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DEBATES

OF THE

Condention fo Amend the Canstitution.

FIRST DAY

TuEsDAY, November 12, 1872,

Thisbeing the day fixed by the act of the
{General Assembly, entitled “An aet to
provide for calling a Convention to amend
the Constitution,” approved the eleventh
day of April, Anno Domini one thousand
eight hundred and seventy-two, for the
persons chosen as delegates to assemble in
<onvention, a namber of the said dele-
wates, sufficient to eonstitwte a quorum,
deing present, the Convention was called
to order by the Secretary of the Common-
wealth, Hon. Franeis Jordan, who address-
<d the Convention as follows:

Gentlemen of the Convention:—The third
section of the act of the General Assem-
bly, approved the eleventh day of April,
1872, and entitled, ‘“ An act to provide for
calling a Convention to amend the Consti-
tution,” impeses upon the Secretary of
‘the Commonwealtk the duty of calling
the Convention to erder at twelve e’cloek,
ab noon, on thesecond Tuesday of Novem-
ber, 1872, of submitting the official returns
»f election, and of reading the proclama-
tion of the Governor, declaring the names
of the persons chosen as members of the
onvention. The day and hour designa-
ied by law for these purposes having ar-
rived, T am here to perform the duties im-
posed.

The other duties required of the Secre.
tary of the Comnronwealth by said act of
Assembly have been discharged, and re-
port thereof to the Convention will be
made immediately after it shall have

chosen a President. In the meantime, 1
have designated my Chief Clerk, Thomas
M’Camant, Jas. L. Selfridge, Clerk of the
House of Representatives, -and John A.
Smull, Resident Clerk of the House of
Reprosentatives, as temporary elerks, and
A. M. Martin and H. J. Mason as steno-
graphic reporiers, to act' until the Cor-
vention shall supply their places.

The Conventien will now please come to
order.

These are the official returns of the elce-
tion made to the Secretary of the Con .
monwealth, arranged according to coun-
ties, and of which the Convention will,
from this time tforth, kave the legal and
actual custody. -

In accordance with the provisions of the
act, I will now read the proelamation of
the Governor.

The Seeretary of the Commonwealth
then read the said proclamation, as fol-
lows:

PENNSYLVANIA, 887

In the Name and by the Adutiority of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, JORN
W. GEARY, Governor of the said Com~
mowwealth.

A PROCLAMATION.

WHEREAS, It is provided in and by an
act of the General Assembly of this Com-
monwealth, entitled ¢ An Act to provide
for ealling a Convention to amend the
Constitution,” approved the eleventh day
of April, A. D. 1872, “That the Secretary
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of the Commonwealth shall, as soon as the
returns of said election shall be reeeived
by him, and at all events within fifteen
days after the election, in the presence of
he Governor and Auditor General, open
and compute all the returns received of
votes given for members of the Conven-
tion; and the Governor shall forthwith is-
sue his proclamation, declaring the names
of the persons who have been chosen mem-
bers of the Convention.”

« And whereas, The Secretary of the-Com-
monwealth did, on the twenty-first day of
October, A. D. 1872,in the manner pro-
vided in the act of the General Assembly
atoresaid, ppen and computeall the returns
received of votes given for members of the
Convention.

And whereas, It appears by the returns
of the general election held onthe second
Tu¢sday of October, instant, being the
eighth day of said month, that the names
of the persons who have been chosen mem-
bers of the Convention, ar eas follows, viz:
Wm. M. Meredith, J. Gillingham Fell,
Harry White, William Lilly, Linn Barthol-
omew, Hugh N. M’Allister, William Da-

vis; James T. Reynolds, Samuel I8, Dim..

mick, George V. Lawrence, William H.
Armstrong, David N. White, William H.
Aliney, John H. Walker, George W. Wood-
ward, Jeremiah 8. Black, Andrew G. Cur-
tin, Williama J. Baer, William H. Smith,
Franklin B. Gowen, John H. Campbell,
Samuel H. Reynolds, James Ellis, Samuel
(. T. Dodd, George M. Dallas, Robert A-
Lamberton, Andrew A. Purman and Wm.
L. Corbett, delegates at large to said Con-
vention.

Henry C. Carey, Edward C. Knight,
John Price Wetherill, Lewis C. Cassidy,
James H. Heverin and Theodore Cuyler,
delegates at large from the eity of Phila-
delphia. C

From the First Senatorial disfrict, in the
city of Philadelphia, John Bardsley, Jas.
W. M. Newlin and George W. Biddle.

From the Second Senatorial distriet, in
the city of Philadelphia, John I. Addicks,
William B. Hanna and John R. Read.

From the Third Senatorial district, in
the city of Philadelphia, M. Hall Stanton
and William I. Littleton; and in this dis-
trict the official retwun made to the Secre-
tary of the Commonwealth by tho return
judges shows the election of R. E. Shap-
ley, by a majority of two hundred and for.
ty-one, over Benjamin L. Temple, whilst
the certified copy of the returns, filed in
the office of the prothonotary, shows the
election of Benjamin L. Temple, by a ma-

jority of two hundred and forty-one over
R. E. Shapley, and hence I am unable to
proclaim or declare either of these two
persons ¢lected.

From the Fourth Senatorial distriet, in
the city of Philadelphia, William D. Ba-
ker, J. Alexander Simpson and Edward
R. Worrell.

From the Fifth Senatorial districet, com-
posed of the counties of Chester and Dela-
ware, John M. Broomall, Willianx Dar-
lington and Joseph Hemphill.

From the Sixth Senatorial distriet, com-
posed of the county of Montgomery, James
Boyd, Charles Hunsicker and George N.
Corson.

From the Seventh Senatorial distriet,
composed of the counties of Bucks and
Northampton, Charles Brodhead, George
Ross and George Lear.

From the Eighth Senatorial distriet, com-
posed of the county of Berks, George G.
Barelay, Henry W. Smith and Henry
Van Reed.

From the Ninth Senatorial distriet, com-
posed of the county of Lancaster, David
W. Patterson, Henry Carter and Henry
G. Smith. . '

From the Tenth Senaforial district, com-~
posed of the eounty of Schuylkill, Joel B.
M’Camant, John M. Wetherill and Thom-~
as R. Bannan.

From the Eleventh Senatorial distriet,
composed of the counties of Lehigh and
Carbon, CharlesM. Runk, Zachariah Long
and Edward Harvey.

From the Twelfth Senatorial district,
composed of the counties of Dauphin and
T.ebanon, Josinh TFunck, Wayne Mac
Veagh and Hamilton Alticks.

From the Thirteenth Senatorial district,
composed of the counties of Luzerne, Mon-~
roe and. Pike, Henry 8. Mott, Gideon W.
Palmer, Abraham B. Dunning, Daniel 1.
Rhone, Henry W. Palmer and Lewis
Pughe.

From the Fourteenth Senatorial distriet,
composed of the counties of Bradford, Sus-
quehanna, Wayne and Wyoming, George
¥. Horton, William J. Turrell and Joseph
G. Patton.

From the Fifteenth Senatorial distriet,
composed of the eountiesof Columbia, Ly~
coming, Montour and Sullivan, John J.
Metzger, John G. Freeze and Henry C.

Parsons.

From the Sixteenth Senatorial district,
eomposed of the counties of Cameron, M’-
Kean, Potter and Tioga, John 8. Mann,
Jerome B. Niles and Mortimer F. Elliott.

S
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From the Seventeeth Senatorial dis‘rict, m Thomas Struthers, Charies 0. Dow-

composad of the countiesof Snyder, Perry,
Northumberland and Union, Joseph Bai-
1y, Levi Rooke and John P. Cronmiller.

From the Eighteenth Senatoriul district,
composed of the counties of Clinton, Cam-
bria, Clearfield and Elk, George Achen-
bach, John G. Hall and Ashel C. Finney.

From the Nineteenth Senatorial district,
composed of the counties of Cumberland
and Franklin, Samuel M. Wherry, J. M’-
Dowell Sharpe and John Stewart.

From the Twentieth Senatorial district,
composed of the counties of Adams and

York, William M’Clean, John Gibson and

'Thomas E. Cochran.

From the Twenty-first Scnatorial dis-
trict, composed of the counties of Bedford,
Fulton, Blair and Somerset, Samuel L.
Russell, James W. Curry and Augustus
8. Landis.

From the Twenty-second Senatorial dis-
trict, composed of the counties of Centre,
Juniata, Mifflin and Huntingdon, John
M. Bailey, Andrew Reed and John M’Cul-
loch.

From the Twenty-third Senatorial dis-
trict, composed of the county of Allegheny,
Thomas MacConnell, Samuel A, Purvi-
ance, Thomas Ewing, John W. . White,
Matthew- EQwards, Thomas Howard Mal-
colm Hay, John B. Guthrie and Thomas
H. B. Patterson.

From the Twenty-fourth Senatorial dis-
trict, composed of the counties of Indiana
and Westmoreland, Daniel . Porter, An-
drew M. Fulfon and Silas M. Clark.

From the Twenty-fifth Scnatorial dis-
triet, composed of the counties of Fayette
and Greene, Daniel Kane, Charles A.
Black and John Collins.

From the Twenty-sixth Senatorial dis-
trict, composed of the counties of Beaver,
Butler and Washington, John N. Purvi-
ance, Thomas R. Hazzard and William
Hopkins.

From the Twentyv-seventh Senatorial
district, composed of the ecountics of Cla-
rion, Armsirong, Jefforson and Forest,
George W, Andrews, John M’Murray and
John Gilpin.

From the Twenty-eighth Senatorial dis-
trict, composed of the counties of Law-
rence, Mercer and Venango, David Craig,
Manly C. Beebe and Robert M. DeFrance,

From the Twenty-ninth Senatorial dis-
trict, composed of the county of Crawford,
Frank Mantor, Samuel Minor and Pearson
Church.

From the Thirtieth Senatorial districet,
composed of the counties of Erie and War-

man and Rasselas Brown,

Now, therefore, I, Jouxw W. Grany,.
Governor as aforesaid, haveissued thisiy
proclamation, herchy publishing and de-
claring that the persons hereinbeforc
named have been returnedas duly eiected
delegates from the State at large, dele-
gatesat large from the city of Philadelphiz,
and as delegates from the different Sena-
torial districts of the State as hereinbefore
recited, and are the names of the persons
who have been chosen members of the
Convention, to assemble in the hall of the
House of Represontatives, at the State
Capitol, in Harrisburg, onthe second Tues-
day, being the twelfth day of November,
A. D. 1872, at twelve o’clock M., on that
day, to revise and amend the Constitution
of this State, in accordance with the pro-
visions of the aforesaid act of the Genera!
Assembly of this Comimonwealth.

Given under my hand and the Great Seal
of the State, at Harrisburg, this twenty-
second day of October, in the year of
our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and seventy-two, and of the Common-
wealth the ninety-seventh.

INO. W. GEARY.

By THE GOVERNOR @

TrRANCIS JORDAN,
Seeretary of the Commonwealth.

The SECRETARY OF THE COMMON-
wharTH. The next thing in order, I sup-
pose, will be the calling of the roli, to as-
certain whether or not these persons arc
present, or how many of tifem. The Clerk
will please call the roll.

The Clerk then called the roll, and the
following named members answered to
their names:

DELEGATES AT LARGE IN THE STATE.—
William H. Ainey, William . Armstrong,
William JJ. Baer, Linn Bartholomew, Jere-
miah 8. Black, John H. Campbell, William
L. Corbett, Andrew G. Curign, George M.
Dallas, William Davis, Samuel 1. Din-
mick, Samuel C. T. Dodd, James Fils,
J. Gillingham TFell, Franklin B. Gowen,
Robert A. Lamberton, George V. Law-
rence, William Lilly, Flugh N. M Allister,
William M. Meredith, Andrew A. Pur-
man, James L. Reynolds, Samuel H. Rev-
nolds, William H. Smith, John II. Wal-
ker, David N. White, Harry White zud
George W, Woodward.

DELEGATES AT LARGE IN PHILADEL-
raiA Crry.—Heary C. Carey, Lewis (.
Cassidy, Theodore Cuyler, James H., Hoev-
erin, Edward C. Knight and John Pric:
Wetherill.



3 DEBATES OF THE

Districr DiLEGATES.—John E. Ad-
dicks, Hamilton Alricks, George W. An-
drews, George A. Achenbach, John M.
Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Joseph Baily,
(Perry,) William D. Baker, Thomas R.
Bannan, George G. Barclay, John Bards-
ley, Manly C. Beebe, George W. Biddle,
Charles A. Black, Charles 0. Bowman,
James Boyd, Charles Brodhead, John M.
Broonall, Rasselas Brown, Henry Carter,
Pearson Church, Silas M. Clark, Thomas
IE. Cochran, John Collins, George N. Cor-
son, David Crafg, John P. Cronmiller,
James W. Curry, Willlam Darlington,
Robt. M. DeFrance, Abraham B. Dunning,
Matthew Edwards, Mortimer F. Klliott,
Thomas Iiwing, Ashel C. Finney, John G.
Freeze, Andrew M. Fulton, Josiah Funck,
John Gilpin, Jno. B. Guthrie, Jno. 6. Hall,
Wimn. B. Hanna, Edward Harvey, Malcolm
Hay, Thos. R. Hazzard, Joseph Hemphill,
Wm. Hopkins, George F. IHorton, Thomas
Howard, Charles Hunsicker, Daniel Kaine,
Angustus S. Landis, George Lear, William
13, Littleton, Zachariah Tong, Joel DB.
M’Camant, William DM’Clean, Thomas
AMacConnell, John M'Culloch, John M’
Murray, Wayne MacVeagh, Jolm &, Mann,
Irank Mantor, John J. Metzger, Samucl
Minor, Henry S. Mott, James W. M. New-
{in, Jerome B. Niles, Gideon W. Palmer,
lenry W. Palmer, Henry €. Parsons,
David W, Patterson, Thomas H. BB. Pat-
torson, Joseph G. Patton, Daniel . Porter,
Lewis Pughe, John N. Purvianee, Samuel
A. Purviance, John R. Readt, Andrew
Reed, Daniel L. Rhone, Levi Rooke, Geo.
Ross, Charles M. Runk, Samuel L. Rus-
sell, J. M'Dowell Sharpe, J. Alexander
Simpson, Henry G. Smith, Henry W.
Smith, M. Hall Stanton, John Stewart,
Thomas Struthers, William J. Turrell,
Henry Van Reed, John M. Wetherill,
Samuel M. Wherry, John W. . White
and Edward R. Worrell.

John Gibson, of the Twentieth Senato-
rial district, was absent.

The SECRETARY OF THE €COMMON.
weALTI.  In conformity with precedent,
and in recognition of the faet that this is
a christian Commonwealth, it is deemed
proper the Convention should be opened
with prayer.

PRAYER.

Prayer was then offered by Ilev. Dr. A
K. Strong, pastor of the Pine street Pres-
hyterian church, of Harrisburg, as tollows:

Almighty and all merciful God, in
whom we live and move, and have our
being, we bow ourselves in Thy most holy

presence, reecgnizing Thy presence, und
bumbly and gratefully make mention of
Thy goodness and mercy, which have fol-
lowed us all the days of ourlives, even to
this hour. We seek divine wisdoms and
divine guidance in the opening of the ses-
sions of this Convention, praying that the
Lord, in ks infinite merey, will be pleased
to preside over the deliberation of this
body. Be pleased to grant suecesstul re-
sults to its deliberation, <o that the best in-
terests of this Commmeonwealth, and the
greatest good to the greatest number of
our citizens miay thereby be seeured. 19x-
cept the Lord build the house, they labor
in vain that built it; execept the Lord keep
the city, the watchman waketh, but in
vain. 5o we gratefully and devoutly ro-
cognize our need of Thy gutdanes and of’
Thy aid, whieli Thou, the Fathor of our
mereies, the Ruler of this universe, ari
pleased to give, and doth give, in answer
to praver. Be pleased, therefore, we bo-
seech of Thee, to guide in the choice of
the officers of this Convention; be pleased
to guide in the rnles which they may
adopt; be pleased to guide iirall thas conves
before them for decision, so that 'Thy
name may be honored, and so that the in-
terestsof truth, and justice, and peace may
be seeured. 'These blessings we ask in
the name of our divine Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ, who hath taught us to pray.
Our Father which art in Heaven, hallowed
be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on carth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and for-
give ws our debts as we forgive our debt-
ors, and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us fromn ovil, for Thine is the King-
domni, and the powerand the glory forever.
Amen.

HLECTION OF" PRESIDENT.

Mr. DarrizeToN. Mr, Chairman: I
presume, sir, the next business in order
will be thie election of officers for the Con-
vention.

The SECRETARY OF THE COMMON-
WEALTH, The Chair is ready to receive
any motion looking in that direction.

Mr. DarniNcrox. Then,sir, in aecord-
ance with the suggestion of a number of
friends, and quite in accordance with my
own sentiments, T beg leave to nominate
the Hon. Wm. M. Meredith as a eandidate
for the presiding officer of this Conven-
tion.

Mr. Purviance, (Allegheny.) Mr,
Chairman: 1 rise, sir, to perform the pleas-
ant duty of scconding the nomination of
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tie gentleman from Chester, which I now
do, for the Hon. Wm. M. Meredith to be
called to preside over the deliberations of
this Convention.

The SECRETARY OF THE COMMON-
WEALTH, Mr. Meredith has been nomi-
nated, and the nomination seconded, for
President of this Convention. Are there
any other nominations? If not, the Clerk
will proceed with the calling of the roll.

Mr. Hay. There having been no other
nominations for the office of President of
this Convention, I move that the calling
of the roll be dispensed with, and that M.
Meredith be elected unanimously.

The motion was unanimously carried.

Mr. MACVEAGH. Mr. Secretary: In re-
membrance of the labors of our prede-
cessors last assembled for the same pur-
pose for which we are gathered here, I
move you that two of the surviving mem-
bers of that Convention, Mr. Woodward,
of Philadelphia, and Mr. Darlington, of
Chester, be requested to conduct Mr. More-
dith, the President elect, to the Chair.

The motion was unanimously carried.

The SECRETARY oF THE (OMMON-
WEALTH. Mr. Woodward and Mr. Dar-
lington will please perform the duty assign-
ed them.

The President elect, Wm. M. Meredith,

of Philadelphia, was then conducted to the

Chair by George W. Woodward, of Phila-
delphia, and William Darlington, of Ches-
ter. Upontaking the Chair, the President
addressed the Convention as follows :

Gentlemen : Youhavemy hearty thanks
for this mark of your confidence. I be-
speak and shall need your kind aid in the
discharge of my duty, and shall desire
vour forbearing consideration if I should
fall, unintentionally into error. The Con-
vention will come to order.

OATH ADMINISTERED TO THE PRESIDENT
AND MEMBERS.

Mr, KAINE offered the following reso-
lution, which was twice read and adopted:

Resolved, That the following oath bead-
ministered by the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth to the President and mem-
bers of this Convention :

“You do swear (or affirm) that you
will support the Constitution of the United
States, and discharge your duties as a
member of this Convention with fidelity.”

The Secretary of the Commonwealth
then administered the above oath to the
President of the Convention.

Mr. HARRY WHITE., Mr. President : For
{he purpose of expediting the business of

swearing in the members, I suggest—I do
not make a motion—but I suggest that the
Clerk call the roll, commencing alphabeti-
cally at the head, and call as many as
can conveniently stand around the Clerk’s
desk, and then let the Secretary of the
Commonwealth administer to them the
oath, When they are through let them
retire, and another class come up.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President: There is
some difficulty in that suggestion. I
think the usual manner of swearing the
members of the Legislature here is to first
call those who swear by the uplifted hand,
and those who swear by the book, and
then those who affirm.. In calling the
names alphabetically, as suggested by the
gentleman from Indiana, members may
assemble to be sworn in the respective
ways named, either to affirm or swear by
the uplifted hand, or the book. I
would suggest that the members who
swear by the book be first called, and
then those who swear by the uplifted
hand, and then those who affirm.

The PrESIDENT. The plan the Chair
has adopted, and the one that will be pur-
sued, unless otherwise ordered, is to call,
first, those who swear by the book ; sec-
ond, those who swear by the uplifted
hand; and third, those who affirm. A
slight delay has been occasioned by the
unfortunate fact that bibles are not, it
seems, very common here, and it was ne-
cessary to send out to get some. [Laugh-
ter.]

The President then directed the calling
of the roll, and those who swore by the
book came forward, and the following
oath was administered to them :

“Yom and each of you do severally
swear that you will support the Constitu-
tion of the United States, and that you
will perform your duties as Delegates to
this Convention with fidelity, so help you
God.”

Those who swore by the uplifted hand
then came forward, and the following oath
was administered to them :

“You and each of you do swear by Al-
mighty God, the searcher of all hearts,
that you will support the Constitution of
the United States, and that you will per-
form your duties as members of this Con-
vention with fidelity, and that as you
shall answer to God at the great day.”

Those who affirmed then came forward,
and were qualified as follows :

“You and each of you do solemnly, siti-
cerely and truthfully declare and affirm
that you will support the Constitution ¢f

-,
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the United States, and perform your du-
ties as membersof this Constitutional Con-
vention with fidelity, and so you affirm.”

COMMUNICATION FROM THE SECRETARY
OF THE COMMONWEATH,

The President then laid before the Con-
vention a communication from the Secre-
tary of the Commonwealth, which was
read. [See Journal.]

RULES FOR THE CONXVENTION..

Mr. Hopxins offered the following reso-
lution, which was twice read :

Resolved, That the rules of the House of
Representatives of this Commonwealth,
so far as applicable, be adopted for the
government of this Convention.

Mr. DARLINGTON moved to amend, by
striking outall after the word ¢ Resolved,"
and inserting in lieun thereof the follow-
ing:

“That the Rules of the Convention of
1837, until otherwise ordered, be adopted
for the government of this Convention.”

Mr. Maxn. Isecond that motion.

Mr. Hopxgins accepted the amendment.

Mr. DARLINGTON. Mr. President: I
wish to say merely that those rules were
carefully considered and adopted by a
committee of the Convention, and then by

the whole body, and answered for the |

government of that Convention. They
are much more appropriate, I presume,
for the government of this Convention

_ than the rules of the House of Representa-
tives. They are easily accessiblo in the
first volume of the Debates of that Con-
vention. ’

Mr. Kaixe. Iwouldinguire of the gen-
tleman from Chester (Mr. Darlijggion)
where those rules are to be found ?

Mr. DaARLINGTON. In the first volume
-of the Debates and in the Journal.

Mr. MANN, On page 28. 1 move to
.amend, by requesting the Clerk to have
printed 200 copies of these rules, for the
.use of the members of the Convention.

Mr. JNo. PrICE WETHERILL. I hope

‘not. We may not use those rules but a
‘day. .
Mr. MANN. The reason why I desire
:them printed is that members can see
what they are—whether they will have
them continued. They are the rules
adopted by the Convention of 1837.

Mr. HoPkINs. . I accept that, also, as a
snodification of my resolution.

The -resolution, as modified, wag thon
readyas follows:

Resolved, That the rules of the Conven-

tion of 1837, until otherwise ordered, be
adopted for the government of this Con-
vention, and that two hundred copies of
the same be printed for the use of the mem-
bers.

Mr. HARRY WHITE.
cable. .

Mr. Darras. I move to amend, by
adding the following: ¢ But so much of
said rules as.refer to the appointment ot
standing committees shall notbeincluded
as part of the rules of this Convention.”

Mr. Hopxixns. I should like to know
what it is proposed to strike out. I have
never seen the rules, that I remember, of
the Convention of 1837.

Mr. Darras. I see that a member in
front of me has a copy. I ask that it be
sent to the Clerk’s desk and read foxinfor-
mation.

Mr. MacVEAGH. They are not long,
and I ask that they be all read.

The Clerk read that part of the rules of
the Convention of 1837, which it was pro-
posed to strike out.

Mr. Darpas. I propose fo amend, by
striking out all’that portion which pro-
vides for the appointment and duties of
the several standing committees which-
can have no status here.

Mr. CLARK. WMr. President: The rules
which have been read, if I am not mis-
taken, were rules which were reported by
a committee, but Iam not certain whether
they were made the rules of the Conven-
tion of 1837, They were subsequently dis-
cussed, and, I think, modified.

Mr. WHITE, (Indiana.) Mz, President:
1 believe but one amendment to this reso-
lution is before the Convention. I offer
the following as an amendment to the
amendment, to come in at the close.

The amendment was sent to the Clerk’s
desk. T

Mr. Hopxins. I suppose the pending
question is on the amendment offered by
the gentleman on my left, (Mr. Dallas,)
which is an. amendment to the reselution
as modified by myself. The gentleman
from Indiana (Mr. White) proposes to
amend that amendment.

Mr. CUYLER. Mr. President: Would it
not he better for us to adopt the rules of
order of the Senate of Pennsylvania, leav-
ing the rules for future consideration? Is
it not premature at this time to discuss the
organization of committees? All we want
now is the laws of parliamentary practiec.

Mr. MaAcVEAGH. Mr. President: I con-
cur most cordially in that view, with the

So far as appli-
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exception that I do not see the necessity
for the adoption of any rules. Tho com-
mon law of parliamentary bodies, as ad-
ministered by the Chair, is suflicient until
we have a committee to present rules. I
submit that it is entirely unnecessary to
adopt the rules of the House or Scnate, or
of the old Convention, but simply to rely
upon the common law of deliberative as-
semblies, as administered by tho Chair,
until a committee can consider the matter
and present a carefully digested report;
and I trust, therefore, that the motion as
amended will be voted down, and that we
will proceed with the organization.

The amendment to the amendment (of-
tered by Mr. White (Indiana) was then
read, as follows:

“And the Chair shall appoint a commit-
tee of seven to report to the Convention
rules for the government of its proceed-
ings.”

Mr. Boyp moved that the whole subject
he 1aid on the table for the present.

The motion was agreed to.

APPOINTMENT OT CHIEF CLDERIK.

Mr. Harry Wiarre offered the follow-
ing resolution, which was read:

Resolved, That D. L. Imbrie, Iisq., be
and is hereby declared to be the Chief
Clerk of this Convention.

The PreEsipENT. The Convention not
having yet come to any order upon the
subject of officers, the Chair is in doubt as
to whoether it is in order to offer such a
resolution at this time, and will submit
that question to the consideration of the
Convention.

The decision of the Chair was sustained.

CONTESTED SBEAT.

Mr. StapsoN.  Mr. President : T rise to a
question of privilege., The Convention is
aware of the fact that the Governor, in his
proclamation, has declared the election of
but two persons from the Third Scnatorial
clistrict of Philadelphia, and has declared
his inability to say which of two other
persons was elected. T offer the following
resojution.

The resolution was read, as follows:

Resolved, That a committce of five be
appointed to inquire into and report to
this Convention whether R. 13. Shapley or
Benjamin L. Temple is entitled to a seat
in the Convention from the Third Senato-
rial distriet.

Mr. DaLLAs. Mr. President: T happen
to reside in the same district in which this
question avises, and therefore have some

little interest in its proper disposition. I
do not represent that distriet in any part,
hut represent the State at large. T hap-
pen, however, to reside there, and I am
extremely anxious that whatever is done
by this Convention in that matter shall be
done with due deliberation. XNeither of
these gentlemen are personal intimate
friends of mine. The result is of no con-
scquence to me, but it is of consequence
to every member of this Convention, aul
it is of consequence to the people of that
district that this question should be verv
carefully considered before it is decided.
The motion to refer this to a committee of
five, if carried, will result probably in a
divided committee as to its political ecom-
plexion.

The PrESIDENT remarked that refer-
ence to the political predilections of mem-
bers was not in order.

Mr. Darnas. If T am in error I ask
pardon. The law under which we arc
organized provides that in the case of a
vacancy in a district, the vacancy shall he
filled by the delegates at large who weve
voted for by the same class of voters who
voted for the person whose resignation or
death has made a vacancy.

It is clear that one or the other of ithe
gentlemen named has been elected. T do
not suppose there is a vacancy. I think
there is no doubt about the class of votors
who voted forthesegentlemen,and I move
to amend the resolution so that the gues-
tion be referred to the fourteen delegates
at large who were chosen to this Con-
vention by the minority party of the
State.

Mr., Srvapsox. It is a matter in which
I have no personal interest, except as o
matter of right. Taccept the amendment.
I am requested by some members to say
that the two gentlemen between whont
the seat is in controversy are of the same
political party as the delegates to whom it
is proposed to refer this question.

Mr. MAcVEAoH. Mr, President: If in
order, I would state, in reference to this
subject, that T am entirely unable to un-
derstand how the ecighth section is to be
applied. -

The PreESIDENT. The resolution, us
modified, has not been read.

The resolution, ns modified, was read,
as follows:

RResolved, That the delegates at large last
namecd in the Governor’s proclamation he
appointed to inquire into and report to
this Convention, whether R. E. Shaplicyv.
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to the
Third

or Benjamin L. Temple is entitled
scat in the Convention from the
Senatorial district.

Mr. MacVeEAGH. Mr. President : It oc-
curred to me to ask whether the gentle-
man from Philadelphia had any detinite
understanding how we werce to apply the
eighth section of the act to this case. I
annot understand how Iam to know who
voted for Mr. Temple or for Mr. Shapley,
and especially how I am to know that the
same people voted for Mr. Dallas that voted
either for Mr. Temple or Mr. Shapley. I
know nothing of who voted for any ol
them. Possibly the President does. I am
sure I am not in a condition to vote upon
it, unless T accept the statement of sume-
body else. We have been sworn to dis-
charge these duties. I have no desire to
make captious opposition, or to interfere
in any way in this matter; but here is a
section that says, that ¢ those members.at
large of the Convention who shall have
heen voted for by the same, or by a major-
ity of the voters who shall have voted for
such distriet or city member, shall fill such
vacancy.” Whileitis the merest surmise,
if it is even a surmise, as to who voted for
these men, we are asked upon our oaths
to assume thoe fact; and as the gentleman
trom Philadelphia (Mr. Dallas) seems to
have information, I thought perhaps he
would give it. I do not know as anybody
¢lse has the same trouble that 1T have; but
unless somebody will show that Mr. Tem-
ple and the other gentlemen were voted
for by the same people, or a majority of
the same people who voted for the dele-
gates that were elected upon the ticket
with Mr. Dallas, I do not sce why this
matter should be referred to then.

Mr. Darras. Mr. President: I have no
desire to waste the time of the Convention
unnecessarily over a matter of this kind,
but I cannot hesitate to reply to the gen-
tleman’s call for information. I did not
say that we were within the letter of that
provision of the eighth scetion of the act
of Assembly, because 1 distinetly stated
my belief to be that we¢ have no vacancy
in that district. I do not suppose there is
a vacancy. But I suppose the spirit of
that section was this, that in case any scat
that should be filled is vacant—that is, if
any district entitled to three, has but two
delegates-—then in that case the same vo-
ters who, under the spirit of the law, would
bhe entitled to fill that vacancy, are en-
titled to have it filled by the delegates at

arge whom they voted for.
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The resolution as modified was then
adopied.

ADJOURNMENT T0 PHILADLLPHIA.

Mr. LirrnrroN, Mr, President: I de-
sire, at this time, to present to the Con-
vention resolutions unanimously adepted
by the couneils of Philadelphia, asking
this Convention to hold itssessionsin that
city. I present them to the Convention
for its action.

The resolutions were read as follows :

CLERK'S OFFICE, SELEcT COUNCIL,  }

Philadelphica, Nov. 5, 1872, 4

To President of Constitutional Convention
of Pennsylvania :

81w :—This is to cortify that the follow-
ing isatrueand correct copy of theoriginal
resolutions approved by his Honor, the
Mayor, the twenty-sixth day of October,
AL DL 1872, entitled ¢ Resolution in refer-
ence to the Constitutional Convention.”

Resolved by the Select and Common Coun-
cils of the city of Philadelphio, That the
Convention to assemble on the second
Tuesday of November next to revise the
Constitution of this Commonwealth, be
and is hereby respeetfully and cordially
invited to hold its sessions in this city,
and a hearty weleome is hereby tendered
to its members and officers.

Resolved, That upon fiftecen days’ notice
of the intention of said Convention to
meet and remain in Philadelphia a suita-
ble hall, properly furnished and arranged,
will be provided for the use of the Con-
vention, at the expense of this city.

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing
resolutions be delivered to the President
of the Convention immediately upon its
organization.

Attest :

JOSEPH I1. PAIST,
Assistant Clerk Select Council.

Mr. BARTHOLOMEW. Mr. President: 1
desire, in connection with this communi-
cation, if it be in order, to offer the follow-
ing resolution @

Resolved, That the invitation of Phila-
delphia to this Convention to hold its
permanent sessions in that city, be ae-
cepted, and that its councils be forthwith
notified hereof, and that the ¢ permanent
sessions” of the C'onvention will be held in
such hall in that eityas itsauthoriticsmay
provide for the purposc.

Mr. Karxu., I move that this Conven-
tion do now adjourn, to meet to-morrow
morning at ten o’cloek, and that that be
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the standing hour of meeting until other-
wise ordered.

The PrESIDENT. Thatmotion will have
to be divided. The motion to adjourn is
a simple motion, and nothing can be at-
tached to it.

Mr. Kaine. 1 move, then, that when
the Convention adjourns, it adjourns io
meet to-morrow morning at ten o’clock.

The motion of Mr. Kaine was not agreed
to. :

Mr. Cocuran. I hope that resolution
will not he pressed to an immediate vote,
bhut that time will be taken to consider it
hefore action is taken upon it. T thinkthis
hody is not prepared to decide that ques-
tion now, and without discussing it, or in-
dicating my own personal views upon the
subject. I movethatthefurther consider-
ation of the resolution be postponed forthe
present.

On the question of agreeing to the mo-
tion of Mr. Cochran, the yeas and nays
were called.

Mr. Kaine. T understand the question
is upon the motion to postpone the reso-
lution for the present, offered by the gen-
tleman on my left.

The PRESTDENT. Discussion is not in
order. Nothing is in order but to take the
vote. )

Mr., WmIte, (Indiana.) I move to
amend, by making the motion to postpone
indefinite, for the purpose of bringing
the matter before the Housefor discussion.

The PrEsipENT. Nothing is inorder
Bbut to take the vote.

On the question,

Will the Convention agree to the motion
of Mr. Cochran?

The yeas and nayswere required by Mr.
D. N. White and Mr. Stanton, and were as
follows, viz:

YEAS.

Messrs. Armstrong, Alricks, Achenbach,
Baer, Baily, (Perry,) Black, (Greene,)
Curtin, Cochran, Craig, Cronmiller, Dar-
lington, DeFrance, Elliott, Freeze, Fulton,
Funck, Hall, Hazzard, Hopkins, Howard,
Kaine, Lamberton, Lawrence, Landis,
M’Allister, M’Clean, M’Culloch, Mac-
Veagh, Mann, Mantor, Metzger, Minor,
Mott, Niles, Purman, Patterson, (Alle-
gheny,) Patterson, (Lancaster,) Porter,
Purviance, (Allegheny,) Purviance, (But-
ler,) Reynolds, James L., Reed, (Mitilin,)
Rooke, Runk, Russell, Smith, (Berks,)
Smith, (Lancaster,) Struthers, VanReed,
‘Walker, White, (Indiana,) White, David
N., Wherry and White, J. W. F.—54.
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NAYS.

Messrs. Ainey, Andrews, Bartholomew,
Black, (York,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,)
Baker, Bannan, Bardsley, Becbe, Biddle,
Bowman, Boyd, Brodhead, Broomall
Brown, Barclay, Campbell, Corbett, Carey,
Carter, Cassidy, Chureh, Clavik, Collins,
Corson, Curry, Cuyler, Davis, Dimmick:
Dodd, Dallas, Dunning, Ellis, Edwards,
Ewing, Fell, Finney, Gowen, Gilpin,
Guthrie, Hanna, Harvey, Hay, Hemp-
hill, Heverin, Horton, Hunsicker, Knight,
Lilly, Lear, Littleton, Long, M’Camant,
M’Connell, M'Murray, Newlin, Palmer,
H. W., Palmer, G. W., Parsons, Patton,
Pughe, Reynolds, S. H., Read, (Philadel-
phia,) Rhone, Ross, Smith, (Allegheny,)
Sharpe, Simpson, Stanton, Stewart, Tur-
rell, Woodward, Wetherill, (Philadel-
phia,) Wetherill, (Schuylkill,) Worrell
and Meredith, Prestdent.—77.

So the question was determined in the
negative.

The question then recurred on agreeing
to the resolution of Mr. Bartholomew.

Mr. Hoexixns. I move that this Con-
vention do now adjourn.

The motion was not agreed to.

Mr. WHITE, (Indiana.) I offer the fol-
lowing resolution upon this subject.

The PRESTDENT. A resolution isalready
before the House. The resolution will
now be again read.

The resolution of Mr. Bartholomew was
read by the Clerk.

Mr. Woopwarp. I would inquire of
the mover of this resolution what he means
by ¢ permanent sessions ” of this Conven-
tion? When are these “permanent ses-
sions” to commence? What does he
mean by that expression? Does he mean
that we are to take our hats and coats now
and march to Philadelphia, or does he
mean that we are to remove there at some
futuretime? The only defining words are
« permanent sessions.’”” This session is
just as permancnt as any we are to have.
I hope the gentleman will inform us what
he means by that resolution.

I wish to say that at the proper timo I
shall be decidedly in favor of adjourning
this Convention to meet in Philadelphia,
But I shall not be in favor of such an ad-
journment until the Convention shall have
appointed one or several committees for
the purpose of preparing amendments for
our future action. Those committees will
need considerable time in preparing the
amendments they will probably submit.
Meanwhile, the Convention will have no-
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thing to do. 1f the Convention should
take that course, which it seems likely to
do, I should move that, after appointing
one or more committees to refer to the
questions of amendment to the Constitu-
tion, this body should adjourn to meet
after the holidays in the city of Philadel-
phia, in such hall as the Councils might
provide for it. That, sir, would be a defi-
nite time for meeting in Philadelphia, for

when the next session isheld afteradjourn- -

ment it would be held there. But toadept
this resolution in its present praseology is
to resolve what I confess, for one, I cannot
comprehend. If the gentleman means
that we are now, instanter, to transfer the
sessions of this body to Philadelphia, I
am opposed to the resolution. But if it
be that after our work is apportioned to
appropriate committees this body is to ad-
journ to Philadelphia, I shall support the
resolution with great pleasure.

Mr. ALrIcKS. I move tostrike out all
after the word ¢“resolved,” and insert the
following: ¢That when this Convention
adjourn, it adjourn to meet in this place
to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.”

Mr. CuyreEr. I would inquire if that
amendment is in order—if it is germain to
the original resolution. The one provides
for the permanent sittings of the Conven-
tion in Philadelphia, and the other for a
temporary adjournment. '

The PreSIDENT. If the gentleman de-
sires it, the Chair will submit the question
to the House. W

On the question, will the Convention
agree to the amendment of Mr. Alricks?

The yeas and nays were required by Mr.
Hopkins and Mr. Alricks, and were as fol-
lows, viz:

YEAS.

Messrs. Alricks, Baer, Black, (York,)
Baily, (Perry,) Black, (Greene,) Bowman,
Church, Cochran, Cronmiller, Dimmick,
Dodd, De France, Elliott, Finney, Freeze,
Tulton, Funck, Hall, Hazzard, Hopkins,
Howard, Kaine, Lamberton, Lawrence,
Landis, M’Allister, M’Clean, M’Connell,
M’Culloch, M’Murray, MacVeagh, Mann,
Mantor, Metzger, Minor, Mott, -Niles, Pat-
terson, (Allegheny,) Patterson, (Lancas-

ter,) Porter, Purviance, (Allegheny,) Par~

vianee, (Butler,) Reynolds, James L.,
Reed, (Mifflin,) Rooke, Russell, Sharpe,
Smith, (Berks,) Smith, (Lancaster,) Stew-
art, Walker, White, (Indiana,) White,
David N., Woodward, Wherry and White,
J. W. F.—066.
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NAYS.

Messrs, Armstrong, Ainey, Andrews,
Addicks, Achenbach, Bartholomew, Bai-
ley,(Huntingdon,) Baker, Bannan, Bards-
ley, Beebe, Biddle,Boyd,Brodhead,Brown,
Broomall, Barclay, Curtin, Campbell, Cor-
bett, Carey, Carter, Cassidy, Clark, Collins,
Corson, Craig, Curry, Cuyler, Davis, Dal- -
las, Darlington, Dunning, Ellis, Edwards,
Twing, ¥Yell, Gowen, Gilpin, Guthrie,
Hanna, Harvey, Hay, Hemphill, Heverin,
Horton, Hunsicker, Knight, Lilly, Lear,
Littleton, Long, M’Camant, Newlin, Pur-
man, Palmer, H. W., Palmer, G. W., Par-
sons, Patton, Pughe, Reynolds, 8. H,,
Read, (Philadelphia,) Rhone, Ross, Runk,
Bmith, (Allegheny,) Simpson, Stanton,
Struthers, Turrell, Wetherill, (Philadel-
phia,) Wetherill, (Schuylkill,) Worrell
and Meredith, President—73.

So the question was determined in the
nogative.

The question recurred on agreeing tothe
resolution of Mr. Bartholomew.

Mr. MaGVEAGH. I move to amend, by
striking out all after the word “resolved,”
and inserting the following :

“That the communication be received,
and that it be taken into consideration
next Tuesday, the 19th instant, upon the
assembling of the Convention.”

1 desire simply to say in reference to,
and in elucidation of what Judge Wood-
ward stated partially, that whatever be

“the will of the Convention it will undoubt-

edly be carried out, and that in as brief a
time as possible. Just now it is utterly
impossible, as it seems to me, and I know
many othermembers think the same way,
to decide this matter without some further
organization of the Convention, and with-
out some further distribution of its labors,
and until we have an outline of what we
are to do, and possibly until we may ad-
journ a short time. Certainly next week
all that will be ascertained. The amend-
ment fixe§ a definite time, and withina
very brief time for the full consideration
of the matter, when the Convention will
be in possession of very much fuller in-
formation of the probable duration of its
gessions, and of the probability of its early
adjournment than itcan be now. Itseems
to me that this resolution decides the mat-
ter by “snap” judgment, as it were, for,
until we know what course the Conven-
tion will take in its business, we are not
in a condition to decide upon sitting any-
where. - Therefore what is the immediate
necessity for fixing a place for the perma-
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nent sessions of the Convention? If the
course Judge Woodward snggests is adopt-
cd, undoubtedly there will be no neces-
sity for permanent sessions after a weck
or ten days. It seems to me that inall
fairness to everybody, we will be fur better
prepored to decide upon the matter ina
week from now, or even less time after
the Convention has had a full view of
what will be the probable course of its bu-
siness. .

Mr. SiMprsoN. I move to amend the
amendment, by striking out the word
“ permanent,’” and inserting in lisu thersof
the words, “from and after the 9th day of
December next.”” That is, that from and
after the 9th day of December next, the
sessions of this Convention will be held in
Philadelphia.

The PresipeENT ruled the amendment
out of order.

Mr. WETHERILL (Philadelphia.) It
seems to me that it would be impossible
for usto fix any definite tiine. 'Wemay be
ready to adjournthis day week, or we may
be ready before. If this Convention will
simply accept the invitations of the coun-
cils of the city of Philadelphia, and fix the
time hereafter, it secms to me that will
cover the whole ground. I move you,
therefore, that the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Dauphin (Mr. Mae-
Veagh) be amended, by striking out all
after the word “resolved,” and insecrting
the following :

“That the invitation be aceepted, and
the time of adjournment thereto he herc-
after determined.”

Mr. WoopwaRD. Mr. President: Iet
me say that, in my humble opinion, this
whole discussion is premature. I do not
beliecve we are in a condition to decide
when we will go to Philadelphia, or where
we shall meet, until we have appointed
the comittees to do the work of this
body. Weare here, as I understand, for
the purpose of proposing amcendments to
the Constitution, to be submitted to the
people of Pennsylvania. Those amend-
ments must be carefully cousidered and
carcfully framed, and that can only be
done through committees. Those com-
mittees must have time to do their work
properly. There is no proposition, at pres-
ent, before this body for the appointment
of those committees, and until we shall
have appointed one committee—which I
believe would be the better way—or sev-
eral commiftees, to take up the subjects
we came here to Harrisburg to consider,
to prepare our amendments, I submit we
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are not in a condition to decide when or
where weshalladjournto. Itisourdutyto
tolay outour work and getit intothe hands
of the proper committees. When we shall
have done that, I hope the Convention
will adjourn for a time long enough to
cnable those committees to do their work
most carefully. A week, sir, is not long
cnough; nor is a month. And, in my
judgment, it would be a great mistake for
us to meet this side of the holidays when
we do adjourn, Then the Legislature will
be in session here, and obviously then will
be the time to aceept this polite invitation
from the city of Philadelphia. Now, it
seems to me that it would be the better
wiy to lay all these resolutions on the
table for the present, and address our-
selves to the question whether we shall
have one committee or several committecs
to consider these amendments. Let those
committees be appointed, then we will
consider when to adjourn, and whether we
shalladjourn toPhiladelphia. Ivery much
hope ample time will be given to these
comiittecs, and it cannot be given unless
we adjourn until after the holidays. I
drew uparesolution on thissubject, which
I do not mean to offer; but that it may
place the thought in my mind before the
convention, I will ask the Clerk to read it.
It expresses miy whole thought on the
subject. I ask that it may be read as a
part of my speech.

The resolution was read, as follows:

Be it resolved, That all the articles, sec-
tions and clauses of the Constitution of
Pennsylvania, including the schedule, to-
gether with all propositions that may be
submitted to the Convention for the altera-
tion or amendment of said Constitution,
be and the same are hereby referred to
a committee of —— members, to be ap-
pointed by the Chair, whereof the Presi-
dent of the Convention shall be chairman,
whose duty it shall be to consider, frame
and report such alterations and amend-
mentsof the said Constitution as they may
deem necessary and expedient. And to
enable the said committee the better to
prepare their report, the Convention, be-
fore considering any constitutional amend-
ment, will adjourn tomeet onthe —— day
of January, A. D. 1873, in the city of Phil-
adelphia, in such hall as the mayor and
councils of said city shall furnish, and the
report of the commiittee shall be submitted
to the Convention for its consideration, di-
recily the body re-assembles in pursuance
of such adjournment.
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Mr. BarTHOLOMEW. Mr. President: 1
desire to say that the adoption of the origi-
nal resolution, in my judgment, does not
interferc with the object which my friend
Judge Woodward desires to accomplish.
In the resolution I offered, time is care-
fully avoided. The time for the adjourn-
ment of this body and its re-assembling
in permanent session is not referred tos
but I thought it eminently proper when
the communieation was received {rom the
city of Philadelphia, making this offer,
that some action should be taken upon it,
that we should either accept or reject it,
and that theacceptance should besignified
to them that they might be enabled to
make such preparations as would neces-
sarily be involved in our adjournment oxr
removal from here to that city. Now I
take it that under that resolution all the
necessary business of this Convention can
be gone through with. It can be thor-
oughly accomplished, and then it is for
the Convention to say that they have so
completed their organization as to be
ready to adjourn for the purpose either of
re-assembling here or elsewhore. There
is no necessity for havingthe time inserted
in the resolution ; leave that for the future
action of the Convention. When they
have accomplished what they desire here,
have perfected their organization and got
into working trim, then they can adjourn
for the Convention to re-assemble in the
city of Philadelphia or here. That an ad-
journment over the holidnys is nceessary,
T think we all acquiesce in and agree to.

Now, Mr. President, I do think that the
resolution as offered was certainly offered,
not with any design for an immediate ad-
journment, but that the business of this
body should be gone into so far as to place
it in a condition to do the work devolving
upon it, to wit: By the appointment of its
committees, the committees to put it in
shape for effective operations, then for the
Conventionto fix the time., Now,the word
“permanent” is used in that resolution.
My friend objects to the word. I thinkit
is proper, for when we refer to the act we
find that we are to assemble here at Har-
risburg, that we are here to organize, and
that the power is vested in us to adjourn
at such time and to such place as we may
deem proper. It certainly uses language
conveying atleastthe ideato the mind that
this is not to be our permanecnt location,
because the Legislature no doubt contem-
plated the fact, which is a fact, that the
lLegislature is to assemble in these halls,
and that it is to be occupicd, so that it
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would be impossible for us to be in session
at one and the samoc time. Therefore, 1
take it that we have yef to fix the perma-
nent place for the working of this Conven-
tion—that this is not its permanent loca-
tion, that that is not yet decided upon. It
seems to me that the language of the reso-
lution is proper. AsT said before, it does
not interfere with the business of the Con-
vention. We have thiscommunication laid
before us, and why not act uponit? Cer-
tainly it is no more than courtesy, and no
more than right, that we should give it
immediate action, such as its generosity
and liberality demands of us. It was in
this spirit T offered the resolution, and I
hope it will be acted upon before the ad-
journment of this body.

Mr. D. N. Wurre., Mr., President: 1
hope this resolution will not be pressed
upon us to-day. We gentlemen who live
in the far west want time to think about
this. We do not want to be driven into
measure of this kind, which affects us so
seriously. Besides I am informed the
couneils of the city of Pittsburg have
passed a similar resolution, which will
probably be here to-morrow. Lot us wait
and have that here before we jump so
hastily to a conelusion in this matter. It
may be, and I suppose we are, in the
hands of those in favor of going to Phila-
delphia; that is very evident. But do
not hurry us gentlemen ; give us time to
think about it. Yon require usto go one
hundred miles further from our homes,
put us to more expense, more time is lost
to us, and 1 liope the Convention will not
hurry this matter. There can be no harm
in letting it lie over a day or two until we
can think about it and look over the
ground. T hope, therefore, the resolution
will not be adopted.

Mr, LanxDrs. Mr. Speaker: Imoveyou
that the further consideration of this sub-
ject be indefinitely postponed.

The motion of Mr. Landis wasnotagreed
to.

Mr. DARLINGTON. Mr. Speaker: Tam
decidedly in favor of removing from this
place, because it is perfectly apparent we
cannot get through here in time for the
Legislature to ocecupy these halls. Noman,
who has thought at all upon this subject,
I presume, supposes we can perform our
duty in that tiine. We must provide an-
other place. 'That place, I think, in the
minds of 2 majority of the Convention,
manifestly is Philadelphia. T shall vote
for it. T shall vote for accepting the invi-
tation of the councils of the city of Phiia-
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delphia, with a modification, to wit: That
not the city, but the State, shall pay the
cxpense, which I propose to vote for at the
proper time. But, sir, I would also have
a committee appointed. I accept the idea
of my friend (Judge Woodward) to some
cxtent, that a committee of this Conven-
tion be appointed, who shall inquire into
the matter, visit the city of Philadelphia,
and, in concert with the councils, decide
upon a proper place and a proper time.
This also should be done early, because it
would take sometime to-fitup a hall. But
we are not yet organized. Our organiza-
tion is not yet completed. 'We require a
Chief Clerk or a Secretary to be elected.
We ought also to further inquire what
other officers, if any, are necessary to dis-
charge the duties appertaining to this
body. In order that we may get at the
proper business of to-day, to wit: The
clection of a Secretary, and the appoint-
ment of a committee to ascertain what
other officers we should have beside,
I move to postpone the further considera-
tion of the resolution and its amend-
ments for the present.

Mr. GowEN. Mr. President: I would
suggest the following as an amendment to
the original resolution, and I think, from
what I have heard in this hall, it will meet
with the views of a large number of the
delegates: Strike out all after the word
“resolved ” and insert the following :

¢#That the invitation of the councils of
the city of Philadelphia be accepted, and
that all the sessions of this body, after
January 1, 1873, be held in that city.”

Mr. WETHERILL (Philadelphia) with-
drew his amendment.

Mr. . W. SmiTH. Mr. President: The
organization of the Convention is provided
for in the third section of the act of April
11, 1872, and it authorizes the election
of one of their number as President, and,
after the members are sworn in, such other
officers as may be needed in the transac-
tion of its business. That provision of the
section has not yet been fully complied
with; and 1 submit that the paper pre-
sented to the Convention by the councils of
the city of Philadelphia,and the resolutions
that followed, are entirely out of order, and
that the Convention must be fully organ-
ized under the third section of the act of
Assemibly before anything of that kind
can be done, or before the Convention can
proceed to business. Now, after providing
for the meeting of the Convention on this
day, and the reading of the proclamation
of the Governor, it is provided that, “there-

upon said Convention shall proeceed to or-
eganize by electing ofe of their number a«
President, and, after the members are
sworn in, such other officers as may be
needed in the transaction of business.”

Now, I do contend, under this law, the
plain letter of the law and the spirit of it,
that the Convention can do no business
until they are fully organized, as provided
Ly this third section of the law, and that
the reception of the paper, and the resolu-
tion and amendments following, are on-
tirely out of order. 'We are scarcely warm
in our seats before an attempt is made to
takethis Conventionto Philadelphia, when
there are other places that are equally de-
sirable, where the same or better accom-
modationscan behad. Letusorganizethe
Convention fully, and let something be
done, as has been suggested by Judge
Woodward, and proceed as far as we can,
and then, if the majority of the Conven-
tion decide in favor of going to Philadel-
phia, we can go there.

The PrESIDENT. Does the gentleman
submit that as a question of order?

Mr. H. W. SmrrH. Ido.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will submit
that question tothe Convention. The ques-
tion now is, is any other business in order
except the election of a Clerkand officers?

On the guestion, is the point of order
well taken?

The yeas and nays were required by Mr.
Smith (Berks) and Mr. MacVeagh, and
were as follow, viz:

YEAS.

Messrs. Alricks, Achenbach, Baily, (Per-
ry,) Beebe, Bowman, Broomall, Barclay,
Church, Craig, Dimmick, Darlington, De
France, Dunning, Elliott, Fell, Finney,
F¥reeze, Fulton, Funck, Guthrie, Hazzard,
Hopkins, Howard, Kaine, Lamberton,
Lawrence, Landis, M’Culloch, M'Murray,
MacVeagh, Metzger, Mott, Niles, Patter-
son, (Allegheny,) Patterson, (Lancaster,)
Purviance, (Butler,) Reynolds, James L.,
Rooke, Russell, Sharpe, Smith, (Berks,)
Stewart, Struthers, Van Reed, Woodward,
Wetherill, (Schuylkill,) Wherry and
‘White, J. W. F.—48,

NAYS.

Moessrs. Armstrong, Ainey, Andrews,Ad-
dicks, Bartholomew, Baer, Black, (York,)
Bailey, (Huntingdon,) DBaker, Bannan,
Bardsley, Biddle, Black, (Greene,) Boyd,
Brodhead, Brown, Curtin, Campbell, Cor-
bett, Carey, Carter, Cassidy, Clark, Coch-
ran, Collins, Corson, Cronmiller, Curry,
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Cuyler, Davis, Dodd, Dallas, Ellis, Fd-
wards, Ewing, Gogen, Gilpin, Hall,
Hanna,” Harvey, Hay, Hemphill, Ifev-
erin, Horton, Hunsicker, Knight, Lilly,
Lear, Littleton, Long, M’Allister, M’Cam-
ant, M’Clean, M’Connell, Mann, Mantor,
Minor, Newlin, Purman, Palmer, H. W,
Palmer, G. W., Parsons, Patton, Porter,
Pughe, Purviance, (Allegheny,) Rey-
nolds, S. H., Read, (Philadelphia,) Reed,
(Mifflin,) Rhone, Ross, Runls Simpson,
Smith, (Allegheny,) Smith, (Lancaster,)
Stanton, Turrell, Walker, White, (Indi-
ana,) White, David N., Wetherill, (Phila-
delphia,) Worrelland Meredith, President
—83.

So the question was determined in the
negative.

The question recurring on the amend-

ment offered by Mr. MacVeagh,
- Mr. TURRELL moved toamend the same,
by striking out the words proposed to be
ingerted, and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Resolved, That the invitation of Phila-
delphia to hold our sessions in that city be
accepted, and that upon information that
a suitable hall is in readiness, this Conven-
tion will appoint a committee to examine
the same, and report thereon to this body,
and upon such report the Convention will
then determine the time or date of remo-
val thither, and. notify the authorities of
Philadelphia accordingly.

Mr. J. R. REaD. Mr. President: It is
unnecessary for me to say that I am in fa-
vor of the resolution offered by my friend
from Schuylkill (Mr. Bartholomew.) It
oceurs to me that the passage of all these
amendments is only postponing a decision
that had better be made now. -It occurs
to me, that as a matter of courtesy, we
should accept or decline the invitation of
the municipal authorities of Philadelphia.
I understand that the amendment offered
leaves the time of adjournment entirely
in the hands of the Convention, and I con-
cede that that is the proper place for it to be,
Ican hardly agree in some views expressed
by gentlemen of the Convention, that it
is necessary for. us to name the time. It
may not be necessary for us to remain here
until the first of Janunary. The guestion
of its permanent sessions is one that the
Convention can decide at any time; and
as that power is 8o entirely in the hands of
this Convention, I see no impropriety in
coming to a vote upon the question of ac-
cepting or refusing the invitation of the
councils of Philadelphia.

Mr. JorN PRIcE WETHERILL. Mr.
President : It seems to me this resolution
is rather indefinite, and that it would re.
quire a considerable amount of time, as
well as a considerable sum: of money,
to place a suitable hall in readiness for
a committee t0 say whether they will
take it or not, and therefore it is rather an
indefinite resolution. My idea is, that if
this Convention see fit, a committee should
be appointed to meet with a like commit-
tee from Philadelphia, and they together
select a suitable hall. The city of Phila-
delphia has agreed to place that hallina
condition that will be entirely acceptable
to every member of this Convention, they
paying the cost of the same. It seems to
me if we simply aecept the invitation, and
fix the time, that we will, after the first
of January, hold our meectings in Phila-
delphia. The councils of Philadelphia
will have ample time to prepare the hall,
and there will be no more trouble about
it. It seems to me the amendment of the
gentleman from Philadelphia covers the
whole ground; therefore, I withdrew my
amendment to give room for his.

Mr. MACVEAGH. Mr. President: This
question ought not to be put upon the
ground of the courtesy due to the councils
of Philadelphia, for courtesy does not re-
quire an immediate answer; and at least
that courtesy would be equally due to the
Councils of the city of Pittsburg, to wait
for the reception of their invitation before
we formally close upon the proposition;
and it seems to me equally due to the au-
thorities of this city, who have been pre-
paring themselves to make a proposition
of this character to the Convention. No-
thing of that kind was expected to be de-
cided to-day, I venture to say, by a very
large majority of this Convention, and it
is, therefore, it seems to me, not acting
with special courtesy to Philadelphia, but
with a lack of it to other places. While it
is defensible, perhaps, upon other grounds,
I do not think it is upon the ground of
courtesy, without affording the city of
Harrishurg and other cities mentioned, an
opportunity to present communications
upon the subject.

Mr. TurRRELL’S amendment to the
amendment of Mr. MacVeagh was not
agreed to.

The amendment proposed by Mr. Gowen
was then offered as an amendment to the
amendment of Mr. MacVeagh, and read
as follows:

Resolved, That the invitation of the

_councils of Philadelphia be accepted, and
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after the first day of meuary, 187 be
held in the city of Philadelphia. .

The amendment of Mr. Gowen was
agreed to, and the amendment of Mr.
MacVeagh as amended was agreed to.

Mr. D. W. PaTrrrsoN. I had hoped,
Mr. President, to have avoided saying
anything upon this question ; but now,
on its final motion, I would beg to say
that I had hoped this Convention had mel

for the vurnose of 1\nrﬂ\rm1nn the duties

40T e purpose of periormihg e dulles

imposed upon it, and that in the most ex-
peditious way. I bad hoped that the
member from Sehuylkill would have
answered some of those very practical
questions put to him by the honorable
gentleman from Philadelphia, which were
certalnly wise suggestions, it seems tome,
for promoting the organization of this
Convention and facilitating its work. I
did not hear any very intelligent answer
to those guestions put to the original
mover of that resolution. I do not think
any intelligent answer can be made to
them, because certainly the resolution
offered by that gentleman was inconsist-
ent with itself. No member has denied
but what we are in our permanent sittings
now, and will be to-morrow, just as much
as at any time, and therefore the original
resolution was inconsistent with itself.
But I see the thing is fixed, Mr. Presi-

dant nnd wn nra nnt ta odvae tho pityvy of
ey, anG WOC 4re nul W give ad oy o4

Harrisburg or the city of Pittsburg any
opportunity of making the same very
kind invitation which the city of Phila-
delphia made to this Convention. It is
certainly a very kind invitation; and I
know a great many of the gentlemen
there, as well as many gentlemen who
are in this Convention, and I am certainly
very much obliged to them for that invi-
tation.

But I am astonished--no, I am not as-
tonished—but I will say, Mr. President,
that I have seen to-day in this Convention
what I apprehend no members of this
Convention haveever seen before; I have
seen a united vote by every gentleman re-
siding in the eity of Philadelphia or its
surroundings. It is a strong team to get
over; but it is something, I apprehend,
that we will never see again after this
question is settled.

It might be that in this (‘onventlon. af-
ter we deliberate coolly, and perfect our
reports, we might have, probably, a united
vote from that section, but I think it.is

hia!

vote agam as has been glven here: this
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rise to protest against it so far as I am able,

for the reason that I believe it will prolong
the sessionsof this Convention ; fortherea-
son that I believe the business of this Con-
vention will not be so well digested and
so well considered.

The last Convention, of which you, Mr.
President, had the honor of heing a mem-
ber, adjourned from this place to Philadel-
phia, and I heard many of your colleagues

aaxr that it wwog writh tha ewantacs A3 m,. 14 <
BAY LOAL IL WaB Wild 148 greaiesy Giimcuivy

that they could at any time get a full house;
that their Philadelphia friends were so
good, and kind, and friendly, and wined
them and dined them every day, that ma-
ny of them were totally unfit for business.
[Laughter.] Now, while I admire their
kindness and humanity, I don’t want to
put myself in the way of temptation. You
know there is an old prayer, ¢ Lead us not
into temptation,”” and I believe every

moamhar af thie Oanvoantion will work ingt
MOeMOCY O1 (RIS LonVEniion wiii Worxk just

twice as much in Harrisburg as in Phila-
delphia. Such has been the experience of
many experienced men in reference to lag-
islation.

Now, my friend from Chester (Mr. Dar-
lington) said he was in favor of going
away from Harrisburg because it was
manifest that we could not finish our
business in this place. Why is that so
manifest to my friend or any other gentle-

man? We have a library room up here

€ a liprary roomm up aere,

105 feet by 55, light, pleasant, comfortable,
sufficient to hold every member of this
Convention. We have the books of the
library there—the machinery by which
we do our business right at hand; and
the city of Harrisburg proposes to fix that
room up at its own expense for this Con-
vention. Why should we go to the ex-
pense of having a hall in Philadelphia ?—,
because I have heard nothing in regard to
the rnvmpnf for a hall exopnf one word
fmm my friend from the city, and he got
over it very quickly. He said that the
councils had proposed to furnish a hall
and pay for it. Those were the only
words I heard abount payment.

Now, Mr. President, when we have this
hall here better in order, acoustics and
comfort, than any hall—notwithstanding
the greatness of Philadelphia—they can
produce there, why should we make this.
effort to remove this Convention away
from. this place, where we are all removed
from our business, with nothing to do but
attend to the legitimate duties of this

Convention? I fl—nnlz our friends whoe

have voted for this resolution, or desxgn
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to vote forit, have the power to adjourn
to Philadelphia at any time they see
proper. Why is this pressed upon us now
before the Convention is organized, and
hefore we have any committees? If we
were organized and had our committees
woe could very properly meet and consult
about it. But why they insist upon this
now I cannot imagine, unless it is to get
clear of work.

For one, I protest against it. I am in
favor of sitting here until the Legislature
mects, and then I am in favor of having a
fair econsultation upon the propricty of
oceupying the library hall for the meet-
ingsof this Convention. I challenge mermn-
bers to say, atter eonsuiting the members
of the Convention of 1837-8, whether they
will not discharge their duties and get
home three, or four or five months carlier
it they stay in Harrisburg thawn if they go
to Philadelphia. I have not conversed
with you, Mr. President, but I have con-
versed with a number of the members of
that Convention, and they expressed re-
eret that they went to Philadelphia, at
least men who werc actively engaged in
business and wanted to be at homne to at-
tend to their dutiesthere, and at the same
time to be present in the Convention and
represent their constitueuts faithfully
there. Now, you know, Mr. President,
that that Convention sat nine months and
cighteen days from the time they com-
menced until they adjourned. I think
they did adjourn about a month or a
month and a half at one time, but the
most of that time the members spent in
Philadelphia, notwithstanding that ad-

_journment.

Now, I hope to see this Convention go to
work and do all the business required in
the period of three or four months. The

‘. eommitiees can take up the business dele-
wated to them, and if they can do it at all,
they can do it in that time, unless we ad-

ourn to a place where a large proportion
of the members of those eommittees will
‘he at home in the midst of their business,
.and will not attend upon those committees
much of the time they are in session.
-And that is another danger in adjourning
‘to the city of Philadelphia. I know it
from experience. Their business and
ithir homes are right where their public
duties are. You will often, not desirously,
but from eompulsion, attend to your in-
+d'vidual duties before you attenad to your
public ones. Look atthe mass of repre-
sentatives from that city. If they attend

i*o their individual duties—as I hope they
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will not if we have to adjourn there—
many of the eomunittees will be without
a quorum, and it will prolong the sittings
of this Convention, and retard everything
in relation to it.

But I see there is no remedy. I see the
die is cast. But I want to raise my voice
against a removal from the eity of Harris-
burg, either now or at any other time, if
we want to perform the duties of this
Convention in the most expeditious man-
ner.

On agreeing to the resolutionas amended
the yeas and nays were_ required by Mr.
Patterson {(Laneaster) and Mr. D. N,
‘White, and were as follow, viz:

YEAS.
Messrs. Armstrong, Ainey, Andrews,
Addicks, Bartholomew, Baer, Black,

(York,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Baker,
Bannan, Bardsley, Beebe, Biddle, Black,
(Greene,) Bowman, Boyd, Brodhead,
Broomall, Brown, Barelay, Curtin, Camp-
bell, Corbett, Carey, Carter, Cossidy,
Chureh, Clark, Collins, Corson, Cronmil-
ler, Carry, Cuyler, Davis, Dodd, Dallas.
Darlington, Ellis, Iidwards, Llliott,
Ewing, Fell, Finney, Frecze, Gowen, Gil-
pin, Guthrie, Hall, Hanna, Harvey, Ilay.
Hemphill, Heverin, Horton, Hunsicker,
Knight, Lilly, Londis, Lear, Littleton,
Long, M’'Camant, MaeConnell, M’ Murray.,
Mantor, Minor, Mott, Newlin, Puriman,
Palmer, . W., Palmer, G. W., Parsons,
Patterson, (Allegheny,} Patton, Perter,
Pughe, Reynolds, 8. II., Read, (Philadel-
phia,) Rhone, Rooke, Ross, Runk, Smith,
{ Allegheny,) Sharpe, Simpson, Stanton,
Stewart, Turrell, Woodward, Wetherill,
(Philadelphia,) Wetherill, (Schaylkill,)
Worrell and Meredith President—93.
NAYXYS.

Moessrs. Alrieks, Achenbach, Baily, {Per-
ry,) Cochran, Craig, De ¥ranee, Fulton,
Tunck, Hazzard, Hopkins, Howard,
Kaine, Lamberton, Lawrence, M’ Allister,
M’Clean, M’Culloch, MacVeagh, Manu,
Metzger, Niles, Patterson, (Lancaster,)
Purviance, (Allegheny, ) Purvianee, (But-
ler,) Reynolds, James L., Reed, (Miftlin,}
Russell, Smith, (Berks,) Smith, (Lancas-
ter,) Struthers, Van Reed, Walker, White,
(Indiana,) White, David N., Wherry and
‘White, J. W. I'.—36.

So the guestion was determined in the
affirmative.

NUMBER AND COMPENSATION OF OFFI-
CERS,.

Mr. MacVEAGH offered the following

resolution, which was twice read:
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Resolved, That a committee of nine be
appointed to consider and report to the
Convention what other officers are neces-
sary to transact the business of the Con-
vention, and what compensation it is
proper for them to receive.

Mr. GowEN moved to amend, by strik-
ing out all after the word ‘resolved,’”” and
inserting the following:

“That the President appoint a com-
mittee of ten, of which he shall be one,
and be the chairman, to reportthe designa-
tionand number of such officersas in their
opinion are needed in the transaction of
the business of the Convention, and to re-
port the names of persons to fill such offi-
«es, with the amounts of the respective
salaries to be paid to each.

Mr. GowEN. Mr. President: I desire it
to be understood, if my amendment is
adopted, that I desire to be excused from
serving on the committee.,

Mr. MACVEAGH. Mr.
course the Convention thoroughly under-
stands the difference. This amendment
refers to a committee the duty of nomi-
nating officers, which I think belongs to
the Convention as a body. I think itis
an undesirable duty to impose upon a
committee, and ceriainly one that the
Convention ought to reserve to itself. It
wzets us into a needless trouble, What we
want, I think, is to ascertain what officers
are neeessary and what salaries should be

President : Of
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allowed them; then if the Convention
accepts it, we go into nominations to fill
the places. But to ask a committee to
go out in that way and name the gentle-
men to fill these places, I think is taking
the duty from the Convention to which it
properly belongs, and referring it to a
cominittee, Therefore I trust inost sin-
cerely that the amendment will be voted
down.

The amendment was not agreed to.

The original resolution was then agreed
to, and the President appointed Messrs.
MacVeagh, Black, (York,) Armstrong,
Hopkins, White, (Indiana,) Kaine, Dim-
mick, Alricks and Stanton as the eom-
inittee. ’

HOUR OF MEETING,

Mr. LAMBERTON moved that when this
Convention adjourns, it will adjourn to
meet to-morrow morning at ten o’clock.

The motion was agreed to.

NOMINATION OF CHIEF CLERK.

Mr. AiNey offered the following reso-
lution, which was read :

Resolved, That we do now proceed to
nominate candidates for Chief Clerk or
the Convention.

On the question, shiall the resolution be
read the second time ?

It was determined in the negative.

On motion of Mr. Woodward, the Presi-
dent adjourned the Convention until to-
morrow morning at ten o’clock.
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SECOND DAY.

WEDNESDAY, November 13, 1872.

The Convention met at ten o’clock A.
M., pursuant to adjournment, and was
called to order by the President, William
M. Mevredith.

PRRAYER.

Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. T. H.
Robinson, pastor of the First Presbyterian
chuarch of Harrisburg, as follows :

Holy and ever blessed God, we come to
Thy presence with holy reverenee. Thou
art all in all, the great and glorious God ;
we are Thy creatures and subjects. We
bless Thee, O, God, that Thou has permit-
ted us to draw near to Thee through Jesus
Christ, 'Thy dear son, and praise Thee for
Thy unnumbered mercies, and we invoke
upon us Thy benediction ; Thou art the
God of all graceand strength ; upon these,
Thy scrvants, this day, great God, bestow
wisdom, that in all they do and think,
they may be guided by Thy spirit which
comethdown fromabove; filltheir hearts,
we pray Thee, with love, and wilt Thou
fill their minds with intelligence; give
them broad, clear and comprehensive
views of all the duties they have to do,
and so wilt Thou direct them that Thy
namnie shall be glorified and the welfare of
this Commonwealth subserved, and unto
Thy name, through Jesus Christ, we will
give credit and everlasting glory. Amen.
" The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings
was read and approved.

ADMINISTERING OATH OF OFTICE.

Mr. CocHRaN. Mr. President: I re-
speetfully announce the presence of John
Gibson, Esq., delegate fromthe Twentieth
Senatorial district, who wasnof present at
the meeting of the Convention yesterday,
and ask that the oath of office be adminis-
tered to hiin.

The PRESIDENT. Mr. Gibson will please

_como forward. If there are any other

o

members present who desire to have the
oath of office administered to them they

“will please'come forward also.

Mr. KAiNE. Mr. President : T imagine
this oath will have to be administered by
the Secretary of the Commonwealth, in

aecordance with the resolution passed yes-
terday.

The PresipENT. If the House is of
that opinion it will be necessary to take
an appeal from the decision of the Chair.
The Cbair does not conceive that the Sec-
retary of the Commonwealth has any
funetions here whatever.

Mr. Joux GimsoxN then presented him-
self in front of the Clerk’s desk, and the
oath of office was administered to him by
the President.

Mr. WoobwARrD. Mr. President : The
Convention yesterday referred to a com-
mittee of the delegates at large, who were
elected by a certain class of voters, the
question that hasarisen in the Third Sena-
torial distriet of the city of Philadelphia.
I now present the report of those dele-
gates, and ask that it be read.

The report was read as follows :

To the Constitutional Convention of Pean-
sylvania :

The undersigned, the committee to
whomn was referred the claims of Benja-
min L. Temple and Rufus E. Shapley,
respectively, to a seat in this Convention,
from the Third Senatorial distriet, re-
spectfully report: That having examined
the returns and accompanying doeuments
submitted to them, and having heard the
statements of the parties interested, they
ofter the following:

Resolved, That Benjamin T.. Temple is
prima facie entitled to a seat in this Con-
vention from the Third Senatorial distriet,
without prejudice to the right of Rufus
E. Shapley to contest.

(Nigned)  GEO. W, WOODWARD,

SAML . REYNOLDS,
R. A. LAMBERTON,
FRANKLIN B. GOWEN,
GEO. M. DALLAS,

WM. 1. CORBETT,

S. C.T. DODD,

JAMES ELLIS,

J. 8. BLACK,

A. G. CURTIN,
ANDREW A. PURMAN,
JOHN H. CAMPBELL,,
WM. J. BAER.
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On motion of Mr. Woodward the repori
and the resolution were adopted.

Mr. Benjamin L. Temple then came
forward, and the oath of office was ad-
ministered to him by the President.
COMMUNICATION FROM COUNCILS OF

PITTSBURG.

Mr. D. N. WHITE. Mr. President: I
hold in’ my hand a communiecation from
the city of Pittsburg, which I desire
to have read.

The communication was read as fol-
lows:

PITTSBURG, Nov. 12, 1872,

At a meeting of the select and common
councils, held November 11, 1872, the fol-
lowing resolutions were read three times
and finally passed :

Resolved, By the select and common
coundils of the city of Pittsburg, that the
delegates to the Constitutional Conven-
tion, from Allegheny county, beand they
are hereby requested and authorized
to extend an invitation to that body to
hold its sessions, or any portion of them,
in the city of Pittsburg.

Resolved, That in the event of the
acceptance of this invitation by the Con-
stitutional Convention, the committee on
¢ity property be direeted to make ar-
rangements for a-hall in which the Con-
vention may hold its sessions, and for the
proper eommittee rooms for the use of the

delegates.
From the record.
Atlest
‘ E. 8. MONNON,
Clerk.
Mr. DamruixgTON. I move that the

thanks of this Convention be returned to
the councils of the city of thtsburu for
their generous offer.

Mr. MsacVEAGH. And that the offer
be entered on the Journal.

Mr. DarLiNGgTON. Yes, and entered
on the Journal.

The PRESIDENT.
the Journal.

Mr. MANN. I would ask if it be in or-
der to moeve that after the first day of
February, this Convention will meet in
Pittsburg ?

The PRESIDENT.
make that motion ?

Mr. Maxn. If in order, I would like
to make that motion.

Mr. GowEN. Imove toamend the reso-
Iution, by inserting after the word “re-
solved,” the following:

“That the thanks of the Convention be
tendered to the eity of Pittsburg, with the

It will be entered on

Does the gentleman

regret of the Convention that the previous
acceptance of an invitation from the city
of Philadelphia precludesits acceptance.”

Mr. MANN. With all due deference ta
my friend, I submit that his amendment
is not true in point of fact. I take it that
because, as a matter of compliment to the
village of Philadelphia, we agreed to meet
in that place, in January, it does not pre-
clude us, after paying our respects to
them, from going in February to the city
of Pittsburg ; so that in point of fact his
amendment is not true.

Mr. GowEeN. The resolution as adopted,
isto thiseffect: That all the sessions of this
Convention held afterthe first of January
shall be held in Philadelphia. Now, I
take it, that according to parliamentary
usage, no resolution can be offered affect-~
ing that without first 1e-con31dermw that
resolutlon

The PRESIDENT. The Clerk will read
the resolution adopted yesterday.

The Clerk read as follows:

Resolved, That the invitation of the
councils of the city of Philadelphia be ac-
cepted, and that all the sessions of this
Convention, after the first day of January,
A. D. 1878, be held in the eity of Phila-
delphia.

The PRESIDENT. The motion to amend
is therefore not in order. The question
is on the origingl motion, that the thanks
of the Convention be returned to the coun-
cils of the city of Pittsburg for their gen-
erous offer and invitation,

The motion was carried.

NUMBER AND COMPENSATION OF OFFI-
CERS.

Mr. MacVeaGH, from the seleet eom-
mittee upon the subjeet, made report,
which was read as follows:

The eommittee appmpted to congider
andsreport-ty this Convention what other
officers are necessary to transaet its busi-
ness,and what ecompensation it is proper
for them to reeeive, beg leave to report
that they have given as mature delibera-
tion a8 the adjournment of the Conven-
tion permitted to the subjeet commitied
to them, and they are unanimously of
opinion that the following list of officers
embraces all that are neeessary to transact
the business of this Convention, and the
sums set opposite their respective names
represent the eompensation it would be
properfor them to receive for their services
during the sessions of this Convention:
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Cme Chief Clerk...ooicvevevciiireninnenen 31,500 Mr. MaxNN. Mr. President: I move the
One First Assistant Clerk. . 1,200 adoption of the report.
One Second Assistant Clerk............ 1,200 The PRESIDENT. Let the motion be in
Two Transcribing Clerks, who shall the form of a resolution.
be designated to act as clerks to Mr. Harry Wurrgoffered thefollowing
committees, by the Chietf Clerk, resolution, which was twice read and
as occasion demands, or to per- adopted :
form any other elerical services Resolved, That the foregoing report of
reqguired, each.. erriverseremeees 1,000 the Commiftee be adopted by this Con-
Gue &crgeant-at—Axms. [ . 850 vention.
(:ne Assistant Sergeant-mt—Auns 6 00 RESOLUTION OF THANKS.
2)22, ngzt{iiet;p‘]a;obz-k eOpL g g?) Mr. MALLISTER offered the following
Ono Postmaster... 8 00 resolution, which was twice read aned

One  Assistant Postmastel, w ]10
shall also act as Messengor.......... 6 00

And the Chief Clerk shall be anthorized
to appoint one Fireman, at $3 50 per day;
two Janitors, at §3 00 per day, each; and
tive Pages, at $1 50 per day, while actually
engaged in the discharge of their duties.

Your committee endeavored to restrict
the number of officers to the narrowest
limits compatible with the prompt and effi-
cient discharge of the duties of the Con-
vention, and to assign only such compon-
sation as would be a reasonable payment
for attention and industry in the offices
designated. In considering these ques-
tions the committee had, as the Conven-
tion knows, the advantage of the experi-
ence of several of its members in the legis-
{ative bodies of the Statc and nation, and
they believe they were thus enahled to
secure that effieleney, with economy,
which they felt sure the Convention de-
sired to attain.

Upon the subjeet of its procecdings, the
committee beg leave to report, as its opin-
ion, that its proceedings should be aceu-
rately reported and printed for distribu-
tion among the people; but whether this
end would he more economically attained
by a contract embracing the reporting and
the printing,'or by separatc eontracts for

" these purposes, this eomimittec is not pre-

pared, at present, to decide; but recom.
mends either that the entire subject be
re-committed 1o it, or, what would perhaps
be better, the appointment of a new com-
mittee on the subject.
(Signed) WAYXYNE MACVEAGH,
J. 8. BLACK,
WM. HOPKINS,
D. KAINE,
HAMILTON ALRICKS,
HARRY WHITE,
M. HALL STANTON,
WM. H. ARMSTRONG,
SAMUEL E. DIMMICK.

adepted. :

Resolved, That the report of Franeis Jor-
dan, Seeretary of the Commonwealth, be
acceeptedand approved,andthat the thanks
of the Convention are hereby tendered to
him for the faithful and satisfactory man-
ner in which he has performed the duties
devolved upon him by the act of the 11th
day of April, 1872

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

Mr. GowEx offered the following resolu-
tion, which was twice read:

Rcsal’ued That the Prosident appoint a
committee of ten,of which he shall be one
and the chairman, to report the names ot
proper persons to fill the permanent
offices of this Convention.

Mr. GoweN. I offer that resolution for
the purpose, at the very outset of the de-
liberations of this Convention, of exclud-
ing froan these halls anything like a par-
tizan seramble for office. I read in the
Harrisburg papers of this morning that
the officers to preside over this body have:
been selected by a portion of its members
without consultation with the others. L
think it is beneath the dignity of a reforn
Clonvention to permit any petson engaged
in o scramble for office: to apply for a cau-
cus nomination for office in the Conven-
vention. I think the design of those who
voted in favor of calling this Convention.
wasto exclude partizanship from its de-
liberations. I therefore ask that this Con-
vention shall agrec to the appointinent off
a committee of ten,of which the Presi-
dent shall be chairman, to select the sev-
eral gentlemen who shall preside over the
deliberations of this body without regardi
to any other qualification than that of tit-
ness for the position. I trustthe Conven-
tion will adopt the resolution.

Mr. LiuLy moved to amend, by strik-
ing out all after the word “resolved,””
and inserting the following:

«Phat this Cemventien proceed to the
nominationandelection of a Chief Clerk.””
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Mr. M’ALLISTER. Mr. President: I
Liope this amendment will not pass. I
¢oncur most heartily in the spirit of the
resolution. It is beneath the dignity of
this body assembled here to establish the
organic law, to succumb to any man or
party of menoutsidethe Convention itself.
I have read with surprise this morning,
also, the distribution of the offices which
we appointed a committee last evening to
create. I do hope that we will take
measures for the appointment of these
~fficers within ourselves, and how ean we
do it better than by the appointment of a
committee ? The mode of appointing that
commniittec is not indicated, but let it be
appointed as committees are ordinarily
appointed in this Convention. Who ecan
complain of that? Surely it will be done
in fairness; surely the offices will be dis-
tributed aright, and the committee should
bhe appointed to inquire into the qualifica~
tion of the persons. It is by merit they
are to be distributed to those who can
perform their duties best. Let the eom-
mittee take that into consideration. Xet
nominations be made as many as yow
please, and let the eommittee select from
those nominations. I hope this amend-
anent will net be adopted, and that the
original resolutien will be passed.

Mr. WoobwWARD. Mr, President: Irise
tosupport the resolution of my friend from
Philadelphia,and Iconeurinwhathasbeen
saldinsupportoefthat resolution. Mr. Pres-
ident, ifIread aright the legislationthatled
to the convening of this body, and the pub-
licopinion which ealled it into existence, it
wwvas that the fundamental law of Pennsyl-
vania should be revised without the slight-
st reference to the partisan politics of the
elay. 1believe that was the general desire
of tho people of Pennsylvania. They sent
us here for that purpose. How a portion
of this body has been impressed with that
sentiment was shown by the fact that
when the time came for the election of a
presiding officer no other name was offered
in competition with that of the distin-
guished gentleman who presides over our
deliberations. By common consent he
was accepted without a dissenting vote,
and without the suggestion of any other
name. Now, that seemed to me to be in
accordanee with the spirit that I suppose
had animated everybody conecerned in
calling this Convention into existence;
but, sir, we had not "deliberated long
before I heard that presiding offieer call-
ing a member on this floor to order for
alluding to an instance of partisan distine-
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tion in this housa. It was an intimation
from the highest source that we are to
have no political discussions, and no po-
litical factions, and no political tricks in
this body. Well, now, sir, the manner
in which this body was elected shows that
the people of Pennsylvania intended that
in everything done by this body the mi-
nority should be represented. There are
three hundred and thirty-five thousand
tax-payers in Pennsylvania who are ealled
the minority, and they are represented by
a body of men upon tlis Hoor. Is it in
accordance with the spirit of these mea-
sures for a portion of this body to aszem-
ble in a tavern in secret caucus, and there
decide that no representative of those threc
hundred and thirty-five thousand tax-
payers shall be represented in the official
action of this body? That no man shall
be made secretary of this body, who may
be the fittest man in the Commonwealth,
and much fitter than any one—any cau-
cus—may offer to us; that he is to e ex-
cluded even from an eleetion because of a
midnight caucus of vielent partisans, and
animated by that spirit that eharacterizes
their narrow, nasty politics, they decide
that nobody but their pets shall be admit-
ted within the ring. Sir, is that the spirit
in which we are to start out in the delib-
erations of this body ? I sayitisa depart-
ure, a gross departure, from what has
already occurred in our inidst, and which
augurs badly for the future, if this is to be
tolerated. Now, the resolution offered by
my friend from Philadelphia (Mr. Gowen)
is eatholie; it is comprchensive. It pro-
poses that you, sir, shall appoint 2 com-
mittee of ten from this body, over whose
deliberations you shall preside, and to
that eommittee the whole gnestion of offi-
coring this Convention is to ke submitted.
It seems to me that it would be in accord-
ance with the spirit which manifestly ani-
mated the people of Pennsylvania in eall-
ing this Convention into existence. Now,
for our own sake, as well as for the sake
of the people of Pennsylvania, T trust we
are not to make a gross and arbitrary de-
parture from that good spirit which seems
thus far to have animated us. On the
eontrary, I should hope that by the comn-
mon consent which elevated you appro-
priately to the chair you occupy, this reso-
Iution might be adopted; and to the
committee presided over by yourself, I,
for one, am willing to commit entirely and
without quesiion all these individual ap-
pointoes. I pledge myself to vote for the
report of that eommittee, whoever may be
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the individualsnamed. For thesereasons
I support the resolution, and hope it may
be adopted.

Mr. MacVeagm. Mr. President : It is
certainly not desirable that the position of
any gentlemen, who will support General
Lilly’s amendment, should be misunder-
stood, and their position would certainly
be wholly misunderstood if it was as-
sumed that that position was correetly
stated by the gentleman from Philadel-
phia, who offered the resolution, or the
distinguished gentleman who has just
supported it. We are as anxious, at least
I am as anxious, and I am very sure that
General Lilly and the gentlemen who will
support his amendment are as anxious as
any gentleman here, to proceed to the
graver labors of this Convention abso-
lutely free from any spirit of partisanship,
confining ourselves, in the most liberal
and ecaiholie interpretation of our du-
ties, to those duties in their fullest seope 3
but, whether rightly or wrongly, there
ara some of us who belicve that upon
those gentlemen who were elected by the
majority of the voters of this Common-
wealth, devolves the simple and unim-
portant duty of selecting officers who are
to do the work of this Convention as its
employvees. We ave capable of that pro-
cess known as detachment; we ean look
at this braneh of our duty as a duty de-
volving upon us, a responsibility upon
us, and when that is discharged we can
go forward to the remaining duties of
this Convention, and propose to do
so preeisely in the spirit the gentle-
man has indieated ; and even now, for
my part, 1 decline Judge Woodward’s
challenge ; I shall not eall the party with
which he isassociated a “ring;’” I shall
not insinuate that the majority of the
voters of this State are not an honest ma-
jority ofits voters; Iscorntheimputation
for that party with which I am known to
be associated ; 1T donot propose toattempt
to assign it to gentlemen who differ
from me; 1 have no words of unkindness
or teelings of bitterness towardsanyhbody;
T propose to know no lines of distinection
in the work of this Convention; but, the
very act which calls us together contem-
plates that certain gentlemen of this Con-
vention are elected by one class of voters,
and certain other members of this Con-
vention are elected by another. class of
voters; T would have been very glad, if
that was the only consideration, to have
had this duty shifted to the minority from

" the majority,if the voters had so decided,
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but the voters have deeided otherwise ;
then, I think, it is a shrinking from duty
ang avoidance of proper responsibility,
when ecandidates are presented for an
offiee who are equally qualitied, equally
titted, for they are presumedly so, that 1
should vote alternately ; first, for a gen-
tleman who voted for me, and then for a
gentleman who voted against e, but
that, in this sinall matter of appointing
the employeesof this Convention, through
the various grades of limited salary which
bave been reported and adopted here this
morning, other things being equal, I
should vote for a person who belongs to
the class of voters who sent me to this
Convention ; that isall, as T understand,
that there is in it ; therefore, I shall sup-
port General Lilly’s ainendment.

On agreeing to the amendment oftered
by Mr. Lilly, the yeas and nays were re-
quired by Mr. Hanna and Mr. Lamberton,
and were as follow, viz:

YIEAS

Messrs. Armstrong, Ainev, Andrews,
Addicks, Bartholomew, Raily, (Perry,)
Baker, Bannan, Bardsley, Becbe, Bow-
man, Broomall, Carey, Carter, Cochran,
Colling, Corson, Craig, Curry, Davis, Dim-
mick, Darlington, Edwards, wing, Fell,
Finney, Fulton, Funck, Hanna, Hazzard,
Horton, Howard, Knight, Lawrenee, Lilly,
Lear, Littleton, MacConnell, M’Culloch.
MaeVeagh, Mann, Mantor, Minor, New-
lin, Niles, Palmer, H. W., Parsons, Patter-
son, {Lancaster,) Porter, Pughe, Pur-
vianee, (Allegheny,)Purviance, (Butler,)
Revnolds, James L., Rooke, Runk, Rus-
sell, Simpson, Stanton, Stewart, Struth-
ers, Turrell, Van Reed, Walker, White,
(Indiana,) White, David N., Wetherill,
(Philadelphia) and White, J. W. .67,

NAYS

Messrs. Alricks, Achenbach, Baer, Black,
(York,) Bailey, (Huutingdon,) Black,
(Greene, )y Boyd, Brodhead, Brown, Bar-
clay, Curtin, Campbell, Corbett, Cassidy,
Chuareh, Clark, Cronmiller, Cuyler, Dodd,
Dallas, DeFrance, Dunning, Ellis, Elliott,
Freeze, Gowen, Gibson, Gilpin, Guthrie,
Hall, Harvey, Hay, Hemphill, Heverin,
Hopkins, Hunsicker, Kaine, Lamberton,
Landis, Long, M’Allister, M’Camant,
M’Clean, M’Murray, Metzger, Mott, Pur-
man, Palmer, G. W., Patterson, {Alle-
gheny,) Patton, Reynolds, 8. I1., Read,
{Philadclphia,) Reed, (Mitflin,} Rhone,
Ross, Smith, (Allegheny,) Sharpe, Smith,
(Berks,) Smith, (Lanecaster,) Tempie,
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Woodward, Wetherill, (Schuylkill,)
Wherry, Worrell and Meredith, Presi-
dent—66.

So the question was determined in the
affirmative.

Mr. KAINE moved to further amend by
adding the following :

«Phat the officers of this Convention be
clected in the following manner: The
Chief Clerk and two Assistants be elecied
at one and the same ballot by each dele-
gate voting for two candidates, and the
highest 'in vote be the Chief Clerk and the
two next highest the Assistants; that

each delegate vote for one candidate for -

each of the other classes of officers, and
the highest in vote be declared the prin-
cipal officer and the next highest the As-
sistant.””

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. President: I
raise the question of order as to this
amendment, that the amendment is in-
compatible with the amendment which
the House has just adopted. I callthe at-
tention of the House to the fact. I will
1merely state that my understanding is
that the House has just adopted a simple
resolution that we now proceed to nomi-
natg and elect a Chief Clerk. The motion
of the gentlemen from Fayette (Mr.
KaAIxNE) is to amend that by providing
for the manner of the election of the other
officers. I think it incompatible with the
amendment just adopted by the House.

Mr. KaiNgE. Mr. President: I take it
that the motion made by myself is strictly
in order. The amendment just passed by
this House is, that this House will pro-
ceed to the election of a Clerk. My
amendment provides the manner in
which that Clerk shall be elected, as well
as the other officers of this House. Is
there anything inconsistent in that? It is
carrying out the very spirit of the resolu-
tion which has just been adopted by this
House, and I hope the House will adopt
my amendment, and that the election of
officers will take placein accordance with
that resplution.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is of the
opinion that the amendment is in order.

On the question, will the Convention -

agree to the amendment ?

The yeas and nays were required by
Mr. Kaine and Mr. Brodhead, and were
as follow, viz:

YEAS.
Messrs. Alricks, Achenbach, Baer,
Black, (York,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,)
Biddle, Black, (Greene,) Boyd, Brodhead,
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Brown, Barclay, Curtin, Campbell, Cor-
bett, Cassidy, Chareh, Clark, Cronmiller,
Cuyler, Dodd, Dallas, DeFrance, Dun-
ning, Ellis, Elliott, Freeze, Gowen, Gib-
son, Gilpin, Guthrie, Hall, Harvey, Hay,
Hemphill, Heverin, Hopkins, Hunsicker,
Kaine, Lamberton, Landis, Long, M’Al-
lister, M’Camant, M’Clean, M'Murray,
Metzger, Mott, Purman, Palmer, G. W.,
Patterson,(Allegheny,) Patton, Reynolds,
S. H., Read, (Philadelphia,) Reed, (Mif-
flin,) Rhone, Ross, Smith, (Allegheny,)
Sharpe, 8mith, (Berks,) Smith, (Lancas-
ter,) Temple, Woodward, Waetherill,
(Schuyikill,) Wherry and Worrell—05.

\

NAYS.

Messrs, Armstrong, Ainey, Andrews,
Addicks, Bartholomew, Baily, (Perry,)
Baker, Bannan, Bavdsley, Beebe, Bow-
man, Broomall, Carey, Carter, Cochran,
Collins, Corson, Craig, Curry, Davis, Dim-
mick, Darlington, Edwards, Ewing, Fell,
Finney, Fulton, Funck, Hanna, Hazzard,
Horton, Howard, Knight, Lawrence, Lilly,
Lear, Littleton, MacConnell, M’Culloch,
MacVeagh, Mann, Mantor, Minor, New-
lin, Niles, Palmer, H. W., Parsons, Pat-
terson, (Lancaster,) Porter, Pughe, Pur-
viance, (Allegheny,) Purviance, (Butler,)
Reynolds, James L., Rooke, Runk, Rus-
soll, Simpson, Stanton, Stewart, Struth-
ers, Turrell, Van Reed, Walker, White,
(Indiana,) White, David N,, Wetherill,
(Philadelphia,) White J. W. F. and Mere-
dith, President—88. .

So the guestion was determined in the
negative.

The resolution, asamnended by Mr. Lilly,
was then adopted.

Mr. WaITE (Indiana.) Mr. President:
I nominate, as candidate for Chief Clerk,
D. L. Imbrie, Esq., of Beaver county, Pa.

On motion of Mr. Lilly, the nominations
closed.

Mr. LITTLETON moved that the gentle-
man nominated be elected by acclama-
tion.

Several MEMBERS. No, no.

The PRESIDENT. The Clerk will call
the roll. It would, perhaps, be more con-
venient to call the yeas and nays, and
those in favor of Mr. Imbrie can vote
“aye,’” and those opposed ¢ no.”’

Mr. MACVEAGH moved that D. L. Im-
brie be elected Chief Clerk of the Conven-
tion.

On the question, will the Convention
agree to the motion ?
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‘T'he yeas and nays were required by Mr.
Hopkins and Mr. MacVeagh, and were as
follow, viz :

YEAS.

Messrs. Armstrong, Ainey, Andrews,
Addicks, Bartholomew, Baily, (Perry,)
Baker, Bannan, Bardsley, Beebe, Bow-
man, Broomall, Carey, Carter, Cochran,
Collins, Corson, Craig, Curry, Davis, Dim-
mick, Darlington, De France, Jdwards,
Ewing, Fell, Finney, Fulton, Funck,
Hanna, Hazzard, Horton, Howard,
IKnight, Lawrence, Lilly, Lear, Littleton,
M’ Allister, MacConnell, M’Culloch, M’-
Murray, MacVeagh, Mann, Mantor, Mi-
nor, Newlin, Niles, Palmer, H. W., Par-
sons, Patterson, (Lancaster,) Porter,
Pughe, Purviance, (Allegheny,) Purvi-
ance, (Butler,) Reynolds, James L.,
Rooke, Runk, Russell, Simpson, Stan-
ton, Stewart, Struthers, Turrell, Van Reed,
Walker, White, (Indiana,) White, David
N., Whetherill, (Philadelphia,) White,
J. W. F. and Meredith, President—T71.

NAYS,

Messrs, Black, (York,) Ellis, Frecze,
M'(tfamant, Purman and Rhone.—6

Mr. BAER (when his name was called)
suid : Mr, President: Ihave not occupied
the time of this Convention hitherto—

The PRESIDENT. Debate is not in or-
der.

Mr. Baer. I wishtoexplainthereason
tor the vote I shall give.

