourn to Phila- 

delphia . . . . . . . . . . . .,..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . II, 13 
on election of ofllcers of Conven- 

tion ,....... . . . . . . . . . . . ..*................... 23, 27 
on election of a stenographer . . . . . . . 65 
on reporting and printing ..,........ 32 
on resolution to appoint Commit 

tee on the State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 208 
on resolution limiting debate . . . . . . . 664 
on form of ballot . . . . . .a.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 726 

Workingmen’s association, memorial 
from international . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 306 

referred. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..a..... . . . . . . . . . . 362 
WORRELL, EDWARD R.,delegate IVth 

district : 
oath of office administered to . ,... . . . 7 
resolutions submitted by- 

to require courts to publish rules 
for transaction of business .._..... 129 

relative to passage of apportion- 
ment bill. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . * . . . . . 146 

relative to validity of acts of As- 
sembly..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . 158 

to fix hours of’session . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 161 

WORRELL, EDWARD R.-Contin~~ed. 
resolutions submitted by- 

to provide for composition of 
Legislature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 184 

relative to judicial positions . . . . . . . . 218 
salaries of judges.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 711 

incidental remarks by . . . . . . . . 
remarks by- 

210, 266, 323 

on time for holding municipal 
elections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 260 

on taxing the elector ..a................* 651 
remarks by- 

on form of ballot . . . . . . . . . ..I..... . . . . . . . . 798 
WRIOHT, CALEB E., delegate XIIIth 

district : 
appointed in place of Mr. Rhone, re- 

signed _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39 
oath of office administered to . . . . . . . . . 39 
petitions presented by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 660, 685 
resolutions submitted by- 

to restrict further grants to corps- 
rations.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . *. . . . * . . . . . . . . 95 

relative to allotment for stationery, 107 
relative to appropriations of pub- 

lic property . . . . . . .,..,.......... . . . . . . . . . 237 
incidental remarks by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
remarks by- 

306, 709 

on salary of members of Legisla. 
ture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..*............ 493 

on woman suffrage.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5643 
Writ of error, in capital cases, resolu- 

tion relative to... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 432 
Wyoming county, petitions of citizens 

of, in favor of prohibition ,,....,.. 275, 590 

t 
-_ 
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