The Prestont. It is not dn order
now.

AMr. BaER., I thercfore, sir, decline to
vote,

Mr. Hopgixs (when his name was
called) said : I desire to ask of the Chair
a question. [Cries of ¢ order, order.”]

Mr. Horxins. Is it not in order to ask
the Chair a question?

The PrEsipENT. Certainly, the gen-
tleman is in order.

Mr. HopxinNs. The guestion I desireto
ask is this: Whether, under parliamen-
tary law,a member has not a right togive
the reasons for his vote when he is called
upon to vote? I ask that question of the
Chair.

The PrRESIDENT. The Chair is of opin-
ion that on the call of the ayes and noes
no member can make any answer but
tave” or *no.” If the Chair is mistaken
in that opinion, we will submit the ques-
tion to the House, if the gentlemen desire
it.

A delegate inguired if it was in orderto

move that the gentleman have leave to
state his reasons for his vote.

The Presipent ruled that no debate
was in order during the call of the yeas
and nays, except that a member might
ask to be excused from voting.

Mr. M’CreaN (when his name was
called) asked to be excused from voting.

The PRrRESIDENT announced the vote,
and declared D. L. Imbrie eclected as
Chief Clerk of the Convention.

Mr. SrmpsoN offered the following reso-
lution, which was twice read:

Resolved, That the Convention will now
proceed to the nomination and election of
the remaining officers designated in the
report of the Committee, in the order
named in said report.

Mr. GoweN. Mr. President: T under-
stand that one serious objection to the
resolution I offered before was, that the
committee to be appointed was to be an
even number, and therefore, according to
parliamentary nsage, did not give the ma-
jority of the committee to the majority of
the House. I did not have any intention
of doing so0 at the time, and therefore, in
order to relieve us of this voting, which
will occupy the whole day, T offer the,fol-
lowing as an amendmont to the resolution
just offered : Strike out all after the wox
“resolved’” and insert as follows: ¢ That
the President appoint a committee of nine.
of which he shall be one, and be the chair-
man, to report the names of suitable per-
sons to fill the remaining offices of the
Convention.”

Mr. Witk (Indiana.) Mr. President:
T have but one remark to make in connec-
tion with the amendment of the gentle-
man from Philadelpbia (Mr. Gowen.) It
occurs to meoe that it will result in a pro-
crastination of our proceedings, and delay
us from entering upon the performance of
that legitimate duty for which the people
have elected us.

. Something has been said about politics
here. It oceurs to me that the sooner we
perform the function of electing, or select-
ing, if you please, the officers that have
been designated by the resolution which
this Convention passed this morning, the
sooner we will be relieved from a subject
which must necessarily annoy everybody
in a body of thiskind at the threshold of
its organization. I am, therefore, opposed
to the amendment of the gentleman from
Philadelphia, (Mr. Gowen,) and I trust,
inasmuch as we have just elected a
Chief Clerk without any party vote in this
Convention, that we will proceed to com-
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plete our organization immediately by the
clection of the balance of the officers.

The PRESIDENT. The President would
be much obliged to the gentleman offer-
ing this amendment if he will strike out
the name of the President.

Mr. GoweEN so modified his amend-
ment.

Mr., M’ALLISTER. Mr. President: I
desire to say a word, and only a word, in
rveference to this resolution. I can in-
dulge in no delusive hope that anything
T can say will prevent the passage of this
resolution. I believe its passage is or-
dained by a power higher than reason,
higher than judgment, higher than the
consciences of gentlemen—even by the
power of party. I listened to the words
from the lips of the gentleman who in-
troduced the resolution for the election of
a Chief Clerk of this House, and the train
of reasoning which should have led him
to precisely the opposite conclusion to
the one to which he did arrive. I under-
stood him to allude to the act which crea-
ted this body, and to point to the fact
that the people of this State had ordained

that the Convention should recognize the,

existence of different parties. If that
were the fact, then the organization of
this Convention should be in harmony
with the organic law by which it was
elected. Ifitwas the object of the people
of this State to prevent a partisan body,
and secure a body which would represent
the opinions of all parties in the Com-
monwealth, then throughout the organi-
zation of the House tho same doctrine
should be recognized, and the same
method of election pursued. If it was
not intended by the people of this Com-
monwealth that one political party should
control the action of this Convention, and
that the instrument proposed to be pro-
duced should not represent the views of
one particular party, then should the will
of the people, in the method of organizing
the Convention, be recognized and car-
ried out.

Let us observe where this will lead us.
This Convention is very necarly equally
halanced, or supposed to be so, so far as
its political proclivities are concerned.
Let me suppose that little more than half
of this body belongs to the dominant
party, then by power ef party caucus,
one-fourth of the body would econtrol its
organization, because of the dominant
party representing but one more than
half of this body, it might as well control
the entire policy and legislation of this
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Convention, as the selection and election
of its subordinate officers. Thus you
come to this result, that when the peoplo
of this Commonwealth had diligently
sought by an act thoroughly discussed,
and carefully framed to prevent the ex-
istence of party politics in the action of
this Convention, we would be brought
down to the result that one-fourth of the
body would control its organization. As
a citizen of this Commonwealth, and as a
member of this body, I protest against
the application of any such doetrine.

I have no choice of individuals. I can
say nothing against the gentleman named
as Chief Clerk, and nothing against the
list of names printed in the morning pa-
pers, indecently, I thought, before it ever
reached this House. It is from no pre-
ference to any individual, but it is becauso
that now, at the very threshold of our
deliberations, is the time for gentlemen to
record their solemn protest against the
introduction of party predilections into
this House. :

Mr. SIMpPsON. Mr. President: I take it
for granted that this body will be gov-
erned by the rule of all deliberative
bodies, and that is that the majority of its
members shall govern it. The votes of
this body can elect its officers just aswell,
in my judgment, as a committee of nine,
or any other number less than the whole.
For one, I object to and protest against
the appointment of a committee of nine,
or of any number less than the whole
number of members, to determine for me
who shall be the employees of this Con-
vention. We are just as competent to sit
in our seats and elect the proper persons
as any committee selected from this body.
I take it that, if we proceed to vote down
the amendment and adopt the resolution,
we will save time in the operation, for
the majority can select officers now, with-
out the necessity of having a committee
appointed, to have a wrangle, perhaps,
over every individual officer.

Mr. WoopwaRrp. Mr. President: One
word. In the Convention of 1837-8, of
which you and I were members, the
party—I speak with all reverence—I do
not know what name they had at that
time, but I think they answered to the
party that now rule this House—the domi-
nant party of that Convention, whatever
they were called, elected Mr. John Sar-
geant, President, and Mr. Samuel Shocch,
Secretary of the Convention; and then,
sir, that party, that dominant party,
elected Mr. Francis R. Shunck, Assistant
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Secretary. I mention that, sir, for the
purpose of showing gentlemen how their
ancestors acted under similar circam-
stances to those in which we are placed
to-day. They did not go into a tavern,
with a secret caucus, and attempt to ex-
clude the most competent man in the
Commonwealth from the Clerk’s desk,
but they elected Mr. Shunck, and he de-
clined to accept it. Then the same peo-
ple elected Judge Gilmore, a good demo-
crat, and he occupied that seat during the
whole session. I mention this as an his-
torical reminisence.

Mr. MANTOR. Mr. President: I have
kept very cool while listening to this line
of discussion, and in listening to these
arguments, this morning, one would
naturally think we are remarkably cool
men ; that our fathers were not partizans,
and therefore, their sons, in 1872, are not
partizans. I wunderstand, sir, that the
Convention of 1837-8 elected its President
in a strict partizan light or manner. Now
I donot come hefore you this morning
urging any partizan spirit, because this
resolution that calls for the election of the
officers here is one of those fair resclu-
tions which is always brought out before
a body of this kind to act upon. And it
is our duty here, in my opinion, to pro-
ceed to the election of officers of this
Convention in the usnal way. I presume
there is not a gentleman in this hall this
morning who would venture his reputa-
tion by stating that it is an unusual thing
for gentlemen outside of the Convention
to have their party predilections in a cau-
cus, though that caucus might be held in
some hotel in the city of Harrisburg. But
we are here to elect officers to this Con-
vention, and gentlemen have a right to
vote pro or con on these matters that are
before us. It seems to me that we are
taking up much time in varying from the
general usage that all Conventions, for
some time past, at least, have pursued in
the selection of their officers. I hope the
proceedings of the Convention will not be
delayed any further, but that we shall go
on and elect officers in the usual manner.

The amendment was not agreed to, and
the question recurred on the original reso-
lution.

Mr. HAy moved to amend, by striking
out all after the word *resolved,’”’ and in-
serting the following:

“That in the election of the two Assist-
ant Clerks each member shall vote for
only one person, and the one receiving the
highest number of votes shall be the First
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Assistant Clerk, and the one receiving the
next highest number of votes shall be the
Second Assistant Clerk.”

On the question, will the Convention
agree to the amendment of Mr. Hay ?

The yeas and nays were required by Mr.
Hay and Mr, Mann, and were as follow,
viz:

YEAS.

Messrs. Alricks, Achenbach, Baer, Black,
(York,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Biddle,
Black, (Greene,) Boyd, Brodhead, Brown,
Barclay, Curtin, Campbell, Corbett, (as-
sidy, Church, Clark, Cronmiller, Cuyler,
Dodd, Dallas, De France, Dunning, Ellis,
Elliott, Freeze, Gowen, Gibson, Gilpin,
Guthrie, Hall, Harvey, Hay, Hemphill,
Heverin, Hopkins, Hunsicker, Kaine,
Lamberton, Landis, Long, M’Allister,
M’Camant, M’Clean, M’Murray, Metzger,
Mott, Purman, Palmer, G. W., Patterson,
(Allegheny,) Patton, Reynolds, S. I,
Read, (Philadelphia,) Reed, (Miftlin,)
Rhone, Ross, Smith, (Allegheny,) Sharpe,
Smith, (Berks,) Smith, (Lancaster,) Tem-
ple, Woodward, Wetherill, (Schuylkill,)
Wherry and Worrell—65.

NAYS.

Messrs. Armstrong, .Ainey, Andrews,
Addicks, Bartholomew, Baily, (Perry,)
Baker, Bannan, Bardsley, Beebe, Bow-
man, Broomall, Carey, Carter, Cochran,
Collins, Corson, Craig, Curry, Davis, Dim-
mick, Darlington, Edwards, Ewing, Fell,
Finney, Fulton, Funck, Hanna, Hazzard,
Horton, Howard, Knight, Lawrence,
Lilly, Lear, Littleton, MacConnell, M’('ul-
loch, MacVeagh, Mann, Mantor, Minor,
Newlin, Niles, Palmer, H. W., Parsons,
Patterson, (Lanecaster,) Porter, Pughe,
Purviance, (Allegheny,) Purviance, (But-
ler,) Reynolds, James L., Rooke, Runk,
Raussell, Simpson, Stanton,Stewart,Struth-
ers, Tuarrell, Van Reed, Walker, White,
(Indiana,) White, David N., Wetherill,
(Philadelphia,) White, J. W. F. and
Meredith, President—08.

So the question was determined in the
negative.

The original resolution then passed.

Mr. HArRrRY WHITE., I nominate for
First Assistant Clerk,Lucius Rogers, Esq.,
of M’Kean county.

Mr. Boyp. I nominate William Viel,
of Montgomery county.

Mr. Cassipy. I desire to place in nomi-
nation a gentleman for this office, and be-
fore doing so I desire to say a few words
on the subject, referring to placing that
gentleman upon the list; T trust in nomi-
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nating the gentlemanIam about to name,
I will have in the election the support
of our friends who represent the majority
of this Convention. You are about to
elect assistant clerks; the majority have
already elected the Chief Clerk. It
would, therefore, seem but fair that
those who are in the minority here
should have a representative at the desk;
while we have no doubt that whoever
may be selected will look afterthe proper
interest of the Convention ; inorder to re-
lieve any doubt from the mind of any one,
or any doubt about it at all, it seems to
me to be but fair that those whoare in the
minority should have, at least, the small
office given to them of Assistant Clerk,
and following the precedent you are so
familiar with, Mr. President, and men-
tioned by Judge Woodward as having oc-
curred in the Convention of 1837-8, 1irust
we will have a representative at the desk.
For the purpose of enabling our friendsof
the majority {o assist us in getting such a
place, I nominate Albert W. Fletcher, of
Philadelphia, for Assistant Clerk.

Mr. CAMPBELL. 1 nominate S.
Buek, of Bradford county.

Mr. BARCLAY. Mr, President : ITwould
take the liberty, sir, of nominating a ean-
didate from democratic Berks. I nomi-
nate William M. Rightmyer. He is a
young lawyer, and haseminent fitness for
the position to which I have nominated
him.

Mr. HopkiNs., I have no doubt that
the gentleman named by my two friends
from Philadelphia, and my other friend,
are all very deserving men, Itake it for
granted, or their names would not be pro-
posed ; but, after what has transpired in
this hall this morning, and over and over
again, it must be apparent to those gen-
flemen, as it is to myself, that there is no
disposition on the part of the majority of
this House to concede any officers to the
minority ; I hope, therefore, that the gen-
tlemen will withdraw their nominations;
I do not like to be put in the attitude of
voting against anybody named, but I shall
not record my vote in favor of any man,
unless I see a disposition upon the part of
the majority to make some concessions;
I think every member is satisfied that
those concessions will not be made, and I
hope the nominations will be withdrawn.

Mr. Boxp withdrew the name of Wm,
Viel.

Mr. StanToN moved that the nomina-
tions close.

The motion was agreed to.

W.
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Mr. HARRY WHITE. 1 call the atten-
tion of the Clerks and the Chair to the
fact that the resolution contemplates the
nomination at one time of all the officers
to be elected by the Convention.

Mr. Hay. I see no reason then why the
suggestion of the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. White) should not prevail, and
why all these nominations should not be
made now and caried through without
further delay. Of course it is not neces-
sary to take a vote upon each separate
case. ILet the whole list be made out and
voted 11pon at once.

Mr. Barernay. I will withdraw the
name of Mr. Rightmyer for the present,
and when nominations for Second Assist-
ant Clerk are in order I will present the
name of that gentleman.

The Convention then proceeded to the
slection of First Assistant Clerk, and the
vote being taken, was as follows:

The following named members voted
for Lucius Rogers :

Messrs. Armstrong, Ainey, Andrews,
Addicks, Bartholomew, Baily, (Perry,)
Baker, Bannan, Bardsley, Beebe, Bow-

-man, Broomall, Carey, Carter, Cochran

Collins, Craig, Curry, Davis, Dimmick,
Darlington, Edwards, Ewing, Fell, Fin-
ney, Fulton, Funck, Hanna, Hazzard,
Horton, Howard, Knight, Lawrence, Lil-
ly, Lear, Littleton, MacConnell, M’Cul-
loch, M"Murray, MacVeagh, Mann, Man-
tor, Minor, Newlin, Niles, Palmer, H. W,
Parsons, Patterson, D. W, Porter, Pughe,
Purviance, John N., Purviance, Sam’l A.,
Reynolds, James L., Rooke, Runk, Rus-
sell, Simpson, Stanton, Stewart, Struthers,
Turrell, Van Reed, Walker, White, Harry,
White, David N., Wetherill, John Price
and White, J. W. F.—67 votes.

The following named membersvoted for
S. W. Buck:

Messrs. Black, (York,) Corbett, Camp-
bell, Freeze and Meredith, President—
5 votes.

Mr. BARCLAY voted for A. W. Fletcher.

During the calling of the roll, when his
name was reached, Mr. Cassidy withdrew
the name of Mr. Fletcher, and Mr. Camp-
bell withdrew the name of Mr. Buck.

Lucius Rogers having received the
highest number of votes, was declared
duly elected First Assistant Clerk.

Mr. DARLINGTON. Mr. President: In
order to save time to the Convention, and
at the suggestion of some of our friends
on the other side, I offer the following
resolution :
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Resclved, That the following officers be
elected:

A. D. Harlan, Second Assistant Clerk;
John L. Linton and A. T. Parker, Tran-
scribing Clerks; James Onslow, Sergeant-
at-Arms; Cassius M. Brown, Assistant
Sergeant-at-Arms; Clement Evans, Door-
keeper; Frank Bentley, Assistant Door-
keeper; Henry B. Price, Postmaster; B.
Frank Major, Assistant Postmaster.

The resolution was read a second time.

Mr. HopxiNs moved to amend, by in-
serting after the word ¢officers,” the
words ‘“by the majority of the Conven-
tion.”

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. KaINg. I would suggest to the
mover of that resolution that he insert
the word “ persons’’ in place of ¢ officers ™’
after “following.”” Now, we have already
provided by resolution that suchand such
persons shall be elected. If he will put
in the word ¢ persons '’ I think it will be
better.

Mr. DaruiNgroN. I think the lan-
guage is right, «“That the following ofii-
cers.”’

Mr. Kaixg. I think the gentleman is
in error. We elect “persons” fo offices.
They are ¢ officers” afier they are elected.

The amendment suggested by Mr. Kaine
was agreed to, and the question recurred
on the original resolution.

Mr. Bainy (Perry.) Mr. President:
Before you put the question I wish to
say that I think that amendment is im-
proper. Let us not trifle with this sub-
ject and make assesof ourselves. Ithink
if the Convention had properly under-
stood it, they would have voted it down.
I move to re-comsider the vote on the
amendment. We all very well know,
who have had experience in this kind of
business, that it is improper. We know
that the officers are elected by the ma-
jority of a body, or they could not be
elected at all. Such an amendment as
that is improper to go upon the Journal.
1 hope it will be re-considered and voted
down.

The motion to re-consider wasagreed to.

The amendment being again before the
Convention, it was not agreced to.

Mr. Hav. Mr. President: I have an
amendment to propose. I will state what
the object is before offering it. Perhaps
it may obviate the necessity of offering
the amendment. I voted against the
adoption of that report, and therefore was
not able to move its re-consideration. I
desire to know some necessity for appoint-

ing a Postmaster and Assistant Postmas-
ter of this Convention. I confess that I
can see no necessity for such officers being
appointed. I would like to inquire why
the Convention should appoint two offi-
cers, at an expense of $1,400, for work that
I don’t know anything about.

Mr. D. N. PATTERSON raised the point
of order that the report had been adopted,
and the Convention had agreed to elect
those officers.

Mr. Ifay. Y roseto propose an amend-
ment—that we should strike out the
names of the persons proposed to be clect-
ed Postmaster and Assistant Postmaster.

Mr.MACVEAGH. Mr.President: Iwish
to give the gentleman the explanation
which was given to us by the gentlemen
of our committee who had had Congres-
sional and Iegislative experience. In
their judgment the mass of mail matter
to be distributed among the members of
the Convention would be so large, and
the private correspondenec and corres-
pondence of members with their constitu-
ents would be so important, that it should
be put into the custody of responsible per-
sons, who would distribute it in the post-
office annexed to the House of Representa-
tives, so that each member could come
here at any time and get his mail matte
from the postmaster of the body, aud
take it to his desk and attend to his cor-
respondence, or do with it as he choosces.
Then the postmaster would come and
gather up all the mail matter the meni-
bers have to send away; and that those
duties could not be discharged with safety
and convenience to the body, and to the
convenience of the comstituents of the
body, without an officer of this charac-
ter. The Assistant Postmaster was con-
sidered to be necessary tobring this consid-
erable mail matter from the office of the
city here and take it back, and to be on
hand and act as general messenger also
for the body. I can only say that Mr.
Hopkins, Mr. Armstrong, Mr. White
(Indiana) and Mr. Kaine bave had very
considerable experience in these matters,
and I believe I cannot be mistaken in say-
ing that to thein the other members of the
committee deferred their united judgment
in this matter.

Mr. Hay. Mr. President : My object in
proposing an amendment of that character
was to elicit this information, and inform
myself of the neccessity of such officers.
We desire to have no more officers than
is absolutely necessary for the proper per-
formance of the duties of this body, and
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think the members of this body ought
not to provide for their own convenience
at the expense of the State. I do not see
why the postal matter of members could
not be delivered to them as well as to the
residents here—at their residences or at
the postoffice. I object to putting this
expense upon the State of Pennsylvania,
and I therefore move to amend by strik-
ing out from the list of officers the nares
proposed for Postmaster and Assistant
Postmaster.

The amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. DarLas. Mr. President : I move to
amend, by striking from the list of offices
to be filled, the office of Assistant Ser-
geant-at-Arms. 1 cannot see any neces-
sity, in a body of this kind, for two Ser-
geantg-at-Arms.

Mr. MAcCVEAGH. That question was
also considered. It was stated that the
Sergeant-at-Arms was the executive offi-
cer of the body, subject to the order of
the President, obliged to beaway at differ-
ont times in executing those orders.
Gentlemen who have been associated
with such bodies told us it was absolutely
necessary for him to have such assistance
to execute his orders, so that he might be
present in the Convention to keep order
under direction of the Chair. I can only
repeat that this is the information that
the gentlemen upon the committee, of all
shadesof opinion, gave upon this question.

Mr. DaLnas. Thereare two Sergeants-
at-Armsandtwo Door-keepers, four execu-
tive officers, upon the floor of the House.
I insist upon my amendment, that one of
those officers be dispensed with, and that
it should be the Assistant Sergeant-at-
Arms.

Mr. MACVEAGH called attention to the
fact that there were two doors to be at-
tended to.

Mr. EwiNg. Mr. President: I would
ask if the motion is in order? The Con-
vention this morning determined what
officers we would have for the Conven-
tion: Is not this equivalent to'a re-con-
sideration and change of the resolution
passed this morning? Is it not an indi-
rect way of getting at a re-consideration of
the resolution adopted by the Convention?

The PRESIDENT.. The resolution this
morning provided that certain officers
should be elected. The proposition now
is to elect them. Tt is in order, in the
opinion of the Chair, to move to strike out
any one of the officers, the effect of which
will be that he will not be clected at this
time.
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On the question, will the Convention
agree to the amendment?

The yecas and nays were required by
Mr. Dallas and Mr. Boyd, and were
tollow, viz:

YEAS.

Messrs. Achenbach, Baer, Bailey, (Hun-
tingdon,) Boyd, Brodhead, Barclay, Cur-
tin, Campbell, Corbett, Church, Clark.
Cronmiller, Cuyler, Dodd, Dallas, De-
France, Ellis, Freeze, Gibson, Gil-

in, Guthrie, Harvey, Hay, Hemphill,
Heverin, Hunsicker, Long, M’Camant,
Patterson (Allegheny,) Reynolds, S. H.,
Reed, (Mifflin,)Ross, Smith, (Allegheny, )
Smith, (Berks,) Smith, (Lancaster,)
Temple, Wetherill, (Schuylkill,) Wher-
ry and Worrell—39.

NAYS.

Messrs.  Armstrong, Ainey, Alricks,
Andrews, Addicks, Bartholomew, Black,
(York,) Bailey, (Perry,) Baker, Bannan,
Bardsley, Beebe,Biddle, Bowman, Broom-
all, Brown, Carey, Cassidy, Cochran,
Collins, Corson, Craig, Curry, Davis,
Dimmick, Darlington, Edwards, Elliott,
Kwing, Fell, Finney, Fulton, Funck.
GGiowen, Hall, Hanna, Hazzard, Hopkins.
Horton, Howard, Kaine, Knight, Lamber-
ton, Lawrence, Lilly, Landis, Lear, Lit-
tleton, M’ Allister, M’Connell, M’Culloch,
M'Murray, MacVeagh, Mann, Mantor,
Metzger, Minor, Newlin, Niles, Purman,
Palmer, H. W., Parsons, Patterson, (Lan-
aster,) Patton, Porter, Pughe, Purviance,
(Allegheny,) Purviance, (Butler,) Rey-
nolds, James 1., Rhone, Rooke, Runk,
Russell, Simpson, Stanton, Stewart,
Struthers, Turrell, Van Reed, Walker,
White, (Indiana,) White, David N..
Woodward, Wetherill, (Philadelphia,)
White, J. W. F. and Meredith, President.
—86.

So the question was determined in the
negative. )

On the question, will the Convention
agree to the resolution as amended ?

The yeas and nays were required by
Mr. Wetherill (Schuylkill) and Mr.
Smith, (Berks,) and were as follow, viz:

YEAS.
Messrs. Armstrong, Ainey, Andrews,
Addicks, Bartholomew, Bailey, (Per-
ry,) Baker, Bardsley, Beebe, Bow-

man, Broomall, Carey, Carter, Cochran,
Colling, Craig, Curry, Davis, Dimmick,
Darlington, Edwards, Ewing, Fell, Fin-
ney, Fulton, Funck, Hanna, Hazzard,
Horton, Howard, Knight, Lawrence, Lilly,



82

Lear, Littleton, M’Allister, MacConnell,
M’Culloch, MacVeagh, Mann, Mantor,
Minor, Newlin, Niles, Palmer, H. W.,
Parsons, Patterson, (Lancaster,) Porter,
Pughe, Purviance, (Allegheny,) Purvi-
ance, (Butler,) Reynolds, James L,
Rooke, Runk, Russell, Simpson, Stanton,
Stewart, Struthers, Turrell, Van Reed,
Walker, White, (Indiana,) White, David
N., Wetherill, (Philadelphia,) White, J.
W. F. and Meredith, President—67.
NAYS.

Messrs. Baer, Barclay, Hemphill, Hun-
sicker, M’Camant, Ross, Smith (Berks)
and Smith (Lancaster.)—8.

So the question was determined in the
affirmative.

RULES AND STANDING COMMITTEES.

Mr. NEwLIN offered the following reso-
lution, which was twice read :

Resolved, That a committee of seven be
appointed by the Chair, to report to the
Convention to-morrow morning; what
standing comimittees should be formed.

Mr. TURRELL moved to amend, by
striking out all after the word “resolved,’”’
and inscriing in lieu thereof the follow-
ing:

“That a committee of eleven be ap-
pointed by the Chair, to mature and re-
port a code of rules for the government of
this body.”

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will ob-
serve that this is not pertinent to the sub-
ject of the resolution, and therefore not
in order.

Mr. S1MpsoN. Mr. President: I would
suggest to the mover of this resolution
that he had better increase the number of
the members of the cominittee. It seems
to me there should be eleven, or thirtcen,
or fifteen, to determine and report. I
move to amend by making it fifteen.

Mr. NEwWLIN accepted the amendment.

Mr. DARLINGTON. Mr. President: I
think we are advancing a little too fast.
I propose to offer the following as a sub-
stitute:

« Resolved, That a committee be ap-
pointed to consider and report rules for
the government of the Convention.”

Lot the number be fixed by the Con-

vention.

T bee leave to sngoest that those
°s B85

who had charge of the matter in the for-
mer Convention were only fivein number.
Mr. Cassipy moved to amend the reso-

tiand rlag adantad for
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the government of this body.”
Mr. NEWLIN accepted the amendment.
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The resolution, as modified, was then
read as follows:

Resolved, That a committee of fifteen be
appointed by the Chair, to report to the
Convention to-morrow morning, what
standing committees should be formed
and rules adopted for the government of
this body.

Mr. DARLINGTON thought that a com-
mittee of fifteen, or any committee above
seven in number, would be unwieldy,
and the smaller the number the better.

The amendment offered by Mr. Dar-
lington was read.

Mr. KAaingE. Mr. President: I don't
know whether the recollection of the gen-
tleman from Chester, (Mr.
who was a member of the Convention of
1837-8, is correct or not. I thought therc
were two committees on those subjects
appointed by the Convention of 1837-8—
that there was a committee appointed to
determine what standing committeestherc
should be in that Convention, and that
there was also a committee on rules. The
gentleman, I think, said, yesterday, that
the rules as adopted by that Convention
were to be found in the Debates of the
Convention or the Journal.

Mr. DarriNgTON. Inthe Journal.

Mr. Kaing. I thought then he was
mistaken, and now T know he was. A re-
port of a set of rules for the government
of that Convention was made by the com-
mittee, and it is to be found somewhere

+ha Ayrat vals at thao Anhatng
in the first volume of the debates.

Mr. DARLINGTON. Page 75, of the Jour-
nal.

Mr. Kainvg. Those rules were not
adopted at that time at all, but they were
discussed and modified, and altered from
day to day; and you will find, I think on
page 131, of the Debates—not of the Jour-
nal, but of the Debates—where a motion
was made and carried, that 200 copies of
those rules be printed for the use of the
Convention. If those rulesare to be found
as adopted by that Convention, and as
printed under that order, I should be very
glad if the gentleman from Chester would
point me to the page. I understand there
is not a copy of the Journals of that Con-
vention in this library, and I am perfectly
satisfied there is not a copy of those rules
as adopted by the Convention.

Now, Mr. President, to prepare a set of
rules for the government of this body, or
any body like this, will require considera-
and

minaiien, ang

Darlington,)
dariingion, )

ble labor, considerable examination

it will be utterly impossible for any com-

mittee to make that examination and re-
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port those rules by to-morrow morning.
I think, sir, there ought to be two com-
mittees, as was first proposed. If any
gentleman will offer a resolution that a
committee of nine or eleven be appointed
to prepare and report to-morrow what
standing committees are necessary for the
regulation, of this body I would vote for
it, and then I would vote for a separate
committee to prepare rules for the gov-
ernment of this body.

Mr. DARLINGTON. I refer the gentle-
man to the Debates of the Convention,
where the report of the committee was
made, providing, among other things, for
certain standing committees. On another
page of the Debates he will find that the
number is fixed at nine for each cormmit-
tee. On pages 30 and 31, of the first vol-
ume of the Debates, will be found the
names of the standing committees. All
this is embraced in the report of the Com-
mittee on Rules, and all of which will
come before the Committee on Rules here.

Mr. KAINE. Do I understand the gen-
tleman to say that that report and the
rules are to be found at that place in the
Debates ?

Mr. DarLiNgTON. They will be found
in the report of the committee. You will
tind that the number was fixed at nine.

Mr. KaINE. I am very well aware of
that. On page 31 you will find that the
rules for the government of the Conven-
tion were ordered to be printed ; I asked
the gentleman, and I ask him now, and
would be glad if he would point to the
page anywhere in the Journals where
those rules are printed; I undertake to
say they were never published, either
in the debates or in the Journal, seriatim ;
I suppose by hunting through, from page
to page, they can be found; but, if you
can get a copy of the rules as they were
ordered to be printed, of course they were
complete.

Now, sir, I repeat, that I think there
ought to be two committees—a committee
to say what standing ecommittees are ne-
cessary for this body, and a committee to
prepare rules for its government.

Mr. JorN PricE WETHERILL. Mr.
President : I am opposed to the amend-
ment, as offered by the gentleman from
Chester, (Mr. Darlington, ) for this reason :
It seems to me that one committee can
frame rules, and also give us the informa~
tion in regard to standing committees; as
I understand it, the gentleman from Ches-
ter wants a committee on rules alone.
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Mr. DARLINGTON.
tion.

Mr., JOHN PRICE WETHERILL. 1 un-
derstand you want two committees?

Mr. DARLINGTON. No, sir.

Mr. JouN PRICE WETHERILL.

I favor your idea.

It has been said that it will take a great
deal of time to prépare rules. I contend
that the rules governing other bodies
similarly constituted will govern ours,
and that they can be prepared with little .
or no amendment, and that a committee
of seven, therefore, can, in a little time,
give us just what rules we want; but the
important part of the matter in my mind
is, that we, by passing this resolution,
commit this Convention to standing com-
mittees, and not to one committee. It
was suggested by agentleman from Phila-
delphia yesterday that perhaps it would
be just as well for us to form one large
committee, and give the duties of the
committee work of this Convention to
that committee. I oppose any such propo-
sition as that, and I am glad this resolu-
tion is offered, because it commits the
work of this Convention to several stand-
ing committees, and I hope that will
prevail. I hope the committees will be
so large that a place will be found on
some of them for every member of this
Convention, and for that reason I hope
the resolution offered by the gentleman
from Philadelphia (Mr. Newlin) will
pass.

Mr. HARrRY WHITE. Mr. President: It
occurs to me that this raises a very ordi-
nary question of parliamentary law, and
to avoid confusion let us see where we are
for a moment. The gentleman from Phil-
adelphia (Mr. Newlin) offered a resolu-
tion that a committee be appointed to re-
port the number of standing committees
necessary for the business of this body.
The gentleman from Philadelphia (Mr.
Cassidy) offered an amendment pro-
viding for rules for the government of
this body ; that was accepted, and’ that is
the resolution now of the gentleman from
Philadelphia (Mr. Newlin) who. first
offered it, and that the number be increased
to fifteen. Then the gentleman. from
Chester (Mr. Darlington) offers an amend-
ment that a committee be appointed to-re-
port rules for thisbody. Now, the Con-
vention will observe, that this is accom-
plishing the same result in different ways.
The resolution first offered, and upen the
Clerk’s desk, contemplates as part of the
duty of the. committee -that rules:be.re-

That is my mo-

Then
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ported. The gentleman’s resolution is
simply the resolution of the gentieman
following; simply that they are to name
the number of the committees. It seems
to me we ought to avoid confusion by tak-
ing up the resolution of the gentleman
from Philadelphia (Mr. Newlin.) It is
the experience of every gentleman who
is at all familiar with the rules governing
legislative bodies, that the rules of the
body indicate the number and character
of the committees, and the manner of
their appointment. Take up our rules in
Congress; you will observe that that pro-
vision prevails there. Take up the rules
-of either branch of the Legislature, and
‘you will observe that the names of the
committees are mentioned seriatim and
embodied in the rules. It seems to me if
you have two committees—a committee
on rules and a committee on the number
:0f eommittees—it will occasion confusion.
‘One committee, it seems to me, ought to
‘be empowered to report a series of rules,
-and let it be understood as the duty of
that committee to report the number of
‘committees also. If you want a prece-
dent, the rules of the Convention of 1837
indicate the number of the standing com-
mittees of that body, and, if I mistake
not, the committees were appointed ac-
-cordingly. Refer to the Debates of the
Illinois Convention, and you will dis-
cover the same thing; the Committee on
Rules reported also the number of com-
mittees. T know the distinguished gen-
tleman from Chester (Mr. Darlington)
will see, -if he reflects a moment, that
this is just about the same thing as pro-
posed by the member from Philadelphia
(Mr. Newlin.) I trust,therefore, the reso-
tion first offered will be,considered by the
Convention, and not-the amendment.

Mr. DARLINGTON. Mr. President: I
wish it perfectly understood, that in any
motion I make I am for the same thing, if
I understand it as the gentleman who

- offered the resolution. The precedent I fol-
lowed, however, is the precedent adopted
by the former Convention, when Judge
Champneys, chairman of the committee,
proposed the same resolution. I care not
how it is done. I do not want one com-
mittee; I want a dozen of them.

Mr. DARLING: ON’S amendment was not

. agreed to. .

" The original resclution, as modified, was
then adopted.

It was ordered that Messrs. Newlin,
‘Woodward, Darlington, Hopkins, Turrell,
. Black; (York,) Armstrong, Kaine, S. A.
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Purviance, Guthrie, White, (Indiana,)
Gowen, Lawrence, 8. M, Clark and Mann
be the said committee.

SESSIONS OF THE CONVENTION.

Mr. Darnas offered the following reso-
lution, which was twice read:

Resolved, That until otherwise ordered,
this Convention will hereafter meet at ten
A. M., and adjourn at one P. M., of each
day.

Mr. JoHN PRICE WETHERILL moved to
amend, by striking out the word “one,”
and inserting in liew thereof the word
“three.”

The amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. LANDIS moved to amend, by stri-
king out the word ‘“one,” and inserting
in lieu thereof the word “two.”

The amendment was agreed to, and the
resolution as amended was adopted.

SESSIONS TO BE OPENED WITH PRAYER.

Mr. M’ALLISTER offered the following
resolution, which was twice read :

Resolved, That the President of the Con-
vention invite the clergy of the city of
Harrisburg, by an arrangement among
themselves, to- open the sessions each
morning with prayer.

Mr. LiLLy moved to amend, by adding
¢ during its sessions in Harrisburg.”

The amendment was accepted.

Mr. CAMPBELL moved to strike out the
words ¢ by anarrangement among them-
selves.”

The motion was not seconded.

Mr. Lanpis. I move to amend, by
striking out all after the word “resolved,””
and inserting in lieu thereof the follow-
ing:

#That the President of the Convention
be requested to invite a minister of the
city to open the sessions of the Convention
daily with prayer.”

That will apply as well to Philadelphia
as Harrisburg.

Mr. MACVEAGH. That is copied almost
verbatim from the resolution of 1837, and
is in the language of the usual resolution
on such occasions.

Mr. Cassipy. I would suggest to the
gentleman who offered the amendment to
strike out the word “minister”” and insert
‘“clergyman,’”’ because it might be open
to the objection that it does not apply to
Catholic priests and the Jewish Rabbi.

Mr. Lannis. I aceept that.

Mr. Boyp moved to amend the amend-
ment, by adding the following words:

«“¢And that no compensation be allowed
for such services.”
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Mr. CocurAN. Mr. President: I hope
that in inviting the clergymen to open
the sessions of this Convention with
prayer we will not introduce the subject
of compensation into the resolution at all.
It would be a very uncourteous thing,
even for us, to indicate a suspicion that
those distinguished , gentlemen would
want compensation for their services. I
hope the amendment will not be adopted,
but that we will leave the question open.

Mr. Boyp. It was becanse I had such
suspicion that 1 offered the amendment.

Mr. S1MpsoN. Mr. President: 1 would
suggest to my friend from Montgomery
{Mr. Boyd) that he had better ingert the
word * pecuniary’’ before the word ¢ com-
pensation,”” because the Lord may allow
them comrpensation,

The amendment to the amendment was
not agreed to, and the amendment was
not agreed to.

The resolution was then adopted.

REPORTING AND PUBLISHING OF THE
PROCEEDINGS.

Mr. Harry WHITE offered the follow-
ing resolution, which was twiee read:

Resolved, That a committee of seven be
appointed to contract for the reporting and
publishing of the proceedings of this Con-
vention, and to report such contract to the
Convention for its action thereon.

Mr. MacVEAGH moved to amend, by
striking out all after the word ¢“resolved,”
and inserting in licu thereof the follow-
ing:

“That a committee of nine be appointed
to take into consideration all methods
which may be presented to them for the
reporting and printing of the proceedings
of this Convention, and to report to the
Convention the method which, in their
judgment, is most likely to secure effi-
ciency and economy in such publication.”

Mr. Harry WHITE. Mr. President:
One word of explanation as to the original
resolution and the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Dauphin (Mr. Mac
Veagh.) I cannot say that I am particu-
lar which resolution, the original or the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Daunphin, is adopted. Either one of
them will comprehend the object I have
in view. The Convention will observe
that the language of the original resolu-
tion is for the appointment of a commit-
tee to contract for the reporting and
printing of the proceedings, and to report
such contract to the Convention for its
action. This is a comprehensive resolu-

tion. You appoint your committee ; that
committee is clothed with the power to
fully negotiate and report to this body a
contract, not empowering them, however,
to conclude any contract to bind this
body, but to devise such waysand means,
and to embody those ways and means in
a contract which will best effect the ends
in view.

Mr. MACVEAGH., Mr. President: The
only object of my amendment is to bring
before the Convention the condition in
which this matter stands. Certain re-
porters are here who have applied for the
reporting of the Convention. I have seen
oné or two of them. Certain other gentle-
men want to contract for the printing, and
including the reporting, and then the
printers to hire the reporters and do the
entire work, All we desire is, that it
should be brought to the attention of the
Convention, g0 that the Convention may
decide whether they prefer the one
method or the other—to give it out asa
job to a printer, under a contract, or to
appoint the reporters themselves, and
contract with the reporters for reporting
and with the printers for printing.

Mr. Waite (Indiana.) I will accept
the amendment of the gentleman from
Dauvphin. He and I have in contempla~
tion precisely the same ohject.

Mr. JouN PrICE WETHERILL. Mr.
Pregident: 1 move to amend, by striking
out all after the word ‘ reselved,” and in-
serting the following :

“That a committee of seven be ap-
pointed, to be ecalled a Committee on
Printing, and that their duty shall be to
receive proposals for the printing needed
by this body ; said committee to open said
proposals, and report to this body thelow-
est responsible bidder, and to attend to
such other business as shall be referred to
them.”

If this amendment is adopted, and we
see fit to take oft the subject of reporting .
and refer it to them, we can do so,

Mr. DanrAs. 1 move that the further
consideratien of the resolution and the
amendment be postponed for the present.

Mr. JouN PrICE WETHERILL. T hope
not. Tt seems to me that this’is a very
important matter, and should be fixed at
the outset. The reportingand printing of
this Convention will' probably be the
largest item of expense.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President: I call the
gentleman to order. A motion to post-
pone is not in arder.
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The PRESIDENT. The Chair does not
concur in that opinion.

Mr., JNo. PRicE WETHERILL. It be-
hooves us to see that this money 1s proper-
ly expended. I therefore say that this
is the most important item before this
Convention. Now, sir, I have no doubt
that the item of reporting and printing
the proceedings of a Convention like this
will not be short of twenty-five thonsand
dollars; therefore, if it does amount to
that, it behooves us to give the work ouat
by contract. We should refer it to the
committee, and instriuet them to receive
proposals; and that committee should be
charged with the duty of opening those
proposals, and awarding the contraet to
the lowest responsible bidder. I do hope
the amendment will be adopted. In re-
regard to other matters, and in regard to
printing—as the matter of reporting is
closely allied to that of printing—we have
a standing Committee on Printing, and
let that matter be referred to that com-
mitte for their consideration, and give
them charge of everything pertaining te
printing.

Mr. GowEN. Mr. President: It seems
to me that, if we go into this subjeet at
all, the resolution of Mr. MacVeagh, as
accepted by Mr. White, covers the whole
ground, and is, in one respect, better than
the resolution of Mr. Wetherill, for the
reason that the first resolution simply
makes it the duty of the committee to re-
port the result of the several bids to this
Convention for their aetion; whereas, the
resolution of Mr. Wetherill gives to five
or six gentiemen the power to make a
contract with the lowest bidder. It seemns
to me, however, that this whole question
is better met by referring it, or letting it
be considered as referred, to the Commit-
tee on Rules, for in those rules there will
doubtless be a Committee on Printing,
Accounts and Reporting. If that is the
case, it would be better that the standing
committee on this subject shonld have
entire jyrisdiction over the whole subject,
rather than that a temporary committee
should now take action upon it. I would
suggest that, to-morrow, we will probably
have the report of the Committee on
Rules, which will embrace this subject,
and relieve us of the necessity of appoint-
ing a special committee.

Mr. DALLAS. Mr. Piesident : The ques-
tion before the House, as I understand, is
my motion to postpone this entire subject
for the present. If 80 postponed, then the
purpose of my friend, Mr. Gowen, would

be accomplished, and the Committee on
Rules can report. 1 suppose it is unques-
tionably true that this question of expense
is going to be one of the most serious:
items imposed upon the tax-payers of the
State. 1 see that certain gentlemen in
this hall have considered this subject,
and I think it is fair for those who have
not eonsidered it that they should have:
time to eonsider it also. The reasons that
led me to make the motion to postpone
are, first, that the Committee on Rules
might bave an opportunity to report, to
see if their report includes this sabject;
and, second, that members who have not
eonsidered the subject may have more
itme.

Mr. MacVEaGH. The gentleman is en-
tirely mistaken in his undersianding.
There has been no consultation upon the
subject to my knowledge, other than
passed in the committee of nine appoint-
ed by this body, and what has passed in
the body of this Convention this morn-~
ing. It was brought before the committee
of nine, and we submitted a recommenda-
tion, and it was,in pursuance of that re-
eommendation, that the matter was
brought before the Convention. At the
meeting of the delegates, to which the
gentleman doubtless alludes, in no man-
ner was the subject considered in any di-
rection whatever. I have had, and I am
sure I can speak for the gentlemen around
me, no consultation whatever about it.
This did not come, as we understand it,
within the purview of the other action we
took. All 1Iwant is, that the Convention,
and not a committee, shall be confronted
with this question: Does the Convention
prefer that the reporting shall be done by
reporters, and the printing by printers, or
that the printing and the reporting shall
both be done under a contract with the
printer? Kven upon that subject I have
no settled opinion. But I have an opinion
that the Convention ought to decide it
rather than a committee.

Mr. Nires. I desire to ask the gentle~
man a question, and that is if there is not
a contract now with the State Printer by
which he is entitled to the printing and
binding of the State, and in force?

Mr. MAacVEAGH. Of that X know noth-
ing. But I do not believe any eontract
made by the Legislature would be bind~
ing upon us, as I do not believe the limi-
tations of the Convention are in any de-
gree binding. I think this Convention is
sitting in a sovereign capacity, and is gquite
competent to make a contract for its print-
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ing and reporting or anything else. In
that I may be in error, for I have no know-
ledge on the subject.

Mr. JNo. PRICE WETHERILL. I desire
1o call attention to the difference between
the resolation I offered and the one offered
by the gentleman from Dauphin (Mr.
MacVeagh.) The gentleman from Dau-
phin desires a committee appointed to take
into eonsideration all the different meth-
«ods, I desire a committee on printing and
binding to give this work out to the lowest
responsible bidder.

Mr. MacVEAGH. The. printing and
binding ?

Mr. JNo. PRICE WETHERILL. No, 8ir;
the printing. 1 am willing that the re-
porting shall eome up afterward.

The PRESIPENT. The metion is to post-
pone for the present. Upon that motion
«ebate mpon the merits of the question is,
legitimately, not in order.

Mr. HABRY WHrTE. I moveto amend,
by making the metion to postpone indefi-
nite. That is debatable. My understand-
ing is, that the motion to postpone for the
present is not debatable, hut the motion
‘to postpone indefinitely allows the largest
latitude of deBate.

The PRESIDENT. The Ckair is of the
«opinion that any motien to postpone is de-
batable, but the debate must be confined
to the motion to postpoene.

Mr. HaArRrY WHITE. Then, as to the
propriety of postpoming this guesion for
the present. What is the situation here?
A resvlution has been offered for the ap-

pointment of a eomrnittee to-consider and
report to this Convention the question of
‘reporting and printing its proceedings.
We cannot take a step in that direction
too quickly. It has been suggested, let
us wait, let us.delay this matter until the
standing eommittees are appointed, and
the Committee on Printing will dispose
of this question. Mr. President, this is
the second day of our proceedings. I see
before me persons taking notes of our
proceedings. A part of our history has

already occurred. We do not know what’

step we are going to take. We do not
own the notes those persons are taking of
our proocedings. The quicker we dis-
pose of this question the better. And
here isanother question; the State Printer
is here on this floor, elaiming that the
printing of this bedy belongs to him, by
virtue of a contract made by him with the
State for doing the State printing. I, as
one individual member of this body, do
not think it does. But the committee
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contemplated by that resolation has the
power to inquire into the whole matter,
and report, at the earliest practicable
moment, to this Convention such plan as
the majority of the committee may de-
vise. Of eourse, if that committee is pru-
dent, it will invite bids from all over the
country, and this Convention will get the
result of it, and can act as, in their discre-
tion, seems best.

Mr. DARLINGTON. Mr. President: So
far ag I have heard the argument here to-
day on this question, they all seem to as-
sume that the debates of this Convention
are going to be reported and printed.
Is not that the first question that should
be carefully eonsidered and decided,
whether we intend to have the debates of
the Convention reported before we make
any contract about it, or rush into any ex-
treme measures from which we cannot
back out? It may be the sense of the
Convention that we have everything
taken down that is done. That may be
80; I do not know. We had in the former
Convention, I recollect, the report of our
daily debates in a daily paper, which
lasted five or six weeks, and then we
abolished it, by common consent, as use-
less and unnecessary. Our debates were,
nevertheless, reported and printed in Ger-
man as well as in English, and when they
were distributed they were distributed
among thelibraries. TheGerman nobody
wanted. The othersthey took and got rid
of them as well as they could. Wheo
read them? Did anybody read them? I
reealleet your sugestion, Mr. President,
that the best we ecould do with them
would be to give the English debates
to those who represented German coun-
ties, and the German debates to those
who 1epresented English counties, and
thereby we would be sure nobody read
them. I wunderstand that they are net
now te be printed in German. But are
we ready to have these debates reported
an extenso upon every iramaterial subject
that arises? What interest is it to this

generation, or to posterity, whether the -

debates for the last two days are ever
printed? Who wants his nonsense or his
folly to be given to posterity? I do not.
The reports of this Convemtion ought to
be confined, if the debates are ever re-
ported at all, to an intelligent report of
discussions upoun prineiples, and upon the
amendments whieh are proposed, leaving
outof them everything that istrash, every-
thing but substance. How are we to do
that? Not by rushing into a contract like
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this. T donot care who doesthe printing, if
it istobe done at all; but T am informed by
respectable authority—I have not looked
at the law myself-—the Secretary of the
Commonwealth informed me, that it was
claimed as a right by the State Printer
that he should have this job. 1 do not
know whether that is right or wrong. I
cannot tell. It is supposed that if this is
to be done at all, it ean be done as cheaply
under his contract as undera contract with
anybody else. I do not know the gentie-~
man. I do not know anything aboutthat
contract. But I do not think this Con~
vention is prepared to vote on this subject
to-day. There is no necessity for hurry.
‘We have said nothing yet that it is neces-
sary to hand down to posterity, not one of
us. It will be some days yet before we
get down to talking sense.

Mr. MacVEagH. 1 was told by two
members of the committee to-day that
there are two reporters, who, under a
quasi sanction of the Seecretary of the
Commonwealth, are now reporting the
proceedings of this body, and understood
to be in the pay of the Convention, al-
though not formally so. That is the only
object I have in moving in the matter as
T do. :
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Mr. DARLINGTON. I think, then, if
that is the case, the sooner they report
quasi the better. If they are quasi re-
porters let them report quasi. I merely
want to close my remarks by saying that
¥ am favorable to postponement.

RESIGNATION OF MR. RHONE.

Pending further consideration of the
guestion before the Convention, Mr.
Woodward rose to a question of privilege,.

“and presented the following resignationr

To the President and members of the Con-~
stitutional Convention :

GENPLEMEN :—I hereby tender you my
resignation as delegate from the Thir-
teenth district.

Your ohedient servant,
DANIEL L. RHOXNE.

HARRISBURG, Nov. 13, 1872,

Mr. WooDWARD. I movethatthe com-
munieation be refeirred to the delegates at
large who represent the minority of this
Convention, to fill the vacaney.

The motion was carried.

The hour of two having arrived, the
President adjourned the Convention untik
to-morrow morning at ten o’clock.
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THIRD DAY.

THURSDAY, November 14, 1872,

The Convention met at ten o’clock A.
M., pursuant to adjournment, the Presi-
dent, William M. Meredith, in the Chair.

PRAYER.

Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. Keeling,
of the Episcopal Church of Harrisburg, as
follows:

Almighty and Eternal God, Maker of
all things, Judge of all men; who hast
ordained governments on earth for the
better security and happiness of our race,
visit, we pray Thee, with Thy loving kind-
ness, the Council of this Commonwealth
now especially assembled in Thy pre-
sence in this place. Fit them with all
needed wisdom for the due discharge of
the solemn duties committed to them.
Help them to remember that they stand,
not only before the people, but in Thy
sight, charged with the solemn trust of
power. Save them from all error, pride,
ignorance and prejudice. Guide their
councils and labors to such just conclu-
sions as may be acceptable to the people
of this State, and to the maintenance of
peace, and union, and truth, and justice,
and religion, and kindness, and be an
honor to them and acceptable to Thee;
which we ask through Jesus Christ, our
Redeemer—Amen.

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings
was read.

Mr.CocHRAN. Mr. President: Imerely
suggest in regard to one matter as record-
ed in the Journal, that John Gibson was
elected a delegate from the county of
York ; that counties are not recognized in
the election of delegates to this Conven-
tion. They are elected by Senatorial dis-
tricts, and I suggest that instead of the
words ‘‘the county of York,’”” the words
tithe Twentieth Senatorial district” be
fnserted in that portion of the Journal.

The Journal was so modified, and as
modified was approved.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE TO FILL VACANCY.

Mr. WoOoDWARD. Mr, President: Irise
to a question of privilege. I offer the re-
port of the Delegates at Large on the sub-

ject of the vacancy ocecasioned by the re-
signation of Mr. Rhone.
The report was read as follows:

The Delegates at Large to whom it was
referred to fill the vacancy in the member-
ship of the Convention oceasioned hy the
resignation of Daniel L. Rhone, of the
Thirteenth Senatorial distriet, do report
the following resolution :

Resolved, That Caleb E. Wright be and
hereby is appointed a member of the
Convention, to fill the vacancy in the re-
presentation of the Thirteenth Senatorial
district, caused by the resignation of
Daniel L. Rhone, the member elect of
said district. .

(Signed) GEO. W. WOODWARD,

WM. H. SMITH,

JOHN H. CAMPBELL,
JAS. ELLIS,

A. G. CURTIN,

WM. J. BAER,

8. ¢. T. DODD,

R. A. LAMBERTON,
“SAM’L H. REYNOLDS,
ANDREW A. PURMAN,
FRANKLIN B. GOWEN,
WM. L. CORBETT,
GEO. M. DALLAS.

‘Whereupon, Caleb E. Wright presented
himself in front of the Clerk’s desk, and
the following oath was administered to
him by the President:

You do swear that you will support the
Constitution of the United States, and per-
form your duties as a delegate in thisCon-
venition with fidelity, so help you God.

QUALIFYING OFFICERS.

Mr. LAWRENCE. Mr. President: I un-
derstood that the gentlemen who were
elected to the subordinate offices yester-
day, at least some of them, are present.
I think this would be a proper time to
have them sworn. Ifit requiresa motion
I would move that they now present them-
selves to be sworn.

Without putting the motion, the Presi-
dent directed the officers elect to come
forward; whereupon he administered to
them the usual oath.
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RESOLUTION CALLING FOR INFORMATION.

Mr. WoopwARD offered the following
resolution, which was read :

Resolved, That the Auditor General be
requested to inform the Convention what
sums of money were paid out of the Trea-
sury of the Commonwealth for reporting,
printing, binding and transporting the
Debates of the Constitutional Convention
of 1837-8, including also the postage paid
tor transmission of the speeches of mem-

ers through the mails.

Mr. SiMpsoN. Mr. President : I rise to
a question of order. When the Conven-
tion adjourned yesterday there was a
pending question which has not yet been
determined, and 1 submit that it is now in
order to proceed to determine that ques-
tion. I have no objeetion to this resolu-
tion, but I want the business disposed of
in order.

The PrESIDENT. No rules having been
adopted, the Chairsupposes that this body
is governed by the ordinary parliamenta-
ry rules. First, after the reading of the
Journal, is the reception of petitions;
second, the offering of resolutions, and,
third, is going on with the business pend-
ing when we adjourned. If the Chair is
in error he desires to be corrected.

The resolution was read a second time.

Mr., WooPWARD. Mr. President: The
only word of explanation that resolution
requires is in reference to the matter of
postage. I will explain to gentlemen
that the reporter of the former Conven-
tion had not made much progress in pub-
lishing the Debates when the Convention
adjourned, and as he was required to sub-
mit every gentleman’s speech to him, the
question arose as to how he eould do it at-
ter the Convention adjourned, and it was
resolved that he should send them by
mail, the State paying the postage both
ways. For a year and a half an enormous
mass of worthless matter was passing
through the mails of Pennsylvania in or-
der that gentlemen might have a chance
to revise their speeches. Now I want to
know what that amounted to. That post-
age bill must have amounted to eonsider-
able.

The resolution was adopted.

RESIDENT CLERK OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES.

Mr. StTanTON offered the following reso-
lution, which was twice read and
adopted :
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Resolved, That Mr. John A. Smull, Resi-
dent Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives, be requested to aid the officers of
this Convention.

DEPARTMENTAL EXPENDITURES.

Mr. FrREEZE offered the following pre-
amble and resolution, which were read:

‘WHEREAS, By the tenth section of the
act ealling this Convention, the Secretary
of the Commonwealth was authorized to
be prepared, for the informationand use
of the Convention, such statistical infor-
mation.as may be useful to it in the per-
formance of its duties; therefore,

Resotved, That the Secretary of the
Commonwealth be requested and in-
structed to furnish to the Convention,
within ten days, the expenditares of the
Executive Department, including the
Auditor General and Surveyor General’s
offices, as well as the expenditures, in de-
tail, for two years last past, of the Legis-
lative Department.

Mr. LawReNCE. I suggest that the
rules of this body require resolutions call-
ing on the Departments forinformation to
lie over one day.

The PRESIDENT.
the subjeet.

Mr. LawRrENCE. If we adopt the ordi-
nary rules of the House of Representa-
tives, they require all such resolutions to
lie over one day.

The PrEsIDENT. There have been no
rules adopted as yet.
Mr. LAWRENCE.

to it.

The PRESIDENT. It can be easily post-
poned until to-morrow.

Mr. LAwRENCE. I have no objections
to the resolution.

The resolution was read a second time.

Mr. ManN. I move to amend, by
striking out the words * required and in-
structed,” and inserting the word ¢re-
quested.” I think the word ¢“requested’’
will be sufficient to obtain the informa-
tion.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr, MaNN. Asthere is very mueh in-
formation asked for in this resolution, I
move to amend, by strikingout the words
“ten days,” and inserting the words
“within a reasonable time.”

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. Hopxins moved to amend, by
striking out the words ‘ within a reasona-
ble time,” and inserting the words ‘at
his earliest convenience.”

The amendment was agreed to.

There is no rule on

I have no objection
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Mr. BRoDHEAD. Iwouldask the mover
of this resolution if we have not all this
information in the report of the Auditor
General? 1If there is any necessity for
these officers to go to all this tronble, and
to put the State to the expense of ascer-
taining these things? If they areinthe re-
ports of the Auditor General we can ob-
tain the information from them.

The resolution was then adopted, a di-
vision being called, by a vote of 49 in the
affirmative and 20 in the negative.

USE OF STATE LIBRARY.

Mr. WHERRY offered the following reso-
lattion, which was twice read :

Resolved, That the State Librarian be
requested to furnish books to the members

- of the Convention under the same rules

as to members of the Legislature.

Mr. MacCoNNELL moved toamend, by
adding the words ‘ during the sessions of
the Convention in Harrisburg.”

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. Darnas. I ask what those rules
are. The resolution says the same rules
as those of the Legislature.

Mr. WHERRY. The mover of the reso-
lution is unable to tell exactly what they
are, but they arelaid down inthe volume
of rules. TItake it for granted that they
are quite sufficient.

Mr. Darras. Does it mean we are to
have the use of certain books, or are they
to be presented to us ¢

Mr. WHERRY. 1 presume the use
only. '

The resolution asamended was passed.

PRINTING FORMER CONSTITUTIONS.

Mr. HENRY W. SmiTH offered the fol-
lowing resolution, which was twice read :

Resolved, That two hundred copies of
the Constitution of Pennsylvania of 1776,
1790 and 1838, and subsequent amend-
ments, be printed in pamphlet form for
the use of the members of the Conven-
tion.

Mr. WHERRY moved to amend, by
by striking out all after the word “re-
solved,”” and inserting the following :

“That a committee of five be appointed
to consider and report what additional
books, if any, are necessary to be pur-
chased or printed for the use of the Con-
vention.”

Mr. HENRY W. SmitH. I hope the
amendment will not be agreed to. The
effect of the resolution is simply to print
the three Constitutions that have had
existence since 1776, for the convenience

of members. It is necessary, I think al-
most absolutely necessary, that they
should have them all before them em-
braced in a small book in pamphlet form;
as many of these old things of original
principles will be brought before this
Convention, we ought to have them in
that form. We have already books in
two large volumes, and it will take a man
thirty days to find out what is in them. I
find that the Constitutions of 1776 and of
1790 are not in those large books. The
expense will be very small to print two
hundred copies, and I think members
will find it convenient to have them in
that way. I hope the amendment will
not be adopted.

Mr. WHERRY. Mr. President: In be-
half of the arnendment I offered I desire
just to say a word. It coversall that isin
the original resolution, and a single point
more. This Convention may be troubled
every day of its sessions with resolutions
calling for the printing or purchasing of
books, and .gentlemen of the Convention
cannot vote very intelligently upon them.
Now I simply ask for a committee to
whom shall be referred all resolutions of
that eharaecter, who can report to this body
what books are necessary for this Con-
vention. I have no objection to printing
this book of Constitutions, but I presume
that there are also other things that will
have to be printed.

Mr. HENRY W, SmiTH. The Conven-
tion is certainly as competent to decide
the simple question proposed by this
resolution as any committes and more so.

Mr. HANNA. Mr. President: I move to
refer the resolution and amendment to
the committee of fifteen. My reason for
making that motion is that this commit-
tee, appointed yesterday, will, no doubt,
report the rules and regulations to govern
this Convention. One of these standing
committees may or may not be a commit-
tee on printing. Now, I submit that if
such a committee should be appointed,
all such resolutions as this should be re-
ferred to that committee on printing to ex-
amine and report upon the expediency of
the printing proposed by such resolutions.
I submit that we should not be in haste
in this respect, and that this resolution
providing for the appintment of a special
committee on printing would be more ap-
propriately referred to this standing ecom-
mittee on printing. 1 therefore make
this motion to refer this resolution, for the
present, to this committee appointed yes-
terday.
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Mr. WHERRY. I think the gentleman
misapprehends what the duties of the
printing committee will be. Certainly
they will not be to decide what books
should be printed, but only to execute
the orders of this Convention in the mat-
ter of printing.

Mr. STANTON. I move that the whole
matter be postponed for the present. I
raake that motion because there isalready
before the Convention a proposition to
appoint a committee on printing, and, if
adopted, the resolution will be referred to
that committee.

The motion of Mr. Stanton was agreed
to.

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORTS.

Mr. RusseLL offered the following reso-
lution, which was twice read :

Resolved, That the Auditor General be
requested to furnish the Convention a
statement showing the amountof revenue
received into the Treasury of the Com-
monwealth during the years ending, re-
spectively, on the 30thof November, 1870,
and 1871, specifying the sources from
which said revenue was derived; the
same to be furnished as soon as his state-
ments can be prepared.

Mr. DArRLINGTON. I8 not that informa-
tion to be found in the printed reports of
the Auditor General?

Mr. MacVeaGH. Ithinkevery particle
of it. Ithink it would certainly be wise
if the gentleman before offering this reso-
lution would investigate the books al-
ready published at the expense of the
State. If this information is not there
fully and in detail, then we ought to have
it. But as these reports, to be of any use,
will require to be printed when they come
in, it looks to me as though we arein dan-
ger of duplicating the printing already
doneatthe expenseof the Commonwealth.
If that is not so of course we ought to
haveit, Iam very strongly of the opin-
ion that if we pass this resolution this
morning, and it is carried into effect, it
will only result in copying and re-print-
ing certain portions of the Auditor Gen-
eral’s reports. I think it is notasking too
much that the gentleman take the trouble
to ascertain whether the information is
not already given, and in as full detail as
it can be done. If it is, it is certainly un-
desirable to pass this resolution, which
will require a very considerable expendi-
ture in printing alone. 1 am very sure
that the gentleman from Chester (Mr.
Darlington) is correct. But I will not ob-
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ject; we may both bein error. I think,
however, he is correct in stating that
everything asked for in this resolution,
and I think I am correct in stating that
everything asked for in the former reso-
tution {s confained in the amplest detail
in the printed reports. Therefore, it
would be best to ask for copies of those
reports so as to avoid duplicating them.

Mr. WHERRY moved to amend the reso-
lution so that it would read as follows:

¢ Resolved, That the Auditor General be
requested to furnish each member of this
Convention one copy of each of his an-
nual reports for the years 1871 and 1872.”

Mzr. RussELL. I will accept the amend-
ment. It is absolutely necessary we
should have this information. Iam will-
ing that my resolution shall go in at the
end of this one as a proviso, in case the
information cannot be obtained from the
printed reports.

Mr. StanToN., If the Auditor General
has the information already printed he
can send it into the House. If he hasnot,
it is necessary to print it. I can see no
objection to passing the resolution if he
has it already printed.

Mr. Lirry. There are several reports
of the Auditor General, and we should
designate what report. It is suggested
that the financial report be designated.

Mr. RussELL accepted the modification
proposed.

Mr. MacVEagH. I desire to state for
the information of the Convention—

The PrESIDENT. Has the modification
been accepted ?

Mr. MacVEAGH. It has been accepted
by the mover of the resolution.

The report for this year, I infer, has not
been printed. The year ends on the 30th
of November, and therefore it will not be
printed until about the middle of Decem-
ber. I did not think of that at the time.
But it does seem to me that the present
postponement of this matter, and its re-
ference to some committee, in order to
prevent the multiplicity of books, is very
desirable. The resolution, if it passes the
House in its present form, will require a
copy of these voluminous reports for each
member. I do not suppose that many
copies are in existence. ' At least I trust
not, for it would show a great waste if
there were. But it does seem to me that
half a dozen or a dozen copies could be
gathered up and placed in a room for the
use of members, which would answer
every purpose, instead of printing this
very counsiderable and expensive book,
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If there is a committee to take into con-
sideration the statistical information re-
quired by the Convention, that commit-
tee could report upon this subject, so that
we could understand it more intelli-
gently, I think, than we do now.

Mr. ANDREW REED. I move that the
turther consideration of the whole matter
be postponed for the present.

The motion of Mr. Reed was agreed to.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STANDING
COMMITTEES AND RULES.

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President: I am in-
structed by the committee of fifteen, to
whom was referred the resolution of yes-
terday, instructing them to report to the
Convention what standing committees
should be formed, and also what rules for
the government of this body, to make a
partial report. And in making that par-
tial report I will saythat the committee
met yesterday afternoon at half-past four
o’clock, and with the exception of an in-
termission of half an hour, remained in
continuous session untileleveno’clock last
night, and met at nine o’clock this morn-
ing, and remained in session until this
time. I now submit a report, signed by
the majority, and a dissent, signed by
some of the committee.

The report was read as follows:

To the Constitutional Convention :

The undersigned, committee appointed
to report what standing committees
should be appointed by and rules adopted
for the government of the Convention,
respectfully report :

That the time allotted for theirdelibera-
tions has been too short to enable them
to digest and yeport at this time a body
of rules for the governmeni of the Con-
vention. They therefore request further
time to report such rules, and in order
that the business of the Convention may
not be delayed, they report that the fol-
lowing standing Committees should be
appointed, viz :

1. One Committee, to consist of nine
members, upon the Legislature.

2. One Committee, to consist of eleven
members, upon Legislation.

3. One Committee, to consist of nine
members, upon Executive Department,
its Powers and Duties.

4. One Committee, to consist of fifteen
members, upon Judiciary, including al-
dermen and justices of peace.

5. One Committee, to consist of eleven
members, upon Suffrage, Elections and
Representation.
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6. One Committee, to consist of five
members, upon Impeachment and Re-
moval from Office.

7. One Committee, to consist of nine
members, upon Commissioners, Offices,
Oath of Office, and Incompatibility of
Office.

8. One Committee, to consist of nine
members, upon Education.

9. One Committee, to consist of nine
members, upon Cities and City Charters.

10. One Committee, to consist of nine
members, upon Counties, Townships and
Boroughs.

11. One Committee, to consist of nine
members, upon County, Townships and
Borough Officers.

12. One Committee, to consist of five
members, upon Militia.

13. One Comimittee, to consist of nine
members, upon Public and Municipal
Debts and Sinking Funds.

14. One Committee, to consist of seven
members, upon State Institutions and
Buildings,

15. One Committee, to consist of seven
mermbers, upon Religions and Charitable
Corporations and Societies.

16. One Committee, to consist of eleven
members, upon Railroads and Foreign
Corporations.

17. One Committes, {o consist of nine
members, upon Private Corporations.

18. One Committee, to consist of nine
members, npon Declaration of Rights.

19. One Comunittee, to consist of five
members, upon Future Amendments.

20. One Committee, to consist of nine
members, upon Constitutional Sanetion.

21. One Committee, to consist of nine
members, upon Schedule.

22. One Committee, to consist of five
members, upon Revision and Adjust-
ments.

23. One Committee, to consist of five
members, upon Accounts and Expendi-
tures of the Convention.

24, One Committee, to consist of seven
members, upon Printing and Binding of
the Convention.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

(Signed) JAMES W. M. NEWLIN,

WM. DARLINGTON,
W. H. ARMSTRONG,

J. B. GUTHRIE,
FRANKLIN B. GOWEN,
GEO. W, WOODWARD,
‘WM. HOPKINS,

SAM’'L A. PURVIANCE,
JOHN 8. MANN.
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We, the undersigned, members of the
committee appointed to report what stand-
ing committees should be appointed by
and rules adopted for the government of
the Convention, eoncur in the said report
so far as made, excepting as to the ap-
pointment of a Committee on the Declara-
tion of Rights, from which action of the
committee we respectfully dissent.

(Signed) HARRY WHITE,
D. KAINE,
SILAS M. CLARK,
J. 8. BLACK,
WM. J. TURRELL,
G. V. LAWRENCE.

Mr. CocaraN. I move that the report
be adopted.

The PrRESIDENT. That motion is not in
order. The report will be laid on the

table.

Mr. NEwLIN. Mr. President: I was
also instructed, or requested—it came,
rather, in the way of a suggestion—that if
the committee could be allowed an hour,
or a little longer time, it would be able to
report a body of rules. It is for the Con-
vention to say.

The PRESIDENT put the motion on the
question of granting leave to the com-
mittee to sit during the session of the Con-
vention, and it was agreed to.

REPORTING AND PRINTING.

Agreeably to order, the Convention re-
sumed the consideration of the resolution
relating to the appointment of a commit-
tee to consider the subject of reporting
and printing, pending when the Conven-
tion adjourned yesterday, the question
being on agreeing to the amendment of
Mr. Jno. Price Wetherill, and a motion
having been made by Mr. Dallas to post-
pone the further consideration of the reso-
1ntion and amendment for the present.

Mr. DaLras. Mr. President: My ob-
ject in making the motion was, that the
further consideration of the subject might
be postponed until after the report of the
committee of fifteen. 1 now modify the
motion, that the further consideration of
the same be postponed until after the full
report of the committee of fifteen is
made.

Mr. JNo. PRICE WETHERILL. The
amendment I offered yesterday can be so
modified as to make it the duty of the
standing Committee on Printing, when
appointed, to receive proposals and open
them and make awards. I hope the
matter will not be postponed until the
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opportunity shall be given to make that
amendment.

Mr. BEgBe. I movethatthe resolution
and amendment be referred fo the com-
mittee of fifteen.

Mr. Harry WHITE. I trust the gen-
tleman who offered the motion to post-
pone for the present will see the pro-
priety of the motion made by the gentle-
man from Venango (Mr. Beebe.) It oc-
curs to me that thiz question ought to be
met in a way to avoid confusion. The
committee of fifteen have made a report
as to the standing committees, and it oc-
curs to me that the motion to refer this
matter to the committee of fifteen would
meet all the practical necessities of the
case and avoid all confusion hereafter,
unless it is contemplated to have a special
committee, independent of the standing
committee reported by the committee of
fifteen. 1 trust the motion to postpone
will be withdrawn, and that the motion
of my friend from Venango (Mr. Beebe)
will prevail.

The question being on the motion to
postpone, it was carried, a division being
called by a vote of fifty-five in the affir-
mative to twelve in the negative.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

Mr. CocHRAN. Mr. President: I now
move, for the purpose of bringing the mat-
ter before the Convention, that the report
of the committee of fifteen, presented to
the Convention this morning, be adopted.
The report is not in the form of a resolu-
tion, and it is necessary, I suppose, to put
it in the form of a motion, and that ques-
tion will be divisible if any gentleman
desires.

Mr. SIMPSON.
cessary to take it from the table first.
was laid upon the table.

The President put the gquestion on pro-
ceeding to the consideration of the report
of the committee of fifteen, and it was
agreed to.

The report was read by the Clerk. - .

Mr. NEwLIN. Mr. President: I move
that the report of the committee be adopt-
ed, so that the committee, in pursnance of
the order of the House, may be enabled to
sit now and complete a code of rules.

Mr. KAINE. I move toamend the mo-
tton of the Chairman that the question be
taken upon the adoption of the report on
each committee separately.

Mr. LitLy. The gentleman can reach
his point by moving to strike out the
majority report and insert the minority
report.

I presume it will be ne-
It
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Mr. MACVEAGH. I trust that this vote
will be taken separately. This isone of the
most important labors of the Convention,
and I trust the gentleman’s motion will
prevail.

Mr. GowEgN. I do not understand the
gentleman from Fayette (Mr. Kaine) to
call for a vote upon every committee ?

Mr. KaINE. Yes, sir; my motion was
to amend the motion of the Chairman
that the vote be taken upon the adoption
of every committee. There is a misap-
prehengion upon this subject of the ma-
jority and the minority report. There is
no minority report. A number of us do
not agree with the majority upon the sin-
gle solitary idea, that is the item of the
declaration of rights. That subject is ex-
cited from the jurisdiction of this Con-
vention by the act of Assembly, under
which we are elected, and some of us
thought we had better not interfere with it,
that we had no right to interfere with it,
but some thought otherwise, and were not
willing to submit to the action of the Leg-
islature in declaring what shall not be
considered by this Convention. This is
not a minority report, for we coneurred
in everything else. Every other provi-
sion was adopted unanimously I believe.

Mr. Horxins. I would suggest to my
friend from Fayette (Mr. Kaine) that he
simply call for a division of the question,
and that the vote be taken upon all the
committees recommended by the com-
mittee of fifteen, except the one to which
he refers.

Mr. KaiNE. 1 will accept that proposi-
tion.

Mr. Cassipy. Mr. President——

Mr. Manw.  1Irise to a point of order.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is about to
state that any gentleman has a right to
call for a division of the question. If the
gentleman from Fayette desires to call for
a division of the question he has a right to
do so. Any other gentleman may call
for a further division. The question is
not debatable.

Mr. MANN. Icallfor a division on each
separate committtee.

The PRESIDENT. The question is upon
the first standing committee.

Mr. MacVeaGH. Mr. President: Be-
fore that vote is taken I should like
the Convention to consider the desira-
bleness of making a distinction which
does not appear to me to be made in the
report of the committee. There are cer-
tain eardinal questions in the work of this
Convention of very great importance to

us that we solve them rightly, and to the
people that we present them in a form
likely to meet with their acceptance.
Upon them intelligent men greatly differ,
There are other questions involved in the
re-construction of the fundamental law
which are eertainly of very secondary im-
portance, and about which intelligent men
are not known seriously to differ. What
should be the relation of the judiciary to
a free State? What should be the rela-
tion of the State itself to the great mo-
nopolies of modern civilization? What
are the best methods of representation to
secure a just expression of the popular
will compatible with strength of govern-
ment? These, and possibly one or two
other matters of a similar character, cer-
tainly what should be the limitations upon
the granting of special favors by legisla-
tive action, and how best the lines may be
drawn between the judgment of the courts
and the judgment of legislative bodies in
private controversies, and possibly other
questions, are questions to-day of grave
and pressing import for the peeple of
Pennsylvania; possibly how for the State
in its corporate capacity can wisely inter-
fere in aid of labor in its unequal struggle
with capital, and possibly, I repeat, other
questions as well, that are now pressing
upon the attention of all thoughtful men
engaged in laying anew the bases of the
organic law for large, industrious, thriv-
ing communities like that of Pennsylva-
nia. And there are other matters, such
as the public buildings of the State, such
as the officers for the administration of
counties and townships and boroughs,
such as the best methods of avoiding in-
compatibility of officers, such as provid-
ing for amendments to the Constitution,
and for the revision and adjustment of
the different sections of this new Consti-
tution we are about to frame, for the su-
pervision of the accounts and expenses
and printing and binding of the Conven-
tion, which are certainly of quite second-
ary importance, and about which intelli-
gent men are not likely much to differ.
Now the numbers of these committees
seem to me not to have been arranged
with a reference to the greater distinction
of subjects, and I trust that at least fora
few of these great pivotal committees,
upon whose work the success or failure of
this Convention must depend, when ar-
raigned at the bar of public opinion, I
trust for these leading, cardinal questions,
committees of not less than fifteen will
be ordered by this Convention. I know
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it is convenient to have a lesser number,
but I also know, or at least I believe, that
in the result it will have been found more
convenient and more satisfactory to have
had a larger and fuller representation of
the different views of the different sec-
tions which are represented in the Con-
vention. I trust, therefore, that upon the
Legislative and upon the Executive, as
upon the Judiciary and upon Suffrage,
Elections and Representation, at least,
and upon Railroads and Foreign Corpora-
tions, we will have committees of fifteen
each.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair has re-
ceived a motion to adopt the report of the
committee, and if no amendments are in
contemplation that might be done. But
as amendments are oftered, the Chair is
of the opinion that it should be put in the
form of a resolution, and that may be re-
duced to writing hereafter.

Mr. NEwriN. I offer that resolution.

The PRESIDENT then stated the question
to be on the amendment to the resolution
to increase the standing committee on
Legislation, now under consideration, to
fifteen.

Mr. CocHRAN. Mr. President: 1 wish
merely to remark, sir, that it is admitted
that the questions presented by the report
of this committee are important, and that
it is very difficult, trom the mere reading
of a report such as this, to understand its
exact scope, and the several particular
paragraphs of it providing for the appoint-
ment of distinet committees. Now, if I
understood the reading of the report in
the first instance, I understood the first
committee provided for was a committee
on Legislation. If that be so I would
like to have the distinction between the
two explained. I would like to vote un-
derstandingly, and I do not know what is
intended . by the distinction between a
Committee on the Legislature and a Com-
mittee on Legislation.

Mr, GOwWEN, Mr. President: Asone of
the members of that committee, and as T
acted as secretary,and happentohavethe
schedule before me, I can probably ex-
plain. 'The matters that we considered of
the most importance we referred either to
very large committees, or the subject
matter was divided and two separate com-
mittees indicated to take charge of these
sub-divisions. Thatwas particularly the
case upon the subject of the Legislature.
It was conceived that that was one of the
most important subjects to come be-
fore the Convention, and a committee
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of nine was recommended upon the Leg-
islature and a committee of eleven upon
the subject of Legislation. The distinction
drawn in the committee between these
two subjects is this: That the Committee
upon the Legislature shall have power to
report the number, the qualifications, the
manner of election, and all that goes to
make up the body that composes the Leg-
islature, and have nothing whatever to do
with the powers, restrictions or duties of
the members of the Legislature after they
have convened in General Asseinbly.
That subject was intended to be referred
to the Comumittee upon’ Legislation, and
it was supposed that that committee
would be charged with what is, I have no
doubt, one of the most important objec:s
of this reform Convention, namely : The
restriction of the powers of the Legisla-
ture; that it should take off all qusstions
of special or class legislation, every act or
method of passing bills, every act or
method whereby the Legislature in Gen-
eral Assembly exercises its duties or per-
forms its functions. That was the dis-
tinetion drawn by the committee of fifteen,
and, I believe, unanimously agreed to
after a very full discussion.

Mr. MacVEacH. IfIcanobtainunani-
mous consent, I desire to withdraw my
amendment. Aftertheexplanationgiven,
that is certainly a sufficiently large com-
mittee on the subject of the election of
the Legislature.

Consent was given, and the amend-
ment was withdrawn.

Mr. Davip N, Warre. Mr. President:
These two commmittees now spoken of—
the Committee on Legislature and the
Committee on Legislation—are very im-
portant ones. I had drawn up, with an
idea to this subject, a Committee on the
Legislature, the number, the apportion-
ment, the mode of election, term of office,
privileges, gualifications and compensa-
tion of the members of each House of the
General Assembly, the time of meeting,
vacancies and of adjournment. This
would comprehend the number, which is
a very important question. It would
comprehend, also, whether you have
anunual or biennial sessions. It would
also comprehend the mode of election,
and the division of districts; and I hope
this Convention will agree to a commit-
tee of at least fifteen on that subjeet. It
is one of the great subjects to come before
this body. For my part I disagree with
the report of the committee in regard to
the number of committees. I think the
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number is entirely too large. I think it
is likely there will be clashing between
the committees. There are about ten or
twelve important subjects, which com-
prehend the whole Constitution. I would
prefer to see them divided in that form,
and have large committees, so there will
be no clashing between these committees,
each having a distinet subject, and have
them carefully considered before they are
brought into the Convention for debate.
The second committee, which, if I may be
allowed to refer to it—it is not now exact-
ly before us—is on the powersof the Legis-
lature—the limitation of the powers of the
Legislature—and is one of the most im-
portant committees that can be raised in
this Convention. It is one of the great
subjects to come before this body, and I
should be sorry to see any less number on
that committee than fifteen. That, in-
deed, is the great question that has called
us together. I do not believe there would
have been any Convention-called but for
the demand of the people of this State
that there should be some limitation
of the powers of the Legislature. No
reform is s0 much needed, no guestion
demands so careful consideration and so
complete an interchange of sentiment,
and I hope that committee, also, will be
of the number of fifteen. I offer an
amendment, that the Committee on Legis-
lature shall be composed of fifteen mem-
bers.

The amendment was not agreed to.

The first division, providing for a com-
mittee of nine members upon the Legis-
lature, was agreed to.

The second division was read as follows:

¢“ One Committee, to consist of eleven
members, upon Legislation.”

Mr. MacVeagH. I now move to in-
crease the number of that committee to
fifteen, for the reason stated by Mr. Gow-
en, that it embraces one of the most im-
portant subjects to come before this Con-
vention.

Mr. DarniNGTON. If the gentlemen
will look over that list and see that it re-
quires about two hundred members to
form these committees, I think they will
be satisfied with the number that this re-
port includes.

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Mr. President: [
hope this amendment will pass. T agree
most heartily with the suggestion that
this is one of the most important commit-
tees we can have. It is one. of the great
objects which induced the people to call
us here, and it is right that this subject
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should be fully considered in committee.
I take it for granted that the labor of this
Convention—the great labor of this Con-

‘vention~—will be in the committees.

Every question presented should be so
fully considered there, and so tho-
roughly investigated that the report
of the committee, when made, will com-
mand the approval of this Convention;
that they will feel assured the committee
has given the subject full and due consid-
eration and thorough investigation. It is
right, therefore, that the committee should
be large. The gentleman who last ad-
dressed the House said that it should be
remembered that such a number com-
posed these committees. Why, sir, in the
Convention of Illinois, consisting of but
eighty-two members, there were three
hundred and twelve on committees. Our
number greatly exceeds theirs, and the
gentleman stated that two hundred and -
twenty-four would be on committees, not
80 many by nearly a hundred as theirs.
Gentlemen can well serve on more than
one committee. Probably the chairman
will have enough to do when he is chair-
man of one committee, but men of abili-
ty can serve on more than one committee,
and I hope that not only every member
of the Convention will be upon a com-
mittee, but that the leading members, the
well informed members, those who come
with the experience of age and with
minds well equipped, will be distributed
throughout several of the committees,
that they may be entitled to that weight
which the report of every committee
should when presented. I do most sin-
cerely hope that this most important of
all committees will be increased to fifteen.

On the question, will the Convention
agree {o the amendment?

The yeas and nays were required by
Mr. MacVeagh and Mr. M’Allister, and
were as follow, viz:

YEAS.

Messrs. Ainey, Alricks, Andrews, Ad-
dicks, Baer, Black, (York,) Bailey, (Hunt-
ingdon,) Baily, (Perry,) Beebe, Black,
(Greene,) Bowman, Brodhead, Brown,
Barelay, Curtin, Campbell, Corbett, Ca-
rey, Carter, Church, Collins, Corson, Cron-
miller, Curry, Dimmick, Dodd, DeFrance,
Dunning, Edwards, Elliott, Ewing, Fell,
Finney, Fulton, Gibson, Gilpin, Hall, Han-
na, Hay, Hazzard, Hemphill, Heverin,
Hopking, Horton, Hunsicker, Lamberton,
Lilly, Long, M’Allister, M’Clean, M’Cul-
loch, M’Murray, MacVeagh, Mann, Man-
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tor, Minor, Niles, Purman, Palmer, H. W,
Palmer, G. W., Patterson, (Allegheny,)
Patterson, (Lancaster,) Porter, Pughe,
Reynolds, S. H., Read, (Philadelphia,)
Reed, (Mifflin,) Rooke, Ross, Runk, Rus-
sell, Sharpe, Smith, (Berks,) Smith, (Lan-
caster,) Stanton, Stewart, Struthers,
White, David N., Wetherill, (Philadel-
phia,) Wherry, White, J. W. F., Worrell,
Wright and Meredith, President—83.
NAYS.

Messrs. Armstrong, Bartholomew, Ba-
ker, Bannan, Biddle, Boyd, Broomall,
Casgidy, Clark, Cochran, Craig, Davis,
Dallas, Darlington, Ellis, Freeze, Gowen,
Guthrie, Howard, Kaine, Lawrence, Lan-
dis, Lear, MacConnell, Metzger, Mott,
Newlin, Parsons, Patton, Purviance, (Al-
legheny,) Purviance, (Butler,) Reynolds,
James L., Smith, (Allegheny,) Simpson,
Temple, Turrell, Van Reed, Walker,
White (Indiana) and Wetherill (Sehuyl-
kill.)—40.

So the question was determined in the
affirmative.

The second division, as amended, was
then agreed to.

The third division was read as follows:

¢#0One Committee, to consist of nine
members, upon Executive Department,
its Powers and Duties.”

Mr. MacVeacH. 1 should be glad to
say, in order that gentlemen may under-
stand I do not propose to annoy the Con-
vention by constantly proposing amend-
ments, that I have amendments only on
the subjects of Legislature, the Execu-
tive, the Judiciary and Suffrage, Elections
and Representation, (because, as gentle-
men will see, that involves one of the vital
questions to come before the Convention,)
Public and Private Debts and Corpora-
tions, Domestic and Foreign. I simply
state this as the view of my mind, and
that gentlemen may not misunderstand
and consider that I am annoying them
with unnecessary amendments. But, in
view of the fact that the present com-
mittee embraces the entire relation of the
Executive powers of the government, in-
cluding the power of pardon and the re-
mission of fines and forfeitures, I feel
obliged to move that that committee- be
increased to fifteen.

On the question, will the Convention
agree to the amendment of Mr. Mac-
Veagh?

A division was called, and the vote be-
ing 50 in the affirmative and 51 in the
negative, the amendment was not agreed
to.
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The third division was then agreed to.

The fourth division was read, as follows:

¢ One Committee, to consist of fifteen
members, upon Judiciary, including al-
dermen and justices of the peace.”

The division was agreed to.

The fifth division was read as follows :

*“One Committee, to consist of eleven
members, upon Suffrage, Elections and
Representation.”

Mr. MAcCVEAGH. Mr. President: I
movetoamend, by increaging the number
to fifteen. I meed not say that the publie
mind in very many countries, governed
by representative governments, is now
considering various problems suggested
by thoughtful students of political sci-
ence, to endeavor to decide upon the best
method of securing popular representa-
tion in deliberative bodies. I do trustthe
Convention will increase the number of
this committee to fifteen ; it seems to me
to be a committee of very great im-
portance, and I hope that will be done.

Mr. WHERRY offered an amendment to
the amendment, providing that the com-
mittee be limited to Elections and Suft-
rage, and that an additional committee
of seven be created on the subject of
Proportional Representation.

Mr. WHERRY. lagree with my learned
friend from Dauphin (Mr. MacVeagh)
as to the importance of this subject. I
believe this is the subject which lies at
the basis of all prosperity in representa-
tive governments. Gentlemen havesaid
a great deal about the necessity of legis-
lative reform, but I tell you that the peo-
ple are demanding an electoral reform ;
they are demanding reform in representa-
tion; they are no longer willing to trust
power to the will of the majority, unre-
strained and undirected, and not modi-
fied by that conservative power which is
always in the minority. There is no sub-
ject that has commanded the attention of
the minds of the best men of the world
so much during the past twenty years as
this matter of reform in representation.
It has received the attention of some of
our best men in our own country, and has
been deemed worthy the consideration
of Constitutional conventions throughout
the whole country, and in every case it
has been referred to a special committee.
I ask that you consider this matter care-
fully, arid give us a separate commiittee
on this important subject. It is true that
an increase in the number of the mem-
bers of the committee might add power
and weight to its deliberations, but the
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subject is large enough for a special com-
mittee, and I am sure there is work
enough left for the other committee.

The amendment to the aimendment was
not agreed to.

On the question, will the Convention
agree to the amendment of Mr. Mac~
Veagh?

The yeas and nays were required by
Mr, MacVeagh and Mr. Beebe, and were
as follow, via:

YEAS.

Messrs. Ainey, Airicks, Andrews, Ad-
dicks, Achenbach, Baer, Black, (York,)
Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Baily, (Perry,)
Bannan, Beebe, Black, {Greense,) Bow-
man, Brodhead, Brown, Barclay, Curtin,
Carey, Carter, Cassidy, Cochran, Collins,
Corson, Cronmiller, Curry, Dimunick,
Dodd, De France, Dunning, Edwards,
Eiliott, Bwing, Fulton, Gilpin, Hall,
Hanna, Hazzard, Hemphill, Heverin,
Horton, Hunsicker, Lawrence, Landis,
Long, M’Allister, M’Camant, M'Clean,
MacConnell, M’Culloch, M’Murray, Mac-
Veagh, Metzger, Niles, Purman, Palmer,
H. W., Palmer, G. W., Patterson, (Alle~
gheny,) Patterson, (Lancaster,) Porter,
Pughe, Reynolds, 8. H., Read, {(Philadel-
phia,) Reed, (Mifflin,) Ross, Runk, Rus-
sell, Sharpe, Smith, (Berks,) Smith,
(Lancaster,) Stanton, Stewart, Struthers,
Temple, White, (Indiana,) White, David
N., Wherry, White, J. W. F.,, Worrell
and Meredith, President—79.

NAYS.

Messrs. Armstrong, Bartholomew, Ba-
ker, Biddle, Boyd, Broomall, Campbell,
€Corbett, Church, Clark, Craig, Davis, Dal-
las, Darlington, Ellis, Finney, Freeze,
Gowen, Gibson, Guthrie, Hay, Hopkins,
Howard, Kaine, Lamberton, Lilly, Lear,
Mann, Mantor, Minor, Mott, Newlin, Par-
sons, Patton, Purviance, (Allegheny,) Pur-
viance,(Butler,) Reynolds, Jas. 1., Rooke,
Smith, (Allegheny,) Simpson, Turrell,
Walker, Woodward, Wetherill, (Phila-
delphia,) Waetherill (Schuylkill) and
Wright-——46.

So the gquestion was determined in the
affirmative. o

The divisionasamended wasthen agreed
to.
The sixth division was read, as follows :
“One Cominittee, to consist of five mem-
bers, upon Impeachment and Removal
trom Office.

The division was agreed to.
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The seventh division wag read, as fol-
lows: .

« One Commiitee, to consist of nine
members, upon Commissioners, Officers,
Oath of Office and Incompatibility of
Office.” .

The division was agreed to.

The eighth division was read, as fol-
lows:

«One Committee, to consist of nine mem-
bers, upon Education.”

The division was agreed to.

The ninth division was read, as follows:

“One Committee, to consist of nine mem-
bers, upon Cities and City Charfers.”

The division was agreed to.

'The tenth division was read, as follows :

«“One Committee, to consist of nine
members, upon Counties, Townships and
Boroughs.”

Mr. Hay moved to amend, by adding
the words “and their officers.”

Mr. Hay. I do not understand the ne-
cessity for the creation of two committees
upon these subjects, and I offer the
amendment in order that the neeessity
for their appointment may be explained.
It seems to me that the two subjects are
g0 involved that there is no necessity for
two committees to consider them, but that
the same committee might consider the
subjects of Counties, Townships and Bor-
oughs and their Officers.

Mr. MANN., Mr, President: I suppose
all of these committees are of very great
importance, so that it is hardly worth
while to say so of this one. But if gentle-
men will recollect for a moment they
will discover that the Committee on
Counties, Townships and Boroughs wiil
have enough to do without having this
other subject referred to them. I think
it isa great deal better to have two small
committees than to have one large one.
It seens to me that there is as much un-
easiness and as much anxiety for some
reform on this question of county and
township officers as on any other one
thing. Itisa guestion of very great im-
portance. Now the evils complained of
are to be remedied, and a committee to
which that subjeet is specially referred
can better discharge that duty than if
they have the other guestions growing
out of counties and townshipsthemselves.
For that reason I hope the sub-division
will remain as the committee have left it.
They gave this sabject considerable at-
tention, and I believe it was the unani-
mous sentiment of the committee that
this subject ought to be divided.
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Mr. CLARK, Although a member of
the committee, I feel inclined to sustain
this amendment. Whilst in the commit-
tee I expressed that desire, and 1 shall
now support the amendment, although I
signed the report of the committee. It
seemis to me that the organization of
townships, boroughs and counties, and
the duties of the ofticers, are so intimsately
blended that they would be better con-
sidered by one committee. For that rea-
son I shall support the amendment, and
think it recommends itself to the consid-
cration of the Convention. The commit-
tee, it may be observed, consists of nine
persons, and I think that nine persons,
taking the whole subject into considera-
tion, would do more towards reconciling
the present difficulties in the organization
of townships and the duties of the officers
than if the subjects were considered
separately.

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. President: I
was algo a member of the committee, and
in continunation of what my friend from
Potter (Mr, Mann) has sowell said, T will
remind the Convention that almost every
subject here is nearly cognate with the
other. Now, of course, the organization
of boroughs and townships, and borough
and township officers, are nearly allied,
but certainly they are distinct subjects
and divisible. What is contemaplated by
the Committee on Counties and Boroughs
is the organization of counties and bor-
oughs, the defining of their boundaries
and kindred subjects. That, youwill ob-
serve, is entirely distinet and separate
from the election of the different borough
and township officers. This distinction
obtained in the committee, and that is the
reason why two committees were sugges-
ted. T hope it will so remain.

Mr. GoweN. Mr. President: My own
‘experience in Pennsylvania for the last
five or six years is that there is more ras-

¢ality and absolute thievery among coun-

tv, boroughand township officersthan the
nnited stealings upon every other subject
“in the State of Pennsylvania together. 1
sspeak now of certain counties in this State
where the annual taxation is from seven

‘to eight per cent. on the valuation, and

“where from two to three per cent. goes
“into the township and borough expenses,

cand the rest into the pockets of the offi-
~¢ers. These borough and township officers

have the power of taxation. Itisa power
~of taxation which, of course, in a great
wnany cases, in nearly all cases, is limited
1to a certain per cent. Buta system is pre-

valent in Pennsylvania by which they in-
variably levy the full amount of taxation.
Then, without the right to collect, they
ran the township in debt to five or six
times that amount, and then bring suits
against the township to have it collected,
and pass acts of the Legislature to allow
them to do so. For the good government
of the State of Pennsylvania X think it is
as important that the duties and powers
of this body of officers should be as well
defined and as carefully guarded as those -
of the Legislature. And I believe when
this cominittee will have laid before it
the vast amount of testimony and docu-
mentary evidence in order to sbrow the
state of aftairg in the Commmonwealth, the
comrnittee of nine on thesubject of Coun-
ty, Township and Borough Officers will
have as much to do as any other cormmit-
tee recommended for adoption.

Mr. MacVeacH., Mr. President: 1
confess I have heard no reason why one
comnrittee is not able to dispose of this
matter satisfactorily, baving the entire
subjeet of Counties, Townships and Bor-
oughs before them ; it is not a subject of
nragniticent proportions, it seems to me,
why they would not be better able to pro-
vide for it, even from the gentleman’s
own stand-point, than two eommittees;
one endeavoring to determine what offi-
cers should be appointed, and the otherto
determine the limitation of the duties of’
officers when appointed. It seems to me
that work is work to be done by one eom-
mittee,

Mr. Max~, It seems to me very plain,
for it is conceded that one subject referred
to is of very great importance, that the
other one of liow many counties shall be
formed, how miany new counties, how
many new townships and boronghs, is of
importance enough to be referred to a
committee. This matter of creating new
counties has heretofore created great ox-
citement. I'or years a single effort has
been before the Legislature to ereate a
new county. I can remember, in one or
two instances, where a single effort to cre-
ate a new county has been before the Leg-
islature year after year, and has created, 1
think, great demoralization in that com-
munity. And I do think that question is
of vast importance to the welfare of the
people of Pennsylvania. How many new
counties are to he formed ? On what con-~
ditions? How many new townships are
to be formed, and on what conditions?
Why I cannot see how it is possible that
any member of this Convention can doubt
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the importance of this question. The other
one that we have discussed, as to officers,
is equally important. If you are to con-
solidate these two committees I would
have no objection if you do not consoli-
date the whole of them. I can see as
much reason for consolidating any of the
other committees as these two. 1 hope,
therefore, the amendment will not prevail

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President: I think
both these committees are exceedingly
important. The Committee on Counties,
Townships and Boroughs embraces the
formation of new counties, of new town-
ships and of new boroughs. There is
nothing upon the statute books of Penn-
sylvania that is more confusing at this
day than the laws upon the swbject of the
organization of boroughs, and there is
nothing scarcely that is giving the courts
more trouble and more difficulty. Itisa
matter of very serious importance, and
certainly worthy the consideration of a
committee of itself, while the subject of
county, township and borough officers is
of more importance to the people than
any other single question that will come
hefore this Convention. Various proposi-
tions have been madein regard to reform-
ing the organization of the counties so far
as the board of county commissioners is
concerned. The same may be carried out
in the townships, where everything be-
gins. It seems to me proper that we
should commence with the township offi~
cers in the townships, and with the bor-
ough officers in the boroughs. I hope the
amendment will not prevail, but that both
committees will be adopted as reported
by the committee.

Mr. TeMpLe. I would like to ask
whether there is a separate committee for
the county and city of Philadelphia, or
whether this committee will apply to the
whole State?

Mr. NEwLIN. There is no separate com-
mittee for the City of Philadelphia. There
is one general Committee for Cities and
City Charters.

Mr. TEMPLE.
amendment.

The amendment was not agreed to.

The division was then agreed to.

The eleventh division was read, as fol-
lows:

“One Committee, to consist of ninemem-
bers, upon County, Township and Bor-
ough Officers.”

The division was agreed to.

- The twelfth division was read, as fol-
lows:

Then Iam in favor of the
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¢ One Committee, to consist of five mem-
bers, upon Militia.”

The division was agreed to.

The thirteenth division was read, as fol-
lows:

¢ One Committee, to consist of nine mem-
bers, upon Public and Municipal Debts ’
and Sinking Funds.”

The division was agreed to.

The fourteenth division was read, as
follows:

“One Committee, to consist of seven
members, upon State Institutions and
Buildings.

The division was agreed to.

The fifteenth division was read, as fol-
lows:

“0One Committee, to consist of seven
members, upon Religious and Charitable
Corporations and Societies.”

The,division was agreed to.

The sixteenth division was read, as fol-
lows:

“(One Committee, to consist of eleven
members, upon Railroads and Foreign
Corporations.” :

Mr. BAER moved to amend, by striking
out the word ‘“eleven,”’ and inserting in
lien thereof the word ¢ fifteen.”

Mr. MacVEAGHEH moved to amend the
amendment, by striking out the words

- foreign corporations,” and inserting in

lien thereof the words ¢‘railroads and
canals.” .

Mr. WoodpWARD. Mr. President: Iun-
derstood that ¢foreign corporations”
was put in for the purpose of including
those railroad companies in other States
who are connected with those of this
State, and doing business in this State.,
Perhaps the words ¢ foreign corpora-
tions" are not well chosen as referring to
that class, but it is a very important sub-
ject, for you well know that we are sur-
rounded by States whose corporations are
running their cars through our State and
exercising their franchises in our Com-
monwealth, and it Is a subject which cer-
tainly merits the attention of this Conven-
tion. This word ¢ foreign’’ was intended
to reach that class of people. I do not
believe the word was well chosen, be-
cause, strictly speaking, they are not for-
eign; they are domestic in a national
sense, but foreign in a State sense. I
hope my friend will not insist upon strik-
ing it ouf.

Mr. MacVeagH. Mr. President: 1
don’t see the necessity of the language at
all.” A Committee on Railroads certainly
includes all railroads that have the righ:
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of passage through this State. The entire
subject of railroads is embraced, and the
language is not limited. I have no ob-
jeetion to adding any words Judge Wood-
ward may suggest. 1 think the word
“railroads” ecomprehends overything.
The whole iz greater than any of its parts.

Mr. WoobwARD. There might be some
doubt about the meaning of the commit-
tee unless the word ¢foreign’ be in-
serted.

Mr. GOowEN. Mr. President: I hope
the House will not forget that there are a
great number of other foreign corpora-
tions besides railroads doing business in
this State, and it is very important that
some constitutional restriction should be
imposed upoen the Legislature, with refer-
ence to dealing with such bodies. (ren-
tlemen will bear in mind that there is a
Committee on Private Corporations, in
addition to this one on Railroads and
Foreign Corporations, Had there been
no Committee on Railroads and Foreign
Corporations, the Committee on Private
Corporations would have had jurisdietion
of all these subjects. First, it was sug-
gested that one large Committee on Pri-
vate Corporations shonld take cognizance
of all these subjects, but it was considered
that the question of railroads and foreign
corporations was of such importance that
a special comunittee of eleven was sug-
gested.  If we inerease the duties of that
committee, and add canals and turnpikes,
and matters of that kind, it will leave but
little business for the Committee on Pri-
vate Corporations to attend to.

Mr. SimpsoN. Mr. President: It scems
to me it would be better to take the divi-
sion of the vote upon the amendment of
the gentleman from Dauphin (Mr. Mac-
Veagh.) Railroads and canals are inti-
mately blended and connected together
in their business. There should bea com-
mittee especially on railroads and canals,
foreign and domestic, and then let the
subjects of mining eompanies, turnpike
eompanies, and so forth, go to the Private
Corporations Committee, where they boe-
long. ‘That wonld simplify matters.

The question was first taken on the
amendment to increase the number of the
committee to fifteen, which was agreed to.

Mr. MacVeaca then modified his
amendment $o as to read ¢ railroads and
eiuals, foreign and domestie,”” which was
axvresd to, and the division as amended
was agreed to.

The seventeenth division was read, as
follows:
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“One Committee, consisting of nine
members, upon Private Corporations.”

Mr., MacVeacH moved to amend, by
striking out the word ¢ nine,” and insert-
ing in licu thereof the word ¢ fifteen,” and
to add afier the word ¢ corporations™ the
words ¢“foreign and domestic, except rail-
roads and canals, and religious and char-
itable corporations.”

Mr. NewrnIN, Mr. President: I desire
to say a single word at this time. It is
usual for the chairman of a cominittee
having charge of a report from that com-
mittee to answer the variousobjections in
part that are made against the report. I
have refrained so far from troubling the
House with any remarks upon this sub-
jeet as far aSdevelopedq, for the reason that
the very sensible and apparent reason
given by the gentleman from Chester (Mr.
Darlington) applies to nearly all the
amendinents which have been adopted,
namely : That asthe report wasoriginally
made it would require over two hundred
cominittee nien, and therefore a number
of gentlemen would have to serve on two
or more committees, As the House has
from time to time inercased that number
the objectionincreases with it; and it was
very carefully considered inthe committee
and almost unanimously agreed to—in fact,
T understood atthe time guite unanimous-
1y agreed to—that the committees were as
large as it was safe to make them ; that is
to say, if a gentleman was on ong, two,
three or four committees he would be apt
to give his divided attention to them, and
in that manner the advantage of his
thought upon any one specified subject
would be lost to the Convention. That
objection, it seems to me, applics to all
these amendments, and particularly to
this one.

Mr. T. H. B. PATTERSON moved to
amend the amendment, by adding the
words ¢ and taxation.”

Mr. MacVEAGH. I hope that amend-
ment will not be adopted, unless some
light can be thrown uponit. The subject
does not seem to me to be germane.

The amendment to the amendment was
not agreed to.

The amendment offered by Mr. Mac
VYeagh was then agreed to, and the divi-
sion as amended was agreed to.

The eighteenth division was read, as
follows:

# One Committee, to consist of nine
members, upon Declaration of Rights.”

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. President: On
this question, in connection with some -
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members of the committee, I dissented
frorma the report of the majority of the
committee for this reason: In the act of
the Legislature calling this Convenfion
together, in section four, you will observe
the following provision :

“ And provided further, That nothing
herein contained shall authorize the said
Convention to change the language, or to
alter in any manner the several provisions
of the ninth article of the present Con-
stitution, commonly known as the Decla-
ration of Rights, but the same shall be
exempted from the powers given to said
{’onvention, and shall be and remain in-
violate forever.”’

Right here, Mr. President, I will remark
that I will not enter into controversy with
any gentleman as to the fact whether, if
this Convention does take upon itself the
duty of changing that Declaration of
Rights, and submits that change to the

- peopleand the people endorse that change,
but what that would be a proper change
of the Constitution. I will not enter into
any eontroversy on that subject whatever.
I will say, however, that inasmuch as the
act of Assembly calling this Convention
specifies certain things, and prohibits cer-
tain things, thisamong the others, it isim-
proper for this Convention to disregard
this act of Assembly and interfere with
this provision thus excepted. I will re-
mark, furthermore, and it is not bad’
taste to say, that I was a member of the
Legislature which passed this acl of As-
sembly. Well do I remember the occa-
sion when this particular amendment was
offered. Not a dissenting vote was given
against this provision. Well do I remem-
ber the action of the committec of confer-
ence upon this subjeet. No question was
raised about the propriety of this provi-
sion. 'The people have elected their dele-
gates with reference to this provision in
this act, and I for one feel bound to obey
the direetions of the act of Assembly, and
am opposed to committing ourselves by
the appointment of a Commiitee on the
Deelgeation Rights, in disregard of this
feature of the ac¢i of Assembly. This is
the reason for my dissant,

Mr. Enuis. Mr. President: The power
which has invoked this Convention began,
I believe, with the Legislature. The act
was passed in the session of 1871, submit-
ting the question to a vote of the people,
whethera Convention should assemble for
the purpose for which we are here assem-
bled. If this provision now mentioned
had been inserted in the original act, and
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the people by their votes had ratified this
provision, I take it that it would have
heen binding upon the Convention. At
least it would be a matter that would
commend itself to our serious considera-
tion as to whether we should consider it’at
all or not. But when the Legislature
passed an act submitting the question to
the people whether the Convention should
assemble or not for the parpose of amend-
ing the Constitution of the State, and that
question was sabmitted to the people, the
only remaining business for the Legisla-
ture to do was to provide the means neces-
sary for the assembling and organization
of this Convention. Took at it. If the
Legislature had the power to say, “you
shall not touch the article upon the De-
claration of Rights,” the Legislature had
the power to say, “you shall not touch
the judieiary article.” If they had the
power to say, ¢ you shall not toueh these
two articles,” they had power to say,
“you shall not touch but one article of
the Constitution,” and thus nullify the
formal judgment of the people.

I regard the cxpressed opinion of the
Tegislature with very great respeet. The
Bill of Rights was a matter of slow growth;
it had itsorigin in times of trouble in other
countries; it is a matter of mature and
gradual growth, and as it now stands it is
a matter of great veneration. I think
there ecan be no intention to place irreve-
rent hands upon the Bill of Rights, as it
stands in our Constitution; hut as we ad-
vance may it not be possible, in this cen-
tury, that there have been other matters
discovered that may be added to this De-
claration of Rights? And, if so discovered,
cortainly I think it would be our duty to
consider them and add them. I say, once
for all, the Legislature has no power to
bind this Convention to not consider any
article. But in the appointment of this
commiftee it does not positively commit
this Convention to any alteration of the
Bill of Rights. I am therefore most posi-
tively in favor of the appointment of a
eommittee, and most positively do I as-
sert and maintain, at all times, that the
Legislature has no power to circumseribe
the powers of this Convention. The Leg-
islature to assemble in January next have
just as much power to circumsecribe our
duties, and define them, as the last Legis-
lature. I say they have no poweratall to
interfere with our duties; we are answera-
ble only to the people who sent us here,
and our work is to be submitted to them,
and to no other tribunal.

»
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Mr. D. W. PATTERSON. Mr. President:
I merely wish to state that if this Con-
vontion authorizes this committee, and I
should be a member of that cormnittce,
I avould vote, through my veneration of
that Bill of Rights, to report back to this
Convention that it was inexpedient to al-
ter one word of it. Those arc my present
sentiments. But I hope this committee
will be appointed, notwithstanding, in or-
der that this Convention may assert its
sovereign rights. I do mot believe that
the Legislature of this State can legiti-
mately, constitutionally, or in any way,
circumseribe the aection of this Conven-
tion. I believe that iz the very gen-
eral opinion of this Convention, and for
that reason only do I wish to lay these
gentle hands upon it, and appoint a com-
mittee upon that subject, and for that rea-
son alone will I vote for this committee.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President: It scems
by the report of the committee of fiftecn,
which was laid upon the table this morn-
ing, that T am one of the members who
dissented from that portion of the report
appointing a committee upon the Bilt of
Rights. It has been said hero in this de-
bate that the Legislature had no power to
control the action of thig Convention;
that this Convention, having been ordered
by a vote of the people, its power over the
Constitution is unlimited and beyond con-
trol, except by a vote of the people upon
the subsequent ratification of the amend-
ments we make for their consideration.
T apprehend that is a mistake. The act
of Assembly, which was passed in 1872,
regulating the election of membersof this
Convention, and providing their duaties, T
think did more than one thing that they
were not aunthorized to do by the original
act of the Logislature which authorized
the call of a Convention. Now, sir, the
act of 1871, which I hold in my hand—¢“An
act to authorize a popular vote upon the
question of calling a Convention to amend
the Constitution of Peunsylvania’—that
is the foundation of the authority of this
Convention over the Constitution. I read
a portion of the first section:

“That the question of ealling a Conven-
tion to amend the Counstitution of this
Commonwealth be submitted to a vote of
the people at the gencral election to be
held on the second Tuesday of October
next.”

It was to be a Convention for the pur-
pose of proposing amendments to the
Constitution, and not a Convention of un-
limited powers. This, I take it, under

.
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that act of Assembly, is a Convention of
limited powers, only authorized to pro-
pose amendments to the Constitution,
and not to make a new Constitution, as is
provided in theaet of 1872, If that be the
case, then the Legislature had the right to
limitl the aetion of this Convention in re-
gard to the amendments to the Constitu-
tion; they had a right to except from our
consideration the Bill of Rights. And, be-
lieving as I did upon that subjecet,
entered my dissent from the majority of
the committee in reporting a resolution
that a committeo be appointed upon the

subject of the Declaration of Rights. X
hope it will be voted down.
Mr. SrvpsoN. Mr. President: 1 am

not willing, so far as I am concerned, that
there shall be a cross taken from a “t,”’ or
a dot removed from an “i,” in the Decla-
ration of the IBill of Rights, as it now
stands in our Constitution. But when I
reflect that this Convention is called into
being by a vote of the citizens of this
Commonwealth, and that we represent
those citizens and the people of this
Commonwealth here upon this floor, and
in Convention asscmbled, T deny the
right of the Legislature, equally the crea-
ture of the people with ourselves, to
attempt to limit this Convention in any
way from doing what they sec proper for
sthe interest and welfare of those we repre-
sent. 'This Convention was authorized,
not by an act of Assembly, but by the
will of the people of this Commonwealth,
expressed at the ballot box, in which
they declared their desire to have a Con-
vention to amnend and revise the Constitu-
tion, or present an entire new one, and
when that was determined, it remained
simply for the Legislature to determine
where, and when, and how the delegates
should be clected to represent the people
in this Convention, and that was their
sole and only duty. They had no vight
to resfrict the sovereign power of the
people thus conferred upon them by the
Constitution itself. You cannot find in
that instrament any authority conferred
upon the Legislature to attempt to control
the action of a Convention called by the
people to represent them upon any mat-
ter in which they may have an interest.
Tor that reason alone I shall vote for the
appointment of this committee, trusting
that the Convention will regard the wishes
of the people by leaving the Bill of Rights
stand as it does; but I shall vote that way
for the purpose of asserting the right of
this Convention to represent the people of
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‘Pennsylvania untrammelled by any re-
strictions' imposed upon them hy the Leg-
islature. )

Mr. Dopp. Mr. President: There is
another view of the question that T would
submit briefly to the Convention. Sup-
pose the Legislature have the right they
have claimed, what is to prevent the ap-
pointment of this committee?  This
amendment would simply prohibit wus
from changing the language or altering in
any manner the present provisions of the
ninth article of the Constitution. I do
not believe that this Convention desires
to change it; but it may be that they de-
sire to add something; but that is not
probable, and a comarittee should be ap-
pointed for that purpose if for no other.

Mr. J. 8. BLAck. Mr. President: No-
body in this Convention seems to desire
to make any alteration whatever in any
part of the ninth article, but to leave it
preeisely as it is. We are all willing to
make the government of the State ag effi-
cient as we can, consistently with the
liberties of the people. No one desires to
o any further; but a committee is pro-

" posed to take into consideration the Bill of
Rights, simply as an assertion, and the
objeet is avowed as an assertion of the
right of this Convention to do what they
please, inconsistently with the act of As-
sembly under which we are organized
and elected. On the other hand, there
are those in the Convention who believe
that the power to amend and alter the
government of a State must be in accord-
ance with the rules that are laid down for
that purpose by the existing government;
that although theré be a majority of the
Dbeople in favor of a change, of an altera-
tion which may consist of taking away
the fundamental rights of the minority,
they connot do it execept in the way as
prescribed by existing law passed under
and in pursuance of the Constitution
which is now in force; that is, those peo-
ple who are the majority eannot just go
to work and count themselves, and say :
*We are so many thousands and so many
hundreds, and you are so many less than
we are, and therefore we are going to
change the government altogether and
tuke away from you the rights that the

. government has established for the pur-
pose of proteeting and securing you.” I
therefore believe that the Legislature,
when it delegated its power—(if this
power had not been delegated by the
Legislature we would not have had it,
and all delegated power must be accepted
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by the grantee upon the termsand with
the limitations which are expressed in
the grant)—and that when the Legisla-
ture declared that we should be a Con-
vention for the purpose of considering not
the whole Constitution, kut a certain part
of it only, the power was withheld from
us to consider anything else., They had
the right to mark out the linc of our
power. This principle was agserted in
Rhode Island on the one side, and a ma-
jority of the people, nevertheless, stampe-
ded and ran across it and disregarded it,
and the consequence was civil war, It
was disregarded by two parties in Kansas,
each of them claiming to be the majority,
cach of them acting separately, one sitting
in one part of the State and the other sit-
ting in another part of the State, and the
consequence was a conflict which extend-
ed all over the Union. Any man who
will read Mr. Webster’s argument will
understand not only that thisis the sound
prineiple in theory, but that any trans-
gression of it will lead to serious conse-
quences. I donot say that I have very
much hope that this view of the case will
be adopted by the Convention, because it
concerns a question of our own power,
and it is human nature that whenever we
get power into our hands we hold on to it
with as tight a grip as we can. But 1
submit to members of the Convention
whether we are not taking a little too
much upon ourselves when we say we are
omnipotent, and ecan do with this Consti~
tution just as we please, without any re-
ferenee to the law which delegated this
power to us,

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Mr. President: I ap-
prehend that the discussion upon this
subject has taken a wider range than the
question which is now before the House.
The question which we are considering is
whether a committee shall be appointed.
It by no means involves the question
whether that committee shall change the
Bill of Rights, or whether, if they should
recommend it, this Convention would
adopt their suggestion; but the very de-
bate which hasalready been had uponthe
question sufficiently indieatesthat there
is a wide diversity of opinion upon this
subject. When the various matters sug-
gested, and resolutions or amendments
which may or may not be submitted to
this House, have once come into its cus-
tody, what shall be done with them?® Is
there any other committee to which such
resolutions should be referred? None, I
apprehend. Then we would have sug-
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gestions made by respectable gentlemen
upon this floor, entertaining opinionsg
which they havea right to entertain, and
1no proper committee to which they eould
be referred.

Now it seems tome that no gentleman
upon thiz floor is committed to any epin-
ion whatever upon the main question by
voting to constitute a committee whoshall
take into regpectful consideration what-
ever suggestions members upon this floor
may entertain wpon that guestion ; but, if
it had reached legitimately to a widerdis-
cussion at this time, and involved the
question whetherthe Legislature couldior
could net limit the powers of thisConven-
tion, Iapprehend that still the committee
ought to be appointed. My friend from
York (Mr. Black) suggests that we
should borrow the ordinary mode pre-
scribed by the Constitntion itself. Now
the Constitution of Pennsylvania pre-
seribesnomode in which the organic law
van be changed, save only that the Legis-
lature, by two successive sessions, and by
the approval of the people by a subse-
quent vote, roay suggest amendments,
which, being adopted, shall become a
part of the Constitution. But there isan-
other mode of changing the fundamental
law, and it is when thepeople have deter-
mined to submit their entire Constitution,
in whole or in part, to the judgment ot a
Convention called as thishas been called.
I it be legitimate for the Legislature to
limit the power of the Convention, and
say that it shall not deal with the entire
question, it would be in the powerof a
corrupt Legislature to withhold the most
fundamental questions of amendment
from consideration by the Convention. X
apprehend that no sueh power exists, and
itis well known that theact which author-
ized the Convention of 1790 had an ex-
press provision by whieh the work of that
Convention was to be submitted to the
people for their approval, and yet the
work of that Convention never was sub-
mitted to the people, and the Supreme
Court held, many years since, that it be-
came the Constitution of the State of
Pennsylvania by theaet of the Convention
alone, and without the ratification of the
people. Now if the Supreme Court of
our own State has already pronounced
that the Legislature which authorized the
Convention of 1790 had no power to limit
the powers of that Convention, and that
decision stands still as the authoritative
expression of the highest eourts of this
State. If that stands as the eonstruetion

of the powers of thrat Convention,
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by
what construction are we to sayv thut our
powersare less than theirs?  In addition,
shall it be snid that in o Convention, com-
posed of the distinguished talent of this
State, assembled here, and representing
so largely the profession of the law, shall
it be smid in years after thisthat this Con-
vention failed to lay its hand upon the
Bill of Rights Decause there was.a limita-
tion of power expressed in the law which
authorized the Convention? Nor could
any weight of argument resist the conelu-
sion that we avoided the subject becaunse
we paid deference to the expressed limi-
tation of the act. X dissent from such u
eonclusion, ’

And more than that. By the appoint-
ment of this committee we do no violence
to the expressed terms of the act under
which we assemble. Itigprovidedin the
fourth section of that act ¢that nothing
herein eontained shall authorize the said
Convention to change the language, or to
alter in any manner the several provi-
sions of the ninth article of the present
Constitution, commonly known as the
Declaration of Rights.”

Now, sir, suppose we admit that there
is a limitation imposed whieh shall pre-
vent our alteration, inletter or otherwise,
ofany part of the Bill of Rightsestablished
there? Are the gentlemen of this Con-
vention prepared to say that there are no
other rights to be recognized as the long
hope of years, which it would not be right
and proper for this Convention to insert
as an addition to the Bill of Rights, not by
limitation of that which already exists,
but by adding that which the experience
of the State for years might require us to
put into such a bill, as an additional se-
curity of the liberties of the people ?

Now, Mr. President, without detaining
the Convention with a discussion at
length, I beg leave simply to recall to
the minds of the Convention that the
guestion upon which we are now called
to vote is simply whether we shall pro-
vide for a committee, which shall re-
specttully receive and consider the sug-
gestions of those upon this floor who have
suggestions to make.

Mr. DARLINGTON. Mr. President: I
wish to ask the attention of the Conven-
tion for a single moment to express my
disapprobation of the idea thrown out by
my friend Judge Black. This, sir, is a
Convention of delegates, elected by the
people of Pennsylvania for the purpose of’
revising or considering whether there is
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anything to revise in the Constitution. Is
there any instance on record in this or
any other State of the thing—a convention
to revise and adjust a part of the Consti-
tution? Was such an idea ever heard of,
that a convention of the people, brought
together under whatever forms of law or
without the forms of law, to revise and
consider the propriety of a change of their
fundamental law, that they were or can’
be limited by any power to the considera-
tion of any portion of the Constitution? I
know of no such instance. It would be a
strange spectacle for a Legislature any-
where to say to the people of Pennsylva-
nia, or any other State, ¢ you inay assein-
ble a convention to revise such a portion
of the Constitution, but you shall not
touch such other portion.”” A conven-
tion, sir, in its very idea is a convention
with ample powers to consider every
question which it is proper to consider, or
"propose a new Constitution or amend the
old, as in their judgment should seem
right, and confined to no part of it.
Whence, let me ask, did the Legislature
derive the power to fix limits to the pow-
ors of this Convention? Who instructed
themn to tell us that ¢“there are certain
things which you shall not handle?”
‘Where do they derivethat power? Itiscer-
tainly not expressed. Isupposethisbody of
gentlemen is composed of a large represen-
tation of thelegal profession, and, without
meaning to inciude myself, embraces a
large body of the best legal talent of the
State. Suppose in our wisdom we shounld
deem it best to establish or recommend
the establishment of a court with a sepa-
rate chancery jurisdiction, who is it that
authorized the Legislature to say that we
shall not doit? In doing that they fix
the limits and the powers and functions
of the Convention.

Again, if such power be granted to the
Legislature—which I do not admit—a
subsequent Legislature might remove
such restriction. A Convention having
been assembled under and subject to re-
strictions by a past Legislature, certainly
it would be within the power of the Legis-
lature that is to come to remove those re-
strictions. Were they now in session
they might claim the right to remove this
restriction, and possibly claim the right
to 1nake others. It is for the purpose of
settling this question as to the power on
the part of the Legislature to limit the
powers of the Convention that I ask that
this question be considered here. I do
not now proposeany amendment or altera-
-
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tion or addition to the Bill of Rights; but
should it appear to the wisdom of this
Convention proper to have other guards
thrown around our rights, it is not within
the power of the Legislature to provent it.
Why should the Legislature assume to .
themselves to say that they have all the
wisdom that cxists, and that they can
foresee that it is impossible that any other
rights are necessary to be defined, save
those that have been defined? Where
did they get the information that nothing
else could possibly be inserted inthat Bill
of Rights? Itis heresy, Mr. President,
from tirst to last, toconcede, foran instant,
that the Legislature that provided the
machinery tocall togetherthisConvention
have any power to impose terms upon its
action.

Mr. D. W, PaTTERSON. Mr. President:
I would like to ask the honorable mem-
ber from York one question, in the way
of explanation. I would like to ask him
whether he considers the Rhode Island
case—the Dorr rebellion case--a parallel
case to the one before us? I think that
case arose in this way. The organic law
of Rhode Island circumsecribed suffrage,
and in altering or making the new Consti-
tution in a particular way they refused to
act, and the people, without such action
by the Legislature, undertook to make a
Constitution, which the Supreme Court
decided was not right, because not made
in consistency with the organic law of the
State. I merely wish to ask my friend it
hg considers that a parallel case with ours
now pending?

Mr. J. 8. Brack. The people of Rhode
Island claimed the power which the gen-
tleman from Chester (Mr. Darlington)
claims for us, of acting in the form of a
Convention without any reference to the
Legislature, in which the supreme power
of the State was embodied. It was held
by everybody who ever had anything to
do with the case, who is any authority
upon the subject, that that was an error.
Afterwards a Convention was called by
the Legislature, and they acted in pursn-
ance of law, kept themselves within pro-
per limits, and their action was deter-
mined to be right, and it was right.

I only want to say now that we are
not a revolutionary body, but a body
that is acting under and in pursuance
of law. Suppose the Legislature had
seen proper to say that we should not
assemble at all, or that we should make
no amendments to the Constitution—that
the Constitution should stand just as it is;
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then the guestion is, whether we could,
in deflance of that mandate, assemble
ourselves together in Convention, repre-
senting, as we do, the whole people of the
Commonwealth, and against the will of
the people, and against the authority of
the organized government now existing,
proceed to alter the body of it. T say we
could not do that. That would be revo-
lutionary. Where do we get the power?
Where does it come from ? Nobody will
deny that we are sitting here in pursuance
of certain acts of the Legisiature—the two
acts of the Legislature—one which first
authorized a vote by the people upon the
question, and the other one which author-
ized the election of delegates to the Con-
vention. If we derive our power from
that source, is it possible that we can take
it without the limitations that were im-
posed upon it by those who created it? I
don’t think that gquestion can be answered
in any but one way.

Mr. GOWEN, My, President: When I
find myself upon the other side of a ques-
tion from Judge Black I am apt to con-
sider that T am very much in the wrong,
and therefore start out with a fecling of
reluetance upon the subject. I desire,
however, to say this: We must always
hear in mind that this Convention was
called by the people to amend the Con-
stitution before the legislative power
was invoked to prescribe the method by
which we should assemble. If the act of
Assemibly upon which the pcople voted
at the time the Convention was called
together preseribed that the delegates
should lay no irreverent hand upon the
Bill of Rights, the several arguments I
have heard here to-day wounld be entirely
applicable to the case. Ii must be borne
in mind that the first act which was sub-
mitted to the people contained no re-
strietions upon our power, and the people
decided that delegates should be elected
to amend the Constitution. They then
delegated to the Legislature the power,
which they necessarily must possess, to
decide in what manner we should be
called together, and the Legislature has
Iaid upon us two restrictions—one that
we shall not touch the Bill of Rights, the
other that we shall not coustitute any
court having separate chancery powers.
The motion before the Convention is to
appoint a Committee npon the Declaration
of Rights. The point I make isthis: That
if the gentlemen who take the side of
Judge Black in this controversy are cor-
rect, the appointment of that committee,
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from the faet that must be rccognized
that there is a large majority in this
House in favor of preserving the Bill of
Rights intact, will have nothing to do in
the future with deciding this question.
‘We will do nothing then to violate the
provision of the Legislature if that view
is correct. On the one hand, I might say,
assuming the lLegislature to be correct—
which I don’t believe—the legislative
prohibition is simply that we shall not
alter or impair; it does not provide that
we shall not add to it. If there isan ad-
dition to be made, there must necessarily
bo a committee to whom all suggestions
must be referred. On the other hand, if,
at this stage of the proceedings, this Con-
ventjon, after this debate, refuses to ap-
point a committee upon that subject, it
will, in all future time, be considered that
the Legislature had the right to impose
that restriction.

T have heard it remarked in Harrisburg
lately, and very gravely asserted, it isa
matter of very great moment thatthis Con-
vention is composed of one hundred law-
versand thirty-three honest men. [Taugh-
tor.] Thaveno doubt that thatopinion will,
in the course of time, come to be tradi-
tional as the cotomporancous judgment
of the character of this Convention. Tf, in
fifty vears hence, it shall be said that a
Convention containing one hundred law-
vers had, at the outset, refused simply to
appoint a committee for fear they might
trespass upon this prohibition, it will be
roegarded as a precedent, and T think
many errors will creep into our State
hereafter. If the Legislature had the
right to impose this prohibition, have
they not a right to remove it ? If the Leg-
islature that meots this winter has the
right to reinove it, don’t it necessarily
follow that that Legislature has the right
to impose additional restrictions?

Mr. J. S. Bracg., Not after the power
has been granted.

Mr. GowuN. There are two parties to
the contract. If it is to be considered ox-
pedient to grant a power coupled with a
condition against its exercise, does not
the party that granted that power have
the right to relieve you from the condi-
tion, necessarily ? It therefore must fol-
low that if the Legislatureof last year had
the right to impose this restriction, the
Legislature of this year must have the
right either to remove it or substitute
another. Ifthe Legislature of last winter
had the right to say that we shall not
make a chancery court of separate juris-

»
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diction, the Legislature that meets this
winter hag the right to say that we shall
suggest no amendment to the Constitu-
tion which infringes upon the method of
passing bills in the Legislature. Where
is the difference? Where can be the dis-
tinction? If the Legislature has the right
to impose a restriction upon one it hasthe
right to impose a restriction upon all. It
cannot be that the power of the Legisia-
ture expires when the Legislature ad-
journs. No legislative power, under any
constitutional form of government, has a
right to pass a law in derogation of a
right of a subsequent Legislature.

There is nothing to be lost by those who
oppose the view I take by appointing this
committee—nothing whatever. It s un-
doubtedly the fact that the great majority
of this Convention is in favor of reporting
upont the Rill of P1nh+q as it stands, and I

s i stands, and I
would be willing to offer a resolution that
the committee shall be so instructed—not
that they should not add. I do not offer
the resolution; but I think that is the
sentiment of the large majority of the
members. Nothing can, therefore, be lost
by those who take the opposite view;
whereas, it i3 a very grave concession to
be asked at the very threshold of the ses-
sion to put upon record our belief that the
Legislature has this power.

Mr. W. H. SMITH. Mr. President: I
am glad to find that the lawyers who have
spoken upon this subject, scem to take
the view that the Legislature has not thig
power. I could not pretend to inform
them as to the powers of the Legislatures
—whether one may do a thing, and the
other undo it. Whether the power we
have is from the first aet or the second.
But there is one thing which has not been
mentioned, angd that is the absurdity of
passing a law which they say shaili be in-
violate for ever. For instance, if the Leg-
islature should pass an iniquitous law,
declaring at the end, as they do in this,
that it should be inviolate forever, would
not that be absurd? Now, we are either
oqual or superior, it is alleged, to any

cmslature, and the last Legislature pre-
sumes to say to us that the law laid down
to us shall be inviolate forever. I do not
wish to be disrespectful to any Legisla-
lature, but I do think that is an absurd
provision. To add that certainly does not
give the act any force. Of course I do not
speak as a lawyer, but we- all know that
there is no law that cannot be repealed,
The oldest customs of the country go
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down before legislative enactments every -
dav,

We are assured from all quarters that
there is no disposition to interfere with
this Bill of Rights; that it is entirely safe
from any desecration at our hands; wo¢
are not going to do it any harm. But we
are not allowed to add to it; we are not
allowed to do anything with it, because
this ali-powerful Legisiature says it shall
remain inviolate forever. This is the last
time in the world that I should think the
Legislature would pass such a law.

Mr. M’CLEAN. Mr. President: The
Convention for a moment seems to have
forgotten a provlsion in this Bill of Rights.
The 26th section of this ninth article itself
provides that :

“To guard against transgressions of:
the high powers which we have delega-
ted, wi DECLARE that everything in this
article is excepted out of the general pow-
ers of government, and shall forever re-
main inviolate.””

oty aA3d ot
I submit that the Legislature did not

assume authority which they had no right
to assume when they inserted this provi-
sion of the fourth section of their act of
Assembly—that it was under the au-
thority of the Constitution of Pennsylva-
nia itself.

I agree fully with the gentleman from
York (Judge Black) that we have no right
to appoint a committee upon this Bill of
Rights. The Legislature did not assune
to take it out of the power of this Conven-
tion, but acted under the Constitution of
the State—under that Constitution which
was framed by the assistance of the ven-

erable gentleman from Chester, (Mr. Dar-

lington,) who has asked where the Legis-
lature derived the authority. The com-
mand of the Constitution, under which
we assemble to-day, is that we shall not
interfere in any manner with this Bill of
Rights. For this reason I am opposed to
any committee upon this subject. 4

Mr. BAER. Mr. President: I am as
much in favor of preserving the Bill of
Rights inviolate as any gentleman, but
from all the rights I have up to this
titne, I shall be compelled to vote for a
committee, - and I do so hecatise I believe
that all power is inherent in the people,
and that the Legislature, when they un-
dertook to restriet by liinitation the action
of this Convention, assumed a power
which they had not; because if we, in

xrAn wnch i Akl A
contravontion of thatmmuwum,auu limi-

tation undertake, notwithstanding, to
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amend or alter thisBill of Rights, then if
they were supreme in their action, our
action would be void. If, however, we¢
submit, as we must, the action of this
body after we do so actin contravention of
that action, to the people of the State,
and they by their votes ratify what we
do, that action must be supreme, and the
Legislative act is thereby proved to
have been without authority. They
cannot both be supreme, and stand in
conflict. I shall, thercfore, vote for a
cominittee. )

Mr. MacVEAGH. Mr. President: I trust
to be allowed a moment to disclaim the
insinuation that there is something neces-
sarily sacred and not to be touched by
human hands, in this Bill of Rights. For
my part I am of opinion that there are at
least twosubjects worthy of consideration;
whether they will receive it at the hands
of this Convention I know not, but they
are subjects which are not settled as as-
sumed to be settled here. One isas tothe
methods of procedure in civil jurisdie-
tion—the necessity of a trial by an anglo-
saxon jury ; the other is the absolute im-
munity of a defendantin a criminal cause
from an interrogatory. Skilled jurisis of
the highest reputation on the continent of
TZurope have settled both propositions ad-
versely to the manner settled here. But
whatever may be our final judgment—
and upon that I express no opinion—they
are two instances of the Important ques-
tions included in this Bill of Rights which
some member may have studied so as to
form upon them an intelligent opinion,
that may enable this Convention to arrive
at an intelligent conclusion upon them.

Therefore, I do not desire to be con-
sidered as conceding that this Bill of
Rights is to remain precisely as it is now
written; but Tam unable to see any dif-
ference between the position of gentlemen
who vote for this committee and the prin-
ciples of the gentleman from York, (Mr.
J. S. Black.) Ofhis reverence forlaw 1
entertrin no doubt, and desire to give to
that principle my fullest allegience, but I
apprehend that this Conveuntion is pro-
ceeding according to law, simply for the
reason stated so clearly by Mr. Gowen,
that the Convention was called under the
sanction of a legislative act submitted to
the people without limitations. It wasan
act under the Bill of Rights itself, which
reserves to the people the right of chang-
ing their form of government, and re-
forming and alteringit. Under that prin-
ciple the Legislature enacted the law sub-
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mitting to the people the power to decide,
without restriction of any kind, and
the people voted “yea,” in the forms of
law, and at the instance of legislative au-
thority, that a Constitutional Convention
should assemble and take into consider-
ation all the features of the organic law.
That included the right to consider it from
first to last, and to submit such amend-
ments as in its wisdom it saw proper, to
the decision of the people once more, and
any subsequent action of the Legislature,
in attempting to limit that authentic ex-
pression of the popular will is initself de-
rogatory; is in itself illegal and without
warrant of law,

Mr. Cassipy moved that when the Con-
vention adjourns it will adjourn to meet
this afternoon at half-past three o’clock.

The motion was ruled out of order.

Mr. GiBsoN. Mr. President: I did not
intend to take part in this discussion, but
as my intention was, and still remains, to
vote in opposition to the views of my dis-
tinguished eolleague, (Mr. J. 8. Black,) 1
ask permission to give my reason for do-
ing so, and it will be given in one word,
taken from the very act of Asscmbly it-
self. The act says:

“Said Convention, so elected, assembled
and organized, shall have power to pro-
pose to the citizens of this Comnmonwealth,
for their approval or rejection, a new Con-
stitution or amendmecnts to the present
one, or specific amendments, to be voted
for separately.”

There are two grants. 1 understand
this body, in all its movements, to have
accepted the larger grant, and determined
to form a new Constitution; and if this
committee is appointed I will consider
that a ratification of that view, and that
their intention is to make a new Constitu-
tion. My distinguished colleague, in one
of his arguments, said that we must take
a gront, with all its reservations. DBut is
there not another principle of law—that
vou cannot make an absolute grant and
then restriet it? You cannot make a
deed in fee simple and then say the party
shall not sell.  Although the Legislature
has put inseveral provisos there in regard
to the ninth article of the Constitution
and the chancery powers, these may be
very well considered if only amendments
were to be proposed. But I submit that,
assuming to make a new Constitution,
and accepting the larger grant, the Con-
vention cannot be restricted by anything
the Legislature have done.
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Mr. M’ALLISTER. Mr. President: 1 do
not, at this stage of this debate, desire to
occupy time unnecessarily, and my re-
marks will be very brief and simply to
give the reason for the vote I shall give.
I lay no claim to omnipotence; I lay no
claim to sovereignty. Sovereignty does
not reside here; sovereignty is invisible,
and resides in those who sent us here.
There is no soverwvignty in the Legisla-
ture; we are both representatives of the
people. The Legislature were restricted
by the organic law, and therefore were
not sovereign. We are brought here un-
deralaw enacted by that Legislature, and
8o far as its provisions affected our quali-
fications, they are binding upon us. They
prescribed an oath and we took it; they
prescribed other forms under which we
were elected, and we conceded their right.
But after we are qualified to stand here as
the representatives of the people to estab-
lish an organic law, what we- deny is the
right of the Legislature, or any other body
upon the face of this earth, to say what
we shall do or what we shall not do. We
deny their power after weare full fledged
and in operation here, and are attempting
to be the representatives of the people for
the accomplishment of an important ob-
ject. Itis not to impose an organiclaw
upon them against their will, but it is to
submit to them such alterationsas we may
see proper to make for their considera-
tion.

Now, gentlemen on the other side seem
to concede that if we do alter the ninth
article, and dosubmit it tothe people, and
they approve of it, it will be a part of their
Constitution. Why, surely it will; and
that very concession takes away the argu-
ment that the Legislature is sovereign.
[Cries of “question, question.””]

Mr. CocHRAN. Mr. President: Ono
moment before the vote is taken, although
I do not want to impose remarks upon
an unwilling body. I wish merely to
say in regard to the first proposition as to
the power of the Convention, that after

- the first act and the agreement of the peo-
ple that the Convention should be called.
I hold that the Legislature had no power
except that which was modal and minis-
terial to provide for the meeting of this
Convention; and when they had done
that their power was exhausted.

I wish to'say just one word more, and
that is this: That I amn not prepared, like
the gentleman from Dauphin, at this time
to concede the propositionthat there is no
line nor word nor syllable in the Bill of

‘Dodd, Dallas, Darlington,
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Rights as it stands, which might not,
under some ecircwnstances, be properly
subjected to change or alteration in this
Convention. Pormit meto say that I any
by no means in favor of abolishing or re-
stricting, to any injurious extent, the
right of ¢rial by jury; but as to certain
provisions regarding that right, that ques-
tion may properly be presented to tlris
Convention and duly considered. There-
tore I do not wish to be included in the
concessions made by some gentlemen that
while they ask for this committee they
are prepared at once to shut up that com-
mittee and confine them to reporting that
Bill of Rights just in the form in which it
stands at the present time. I donot wish.
to be understood that I am committing
mysclf to any material change of the right
of trial by jury, and I wish it to be dis-
tinctly understood that I am opposed to
the establishment of any distinet eourts
of chaneery, but at the same time I do
think that there may be very properal-
terations as to that matter which . will
leave it in the power of parties to submit
their cases to the court without the inter-
vention of a jury, if they think prover to
doso. For that reason I shall vote for the
appointment of the committee.

On the guestion, will the Convention
agree to the division providing for a Comi-
mittee on Declaration of Rights?

The yeas and nays were required by
Mr. Kaine and Mr. Simpson, and were as
follow, viz:

YEAS.

Messrs. Arastrong, Ainey, Alricks, Ad-
diecks, Achenbach, Bartholomew, Baer,
Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Baily, (Perry,)
Baker, Bannan, Beebe, Biddle, Black,
(Greene,) Brodhead, Broomall, Brown,
Barclay, Curtin, Campbell, Corbett, Carey,
Carter, Cassidy, Church, Cochran, Collins,
Corson, Craig, Curry, Pavis, Dimmick,
De Trance,
Dunning, Kllis, Edwards, Ewing, Fell,
Finney, Fulton, Gowen, ,Gibson, Gilpin,
Guthrie, Hanna, Hay, Hazzard, Heverin,
Hopkins, Horton, Howard, Hunsicker,
Lamberton, Lilly, Landis, Lear, M’ Allis-
ter, M’Camant, MacConnell, M’Culloch,
MacVeagh, Mann, Mantor, Metzger, Mi-
nor, Newlin, Purman, Palmer, H. W.,
Palmer, G. W., Parsons, Patterson, (Al-
legheny,) Patterson, (Lancaster,) Patton,
Porter, Pughe, Purviance, (Allegheny,)
Purviance, (Butler,) Reynolds, James L.,
Reynolds, 8. H., Read, (Philadelphia,)
Reed, (Mifflin,) Rooke, Ross, Runk,
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Russell, Smith, (Allegheny,) Sharpe,
Simpson, Smith, (Berks,) Smith, (Lan-
caster,) Stanton, Stewart, Struthers,
Temple, Walker, White, David N.,
Woodward, Wetherill, (Philadelphia,)
Wetherill, (Schuylkill,) Wherry, White,
J. W. F.,, Worrell and Meredith, Presi-
dent-—1006.

: NAYS.

Messrs. Andrews, Black, (York,) Bow-
inan, Boyd, Clark, Elliott, Freeze, Hall,
Hemphill, Kaine, Lawrence, Long, M’-
Clean, M’Murray, Mott, Niles, Turrell,
‘White (Indiana) and Wright—18.

So the question was determined in the
afirmative.

RESIGNATION,

Mr. GoweN presented the resignation
of John G. Freeze asa member of the Con-
vention, and moved that it be accepted
and referred to the fourteen delegates at
large last named in the proclamation of
the Governor to fill the vacancy.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. Harry WHITE moved that the
Convention do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to, and the
President adjourned the Convention un-
til to-morrow morning at ten o’clock,
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FriDAY, November 15, 1872.

The Convention met at ten o’clock A.
M., parsuant to adjournment, the Pregi-
dent, William M. Meredith, in the Chair,

PRAYER.

Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. Keel-
ing, of the Episcopal Church, Harrisburg,
as follows:

Father Almighty, we thank Thee for
all Thy mercies, especially for the dawn
of Thy returning day. Help us, we be-
sgech Thee, to be grateful for its bless-
ings, and obedient to its demands and
duties. Hallow, with Thy presence, the
proceedings and debates of this Conven-
tion, and endow its members with all
requisite wisdom for the discharge of the
duties resting upon them, and enable
them to rise, we beseech Thee, to high
and lofiy stindpoints of duty; give them
knowledge and statesmanlike views of
the relations of our social and civil life,
and grant that they may bring their facul-
ties of mind and body to an honest, con-
scientious discharge of their duties; that
they may promote the best interests of
the people of this Commonwealth, and
advance upon the earth the glory of Thy
great name; through Jesus Christ, our
Great Redeemer—Amen,

ADJOURNMENT.

Mr. BrooMALL offered the following
resolution, which was twice read and
adopted.

Resolved, That the Convention will ad-
Jjourn to-day at one o’clock, to meet on
‘Wednesday next at ten A. M,

DRAWING FOR SEATS.

Mr. BROOMALL offered the following
resolution, which was twice read and
adopted. '

Resolved, That when this Convention
meets in the hall provided by the city of
Philadelphia the members shall select
their seats by drawing for the same in the
usual mode.

CORPORATE POWERS OF COAL AND RAlL~
ROAD COMPANIES,

Resolved, That the Secretary of the
Commonwealth be requested to furnish
to the Convention a list of all acts or sec.

tions of acts of Assembly of Pennsylvania,
passed since January 1, 1857, granting any
corporate powers to any railroad compa-
nies, coal companies or companies author-
ized to purchase, lease or hold land with-
in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,
with references to the pages of the pamph-
let laws containing the same.

On the question, will the Convention
proceed to the second reading and consid-
eration of the resolution ?

It was determined in the negative.

USE OF LIBRARIES TENDERED.

Mr. DALLAS presented the following
communications, which were read :
GEo. M. DaLLAs, Esq.:

DEeAR SIR i—I received your note of the
9th inst., and beg to say that the library
of the Law association will be at the ser-
viee of the delegates to the Constitutional
Convention, should they meet in Phila-
delphia.

I write this as librarien, and also with
the approval of Mr. Henry Wharton, a
member of the committee.

Very truly yours,
G. T. BISPHAM.
PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 11, 1872,

L1BRARY C0. OF PHILADELPHIA,
Fifth St. below Chestnut. Z
PHILADELPHIA, Nov, 12, 1872
DEAR SIR :—I am authorized to offer to
the members of the Constitutional Con-
vention, should it adjourn to this city,the
use of the collection of this and the Lo-
gaunian library.
Very respectfully,
LLOYD P, SMITH,
Librarian.

’

Hon. GEO. M, DALLAS.

The communications were laid ou the
table. ’

Mr. Darras oftered the following,
which was twice read and agreed to :

Resolved, That a Committee of five be
appointed to confer with the councils of
the city of Philadelphia in relation to the
selection and arrangement of a hall for
the use of the Convention..

Mr. DALLAS requested that his name
should not be inserted as chairman.

The President appointed as the com-
mittee Messrs, Addicks, Dallas, Stanton,
Boyd and Worrell. ' .
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REPORTING THE PROCEEDINGS.

Mr. Corson offered the following reso-
lation, which was twice read :

Resolved, That the Convention now
proceed to the election of a stenographer,
skilled in the practice of short-hand writ-
ing, and experienced in the reporting of
the proceedingsof deliberative bodies, who
shall be styled ¢ the official reporter of
the Convention.” Said reporter shall
employ his own assistants, and shall be
solely responsible for the properand accu-
rate performance of his and their duties,
and he shall receive such compensation
as may be hereafter fixed by the Conven-
tion.

Mr. D. N. WHITE. Mr. President : T
rise to move that this be postponed and
made the order of the day on Wednesday
next. The reason,sir, is this: We are not
yet through with the standing commit-
tees. We are adjourning over to give the
President time to arrange these commit-
tees, and if we go on with this business
this morning, we shall not get through,
and our object in adjourning over will
fail. I move that the resolution be post~
poned, and made the order of the day for
Wednesday of next week.

Mr. TeEMPLE. Mzr. President: I hope
this motion to postpone will not prevail,
for the reason that we have been proceed-
ing here for several days without any
person being particularly authorized by
the Convention to take the proceedings.
The Secretary of the Commonwealth has
designated certain gentlemen to perform
that duty, who, I have no doubt, will
perform that duty to the best of their
ability, and competently. But there are
a number of gentlemen here seeking that
position, and it strikes me we ought to
proceed at this time to the election of a
person to perform that duty, and I be-
lieve it ought to be done by the Conven-
tion as now assembled, so that every
member can express by their ballots their
preference for some person to 1ill that po-
sition. I cannot see why gentlemen
should wish to postpone this until
Wednesday, because the Convention will
then be occupied in other business.
Another reason why this position should
be filled at this time, is that all the rest of
the officers of the Convention have been
sworn in, and it struck me that this -po-
sition should have been filled at the time
the other offices were filled. There
seems to be a general desire to have this
question acted upon this morning.

Mr.MacVEaGH. Mr. President: 1trust
that gentlemen in favor of this motion will
not force this matter upon the Convention
at this time. I speak for myself that it
takes me entirely by surprise, and I am
very sure that there are gentlemen upon
the committee of fifteen, now executing
the wishes of the Convention, who have
decided opinions upon the subject, and
who ought at least to have the privilege
of voting upon it. I had supposed that
the Convention would take upon itself to
decide as between two methods of report-
ing the debates. In the first place there
are gentlemen upon the committee of fif-
teen, 1 know, who entertain an opinion,
which is shared by many members of the
Convention, that there is no necessity for
this phonographic reporting of the debates
of the Convention; and in the next place
any attempt now to settle the question
and vote fora candidate who has evidently
secured the votes of a certain number of
members, is to launch into expenses with-
out limit. No salary is fixed. Inall the
other matters of this Convention we pro-
ceeded by first designating what officers
we would bave—not that any officer might
employ what assistants he wanted at will.
The gentleman from Washington (Mr.
Hopkins) warned usthat that would be un-
safe, and that the Convention must deter-
mine how many assistants it would have;
and it seemed to be universally conceded
by everybody that it was wise that we
should first fix the remuneration, or at
least allow gentlemen to bid for thiswork.
Why not have competition for it? Above
all why not decide whether the entire
thing should be done by one contract, and
whether it would be thus done more eco-
noinically, or whether it would be better
to do it in this way ?

This motion seems to mo entirely im-
proper, and seems to be sprung upon the
Convention in the absence of a large com-
mittee, and it can lead to nothing but a
very large expenditure of money. I trust
the subject will be referred to a commit-
tee to consider and report. If the mover
of this resolution will so amend the reso-
lution as to ask for a committee to con-
sider this matter, I will agree to it. There
are several gentlemen here, I understand,
who desire this appointment. I do not
know what their relative merits may be;
T am not prepared to vote now upon that
question; but I do think the Convention
ought to decide first whether it will adopt
this method of reporting its debates;
second, if it adopt this method, whether



it will elect a stenographet without fixing
a salary, and give bim power to employ
assistants. If you adopt this method, one
great evil will be a quarrel between the

. reporiers and printers all the time, and
nobody will be responsible. It isimport-
ant, it seems to me, that some limitation
should be fixed, and something shouild be
definitely determined by this Convention,
before we are dragged into a sudden nomi-
nation and election of a stenographer. I
therefore sincerely trust that the gentle-
man who moved it will give us an oppor-
tunity to consider it fairly, or else that the
resolution will be: postponed for the pres-
ent. The Secretary of the Commonwealth
has designated competent gentlemen, who
are performing the duty with fidelity. Cer.
tainly two or three .days will make no
difference; and there are several gentle-
men who will say what I say, that they’
are not now prepared to consider the ques-
tion.. Asa large cornmittee are absent, I
think grounds are laid for a postpone-
ment,

Mr. MANTOR. Mr. President: Tam not
prepared this morning to - vote - intelli-
gently upon this resolution. Infact, I do
not think we have come to that point
where we can tamper with the financesof
the Commonwealth in this way. ‘-Tamnot
aware what it will cost to report the De-
bates of this Gonvention, neither am I
aware what is to be reported for the Con-
vention ;: whether we are to have full re-
ports of all the speeches that are to be
made, or whether we are only to report
the -Journal form - of the Convention.

Different States have taken different views-

of this matter. T am in favor of laying
this question over until next week, for
one at least, until I can look further into
the matter. There are two or three meth-
ods in which this matter can be brought
before this Convention, that will, I think,
prove satisfactory to every gentleman
here, - One would be 'to employ reporters
and fix upon the price; another to.allow
the printers to have the reporting and
printing, and all these matters undertheir
charge. T am not aware this morning that
we should press this matter too hard, be-
cause thereis a good deal to consider, from
the fact of the cost that underlies it. The
Illinois Convention made a contract for
reporting its debates for so much per

thousand ems; the State of New York,

when they had their Convention, con-
tracted with the reporters for so0 much per
prage. I consider that it is'our duty to
look this matter squarely in the face until

b
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such time as we can make ourselves famil-
iar with it. ‘

Mr, WoopwaRrD. Mr. President: Imove
that this resolution be referred to the com=
mittee of fifteen on Ruleg; and being up,
I will say that it stems to me we are
not prepared at present to meéet this quies~
tion. No doubt we will have to meet it
at some-time. We are not in possession
of information just now to-.consider it. I
offered yesterday a resolution calling upon
the Auditor General for a statement of
the amount of money taken out of the
Treasury of the Commonwealth for the
reporting, printing, binding and transpor-
tation of the debates of the last Conven-
tion, includng postage. Of course we
have not yet received any response to
that resolution, but Itrust in a few days

we will bave a report from the Auditor

General upon this subject, and then we
will be in condition to form some opinion
about the cost of reporting the debates of
this body. One thing is certalu-~that it
will cost more now to report the debates
than in 18387, and unless I am greatly mis-
taken it will be found that the expense in
1837 was enormous. Iam not able now
to conjecture as to the aggregate amount,
but I think it would far outgothé expecta-
tions of any gentleman upon this floor.
‘Whatever we find that expense to have
been, we will at least have to double it in
the estimate of the expenses of the work
we are about to enter upon. Like Frank-
lin’s story of the whistle, there has been
a proper inquiry as to what we will get
for our money. Suppose. it should turn

out that the expense of reporting the de-

bates of 1837 was $100,000, which I think
is much below the fact, then we should
infer that the expense of reporting the
debates of this body would be $200,000.
‘What do we propose to get for that? What
is the value of the seventeen volumes of
debates we have now rotting upon our
shelves? What would they bring in the
market? I don’t believe they would
bring $1,000. I don’t believe there ever
was a time when they would. I am ac-
quainted with some of the lumber regions
of Pennsylvania, but I don’t know of any
lumber so worthless as those debates.. It
is very worthless lumber, paid for at an
enormous price, and now gentlemen pro-
pose to repeat this folly.  'Well, sir, I sup-
posé it will be done, for one loves to see
his name in print. But, sir, it will be
done without my vote. I will not vote to
lay upon the people of Pennsylvania the

-enormous expenditure that I am sure is
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involved in this proposition, for any good
that can come from it. -

When the federal Constitution was
adopted we had no proper report of the
the debates. It would have been a great
blessing to the country if we had, but we
have nothing more than seraps furnished
from the traditions and incidental history
of the country. Those proceedings were
valuable, because those men were laying
the first foundations of republican govern-
ment. Everything relating to the theory
of republican government, especially as
discussed in that Convention, would be of
great value. But, sir, we are not engaged
in any such work. Thefoundation of our
government was long since daid, and I
trust this Convention is not going to over-
turn and unsettle it. T do not think we
are here to discuss political theories and
abstractions about government., I sup-
pose we are here to propose such amend-
ments as will correct the abuses that have
grown up under our existing Constitution.
Those do not involve any great principles,
such as were in the federal Constitution.
From the very nature of those questions
it is not proper to discuss them in the
manner in which public questions some-
times are discussed.

What will the people of Pennsylvania
care for what is said upon this tloor? The
gentleman from Chester (Mr. Darlington)
announced the other day—which I sup-
pose he meant to be a rule for himself—
that nothing which has yet been said upon
this floor was ofany consequence. Idon’t
know thatitis. 1believe wewill be judged
by our works rather than by our words. I
think the people will pass upon our work,

.and decide to accept or reject the amend-

ments we agree upon, and that without
much reference to the philosophical and
learned reasonsgiven by philosophicaland
learned gentlemen for their votes on this
tloor. But, sir, I do not know of any better
instructorin thisworld than ourown expe-
rience; and having had some experience
in this thing, having expended a very
large swin of money—we do not yet know
how much—for the accnmulation of seven-
teen volumes of worthless matter, I, for

-one, am opposed to a repetition of that

folly. The newspaper press is every-
where, and i8 everywhere too ready to
give to the world everything that is said

.und done in thisand all other deliberative

hodies. What do we need of a corps of
reporters to make for us the very best re-
ports of the debates of this body? I am

~airaid the more faithful those reporters

would be the less valuable this work
would be when printed, if they do report
exactly what we say and as we say it. I
think you have heard of one man wheo
read the Debates of the last Convention,
but he is the only man I ever heard of
who did, and I doubt if anybody will
know of any gentleman who will read
gur new Debates, especially when you re-
flect upon the size of the Debatey of this
body. Ifthe reporters set to work to fix
up speeches for gentlemen, I have no
doubt they will make very good ones:
but all this culminates in expense. We
have got to pay for this whistle, and the
question is: Is it worth what we have got
topay ? I do not know how we can judge
of that question better than by our past
experience.

I propose that this resolution be referred
to the committee of fifteen, and that it be
permitted to repose in that committee
until we hear from the Aunditor General.

The PRESIDENT. The motion to refer
is not in order, unless the motion to post-
pone is withdrawn.

Mr. D. N. WHiTE withdrew the motion
to postpone.

Mr. WoonwaRD then renewed his mo-
tion to refer.

Mr. HarRrRY WHITE, Mr. President:
I merely rise to support, in a word, the
motion of the gentleman from Philu~
delphia (Mr. Woodward.) I think the
motion he has made is eminently proper.
I concur with him in the necessity ot
postponing this matter for the present
entirely ; not possibly for the same rea-
sons, for I believe we should have a re-
port of our proeeedings, but asa matter
of expediency, as a matter of economy, as
a practieal business matter for the con-
sideration of this body, of interest not
only to ourselves but to the people we
represent and are laboring for. It is emi-
nently proper we should make haste
slowly in this matter of seleciing s roe-
porter. 1 think it is unfortunate we did
not settle upon a policy in this respect
earlier in the Convention. Now two or
three days have elapsed, and it occurs to
me two or three days more may elapse
and then we can settle this matter when
a flood of light has been shed upon this
subject. I know but few gentlemen
in this Convention have stopped only
moment to consider the cost that will re-
sult from an inecautious contraet, or the
electing of a reporter or a stenographer
without first fixing the compensation.
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has
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had experience in this matter. It has
been taught alesson, and I trust that this
Convention will hesitate and look at the
experience of the past before it rushes
heedlessly into the election of a steno-
grapker. If, when your Committee on
Printing and Binding is appointed, this
cyuestion is referred to them, and you
select practical printers in this body—
practical men to deal with this question—
they will report to this Convention which
is the better way—the separation of the
reporting and the printing, or the blend-
ing of the reporting and the printing to-
gether. In the Illinois Convention they
separated them. They made an execeed-
ingly expensive contract. I discover that
they paid the enormous rate of two
<lollars and tweniy ceuts per thousand
<ms, with certain liberal amounts to the
reporters for adjournments. Then there
was a large amount paid in addition for
printing. Now it occurs to me that in
Pennsylvania we can economize in this
matter, and that we may ke able to let
some contract blending the printing and
the reporting together, holding one re-
sponsible for the faithful performance of
the work. Now, until this Convention is
satisfied in the premises asto what is best
and proper, I am in favor of referring this
vesolution to the committee of fifteen, as
wnoved by the gentleman from Phila-
«lelphia.

Mr. M ArLLIsTER. Mr. President: Lwill
go as far as any member of this Conven-
rion towards cconomizing its expendi-
tures; but I will never agree to take the
towest bidder for this work. There are
eertain positions which can be filled by
but few men, and although there are Lut
fow that can fill those positions there are
many applicants for them. Wecould eut
down, T suppose, and get a stenographer
for a dollar a day, but we must pay what
tien’s services are worth. I we want a
man of adminisirative abilities we nust
wo tothethousandsand tens of thousands.
I¥ we want a man of executive ability, to
o just what he is told to do, we eould
omploy him for a very small sum. Now,
in this matier of reporting, although we
have many reporters, there are but few
first-rate reporters in the United States.
I will eoncede, with the gentleman from
Philadelphia, that the debates and pro-
«codings of the Conwvention of 1838 were
badly reported. They made a mistake in
selecting the gentleman they called to fill
that position. - Those proceedings would
read with muth greater interest if they

&

had been more fortunate in their selec-
tion. T disagree totally with the genile-
man in regard to the importance of this
office, and of having a correet report of
the debates and proceedings of this Con-
vention. It seems to me that it wants a
gentleman competent to report verbatim
what is said and done here, and that ver-
batim reports will prevent the folly which
my friend from Chester (Mr. Darlington)
the other day would prefer the steno-
grapher to leave out. He would have =
stenographer, if I understood him aright,
not only competent to report, but he
would have one competent to judge what
is important and what is unimportant,
and to leave qut a1l the unimportant part.
No such man can be found in the United
States. There isno man to whom Iwould
leave such a question. 1f men come here
to portray their folly in this Convention
let them be reported and go down to pos-
terity as fools. It is the record they make
for themselves. Now the gentleman askx
what interest have the people in what is
said and done here. 1 am astonished to
hear any gentleman upon this floor asser;
that the people are not taking any inter-
est in our proceedings.

Mr. WoopwaRp. 1begleave to correet
the gentleman. I said that the people
would be more likely to judge us by eur
deeds than by our words,

Mr. MALLisTER. How are we to get
at the deeds but by the words that pro-
duce them? Tt is the arguments upon
the one side and the other by which the
people judge. There is nothing so untu.
teresting to the people as a Journal.
There is nothing so uninteresting to the
people of the State as mere resolutions.
They do not understand them. But when
these resolufions and articles are is-
cussed on the one side or the other, and
tlze reasons which produced them are laid
hefore the people, they are enabled 1o
judge, and unless that is done they can-
not judge correctly. I have read, with
interest, and with deep interest, the pro-
ceedings of the Illinois Convention, and it
is the debates upon the different proposi-
tions that have imparted light to my
mind. I could not have formed a corre.:
judgment without reading the Debates.
And there they were so fortunate as o
have a stenographer who reported every
word that was said in that Conventio
from the first to the last. It is a cor
delincation of all that was done th
Tfor that reason the report of those pro-
ceedings is interesting, and thos2 Dobales
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that Convention, and will trausnnb their
names to generations yet unborn. Ihope
then, Mr. President, that we will take
such a course here as will result in the
selection of a competent man—a man
qualified to do this work and {o do it
well, I hope that we shall not conncet it
with the printing; that we shall not put
it in the hands of the printer, to take a
contract for the printing and reporting,

and “iew” down his stenosranher so as
Je 1 118 sienograpaer 8o o

to get an incompetent man. That would
be the rosulf, and it seems to me that
would be beneath the dignity of this
body. Let uspay for this work what it is
worth. I am perfectly willing to refer
the selection of this stenographer to the
President of this Convention, or to any

commitiee he may appoint. I do not
wish to hasten this matter. I bave no

particular individual to whom I would

T have in my eye

4[aAvVe 1In my

commit it if I conld

men who are eompetent, men who are
here, and men who are willing to perform
it and perform it well. All I ask is that
such a course shall be pursued here as to
secure that end, and keep it aloof from
the power of the printer to select whom
he may and at the lowest price.

Mr. CocHraN. Mr. President: I would
merely beg leave to suggest that it seems
to me, on a question of this kind, we are
wandering very far the point in
bringing in all these considerations. It
is simply a question of reference before
the Convention, and on this question
of reference it secms to me we have
gone into a very large discussion.
Now, all that T would ask in a matter
of this kind would be some little
time and some little preliminary ex-
amination by a committee of the Con-
vention, with regard to “the proper

mothaod by which th-a mattar ahanld he
NICULOG Y Wialla uidls Maller saocuidi Do

provided for, and the consideration of
that other question, whether it should he
left to private enterprise, ifthe debatesare
to be of so much interest, to do thiswork,
or whether we should make it a part
of the official work of the Convention
itself. Now, I think the reference of this
guestion should be made to this commit-
tee of fifteen or some other cominittee. I
cannot, I admit, see the exact propriety of
referring this to the committee of fifteen,
although a very excellent committee. But
I do not see that this is pertaining di-
rectly to the objects for which that eom-
T will

Fd
IToTil

However,

mittee was apvointed. Howev

milice was POILeG,

vote for the reference to the committee of

it was referred fo a special committee, ap-
pointed for this particular purpose, that
method of reference would be preferable.

Mr. CorsoxN. Mr. Speaker: The reso-
lution I have offered seems to havearoused
the indignation of a number of gentlemen
of the Convention for fear that the funds
of the State wiil be squandered in paying
a phonographer for the Convention. The
distinguished gentleman atlarge (Mr.

Wandward) knagwathat ifi+ had ot haon
VY OOUWATG ) sNoWSE vaddl Il iv 11464 1oy el

for our State reporter we would not have
had the advantage of the many able opin-
ions delivered by him when he was Chief
Justice of Penasylvania. Every organ-
ized body of this kind requires an official
reporter, and as the gentleman from Con-
tre (Mr. M’Allister) so eloquently re-
marked, this official reporter should be
selected from the most qualified who pre-
sent themselves for the office, There is

o reasnn why this officer shonld not have
ne reasch Wiy 1als 0ineer 8AouadG not nave

heen selected the very first day. Wedonot
want the official reporter to come in after
the Convention shall have concluded its
labors. We want the reporter now; and
I amn perfectly willing to aceept the modi-
tication proposed by some gentlemen here
to refer this toa committee of five or six, or
any other number named by the Chair or
any gentleman. Iam nottenaciousabout
the form or manner. I have no friend to

bhut T dothink that every mem her

reward, but Tdothink thate
of this Convention will agree with me,
before many days, that it is absolutely
necessary there should be an official re-
porter in that position. 1 listened to the
elogquent remarks of the gentleman from
Lycoming, and in the newspaper reports
pubiished his name does not appear at all,
nor a single remark he uttered, although
we were all charmed and electrified by
his eloquence. Now I am not tenacious
fe If emanwillmove

that it be referred to a committee of five,
or six or seven, to be named by the Presi-
dent of the Convention, I will cheerfully
accept it; but I do insist upon action at
once. A number of gentlemen are here
who are competent men, but whose earn-
ings depend upon this work, and they are
anxious to know who are to be selected
and who are to be rejected, that they may
go to work or go home.

The motion to refer to the committee of
fifteen was carried.

VACANCY FILLED.
Mr. GoweN, from the committee to
whoin was referred the xesignation of
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John G. Freeze, a member of the Con-
vention from the Fifteenth Senatorial
distriet, made a report, which was read
as follows :

The undersigned, members at large of
the Convention, who were voted for by a
majority of the same voters who voted
for and elected said John G. Freeze, do
hereby fill the vacancy occasioned by his
resignation by the appointment of Charles
R. Buckalew, a citizen of Columbia county,
to be a member of the Convention from
the said Fifteenth Senatorial district.

(Bigned) GEO. W. WOODWARD,

J. S. BLACK,

A. G. CURTIN,

WM. J. BAER,

WM. H. SMITH,
FRANKLIN B. GOWEN,
JOHN H. CAMPBELL,
JAMES H. REYNOLDS,
JAS. ELLIS,

S. C. T. DODD,

GEO. M. DALLAS,

WM. 1. CORBETT,
ANDREW A. PURMAN,
R. A. LAMBERTONX.

HARRISBURG, Now. 15, 1872.

Mr. BUCKALEW appeared and was duly
qualified.

RULES FOR GOVERNMENT OF CONVEN-
TION.

Mr. NEWLIN, from the Committee on
Rules, made a report, which was read.
[For report see Journal of proceedings.]

Mr. NEwLIN offered the following reso-
lution, which wastwice read and adopted.

Resolved, 'That the foregoing rules, re-
ported from the committee of fifteen, be
the rules of this Convention until other-
wise ordered.

Mr. Dopp moved that the rules reported
from the committee of fifteen ke printed,
and a copy furnished each member of the
Convention on Wednesday next.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. KAINE. “Mr. Speaker: I rise to
make a suggestion in regard to that mat-
ter. This committee of fifteen was ap-
pointed:for the purpose of reporting what
sommitiees are necessary for this Con-
wention, and also to frame rules for its
government. The committee were not
able to get through with the whole work
in the time allowed by the resolution.
They made a partial report yesterday,
and a final report this morning. In addi-
tion to their report yesterday, they have
added another committee, which will
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be for the consideration of this Conven-
tion. I hope no motion for the printing
of these rules will be made until final
action is taken upon these committees,
because the committee, in their report
this morning, in order to make the whole
proceedings wuniform, inserted the com-
mittees that had been adopted yesterday,
and made them a part and parcel of the
report this morning, in order that the
whole thing could be printed together, as

‘was done in the Convention of 1837-8.

Some of the committees were not adopted
yesterday. We adjourned upon the con-
sideration of the proposition to form a
Committee on:the Bill of Rights. Two or
three other committees have not been
acted upon by the Convention, as well as
the one reported this morning. If those
committees were finally adopted, by the
unanimous consent of the House, they
could be placed in this report, and the
whole could be printed together for the
accommodation of the members of the
Convention.

The PRESIDENT., The Chair will state
that by the adoption of the resolution for
printing these rules, the difficulty arises
of doing anything further on this subjeet.
By unanimous eonsent of. the House, the
vote on that resolution may be considered
as withdrawn and the subject remain
open for amendment.

Unanimous consent was refused.

Mr. MacVEAGH moved to re-consider
the vote by which the resolution was
passed.

The motion was agreed to.

The resolution being again before the
Convention, .

Mr. LinLy moved to postpone its fur-
ther consideration for the present.

Mr. KaINE. 1 move to postpone the
consideration of the question wuntil the
Convention has acted upon the balance of
the committees.

The PrESIpENT. If this resolution is
postponed for the present it cannot again
be taken up to-day ; but if laid on the ta-
ble it can be again taken up.

Mr. KAINE. I move, then, that it be
laid on the table.

The motion was agreed to.

ADDITIONAL RULE.

Mr. ELL1s offered the following resolu-
tion, which was twice read :

Resolved, That the following rule be ad-
ded as another rule to those raported by
committee :

No. —. Therulesof parliamentary prac-
tice,comprised in Jefferson’s Manual, shall
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govern the Convention in all cases in
which they are applicable, and not incon-
sistent with the standing rules and orders
of the Convention.

Lazid on the table for one day.

STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE CONVEN-
TION.

Agreeably to order, the Convention pro~
eoeded-to the consideration of the resolu-~
tion relating fo the adoption of the stand-
ing committees of the Comnvention.

The nineteenth division was read, as
follows: )

¢« Ome Cornmittee, to consist of five mem-
bers, upon Future Amendments.”

The division was agreed to.

The twentieth division was read, as
follows:

*One Committee, to eonsist of nine
members, upon Constitutional Sanetion.””

The division was agreed to. .

The twenty-ﬁrst division was read, as
follows:

“One Lommlttee, to eonsist of nine
members, upon Schedule,

The division was agreed to.

The twenty-second division was read,
as follows: ‘

«Omne Committee, to consist of five mem-
bers, upon Revision and Adjustment.”

The division was agreed to.

The twenty-third division was read, as
follows:

“ One’ Committee,” to consist of five
members, upon Aceounts and Expendi-
tures of the Convention.”

The division was agreed to. .

The twenty-fourth division was read,
as follows:

“One Committee, to consist of seven
members, upon Printing and Binding of
the Convention.”

The division was agreed to.

Mr. PueHE moved to add to the stand-
ing ecommitiees “a Committee on - Xndus-
trial Interests and Xabor, to eonsist of
nine members.’’

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. J. M. WETHERILL moved to add to
the standing committees *a Committee
on Agriculture, Mining, Manufactures
and Commerce, to consist of nine mem-
bers.””

The motion wasagreed to.

Mr. NEwLIN moved to add totbe stand-
ing committees *r Committee, of nine
members, on Revenue and Taxation.”

Mr. ANDREW REED moved to amend,
by adding the words ¢and Finance.”

Which was agreed to,and the motion as
amended was agreed to.

“

Mr. STEWART moved to add to the
standing eommittees ‘a Committee, of
five members, on Pardons and the Par-
doning Power.””

The motion was not agreed to.

Mr. KaiNgE offered the following reso-
lution, which was twice read :

Resolved, That one thomsand copies of
the rules, together with the mnames of
the committees, be prinied for the use of
the Convention.

Mr. WHERRY moved to amend, by add-
ing “and that the order of the rules be so
arranged that all the standing eommittees
be placed under the same section and
number.” .

The amendment was agreed to, and the
resolution as amended was agreed to. :

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
Mr. MacVEAGHE asked the unanimous

" consent of the Convention to exeuse Mr.

Gowen from further attendance upon the
Convention to-day. Granted.

PRINTING.

Mr. GurHRIE offered the following reso-
Iution, which was twice read:

Resolved, That until otherwise ordered
the printing for the Convention shall be
executed by the present State Printer,
under existing laws and contracts with
the Commonwealth. '

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. President: X
hope the Convention will not pass a reso-
lution of that kind without some ¢consid-
eration. This guestion of printing and
reporting has all been referred this morn~
ing. It may be that the State Printer can
do this work the most eeonomieally, still
I hope we will not commit owrselves to
that policy by providing for the printing
in a special ease.

" Mr. Ewing. Mr. President: We bave
already ordered a considerable amount
of printing to be dene by the Convention.
Somebody must do it, and is it not tiine
we should determine by whom it shall be
done? As I understand from gentlemen
who understand legislative business, the
printing business has been one of consid~
erable difficulty. Fu.rther, as I wander-
stand it, in this State, back in 1856,a gen-
eral act of Assembly was passed which
provides that notices for proposals for
doing the public printing shounld be ad-
vertised, and the method is provided for
the opening of these bids in joint con-
vention of both Houses of the Legislature,
and the aet declares that all the publie

printing shall be allotted to the lowest
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bidder. The same aet goes on and pro-
vides for the methods in which it shall
be done, throwing guards around any at-
tempt that may be made at cheating in
secttlement. That act has been in force
over sinee, and has, it is alleged, saved
the Commonwealth large amounts of
money. Some supplements have been
passed to it, but none changing the section
which provides for the allotment of the
public printing onee in three years. In
1871 a supplement was passed, the last
seetlon of whieh provides: “Thaton Tues-
day, the fourth day of April next, the
two Houses of the Legislature shall meet
in joint eonvention, in the hall of the
House of Representatives, and let the
public printing and binding for three
vears, from and after the thirtieth day of
June next, according to the provisions of
the aect of April ninth, eighteen hundred
and fifty-six, and its several supplements,
including thisaet,”” and soon. Ifind, on
reference to the proceedings of the House
and Senate, that, on the fourth day of
April, 1871, in public session of the two
Houses, the bids were opened. Proof is
given-there of notice having been pub-
lished for those bids. Quite a number of
bids were put in, and then and there the
public printing was allotted for three
years from the thirtieth of June, 1871.
That aet is in force, and under that act I
take it all the publie printing for the
State is tobe done. I takeitthatwe have
a right to send our printing to the public
printer, who has entered into that contract,
and has given bonds for the faithful per-
tormance of his duties. And if he should
refuse to do so, he would be liable and
his bondsmen would be liable also.
I understand from gentlemen who are
acquainted with the subjeet that that
contract is a fair one, that it is at a low
price for the printing, and I think that
now is just as good a time to determine it
as any other, and that we should deter-
mine it. I know that it is said by some
that this Convention is supreme, that it is
superior to all law. But I take it that
there arg some things we cannot do. We
cannot appropriate meney, or, if we do, it
will be like calling spirits from the vasty
deep. We have here a publie act that has
guards thrown around it in the matter of
printing to prevent any peculation in the
publie printing. We have a provision
which direets that all publie printing for
three years shall be done by the State
Printer to whom it is allotted. It isa bu-
siness matter, not a matter of politics, or,

anything else but business. A large
amount of that printing is done, and, as I
understand it, the bids are lower than
any private person can get it done, be-
cause it is a contract for three years.
‘While I think the public printer is bound
under his contraet to do this printing, 1
also understand that the State is bound to
give him the printing under that econtract.
I believe that by aeting in accordance
with the statute law in this case, we will
save time for the Convention, we will have
our printing done conveniently, and we
will save money to the State and be obey-
ing the law.

Mr. BoyD moved that the resolution be
referred to the standing Committee on
Printing and Binding when appointed.

The motion was not agreed to.

Mr. WHERRY moved to amend the reso-
lution, by striking out all after the word
¢ resolved,” and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

‘That the Seeretary of this Convention
be authorized to furnish each memberand
officer of the Convention three printed
copies of the rules adopted.”

The amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. CocrnraN. Mr. President: I con-
fess I do not like this provision of the
resolution that this printing shall be done
by the State Printer under his present
contract. I am one of those who do not
admit that we have anything to do with
that eontract as members of this Conven-
vention. Ido not care where this printing
is done, but I want to keep the Conven-
tion from being committed. I would pre-
fer that the printing should be done un-
der the direction of the President of this
body. Imove toamend,by striking out
that part which provides that the printing
shall be done by the State Printer,and in-
sert ‘‘under the orders of the President of
this Convention.”

The amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. J. P. WETHERILL. Mr. President:
Ido hopethat we will beextremely careful
how we authorize any officer of the State to
do printing for us, when there is no im-
mediate necessity therefor. Inasmuch as
the only printing required by this Con-
vention is the printing of two hundred
and fifty or five hundred copies of the
rules just adopted, and inasmuch as it is
likely that when we meet next Wednes-
day we will only be in session a day or
two, and then adjourn solely and purely
for committee work, and that work may
occupy the attention of the committees
for weeks, and inasmuch as we have signi-
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fled our intention not meet after that ad-
journment until some time next yeuar, it
does seem to me thereis mo immediate
necessity of our aecting upon this resolu-
tion and aunthorizing any printing what-
ever. Let us bhe extremely careful, in all
measures looking to the expenditure of
money by this Convention, that we make
haste slowly. I can see how, simply by
the printing of a few rolls, costing a few
dollars, we may be led into path about
the cost of which we know little, and the
end thereof we may regret. Let uskeep
our work in our own hands, confined to
our own officers, in charge of our own
committees, and then we can hold some
one under our own eontrol responsible for
our expenditures. As this is a simple
matter, a matterwhich we all understand
thoroughly, I do hope we will be careful
lest we be led iato a method of expendi-
ture about which to-day we know nothing.
‘Who, in this Convention, knows what
this contraot is with the State Printer? It
may be high or it may be low; but let us
know what it is; and before we spend
money let us know exactly the amount
we expend and the value we receive.

Mr. Harry WHIZE moved to amend
the resolution, by adding the following:
< Prowided, Nothing herein shall commit
the Convention to giving the future print-
ing of the Convention tothe State Printer.”

Mr. LITPLETON mpoved that the whole
subject be laid on the table.

'Fhe motion was agreed to.

ACCOUNTS AND EXPENSES.

Mx. J. N. Purviance offered the fol-
lowing resolution, which was read:

Resotved, That the Committee on Ac-
counts shall examine all accounts for ex-
penses, and report upon the same to the
Convention at least monthly, whether the
same are proper expenses of the Conven-
tion ; and if the same are approved by the:
Convention they shall be paid as provided
hy law.

Laid on the table, under the rules.

MEETINGS OF COMMITTEES.

Mr. JouN PRI¢E WETHERILL offered
the following resolution, which was read :

Resolved, 'That the committces asnamed
in the report be reguested to meet at Har-
risburg at least once in every woek, for
the consideration of the subject matter re-
ferred to them, until they are prepared to
report, and that the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Judiciary shall have power to
eall the chairmen of the standing com-
mittees together for consultation.

The Convention refused to proceed to
the second reading of the resolution.

On motion of Mr. KAINE, the President:
adjourned the Convention until Wednes-
day morning next at ten a’clock.
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FIFTH DAY.

WEDNESDAY, Nov. 2), 1872..
The Convention met at ten o'clock A.
M., pursuant to adjournment, and was
called to order by the President, Wm. M,
Meredith.

PRAYER.

Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. A. K.
Strong, of Harrisburg, as follows:

O, Thou great, eternal, immortal, in-
visible, and only wise God, the Father of
all love, through whom cometh down
every good and every perfect gift, grant
Thy presence now to attend the re-assem-
bling of this Convention this day. Give
to Thy servantsthe healthful influences of
‘Thy word and Thy spirit, to gnide every
thought and every word of the delibera-
tions of this assembly this day. We give
Thee thanks for gpared lives and gnercies
thus far. May the great goodness of God,
as it passes before us continually, remind
us of our constant dependence upon Thee,
and our obligations to have the fear of the
Lord before our eyes, and the love of God
in our hearts. Pardon our sins, and save
us for an everlasting salvation, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Redeemer.
Amen.

The Journal of Friday last was read and
approved.

ASSISTANT DOOR-KEEPER QUALIFIED,

Assistant Door-keeper Bentley appeared
and the President administered the fol-
lowing oath:

“You do swear by Almighty God, the
searcher of all hearts, that you will sup-
‘port the Constitution of the United States,
and- perform the duties of an officer of this
Convention with fidelity, and that as you
shall answer to God at the great day.”

COMMUNICATION F?OM THE AUDITOR
GENERAL.

A communication from the Auditor
General was read, giving the cost of the
Constitutional Convention of 1836-7. The
communication set forth that the printing
cost $99,523 40; stenographic reporting, $7,-
751 71; contingencies, $45,901 11. Thetrans-
mitting of debates was paid out of the con-

tingent fund, and no detailed statement
fited in the department.

. The communication was laid on the
table.

ACCOUNTS AND EXPENDITURES.

Mr. J. N. Porviancecalled up the reso-
lution offered by himself on Friday last.
The resolution was read, as follows:

Resolved, That the Committee on Ac-
counts shall examine all aceounts for ex-
penses, and report upon the same to the
Convention at least monthly, whether the
same are proper expenses of the Conven-
tion; and if the same are approved by the
Convention they shall be paid as provided:
by law. . :

Mr. J. N. PURVIANCE, Mr, President:
The law under -which we meet makes

no designation of a disbursing officer. It

is true it provides that warrants for the
proper expenses of the Convention shall
be drawn by the President, and counter-
signed by the Chief Clerk, upon the State
Treasurer for payment. If we accept the
letter of the law as expressive of its true
meaning, then this Convention has no
financial officer, and all accounts would be
paid direct by the State Treasurer to the
person entitled to receive them—to the
person named in the warrant. Should
this be the proper construction of the
statute, it is well that the Convention
should so understand it, and in that case
it would be relieved, though not properly
g0, of all responsibility in the matter.
The resolution under consideration was
intended to remedy this apparent defect
or omission in the law, and to cast the re-
sponsibility where it properly belongs—
upon the Convention: At present, how-
ever, my purpose is merely to eall the at-
tention of the Convention to the subjeet,
and to elicit such expression and action as
may properly settle the matter.

Another defect, too, it strikes me, in the
law, is that no provision is made for the
settlement of accounts by the proper ac-
counting officers of the State—the Audi-
tor General and State Treasurer; henece
the greater importance of suitable action
upon the part of the Convention. The
resolution was offered in view of an ar-
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mingement at the outset, which would
start the Convention right in regard to the
financial operations which may properly
come before us.

The PrEsIDENT. The guestion is upon
this rule, which, if adopted, will be con-
sidered as one of the rules and printed
with them.

The resolution was adopted.

OFFICER TO TAKE CIIARGE OF COAT-
ROOM.

Mr. MPALLISTER offered the following
resolution, which was read:

Resolved, That a suitable person beem-
ployed to take charge of the coat-room
daring the sitting of the Convention at
Harrisburg.

On the question, will the Convention
proceed to the second reading of the reso-
jation?

A division was called for, and it wasde-~
termined in the affirmative—41-40.

The resolution was again read.

Mr. ALRICKS moved to amend, by
striking out the words “a suitable per-
son,” and inserting in lieu thereof the
words “the Assistant Door-keeper.”

The amendment was agreed to, and the
resolution, as amended, was adopted.

PURDON’'S DIGEST.

Mr. Lanpis offered the following reso-
lution, which was read:

Resolved, That the Secretary of the
Commonweanlth be requested to furnish to
the Convention, for the use of the niein-
bers, six copies of Purdon’s Digest.

On the question, will the Convention
procaed to the second reading of the reso-
lution?

1t was determined in the negative.

Mr. Lanpis. I would like to inquire
where I can examine a copy of Purdon’s
Digest ?

Mr. Darrinarox. In the library.

Mr. Lanpis. I inquired for it this
morning, and conld find none there.

- Mr. KaiNg. The gentleman can buy
one in Philadelphia.

Mr. Lanprs. I am certainly not ex-
pected to do that.

INSTRUCTIONS TO COMMITTERS.

Mr. Manx offered the following resolu-
tion, which was read:

Resolved, That it is the sense of this
Convention that the committees, in pre-
paring their reports on the several sub-
jectssubmitted to them, should adhere as
closely to the text of the present Consti-
tution of the State is as compatible with
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the secaring of such reforms as are clearly
demanded by the general sentiment of
the people.

On the question, will the Convention
proeceed to the second reading of the reso-
lution?

It was determinded in the negative.

PRINTING.

Mr. DaruiNeTON moved that the clerk
be directed to procure printed blank yeas
and nays for the use of the Convention.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. HArry WHITE offered the follow-
ing resolution, which was read :

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk ishereby
authorized and directed to have printed,
for the use of the Convention, five hundred
copiesof the rules of the Convention.

Mr. KaiNe. There is a resolutionupon
that subject already upon the table.

On the guestion, will the Convention
proceed to the second reading of the reso-
Iation ?

it was determined in the negative.

RESIGNATIONS.

Mr. Bowman offered the following reso-
intion, which was read :

Resol'ved, That hereafter this Convention
will not accept the resignation of any
member unless the same shall be accom-
panied with good and sufficient reasons
therefor, the sufficiency of such reasons to
be determined by the Convention.

On the question, will the Convention
proceed to the second reading of the reso-
lution ?

1t was determined in the negative.

USE OF HALL IN PHILADELPHIA BY THE
CONVENTION.

Mr. ADDICKS, from the committoee ap-
pointed to conter with the councils of
Philadelphia in relation to the selection
and arrangement of a hall for the use of
the Convention after January 1, 1873,
made a report, which was read @

[See Journal.}
The report was laid on the table.

REPORTING AND PRINTING.

Mr. NEwrnIN, from the committee of
fifteen, to whom was referred the resolu-
tion relating to thereporting of the pro-
ceedings of the Convention, made a re-
port, which was read asfollows:

«That in their opinion it is expedient
that the proceedings and debates of the
Convention be reported. They therefore
report the following resolution, with the
recommendation that it be adopted by
the Convention :
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Resolved, That the standing Committtee
on Accounts and Xxpenditures be di-
rected to report what is the proper
amount of compensation to be paid to a
stenographer and his assistants, and that
upon such a report being made and
adopted by the Convention the President
be authorized to appoint a stenographer,
who shall be styled the official reporter
of the Convention; said reporter shall
cmploy his own assistants, and shall be
solely responsible for the accurate per-
formance of his and their duties.

JAMES W. M. NEWLIN,
G. V. LAWRENCE,

J. B. GUTHRIE,

SAM'L A. PURVIAXNCE,
D. KAINE,

SILAS M. CLARK,

W. H. ARMSTRON(,
WILLIAM J. TCRRELL,
WILLIAM DARLINGTON,
F. B. GOWEN.

On motion of Mr. NEWLIN, the resolu;
tion was read a second time.

The PRESIDENT. By that resolutionthe
duty of appointing a stenographer de-
volves upon the Chair. There are a great
mnany applicants for the position, and
there may be a great difference in their
qualifications. The Chair would suggest
that it would be a special favor to himself
not to have so burdensome a duty cast
upon him, but that it might be performed
by the Committee on Accounts, or some
committee designated by the Convention.

Mr. ALrIcKs. Iappreciatetheremarks
of .the President, and in order to relieve
him of any embarrassment I move to
amend the resolution, by striking out the
words * President be authorized to ap-
point,’’ and insert the words “the Conven-
tion will now proceed to elect.”

The amendment was ruled out of order.

Mr. DARLINGTON moved to amend the
resolution, by striking out all after the
word “resolved,’”’ and inserting in lieu
thereof the following :

¢ That it is not expedient that the de-
bates of this Convention be reported.”

Mr. GoweN. Mr. President: I rise to
suggest to the gentleman that as the ques-
tion now stands before the Convention his
amendment is not in order. The commit-
tee does not report to the House any reso-
lution on the expense of reporting any
debates. It simply reports that it is the
opinion of the committee that they should
be reported. In addition to that the com-
mittee did report one resolution, and that
resolution 1s relative to the appointment

of a stenographer. AsIunderstand it the
question before the House is upon the
adoption of the resolution reported by the
committee. Ifthat resolution is amended,
by striking out all after the word “re-
solved,” and inserting that it is inexpe-
dient to print the debates of the Conven-
tion, effeet will be that the report of the
the committee is this: ¢ Your commit-
tee report that it is expedient that the
proceedings and debates of the Convention
be reported, and they therefore submit a
resOlution, to wit: That it is not expedi-
ent that the debates of this Convention be
reported.” I therefore suggest that the
amendment is not pertinent to the reso-
lution, but will come up when the report
of the committee itself is before the House.

The PRESIDENT ruled that the report of
the committee was not before the Con-
vention. The only thing before the Con-

vention wastheresolution,and the amend-

ment was in order.

Mr. FuNck. Mr. President: Would it
not be desirable to have some sort of esti-
mate of the expenses of these reports
before a vote is taken upon this resclu-
tion? I have no doubt a great many
members will vote for the reporting of
the debates if it is not too expensive, and
I would like to know what the probable
cost will be before I can vote intelligently
upon the question. I would therefore
move that the consideration of this reso-
Iation he postponed, and that a commit-
tee be appointed to determine the proba-
ble expense of reporting the proceedings.
I move to postpone the further considera-
tion of the resolution until to-morrow
morning.

The motion was not agreed to.

Mr. Harry WHITE. In this connec-
tion I submit the following amendment
to the amendment :

¢ That this resolution be referred to the
Comnnittee to be appointed on Printing
and Binding, with authority to report a
contract for the reporting and printing of
the proceedings of the Convention, such
contract to be subject to the action of the
Convention.” '

The PrESIDENT. That is notan amend-
ment. That is a motion to commit.

Mr. HARRY WHITE. The Convention
will understand that the motion which T
have just made is a motion to refer this
whole subject to the action of the stand-
ing Committee on Printing and Binding,
to be -appointed by the Chair. It occurs
to me, in that connection, that it is emi-
nently proper that action of this kind shall
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be had. There is certainly a great want
of information among the members of
this Convention, myself included, as to
what is the proper compensation for the
reporting of the proceedings of this body.
It seems to be the sense of the majority
of this body that the reporting and print-
ing shall be kept separate and distinect.
I don’t know whether that is the case or
not, but it seems to me that is the sense
of the majority. If that isso, it oceurs to
me that we should proceed about this
matter as we would dispose of any private
business transaction. The idea I had in
view was to allow the Committee on
Printing and Binding to receive bids
from experienced parties upon the sub-
jeet of reporting, and let them exercise
their wisest disceretion in the acceptance
of bids from the best parties—from the
parties most responsible—and to make a
contract with those parties—that is, all the
forms of a contract—and submit that con-
tract to this Convention for its action.
That is the course that was pursued by
the Convention of the State of Illinois and
some other States; that was not the course
pursued by the Convention of the State
of New York, and the result was that
much odium was brought upon the pro-
ceedings of that Convention, because of
this want of . business precaution at the
threshold. Furthermore, this Committee
on Printing and Binding will also have
jurisdiction of the subject of the printing
of our proceedings, and they iay invite
upon the subject of printing the largest
competition possible, and when they sub-
mit their report, which they will do at an
early day, this Convention can dispose of
it in a business way.

MR. DARLINGTON. Mr. President: Here
is a proposition for a particular mode of
reporting the proceedings of the Conven-
tion. Itseems to me, in the natural order
of things, that should come in after this

.Convention shall have decided to print
them. All these amendments, I think,
might fairly be laid aside until the Con-
vention has an opportunity of ex-
pressing its opinion of the propriety of
printing at all. As a member of the com-
mittee which reported these rules, I will
be found agreeing to the report. We have
assumed that it is the temper of the Con-
vention to have its proceedings reported,
and we have acted upon that assumption.
We may be right in thator not. AllI de-
sire is to have a direet vote upon that
question—whether we will have them re-
ported at all; and if the Convention

decide that they will, then 1 will join with
my friend from Indiana, or any other
centleman, in perfecting the details.

Mr. Harry WHITE withdrew his mo-
tion for the prescent.

The question recurred on the amend-
ment offered by Mr. Darlington to
strike out all after the word *resolved,”
and insert the words: ¢“That it is not ex-
pedient that the debates of this Conven-
tion be reported.” '

On the question, will the Convention
agree 50 to amend?

The yeas and nays were required by
Mr. Cochran and Mr. J. P. Wetherill, and
were as follow, viz:

YIAS.

Messrs. Ainey, Andrews, Achenbach,
Bartholomew, Baer, Baily,(Perry,) Baker,
Beebe, Brodhead, Broomall, Curtin, Cor-
bett, Carter, Church, Cochran, Collins,
Davis, Dimmick, Darlington, Edwards,
Hanna, Harvey, Hazzard, Heverin, Hor-
ton, Lamberton, Lawrence, Landis, Lit-
tleton, Long, M’Culloch, M’Murray,Mann,
Metzger, Patton, Porter, Purviance, (Alle-
gheny,) Purviance, (Butler,) Runk, Rus-
sell, Sharpe, Smith, (Berks,) Stewart,
Struthers, Tuarrell, Walker, White, David
N., Woodward, Wetherill, (Philadelphia,)
Wright and Meredith, President—51.

NAYS,

Messrs. Armstrong, Alricks, Addicks,
Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Bardsley, Bow-
man, Boyd, Buckalew, Campbell, Cassi-
dy, Clark, Corson, Cronmiller, Curry,
Dodd, Dallas, De France, Dunning, Ellis,
Flliott, Kwing, Fulton, Funck, Gowen,
Gibson, Guthrie, Hall, Hay, Hemphill,
Howard, Hunsicker, Kaine, M’Allister,
M’Camant, M’Clean, MacConnell, Mac-
Veagh, Mantor, Minor, Mott, Newlin,
Niles, Parsons, Patterson, (Allegheny,)
Pughe, Reynolds, James L., Read, (Phila-
delphia,) Reed, (Mifilin,) Rooke, Smith,
(Allegheny,) Simpson, Temple, Van
Reed, White, (Indiana,) Wetherill,
(Sehuylkill,) Wherry, White, J. W. I
and Worrell—57.

So the question was determined in the
negative.

Pairup—Mr. J. L. Reynolds with S.
H. Reynolds.

The question recurred on the resolution
presented by the commiittee of fifteen.

Mr. Harry WHITE moved that the
resolution be referred to the standing
Committee on Printing and Binding,
when appointed, with instructions to as-
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certain and report to the Convention the
probable expense of reporting, printing
and binding its proceedings and debates,
and the best method of doing the same;
and that the said committee be instructed
to report the probable cost of each subject
referred to separately.

Mr. KAINE. Now, Mr. President, I do
not see what good that reference can pos-
sibly accomplish. A resolution was otfer-
ed in this Convention a few days ago:
“Resolved, That this Convention do now
proceed to the election of a stenographer
for the purpose of reporting the proceed-
ings and debates of this Convention.”
That resolution elicited some discussion,
and, upon a motion, was referred to the
committee of fifteen. That committee
had that resolution under consideration
for two sittings, at least, and they deter-
mined, by the report which is now upon
the table, and which it is now proposed to
refer, that it was expedient that the de-

bates and proceedings of this Convention.

should be reported. Upon the same ques-
tion a vote has just now been taken in
this House, and it has been decided by
fifty-seven votes to fifty-one that the pro-
ceedings and debates of this Convention
shall be reported and published. Nowis
it proposed by this commitment to change
the action of this House, as regardsthe re-
porting and printing of these debates? It
can answer no other purpose. The reso-
lution attached to the report of the com-
mittee of fifteen, made this morning, pro-
vides that the Cominittee on Accounts, to
which it is now proposed to refer this mat-
ter, shall make a contract, shall make an
agreement with a competent person to re-
port the proceedings and debates of this
Convention, and having done that, then
the President shall appoint a reporter,
with competent assistants, to discharge
those duties. Now, I take it, Mr. Presi-
dent, that the reference of this subject
matter again to the Cornmiftee on Ac-
counts, for the purpose of reporting the
cost, will not make any change, or cannot
make any change, in the action- of this
House, which has, by its committee, and
by a solemnvote here this morning, de-
termined that the proceedings shall.be re-
ported. The expense will not®e s0 enor-
mous that the amount will change the
opinion of members of this Convention.
The Committee on Accounts will have
this thing in charge, to make an agree-
ment and arrangement as to the price
at which this work can be done, and make
report to that effect, and then the Presi-

i

dent appoints the reporter.  This motion
certainly can do no good; it can accom-
plish no end except that of delay.

Mr., M’ALLISTER. Mr. Speaker: ‘It
seems to me that this resolution and the
amendments bring up the simple ques-
tion whether we shall elect these steno-
graphers, and cast upon them a scparate
and distinet respousibility in eonnection
with their own work, or whether we shall
put themunderthe guidance and direction
of the printer, or the gentleman to whom
the printing shall be allotted, and I ean
sce no possible good reason why they
should be connected. T most respectfully
differ with my friend from Indiana (Mr.
‘White) in reference to the mode in which
this was done in Illinois. If I read cor-
reetly the proceedings of that Convention,
one of the very first acts was to appoint a
stenographer and to give him power to
employ his assistants, and to hold him
responsible to the Convention for that
part of the work.

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Will the gentle-
man allow me to interrupt him?

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Certainly.

Mr. HARRY WHITE. My friend from
Centre (Mr. M’Allister) is entirely in
error when he states that I said the Con-
vention of Illinois let the reporting and
printing together. On the contrary they
did not do so, but made a separats con.
tract for the reporting, which they spread
upon the record, and which is precisely
what we want to do.

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Preecisely as this
committee of fifteen have reported. They
have reported in favor of a stenographer,
and that is the guestion, as I understand,
now to be amended by uniting with itthe
printing. I am infavor of the printingof
the debates; not to afford the members of
this Convention an opportunity to trans-
mit what they say to posterity, but to
afford the people an opportunity to know
what is going on here—to know our do-
ings. If we were a Convention of absolute
powers to impose a Constitution upon the
people against their will, there would be
no necessity for printing these debates;
but if we recognize the people as our sov-
ereigns, if we look to the people for the
confirmation of what we do, and consider
all that we do here of no use unless they
approve of it, why then shall we not
atford them a correct report of the debates
in this Convention which lead us to the
conclusions, which lead us to the making
of this Constitution we ask them to ap-
prove? How is this information to be car-
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ried down to the people unless wehave the

_proceedings of this Convention properly

reported? I come here prepared to hear
suggestions, and arguments, and reasons,
from the humblest member of this body,
be he ever so illiterate. Uponthegeargu-
ments, coming from these sources, I ex-
pect to fogm my opinion,and I expect the
people to form opinions of approval or

"disapproval upon the very same argu-

ments. Why shut out the people from
this knowledge? It is not to ke conceived
that we are not areading people. Wewere
educated to read by the interest the peo-
ple took in the war, and nine-tenths of
the electors of Pennsylvania will  read
with interest the prooeedings of this Con-
vention, the subject matter in which they
are, every one, personally interested.
Why shall we not afford them an oppor-
tunity toread whatisdone here? Andcan
we give them correct knowledge on this
subject unless we have a reporter under
our jurisdietion? I admit that reporters
may come in here from thig and other

-States, and that we may have garbled ex-

tracts in reference to the propositions and
arguments made here, but nothing under
our control in which the people may rely
as the agtual proceedings of this Con-
vention. Now, in the State of Illi-
nois they wisely required the public

- printer.to publish the proceedings, with-

out charge, in two papers, one of each
party represented in that Convention.
Those slips from the papers wore laid
upon the tables of the members at twelve
o’clock of the day succeeding the day on
which the arguments were made and_ the
business transacted. They were revised,
and re-set, and correoted by the printers
without charge. 'The papers were then
furnished for distribution to the people,
and then ravised and correted by the
printer, without charge, before they went
into the Congresstonal Globe form. The
whole proceedings of that Convontion,
and it was as long in session as this Con-
vention will be, are contained in two vol-
umes and no more,

Now it seems to me that it i certainly
a mistake to be concerned about the sim-
ple expense of this reporting and print-
ing. If we afford the people who are to
pay for it the information they need,
the information they must have if they
would ferm correct conclusions, any ex-
pense incurred will be but slight, will be
but little, and the people will bear it, and
bear it willingly. The expense, the ex-
traordinary expense, of the printing gen-
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erally arises from loosenessin the contract,

which enables the printer to charge what
he pleases for a large majority of the

work. Those perquisiteg and those ad-
vantages were cut off by the. strictness of
the contract, although brief, made in Illi-
nois. There wasa stipulation in that con-

tract, not only as to what the printer
should have, but also as to what he should

not have, a stipulation of the work he

should do, and the work for which he

should not charge. It was a model con-
tract, and I hope that at least such a con-

tract will be made here by the committee

to which the making of a contract may be

referred. If that is done, and we cut off
the printer and the stenographer from all

illegal charges, and from all charges that.
he is permitted to make by the looseness

of the contract, the people will be satis-

fied, I am sure. Let us eut off these cor-

morants that hover around publie institu-

tions of this kind, looking for what they

may pick up. Let us cut ourselves off
from them, and I am convinced the peo-

ple will be fully satisfied with our ex-

penses.

Mr. H. G. SMITH. Mr., President: A
number of gentlemen have come in since
this discussion commenced, and I would
like to hear the resolution. read, as re-
ported from the committee of fifteen, to-

gether with the amendments now before

the Convention. .

By direction of the President the Clerk
read the resolution, together with the
pending motions.

Mr., H. G. Smira. Now, Mr. President,
I would like to say a word or two. I have
had a little experience, both with report-
ers and in the matter of publishing. I
have given this subject some little
thought. In my opinion, the resolution
as offered, which provides for the employ-
ment of a reporter, who would be an
officer of this-€onvention, a-quast ofiicer
under its conttrol, is, if the Convention de-
termine that its proceedings shall be re-
ported, the only proper course to pursue.
The reporting and the printing ought to
be made distinct matters, and in the em-
ployment of a reporter he could be paid
by the thousand ems, if you choose, as
was done il the Illinois Convention, and
let him employ his own sub-reporters
and pay them out of the amount of com-
pensation deemed reasonable and proper.
I understand the amount paid by.the 11-
linois Convention was larger than was
necessary, and that the most competent
reporters who have presented themselves
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before this body will render their services
for a considerably less sum. The report-
ing of that Convention cost between
oighteen and twenty thousand dollars,
paid for the reporting alone. "That can be
done for a considerably less sum, I un-
derstand, by the most competent report-
ers in the country. If, then, the Convon-
tion determine that they will publish the
debates, in my judgment it. ought to em-
ploy its own reporter, make him subject
to its control, and hold him, at all times,
responsible for the manner in which he
discharges his duties. Having done this,
the reports will be furnished just as di-
rected by the Convention. Then will
come the question of printing. Now I
have heard it intimated that the Public
Printer of this State claims the printing
of this Convention. Whether the con-
tract entered into with him by the Legis-
lature binds this body or not is a question
to be determined upon consideration. If
it does not, and if this Convention re-
moves to Philadelphia, as they have de-
termined to do, it would be found more
convenient for this Convention to have its
printing done in that city, and; in my
judgment it would be more cheaply and
more satisfactorily done. I have under-
stood from a gentleman who had some
conversation with Mr. Lippincott that
that house, one of the bost printing
houses in the United States, and so large
in its operations that it can afford to be
perfectly honest-—have suggested a plan
by which the reports of this Convention
might be published in a very proper and
I suppose a very satisfactory manner. If
the idea I am mentioning should prevail,
that this Convention should spread its
proceedings before the people as they take
place, the proper way to do would be to
publish them in something like a daily
record. Now that could be published by
such a house as the Lippincotts in such a
shape as the daily Globe is furnished. A
copy of that could be laid upon the desks
of members the morning after the de-
bates took place, certainly not later. than
the second morning. In the meantime
your reporter could allow every member
who ehose to do 8o to correct his speeches
in manuscript. After the matter was
farnished to the Convention, however, I
apprehend it would not be well to make
serious corrections. That sort of thing
should be done beforehand. Having been
furnished fo this Convention in the shape
of a paper, something like the daily Globe,
verbal and typographical errors might

9

be corrected after that without sorious
objections from the publishers whoever
they might be. Then they could make
that matter up in such shape as they
chose, stercotype it and farnizh such
hound copies of the proceedings to this
Convention as might be ordered. It
seems to me that the adoption of a plan
like this would give this Convention, if it
determine to have reports, just such re-
ports as it would desire, and give them to
it in the cheapest ond very best manner.

As the gentleman from Centre (Mr.
M’ Allister) has said, there are all sorts of
opportunities for jobbing in printing. i
have been reliably informed by members
of the Legislature, those who ought to
know, that the cards tacked on the desks
of members of the Legislature costas much
as one dollar apiece, or $133 for 133 cards.
Now a job printer will print them for you
inthe city of Harrisburgor Philadelphia, or
elsewhere,for five dollarsand make money
onit. Imerely throw this out in order
to show the importance of what is urged,
that when a contract comes to be made it
should be made with all the provisions
necessary for the protection of the State.

Mr. BarrtHOLOMEW moved to amend,
by adding to the instructions of the com-
mittee the following :

“And that said committee be instructed
to report the probable cost of each subiec:
referred, separately.”

Mr. HArrRY WHITE accepted the amend-
ment offered by Mr. Bartholomew.

Mr. WHERRY moved to amend, by strik-
ing out all after the word ¢ Convention,”
and inserting in lieu thercof the words
“what work shall be done by stenogri-
pher or stenographers, and how muchk
per once thousand ems shall be paid for the
same,”’

The amendment of Mr. Wherry was not
agreed to.

The cuestion then recurred, will the
Convention agree to the motion of Mr.
Harry White?

Mr. GoweN. Mr. President: I think if
this Convention understood thorougiv
the action of the committee of fiftecn, z
large majority wonld be in favor of got-
ting rid of a difficulty that now embar-
rasses us, and acting favorably upon the
report of that committee. It must be re-
membered that nothing was referred to
that committee on the subject of printing.
Therefore T am opposed to mixing up the
question of printing with the question of
reporting. The sole question upon which
the committee of fiftcen were desired by
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the Convention to report was upon the
propriety of having the debates of the
Clonvention reported; and, second, upon
the appointment or election of a proper
and competent person to do the work.
Now that committee reported, as its opin-
ion, that the entire debatds and proceed-
ings should be published. That action
has been sustained by a vote of this Con-
vention. The second question, and the
question that is really the only one under
consideration, and whieh it is the disposi-
tion to get rid of for the present by com-
mitting it to another committee, is this:
Shall the Convention have a reporter of
its own, subject to the orders of the Con-
vention, and responsible alone to the Con-
vention for the faithful performance of his
duties? Now the report of the commit-
tee of fifteen was this: That the first thing
to be done upon that subject was to ask
of the Committee npon Accounts and Ex-
penditures to report to this Convention
what compensation should be paid for re-
porting its proceedings. The language of
that resolution is such that the Committee
upon Accounts and Expenditures can
report how much shall be paid for the en-
tire job, of how much shall be paid per
day, or how much per thousand ems, as
they see fit. What I desire of the com-
mittee of fifteen, which desire I am sure
will be shared by a great number of this
Convention, is that the compensation to
be paid for this service should be fixed
definitely before anybody was appointed
to act under it, so that the appointment
should not be made in a hurry, and after-
wards a large bill run up against the
State for acting under it. Therefore, if
the resolution, as it came from the Com-
mittee, is finally adopted by the Conven-
tion, the result will be this: First, that
the Committee on Accounts and Expendi-
tures will determine what is the proper
compensation to be paid, and upon that
report being accepted and adopted by the
I{ouse then, and not until then, will the
reporier be appointed or elected. If ap-
pointed, it will be by the President. If
the President asks, as he has asked, to
DLe reliecved from that duty, the resolution
can be amended by having him elected
by the Convention, and this troublesome
business will be over. But the point of
the resolution, and the gist of it, is that
there shall be one single person, solely
responsible to this House for the pertorm-
ance of his duties, and before his appoint-
ment his compensation shall be fixed.
Now I apprehend that these little mat-
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ters like this question are the most
troublesome we will be annoyed with,
and a large number of the members of
this Convention would be exceedingly
glad if they could get rid of them and not
be troubled with them any more. I
therefore trust the motion of my friend
from Indiana (Mr. White) will not pre-
vail. "The committee of fifteen have re-
ported a resolution which, if adopted, will
release every member of this Convention
from embarrassment, and we will have a
competent committee to fix the salary or
compensation. When that is done the
President will appoint, or the Convention
will elect, a man to report; that being
accomplished we are rid of one question
and one only. When the gquestion of
printing comes up—and I hope this ques-
tion of reporting will not be in any man-
ner connected with it—it can be referred
to the Committee on Printing, and they
can report on it. I thercfore trust it will
not be re-commtted to another cominittec.

Mr. MACVEAGH., Mr. President: Iam
sorry to trouble the Convention, but I
want to explain that it is precisely for the
reasons that the gentleman from Philadel-
phia (Mr. Gowen) has given for support-
ting the original resolution that I support
this motion. It does not necessarily con-
neet the two subjects together—reporting
and printing—further than this, that
those of us who want information upon
the total expenditure, likely to be in-
curred, shall have it before we are re-
quired to vote yea or nay upon the ques-
tion of the appointment of a stenographer.
The difference between his resolution,
the resolution of his committee, and the
amendment which I had prepared, and
which is now in another form, the amend-
ment of the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. White) differs only in this respect:
That of proposing to ascertain the ex-
pense of reporting, and then to proceed
to commit the Convention to reporting
what is the value of reporting without
printing? I wish to know, at the same
time, what will be the probable expense
of printing the reports, so that I may
vote intelligently upon the primary gques-
tion of reporting. It isnnt to confound
the things togetlier, it is not to join the
things together, but it is to have the
information upon both subjects before
we vote upon either, because I confess
I will be largely influenced in voting
by the consideration of the probable ex-
pense of the printing. Thereforeit is that
I trust gentlemen will vote for this mo-
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tion in order that the entire information
desired may be laid before the House.
Mr. W, H, Smita. I would like toin-
quire of the mover what process is to be
‘taken to ascertain this. If you want to
find out the probable expense, I take it
that the first thing you will do is to get
bids for printing. Then you must take
some other means, unknown to me, to find
out how much is to be paid for reporting.
Is this committee to invite proposals, and
from the proposals make out that part of
the expense? Thenhow is this committee
to ascertain the probable expense unless
they can tell how much printing there is
to be done?
On the question, will the Convention
agree to the motion to commit ?
The yeaé and nays were required by Mr.
Harry White and Mr. Elliott, and were as
follow, viz:

YEAS.

Messrs. Addicks, Ainey, Andrews, Arm-
strong, Baily, (Perry,) Baker, Bardsley,
Beebe,Bowman, Broomall, Carter, Church,
Cochran, Curry, Darlington, De France,
Dimmick, Edwards, Fell, Fulton, Funck,
Hanna,Hazzard, Horten, Howard, Knight,
Lilly, Littleton, MacConnell, M’Culloch,
MacVeagh, Mann, Mantor, Minor, Parsons,
Patterson, D. W., Patton, Porter, Purvi-
ance, John N., Reed, Andrew, Russell,
Sharpe, Simpson, Smith, Henry W., Stan-
ton, Stewart, Struthers, Van Reed, Wal-
ker, White, David N., White, Harry and
Meredith, President—52.

YEAS,

Messrs. Achenbach, Alricks, Baer, Bai-
ley, (Huntingdon,) Bannan, Bartholo-
mew, Boyd, Brodhead, Buckalew, Camp-
bell, Cassidy, Clark, Collins, Corbett, Cor-
son, Cronmiller, Curtin, Cuyler, Dallas,
Davis, Dunning, Elliott, Ellis, Ewing, Gib-
son, Gowen, Guthrie, Hall, Harvey, Hay,
Hemphill, Heverin, Hunsicker, Kaine,
Lamberton, TLandis, Lawrence, Lear,
Long, M’Allister, M’Camant, M’Clean,
M’Murray, Metzger, Mott, Newlin, Niles,
Patterson, T. H. B., Pughe, Purviance,
Samuel A., Read, John R., Rooke, Ross,
Runk, Smith, H. G., Smith, W. H., Tem-
ple, Turrell, Wetherill, J. M., Wetherill,
John Price, Wherry, White, J. W. F.,
Woodward, Worrell and Wright—65,

So the question was determined in the
negative.

The question recurred on the resolution
as reported from the committee.

6
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Mr. NEwrLIN. In accordance with the
expressed wish of the President, as made
to the Convention, I now move to strike
out so much of the resolution reported by
the committee of fifteen as vests the ap-
pointment of a stenographer in the Presi-
dent, and make the election by the Con-
vention.

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Mr. President: I de-
sire to offer resolutions, by way of amend-
ment, to strike out and insert, which
would probably avoid the amendment
the gentleman suggests.

The resolutions were read, as follows:

Resolved, That the President appoint a
temporary stenographic reporter of all the
debates and proceedings of the Conven-
tion, who shall appoint his own assistants,
and shall eontinue until further ordered
by the Convention.

Resolved, That the standing Committee
on Printing and Binding, when appointed,
be instructed to receive proposals and re-
port to the Convention as soon as possible
the draft of a contract for the reporting,
printing and binding, or for each sepa-
rately, as they may deem best; and that
upon the approval by the Convention of a
contract or contracts for the same, the
duties of the reporters appointed by the
Secretary of the Commonwealth shall
cease.

The PrRESIDENT. The amendment is
not, at present, in order.

The motion of Mr. Newlin was then
agreed to.

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Mr. President: Inow
renew my resolutions.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will again
express his entire unwillingness toassume
the duties of the appointment of a steno-
grapher. The Convention knows that a
heavy duty is now imposed upon him,
and that he is endeavoring to appoint the
standing committees, and to impose upon
him the burden of selecting a steno-
grapher from all the applicants, he feels
would be thrusting upon him what the
Convention would probably not desire.

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Then I withdraw the
first resolution and leave the second one
as the proposed amendment. I desire, in
this connection, to make a few explana-
tory remarks. Asit standsat present the
reports of the Convention are made by
stenographers, who have been appointed
by the Secretary of the Commonwealtth
under his original power. They have not
yet been recognized by the Convention
as official stenographers of the Conven-
tion. Whilst I signed the report as one of
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the majority of the committee of fifteen,
it is not improper to state that the views
of the committee were not entirely in ac-
cord upon that question. There was a
diversity of opinion upon a variety of sub-
jects touching this question. Myownim-
pression is that we have not sufficient in-
formation to justify this Convention in
entering into any fixed contract, nor
would it be proper for us to enter into any
contract until the Convention is put in
possession, in detail, not only of the du-
ties to be performed, but of the proper
prices to be paid for the performance of
those duties. The resolution I propose is
simply this: That when the Committee
on Printing is appointed this whole sub-
ject shall be referred to them, with in-
structions to receive proposals and report
either one contract, or two or three, cover-
ing the reporting, printing and binding.
When they report those proposals and the
draft of a contract to the Convention, then
we will have before us such matter as will
cnable us to act judiciously on the ques-
tion. In the meantime, I know of no
other mode by which the Convention ean
save itself from, at least, possible imposi-
tion, unless we take up more time in de-
bating the details than I think the Con-
vention would be willing to consume in
that manner. If the question is referred
to a committee not yet appointed, but
who will doubtless be selected for their
knowledge and experience on the subject
assigned to them, we only impose upon
them a duty for the performance of which
they are appointed. And if wetake from
them the duty imposed by this resolution
I know not what duty is to be assigned to
them.

One word further: It is a question open
to very grave consideration whether this
contract for the reporting and printing
should be embraced in ome confract.
There are reasons to be assigned on both
sides of that question. On the one hand
if the reporting and printing are in sepa-
rate contracts, there is a liability that the
{onvention may have difficulty in as-
signing the due respomsibility to each.
Tt they are combined, the Convention
«wan readily hola the con ractor to the
terms of his contract, and have a responsi-
ble person who will answer to any com-
plaints of the Convention. Now, upon
that important question, I think it proper
that we should be instructed by the careful
gonsideration of the committee appointed
‘for the purpose, who will report to us the
proposals they may receive, and inform
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the Convention of whatever facts are ne-
cessary for a wise conclusion upon the
matter.

Mr. GowEN. Mr. President: I dislike
to get up again, but this is substantially-
the same resolution that has just been
voted down. It seems to me to have for
its object the conmecting of the printing
and the reporting together. Now the
resolution, as it came from the committee
of fifteen, does not commit this House to
the making of any contract until the
compensation is fixed. Therefore, this is
simply a motion to re-commit, and to
give the committee power to take into
consideration the printing as well as the
reporting, and to mix the two together,
and is substantially the same as the reso-
lution that has just been voted down.

Mr. WooDWARD. Mr. President: This
whole subject has become incomprehen-
sible to me. I cannot understand it. The
Convention, by a small majority, (which,
possibly, if the Convention had been full
would have been the other way,) decided
to have a stenographic report of our de-
bates. Now the gentleman proposes to
refer to a comimittee, hereafter to be ap-
pointed, the consideration of the cost of
that report. Well, sir, suppose that com-
mittee should make a report upon the
cost that would satisfy the majority of
this Convention that they had made a mis-
take in voting down the amendment of
my friend ftom Chester (Mr. Darlington.)
Let us look at this thing a little. 1 have
not heard, in what has been said this
morning, any allusion whatever to the
report of the Auditor General on the ex-
penses of the Convention of 1837. If
understood that report, as read from the
Clerk’s desk this morning, it amounts to
one hundred and six thousand dollars,
besides postage and transportation, items
which he could not specity because paid
out of a contingent fund and mixed up
with other matters. If those items were
ascertained, my belief ig that the aggre-
gate expense of this job of the last Con-
vention would be found to be not less
than one hundred and fifty thousand dot-
lars. Then, I assume, and I take it that
the best informed gentlemen on this foor
will concur in my opinion, that the simi-
lar work cannot be done at the present
day, and at present prices, for less than
double that sum. Weay as well under-
stand that this job we arc now setting up
is going to cost the people of Pennsylva-
nia something like three hundred thou-
sand dollars. Well, sir, suppose this com-
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mittee should come to that conclusion,
what then becomes of the resolution al-
ready adopted by the yeas and nays that
we will have a report ?

Mr. MacVEAGH. No such resolution
has been adopted.

Mr. WoopwaRrD. Perhaps the gentle-
man is technically correct. The gentle-
man from Chester (Mr. Darlington)
moved that it is inexpedient to employ a
stenographer, and that question, as I un-
derstand it, by a majority of seven, was
voted down, among whom was my friend
from Dauphin (Mr. MacVeagh.) The
motion that it was inexpedient to employ
a reporter was voted down by a majority
of seven ; T am not mistaken about that I,
think. I suppose then the Convention
means to say that it is expedient to em-
ploy a reporter. And this gentleman
voted for that, and he says heisnot in
favor of the employment of one.

Mr. MacVEAGH. Idonot know whether
I am or not until I know something about
the cost of employing one.

Mr. WoopwAarDp. Well, sir, I wish we
could cometoa direct vote whether we are
to have a reporter or not, for from what I
learn from my friend from Dauphin—my
very intelligent friend—he did not com-
prehend the question on which he voted,
and a question that he cannof compre-
hend is not very ecomprehensible.

Mr. MacVeagH. The difficulty was
not in my comprehending the question,
but in his comprehending my statement.
1 voted against Mr. Darlington’s motion
because 1 th‘ought it wag premature until
we had the infofmation in regard to the
probable cost of the reporting and print-
ing, and I am unable now to decide
whether it is expedient or inexpedient to
employ a stenographer until we know
what probable expense that involves.

Mr. WoopwarD. Well, sir, I dont know
what the expense will be, but I believe it
will be so'large as torender it inexpedient
to employ a stenographer. Mark my
word, whatever it may cost, one hundred
and fifty thousand dollars, two hundred
thousand dollars, or two hundred and fifty
thousand dollars, it isa work that will
not sell for a thousand dollars in any mar-
ket in the world; and after we have ex-
pended one, or two, or three thousand
dollars T am afraid the people will reject
all our work and all our amendments.
You may depend upon it, gentlemen, it
is a mistake, Stenographic reporting has
become a great science, or rather art. It
has greatly improved since 1836. Why,
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in the Convention ot 1836 we had a Mr.
John Agg, who could neither read mor
write a stenographic character. He did
not know the first principles of the -art.
He employed some young men who had
some knowledge on the subject. But
since his day the art has grown to a great
profession, and gentlemen command high
prices. There are stenographers in Wash-
ington, and in all the States, if you em-
ploy to write down every word that is
uttered here you have got to pay, and
pay them well, for they are a profession
that deserve to be well paid, and if they
perform their work well they deserve to
be paid. And in this matter of printing,
what did we hear this morning in regard
to these cards on our desks?

Mr. H. G. SmitH. I beg leave to say.
that the State Printer, who is on the floor
of this Houge, has informed me that 1
was mistaken in the statement that these
cards cost one dollar a piece. I was so
informed by a member of the Legislature,
but I do not want to do injustice to any-
body, and I withdraw the statement.

Mr. WoopwARD. Iam glad to hear it.
But stenographic reporting may cost any-
thing, no man can tell what. Every gen-
tleman may lay it home to his heart that
it will cost at least double what it did in
1837. If it cost one hundred and fifty
thousand dollarsg then, it will cost three
hundred thousand dollars now. I think
I have said enough to intimate that I am
opposed to this whole thing.

Mr, SimPsoN. I donotunderstand that
the House, when it voted down the propo-
sition of the gentleman from Chester,
(Mr. Darlington,) committed itself to the
converse of his proposition. ILike the
gentleman from Dauphin (Mr. Mac-
Veagh) I voted against that proposition
because I want to know what the proba-
ble cost of reporting the proceedings will
be before T commit myself to vote for a
stenographie report of the debates of the
Convention. I have no doubt that there
will be a great many words of wisdom
uttered here, and if they can be reported
at a reasonable price, and sent down to
posterity, I am, for one, willing to vote
for a reasonable sum. If it would cost
an unreasonable sum I would vote against
it. X therefore voted against the proposi-
tion of the gentleman from Chester, (Mr.
Darlington,) and propose to vote for the
proposition of the gentleman from Ly-
coming, (Mr. Armstrong,) and I ask this
Convention not to commit itself to the
question until they know what the cost
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will be. We will be held responsible by
the people of this Commonwealth if we
put a burden upon them they ought not
to bear. If the reporting and printing
can be let for a reasonable sum, I am
willing to assume my share of that re-
sponsibility, but I want to know, before
I cast my vote upon this proposition,
what that sam is, so that I can determine,
by my judgment, whether it be proper
or improper, whether it is reasonable or
not. I hope the Convention will adopt
the resolution of the gentleman from Ly-
ooming, so that the people will not charge
us with extravagance in the inception of
the proceedings here.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair wishes to
state how the question stands. The
amendment moved by the gentleman
from Lycoming (Mr. Armstrong) is to
amend the original resolution, as reported
from the committee, by instructing a dif-
ferent committee upon a different subject,
and the Chair is of the opinion that it is
not in order. The question is therefore
on the orignal resolution as amended.

Mr. SAMUEL A. PURVIANCE moved to
amend, by adding the following:

“ And that said reports of the debates
of said. Convention shall be limited to
speeches and discussions actually made
and delivered within the bar of the Con-
vention.”

The amendment was agreed to.

The resolution, as amended, was then
agreed to.

Mr. ARMSTRONG, on leave, offered the
following resolution, which was twice
read :

Resolved, That the standing Committee
on Printing and Binding, when appoint-
ed, be instructed to receive proposals and
report to the Convention as soon as possi-
ble the draft of a contract for the report-
ing, printing and binding, or for each
separately, as they may deem best, and
that, upon the approval by the Conven-
tion of a contract or contracts for the
same, the duties of the reporters ap-
pointed by the Secretary of the Common-
wealth shall cease.

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President: It
strikes me that the resolution now pend-
ing before the Convention comes in con-
fliot with the resolution the Convention
just adopted. It places the Committee
on Printing and the Committee on Ac-
couns$s and Expenditures in direct colli-
sion with each other on the same subject
matter, as I nnderstand it; and, besides
that, it proposes that, at a certain time,
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the duties of the reporters appointed by
the Secretary of the Commonwealth shall
cease. I think that this resolution, hav-
ing been intended to fit to the resolution
previously adopted, and having been
ruled out of order as an independent pro-
position, will not answer the purpose. I
think, therefore, that the resolution ought
either to be changed or voted down for
that reason. If the proposition was to in-
struct the Committee on Printing to take
into consideration the subject of a con-
tract for printing alone, leaving every-
thing about reporting out of it, then it
would be perfectly proper. But now it
unites reporting and printing, and brings
the two into collision.

The PrEsSIDENT. The Chair is not of
the opinion that the resolution clashes
with the resolution already adopted to
such an extent as to make it out of order.

Mr. CocaraN. I did not intend to
raise it as a point of order, but intended
to submit it to the consideration of the
Convention, whether the two did not col-
lide with each other.

Mr. S. A. PURVIANCE. Mr. President:
If T understand this resolution rightly it
involves a good deal more, it seems to
me, than is intended by many of the gen-
tlemen upon this floor. It seems to im-
ply at least the right of that committee to
make a contract for the reporting and
printing of the proceedings of the Con-
vention. To present a draft of a contract
is certainly taking one step towards
making a contract, and probably might
be considered as binding upon this Con~"
vention. :

Now, Mr, President, it seems to me
there have been attempts, one after an-
other, in this Convention, to place this
printing in a certain direction. Let us
inquire, first, whether we have the power
to step aside of a contract which has al-
ready been made. I hold in my hand a
bidl passed by the Legislature of 1871, in
which they designate rates for printing of
every kind, and in which they designate
the way and manner by which the public
printer shall be selected, and I beg leave,
sir, just to read that short section. After
enumerating the rates of printing of every
deseription, according to the teris known
only to printers, they proceed to say this:

“That on Tuesday, the fourth day of
April next, the two Houses of the Legis-
lature shall meet in-joint convention, in
the hall of the House of Representatives, .
and let the public printing and binding
for three years from and after the 30th
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day of June next, according to the provi-
sions of the act of April 9th, 1856, and its
several supplements.”

Now, sir, in pursuance of that act, I am
told that the two Houses met in joint con-
vention, and that they let the printing to
the lowest bidder; and therefore it is that
I undertake to say that there is a contract
—an outstanding contract.

Now, sir, suppose that committee re-
commend another contract, or another
mode of making a contract, and that is
adopted by your Convention, may not the
State, to some extent, be involved in a lia-
bility to a very large amount, and may
not this State Printer, while not having
tuw power to sue the thrLU, pxcst:ub him-
self from year to year to your Legislature
and claim that he is entitled to receive a

large sum of money, under the termsand

conditions of the contract made in pursu-
ance of the act of 1871? Therefore I say,
as preliminary to all this, it strikes me
that this question is whether this word
“public” in that section covers all the
printing of the State. A1l that should be
properly considered by the Judiciary Com-
mittee, perhaps, asalegal question, before
we give this work to anybody else.

Mr. LANDIS. Mr. President: As T un-
derstand the resolution as submitted, if
passcd by the Convention, we are com-
mitted to the reporting of the debates of
this Convention; and if we are thus com-
mitted to the reporting of them, we are
comimitted to all the expense that will
necessarily follow from the publication of
these proceedings.

Now, sir, I confess that I have watched

he debates upon this subject with some
considerable interest, not so faras I myself
am concerned as a member of the Con-
vention, but so far as the expenses are
concerned as relating to the State at large.
I have listened with some interest and at-
tention to the statements made by Judge
Woodward, and I confess that when he
stated last week upon the floor of this
House that the expense of reporting
the proceedings of the last Convention
amounted in the nggvngate to QIOO,OGO, T
at the time supposed he must be mistaken,
and that it could not have cost the enor-
mous sum of $100,000. But it appears
that in pursuance of some resolution
passed last week, the Auditor General
has furnished this Convention a statement
of the cost of the reporting and printing
*of the proceedings of that Convention,
and, if I recolleet rightly, it amounted to
something in the neighborhood of $150,000

Naoy W, Si¥, i8S 1l WOorin that?
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or $160,000. I submit, is it not fair to con-
clude that in consequence of the great ad-
vance made in the art of reporting, and
remembering that in all probability the
debates of this Convention will be quite
as voluminous as the debates of the last
Convention, and remembering also that
there will now be much fuller reports of °
them. I submit, if it is not fair to con-
clude that the debates of this Convention
will cost at least twice as much as the de-
bates of the last one. Therefore, if we
commit ourselves to the pregent resolun-
tion, we are undoubtedly putting our-
selves in a position that will fix upon the
State a debt of not less than $300,000.

ouvr gin it vwarth that 9

Is it necessary
that we should perpetuate, at so great a
cost, all that is said uponthis floor, all that
is here read, all that is here done, all that
men here choose to give uiterance toin
the proceedings of this Convention? I
submit, sir, it is not equal to the cost. The
people don’t expect it; they only ask that
you shall give them something upon
which to pass, leaving us to decide upon
what shall be our action; and they ask in
turn when we are done that they shall
pass upon the integral result, and not
upon the mere reasons, language or argu-
ments that have influencedtus in arriving
at that resnlt.

It appears to me there is some incon-
sistency in the minds of some gentlemen
of this Convention. I thought this morn-
ing that a copy of Purdon’s Digest would
be a very useful appendage to this Con-
vention, and I tried to get one to look at
an act of Assembly, but I could not find
one, and was told there was none to be
had. I presented a resolution asking the
Secretary to provide us with a small nun-
ber. A clamoraroseallaround the House,
¢“No, no; we don’t want it.”” I supposed
an economiecal fit had taken possession of
this assembly ; but now, when it comes to
the question of reporting our proceedings,
why gentlemen who voted against that
resolution are loud and clamorous that
the proceedings of this Convention shall

It strikes me that there is

some inconsistency about it. T appeal,
therefore, to the Convention in behalf of
economy; and I have voted uniformly
this morning so far as this question is
eoncerned, against making any report of
the proceedings;and,as I understand now,
that to vote “aye’ will be to vote for the
reporting of the. Convention, I have
thought fit to rise and give briefly the
reasons why I shall vote “no.,”

be reported. .
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Mr. J. W.F. WHITE. Mr. President:
I voted for the resolution passed a few
minutes ago, that the Committee on Ac-
counts and Expenditures should report
what expense would probably be incurred
by having the reports made, and I did it
not supposing that I had committed my-

-self tothe employment of a stenographer.
That was not the motive that influenced
me to vote for that resolution, but simply
because I desire information upon it. I
intend to vote for the motion before us,
not intending thereby to commit myself
to any contract that this committee may
report; but I desire all the light and in-
formation upon this subject that I can ob-
tain ; and then, when I know about the
probable cost of reporting and publishing
the proceedings of this Convention, then
I am prepared to vote upon that question;
but I apprebend we cannot vote upon that
intelligently now, and these two resolu-
tions are simply calling for information,
and for that very information that will
enable the Convention to understand
thoroughly this question and vote intelli-
gently upon it. I therefore vote for both
of them.

Mr. GowEN. Mr. President: I agree
with all that has been said by the gentle-
man from York, (Mr. Cochran,) that this
resolution is in direct conflict with the one
adopted; and I agree with the gentleman
from Allegheny, (Mr. Purviance,) thatthe
rights of the State Printer in this ques-
tion should be investigated before action
is taken ; and Tagree with the economical
gentlemen who think no contract should
be made unless we have information be-
forehand. In ordertomeetall these ques-
tions, I move to amend the resolution, by
striking out all after the word “resolved,”
and inserting the following :

«That the Committee on Printing and
" Binding, when appointed, be directed to
report whether the contract between the
State and the present publie printer en-
titles such printer to the printing and
binding of the Convention, and if their
report upon this subject be in the nega-
tive, then to reccive and report to the
Convention bids for the printing and bind-
ing of the Convention.”

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. ManNN. Mr. President: T think
there are a good many on this floor who
are in the condition of the gontleman
from Philadelphia (Mr. Gowen.) We
have complicated this question in such a
way that many of us certainly cannot
vote either one way or the other without,
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to some extent, voting against our ideas
of what ought to be done; and to relieve
myself of the difficulty I am in, I move
the indefinite postponement of the whole
subject. I do that simply that I may put
myself in a position to vote according to
my convietions. Isuppose upon thatino-
tion the whole question is up for debate,
and it is for that reason, in part, that I de-
sired to make it.

Those of us who voted that it was in-
expedient to report the proceedings of
this Convention, if nothing else was said
or done, might be put in a false position.
¥For myself I desire that these proceed-
ings should be reported in the fullest and
most complete manner; but I believe that
private enterprise is the safest hands in
which to leave this reporting. I believe
the statement that the world is governed
too much would apply as well to this
question before us as to others. The truth
is known to every member of this body,
that the only reports of the proceedings
and debates of this Convention that will
be read, are the reports that will be made
by the daily papersof the State; they will
be read; the others will be put away on
shelves and never be read. Now, then,
what is the use of making them? The
Journal of this Convention will be kept
and printed, of course. Does not that
contain all that is necessary to preserve in
an official form for the instruetion of the
people—for their instruction as to whether
they will adopt or reject the proccedings
of this Convention? 'They will get all
their information from the reports made
in the daily papers, for which the Com-
monwealth will pay nothing. It will be
left entirely to private cnterprise. It is
for that reason that I shall vote for the in-
definite postponement of the whole ques-
tion; it was for that reason I voted for the
motion of the gentleman from Chester
(Mr. Darlington.)

Now, the difficulty that arises in the
minds of several gentlemen in the posi-
tion in which we are fixed, is the resolution
offered by the committec of fifteen, simply
referring to the Committee on Accountsthe
cost of reporting. It left out entirely the
cost of printing; and the report of the
Auditor General this morning, of the cost
of the printing and reporting of the Con-
vention of 1837, shows that the cost of re-
porting was but an insignificant item; the
cost of printing was what made the gross
rates. If we commit ourselves to the
question of reporting, then of course the
printing must be done; so that if we adopt
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the resolution of the committee of fifteen
we commit ourselves to the entire cost of
reporting and printing, without any in-
formation as to what the cost of printing
would be. :
Now, Mr. President, it did seem to me—
it does yet—that this was an unwise course
to take, and that we are moving in this
matter with undue haste, and that we
ought to be better informed upon this
question of the cost of printing. 1t is
charged upon the Legislature of the State
that they have managed this matter in

a very bungling way—that there has-

been a constant jobbing on this question
of printing. I think if the members will
reflect a moment they will have some
occasion to ask themselves whether we
are about to manage this question any
better than the ILegislature has. 1t
seems to me that unless we give some
heed to the remarks of the gentleman
from Pittsburg (Mr. Purviance) we will
not manage it as well. There has been a
great effort made upon the part of the
Legislature to bring this question of print-
ing into proper methods of being execu-
ted. Some of the best talent of the State
has been devoted to that question—the
question of bringing into an economical
and honest ehannel this question of print-
ing; yet it seems to me the motions made
this morning propose to ignore all this
effort at our hands and get up some new
plan. Iam entirely opposedtoit. Ithink
we ought to avail ourselves of the experi-
ence of the Legislature, and of the work
that they have done, and that it would be
better that we should make some inquiries
and inform ourselves of the statutes that
we have upon the statute-book, regulating
this question of printing, before we hastily,
and without inquiry, cormmit ourselves to
the enormous expense that the gentleman
from Philadelphia (Mr. Woodward) well
says will result from the action now con-
templated.

The PrRESIDENT. The Chair will ob-
serve that the resolution reported by the
committee was taken up for consideration,
was amended and passed; it cannot now
be postponed indefinitely or otherwise.
The present motion applies only to the
resolution offered by the gentleman from:
Liycoming, (Mr. Armstrong,) as amended
by the gentleman from Philadelphia
(Mr. Gowen.)

The motion to indefinitely postpone
was not agreed to.

The resolution, as amended, was then
adopted.
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE BECRETARY
OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

A communication from the Secretary of
State was read, giving the expenditures
of the Auditor General’s, Surveyor Gener-
al’s and Executive Departments for the
two years last past, at $82,919 50, and the
expenses of the Legislature during the
same time, at $406,194 40, making a total
sum of $489,113 90.

Laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Woodward, the com-
munication was ordered to be printed and
laid on the desks of members.

STATIONERY.

Mr. WoopwARD offered the following
resolution, which was read.

Resolved, That the Secretary be required
to furnish each member such stationery
as he may require, not to exceed in value
fifty dollars for each member, an accurate
account to be kept of the value of said
stationery.

On the question, will the Convention
proceed to the second reading of the reso-
lution?

It was determined in the negative.

RE-CONSIDERATION,

Mr. LiLLy moved that the Convention
reconsider the vote by which the resolu-
tion of November 12 was adopted, provid-
ing for the permanent sessions of the Con-
vention to be held in the city of Philadel-
phia after January 1, 1873.

The PrestpeENT. The Chair desires
some gentleman upon the Committee on
Rules to state what rules were adopted in
regard to the limitation of time upon the
question of re-consideration.

Mr. MacVeasH. Six days of actual
sessions.

The PrESIDENT. The motion therefore
ig in order, providing the mover and
seconder both voted with the majority.

Mr. Lirnny moved to postpone the
motion to re-consider for the present.

The PRESIDENT. A motion to re-con-
sider is upon the same footing as a motion
to consider. It is exactly upon the same
footing as a motion te proceed to the
second reading and consideration. It is
not debatable; and no motion to postpone,
in the opinion of the Chair, is applicable.
If the House is not at this time prepared
tore-consider, they cannegativethemotion
to re-consider. If they ve-consider, then
the House can postpone as they may
direct.



88

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. President: I
rise for information, so that I can vote in-
telligently. I understand the Chair to
say that a motion to postpone for the
present the consideration of the motion to
re-consider can not be entertained.

The PRESIDENT. Yes, sir.

Mr. HARRY WHITE. I submit, withall
deference to the Chair, that it is custo-
mary to make a motion to re-consider
often, in order to bring it before the
House, and then postpone the considera-
tion of that motion until some future
time.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is of the
opinion that a motion to re-consider is on
the same footing exactly with a motion to
consider an original resolution. In the
opinion of the Chair a motion for post-
ponement cannol be made upon it. It
not being a debatable motion, an unde-
batable motion cannot be put upon it;
and farthermore, the rule requires that
the motion to re-consider should be made
within a limited time, which would be
entirely set at naught if it could be made
and postponed.

On the question, will the House agree
to the motion to re-consider?

The yeas and nays were required by Mr.
D. N. White and Mr. MacVeagh, and were
as follow, viz:

YEAS.

Messrs. Ainey, Alricks, Achenbach,
Baer, Baily, (Perry,) Bowman, Broomall,
Cochran, Collins, Darlington, DeFrance,
Dunning, Edwards, Elliott, TFulton,
Funek, Gibson, Hall, Hazzard, Horton,
Howard, Kaine, Lamberton, Lawrence,
Lilly, Landis, M’Clean, MacConnell,
M’Culloch, M’Murray, MacVeagh, Mann,
Metzger, Niles, Patterson, (Lancaster,)
Purviance, (Allegheny,) Purviance, (But-
ler,) Reynolds, James L., Rooke, Russell,
Smith, (Berks,) Struthers, Van Reed,
Walker, White, (Indiana,) White, David
N., Wherry and White, J. W. F.—48,

NAYS.
Messrs. Armstrong, Andrews, Addicks,
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Bartholomew, Bailey, (Huntingdon,)
Baker, Bannan, Bardsley, Beebe, Boyd,
Brodhead, Buckalew, Curtin, Campbell,
Corbett, Carter, Cassidy, Clharch, Corson,
Cronmiller, Curry, Cuyler, Davis, Dim-
mick, Dodd, Dallas, Lllis, Ewing, Fell,
Gowen, Guthrie, Hanna, Harvey, Hay,
Hemphill, Heverin, Hunsicker, Knight,
Lear, Littleton, Long, M’ Allister, M'Cam-
ant, Mantor, Minor, Newlin, Parsons,
Patterson, (Allegheny,) Patton, Porter,
Read, (Philadelphia,) Reed, (Mifilin,)
Ross, Runk, Smith, (Allegheny,) Sharpe,
Simpson, Smith, (Lancaster,) Stanton,
Stewart, Temple, Turrell, Woodward,
Wetherill, (Philadelphia,) Wetherill,
(Schuylkill,) Worrell, Wright and Mere-
dith, President—68.

So the question was determined in the
negative.

PRINTING.

Mr. BaArRTtHOLOMEW offered the follow-
ing resolution, which was twice read and
adopted :

Resolved, That if the standing Commit-
tee on Printing shall hold that the contract
for the public printing already entered
into includes the printing that may be re-
quired for this body, they shall report to
this body the reasons for such conclusion,
as well as the authorities upon which it is
based.

SESSIONS OF THE CONVENTION.

Mr. Hay offered the following resolu-
tion, which was read :

Resolved, That until otherwise ordered
the Convention will meet daily at ten
A. M., adjourn at one P. M., re-assemble
at half-past three P. M. and adjourn at
half-past five P. M.

On the question, will the Convention
proceed to the second reading of the reso-
Iution?

It was determined in the negative.

Mr. HARRY WHITE moved that the Con-
vention do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to, and the Presi-
dent adjourned the Convention until to-
morrow morning at ten o’clock.
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SIXTH DAY.

THURSDAY, November 21, 1872,

The Convention met at ten o’clock A. M.,
pursuant to adjournment, the President,
William M. Meredith, in the chair.

Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Bowen,
of the Episcopal Mission church.

The Journal of yesterday was read and
approved.

RESOLUTIONS.

Mr. BrooMAvLL offered the following
resolutions, which were severally read
and laid on the table:

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf-
frage, Election and Representation be in-
structed to inquire into the expediency of
securing the right of suffrage to all adult
citizens without regard to sex.

Resolved, That the Committee on the

Executive Department be instructed to
inquire into the expediency of providing
that the term of office of the Governor
shall be four years, and that no person
shall serve more than one term in eight
years.
, Resolved, That the Committee on Rev-
enue and Taxation be instructed to inquire
into the expediency of prohibiting the
Legislature from granting special ex-
emptions from taxation of property other-
wise taxable.

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis-
lature be instructed to inquire into the
expediency of extending the term of the
Representatives to two years, and that of
the Senators to four years, and providing
that the regular sessions of the Legislature
shall be held once in two years.

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf-
frage, Election and Representation be in-
structed to inquire into the expediency of
providing that electors shall have resided
within the election districts where they
offer to vote ninety days, and shall have
paid a State or countytax within one
year, which shall have been assessed at
least sixty days before the election.

Resolved, That the Committee on Ju-
diciary be instructed to inquire into the
expediency of providing that all judges
who are required to be learned in the
law shall be appointed by the Governor,
by and with the advice and consent of the

Senate, and that they shall hold their
offices during good behavior, and of pro-
viding a process of retiring them on ac-
count of age or infirmity.

Mr. LaMBERTON offered the following
resolutions, which were read and laid on
the table :

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee
be instructed to inquire into the expe-
diency of so amending the Constitution
that the number of justices of the Su-
preme Court shall be increased, the State
be divided into districts, and a justice be
chosen from each of said districts.

Resolved, That to the Committee on
Legislation it be referred to inquire into
the expediency of providing that every
bill shall be read at large on three differ-
ent days in each House; that every bill,
with all amendments thereto, shall be
printed before the vote is taken on its
final passage ; that on the final passage of
every bill the vote shall be taken by
yeas and nays, which shall be entered
upon the Journal; that upon the final
passage of all appropriation bills the vote
shall be taken by yeas and nays upon
each section or appropriation separately,
and be entered upon the Journal.

Resolved, That to the Committe on Suf-
frage, Election and Representation it be
referred to inquire into the expediency of
increasing the length of residence in an
election district so as to qualify a citizen
to vote therein.

Mr. JouN PRICE WETHERILL offered
the following resolution, which was twice
read and adopted :

Resolved, That the Auditor General be
requested to furnish to this Convention
information upon the following items :
Ist. What amount of money has been
paid by the State for public printing under
the existing contract. 2nd. What amount,
if any, of said expenditure has been paid
for work done, which, from the peculiarity
of the composition or otherwise, could
not be embraced in the schedule of rates,
as prescribed by act of Assembly and
not so included.

Mr. HARRY WHITE offered the follow-
ing resolution, which was read and laid
on the table : )
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Resolved, That the Constitution should
be amended as follows : The Legislature
shall not pass any local or special laws in
any of the following cases, viz: Regula-
ting municipalaffairs; granting divorces;
laying out, opening or changing roads,
streets and alleys; changing the names
of persons and places; changing county
seats ; regulating the practice in the
courts; changing the venue in any case ;
incorporating cities, towns and villages, or
amending the charter of any city, town or
village; regulating . the election of bor-
ough or township officers; regulating the
Jjurisdiction and duties of justices of the
peace, aldermen and constables; regula-
ting the management of common schools;
fixing the rate of interest ; affecting the
real estate of minors and persons under
disability; relating to or incorporating
ferries and bridges; creating, increasing
or decreasing fees and allowances of pub-
lic officers during the term for which
they were elected or appointed ; granting
to any corporation, association or indi-
vidual any special or exclusive privilege,
immunity or franchise; norshall any bill
be passed by tho Legislature granting
any powers or privileges in any case
where authority to grant such powers or
privileges has been or may hereaticr
be given to the courts of this Common-
wealth.

Mr. WHERRY offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and laid on the
table:

Resolved, That so much of the present
Constitution as relates to the several sub-
jects for which standing cormnmittees shall
have been created be referred to the ap-
propriate cominittees when appointed;
and the said committees be and they are
hereby instructed to consider the same,
and to prepare and report such amend-
ments as in their judgment should be
made to the Constitution.

Mr. CocHrAN offered the following reso-
lution, whieh was read :

Resolved, That whenthis Convention ad-
Jjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on Tues-
day morning next at eleven o’clock.

On the question, will the Convention
proceed to the second reading of the reso-
lution?

It was determined in the negative.

Mr. BEEBE offered the following resolu-
tion, which was read and laid on the ta-
ble:

Resolved, That all appropriations by the
State to denominational or sectarian insti-
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tutions for charitable or educational pur-
poses shall be prohibited.

Mr. WHERRY offered thefollowing reso-
Iution, which was read and laid on the
table : :

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis-
lation be requested to report a Constitu-
tional provision defining the term of mem-
bers of the Legislature.

Mr. DaLras. In order that the pre-
siding officer of this body may have pro-
per opportunity to appoint the commit-
tees of this body, I move that this Con-
vention do now adjourn.

The motion was not agreed to.

Mr. CaMPBELL offered the following
resolutions, which werc read and laid on
the table:

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf-
frage be instructed to inquire into the ex-
pediency of giving to foreigzn born resi-
dents of the Commonwealth all the privi-
leges of State citizens: Provided, They
shall have resided within the State for
two years, be of the age of twenty-one
years, and shall have declared their inten-
tions to become citizens of the United
States.

Resolved, That the Committee on Reve-
nue be instructed to inquire into the ex-
pedienicy of abolishing all fees now per-
mitted by law to be collected from the es-
tates of decedents, and to substitute in lieu
thereof a graduated inheritance tax upon
the gross value of the estates.

Resolved, That the Committee on Ju-
dieiary be instructed to inquire into the
expediency of abolishing the offices of
alderman and justice of the peace, and
substitutcinlieu thereofaminorjudieciary,
to be composed of judges learned in the
law, of at least thirty years of age, and
elected by the cumulative method of vo-
ting.

Mr. JouN Price WETHERILL offered
the following resolutions, which were read
and laid on the table :

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Executive, when appointed, be instructed
to inquire into the expediency of so
amending the Constitution of this State
as to limit (by theappointment of a coun-
cil upon the subject, or otherwise,) the
pardoning power of the Governor of the
State.

Resolved, That there should be inserted
in the proposed Constitution a provision
for the payment of all public officersfixed
salaries, and that all fees, perquisites and
emoluments shall be paid into the public
treasury.
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Mr. BARcLAY offered the following reso-
lution, which was read :

Resolved, Thatthe Secretary ofthe Com-
monwealth be requested to furnish this
Convention with a list of all pardons ob-
tained from the different Governors of
Pennsylvania, from the first day of Jan-
uary, 1838, to this date, with the names of
the persons pardoned, the nature of their
offences, the time when such persons
were convicted (if known) and the times
when such persons were pardoned.

On the question, will the Convention
proceed to the second reading of the reso-
lation ?

It was determined in the negative.

Mr. STEWART offered the following
resolution, which was read and laid on
the table:

Resolved, That the Committee on Execu-
tive Department be instructed to inquire
into the expediency of establishing a court
of pardons.

Mr. M’ALLISTER offered the following
resolution, which was read and laid on the
table :

Resolved, Tirst, that no legislative, ex-
ecutive or judicial officer of the Common-
wealth shall, during the term of his office,

“accept or hold a pass or gratuity from any
railroad holding corporate rights and fran-
chises under the laws thereof. Second,
that the sale of intoxicating drinks as a
beverage is prohibited ; and the Legisla-
ture shall, within one year from the adop-
tion of the Constitution, pass laws with
suitable penalties for the prevention there-
of.

Mr. TEMPLE offered the following reso-
lution, which was twice read and adopted :

Resolved, That the Auditor General be
requested to furnish the Convention with

a statement of the amount of money paid .

into the State Treasurer’s office for the
several years since January 1, 1867, by the
following named officers for the city and
county of Philadelphia: Recorderof deeds,
register of wills, prothonotary of district
court, prothonotary of Supreme Court,
prothonotary of court of common pleas.

Mr. HunsickeR offered the following
resolution, which was read and laid on
the table:

Resolved, That to the Committee upon
the Declaration of Rights be referred the
following addition to the Bill of Rights:
¢ That no law shall be passed limiting the
amount of damages recoverable in any
proceedings at law or equity.”

Mr. BropHEAD offered the following
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resolution, which was read and laid on
the table:

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf-
frage, Election and Representation be in-
structed to inquire into the propriety of
allowing all persons, without regard to
nationality, who have resided in the State
for one year, and in the election district
for ninety days, the right to vote at all
State and municipal elections.

Mr. Corsox offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and laid on the
table :

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Bill of Rights be requested to inquire into
the propriety of amending article nine,
section six, of the Constitution, so as to
make it read as follows: ¢ That trial by
jury shall be as heretofore, and the right
thereof remain inviolate; and no judge
shall deliver any charge except it be writ-
ten and read to the jury, and then filed of
record.”’

Mr. BarTHOLOMEW offered the follow-
ing resolution, which was read and laid
on the table: .

Resolved, That the proper committee be
requested to inquire into the expedicney
of prohibiting the Legislature from enact-
ing any special law extending the time
for the payment of any contract debt.

Mr. MacCoxN~NELL offered the following
resolution, which was read and laid on
the table :

Resolved, That the appropriate com-
mittee be instructed to inquire into the
expediency of preventing, by Constitu-
tional provision, the sale or other disposi-
tion of cemeteries and places of sepulture
for any purpose except that of burial.

Mr. SimpsoN offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and laid on the
table:

Resolved, That the Committee on Edu-
cation, when appointed, be requested to
consider and report upon the following
asgan article in the Constitution:

ARTICLE —. EDUCATION.

SECT. 1. The General Assembly shall
provide a thorough and efficient system
of free schools, and may provide for the
attendance of all children between the
ages of six and twelve years, unlessin case
of physical or mental incapacity.

SEcT. 2. Neither the General Assem-
bly nor any county, city, town, township,
school district, or other public or muniei-
pal corporation, by whatever name called,

" shall ever make any appropriation, dona-

tion or grant of any money, property or
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valuable thing, or pay from any public
fund whatever, anything in aid of any
church or sect, or to help, support or sus-
tain any school, academy, seminary, col-
lege, university or other literary or scien-
tific institution, managed or controlled,
either in whole or in part, by any church
or sectarian denomination whatever.

SEcT. 3. All 1audp, uAuuUJa or
property donated, granted or received for
school, college, seminary or university
purposes, or the proceeds thereof, shall be
faithfully applied to the objects for which
such gifts or grants were made.

Mr. CorriNg offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and laid on the
table:

Resolved, That we, the people of the
State of Pennsylvania, grateful to Al-
mighty God, the Creator of the universe,
for the civil, religious and politieal liberty
which has been so long vouchsafed us to
enjoy, and looking to the same source for
blessings upon our endeavors to secure
and transmit the same to succeeding gen-
erations, do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the State of Pennsylva-

Mr. TURRELL offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and laid on the
table:

Resolved, That the Committee on Ju-
diciary, when appointed, be instructed to
inquire into the expediency of authorizing
juries in civil and criminal cases to ren-
der a verdict by a majority of two-thirds
of their number.

Mr. BAEr offered the following resolu-
tion, which was read and laid on the
table:

Resolved, That the Constitution be
amended, as follows:

1st. Any person holding office under
the laws of this State who, except in pay-
ment of his legal salary, fees or perqui-
sites, receives, or consents to receive, di-

v‘pl\ﬂv or nn’]lrnﬂ”v f\nvfhn’\g of value or

of personal advantaoe, or the promise
thereof, for performing or omitting to
perform any officialact, with the expressed
or implicd understanding that his official
action or omission to act is to be in any
degree influenced thereby, shall be
deemed guilty of a felony, and on convie-
tion thereof shall be punished by impris-
onment, at hard labar,inone of the peni-
tentiaries of the State, for a terin not ex-
ceeding five years, or by a fine not ex-
ceeding five thousand doilars, or both, in
the discretion of the court.

2d. In all trials for libel, both civil and

Al ae
otner
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criminal, the truth, when published with
goed motives, and for justifiable ends,
shall be a sufficient defence.

3d. No divorce shall be granted in this
State except by the judgment of a court
of competent jurisdiction, and for no other
cause than adultery.

4th. No costs shall be paid by a person
accused on a bill returned {gnoramus, nor
on acquittal by a jury.

5th. Trial by jury in all cases in which
it has heretofore been used shall remain
inviolate, except that in suits before alder-
men and justices of the peace provision
may be made by general law for trial by
ajury of less than twelve men; buta jury
trial may be waived by the parties in ail
civil suits.

6th. To enable a debtor, being the head
of a family, his wife or widow, to enjoy
the comforts of life, and rear, educatc and
maintain his or her children, there shall
be exempt from levy and sale for the pay-
ment of all debts and liabilities hereafter
contracted (taxes excepted) property of
the value of $1,000, which may consist of
real and personal property or of either;
and the same being set aside, as provided
by law, shall not be sold or conveyed,
pledged or pawned during the joint life
of husband and wife without their joint

oh by
assent, ascertained in such way as may be

prescribed by law; and all contracts waiv-
ing the benefit of the exemption hereby
created are hereby declared to be void:
Provided, That thelien for purchase money
on real estate, as against the real estate
sold, shall not be impaired.

Mr. EwiNe offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and laid on the
table:

Resolved, That the several standing com-
mittees on the Constitution be requested
to report the propositions which they shall
recommend for adoption unaccompanied
by their reasons for such recommenda-
tion.

Mr. EwiNg offered the following reso-
lution, which was read :

Resolved, Thatall 1esolutlon< and propo-

xrhhinh ha ~ T nd s
sitions which may be submitted to the

Convention regarding amendments or ad-
ditions to the Constitution be printed for
the use of the members.

On the question, wiil the Convention
proceed to the second reading of the reso-
lution?

It was determined in the negative.

Mr. WHERRY offered the following reso-

"lution, which was read:

Resolved, Thatall propositionsofamend-
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ments reported by committees shall, be-
fore final action is taken on them, be re-
ported to a commitiee of the whole.

On the question, will the Convention
proceed to the second reading of the reso-
lution?

It was determined in the negative.

Mr. LiLLy offered the following resolu-
tions, which were read and laid on the
table:

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf-
frage, Electionand Repregentation inquire
into the expediency of altering the Consti-
tution in such a way as to require the hold-
ing of certificates of naturalization for at
least six months before theright of suffrage
can be exercised.

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf-
frage, Election and Representation be in-
structed to inquire into the expediency
of compelling each legal voter to exercise
the power of suffrage at all State and Na-
tional elections held in this Common-
wealth.

Mr. HAy offered the following resolu-
tions, which were read and laid on the
table :

Resolved, That the Committee on Decla-
ration of Rights be instructed to inquire
into the expediency of so amending the
tenth section thereof as to provide that
where any man’s property is taken or ap-
plied to public use, the necessity for such
taking or application shall be first deter-
mined in a manner to be prescribed by
law.

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Declaration of Rights be instructed to in-
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quire into the expediency of adding to
the sixth section thereof, ‘“but a trial by
jury may be waived by the partiesin all
cases.”’ \

Resolved, That the Committee on Reve-
nue, Taxation and Finance be instructed
to ascertain, if possible, what proportion
of the real property in the Commonwealth
is now exempt from taxation under gen-
eral and private laws, and to what uses
and purposes the same is devoted; and
also to inquire into the expediency of
providing that all property in the Com-
monwealth, excepting that belonging to
or under the absolute control and super-
vision of the Commonwealth, or any coun-
ty, township, borough, ecity, ward or
school district therein, and excepting
cemeteries, shall be subject to taxation,
and of providing that no property should
be exempted from taxation by any other
than general laws.

Mr. H. W. PaALMER offered the follow-
ing resolution, which was read and laid
on the table :

Resolved, That the appropriate commit-
tee be instructed to inquire into the expe-
diency of soamending the Constitution as
to prohibit and forbid the judges of the
courts of this Commonwealth from charg-
ing juries upon the facts of the cases, ex-
cept so far as may be necessary to explain
the law thereof.

Mr. CLARK moved that the Convention
do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to, and the Presi-
dent adjourned the Convention until to-
morrow morning at ten o’clock.
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SEVENTH DAY.

FrIDAY, November 22, 1872,

The Convention met at ten o’clock A.
M., pursuant to adjournment, the Presi-
dent, William M. Meredith, in the Chair.

Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. A. K.
Strong, of the Pine street Presbyterian
c¢hurch of Harrisburg.

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings

was read and annroved
Was réad ana approvea.

RESOLUTIONS.
Mr. STANTON offered the following

resolutions, which were read and laid on
the table:

Resolved, That the Cominittee on Legis-
lature be instructed to inquire into the
expediency of so amending the Constitu-
tion as to enable the Governor, by ap-
pointment, to fill vacancies which may
oceur in either branch of the Legislature,
until the next election.

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Executive Department be instructed to
inquire into the expediency of so amend-
ing the Constitution as to provide for an
election, by the people, of a Lieutenant
tiovernor, to be chosen at the same time
and for the same term of office as the
Gzovernor.

Resolved, Thatall resolutions be referred
1o standing committees, when appointed,
without debate.

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Iixecutive Department be instructed to
inquire into the expediency of so amend-
ing the Constitution as to empower the
Governor, in the event of the death or re-
moval of any person or persons elected to
a State office, between the date of their
clection and the date of their inaugura-
tion, or assuming the duties of such office,
to fill such vacancy by appointment, such
appointee to hold office until the next
annual election.

Mr. StanToN offered the following reso-
lation, which was read :

Resolved, That when this Convention
adjourn to-day it adjourn to meet on
Tuesday, December 3.

The question, will the Convention pro-
ceed to the second reading and considera-
tion of the same? was determined in the
negative.

Mr. MacCoNNELL offered the following
resolutions, which were read and laid on
the table :

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis-
lation report the following amendments,
namely :

1st. One providing that the real and
personal property of any female in the
State, acquired before
property, real and personal, to which she
may in any manner become entitled after
marriage, shall be and remain the sole
and separate estate and property of such
female, and shall not be liable for any
debts, obligations or engagements of her
husband, and may be devised and be-
queathed, and, with the written assent of
her husband, conveyed by her as if she
were unmarried.

2d. One providing that no married
woman shall, in any way or manner, be-
come security for any debt, obligation or
engagement of her husband, or in any
way or manner pledge or render liable
any of her property, real or personal, for
such debt, obligation or engagement.

Resolved, Thatthe Judiciary Committee
report an amendment requiring the Leg-
islature to divide the State into as many .
judicial districts as there may be judges
at the time in the Supreme Court; re-
quiring the legal voters of each cireuit to
clect one judge of said court; requiring
the judge elected in cach circuit to reside .
therein during his whole term of office ;
requiring said court to hold at least one
term in banc in each circuit each year,
and making the judge resident in each
cirenit the presiding judge in said conrt
while it is sitting in banec in his circuit.

Also, one providing that the orphans’
court in each county shall consist of one
judge, who shail be learned in the law,
and whose salary shall be paid by the
county.

Also,one abolishing the registers’ courts,
and vesting their jurisdiction in the or-
phans’ courts, and abolishing the office of
register of wills, and vesting the powers
and duties thereof in the clerks of the or-
phans’ courts.

Mr. JoHN PRrRICE WETHERILL offered

marrisce. and all
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the following resolution, which was read
2nd laid on the table:

RESOLUTION OF INSTRUCTION TO COM-
MITTEE ON CITIES AND CITY CHARTERS.

WHEREAS, The people of every section
of the State should be supreme in the
management of their own local affairs,
and the central authority should be re-
stricted to such matters alone as concern
the interests of the whole; therefore,

Resolved, That the Committee upon Cit-
ies and City Charters be requested to re-
port upon such alteration of the organic
law, so as to remove the obstacles which
have thus far prevented the success of
municipal legislation by an amendment
to the Constitution prohibiting the Legis-
lature regulating county or township af-
fairs, incorporating cities, towns or villa-
ges, or changing or amending the charters
of the same, so that in all cases wherea
general law can be made applicable no
special law shall be enacted.

Mr. Wum. H. Smire offered the follow-
ingresolution, which was read :

Resolved, That when this Convention
adjourn to-day itadjourn to meet in Phil-
adelphia, on Tuesday, January 14, 1872.

On the question, will the Convention
proceed to the second reading of the reso-
lution?

The yeas and nays were required by
Mr. Lawrence and Mr. Harry White, and
were as follow, viz:

YEAS.

Messrs. Addicks, Baer, Baker, Beebe,
Boyd, Campbell, Church, Corbett, Corson,
Cronmiller, Davis, Dimmick, Gilpin, Hay,
Hemphill, Heverin, Hunsicker, Long,
M’Camant, M’Murray, Palmer, G. W.,
Palmer, H. W., Patterson, T. H. B., Por-
ter, Purviance, Samuel A., Ross, Sharpe,
Smith, Henry W., Smith, W. H., Stanton,
Stewart, Woodward and Wright—33.

NAYS.

Messrs. Achenbach, Alricks, Andrews,
Baily, (Perry,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,)
Bannan, Barclay, Black, Charles A., Bow-
man, Broomall, Brown, Carter, Cassidy,
Clark, Collins, Curry, Curtin, Dallas, Dar-
lington, De France, Dodd, Dunning, Ed-
wards, Elliott, Ellis, Ewing, Finney, Ful-
ton, Funck, Guthrie, Hall, Hanna, Har-
vey, Hazzard, Horton, Howard, Xaine
Lamberton, Landis, Lawrence, Lilly,
M’ Allister, M’Clean, MacConnell, M’Cul-
loch, MacVeagh, Mann, Mantor, Minor,
Mott, Newlin, Niles, Patterson, D. W.,
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Patton, Purviance, John N., Read, John
R., Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, James L.,
Reynolds, S. H., Rooke, Runk, Russell,
Simpson, Struthers, Temple, Turrell,
‘Walker, Wetherill, J. M., Wetherill, Jno.
Price, White, David N., White, Harry,
White, J. W. F., Worrell and Meredith,
President—T74.

So the question was determined in the
negative.

Mr. WricHT offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and laid on the
table:

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis-
lation inquire into the expediency of re-
stricting, by an appropriate amendment,
further grants to corporations or other
persons of privileges or rights in, over or
upon the rivers, creeks and streams of
the Commonwealth.

Mr. CaMPBELL oftered the following
resolutions, which were read and laid on
the table :

Resolved, That the Committeeon Legis-
lation be requested to inquire into the ex-
pediency of increasing the number of
mermbers in the Senate to fifty and inthe
House to two hundred and twenty-five.

Resolved, That the Committee on Rail-
roads be instructed to inquire into the ex-
pediency of so amending the Constitution
as to prohibit a railroad or canal company
from holding, leasing or purchasing,
whetherin its own name or by means of
an association created for the purpose,
any coal or mining lands within the Com-
monwealth, and also to prohibit any such
company from carrying on any business
except that of common carriers.

Mr. J. M. WETHERILL offered the fol-
lowing resolution, which was read :

Resolved, That the Secretary of the
Commonwealth be requested to furnish
this Convention with such information as
may be among the records of the Execu-
tive Department, of the numbeor of per-
sons killed or injured in the working of
mines in the State during the years 1869,
1870 and 1871.

On the gquestion, will the Convention
proceed to the second reading of the reso-
lution ?

It was determined in the negative.

Mr. Ross offered the following resolu-
tions, which were read and laid on the
table:

Resolved, That the Committee on Deecla-
tion’of Rights be requested to inquire into
the expediency of abolishing the grand
jury system.

>
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Resolved, That the Committee on Judi-
ciary be requested to inquire into the
expediency of so amending section second,
article fifth, of the Constitution, that the
same shall provide that all judges, other
than judges of the Supreme Court, shall
not be required to reside within the dis-
trict or county for which they were
respectively elected.

Mr. LAMBERTON offered the following
resolutions, which were read and laid on
the table:

Resolved, That the Committee on Leg-
lation be instructed to inquire into the
expediency of providing that no bill shall
become a law without the concurrence of
a majority of the members elect to each
House,

Resolved, That the Committee on Elee-
tions be instructed to inquire into the ex-
pediency of providing for the election of
all judges at some other time than that
prescribed for the election of Governor
and members of the Legislature.

Mr. Wu. H. SMITH offered the follow-
ing resolution, which was read and laid
on the table:

Resolved, That no law shall be passed
giving to contractors, builders, landlords,
or any other class of creditors, preference
or priority in liens against the personal or
real property of any debtor.

Mr. DunxNiNg offered the following
resolution, which was read and laid on
the table:

Resolved, That in case the Constitution
shall be so amended as to authorize the
appointment by the Governor of the
judges of the several courts of common
pleas of this Commonwealth, all such ap-
pointments shall be referred to the judges
of the Supreme Court for confirmation.

Mr. CHURCH offered the following reso-
lutions, which were read and laid on the
table:

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee
be instructed to inquire into the expedi-
ency of so amending the Constitution as
to abolish the office of associate judge in
the several judicial districts where such
officer is not required to be learned in the
law.

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee
be instructed to inguire into the expedi-
ency of so amending the Constitution as
to provide for the abolition of the office of
register of wills, and provide for the ap-
pointment of probate judge in each coun-
ty, who shall be learned in the law, and
bave the powers and jurisdiction of the

present orphans’ court, and all other mat-
ters relative to the estates of decedents.

Mr. HaNNA offered the following reso-
lutions, which were read and laid on the
table:

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis-
lation, when appointed, be instructed to
report the following as a Constitutional
provision, viz:

No bill shall be passed by the Legisla-
ture containing more than one subject,
which shall be clearly expressed in the
title, except appropriation bills; but if
the title contain only one subject the bill
shall be valid as to that and void as to all
other subjects. No law shall be revived,
altered or amended by reference to its
title only, but the act revived, or the sec-
tion or sections thereof as altered or
amended, shall be re-enacted and publish-
ed at length.

Resolved, That the Committee on Execu-
tive Department, when appointed, be in-
structed to report upon the expediency of
providing for the election by the people,
in addition to a Governor, of a Lieutenant
Governor, who shall be the presiding offi-
cer of the Senate and appoint all commit-
tees thereof. And also the eleciion, by
the people,of State Treasurer and Attorney
General.

Mr. J. M. Ba1ney offered the following
resolution, which was read and laid on
the table:

Resolved, That the Committee on Rail-
roads and Canals be instructed to report
a Constitutional provision prohibiting
railroad and canal companies from mak-
ing, in their rates of transportation, unjust
discrimination against local freight.

Mr. LANDIS offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and laid on the
table:

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis-
lature inquire into the expediency of so
amending the Constitution that no mem-
ber of the Legislature shall receive com-
pensation for services as a member of a
special committee of either House.

Mr. G. W. PALMER offered the follow-
ing resolution, which was read and laid
on the table:

Resolved, That the Committee on Oath
of Office be instructed to inquire into the
expediency of amending the eighth ar-
ticle of the Constitution, so that the same
shall read, as follows:

«“ All civil officers shall, before they
enter upon the duties of their respective
offices, take and subscribe, before some
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person qualified by law to administer
oaths, the following oath or affirmation:
#I do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the

case may be,) that I will support the .

Constitution of the United States and the
Constitution of the State of Pennsylvania,
and that I will perform the duties of my
office with fidelity, and according to the
best of my ability; and that T have not,
personally or otherwise, paid or con-
tributed any money or other valuable
thing, or made any promise to, directly or
indirectly, influence any vote, or to in-
duce any other person to vote or work in
my favor at the election at which I was
chosen to fill the said office, and have not
accepted, nor will I accept or receive,
directly eor indirectly, any money or
gther valuable thing from any corpora-
tion, company or person, for any vote or
influence I may give or withhold, or for
the performance or non-performanco of
any official act.”

This oath shall, in the case of all State
officers, be filed and recorded in the office
of the Secretary of the Commonwealth,
and 4n the case of county and township
officers, in the office of the prothonotaries
of their respective counties.

Any person who shall swear falsely, or
knowingly violate his oath, shall be
guilty of perjury, and, in addition to the
penalties thereof, shall forfeit his office,
and be forever disqualified from holding
any office of profit or trust in this Com-
monwealth. .

Mr. ANDREW REED offered the follow-
ing resolution, which was read and laid
on the table:

Resolved, That no bill shall become a
law unless it be passed in each House by
a majority of the whole number of mem-
bers elected, and on its final passage the
vote shall be taken by yeas and nays.

Mr. WoopwaRrD offered the following
resolution,  which was read and laid on
the table:

Resolved, That the Committee upon
Suffrage, Election and Representation be
instructed to inquire into the expediency
of so amending the Constitution as to
abolish the secret ballot, and to require
all voting to be viva voce,

Mr. MANN offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and laid on the
table:

Resolved, That rale thirty-six be and
the same ig hereby amended, by adding
the words, * which declaration shall be
made before the name of the President is
called.” .

7
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Mr. Cassipy offered the following reso-
lutions, which were read and laid on the
table :

Resolved, That the Committee on Cities
and City Charters be instructed toreport
how far it is expedient to amend the Con-
stitution so asto provide that there shall
be elected in every city of over one hun-
dred thousand inhabitants two citizens of
said city, who shall be called commission-
ers of elections, and that in said election
each qualified elector shall vote for one
commissioner, and the two persons having
the highest number of votes shall be
elected, and shall hold their offices for five
years. The officers so elected shall have
the exelusive supervision and control,
while an election is progressing, of the
election officers in said city, provide for
and furnish all books and papers neces-
sary to carry om the election, and the
custody of the papers, boxes and ballots
at the conclusion of the same. Thesalary
of the commissioners shall be fixed by
the councils of the cities electing said
officers. All appeals by citizens as to the
unfitness of the persons selected to act as
election officers, and all complaints in
reference to said officers, or to the mode
of conducting the election,shall be made
to said commissioners ; and in the event
of their being unable to agree upon any
subject, one of the commissioners shall,
request the attendance of a judge of the:
Supreme Court of this Commonwealth,
not a citizen of said city, to appearandaet
with commissioners, and a majority ot
the board as thus constituted shall finally
decide the matter upon which the com-
missioners were unable to agree,

SecT. 2. It shall be the duty of the Su-
preme Court of this Comimonwealth to
appoint one of their number, not a citizen
of a city aforesaid, to attend at least twen-
ty days before an election, as well as on
election day, at any city, as hereinbefore
mentioned, for the purpose of discharging
the duties provided for in the preceding
section. . .

SEcr. 8. All canvassers and officers
created for the purpose of registering or
preparing lists of voters, or personsin any
way concerned therein, shall be appointed
by the commaissioners of elections.

SgcT. 4. The commissioners shall, im-
mediately after their election, on the
second Tuesday of May, 187—, cause the
said city to be divided into election dis-
tricts, of not more than one hundred elec-
tors each, and also provide that all elec-
tions shall be by open tickets, and that
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the returns of elections shall be finally
made up in the presence of the judges of
the court of common pleas of the county
in which the cities are, and the certificate
of the result be signed by them.

SECT. 5. That the Legislature meeting
after the adoption of this Constitution
shall at once proceed to enact such laws
as will carry out the purposes of this
amendment.

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Judiciary be instructed to inquire and re-
port on the propriety of amending the
Constitution so as to provide that all
judges learned in the law shall hold their
offices for a term of twenty years, and
that the judge serving such term shall
not be eligible for re-election.

The judges aforesaid not to be less than
thirty-five yearsof age at the time of their
election, and upon retiring, after serving
the term aforesaid, to receive one-half of
the salary annually during their lives.

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis-
lation be requested to report how far it is
expedient to provide, that hereafter in all
cities of over one hundred thousand in-
habitants, the prothonotaries and clerks
of the different courts shall be appointed
by the judges of the respective courts, and
shall not be elected by the people. That
said officers shall be paid a salary, to be
fixed by the said judges, and to be paid
out of the treasury of such cities; the fees
received by said officers to be accounted
for by said officers under the supervision
of the courts, and paid into the treasury
aforesaid, and by the said treasurer the
same shall be first dedicated to the pay-
ment of the expenses of the courts afore-
said.

Resolved, That the Committee on Cities
and City Charters be requested to report
how far it is expedient to amend the Con-
stitution as to require that the exclusive
right to raise money by loan, to levy taxes,
or to originate or to exercise any police or
muneipal funetions in ecities of over one
Hundred thousand inhabitants, shall be
vested in the councils of said cities, and
it shall not be lawful for the General As-
sembly of this Commonwealth to legis-
late upon such subjects.

ADJOURNMENT.

Mr. TEMPLE offered the following reso-
lution, which was read :

Resolved, That when the Convention
adjourns to-day it be to meet December 2,
1872, at twelve o’clock.
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On the question, shall the resolution be
read a second time ?

A division was called, resulting in a
vote of sixty-two in the affirmative to for-
ty-seven in the negative. .

So the question was determined in the
affirmative, and the resolution was read a
second time.

Mr. H. G. SMITH moved to amend, by
striking out the words ¢December 2,
1872, and inserting in lieu thereof the
words “next Monday.”

Mr. LiLLy moved to further amend, by
striking out the words ¢ twelve o’clock,”
and inserting ¢three o’clock P. M.”

Mr. H. G. SMITH accepted the amend-
ment of Mr. Lilly.

Mr. TEMPLE. Mr. President: The rea-
son I offered that resolution is that during
next week Thanksgiving takes place, and
it is very evident that if the Convention
should adjourn until some day in the early
part of next week it will be very incon-
venient for many, who live far away from
here, to reach Harrisburg and return to
their homes in time to enjoy Thanksgiv-
ing at home. Another reason is, and one
that has been rumored by a great many
members, that the Chair would not have
the committees ready to announce at the
early part of the week, in all probability.
It strikes me thatif the Convention assem-
ble week after next we can finish up the
business to such an extent as to adjourn
to meet in Philadelphia some time in
January. It seems to me that on the
ground of the inconvenience of coming
here next week, that being Thanksgiving
week, we had better adjourn until week
after next. For myself 1 have no desire
to delay proceedings, but it seems to be
the expressed wish of many members to
adjourn until that time, and therefore 1
offered the resolution.

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Mr. Speaker: We
have come here for business, and I have
been informed indirectly that the Presi-
dent will be ready to report the commit-
tees early in the week, probably on Mon-
day, and if that be the case we will have
work that will oceupy the time of every
member of this Convention until Christ-
mas. JItisimpossible thatthe committees
can make one step of progress unless this
Convention be in session. They will be
scattered over the State, and cannot meet
as committees. If we meet on Monday,
and the committees are announced, the
chairmen of the respective committees can
convene their committees at once. They
can retire to their rooms and consult, and
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they can meet and hold two sessions per
day, if thought expedient to do so; or,
what will probably be thought more ad-
visable, the labors of the committee can
be apportioned among the different mem-
bers, and each one put to work on the col-
lection of statistics and facts that will en-
lighten the committees and enable them
to act understandingly. I see no reason
why many of the reports may not be made
before Christmas, and then we have some-
thing before us to which we can refer our
constituents when we go home for a short
vacation, including Christmas. It seems
to me that we can make no progress what-
ever by these adjournments. It seems to
me that we are imitating the example of
the Legislature, of which the people have
complained, of holding three or four days’
session in a week and then adjourning to
go home. This is one of the evils arising
‘out of free passes over our railroads, and
it is time that this practice should be dis-
countenanced. Imostsincerely hopethat
no railroad in this State will offer any of
these facilities to any member of this Con-
vention, and that when he travels he tra-
valsathisown expense. If wethenadopt
this amendment to mect on Monday we
can progress with our work, and we can-
not unless we remain in session. We can
as well eat our Thanksgiving dinners here.
t is unnecessary that we should be with
our families to do that. Let us not, be-
cause Thanksgiving day comes in, sacri-
fice the interests of those we represent.
Mr. Hav. Mr. President: When Itook
upon myself the duties of membership in
this Convention, it was with every deter-
mination to discharge them with the ut-
most earnestness and fidelity. Those are
still the sentiments that are animating me
here, and 1 am prepared, although coming
from a distance, to remain here until the
duties of this Convention are fully per-
formed, if that can possibly be done. 1
am ready to remain iu session during six
days in the week, if necessary, but I be-
lieve if we remain in session during the
next week there will be an adjournment
proposed, and possibly carried; or, at any
rate, that the business of this Convention
will be brought to a stand still by the
members going bome to eat their thanks-
giving dinner, whether we are willing or
not. For myself, I am willing to remain
here. But if the business of the Conven-
tion is to be stopped next week we might
as well adjourn over and not have to re-
main here. Therefore I am in favor of
adjourning over next week if we adjourn
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over to any period. I hope the original
resolution will prevail.

Mr. J. W. F. WHITE. Mr. President:
I do hope, sir, we will not adjourn
longer than to next Monday, and that we
will come back resolved to spend the
whole of next week here at work, and
continue at work until near Christmas,
I believe that if we do not pursuea course
of that kind we will violate the wishes
and feelings of the people of this State.
They are already, in the newspapers, as
well as in conversation, beginning to talk
about our Convention, that we are nos
here for the purpose for which we were
sent, that we do not go to work to dis-
charge our duties as we ought, but that
we are here for amusement, for recreation
and for pleasure. We meet a day or two,
offer some resolutions, talk a little about
them, adjourn over and go home, and
now, if we adjourn over until next Mon-
day weelk, where are we? I ask gentle-
men to think about it seriously. We have
done nothing yet, as a Convention—no-
thing of any substantial advantage. We¢
have merely appointed a few committees,
or, rather, we have adopted a few rules;
we have no committees yet. We have a
great many resolutions poured in upon
our table here. We come back Monday
week and where are we? About where
we started when we came here.

My feeling is that the people of our

tate will get down on this Convention,
and will condemn our Constitution be-
fore we get it finished. You get the
people to talking about the Convention
neglecting their business, and the mem-
bers going home on railroad passes with-
out paying their fare, and they will be-
gin to believe that this Convention is not
attending to its duties as it ought. Thero
is a great feeling among our Philadelphia
friends to adjourn as soon as the com-
mittees are announced, to meet in Phila-
delphia in January. My opinion is thag
the result of that course would be to de-
tain us three months longer than if we
roemained in session here three weeks
after the committees are appointed. My
own judgment is that those commit-
tees can do nothing at all unless we re-
main in session here. We cannot gst
them together ; there can be no confer-
ences and no action by the committees.
I hope we will continue in session, and
come back here next Monday. I am
willing to meet at three o’clock, but let
us continue in session here until near
Christmas. Yam willing to adjourn just
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before the holidays, to meet in Phila-
delphia after the first of January,and I
hope every member of this Convention
will continue on now and do hisduty. It
is o great sacrifice to many of us to come
to this Convention, and I feel, for one,
that it is asking too muech of us of the
west, and those of us who cannot run
home so readily, to adjourn over three or
four days at a time to accommodate gen-
tlemen living in the mneighborhood of
Harrisburg or Philadelphia, who can run
home in a few hours. There has been
too much of that spirit of delay already.
There has been too much of this dispo-
sition to put off business until we get to
Philadelphia. I hope, therefore, we will
have no more of these adjournments, ex-
cept from Saturday to Monday, until we
adjourn over about Christmas.

Mr. WALKER. Mr. President: Itis evi-
dent that the members of the Convention
are restless, and that we will do nothing
until we meet in Philadelphia. Now I
am in favor of adjourning to-day until
Monday. It gives the President ample
time to fill up all the committees. Then
let us adjourn, if the Convention desires
it, at once, to meet in Philadelphia before
New Year’s or after New Year’s., But do
not send us home three or four hundred
miles, to travel there and back, to meet
here on Monday week. 1t may be plea-
sure to some of the gentlemen younger
than Iam, and living nearer to the capital
han 1 reside, but it is labor to me. Not-
withstanding that, I would undergo it if
it accomplished anything. But it will ac-
complish nothing. My judgment is to
adjourn over until Monday, to give the
President ample time to flll the commit-
tees. If it is not done then, adjourn until
Tuesday. Give him time to that and then
adjourn.

Now, Mr. President, I have no doubt
that if the Convention had remained in
session, in order that you might have con-
ferred with members, we would have had
the committees long before this. It is not
the President’s fault, but the fault of the
members, that we have not the commit-
tees. Gentlemen are talking about delay
on that account. Blame yourselves, and
not the executive officer of this Conven-
tion. Let us adjourn until Monday, to
two or three o’clock, or any other hour
that suits the gentlemen living in the
neighborhood, but let us not adjourn
louger than that. I cannot go home and
ome back Monday week. I would be
‘raveling the greater part of the time. I
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endorse the sentiments of the gentleman
from Allegheny (Mr. Harry White) and
trust that when we do adjourn it will not
be for a time longer than until next Mon-
day. '
Mr. DARLINGTON, Mr. President: I
fully concur, for my part, with the views
oxpressed by the gentleman from Alle-
gheny, (Mr. White,) as well as those of
the gentleman from Erie (Mr. Walker.)
I am very well satistied that nothing will
he accomplished by adjourning. We
will gain nothing in the progress of the
business here. By remaining in session
we are in the daily habit, I presuie, all
of us, of consulting with each other, mak-
ing the acquaintance of each other, gain-
ing information from each other as to our
various views, and thus making ourselves
better prepared for the discharge of the
duties we came here to perform. Iam
satisfied, further, that we ought not to
adjourn over until the committees are
announced. If it be not on Monday, let
us remain until such other day, adjourn-
ing from day to day, until it does suit
the President’s convenience to announce
the committees. Then we should remain
in session until all those ecommittecs
should organize, decide when they should
meet, proceed to meet, and discuss the
subjects that are before them. In other
words, I am in favor of proceeding all
next week, and the week aftor, and the
week after, until we are ready to adjourn
to Philadelphia towards the last of De-
cember. I have no idea of adjourning to
go hiome, pleasant as it is to me to be with
my family. When I undertook this
duty I renounced all those things in ac-
cepting this duty. Pleasant as it would
be to eat my Thanksgiving dinner at
home, 1 am prepared to eat it here. Let
us not be mocked at and derided by the
people for inattention to our duties. I
have no fear of the public voice. I can
do anything here that any gentleman will
do, in despite of the public voice. I am
prepared to act understandingly in the
discharge of my duty whether the people
like it or not. But, at the same time, I
do not like myself to undertake the dis-
charge of a duty and not stick to it. Isay,
therefore, that I think we ought not to
adjourn over longer than until Monday,
and then meet from day to day and pro-
ceed to discharge our duties, which can-
not be discharged otherwise than together,
until we are ready to adjourn finally.
Mr. MANTOR. Mr. President: I desire
to trouble the House with but a few words.
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I ooncur heartly in the sentiments ex-

pressed here in reference to an adjourn-.

ment until next Monday. = There are
many of us here in the hall this morning
who live at a great distance. I am con-
vinced that if the members who live in
the immediate vicinity of Harrisburg un-
derstood the inconvenience under which
we labor, they would vote to remain
here, from day to day, until the time
should come to adjourn over to meet in
Philadelphia. My venerable friend, the
delegate at large from Erie, (Mr. Walker,)
has often expressed his wish to me, since
this Convention has been in session, that
it would continue its sessions, from day
to day, and from hour to hour, until the
work is accomplished. It seems to me
that if we adjourn now, upon the eve of
our work, without the appointment of a
committee, and return to our homes, we
will, sir, become the laughing-stock of
our constituency, and we would not, in
my humble opinion, be worthy of their
consideration. I have come here to this
Convention for the purpose of work., I
stand here this morning, perhaps sacri-
ficing not so much as some, yet it seems
to me that I have a duty devolving upon
me, and I desire to perform that duty and
return again to the business calling of my
life. But, sir, if we gshould adjourn here,
upon the eve of our work, we shall find our-
selves, by and by, in a condition in which
the people of this Commonwealth will
discard the work we are doing. The fact
of it is, when we look to the State of
New York we see their Convention ad-
journing, from day to day, and they re-
mained in session nearly one year, and
the people became tired, the press became
wearied, and the result of it was that a
large portion of the work that had been
done by that body of able and expe-
rienced men was laid aside on the shelf,
Torone, I am opposed to any adjourn-
ment only until Menday. -

Mr. Beese. Mr. President: I en-
tirely coneur with the views expressed by
my {riend from Crawford (Mr. Mantor)
and my friend from Erie (Mr. Walker.)
I wish to take such aetion as I believe
will enable the body of this Convention
to work in harmony and to work the
most speedily ; but, sir, it is well known
that by virtue of the act of Assembly we
assembled here at a time immediately
after an execiting political eanvass. The
time of most every member of this Con-
vention is occupied here to the neglect of
his private business. Now this may be
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wrong or it may be right; but it is evi-
dent that we were compelled to come here
without having given this subject that
thought which is desirable, and that the
people nor the press had given any ex-
pressions upon the subject. And thuswe
stand here now. And when the commit-
tees are announced, for my part, I believe
the work of this Convention would be
forwarded if we should then adjourn, ar-
range all our matters, enjoy our Thanks-
giving and Christmas, and meet in Phila-
delphia for the purpose of commencing
and continuing the work. I therefore
conecur in the sentiments expressed by
the gentlemen from Erie and Crawford
in having the Convention meet at the
earliest time these reports can be had, and
then adjourn to the earliest time in
Philadelphia.

‘While up I wish to mention one matter
referred to here—that it is the opinion
that the Convention is governed in its
action by the fact that members have
railroad passes in their pockets. I pre-
sume the statement of the gentleman will
go out to the publie, and for myself I de-
sire to say that I have no railroad passes
nor tickets, and I think itisthesentiment
of many of the members that they do not
intend to have any.

Mr. JouHN PRICE WETHERILL. Mr.
President : I fully agree with the remarks
made by the gentlemen who oppose ad-
journment until Tuesday week ; and, sir,
I would say, as coming from Philadel-
phia, that my colleagues from Philadel-
phia are ready to meet from day to day
until this entire work submitted to us
has been gone through with, and that
they will justas constantly and faithtully
perform their duties from day to day as
any other members of this Convention.
And because Philadelphia happens to be
located a little nearer Harrisburg than
some locations, I deem it to be unkind
for any one tosuggest that on that account
the Philadelphia delegation here assem-
bled will not perform theirfull and entire
duty. As I understand it, we are here
for work and for nothing else. I appeal
to every member of this Convention, if
we adjourn from day to day until Tues-
day next or Tuesday week, what advan-
tage will it be to us if we were to perform
the enormous amount of duty which we
performed yesterday, and which we have
eontinued and will be likely toperform to-
day ? Will not that duty be in the future,
for at least a week or ten days, just
similar to the duty of yesterday and to-
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day? It is nothing in the world, sir, in
my opinion, but a waste of time. We
were here yesterday an hour and a half,
and the balance of the time we were
idling about Harrisburg. Now, sir, I am
not one of those who are willing to do
anything of the sort. If we have work to
perform in this Convention I am willing
to meet in the morning, in the afternoon
or in the evening; but I do not like, sir,
to meet one hour of the day and have the
balance of the day idle upon my hands.
Now, sir, as I understand it, what we
want to do is this: To go to work, and
we cannot go to work until the commit-
toes are announced. It seems to me, sir,
that inasmuch as that is a very important
duty, full and ample time should begiven
the President of this Convention, in order
hat he may know the qualifications of
each member and their pecaliar fitness
for the comraittees upon which they may
be placed. It is folly for us to confine
him to one day or two days, but we should
egive him ample and full time in order
that these committees may be properly
appointed, and in order that the com-
mittee work, the gist of the whole thing,
shall be performed to the satisfaction of
this Convention and the people. I,sir, for
that reason, and that alone, favor the ad-
journment from to-day until Tuesday
woclk, so that the President of this Conven-
tion,without hurry and without haste,may
thoroughly sift the qualifications of mem-
bers, so that when the committees arc
appointed every man may be in the right
place. With that done, we cango to work,
and until that is done no work of any
account con beaccomplished by this body.
Mr. Kaixe. Mr. President: The re-
marks of the gentleman who has just
taken his seat are all very well, but let us
see as to their application. e desires to
adjourn for the purpose of enabling the
President to complete the committees.
The committee appointed to designate
what committees should be appointed by
the Chair for this IIouse made report,
perhaps, on last Thursday ; it then became
the duty of the President to appoint those
committees, and for the ostensible pur-
pose of allowing the President time to ap-
point those committees, this Convention
adjourned until Wednesday of the present
week. It did notsuit rmeto go home, Mr.
President; I live too far away; but it
suited the gentleman from Philadelphia
who has just taken his seat, I have no
doubt, and in less than two hours after
the adjournment of this Convention last
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Friday, I will venture to say, there werp
not twenty members of this Convention
in the city of Harrisburg, and yet the
President was toremain here and appoint
the committees. Who was there left herc
with whom he could consult upon that
subject? It is not to be supposed, Mr.
President, well known as you are through-
out this Commonwealth, that a very great
many of the members of this Convention
are known personally to you, and it would
be impossible, as T know your honor
thought yourself, to discharge the duties
of appointing the committees of this Con-
vention without a personal consultation
with many members from different parts
of the State. Ifthe Convention willadopt
the proposition of the gentleman from
Philadelphia who has just taken his seat,
and adjourn now until week after noxt,
the train that leaves here this afternoon at
two o’clock, I will venture to say, will
take every delegate from the city of Phila-
delphia home, and a great many more,
and you wlll be left in the same position
precisely as you were a week ago, not a
single member here with whom you can
consult in reference to the formation of
your committees. I am willing to adjourn
to-day if you see proper, but would prefer
waiting until to-morrow. I have no ob-
jection to meeting next Monday, and
whether we meet in the morning or ab
three o’clock in the afternoon, to accom-
modate gentlemen from Philadelphia, I
am perfectly satisfied, but I am no!
willing to adjourn any longer.

I have had some little experience here,
Mr. President—more or less for the last
twenty years—and I know, sinco railroad
facilities have becomo so very great, ex-
actly how it is liere. 'The Legislature,
conventions, and other bodies of which I
have been a member, adjourn for the
ostensible purpose of having something
done during their absence. Nothing is
done in their absence. So it will be here.
A gentleman the other day offered a reso-
lution that the cominittees should meet
here once a week after the Convention ad-
journs over to Philadelphia ; and suppos-
ing that I should be appointed a member
of a committee, living, as I do, at the ex-
treme south-western corner of the State,
and a gentleman from Wayne, the ex-
treme north-western corner, should be a
member, we would have a nice time com-
ing here onece a week to meet in commit-
tee. My opinion is that the Convention
should remain here, that they should
meet perhaps every morning at eleven
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o’clock, and remain in session until one as
a Convention. That would give the com-
mittees an opportunity every morning to
have a meeting of some three or four
hours, and time to meet in the afternoon
some three or four hours more. They
could meet again the next day, and com-
mittees ready to report could do so. Gen-
tlemen having propositions could present
them to the Convention, and they could
be. referred to the proper committees. My
word for it, that is the only way in which
the business of this Convention can be
done.

The gentleman thought that what we
did here yesterday was of no value at all.
I differ with him entirely. It is just ex-
actly what I want, and what many mem-
bers desire. They want to know what is
the opinion of the people upon these sub-
Jects; they want to know what amend-
ments are to be proposed in this Conven-
tion; they want to know what is likely to
be before them. We come here no doubt
most of us strangers to each other; we
don’t know each other’s views, and we
want to know and hear the views of the
members of this Convention upon the
various subjects which we are brought
here to act upon in proposing amend-
ments to the Constitution; and we cannot
do that unless we are here together. You
have upon your table, Mr. President, I
have no doubt, from fifty to a hundred
resolutions proposing to amend the Con-
stitution and instructions to committees.
Is it supposed by members who have
offered those resolutions—(that seems to
be the opinion of many)-—that upon the
appointment of the committees those reso-
lutions will be referred to them as a mat-
ter of course? That will not be the course.
Those resolutions will be taken up and
proceeded with to a second reading, and it
will be for the Convention to say whether
those instructions shall be referred to the
committees or not. Mr. President, there
are subjects enough upon the table now
to take up a month of debate in this Con-
vention. Isthat nothing?

I am not opposed to going to Philadel-
phia when the proper time comes; as has
been said, and, as has been suggested
in the papers, I am not afraid of Phila-
delphia. I am not afraid of any ma-
lignant intiuences arising or coming over
me in Philadelphia as a member of this
Convention. I know that some reports
have got abroad, whether they are true or
not, with regard to the reputation of Phila-~
delphia. I am not afraid of them.
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Philadelphia; Mr. President, to me is sur-
rounded with many happy memories.
All the Conventions that have ever sat to
make Constitutions for Pennsylvania
have sat in Philadelphia; all the Presi-
dents of those Conventions have been
residents of Philadelphia; the Declara-
tion of Independence was promulgated
from there, and the Constitution of the
United States wasmade there. I have no
fears in regard to going to Philadelphia,
but I don’t want to adjourn every day or
every week to allow members to go to
Philadelphia, when I think it is their duty
to stay here and attempt, at least, to dis-
charge their duties. I am in favor of the
amendment, and I do not care whether
we adjourn to Monday at ten o’clock in
the morning or three in the afternoon.

Mr. JoHN PrICE WETHERILL. I de-
sire to correct the remark made by the
gentleman from Fayette (Mr. Kaine.)
He stated that I, in my remarks, said that
the hour and a half or more occupied by
the Convention yesterday was time idled
away. I said justthereverse—that it was
time well occupied; but that the hour
and a half that he and I spent at the quar-
ter sessions yesterday afternoon I con-
sidered a waste of time.

Mr.J. R. REED. Mr, President: I be-
lieve I have not trespassed upon the time
of this Convention but once. I trust the
gentlemen from other sections than the
city of Philadelphia will permit me to
resent the good natured attack of my
friend from Pittsburg. I am in favor of
the resolution offered by my colleague to
adjourn until Tuesday the third of De-
cember, to meet here at twelve o’clock,
and for very good reasons, as I conceive.
I have not had the honor to be a member
of any other deliberative body, and I am
unaccustomed to their ecourse of proceed-
ings ; and I am further so unfortunate as
to be a resident of that city which seems
to be the object of the attack of gentle-
men around me, and I can see forno good
reason. But, sir, as T have said, I am in
favor of adjourning until Tuesday week
for this reason : To-morrow isSaturday, as
we well know. Suppose we adjourn to
meet on Monday or Tuesday next?
Wednesday next isa day set apart by the
authorities of this State and the National
administration as a holiday; it is not
probable that the members of this Con-
vention will permit their devotional ex-
ercises to be interfered with by their du-
ties in this body; I trust not. I look
about me and see gentlemen who are
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prominent in religious denominations,
and it is not customary for them to neg-
lect those duties. I suppose, Mr. Presi-
dent, that by giving you a week and some
two or three days to ascertain the fitness
of gentlemen for positions on the Com-
mittees, we would be obliging you and
giving the members of this Convention
ample time to go to their respective homes
to indulge in their Thanksgiving dinner
and return, and I did not suppose that
the publie spirit of this State would be
violated, or that the people would think
that this Convention was not willing to
discharge their duty readily and with
alacrity. I am sorry to learn that it
seems to be the impression of some gen-
tlemen in this body that there is any dele-
gate in this hall who is not ready and
willing to meet with them and to concur
with them in every measure which they
may introduce which looks to the quick
discharge of the duties for which we are
assembled here.

The question recurred on the amend-
ment as modified, which would make the
resolution read as follows:

- Resolved, That when the Convention
adjourns to-day it be to meet next Mon-
day at three o’clock P. M.

On the question, will the Convention
agree so to amend ?

The yeas and nays were required by
Mr, Mann and Mr. Temple, and were as
follow, viz:

YEAS., °

Messrs. Achenbach, Ainey, Alricks, An-
drews, Armstrong, Baily, (Perry,)Bailey,
(Huntingdon, ) Beebe,Bowman, Broomall,
Black, Chas. A, Brown, Buckalew, Camp-
bell, Carter, Cassidy, Church, Clark, Col-
lins, Cochran, Corbett, Curtin, Dallas,
Darlington, De France, Dimmick, Ellis,
Edwards, Elliott, Ewing, Finney, Fulton,
Funck, Gilpin, Guthrie, Hall, Hanna,
Harvey, Hazzard, Horton, Howard,
Kaine, Lamberton, ILawrence, Long,
M’ Allister, M’Clean, M’Connell, M’Mur-
ray, MacVeagh, Mann, Mantor, Minor,
Mott, Newlin, Patterson, D. W., Patter-
son, T. H. B., Patton, Porter, Purviance,
John N.,, Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, James
L., Rooke, Runk, Russell, Sharpe, Smith,
H. G.,Stewart, Struthers, Turrell, Walker,
Wetherill, J. M., White, David N., White,
Harry, White, J. W. F., Wright and Mer-
dith, President—75.

NAYS.

Messrs. Addicks, Baer, Baker, Bannan,
Barclay, Boyd,Corson, Cronmiller, Curry,
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Dodd, Dunning, Elliott, Hemphill,
Hay, Heverin, Hunsicker, Landis, Lilly,
M’Camant, Niles, Palmer, G. W., Palmer,
H. W., Purvianee, Samuel A., Read, John
R., Ross, Simpson, Smith, Henry W.,
Smith, W. H., Temple, Wetherill, John
Price, Woodward and Worrell—32.

So the question was determined in the
affirmative.

The resolution as amended was then
adopted. '

RESOLUTIONS.

Mr. RussELL offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and laid on the
table:

Resolved, That the Committee on Edu-
cation be instructed to consider and report
upon the expediency of inserting in the
Constitution a section requiring the Leg-
islature to appropriate annually not less
than one million of dollars for the purpose
of education, to be distributed among the
several school districts in such way as the
Legislature may determine.

Mr. CocHrAN offered the following
resolutions, which were read and laid on
the table:

Resolved, That the Committee on Coun-
ty, Township and Borough Officers, when
appointed, be instructed to inquire into
the expediency of introducing into the
Constitution of this State the following
provisions, in substance, to wit :

There shall be established in the eity of
Philadelphia, and in every county of this
State containing a population of thirty
thousand souls and upwards, according
to the census and enumeration made by
the authority of the United States in the
year 1870, a probate court, of which there
shall be one judge learned in the law,
whose term of office shall be ten years, if
he shall so long behave himself well, and
who shall be subject to removal forthe
same causes and in the same manner ag
judges of the superior court. A judge
and also a clerk of said court shall be
elected in each county in which said
court is authorized by this section at the
first general election held in this Com-
monwealth after the adoption of this
amended Constitution. The term of office
of said clerk shall be five years, but he
shall be removed by the judge whenever
it shall be judicially made to appear to
his satisfaction that said eclerk has been
guilty of extortion or any other malfeas-
ance in office ; and in the event of such re-
moval being made, the vacancy shall be
supplied by an appointment of a suc-
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oessor, to be made by said judge, to con-
tinue until the expiration of ten days after
the next ensuing general election, at
which a suecessor to said clerk shall be
chosen for the full term of five years.
Said judge and clerk shall each be com-
missioned by the Governor, and the pro-
bate courts shall be organized and go into
operation on the first Monday of Decem-
ber succeeding their first election.

Fach probate court shall be a court of
record, having a seal, bearing for a device
the coat of arms of this Commonwealth,
encircled by the words * Probate court of

county, Pennsylvania.”” The ju-
risdiction of said court shall extend to all
matters and cases now acted upon by and
committed to the register of wills, the reg-
isters’ court and the orphans’ court in the
respective county in which it shall be es-
tablished by virtue of this section, and
shall have the power to send, certify and
direct issues of fact to be tried in the su-
perior court, as such issues may now be
sent, certified and directed by the register,
registers’ court and orphans’ court to the
court of common pleas. The judge of said
probate court shall be entitled to receive
from the treasurer of his proper county,
in quarter-yearly payments, such salary,
not less than $2,500 annually, as may be
fixed and appointed by the Legislature,
and which shall not be diminished during
his continuance in office. The clerk of
such probate court shall receive such sal-
ary as the Legislature shall direct, to be
paid out of the fundsof the proper county.
All fees now by law payable to the regis-
ter of willsand clerk of the orphans’ court
shall be ocollected by the clerk of said
court, who shall give bond in such sum as
the Legislature shall appoint, with such
security as one of the judges of the supe-
rior court shall approve, conditioned for
the faithful and punctual payment of all
guch fees collected, or that ought to have
been collected by him, every three months

into the county treasury, and shall not be |

entitled to receive any part of his salary
until such paymentshall have been made.

SECTION —. Atthe first general election
held in this Commonwealth after the
adoption of this amended Constitution,
there shall be elected in each county three
persons, citizens of said county, of whom
one shall be learned in the law, in choos-
ing whom each qualified elector shall be
entitled to vote for two and no more, who
ghall constitute a county board, and whose
term of office shall be three years. The
county board shall transact all the busi-
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ness now transacted by, and possess all
the powers and authoritiesof the board of
county commissioners, and shall also have
authority and jurisdiction to entertain,
act and decide upon all patitions and pro-
ceedings for viewing, opening, laying out,
vacating and changing public and private
roads and bridges, for granting tavernand
all other licenses now granted by the
court of quarter sessions, for erecting, di-
viding and changing the lines of town-
ships, for fixing and changing the places
of holding elections and creating new
election districts, for establishing inde-
pendent school districts, for erecting and -
chartering boroughs, for changing the
names of persons, for creating and char-
tering all corporations which may now be
incorporated by the court of common
pleas, and upon all other such matters and
things relating to and regulating the local
business and affairs of the respective
county "as shall be placed under the juris-
diction of said county board from time to
time by the Legislature. The said board
shall have a clerk and seal, and the pro-
ceedings of said board, certified from its
minutes by the president thereof, attested
by the clerk, and authenticated by its
seal, shall be received in evidence in all
cases in which the original proceedings
duly proved would be received in any
court of record. The member of said
board required to be learned in the law
shall be the President thereof, and its
members shall receive such annual salary,
not less than $1,000 each, as shall be di-
rected by law, which shall be paid in
equal quarterly-yearly payments,together
with the compensation of their clerk,
which shall be fixed by them, out of their
county stock. All fees now by law paya-
ble to the clerk of the court of quarter
sessions, or any other officer whatever,
for or on account of any of the matters
and things by this section placed under
the jurisdiction of thecounty board, shall
be collected by them and paid every three
months into the sounty treasury, and no
part of the salary of the members of said
board or their clerk shall be paid until
this provision shall be complied with.

The members of the county board first
elected as above provided shall meet and
organize in the commissioners’ office of
their respective counties on the first Mon-
day of December next succeeding their
election, when the powers and duties of
the present boards of county commission-
ors shall cease and determine.

SECT.—. Atthe first general election held
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in this Commonwealth after the adoption
of this amended Constitution there shall
be elected three persons, citizens of said
county, who shall be county auditors,
each qualified elector to vote for two can-
didates for county auditor and no more.
The term of office of the county auditors
shall be three years. They shall audit,
settle and adjust the accounts of the
clerk of the probate court, the members
and clerk of the county board, the sherift,
county treasurer, directors of the poor,
and all other officersor persons entrusted
with the receipt, custody and disburse-

" ment of the public moneys, bonds and
property of the county. The auditors
elected in accordance with the provisions
of this section shall enter upon the dis-
charge of their duties on the first Monday
of January next succeeding the time of
their election, and shall have power, at all
times, to examine the books and papers of
the several officers whose accounts it is
their duty to settle, and toforbid and pre-
vent the payment of all charges and
claims against and upon the county until
they shall be satisfied of their justice, hon-
esty and lawfulness, or until the liability
of the county to pay such charges and
claims shall be established by due legal
proceedings.

Secr, —, In all the counties in this
Commonwealth in which a county alms-
house and hospital, or other institution
for the support of the poor, at the common
expense of the people of the county, has
been established and erocted, there shall
be elected, at the first general election held
in this Commonwealth after the adoption
of thisamended Constitution, five persons,
citizens of such county, who shall be direc-
tors of the poor and house of employment
of said county. At said olection and each
succeeding election for such officers, each
qualified elector may vote for three and
no more candidates for said office. Each
person so elected shall hold his office for
the term of three years, and shall enter
upon the discharge of hisduties on the first
Monday of January next after his election.

SEcT. —. Vacancies in the office of pro-
bate judge shall be filled in the same
manner asis provided inthis Constitution
for filling vacancies in the office of judge
ofthesuperior court. Vacancies occurring
in the county board, county auditors and
directors of the poor shall be filled by ap-
pointments, to be made by the judges of
the superior court of the district. The
officers so appointed to fill vacancies shall,
in all cases, hold their appointments until
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the time at which the terms of their re-
spective predecessors would have fully
ended.

Resolved, That the Committee on Ju-
diciary, when appointed, be instructed to
inquireinto the expediency of introducing
into the Constitution of this State the
following provisions, in substance, to wit :

Sect. 1. The judicial power of this
Commonwealth shall be vested in a Su-
preme Court, in a superior court, in a pro-
bate court, and wherever no probate
court shall be hereinafter provided, in an
orphans’ court and registers’ court for
each county, in justices of the peace, and
in such other courts as the Legislature
may from time to time establish.

SecT. 2. The judges of the several su-
perior courts shall be elected by the quali-
fied electors of the respective districts
over which they are to preside or act as
judges. They shall be two in number in
each district, and shall be learned in the
law. They shall be elected at the same
time, and each elector shall be entitled to
vote for only one candidate. The term of
office shall be twenty years, and sald
judges shall not be re-eligible. They
shall be commissioned by the Governor
for said term, if they shall so long behave
themselves well ; but for any reasonable
cause which shall not be sufficient ground
for impeachment, the Governor shall re-
move any of them on the address of two-
thirds of the members elected to each
branchot the Legislature. The first elec-
tion shall take place at the general elec-
tion of the Commonwealth next after the
adoption of thisamended Constitution,and
the commissions of all the judges of the
court of common pleas, who may be then
in office,shall expireon the first Monday of
of December following, when the termns of
the new judges shall commence. Any
vacancies happening by death, resigna-
tion or otherwise of any or either of the
judges of said superior court shall be
filled by appointmfent by the Governor,
with the advice and consent of the Sen~
ate, to continue until the expiration of the
term for which the judge, by reason of
whose death, resignation or other circum-
stancessaid vacancy occurred, was elected.
Should the Senate not be in session when
such vacancy shall ocecur, the Governor
shall appoint a person to fill the vacant
judgeship, and issue a commissionto him,
empowering him to act until a successor
shall be appointed by the Governor, with
the advice and consent of the Senate, and
no longer. The judges of said superior
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courts shall receive adequate salaries, to
be fixed by law, which shall not be di-
minished during their'continuance in
office, but they shall receive ho fees or
perquisites of office, nor hold any other
office of profit under this Commonwealth
or under the government of the United
States, or of any other State of this Union.

Sec. 3. The jurisdiction of the said su-
perior courts shall extend to the hearing
and decision of all issues of law or fact in
all cases, civil or criminal, and in all ac-
tions in law or equity, except those in-
trusted and committed to the probate
court and county board by this Constitu-
tion in other articles thereof.

Src. 4. The judges of said superior court
shall not sit together in the trial and hear-
ing of causes, but shall in succession hold
the courts in each county of their district,
subject to such temporary arrangement as
circumstances may require, and as they
niay agree among themselves.

COMMUNICATION ¥FROM THE AUDITOR
GENERAL.

A communication from the Auditor
General was read, being in answer to a
resolution of inquiry passed yesterday,
stating that the whole amount of money
paid by the State for public printing for
the year ending June 30, 1872, is $29,67470;
for stock, fine paper, maps, envelopesand
other materials, $15,279 39; for binding and
lithographing, $9,139 65. The communica-~
tion, which was signed by the Auditor
General, further declared that ¢ there had
been nd expenditure of money for print-
ing under the existing contract outside of
the schedule of rates prescribed by the act
of Assembly.””

RESOLUTIONS.

Mr. Joun N, Purviance offered the fol-
lowing resolutions, which were read and
laid on the table:

Resolved, That the Committee on Edu-
cation be, instructed to report that the
General Assembly shall levy a special
annual tax upon all railroads and insur-
ance corporations, which shall be exclu-
sively devoted to the maintenance of pub-
lic schools.

Resolved, That the seat of government
shall be and remain permanent at the city
of Harrisburg, unless otherwise loecated
by o majority vote of the Legislature, and
by a majority of the qualified electors of
the State.

Resolved, That no bank shall be estab-
lished otherwise than under a general
banking law.
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Mr. M'MURRAY offered the following
resolution, which was read and laid on
the table:

Resolved, That the seventh rule bz
amended, as follows:

Strike out all after the first paragraph,
and insert in lieu thereof the following:
«Calling the list of counties alphabeti-
cally, to allow members to present letters,
petitions, memorials, remonstrances and
accompanying documents, and to allow
of the proper reference.”

Mr. WrigHT offered the following reso-
tion, which was twice read and adopted:

Resolved, That the proper officers of this
Convention be requested to draw their
warrants upon the Treasurer of the Coimn-
monwealth for the amounts allotted to
each member for stationery, to wit: Fifty
dollars.

Mr. HuNsICKER offered the following
resolution, which was read and laid on
the table:

Resolved, That the Committee upon the
Declaration of Rights be instructed to in-
quire into the expediency of amending
section eleven of article nine of the present
Constitution, so that the same shall read:

«Thatall courts shall be open, and every
man, for an injury done him in his lands,
goods, person or reputation, shall have
remedy by the due course of law, and
right and justice administered without
sale, denial or delay; and that the judg-
ment, decree or sentence of every subor-
dinate court shall be subject to review by
the Supreme Court of the State. Suits
may be brought against the Common-
wealth in such manner in such courts
and jn such cases as the Legislature may
by law direet.”

Mr. BEEBE offered the following reso-
tution, which was read and laid on the
table:

Resolved, That it is the sense of this
Convention that the paper furnished by
the Clerk, for the use of the Convention,
shall be printed with an appropriate
heading.

Mr. Funck offered the following resolu-
tions, which were read and laid on the
table :

Resolved, That there should be but one
person elected under a general law to
collect State, municipal, county and local
taxes of every kind in a distriet, town-
ship, bocough or ward in a eity, whoshould
receive a salary fixed by law for his ser-
viees, and the Committee upon Revenue,
Taxation and Finance is hereby in-
structed to inquire into this subject.
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Resolved, That the Committee upon
Private Corporations be and the same is
hereby instructed to inquire into and re-
port upon the expediency of annulling
all charters heretofore conferred on cor-
porate bodies with banking and discount-
ing privileges, in such manner, however,
that no injustice shall be done to the cor-
porators.

Resolved, That the Committee on Pri-
vate Corporations be and the same is
hereby instructed to inquire into and re-
port upon the expediency of withholding
from the Legislature the powor to confer
banking and diseounting privileges upon
oorporations other than banks of issue.

Mr. Jyo. PRICE WETHERILL offered the
following resolution, which was read and
laid on the table:

Resolved, That the names of the ab-
sentees, or those not voting upon the call
of the yeas and nays, shall be announced
by the Secretary after reading the list and
placed upon the Journal.

Mr. LiLLy offered the following resolu-
tion, which was read and laid on the table:

Resolved, That the Judiciary Commit-
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tee be requested to examine, consider,
and, if they deem expedient, report a life
tenure for thoe judges of the superior court,
the judges presiding over judicial dis-
tricts, and such other judges as are re-
quired to be learned in the law; said
tenuroe to cease at seventy years of age, or
upon impeachment for cause before th
retiroment at the age of seventy years, to
draw the full pay received by said judge
or judges as when receiving full pay;
Provided, Impeachment shall be a for-
feiture of all pay or emolumonts.

Mr. J. R. REaD offered the following
resolution, which was read and laid on
the table :

Resolved, That the Legislature shall not
grant any extra compensation to any
puiblic officer, servant, agent or contraeter,
nor increase or diminish any salary or
compensation, except that of judicial ofli-
cers, during the term of service.

Mr. J. M. BAILEY moved that the Con-
vention do now adjourn. }

The motion wasagreed to, and the Presi-
dent adjourned the Convention until
Monday next, at three o’clock P. M,
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EIGHTH DAY.

ety

Monpay, November 25, 1872.

The Convention met at three o’clook,
pursuant to adjournment, the President,
Hon. William M. Meredith, in the Chair,

Prayer was offered by the Rev. G. W.
Stelling, of the Fourth street Lutheran
church, Harrisburg.

The Journal of the last day’s session
was read and approved.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE AUDITOR
GENERAL,

A communication from the Auditor
General was read, giving a statement of
the amounts of money paid into the State
Treasury for the several years since Jan-
uary, 1867, by the offices of the prothono-
tary of the dietrict court, prothonotary of
the Supreme Court, register of wills, &ec.,
of Philadelphia, which was read and laid
on the table.

LEAVE OF ABSENOE.

Messrs. Purman, H. W. Palmer, S. A.
Purviance, Rooke and Lucius Rogers,
Assistant Clerk, obtained leave of ahsence
for a few days.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

The PRESIDENT announced the follow-
ing to constitute the standing committees
of the Convention :

1. On Legislature. Messrs. MacVeagh,
Hopkins, David N. White, Gilpin, Niles,
Achenbach, John Price Wetherill, Dallas,
Horton.

2. On Legislation.—Messrs, Harry White,
J. 8. Black, Dimmick, Purman, Mann,

bett, Finney, John R. Reed, Ewing,
8. H. Reynolds, Hanna, Hall, Curry, T.
H. B. Patterson, Andrews.

3. On Executive Department.-—Messrs.
Cuitin, Jno. N, . Purviance, Chas. A.
Black, Walker, Biddle, Fell, Lamberton,
Armstrong, Bowman.

4. On Judiciary.—Messrs. Armstrong,
Woodward, Russell, Cuyler, S. A. Pur-
. viance, Sharpe, MacVeagh, Kaine, Jas. L.
Reynolds, Dallas, Broomall, Boyd, Craig,
Wright, Bartholomew.

5. On Suffrage, Election und Represento-
tion,~Messrs. M’Allister, Buckalew, Ful-

ton, Brown, Simpson, Elliott, Lilly, Ellis,
J. W. F. White, M’Murray, Rooke, Cas-
sidy, Carter, Campbell, Ainey.

6. On Impeachment and Removal from
Office.—Messrs. Biddle, Andrews, Gibson,
Harry White, Davis.

7. On Commissions, Offices, Oatlh of Office’

and Incompatiditity of Office. — Messrs.
Kaine, Baker, Boyd, H. W. Palmer,
Jno. M. Bailey, Stewart, M’Clean, Beebe,
Struthers.

8. On Education.—Messrs. Darlington,
Chas. A. Black, Stanton, Wherry, Runk
Landis, Lear, Hall, Minor.

9. On Cities and City Charters.—Meossrs.
‘Walker, Guthrie, Littleton, Metzger, Jas.
L. Reynolds, -Alricks, Pughe, Henry W..
Smith, John Price Wetherill.

10. On Counties, Townships and Bor-
oughs. —Messrs. Lawrence, Lamberton,
Darlington, Heunry W. Smith, Howard,
Brcdhead, Struthers, Landis, Parsons,

11. On County, Township and Borough
Officers.—Messrs. S. A, Purviance, Gowen,
Carey, KElliott, Lear, Brown, Mantor,
Andrew Reed, Runk.

12. On Militia.—Messrs. Porter, Hay,
Lilly, G. W. Palmer, Stanton.

13. On Public and Municipal Debts and
Sinking Funds.—Messrs. Buckalew, Ai-
noy, Guthrie, Addicks, De France, Par-
sony, Temple, Littleton, Van Reed.

14. On State Institutions and Buildings.—
Messrs. Turrell, Mott, MacConnell, Wor-
rell J. W. F, White, Temple, M’Culloch.

15. On Religious and Charitable Corpora-
tions and Sociefies. — Messrs. Mann, Al-
ricks, Minor, Hunsicker, Carter, Worrell,
Collins. ‘ ‘

16. On Railroads and Canals.—Messrs.
Cochran, Curtin, Barr, Horton, T. H. B.
Patterson, M’Allister, Sharpe, Rooke,
Beebe, Howard, Campbell, M’Culloch,
Hemphill, Joseph, Baily, Funck.

17. On Private Corporations, Foreign and
Domestic, other than railroads, canals and
religious and charitable corporations and
societies.—Messrs. Woodward, Turrell,
Dodd, Collins, Heverin, Dimmick, Clark,

.
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Corson, Barclay, Stewart, Barr, J. W, F.
‘White, Harvey, Baker, Simpson.

18. On Declaration of Rights.—Messrs.
Hopkins, MacConnell, Wright, Corson,
Clark, Edwards, Gibson, Lawrence, New-
lin.

19. On Future Amendments.—Messrs.
Funck, Cassidy, Davis, Brodhead, Ban-
nan.

20. On Constitutional Sanctions,—Messrs.
J. S. Black, Bowman, Cronmiller, Ban-
nan, De France, Porter, Addicks, Hun-
sicker, Bardsley.

21. On Schedules. — Messrs. Bartholo-
mew, Corbett, Mantor, G. W. Palmer, D.
W. Patterson, Gilpin, Hanna, Barclay,
Hazzard.

22, On Revision and Adjustment.—Messrs.
Gowen, Knight, Church, D. W. Patterson,
H. W. Palmer.

23, On Accounts and Expenditure of the
Convention.—Messrs. Hay, Cochran, Pat-
ton, Jno. N. Purviance, Joseph Baily.

24, On Printing and Binding.—Messrs.
Newlin, W. H. Smith, Russell, H. G.
Smith, Cochran, Cayler, David N. White.

25. On Industrial Interests and Labor.—
Messrs, Carey, Long, Fell, M’Camant,
Pughe, Andrew Reed, Edwards, Achen-
bach, Fulton.

26, On Agriculture, Mining, Manujfac-
tures and Commerce.—Messrs. Finney,
J. M. Wetherill, Knight, W. H. Smith,
Curry, Dunning, Hazzard, Mott, Ewing.

27, On Revenue, Taxation and Finance.
—Messrs. Broomall, Church, Niles, Van
Reed, Bardsley, Purman, Ewing, Ross,
Jno. M. Bailey.

RESOLUTIONS,

Mr. HARRY WHITE offered the follow-
ing resolution, which was twice read:

Resolved, That the Constitution be re-
ferred to the different committees, as
follows:

So much thereof as relates to the forma-
tion, meetings and terms of members of
Legislature, to the Committee on Legisla-
tion.

So much thereof as relates to the power
of the Legislature and the manner of
legislation, to the Committee on Legisla-
tion.

So much thereof ag relatesto the organi-
zation, powers and duties of Executive
Department, together with veto and par-
doning power, to the Committee on Ex-
ecutive Department.

So much thereof as relates to the crea~
tion and jurisdiction of the different

courts, together with the manner of se-
lecting aldermen and justices of the
peace, their jurisdiction and term of
office, as well as the term of office of the
judges of the courts, to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

So much thereof as relates to the quali-
fication of electors, the conduet of electors
and the matter of representation, to the
Committee on Suffrage, Elections and
Representation.

So much as relates to impeachment,
misbehavior in and removal from office,
to the Committee on Impeachment and
Removal from Office.

So much thereof as relates to issuing
commissions, oaths of office, public offices
and officers, which are inconsistent with
each other, to the Committee on Commis-
sions, Offices, Oath of Office and Incom-
patibility of Office.

So much thereof as relates to the ques-
tion of education, to the Committee on
Educaticn.

So much thereof as relates to the for-
mation of counties, townships and bor-
oughs, to the Committee on Counties,
Townships and Boroughs.

So much thereof as relates to the offices
of counties, fownships and boroughs, to
the Comumittee on County, Township and
Borough Offices.

So much thereof as relates to the mili-
tary department, to the Committee on the
Militia.

So mueh thereof as relates to the debt
of the Commonwealth and Sinking Fund,
together with what relates to the powers
of muuicipalities to create debt, to the
Committee on Public and Municipal
Debts and Sinking Funds.

So much thereof as relates to the insti-
tutions and buildings owned by the Com-
monwealth, to the Committee on State
Institutions and Buildings.

So much thereof as relates to the crea-
tion and powers of religious and chari-
table corporations and societies, to the
Committee on Religions and Charitable
Corporations and Societies.

So much thereof as relates to the con-
struction, management and control of
railroads and canals, together with the
powers, privileges, management and con-
trol of foreign railroads and canal cor-
porations in the Commonwealth, to the
Committee on Railroads and Canals, For- -
eign and Domestic.

So much thereof as reldtes to the crea-
tion, government, powers and privileges
of corporations, to the Committee on Pri-
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vate Corporations, Foreign and Domestic,
other than railroads, canals, and religious
and charitable corporations.

So much as relates to the ninth article
of the Constitution, known as the Declara-
tion of Rights, to the Committee on
Declaration of Rights.

So much of the Constitution as relates to
revenue, taxation and the management of
public funds, to the Committee on Rev-
enue, Taxation and Finance.

So much thereof as relates to amend-
nrent, tothe Committee on Future Amend-
ments.

That questions relating to industrial in-
terests and labor, to the Committee on
Industrial Interests and Labor.

Questions relating to agriculture, min-
ing, manufacturing and commercial inter-
ests, to the Committee on Agriculture,
Manufactures and Commerce.

‘With instructions to the respective com-
mittees to report what, if any, alterations
or amendments relating to the subjects
respectively referred are necessary and
proper.

That the chairmen of the respective com-
mittees be furnished, by the Clerk, with
a copy of this resolution.

Mr. MACVEAGH. Mr. President< This
resolution is of some importance, and I
think we are not ready to act upon it at
present. I would like an arrangement to
postpone it until to-morrow morning, so
that it can be printed for the information
of the members.

Mr. HARRY WHITE. In offering this
resolution I had no desire whatever to in-
terfere with the fullest information upon
the matter. The Convention will observe
that this is classifying the different parts
of the Constitution according to the organi-
ration of the committees, and is a chart
to control the committees in the subject
matter of their dutiés hereafter, to avoid
conflict of duty, and concludes with a reso-
lution that the respective committees be
required to report what, if any, amend-
ments are necessary and proper. Imerely
call the attention of the Convention to
this, so that they will understand what it
is, and I have no objections whatever to
letting it go over until to-morrow. My
object in offering it now was to enablethe
oommittees to go to work immediately.

Mr. MacVEAaGcH moved that the reso-
lution be postponed until to-morrow.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. HARRY WHITE moved that the list
of standing committtees, together with
the resolution just presented, be printed.
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The motion was agreed to.

Mr, CocHRAN offered the following reso-
lution, which was twice read:

Resolved, That all resolutions now lying
on the table of the Convention, which re-
late to proposed amendments to the Con-
stitution, be referred to the several com-
mittees to which they respectively relate;
such resolutions as name the committee to
be referred to the committee named there-
in respectively, and those in which com-
mittees are not named to be referred to
the appropriate committee by the Presi-
dent. '

Mr. KAINE. I merely desire to inquire
whether it is intended by that resolution,
if carried, to refer to the different com-
mittees the resolutions of instruction that
have been offered here ?

Mr. CoOCHRAN. Mr. President: I will
state in reply to the inquiry that I do not
understand that any resolution of bind-
ing instruction has been proposed to any
committee. IfIrecollectaright,the reso-
lutions all propose to instruct the com-
mittees to inquire into the expediency of
such and such amendmenis. I do notun-
derstand that there is any resolution of-
fered which instructed any committee
peremptorily to report any proposed
amendment, but simply to inquire into
the propriety of the proposed amend-
ments. If there was any resolution that
contained a peremptory instruction I
would not be in favor of referring it in
that shape.

Mr. KaiNe. I understand there are
resolutions instructing the committees
peremptorily to report certain amend-
ments. Tosuch I am opposed. I move
to amend, by adding “except resolutions,
if any, containing peremptory instruc-
tions to commitees to report amendments
to the Constitution.”

Mr, CocHRAN. Iacceptthegentleman’s
modification. The resolution does not
propose that the President shall under-
take to define the provinee or duties of
the committees, or to determine in what
respects they may clash, but there were
some of the resolutions offered here that
did not indicate the proper committee to
which they were proposed to be referred.
The only effect of this resolution is, that
where the committee is not indicated in
the resolution, it is the duty of the Presi-
dent of the Convention to refer it to the
proper committee.

Mr. BuckarLEw. That amendment is
certainly very unnecessary. As long as
the Convention has not voted instructions,
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the committee will not be bound by the
form of the resolution. I do not see any
necessity for the amendment.

Mr. KAINE. It can do no harm,

Mr. CocHRAN. 1accepted the sugges-
tion of the gentleman from Fayette (Mr.
Kaine) in order to avoid any discussion
upon the collateral propositions. I donot
see any necessity for it myself. None of
those resolutions have been adopted by
the Convention, but have simply been
read and laid on the table. If nmow re-
ferred to the committee I apprehend it
would not be with the binding force of
an instruction of the Convention to report
s0 and so.

Mr. KAaiNg. I do not so understand it.

Mr. CocarAN. If the gentleman from
Fayette (Mr. Keine) would so agree, I
would suggest that he withdraw his
amendment.

Mr. MANN. I apprehend there is no
use in imposing upon the President the
labor of looking over those resolutions
that were offered. Iunderstood the Presi-
dent to intimate that he would rather be
relieved of the labor. I certainly think
he ought to be. Why not trust to the
judgment of the Clerk to refer these reso-
lutions? He has to look them over. In
order that the President may be re-
lieved from that labor, I move to amend,
so that the Clerk, instead of the President,
make the references.

Mr. CocaRAN. Ido notthink the Clerk
is as proper an officer to do that as the
President. But if so desired, I will so
modify the resolution. I am not stren-
uous upon the subject.

Mr. KaiNg. I remember very well
that at the time some of these resolutions
were offered, they struck my mind as
containing instructions to committees—
peremptory instructions. Now, sir, I do
not think there is any need of the resolu-
tion of the gentleman from York, (Mr.
Cochran,) that we are now considering,
at all. I know it was intended by the
Committee on Rules that the thirtieth
rule adopted by this Convention should
cover this whole thing. That rule, I
think, directs the President to refer every-
thing upon that table to the proper com-
mittees, without the resolution of the gen-
tleman from York, which we are now
eonsidering.

Mr. CocHRAN. I am not certain of that,
for the simple reason that when those
resolutions were offered we had no com-
mittees. I apprehend that the rule ap-
plies to resolutions offered when the com-
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mittees are appointed and regularly con-
stituted ; but until that has taken cffect,
in order to get these resolutions to the
committees, and meet the purposes ot
those who presented them, it seems to me
necessary to pass this resolution. I think
it better to pass the resolution, and then
we are sure those resolutions will go to
the proper committees.

The PrESIDENT. None of those mo-
tions were made before the rules were
adopted, and the Chair conceives that un-
der the rules they will all go to the proper
committees without a resolution.

Mr. CocHRAN. Under that ruling of
the Chair I will withdraw the resolution.

Mr. DiLvy offered the following resolu-
tion, which was read and referred to the
Committee on Counties, Townships and
Boroughs:

Resolved, That the Committee on County
and Borough Officers be requested to ex-
amine into the expediency of providing
for the election of a county commissioner
from each township and borough, to form
a county board, to which shall be referred
all matters of laying out roads, locating
and building bridges, passing ordinances
relative to cattle and other animals run-
ning at large in said county, and such
other matters as shall be referred to them
by the Legislature of the State by general
law.

Mr. PaTTON offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and referred to
the Committee on Suffrage, Election and
Representation:

Resolved, That in order to prevent fraud,
and to secure intelligent voting, the Com-
mittee on Suffrage, Election and Repre-
sentation be instructed to inquire into the
expediency of reporting the following
amendatory article to the Constitution :

ARTICLE —. The qualified voters at the
elections in this Commonwealth shall
vote by open, written or printed ballot,
with the name of the person voting the
same endorsed on the back thereof in his
own handwriting; and the names of the
votersat such elections shall be recorded in
nunerical order, and the number oppo-
site the name of each person voting shall
also be endorsed by the clerk or clerks of
the election board on the back of said
ballot.

Mr. BARcCLAY offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and referred to
the Committee on Executive Department :

Resolved, That it is the sense of this
Convention that the mnew Constitution
should provide that the pardoning power
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should be taken entirely out of the hunds
of the Governor and be vested exclusively
in some bpdy of men ‘above the reach of
temptation.

Algo, the following nesoluﬁon, which
was read and referred to the Committeo
on Cities and City Charters:

Resolved, That the following article
shall be inserted im the new Constitution :

That no city or county,whose population
shall be more than five hundred thousand,
shall be allowed to increase its corporate
debt beyond the amount of fifty millions
of dollars, and no c¢ity or eounty, whose
population shall be less than five hundred
thousand, shall increase its corporate debt
beyond the amount of one hundred thou-
sand dollars, unless expressly anthoerizsed
36 to do by a direct vote of the citizens
thereof at a special election to be held for
that purpose.

Also, . the follewing resolution, which
was read and referred to the Committee
on Declaration of Rxghts :

Resolved, That the following artiocle be
introdticed into the new Constitution :

Every person may freely write or speak
and publish his opinions upoa all sub~
Jjects, being responsible for the abuse of
that right, and no law shall be passed to
abridge the liberty of speech or the liberty
of the press; and in all proseeutions for
libels the truth may be given in evidence
to the jury, and if the jury shall believe
that the maiter represented as libelous is
true, and was published with good and
not from vindictive motives, and for un-
Jjustifiable ends, the party shall be acqguit-
ted ; in all such prosecutionsthe jury alone
shan have the right to determine the law
and the fact. ‘

. Also, the following resolution, which
was read and referred to the Committee
on Judiciary :

Resolved, That the Commltt,ae on the
Judiciary, about to be appointed, be in-
structed to inquire into the expediency of
providing in the new Constitution-—

That the judges of the Supreme Couri
shall hereafter. be appointed by the Gov-
ernor of the Commonwealth, by and with
the advice and consent of two-thirds of
the entire body of the Senate, said judges
to be commissjoned for the term of twenty
years; and that all other judges shall be
appointed by the Governor, subjeet to the
condition that the commissions of such
judges shall cease and expire on the first
day of January next ensuing the date
thereof, unless such appointment shall be
approved of and ratified at the next gen-

8

113

¢ral election after such appointment by a
majority of the voters of such judi oial dis-
triot.

In case such appointmrent sha.ll be rati-
fied as aforesaid, the judge thus appointed
shall hold offiee for the term of ten years,
(for which ke shall have been condition- -
ally commissioned), and until the person
appointed as his successor shall be ratified
by the popuiar vote as aforesaid.

In case of any such rejection of any such
appointee, the same person shall anot be
re-appointed for the distriet in which he
shall have been rejected.

The above provwxons shall not apply to

the judges now in office, each of whom
shall continue to hold until the expiration
of his respective comuinission, and until
the person appointed asabove as his suc-
cessor shall be approved of and ratified as
aforesaid.
. Mr. J. N. PURVIANCE offered the follow-
ing resolution, which was read and re-
ferred to the Committee on Revenue,
Taxation and Finance:

‘WHEREAS, The annual receipts of the
State Treasury derived from the various
sources of revenue amount to the sum of
over seven million dollars, an amount
largely exceeding the necessary expenses
of the State; thersfore,

Resolved, That the Committee on Reve-
nue, Taxation and Finsace be requested
to report upon the expediency of a consti-
tutional provision to the effect that the
sum of at least one million dollars be set:
apart annually by the State Treasurer for
the payment of the prineipal of the State
debt, which amount shall be applied to~
wards the payment of said debt as the
same falls due, and until due shall be in-
vested at a rate of interest not less than
equal to the rate of interest upon the State
debt. .

Mr. D. N. WHITE offered the following
resolution, which was read and laid on the
table:

Resolved, That the following proposi-
tions be referred to the Committee on
Legislation for consideration, to wit ;

“No license to traffic in intoxicating
liquors shall hereafter be granted in this
Commonwealth, but the Legislature shall
by law provide against the evils resulting
therefrom.”

“Neitherthe Legislature norany oounty,
city, borough, township, school district or
other public corporation shall ever make
any appropriation, or pay from any public
fund whatever, -anything in aid of any
church or sectarian purpose, or to help sup-
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portor sustain any school, or literary, orsci-
entific or charitable institution controlled
by any church or sectarian denomination
whatever; nor shall any grant or donation
of land, money or other personal property
ever be made by the State or by any pub-
lic corporation to any church or for any
sectarian purpose whatever.’’

Mr. Lanpis offered the following reso-
lation, which wasread and referred to the
Committee on Legislation :

Resolved, That the Committee on Leg-
islation inquire into the expediency of so
amending the Constitution as to provide
that the Legislature shall enact no special
law creating any corporation, nor shall its
charter be amended, extended or changed,
except those for charitable, educational,
penal or reformatory purposes, which are
to be and remain under the patronage and
eontrol of the State; but the Legislature
shall provide by general laws for the or-
ganization of all corporations hereafter to
be created.

Also, the following resolution, which
was read and referred to the Committee
on Legislature:

Resolved, That the Committee on Leg-
islature inquire into the expediency of so
amending the Constitution as to provide
that the State shall be divided into seven-
teen (17) Senatorial districts, to be repre-
sented each by three members of the Sen-
ate and nine members of the House of
Representatives, all to be elected by the
cumulative system of voting.

Mr. WHERRY offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and referred to the
Committee on Legislation:

Resolved, That the compensation to be
allowed for official service in the séveral
departments of the government shall be
fixed in the Constitution, and shall not be
increased or lessened by the legislative
department.

ADJOURNMENT.

Mr. STEWART offered the following reso-
lution, which was read :

Resolved, That when this Convention
adjourn to-morrow it adjourn to meet at
twelve o’clock on the first Tuesday after
the second Monday in January, 1873.

On the question, will the Convention
proceed to the second reading and consid-
cration of the resolution?

The yeas and nays were required by Mr.
Harry White and Mr. MacVeagh, and
were as follow, viz:

YEAS.
Messrs. Addicks, Armstrong, Bannan,

Barclay, Bartholomew, Beebe, Black,
Chas. A., Black, J. 8., Eowman, Boyd,
Brown, Buckalew, Campbell, Church,
Cochran, Collins, Corbett, Davis, Dim-
mick, Dodd, Ellis, Finney, Gilpin, Hanna,
Harvey, Hemphill, Landis, Lilly, Mantor,
Minor, Porter, Pughe, Purviance, Samuel
A., Read, John R., Reynolds, S. H., Runk,
Sharpe, Simpson, Smith, Henry' W,
Smith, W. H., Stanton, Stewart, Struth-
ers, Temple, Turrell, Van Reed, Walker,
Wetherill; J. M., Wetherill, John Price,
‘Wright and Meredith, President—>51.

NAYS.

Messrs. Achenbach, Ainey, Andrews,
Baily, (Perry,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,)
Carter, Clark, Curry, Darlington, De
France, Edwards, Ewing, Fulton, Guthrie,
Hay, Hazzard, Hortonp Howard, Xaine,
Lamberton, Lawrence, M’Allister, Mac~
Connell, M’Culloch, M'Murray, Mac-
Veagh, Mann, Mott, Purviance, John N.,
Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, James L., Rus-
sell, Smith, H. G., Wherry, White, David
N., White, Harry and White, J. W. F.—37,

So the question was determined in the
affirmative.

And the resolution was read a second
time.

Mr. SimpsoN. I move to amend, by
striking out the words “after the second
Monday,”’ making it the “seventh of Janu-
ary.” That will give members ample time
to spend Christmas and New Year’s at
home and get to Philadelphia in time to
meet with the Convention.

Mr. STEWART accepted the amendment.

Mr. DAvVIDN. WHITE. Imovetoamend,
by striking out all after the word “re-
solved,” and inserting the following :

#That when this Convention adjourn
to-morrow it adjourn to meet on Tuesday,
the third day of December.”’

Mr. MAcVEAGH. I have been hoping,
Mr. President, that this matter would not
be brought before the Convention to-day
because of the very limited number of
members here. Many are upon their way
here, to my knowledge, who expect to be
here to-morrow. They did not expect
that serious business would come before
the Convention, meeting, as it did, at
three o’clock. Now, if my recollection is
right, somebody said when that hour was
named that it would be for the announce-
ment of the committees. But there are
members who are not here whom I am
very sure we should have with us, or at
least afford them an opportunity of being
with us before we proceed with the con-
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sideration of this resolution. That seems
to me exceedingly desirable. Itisa mat-
ter of very considerable importance, and
certainly no harm can resalt—inasmuch
as the resolution only contemplates action
to-morrow—in letting it go over until to-
morrow. At the instance of gentlemen
about me I would therefore move that the
further consideration of the resolution be
postponed until to-morrow.

On the question, will the Convention
agree to the motion of Mr. MacVeagh?

The yeas and nays were required by
Mr. MacVeagh and Mr. D. N. White, and
were as follow, viz:

YEAS.

Messrs. Achenbach, Ainey, Andrews,
Baily, (Perry,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,)
Carter, Clark, Cochran, Darlington, De
France, Edwards, Ewing, Finney, Fulton,
Guthrie, Hay, Hazzard, Howard, Kaine,
Lamberton, Landis, Lawrence, M’Allis-
ter, MacConnell, M’Culloch, M’Murray,
MacVeagh, Mann, Mott, Patton, Purvi-
ance, John N., Reed, Andrew, Reynolds,
James L., Russell, Wherry, White, David
N., White, Harry, White, J. W. F. and
Meredith, Prestdent—39.

NAYS.

Messrs, Addicks, Armstrong, Bannan,
Barclay, Bartholomew, Beebe, Black,
Chas. A., Black, J. 8., Bowman, Boyd,
Brown, Buckalew, Campbell, Church,
Collins, Corbett, Curry, Davis, Dimmick,
Dodd, Ellis, Gilpin, Hanna, Harvey,
Hemphill, Horton, Lilly, Mantor, Minor,
Porter, Pughe, Purviance, Samuel A.,
Read, John R., Reynolds, S. H., Runk,
Sharpe, Simpson, Smith, H. G., Smith,
Henry W., Smith, W. H., Stanton, Stew-
art, Struthers, Temple, Turrell, Van Reed,
Walker, Wetherill, J. M., Wetherill, Jno.
Price and Wright—50.

So the question was determined in the
negative.

The question recurred on the amend-
ment of Mr. White.

Mr. MacVEAGH. Mr. President: I de-
sire the Convention to bear with me for a
few moments. I cannot forbear saying
that I trust the Convention will yet see
that it is wise to adopt this amendment.
It prevents an adjournment of six weeks;
it provides foran adjournment of ten days.
I do so because I am seriously impressed
with the necessity of our meeting now,
and as soon as possible organizing these
committees and going to work upon the
work of the committees. A very great
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proportion of the work of this Convention
will be done in its committees, at least a
very considerable portion of it, and now
it is proposed, after having met here as
briefly and for as little time as we have,
that we shall adjourn over for six weeks
without taking a single step, except the
appointment of our committees. - Nothing
whatever towards proceeding with the
work of this Convention has been done.
The committees have been appointed, the
work is to be assigned to them, and then
the Convention proposes to run away from
the work for a period of six weeks. I see
around me certain gentlemen here ‘who
have engagements that require their at-
tendance, that they are able and active
members of this body, and we cannot get
along without them; but they will have
engagements in January, and in Febru-
ary and in March. Some of them are not
here to-day. Some of them, I believe,
will be here to-morrow; but if not this
Convention must proceed with the work
given them to do, and not adjourn over
this long period of time. The idea in the
minds of members was to meet here, go
on with the preliminary work of the or-
ganization, then to secure the appoint-
ment of our committees, which has been
done, and then the committees would
meet under the sanction of the Conven-
tion and proceed with the work referred
to them by the Convention. Now if two
weeks be given to. work I have not the
slightest doubt that each committee will
be able to report the text of the portion
of the Convention referred to it. Then we
would be ready to go to work in Philadel-
phia in the body of the Convention; but
if we adjourn now who can tell, who can
even guess, when that work will be ready?
The committees can submit the text upon
which the majority of the committee shall
agree. The people would then know
something of what we proposeto do. We
could then receive from them suggestions
and give them that weight and thought
they would be entitled to, and give them
that weight in the body of the Convention
to which they would be entitled. But -
now, because it does not suit the conveni-
ence of gentlemen to remain here, we are
about to adjourn for six weeks. Already
our sessions have been so fragmentary and
few as to create remark, and justly so,
We met for forty-eight hours, and then
went away for a week almost, We came
back, and after a very brief session ad-
jouwrned again. Now we have met the
third time and propose to be in session a
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weeks, - What is therespeclal abotat Janu-
ary that enables us to @o committes work
better then than in Décdember? It issim-
ply a postponement because the Conven-
tion is composed of gentléemen of large

professional business interests that they .

think will require their attention nows;
but those interests will require the same
attention six weeks hence, and we are
simply postponing the work we were as-
signed to do. I cannot, therefote, forbear
entering my earnest ‘protest agamst this
long adjournment.

Mr. MANN. Mr. President: I rise sim-
ply to enter my protest, as earnestly as I
can, agamst the suicidal course gentlemen
propose to take. I'have already received
from prominent citizens outside of the
district I have the honot in part to repre-
sent, communications in which they make
mention of these repeated adjournments,
saying that they are already uneasy and
dxsappomted at the tampering course of
thls Convention.

" Now, just after we:have heard these
éommittees announced, it cannot be pos-
sible that the proposed adjoumment of
six weeks will have any other effect than
to dlssatlsfy the people much more. Are
we going to blast the objects' of this Con-
vention at the very outset? ’I‘here seéms
to be an entire indifference to the vome of

- the péople upon this question.

The only excuse I have heard for these
long adjournments’ is, that the wqu of
the Convention may be prepared in the
meanwhile, and that when we meet in
January we will be better prepared to go

-towork. I undertake to say, from the
lttle experience I have had in such mat-
ers, that ifswe adjourn until January we
will not make one step in advance during
the recess. 'The way to prepare .the work
of this’Convention is to go to work, and
the way to do that is to cominence now.
«Honest Horace Greeley '’ was somewhat
ridiculed during the last campaign for
having said that ‘“thé way to resume
specie payments was to resume;’ but
that -expression was true, nevertheless;
and the way to commence work is to begin
to work.

As the gentleman from Dauphin (Mr.
\dacVeagh) has said, we shall be no better
prepared for work’ in J anuary than now.
There will be the same obstacles then as
now, and we shall not have advanced one
step.

The adjournmeént of this Convention .

will adjourn all its committees, unless it
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day dnd a quarter and adjourn for six -

be" otie “or more which. happen to be
formed of delegates living in the same
section of the State. It would be impos-
aible for all the eommittees to meet in
eonsultation, and they will do absolutely
nothing.

The only way we can commence the
work is to call the committees together
and have the members interchange senti-
ments, Here -are already two or three
hundred different propositions, to be re-

‘ferred, under the direction of the Presi-

dent, to the different committees. These
are to be read—if there is any respect to
bé paid to reference—and considered by
the different committees. When? How?
If we adjourn to-morrow the chairmen of
committees will have these propositions;
the other members will know nothing
about-them. There can be no conference
or committee work in the proper sense
of the term. The chairmen may read
over the propositions, but the others will
have no information upon the subject,
and nothing whatever will be accom-
plished.

If we remain together the committees
can meet in the afternoon and evening;
and if the Convention meets but a single
hour in the morning an interchange can
be had on the different proposmons, and
we can make progress.

Here are one hundred and thlrtyathree
gentlemen, and-every one thinks he can
make a Constitution acceptable to the
people. I think I can. I'suppose the
feélings of other delegates are somewhat
similar to my own in this respect. But
before we can make a Constitution sixty-
seven delegates will have to agree; and
it will take a great deal of explanation
and argument ere gentlemen represent-
ing widely different interests can come to
an agreement. 1t mustbe so; there must
be a mingling together and an interchange
of views, and in no other way can we suc-
cessfully do the work assigned us.

‘What reason can be given for the long
delay in the business of the Convention
as proposed? Where is the intelligent
man that can be satisfied by any explana-
tion you may endeavor to give for this
unnecessary adjournment? Not a single
valid reason has been given yet; and for
that reason, if no other, it seems to me
that the majority of this Convention
should refuse to adjomrn and agree at
once to go to work.

. BuckaLEw. The usual time for
the meeting of deliberative bodies in this
State, after long experience, has been
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fixed early in. January, and I see no ob-
jection to fixing the permsanent sessions
of this body at the usual time, but there
was a reason‘for calling this body together
at an earlier day, and that reason was
connected entirely with its organization.

For my part I supported an early day for

calling the. Convention -together for that
reason and for that reason only. Now
when our organization is perfected it will
be perfectly proper that we adjourn to
meet at the usual time.

Mr., LAWRENCE.. Mr. Speaker: Iagree
very fully with my friend from Dguphin
(Mr. MacVeagh) and my friend from Pot-
ter (Mr. Mann) in reference to this ques-
tion. It appears to me that we are trifling
with this great question, and I am sure
the people agree with me. If we adjourn
to-morrow to meet in Philadelphia at the
time named in the resolution, and an

election were to be held next Tuesday to

send us here, or to declare whether there
will be amendments to the fundamental
law of the State, I venture to say that the
people would vote it down by an over-
whelming majority. I, too, have had
some experience here as well as the gen-
tleman who has just spokea. I know how
it has usually been when the Legislature
" meet here, for the first two or three weeks.
They do nothing for weeks, sometimes
nothing for a month or more, except to
meet and talk in public houses and wait
for the committees, Now, sir, we have
waited here two weeks, exercising this
christian virtue called patience, and we
have given you ample time to form your
committees according to your judgment,
knowing you had that judgment, and had
a desire to perform your duty with fidelity
to the people.. You have. to-day an-
neunced your committees through the
Clerk, . and I trust that although some
members may feel that they have not re-
ceived al your hands that recognition to
which they were entitled, yet wa all
agree that what you have done is for the
best. We have been here two weeks, and
tell me, any of you, what we have done
except thaf, through your Plesuient we
have orgamz,edvthese committees. °
The people have elected us for a specific
purpoge. We come here fo carry out that
purpose, which was. to change, modify or
amend, if you choose, the fundamental
law of the State. Now have we even
commenced that work? Yet we propose,
a8 my. friend says, to go home and stay
until the first Tuesday in January, losing
six weeks valuable time right in the

winter season when some .of us can Dbest,
afford to be here. I kniow there are some
gentlemen upon this floor with a large
practice—legal gentlemen—and you are
glad, as I was, that the people have elect-
ed these men of legal ability to help
change this fundamental law. I am glad
we are surrounded by so much legal tal-

‘ent. But the remark . of the gentleman
from Dauphin (Mr. MacVeagh) implied.

that these gentlemen are always employ-
ed, or some of them, and will be as fully
employed in January as now. Some of

us are differently situated. I am as anx- -

ious to be with my family as any gentle-

man on this floor I think. I have not’

seen them since I came here. I would be
glad- to be at home and take my dinner
with them on Thursday. But I know the

people have delegated to me a high duty

to perform, and I shall not allow my pri-
vate interests to clash with my public
ones. And I think that if gentlemen
do not know now they will Xnow here-
after that the people expect them to per-
form those duties with fidelity, and do
not expect them to run home every few
days to attend to some private interest.

There may be private duties that require,

to be attended to, and we are then willing
to give them leave of absence, as we have
to-day. But I say, right here now, on the
twenty-ﬁfth day of November, when we
are almost upon the. first of December,
and all comfortably situated and our com-
mittees formed, that it is a high duty we
owe to the people to engage in our work,
in our committees, and prepare these
amendments to the Constitution. If gen-
tlemen think otherwise they can vote to
adjourn. I shall, of course, have to sub-
mit, but I shall submit entering my pro-
test against it. 'What gentleman can now
go before the people and say he has been
performing his public duty here by voting
to adjourn until the seventh of January ?
I don’t know what I would say to my
people. They would say: ‘#We agreed

that you should meet in Harrisburg at a

certain time and perform this duty, and
we expeet you to perform it, or at least to
engage in it.”” As a gentleman said on
the floor the other day, and a very foreible
remark it was, we have performed this
duty so reluctantly, and progressed with
it 30 slowly that the people have become
discouraged, and in advanee have pre-
judged the case to vote down the product
of our labors.” I appeal to gentlemen

now, if they are determined to send us

home, that some of us are farmers, and
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that this is the best time, during the
month of December, for us to be here. But,
for my part, I would greatly prefer to
labor now until about the middle of next
month, and then we can go home and
meet in January. I voted against going
to Philadelphia because I have been many
long winters in Harrisburg, and have al-
'ways been treated with great kindness,
and feel much at home among the people
here. But as the majority have said they
will go to the great city of Philadelphia
I shall be glad to go with them. I am as
proud of that city as you are. But Isay
let us sit two or three weeks until we or-
ganize our comimittees and ascertain, a
least, what we are expected to do.

Mr. Boyn. Mr. President: T am very
much pained to learn that the people of
Dauphin are disappointed in their high
and perhaps just expectationsofthisangust
body. We have been informed that they
are already disappointed, if not disgusted,
from the fact that a Constitution has not
already been prepared. I am equally
pained to learn that my friend from Pot-
ter (Mr. Mann) is in the same situation,
and that his constituents are all disap-
pointed intheir expectations of this body.
And Ialsoam doubly,if not trebly, pained
to learn that the constituents of the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. Lawrence)
are overwhelmed with grief in the same
direction. After the overwhelming vote
that has been pronounced twice here to-
day upon this question, we occupying
back seats, of course very kindly submit
to rebukes that gentlemen are pleased to

ronounce upon those sitting here, who
voted so largely in the majority. Well,
sir, we can stand it. I am happy to in-
form you, sir, that the people of my
county (Montgomery)are delighted with
their representatives wupon this floor.
[Laughter.] They are rejoiced to know
that we are getting along well and brave-
ly. I have not been troubled with letters
from my constituents requesting me to
urge this Convention on to its duties. I
have been home, sir, since our last ad-
journment, and I have been treated with
the greatest satisfaction and delight, and
indeed a small rejoicing in my immedi-
ate vicinity, that we have so materially
and deliberately considered what we have
done. [Laughter.]

Now, then, an appeal has been made—
and I know it has been directed to me
personally—to furnish gentlemen with
reasons to give their constituénts why
something more has not been done. Now

DEBATES OF THE

I will tell them what to say. Haven't
we here in three days pulled the old Con-
stitution to pieces, and haven’t we sent
up to that desk materials out of which to
construct a new one? And is not cvery-
thing now in condition to go to work and
have these respective committees rig to-
gether the material that has been placed
there and put it in shape? I have no
doubt at all, even in the absence of those
distinguished gentlemen whom the dis-
tingunished member from Dauphin in-
formed us possessed such high ability,
and who cannot be here, or who must be
here else this body cannot move? By the
time we get back in January those dis-
tingunished gentlemen will probably get
through with their distinguished engage-
ments, and will be able to assist us in
putting together what appears now to be
an unseemly shape lying upon the Clerk’s
desk, and then, with their transcendant
ability, I have not heard their names,
they will be able to assist us in molding
things into shape, and we will be able to
vote upon anadjournment sine die. -‘Why,
sir, with the ability of such gentlemen in
embryo, and with the acknowledged
ability of two or three gentlemen upon
this floor to assist them, we have nothing
to do here upon the back seats but to vote
as they direct. [Laughter.]

Now, sir, I submit, with the distin-
guished gentleman from Columbia, (Mr.
Buckalew,) that there was wisdom in his
suggestion ; and you will excuse me, Mr.
President, if I take up time in discussing
questions of adjournment, because, it
seems to me, they are among the most
momentous subjects discussed in delibera-
tive bodies. There is so much time con-
sumed, and there is so large a draft upon
the talent of the body in discussing such
questions, that I may be pardoned, hav-
ing no ability, for occupying a few min-
utes. It seems to me we have been doing
work. I have been here every day; and
it is no small matter to sit here and listen
to two or three gentlemnen doing all the
talking. 1 have been exhausted. I have
been tired at night, after going around
and seeing different gentlemen of this
Convention, and conferring with them
and obtaining their views, and after going
around and obtaining other views in
aother directions and in other quarters.
[Laughter.] Until one and two o’clock
in the morning have I been kept up.
When I comein here in the morning 1
can hardly shy that sufficient rest has
been accorded me. We have been here
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day after day, and have become tolerably
well acquainted with each other in this
body; and I think, now, since the com-
mittees have been appointed, there is
nothing to do before the committees go to
work, and when they do get to work of
course they will perform their duties
with promptness and dispatch ; and when
that is done of course all the important
questions will come up for consideration.

Now, sir, of what avail is it to keep us
here? 'We have an adjournment, of
conrse, over Thursday. The week is
therefore gone. I believe the week after
the Electoral College meets in this hall to

* cast their votes for President and Vice
President of the United States. There is
another broken week. AndI1am credibly
informed—mnot by any distinguished gen-
tlemen who have cases to try in the
courts—but I am credibly informed that
it would be necessary for Mr. Selfridge
and the officers in charge of this hall to
have possession of it at least one week be-
fore Christmas, in order to prepare it for
the House of Representatives in January.
So that there will not be an uninterrupted
week between this and the first of Janu-
ary that we could occupy this Chamber
if we desired to go to work upon the Con-
stitution. I think, therefore, it is the
most sensible thing to adjourn, according
to this resolution, and I trust it will ecarry
by the same decisive vote that the pre-
liminary motion was carried, and that
we will not be subjected to any more lec-
tures by gentlemen who think we do not
do exactly as they would have us do.

Mr. DARLINGTON. Mr. President: If
the Convention will bear with me a
moment I promise not to detain them
long. I do not know that anything I can
say will be likely to change the views of
any gentleman here. Somehow or other
the views of gentlemen here seem to have
changed since the vote was taken the
other day. It was, sir, I think, the last
day we sat last week, if I am not mis-
taken, that this body determined, by a
very decided vote—some seventy-four to
thirty—that they would not adjourn over,
but would go on with the work.

Now, sir, there is not a majority of this
Convention here to vote one way for this
purpose. The seventy-four that the other
day refused to vote for this adjournment
are now reduced to thirty-eight ; but you
have got fifty in favor of it—seventeen less
than a majority of the Convention.

Now what I mean to suggest to thought-
tul gentlemen here is, that no decision

like this can well receive the sanction of
the whole body of one hundred and thir-
ty-three, as it ought to do, when it is
pressed upon our consideration in so thin
a house as this. A number of our breth-
ren are away attending to their business,
and will be here probably by to-morrow.
The answer, I know, to this is that they
ought to be here, and if we choose to vote
it down we can do so. I am aware of the
power that exists here. But as to the
right to do it—the propriety of doing it.
We are here a Convention of one hundred
and thirty-three gentlemen, justly sup-
posed to be among the thoughtful men of
the land, who can confer together, con-
sider the propositions of each other with
candor and fairness, and endeavor to form
a judgment which shall be satisfactory to
ourselves, at least, if we go_to work to do
it. Now, sir, when should this work be-
gin? I appeal to the thoughtful gentle-
men of this Convention—and in wusing
that expression I appeal to all, because I
have a right -to presume they are all
thoughtfuls men—whether we are per-
forming the duty that was assigned to us
by our constituents or the duty that we,
in our inner consciences, feel we ought to
perform. Iam hereno place hunter; Iam
here not in fear of any constituency, but
to perform the duty imposed upon me,
just as every other member is o perform
the duty devolving upon him, and he
must answer to his own conscience how
he discharges it. How are we prepared,
in consideration of our duty to ourselves,
to resolve upon an adjournment for six
weeks? 1Is it a sufficient answer to the
objection that there are gentlemen here
who have professional engagements else-
where? I might be supposed to be in fa-
vor of removing to Philadelphia; it is
very near my home, and I would be only
too well pleased to go there at the proper
time, where I can see my family. But,
sir, I am in for the war; I enlisted for the
war. I expected to fight it out upon this
line until the first of January, and I am
here for the purpose, as I said the other
day, of work. But still, if the majority
of my fellows say it is better for us to ad-
journ, I cheerfully submit. What I ob-
Jject to now, is that less than a majority of

‘the whole body are insisting upon ad-

journing, when less than two days ago we
decided we would not, by a very decided
vote.

It is suggested that these committees
can work in the absence of the Conven-
tion. I have had but little exporience
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in that, but I rather suppose we should
1ot be found working in the absence of
the Convention. If we get away it is be-
cause we have professional business to
attend to; that being of personal interest
to us would be maore likely to be attended
to by most of us than the public duty.
Nor do I apprehend that we should be
deterred from sitting here by the fact that
the Electoral College is to meet in this
building. It need not meet here. There
isaSenate Chamberamply large for them ;
they would not need to disturb us nor
would they. They always meet one day,
and end their sessions in a day or so. As
to taking time to fit up the hall, T suppose
we will all be willing to get away in time
for them to move these extra benchesand
have the room swept. We will try not to
leave the room dirty.

Now, again, I earnestly appeal to the
thoughtful men of this House whether we
are discharging the duty we owe to our-
selves by running away from it by reason
of our private affairs. For one, I came
here to attend to my public duties, and
not our private affairs; and I hope, if any
gentleman thinks his private affairs are
of more importance than these public
duties, which he may never be called
upon to attend to again, I hope he will
have leave of absence to attend to it; but
I hope he will not insist upon us all going
home because he has got private business.
That remark does not refer to any par-
ticular one, but to all who think their
private interests call them away.

Mr. CURTIN. Mr. President: This cer-
tainly is the proper place, and this is the
proper city for a Convention called to
amend the Constitution to work in, and
this is the proper hall for its sessions to sit
in. We are here by the Executive De-
partment, where all the members of this
Convention can have access for informa-
tion necessary and proper for our pro-
ceedings. We have the free use of the
best law library in the State, and with all
these facilities this is the proper place for
this Convention; and, as I understand it,
we have resolved to go to Philadelphia on
the first of January from necessity, be-
cause there is not a hall sufficiently com-
modious for the sessions of the Conven-
tion, and no accommodations for the
members in the city of Harrisburg during
the sessions of the Legislature. I certainly
will vote for the amendment to the reso-
lution, and will not give my vote for an
adjournment for 8o long a period.

Now it has been suggested in this dis-
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cussion that the committees can only act
in the presence of this body; that if they
aro once separated it would be impossible,
and the valuable time of this Convention
would be consumed by an adjournment.
Mr. President, we are in the presence of
of a public sentiment demanding reasona-
ble and judicious reforms to our organic
law, and it is not the language of flattery
to say that this Convention enjoys, in a
large measure, the confidence of the peo-
ple of the State. We can only justify the
expectation of the public as to what we
will do, and we can only retain the confi-
dence of the public by working patiently
until the work given us to do is per-
formed.

Mr. StampsoN. I believe, Mr. Presi-
dent, that I represent upon this floor as
intelligent a constituency asis reprosented
by any other delegate. I have beena
member of the legislative body, and I
know the difficulty of getting to work in
its inception. We are to-day, sir, for the
first time, in condition to begin the real
work of this Convention, and that work
must be done in the comimittees at the
commencement. Xvery measure that
comes before this body must first be di-
gested by the committee, examined into,
prepared and presented, first be discussed
here in committee of the whole and after-
wards in Convention. We now know to
what particular committees each member
of this body is assigned, and I take it,
with the intelligence I see around me,
and with my knowledge of the ability of
this Convention, that the time spent be-
tween now and January will be well
spent by the members in directing their
attention to the particular subjects re-
ferred to them, so that when they meect
in Philadelphia in January they will be
prepared to discuss the questions submit-
ted to them far better than in. the few
days intervening between now and next
Tuesday. The amendment is that when
we adjourn to-morrow we adjourn to meet
to-morrow week. One day will be
Thanksgiving day, and some gentlemen
will have some distance to travel to their
homes and return. What time will we
have in the interimm to study upon the
subjects committed? We have books and
Constitutions of the States that I desire to
examine upon the various questions that
will be submitted to me. You have
placed me upon two committees; I desire
to perform my duties intelligently and to
the satisfaction of the people I represent;
I shall strive so to do, but I want a little
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time. When I accepted the nomination
to this Convention I accepted it prepared
to leave all my private business and
serve the people faithfully and well; but
I want to be prepared to perform that
duty intelligently and faithfully, so that
when the reports of the committees that
I am upon come before this body they
will come not in a crade and unprepared
shape, but prepared so that the Conven-
tion will have little to do but pass upon
them except to vote ‘‘yea’ or “nay.”

Mr. HARRY WHITE moved thatthe Con-
vention do now adjourn.

On the question, will the Convention
agreee to the motion?

The yeas and nays were required by
Mr. MacVeagh and Mr. Harry White, and
were as follow, viz ;

YEAS.

Messrs. Achenbach, Ainey, Andrews,
Baily, (Perry,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,)
Buckalew, Carter, Cochran, Curtin, Dar-
lington, De France, Edwards, Ewing, Ful-
ton, Guthrie, Hay, Hazzard, Horton,
Howard, Kaine, Lamberton, Lawrence,
M’ Allister, MacConnell, M’Culloch, M’-
Murray, MacVeagh, Mann, Mott, Pat-
terson, D. W., Purviance, John N., Reed,
Andrew, Reynolds, James L., Russell,
Smith, H. G., Wetherill, John Price,
Wherry, White, David N., White, Harry,
White, J. W. F. and Meredith, President—
41.

NATYS.

Messrs. Addicks, Armstrong, Bannan,
Barclay, Bartholomew, Beebe, Biddle,
Black, Charles A., Black, J. 8., Bowman,
Boyd, Brown, Campbell, Church, Clark,
Collins, Corbett, Curry, Davis, Dimmieck,
Dodd, Elliott, Ellis, Fell, Finney, Gilpin,
Hanna, Harvey, Hemphill, Landis, Lilly,
Mantor, Minor, Patton, Porter, Pughe,
Purviance, Samuel A., Read, John R.,
Reynolds, S. H., Runk, Sharpe, Simpson,
Smith, Henry W., Smith, W. H., Stanton,
Stewart, Struthers, Temple, Turrell, Van
Reed, Walker, Wetherill, J., M. and
Wright—53.

So the question was determined in the
negative.

The question recurred on the amend-
ment.

Mr. MAcCoNNELL. Mr. President : It
seems to mne, before the Convention ad-
journs, whether for three or six weeks, it
would be well for us to take time to let
the committees come together; let them
see one another ; let them, as it were, or-
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ganize and get intoa shape for doing com-
mittee work. It seems to me that would
be reasonable and proper, and should
commend itself to the consideration of
thoughttul men of the Convention, and
that includes all the gentlemen in the
Convention. I rise, therefore, if it isin
order, to move to strike out the words
“to-morrow,’”’ and insert ¢“next Wednes-
day;” that will give us to-morrow. The
chairmen of the various committees can
call the committees together. Let us get
together; let us see one another; let us
talk a little while, at least; let us see
what we are going to do, and let the vari-
ous committees make arrangements as to
what eachh member isto turn his attention
to. It does seem to me that would be an
advisable course.to pursue. If in order
I move the amendment.

The PRESIDENT. It will be in order
after the question is taken on the present
amendment. :

Mr. EwiNng., Mr. President: I shall
vote against the amendment offered by
my colleague from Allegheny, (D. N.
‘White,) because I am opposed to all ad-
journments. I do not want to stay over
four or five days more in Harrisburg to
meet only a day or two more.

On the question, will the Convention
agree to the amendment offered by Mr.
D. N. White?

The yeas and nays were required by
Mr. D. N. White and Mr. Ewing, and
were as follow, viz:

YEAS.

Messrs. Achenbach, Ainey, Andrews,
Baily, (Perry,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,)
Carter, Cochran, Darlington, De France,
Edwards, Fulton, Hay, Hazzard, Hor-
ton, Howard, Kaine, Lamberton, Lan-
dis, Lawrence, M’Allister, M’Culloch,
M'Murray, MacVeagh, Mann, Purvi-
ance, John N., Read, John R., Reed,
Andrew, Reynolds, James L., Russell,
‘Wherry, White, David N., White, Harry,
and White, J. W. ¥.—383.

NAYS.

Messrs, Addicks, Armstrong, Bannan,
Barclay, Bartholomew, Beebe, Biddle,
Black, Charles A., Black, J. 8., Bowman,
Boyd, Brown, Buckalew, Campbell,
Church, Clark, Collins, Corbett, Curry,
Curtin, Davis, Dimmick, Dodd, Ellis,
Ewing, Fell, Finney, Gilpin, Guthrie,
Hanna, Harvey, Hemphill, Lilly, M’Con-
nell, Mantor, Minor, Mott, Patterson,
D. W., Patton, Porter, Pughe, Purviandae,
Samuel A., Reynolds, 8. H., Runk,
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Sharpe, Simpson, Smith, H. G., Smith,
Henry W., Smith, W, H., Stanton, Stew-
art, Struthers, Temple, Turrell, Van Reed,
‘Walker, Wetherill, J. M., Wetherill, Jno.
Price, Wright and Meredith, President—
60,

So the guestion was determined in the
negative.

Mr. MacCoNNELL moved to amend, by
striking out the word ¢to-morrow,” and
inserting ‘“next Wednesday.”

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. J. W. F. WHITE moved- to amend,
by striking out all after the word “re-
solved,’”” and inserting the following :

#That the Convention will remain in
gession at Harrisburg, without adjourning
more than two days at any one time, un-
til the 20th day of next December, when
it will adjourn to meet in Philadelphia on
Tuesday, the 7th day of January follow-
ing.”

On the question, will the Convention
agree to the amendment ?

The veas and nays were required by Mr.
D. N. White and Mr. D. W, Patterson, and
were as follow, viz:

YEAS,.

Messrs, Achenbach, Ainey, Andrews,
Baily, (Perry,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,)
Bowman, Carter, Curtin, Darlington, De
France, Edwards, Ewing, Fulton, Guthrie,
Hay, Hazzard, Heverin, Horton, Howard,
Kaine, Lamberton, Landis, Lawrence,
M Allister, M’Clean, MacConnell, M’Cul-
" loch, MacVeagh, Mann, Mott, Patterson,
D. W., Purviance, John N., Read, John
R., Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, James L.,
Russell, Smith, H. G,, Wherry, White,
David N., White, Harry, White, J, W. F.
and Meredith, President—42.

NAYS.

Messrs, Addicks, Armstrong, Bannan,
Barclay, Bartholomew, Beebe, Biddle,
Black, Charles A., Black, J. S., Boyd,
Brown, Buckalew, Campbell, Church,
Clark, Cochran, Collins, Corbett, Curry,
Davis, Dimmick, Dodd, Elliott, Ellis, Fell,
Finney, Gilpin, Hanna, Harvey, Hemp-
hill, Lilly, M’Murray, Mantor, Minor,
Parsons, Paiton, Porter, Pughe, Purvi-
ance, Samuel A., Reynolds, S. H., Runk,
Sharpe, Simpson, Smith, Henry W.,
Smith, W. H., Stanton, Stewart, Struth-
ers, Temple, Turrell, Van Reed, Walker,
Wetherill, J. M., Wetherill, John Price
and Wright—55.

‘So the question was determined in the
negative.
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Mr. JosEpH BAILy moved that the Con-
vention do now adjourn.

On the question, will the Convention
agree to the motion ?

The yeas and nays were required by
Mr. Jos. Baily and Mr. D. N. White, and
were as follow, viz

YEAS.

Messrs. Achenbach, Ainey, Andrews,
Baily,(Perry,)Bailey,(Huntingdon, ) Bow-
man, Buckalew, Carter, Cochran, Curry,
Curtin, Darlington, DeFrance, Bdwards,
Ewing, Finney, Fulton, Guthrie, Hanna,
Hazzard, Horton, Howard, Kaine, Lam-
berton,Lawrence, M’ Allister, MacConnell,
M’Culloch, M’Murray, MacVeagh, Mann,
Mott, Patterson, D. W., Purviance, John
N., Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, James L.,
Russell, Smith, ¥. G., Wherry, White,
David N., White, Harry, White, J. W.F.
and Meredith, President—43.

NAYS.

Messrs. Addicks, Armstrong, Bannan,
Barclay, Bartholomew, Beebe, Biddle,
Black, Charles A., Black, J. 8., Boyd,
Brown, Campbell, Church, Clark, Collins,

Jorbett, Davis, Dimmick, Dodd, Ellis,
Fell, Gilpin, Harvey, Hemphill, Landis,
Lilly, Mantor, Minor, Patton, Porter,
Pughe, Purviance, Samuel A., Read, Jno.
R., Reynolds, S. H., Runk, Sharpe, Simp-
son, Smith, Henry W., Smith, W. .,
Stanton, Stewart, Struthers, Temple, Tur-
rell, Van Reed, Walker, Wetherill, J. M.,
Wetherill, Jno. Price and Wright—49.

So the questionwas determined inthe
negative.

Mr. BoyD called the previous quetion.

The call was seconded by Messrs. Cor-
bett, Addicks, Lilly, Simpson, Barclay,
Turrell, Fell, Stanton, Church, S. H. Rey-
nolds, Hanna, Sharpe, Stewart, Bartholo-
mew, Dimmick, Runk, J. S. Black, H.
W. Smith and W. H. Smith.

On the question, shall the main question
be now put ?

The yeas and nays were required by
Mr. Harry White and Mr. D. W. Patter-
son, and were as follow, viz:

YEAS.
Messrs, Addicks, annan, Barclay,

Bartholomew, Beebe, Biddle, Black, Chas.
A., Black, J. 8., Boyd, Brown, Campbell,
Church, Collins, Corbett, Dimmick, Dodd,
Fell, Finney, Gilpin, Hanna, Harvey,
Hemphill, Lilly, Mantor, Minor, Patton,
Porter, Pughe, Purviance, Samuel A.,
Reynolds, S. H., Runk, Sharpe, Simpson,
Smith, Henry W., Smith, W. H., Stan-
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ton, Stewart, Struthers, Turrell, Van
Reed, Walker, Wetherill, J. M. and
Wright—43.

NAYS.

Messrs. Achenbach, Ainey, Andrews,
Baily, (Perry,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,)
Bowman, Buckalew, Carter, Clark, Coch-
ran, Curry, Curtin, Darlington, Davis,
Do France, Ellis, Edwards, Ewing, Ful-
ton, Guthrie, Hay, Hazzard, Horton,
Howard, Kaine, Lamberton, Tandis,
Lawrence, M’Allister, MacConnell, M’-
Murray, MacVeagh, Mann, Mott, Patter-

)

son, D. W,, Purviance, John N., Read,
John R., Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, James
L., Russell, Smith, H. G., Temple, Weth-
erill, John Price, Wherry, White, David
N., White, Harry, White, J. W. F. and
Moredith, President—A48.

So the question was determined in the
negative.

Mr. JoEN PricE WETHERILL nioved
that the Convention do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to, and the
Prestdent adjourned the Convention until
ten o’clock to-morrow morning.
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NINTH DAY.

TUEsDAY, November 26, 1872.

The Convention met at ten o’clock A.
M., pursuant to adjournment, the Presi-
dent, Hon. Williamm M. Meredith, in the
Chair.

Prayer was offered by Mr. Curry, a
member of the Convention.

The Journal of yesterday was read and
approved.

Messrs. Niles, Elliott, Baer, Church and
Beebe obtained leave of absence for a few
days.

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.

Mr. D. W. PaTTERSON. Mr. Presi-
dent: I rise to a question of privilege.
The State Journal of to-day says that D.
W. Patterson yesterday offered a resolu-
tion requiring every voter to votean open
ballot with his name endorsed upon the
back. That is my name, but I offered no
such resolution, nor am I in favor of any
amendment of that kind. Indeed, I
think the policy of that resolution would
be a step backwards in reform.

PRINTING.

Mr. HaANNA offered the following reso-

ution, which was twice read :

Resolved, That the Clerk of this Con-
vention be instructed to have printed and
bound in such form as shall be conveni-
ent for the members, five hundred copies
of the rules of the Convention, with the
names of the officers and members of the
Convention, with their post office address,
together with the standing committees of
the Convention and the names of the
members thereof.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President: A resolu-
tion passed this House some days ago au-
thorizing the printing of a thousand cop-
ies of the rules of this Convention, a copy
of which has been given, I believe, to
every member. The printer informed
me that he only printed two hundred
copies in that shape, expecting that the
Convention would make some other or-
der, perhaps in regard to the form, or
have some additions made to it.

Now, sir, if this resolution is passed in
that shape, why there will be two orders

out for printing these rules. 1f the gen-
tleman will modify his resolution so as to
take up the other one and not have two
sets of rules printed I am perfectly con-
tent.

Mr. HANNA. I am informed that only
about one hundred and fifty copiesof the
rules ordered by the Convention have
been supplied. The object of this resolu-
tion is not only to supply the members
with a copy of the rules, but to turnish a
convenient book of reference, to contain
the names of members and officers, and
their post-office addresses, and the names
of the members of the different standing
Committees. Theruleshave been printed
and laid upon our desks this morning, it
is true, but that is in an inconvenient
shape, and will be lost. This is merely
to provide us with a pocket directory. It
would be a matter of convenience for us
personally to have such a pocket directory
for ready reference.

Mr. Haxwna modified his resolution, by
adding, “Prowvded, That the further opera-
ion of the order heretofore made for
printing the rules be suspended.”

On motion of Mr. Harry White the fol-
lowing proviso was added : ’

¢ Provided further, That the same shall
not cost more than twenty cents a piece.””

Mr. Dopp moved to amend, by striking
out the last proviso and adding, ¢ Pro-
vided further, That the printing referred
to be done by the State Printer, at rates
not exceeding those provided by existing
laws,”

Mr. RussELL moved that the subject be
referred to the Committee on Printing.

The motion was agreed to.

REPORTING.

Mr. Hay, from the Committee on Ac-
counts and Expenditures, made report
from the committee, as follows:

¢ That it has had in careful consideration
the resolution referred to it onthe 20th in-
stant, directing it to report ‘what is the
proper amount of compensation to be paid
to a stenographer and his assistants;’ and
that the sum of $1 40 per thousand ems
would be the proper amount of compensa~
tion to be paid to a stenographer and as-
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sistants for reporting the debates and pro-
ceedings of the Convention, which sum
should include all stationery and other
materials used by them in doing the work,
and that there shall be no allowance for
adjournments or any other or further comni-
pensation whatever; the said stenogra-
pher to furnish fairly written, legible
printer’s copy of the full proceedings and
debates of each day in time to.have the
same printed and laid upon the delegate’s
desks at the opening of the session of the
next succeeding day ; and further, that no
regponses to resolutions of inquiry of the
Convention, letters, petitions, memorials
or remonstrances should be included in
the said reporting, unless by the special
order of the Convention.

«And the comimittee, therefore, reports
for the action of the Convention the fol-
lowing resolutions:

¢« Resolved, That the compensation of the
official reporter of the Convention, includ-
ing the services of his assistants, for re-
porting the full debates and proceedings
of the Convention, be and the same is
hereby tixed at one dollar and forty
cents per thousand ems; that the said
sum shall include the cost of all stationery
and other materialsused in doing the work,
and that the said reporter shall furnish
fairly written, legible printer’s copy of the
said debates and proceedings of each day,
in time to have the same printed and laid
upon the delegates’ desks at the opening
of the session of the following day.

¢ Resolved, That no responses from any
of the departments or other sources, to
resolutions of inquiry of the Convention,
letters, petitions, memorials or remon-
strances shall be included in the said re-
porting, unless by the special order of the
Convention.”

The first resolution was read a second
time.

Mr. HArRRY WHITE. Thismay be very
intelligent to the Committee on Accounts
and Expenditures; it doubtless is. I sim-
ply want to vote intelligently. Thisques-
tion of the compensation per thousand
ems is doubtless the right principle. 1
would very much like to know from the
Chairman of that committee what it will
likely cost per page of the size of the Con-
gressional Globe or Legtislative Journal. 1
I have no idea upon the subject.

Mr. Hay. I can inform the gentleman
that the committee did make a calcula-
tion as to what the reporting would cost
per page, the size of the Congressional
Qlobe or of the Illinois Debates, and based
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upon the information which they obtained
from the ditfferent reporters whoare in the
city. 'We are informed that one of those
pages eontains about seven thousand eis,
which, at the rate the committee has re-
ported, would be $9 80 per page. The
Illinois Convention paid for the same re-
porting $2 20 per thousand ems. The
committee have reported a reduction of
about fifty per eent. upon the price paidto
the reporters of the Illinois Convention.
‘We are informed, also, that the price paid
for the reporting of the New York Con-
vention was $1 60 per thousand cmis, so
that the price reported by this committee
is Iess than the price paid in both of those
States. In Illinois the reporters were
also additionally paid for all adjourn-
ments of the Convention at the rate of $50
per day, which was an allowance for
keeping their corps of reporters together
during adjournments. This committee
have reported that no such allowance shall
be made. The reporters in the Illinois
Convention were also allowed stationery
and materials used in making their re-
ports. The committee has considered it
advisable that the price paid tothe official
reporter of this Convention should not in-
clude any stationery, and that he should
receive no other compensation whatever
than that which is regulated by the quan-
tity of the matter which he furnishes. Ibe-
lieve that the compensation which hasbeen
reported by the committee is a moderate
compensation and yet a fair one. The
committee did not deem it proper to re-
port the least possible sum for which the
reporting could be done, unless such re-
porting could be done by really compe-
tent reporters. We believed that if the
reports are made at all they should be
good reports, While the sum we have
reported may not possibly be the least
sum for which the reporting can be done,
still we believe it is the least price for
which competent. reporters are willing to
work.

Mr. FuNck. Mr, President : No resolu-
tion has yet passed this House in favor of
reporting and printing the debates of this
Convention. The other day, when that
guestion was up, I committed myself as
little as possible upon the question; my
desire was to get informatiom. I have
since satisfied myself that the expense
will be out of all proportion to the value
of the work. Therefore, for the purpose
of testing the sense of the Convention, I
move to lay the resolution upon the table.
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On the question, will the Convention
agree to the motion?

The yeas and nays were required by
Mr. Stanton and Mr. Hanna, and were as
follow, viz:

YEAS.

Messrs. Addicks, Ainey, Andrews, Bar-
clay, Bartholomew, Beebe,Biddle, Brown,
Church, Collins, Corbett, Darlington, Da-
vis, Dimmick, Fell, Funck, Hanna, Har-
vey, Hopkins, Lamberton, Landis, Law-
renee, Lilly, Long, M’Culloch, MacVeagh,
Mann, Minor, Patton, Pughe, Reynolds,
James L., Runk, Russell, Sharpe, Smith,
Henry W., Smith, W. H., Stewart, Tur-
rell, Van Reed, Walker, Wetherill, John
Price, White, David N., White, Harry,
Woodward, Wright and Meredith, Presi-
dent—46.

NAYS.

Messrs. Achenbach, Armstrong, Baily,
(Perry,)Bailey,(Huntingdon)Baker,Ban-
nan, Black, Chas A., Bowman, Boyd, Brod-
head, Buckalew, Campbell, Carey, Clark,
Cochran,Corson, Curry, Cuyler, DeFrance,
Dodd, Dunning, Edwards, Ellis, Bwing,
Finney, Fulton, Gilpin, Guthrie, Hall,
Hay, Hazzarde Hemphill, Horton, How-
ard, Hunsicker, Kaine, M’Allister, M’Ca-
mant, MacConnell, M’Murray, Mantor,
Mott, Patterson, D. N., Patterson, T. H.
B., Porter, Purman, Purviance, John N.,
Read, John R., Reed, Andrew, Reynolds,
8. H., Simpson, Smith, H. G., Stanton,
Struthers, Temple, Wetherill, J. M,
Wherry and White, J. W. ¥.—60.

So the question was determined in the
negative.

The question recurred on the adoption
of the first resolution.

Mr. CocHRAN. Mr. President: I wish
to make a very few remarks upon this
subject, because I am aware that there is
an apparent inconsisteney in my course in
regard to it. I voted upon a former occa-
sion against the official reporting of the
proceedings of this Convention, and my
views and opinions upon that subject are
not changed this morning; therefore I
voted against the indefinite postponement
of this resolution. I believe, myself, that
in this day individual enterprise isalways
anxious to see where its interests lie; and
if it was believed that the reports of this
Counvention would pay the cost of publica-
tion, the moment the thonght of reporting
the Convention by itself was out of the
way, individaals would be found to enter
upon this work and_to do it, and under

that conviction I voted against ofiicial
reporting. I am of opinion, too, that if
those reports are not of so much interest
as that, it is not worth while to report
them at all. But the Convention at that
time passed a resolution requiring their
Committee on Accountsand Expenditures
to report what would be the proper com-
pensation of a stenographer, who should
be the official reporter of its proceedings.
That committee took this matter into con-
sideration, and have considered it as fully
and impartially as they were able to do
under the circumstances. They have
arrived at a conclusion which, according
to my judgment, is as nearly fair, proper
and just, without being too liberal and
extravagant, as they could reach under
those circumstances.

T do not wish to defeat this resolution
by a side blow. I wish the Convention
to determine whether or not they will payv
this compensation and appoint an official
reporter. So far asIam individually con-
cerned, and entirely in consistency with
my views, I shall vote that this is a proper
compensation, but shall not by that vote
commit myself in any way to the appoint-
ment of an official reporter of this body.
If the body then vote to have an official
reporter they will do it without my vote;
but T simply indicate, by voting for this
resolution, that the compensation here
fixed is as nearly a proper compensation
for the services to be rendered as it is pos-
sible for us to attain, at least with our
present light, and I must say that we had
the views and opinions of gentlemen of
intelligence, who were fully acquainted
with this subject, and who came before
the committee with what seemed to me a
candid spirit and desire to give us their
best judgment in the premises.

Mr. T. H. B. PATTERsON offered the
following amendment, which was agreed
to:

# Provided further, That no discussions
on questions of order or adjournment shall
be reported or printed among the de-
bates.”

Mr. LiLLy offered the following amend-
ment:

« Provided further, That nothing shall be
reported by the official reporter not ac-
tually said in debate upon the floor of the
Convention.”

Mr. LiLuy. T offer that because of the
absence of the gentleman from Allegheny,
(Mr. Purviance,) who offered such an
amendment to the original resolution re-
ferred to the Committee on Accouunts. It
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is nsual, I understand, for persons to get
up on the floor of such bodies and say a
few words, and then go to the reporter
and write out a speech that will cover
two or three pages of the Debates of the

Convention. Now I want to prevent
that. I don’t want tosee them alter their

speeches in that way ; 1 want them to be
reported exactly as they talk here.

Mr. HAY. I call the attention of the
gentleman to the fact that the Convention
has already taken such order as that indi-
cated inhisamendment. Theresolutionre-
ferred to the Committee on Accounts and
Expenditures was amended, on motion of
Mr. Purviance, so as to add that ‘such
report shall be limited to speeches and
discussions actually made and delivered
in the body of the Convention.” It seems
to me the amendment is unnecessary.

Mr. LiLLy. It is not in the resolution
before the House. I understood that it
was considered in the committee, and
they thought the committee had no right
to report upon anything but the actual
cost of the reporting, and that was all
they intended fo report. It can do no
harm to adopt this amendment at this
time.

Mr. Hay. The commitiee was not di-
rected to report upon anything except the
proper amount to be paid a stenographer
and his assistants. The only thing, it
seems to me, now properly before the
Convention is the question of the proper
amount of compensation to be paid to the
official reporter and his assistants. It is
not whether there shall be an official re-
port made, but whether the amount re-
ported is a proper compensation in case
the reports are ordered.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. RussELL moved to amend, by add-
ing the following :

¢ Provided further, That no one shall be
clected official reporter except one who
will give it his personal attention.”

On the question, will the Convention
agree to the amendment ?

The yeas and nays were required by
Mr. Harry White and Mr. David N.
White, and were as follow, viz:

YEAS.
Messrs, Addicks, Andrews, Armstrong,
Baker, Bartholomew, Beebe, Biddle,

Bowman, Boyd, Brown, Carey, Carter,
Collins, Corson, Curry, Darlington, Davis,
De France, Dunning, Edwards, Ewing,
Fell, Finney, Fulton, Funck, Gilpin,
Hanna, Harvey, Hazzard, Horton, How-
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ard, Knight, Lawrence, Lilly, Long,
MacConnell M'Culloch, M'Murray, Mac-
Veagh, Mann, Mantor, Minor, Mott, Pat-
terson, D. N., Patterson, T. H. B., Porter,
Purviance, John N., Reynolds, James L.,
Runk Russell, Sharpe, Smith, Henry W.,
Stanton, Struthers, Turrell, Van Reed,
‘Walker, Wetherill, John Price, White,
David N., White, Harry, White, J. W. F.,
Woodward, Wright and Meredith, Presi-
dent—064.

NAYS. ‘

Messrs. Achenbach, Bailey, (Perry,)
Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Bannan, Black,
Charles A., Brodhead, Buckalew, Camp-
bell, Church, Clark, Cochran, Corbett,
Curtin, Cuyler, Dodd, Ellis, Gowen,
Guthrie, Hall, Hay, Hemphill, Hopkins,
Hunsicker, Kaine, Lamberton, Landis,
M’ Allister, M’Camant, Patton, Pughe,
Purman, Read, John R., Reed Andrew,
Reynolds, S. H., Ross, Simpson, Smith,
W. H., Temple, Wetherill, J. M., Wherry
and Worrell—41.

So the question was determined in the
affirmative.

Mr. BRODEEAD moved to amend, by
adding the following:

« Provided further, That the reports of
committees and other written matter sub-
mitted to the Convention shall not be
paid for as reported matter.”

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. HARRY WHITE moved to amend,
by adding the following :

¢ Provided further, That before the re-
porter elect shall enter upon his duties
the Committee on Accounts and Expen-
ditures shall make and report to the Con-
vention a written contract with him, in
pursuance of the terms of the report of
the Cominittee on Accounts and Expen-
ditures,”

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr, MANN., Mr. President : This reso-
lution reported from the committee has
now been so amended that it is very ditf-
cult to understand its clear import. It
seems to me that it would be proper to
have a little better understanding of it,
and that we may see whether we really
desire this resolution as originally report-
ed by the committee, and altered on the
spur of the moment. I move that we go
into committee of the whole for the pur-
pose of restoring the original resolution as
reported from the committee.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair isof opinion
that the committee of the whole wonld
not have power to do that.
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Mr. MANN. That is the practice in or-
dinary parliameniary bodies. Isounder-
stand it-—thet it is competent for this Con-
vention to go into committee of the whole
for a special purpose.

Mr. Harry WaIteE. My friend, with
all deference to his large parliamentary
experience, is certainly in error about
going into committee of the whole on a
resolution.

Mr. ManNN withdrew his motion.

Mr. Hu~NsicKER moved to refer the
whole question back to the committee.

The motion was not agreed to.

The first resolution, as amended, was
then agreed to.

The second resolution was read and
was not agreed to—the substance thereof
having been added to the first resolution.

Mr. WHERRY offered the following reso-
lution, which was twice read :

Resolved, That the Convention proceed
to eleet, viva voce, one official stenographio
reporter, in accordance with the resolution
reported by the Committee on Accounts
and Expenditures and adopted by the
Convention.

On the question, will the Convention
adopt the resolution ?

The yeas and nays were required by
Mr. D. N. White and Mr. Cochran, and
were as follow, viz :

YEAS.

Messrs. Achenbach, Addicks, Arm-
strong, Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Baker,
Bannan, Bartholomew, Beebe, Bowman,
Boyd, Brodhead, Brown, Buckalew,
Campbell, Carter, Clark, Corson, Curtin,
Cuyler, Darlington, Davis, De France,
Dodd, Edwards, Ellis, Ewing, Finney,
Gilpin, Gowen, Guthrie, Hall, Harvey,
Hay, Hazzard,Hemphill, Horton,Howard,
Hunsicker,” Kaine, Long, M Allister, M'~
Camant, M’Connell, M’Murray, Mantor,
Minor, Mott, Patterson, D. N., Patterson,
T. H. B.,, Porter, Purman, Purviance,
John N., Read, John R., Sharpe, Simp-
son, Smith, H. G., Smith, W, H., Stanton,
Struthers, Temple, Turrell, Wetherill, J.
M., Wherry, White, J. W. F., and Wor-
rell—65.

NAYS.

Messrs. Ainey, Andrews, Baily, (Perry,)
Biddle, Black, Charles A., Carey, Church,
Cochran, Collins, Corbett, Curry, Dim-
mick, Dunning, Fell, Fulton, Funck,
Hanna, Hopkins, Knight, Lamberton,
Landis, Lawrence, Lilly, M’Culloch, Mac
Veagh, Mann, Patton, Pughe, Reed, An-
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drew, Reynolds, James L., Reynolds, S.
H., Ross, Runk, Russell, Smith, Henry
W.,, Stewart, Van Reed, Walker, Wether-
ill, John Price, White, David N., White,
Harry, Woodward, Wright and Meredith,
President—44.

So the question was determined in the
affirmative.

The PrESIDENT announced that nomi-
nations would now be received.

Mr. Joun N. Purvianck nominated
Charles Flowers.

Mr. BARTHOLOMEW nominated the firm
of Mason & Martin as official steno-
graphers.

The Convention refused to receive the
nomination of a firm, as the resolution
only provided for the election of onc
stenographer.

Mr. BARTHOLOMEW withdrew the name
of the firm of Mason & Martin, and nomi-
nated A. M. Martin.

Myr. COYLER nominated Mr. D. F. Mur-
phy.

Mr. HaNNA nominated Alexander J.
M’Cleary, of Philadelphia.

On motion of Mr. Temple the nomina-
tions closed, and the Convention pro-
ceeded to vote for the candidates nomi-
nated, with the following result:

FIRST BALLOT.

D. F. Murphy..cecovevee soversensieaens 46 votes.

Chas, FIOWerIS..ccvier corvvierns covaens 30 ¢

A. M. Martin............. reeenesansenuen 24 @

AL J.MCleary e cvvrsssronns [
SECOND BALLOT.

Chas. FIOWETrS ..ucveee vevennes secriaes. 43

D. F. Murphy . e B2 4

A M, Martin. e vevenes veveeenn 15
THIRD BALLOT.

D. F. Murphy ... cocoeeeur cevevenes conns 58

Chas. Flowers.. . O Y S

D. ¥. Murphy having received a ma-
jority of all the votes cast was declared
elected stenographer for the Convention.

Mr. BuokaLEw offered the following
resolution, which was twice read and
adopted :

Resolved, That the acting reporters be
continued until the meeting of the Con-
vention in Philadelphia.

RESOLUTIONS.

Mr. Ka1INE offered the following resolu-
tion, which was twice read and adopted :

Resolved, That the Committee on Ac-
counts report by to-morrow the account
of said members for stationery, postage
and contingent expenses and mileage for
one session, according to the provisions of
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the act of Assembly convening this Con-
vention.

Mr. Hay oftered the following resolu-
tion, which was twice read and adopted :

Resolved, That the delegates furnish to
the Clerk a statement of their respective
places of residence, with the distance of
the same from Harrisburg, for the use of
the Committee on Aeccounts and Expendi-
tures of the Convention.

Mr. WHERRY offered the following reso-
lution, which was twice read and adopted :

Resolved, That the Constitution of this
Commonwealth, the act of Assembly au-
thorizing a popular vote on the question
of amending the Constitution, the act of
April 11, 1872, to provide for calling a Con-
vention to amend the Constitution of the
State, and the returns of the election held
under the first mentioned act be prefixed
to the Journal of this Convention.

Mr. WHERRY offered the following
resolution, which was twice read :

Resolved, That the Secretary of the
Commonwealth be requesied to furnish
the Secretary of this Convention with a
certified statement of the number of votes
given in each county for and against a

Jonvention at the general election in the
year 1871,

Mr. WoopwaRD offered the following
resolution, which was read and laid on
the table :

Resolved, That the rules be amended, by
adding the following, to be Rule XL

“That after the reading of the Journal
each day the Secretary shall call the roll
of members, note the absentees, and pub-
lish their names in two daily newspapers
of opposite politics.”

Mr. WoRRELL offered the following
resolution, which was read and referred
to the Committee on Judiciary :

Resolved, That all the courts of the
Commonwealth shall adopt and publish
rules for the orderly transaction of busi-
ness, having regard, as far as practicable,
to the chronology, the suit or issue, or
prosecution or indictment.

Mr. M’CamanTt offered the following
resolutions, which were read and referred
to the Committee on Industrial Interests
and Labor:

Resolved, That the Legislature shall
prohibit the employment of children un-
der the age of twelve years in any mine,
breaker or manufactory in the State.

Resolved, That eight hours shall consti-
tute a legal day’s work, and that the Leg-
islature shall prohibit, by penalty, any in-
dividual, firm or corporation discharging
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an employee for refusing to work longer
hours; and that all laborers and mechan-
ics employed by the State, or by any
county, city,township or borough, on con-
tracts or otherwise, shall conforin to these
hours, and shall receive the same com-
‘pensation therefor as for ten hours’ labor.

Mr. M’ALLISTER offered the following
resolution, which was read and referred
to the Committee on Judiciary :

Resolved, That the Committee on Ju-
diciary be instructed to inquire into the
expediency of so amending the second
section of the fifth article of the Constitu-
tion that the president judges of the sev-
eral courts of common pleas shall hold
their offices for the term of fifteen years,
and shall not be re-eligible.

Mr. H. W. SmrTH offered the following
resolution, which was referred to the
Committee on Judiciary :

Resolved, That the second section of the
fifth article of the Constitutionbe changed
to read as follows :

The judges of the several courts shall
hold their offices during good behavior,
but for any reasonable cause which shall
not be sufficient ground of impeachment
the Governor may remove any of them
on the address of two-thirds of each branch
of the Legislature. The judges shall re-
ceive for their services an adequate com-
pensation, to be fixed by law, which shall
be neither increased nor diminished dur-
ing their continuance in office; the Gov-
ernor shall nominate, and by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate,
appoint the judges; and shall fill all va-
cancies that may happen during the recess
of the Senate by granting commissions
which shall expire at the end of their
next session ; Provided, That in acting on
executive nominations, the Senate shall
sit with open doors, and in confirming or
rejecting the nominations the vote shall
be taken by yeas and nays. Any person
appointed judge after confirmation by the
Senate shall forever there after be incapa-
ble of holding any other office under the
Constitution and laws of Pennsylvania
other than that of a judge.

Mr. HazzaRD offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and referred to the
Committee on Declaration of Rights:

Resolved, That trial by jury in all cases
in which it has hitherto been used shall
remain inviolate, except in suits in jus-
tices’ courts permission may be made by
law for trial by jury of less than twelve
men, and in each case two-thirds of their
number may find a verdict ; but a trial by
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jury may be waived by the parties in all
civil suits.

Mr. HazzaRrp offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and referred to the
Committee on Counties, Townships and
Boroughs :

Resolved, That article twelve of the Con-
stitution be so amended as to strike out
the words *of such county,” and insert
* of two-thirds within the new boundary,”
and that the matter be referred to the
Committee on Counties, Townships and
Boroughs.

Mr. CamMPBELL offered the following
resolution, which was read and referred
to the Committee on Judiciary.

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Judiciary take into consideration the fol-
lowing proposed change in the Judiciary
system :

Sgor. 1. In the city
lieu of the present aldermanic system,
there shall be chosen justices’ courts.

SECT. 2. The justicesof said courts shall
be at least thirty years of age and not over
sixty-five, and shall be regularly ad-
mitted practicing attorneys of some court
of record in said city for at least tive years
previous to their election.

SEcT. 3. The said city shall be divided
by the Legislature every ten years into
istricts, containing at least forty-five
thousand inhabitants, according to the
next preceding federal census, in each of
which distriets there shall be elected three
lnqhopa in the manner hereinafter set
mrth

SECT. 4. Said districts shall be of equal
population as near as may be, and in their

~forination the wards composing each dis-
trict shall be contiguous to each other,
and not more than one ward shall be di-
vided in any two districts.

SpeT. 5. Said justicesshall all be elected
npon the same day throughout the eity,
except in cases of vacancies, occurring by
death, resignation or disability, which
shall be filled by special elections for the
nnexpired terms.

SECT. 6. Invoting for said justices each
voter may cast as many votes for one can-
didate as there are justices to be elected
in the district,or may distribute the same,
or equal parts thereof, among the candi-
dates, as he shall deem {it, and the three
candidates highest in votes shall be de-
elared elected.

SEeT. 7. Said judges shall be paid uni-
form annual salaries, which shall not be
increased or diminished during their
termn of office.

y nl»' Philadalnhi
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SECT. 8. The salaries of said justices
shall he the only compensation allowed
them, and all fees, costs or fines which
shall be received by them shall be paid
over monthly to the oounty treasurer.

SEcT. 9. Pi'uuccdlubm in said J ustices’
courts shall be oral, and no written plead-
ings shall be used or permitted.

SEcT. 10. The jurisdiction of said jus-
tices’ courts shall extend to all matiers or
causes now cognizable aldermen of said
city, but the limit of their jurisdiction in
civil causes shall be extended from the
sum of $99 99 to the sum of $250, and in
criminal causes to misdemeanors where
the imprisonment is not for a longer time
than one month, nor where the fine im-
posed is not greater than $100: Provided,
That the judgments of said courts, in
causes where the amount involved is not
greater than $25, shall be final.

SecT. 11. Juries of seven persons may
be empanelled for the trial of causes in
said courts when such trial is demandec
uy any defendant or persons accused of
committing a misdemeanor: Provided,
That a majority of any jury may rendera
verdict, which shall be as eonclusive as it
rendered by the whole number.

Mr. PuGHE offered the following resolu-
tion, which was read and referred to the
Committee on Executive Department :

Resolved, That the proper committee be
instructed to inquire into the expediency
of establishing a bureau of statistics,
especially providing for an efficient system
of registrations of births, marriages and
deaths.

Mr. AINEY offered the following resolu-
tion, which was read and laid on the table:

Resolved, That joint sessions be author-
ized and recommended by such standing
committees as have referred to them dit-
ferent branches of the same subject mut-
ter, to the end that their reports may be
in harmony and consistent; and when so
convened the chairman of the comnmittee
first named in the list of the committees
shall preside.

Mr. CARTER offered the following reso-
Iution, which was read and referred to the
Commiittee on Militia :

Resolved, That the proper committee be
directed to inquire whether those mem-
bers of religious societies who are opposed
to war on christian principles should not
be exempted from the penalties of refusal
to perform military service.

Also, the following resclution

T
£180, réstiunion, vh

was read and referred to the Commit-
tee on Suffrage :

oaowing
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Resolved, That the appropriate commit-
tee be instructed to inquire whether the
general State elections be held on the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in Novem-
ber, unless changed by a two-thirds vote
of both branches of the Legislature.

Mr. CoLLiNs offered the following reso-
lation, whieh was read and referred to
the Committee on Education:

Resolved, That no part of the funds of
any school district shall, in any manner,
be placed under the control of any relig-
ious denomination, or in any manner be
appropriated to the support of any school
unless the same is regularly established
by and under the exclusive control of the
directors of such school distriet.

Mr. GiLrin offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and referred to
the Committee on Declaration of Rights:

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Declaration of Rightsbe directed toinquire
whether section seventeen, article ninth of
the Constitution of Pennsylvania should
not be altered and amended so as to read,
«“That no post facto law, retroactive law
or any law impairing contracts, shall be
made, nor shall any law be passed de-
priving a party of any remedy for the en-
torcement of a contract which existed
when the contract was made.”

Mr. TEMPLE offered the following reso-
lation, which was read and referred to
the Committee on Suffrage, Election and
Representation :

Resolved, That the Committe on Suf-
frage, Election and Representation be re-
quested to inquire into the propriety of so
amending the Constitution as to guarantee
to men and women an equal right of suf-
frage.

Mr. Corson offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and referred to
the Committee on Suffrage, Election and
Representation ¢

Resolved, That the word *“white’”’ be
stricken from article three, section one of
the Constitution.

Mr. Dopp offered the following resolu-
tion, which was read and referred to the
Committee on Declaration of Rights:

Resolved, That the Committee on Decla-
ration of Rights be instructed to add
thereto ‘‘no retroactive law shall be en-

“acted.”

Mr. HANNA offered the following reso-
lation, which was read and laid on the
table :

Resolved, That rule seven be amended,
as follows, viz:
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“After the Journal has been read the
words ‘and roll of members called ;’ '’ and
that the following additional rule be
adopted, viz:

XLIII. That the roll of the members
shall be called upon the assembling of the
Convention, and the names of the mem-
bers present, together with the names of
the absentees, shall be enrolled on the
Journal of the Convention.

Mr. BropHEAD offered the following
resolution, which was read and referred to
the Committee on Declaration of Rights:-

Resolved, That the Committee on Decla-
ration of Rights be instructed to inquire
into the propriety of amending the
eleventh section of the Declaration of
Rights 8o that it shall read as follows:

¢That all courts shall be open, and every
man, for an injury done him in his lands,
goods, person or reputation, and in she
management of his business and estates,
and of those entrusted to him in a trast
or fiduciary capacity, shall have remedy
in the due course of law by himself or his
counsel, and right and justice adminis-
tered without sale, denial or delay.”

Mr. HowARD offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and referred to
the Committee on Public and Municipal
Debts and Sinking Funds: )

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis-
lation be instructed to considegand report
upon the propriety of requiring the Leg-
islature to prepare and pass two appro-
priation bills at each session, the first one
to be entitled “ An act to provide for the
ordinary and necessary expenses of the
Commonwealth,’” and in this act provide
for all the ordinary and necessary ex-
penses, including payments of the princi-
pal or interest of the public debt, and no
appropriation in said act to be made for
any other purpose. Second: Thatat any
time, not less than ten days after the final
passage of said first act, another bill may
be introduced and passed, entitled ‘“An
act making appropriations for miscella-
neous purposes,’”’ this second act to em-
brace charitable and such other appro-
priations as the Legislature may have
authority to make.

Also, the following resolution, which
was read and referred to the Committee
on Public and Municipal Debts and Sink-
ing Funds: -

Resolved, That as soon as the funds, as-
sets and securitiesin the Sinking Fundat
the time this provision shall be in foree
shall be paid out and applied according to
law, the said Sinking Fund shall be dis-
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eontinued, and no money or other valua-
ble thing shall be placed in said Sinking
Fund after this provision shall be in force,
except payments on aecount of obliga-
tions now in said Sinking Fund.

Also, the following resolution, which
was read and referred to the Committee
on Revenue, Taxation and Finance:

Resolved, That the Committee upon
Taxation, Revenue and Finance be in-
structed to consider and report upon the
propriety and expediency of creating a
tinancial Board of Control, to consist of
the heads of departments of this Com-
monwealth, whose duty it shall be to
preseribe a mode of depositing all public
funds and the manner of drawing for the
same, and that all public funds shall be
deposited, npon sufficient security, after
due public notiee, with such banks, bro-
kers, or exchange brokers doing a bank-
_ing business in this State as shall agree to
pay the Commonwealth the best rate of
interest on daily or weekly balances, and
pay all drafts on demand; said Board to
have power to remove deposits when the
safety of the same shali require it.

Also, the following resolution, which
was read and referred to the Committee
on Education:

Resolved, That the Committee on Edu-
cation are instructed to consider and re-
port a plan whereby authority shall be
given by general law to prescribe the
number and kind of books that shall be
used in the public schools of this Com-
monwealth, and to report whether it
would not conduce to the public good
that no change in books should be made
oftener than onece in fifteen years.

Also, the following resolution, which
was read and referred tothe Committee
on Public and Municipal Debts and Sink-
ing Fuands:

Resolved, The Legislature shall not
have power to create commissioners {o
perform any public duty for any eity,
ecounty or township, with power to bor-
row money, or levy taxes, or to execute
police or municipal funetions; and the
Legislature shall not have authority to
confer any of the powers of city, county
or township officers upon commissioners,
trustees or persons other than the regular
and duly elected and properly constituted
authorities of the same.

Also, the following resolution, which
was read and referred to the same com-
mittee :

Resolved, That all bonds, obligations,
contracts or agreements, or other evi-
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dences of indebtedness to the Common-
wealth by corporations, whether such evi-
dence of indebtedness shall be found in
bonds, contracts, agreements, obligations,
or in ahy act or acts or provisions of the
Legislature, and now in or pledged to ov
assigned to theSinking Fund by the Con-
stitution, or any act of the Legislature,
and to be applied to the payment of the
public debt, shall be and remain as now
provided by law,and the Legislature shall
have no power to release, satisty, remit,
exchange, or in. any manner modify or
impair the same; and the saine shall so
remain until the same shall be extin-
guished by payment as now provided by
law, and all the proceeds shall be applied
to the payment of the public debt and to
no other purpose.

Also, the following resolution, which
was read and referred to the Commit-
tee on Revenue, Taxation and Finance :

Resolved, That the Legislature shall not
delegate power to individuals or private
corporations to levy taxes, and all pro-
perty, except public property, shall be
taxed according to its value ; and the Leg-
islature shall be prohibited from exempt-
ing propertyfrom taxation;and all taxation
and valuation shall be unitorm through-
out the State, and the Legislature shall
prescribe regulations for carrying this lat-
ter clause into effect. No poll tax shall be
levied, except for school purposes, and
for that purpose a poll tax shall be levied
of not less than one dollar on each poll.

Also, the following resolution, which
was read and referred to the same comn-
mittee :

Resolved, That every law which im-
poses, repeals, continues or revives any
tax shall distinetly recite the tax and the
object to which it is to be or has bcen ap-
plied, and it shall not be sufficient to refer
to any other law to fix or explain such
tax or object.

Also, the following resolution, which
was read and referred to the Committee
on Declaration of Rights:

Resolved, That every citizen of this
Commonwealth owes paramount alle-
giance to the Constitution and govern-
ment of the United States, and that no
law or ordimance of this Commonwealth,
or of the citizens thereof, in contravention
or subversion thereof, can have any bind-
ing force. )

- Also, the following, which was read
and referred to the Committee on Legis-
lation :
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Resolved, That the Committee on Legis-
lation be instructed to consider and re-
port upon the subject of prohibiting the
Legislature from increasing the fees,
salaries or emoluments of persons in
oftice, so that such increase shall inure to
the benefit of persons in office at the time
of such increase; and also to prohibit the
Legislature from conferring such power
upon any publie authorities.

Mr. D. W. PATTERSON offered the fol-
lowing resolution, which was referred to
the Committeee on Suffrage, Election and
Representation :

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf-
frage, Election and Representation be re-
quested to consider the expediency of
incorporating in the article upon suffrage
the following section, to wit :

SecTION —. Every male person of law-
ful age, having residence in any precinct,
election distriet, township or borough in
this State, shall be entitled to vote upon
any proposition submitted at any meet-
ing or election to raise money by taxation
upon the property of such person liable
to taxation for any purpose whatever; and
no person shall vete upon any proposition
submitted to ralse money by taxation at
any such meeting or election unless such
person is the owner of property that would
be subjected to a tax, if the proposition so
submitted should be carried at such meet-
ing or election.

Also, the following resolution, which
was referred to the same committee :

Resoleed, That the public interest does
not demand the recognition of the prin-
ciple of “minority representation or cu-
mulative voting” (so ealled) in the Con-
stitution of the State; that the said prin-
ple is not only an innovation upon exist-
ing suffrage, customs and systems, but
also upon the demoeratic equality of the
¢itizen, and is also at variance with the
cardinal doctrine of our representative
demoeraey or republican forin of govern-
ment.

Also, the following, which was referred
to the same committee : .

TResolved, That the Committee on Suf-
frage, Eleetion and Representation be
requested to consider the expediency of
giving the Legislature full power to pass
laws excluding from the right of suffrage
persons convieted of infamous erimes.

Mr. J. P. WETHERILL offered the fol-
fowing resolution, which was read and
referred to the Committee on Private Cor-
porations:
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Resolved, That the Committee on Rail-
roads and Corporations be requested to
inquire into the expediency of amending
the Constitution so as to enlarge the rights
of stockholders, as follows:

“In all elections for managers of any in-
corporated company under the laws of
this State every stockholder shall have
the right to vote in person or by proxy
for the number of shares of stock owned
by him for as many candidates as there
are managers to be elected, or to cumu-
late said shares and give one candidate as
many votes as the number of managers
multiplied by his shares of stock shall
equal, or to distribute them on the same
principle among as many candidates as
he shall think fit, and no by-law shall de-
prive any stoekholder of this privilege.

Mr. CLArx offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and referred to
the Committee on Future Amendments :

Resolved, That the Committee on Fu-
ture Amendments be instructed to in-
quire into the expediency of providing
in the Constitution for the assembling of
a Convention once in every thirty years
to amend or revise the same ; and of de-
signating the qualifications of persons to
be eligible as delegates to said Conven-
tion, the mode or manner of their election,
by what department of the government
the said Convention shall be called, and
whether any, and if any, what restrictions
of the powers of the Convention may be
imposed by the terms of the call under
which the Conventionshall be assembled.

Mr. BARTHOLOMEW offered the follow-
ing resolution, which was read and re-
ferred to the Committee on Judiciary :

Resolved, That the proper committee be
requested to inquire into the expediency
of preventing any person elected or ap-
pointed to a judicial office from accepting
any office, not judicial, during the term
for which such person shall have been
elected or appointed, nor for four years
after the expiration of the term as afore-
said. -

Mr. J. N. PurviaNCE offered the fol-
lowing resolution, which was read and
referred to the Committee on Legisla-
ture:

Resolved, That the Committe on Legisla-
ture be instructed to inquire into the ex-
pediency of providing that the members of
the General Assembly shall receive for
their services the sum of dollars per
day during the first session held under this
Constitution, and ten cents for each mile
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necessarily traveled in going to and rc-
turning from the seat of government, to
he computed by the Auditor General,
and thereafter such compensation as shall
he prescribed by law, and no other allow-
ance or emolument, directly or indirectly,
for any purpose whatever, except the
sam of fifty dollars per session to each
member, which shall be in full for post-
age, stationery, newspapers and all other
incidental expenses and perquisites; but
no change shall be made in the compen-
sation of members of the General Assem-
bly during the term for which they may
have been elected. The pay and mileage
nilowed to each member of the General
Assembly shall be certified by the Speaker
of their respective Houses and entered on
the Journals, and published at the close
of each session.

Also, the following resolution, which
wasread and referred to the Committee
on Legislation :

Resolved, That tire Cominittec on Legis-
lation be instructed to inguire into the
expedieney of providing that the General
Assembly shall make no appropriation
of money out of the State Treasury in
any private law. Bills making appropria-
tions for the pay of members and officers
of the General Assembly, and for the
salaries of the officers of the government,
shall contain no provision on any other
subject; that no money shall be drawn
from the Treasury, except in pursnance
of an appropriation made by law, and on
the presentation of a warrant issued by
the Auditor General thereon; and no
money shall be diverted from any appro-
priation made fo2 any purpose, ortaken
from any fund whatever, either by jeint
or separate resolution.

Also,. the following resolution, which
was read and referred to the Committee on
xecutive Department :

Resolved, That the Comittee on Ex-
ecutive Department be instructed to in-
guire into the expediency of providing
that the Auditor General shall, within
forty days after the adjournment of each
session of the General Assembly, prepare
and publish a full statement of all money
expended at such session, specifying the
amount of each item and to whom ana for
what paid.

TEMPORARY ADJOURNMENT.

Agreeably to order, the Convention re-
sumed the consideration of the resolution
relative to temporary adjournment.
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Mr. HArRrY WHITE moved to amend.
by striking out all after the word ¢re-
solved,” and inserting in lieu thereof the
following :

“That when this Convention adjourn~
on Wednesday next it will adjourn te
meet on Friday, the 29th inst., at ten
o’clock A. M., after which it will meet.
from day to day, in Harrisburg, until
December 13, adjourning on Saturdays at
twelve o’clock M., until three o’clock o
the following Mondays. »

The amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. Hay moved toamend, by striking
out ‘“the first Tuesday of Janwary,” and
insert ¢ the fifteenth day of January.”

The amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. WHERRY movedto amend the reso-
lution, by striking out all after the word
‘“resolved,” and insertingin lieu thereot
the following :

““That when the Convention adjourns
on Wednesday it adjourn to meet on
Monday rext at three o’clock P. M.’*

The amendment was not agreed to.

On agreeing to the origimal resolutios .,
as amended, to adjourn from to-morrow
until Tuesday, the seventh of January, t¢
meet in Philadelphia—

The yeas and nays were required by Mr.
Harry White and Mr. Stanton, and were
as follow, viz:

YEAS.

Messrs.  Achenbach, Addicks, Arn-
strong, Baker, Bannan, Barclay, Barthot-
omew, Beebe, Biddle, Black, Charles A.,
Bowman, Boyd, Brodhead, Brown, Buck-
alew, Campbell, Carey, Church, Collins,
Corbett, Corson, Curxy, Cuyler, Davis,
Dimmick, Dodd, Dunning, Ellis, Fell,
Finney, Gilpin, Gowen, Hanna, Harvey,
Hemphill, Hunsicker, Xnight, Lilly,
Long, M’Camant, M Murray, Mantor,
Minor, Newlin, Patterson, T. H. B., Pat-
ton, Porter, Pughe, Purman, Read, John
R., Reynolds, S. H., Ross, Runk, Sharpe,
Simpson, Smith, Henry W., Smith, W.
H., Stanton, Stewart, Struthers, Temple.
Turrell, Van Reed, Walker, Wetherill, J.
M., Wetherill, Johu Price, Woodward,
Worrell and Wright—69.

NAYS.

Messrs. Alricks, Andrews, Baily, (Per-
ry,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Carter, Clark.,
Cochran, €Curtin, Darlington, De France,
Edwards, Ewing, Fulton, Funck, Gibson,
Guthrie, Hall, Hay, Hazzard, Hopkins,
Horton, Howard, Kaine, Lamberton,
Landis, Lawrence, M’Allister, MacCou-
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nell, M’Culloch, MacVeagh, Mann, Mott,
Patterson, D. W., Purviance, John N,
Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, James L., Rus-
sell, Wherry, White, David, N., White,
Harry, White, J. W. F.and Meredith,
President—A42.

S0 the question was determined in the
affirmative.

RESOLUTIONS,.

Mr. BuckaLEw offered the following
resolution, which was twice read :

Resolved, Thatthe first five committees,
as appointed by the President, meet at
Philadelphia on the third day of January,
to prepare reports for the action of the
Convention when it shall meet pursuant
to the resolution of adjournment.

Mr. MacVeascH moved to amend, by
striking out all after the word ¢ resolved,”
and inserting in lieu thereof the follow-
1 .
Resolved, That the standing committees
be requested to proceed to the business
assigned to them during the recess of the
Convention, so asto be able, if practicable,
to report tothe Convention on its re-assem-
bling in Philadelphia.

The amendment was not agreed to.

On the question, will the Convention
agree to the original resolution?

The yeas and nays were required by
Mr. MacVeagh and Mr. DeFrance and
were as follow, viz:

YEAS.

Messrs. Achenbach, Ainey, Andrews,
Armstrong, Bailey,(Huntingdon,) Baker,
Barclay, Beebe, Biddle, Black, Charles A.,
Bowman, Brown, Buckalew, Campbell,

.ton, Howard, MacConnell,
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Carey, Church, Curry, Dodd, Ellis, Gib-
son, Gilpin, Hall, Hay, Hazzard, Hemp-
hill, Hunsicker, Kaine, Landis Lawrence,
Lilly, Long, M’'Allister, M’Camant, M'-
Culloch, M’Murray, Mantor, Minor, Mott,
Patterson, D. W,, Patton, Purman, Read,
John R., Reynolds, S. H., Sharpe, Simp-
son, Smith, H. G., Smith, W.H., Temple,
Wetherill, J. M., Wetherill, Jno. Price,
Wherry, White, Harry, White, J. W. F.,
Wright and Meredith, President—355.

NAYS.

Messrs. Addicks, Alricks, Baily,(Perry,)
Bannan, Bartholomew, Brodhead, Carter,
Cochran, Corbett, Corson, Curtin, Darling-
ton, Davis, De France, Dimmick, Dun-
ning, Edwards, Ewing, Finney, Fulton,
Funck, Guthrie, Hanna, Hopkins, Hor-
MacVeagh,
Mann, Newlin, Patterson, T. H. B., Por-

ter, Pughe, Purviance, John N., Reynolds,
James L., Runk, Russell, Smith, Henry
W., Stanton, Struthers, Turrell, Van Reed,
‘Walker, White, David N. and Woodward
—45. .

So the question was determined in the
affirmative.

On motion, the unanimous consent of
the Convention was given, authorizing
the President to refer to their appropriate
commitiees the resolutions offered before
the announcement of the committees,
and which were laid on the table without
gpecifying the said references upon the
Journal.

Mr. S1MmpsoN moved that the Conven-
tion do now adjourn.

The - motion was agreed to, and the
President adjourned the Convention uun-
tii to-morrow morning at ten o’clock.
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TENTH DAY.

WEDNESDAY, November 27, 1872.

The Convention met at ten o’clock A.
M., pursuant to adjournment, the Presi-
dent, William M. Meredith, in the Chair.

Prayer was offered, and the Journal of
yesterday’s proceedings read and ap-
proved.

RESOLUTIONS.

Mr. WoODWARD. Mr, President: I am
instructed by the Committee on Private
Corporations to present the following reso-
Iation :

The resolution, as follows, was twice
read:

Resolved, That the Auditor Gencral be
reguested to inform the Convention what
private corporations, foreign or domestie,
(other than railroad and canal com-
panies, and religious and charitable cor-
porations,) exist and are doing business
in thisState, and that he state, in tabular
form, the name and location of said cor-
porations, the general character of their
business, the amount of their respective
capitals actually paid in, with references
to the several acts of Assembly under and
by authority of which the said corporations
claim to exercise their respective fran-
chises.

Mr. KaiNe. I would like to inquire of
the honorable chairman who has just of-
fered this resolution what the corpora-
tions are in reference to which he desires
this information.

Mr. WoobwARD. The Committee on
Private Corporations had a meeting this
morning, and they considered the first
duty for them to do was to inform them-
selves as to what corporations exist in
Pennsylvania. This resolution was the
result of their deliberations. We want
information froma the Auditor General,
supposing him to be the proper officer
from whom to obtain it, as to what corpo-
rations exist, where they are, what their
capital is, &c.

The resolution was adopted.

Mr. WoopwARD. By direction of the
same committee I also offer the follow-

ing resolution : .
The resolution, as followg, was twice

read and adopted :

Resolved, That the Secretary of the
Treasury of the United States be respect-
fully requested to inform this Conven-
tion, in tabular form, of the number of
national banks in Pennsylvania, their
names and location, the date of their in-
corporation, their capital stock respeect-
ively, and which of them are employed
as fiscal agents of the national govern-
ment in collecting, depositing and dis-
bursing the revenues of said government,
and to what amount annually any of said
banks are so employed.

Mr. BARTHOLOMEW offered the follow-
ing resolution, which was twice read and
unanimously agreed to:

Resolved, That the members of thig
Convention hereby express their thanks
to John A, Smull, Esq., Resident Clerk
of the House of Representatives, for the
valuable services rendered this Conven-
tion by him during their session in Har-
risburg.

Mr. M’ALLISTER. By instruction from
the Committee on Suffrage, Election and
Representation I offer the following reso-
lution :

The resolution was read as follows :

Resolved, That the resolutions and pro-
positions presented to the Convention,
and referred tothe Commitiee on Suf-
frage, Election and Representation, be
printed for the use of the committec.

The resolution was read a second time.

Mr. M’ALLISTER. I will say that at an
early stage of the session the Convention
determined against the printing of reso-
lutions and suggestions. At a meeting ot
thiscommittee last evening it was thought
necessary to have the resolutions touch-
ing this subject before the committee,
and this resolution authorizing the
printing of the resolutions and proposi-
tions, referred to the Committee on Suf-
frage, Election and Representation, was
thought advisable, and I was instructed to
offer it.

Mr. EwiNGg. Mr. President: I believe
several committees have instructed their
chairmen to report similar resolutions. I
therefore offer an amendment, to strike
out the words “the Comimittee on Suffrage,
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Flection and Representation,” and insert
the words “all standing committees.”’

Mr. HARRY WHITE. I call the atten-
tion of the Convention to this proposi-
tion. The Convention will observe that
it involves a very large item of expense.
It is a very liberal resolution. But I am
not sure that something of this kind
ought to be adepted. I would like to
have had the sense ofthe Conventiononthe
propriety of this proposition however. It
is familiar to the members of this Con-
vention that day after day we have been
flooded with a series of resolutions and
propositions, Some gentlemen have offer-
ed them out of respect to some constitu-
ent who sent them here; others have
been deliberated upon and carefully pre-
pared. This resolution contemplates the
publication of every proposition that has
been presented in this Convention. I
submit that it will make a volume which
will be very large, and the item of ex-
pense will be very considerable to the
State. I merely call the attention of the
Convention to the fact that I believe the
Congressional rule is—certainly the leg-
islative rule is such—that in all delibera-
tive bodies when printing is done, when
a bill is read in place it is referred to the
appropriate committee, and not until that
committee report it is it printed, although
some special proposition may be printed
on the request or order of the House.
Now I submit whether it wounld not be
better for the chairman of each individual
committee to make the request for the
printing of a certain class of propositions.
The chairmen of committees have some
responsibility attached to them, and they
are expected to exercise some discretion
in that regard, and if it is the pleasure of
the Convention to have. those propositions
printed I think there should be some dis-
cretioninthe matter. Iam not,therefore,
in favor of the proposition of the gentle-
man from Allegheny (Mr. Ewing.)

Mr. WHERRY moved to amend the
amendment, by striking out the words
proposed to be inserted, and inserting the
following words:

¢0Of all the committees who have di-
rected their chairmen to ask for the print-
ing of the same.”

Mr. EwiNg. I cannot see any advan-
tage in the amendment to the amend-
ment. It will include nearly everything.
In regard to the cost I apprehend certain
gentlemen here have taken up time in
talking npon the guestion unnecessarily
at an expense that would more than cover
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the entire cost of this printing. It would
be a very small matter to print the whole
thing. I repeat that it is a very small
matter, as, of course, it is not to be done
in book form ; but all the members of the
Convention want to see these various

propositions, Some members would like

the opportunity of examining these propo-
sitions if they are not on the committees,
and we do not want the chairmen to de-
termine what they shall see and what they
shall not. We want themall. Theamend-
ment I offered is the simplestand, I think,
will reach all.

The amendment to the amendment was
not agreed to.

The amendment was not agreed to.

The resolution was not agreed to.

Mr. HuNsickER offered the following
resolution, which was twice read :

Resolved, That all resolutions relating
to amendments to the Constitution be
printed for the use of the Convention.

Mr. HUNSICKER., Mr. President: The
reason I offer that resolution is that we
all desire to be informed of the proposi-
tions made for the amendment of the
organic law. You cannot rely upon the
public newspapers, because they are so
emasculated and duplicated there that
even the authors cannot recognize then.

Mr. Harry WHITE. I would ask who
is to do the printing ?

Mr. BuckALEW. The State Printer.

Mr. HARRY WHITE. We have no con-
tract with the State Printer. I do not
think it is a business proceeding to rush
headlong into all these things and trust
to luck, and come in with a large bill in
the end.

Mr. NEwLiN. I will say that the Com-
mittee on Printing will make a report on
this subject to-day.

Mr. DARLINGTON. I move to postpone
the further consideration of the matter for
the present.

The motion of Mr. Darlington was not
agreed to.

The question recurred on agreeing to
the resolution of Mr. Hunsicker.

Mr. BuckALEw. I think there is a
misconception in regard to the matter of
expeunse. In my opinion the printing of
all these propositions in pamphlet foriuw,
and distributing them to the members,
will cost a very small amount of money,
certainly not more than two or three hun-
dred dollars. It will be observed they
are all very short, and many of them will
go on a single page, public document size.
Now if gentlemen who have presented
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propositions here expect to have them
considered they must be printed. In
manuseript they pass into the hands of
the chairman, and then perhaps not until
January. Some are not written in the
hest chirography, and it is difficult to read
them, and members will not trouble
themselves to peruse them. Now with
this long interval until January there are
peculiar reasons why we should have
them in print, because every member
will then have an opportunity to deliber-
ate at home and congider everything that
has been suggested here. I think, for my
part, that the gentleman from Indiana,
(Mr. White,)whose care over the treasury
is proverbial throughout the Common-
wealth, has,in this case, exerted his pa-
triotic motives upon a comparatively
small point.

Mr. JouN PRICE WETHERILL. 1donot
agree that there is a necessity for the
printing of all these resolutions. We
have elected two Transcribing Clerks, and
it would be very easy for them to draw
off these resolutions and refer them to the
committees. It seems to me that we will
have plenty of committee work to do be-
tween this and January without reading

over and considering the immense mass-

of resolutions offered in this Convention
during the last four or five days. There-
fore, inasmuch as the time of each mem-
ber of the committees will be very tully
oecupied, I do not see that there isany
eveat foree in the reason given by the gen-
tleman from Columbia (Mr. Buckalew.)
My impression is that a great number of
the resolutions oftered have heen copied
almost word for word from the different
Constitutions of the States, which we have
already printed uponourdesks. Itseemsto
me that with these Constitutions and with
the information the Secretary of State has
aiready given us, and with the resolutions
carefully drawn up by the Transeribing
Clerks, and presented to the chairmen of
the committées, the whole matter will be
satisfactorily settled. Buta few moments
ago we refused, by a large majority, to
print these resolutions, and it seems to
me that we should not, in so short a time,
alter that decision.

Mr. KaiNe. I would like to know, if
this resolution should be passed, how
these resolutions are to be printed—
whether they are to be printed seriatum,
as offered here from day to day in a book
pamphlet, or whether the Clerk or some
other person will undertake to arrange
them alphabetically or by committees?
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If they are to be printed as offered here 1
think they would be of very little value,
and I doubt very much whether a single
member of this Convention would ex-
amine them. Itwould be a work of great
labor to undertake to look over and ex-
amine all of them, and the expense of
printing would certainly be very consider-
able. I concur in the remarks of the gentle-
man from Philadelphia, (Mr. Wetherill,)
that we have two Transcribing Clerks,
whose business it is—and it was the inten-
tion of the committee that-made the re-
port upon that subject that they should
copy these very things, and hand them to
the various committees to which they were
referred and to which they belong. If the
proposition was that certain resolutions, or
whatever resolutions the chairman of any
particular committee might desire to have
printed for their especial information, or
for the information of the Convention, it
would be more reasonable, but to just
print everything that has been offered,
just as it has been offered, without regard
to -order, or subject matter, or anything
else, I think would do no good whatever.

Mr. M’ALLIsTER. I hold fourteen reso-
lations in my hand referred to the Com-
mittee on Suffrage, Election and Repre-
sentation. Half a dozen others have been
presented and referred to the same com-
mittee this morning. That committee
have decided not to meet again until the
third day of January. These resolutions
will be in the hands of the chairmen of
the various committees and not in the
hands of the members of the committees,
The gentleman from Fayette (Mr. Kaine)
has remarked that the members of this
Convention will not read these resolutions
when printed in pamphlet form. Pro-
bably they will not read only those re-
ferred to them, but, I think, a gentleman
would be very derelict in duty if he re-
fuses to read a resolution referred to a
committee of which he is a member.
‘Why shall not every member of the com-
mittees to which these resolutions have
been referred have an opportunity to
reflect on them and prepare himself for
action on them ? Tt seems to me that the
only way we can discharge our duty isby
having before us the subject matter re-
ferred to us that we may examine it pro-
perly. It was with that view that the
committee instructed me, as chairman, to
ask that the portion of the resolutions
specifically referred to the Committee on
Suffrage, FElection and Represcentation
should be printed for their use, and it was
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arranged that they should be sent to their
post-office addresses so that every member
could be working on them. It does seem

-to me a very important matter that this
informatian should be made accessible in
some way, not to the chairman alone, but
to every member of the committees.

Mr. GigsoN moved to amend, by strik-
ing out all after the word ‘¢ resolved,” and
inserting the following:

“That a sufficient number of copies of
the resolutions presented to be printed,
30 as to farnish each member of every
committee with aprinted copy of the reso-
lutions referred to his committee.”

Mr. LAMBERTON moved to amend the
amendment of Mr. Gibson, by adding the
following words :

#“ And when printed that they be sent
by mail, during the recess, to the mem-
bers of the Convention.”

Mr. MacVEAGH. I am not in favor of
the original resolution nor of the last
amendment read but could we not have
unanimous consent to postpone this mat-
ter until the Committee on Printing re-
port, which it is ready to do? I move to
postpone the further consideration of this
question until the Committee on Printing
have reported this morning.

" The PresIDENT. The motion is not in
order to postpone to any definite time to-
day.

Mr. MAacVEAaGH. I move, then, that
the whole subject be laid upon the table.

The motion of Mr. MacVeagh was agreed
to.

Mr. BowMmaN offered the following reso-
lution, which was twice read and unani-
mously agreed to:

Resolved, That this Convention tender
their thanks to General James L. Sel-
fridge, Clerk of the House, and Thomas
M’Camant, for their services at the com-
mencement of the session.

Mr. BropHEAD offered the following
resolution, which was twice read and
unanimously agreed to.

Resolved, That our thanks are hereby
tendered to the clergy of the city of Har-
risburg for their attention and services
in behalf of this Convention.

Mr. CocHRAN. Mr. President: I be-
lieve it is in order to state simply the ob-

ject of a resolution before offering it. I-

have a resolution here which { would
propose to offer on thesnbject of printing,
for I teel very well convinced that the
best thing this convention can do is to get
rid of this subject before they adjourn. I
ask that it be read for information, and if
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it incites discussion I do not wish to press
it.

The resolution, as follows, was twice
read, and, on motion of Mr. Newlin,referr-
ed to the Committee on Printing and
Binding :

Resolved, That five thousand copies of
the debates and proceedings of this Con-
vention, as reported by the official re-
porter, be printed, four thousand to be
supplied in sheets at the commencement
ofthe second day’s sitting after the debates
and proceedings have occurred, and one
thousand to be bound in the style of the
Congressional Globe. The form of publi-
cation shall be quarto, three columns to
the page, the type used brevier, except
that reports, the subject matter under de-
bate, and the yeas and nays shall be
printed in minion. The paper shall be
of quality equal to that on which the
further supplement to the act of ninth of
April,, Anno Domini eighteen hundred
and fifty-six, regulating the public print-
ing and binding,” laid on the table of
members, was printed. The expense of
the whole shall not exceed the sum of
twenty thousand dollars; and Benjamin
Singerly, of Harrisburg, .ishereby selected
and employed to do the work, subject to
the supervision of the Committee on
Printing, and to removal by this body,
should he fail to com’ply in all respects
with the terms of this resolution. The
number of volumes to be printed under
this contraet not to exceed two, of one
thousand pages each. '

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES.

Mr, HaY, from the Committee on Ac-
counts and Expenditures, made a report,
which wasread.

[For report see Journal.]
- The resolution accompanying the re-
port was twice read, considered and
agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Buckalew, the con-
tract entered into between the committee
and D. F. Murphy, elected phonographic
reporter, was approved by the Conven-
tion ; whereupon, Mr. Murphy appeared
and was duly qualified,

[For contract, see report of committee in
Journal.]

Mr. NEWLIN, from the Committee on
Printing and Binding, made the follow-
ing report :

To the Constitutional Convention :

The Committee on Printing and Bind-

ing, to whom was referred the following:
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Resolved, That the Committee on Print-
ing and Binding, when appointed, be di-
rected to report whether the contract be-
tween the State and the present public
printer entitles such printer to the print-
ing and binding of the Convention, and if
their report on this subject be in the nega-
tive, then to receive and report bids for
the printing and binding of the Conven-
tion,

Respectfully report that the contract
between the State and the present public
printer does not entitle such printer to
the printing and binding of the Conven-
tion.

They further report that they have not
had time to receiwve and report to the Con-
vention bids for its printing and binding,
as contemplated by said resolution.

(Signed) JAS. W.M. NEWLIN,

Chairman.

The report was laid on the table.

Mr. W. H. Sm1TH presented the follow-
minority report:

The undersigned, members of the Com-
mittee on Printing, dissent from the deci-
sion of the majority in relation to the right
of Mr. Singerly to the printing of the Con-
vention under his contract with the State.
In our opinion he has a just claim to the
printing of the Convention under his con-
tract.

(Signed) D. N. WHITE,
‘WM. H. SMITH.
HARRISBURG, November 26, 1872,

The report was laid on the table.

Mr. NEWLIN, from the Committee on
Printing and Binding, made the follow-
ing report, which was read arrd laid on the
table :

T'o the Constitutional Convention :

The Committee on Printing and Bind-
ing, to whom was referred the following:

Resolved, That five hundred copies of
the rules, standing committeesand list of
the names of delegates and officers, and
their postoffice addresses, &c., be printed,

Respectfully report that said reselu-
tion should be adopted, and that the reso-
lution heretofore adopted and partly exe-
cuted, ordering one thousand copies of
the rules to be printed, be rescinded.

The Convention resumed the considera-
tion of the resolution referred to in the
said report, and which was offered by
Mr. Hanna on the twenty-sixth instant.

And the question recurring, will the Con-
vention agree to the amendment proposed
by Mr. Dodd?

It was determined in the affirmative,
and the resolution asamended was agreed
to.

Mr. NEWIAN, from the Committee on
Printing and Binding, made the following
report, which was read :

To the Constitutional Convention :

The Committee on Printing and Bind-
ing report the following:

Resolved, That the State Printer is not
entitled, under his contract with the
State, to the printing and binding of the
Convention.

The resolution was read a second time.

Mr. NEWLIN., Mr. President: At this
hour, so late, I hesitate to say much upon
this question. But I desire, as briefly as
possible, to state to the Convention the
reasoning upon which the report of the
Committee on Printingis based, or rather
the report of the majority of the Com-
mittee. It seems to me that, in a great
measure, the sense of this Convention was
tested upon this point, last week, in the
vote upon the adoption of so much of the
report of the committee of fifteen as re-
commended that a standing committee be
created, to be called the Committee on
Declaration of Rights. In other words,
sir, this resolution brings up the whole
question of the powers and rights of this
Convention, which are, or are claimed to
be, inherent in it as a Convention, with-
out regard to any grant from any act of
Assembly, or any other power of existing
government. And I will here say, before
proceeding to consider other points em-
braced in this question, that in the Illi-
nois Convention of 1862 there was almost
exactly a similar provision brought before
that body. There was an existing con-
tract existing between the State of Illi-
nois and an otficer denominated the State
Printer. In that casethe act of Assombly
calling that Convention ordered expressly
that all the printing of the Convention
should be done by the State Printer, so
that, in that respect, the case was stronger
in Nlinois than it is here. But the Con-
vention, by a motion, elected a printer of
its own, after debating extensively the
whole question of the power of the Con-
vention—the power inherent in the Con-
vention outside of any ordinary legisla-
tion. They proceeded, by a very large
majority, to decide that the Convention
had full authority to elect its own printer,
without regard to the provisions of the
act of Assembly.
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Now there are two or three considera-—
tions to which I will call the attention of
the House in connection with the con-
traet of Mr. Singerly. I have nothing to
say with regard to the terms of that con-
tract, whether they are cheap or not. I
know nothing about that at present; I
have not considered it. There is thisabout
it, that those gentlemen connected with
the Convention who have been members
of the Legislature know that, although

Mr. Singerly’s contract, in general terms, .

authorizes him to do all the State print-
ing, it is a fact not denied that he does
not, at the present time, under that con-
tract, claim to do the printing of the Leg-
islative Record. So under that contract
there is a portion of the public printing
that he does not even pretend to claim.
However, as the committeé decided the
question upon the broad ground that the
Convention had full power in the premi-
sesin itself, the subsequent question asto
the meaning of this particular eontract,
and the class of work it covered, was not
considered and was not reached. The
effect of adopting this resolution will be
to throw open the printing of this Conven-
tion to public competition. Then if the
State Printer bids lower than any one
else, and we take the lowest responsible
bidder, of course he can get that contract.
But if not, the refusal to adopt this reso-
lution would be to shut the door to com-
petition, and to decide that the contract
made by the Legislature is binding upon
this Convention, when we have already
decided that an express prohibition made
hy the same Legislature upon the same
Convention has no binding effect what-
ever. This, Mr. President, is a very im-
portant subject, and goesat the bottom of
the whole powers of the Convention. But
inasnruch as we are late in the session of
the day, and inasmuch as there is a gen-
eral desire among members to get away,
I will say no more at this time upon the
subject.

Mr. KAINE moved to amend, by strik-
ing out the word ¢ not.”

Mr. GiBsON. Mr. President: 1 do not
wish to take up any time in making any
remarks before this Convention, but there
is a very familiar principleof law that no-
thing not contemplated at the time of a
contract can be included in it. That dis-
poses of Mr. Singerly’sclaim to the print-
ing. But there is nothing lost by passing
this resolution, because I believe it is gen-
erally understood that no better contract
can be got than the one with Mr. Singerly.
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The amendment of Mr. Kaine was not
agreed to, and the question recurred on
the original resolution.

Mr, W. H. SmiTr moved to amend, by
striking out all after the word ‘re-
solved,”” and inserting the following:

¢“That B. Singerly be authorized and
required to execute the printing and
binding of this Convention under his

.contract for all the public printing of the

Commonwealth.”

The amendment was not agreed to, and
the motion recurred on the original reso-
lution.

Mr. HARRY WHITE moved toamend,
by adding tothe resolution the following:

¢ And that the Committee on Printing
and Binding be and is hereby authorized
to confer with B. Singerly, the State
Printer, in relation to the printing of the
Convention, and if he will agree to do all
such printing according to the rates of
his present contract for the printing of
the State, to enter into a contract in
writing with the said Singerly, and report
the same to the Convention: Provided,
The committee shall receive bids from all
persons desiring to contract for said print-
ing.”

On the guestion, will the Convention
agree to the amendment ?

The yeas and nays were required by
Mr. Harry White and Mr. Addicks, and
were as follow, viz:

YEAS.

Messrs. Achenbach, Alricks, Andrews,
Bailey, (Huntington,) Barclay, Black,
Charles A., Bowman, Brown, Buckalew,
Carter, Clark, Corbett, Corson, Curtin,
Dimmick, Dodd, Dunning, KXdwards,
Ewing, Fulton, Gibson, Gilpin, Guthrie,
Harvey, Hopkins, Horton, Howard,
Kaine, Lamberton, Lawrence, M’Allis-
ter, MaeConnell, M’Murray, MacVeagh,
Mann, Mantor, Mott, Patterson, D. W.,
Patterson, T. H. B., Porter, Purman, Pur-
viance, John N., Reed, Andrew, Reynolds,
8. H., Smith, Henry W., Smith, W. H.,
Temple, White, Harry, White, J. W. F,,
‘Woodward and Wright—51.

NAYS.

Messrs. Addicks, Ainey, Baily, (Perry,)
Baker, Bannan, Bartholomew, Biddle,
Black, J. 8., Boyd, Brodhead, Campbell,
Cochran, Curry, Darlington, Davis, De
France, Ellis, Funck, Hall, Hanna, Hay,
Hazzard, Hemphill, Hunsicker, Landis,
Lilly, Long, M’Camant, M’Culloch, New-
lin, Patton, Pughe, Reynolds, James L.,
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Ross, Runk, Russell, Sharpe, Simpson,
Smith, H. G., Stanton, Stewart, Struth-
ers, Turrell, Van Reed, Wetherill, J. M.,

‘Wetherill, John Price, Wherry, Worrell .

and Meredith, President—49.

So the question was determined in the
affinnative.

Mr. BRODHEAD moved that the Con-
vention do now adjourn.

The motion was not agreed to.

Mr. NEWLIN moved that the resolution
be laid on the table.

On the question, will the Convention
agree to the motion?

The yeas and nays were reguired by
Mr. Lilly and Mr, Newlin, and were as
follow, viz:

YEAS.,

Messrs. Addicks, Ainey, Baily,(Perry,)
Baker, Bannan, Bartholomew, Biddle,
Boyd, Brodhead, Buckalew, Campbel],
Cochran, Darlington, Davis, De France,
Eilis, Funck, Hall, Hanna, Hemphill,
Hunsicker, Landis, Lilly, M’Camant,
M'Culloch, Newlin, Patton, Reynolds,
James L., Ross, Runk, Russell, Sharpe,
Simpson, Smith, H. G., Stanton, Struth-
ers, Temple, Turrell, Van Reed, Weth-
errilly J. M., Wetherill, John Price,
‘Wherry and Worrell—43.

NAYS.

Messrs, Achenbach, Alricks, Andrews,
Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Barclay, Black,
Charles A., Black, J. 8., Bowman, Brown,
Carter, Clark, Corbett, Corson, Curry,
Cuartin, Dimmick, Dodd, Dunning, Ed-
wards, Ewing, Fulton, Gibson, Gilpin,
Guthrie, Harvey, Hay, Hazzard, Hopkins,
Horton, Howard, KXaine, Lamberton,
Lawrence, Long, M’Allister, M’Connell,
M'Murray, MacVeagh, Manu, Mantor,
Mott, Patterson, D. W., Patterson, T. H.
B., Porter, Purman, Purviance, John N.,
Reed, Andrew, Reynolds, 8. H., Smith,
Henry W., Smith, W. H., Stewart, White,
Harry, White, J. W. F., Woodward,
Wright and Meredith, Prestdent—56.

So the question was determined in the
negative.

The question then recurred on agreeing
to the resolution as amended.

Mr. NEWLIN moved that the Conven-
tion do now adjourn.

On the question, will the Convention
agree to the motion ?

The yeas and nays were required by Mr.
Newlin and Mr. Lilly, and were as follow,
viz:

YEAS.

Messrs. Addicks, Ainey, Baker, Ban-
nan, Bartholomew, Biddle, Black, J. S.,
Boyd, Brodhead, Buckalew, Campbell,
Corson, Curry, Darlington, Davis, Ellis,
Hanna, Hemphill, Hunsicker, Landis,
Lilly, M’Camant, M’Culloch, Newlin,
Patton, Reynolds. James 1., Reynolds, 5.
H., Ross, Sharpe, Simpson, Smith, Henrv
W., Stanton, Stewart, Struthers, Temple,
Turrell, Van Reed, Wetherill, J. M. and
‘Wherry—39.

NAYS.

Messrs., Achenbach, Alricks, Andrews,
Baily, (Perry,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,)
Barclay, Black, Charles A., Bowman,
Brown, Carter, Clark, Cochran, Corbett,
Curtin, De France, Dimmick, Dodd, Dun-
ning, Edwards, Ewing, Fualton, Funck,
Gibson, Gilpin, Guthrie, Hall, Harvey,
Hay. Hopkins, Horton, Howard, Kaine,
Lamberton, Lawrence, Long, M’Allister,
MacConnell, M"Murray,MacVeagh, Mann,
Mantor, Mott, Patterson, D. W, Patterson,
T. H. B., Porter, Purman, Purviance, John
N., Reed, Andrew, Runk, Russeil, Smith,
W. H., Wetherill, Jno. Price, White, Da-
vid N., White, Harry, White, J. W. F.,
Woodward, Worrall and Meredith, Presi-
dent—58.

So the question was determined in the
negative.

The question recurring, will the Con-
vention agree to the resolution as
amended?

Mr. HorkiNs moved the previous ques-
tion, which was seconded by Maessrs.
Woodward, Kaine, M’Murray, Smith,
W. H., Guthrie, Mott, White, J. W.F.,
Clark, Corbett, Bowman, Smith, H, W.,
Gibson, Edwards, Corson, Patterson, T.
H. B., Davis and White, Harry.

On the question, shall the main ques-
tion be now put?

The yeas and nays were required by
Mr. Simpson and Mr. Addicks, and were
as follow, viz:

YEAS.

Mossrs. Achenbach, Alricks, Andrews,
Black, Charles A., Bowman, Brown, Car-
ter, Clark, Corbett, Corson, Curtin, Dodd,
Dunning, Edwards, Ewing, Fulton,
Fuanck, Gilpin, Guthrie, Hazzard, Hop-
kins, Horton, Howard, Kaine, M’ Allister,
M’Connell, M’Murray, Mantor, Mott, Pat-
terson, T. H. B., Porter, Purman, Purvi-
ance, John N., Smith, Henry W., Smith,
W. H., White, Harry, White, J. W. F.,
and Woodward—38.
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NAYS.

Messrs. Addicks, Ainey, Baily, (Per-
ry,} Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Baker,
Bannan, Barthelomew, Biddle, Black,
J. 8., Boyd, Brodhead, Buckalew,
Campbell, Cochran, Darlington, Davis,
De France, Dimmick, Ellis, Hall, Hanna,
Harvey, Hemphill, Hunsicker, Lamber-
ton, Lawrence, Lilly, Long, M’Camant,
M’Culloch, MacVeagh, Mann, Newlin,
Patterson, D. N., Patton, Reed, Andrew,
Reynolds, James L., Reynolds, S. H,,
Ross, Runk, Russell, Simpson, Smith,
H. G., Stanton, Struthers, Temple, Tur-
rell, Van Reed, Wetherill, J. M., Weth-
erill, John Price, Wherry, Worrell and
Meredith, President—52.

So the question was determined in the
negative.

And the question recurring, will the
Convention agree to the resolution as
amended ?

Mr. MACVEAGH rose to a question of
order, viz:

“#That when the previous question is
moved, and the question, shall the main
question be now put, is determined in
the negative, the main question goes over
for the day.”

The Chair ‘submitted the question to
the Convention for decision; and on the
guestion, is the point of order well taken?

A division wascalled, resultingin a vote
of fifty-two in the affirmative to twenty-
three in the negative. So the guestion
was determined in the affirmative, and
the Chair declared the main question out
of the House for the day.

RESOLUTIONS.

Mr. STANTON offered the following reso-
Juation, which was read and laid on the
table:

Resolved, That the Committee on State
Institutions and Buildings be increased
to eleven members.

My, DarLINGTON offered the following
resolution, which was read and referred
to the Committee on Executive Depart-
ment:

Resolved, That the Executive Commit-
tee be instructed to inquire into the ex-
pediency of so amending the Constitution
as to provide that the judges of the Su-
preme Court shall, from time to time, ap-
point eight discreet and competent per-
sons, who shall compose the council of
pardons. They shall serve without pe-
cuniary compensation, but their travel-
ing expenses shall be pald by the Trea-
sury. They shall be convened at the seat
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of government whenever the Governor
shall require them. No pardon shall
be granted without the consent of at Jeast
four of the counecil, and in no case shall a
pardon be granted before conviction,

Also, the following, which was read and
referred to the Committee on Legislature:

Resolved, That the Committee on -the
Legislature be instructed to inquire into
the expediency of so amending the Con-
stitution as to provide that Senators shall
be chosen by single districts; where a
district shall be composed of two or more
counties they shall be contiguous, and
form, as nearly as practicable, compact
territory ; when a city or county shall be
entitled to two or more Senators it shall
be divided by ward or township lines; no
city or county shall be entitled to more
than five Senators; Representatives shall
be chosen by single districts of contigu-
ous and compact territory, composed ot
wards and townships, without to county
lines.

Mr. STANTON offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and referred to
the Committee on Judiciary:

WHEREAS, Numerous cases have oc-
curred in legal practice in which parties
have been convicted of murder under eir-
cumstances in which juries have had their
sympathies justly and properly excited in
favor of the accused, and which jurieswere
yet obliged to find a verdict of guilty,
trusting to the pardoning power of the
Governor to exercise a clemency which
was beyond their own power; therefore,

Resolved, That the Committee on Judi-
ciary be directed to inquire into the expe-
diency of so amending the Constitution as
to provide for the rendition of the verdict
¢« guilty with extenuating circumstances,”’
which verdict shall not render the ac-
cused liable to death, but to imprison-
ment for a term of years.

Also, the following resolution, which
was read and referred to the Committee
on Suffrage, Election and Representation :

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf-
frage, Election, &ec., be instructed to con-
sider the propriety of so amending the
Constitution as to provide that the time of
holding the general electionsof this Com-
monwealth shall be on the first Tuesday
of November in each year.

Mr. W, H. SMITH offered the following
resolution, which was read and referred
to the Committee on Declaration of
Rights, intended to take the place of
section seven of ninth article, and to be
referred to the committee on that article.
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In all prosecutions for libel the truth
may be given in evidence. And if it ap-
pear to the jury that the matter charged
to be libelous is true, and was published
for good motives and justitiable ends, the
accused shall be acquitted. The jury
shall have the right to determine the law
and the facts.

Mr. STRUTHERS offered the following
resolution, which was read and referred
to the Committee on Industrial Interests
and Labor:

Resolved, That the Committee on Indus-
trial Interests and Labor be instructed to
inquire and report as to the expediency of
a clause in the Constitution to prevent
legislation interfering with the rights of
the employerand employee, to regulate
the hours of labor and prices to be paid
for the same by mutual agreement.

Mr. EwinNG offered the following reso-
tution, which was read and referred tothe
Committee on Private Corporations, For-
eign and Domestic, &e. :

Resolved, That the Committee on Cor-
porations be requested to inquire and re-
port as to the expediency of inserting in
the Constitution the following provisions :

First. The Legislature shall provide, by
general law, for the supervision and ex-
amination of the condition, business and
assets of all insurance companies domg
husiness in the Commonwealth.

Second. After July 1, 1874, no fire insu-
rance company (other than mutual) shall
be permitted to transact business or take
risks on property in any city in this Com-
monwealth, having a population of fifty
thousand or upwards, unless such com-
pany shall at the time have a paid up
and unimpaired capital of not less than
tive hundred thousand dollars.

Also, the following resolution, which
was read and referred to the Committee
on Cities and City Charters:

Resolved, That the Committee on Cities
and City Charters be requested to inquire
and report asto the expediency of pro-
viding in the Constitution as follows:

1st. The electors of every city shall
choose a mayor, whose term of office shall
he two years, and whoshall be chief execu-
tive officer thereof, and who shall see
that the duties of the various city officers
are faithfully performed.

2d. In cities having a population of one
hundred thousand or upwards the mayor
shall bea salaried officer, and not entitled
to any fees or perquisites in addition to
his salary, and he shall not exercise any
judicial functions, eivil or criminal. He
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shall have a qualified veto on aects and
ordinances passed by the city councils,
the mode and manner of the exercise of
which shall be provided for in the char-
ters of such cities.

Mr. CorrLins offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and referred to
the Comnmittee on Judiciary :

Resolved, There shall be exempt fiom
the liens of judgments, decrees of courts,
and from levy and sale, under the pro-
cess or order of any court at law or
equity in this State, when the cause of
action shall have acerued, afier the adop-
tion of the Constitution, except for non-
payment of taxes, or for a debt incurred
for the purchaseor improvement thereof,
a homestead to the value of not less than
one thousand dollars, or in liea of a home-
stead, personal property of a like value to
every debtor, for the use of such debtor,
such exemption to continue after the
desertion or death of a husband for the
benefit of his wife or widow and minor
children. Such homestead shall not be
alienated by the husband withoutthe con-
sent of thewife, obtained in such manner
as shall beprovided by law.

Mr. LanmBERTOXN offered the following
resolution, which wasread and referred
to the Committee on Executive Depart-
ment :

IResolved, That the Committee on Ex-
ecutive, &ec., be instructed to inquire into
the expediency of so amending the Con-
stitution as to provide for a council advis-
ory to the Governor, to be composed of
ex-Governors of the Commonwealth, to
consider and pass upon applications for
pardons and remission of forfeitures.

Mr. C. A. Brack offered the following
resolution, which was read and referred
to the Comunittee on Declaration of Rights:

In all prosecutions and civil suits
for libel the truth may be given in evi-
dence, and if it shall appear to the jury
that the matter charged as libelous is
true, and was published with good 1mo-
tives, and for justifiable ends, the verdict
shall be for the defendant.

Also, the following resolution which
was read and referred to the Committee
on Legislature :

No appropriation shall be made by the
Legislature for extra pay or other com-
pensation beyond necessary clerk hire,
of any committee, standing or special,
appointed by the Senate or House of Rep-
resentatives, when sitting at the seat of
government, and only for actual and
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necessary expenses when sitting else-
where.

Also, the following resolution, which
was read and referred to the Committee
on Legislation :

In case of a contested election in the
Senate or House of Representatives the
person only who isdeclared to be entitled
to a seat, by the House in which the con-
test takes place, shall receive from' the
Btate such compensation as received by
other members, and no appropriation
shall be made by the Legislature for the
pay of witnesses or other expenses of
either party.

Mr. BropHEAD offered the following
resolution, which was read and referred
to the Committee on Judiciary :

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Judiciary be requested to take into con-
sideration the propriety of a constitutional
provision authorizing every man of good
moral'character to practice as an attorney
in' the several courts of this Common-
wealth.

Mr’RUNK offered the following resolu-
tion, which was read and referred to the
Committee on Legislation :

Resotved, That no person who has been
or hereafter shall be convicted of bribery,
perjury or other infamous crime, nor any
person who has been or may be a collector
or holder of publie moneys who shall not
have accounted for and paid over, accord-
ing to ldw, all such moneys due from
him, shall be eligible to the General As-
sembly or to any office of profitor trust in
this State.

Mr. WHERRY offered the following reso-
lution, which was readand referred to the
-Committee on Agriculiure, Mining, Manu-
factures and Commerce :

Resolved, That the Constitution ought
to provide for the electjon of a State Com-
missioner of agriculture, mining, manu-
factures and statistics, who shall hold his
office for ——— years, and perform such
duties as shall be prescribed by law.

Mr. LinLy offered the following resolu-
tion, which was read and referred to the
Committee on Judiciary :

Resolved, That the Committee on Judi-
ciary berequested to take into considera-
tion the question of residence, and report
a sectlon clearly defining what constitutes
a residence.

Mr. Ross offered the following resolu-
tion, which was read and referred to the
Committee on Militia :

Resolved, That the Committee on Mili-
tia be requested to inguire into the expe-
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diency of providing, by legislative enact-
ment, that the expenses of the military de-
partment of the State government shall
be paid out of the general fund, and that
no militia, or other special tax, shall be
levied or collected for any military pur-
pose.

Mr. TeEMmpLE offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and referred to
the Committee on Judiciary :

Resolved, That the Judiciary Commit-
tee be requested to inquire intg the pro-
priety of so amending the Constitution as
to abolish the grand jury system. -

Mr. Ross offered the following resolu-
tion, which was read and referred to the
Committee on Suftrage,Election and Rep-
resentation :

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf-
frage, Election and Representation be re-
quested to inquire into the expediency of

to amending section four of article third:

of the Constitution that the same shall
provide that qualified electorsof the Com-
monwealth, though in actual military ser-
vice under requisition from the President
of the United States, or by the authority
of this Commonwealth, shall exercise the
right of suffrage in' all elections by the
citizens only when present at the respec-
tive places of election of which they are
residents.

Mr. JoaN M. WETHERILL offered the
following resolution, which was read and

referred f{o the Committee on Pr¥vate:

Corporations, Foreign and Domestic, &ec.:
No corporation shall be created for ag-

- ricultural purposes, nor’ shall any exist-

ing corporation be authorized to hold
lands for such purposes,

Mr. CaMPBELL offered the following
resolution, which was read and referred
to the Committee on Judiciary :

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Judiciary take into consideration the fol-
lowing suggestion ¢

That the only intermediate courts be-
tween the justices’ courts, or justices of
the peace, and the Supreme Court shall
be courts of common pleas, which shall
be holden by judges elected in counties
in the ratio of one judge to every thirty-
five thousand inhabitaxts, and that said

. judges shall be elected by the- cummula-.

tive system for terms of ten years.

Mr. ANDREWS offered the following-
resolution, which was read and referred
to the Committee on Legislafion :

Resolved, That the Legislature be re-.

quired to provide by law, with proper re-
straint, (and penalties for the violation
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of same,) for the sale of vinous, spiritous
and aleoholic liquors for medicinal, me-
chanical, chemical and sacramental pur-
poses.

Mr. Gieson offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and referred to the
Committee on Judiciary :

Resolved, That the Cominittce on the
Judiciary take info consideration the pro-
priety of abolishing the oath as adminis-
tered in courts of justice or elsewhere, and
to provide that a solemn promise to tell the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but
the truth shall, in case of violation of the
same, subject the party so offending to
the penalties of perjury, as originally pro-
vided by the founders of the Common-
wealth.

Mr. C. A. BLaok offered the following
resolution, which was read and referred
to the Committee on Suffrage, Elcction
and Representation :

The Governor shall have power to remit
fines and forfeitures, and grant reprieves
and pardons, except in cases of impeach-
ment. Butno reprieve or pardon shall be
granted without the recommendation, in
writing, of all the members of the court
before whom the person applying for a
reprieve or pardon was convicted, and of
the Attorney General or district attorney
who prosecuted for the Commonwealth.
And such recommendations shall be re-
corded and filed in the office of the Sec-
retary of the Commonwealth.

Mr. H. G. SMITH offered the following
resolution, which was read and referred
to the Committee on Legislation:

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Legis-
lation be instructed to inquire into the
expediency of so amending the Constitu-
tion as to provide that the Legislature
shall make no appropriation of money,
except by vote of a majority of each
House elected, upon the call of the yeas
and nays; that what is known as the
general appropriation bill shall embrace
nothing but appropriations for the ordi-
nary expenses of the executive, legisla-
tive and judicial departments of the State
government ; that all otherappropriations
shall be made by separate acts of Assem-
bly, no such act to embrace more than
one item of expenditure.

Mr.WorrEeLLoffered the following reso-
lution, which was read and referred to the
Committee on Legislation :

Resolved, That no bill apportioning
Senators or Representatives, or Represen-
titives in Congress, shall become a law un-
1238 it be approved by three-fifths of each

branch of the Legislature; the votes of
both Houses to be determined by yeas and
nays, and the names of the persons voting
for or against the bill shall be ontered on
the Journals of each House respectively.

Mr. Mortt offered the following resolu-
tion, which was read and referred to the
Committee on Judiciary :

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Judiciary be requested to take into con-
sideration the propriety of extending the
term of the judges of the Supreme Court
to twenty years, and made ineligible for
a second term, and to be retired for imbe-
cility on account of any dispensation of
Providence, or extreme old age, in such
manner as the committee may devise.

Mr. CaMPBELL offered the following
resolution, which was read and referred
tothe Committee on Declarationof Rights

Resolved, That the Committee on De-
claration of Rights take into consideration
the following proposed addition to that
section of the Constitution :

That married women shall have the
same rights over the acquisition, control
or disposition of their separate property,
real or personal, as men have over theirs.

Mr. RUNK offered the following resolu-
tion, which was read and referred to the
Committee on Legislature:

Resolved, That the House of Represen-
tatives shall consist of three hundred
members, each member to be elected
from a separate district, composed of con-
tignous and compact territory, the popu-
lation of which districts shall be as nearly
equal as practicable without a division of
the territorial limitsof election precincts:
Provided, that each connty shall have at
least one Representative.

Also, the following resolution, which
was read and referred to the Committee
on Legislature:

The Senate shall consist of one hun-
dred members, each to be elected from a
separate district of contiguous and com-
pact territory, the population of which
districts shall be as nearly equal as
practicable, except in the city and county
of Philadelphia, from which there shall
be nine Senators, elected from like sepa-
rate districts of contiguous and compact
territory : Provided, That each county
shall have at least one Senator.

Mr. M’MURrRaY offered the following
resolution, which was read and referred to
the Committee on Suffrage, Election and
Representation :

Resolved, Every male citizen of the
United States over twenty-one years of
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age, who has resided within the State one
year, within the county six months, and
within the election district sixty days next
preceding any election held therein, and
who has paid a State or county tax that
has becen assessed against him within two
years next preceding such election, shall
be a qualified voter ; but no person of un-
sound mind, or pauper, shall be allowed
to vote at any such election ; and nohousa-
keeper shall be permitted to vote inany
election district except the one in which
his family actually resides at the time he
offers to vote. .

No person in attendance at any college,
saminary or other institution of learning
within the State shall, by reason of such
attendance, gain such a residence as will
entitle him to vote at any election in the
election distriet in which he may so re-
side, except he be a housekeeper, and his
family actually reside therein.

No elector of the State shall ever be de-
prived of the right to vote at any election
by reason of not having been registered
or listed as a qualified voter.

The Legislature shall pass a law or
laws depriving of the right of suffrage
all persons convicted of treason, felony
and bribery in elections.

Mr. C. A. Brack offered the following
resolution, which wasread and referred to
the Committee on Suffrage, Election and
Representation :

Resolved, If any person shall give or
offer to give, directly or indirectly, any
bribe, prescnt or reward, or any promise,
or any security for the payment or the
delivery of money, or any other thing to
induce any voter to refrain from casting
his vote, or to prevent him in any way
from voting, or to procure a vote for any
candidate or person proposed or voted for
as elector of President and Vice President
of the United States or Representative in
Congress, or for any office of trust or
protit created by the Constitution and
laws of this State, the person giving or
offering to give, and the person receiving
the same, and any person who givesor
causes to be given an illegal vote, know-
ing it to be such, at any electicn horeafter
to be held in this State shall, on convie-
tion in a court of law, in addition to the
penalties now or hereafter to be imposed
by law, be forever disqualified to hold
any office of profit or trust, or to vote at
any elecsionin this Commonwealth.

Mr. Many offered the following reso-
tution, which was road and referred to the
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Committee on Industrial Interests and
Tabor:

Resolved, That the Constitution of the
State ought to be so amended as to securc
to a wife, on the death of her husband,
the same legal rights and privileges as
are enjoyed by a husband on the death of
his wife. '

Mr. DE France offered the following
resolution, which was read and referred
to the Committee on Railroads and
Canals:

Resoived, That every railroad now con-
structed, or hereafter to be constructed,
in this State shall be substantially fenccd
by the owner thereof, and in case any
railroad company shall neglect or refuse
to fence its road the said company shall be
responsible for all damage accruing to
the property of the inhabitants thereof in
consequence of such failure.

Mr. HARvVEY offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and referred
to the Committee on Railroads and
Canals :

Resolved, That the Committee on Rail-
roads be instructed to inquire into the
expedieney of reporting the following as
a Constitutional provision:

All railroads which are now or may
hercafter be construcied are hereby de-
clared public highways, and shall be
open to all persons for the transportation
of their persons and property, under such
regulations as may be established by law;
and the General Assembly shall, from
time to time, pass laws establishing
maximum rates of charges for passenger
fare and for through4nd local freight.

Also, the following resolution, which
was read and referred to the Committee
on Suffrage, Election and Representa-
tion :

Resolved, That the Committee upon
Suffrage, Election and Representation be
ingtructed to inquire into the expediency
of amending article three, section one
of the Constitution,so that it will read as
follows :

In elections by the citizens every male
citizen of the age of twenty-one years, hay-
ing resided in this State one year and in
the election district where he offers to
vote three months immediately preceed-
ing such eclection, shall enjoy the rights
of an elector; but a citizen of the United
States who had previously been a quali-
fied voter of this State, and removed
therefrom and returned, shall, after re-
siding in the State six months, and in the
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clection distriet three months, be entitled
to vote.

Also, the following resolution, which
was read and referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary :

Resolved, That the Committee on Judi-
ciary be instructed to inquire into the ex-
pediency of presenting a provision that
cach county having a population of fifty
thousand or more shall be a separate ju-
dicial district.

Also, the following resolution, which
was read and referred to the Committee
on Legislation :

Resolved, That the Committee on Leg-
islation be instructed to inquire into the
propriety of so amending article one
section six of the Constitution, so asto
provide that each county shall be a Sena-
torial district, and shall be entitled to one
Senator; that the city of Philadelphia
shall be a Senatorial district, and shall
be entitled to six Senators, to be elected at
large in said city, and that the city of
Pittsburg shall be a Senatorial district,
and entitled to one Senator.

Mr. ANDREWS offered the following
resolution, which was read and referred
to the Committee on Counties, Townships
and Boroughs: )

Resolved, A new county may be formed
by act of Legislature as often or whenever
two-thirds of the electors within the pro-
posed houndary shall, at any annual elee-
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tion, vote in favor of some: Provided,
That no new county shall contain less
than three hundred square miles,nor shail
any line thereof pass within less than ten
miles of any county seat.

Also, the following resolution, which
was read and referred to the Conimittee
on Legislation :

Resolved, That the Legislature be¢ re-
quired, as soon as the present contem-
plated Constitution is adopted or in force,
to pass a law and by appropriate penalties
prohibit the sale, giving away, or in any
manner or form furnishing intoxicating
liquors of any kind, by any person or per-
SONs, eompany or corporation, to or for
any other person or persons, company or
corporation, to be used as a beverage.

Mr. HopKins offered the following resc-
lution, which was read and referred to
the Committee on Suffrage, Election and
Representation :

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf-
frage, Election and Representation be re-
quested to report an article forever dis-
franchising all persons who shall commit
fraud in any election in this Common-
wealth, whether by voting more than
once, altering returns, bribing voters ov
in any other manner.

On motion of Mr. Temple, the President
adjourned the Convention until Tuesday,
January 7, 1873, to meet in the city of
Philadelphia.
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ELEVENTH DAY.

.

TUESDAY, January 7, 1873,

The Convention met at twelve o’clock
M., pursuant to adjournment, in the city
of Philadelphia, the hall used being one
owned by the city and fitted up by the
¢ity authorities for the parpose, situate on
Spruce street, between Fifth and Sixth
streets.

The PrBESIDENT took the Chair and an-
nounced that a quorum of members was
present.

The Journal of proceedings of Wednes-
day, November 27, 1872, was read.

Mr. J. M. WETHERILL. I rise tb cor-
rect the minutes of the Convention. A
resolution, offered by myself, with regard
to agricultural corporations, was referred
to the Committee on Agriculture, Mining,
Manufactures and Commerce. It is dif-
ferently stated in the minutes, however.

The correction wasordered to be made,
and the Journal, as corrected, was ap-
proved.

NATIONAL BANKS IN PENNSYLVANIA.

" The PRESIDENT presented a communi-
cation from the Secretary of the Treasury
of the United States, transmitting, in
answer to a resolution of the Convention,
a list of the national banks in Pennsyl-
vania, their location, date of organization
and capital stock, which was referred to
the Committee on Private Corporations.

DRAWING FOR SEATS.

Mr. ARMSTRONG offered the following
resolution, whieh was twice read and con-
sidered :

Resolved, That the Convention will now
proceed to the selection of seats in the
following manner: All sgeats shall be va-
cated. - The Clerk shall prepare for every
member a separate ballot, which shall be
as nearly as possible alike, and shall be
separately and closely rolled up and
placed in a box, which shall then be well
shaken and placed upon the President’s
desk. A page, blindfolded, shall with-
draw the ballots, ore at a time, and hand
the same to the Clerk, who shall an-
nounee the name thus drawn. The per-
son whose name is called shall imme-
diately select his seat. Another ballot

shall then, in like manner, be drawn,and
the person called shall select a seat, and
so continuously until all the ballots are
drawn. Each member who shall select
his seat shall continue to occupy it until
the drawing is completed. All seats va-
cant when any name is announced shall
be subject to selection. The name of any
person called who does not personally
answer shall be laid aside until all the
names in the box are called.

Mr. RuNK. 1 offer the following
amendment :

‘That the following persons be permitted
to select seats without lot, to wit : Mem-
bers of the former Constitutional Conven-
tion of this State, those who have held the
office of Governor of 'the State, judges of
the Supreme Court and members of the
United States Senate.”” [¢“No! No!"}

The amendment was réjected.

Mr, Hay. I move tostrike outall after
the word ‘“manner’’ and insert the follow-
ing: ¢ That numbers from one to one
hundred and thirty-two, inclusive, be
marked upon separate slips of paper and

“placed in a box, and that the roll ot

members be called, and that upon each
name being called one of the slips of
paper be taken from the box by the Clerk,
and that the member thereon be the
number of the seat of that member.”
[“No! No!”]

The amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. J. R. REaD. I offer the following
amendment :

“In the event of a person called not an-
swering to his name the Assistant Clerk
shall selecta seat for him, and place a card
upon it with the member’s namne there-
on.” [“No!No!’}

Mr. N1LES. Mr. President: It strikes
me that that is a very properamendment.
I know of members of this Convention
who are unavoidably detained to-day on
account of sickness, which has overtaken
them on their way here, and it seems to
me but fair that the Clerk or some of
their friends should make a selection for
them. My eolleague (Mr. Elliott) is una-
ble to be here. He started when I did,
but was detained at Williamsport on ac-
count of the sickness of his wife,
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Mr. D. W. PATTERSON. Mr. President :
I hope that the amendment will prevail.
One of my colleagues (Mr. H. G. Smith)
met with an accident the other day and
is unavoidably absent. Ithink the Clerk
or some friend should be permitted to se-
leci a seat for him. The proposition em-
bodied in the amendment is but fair,
and I hope it will be aceepted by the Con-
vention.

Mr. LITTLETON. Mr. President: I de-
sire to say that T have made a promise to
select a seat for the gentleman from In-
diana, (Mr. Harry White,) who is detained
at Harrisburg by official business. It
does seem to me that some such amend-
ment is necessary.

Mr. J. M. BaiLEY. Mr. President: I
ofter the following as a substitute for the
amendment offered by the gentleman
{from Philadelphia (Mr. J. R. Read:)

“When the name of a member is called
who does not personally answer the mem-
_ bers from the same district shall have the

privilege ot selecting a seat for him.”
{“No! No!”}

The substitute was rejeeted.

The question being upon the amend-
ment offered by the gentleman from
Philadelphia, (Mr. J. R. Read,) it was re-
jected.

Mr, CUYLER. Mr. President: I move
to strike out of the original resolution the
words “a page blindfolded” and insert
“the Clerk.” I think it more betits tho
dignity of the body to draw in that man-
ner.

The amendment was rejected.

The question being upon the resolution
offered by the gentleman from Lycoming,
(Mr. Armstrong,) it was agreed to.

A page was then blindfolded, the names
of all the members placed in a box and
the drawing commenced. As each name
was called the members took seats, as fol-
lows:

No. 1. Mr. Andrew Reed, seat No. 27
2. Mr. Wherry, 49
3. Mr. Corson, 26
4. Mr. Dallas, 28
8. Mr. Niles, 70
6. Mr. Ross, 25
7. Mr. M"Murray, 100
8. Mr. MacConnell, 58
9. Mr. J. M. Wetherill, 29

10. Mr. Clark, 80
11. Mr. Hazzard, 71
12, Mr. Corbett, 50
13. Mr. Andrews, 91
14. Mr. Carey, 12
15. Mr. Brown, 79

No. 16.
17.
18,
19.
20,
21.
22
23,
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31
32,
33.
35.
36.
37,
38.
30.
40,
41.
42,
43,
44.
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Collins,

G. W, Palmer,
Gibson,
Kaine,
Dimmick,

W. H. Smith,
Ellis,

Funek,

S. H. Reynolds,
Achenbach,
Dunning,
Barelay,

. Horton,
r. Hemphill,
. Craig,

Cuyler,
Parsons,
Mantor,
Hanna,
Brodhead,
Runk,
‘Worrell,
Hopkins,
Russell,
Ewing,
Baer,

Long,
Newlin,
Hay,

Jno. R. Read,
Knight,

J. Price Wethorill,
Bowman,
Turrell,

De France,
S. A, Purviance,
Van Reed,
M’Culloch,
Guthrie,
Armstrong,
Mann,
Porter,
Church,
Minor,
Howard,
Metzger,
Fulton,
Woodward,
Lamberton,
D. W. Patterson,
Wright,
Walker,

J. 8. Black,
Buckalew,
Mott,

Fell,
Cassidy,
Campbell,
Finney,
Curry;
Heverin,
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No.77. Mr. J. N, Purviance, absent.
78. Mr. Sharpe, 11
79. Mr. Harvey, G4
80. Mr. Hall, 76
81. Mr. MacVeagh, 32
82. Mr. Curtin, ' 1
83. Mr. Cochran, 34
84, Mr. M’Clean, 46
85, Mr. Addicks, 17
86. Mr. Bartholomew, 16
87. Mr. Edwards, 45
88. Mr. Rooke, 84
§9. Mr. Elliott, absent.
90. Mr. Bardsley, 14
91. Mr. C. A. Black, 5
92. Mr. Lear, 22
93. Mr. Purman, 74
94, Mr. Stewart, absent.
95. Mr. Hunsicker, 44
96, Mr. Biddle, 115
97. Mr. H. W. Smith, 2
98. Mr. Stanton, 65
99. Mr. H. W. Palmer, 131
100. Mr. Harry White, absent.

101. Mr. Landis, absent.
102, Mr. J. W. F. White, 68
103, Mr. Struthers, absent
104. Mr. Bannan, 66
105. Mr. Jos. Baily, 15
106. Mr. Davis, 97
107. Mr. Gowen, 23
108. Mr. Gilpin, 94
109. Mr, T. H. B. Patterson, 38
110. Mr. Carter, 13
111. Mr. Beebe, 92
112. Mr. Darlington, 118
113. Mr. Temple, 3
114. Mr. Broomall, 96
115. Mr. Simpson, . 108
116. Mr. Patton, absent.
117. Mr. J. L. Reynolds, 121
118. Mr. Littleton, , 67
119. Mr. Pughe, absent.
120. Mr. Cronmiller, 87
121. Mr. H. G. Smith, absent.
122. Mr. M’Camant, 85
123. Mr. Lilly,. 95
124, Mr. J. M. Bailey, 93
125. Mr. Ainey, 86
126. Mr. Boyd, 124
127. Mr. Lawrence, 117
128. Mr. Dodd, absent.
129. Mr. D. N. White, 116
130. Mr. Alricks, 105
131, Mr. Baker. 104
132. Mr. M’Allister, 106

SEATS OF ABSENT MEMBERS.

Mr. BropugeaD offered the following
resolution, which was twice read and
agreed to:
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Resolved, That the members from the
same districts as absent members be now
permitted to make choice of seats for
them as the names of such absent mem-
bers are drawn, in a manner similar to
that already observed.

The names of absent members were
then called and seatsselected for them by
their colleagues, as follows:

Mr. Harry White, seat No. 114
Mr. Dunning, 130
Mr. Stewart, 107
Mr. Turrell, 127
Mr. J. N, Purviance, 113
Mr. Elliott, 110
Mr. W. H. Smith, 108
Mr. Struthers, 123
Mr. Hopkins, 109
Mr. Dodd, 111
Mr. Pughe, 128
Mr, H. G. Smith, 126
" Mr. Patton, 129
Mr. Landis, 125

ORIGINAL RESOLUTIONS.

The PRESIDENT.
are now in order.

Mr. BRopHEAD offered the following
resolution, which was read :

Resolved, That when this Convention
adjourns it adjourn to meet to-morrow
at twelve o’clock M., and that hereafter
the daily sessions shall commencs at that
hour.

The question being, shall the Conven-
tion proceed to the second reading and
consideration of the resolution? a division
was called for, and being taken, resulted,
affirmative forty-one, negative seventy-
one. So the Convention refused to pro-
ceed to the second reading of the resolu-
tion.

Original resolutions

THANKS TO CITY COUNCILS, &C.

Mr. RUSSELL.
resolution :

Resolved, 'That the thanks of this Con-
veution be and they are hereby tendered
to the city councils of the city of Philadel-
phia for the handsome and comfortable
hall, committee rooms, etc., which they
have furnished the Convention, and to
the committee of councils and of the
Convention who have had charge of the
arrangements necessary for the sessions of
the Convention in said city.

Mr. FELL. Ihopethat willbe postponed
until the last day of the session.

The resolution was read twice and
agreed to.

I offer the following
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Mr. BroomarL. X offer the the follow-
_ing resolution : .

Resolved, That, until otherwise ordered,
the Convention will hold one session per
day, commencing at ten o’clock A. M.,
and adjourning at two P. M.

Mr. SiMpson. Irise to a point of order:
That is already the rule of the House. We
have already adopted that as a rule of the
Convention; and therefore the resolution
is unnecessary.

Mr. KaiNg. 1 would inquire whether
there is not a resolution on the minutes of
this Convention, that we meet at ten
o’clock and adjourn at two o’clock daily,
until otherwise ordered. [Yes.] If that is
the resolution, then it is theorder of the
Convention that we adjourn at two
n’clock without any motion.

The PRESIDENT. Debate is not in or-
der. The resolution referred to by the
gentleman as having been heretofore
adopted will be read.

The CHIiEF CLERK read the following
resolution, adopted on the thirteenth of
November, 1872, on the motion of Mr.
Dallas : :

Resolved, Thal, until otherwise ordered,
this Convention will hereafter meet at
ten o'clock A. M. and adjourn at two P.
M. of each day.

Mr. STaANTON. I move to strike out
“ten’’ and insert ‘‘eleven,” and strike out
¢two’’ and insert ‘“three.”

The PRESIDENT. The resolution just
read, adopted on a previous day, fixesthe
regular hour of meeting at ten o'clock A,
M., and of adjournmentat two P. M. ; and
therefore this present resolution is not in
order, for it is identical with the standing
order of the House.

Mr. J. W, F. WHITE. I move that the
House do now adjourn.

The motion was not agreed to.

LEAVES OF ABSENCE.

Mr. LAWRENCE. Iask leaveof absence
for Mr. J. N. Purviance, who is detained
at home by sickness, for a few days from
to-day.

The PRESIDENT. That motion is not
now in order ; but by unanimous consent
the application may be received at this
time. [Consent.] The Chairwill put the
question on granting leave.

Leave was granted.

Mr. Hay. I ask leaveof absence for my
colleague, Mr. W, H. Smith.

Leave was granted.

e
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Mr. BEEBE asked and obtained leave of
absence for Mr. Dodd.

Mr. J. M. Baiuey asked and obtain-
ed leave of absence for Mr. Landis.

Mr. WHERRY asked and obtained leave
of absence for Mr. Stewart.

Mr. S. H. REyNoLDs asked and obtained
leave of absence for Mr. H. G. Smith.

DAILY SESSIONS.

Mr. GowEeN. 1 offer the following reso-
lution:

Resolved, That until otherwise ordered
by the Convention, its sessions shall be
held at twelve o'clock M., and continue
until four o’clock P. M., and that no ses-
sion shall be held on Saturdays.

On the question of proceeding to the
second reading of the resolution a divi-
sion was called for, which resulted ayes
forty-four, nays fifty-seven.

So it was determined in the negative.

Mr. DaLras. Imove that, until farther
ordered, the hour, of meeting be from
eleven in the morning until two in the
afternoon.

Mr. DARLINGTON. lIsthatamendable?

The PRESIDENT. Certainly.

Mr. DARLINGTON. I move to strike
out ‘“eleven’” and insert “ten.”

Mr. KAINE. I rise merely to make an
inquiry. My understanding of a resolu-
tion such ag has been read here, which we
adopted at Harrisburg, that we meet at
ten and adjourn at two until otherwise
ordered, is that that is the length of the
session, and the moment two o’clock ar-
rives the Speaker adjourns the House
without any motion. That is certainly
the rule. I insist that the House adjourn
at two o’clock under that order until it is
otherwise ordered.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will state,
in answer to theinquiry just made, that he
has always been of opinion that an order
of the House for adjourning at a particular
hour is to be executed by the House, inas-
much as it involves a question of fact
which the Chair mjght not be able to de-
cide. If heis wrongin this impression
he will cheerfully comply with the order
of the House. Ifit is the general sense of
the House that the Chair shall adjourn
the body without a motion at the hour
tixed, they will be kind enough to say
“aye.”” [Many ‘“ayes.”’] Those of the con-
trary opinion will say *“mno.” [A few
“nays.”] The ayes appear to have it; the
yeas haveit. The House standsadjonrned
until ten o’clock to-morrow morning.



CONSTITUTIONAL CON\}EE&ITION.

TWELFTH DAY.

WEDNESDAY, January 8, 1873.

The Convention met at ten’ o’clock A.
M.

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings
was read and approved.

MILITARY SERVICE.

Mr. BrooMALL offered the following
resolutions, which were read and referred
to the Committee on the Militia :

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Militia be instructed to inquire into the
expediency of exempting from military
service, and from all payments of money
in lieu thereof, all members of such re-
ligious societies or sects as make opposi-
tion to war a fundamental principle of
their creed or discipline.

Resolved, That said committee inquire .

into the expediency of prohibiting the
Legislature from passing any law requir-
ing or paying for any military service or
exercises except during invasion or insur-
rection.

RAILROADS AND CANATLS.

Mr. Jos. BaiLy offered the following
proposed article of amendment to the
Coustitution, which was read and re-
ferred to the Committee on Railroads and
Canals:

ARTICLE—.
RATILROADS AND CANALS.

SECT—. Every railroad and canal cor-
poration organized or doing business in
this State, under the laws or authority
thereof, shall have and maintain a public
office or place, in this State, for the trans-
action of its business, where transfers of
stock shall be made, and in which shall
be kept, and in which shall be kept, for
public inspection, books, in which shall
be recorded the amount of capital stock
subscribed and by whom; the names
of the owners of its stock and the
amounts owned by them respectively;
the amounts of stock paid in and by
whom ; the transfers of said stock; the
amount of its assets and liabilities, and
the names and places of residence of its
officers. The directors of every railroad

and canal company shall annually make
a report, under oath, to the Auditor Gen-
eral, or some officer to be designated by
law, of all their acts and doings, which
repori shall include such matters relating
to railroads and canals as may be pre-
scribed by law.

SecT.—. The rolling stockandall mova-
ble property belonging to any railroad
or canal company or corporation in this
State shall be considered personal pro-
perty, and shall be liable to execution
and sale in the same manner as the per-
sonal property of individuals, and the
Legislature shall not have power to enact
laws exempting any such property from
execution and sale.

SEcT. —. No railroad or canal eorpora-
tion shall have the right to invest in the
stock, or purchase or lease the franchise
and property or estateof any other railroad
or canal corporation or company. Neither
shall they have the right to purchase and
hold, in the name of the officers of such
corporations, or by trustees, any mineral
or other lands, except such lands as may
be necessary for the econstruction and con-
venient operating of such railroads and
canals. And it is hereby declared that
all railroads and canals heretofore con-
structed, or that may be hereafter con-
structed, in this State, are public high-
ways, and all persons shall have equal
right to transport their persons and pro-
perty thereon, under such regulations as
may be prescribed by law. And the Leg-
islature shall, from time to time, pass
laws establishing reasonable maximum
rates of charges for the transportation of
passengers and freight on the different
railroads and canals of this State.

SEcT. —. No railroad or canal corpora-
tion shallissue any stock or bonds, except
for money, labor or property actually re-
ceived and applied to the purposes for
which such corporation was created ; and
all stock, dividends and other fictitious
increase of the capital stock or indebted-
ness of any such corporation shall be
void. Rallroad and ecanal corporations
shall not have the power omright to apply
their stock, assets or franchise to any
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other use, or engage inany other business,
cither in the name of the corporation or
through the instrumentality of agents,
than the construction and maintenance of
their respective railroads and canals, and
to furnish such necessary and convenient
appliances as will secure the expeditious
transportation thereon of persons and
property.

Secr. —. Railroads and canals hereto-
fore constructed, or that may be hereafter
constructed, in this State, shall have the
right to connect with any other railroad
or canalas their respective acts of incor-
poration shall authorize them so to do, by
such safs appliances as may be necessary
to effect that purpose ; and no diserimina-
tion shall be made, in rates of passenger
and freight tariffs, on persons and proper-
ty passing from one railroad or eanal to
another, and no unnecessary delay per-
mitted in forwarding such passengers
and property to their destination. The
objeet being to effect a thorough, equal,
expeditious and convenient system of
transportation throughout the State.

SecT. —. The exercise of the power and
the right of eminent domain shall never
he so construed or abridged as to prevent
the taking, by the Legislature, of the
property and franchises of incorporated
companies already organized, or that may
be hereafter organized, and subjecting
them to the public necessity the same as
the property of individuals; the right
of trial by jury shall be held inviolate in
all trials of claims for compensation
when, in the exercise of the said right of
eminent domain, any incorporated com-
pany shall be interested, either for or
against the exereise of said right

SECT. —. All railroad and canal corpo-
rations engaged in the business of com-
mon carriers shall enjoy all the rights
and be subject to all the duties and obli-
gations of common carriers the same as
individuals engaged in similar business,
but no preference shall be allowed in the
transportation of persons and property
over any railroad or canal. And the Leg-
islature, in enacting laws, establishing
maximum values of damages for injuries
sustained by person and property on rail-
roads and canals, shall not have the power
to incorporate such laws into the char-
tered franchise of such corporations, but
such lawsshall always be subject to modi-
fication or repeal.

SECT. —. Unjust discriminationand ex-
tortion in the rates of passenger and
freight tariffs shall not be allowed on the
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railroads and canals in this State, except
that moderate and reasonable discrimina-
tion in rates of freight passing over lesser
distances may be allowed, and the Legis-
lature shall enact laws to correct abuses
and enforce the provisions relating to
railroads and canals by adequate penal-
ties to the extent, if necessary forthat pur-
pose, of forfeiture of their property and
franchise.

HOURS OF MEETING,

Mr. RuNk offered the following reso-
lution :

Resolved, That for the purpose of ena-
bling the standing committees to meet in
the morning the Convention will, until
those committees have reported, meet at
twelve o’clock, noon, and adjourn at such
hour as may be determined in each day’s
sessjon.

The question being put: Shall the Con-
vention proceed to thesecond reading and
consideration of the resolution, it was de-
termined in the negative.

PRAYERS.

Mr. StTaNTON offered the following
resolution, which was twice read and
agreed to:

Resolved, That the President of this
Convention be requested to invite clergy-
men to open the proceedings of the body
with prayer.

SCHOOL MONEYS.

Mr. J. PriCE WETHERILL offered the
following resolution, which was referred
to the Committee on Education :

Resolved, That the Committee on Edu-
cation be requested to inquire into the ex-
pediency of amending the Constitution
by the addition of the following article :

I. All moneys raised by taxation in the
counties, towns and cities for the support
of public schools, and all moneys which
may be appropriated by the State for the
support of common schools, shall be ap-
plied to and expended in no other schools
than those which are conducted accord-
ing to law, under the order and superin-
tendence of the authority of the county,
town or ¢ity in which the money isto be
expended ; and such moneys shall never
be appropriated to any religious sect for
the maintenance exclusively of its own
schools.

STANDARD OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

Mr. J. PRICcE WETHERILL offered the
following resolution, which was referred
to the Committee on the Executive De-
partment :



Resolved, 'That the Committee on the
Iixecutive Department be requested to
inquire into the expediency of amending
the Constitution by the following article :

All offices for the weighing, gauging,
measuring or inspecting any merchan-
dise, produce, manufacture or commodity
whatever are hereby abolished, and no
such office shall hereafter be erected by
law ; but nothing in this section shall ab-
rogate any office created for the purpose
of protecting the public health or the in-
terest of the State in its property, reve-
nue or purchases, or of supplying the
people with correct standards of weights
and measuves, or shall prevent the crea-
tion of any office for such purposes here-
after.

FORMATION OF NEW COUNTIES.

Mr. N1LEs offered the following, which
was referred to the Committee on Coun-
ties, Townships and Boroughs:

Resolved, That the Committee on Coun-
ties, Townships and Boroughs be re-
quested to inquire into the expediency of
reporting the following amendment to
the Constitution :

ARTICLE—-.
COUNTIES.

S8EcT. 1. No new county shall beformed
or established by the General Assembly
which will reduce the county or counties
or either of them, from which it shall be
taken to less contents than four hundred
square miles, nor shall any county be
formed of less contents; nor shall any
line thereof pass within less than ten
miles-of any county seat of the county or
counties proposed to be divided.

SEcT. 2. No county shall be divided or
have any part stricken therefrom with-
out submitting the question to a vote of
the people of the county, nor unless a
majority of the legal voters of the county
voting on the question shall vote for the
same, . .

Secr. 8. There shall be no territory
stricken from any county unless a ma-
jority of the voters living in such terri-
tory shall petition for such division; and
no territory shall be added to any county
without the consent of the majority of the
voters of the county to which it is pro-
posed to be added. But the portion so
stricken off and added to another county,
in whole or in part, into a new county,
shall be-holden for and obliged to pay’its
proportion of the indebtedness of the
county from which it has been taken.
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COUNTY SEATS.

Sect. 4. No county seat shall be re-
moved until the point to which it is pro-
posed to be removed shall be fixed in pur-
suance of law, and two-thirdsof the voters
of the county, to be ascertained in such
manner as shall be provided by law, shall
have voted in favor of its removal to such
point; and no person shall vote on such
question who has not resided in the coun-
ty six months, and in the election pre-
cinet or distriet ninety days next preced-
ing such election. The question of the
removal of a county seat shall not be
oftener submitted than once in ten years
to a vote of the people. Buf when an at-
tempt is made to remove the county seat
to 4 point nearer to the centre of the coun-
ty, then a majority vote only shall be
necessary.

PROTECTION OF THE PRESS.

Mr. Darras offered the following reso-
lution, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Declaration of Rights:

Resolved, That the Committee on Bill
of Rights be requested to consider and
report whether any and what provision is
necessary for the better protection of the
press in the exercise of the right to com-
ment freely, but with proper motives,
upon the conduct of public men and
measures.

COMMON SCHOOL SINKING FUND.

Mr. HorToN offered the following reso-
lution, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Education:

Resolved, That the Committee on Edu-
cation be requested to-inquire into the ’
expediency of making provision in the
Constitution for a Common School Sink-
ing Fund, converting, if need be, the
existing Sinking Fund into a sinking
fund for common school purposes, add-
ing thereto annually the sum of $500,000,
the interest of the whole to be applied for
the support of the free schools of the
Commonwealth.

RIGHTS OF MAJORITIES IN ELECTIONS.

Mr. HorTON also offered the following
resolution, which was referred to the
Committee on Legislation:

Resolved, That the appropriate commit-
tee be requested to inquire into the expe-
diency of so amending the Constitution as
to prohibit the Legislature from passing

_any law interfering with or infringing -
upon, or abridging the right of the major-

ity torule, orin any mannergivingaid and
comfort to the false assumption that offi-
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cers legally and fairly chosen by a ma-
jority of the suffrages of the people do not
represent the whole people, the minority as
well as the majority.

ORIGIN OF BILLS RAISING REVENUE.

Mr. PURMAN offered the following reso-
lution, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Legislation :

Resolved, That all bills for raising reve-
nue shall originate in the House of Repre-
sentatives; but the Senate may propose
amendments as in other bills, and that
taxation in any one year for every pur-
pose shall never exceed the two-thirds of
the annual rent or return of the subject
of the taxation.

BUREAU OF INDUSTRIAL LAROR.

Mr. Epwarps offered the following
resolution, which wasreferred to the Com-
mittee on Industrial Interests and Labor :

Resolved, That the Committee on In-
dustrial Interests and Labor be requested
to inquire into the expediency of report-
ing the following as part of an article in
the Constitution :

¢« I't shall be the duty of the Legislature
to enact general laws, with proper penal-
ties, for the enforcement of the laws for
the establishment of a bureau of indus-
trial interests and labor. To contain in
said laws the kind of labor, wages per
day, hours of labor per day, with age, na-
tivity and sex, and such other statistical
details relative to all departments of la-
bor in this Commonwealth, especially in
its relations to the commercial, industrial,
social, educational and sanitary conditions
of the labdring classes, and to the perma-
nent prosperity of the productive indus-
try of the Commonwealth.”

COUNTY BOARDS OF SUPERVISORS.

Mr. ManTor offered the following reso-
lution, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Counties, Townships and Bor-
oughs:

Resolved, That the Committee on Coun-
ty, Township and Borough officers be re-
quested to inquire into and report to this
Convention whether, in their judgment, it
would be expedient to adopt a section in
the Constitution as follows :

There shall be in each of the counties of
this State a board of supervisors, com-
posed of one from each of the election
precinets, who shall have exelusive juris-
diction over the following speeific sub-
jects,. but sueh jurisdiction shall not be
exercised in any ease without the assent
of a majority of all the members elected
to such board. .
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- 1st. The location and repairing of
bridges, (except over navigable streams,)
but in case where such bridges shall be
between adjoining counties the concur-
rent action of the board of supervisors of
such counties shall be necessary.

2d. The location, purchase, erection and
care of buildings and purchase of real es-
tate for county and township purposes.

3d. The erection of portions of public
highways into separate road districts for
purposes of improvement.

4th. The use and working as publie
highways of turnpike, plank and macada-
mized roads after they shall have been
lawfully abandoned.

5th. The fixing of salaries of county
officers, and the number, grade and pay
of clerks and subordinate employees in
county offices whose compensation may
be a county charge.

6th. The drainage of swamplands lying
exclusively within the county.

7th. The granting of licences for hotels
(or taverns) and eating houses, and all
other licences now granted by the court
of quarter sessions.

8th. For erecting, dividing and chang-
ing the lines of townships, for fixing and
holding places for elections, for creating
new election districts, for establishing in-
dependent school districts, for erecting
and chartering boroughs, and for all
other such matters as pertain to the gen-
eral and local business for said counties.

RAILROAD COMPANIES’ OBLIGATIONS.

Mr. Arricks offered the following res-
olution, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Legislature:

Resolved, That the Committee on Leg-
islation inquire into the expediency of so
amending the Constitution that no pre-
sent or future obligation or liability of the
Pennsylvania Central or the Philadelphia
and Erie railroad company, or of any
other corporation, for the payment of
money to the Commonwealth shall ever
be transterred, suspended, modified,
altered or remitted, or in any way dimin-
ished or impaired by the Legislature or
other authority ; nor shall such indebted-
ness be released except on payment be-
ing made into the State Treasury.

EXTRA COMPENSATION.

Mr. ALRICKS offered the following reso-
lution, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Legislation :

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis-
lation inquire into the expediency of so
amending the Constitution in article one,
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section twenty-two, that the Legislature
shall not have power to authorize or grant
any extra compensation, pay orallowance
to any public officer, clerk, agent, servant
or contractor for services rendered.

COURTS IN PHILADELPHIA.

Mr. HEVERIN offered the following res-
olution, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary :

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Judiciary be instructed to inguire into
the expediency of amending the Consti-
tution so as to provide for combining the
district court and the court of common
pleas of the city and county of Philadel-
phia into a court, to consist of twelve
judges, and to be called the court of com-
mon pleas, and have the same jurisdiction
and powers as are now conferred by law
upon said courts and judges; and the
said judges shall in turn preside over the
criminal branch of said court, which shall
" hereafter be styled the court of general
sessions, and have the same jurisdiction
as is now conferred by law on the courts
of oyer and terminer, general jail de-
livery and quartersessions of the peace;
and a majority of sueh judges shall con-
stitute a court of appeal in criminal cases.

COURT OF PARDONS.

Mr. HEMPHILL offered the following
resolution, which was referred to the
Committee on the Executive Depart-
ment :

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Execu-
tive Department be requested to inquire
into the propriety of reporting the follow-
ing for incorporation in the new Constitu-
tion:

¢#The Governor shall nominate and,
with the consent of the Senate, appoint
six of the president judges of the courts
of common pleas to constitute, with him-
self, and for the term for which he may be
elected, a court of pardons, and a majority
of said court, of whom the Governor shall
be one, may remit fines and forfeitures
and grant pardons after conviction in all
cases except impeachment, and no pardon
granted before conviction shall avail the
party vleading the same.”

APPOINTMENT AND TENURE OF JUDGES.

Mr. HEMPHILL offered the following
resolution, which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary :

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Judiciary be requested to inquire into the
propriety of reporting the following for
incorperation into the Constitution :

157

I. The Governor shall nominate, and
with the consent of two-thirds of a full
Senate, appoint the judges of the Supreme
Court and the president judges of all other
courts now or that may hereafter be es-
tablished within the Commonwealth.

II. The judges of the Supreme Court
and president judges of all other courts
shall hold their offices during good heha-
vior; but for any reasonable cause, which
shall not be sufficient ground for imnpeach-
ment, the Governor may, with the consent
of two-thirds of a full Senate, remove any
of them.

III. The judges of the Supreme Court
and the president judges of all other
courts shall, for the term for which they
are appointed, be ineligible for any other
office of trust, honor or profit unless it be
another judgeship.

GOVERNOR'S TERM.

Mr. HEMPHILL offered the following
resolution, which was referred- to the
Committee on Executive Department:

Resolved, That the Committee on Ex-
ecutive Department be requested to in-
quire into the propriety of reporting the
following for incorporation in the new
Constitution :

¢ The Governor shall hold his office dur-
ing four years from the third Tuesday of
January next ensuing his election, and
shall not be eligible thereafter.”

INTOXICATING LIQUORS.

Mr. Craig offered the following pro-
posed article and resolution, which were
referred to the Committee on Industrial
Interests:

¢“The manufacture and sale of intoxi-
cating drinks as a beverage is prohibited ;
the Legislature shall provide amply for
the enforcement of this article.”

Resolved, That the above article be sub-
mitted separately to the vote of the people.

RAILROAD FRANCHISES.

Mr. CampBELL offered the following
resolution, which was refsrred to the
Committee on Railroads and Canals:

Resolved, That the Committee ou Rail-
roads and Canals be instructed to inquire .
into the expediency of incorporating into
the Constitution the following section :

¢That no railroad company shall be
hereafter incorporated in this State unless
upon condition that its road shall not
cross any public highway at grade; and
that the franchises of all railroad com-
panies now incorporated shall be revoked
unless, within five years, their roads
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shall beso altered, changed or constructed
that the same shall cross public highways
cither ab.ve or below grade.

AMENDMENTS TO FEDERAL CONSTITU-
TION.

Mr. Boyp offered the following resolu-
tion, which was referred to the Commit-
tee on Legislation :

Resolved, That the proper committee be
instructed to inquire into the expediency
of introducing into the Constitution of
this State the following provision, in sub-
stance, to wit:

“The Legislature shall not ratify any
amendment, or proposed amendment, to
the Constitution of the United States
without first sabmitting such amendment
to a vote of the people. And the Legisla-
ture shall obey and carry out the will of
the majority as expressed in such vote.”

VALIDITY OF ACTS OF ASSEMBLY.

Mr. WorRRreLL offered the following
proposition of amendment to the Consti-
tution, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary :

“In all proceedings between parties
the courts of the Commonweaith are
authorized and emyowered to try and
determine the validity of any act of As-
sembly.”

Mr. WorreLL offered the following
proposition of amendment to the Consti-
tution, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary :

“The Attorney General of the Com-
monwealth shall have authority to pro-
coed, by sciri facias, in any of the courts
of the Commonwealth, to try and deter-
mine the validity of any act of Assem-
bly.”’

PRINTING OF PROPOSITIONS.

Mr. ARMSTRONG. 1 offer the following
resolution for the consideration of the
Convention at this time:

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Judiciary have leave to print such mat-
ter for the use of the committee as, in its
opinion, it may be proper to have printed.

The resolution was read twice, and the
Convention proceeded to consider it.

Mr. ARMSTRONG. 1 desire to say, in
explanation of this resolution, that I have
oftered it by the direction of the Judiciary
Committee. There has been referred to
the committee a very large mass of mat-
ter, and many of the propositions cover-
ing several pages. The committee, hav-
ing me$ saveral times, have endeavored

to digest this mass of matter, find it almost
impracticable in its present form. If the
privilegs be accorded to the eommittee to
have these various suggestions printed
they believe it will greatly facilitate their
consideration of them, and enable them
sooner to report to the Convention. I
trust this privilege will be granted to the
committee, and we will endeavor not to
abuse it but print only such matter as,
in our judgment, will clearly facilitate
the consideration of the business.

Mr. HUNSICKER. I offered a resolution
on the last day of our session at Harris-
burg to print all resolutions relating to
amendments of the organic law of the
State. There are now upon the table of
the Clerk and in the hands of the con-
mittees a vast mass of matter, and I do
not suppose there is a member of the Con-
vention who knows what has been offered.
I think it is highly important that every-
thing which has been offered should
be put in a readable shape, and should
be in the hands of every member of the
Convention, I am not only entirely in
favor of the resolution offered by the gen-
tleman, but I am in favor of going a step
further and printing all resolutions pro-
posing amendments to the fundamental
law. We must all, in the end, vote either
for or against them. Iow can we tell
what has been offered? Possibly a dozei
members may offer the same proposition
and not know that it has been already
offered. 'That is my difficulty and no
doubt the difficulty of other members. 1
oppose the passage of this resolution, as
there is one already on the table, which
can be taken up at any time, which will
cover the same ground and go farther.

Mr. DarringToN. 1 wish to inquire
whether the Committee on Printing -are
not ready to make a report which will
cover all the printing necessary for the
Convention. Other ccinmittees, I pre-
sume, who have had rcsolutions referred
to them, experience the same difficulty
that the Committee on the Judiciary has
experienced. A large mass of matter has
been thrown before each committee, and
in some cases it is difticult to decipher the
chirography of some of the propositions.
I hope this resolution will be suspended
until we have the general printing report.
When that report is made I presume it
will be found that all this printing is pro-
vided for.

Mr. NEwLiN. In answer to the ques-
tion of the gentleman from Chester, (Mr.
Darlington,) I will state for the informa-
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tion of the Convention that the Committee
on Printing is prepared to report as soon
as it is yeached in the order of business.
Mr. ArMsTRONG., It is proposed, if
any printing be done under this resolu-
tion, that it shall be done under the con-
tract which will be made by the Conven-
tion. I did not offer a general resolution
including all the committees, for the
‘reason that it was supposed to be more
judicious that each committee should

take charge of its own printing, and if any

committee finds it expedient to offer a
similar resolution it can do so at any
time; but to print the entire mass of
matter as presented for reference, without
submitting it to the discretionary judg-
ment of each committee, I should think
would not be proper. If this resolution
is passed it will enable the Judiciary
Committee to print what they deem
to be proper. When any other commit-
tee present a similar resolution, I hope
the same privilege will be accorded to
them.

Mr. DarLiNaTON. I move to amend
the resolution, by striking out the words
‘#“Committee on the Judiciary,” and in-
serfing ‘“each of the standing commit-
tees.”

Mr. ARMSTRONG. I accept that amend-
ment.

The PRESIDENT. The resolution will
be so modified, and the resolution as
modified will be read.

The CHIEF CLERK read as follows:

Resolved, That each of the standing
committees have leave to print such mat-
ter for the use of the said committees as
in their opinion it may be proper to have
printed.

Mr. HUNSICKER. I offer the following
amendment : Strike outall after the word
“resolved,” and insert: “That all proposi-
tions relating to amending the organic
law be printed for the use of the Conven-
tion.”

The PRESIDENT.
the amendment.

Mr. TEMPLE. I rise to a point of order,
which is that the ainendment offered by
the gentleman {from Montgomery (Mr.
Hunsicker) is identical with a resolution
now on the Clerk’s desk.

The PRESIDENT. There is no point of
order on that. The question is on the
amendment.

Mr. STANTON. I trust the amendment
will not prevail.

Mr. ALRICKS. It sounds like irony to
say that the work of one hundred and

The question is upon
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thirty-three intelligent minds is not
worthy of being printed. I trust that
every resolution which has been or may
be offered in this House will be put in
print. Xt is impossible, it is utterly out
of the question, if we compare our notes
that we may not obtain some information.
I therefore hope all the resolutions will be
printed by the House.

"Mr. STaNTON. I understand the report
of the Committee on Printing will cover
the ground of the proposition of the gen-
tleman on my left (Mr. Hunsicker.) It
is the intention, as I understand it, if the
report of the committee is accepted, to
give out all the printing, and everything
will be published for the benefit of the
Convention. If I understand the original
resolution, it provides for printing for
the use of the committees execlusively.
We do not know when we may be able
to reach the Committee on Printing, and
I think the request of the gentleman
from Lycoming (Mr. Armstrong) should
be deferred till the report is made to
which I have alluded.

I understand this morning that the re-
port of the Committee on Printing will, if
adopted, involve the printing of all the
back action of this Convention up to this
date.

Mr. HunsICKER. Just a single word,
Mr. President. The objection I have to
the original resolution is this: That the
committees are to select what is to be
printed, and then it is {o be printed for
the use of the members of the special
committee. Now my resolution covers
the whole ground and furnishes each
member in print with what has been ai-~
ready offered, and all that may be offered
in the future, so that every man may
post himself up and be able to vote upon
all questions intelligently, and also know
what has been referred to the various
committees for their action.

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Mr. President: A
single word. One objection which I con-
ceive applies to the amendment is, that
many propositions are nearly identieal,
identical in thought and substance, not
alwaysin mere language. It would be
better that the committees should take
them into consideration, and, as the reso-
lution now stands, everything which the
committees should deem to be important
would be printed. If it be thought best
that the matter should be printed in sufii-
cient numbers for the use of the Conven-
tion instead of for the mere use of the
committees, I would have no objection to
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accepting an amendment of that kind;
but it would lead to confusion rather than
otherwise, if, when propositions are near-
ly identical, they should all be printed
ingtead of permitting each committee to
select such propositions as they deem of
sufficient importance to be printed. The
resolution, according as it stands with the
amendment which I accepted from my
friend from Chester, (Mr. Darlington,) I
think covers the entire ground; under
that everything will be printed that any
standing committee of the House deems
to be important.

In addition to that, in all the commit-
tees, the members themselves, after giv-
ing considerable reflection to a subject,
have propositionsof their own which they
submit. In the Committee on the Judi-
ciary several propositions, covering quite
a number of pages, have been submitted
by members of the committee itself. If
the amendment, as offered, should pre-
vail, the committees would have no right
to publish such propositions; and yet
they are of very great importance, and
ought to be submitted to the consideration
of the committee in a convenient form.

T trust, therefore, that the amendment
will not be adopted, and that the original
proposition, as modified, will pass. I
believe it covers the entice ground.

Mr. Cocuran. Will the gentleman
from Lycoming (Mr. Armstrong) permit
me to suggest that he accept, as a modifi-
cation of his resolution, the insertion of
the words ¢for the use of the Conven-
tion,”’ and before the words *for the use
of the committees?”’

Mr. ARMSTRONG. I accept that.

The PRESIDENT. The resolution will
be so modified, and it will be read as
modified.

The CHIEF CLERK read as follows :

Resolved, That each of the standing
committees have leave to print such
tatter for the use of the committee and
of the Convention as in its opinion it may
think proper to have printed.

Mr. HUNSICKER. I do not accept that
amendment.

The PRESIDENT. Thisis a modification
not of the amendment but of the original
resolution. The questionison the amend-
ment offered by the gentleman from
Montgomery (Mr. Hunsicker.)

A division was called, and, less than a
majority of a quorum having voted inthe
affirmative, the amendment was not
agreed to.

The resolution, as modified, was then
agreed to.

HOURS OF SESSION.

Mr. Dun~iNgoffered the following res-
olution :

Resolved, That until otherwise ordered
this Convention shall meet at ten o'clock
A. M., and adjourn at one o’clock P. M.

On the question of proceeding to the
second reading of the resolution it was
determined in the negative.

Mr. KaIiNE. 1 rise to inquire whether
there is not g resolution of that kind
pending from yesterday, offered by Mr.
Dallas.

The PrResIDENT. The question is not
debatable.

REGISTER OF WILLS.

Mr. TEMPLE offered the following reso-
lution, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary :

Resolved, That the Judiciary Commit-
tee be instructed to inquire into the ex-
pediency of so amending the Constitution
as to abolish the office of register of wills,
and to establish, in lieu thereof, probate
courts in each county of the Common-
wealth.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr. Gisson. If it be in order I would
move that the rules be suspended in order
that we may hear the report from the Com-
mittee on Printing.

The PRESIDENT. Itisnotinordernow.
Reports of standing ecommittees will be
next in order after resolutions are through
with.

Mr. DaLLAS. 1 move the present con-
sideration of my resolution, to meet at
eleven o’clock and adjourn at two o’clock
until further orders, which was pending
at the adjournment yesterday.

The PRESIDENT. That is not at present
in order. Arethereany moreresolutions?

APPOINTMENT OF JUDICIAT, OFFICERS.

Mr. ALRICKS offered the following reso-
lution, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary :

Resolved, That the Committee on Judi-
ciary inquire into the expediency of so
amending the Constitution that the Leg-
islature shall make a provision for sub-
mitting the question to the electors to
determine whether or not all judicial
offices should not hereafter be filled by
the Executive by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate.
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HOURS OF SESSION.

Mr. Worrern. I offer the following
resolution:

Resolved, That until otherwise ordered
the Convention will meet at one P, M. and
adjourn at four P. M., and the committees
of the Convention will meet at ten A. M,

On the question of proceeding to the
second reading of the resolution, it was
determined in the negative.

LAW OF LIBEL.

Mr. EDwARDS offered the following
resolution, which was read and referred
to the Committee on Declaration of
Rights:

Resolved, That the Committee on Decla~
ration of Rights be requested to inquire
into the expediency of reporting the fol-
lewing section in the place ofsection seven
in the Declaration of Rights:

“ Every person may freely speak, write
and publish hissentiments on all subjects,
being responsible for the abuse of that
right; and no law shall be passed to re-
strain or abridge the liberty of speech or
of the press. In all criminal prosecutions
or indictments forlibel the truth may be
given in evidence to the jury; and if it
shall appear to the jury that the matter
charged as libeleus is true, and was pub-
lished with good motives and for justifiable
ends, the party shall be acquitted, and the
jurv shall have the right to determine the
law and the facts under the direction of
the court as in ether cases.

THE CONVENTION PRINTING.

The PRESIDENT. If there are no more
original resolutions reports of standing
committees are now in order.

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President: Iam in-
siructed by the Committee on Printing to
make a report, with a resolution annexed.

The CHIEF CLERK read the report as
follows: :

T the Constitutional Convention :

The Committee on Printing and Bind.
ing to whom was referred the following :

“ Resolved, That the Committee on
Printing and Binding, when appointed,
be directed to report whether the contract
between the State and the present Public
Printer entitled such printer to the print-
ing and binding of the Convention, and if
their report on this subject be in the neg-
ative, then to receive and report to the
Convention bidsfor the printing and bind-
ing of the Convention,’” respectfully re-
port:
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That, having reported that the State
printer was not entitled to the Conven-
tion printing, under his existing contract,
they advertised, as therein directed, for
proposals for printing and binding the
Journal and Debates of the Convention,
and for such other printing as might be
ordered, and also for proposals for print-
ing paper. They have received and here-
with report to the Convention the annex-
ed bids, numbered from one to twelve,
consecutively. Tabulated statements
thereof are hereto appended.

The lowest aggregate bidder for print-
ing and binding is Joseph 8. Lare. The
lowest proposal for supplying printing
paper isthat of William W. Harding.

For the Journal, the Committee recom-
mend an octavo form,in brevier type, solid,
size of printed paper thirty-six ems wide
and sixty-two ems long; and for the De-
bates a quarto form, in three equal
columns, twenty-two by eighty-sight bre-
vier type, solid—each, the same to be
half bound.

They futher recommend that there be
printed fifteen hundred copies of the Jour-
nal and five thousand copies of the De
bates. .

They further report the annexed resolu-
tion and recommend its passage.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

JAMES W, M. NEWLIN,
Chairman.

Resolved, That a contract be made with
Joseph 8. Lare, in the manner and upon
the terms specified in his proposal, to
print and bind fifteen hundred copies of
the Journal of the Convention, in octavo
form, thirty-six by sixty-two ems brevier
type, solid—two hundred and forty copies
to be furnished daily to the Convention
in sheets, and the remainder to be half
bound; and also to print and bind, in
quarto form, in three equal columns,
twenty-two by eighty-eight ems brevier
type, solid, each—five thousand copies of
the Debates of the Convention, in the
manner and upon the terms specified in
his proposal, four hundred and eighty
copies to be delivered daily to the Con-
vention in sheets and the remainder to
be half bound; and also -that a contract
be made with the William W. Harding
to supply the printing paper for the Con-
vention, in the manner and upon the
terms specified in his proposal ; the paper
for the Journal to be twenty-four by
thirty-eight inches; and to weigh fifty
pounds to the ream; and the paper for
the Debates to- be twenty-six by forty
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inches, and to weigh sixty pounds to the
reanr; and that a contract be made with
B. Singerly to do all other printing or-
dered by the Convention or required in
the transaction of 1ts business, if he will
do the same at forty-one and a quarter per
cent. below the price established by the
act of April 9, 1836, and the supplements
thereto of February 25, 1862, and March
97, 1871, relating to the public printing
and binding of the State.

Mr. NEwrLIN., Mr. President: I move
we proceed to the second reading and
present consideration of the resolution.

The motion wasagreed to, and the reso-
lution was read the second time.

Mr. NEwLIN. Mr. President: I have
been asked and, I presume, all the mem-
bers of the Committee on Printing have
peen asked by what authority the Com-
mittee on Printing advertised for bids,
and therefore I will begin by stating what
is, in substance, stated in the report, that
the resolution originally referred to the
Committee on Printing was to the effect
that the committee, when appointed,
should report to the Convention whether
the contract with the State Printer was
binding on the Convention, and that if
the committee reported in the negative
they were then to receive and report bids
to the Convention.

On the last day of the session at Harris-
Isurg the committee did make a report in
i the negative; that is to say, that the State

Printer was not entitldd, under his con-
viraet, to do the Convention printing.

Immediately after the adjournment a
ieeting of the committee was held and
-they, under the instructions contained in
1the resolution referred to them by the
. (‘onvention, directed me to advertise in
the Harrisburg and Philadelphia daily
papers for proposals for printing and bind-
ing the Jourmal and Debates, and such
other printing as might be ordered by the
(‘'onvention, and also for supplying print-
ing paper to the Cenvention.

In pursuance of the instructions of the
committee I did- advertise in that manner,
and the bids were opened at a meeting
held by that committee on the sixth day
of this month, at three o’cloek in the
afternoon,'in the  presence of all the
bidders. ‘The bids were for printing and
bindiag the Journal, for printing and
binding the Debates, and for supplying
printing paper. No proposal was made
by any one for the.miscellaneous print-
ing.

The lowest aggregate bid for printing
the Journal and Debates, and binding
them, wasthe bid of Joseph S. Lare. The
lowest bid for supplying paper was that
of William W. Harding; but, asI have
said, no proposal was received for mis-
cellaneous printing. Inasmuch as the
committee had given public notice by
advertisement in all the daily papers of
Philadelphia and Harrisburg, of the re--
quirement of the Convention, and as no
proposal had been received for miscel-
laneous printing, the cornmittee thought
it would be best to award, or to recom-
mend its being awarded to the present
State Printer, not as State Printer, but as
an individual, and upon the terms speci-
fied in his contract with the State, which
seems to be extremely low. .

I will also state, for the information of
the Convention, that the bid made by
Mr. Lare, comparing it with the present
contract of the State Printer, and taking
into view the difference in the matter—the
Debates and Journal of the Convention
being in solid brevier—that the cost to the
Convention of doing its printing will be
just about the same that it would have
been had it been awarded under the con-
tract of the State Printer to him as a mat-
ter of right as he claimed.

The only other matter that I desire to
explain is with regard to the number of
copies. Thecommittee was of the opinion
that fifteen hundred copies of the Jour-
nal would be sufficient, and of that num-
ber to furnish two hundred and forty
copies daily in sheets to the Convention.
The number two hundred and forty was
selected because the ‘“token’ for press
work which is called for in the blank
forms of the proposals issued by the com-
mittee is two hundred and forty. If two
hundred and fifty were called for daily,
or, were required to be furnished, the
printer would be entitled for the extra
ten copies to charge for a whole token.
Hence we have made the resolution to
correspond with the proposals so that of
the Journal, only one “token’ daily of
press work will be paid for, and of the
Debates two “tokens” daily, namely:
Four hundred and eighty copies.

Mr. GuraERIE. Mr. President: I would
like to inguire of the members of the
committee whether they have made any
estimate of the cost of printing under
their resolution, and if so, what the proba-
ble cost will be?

Mr. NEwWEIN. Mr. President: That is
2 (uestion that it is impossible to answer,
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for the simple reason that we cannot tell
now how long the Convention will sit, or
how long the speeehes of members will
be. If the members make short speeches
it will be an economical piece of work.
If they make long speeches it will be
very expensive. That is as nearly as I
can answer that question.

Mr. RUNK. Mr. President: I offer the
following amendment, to be added to the
resolution : .

“That the Debates and Journal be fur-
nished daily, and be laid upon the desks
of members at the opening of the session
the day after the debates have taken
place and the proceedings had.’’

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. President: I de-
sired to say before that I have been in-
formed that Mr. Singerly, the State
Printer, offered to do all the printing of
this Convention for $20,000. Now, sir, if

" that is true, I am opposed to the resolu-
tion of the committee, for I am perfectly
well satisfied that the expense will be
more than twice that amount.

Mr. CocHRAN. Mr. President: I will
state to the gentleman from Allegheny
(Mr. Guthrie) that the proposition with
vegard to printing was limited to the pub-
lication of the Debates for $20,000, and it
had no reference to the printing of the
Journal or any other matter; and that
proposition was also upon the condition
that the amount of matter should not ex-
ceed two volumes, of certain dimensions.
I offered, at Harrisburg, a resolution to
grant the printing of the Debates to Mr.
Singerly at the price of $20,000, believing,
at the time, that it would be economical.
No printing but the Debates was included
in that proposition.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. President: The ex-
planation” of the gentleman from York
(Mr. Cochran) places the subject in a
different light. I understood that the
proposition of Mr. Singerly was to publish
the Journal and Debates of the Conven-
tion for $20,000.

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President: That is
a mistake.

Mr. J. 8. BLACK. The question of how
the printing is to be done, by whom, and
upon what terms, seems to me so much
out of place here that it is hardly hecomn-
ing the dignity of this Convention to en-
tertain it at all. Tt has long ago been le-
gally and permanently settled, as well
settled as any- matter can be settled by
any pledge that the Commonwesalth can
make of her faith by any contract.
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Aslongago as 1856 there was an act of
Assembly passed, declaring that the pub-
lic printing should be thereafter done by
contract; that contract to be made with
a person who was to serve the Com-
monwealth as her PublicPrinter. Several
supplements were afterwards made to
that law, and, in pursuance of one of
them, in 1871, a contract was made with a
citizen that he should do the public print-
ing of the Commonwealth, whatever that
might be, by whomsoever required to be
done. All the public printing was in-
cluded in that which it would become the

_ duty of the Commonwealth to pay for out
of the State Treasury. That contract was
entered into with rather more than the
usual solemnity, for the two Houses of the
Legislature assembled together, in joint
convention, in the hall of the House of
Representatives, and every single Repre-
sentative of the people had an opportu-
nity of seeing that the contract was pro-
perly made, with hisowneyes; and it was
properly made. There is no pretense that
there was any fraud practiced by or
against anybody. The contract was made
under a sound and wise law. The party
who entered into the contract with the
State has thus far performed his duty
with :perfect fidelity, and there is not the

.remotest sign of an excuse for violating
it on the other side now.

One reason that is given is that this
particular work was not contemplated,
and therefore is not to be considered
as included within that contract. I say
it was contemplated, in the proper legal
sense of the word, because when the
contractor agreed that he would do all
the public printing that might have
to be done it would be a most vicious
‘construction—such a one as I think no
man of common sense would be willing
to apply to an instrument of that kind—
to say that merely because he did not
know certainly that this particular print-
ing would have to be done it was not
therefore included ; that though the con-
tract included all public printing, thai
was not included which he could not see
at the time.

If a man agrees to sell his whole crop of
wheat at a particular price he cannot with-
hold a part of it because the crop is larger
than either of the contracting parties con-
ceived it would be, or because he cut a
larger number of acres than he had an-
ticipated. This printer agreed to do all
the State printing. If it was little, and
therefore the contract was unprofitable,
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he was bound to abide by it. If it was
large, and therefore more profitable, he
was entitled to whatever he could make
out of it.

There is another objection which seems
to be the view of the committee, as ex-
pressed at Harrisburg, and now again
here, that this contract is not binding upon
the Commonwealth, as that we cannot
authorize its violation, because we are a
Convention to amend the Constitution of
the State, and because we are not bound
by any act of the Legislature or anything
done in pursuance of an act of the Legis-
lature.

They cite the vote which was given on
the guestion whether we were bound by
an act of the Legislature which restrained
us from interfering with the Bill of Rights,
and construe that into a declaration that
we are not bound by anything that the
Legislature may have done, or may have
authorized to be done, but that we are
clothed with unlimited power.

I will not undertake to convince any
member of this Convention who believes
that he is clothed with that kind of power,
because I think I should fail if I did. It
is the experience of the human race from
the days of Nimrod to the present time,
that whenever any man has, or thinks he
has, a great and mighty power in his
hands, he holds it with as tight a grip
as he posgibly can. There is no instance,
that I know of, on record where any man
who ever held that kind of power would
ever voluntarily consent to any limitation
of it, Therefore those gentlemeéen who be-
lieve that every contract of this Common-~
wealth, and every right that is claimed
under them, are at the mercy of this Con-
vention, will, of courseé, retain that opin-
ion to the end. I do not expect anybody
to give up that idea. If it once getsinto
a maw’s head, it will stay. [Laughter.]
But I am reminded that

“ It is excellent

To have a giant’s streugth ; but it is tyrannous
T6 use it like a giant.”

If we have no regard for what is the
legal justice due to this printer, 1 hope we
shall exercise our power in mercy.

It would be well for us to use our au-
thority with a magnanimity becoming
our high places, and that will require us
to look down with lofty scorn on the
meanness of robbing a mechanic of his
right to labor, and to be compensated for
his labor.

It it be true that we can violate all the
eontracts, declare everything void that

has been heretofore done by the Legisla-
ture, and break the faith of the Common-
wealth with perfect impunity, had we
not better look up some other contracts
than this? May we not afford to let this
poor printer run awile and take after
larger gamme? There are contracts that
the Commonwealth has made in the
course of her history which might need,
on this principle, a good deal of overhaul-
ing. There are several by which the con-
tracting parties have managed to absorb
nearly all the proprietary rights of
the State. I think all the property that
the State ever owned is about gone now,
except the Capitol at Harrisburg and soine
seventeen acres of land surrounding it.
The thing has all been done by contract,
authorized by the Legislature, whicl,
according to this new doctrine, we have
a perfect right to set aside and declare to
be void.

There are several other very large ad-
vantages enjoyed by certain bodies who
would, I presume, not much like to have
them very seriously touched; but it
would be in accordance with a certain
sense of natural justice which pervadesx
this whole community if they were at
once torn to pieces and thrown to the
winds, for those who hnld them have
under them made untold heaps of gold
for themselves every year, which are
forced out of the pockets of the public
Now I do not say that we ought to get up
a hunt of this kind; I do not propose
that; but if we are to have a chase, let
us be after some of these big corporations
first.

1 say this not only because the prey is
better worth having when we run it down,
but because there is some excitement and
pleasure in the chase. [Laughter.]

The blood more stirs
To rouse a lion than to start a hare!

But still I think it is the most important
of all things that the Commonwealth
should preserve her character for good
faith untainted, because that enables us
to hold society together; and I wouldlike
to see this Convention obey the injuncticn
whiech the law of Moses laid upon the chil-
dren of Israel—¢ Perform the vow which
thou hast made before the Lord, even
though it be to thine own hurt.” But
I understand that no great profit is going
to be made out of this business. We
had better not stain our hands with any
violation of a contract, at least until we
can make something by doing so. If we
are to sell the empty space of our large
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honors let it be for at least 8o much trash
asmay be grasped thus [closing his hand]
or in some other way.

Mr. GowsN. Mr. President: I agree
with most of what the gentleman laat up
has said except this: I do not agree with
him that the action of this Convention at
Harrisburg in determining, as it did, by a
large majority of votes, that the Legisla-
ture had no right to impose restrictions
upon this Convention so far as the action
of the Convention was directed to framing
a new Constitution, covers the present
case. I hold that the Legislature had no
right whatever to restrict this Convention
in the performance of the duty for which
it had assembled, namely : To make a new
Constitution; but I do agree with the
gentleman that the action of the Legisla-
ture in making a contract with the State
Printer to do all the public printing of
the Commonwealth is binding upon this
Convention, and Ithink that this Conven-
tion ought to send all the public printing
to that officer.

So far as the right of that officer to have
this printing is concerned, I take it that
he stands, with reference to this Conven-
tion, so long as the. present Constitution
of the State is not altered, exactly in the
position of any other public officer. I
take it that if an outsider were to come
into this hall and ereate a disturbance,
and we were to declare that we would have
him prosecuted for a misdemeanor, we
would have him tried before the judges
who hold their commissions from the
Commonwealth, and prosecuted by the
district attorney, who is elected by the
people to perform the duties of that office.
So when we have any printing to do,
which certainly is public printing, the
State having selected a public printer, and
wnade a contract with hiwn for the business
of public printing, I take it that he has
the same right to that business as the
judgeas in the one case would have to ad-
minister justice, and the district attorney
in the other to prosecute an offender.

Again, upon the question of price: The
price at which this contract was made with
the Public Printer is entirely fair and
proper. The report of the Committee on
Printing agrees that he shall have a por-
tion of our public printing, provided he
will do it at the price which he agreed to
do it for the State. Therefore there can
be no objection to the terms of his con-
tract with the State upon the ground that
any one else will do it for a more reason-
able eompensation.
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If that is the case, and if there is no ob-
jection to the price on the one hand, and
if the Public Printer holds this office by
virtue of a contract with the State, I sub-
mit, with all deference to the Convention,
that he is entitled, by virtur of that con-
tract, to do this business.

Mr. CocHRAN. I feel very reluctantly
compelled, Mr. President, after what has
been said here, to state the positions
which have been already taken by the
Convention, and also to support the ac-
tion which has been taken by the Com-
mittee on Printing. It will, perhaps, be
remembered that this whole subject has
been twice discussed; or, rather, each of
these questions has been discussed before
the Convention and decided by the Con-
vention. The thing has passed_ in rem gd-
Judicatam by the Convention.,

The Convention has determined that
we stand here independent of the Legisla-
ture, and have the right to act independ-
ently of any restriction that has been at-
tempted to be imposed upon us by that
body; that after the people summoned
this Convention and authorized the elec-
tion of delegates to this body, no other
power was left in the control of the Leg-
islature except the mere power of arrang-
ing the machinery for the assembling of
the Convention; but it could impose no
restriction upon the action of the Conven-
tion in any respect. We stand here rep-
resenting, immediately, the people of
Pennsylvania, paramount to the Legisla-
ture, because we go to the very root of the
matter operating upon the fundamental
law of the State. That was decided by
the Convention at Harrisburg, and the
Convention, by a like solemn vote, deter-
mined that the State Printer had, under
his eontraet, no legal claim to the printing
of this Convention.

Mr. J. 8. BLack. Will the gentleman
permit me to ask him a question?

Mr. CocHRAN. Certainly.

Mr. J. 8. BLACK. Does the gentleman
regard it as sound constitutional law that
this Convention has the power to abrogate
any contract that may heretofore have
been made with the Commonwealth,
under an act of the Legislature, and which
was legal at the time it was made ?

Mr. CocrraN. I will come to that in a
moment.

Mr. J. 8. BLack. I think the gentle-
man has already come to that. [Laugh-
ter.}

Mr. CocHraN. The gentleman from
York and myself differ in that particular,
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and I must say, with great deference to
his views, that 1 prefer to take my own
course in diseussing this guestion.

Now, Mr, President, 1 say that the Con-
vention, at Harrisburg, did decide, after
debate, that the State Printer was not en-
titled to this printing under his contract
with the State; and that being - deter-
mined by the Convention, there was
nothing left for the Committee on Print-
ing to do but to carry out the further
order of the Convention and receive pro-
posals for this printing. They did so,
and reported those propositions to the
Convention this morning.

T come now to the contract about which
we hear so much. This contract with re-
gard to the public printing of the State
was a contract made, of course, with refer-
ence to the matter which was then before
the eye of the Legisiature. It included
nothing of this kind. 'There was no Con-
vention called at that time. The contract
veferred to its subject matter, and the
subjeet matter of the contract was the
printing of the State as it then stood.
That was the matter that was in the con-
templation of the parties, and that was
the matter which was included in the
contraet; and the terms of the act of As-
sembly, I apprehend, had reference sim-
ply to the publie printing of the State as
it stood at that time. This printing which
we propose to do is not properly public
printingofthe State. Thisisprintingofthe
Convention, necessary for the promulga-
tion of its proceedings and their presenta-
tionto the public. Itisnotproperly public
printing of the State. It does not come
within the terms of the contract. There
was no such thing in existence, at the
time, upon which the contract could
operate, and therefore we stand here, I
apprehend, without prolonging this dis-
cussion any further, simply onthe ground
that we have a right to make ourown
arrangements with regard to what work
we will have done. We interfere with
1o man’s contract; we do mot infringe
upon the public faith and credit of the
Commonwealth ; but we stand here, with
authority to control our own proceedings,
to dictate our own work and employ our
own parties to perform it.

Mr., J. PricE WETHERILL. I do not
intend to occupy the time of the Conven-
tion in the discussion of this matter more
than a moment. Isupposed this question
in regard to the right of the Convention
to deeide who should do the work of
printing its proceedings had bheen settled

DEBATES OF THE

at Harrisburg. If it were not so the Com-
mittee on Printing would have had no
right to present this report. It would be
folly for me, a mere layman, to reply to
the lengthy, learned argument of the dis-
tinguished gentlemen from York (Mr.
Black) and Philadelphia (Mr. Gowen)—
but when I see in an aet of Assembly the
words “public printing” used, and in a
further section of that act the public print-
ing described to mean certain things to
which certain things thus deseribed de
not apply to any printing which this Con-
vention may authorize, 1 can have no
doubt when that public printing is set
forth in detail as public printing for the
Execulive department and for the legisla-
tive department, and furthermore that
that public printing must not be done in
Philadelphia, must not be done in any
city outside of Harrisburg, I appeal to
every member of this Convention if the
work of a Convention meeting in Phila-
delphia must be done at Harrisburg un-
der the act of Assembly? It seems to me
very clear that the originator of that aet
and the gentleman who pressed it did not
intend it to have any reference whatever
to any work which this Convention would
do in the way of printing, but only the
work which was done at Harrisburg by
the various departments there.

Now, sir, 1 should like to know from:
the chairman of the Committee on Print-
ing, first, whether they were not directed
to ask for proposals for all the printing
necessary to be done by this Convention,
and if in the investigation of that matter
they ascertained that proposals could not
be had for all the printing, so that they
were compelled to divide the work and
give outa certain amountof printing to
the lowest bidder and another certain
amount to another bidder, and anether
amount to a party who was not a bidder.
1 think that ought to be clearly under-
stood. If itis just as cheap for this Con-
vention to have part of its work done at
4114 per cent. discount from the prices ot
1856, I should like to know how much
this Convention save on the other part of
the contract, and if they did not saveany-
thing at all or if they are to pay a little
higher rate, I think the members of the
Convention should know something about
it. If it is necessary to divide the work,
and if the whole work can be done at 4114
per cent. discount and the committee have
acted not exactly in accordance with their
instructions, by mnot receiving proposals
for the entire work, it seems to me that,
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perhaps, if it is cheaper it would be better
for us to make a full contract at 411 per
cent., and not divide it.

Idonot know anything about Mr. Joseph
S. Lare. He may be able, and he doubt-
less is, to do the work as we should like
it done; but I see in the report that no
security is mentioned for the faithful per-
tformance of this contract. ‘

Mr. NEwLIN. He is under bond now
in his proposal to us to the extent of $10,-
000.

Mr. J. PrRICE WETHERILL. I am very
glad to hear the explanation given by the
chairman of the committee. The report
does not show it,and I do not know
whether 10,000 is sufficient security. It
is & matter about which we know very
little, and it is also a matter about which
some very magnificent figures have bedn
mentioned, and I do hope that the chair-
man of the committee will give us all ne-
cessary explanations ; first, as to how much
the Convention will save by dividing
this work and giving Mr. Joseph S. Lare
a portion of this work, and next as to the
amount of the security to be given by
Mr. Lare for the performance of the con-
tract, and further as to the effect of a dis-
count of forty-one and one-fourth per cent.
from the prices of 1856.

Mr. NEwLiN. In answer to the gues-
tions propounded by my colleague, who
has just taken his seat, (Mr. J. P. Wether-
ill) I would say that most of his ques-
tions wonld have answered themselves
had he taken the trouble to examine the
report which we have now under con-
sideration. If he had taken the trouble,
sir, to read the two pages and a half of
written matter which is now on the
Clerk’s desk, the questions which he has
propounded would have been replied to
by that report.

Now, sir, as to the matter of authority,
we have the resolution itself of this Con-
vention, which is recited in full in the
report which 1 had the honor to make
this morning. That resolution directed
the Committee on Printing to report
whether the State Printer was entitled
under his contract with the State to do
this printing, and if the committee re-
ported in the negative, then to receive
and report bids.

Now, sir, under the terms of that reso-
lution, it became the duty of this com-
mittee to receive and report bids without
regard to what action was taken upon the
report made from this commitiee upon
the last day of the session at Harrisburg.

We reported in the negative on the pro-
position embodied in that resolution. A
motion was made by the gentleman from
Fayette (Mr. Kaine) to strike out the
word “mnot.” On that test question a
vote of this Convention was had, and the
report of the committee, after debate, was
sustained, and the amendment of the
gentleman from Fayette (Mr. Kaine)
to strike out the word ¢“not,”’ was not
agreed to.

Now when the Convention adjourned
there were sundry amendments pending.

Mr. KAINE. Will the gentleman allow
me to ask him a question. )

Mr. NEwLIN. Certainly.

Mr. KAINE. I want to know of the
gentleman whether the report was
adopted ?

Mr, NEwLIN. 1 will answer that ques-
tion. A resolution embodying the terms
of the report was submitted to the Con-
vention. That resolution was totheeffect
that the State Printer was not entitled
under his contract with the State to do
this printing. The gentleman from Fay-
ette (Mr. Kaine) moved to strike out the
word “not.” Upon that amendment the
House divided, and it was decided not to
strike out the word “not.”” Then there
were other amendments offered to the res-
olution, which amendments were under
consideration when the main question
was moved, and upon the question
whether the main question should now
be put, a majority of the Convention de-
cided in the negative, and it was then
ruled that where the previous question is
called and upon the question ¢shall the
main question be now put ' itis decided
in the negative—it was ruled by the Presi-
dent, and sustained by a large vote by the
Convention, that that put the main ques-
tion out of the House for that day,and the
Convention adjourned, leaving the matter
in that shape.

Then, sir, the Committee on Printing
thought, under the resolution of instruc-
tion referred to them, that it was their
duty forthwith to advertise for proposals
80 a8 to be prepared to make a report to
this Convention when it met—not to
award a contract, not for the committee
to make a contract, but to report all the
information on this subject which could
be obtained by the committee to the Con-
vention, and to allow the Convention to
judge for itselt what it would do.

Now, sir, in regard to this so called
contract of the State Printer to do this
work, I always listen with a great deal of
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pleasure to what is said by the distin-
guished gentleman from York (Mr.
Black.) But with all deference to him
permit me to say that his remarks do not
go direct to the guestion before this Con-
vention. Now, sir, there are two ques-
tions involved in the consideration of this
resolution. The first one is, does the con-
tract of the State Printer cover this work ;
and, secondly, if it does cover this work
in terms, does that contract bind this
Convention ?

Now, sir, if we decide the first proposi-~
tion in the negative, the next one does
not oceur and uneed not be considered.
Therefore it is unnecessary,to my view,
for the Convention on this matter to de-
vide the broad question of thesovereignty
of the Convention. I take it, sir, that that
question does not arise here, because, sir,
I take it that under that very contract,
even assuming, for the sake of argument,
that it is possible for any branch of the
government, or all the branches of the
government, to make any contraet of this
nature which would bind the Convention,
assuming, I say, forthe sake of argument,
that this is so, I deny, sir, that this con-
tract covers the work in question, not
only because the subject matter here
could not have been contemplated by the
framers of the act of 1856 or its supple-
ments, but for another reason, for a very
plain, simple reason, which I will now
state. It is a matter of fact which I take
it no one on this floor will undertake to
deny, that under the very contract with
the State Printer to-day the Legislature
does not give to the State Printer the
printing of its own debates.

Then, sir, what position are we placed
in? . The Legislature makes a contract
tor State printing, and says ‘“we will not
give our debates to this Printer. We will
keep them in our own hands, subject to
our own control  But this Convention
must do what the Legislature will not
bind itself to do. It must give its debates
to the State Printer and must print them
under a contract made by another body
and out of its control, and in that way
lose all direction over the printing of its
own proceedings.” Now, sir, I take the
ground, on the guestion of contract or no
contract, that the printing embodied and
ealled for by this Convention is not in-
cluded in the State Printer’s contract with
the State. So that it is not necessary here
and I do not propose to enter now into the
question of the power of the Convention
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to make its own contraets outside of thix
one.

Now, sir, as to some other matters of
detail upon which I have been interro-
gated by my colleague frem Philadelphia
(Mr. Jno. Price Wetherill.) He desires
to know why it is that a part of the print-
ing has been let by proposal, or is recom-
mended to be let by proposal, and why a
part is recommended to be given to Ben-
jamin Singerly as an individual and not
as the State Printer, and why all is not
given to him.

Now, sir, if that gentleman had also
looked at the report, which is upon the
table of the Clerk, in this respect, he
would see that the proposals framed by
the committee asked for four things:

They asked for bida for printing the
Journal and its binding.

They asked for bids for printing the De-
bates and its binding.

They asked for proposals for supplying
printing paper; and

They further asked for proposals tor
sach other printing as might be ordered
by the Convention.

Now, sir, it will be seen at once, by any
one, that it was impossible for this com-
mittee to say what kind of printing and
what amount of printing other than Jour-
nal and Debates might be ordered by the
Convention. That is a matter of which
we know nothing. We were forced to ask.
for proposals on that point in a general
way. After giving ample public notice
that these proposals would be received,
and after receiving twelve bids, it was
found thav none of them were for any-
thing except the printing and binding of
the Journal and Debates. We had already
done everything that we could to get pro-
posals on the other matter for miscellane-
ous printing, but no one had bid on that sub-
ject. Idare say,for the very reason that I
have stated, that it is impossible to state
what that will be, though no doubt the
great bulk of the printing will be the
Journal and Debates. The committee,
then, had nothing in the shape of informa-
tion before it except the contract of the
State Printer, and it was the sense of the
majority of the committee that the mis-
cellaneous printing should be offered to
Benjamin Singerly, as an individual, at
the same rates specified in his contract
with the State, there being no bidder what-
ever for that work.

One other question has been asked, and
that is with regard to the cost. My col-
league has asked me if part of the print-
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ing is given to Benjamin Singerly in this
manner, why is not all given? I will
make two answers to that. In the first
pilace we were ordered by the Conven-
tion to advertise for proposals, and we re-
commend that the lowest bidder be
awarded the contract. In the second
place, I will say that as near as the com-
mittee could form ajudgment—and there
were gentlemen on that committee who
are practical printers—they were of the
opinion that the Journal and Debates
being printed in solid brevier, the cost to
the State would be just about the same as
it would be under the contract with the
State Printer. ,

I think, sir, I have answered now all
the questions propounded by my ecol-
league. i

Mr. M’ALLIsTER. I rise, Mr. Presidents
not to make a speech on the subject of
public printing. It has been so fully dis-
cussed that I shall not occupy much of
vour time. 1 expressed my sentiments
in Harrisbhrg in reference to the validity
of the alleged contract with Mr. Singerly.
The Convention there decided that it was
not binding upon the Convention for sev-
eral reasons, and T was satisfied with that
decision, although a personal friend of
Mr. Singerly, and although disposed,
other things being equal, to have given
him the contract, not because he had a
right to it, but because if the Convention
had sat in Harrisburg the work would
probably have been better done by him
than by any other man in the State of
Pennsylvania. We have, however, re-
moved from Harrisburg, and I rise to call
the attention of the Convention to that
phase bearing upon this alleged contract
with Singerly.

If this Convention is under obligation,
by contract, to give this printing to Mr:
Singerly, then Mr. Singerly would be
under obligations to the Convention to
perform the work. NowIsubmittoevery
member of this Convention whether the
subject matter contracted for by Mr. Sin-
gerly, inreference tothe State printing, was
not in view of the fact that the work was
to be done, and could be done, and would
be done in the city of Harrisburg. Now
we have removed from Harrisburg to
Philadelphia, and it is said that Mr. Sin-
gerly will still perform ithis work ; but is
he under obligations to do it? Did he
contract to do it? If we could bring him
to Philadelphia to do it then we could
take him to any other point, the most re-
motg within our State bounds. We could
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take him where he would have no print-
ing house and have no press; we could
submit him to hundreds of dollars ex-
pense that he never contracted for, be-
cause he is not bound to go out of the city
of Harrisburg, and is not bound to do this
work, and if he is not bound.to do it he
eannot get it by the asking. He cannot
got this Convention to believe that we are
bound if be is not, It is upon this ques-
tion that my distinguished friend from
York (Mr. J. 8. Black) desires to scare
this Convention by an allegation of sin
arising out of the violation of a contract.
T admit the sin if he establishes the viola-
tion, but I deny the premises. Mr. Sin-
gerly being under noobligations to do the
work, is there 4 man now in this hall that
would have the hardihood to allege that
if Mr. Singerly denied his liability he was
nevertheless liable, and we could hold
bim in damages if he did not perform the
contract? It is not a subject matter for
which he contracted, and therefore he has
no right to it.

But can he do it? Can he lay the pro-
ceedings of this Convention, printed, upon
the desks of the members the morning af-
ter the business has been transacted, he
living, as he does, in Harrisburg ? Surely
he cannot. It is just the difference of
twenty-four hours delay between having
the work done in Philadelphia and in
Harrisburg; and shall we subject this
Convention and the people of Pennsylva-
nia to this inconvenience? I trow not.
The rapidity with which this thing ecan
be done gives it its value. If garbled ex-
tracts of the proceedings appear in the pa-
pers of the State before the debates have
had time to appear in official form the
work will be of little benefit to us. Thus
it becomes important it be done in the
quickest possible time, and be subjected
to the necessary corrections in this House,
and that can only be done by having it
speedily done.

Is there any one here who will deny our
power to prescribe the time within which
this work is to be printed ? Mr. Singgrly
made a contract for the State printing,
and he could do it at his leisure. He
could occupy the whole year in doing the
work ; he could do it by daylight; but
our work requires dispatch, and it re-
quires the night in which to perform it,
and night work is expensive when com-
pared with day work. Mr. Singerly may
have such a contract as will enable him
to undergo this extra expense. He ought
not to have such a contract; but if he has
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a contract which will justify all of these
night work wages and dispatch, and he
can comply with a resolution requiring
the proceedings to be laid upon our table
the next day, well enoogh ; but he may
have had a bad contract, and one which
would not have justified that extra
expense, and yet the obligation upon
him would have been the same. Could
we, then, under his unfavorable contract,
have imposed upon him all these extra
expenses? Hehasnoright tothe printing
unlesshe coulddo it. His right depends
upon our power under an unfavorable
contract to impose upon him the duty of
doing this extra work, and I claim that
we have no such power. It would shock
the common sense and the justice of every
man in this body, to impose it upon him
under such circumstances.

Mr. GiBsoN. Mr. President: I feel it
my duty to say a word or two with re-
gard to this question, because I not only
voted for but advocated the idea, in Har-
risburg, that this contract was not bind-
ing. This Convention has expressed its
opinion, but the opinion of this Conven-
tion does not determine the law of the
case. That must be determined by the
Supreme Conrt of the State. The gues-
tion of law is a doubtful one, as is evi-
denced by the opinion of the distinguished
gentleman from York (Mr. J. S. Black.)
Suppose Mr. Singerly should bring his
action for damages, and suppose the
judges of the Supreme Court should de-
cide according to the view of my col-
league, (Mr. J. S. Black,) then, by the
action of this Convention, there would be
a double confract to be paid for on the
part of the State. I think,then,this Con-
vention should be cautious in their pro-
ceedings. They do nct make the law of
this case. That must be decided here-
after.

‘What I wish to submit to this Conven-
tion is this: The Committee on Printing
reported, in 8o many words, that there is
no difference in the terms; that whether
Lare or Singerly does the work there
will be no saving to the Convention. I
suppose Mr. Singerly will not stand upon
a punctillo as to the reason why this
printing should be given to him—whether
it is under his present contract or under
a new contract—if he obtains the work.
No matter what our opinion upon the
questions of law involved in the case may
be, we cannot decide them; and I think
the best thing we can do is to give the

work to Mr. Singerly, upon the very
terms of his present contract.

Mr. NEWLIN, Mr. President: I will
aceept the amendment offered by the
gentleman from Lehigh (Mr. Runk) as a
part of the resolution.

Mr. CocHRAN. Mr. President: I rise
to a point of order. The resolution now
pending is a resolution offered by a com-
mittee, and I apprehend it is not in order
to accept anything as an amendment to
it. The chairman of a committee hasnot
the power to accept any amendment.
There is an objection to this amendment,
which I wish to state. It is a very im-
portant one, and I do not think it is in
order for the chairman to accept the
amendment.

Mr. NEwLIN. I withdraw my accept-
ance of the amendment.

The PresipENT. The acceptance is
withdrawn, and the question is on the
amendment,

Mr. CooHRAN. Mr. Presid nt: I wish
to state, with regard to the amendment of
the gentleman from Lehigh, (Mr. Runk,)
that it is practically impossible for us to
have the Journal of the Convention laid
upon our tables on the following morn-
ing. The Journal of the proceedings is
not completed until the Convention has
adopted it upon the following day; and
therefore you cannot have the printed
copy of the official Journal furnished in
accordance with the proposed amend-
ment. You can have the Debatesbut not
the Journal. The Clerk would not per-
mit it to pass out of his hands until it
had received the ratification of the Con-
vention.

Mr. J. W. F. WHITE. Mr. President : It
strikes me that we had better have but
one printer to do all the work of the Con-
vention. I doubt whether Mr. Singerly,
under his contraet as State Printer, can
demand of us the printing of our Con-
vention. I am inclined to think that this
Convention may elect its own printer,
but at the same time I believe it would
be better for us to commit the entire
printing of the Conventjon to the State
Printer. What dowe gain by giving part
of it to Mr. Lare and part of it to Mr. Sin-
gerly ? The committee reported to us that
we gain nothing in money by such a
course. It will cost us the same to give a
part to Mr. Lare and a part to Mr. Sin-
gerly. Now why not give the entire
printing to one man? Will it not be done
as well and in all probability better? In
addition to that, I think we had better, as
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far as possible, get clear of all complica-
tions arising out of the printing and
binding of the Convention. Mr. Singerly
has a contract with the State to do its
printing and binding. He is paid for it
by law. Now if we commit the printing
and binding of our Convention to the
State Printer, do we mnot get clear of
trouble and complications in the way of
payments. It is pledged to him. He is
paid by law, and we will be relieved of all
trouble upon the subject. It does seem
to me that instead of debating that reso-
lution we had better adopt a resolution
which I hold in my hand. I would like
to offer it as an amendment if it is in or-
der. Ifnotin order at present I will try
to offer it at the proper time. It isto the
effect that the Committee on Printing be
instructed to make an arrangement with
the State Printer to do all the printing
and binding of the Convention, provided
that he will do it in such time as may be
fixed by the committee and in accord-
ance with the terms of his present con-
tract with the State. It seems to me that
that will relieve us of all trouble and
difficulty. AtHarrisburg I wasunwilling
to make a direet contract with the State
Printer or to commit it to him for thig
reason. I thought we had better inquire
whether we could not get these things
done cheaper. Our committee has done
that. They have advertised in Philadel-
phia and got bids from printers in Phila-
delphia and in Pittsburg, and they have
found that a printer in Pittsburg is wil-

ling to do the printing cheaper than any’

printer in Philadelphia. It does not ne-
cessarily follow that he intends to take it
to Pittsburg and do it there and bring it
bhack to Philadelphia. Nor does it follow
that Mr. Singerly would take it to Har-
risburg. They would bring it here no
doubt. Isay we have the fact reported
by the commitee that we gain nothing by
giving it to another printer. It is better
for us to give it to Mr. Singerly ; and we
may do it without our believing that we
are bound to do it. It is better for us to
do so, because it relieves us of all diffi-
culties about the matter. Let the com-
mittee make .a contract with the Stite
Printer to do all the printing and binding
of the Convention, provided he will agree
to do it in such time as the committee
may direct—the Debates and Journal to
be furnished daily and laid upon the
desks of the Convention at the opening of
the session the day after the debates have
taken place and the proceedings had.
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Mr. RunkK. I desire to modify the con-
cluding portion of my amendment, by .
striking out the word “had,” and insert-
ing “after the Journal hasbeen approved.”

The PRESIDENT. The amendment is so
meodified. .

The question being on the amendment
of the gentleman from Lehigh, (Mr.
Runk,) the amendment was rejected.

Mr. J. 8. BLack. Inowmovetoamend
the resolution offered by the committee,
as follows: Strike out all after the word
“resolved,’’ and insert:

“That all printing and binding ordered
by the Convention shall be done by Benja-
min Singerly, State Printer, who shall be
required to do it under the terms and
conditions of his existing contract with
the Commonwealth.” ’

Mr: DarLiNGTON. I would be glad to
know, at this stage, from the members of
the committee, or somebody else, which
is the cheaper for the Commonwealth, the
Singerly contract or the other. I want to
vote for the cheapest.

Mr. NEWLIN. Mr. President: I will
answer that question as near as such a
question can be answered on the informa-
tion in the possession of the committee.
It was the opinion of the committee, as 1
have already stated to the Convention,
that the cost, under the bid of Joseph S.
Lare, would be the same as under the ex-
isting contract with Benjamin Singerly,
State Printer. I would also take oceasion
to state a matter of hearsay, but perhaps
of interest, which may satisfy some gen-
tlemen as to the possibility of a disagree-
ment between the lowest bidder and Ben-
jamin Singerly, that the full name of the
lowest bidder is Joseph Singerly Lare.

Mr. S. A. PURVIANCE. Mr. President:
I participated in the discussion on this
subjeet at Harrisburg. I haveonly tosay
that the opinion which I there expressed,
that this printing comes within the pro-
vision of the act of the Legislature of 1871,
has not been in the least changed. If,
however, as stated by the gentleman from
York, this matter has been adjudicated,
then the doors are closed ; but certainly I
think that is not the case. The report
itself acts upon the very question as to
whether this printing shall go the State
Printer or not.

My object in rising is for the purpose of
answering an argument made that this
was not contemplated at the time of the
passage of the act of 1871. If gentlemen
will make a reference to the proceedings
of the Legislature they will find that in
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January, 1871, this subject of the calling
of a convention toamend the Coustitution
was then discussed by both bodies. Peti-
tions were presented, and in February,
1871, a bill was passed—the very bill
ainder the authority of which we meet
here in Convention. - You will cbserve,
sir, that that was prior to the passage of
the act of 27th March, 1871, by which the
allotment was made. Therefore, I say,
this subject was in the contemplation of
the members of the Legislature of 1871
when they passed that act.

Mr. BrooMaiL. I would like, Mr.
President, to ask the gentleman a ques-
tion. I see by the act of 1856, under
which this gentleman holds his contract,
that a Superintendent of Public Printing
is provided for, and that, by the first sec-
tion, no public printing or binding shall
be performed for the State unless pre-
viously ordered or authorized in writing
by the Superintendent of Public Printing.
How could such printing as this have
been ‘contemplated? We could not, on
that hypothesis, get along at all without
the consent of a Superintendent of Public
Printing.

Mr. S. A. PURVIANCE. I answer, that
if a contract was made, and that contract
had a binding obligation upon the State,
it rises higher than any discretion that
night be exercised by the Superintend-
ent of Publie Printing. For the satisfac-
tion of the gentleman from Delaware
(Mr. Broomall,) I refer to the leg-
islative proceedings of January, 1871. I
wish the members to bear in mind that
this act was passed on the 27th of March,
1871+

Jan 18th, 1871. Mr. Mann read in place,
“An Act to provide for calling a Conven-
tion to revire or amend the Constitution
of the State.” Page 130, H. J.

Jan. 27th, 1871, “The House resolved
itself into a committee of the whole, Mr.
Strang in the chair, on bill No. 59, entitled
“An Act to provide for the calling of a
Convention to revise or amend the Con-
stitution of the State.” ”’ Page 176, H. J.

Jan. 27th, 1871, Messrs. Purcell and
Darrah presented a petition from the eciti-
zens of Bucks county on the same subject.
Page 178, H. J.

Feb. 3d, 1871. Mr. White presented pe-
titions from Philadelphia on same subject.
Page 236, H. J.

Feb. 8th, 1871. A session was ordered
to be held for the consideration of an act,
entitled ¢ An Act to provide for calling of

a Convention to revise or amend the Con-
stitution of the State.”” Page 278, H. J.

Feb. 9th. The House resumed the con-
sideration of the same. Page 290, H. J.

Feb. 15th. Same subject. Page 341,
H. J.

Finally, on Feb. 27th, the bill passed
the House. Page 390, H. J.

Senate Journal, same session, Mr.
Buckalew read in place, a bill, entitled
“An Act to provide for a revision of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania,” and so
through the Senate Journal. See pages
400, 794, 809. ;

In addition to that I am informed that
whilst the bilbfor the calling of the Con-
vention to amend the Constitutioh was
in progress of discussion, an interview
was had between Mr. Buckalew and Mzr.
Singerly on the subject of the State print-
ing, and that the State Printer was there-
by induced to believe that the printing
to be done under the act of 1871, would
justly and properly fall to him.

Now, Mr. President, it seems to mec
that when the report of the Printing Com-
mittee is before us, and when it appears
that there is no difference in the cost of
the printing as between that done by Mr.
Singerly and that done by those named
in the report, we should certainly give it
to Mr. Singerly. The argument made by
the gentleman from Centre (Mr. Allister)
that Mr. Singerly could not be forced to
come here and do it is fully answered by
the fact that Mr. Singerly, the only man
who could make complaint, is here, ready
to assume the duty of the printing of the
proceedings of this Convention.

Mr. ManN. It is very apparent that
there are differences of opinion as to the
legality of Mr. Singerly’s eclaim to this
printing. Gentlemenof great legal ability
have taken opposite sides on that ques-
tion. Some say he has a contract binding
upon the Commonwealth to do this work ;
others say he has not. Therefore there
is grave doubt on the subject. Now 1
ask, in all candor, of the delegates of this
Convention, what would an honorable
man do ina case where another man
comes before him claiming that he has.a
contract with him which he alleges to be
binding upon him, and some of the ablest
legal gentlemen of the Commonwealth
say they, too, think it binding upon him
—even though others differ as to it—
what, I say, would an honorable man do
under such circamstances? Why he
would give the benetit of the doubt to the
opposite party. He would let the man
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have the contract. How is it possible for
us to hesitate ? A gentleman of certainly
as much legal ability as can be found in
this Commonwealth, has, upon this floor,
asserted his belief that this coptract is
binding, which was made by the Com-
monwealth with Mr., Singerly, to doall
the public printing and binding of the
Commonwealth. There is a report of the
Printing Committee showing that it is as
favorable a .contract as could have been
made.

It is my opinion, Mr. President, having
a pretty intimate acquaintance with the
contract and with the report of the com-
mittee, that it is more favorable than any
contract that can be made, and yet we are
asked to disregard it under all these cir-

- enmstances,.and to turn about and make
a contract that cannot possibly receive
that share of attention in the making
that the one has received which we have
already made.

I make these remarks not with any in-
tention to reflect upon the Committee on
Printing. I believe they have done what
any committee would do under the cir-
cumstances; but I must deny that the
statement made by some gentlemen here
that the Convention has decided this mat~
ter one way or the other is correct. The
Convention has decided nothing on this
point. When the Committee on Printing
reported at Harrisburg a resolution that
Mr. Singerly was not entitled to it, an-
other genileman moved to strike out the
word ‘‘not,”’ which was passed, but the
resolution itself was not put or carried at
all, and it is still pending. But, sir, in the
resolution of the gentleman from Fayette,
the Convention did, by various votes, ex-
press a purpose to give this printing to
Mr. Singerly.

This is the position in which we stand.
There has been no vote of this Convention
deciding this matter one way or another.
It is not a question which properly be-
longs to this Convention. We are here to
reform the organic laws of the State, and
not to overrule contracts which refer to
the printing of such matters. The people
never contemplated anything of the kind.
We are here to protect the rights of the
people inviolate. Now it is intimated if
the printing is assigned to the State
Printer that there will be delay in the
performance of the work. Mr. Singerly
is somewhat known as a Public Printer,
and I will stake my reputation that if he
cannot do this work satisfactorily and
promptly there is no other printer in the
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State who can do it. It just comes down
to this: We have made a contract with a
man believed, by some of our members,
as the best man in the State, and I believe
it is binding upon us. Othersof usthink
not. Tt is therefore doubtful.

Mr. ARMSTRONG. 1 desire tosay avery
few words in relation to this comtract. I
do not object in any manner that Mr.
Singerly should have this printing, but I
do object to his claiming it as part of his
contract. Now it will be notficed that his
contract has relation to the act of 1856, by
which the printing is to be done under
the direction of the State Superintendent,
who shall reside at Harrisburg. The
second section provides: “Nor shall any
book be published at the expense of the
State, or additional copies of any book be
furnished by the Public Printer, unless
by virtue of or express authority of law.”’
Now we propose to do printing which is
not authorized by any law. There is
nothing in this act which authorizes this
Convention, or which provides for its
printing, nor is there any aet of Assem-
bly which provides for the printing of
this Convention. We do it under the
general power which appertains to us as
a body authorized by the State at large,
and whoseauthority carries with it every-
thing which is essential to its businessand
a proper discharge of its duties, and print-
ing is one of them. But there is no pub-
lic law, nor is there anything in any law
which empowers this Convention to pro-
vide for the printing of books to be made
by this Convention, and yet this very act
has expressed that no book shall be pub-
lished unless by virtue or expressauthori-
ty of law.

Then, again, the Superintendent has
the right to supervise and superintend
this printing. Can it be that this Conven-
tion has not a right to say that we shall
take the whole direction of this matter,
and that it shall be printed according to
the schedule to be pro ounced and which
is provided for in this act? I think not.
These schedules of prices are fixed and
determined as a matter provided for in
this act, but there is printing to he doue
not provided for in the act. The price is
to be arranged between the Public Printer
and the Superintendent. Why then ap-
point » committee who shall determine
the prices for this Convention? If we are
bound by this law, in any particular, we
are bound by it in all particulars. If we
are bound to confer this printing upon
the Public Printer we are bound to take
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with it those provisions which require
that it should be done under the direc-
tion of the Superintendent of Public
Printing, which will put this resolution
outside of our power. The question of
prices will be beyond our reach, because
the same law provides ‘that prices, the
value of which cannot be affixed or other-
wise ascertained, under the printing act
of 1856, as this act shall be paid forat a
vate of compensation to be affixed in the
manner provided in the fourth division
of the section, subject, however, to the
eontrol and authority of the Auditor
(Feneral.” :

Now that provides what? The price
of the same shall be affixed and deter-
mined between the Superintendent and
the Public Printer.

If, then, we accept this act and transfer
the printing into the hands of the Public
Printer, we transfer to him and the Su-
perintendent of Printing, under the very
terms of this act, not only the right to
superintend the printing, but to affix the
price to be paid between themselves, and
then, too, to affixand determine the price
wholly and totally beyond the power of
this Convention or its control. We can-
not acecept part of this act without accept-
ing it all. And I do think that it would
be unwise, in the highest degree, to en-
trust, not only the superintendency of the
printing, but the prices to be paid, to any
two men of this Commonwealth, when it
is printing which is not provided for by
any schedule which is part of this act. If
Mr. Singerly is the lowest and best bid-
der there is nothing objectionable in
him, and he is entirely competent, so I
understand ; but what I object to is that
it shall be claimed, upon this floor, that,
upon the very terms of the contract, we
are bound and must come to'the conclu-
sion that he must do the printing. This
consideration, however, is not within the
purview of this contraect.

There wasno Convention. There could
be in the contemnplation of the Legisla-
ture no printing of this Convention, and I
take it to be settled everywhere that there
is nothing in the contraet that is not with-
in the contemplation of the parties. Why?
If a man contracts to sell all the grain he
can raise upon his farm he is bound to de-
liver it, butif he buys another farm and
raises grain upon that, it iy not included
within the contract. The two things are
separate. The Legislature had the right
to impose prices and conditions upon the
printing which they control, but we are

a power, which has been decided by an
overwhelming vote ofthis Convention,that
rises above the power of the Legislature.
‘When we undertake to do our printing,
not under any law of the Commonwealth,
but under the general powers vested in
this Convention, we do it under the terms
which the Convention itself has the right
to impose. I’ think, therefore, that no
question of publie faith iy involved, nor
can it be justly claimed that it is within
the general purview of this contract.

Mr. J. W. F. WHITE. I offer the fol-
lowing amendment to the amendment:

“That the Committee on Printing be
instructed to make an arrangement with
the State Printer to do all the printing
and binding of the Convention: Provided,
He will agree to do it at such times and in
such manner as the Convention may di-
rect, on the terms of his present contract
with the State.”’

The PrRESIDENT. That amendment is
not now in order. It cannot mow he re-
ceived.

Mr. J. W. F. WHIiTE. What I intended
to say then is that I am opposed to the
amendment as it now stands, and I will
give my reasons for it. The actof Assem-
bly in relation to the State Printer, so far
as I understand it, does not affix any time
for his doing this work. Now we ought
to have some arrangement with the printer
as to when he will furnish the printing for
the Convention. This is an important
matter for us to consider. This is par-
ticularly what is desired to be accom-
plished in the amendment of Judge Black.
I will say further that I am unwilling, as
a member of this Convention, to commit
myself to the position that we are bound to
give this printing and binding to the State
Printer, and for this reason: If he has
the right by law to this printing, and we
put ourselves into the position of giving
it to him in pursuance to that law, we
have no control over him at all.

Then we have no control over him. He
can take hisown time and do as he pleases,
and we have no voice or control over the
matter, or the time when he shall do the
work. Therefore I am unwilling to take
that position. I am willing that the
contract shall be made with him, or an
arrangement made with hima by which he
shall do the work in the time and in the
manner that the Convention shall direct,
and on the price of his present contract
with the State. Ithink that is all that
Mr. Singerly ought to ask of us. I think
it will satisfy the Convention and harmo-
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nize all views entirely, and that is what I
suggest to Judge Black as a modification
of his amendment, or if not, I will put it
in a proper shape.

The PRESIDENT. If the gentleman
will take the trouble to modify his amend-
ment, so a8 to make it an amendment
to the amendment, it will be in order.
The question is on the amendment.

The amendinent was not agreed to.

Mr. J. W. F. WaITE. I now offer my
modification as an amendment. Strike
out all after the word ¢“resolved,’” and in-
sert :

¢ That the Committee on Printing be in-
structed to make an arrangement with the
State Printer to do all the printing and
binding of the Convention: Provided,
He will agree to do it in Such time and
manner as the Convention may direct,
and on the terms of his presemt contract
with the State.”

The PrESIDENT. The question is on
adopting this amendment.

The yeas and nays were required by

. Mr. Simpson and Mr. Temple, and were
as follow, viz:

YEAS.

Messrs. Achenbach, Ainey, Alricks, An-
drews, Armstrong, Baer, Baily, (Perry,)
Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Bannan, Barclay,
Bartholomew, Beebe, Black, Charles A.,
Bowman, Brown, Buckalew, Church,
Clark, Corbett, Corson, Craig, Cronmiller,
Clurry, Curtin, De France, Dunning, Ed-
wards,” Elliott, Ewing, Fulton, Funck,
Gibson, Gilpin, Gowen, Guthrie, Hall,
Hanna, Harvey, Hazzard, Hemphill, Hop-
kins, Horton, Howard, Hunsicker, Kaine,
Lamberton, Lawrence, Lear, M’Clean,
MacConnell, M’Murray, MacVeagh,
Mann, Mantor, Metzger, Mott, Niles, Par-
sons, Patterson, T. H. B., Patton, Porter,
Purman, Purviance, John N., Purviance,
Samuel A., Read, John R., Reed, Andrew,
Reynolds, S. H., Rooke, Sharpe, Smith,
Henry W., Van Reed, Walker, Wherry,
‘White, David N., White, J. W. F., Wood-
ward, Worrell and Wright—78.

NAYS.

Messrs. Addicks, Baker, Bardsley,
Biddle, Brodhead, Broomall, Campbell,
Carey, Carter, Cochran, Colling, Cuyler,
Darlington, Davis, Fell, Finney, Hay,
Knight, Lilly, Long, M’Allister, M’Cul-
loch, Newlin, Palmer, G. W., Patterson,
D. W., Reynolds, James L., Ross, Runk,
Russell, Simpson, Stanton, Temple,
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‘Wetherill, J. M., Wetherill, John Price
and Meredith, President—35.

So the amendment was agreed to.

Mr. NEwWLIN. If it is in order at this
time—

The PRESIDENT. Nothing is in order
until the Chair has stated the question.

The question is on the resolution as
amended.

Mr. NEwLIN. If it is in order to make
such a motion I move to amend, by strik-
ing out the words ¢ State Printer,” and
insert the words “Benjamin Singerly."
That reaches the same result and obviates
the difficulty of this Convention recogniz-
ing the contract with the State Printer as
binding upon this Convention.

The PRESIDENT. The question is upon
the resolution as amended.

The resolution as amended was agreed
to.

Mr. BUCKALEW. Before the subject is
disposed of, I desire to call the attention
of the Convention to one question, which
it seems to me is of importance: The form
or size in which these volumes of Debates
and Journal shall be 1ssued. The Com-
mittee on Printing seem to entertain the
idea of publishing our debates in volumes
of what is called quarto size, large, broad
volumes which cannot be put in any ordi-
nary book-case, books of the size of the
Congressional Globe, and inconvenient,
therefore, for disposition and manage-
ment by most of those in whose hands
they will fall; and yet, while they have
made or proposed this arrangement for the

- volume of Debates, they propose that the

Journal of the Convention shall be in
octavo size, so that you cannot have both
these hooks go together to members of
the Convention and to others, and be con-
veniently placed in the same receptacle.
Now my idea is that it would be better
to puablish all these volumes which we
issue of octavo size, conformed to the
established practice in all ordinary cases,
because the Congressional practice is ex-
ceptional, and stands upon a peculiar ar-
rangement connected with the publica-
tion of the enormous mass of atter
which isissued at the city of Washington,
and which is made up, day by day, into
quarto form from the columns of a news-
paper. I do not know, sir, of any Con-
vention in this country which has fol-
lowed the Congressional example, except
the case of the Convention of Illinois,
The New York Convention adopted an
octavo size, and so did many other States
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that have held Conventions in recent
vears. In England the Parliamentary
Debates are issued in octavo form or size,
and I hope that we will get a full and con-
venient use of our publications, and we
can only accomplish this by adopting the
ordinary and established practice, so that
members of the Convention and others
to whom our books go, if not public
libraries, can have books that they can
conveniently use and which readers can
conveniently use and handle hereafter.

If it is in order to further amend this
resolution by adding matter, not taking
out, I will offer the following resolution:

Resolved, That the publication of the
Journal and of the Debates shall be in vol-
umes of octavo size.

Mr. LirLry. Mr. President: I desire
turther to amend the original report of
the committee, by increasing the number
ot sheets we are to be furnished with
trom four hundred and eighty to seven
hundred and twenty.

The PRESIDENT. The original resolu-
tion is not now before the House. 'The
question is upon the amendment of the
gentleman from Columbia (Mr. Bucka-
lew.)

Mr. DarLINGTON, I would like to in-
quire whether there are not well known
differences in octavos. Some are called
largeand some small octavo. The octavo
in which the Debates of the last Conven-
tion were printed was very small.

Mr. BuckALEwW. I am willing to leave
the matter of details to the committee.

Mr.J. W.F. WHITE. Iwouldmakeone
suggestion to the members of the Con-
vention. Would it not be better for us
now to simply fix the guestion as to
whom the printer is to be, according to
the amendment which has just been
agreed to, that the printer shall do all
the printing and binding of the Conven-
tion—that embraces the past as well as
the future—in such time as the Conven-
tion may direct? 1 suggest all these
amendments had better be withdrawn
until we fix the question as to whom the
printer shall be.

Mr. CocHrRAN. Mr. President: As a
member of the Committee on Printing, I
feel somewhat embarrassed by the form
which this resolution has now assuned.

. The whole resolution of the committee
has been stricken out, and an entirely new
matter substituted therefor.

It is very difticult for me to understand
exactly what the power of the Commit-
tee on Printing is under this resolution.
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‘We are to make arrangements with the
State Printer to do this work insuch man-
ner as the Convention shall determine.
Are we to enter into a contract with the
State Printer in those general terms, or
are we to reduce the contract to some
specitied terms? The matter is now out
of the hands of the committee, and we
are acting under explicit instructions ot
the Convention. Are we to make a gen-
eral contract that the work shall be done
as the Convention shall hereafter order,
or are we now authorized to go on and de-
cide the form of the volume, the size of
the type to be used, or is that to be left
at sea ? Certainly if the Convention de-
termine that we shall make an arrange-
ment with the printer, we ought to have
some specific instructions as to the form
and manner in which it is to be done.

Mr. NEwWLIN. Mr. President: 1 desire
also to call attention to another practical
diftienlty, which is not provided for by
the resolution as amended. Who is to
furnish the paper? The resolution as
amended refers to printing and binding.
There were separate proposals made for
turnishing paper, and a part of the origi-
nal resolution refers to that subject. The
resolution as amended is silent upon that
subject.

The question being upon the amend-
ment otfered by the gentleman from Col-
umbia, (Mr. Buckalew,) it was agreed to.

The question then being upon the reso-
lution as amended, it was agreed to.

THE ATHENAUM.

The PRESIDENT. By unanimous con-
sent the Chair will present an invitation
addressed to the members of the Conven-
tion, which was received a few morments
ago.

The Clerk read as follows:

“The directors of the Athenmum re-
spectfully invite the members of the Con-
vention, at their pleasure, to visit the
rooms of the assoeiation during the ses-
sion of the Convention.”

SUFFRAGE, ELECTION AND REPRESENTA-
TION.

Mr. M’ALLISTER. Mr. President: The
Committee on Suffrage, Election and Rep-
resentation have, for several days, had
under consideration subjects referred to
them. I would state that, in discharging
a part of the dutiesassigned to them, they
have agreed upon two sections, and have
directed me toreport the same, askingthe
concurrence of the Convention therein.
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The CLERK read the report, as follows :

SECT. — The general election shall be
held on the Tuesday next following the
first Monday in November, but the Leg-
islature may, by law, fix a different day,
two-thirds of each House consenting
thereto.

SEcT. —. All elections for city, ward,
horough and township officers, for regu-
lar terms of service, shall be held on the
third Friday of March.

The PresipENT. Reports from select
committees are now in order.

Mr. AppicKs. Mr. President : The com-
mitteeappointed to confer with the author-
ities of the city of Philadelphia, in rela-
tion to the provision of proper accommo-
dations for this Convention, have instruct-
ed me to make the following report :

That they have been met by the coun-
cilsof Philadelphia, acting by appropriate
committee, and by the commissioners of
city property, and other officials, with the
utmost courtesy and liberality, and this
hall, with its appurtenances, is now pre-
sented for the use of the Convention, with
a hope that the efforts of the city of Phila-
delphia, seconded by such slight assist-
ance a8 your committee have been able to
render in the matter, will meet with the
approbation of all those for whose com-
fort and convenience they are intended,
and-that all omissions and deficiencies
will be overlooked in view of the brief
time permitted for the completion of the
necessary work,

Your committee deem it proper to say
that, in their opinion, there should be
added to the standing eommittees of the
Convention one to be called the House
(‘ommittee, to have incharge the general
care of all the property confided to the

Jonvention. And, moreover, in view of
the arrangement of the hall, committee
rooms, and other apartments, there exists
a necessity for not less than ten pages.
For the above reasons we recommend the
adoption of the annexed resolutions.

Respectfully submitted.

JOHN E. ADDICKS,
GEO. M. DALLAS,
JAMES BOYD,

M. HALIL STANTON,
EDWARD R. WORRELL.

The resolutions are as follow :

Resolved, That there be added to the
standing committees one to consist of five
members, to be known as the House
Comumittee, which shall have charge of
all the property in the use of the Conven-
tion, and shall control and direct itssu-
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bordinate otficers and employees in the
discharge of their duties.

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be and
he is directed to appoint five additional
pages, at the same compensation as those
already employed.

The report and resolutions were laid on
the table.

THANKS TO ATHANEUM,.

Mr. GoweN. Mr, President: I ask the
unanimous consent of the Convention to
offer a resolution returning the thanks of
the Convention to the directors of the
Atheeneum for the invitation extended to
its members.

The resolution was agreed to.

SESSIONS OF THE CONVENTION.

Mr. KaiNe. I move that the Conven-
tion now proceed to the second reading
and consideration of the resolution of the
gentleman from Philadelphia, (Mr. Dal-
las,) which was pending at the time of
the adjournment of the Convention yes-
terday-—that the Convention hereafter
meet at eleven o’clock A. M. and adjourn
at two o’clock P. M.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. Woopwarp. Mr. President: I
rise for the purpose of stating to my friend
from IFayette, (Mr. Kaine,) and toallother
gentlemen whoare interested in fixing the
houroftheadjournment ofthis Convention
that, inmy judgment, itisagreat mistake.
I have mo objection whatever to eleven
o'clock as the hour of meeting, but I
would not limit the majority of this body
by any fixed hour for its adjournment,
and I will tell you why. In these in-
cipient stages of the Convention the time
is completely devoted to the working of
committees rather than of the Conven-
tion. Tt will be important for us to take
most of the day for the work of commit-
tees. Some days it may be possible for
us to terminate a long debate by sitting a
little longer. Some days we may wish to
adjourn at the very hour at which we
meet, in order to give the committees an
opportunity to do their work.

Other days we may want to protract the
session a little in order to terminate a di-
vision. In my judgment a specific hour
for the adjournment of this body ought
not to be fixed. The majority of this body
is quite competent to fix that when it be-
comes proper that it should do, and in
order that the majority may have the con-
trol of that subject, and that our time may
be properly husbanded, I trust we will



178 ' DEBATES OF THE

vote down that part of the resolution that
relates to the hour for adjournment. I
have no objection to having eleven o’clock
a8 the hour for meeting; I think it quite
late enough and early enough also. Ten
o’clock is, in my opinion, too early. Let
us, therefore, make eleven o’clock our
meeting hour, and let us leave the ques-
tion of adjourning to be decided from day
to day by the body. If youfix two o’clock
as the uniform hour of adjournment you
embarrass the Convention in its labors. 1
submit, therefore, that the hour for ad-
journment be left to the majority without
the mention of any special hour. The
Chair has decided that notwithstanding
that the hour was fixed at two o’clock,
there should always be a vote of the Con-
vention on an adjournment.

The PRESIDENT. No; the gentleman
is mistaken there. The matter was sub-
initted to the House, and the Convention
decided that no vote was necessary.

Mr. WoopwarDp. I had a different un-~
derstanding. I should prefer the House
to decide, day by day, when to adjourn.
I do not want the majority to be bound
by that part of the resolution.

Mr. LinLy. I move to strike out all
after the word ¢ resolved,’”” and insert the
tollowing :

«That hereafter the hour of meeting of
this Convention shall be two o’clock P.
M., and the hour of adjournment six P.
M., and that the sessions of Saturday be
exclusively for general debate.”

It is conceded by every member on this
floor that the greater portion of the work
of this Convention is to be done in com-
mittee. I think the morning is the best
time of the day for the labors of the com-
mittees. When our minds are fresh and
elear as they are then we can do as much
work in an hour as we can do &t another
time in two hours. We can, if we get to
work in committee in good time in the
inorning, sit in committee right through
without interruption, and do much better
than by a division of the time.

Mr. Kaing. Mr. President: In answer
to the remarks of my friend, Judge
Woodward, I will merely say this: That
the Convention already controls its hours
of adjournment, neotwithstanding the
standing order to adjourn every day at
twoo'cleck. If the Convention desires to
adjournkefore two it can do :se by a sim-
ple majerity vote.

For the present, I desire that this Con-
vention shall meet at eleven o’clock in
the morning and adjourn at two; but, in

the course of a week or two, or 2 month,
I will be perfectly willing to agree to
the proposition of my friend, Judge
Woodward. But If we meet at eleven
o’clock in the morning that will give
committees time to meet and have some
action. If we adjourn at two o’clock in
the afternoon that will give the commit-
tees time to meet and have some further
action; therefore I am in favor of the
resolution—not offered by me, but by my
friend Mr. Dallas, yesterday—the one
which is before the committee,

Mr. WoopwaRD. I movetoamend, by
striking out the hour for adjournment.

Mr. Linny. I believe my resolution is
before the Convention.

The PRESIDENT. The question ison the
amendment of Mr. Lilly, to strike out all
after the word ‘‘resolved,” and insert:
“'That hereafter the hour of meeting of
this Convention shall be two o’clock P. M.,
and the hour of adjournment six P.M.,
and that the sessions of Saturdays be ex-
clusively for general debate.”

Mr. MacVeaeH. I would be very glad
if the Convention will, for one moment,
congider the attitude in which it will be
placed by the adoption of the original
resolution, even as amended. The Con-
vention ocan adopt either one of two
methods of procedure; give a considera-
ble section of the morning to its commit-
tees, or a considerable section of the after-
noon to its committces; but I submit that
by meeting at eleven o’clock you prevent
any effective action of your committees
in the morning, and in the afternoon the
sessions hold until so late an hour that
you prevent any effective meeting of your
committees. If you will give until noon
of every day to yourcommittees they can
have a thorough and satistactory session
—such a session alone as is valuable to
such committees asthose on the Judiciary,
on Legislation, and on other cardinal
questions before the Convention. Or you
may dispose of it by meeting at ten and
adjourning at twelve. That will give a
solid session to the committees—a session
extending over considerable time. TIf,
however, you mecet at eleven and keep on
until two, you cannot expect a very effect-
ive meeting of the committees before the
session, nor a very effective onc after.
For the first few weeks I heg the gentle-
men to meet in such a manner as will ena-
ble the committees to put the work in or-
der. The most energetie chairman does
not call his committee together until half-
past nine in the morning. By the time
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ihe committee gets well into work, if the
hour of meeting of the Convention be
made eleven o’cloek, it is about time to
come into this hall, so that the morning
is productive of almost nothing. I hope
the House will take the matter earnestly
into consideration, and come to such a
conclusion as will enable the Convention
to economize its time.

Mr. GoweN. I understand that the
amendment now is that of the geutleman
from Carbon, (Mr. Lilly,) to meet at two
©o’clock and adjourn at six, and on that I
desire to say a few Words. Yesterday a
proposition was made to meet at twelve
and adjourn at three or four; but it must
be evident that for some weeks the prin-
cipal part of the work must be done by
committees. I think the meetingof com-
mittees should be held in the merning—
not in the evening. Many of us are bur-
dened enough with business outside as
"'\""CLL as Insu,u, 111 LllB UUIIVBHLLUIL LU t}llbl—
tle us to spend an hour or two at home of
an evening; and those of our friends who
come from a distance would doubtless
like to know something of the blandish-
ments of Philadephia society of which
something was said while we were at
Harrisburg. Hence, one difficulty abont

sitting from twelve to three or four is
that it will infringe upon the hour when
many of the members have been accus-
tomed to dining. If, however, the amend-
ment of the gentleman from Carbon (Mr.
Lilly) is adopted, there will he ample
time in the morning for meetings of com-
mittees, at the same time enabling those
accustomed to dine at twelve or one to
have their dinner and afterwards meet in
Convention. Then when we adjourn, say
at five or six, the business of the day is
completed. Hence, I hope the members
will see that the best hour of meeting for
the next few any rawe is two
o’elock.

The question being upon the amend-
ment as offered by Mr, Lilly, a division
was ordered and resulted: Affirmative,
forty-four, negative, fifty-five.

So the amendment was rejected.

The PRESIDENT. The question is on
the resolution.

Mr. WoopwaRrDp. I offer the following
amendment to the resolution :

¢ Resolved, Thaty
the committees of this body are directed
to meet at ten o’clock in the morning, and
that the Convention, until otherwise or-
dered, will meet al noon of each day.

The question being upon the amend-
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ment, a division was called, whi¢h re-
sulted as follows: Yeas fifty-five, nays
fifty-seven.

So the amendment was a"reef‘ £0.

The PRESIDENT. The question is now
upon the resolution as amended.

Mr. KaiNg. I have no objection to the
Convention arranging its hour of meeting,
but I do objeet toitsarranging the hour of
meeting of the committees. It is very

hlzn‘v that everv mamber of this Conven

likely that every member of this Conven-
tion is on two committees, and certainly
we cannof expect to be in two places at
one time. The accommodations for the
various committees are very small, and
notwithstanding there are twenty-six or
twenty-seven committees, the members of
only six or eight cominittees can be ae-
commodated. I hope the resolution, as
now amended, will be voted down. 1t is
impossible to comply with the require-
ments of that resolution in respect to the
meeting of the committees. That time
may suit the gentleman who offered the
resolution, but I venture to say that it
will not suit any other member of the
Convention.

Mr. DunNING. Mr. President: Y think
now, Mr. President, that it will be more
dcsunble that the amended resolution
should be adopted. The gentleman from
Fayette (Mr. Kaine) made a few mistakes
in the course of his remarks. I think
every one will understand that all the
committees will not be required to meet
unless they have business to transact, al-
though this resolution fixes the time they
shall meet. The gentleman is also mis-
taken in his statement that every member
of the Convention is on two committees.
I know many gentlemen who are not
on two committees, and, in fact, I know
of some committees that have now no

oca to attan

eSS 1o attend to.

L KIIUW l/ll"t[/ l am
on one committee and have not yet dis-
covered anything to do. There are, no
doubt, important committees in this Con-
vention, and there will be important bus’-
ness coming before them, and if they can
meet at ten o'cloek in the morning to
transact this business, andthe Convention
assemble at two o’clock, ample time will
be afforded for the consideration of thess
matters.

O

| 7, [y .

Mr. Fowor. I move to amend, by
adding ‘that the Convention will hold
no sessions on Saturdays.’’

On this amendment the yeas and nays
were required by Mr. Darlington and Mr.
J.P. Wetherill, and were as follow, viz:
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YEAS.

Messrs, Addicks, Ainey, Andrews,
Armstrong, Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Ba-
ker, Bannan, Bardsley, Bartholomew,
Brodhead, Broomall, Buckalew, Carey,
(Cassidy, Cochran, Corson, Cronmiller,
Curtin, Davis, Fell, Finney, Fuuck, Gib-
son, Gowen, Hanna, Harvey, Hemphill,
Heverin, Hunsicker, Knight, Lamberton,
Lear, Lilly, Littleton, Long, MacVeagh,
Metzger, Palmer, G. W., Parsons, Reed,
Andrew, Reynolds, James L., Reynolds,
S. H., Rooke, Ross, Runk, Sharpe, Simp-
son, Smith, Henry W., Stanton, Temple,
Van Reed, Wetherill, J. M., Wetherill,
Johm Price, Wherry, Woodward and
Worrell—56.

NAYS.

Messrs. Achenbach, Alricks, Baer,
Baily, (Perry,) Barclay, Beebe, Black,
Charles, A., Black, J. S., Bowman, Boyd,
Campbell, Carter, Chureh, Collins, Cor-
bett, Craig, Curry, Darlington, De France,
Dunning, Edwards, Elliott, Ewing, Fulton,
Gilpin, Guthrie, Hall, Hay, Hazzard, Hop-
kins, Horton, Howard, Kaine, M’ Allister,
M’Clean, MactUonnell, M'Culloch, M’ Mur-
ray, Mann, Mantor, Mott Niles, Patter-
son, D. W., Pafctersonx T. H. B., Patton,
Porter, Pumlan, Purviance,” John N.,
Purviance, Samuel A., Read, John R.,
Russell, Walker, Whlte, David N., Wlnte,
J. W. K., Wright and Meredith, Preszdem’
—56.

So the amendment was rejected.

The PresipENT., The question is on
the resolution as amended. Those who
are in favor of the resolution as amended
will say so.

DEBATES OF THE

Mr. Kaixe. I now call for a division
of the guestion, so as to separate the part
which determines the hour at whieh the
Convention shall meet from that which
applies to the committees. If the Clerk
will read the resolution T will indicate
what I mean.

The PresipeNT. The Clerk will read
the resolution.

The CLERK. Resolved, Tiat untilothoer-
wise ordered the committecs of this Con-
vention are ordered to nieet at ten o’clock
in the norning, and that tlie Convention,
until otherwise ordered, shall meet at
noon of each day.

The PReESIDEN®. The question has
been divided at the request of the gentle-
man from Fayette, (Mr. Kaine,) and the
question will be first on the part which
relates to the order of the commitiees and
then upon the remaining part of the reso-
lution, which relates to the meeting of
the Convention itself.

The guestion is first upon the order for
conintittees.

This was not agreed to.

The PRESIDENT. The question is now
upon the latter part of the resolution,
which relates to the meeting of the Con-
vention at noon.

On the guestion of agreeing to the reso-
lution a division was called, which re-
sulted, veas fifty-seven, nays fifty-three.
So the question was agreed to.

Mr. HunsickeEr. I move that the Con-
vention do now adjourn.

This was agreed to, and the Convention
adjourned at 1.57 . M.
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THIRTEENTH DAY.

THURSDAY, Janwary 9, 1873.

The Convention met at twelve o’clock M.

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. H.
A. Boardman, as follows:

0O, Thou, whe art the Xing, eternal, im-
wnortal and invisible, the only wise God,
to-day we adore and worship Thee. In
the name of cur Redeemer we render
thanks to Thee for Thy great goodness
and merey towards the land in which we
«dwell. Thou art our God, and we will
bless Thee, our tathers’ God, and we will
glorify Thy name. We praise Thee that
Thou hast given us a goodly heritage.
‘We bless Thee for our free institations
and our equal laws; for peace, plenty
and prosperity ; for the means of graee,
and fer the institutions of learning. We
humbly inveke Thy klessing upon Thy
servant, the President of the United
States, upon his Cabinet, and upon the
two Houses of Congress, and all whe
are in authority. We huombly pray
that, as in the past, se in the future,
Thou wilt be our ever present cov-
enant, guardian, keeper and {friend.
Cleanse the land from vice and immorali-
¢v; from diseord and faction; from infi-
«delity and atheism, and from all that is
wtfensive in Thy sight. Let Thy benedic-
tion rest upon the Commonwealth in
which we dwell. Bless Thy servant, the
hiof Magistrate of this State, its Legisla-
ture and its churehes, and especially, O
Lord, we invoke Thy benediction upon
Thy servants here assembled in Cenven-
tion.

The source of all power, the fountain of
all truth, we entreat Thee to guide thy ser-
vants by Thy unerring eounsel, imbue
them with large and just views of the
greatness and the solemnity of the task
“Thou hast laid wupon them. Deliver and
preserve them from all unworthy aims
and motives, forgetting all mere loecal
ties, all mere partisan attachments, all
sectarian prejudices; may they rise to the
calm, faithful and devout consideration
of the questions to he submitted to them.
Preserve Thy servants from error and
mistake in all times of doubt, perplexity
and embarrassment. May the pillar of
cloud appear and go before them, and

may they so accomplish the work Thou
hast laid uvpon them, that it shall com-
mend itselfto Thy approval, and greatly
redound in the years to come, to the true
peace, prosperity and well-being of the
Commonwealth., Hear the voice of sup-
plication ; sprinkle us with the blood
of the Cross, and accept and save us,
through Christ our Redeemer. Amen.

'The Journal of yesterday was read,
amended and approved.

The PREsSIDENT. 1 wish to remark to
the members of the Convention that the
construction of this ehamber is such that
the least whisper or lowest hum of con-
versation eonfuses the whole hearing
atmosphere, so that nothing ean be dis-
tinetly heard, either at the Chair or in
the body of the House. The Chair there-
fore ventures earnestly to suggest to
members the propriety of observing the
greatest guiet. 1t does not, doubtless,
oecur to them that 0 much inconveni-
ence could result from so subdued a tone
as is observed ; and with this mention of
the subject I have no doubt the members
will bear the point irn mind.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Mr. WeoDWARD. I rise to ask leave of
absenee for my colleague, Franklin B.
Gowen, on account of sudden death of
his father, at Mount Airy. He will be
absent for one week, and I hope the Con-
vention will graut him leave of absence
for that time. Leave granted.

BANKS OF ISSUE.

Mr. Fuxnck offered the follewing reso-
{ution, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Private Corporations:

Resolved, That the Committee on Pri-
vate Corporations be instructed to inquire
into and report upon the expediency of 55
amending the Constitution as to prohibit
all banks of issue from paying interest on
deposits as to make it a part of their gene-
ral business to borrow money and again
to lend out the same at interest.

Also, the following resolution, which
was referred to the Committee on Taxa~
tion :

Resolved, That the Committee on Reve-
nue, Taxation and Finanece ke instrueted
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to inquire into and report on the expedi-
ency of so amending the Constitution as
to compel all banks, savings institutions
and other monied corporations and co-
partnerships formed for the purpose of
dealing in tnoney, discounting paper, bor-
rowing and receiving money on deposit,
for which interest or a bonus is paid, to
make quarterly returns, underoath, of the
money so borrowed or deposited with
them at interest, to the end that the same
may be subjoected to taxation.

LIAVE OF ABSENCE.

Mr. PurMAN. I desire to ask leave of
absence for Judge Black for the remain-
der of the week. Leave granted.

PENAL CONFINEMENT.

Mr. WHERRY offered the following
preamble and resolution, which were re-
ferred to the Committee on Declaration of
Rights :

WHEREAS, It is a universally admitted
principle in criminal law that an accused
person is to be presumed innocent until
he is convicied :

And whereas, Although society, in vir-
tue of its right of lawful self-protection,
may subject its members to preventive
detention as the temporary hostages of
justices, yet the sacred obligation ot pro-
tection requires at its hands the exercise
of parental guardianship over the ac-
cused, and the full protection of their
rights as citizens.

Resolved, That the amended Constitu-
tion ought to contain some provision,
whereby accused persons and those de-
tained as witnesses may be protected
from the penal confinementinflicted upon
convicted eriminals.

COMMON PLEAS JURISDICTION.

Mr. BrooMaLrLL offered the following
resolution, whieh was referred to the
Judiciary Committee:

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Judiciary be instructed to inquire into
the expediency of reqguiring the judges of
the courts of common pleas, and other
courts of like jurisdiction, to decide ques-~
tions of fact as well as law, in all cases
in which neither party shall demand a
jury trial.

OFFICTAL QUALIFICATION.

Also, the following, which was referred
to the Committee on Declaration of
Rights :

Resolved, That the Committee on Decla-
ration of Rights be instructed to inquire
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into the expediency of amtending the
fourth paragraph of the Declaration of
Rights, s0 as to read: “That no person
shall be disqualified to hold any office
or place of trust or profit, or to testify
as a witness, or to exercise the right of
suffrage on account of his religious senti-
ments.””

TRIAL BY JURY.

Also, of amending the sixth pargraph.
so as to read: “That the right of trial by
jury shall remain inviolate in all cases in
which either party shall demand the
sarne.””

And of adding to the thirteenth para-
‘graph the words: * Nor shall the life of
any person be taken as a punishment fos
crime.”’

THE SINKING FUND.

Mr. De France offered the following;
resolution of inquiry, which was twieo
read and agreed to : .

Resolved, That the Commissioncrs ol
the Sinking Fund of ‘he Commonwealtls
be respectfully requested to lay beforce
the Constitational Convention a state-
ment showing what poxt, if any, of the
Sinking Fund of the Commonwealth has
been used or applied otherwise than in
the extinguishient of the publie debt
sinee the close of thé rebellion, and if any
part of said Sinking Fund has been ap-
plied otherwise, for what purposcs, and
hiow mueh.

PRIVATE PROPERTY.

Mr. DEFrANCE also offered the follow-
ing resolution, which was roferred to the
Committee on Declaration of Rights:

Resotved, That private property shai!
not be taken or damaged for public use
without just compensation, and the fee of
land taken for railroad trackswithout the
consent of the owners thereof shail re-
main in such owners, subject to the use
for whieh it is taken, and private property
shall never be taken, under any pretext,
for private use.

TRIAL BY JURY.

Also, the following, which was referred
to the same committee :

Resolved, 'That the tria? by jury ia ali
cases in which it has heretofore been used
shall remain inviolate forever, except that
in suitsin justices’ courts provision may-
be made by law for trial by a jury of less
than twelve men, but a jury trial may be
waived by the parties in all eivil cases.
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SPECIAL PRIVILEGES.

Also, the following, which was referred
te the same committee :

Resolved, That there be added to the
seventeenth section of the Declaration of
Rights the following : “Or making irrevo-
cable any grant of special privileges or
immunities shall be passed.”

OFFICIAL ELIGIBILITY.

Mr. Parsons offered the following reso-
lution, which wasreferred to the Commit-
tee on Suffrage :

Resolved, That the Committee on Edu-
cation be requested to inquire into the ex-
pediency of reporting the following
amendment to the Constitution: ‘“No per-
son shall have the right to vote or be eligi-
ble to office under the Constitution of this
Commonwealth who shall not be able to
read the Constitution in the English lan-
guage and write his name: Provided,
however, That the provisions of this
amendment shall not apply to any person
prevented by a physical disability from
complying with its requisitions, nor to
any person who now has the right to vote,
nor to any person who shall be sixty years
of age or upwards at the time this amend-
ment shall take eftect.”

PROTHONOTARIES AND COURT CLERKS.

Mr. TEMprE offered the following reso-
lution, which was referred to the Commit-
tee on the Judiciary : '

Resolved, That it be referred to the ap-
propriate committee, so as to amend the
Constitution of this Commonwealth, as to
give the appointment of prothonotaries
and clerks of courts to the courts, respect-
ively, of which they shall he officers.

SESSIONS OF THE LEGISLATURE.

Mr. HuNsSICKER offered the following
resolution, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Legislature :

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis-
lature be instructed to inquire into the ex-
pediency of so amending the Constitution
that the sessions of the Legislature be held
biennially.

CORPORATION FRANCHISES.

Mr. ALRICKSs offered the following reso-
Iution, which was referred to the Coin-
mittee on Constitutional Sanctions:

' Resolved, That the Committee on Con-
stitutional Sanctions inquire into the ex-
pediency of so amending the Constitution
thatall franchises which shall have beenor
may be granted to a corporation shall be
limited to the special object for which the

charter has been or may be ostensibly
obtained, and that no corporation shall
have or be given any greater franchises
than such as are common to corporations
of the specific class or denomination.

RIGHT OF EMINENT DOMAIN.

Also, the following resolution, which
was referred to the same committee :

Resolved, That the Committee on Con-
stitutional Sanctions inquire into the ex-
pediency of so amending the Constitution
that the exercise of the right of eminent
domain shall never be so far abridged as
to prevent the Legislature from revoking
franchises or taking the property of incor-
porated companies, and subjecting it to
the public necessity in the same manner
and extent as the property of individuals
can be taken or subjected.

RAILROAD PROPERTY.

Also, the following, which was referred
to the Committee on Railroads and Ca-
nals: .

Resolved, That the Committee on Rail-
roads and Canals inquire into the expedi-
ency of so amending the Constitution that
the rolling stock and other movable
property of any railroad company or other
corporation in this State shall be consid-

ereck personal property, and as such liable

to levy and sale on execution in the same
manner as the personal property of natu-
ral persons.

CUMULATIVE VOTING FOR CORPORATION
DIRECTORS.

Mr. CaAMPBELL offered the following
resolution, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Private Corporations:

Resolved, That the Committee on Pri-
vate Corporations be instructed to inquire
into the expediency of adopting a section
of the Constitution providing, as is now
provided in the Illinois Constitution, that:

SECTION —. The General Assembly shall
provide by law that in all elections for di-
rectors or managers of incorporated com-
panies every stockholder shall have the
right to vote, in person or by proxy, for
the number of shares of stock owned by
him for as many persons as there are di-
rectors or managers to be elected, or to

cumulate said shares and give one candi-

date as many votes as the number of di-
rectors multiplied by the number of his
shares of stock shall equal, or to distrib-
ute them on the same principle among
as many candidates as he shall think fit,
and such directors or managers shall not
be elected in any other manner. -
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REQUIRING VOTING AT DELEGATE ELEC-
TIONS.

Mr. RUNK offered the following resolu-
tion, which was referred to the Committee
on Suffrage, Election and Representation :

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf-
frage, Klection and Representation be re-
quested toinquire into and report upon
the expediency of so amending the Con-
stitution as to require candidates for all
elective offices to be put in nomination by
delegates, or otherwise, in the selection of
which all legal voters of the district shall
be required to participate, under penalty
of being deprived of their vote at the
election to fill such offices.

DIRECTORY.
I offer the

A CONVENTION

Mr. J. M. WETHERILL.
following resolution :

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Aris be
directed to prepare and have printed, for
the use of the Convention, two hundred
copies of a directory of the residences and
lodging places, in Philadelphia, of the
officers and members of the Convention.

The resolution was read a second time.

On the question of agreeing to the reso-
lution,

Mr, NiLEs said :  Mr. President: It
seems tome that this is premature, as to
my certain knowledge very many mem-
hers of the Convention have not selected
their permanent places of residence. I
am among the number.

Mr. TeMrLi. I fully agree with what
has been said by the gentleman who has
just taken his seat. InfactIknow, prob-
ably, a dozen members of the Convention
who have not yet permanently located
themselves forits sittings, and I believe
the Convention would act wisely by de-
ferring action upon the resolution for at
1zast a week or ten days, which would be
in ample time for a provision of this kind.
Only last evening I was spoken to by halt
a dozen gentlemen of the Convention who
stated that they had been unable to pro-
cure suitable boarding places. They will
all do so in the course of the next week,
and were the Convention to act npon the
the resolution now, the probability is that
the book, as printed, would be useless. I
hope, therefore, that the subject will be
postponed, and I move that the consider-
ation of the resolution be postponed until
one week from to-day.

The motion was agreed to.

WOMAN SUFFRAGE.

Mr. MANTOR offered the following reso-

lation, which was referred to the Com-
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mittee on Suffrage, Election and Repre-
sentation :

Itesolved, That the Committec on Suf-
frage, Election and Representation be re-
quested to inguire into and report to this
Convention whether in their opinion a
provision should be incorporated in the
Constitution authorizing the women ot
this State to exercise the elective fran-
chise, when they shall ask that right by o
majority of all the votes given by citizen
females, over the age of twenty-one years,
at an election called for this purpose, at
which the women alone shall have the
right to vote.

THE COMPOSITION OF THE LEGISLATURE.

Mr. WoRrreLL offered the following
resolution, which was referred to the
Committee on T.egislature :

Resolved, That the legislative power of
this Commonwcalth be vested in a Gen-
eral Assembly, which shall consist of a
Senate and House of Representatives:
Provided, That no bill shall become a law
except it pass in eachi House a reading in
full on three different days, and in cach of’
such readings, in either House, be ap-
proved by a majority of all the members
comprising such House. The votes of
each House to be determined by yeas and
nays, and the names of the persons voting
for or against the bill shall be entered on
the Journals of each House respectively.

ABOLITION OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT.

Mr. CarTER offered the following reso-
lution, which was referred to the Com-
mittec on Legislation:

Resolved, That the Committee on Leg-
islation be instructed to inguire into the
expediency of abolishing capital punish-
ment, and substituting in lieu thereof im-
prisonment for life, with entire with-
drawal of the pardoning power, unless in
such cases when innocence may be ju-
dicially proven after conviction; and the
Legislature shall pass the necessary laws
to provide for the trial by jury of the
question of innocenee in such cases.

QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTORS.

Mr. MacCoNNELL offered the following
resolution, which was referred to the
Committee on Suffrage :

Resolved, That in elections by the citi-
zens overy free person of the age of
twenty-one years, heing a citizen of the
United States, having resided in good
faith and continuously in this Common-
wealth one full year, and in the election
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district where he or she offers to vote two
full monthsimmediadely preceeding such
election, and within two years paid a State
or county tax which shall have been as-
sessed at least ten days before the election,
shall enjoy the rights of an elector: Pro-
vided, That a citizen of the United States
who had previously been a qualifled voter
in this State, and removed therefrom and
returned, and who shall have resided in
the election district and paid taxes as
aforesaid, shall be entitled to vote after
residing in the State six months: Adnd
provided further : That females not owning
taxable property, and persons between
the ages of twenty-one and twenty-two
yoars, being citizens of the United States,
and having resided in the State and elec-
tion district as aforesaid, shall be entitled
to vote, although they shall not have paid
taxes as aforesaid.

This proposition shall, at the same time
that this amended Constitution is voted
on, be voted on separately by the persons
entitled to vote by the Constitution as it
now is, and by such females as would be
entitled to vote if this proposition was a
part of the Constitution, except that no
female shall be required to have paid
taxes to entitle her to vote thereon. The
tickets shall have on their inside the
words ‘“for female suffrage ’’ or ‘‘against
female suffrage,’’ as the case may be, and
shall have endorsed thereon the words
* female suffrage,”” and the names of the
porsons voting on said proposition shall
be kept on a separate list. If a majority
of the votes cast on said proposition shall
be for female suffrage said proposition
shall be a part of the Constitution, and
shall take the place of section — of the ar-
ticle on suffrage; but if a majority of
said votes shall be against female suftrage
said proposition shall not be a part of the
Constitution.

OATH OF OFFICE FOR CITY COUNCILMEN.

Mr. Barcray offered the following
resolution, which was referred to the
Committee on County, Township and
Borough Officers:

Resolved, That the Committee to which
the following resolution shall be referred
be instructed to inquire into the expe-
diency of requiring of every member of
every body of councils, of every city or
borough of this Commonwealth, the fol-
lowing oath or affirmation, which he
shall take and subscribe before entering
upor his official duties:

*I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that T
will support the Constitution of the

185

United States and the Constitution of the
Comumonwealth of Pennsylvania, and
will faithfully discharge my duties asa
member of said couneils, according to the
best of my ability, and that I have not,
knowingly or intentionally, paid or con-
tributed anything, or made any promise
in the nature of a bribe, to directly or in-
directly influence or to affect my nomi-
nation or election to said office, and have
not accepted, nor will accept or receive,
directly or indirectly, any money or other
valuable thing from any corporation,
company or person, nor will I be con-
cerncd or interested in any contract, job,
arrangement or conteivance through
which any profit may be made for any
vote or influence I may give or withhold
in reference to any official act.”

This oath shall be administered by one
of the judges of the court of common
pleas; shall be filed and recorded ina
book prepared for that purpose by said
councils, the record of which shall be
competent evidence on any trial. Any
member who shall refuse to take the
oath herein prescribed shall forfeit his
office, and every member who shall be
convicted in any criminal court of vio-
lating said oath or affirmation shall not
only forfeit his otffice, be punished as
in other cases of perjury, but shall be dis-
qualified thereafter from holding any of-
fice of profit or trust in this Common-
wealth,

QUALIFICATIONS OF JUDGES.

Mr. Corson offered the following reso-
lation, which was referred fo the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary :

Resolved, 'That all judges shall be
learned in the law, and members of the
legal profession, who, after regular ap-
prenticeship, shall have been regularly
admitted to the bar.

ASSLSSMENT OF REAL ESTATE.

Mr. S. H. REy~oLDSs offered the follow-
ing resolution, which was referred to the
Committee on Taxation :

Resolved, That all real estate within
this Commonwealth shall, for the pur-
poses of taxation, be assessed at its fuil
market value.

QUALIFICATIONS OF JURORS.

Mr. HeverIN offered the following
resolution, which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary :

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Judiciary be instructed to inquire into the
expediency of amending the Constitution
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80 as to provide that the formation or ex-

pression of an opinion shall not disquality

any citizen from acting as a juror.
WITNESSES.

Also, the following, which was read and
referred to the Committee on the Bill of
Rights:

Resolved, That the Committee on Bill
of Rights inquire into the expediency of
amending the Constitution so as to pro-
vide that all persons shall be competent
witnesses in every case and under all
cireumstances.

SALARY OF THE GOVERNOR.

Mr. J. P, WETHERILL offered the fol-
lowing resolution, which was read and
referred to the Committee on Executive
Department :

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Executive be instructed to inquire into
the expediency of adopting the following
section :

That the Governor shall, at stated times,
receive for his services a compensation,
which shall be neither increased or dimin-
ished during the period, beginning on
the day of his election by the people, and
extending through the period for which
he has been elected.

INDUSTRIAL STATISTICS.

Mr. Epwarps offered the following
resolution, which was read and referred
to the Committee on Agriculture:

Resolved, That the Committee on Agri-
culture, Mining, Manufactures and Com-
merce be requested to inquire into the
expediency of reporting the following, as
a4 part of the Constitution:

It shall be the duty of the Legislature
to establish by law a full and complete
system of detailed statistics of all kinds
of manufactures, commerce and agricul-
ture ; also the mineral resources of this
Commonwealth, to include the quantity
and quality of each, and where located, to
the end that the people may have a full
knowledge of the resources of this Com-
monwealth in all these departments.

GRANTING OF LICENSES.

Mr. BRODHEAD offered the following
resolution, which was read and referred
to the Cominittee on Legislation:

Resolved, That the Committee on Legis-
lation be requested to inquire into the
propriety of limiting the granting of 1li-
censes for the sale of spirituous, vinous
and malt liquors in the cities and bor-
oughs of the State, so that not more than
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one license shall be granted for five hun-
dred of population.
NEW STATE OFFICERS.

Mr. Boyp offered the following resolu-
tion, which was read and reterred to the
Committee onthe Exocutive Department:

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Executive Department be instructed to
inquire into the expediency of creating
the following new officers:

One Lieutenant Governor, to be elected
by the people at large; one Comnmissioner
of Insurance and one Inspector General
of Iron, to he appointed by the Governor.

Mr. Boyp also offered the following as
an amendment to the Constitution, which
was read and referred to the Committee
on the Executive Department :

“The Secretary of the Commonwealth
and the Attorney General shall be elected
by the people at large.”’

ADDITIONAL STANDING COMMITTEE.

Mr. J. M. WETHERILL. Mr. President:
T offer the following resolution, and ask
that it lie over one day under the rules:

Resolved. 'That the rules of the Conven-
tion be amended, by adding an addi-
tional committee,towit: “No. 28, A Com-
mittee of nine on Federal Relations.”

The resolution was laid upon the table.

INTEREST ON THE STATE DEBT.

Mr. J. N. Purviaxce offered the fol-
lowing, which was twice read and agreed
to:

Resolved, That the State Treasurer be
requested to furnish the Convention a
statement of the amount of interest paid
annually ¢n the State debt from 1845 to
1872, inclusive, showing, specifically, the
amount due and paid annually cach
year.

The PRESIDENT. Reports from stand-
ing committees are now in order.

MILEAGE OF MEMBERS.

Mr. Hay, from the Committee on Ae-
counts and Expenditures of the Conven-
tion, submitted the following report and
resolution, which were read by the
Clerk :

The Committee on Accounts and Ex-
penditures of the Convention respectfully
report :

That the members whose names are
upon the following list arc entitled to the
sums placed opposite their respective
names, for their mileage to and rom
Harrisburg, on the first session of the
Convention, viz:
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W.J. Baer......... Somerset...........|400 |¥40 00
G.J. Barelay....... Reading ...........[108 | 10 80
Jd. P. Cronmiller....} Middleburg ....... 140 { 14 00
M. F. Elliott........ Wellsboro',........|500 | 60 00
A. C.Finney........ Clearfleld......... 322 32 20
T. R. Hazzard...... Monongahela City 56 00
J. B. Niles .| Wellsboro . 500 | 50 00
G. W. Palmer...... Humphxeyavllle 282 28 20
H. W. Palmer...... Wilkesbarre....... 1226 22 80
Lovi Rooke......... Winfleld .......... 601 600

That John G. Freeze, formerly a mem-
ber of this Convention from the Fifteenth
Senatorial district, is eutitled to be paid
the sum of fifteen dollars, and Daniel L.
Rhone, formerly a member of this Con-
vention from the Thirteenth Senatorial
distriet, is entitled to be paid the sum of
twenty-two dollars and sixty cents, for
mileage to and from Harrisburg, at the
tirst session of the Convention.

That Charles R. Buckalew and C. E.
Wright, now members of the Convention,
are entitled to the sum of fifty dollars for
postage, stationery and contingencies.

They further report that the OChief
Clerk has furnished a list of six pages,
who served, according to his certifi-
cate, during ten days of the ses-
sion of the Convention at Harrisburg;
that the Convention authorized the ap-
pointment of but five pages, and that
therefore only that number are en-
titled to be paid the sum of fifteen dollars
each, namely : Frank M’Reynolds, John
M’Tim, Parvell De France, Charles Solo-
mons and John Reese. The committee,
therefore, report the following resolution :

Resolved, That warrants be drawn upon
the State Treasurer in favor of the per-
sons named in the above report of the
Committee on Accounts and XKxpendi-
tures as entitled to be paid the several
sums therein mentioned.

The question being, shall the Conven-
tion proceed to the second reading of the
resolution, it was agreed to.

Mr. Jos. BaiLy. Mr. President: There
seems to be a difficulty presented here in
reference to the number of pages. It ap-
pears there were six little boys who
served in the Convention while we were
in session at Harrisburg. By some means
or other there were six appointed, where-
as the Convention had authorized the ap-
pointment of but five. I move to amend
that resolution. Ithink it is very hard that
a little boy should be deprived of his pay—
the paltry sum of tifteen dollars. Tthere-
fore move that the resolution be amended
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80 28 to include the name of Charles Lxl-
ley, who was the sixth boy.

The PRESIDENT. An amendment isnot
in order. The proper motion would be
to re-commit the subject to the Committee
on Accounts and Expenditures.

Mr.. Jos. Bainy. Nothing could be
gained by such a course. The committee
have had the subject under consideration,
and I think it would be well to have it
settled by the Convention.

The PRESIDENT. The whole subject is
entirely out of order. The rules of the
Convention require that the Committee
on Accounts shall examine and report all
such subjects. 1f they approve them the
Convention is then tosay whether it shall.
The gentleman can reach his object by
moving to re-commit.

Mr. Jos. BaiLy. If I can get the sub-
ject re-committed with instructions I am
safe. I know what the committee will do.
I move that the report be referred back to
the committee, with instructionsto insert
the name of Charles Lilly.

Mr, KaiNE. Allow me tosuggest tothe
gentleman that this can be arrived at by
the unanimous consent of the Conven-
tion. The report, I submit, can be amend-
ed by unanimouns consent of the Conven-
tion, so that this boy’s name can be insert-
ed therein. I make thatsuggestiontothe
gentleman from Perry (Mr. Baily.)

Mr, Jos. BarLy. I think the Conven-
tion will have to settleit. Thecommittee
cannot settle it nnder the rules unless in-
structed by the body.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President: If there
is no motion before the Convention I will
make a motion that the report be amend-
ed by the unanimous consent of this Con-
vention, by inserting the name of the boy
referred to.

Mr. Hay. No, and for this reason—

The PRESIDENT. Debate is not in or-
der, except upon the resolution. The
gentleman from Perry (Mr. Baily) has
moved to re-commit this report to the
Committee on Accounts, with instructions,
from the Convention, to insert the name
of Charles Lilly. The Chair will read the
rule:

‘“The Committee on Accounts shall ex-
amine all accounts for expenses and re-
port upon the same to the Convention,
whether the same are proper expenses of
the Conwvention, and if the same are ap-
proved by the Convention they shall be
paid as provided by law.”

The Chair will say that he feels it his
duty to adhere rigidly to the rule upon
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the subject of drawing money from the
State Treasury.

Mr. Jos. BaiLy. Is the Chair of the
opinion that the Convention is not compe-
tent to instruct the committee ?

The PREsIDENT. Under this rule the
Chair thinks it is not. The Convention
has to approve the report of the com-
mittee.

Mr. Josiprii BArLy.
ny motion.

Mr. DarLINGTON. I wish to say that T
will join the gentleman and all others in
subscribing 1y portion. Let us pay the
hoy out of our own pockets and be done
with it.

Mr. JoseErpH BAaILy.

agree to that.

Then T withdraw

Mr. DArRLINGTON., Send around the
hat,
Mr. TEMPLE. Mr. President : I submit

that there should be an explanation asked
of the chairman of the Commnittee
on Accounts as to the reason why this
little bov’s narne is left out. It strikes
me  that would be the proper course.
The chairman of the Comittee on Ac-
counts objccted to the unanimous con-
sent of the Convention to pass the reso-
aolution of the gentleman from Fayette,
(Mr. Kaine,) and offered to oxplain
his reasons for doing so. I do not speak
personally, but it seems to me that this is
a very small business for the Convention
to undertake, to contribute fifteen dollars

Mo (aynven
A8 UONVeri~

for the pay of this little boy.
tion, I think, should pass the resolution
of the genileman from Perry (Joseph
Baily.)

Mr. Hay. Mr. President: I do not de-
sire to be misunderstood in this matter.
As chairman of the Committee on Ac-
counts it was my duaty to present the re-
port of that comnmittee. The cominittee
reports in favor of the payment of every
person whose employment was author-
ized by.this Convention. I don’t think
this question now mooted can properly
come up at this time. If it is desired to
pay any other persons or any other
a s than those named in that report
of the comrmttee let a resolution be sub-
sequently introduced directing the com-
mittee to inquire into the propriety of

making certain payments, then the com-
But they

mittee will take action upon it.
have ascertained that the employment of
but five pages was authorized by the

rntinm and +haxr nart aoaonvrdinalxr
ition, and they report aceordingly.

e
ULl

It is a very small matter, it is true, Mr.
President, but the commmittee did not feel
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authorized, and do not now feel anthor-
ized, to recommend any payments not
previously authorized by the Convention.
1 think the proper course for the Conven-
tion to pursue is to adopt the report made
by the committee, and, if deemed advisa-
ble, adopt a subsequent resolution direct-
ing the committee to inquire into the ex-
pediency or propriety of making the
further payment referred to.

The question being upon the resolution
presented by the Committee on Accounts,
a vote was taken, and the resolution was
agreed to.

CITY ELECTIONS.

Mr. WALKER. Mr. President : The Con-
mittee on Cities and City Charters has in-
strueted me to ask that it be relieved of
the consideration of a bill relating to clee-
tions in cities of over a hundred thousand
inhabitants, and to ask that the same be
referred to the Committee on Ilections,
Suffrage and Representation.

The PRESIDENT. By unanimous con-
sent the committee will be discharged, as
requested, and the subject matter is re-
ferred to the Comnmittee on Elections,

Urtfraoo and B iy .
Sutfrage and Representation.

REPORT OF PRINTING COMMITTEE.
Mr. NewriN., Mr. President: T am di-
rected by the Committee on Printing to
make the following partial report in the
shape of a resolution. I expected to have
been able to make a full report, but the

State Printer is net here to sign his con-
tract. 'Therefore, by the direetion of the
conmunittee, T report only a part, namely :
As to supplying paper. The Convention
having by its action yesterday struck out
the whole of the matter regarding paper,
we have been in the position of having a
printer but no paper. This resolution
provides for that emergenecy.

The PresIDENT. It can only be intro-
duced now by unanimous consent.

Mr. NEwLIN., Tasktheunanimouscon-
sent of the Convention to introduce this
resolution.

Unanimous consent having been given,
the resolution was read, as follows:

Resolved, That the Comumittee on Print-
ing make a contract with William M.
Harding to supply printing paper to the
for the price specified in his

Convention,
proposal, and of the quality selected by
the comiittee.

The question being, shall the Conven-

proeced to the second reading and

tion
praceea 1o Uk

uon

consideration of the vesolution, it was
agreod to.
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The resolution was then agreed to.

HOUSE COMMITTEE.

Mr. ADDICKS, Mr. President: I desire
to call up the resolution, presented yes-
terday by myself, for the Committee on
Hall.

The PRESIDENT. By unanimous con-
sent it can be called up.

Mr. Appicks. I ask unanimous con-
sent for the purpose of consideration of
that document.

Unanimous consent having been given,
the report was read as follows

Resolved, That there be added to the
standing committees one, to consist of tive
members, to be known as the House
Committee, which shall have charge of
all the property in the use of the Conven-
tion, shall control and direct its subordi-
nate officers and employees in the dis-
charge of their duties.

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be and
he is hereby directed to appoint tive ad-
ditional pages, at thesame compensation
as those already employed.

Mr. Appicks. I desire to add that the
safety of the property of the Convention
and the proper direction of the labors of
the subordinate employees seem to re-
gquire such a committee as that contem-
plated by the resolution just read; and
that in regard to the pages it isabsolutely
necessary to have in all ten of them, in
order to properly facilitate the business
of the Convention.

Mr. MANN. Mr. President: It is pos-
sible I may not have heard the reading
aright, but if I have it seems to me thata
portion of that report interferes with the
proper authority of the President of this
Convention. I may be mistaken; I would
like to hear it read again.

The report was accordingly again read.

Mr. MANN. I move to amend the first
resolution of that report, by striking out
so much of it as gives ¢ the control and di-
rection of the subordinate officers and
employees of the Convention in the dis-
charge of their duties.”

Mr. DALLAS. Mr. President : Isupppse
the amendment offered by the gentleman
(Mr. Mann) would be entirely satisfac-
tory to the Committee with a modifica-
tion, so as to make the resolution read,
¢that the committee shall have charge,
&e., while the Convention is not 1mn ses-
sion.”” 1 agree with him that when the
Convention is in actual session the Presi-
dent ought to have charge, but when the
Convention i8 not in session it should be

19

somcbody’s duty to look after the matter.
I therefore move to amend, by addingto
the end of the first resolution, as presented
by the committee, the words ¢ when the
Convention is not in session.”

The question being upon this amend-
ment, it was agreed to.

Mr. MANN. Mr. President: In order
that we may see how the resolution now
stands, I call for the reading of the resolu-
tion as amended.

The resolution, asamended, was accord-
ingly read, as follows:

Resolved, That there be added to the
standing committees one, to consist of
tive members, to be known as the House
Committee, which shall have charge of
all the property in the use of the Conven-
tion; shall control and direct the subordi-
nate officers and employees in the dis-
charge of their duties when the Conven-
tion is not in session.

Mr. MaANN. That is not exactly as it
ought to be, in my judgment. The reso-
lution, it adopted in that form, will give
the committee the charge of the clerks of
of this Convention and of its reporters. I
don’t think the Convention counteinplates
anything ofthat kind. So far as it refersto
the control and charge of the building, and
so forth, it isall right; but it extends to the
control of all the employes of this Con-
vention. Thereis no intention, I am sure,
on the part of any body, to put such power
in the hands of a committee. I move to
amend, by striking out the words ‘¢ shall
control and direct the subordinate officers
and employees in the discharge of their
duties when the Convention is not in ses-
sion.”

Mr. ADDICES. Allow me, Mr. Presi-
dent, to say just one word here. There is
not the slightest intention on the part of
the committee to interfere with the proper
and just prerogatives of the presiding
officer. There‘is no idea whatever of in-
terfering with the duties of the clerks or
any such employees, but merely with the
subordinate officers. But if the gentle-
man who proposes this amendment had
been with or observed us in the perform-
ance of our duty he would, I am sure,
have advocated the passage of the resolu-
tion as submitted by the Committee.

The PrEsIDENT. The resolution, as now
amended, is not in order, as it includes
words not intended by the committee.
The gentleman can reach his object by
specifying what officers or employees of
the Convention it is proposed to include.
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Mr. Cassipy. Mr. President: Is it in
order to move an amendment? Suppose
the resolution should read, as for all otfi-
cers or employees ‘“‘other than those
elected by this Convention;”’ that will
cover, I think, what is intended. The
¢ mmittee wants, of course, to control the
*employees” in the ordinary sense of the
term. That will not cover clerks, assist-
ant clerk, sergeant-at-arms or heads of
departments.

The PrEsipENT. Do you make a mo-
tion so to amend ?

Mr. Cassipy. Ido,sir, if Iam in order.

The gquestion being on the amendment,
it was agreed to.

The question recurring on the resolu-
tion as amended, it was agreed to.

The PrRESIDENT. 'The question is now
on the resolution.

Mr. TEMPLE. Mr. President: I desire
to amend this resolution so as to give
cither the Chief Clerk or the President of
this Convention power to appoint a suita-
ble person to take charge of the coat
room. There is a large number of the
members of this Convention who think it
highly important that such a person
should be appointed. We should remem-
ber that we are assembled now in the city
of Philadelphia, and I believe there are
outside doors leading into that portion of
the hall where the coat room is located,
which permits access to it without the
necessity of passing through this chamber.
1 learn from some of the officers that one
of the pages of the Convention is now in
charge of that room, and as many mem-
bers have expressed a desire to have a
suitable and responsible person appointed
to perform this duty, I would suggest
that this power be conferred upon the
Chief Clerk. 1 therefore offer the follow-
ing amendment: “And that the Chief
Clerk be instructed to appoint a suitable
person to take charge of the coat room
connected with the hall of the Conven-
tion.”

Mr. CocHrAN. I do not see the neces-
sity for the adoption of this amendment.
The coat room is in the charge of a young
man who is perfectly competent to take
care of it. He is an excellent young
man, and is one of the pages. If we ap-
point five additional pages we can very
well spare one of the number for the pur-
pose of taking charge of the coat room.

Mr. TEMPLE. If it is in order I desire
to amend the amendment, by inserting in
place of the *“Chief Clerk” the “Sergeant-
at-Arms of the Convention.”

The PRESIDENT. The amendment will
be so moditied.

Mr. TEMPLE. Mr. President: In refer-
ence to continuing the page who now has
charge of the coat room in that position, I
have only to say that he cannot perform
the duties of a page and those which this
amendment contemplates. I think there
should be some person appointed to whomi
the members of the Convention can look
with confidence, and certainly with some
hope of having their property in the room
taken care of. If we only consider for a
moment that during the session of the
Convention there will be three or four
thousand dollars worth of property in
that room, I think it will be apparent to
all of us that it is one of the most import-
ant offices, in a fiduciary way, connected
with the Convention. Although I do not
doubt the ability of this page to take
charge of the room, yet knowing that
many of the members have expressed a
desire to have a responsible person ap-
pointed, T hope the amendment as modi-
fied will be passed.

The question being on the amendment
as modified, it was rejected.

The question recurring on the resolu-
tion, it was agreed to.

COMMITTEE ON STATE INSTITUTIONS.

Mr. StaNTON. Mr. President: I now
move that we proceed to the consideration
of the resolution to increase the Commit-
tee on State Institutions and Buildings.

The Clerk read the resolution, as 1ol-
lows:

Resolved, That the Committee on State
Institutions and Buildings be increased
to eleven members.

The question being, shall the Conven-
tion proceed to asecond reading and con-
sideration of the resolution, it was de-
termined in the affirmative.

The question recurring on the adoption
of theresolution, it was determined in the
negative.

Mr. CocaraN moved to adjourn, which
was agreed to, and the Convention there-
upon adjourned at 1.50 P. M.
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FOURTEENTH DAY.

Frivay, Jaruary 10, 1873.

The Convention met at twelve o’clock
M. Prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr.
H. A. Boardman, as follows:

0, Thou,who inhabiteth Eternity and the
praises thereof, we come into Thy pres-
ence to lay our morning sacrifice upon
Thine altar. In the name of our Divine
Mediator, we render thanks to Thee for
the mercy which has spared us through
another night, for the bounty which
spreads our daily board, and for the gra-
cious Providence which watches over us
alike in our waking and in our sleeping
hours, for the darkness and the light are
both the same to Thee. Above all do we
praise, Almighty God, Thy name for the
great love with which Thou hast loved us
in sending Thine only begotten Son into

the world that we mightlive through him. -

Grant us the gracious aid of Thy blessed
spirit, that with true penitence and un-
feigned faith we may receive and rest up-
on the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviorand
our hope. We render thanks to Thee, O
Lord, for Thy great goodnessto the land in
which we dwell, and we confess, with
shame before Thee, that we have not ren-
dered them to Thee again as we ought for
Thy manifold mercies. We deplore be-
fore Thee the prevalence of crinme and
sin. Judgmentis turned away backward
and justice standeth afar off. Truth has
fallen in the streets and equity cannot
enter. And since Thy servants before
Thee are called to redress the grievances
of the people, and if it may be to stay the
progress of wickedness and sin, we en-
treat Thee to preside in their counsels, in-
due them with Heavenly wisdom, and
so to direct all their deliberations, that as
the result of the present session the land
may be purged frominiquity, and that this
mercenary greed which has spread like a
pestilence, even through the high places
of the land, and corrupting even the
source of political power, may be extirpa-
ted, lest we be proved a by-word among
the nations of the earth. Grant, O God,
that Thy servants may so order their
counsels that the cause of truth, anad right,
and intelligence, and virtue shalltriumph

over all these evil forces that are blinding
and degrading the country. Watch, we
pray Thee, in Thy good providence, over
the absent families of Thy servants. Sur-
round them with Thy continued eare from
day to day, that they be shielded from
sickness and death. Let Thy benediction
rest upon us in all the debates of this
body, in all its responsibilities and in all
its cares. Grant us the helpof Thy bless-
ed spirit, and the sprinkling of the blood
of atonement upon our hearts and con-
sciences, for the sake of our ever blessed
Redeemer. Amen.

The Journal of the Convention was then
read and approved.

COMMITTEE ON HOUSE.

The PRESIDENT. The Clerk will now
announce the Committee on the House.

The CLERK. The House Committee
consists of the following members, viz:
Messrs. Addicks, Boyd, Dallas, Stanton
and Worrell.

ADIOURNMENT.

Mr. STANTON offered the following
resolution :

Resolved, That when this Convention
adjourn it be to meet on Monday at
twelve M.

The question being, shall the Conven-
tion proceed to the second reading and
consideration of the resolution, a division
was called which resulted as follows:
Affirmative, sixty-six ; negative, twenty-
three.

So the motion was agreed to.

Mr. LitLy. I move to strike out all
after the word “ resolved ” and insert the
following:

¢That when this Convention adjourns
it will adjourn to meet at two o’clock P.
M. on Monday next, and that hereafter,
until otherwise ordered, two o’clock shall
be the hour of meeting on Mondays, and
that the sessions of Saturday shall be for
general debate.”

Mr. STANTON. 1 trust the amendment
will not prevail. My object in offering
the resolution was for the purpose of
giving the memnbers of the Convention an
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opportunity of attending the funeral of
Mr. Gowen to-morrow morning. Iunder-
stand the funeral will take place to-mor-
row morning, and I am informed many of
our members desire to attend it.

Mr. ALRICKS. I call for a division of
the question.

The PRESIDENT. Will the gentleman
explain how he wishes it divided ?

Mr, Aricks., I desire it divided so as
to separate the question of the adjourn-
ment of the Convention to meet at twelve
on Monday from the remainder of the
1it.

The PrESsIDENT. The Chair does not
see how it ean be divided. The question
is on the amendment.

The amendment was rejected.

Mr. DaruiNagTON, I move to amend,
by striking out “twelve o’clock” and in-
sert “‘ten.”’

The amendment was rejected.

Mr. WoopwaRD. 1 rise to move an
amendment, which I trust the mover of
ion will aceept. I move to
dmend the resolution, so that it shall read :
«1In order to enable members of the Con-
vention to attend the funeral of the late
James Gowen, of Mount Airy.”

Mr. StaxTOoN. Taccepttheamendment.

The resolution was agreed to.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Mr. Kaixg. Iask leave of absence for
Mr. Sharpe, of Franklin, for a week from
date. Leave was granted.

Mr. MALLISTER asked and obtained
leave of absence for Mr. Stewart, of Frank
lin, for a week from date.

Mr. HowaRrD asked and obtained leave
of absence for Mr. Funck, of Dauphin, for
one week from date.

Mr. Duxyingasked and obtained leave
of absence for Mr. Pughe, of Luzerne, for
three days from date.

PAYING PAGE CHARLES LILLY,

Mr Harry WHITE. Mr. President :
I ask leave to make a statement.

Leave was granted, and

Mr, WHITE said : Mr.President: When
our present Chief Clerk was elected and
took his place at Harrisburg he found six
pages in the employ of the Convention.
A resolution, passed by the Convention,
only authorized us to employ five. He
did not want to interfere with the ar-
rangement made, and allowed the sixth
page to continue in the employment of
the Convention,and we received the bene-
fit of his services. The little boy came

down here and no provision has beon
made for him, and for that recason I otte
the following » solution :

Resolved, That the President shall draw
his warrant on the State Treasurer in fa-
vor of Charles Lilly, who, while the Con-
vention sat at Harrisburg, acted as a page,
for such compensation as the Committee
on Accounts shall report he is entitled to.

The PrestpeNT. This resolution is not
in order. The Chairwill observe that this
matter was before the House yesterday,
and it was then sugo‘estod by the L1]<111‘
man ()l Lll(, L()llll[llLbbU on ,.ll/bl)ullbb ]l (Ul~"
member would move a resolution refer-
ring this matter to that committee they
would act promptly upon it and report.
The Comunittee reported that theirformer
action was based on a rigid principle they
had adopted not themselvesto report any
expenses for which they had not authori-
ty. If the gentleman from Indiana will
modify his resolution it will, no doubt,
be acceptable in that %hape.

Y Ra My, Pr :
not a majority of t\\o thirds suspend the
rules ?

The PresipeNT. The Chair will ob-
serve that upon a uuuua miatter of this
kind it is not worth while to break down
the guards which have been established
by the Convention for the protection of
the Treasury. Ifthe door isonce opened
you don’t know where it will stop.

Does the gentleman from Indiana modify
his resolution so that the question of the
payment of the page be referred o the
Comumittee on Accounts?

Mr. HARRY WHITE. Mr. President : 1
offer the foilowing resolution :

Resolved, That the question of Charles
Lilly, who acted as a page while the Con-
vention sat in Harrisburg, be referred to
the Comimittee on Aﬁuu\:uubs, and that the
committee have leave to sit during the
session of the Convention.

The resolution was read a second time
and agreed to.

dd
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WOMAN SUFFRAGE.
Mr. M’ALLISTER offered the fouowmg
or

woanlnitian whiosh wag o
resolution, which was read a second time

and agreed to :

Resolved, That the use of the hall be
gxanted to the Committee on Snﬂ‘rawg,
Klection and ueprescmaumu on Wednes-
day and Thursday evenings next, to af-
ford the committee and others who may
attend an opportunity of hearing dele-
gates irom the different parts of the State
on the subject of woman suffrage.
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ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Mr. MANN offered the following resolu-
tion, which was referred to the Committee
on Suffrage, Election and Representation:

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf-
frage, Election and Representation be
requested to inquire into the propriety of
s0 amending section four of the first
article of the Constitution that it shall
read:

s Representatives shall be distributed
throughout the State as follows: The
qualified voters of each county shall elect
one member, and one additional member
for every thirty-five thousand inhabitants,
as determined by the preceding census of
the United States. And in countiesen-
titled to three or more members, each
voter may cast as many votes for one can-
didate as there are Representatives to be
elected, or may distribute the same
among the candidates as he shall see fit,
and the candidates highest in vote shall
he declared elected.

NO TENANCY BY COURTESY.

Mr. CampBELL offered the following
resolution, which was referred to the
Committee on the Declaration of Rights:

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Declaration of Rights take into considera-
tion the following proposed section :

SecTIOoN —. That married women shall
have the same rights and powers over
their separate property as if they were not
married, and no woman, merely on ac-
eount of her sex, shall ever be debarred
from entering into or engaging in any
lawful pursuit or calling. There shall be
no tenancy by courtesy in this State.

PRISON REFORM AND DISCIPLINE,

Mr. WHERRY offered the following,
which was referred to.the Committee on
State Institutions and Public Buildings.

WHEREAS, The supreme end of prison
discipline is the reformation of the erimi-
nal :

And whereas, The two great obstacles to
prison reform in this State are: First,
the want of centralized control and su-
pervision; and,second, the instability and
consequent incompetency of administra-
tion.

Resolved, That the Committee on State
Institutions and Public Buildings be di-
rected to examine, and, if in their judg-
ment expedient, report the following ar-
ticle, unanimously recommended by the
National prison association of the United
States, to wit :

13
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ARTICLE —.

SecTioN 1. There shall be a board of
managers of prisons, to consist of five per-
sons, to be appointed by the Governor,
by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate, who shall hold office for ten
years, except that the five tirst appointed
shall, in such manner as the Legislature
may direct, be so classified that the term
of one person so appointed shall expire at
the end of each two years during the first
ten years; and vacancies in the offices af-
terward occurring shall be filled in like
manner. Such board shall have the
charge and suprintendence of the State
prisons, and shall possess such power and
perform such duties in respect to the
county jails, the local or district peni-
tentiaries, and other penal or reformatory
institutions within the State, as the Leg-
islature may by law impose upon them.
Such board shall, from time to time,
elect a secretary, who shall be removable
at their pleasure, who shall perform such
duties as the Legislature or the board
may prescribe, and shall receive such
salary as the Legislature shall determine.
The members of the board shall receive
no compensation other than reasonable
traveling and other expenses while en-
gaged in the performance of official duty.
And the Legislature, at its first session
after the adoption of this Constitution,
shall limit the amount of such expenses,
which limit shall not be changed except
at intervals of five years.

SECTION 2. Such board shall appointthe-
warden, (or chief officer,) the clerk, phy-
sician and chaplain of each State prison,
and shall have power to remove either ot
such offices for cause, only after opportu--
nity to be heard in his own defence, upon
written charges. All other officers of each
prison shall be appointed by the war-
den (or chief officer) thereof, and shall
be removable at his pleasure.

SECTION 3. The Governor may remove
either of the managers of prisons for mal-
feasance or misfeasance in office, after
having furnished him with a copy of the
charges against him, and giving him an
opportunity of being heard in his defence..

CAPITOL AT PHILADELPHIA.

Mr. Boyp offered the following resolu-
tion, which was referred to the Commit-
tee on Public Institutions:

Resolved, That the Committee on Pub-
lic Institutions be requested to inquire
into the propriety of introducing into the
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Constitution of this State the following
clause, in substance :

“The city of Philadelphia shall here-
after be the Capital of the State.”’

TAY OF sTENOGRAFPHERS.

Mr. BowMAx offered the following reso-
lation, which was twice read and agreed
to:

Resolved, That the Committee on Ac-
counts be and they are hereby instructed
to settle the accounts of A. M. Martin and
H. J. Mason, for reporting the proceed-
ings of this Convention during its session
at Harrisburg,

LEGISLATIVE APPORTIONMENT.

Mr. DARLINGTON offered the following
resolution, which was read and referred
to the Committee on the Legislature :

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Legislature be instructed to inquire into
the expediency of so amending the Con-
stitution as to provide that Senators and
Representaiives shali beapportioned every
ten years, according to the population as
ascertained by the census.

PARTIAL FEMALE SUFFRAGE.

Mr. PaArsons offered the following reso-
ution, which wasread and referred to the
Committee on Suffrage:

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf-
(rage be requested to inquire into the ex-
pediency of proposing the following
amendment :

¢«That all female citizens of this Com-
monwealth, over the age of twenty-one
vears, who have paid taxes, and who shall
have been assessed, shall have a right to
vote at all eloctxons for school directors,
and shall be eligible to the office of school
director.

SUPREME COURT REPORTER.

Also, the following, which was read and
referred to the Committee on the Judi-

Resolved That the Committee on the
Judiciary be requested to propose the tol-
lowing amendment :

¢« That the judges of the Suapreme
Court shall appomta reporter of theirdeci-
gions, who shall hold his office during

the pleasure of the court.”
RESPONSIBILITY OF CORPORATIONG.

Mr. ALRICKS offered the following reso-
lution, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Constitntional Sanctions:

Resolved, That the Committee on Con-
ctitutional Sanctions inquire into the ex-
pediency of so amending the Constitu-

tion that hereafter no corporation shall
be permitted to limit or impair, by con-
tract, its responsibilities at common law.

MUNICIPAL INDEBTEDNESS.

Also, the following, which was referrved
to the Committee on Public and Muni-
cipal Debts:

Raosolyesl That tha (g nittee on Pub
£1880VEG, 11014 e UCoOminitice on ruu-

I
lic and Municipal Debts and Sinking
Funds be requested to inguire into the
expediency of so amending the Constitu-
tion that no county, township, school dis-
trict, city or municipal corporation shall
be allowed to become indebted in any
manner, or for any purpese, to any
amount, including municipal indebted-
ness, in the aggregate execeeding ten per
cent. on the value of the taxable property
therein, measured by the last assessment
for State and county taxes next prececd-
ing such assessment.

LIMITING NUMBER OF APPRENTICES.

Mzr. STANTON offered the following reso-
lation, which was read and referred to
the Committee upon Legislation :

7)/)('[\7’"0[’ That the Committee on Liogis
TESOY Lommitiee on Legis-

lation be requested to inquire into the
cxpediency of reporting a proposition, as
an amendment to the Constitution, pro-
hibiting any art, trade or associalion, or
any combination of mechanies or others,
from making limitations upon the num-
ber of apprentices that may be employed
by any master or association for the pur-
pose of carrying on any art, trade or
mystery.

TRIAL BY JURY.

Mr. MrTzGER offered the following
resolution, which was read and referrcd
to the Committee on Bill of Rights:

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Bill of Rights inquire into the propriety
of s0 amending article nine of the Consti-
tution that the accused, in all criminal
cases where the offence charged is of less
grade than a felony, shall be tried by «
jury without an indictment or present-
ment by a grand jury; but in all other
cases the law shall remain as heretofore.

FRAUDULENT VOTING,

Also, the following, which was referred
to the Committee on Suffrage:

Resolved, That the Committee on Suf-
frage be requested to inquire into the pro-
priety of reporting an amendment to the
Constitution excluding from the right of
suffrage all persons convicted of perjury,
bribery, fragdulent voting or corruptly in
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fluencing any elector at any election to vote
forany candidate who, having been anelec-
tion otficer, shall have been convicted of
any fraud or corrupt practice while hold-
ing the election.

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE.

Mr. BrooMALL offered the following
resolution, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary :

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Judiciary be requested to inquire into the
expediency of providing that the courts
of common pleas shall from time to time
select, out of the persons elected as jus-
tices of the, peace and aldermen, those
best qualified, on proper examination, for
the office, not to be less in number than
one to every one thousand of population,
to whom commissions shall issue; also, of
providing that such justices of the peace
and aldermen shall be paid a salary, and
shall be prohibited from taking any fees
or costs, and that the amount of suchi sala-
ries shall be received and paid in said
county or city by a tax in the nature of
costs received upon all suits before said
officers.

PUBLIC FUNDS.

Alsa, the following, which was referred
to the Committee on Revenue, Taxation
and Finance :

Resolved, That the Committee on Reve-
nue, Taxation and Finance be requested
to inquire into the expediency of provid-
ing that the State Treasurer shall cause to
be published, at least once in every three
months, a statement of the amount of pub-
lic funds, where the same are kept or de-
posited, whether on interest or otherwise,
whether any profit has been made out of
the same during the preceding three
months, and if so to what amount and for
whose benefit; and also to provide that
the public funds, as far as possible, be
kept at interest for the benefjt of the State,
npon sufficient collateral security, to con-
sist only of United States or State bonds.

CAPITAL AT HARRISBURG.

Mr. JoriN M. BarLy offered the follow-
ing resolution, which was read and re-
ferred to the Committee on Public Insti-
tutions :

Resolved, That the Committee on Public
Institutions be requested to inquire into
the propriety of reporting a constitutional
provision, in substance, as follows:

ARTICLE —. The seat of government
shall be and remain at the city of Harris-
burg.
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ELECTION PRECINCTS.

Mr. CassiDY offered the following reso-
Intion, which was read and referred to the
Committee on Elections : .

Resolved, That the Committes on Ilec-
tions be requested to inquire info the ex-
pediency of incorporating intothe Consti-
tution a section providing that it shall be
the duty of the county court of common
pleasto exercise jurisdiction in any city of
fifty thousand inhabitantsand upwards, to
soe that such city is divided into election
districts not exceeding one hundred elec-
tors each, and vesting said court with au-
thority to arrange a district whenever any
election shall show a greater number of
votes polled in one-district than one hun-
dred.

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE AND ALDERMERX.

Also, the following, which was read and
referred to the Committee on Cities and
City Charters :

Resolved, That the Comumittee on Cities
and City Charters be instructed to report
upon the expediency of abolishing, in
cities containing over one hundred thou-
sand inhabitants, the offices of aldermen
and justices of the peace, and providing
for such legislation as shall be necessary
to divide said cities into districts as near
as may be of equal population, and pro-
viding for the election, in said districts, of
judges, learned in the law, none of whom
shall be less than thirty years of age, and
have been a practising lawyer in the
Supreme Court of the State, said judge
to exercise the jurisdiction now held by
the aldermen, with the additional right
to canse a jury of six persons to assemble
on the demand of any of the parties in
¢ivil cases, and to have such summary
jurisdiction incriminal cases, as may by
tuture legislation be referred to them ; the
salaries of said judges to be fixed by the
councils of said cities, and the fees for ser-
viges performed by said judges to be paid
into the treasury of said cities.

NEW COUNTIES.

Mr. DuNNING oftered the following reso-
lution, which was referred to the Com-
mittce on Counties:

Resolved, That the Constitution De so
amended that any county in this Com-

-monwealth, eontaining an area of no:

less than nine hundred square miles®
shall be susceptible of division, providsd
the territory proposed to be erected ints a
new county shall contain not less than
four hundred square miles, nor less tian
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fifty thousand inhabitants. The Legisla-
ture shall, on application of the citizens
of the proposed new territory, not oftener
than once in three years, authorize the
electors of said proposed new county to
determine, by ballot, the question of such
division.

ATTORNEY GENERAL AND SECRETARY OF

STATE.

Mr. BEEBE offered the following resolu-
tion, which was read and referred to the
Committee on the Executive Department:

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Executive Department be requested to
inquire into the expediency of making
the offices of Attorney General and Sccre-
tary of the Commmonwealth elective.

CONDEMNING PRIVATE PROPERTY.

Mr. HuNsicKER offered the following
resolution, which was read and referred
tothe Committee on Railroadsand Canals:

Resolved, That the Committee on Rail-
roads and Canals be requested to inquire
into the expediency of so amending the
Constitution so that in all questions of
damage, arising from the taking or dam-
aging of private property for public use,
‘the right of appeal from any mode of as-
sessment of damages provided by the
Legislature shall exist, so that it can
finally be tried before a jury of twelve
men under the direction of the court as in
other cases.

THE DEBATES.

Mr. LirLry offered the following reso-
1 ition, and moved that it be referred to
the Committee on Printing :

Resolved, That each member of this
Convention be supplied with five copies
of the sheets of the Debates of this Con-
vention.

Mr. WHITE. Mr. President: Before
that motion is put I think it would be
well for the Convention to know what
policy the Committee on Printing con-
tomplates on this matter of the extra
number of copies of the Debates. Ishould
be glad to hear from the chairman of the
Committee on Printing, if he is in the
House, on this subject. )

Mr. CocHRAN. The chairman of the
cominittee being absent I will say,as
have the misfortune to be on that eom-
mittee, that the eommittee has contem-
plated furnishing four hundred and
cighty copies daily of the Debates of the
Convention the day after the debates
have taken place. We could not expect
the printer to do this at ouce, but in a
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very few days the whole machinery wili

be in order.

The question being upon the second
reading, and reference to the Committee
on Printing and Binding, it was agreed
to.

PEACE SOCIETY MEMORIATL.

Mr. J. P. WETHERILL. I ask unani-
mous consent to introduce a memorial
from the Pennsylvania Peace society.

Unanimous consent having been grant-
ed, the memorial was read as follows:

T'o the President and Members of the Con-
stitwtional Convention of the Slate of
Pennsylvanic :

The Pennsylvania Peace society respecs-
fully submit, and earnestly recommend,
the following amendments to the Consti-
tution :

Amend Art. I, (Legislative power,) by
adding the following section :

“The Legislature shall have no power to
enact any law imposing death asa penalty
for the punishment of any crime commit-
ted within the Commonwealth.”

Amend Art. II, section seven, (Powers
vested of the Governor,) by striking out
the whole section, as follows:

“He shall be commander-in-chief of the
army and navy of this Commonwealth,
and of the militia, except when they shali
be calied into the actual service of the
United States.”

Amend Art. VI, section two, (Militia,)
by striking out the following: “The free-
men of this Commonwealth shall be arm-
ed, organized and disciplined for its de-
fence when and in such manner as may
be directed by law. Those who conscien-
tiously scruple to bear arms shall not be
compelled to do so, but shall pay an
equivalent for personal serviee,’”” and sub-
stituting the following, to conform with
section third, article ninth, (Declaration of
Rights,) which declares :

“That no human authority can, in any
case whatever, control or interfere with
the rights of conscience. No citizen
whose convictions are opposed to wars
and fightings shall be compelled to bear
arms, or to pay any equivalent or tax for
a refusal to do so.”’

On behalf of the society.

LUCRETIA MOTT,
President.
ALFRED H. I.OVE,
Vice DPresident.
Hexry T. CHILD, M. D,,
LyDpIa A. SCHOFIELD,
Secretaries.
T. Enuwoop CHAPMAN, Treasurer.
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Mr. J. P. WETHERILL. I move that
the subjects and articles in that memorial
be referred to the appropriate committees.

The articles were so referred.

Article I. To the Committee on Legis-
lation. .

Article IT. To the Committee on the
Executive.

Article ITI. To the Committee on Mili-
tia.

Article IV. To the Committee on the
Declaration of Rights.

WOMAN SUFFRAGE PETITION.

Mr. BRooMaLL. I ask unanimous con-
sent to introduce a memorial, and ask
that it be referred to the Committee on
Suffrage.

Tnanimous consent having heen grant-
ed, the memorial was read, as follows:
To the Constitutional Convention of the State

of Pennsylvania:

As one-half of the adult citizens of
Pennsylvania are now deprived of the bal-
lot, and being thus disfranchised are gov-
crned as an inferior class, compelled to
obey laws, in the making of which they
have no voice, and are subject to taxation
without representation in the government,
the Pennsylvania Woman Suffrage asso-
ciation respectfully petitions your honor-
able body to amend section one of article
three of the present Constitution, so as to
secure perfect equality of citizenship with-
out distinction of sex. .

‘We also ask to be heard by you in sup.
port of this petition, at such time and
place as shall be deemed proper.

MARY GREW,

] President.
ANNIE SHOEMAKER,

Secretary.
Referred to the Committee on Suflrage.
COMMITTEE OF THE STATE.

Mr. Ka1ng offered the following resolu-
tion, which was laid over for one day, un-
der the rules:

Resolved, 'That a committee of five be
appointed, to be called the Committee of
the State. )

ANNULMENT OF MARRIAGE CONTRACT.

Mr. Ross offered the following resolu-
tion, which was read and referred to the
Committee on Legislation:

Resolvéd, That the Committee on Leg-
islation be requested to inquire-into the
expedienoy of so amending section four-
teen, article one of the Constitution that
the same shall provide that the Legislat
ture shall not have power to annul the
contract of marriage in any ecase.
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SUPREME JUDGES.

Mr. J. N. PurviANCE offered the follow-
ing resolution, which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary :

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee
be instructed to inquire into the expedi-
ency of proposing the following amend-
ment :

That the State, for the purpose of elect-
ing supreme judges, shall be divided into
three districts, of as near equal population
as practicable, to be called the Eastern
district, Middle distriet and Western dis-
trict. That the Supreme Court shall con-
sist of nine judges, three of whom shall
be elected in each district by the qualified
electors thereof, and at the eleetions to'be
held after the adoption of this Constita-
tion, each elector shall be entitled to
vote for only two persons. The said
judges to be elected by the qualified
electors of the districts aforesaid, when
vacancies shall exist by reason of expira-
tion of the terms for which the present
judges of the Supreme Court are elected
and commissioned.

CONSOLIDATION OF RAILROADS.

Mr. Barcray offered the following
resolution, which was referred to the
Committee on.Railroads :

Resolved, That the Committee on Rail-
roads and Canals be instructed to inquire
into the expediency of inserting in the
new Constitution the following articles :

No railroad corporation shall consoli-
date in stock, property or frarchises with
any other railroad corporation owning a
parallel or competing line, and in no case
shall any consolidation take place except
upon public notice, given of at least sixty
days, to all stockholders in such manner
as may be provided by law.

No railroad corporation s&hall issue any
stock or bonds except for money, labor or
property actually received and applied to
the purposes for which such corpora-
tion was created, and all stock dividends
and other fictitious increase of the capital
stock or indebtedness of any such corpo-
ration shall be avoided. The capital
stock of no railroad corporation shall be
increased for any purpose, except upon
giving sixty days’ publie notice in such
manner as provided by law.

GAMBLERS.

Mr. LEAR offered the tollowing resolu-
tion, which was read and referred to the
Committee on Impeachment and Removal
from office :
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Resolved, That the proper committee he
instructed to inquire into the expediency
of inserting in the new Constitution an ar-
ticle providing that no person shall hold
any office of trust or protit in the State of
Pennsylvania who shall be an habitual
or professional gambler, and the Legisla-
tureshall provide by law for the mode of
determining, by inquisition, at the rela-
tion of any citizen of the Commonwealth,
whether any person holding an office as
aforesaid, and legally charged with being
an habitual gambler.

MUNICIPAL INDEBTEDN

Mr. LAMBERTON offered the following
resolution, which was referred to the
Committee on Public and Munieipal
Debts @

Resolved, That the Committee on Pub-
li¢ and Muniecipal Debts be instructed to
inquire into the expedicncy of reporting
a provision to limit the amount of indebt-
cedness which shall be incurred by coun-
ties, cities and boroughs.

RAILROAD PRIVILEGES.
Mr, Joux R. REED offered the follow-
ing resolution, which was referred to the
Committee on Private Corporations :
Resolved, That nolaw shall be passed by
the General Assembly granting the right
construet and operate or extend a railroad
within any eity, town or ineorporated vil-
lage without requiring the consent of the
tocal authorities having the control of the
streets or highways proposed to be ocecu-
pied by such railroad.

TENURE OF PUBLIC TREASURERS.

Also, the following, which was referred

to the Committee on Counties, Townships
and Boroughs :

Resolved, That no person whomay here-
after be a collectoror holder of public mo-
neys shall be re-elected to the same posi-
tion, nor shall he be eligible to any office
of trust or profit until he shall have ac-
counted for and paid over, according to
law, all sums for which he may be liable.

ELLECTION OF DISNTRICT JUDGES.

Mr. S. H. REYNOLDs offered the follow-
ing resolution, which was referred to the
Judiciary Committee :

Resolved, That the Committee on Judi-
ciary shall report an amendment to the
Coustitution providing for the election of
two law judges in @ach judicial distriet of
the State where the population does not
exceed one hundred thousand, said
judges to be elected as jury commission-
ers are now elected; and to provide
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further for the electionof three law judges
in each judieial district where the popu-
lation exceeds onc hundred thousand, to
be elected as the district delegates to this
Convention were eclected, and farther to
provide for the districting of counties and
cities so as to carry the foregeing into e~
feet.
VACANCIES 1IN STATE TREASURY.

Mr. DARLINGTON offercd the followine
resolution, which was referred to the Cona-
mittec on the Exccutive Departiment :

Resolved, That the Executive Commit-
tee be instructed to reporta constitution:l
provision for filling vacancies that may
occur in the office of State T'reasurer.

DAMAGE AGAINST RAILROADS.

Mr. DEFraNcE offercd the following
resolution, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Legislation:

Resolved, That the standing Committec
on Legislation be respectfully reguested
to consider the propriety of prohibiting
the Legislature from passing any law
limiting the amonnt of damages in suits
brought against railroad companies, do-
ing business within this Commonwealth,
for personal injuries or loss of life arising
from the negligence of said roads while
used as common carriers.

PREFERENTIAL VOTING.

Also, the following, which was referred
to the Comrnittec on Suffrage:

Resolved, That the standing Committee
on Suffrage be requested to consider the
propriety of adopting the preferential
mode of voting for the election of eounty
commissioners and county auditors.

ADDITIONAT, PAGLS.

Mr., Joux N. Prrviaxce offered the
tollowing resolution:

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be au-
thorized to appoint two additional pages,
at the same per diem eompensation as
that already fixed for the pages heroto-
fore appointed.

On the question of proceeding to the
second reading of the resolntion, it was
determined in the negative.

"STYLE OF OFFICIAL DOCUMEN'

Mr. MiNoR offered the following reso-

lution, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Legislation.

Resolved, That the Committee on Leg-
islature be requested to inquire into the
propriety of so changing the Constitution
as to provide that the style of process and
official documents shall be ¢State of
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Pennsylvania’” instead of ¢ Common-
wealth of Pennsylvanija.”

Mr. Hay. Mr, President: The Com-
mittee on Accounts and Ixpenditures
respectfully report the following resolu-
tion :

Resolved, That a warrant be drawn in
favor of Charles Lilly forthesum of fifteen
dollars, in payment of services rendered to
the Convention as page at the Harrisburg
session.

The resolution was twice read and
agreed to.

Mr. Danras. I move that the Conven-
tion adjourn. Lost.

LBAVE OF ABSENCE.

Mr. HArry WHITE asked and obtained
{eave of absence for Mr. Finney, of Clear-
field.

Mr. DaRnINGTON asked and obtained
1eave of absence for Mr. Boyd, of Norris-
town.

Mr. BEERBE asked and obtained leave of
ohsenee for Mr, Bailey, of Huntingdon.

COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL RELATIONS.

Mr, J. M. WETHERILL. Mr. President :
I move that the Convention proceed to
the consideration of the following resolu-
tion offered by myself yesterday in refer-
ence to an additional Committee on Fed-
eral Relations :

Resolved, That the rules of the Conven-
tion be amended, by adding an additional
Committee on Federal Relations, to con-
sist of nine members.

The resolution was read a second time.

Mr. DarvingToN. 1 wonld like to ask
the gentleman what the duties of this
additional committee will be.

Mr. J. M. WETHERILL. I will state to
the gentleman that it has been customary
for many years both in our State Legisla-
ture, and in the Legislatures of most of
the other States at their annual sessions,
to consider the relationship of the State
and Federal governments. This provision
is made, and while it is sanctioned by law
it appears clear to me that it is always
wise to consider the relations which we
hear to the Federal government. I have
nhiad considerable hesitation in introdue-
ing this resolution, because I think itisa
matter which requires the attention of the
older heads in the Convention, and my
objeet in introducing it has been with re-
ference to a recent important event, which
has occurred in a sister Commonwealth,
wherein the Constitution established by

the people, under the protection of the
Federal government, has been, by the
power and authority of this latter govern-
ment, subverted and overthrown.  Ithink
that incident is one of sufficient import-
ance to call for some consideration by this
body ; but whether it would be advisable
to express any opinion in reference to these
relations it will be for that’ committee, it
appointed, to consider. I do not desire,
and perhaps it would be improper, to en-
ter into a consideration of the reasons
influencing me in offering the resolution,
and I therefore will, with the permission
of the Convention, at present decline 1o
do so.

The question being on the adoption ot
the resolution.

The yeas and nays were required by
Mr. J. M. Wetherill and Mr. J. P. Weth-
erill, and were as follow, viz:

YEAS.

Messrs,  Alricks, Armstrong, Baily,
(Perry,) Bailey, (Huntingdon,) Boyd,
Brown, Buckalew, Cassidy, Church,
Clark, Collins, Corson, Craig, Cronmiller,
Cuyler, Dallas, Dimmick, Ellis, Ewing,
Tell, Gibson, Gilpin, Hanna, Hay, Haz-
zard, Hemphill, Heverin, Hopkins, How-
ard, Hunsicker, Kaine, Knight, Lamber-
ton, Lear, Littleton, M’'Clean, M’Culloch,
M’Murray, Patterson, . W., Patterson,
T. H. B.,, Purman, Purviance, John N,,
Read, John R., Reed, Andrew, Reynolds,
S. H., Ross, Sharpe, Simpson, Van Reed,
Wetherill, J. M., Wetherill, John Price,
Wherry, Woodward and Wright—54.

NAYS.

Messrs. Achenbach, Andrews, Daer,
Bannan, Barclay, Bartholomew, Beebe,
Black, Charles A., Bowman, Broomall,
Campbell, Carey, Carter, Cochran, Cor-
bett, Curry, Curtin, Darlington, Davis,
De France, Dodd. Dunning, Idwards,
Elliott, Finney, Fulton, Funck, Guthrie,
Horton, Landis, Lawrence, Lilly, M’Allis-
ter, MacConnell, Mann, Mantor, Metzger,
Minor, Mott, Niles, Palmer, G. W,, Pal-
mer, I W., Parsons, Patton, Porter, Rey-
nolds, James L., Rooke, Runk, Russell,
Smith, Henry W., Stanton, Stewart, Tem-
ple, Walker, White, David N., White, J.
W. F.and Meredith, President—-07.

So the resolution was not agreed to.

Mr. Huxsicker moved to adjourn,
which was agreed to, and the Convention
thereupon adjourned at 1.45 P. M.
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FIFTEENTH DAY.

MbNpayY, January 13, 1873,

The Convention met at noon.

Rev. Dr. Boardman offered prayer, as
follows :

Oh, Thou, who makest the outgoings of
the morning and of the eveningto rejoice,
we render thanks to Thee for the mercy
which has spared us, for the bounty which
spreads onr daily boards, for the goodness
which surrounds us with unnumbered
means and sources of culture and enjoy-
ment. ¢Blessthe Lord, Oh, oursouls, and
orget not all His benefits 1

We render thanks to Thee for a day of
rest and worship. We thank Thee that
amidst the bounties of Thy hand, the
Sabbath was made for man, that it comes
to us to interrupt the current of our
carthly thoughts, turn off our minds ffom
the seen to the unseen, from time to eter-
nity, and to invite us to communijon with
our own hearts and to fellowship with
God, the Author of our spirits. May the
savor of our Sabbath services abide with
us throughout the week. May Thy ser-
vants here assembled realize Thy pres-
ence and remember their accountability,
not merely to the people of this Common-
wealth, but to the King of Kings and
Lord of Lords. And since our wisdom is
foolishness and our strength is weakness,
in Thy great mercy, wilt Thou endow us
with wisdom from on High. Make them
men who shall have understanding to
know what shall be done for the well-
being of our beloved land. Sao order their
counsels, so direct all their deliberations,
that their influence shall tend to the de-
pression of the ignorance which dishonors
and the vice which defiles the land.
Parify the land from intemperance, pro-
faneness and Sabbath breaking, and from
discord, faction and molence.

Preside in the councils of the nation.
Rule over our rulers and bless our coun-
try with universal peace and harmony.
May the animositiesand estrangements of
the past be buried, and may all the peo-
ple of these several Commonwealths be
united in individual respect and confi-
dence, and be animated by a sincere and
paramount concern for the welfare of hu-
manity and to the glory of Thy Holy

-

name. Send forth Thy light and Thy
truth throughout the earth, and may des-
potism and oppression in every land give
place to true enlightened liberty, and
may pure and undefiled religion be estab-
lished among all the nations.

Hear the voice of our supplications, and
let Thy presence and henediction be with
us in the services of this aay. Our Fa-
ther who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth as it is done in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for
Thine is the kingdom, the power and
the glory, forever. Amen.

APPROVING THE JOURNAL.

The Journal of the proceedings of Fri-
day was read and approved.

A QUESTION QF PRIVILEGE.

Mr. KAINE. I rise, Mr. President, toa
question of privilege. I was shown on
Saturday evening a copy of a daily paper
published in this city, called the Publie
Record, in which I was reported as hav-
ing offered a proposition to remove the
Capitol of this State from Harrisburg to
Philadelphia. If the reporter who made
that report is now here I desire him to be
corrected. I do not desire to be placed
in so ridiculous a position before the peo-
ple of the State. Having uniformly op-
posed the adjournment of this Convention
from Harrishurg to Philadelphia, I do not
desire to be placed before the people of this
State as having offered a resolution, or an
amendment or a proposition to amend the
Constitution, to remove the Capitol of the
State from Harrishurg to this city when
everybody knows that I am opposed to it.

NEW YORK CONSTITUTIONAL COMMISSION,

The PRESIDENT. The Chairhasreceived
a communieation from the seeretary of the
New York Constitutional Commission, en-
closing a resolution of the Commission,
which the Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:

Resolved, That the Clerk of this Com-
mission be directed to forward to the Con-
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stitutional Convention now in session in
Pennsylvania the printed proceedings and
documents of this Commission.
HIRAM CALKINS,
Clerk.

SALE OF INTOXICATING LIQUORS.

Mr. BEEBE offered the following. peti-
tion, which was referred to the Commit-
tee on Legislation :

The undersigned, citizens of Einlenton
and vieinity, Venango county, Pa., in said
State, respectfully represent that the sale
of intoxicating liguors as a beverage is the
principalsource of crime, immorality, pov-
erty and social disorder inour midst; and
that we believe the preponderating senti-
ment in our State is largely and strongly
against any sale of such beverages, and
therefore invite your immediate attention
to this subject, and most earnestly pray
that your honorable body will either insert
a clause prohibiting the sale of all aleoholic
beverages in such Constitution as you may
prepare, or that you submit a separate
clause of like nature to the people, which,
if receiving the requsite vote, shall become
a part of the Constitution.

And as in duty will ever pray.

Signed by sundry citizens of Emlenton,

Pa.

Mr. LAWRENCE also offered a petition
upon the same subject from citizens of
‘Washington county, which was referred,
without reading, to the Committee on
Legislation.

POWELL DE FRANCE.

Mr. STANTON offered the foldowing reso-
lution, which was twice read and agreed
to:

Resolved, That Powell De France be
employed by this Convention to take
charge of the coat room, and he shall re-
ceive the sum of two dollars per day.

ELIGIBILITY OF MEMBERS.

Mr. J. M. PuRvIANCE offered the fol-
lowing resolution, which was read and
referred to the Committee on Offices, &c.:

Resolved, That the Committee on Com-
missions, Offices, Oaths of Office and In-
compatibility of Office be instructed to
inquire into the expediency of proposing
8 provigion in the Constitution to the
effect: ¢ That no member of this Conven-
tion shall be eligible to any office created
under this Constitution, or where the
tenure and mode of holding office and
choosing officers shall be changed from
appointment by the Governor to election
by the qualified voters of the State: Pro-
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vided, That this amendment shall only
apply-to the first election to be held after
the adoption of this Constitution.

NEGLECT OF OFFICIAL DUTY.

Mr. JouN P, WETHERILL offered the
following resolution, which was read and
referred to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary :

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Judiciary be requested to examine into
the expediency of amending the Consti-
tution by the following section :

That the councils of any city of over one
hundred thousand inhabitants, with the
view to the more certain prevention, if
abused, that may occur by the dereclic-
tion of duty of any officer elected by them
or under their control, or of any member
thereof, and for the correction of the
same, may have power, in any investiga-
tion thereof, to compel the attendance of
witnesses, examine them under oath, and
to send for such books and papers as may
be necessary to prove the truth or falsity
of the charges made. The wilful making -
of a false oath by the witnesses shall be
considered perjury. Shouldthecommittee
having the examination in charge demand,
the mayor of the city or the judge of any
court thereof shall issue subpoena and, if
necessary, by attachment, compel the at-
tendance of witnesses.

Should the officer be convicted of any
infamous crime the office held by him
shall be declared vacated, and he shall
not be eligible to any office of trust or
profit under the city government.

STREET RAILWAY.

Mr. D. C. KN1GHT offered the following
resolution, which was to be referred te
the Committee on Railroads and Canals.

Resolved, That no law shall be passed
by the Legislature granting the right to
construet and operate a street railroad
within any ecity, town or incorporated
village without requiring the consent of
the local authorities having control of the
streef or highway proposed to be occupied
by said street railroad.

JOURNALS OF CONVENTION.

Mr. HARRY WHITE offered the follow-
ing resolution, which was twice read and
agreed to.

Resolved, That the Clerk of the Con-
vention is hereby directed to forward a
copy of the daily Journal of this Convens
tion to the Commission on the Constitution
of New York, now in session in Albany.
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GRAND JURY.

Mr. BEEBE offered the following resolu-
tion, which was read and referred to the
Conunittee on the Judiciary.

Resolved, That the Committee on the
Judiciary be instructed to inquire into
the expediency of abolishing the present
grand jury system.

NUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION.

Mrv. BEEBE also offered the following,
which was read and referred to the Com-
mittec on Eduecation:

Resolved,-That the Committee on Edu-
cation be instructed to inquire into and
report to this Convention as to the follow-
ing article, to be inserted in the new Con-
stitution :

“There shall be a Superintendent of
Public Instruction, who shall be clected
at the same time, manner and term as the
Governor, whose powers, duties and com-
pensation shall be prescribed by law.”

COMPULSORY EDUCATION.

Mr, BARcLAY offered the following reso-
lution, which was read and referred to
the Committee on Education :

Iesolved, That the Committee on Edu-
cation be instructed to inquire into the
expediency of inserting in the new Con-
stitution the following article: ¢The T.eg-
islnture of Pennsylvania shall, at the first
session after the adoption of the Constitu-
tion, require, by law, that every child of
suflicient mental and physical ability
shall he compelled to attend the public
schools during the period between the
swos of six and eighteen years, for a terin

wof at least two years, unless cducated by

other means, and parents and guardians
shall not be allowed to permit their chil-
dren and wards to grow up in ignorance
and vagrancy.

DECLARATION OF RIGIHTS.

Mr. MacCoxNELL offered the following
resolution, which was read and referred
t» the Committee on Declaration of
Rights :

Resoived, That the Committee on Decla-
sation of Rights be instructed to inquire
into and report whether the article con-
tained in the Declaration of Rights should
be made the first article of the Constitu-
tion.

DEBATES TO NEWSPAPERS.
Mr. ManTOR offered the following reso-

lation, which was twice read:
Resolved, 'That the Committee on Print-

ing be requested toinquire into and report
it to this Convention whether, in their
judgment, it would be expedient to for-
ward by mail one copy of the daily Jou:-
nal and Debate to each newspaper pub-
lished in the State during thoe session of
the Convention.

Mr. HaARrRy WHITE. Mr. President:
As this question of printing is under con-
sideration, I would ask, for the informa-
tion of the Convention, the reading of the
resolution authorizing the chairman of
the respective committees to have the
printing done for the benefit of the con-
mittees.

The PrESIDENT. The Chair thinks it is
hardly relevant to the subject.

Mr. HArRrRY WHITE. 1 desire to callthe
attention of the Convention now toanother
fact in relation to the printing question. 1
believe there was a resolution passed here
the other day authorizing the chairmen of
the respective committees to have the
resolutions printed for the use of the com-
mittees. Now I hold in my hand one
file, which may be called abill file, print-
od upon most excellent paper, and of
the same size used in the Legislaturc
and in Congress for printed Dbills. ¢t is
certainly a very expensive method of
printing. I also hold in my hand an
other form for printed resolutions, pro-
posed for the use of committees, which
seems to me to be much the more econ-
omical method, and will answer the pur-
pose quite as well, the object desired to
be gained being for the information of
the Convengion and the committees, and
not for the purpose of inserting mnend-
ments.,

Mr. Linny. Ioffer the following amend-
ment :

¢« And one copy be sent to the Governor
and the heads of departments of State, at
Harrisburg, and one copy to each member
of the State Legislature.”

Mr. MaNTor. Iaccept that. I desire
to make one remark, which issimply this :
I do not wish to increase the expenses of
the Convention by offering thisresolution,
but I am very well aware that there is a
large reading community that isnotin re-
ception of the daily papers. The county
that I represent has threc daily papers
and seven weekly papers. We get the
proceedings of this Convention from day
to day ; butI offer this resolution more
particularly because therc are countiesin
this Commonwealth who will not be in
reception of this information, and I desire
sentiments of this Convention shall pass
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into the hands of the people of the State,
=0 that they may have the benefit of them.

Mr. WoopwarDp. Mr. President: I
wish to inquire of the mover when we
may expect to see these daily reports our-
selves. Ever since we met at Harrisburg
resolution upon resolution has been sub-
mitted on the subject of printing these
Debates, and we have been told, I know
not how many times, that weshould have
a daily record of our proceedings. We
have a corps of reporters here,and I know
not how many printers, but I have yet to
see the first specimen of a daily report of
our proceedings. Before I can vote in-
telligently upon the pronosition to send
copies of our proceedings all over the
world, I want to know what they look
liXe. I want to see some copies of these
proceedings. I have never seenthem yet.
1 should be glad to have from the gentle-
man who moved the resolution, or some
one else, some information on this subject
of printed Debates, and when we can see
them. When I see these proceedings in
print, T can tell better than I now ecan
whether it will bo well to send copies of
them through the country. I do not un-
derstand the process of the reporting and
printing of the Debates of this body. We
have employed so much machinery on
them that the whole matter is beyond my
comprehension. I have beenlooking day
after day for the results of all this ma-
chinery but without avail. If there is
any daily record of our proceedings, 1
would like to see it ; if not I would like, at
teast, to know when we may expect it.
Without thisinformation I cannot vote in-
telligently on the subject of this resolu-
now before the Convention.

Mr. Ma~xTOR., Mr. President: The in-
formation for which the gentleman calls
is, I suppose, to be had somewhere, but so
far as I am individually concerned I am
in just the same position as the gentleman
iimself. I have sat here day after day,
my soul yearing for just this information,
and erying out: “How long, O, Lord, how
long ?”’ 1 know nomore about it than does
the gentleman himself.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President: I would in-
quire of the gentleman from Crawford
(Mr. Mantor) about how many papers
there are in the State which are supposed
to be included by the scope of the resolu-
tion. T want to know how many copies
of the Debates it will take to supply every
paper in this Commonwealth. I know
thero are several counties in this State in
which there are no daily papers publish-
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ed, but I venturetosay that every weekly
paper published in this State will receive
the proceedings of this Convention from
the daily reports, made by the papers of
this city, long before they could receive
the official copy from Harrisburg. There
is not a paper in the State that desires to
print, entire, the proceedings of this body
asthey are officially reported. Thesenews-
papers cannot do it; they have neither the
time nor the space. They will, however,
have the proceedings as published by the
city papers. There isnota paper printed in
the State that does notreceive a half-dozen
of the daily papers of Philadelphia, Pitts-
burg and other cities much earlier than
they will get the official proceedings from
our printer at Harrisburg. Iamtherefore
opposed to the resolution, as I am of the
opinion that it is trouble for nothing.

Mr. LiLny., Mr. President: We have a
very intelligent Committee on Printing,
and I think it would be well for us to have
the opinion of that commmitt{ce on this mat-
ter.

Mr. CocHRAN. Mr., Presiden!: The
chairman of the Printing Comiitee is
not, this morning, in the Convention, and
in his absence I would like to say a few
words bearing on this subject.

It will be apparent to every gentloman
here, upon a moment’s reflection, that
there has been very little time for the
completion of all the necessary arrange-
ments in this matter. It will be remem-
bered that the matter of who should do
the printing of the Convention was de-
cided only a few days ago. That sclection
was the first employment of any one to
do our printing. It was not until Friday
afternoon that the reports of the debates
of the session of this Convention which
was held at Harrisburg, by the gentlemen
first employed by the Secretary of the
Commonwealth to do the reporting,
reached this Dbody. That matter was
placed 1n the hands of the printer this
morning, and we have reason to believe
that all that matter will be printed and
laid upon the desks of the members by
the close of this week or the beginning
of next; and when that has been done 1
think we can expect that the order of the
Convention will be complied with,
namely: That the proceedings be laid
upon members’ desks every morning.

The practical difficulty has been to got
the machine into working order. That
machinery is now startedin runningorder,
and it will, doubtless, be kept as actively
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at work as the necessities of the case de-
mand.

Mr. HAy. Mr. President: I desireto
move a reference of this matter to the
Committee on Printing, for this reason:
It will be the duty of that committee,
doubtless, to make arrangements with
the printer by which he will be required
to furnish a certain number of copies,
daily, of the Journal of this Convention.
I do not suppose any member now knows
how many copies will be needed, accord-
ing to this resolution. Hence, I consider
it a matter which it will be better for the
Committee on Printing to take into con-
sideration. I therefore move that it be
referred to the Cominittee on Printing.

The PrREsIDENT. That is the position
of the question as it now stands, aceord-
ing to the resolution itself.

Mr. BAER. I move to indefinitely post-
pone the matter.

Mr. LaNDis. Mr. President: I sin-
cerely hope that this matter will not be
postponed; for while I have been here I
have kezn spoken to by a number of gen-
tlemen representing the public press
who have desired that some method
should be adopted by which the country
press should be informed of the proceed-
ings of this Convention. 1 think it is
well to refer the matter to the Committee
on Printing. Let them consider it and
report whether it would be expedient or
not. The country press should be in-
fornied of the proceeding of this Conven-
tion, and copies of the official reports are
the most efficient for that purpose. There
are many counties of this State where
they do not receive the daily papers, and
where the people have to depend upon
the weekly press for information. By
supplying the copies of the official pro-
ceedings direct from the Convention the
people will have a better chance of seeing
in their local papers what is being said
and done here than they will by any
other means that can be adopted. I
therefore favor the original resolution.

The question being upon the indefinite
postponement of the resolution.

The yeas and nays were required by
Mr. Lilly and Mr. M'Murray, and were
as follow, viz:

YEAS.

Messrs. Baer, Black, Charles A., Brod-
head, Broomall, Brown, Carter, Church,
- Clark, Collins, Corbett, Cronmiller, Cur-
tin, Darlington, De France, Dunning,
Gilpin, Hemphill, Hopkins, Howard,
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Kaine, Lawrence, Long, M’'Culloch, Pal-
mer, G. W,, Patterson, T. H. B., Porter,
Purman, Purviance, Sam’l A., Read, Jno.
R., Ross, Russell, Smith, Henry W..
Walker, Wetherill, John Price, White,
David N., White, Harry and Woodward
—36.

NAYS.

Messrs. Achenbach, Addicks, Alricks,
Baily, (Perry,) Baker, Barclay, Bardsley,
Beebe, Bowman, Campbell, Carey, Cas-
sidy, Cochran, Craig, Curry, Dallas,
Dodd, Elliott, Ewing, Fell, Guthrie, Hay,
Hazzard, Heverin, Horton, Knight, Lan-
dis, Lilly, Littleton, M’Allister, M’Clean,
M’Connell, M'Murray, MacVeagh, Man-
tor, Niles, Patton, Purviance, John N.,
Reynolds,” James L., Runk, Simpson,
Struthers, Temple, Wetherill, J. M.,
White, J. W F., Worrell and Meredith,
President—A47.

So the motion was rejected.

The question being taken on the resolu-
tion, a division was called, which resulted
as follows: Ayes thirtv-nine; noes thir-
ty-six.

So the resolution was adopted.

BOARDS OF ARBITRATION.

Mr. CampBELL offered the following
resolution, which was referred to the
Committes on Industrial Interests and
Labor: .

Resolved, That the Committee on In-
dustrial Interests inquire into the expe-
diency of having boards or juries of arbi-
tration constituted for the settlement of
all disputes between workmen and their
employers.

PUBLISHING NAMES OF ABSENT OR NON-
VOTING MEMBERS.

Mr. TEMPLE offered the following reso-
lution, which was laid on the table:

Resolved, That when the yeas and nays
are called on any question the Clerk shall
be required to enter upon the Journal the
names of all the members of the Conven-
tion, as well those who vote as those who
are absent and those who do not vote.

DIVISION OF THE STATE.

Mr. DE FraNCE offered the following
resolution, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Legislature :

Resolved, That the standing Committee
on the Legislature be respectfully request-
ed to consider the propriety of placing in
the Constitution a section, in substance,
as follows ; That provision shall be made
for a division of the State into seventeen
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parts of contiguous territory, as nearly
equal in inhabitants as possible, without
dividing counties or wardsor cities. That
each one of these equal divisions be al-
lowed to elect three Senators, to serve the
State four years, and nine Representatives,
to serve the State for two years, and said
Assembly so elected shall meet bienni-
ally.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Mr. HempHILL asked and obtained
leave of absence for Messrs. Hunsicker
and Corson, of Montgomery.

Mr. Runk asked and obtained leave of
absence for Mr. Ainey.

Mr. ACHENBACH asked and obtained
leave of absence for Mr. Hall.

RIGHTS OF RESIDENT SHIPPERS.

* Mr. Lanpis offered the following reso-
lution, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Railroads :

Resolved, That the Committee on Rail-
roads be requested to inquire into the ex-
pediency of so amending the Constitution
as to provide that the Legislature shall, by
law, prohibit railroad companies from pre-
ferring foreign shippers to shippers resi-
dent within the State in furnishing the
means of transportation of freight.

FUNDING PUBLIC DEBT.

Mr. BarDSLEY offered the follow